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MEDIC  A 


AL  JOURNAL. 


REPORT    OF   THE    COMMITTEE 

APPCINTKD  AT  THE 

ANNIVERSARY    MEETING 

OF  THE 

PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION, 

Held  at  Norwich,  August  I9M  and  20th,  1846, 

"  To  enqaire  whether  anj  and  whataltcraiion  is  required  or 
desirable  in  tho  General  Foblications  of  the' Association.'* 


TO     THE     COUNCIL     OF    THE     PROVINCIAL     MEDICAL 
AND    SURGICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

GenUemexi,— The  Committee  appointed  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association,  held  at  Norwich,  in  August 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  *'  whether  any 
and  what  alteration  is  required  or  desirable  in  the 
General  Publications  of  the  Association,"  having 
devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  obtained  the  opinions  of  many  influential 
members  of  the  Association,  think  it  proper  to 
make  a  Report  to  you,  founded  upon  the  informa- 
tion so  obtained,  in  order  that  if  deemed 
advisable,  the  alterations  they  are  desirous  of 
suggesting  may  come  into  force,  with  the  com- 
mencement  of  a  new  volume  in  1847. 

Your  Committee,  deeply  sensible  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  duties  entrusted  to  them,  and 
the  essential  influence  which  the  decision  at 
which  they  may  arrive  must  have  upon  the 
interests  of  the  Association,  have  divided  the 
object  of  their  enquiries  into  two  parts. 

I.  As  to  the  propriety  of  making  any  change 
in  the  form  and  period  of  publication  of  tbe 
Journal  and  Transactions^ 

II.  As  to  the  best  means  of  giving  the  highest 
possible  character  to  the  literature  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

To  the  first  question,  upon  which  your  Com- 
mittee have  obtained  considerable  information, 
representing  the  opinions  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  members  of  the  Association,*  they  will  con- 
fine themselves  upon  the  present  occasion,  reserv- 
ing the  second  question  for  farther  deliberation 

*  Each  eoirefpoBdent  with  the  Committee  Is  considered 
to  bare  obtained  and  expressed  not  oulj  his  own,  bat  the 
oplBlon  of  tbe  Associates  in  his  neighbourhood. 
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and  a  second  Report  on  or  before  the  Annual 
Meeting  to  be  held  at  Derby,  in  1^47. 

In  commencing  their  remarks,  your  Committee 
are  desirous  of  expressing  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  high  opinion  Ihey  entertain  of  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  present  Editor  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  a7id  Surgical  Journal  has  per- 
formed the  duties  entrusted  him. 

They  wish  it  expressly  to  be  understood  that 
if  any  fault  is  to  be  found  with  that  publication^ 
they  consider  it  arises  from  the  paucity  of 
materials  at  his  command,  and  the  necessary 
limit  of  space  and  matter  which  the  funds  of 
even  so  large  an  Association,  must  enforce  in 
the  present  form  of  the  Journal,  and  your  Com- 
mittee feel  that  they  are  only  acting  with  bare 
justice  to  Dr.  Streeten,  in  stating  that  he  has 
placed  the  Association  under  considerable  obliga- 
tion; not  only  by  the  ability  which  he  has  dis* 
played,  but  for  the  gentlemanly  tone  and  highly 
honourable  feeling  which  he  has  at  all  times 
evinced  as  Editor  of  the  Society's  Publications. 

.  That  some  alteration,  however,  is  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Society's 
Publications,  the  opinion  of  the  members  who 
have  communicated  with  the  Secretary  to  your 
Committee  has  been  unanimously  in  the  affirma- 
tive. As  might  have  been  expected  among  so 
large  a  body,  some  difference  of  opinion  exists 
as  to  the  best  method  of  effecting  that  change. 
An  analysis  of  the  letters  received  by  the 
Secretary,  shewb  the  following  result:— 

To  discontinue  the  Journal  

To  publish  the  Journal  weekly     

To  publish  the  Journal  fortnightly,  double  its 

present  size,  with  an  annual  supplement 

To  publish  the  Journal  monthly  

To  establish  a  Quarterly  Journal  in  lieu  of 

the  present  publications 


9 
3 

13 
3 


c  *• 


Total 


23 


Of  the  above  number,  twenty  expressed  a  desire 
that  the  "  Transactions"  should  be  discontinued 
as  an  annual  volume ;— two  that  they  should  be 
continued  as  at  present ;  and  one  gentleman 
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advised  the  discontinuance  of  the  Journal^  and 
the  publication  of.  a  volume  of  *^  Transactions^" 
as  at  present. 

Upon  the  opinions  expressed  and  the  varioas 
proposals  made  by  the  above  gentlemen  your 
Committee  would  remark  :— 

!•  It  is  quite  impossible  to  throw  any  addi- 
tional force  into  the  Publications  of  the  Society, 
if  the  present  arrangements  continue,  because 
the  expenses  already  incurred,  are  fully  as  large 
as  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  admit. 

In  any  alteration,  a  saving  of  e^ense  must  be 
keld  in  view,  to  enable  the  Council  to  expend 
the  money  or  a  portion  of  the  sum  so  saved, 
in  obtaining  Reports,  Essays,  Extracts  from 
Foreign  Journals,  and  Papers  upon  various 
subjects  connected  with  Medical  Science,  for 
insertion  in  the  new  publications  of  the  Society. 

II.  A  discontinuance  of  the  Journal  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be  a  most 
vnwise  proceeding,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society,  comprising  as  it  does 
•o  large  a  proportion  of  Provincial  Practitioners 
in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  whose  means  of  obtain- 
ing practical  information  is  very  great,  and 
whose  ability  to  make  that  information  available 
to  the  general  body  of  subscribers  is  undoubted ; 
your  Committee  consider,  that  the  Society 
ahould  not  only  publish  a  Journal,  but  that  it 
ahould  hold  a  position  not  inferior  to  any  x)ther 
similar  publication  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

III.  In  considering  the  form  of  the  Society's 
Publications,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind  the 
facilities  of  transmission  through  the  Post  to 
the  most  remote  rural  districts. 

A  Monthly  or  Quarterly  Journal,  however,  in 
many  respects  desirable,  ceuld  only  be  issued 
either  through  local  Secretaries  or  London 
lK>okseller8,  to  both  of  which  means  there  are 
the  objections  of  additional  expense  and  much 
trouble  to  those  gentlemen  who  already  devote 
considerable  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  diffierent 
Branches  of  the  Association,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  by  either  plan  to  ensure  that  regu- 
larity in  delivery,  which  is  so  important  a 
feature  in  periodical  literature. 

IV.  All  of  the  above  objections  would  be 
obviated  by  publishing  the  Journal  double  its 
present  size  once  a  fortnight,  and  transmitting 
it  as  at  present,  through  the  Post.  By  this  change 
£200  a  year  would  be  saved  in  stamps  alone. 

With  regard  to  the  "Transactions,"  your 
Committee  are  fully  sensible  of  the  many  valu- 
able papers  already  published  in  them  by  the 
Society,  but  they  consider  that  the  necessity  of 
their  publication  is  very  much  lessened  by  the 
probability  of  adiscoi\tinuance  of  the  Retrospec- 
tive Addresses,  in  consequence  of  this  division  of 


medical  literature  being  now  occupied  by  the 
excellent  publications  of  Dr.  Ranking  and  Mr. 
Braithwaite.  At  the  same  time  your  Committee 
are  fully  sensible  of  the  probability  of  papers 
coming  into  the  hands  of  the  Council,  that 
could  only  appear  in  a  volume  of ''Transactions," 
which  though  discontinued  as  an  annual  publi- 
cation, might  from  time  to  time  appear,  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  Council. 

Considering  then  the  questions  submitted  to 
them  in  all  their  bearings,  and  consulting  as  far 
as  possible  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  and 
the  high  position  it  has  to  maintain  in  the  medical 
literature  of  the  United  Kingdom,  your  Com- 
mittee  have  come  to  the  following  resolutions, 
which  they  beg  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Council. 

I.  That  the  *'  Transactions'*  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  be  discon- 
tinued as  an  annual  publication,  but  appear 
according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Council,  as 
occasion  requires. 

II.  That  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  be  published  once  a  fortnight. 

III.  That  the  Journal  be  increased  to  double 
its  present  size,  and  that  an  Annual  Supplement 
be  published  as  soon  after  the  general  meeting 
as  possible. 

IV.  That  the  most  active*  and  energetic 
measures  be  adopted  to  raise  the  character  of  the 
Journal  as  a  medium  of  conveying  practical  and 
usEFUii  information,  and  that  as  one  means  of 
attaining  this  object,  a  Sub-Editor,  with  a 
commensurate  salary  be  appointed. 

J.  G.  CROSSE, 

President  of  the  Association. 
CHARLES  HASTINGS,  M.D , 

President  of  the  Council. 
EDMUND  LYON,  M.D. 
W.  H.  RANKING,  M.D. 
C.  M.  DCJRRANT,  M.D. 
RICHARD  CHAMBERS,  M.D. 
T.  HERBERT  BARKER,  M.B, 
PETER  MARTIN 
W.  NEWNHAM 
JOHN  S.  SODEN 
JAMES  MACKNESS,  M.D. 
WILLIAM  BUDD,  M.D. 
THOMAS  RADFORD,  M.D. 
C.  R.  BREE,  Secretary  to  the  Committee. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Council  held  on 
Friday,  December  the  18th,  t8i6,  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  at  Norwich,  to  con- 
sider the  publications  of  the  Association,  and 
several  letters  forwarded  with  the  Report  by 
Mr.  Bree,  the  Secretary  to  the  Committee,  were 
laid  before  the  Council. 

The   Council   having   taken   the   foregoing 
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Iteport  and  documentfl  accompanying  it  into  con- 
sideration, think  it  right  immediately  to  adopt 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee»  and 
•begin  the  {publication  of  the  Journal  fortnightly, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  year  1847. 

The  Council  also  fully  concur  in  the  propriety 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  that 
a  Sab-£ditor  be  appointed,  but  think  it  most 
respectful  to  the  Association  to  leave  that 
<appointment  to  be  filled  up  at  the  General 
Meeting  at  Derby,  having  full  confidence  that 
the  Editor  of  the  Journal  will  in  the  mean  time 
make  such  arrangements  for  its  improvement  as 
circumstances  seem  to  call  for. 

CHARLES  HASTINGS,  M.D. 


(Published  by  order  of  the  Council,) 


A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  CLINICAL 

MEDICINE. 

By  W.  R.  Basham,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Westminster 

Hospital. 
LectuebV. 

Cue  qf  Apoplexy  complicated  with  fracture  qf  the 
temporal  bone  .*  Poel'mortem  appearances ;  apoplectic 
clot ;  ramollissement  ,*  extravasation  of  blood  between 
the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid,  Sfc. :  emphysematous 
condition  of  the  lungs  ,*  encysted  carbonaceous  deposit 
in  right  lung  ;  spurious  melanosis  qfsome  authors. — 
Oiservations  on  the  coincidence  of  fracture  of  the 
temporal  bone,  and  its  importance  in  a  medico-  legal 
point  of  view. — Chemical  characters  of  the  carhonacC' 
ous  deposit  in  the  lungs  ;  distinction ^b£tween  black 
pulmonary  matter  and  ti-ue  melanosis ;  reference  to 
previously -reported  cases;    deposit  prolably    occa' 
stoned  by  an  impure  and  loaded  atmosphere,  princi- 
pally in  miners  and  others  similarly  employed.     Case 
of    anomalous    cerebral    symptoms    occasioned    by 
ulceration  of  the  ileum  and  ctBcum :    Post-mortem 
report. —  Character  of   the  symptoms   during    life, 
with  general  observations  on  the  peculiarity  qf  the 
cerebral  indications  in  enteric  disease. 
The  case  of  S.  6.,  an  old  man  seventy-five  years  of 
age,  who  was  brought  into  the  Hospital  comatose,  and 
who  died  a  few  hours  afterwards,  is,  in  respect  of  tbe 
post-mortem  appearances,    of   some  interest    to    the 
student  in  pathological" anatomy.    He  was  admitted 
into  tbe  Hospital  on  tbe  evening  of  the  31st  of  October, 
and  when  brought  in  was  quite  insensible,  br^thing 
stertorously ;  pulse  40,  full,  labouring  and  jerking ; 
limbs  flaccid  and  powerless;  extremities   cold;  tem- 
perature of  the  sarface  low ;  face  pallid  and  cadaveric ; 
pupils  dilated  and  immovable.    He   was  seen  by  a 
policeman  to  stagger  and  fall  heavily  on  Westminster 
Bridge.    He  was  raised  up  quite  insensible  by  the 
policeman,  and  brought  to  the  Hospital  on  a  stretcher. 
Some  blood   was  taken  from  his  arm,  and  by  mid- 
night his  pulse  had  risen  to  72,  but  be  did  not  rally, 
and  died    at  three  a.m,   eight  hours  after  the   first 
teisure.     It  was  subsequently  ascertained  from  his 


wife,  that  for  the  last  few  weeks  he  had  suffered  from' 
vertigo,  frequent  sensations  of  giddiness,  and  a  constant 
dread  in  the  street  of  being  run  over ;  sach  feelings 
doubtless  arising  from  the  confusion  of  thought  inci- 
dental to  the  state  of  brain  then  existing.  He,  how- 
ever, had  never  complained  of  headache,  nor  any  par- 
tial loss  of  sensation  in  any  part ;  but  hsd,  for 
many  autumns  and  winters  been  subject  to  severe 
paroxysms  of  cough,  such  as  occar  in  asthmatics.  He 
was  an  old  soldier^  having  been  for  many  years  in  the 
Sappers  and  Miners,  and  had  enjoyed  excellent  health, 
his  winter  cough  never  preventing  his  attention  to  his 
ordinary  avocations. 

Postmoi^^  examination  thirty  hours  after  death. -• 
Body  well  Wmed,  limbs  proportioned,  and  muscular 
system  highly  developed.  An  extensive  ecchymosis 
appeared  on  the  scalp,  about  the  posterior  portion 
of  the  left  temporal  muscle;  there  was  no  external 
injury  of  the  skin.  On  reflecting  the  scalp,  the  ex- 
travasation of  blood  between  tbe  cahrarium  and  scalp 
was  rendered  more  evident,  a  layer  of  coagulated 
blood  being  observed  between  the  scalp  and  bone. 
No  sangttinolent  effusion  existed  between  the  skull- 
cap and  dura  mater,  but  beneath  the  latter  membrane 
and  tbe  brain,  especially  on  tbe  left  side,  and  extending 
over  the  superior  surface  of  the  left  hemisphere,  an 
extensive  coagulated  exudation  existed.  The  arachnoid 
was  of  the  ordinary  aspect ;  .beneath  it,  as  well  as  in 
the  ventricles,  some  small  amount  of  serous  cadaveric 
exosmosis  was  apparent.  The  pia  mater  was  through- 
out injected,  but. not  highly  so,  but  towards  the  lower 
portion  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  left  hemisphere,  and 
near  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  some  blood  had  extravasated 
between  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  ;  and  at  the  most 
inferior  portion  of  the  u^iddle  lobe,  at  the  point  cor- 
responding with  the  part  that  lies  in  the  left  temporal 
fossa,  the  cerebral  surface  was  stained  of  a  chocolate 
brown,  was  soft  and  polpy  to  the  touch,  and  when 
incised  developed  a  small  clot  of  blood,  surrounded 
by  softened  and  j'cHowish  cerebral  matter,  to  the 
extent  of  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch.  The  vessels 
of  the  cerebrum  that  led  from  or  into  this  clot,  and 
within  a  few  lines  of  it,  contained  coagulated  fibrin, 
distinctly  moulded  in  the  vessels,  and  from  which  it 
could  be  drawn  thread-like.  No  other  evidence  of 
diseased  action  could  be  traced  in  the  cerebrum  or 
cerebellum,  excepting  a  general  hyperemia  of  all  the 
tissues.  The  white  matter  of  the  cerebrum  appeared 
of  its  ordinary  firmness,  and  did  not  indicate  any  con- 
dition approaching  ramolUssement  except  in  the  spot 
indicated  in  the  middle  lobe.  The  temporal  bone  of  the 
left  side  was  fractured,  the  line  of  injury  passing  in  the 
direction  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  bone,  and  run* 
ning  between  the  groove  of  the  middle  meningeal  artery 
and  the  superior  ridge  of  the  petrous  process  of  the 
bone,  it  passed  through  the  squamous  portion  and 
upwards  a  short  distance  into  the  parietal  bone,  of  the 
same  side.  Externally,  the  fracture  had  not  descended 
so  far  as  the  auditory  meatus,  nor  internally  could  it 
be  traced  to  the  anterior  extremity  of  the  petrous 
portion  of  the  bone.  Some  blood  whs  extravasated 
between  tbe  fractured  edges.    On  raising  tbe  stern nm 
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the  lungs  collapsed.  They  were  spongy  and  elastic 
tfarougliout;  but  on  the  external  surface  of  tbe  superior 
lobe  of  tbe  right  lung,  as  also  on  tbe  middle  lobe, 
weretbree  remarkable  empbyseroatous  resications,  tbe 
largest  equalling  in  size  a  ben*s  egg,  tbe  two  smaller 
being  about  that  of  a  pigeon's.  Tbey  collapsed  instantly 
on  being  punctured,  and  exhibited  internally  a  loose 
and  very  expanded  cellular  structure.  Tlie  bronchial 
mucous  membrane  was  pale  and  of  a  healthy  aspect, 
but  tbe  longitudinal  fibres  in  the  secondary  divisions 
were  developed  in  a  high  degree.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  lungs  were  spongy  throughout,  but  two  points 
were  exceptions  to  this,  for  at  the  apex  of  tbe  right 
lung,  and  posteriorly  on  the  surface,  or  within  the 
eighth  of  an  inch  of  the  surface,  of  thl^piddle  lobe, 
two  spots  declared  themselves  to  the  touch,  dense,  firm, 
and  carnified,  and  also  distinctly  circumscribed. 
Neither  of  them  exceeded  in  dimension  a  moderate- 
sized  filbert.  When  cut  into,  these  masses  appeared 
encysted,  and  were  bounded  by  firm  cellular  tissue ; 
the  contents  resembled  both  in  colour  and  consistence, 
a  black  carbonaceous  pigment.  Upon  examining  a 
portion  under  the  microscope,  the  appearance  was 
that  of  black  amorphous  grains,  like  carbon  in  a 
state  of  minute  subdivision  ;  bands  of  cellular  tissue 
seemed  to  pass  through  this  carbonaceous  deposit. 
The  bronchial  glands  were  of  ordinary  appearance. 
The  remaining  viscera  presented  nothing  worthy  of 
note,  except  that  the  kidneys  were  much  lobulated,  and 
both  were  encysted,  the  left  contained  a  serous  cyst, 
the  capacity  of  which  was  equal  to  ten  ounces. 

There  are  several  circumstances  and  conditions  in 
this  post-mortem  record  of  considerable  interest  to 
the  student  as  well  as  to  the  more  experienced  prac- 
titioner. First,  the  state  of  the  brain  as  expressive  of 
the  apoplectic  condition ;  secondly,  the  existence  of  frac- 
ture through  the  temporal  bone,  presenting  a  compli- 
cation of  much  medico-legal  interest ;  and,  thirdly,  the 
state  of  the  lungs  as  indicative  of  interlobular  emphy- 
sema, with  the  extreme  development  of  the  longitu- 
dinal fibres  in  the  bronchii,  expressive  of  tbe  asth- 
matic paroxysms  during  life,  together  with  the  presence 
of  two  encysted  deposits  of  carbonaceous  matter  in  a 
state  of  minute  division,  and  a  question  raised  thereon, — 
whether  the  circumstances  under  which  be  may  have 
been  placed  as  a  Sapper  and  Miner  could  in  any  way 
explain  the  existence  of  these  unusual  appearances  in 
the  pulmonary  tissue,— whether  working  oftentimes  In 
an  atmosphere  loaded  with  particles  of  carbon  sus- 
pended in  the  air,  (as  would  be  the  case  in  many 
mining  operations  in  military  works,)  could  in  any  way 
hare  tended  to  the  development  of  these  deposits. 

Let  me  first  direct  your  attention  to  the  state  of  tbe 
head,  the- scalp,  and  brain.  In  the  former  we  have 
evidence  of  external  local  injury ;  in  the  latter  proofs 
of  an  apoplectic  cyst  are  unquestionable.  I  am  anxious 
to  point  out  to  you  the  limit  of  the  indications  by 
which  these  two  conditions  are  proved.  The  extrava- 
sation of  blood  beneath  the  scalp  under  the  temporal 
fascia  must  have  arisen  from  external  injury,  and  when 
we  find  on  minute  examination  that  the  temporal  bone 
M  fractured,  the  fact  is  esUtblisbed  beyond  doubt.   On 


examining  the  state  of  the  brain  and  its  meninges  we 
observe  blood  extravasated  beneath  the  dura  mater, 
between  it  and  the  arachnoid,  not  upon  the  dura 
mater,  between  it  and  the  bone.  Blood  has  also  effused 
between  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid,  and  at  the  most 
inferior  point  of  the  middle  lobe  of  the  left  hemisphere, 
at  the  concavity  of  this  lobe  lying  in  the  temporal  fossa» 
and  close  adjoining  to  the  line  of  fracture  ;'^he  cerebral 
substance  Is  observed  discoloured,  of  a  purplish  brown, 
and  the  spot  being  opened,  displays  a  clot  of  blood, 
surrounded  by  medullary  matter—soft,  pulpy,  and  of 
a  brown-ochrey  hue,  presenting  the  condition  usually 
recognised  as  ramollUsemeni.  These  appearances  are 
evidences  of  the  apoplectic  seizure.  The  presence  of  an. 
apoplectic  clot  or  cyst,  without  accompanying  effusioa 
of  blood  between  the  meninges  or  into  the  ventricles, 
is  not  incompatible  with  life.  The  cicatrices  of  many 
such  cysts  have  been  frequently  observed  in  the  brains 
of  apoplectics.  In  a  case  examined  by  me  two  years 
since  no  less  than  five  such  cicatrices  or  remains  of 
apoplectic  cysts  were  observed,  two  in  the  left  hemis* 
phere,  one  in  the  thalamus,  one  in  the  corpus  striatum 
of  the  opposite  side,  and  one  in  the  (Cerebellum.  These 
were  severally  in  various  stages  of  obliteration,  and 
corresponded  in  number  and  appearance  to  five  dis- 
tinct apoplectic  fits  that  this  individual  had  suffered 
from  during  the  preceding  three  years.  An  apoplectic 
cyst,  or  sanguinolent  clot,  even  though  surrounded  by 
a  limited  amount  of  softening,  does  not  necessarily 
involve  the  cessation  of  the  vital  processes ;  bnt  in  the 
case  before  us  the  apoplectic  condition  of  the  cerebral 
substance  was  accompanied  by  effusion  of  blood 
between  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid,  and  between  the 
arachnoid  and  dura  mater.  It  is  this  transudation  of 
blood  beyond  the  cerebral  mass  and  upon  the  surface, 
or  into  the  cavities,  of  the  brain  that  constitutes  for  the 
most  part  the  fatal  lesion  in  apoplexy ;  for  experience 
proves  that  so  long  as  the  effusion  remains  encysted  and 
confined  to  the  cerebral  mass,  although  paralysis  usually 
supervenes,  yet  the  organic  functions  still  continue, 
those  of  sensation  and  motion  being  impaired.  Bat 
when  tbe  blood  escapes  beyond  the  cerebral  substance, 
and  is  transuded  between  the  meninges,  or  into  the  ven- 
tricles, the  functions  of  organic  life  appear  to  be 
incompatible  with  such  lesions,  and  death  speedily 
ensues.  It  follows  from  this  that  transudation  of  blood 
between  the  pia  mater  and  arachnoid,  or  between  the 
latter  and  the  dura  mater,  must  be  accepted  as  a  more 
fatal  lesion  than  the  existence  of  a  clot  in  the  medullary 
mass ;  in  other  words,  a  simple  sanguinolent  cyst  in  the 
cerebral  substance  is  of  less  vital  moment  than  one 
occurring  in  the  superficies  of  the  convolutions,  and 
accompanied  by  escape  of  blood  between  the  vascular 
and  serous  investments  of  the  hemispheres. 

I  directed  your  attention  to  the  soft  ochrey-browa 
pulpy  state  of  the  medulhiry  substance  that  surrounded 
the  clot.  This  softened  condition  of  the  cortical 
portion  must  not  be  riewed  as  the  result  or  effect  of 
the  sanguineous  clot,  but  rather  as  a  condition  pre- 
ceding, and  predisposing,  if  not  accessary,  to  the  forma* 
tion  of  the  apoplectic  cyst.  There  could  be  little  doubt 
but  that  the  brain  bad  been  nndei^ing  some  morbid 
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chuiges  at  thit  spot  for  ■ome  time  preWoas.  The  mental 
ijoiptoms  spoken  of  by  his  wife  indicate  this.  The 
freqnent  giddiness  and  uncertainty  of  gait,  hesitation 
of  manner,  and  a  dread  when  walking  of  being  run 
over,  spoke  of  some  changes  going  on  in  the  encephalon 
inimical  to  its  continued  integrity.  The  opinion  of  the 
best  pathologists  is,  moreover,  in  favour  of  this  view, — 
that  the  ramoUiuemeni  surrounding  an  apoplectic  cyst 
must  be  admitted  as  a  condition  preceding,  not  fol- 
lowing, the  formation  of  the  clot. 

The  coincidence  of  fracture  of  the  temporal  hone 
imparts  to  this  case  an  additional  interest;  and  had 
the  cirtumstances  under  which  he  received  this  injury 
been  less  public,  or  had  any  mystery  existed,  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  accident  happened,  some  questions 
of  great  medico-legal  moment  would  h«ive  arisen,  and 
would  have  embraced  these  considerations, — whether 
the  apoplectic  effusion,  or  the  extravasation  from  the 
fracture,  was  the  cause  of  death;   and  the  question 
wonld  comprehend  the  equally  iraportnnt  one, — whether 
a  blow,  or  any  external  violence  sufficient  to  fracture 
a  bone,  could  possibly  induce  such  an  apoplectic  cyst 
as  existed  io  this  case,  or  whether  it  was  not  more 
probable,  tliat  the  apoplectic  fit  first  supervening,  gave 
rise  to  insensibility  and  sudden  loss  of  muscular  power, 
nnderwhich  the  body  might  fall  heavily,and  thus  account 
for  the  external  injuries.    In  the  case  before  us,  the 
facts  and  circumstances  under  which  the  patient  was 
found  are  sufficiently  public  and  satisfactory,  and  pre- 
clude any  speculation  as  to  the   probable  origin   or 
relation  of  any  of  the  pathological  appearances;  but 
if  this  man  bad  been  found  insensible  and  alone,  and 
robbed,  or  any  douI)t  had  hung  over  the  origin  of  the 
accident,  then  such  questions  as  I  have  propounded 
would  necessarily  suggest  themselves,  and  would  im- 
peratively demand  a   clear  and  explicit   solution   to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  public  justice.     In  a  medico- 
legal enquiiy,  the  first  point  to  be  determined  would 
be   the  nature  and  extent  of  the  external   injuries. 
Contusion  of  the  scalp,  with  extravasation  of  blood 
beneath  the  temporal  fascia  and  fracture  of  the  temporal 
bone  are  present,  all  of  which  might  equally  result 
from  a  blow  or  a  fail.     These  local  injuries  are  un- 
qnestionably  of  themselves  sufficient  to  cause  death ; 
but  on  examining  the  state  of  the  brain,  an  apoplectic 
cyst  is  found,  with  transudation  of  blood  between  the 
pia  mater  and  arachnoid,  a  lesion  also  incompatible 
with  life.    An  important  point  thence  arises,  to  wliich 
of  these  two  competent  causes  are  we  to  attribute  the 
death  of  the  person.    I  quote  the  following  passage 
from  a  note  in  Beck's  Medical  Jurisprudence ,  p.  330. 
Article  wounds  :— 

"If  effusion  of  blood  be  found  between  the  dura 
mater  and  the  skull,  and  iC  a  bruise  on  the  scalp  cor- 
responds to  the  part,  we  may  conclude  that  it  has 
been  caused  by  the  blow ;  but  if  blood  has  been  found 
between  the  dura  mater  and  the  brain,  though  we 
should  discover  the  marks  of  blows,  or  even  fracture 
of  the  skull,  still  the  question  may  be,  '  might  not  the 
patient  have  been  attacked  with  apoplexy  during  a 
struggle  1'"  A  case  is  then  quoted  from  Dr.  Cheyne 
in  illustration. 


The  unequivocal  proofs  of  apoplexy,  therefore,  in 
this  case  would  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  evidence,— 
that  dea,$h  was  more  likely  to  have  been  promoted  by 
this  cause  than  by  the  local  injury;  and  this  inference 
would  be  further  established  by  detailing  the  con- 
dition of  the  brain  surrounding  the  apoplectic  spot. 
For  it  has  been  already  shown  that  this  softened 
discoloured  condition  of  the  cortical  substance  must 
have  existed  antecedently  and  could  not  in  any  way 
have  been  caused  by  the  apoplectic  effusion,  still  less 
by  the  local  injury.  Tbe  entire  medico-legal  question 
thus  turns  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  cerebral 
complication  iu  conjunction  with  the  local  injury.  If 
the  cerebral  lesions  are  sufficient  to  cause  death,  and 
capable  of  being  produced  independently  of  external 
injuries,  then  we  are  bound  to  suppose  that  death 
ensued  fromfcauses  originating  in  the  brain,  constitu- 
tionally produced.  If,  on  the  coutrary,  the  cerebral 
conditions  are  such,  that  it  is  more  likely  they  were 
caused  by  the  external  injury,  such  as  simple  effusion 
of  blood,  unaccompanied  by  any  express  circumstances 
proving  a  spontaneous  origin  in  the  system  itself,  we 
must  then  declare  the  external  wound  to  huve  been  the 
immediate  cause  of  death,  and  death  by  violence,  not 
from  natural  causes,  would  then  be  recorded. 

The  state  of  the  lungs  in  this  case  were  an  excellent 
illustration  of  the  conditions  of  interlobuiareniphysema, 
and   the  hypertrophied   condition  of  the  longitudinal 
fibres  of  the  bronchi,  even  down  to  the  smaller  sub- 
divisions, spoke   of  the   existence  of   asthnia  during 
life,  which  vvas  verified  by  the  wife's  account  of  the 
paroxvHms  of  cough,  to  which  he  was  subject.     But 
there  was  one  other  condition  of  these  lungs,  or  rather 
of  the  rii?ht  lung,  of  peculiar  pathological  interest.     In 
examining  the  lung  of  this  siile  to  determine  its  spungy 
crepitating  condition  throughout,  the  sense  of  touch 
was  arrested  at  two  spots,  which  felt  hard  and  circum- 
scribed.   Their  situation  has  been  already  noted:  they 
appeared  encysted,  being  surrounded  by  cellular  tissue 
of  a  dense  structure,  and  when  cut  into  developed  a 
black  carbonaceous  pigment,  which,   when  examined 
under  the  microscope  appeared  to  consist  of  amorphous 
granules  of  carbon,  in  a  state  of  minute  division.     This 
deposit  was  not  aflfecled  either  by  hydro-chloric  acid, 
nitric  acid,  nor  by  liquor  potassse;  but  I    much  regret 
now  that  I  did  not  subsnit  it  to  more  minute  chemical 
analysis,  with  a  view  of  determining  its  positive  chemical 
properties.  It  wasmiscible  with  water,  stained  the  fingers 
black  temporarily,  and  the  negative  "action  of  the  acids 
and  alkalies  on  it  testify  to  its  being  similar  to  carbon, 
and  if  carbon,  then  in  all  probability,  a  deposit  of  car- 
bonaceous matters  inhaled  by  the  respiratory  function; 
for  it  had  not  the  appearance  of  a  matter  deposited  by 
secretion,    nor    any   siinilariiy  to   melanotic    disease. 
Laennec  has  distinguished  black  pulmonary  matter  from 
true  melanosis,  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  former 
being  its  isolated  situation  in  the  pulmonary  tissue  or 
bronchial  glands,   and  its  distinct  carbonaceous  cha- 
racter  when  chemically  treated, -while   the  latter  is 
seldom  or  never  found  confined  to  one  organ,  but  is  dis- 
tributed through  several,  and  possesses  distinct  chemical 
cbaracteribtics  of  organic  origin.  Laennec  also  referred 
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the  presence  of  the  Mack  matter  found  either  in  the 
broDchiAl  glands  or  the  pulmonary  tissue  to  the  inhala- 
tion of  carbonaceous  particles  in  minute  division, 
floating  in  the  air,  and  originating  from  the  ordinary 
processes  of  combustion,  whether  for  the  production 
of  artificial  light  or  warmth,  Laennec  even  considered 
the  grey  mottled  appearance  of  the  surface  of  the  lungs 
of  most  patients  to  be  dependent  on  minute  quantities 
of  carbonaceous  matter,  deposited  and  scattered 
irregularly  through  the  lungs;  and  this  mottled  aspect 
of  the  surface  be  considered  to  be  more  prevalent  in  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  than  in  those  who  dwell  in  the 
country,  and  he  cites  the  appearance  of  the  lungs  of 
infants  as  corroborative  of  this  view,  in  whom  it  is 
observed  that  the  lungs  are  of  a  rosy  pink  and  deficient 
in  any  trace  of  the  mottled  conditioo. 

A  case  reported  by  the  late  Dr.  J.  C.  Gregory,  of  a 
patient  who  died  in  the  Edinburgh  Infirmary,  may  be 
cited  as  one  of  the  earliest  recorded  and  best  illustrated 
eases  of  this  black  deposit.  In  that  case,  *'  the  luugs 
were  found  of  one  uniform  black  carbonaceous  colour, 
pervading  every  part  of  their  substance.  The  right 
lung  was  much  disorganized,  and  exhibited  in  its  upper 
and  middle  lobes  several  large  irregular  cavities,  com- 
municating with  one  another ;  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  pulmonary  substance  surrounding  them  was 
dense,  hepatized,  and  friable.  The  bronchial  glands 
were  not  enlaif  ed,  but  partook  of  the  same  black  colour 
as  the  substance  of  the  lungs."    The  black  matter  was 


the  pulmonary  tissue,  and  die  with  many  of  the 
symptoms  of  phthisis,  and  whose  lungs  are  found  dis- 
organised after  the  manner  of  those  in  whom  tubercles 
are  deposited,  yet  there  is  a  class  of  cases  in  which 
the  Inngs  are  infiltrated  with  Mack  matter  without 
any  marks  or  symptoms  of  pulmonary  disease  develop- 
ing  themselves  during  life.  Among  several  cases 
of  this  class  recorded,  is  one  of  a  coal-miner,  who  died 
at  seventy,  and  who  had  always  enjoyed  excellent 
health.  He  appears  only  to  have  suflPiered  from  some 
slight  pectoral  symptoms  analogous  to  chronic  bron- 
chitis or  pulmonary  catarrh,  and  his  death  was 
occasioned  by- some  hepatic  disease.  "Both  lungs 
presented  a  perfectly  black  appearance  externally, 
and  when  cut  iiito,  throughout  both  lungs  were  felt 
and  seen  hard  masses  of  black  matter,  from  the  size 
of  an  almond  downward.  In  the  left  lung  were  several 
chalky  bodies  encased  in  black  matter.  There  was 
no  black  matter  in  the  bronchial  glands."  From  the 
record  of  these  cas^  it  would  appear,  that  those  who 
work  in  situations  and  at  employments  in  which  the 
air  is  loaded  with  dust  or  carbonaceous  particles,  are 
more  subject  to  these  black  accumulations  than  others; 
and  from'  the  chemical  nature  of  these  deposits,  we 
can  hardly  refuse  to  admit  that  their  contents  are 
extraneous,  and  the  result  of  inhalation  from  without* 
The  occupations  and  duties  in  early  life  of  the  indi- 
vidual whose  case  has  suggested  these  remarks,  were 
especially  calculated  to  faciliute  these  deposits ;  for 


analyzed  by  Dr.  Christison,  and  after  determining  the  although  we  have  no  history  of  his  services,  yet,  as  a 

action  of  hydrochloric  and  nitric  acid,  and  liquor  potasssB  Sapper  and  Miner,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-five,  we 

upon  it,  and  observing  the  negative  resulu  produced  may  fairiy  infer  that  in  eariy  Ufe  he  was  acUvely  em- 

by  each  of  them,  a  portion  of  that  unacted  upon  by  •       •  •    -'          "'^       -•"''            ».-.-*^i.._  i 


nitric  acid  was  well  washed,  dried,  and  introduced  into 
a  small  tube  retort,  with  the  beak  subsequently  drawn 
out  fine ;  the  bulb  was  heated  to  a  dull  heat,  and  all  the 
products  of  the  distillation  from  coal  were  obtained,— 
an  inflammable  gas,  a  volatile  fluid  like  naphtha  holding 
in  solution  a  crystallizable  matter  identical  in  character 
with  napthaline.  This  analysis  proved  the  carbona- 
ceous deposit  in  this  case  to  be  coal  dust  in  a  state  of 
minute  division.  The  patient  had  been  accustomed  to 
work. in  the  confined  limits  of  a. coal  mine,  and  was 
constantly  respiring  an  atmosphere  impure  and  loaded 
with  carbonaceous  particles. 

It  is,  however,  to  Dr.  W.  Thomson's  report  in  the 
Midico  Chirurgleal  TVauaeliont  for  1837  and  1838, 
vols. 20  and  21,  "On  black  expectoration  and  black 
matter  in  the  Lungs,"  that  the  profession  is  indebted 
for  a  more  comprehensive  account  of  the  presence  of 
carbonaceous  deposits  in  the  lungs  of  those  engaged  in 
the  coal-mining  districts.  His  paper  furnishes  un- 
questionable proof  that  the  deposit  is  of  more  frequent 
occurrence  among,  if  not  specially  confined  to,  those 
who  work  in  mines,  or  in  places  the  atmosphere  of 
which  is  charged  with  carbomferous  dust  or  vapours;, 
those  who  work  above  ground,  or  in  a  purer  atmos- 
phere, seldom  exhibiting  these  accumulatioiis  except 
in  a  trifling  degree,  and  then  principally  confined  to 
the  bronchial  glanSs.  Dr.  W.  Thomson's  recoid  of 
cases  also  proves,  that  though  nany  fall  victims  to  the 
rritatioD  which  these  extraneous  particles  create  in 


ployed  in  those  military  duties  peculiar  to  his  branch  of 
the  service,  which  would  place  him  in  circumstances 
oftentimes  identical  with  the  coal-miner,  where  blastings 
are  frequentlyemployed ;  and  he  would  thus  be  equally 
exposed  to  all  the  conditions  most  favourable  to  the 
deposit  of  these  carbonaceous  accumulations. 

The  case  of  the  poor  girl,  whose  body  has  been 
examined  this  week,  deserves  also  some  remarks ;  for 
this  case  illustrates  how  extensive  ulceration  may  pro- 
ceed in  the  ileum  and  csecum,  without  developing  any 
well-marked  symptoms  for  some  period  preceding 
death ;  and  it  also  exemplifies  bow,  even  in  the  adult, 
the  symptoms  may  indicate  cerebral  excitement  and 
inflammation,  rather  than  intestinal  uf^eration. 

E.  W.,  aged  19,  a  servant,  watf  admitted  November 
24th.  On  being  brought  into  the  physician's  room, 
•he  exhibited  a  dull,  almost  idiotic,  manner,  answering 
no  questions,  looking  vacantly  about  her,  but  ex- 
hibiting no  indications  of  physical  debility  or  muscular 
prostration,  for  she  walked  to  the  hospital,  with  her 
sister,  and  nearly  up  to  St.  Margaret's  ward,  unassisted, 
her  condition  indicating  ^some  obscure  cerebral  de- 
rangement. On  being  examined  in  the  ward,  the 
pnpils  were  observed  to  be  much  dilated,  the  balls 
protruding,  and  she  shrank  quickly  and  sensitively 
when  they  were  pressed.  The  skin  was  hot ;  the  pulse 
frequent;  the  abdomen  tympanitic,  but  soft  and  yield- 
ing, and  no  epigastric  off  caeca]  tenderness  could  be 
detected ;  the  tongue  was  red,  but  broad,  and  clean, 
and  moist.    She  was  ordered  Hydrarg«  Chloridi,  gr^ 
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jr.;  Palv.  Ipecac,  Comp.,  gr.  Tj.,  statim ;  with  ferer 
drengbts  evtry  fonr  boars.. 

Tbe  next  day  tbe  pulie  was  140;  skin  intensely  bot ; 
pupils  insensible,  being  much  dilated ;  tbe  respiration 
macb  accelerated ;  stares  racantly  about ;  answers  no 
questions ;  protrudes  tbe  tongue  when  desired,  wbicb 
is  clean  and  moist;  face  ninch  flashed;  eye-balls 
sensittre ;  skin  bedewed  with  a  copious  perspiration ; 
pulse  136,  soft,  but  incompressible;  the  urine  and 
feces  have  been  passed  unconsciously,  tbe  latter  have 
the  ordinary  aspect.  The  head  was  shared ;  cold  lotion 
applied.  Antim.  Potassio-Tart.,  gr.  i ;  Opii  Pulv., 
gr.  ss.,  quartis  horis. 

The  report  on  the  2dth  states  that  she  passed  a 
quiet  night,  but  did  not  sleep ;  answers  no^  questions ; 
some  little  incoherence  and  muttering  to  herself; 
bowels  have  not  acted,  and  the  bladder  was  relieved 
by  tbe  catheter.  Enemata  were  administered.  At 
night  on  the  26th  she  appeared  better,  and  was  tempo- 
rarily sensible,  answering  one  or  two  questions  in  mono  • 
syllables.  The  night  was  passed  quietly,  and  in  the 
morning  she  was  reported  as  much  better ;  she  even 
sat  up  in  bed,  and  took  a  little  arrowroot  in  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  but  soon  after  she  suddenly 
became  psie  and  death-like.  There  was  no  convulsion ; 
but  the  pulse  was  small  and  rapid,  and  then  imper- 
ceptible ;  the  surface  was  bedewed  with  a  copions  death- 
•melling  sudoresis.  She  gradually  sank  and  died  an 
hoar  after  the  change  that  appeared  at  10  a.m. 

Seeiio  cadaotri»  thirty  hours  after  death.  The  body 
was  well  formed ;  no  emaciation ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
limbs  were  rounded  and  plump  from  subcutaneous  fat. 
The  cavity  of  the  cranium  exhibited  well-marked  indi- 
cations of  acute  bj-perttmia  in  all  its  parts ;  the 
vessels  of  the  dura  mater  were  much  injected;  tbe 
arachnoid  was  diaphonous  and  natural ;  the  pia  mater 
was  highly  injected,  so  much  so  as  to  present  the 
appearance  of  a  dusky-purple ;  the  substance  of  the 
brain  was  natural,  except  the  presence  of  innumerable 
red  spots  from  the  divided  vessels,  and  the  cortical 
part  assumed  a  dark  almost  madder  hue;  the  ventri- 
cles contained  no  more  serum  than  could  result  from 
cadaveric  exosmosis.  Tbe  lungs  and  heart  were  healthy ; 
the  stomach  and  intestines  distended  with  flatus  ;  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  was  pale  and  natural 
in  appearance,  but  easily  detached  add  peeled  off;  the 
duodennm  and  jejunum  was  also  remarkably  pale  and 
exsanguineons.  Tbe  lower  eighteen  inches,  however,  of 
the  ileum  was  studded  with  many  warty  ulcerations, 
tills  appearance  arising  probably  from  the  enlargement 
of  the  follicular  glands  in  the  first  instance  and  their 
subsequent  ulceration ;  one  ulcered  surface  wae  more 
than  an  inch  in  extent,  was  oval  shaped,  its  margins 
considerably  elevated  above  the  surrounding  membrane, 
■and  its  cavity  containing  a  dirty  spongy  matter,  like 
gangrenous  cellular  tissue;  the  surrounding  portions 
of  mucous  membrane  were  injected.  Tbe  entire  space 
of  the  csecum  was  involved  in  one  large,  jagged,  irregular, 
wart-like  ulcer,  its  surface  being  wrinkled  and  covered 
arith  tbe  aame  conditioned  substance  attached  to  the 
ulcers  of  the  ileum.  A  nail's  breadth  beyond,  the  CKCum 
and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  colon|presented  the 


same  pale  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  that  marked 
the  stomach  and  duodenum.  The  fimbriated  extremi« 
ties  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  were  both  intensely  con« 
gested;  the  ovaries  contained  minute  serous  cysts; 
the  liver,  kidneys,  spleen,  and  pancreas,  had  a  healthy 
appearance. 

It  is  remarkable  that  inflammation  and  ulceration  of 
tbe  intestines  are  oftentimes  accompanied  by  indeter- 
minate and  most  obscure  symptoms.  From  our 
knowledge  of  tbe  functions  of  tbe  intestines,  and  of  the 
important  part  they  perform  in  the  animal  economy, 
we  might  almost  infer  that  the  slightest  deviation  from 
healthy  action  would  be  expressed  by  some  unequivocal 
symptom,  which  would  emphatically  declare  the  seat 
of  the  derangement ;  but  such  is  not  so.  Of  all  the 
organs  of  the  body  under  the  influence  of  disease,  the 
intestines  exhibit  the  least  expressive  and  most  variable 
symptoms.  This  arises  from  the  wide-spread  influence 
exerdsed  by  tbe  intestinal  function  ovtr  other  and  dis« 
tinct  oi^ans,  and  the  powerful  sympathy  excited  in 
them  by  intestinal  derangement;  hence  it  is  that 
certain  portions  of  the  intestinal  tube,  whether  in  a 
state  of  simple  congestion,  or  even  passing  into  ulcera- 
tive disorganization,  may  almost  be  said  to  possess  no 
true  pathognomonic  characters,  oftentimes  giving  rise 
to  symptoms  simulative  of  other  diseases,  and  thereby 
masking  the  real  though  latent  disorder. 

The  case  before  us  is  a  well-marked  example  of  the 
disguise  under  which  intestinal  mischief  may  present 
itself,  and  proceed  to  a  fatal  termination  without  de- 
veloping any  prominent  abdominal  indications.  Except 
some  trifling  tympanitis  of  the  abdomen  all  tbe  symp« 
toms  declared  for  cerebral  rather  than  abdominal 
disease* 

It  is  commonly  asserted  in  books  that  inflammation 
of  the  intestines  in  adults  is  easily  determined  and 
recognised  in  every  part  of  their  extent ;  but  that  in 
infants,  and  in  the  earlier  periods  of  life,  it  is  admitted 
that  much  obscurity  often  hangs  over  the  symptoms.  la 
children  acute  enteritis  is  frequently  expressed  by  cere« 
bral  symptoms,  but  in  adults,  on  the  contrary,  the 
greatest  variety  of  sympathetic  irritations  develope 
themselves,  and  as  a  general  rule  it  may  be  stated  that 
tbe  enteritis  of  children  is  more  frequently  expressed 
by  cerebral  irritation  than  in  the  adult ;  yet  enteric 
disease  in  the  latter  not  unfrequently  declares  itself  by 
symptoms  chiefly  cerebral.  It  is  usually  asserted,  and 
practically  it  is  true,  that  inflammation  and  disease  of 
certain  distinct  portions  of  the  intestinal  canal  are 
sufficiently  well-marked  by  specific  pathognomonic 
sympoms.  Thus,  in  inflammation  of  the  duodenum,  or 
as  tbe  stomach  is  usually  involved  in  gastro-duodenitis, 
this  condition  is  declared  by  the  presence  of  more  or  less 
jaundice,  pain  and  fullness  over  the  region  of  the  duode- 
num, irritable  stomach,  loaded  urine,  and  clay-coloured 
dejections.  If  the  stomach  be  alone  tbe  seat  of  inflam- 
mation, vomiting  (obstinate  and  constant,)  of  a  green 
bilious  fluid,  is  the  most  prominent  symptom.  If 
diarrhoea,  long-eontinued  and  exhausting,  present  itself, 
experience  justifies  us  in  fixing  on  the  colon  as  the  seat 
of  the  disease.  Thus,  when  these  isolated  portions  of  the 
alimentary  canal  are  involved  in  inflammatory  or  dis- 
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eased  actions,  the  signs  by  which  they  are  recognised, 
and  the  symptoms  by  which  they  are  accompanied,  are 
mfficiently  distinct  and  uneqaivocal.  Post-moriem 
examination  testifies  to  the  truth  of  this  point  in 
•emeiology,  for  after  frequent  and  obstinate  romiting 
the  stomach  is  found  inflamed  and  injected,  and  after 
long  continued  diarrhoea  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
colon  is  found  in  a  similar  condition.  Now,  conrersely, 
this  is  true  also,  viz.,  if  no  vomiting  or  diarrhcea  be 
present  during  life,  we  may  safely  infer  the  absence  of 
any  inflanamatory  condition  of  the  stomach  or  large 
intestine.  In  the  case  before  us  there  was  neither 
vomiting  nor  diarrhcea,  and  the  dissection  proved  the 
stomach  and  colon  to  be  natural  in  appearance,  and 
entirely  free  from  any  trace  of  disease. 

The  symptoms  usually  present  in  adults  when  the 
middle  portions  of  the  intestinal  tube,  tU^  jejunum  and 
ileum,  are  th^  seat  of  disease,  are  those  of  continued 
fever — hot  skin;  quick  pulse;  urgent  thirst;  tongue 
red,  parched  and    dry;    tympanitic  abdomen,    with 
iliac  tenderness ;  great  phjrsical  prostration  and  mental 
stupor.     It   is  very  rare    that  inflammation    of  the 
ileum  in  the  adult  proceeding  on  to  ulceration,  is 
unaccompanied  by  some  of  these  symptoms  more  or 
less  prominently  ejcpressed,  and  when  a  case  occnn  in 
which  all  are  absent,  and  in  the  place  of  them  a  clean 
moist   tongue,   skin    not   elevated   in    temperature, 
BO   physical  prostration,    no  abdominal   tenderness, 
some  sligbtjvsonance  of  the  abdomen,  a  sharp  qtick 
.pulse,  with  a  remarkable  amount  of  stupor  and  sudden 
death,  with  poat-moriem  proofs  of  extensive  ulceration 
in   the  ileum  and  cascum,  and  no    cierebral  lesion 
beyond  congestion,  the  record  of  such  a  case  becomes 
interesting  from  its  deviation  from  ordinary  examples, 
and  is  of  much  value  and  moment  if  it  presents  any 
Knalogy  to  cases  of  similar  irregularity  recorded  by 
others.    Dr.  Stokes  records  a    case  of  enteritis,  in 
which  extensive  ulceration  existed  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  ileum ;  neither  vomiting  nor  diarrhoea  were  pre- 
sent during  life,  and  the  stomach  and  colon  were  found 
perfectly  free  from  vascularity.  "In  this  case,"  he  says, 
"  the  absence  of  vomiting  and  of  diarrhoea  in  the  more 
advanced  periods  is  extremely  interesting  as  connected 
with  the  healthy  state  of  the  stomach  and  colon."    In 
the    case    under   consideration,    there    was    neither 
vomiting  nor  diarrhoea  during  life ;  the  stomach  and 
colon  were  free  from  all  vestiges  of  disease,  yet  the 
ileum  and  cecum  exhibited  many  ulcerations  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  ileum,  and  the  csecnm  was  in  a 
state  of  complete    disorganization.      Again,    Andral 
relates  a  case  of  a  patient,  aged  thirty-five,  "  who  was 
attacked   with  pain  of  the  head,  followed  by  great 
loquacity  and  exaltation  of  ideas,  and  other  tymptoms 
of  cerebral  excitement.    The  tongue  was  natural  and 
the  abdomen  soft  and  notpaintfuU    He  had  soon  after 
furious  delirium  and  indications  of  strong  determina- 
tion to  the  head.    Copious  general  bleeding,  and  the 
application  of  leeches  to  the  neck  produced  no  allevia- 
tion, and  the  patient  expired  suddenly  in  the  midst  of 
a  general    spasm.    The   only    local  qrmptom  of  an 
affection  of  the  bowels  during  the  disease  was  a  slight 
diarrhoea.    On  dissectioB,  the  brain  and  its  membranes 


were  found  perfectly  healthy,  but  the  lower  third  of 
the  ileum  was  in  the  stote  of  acute  inflammation."^ 
As  It  is  not  doubted  that  much  obscurity  frequently 
attends  inflammatory  and  ulcerative  disease  of  the 
small  intestines,  it  is  of  great  moment  to  determine 
what  signs  are  of  most  value  by  which  we  can  dis- 
tinguish the  latent  disease  among  the  many  sympathetic 
and  anomalous  conditions  that  involve  it  in  obscurity. 
Is  there  any  one  specific  indication  on  which  we  can 
uniformly  depend  ?    I  helieve  not ;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  any  series  of  symptoms  is  sufficiently  constant 
to  he   relied  on,  as  distinctly  expressive  of  enteric 
ulceration.    We  have  already  seen,  that  although  a 
hot  skin,  dry  tongue,  thirst,  abdominal  tenderness,  and 
tympany,  with  indications  of  stupor,  when   present* 
may  be  accepted  as  proofs  of  enteric  disease,  yet  the 
present  case,  as  well  as  others  elsewhere  recorded* 
unquestionably  declares,    that   ulceration  may  exist 
without  any  such    catenation  of   symptoms.      Noir 
although  ulceration  of  the  ileum  and  coecum  may  exist 
without  a  hot  skin,  with  a  moist,  dean-looking  tongue* 
without  any  morbid  thirst,  and  with  dejections,  evea 
natural  and  bilious  in  appearance,  and  np  abdominal 
tenderness  or  tension,   yet  there  are  accompanying 
symptoms,  chiefly  cerebral,  which,  though  oftentimes 
obscure,  will,  if  closely  watched,  tempt  us  at  any  rate 
to  doubt  the  presence  of  inflammatory  action  in  the 
brain ;  and  if  so,  to  cause  us  to  direct  our  attention 
to  some  other   organ   for  an   interpretation   of  this 
sympathetic  irritation  of  the  brain.     I  am  anxious  to 
ascertain  if  there  be  any  peculiarity  about  the  cerebral 
symptoms,  by  which  we  can  distinguish  them  front 
those  which  arise  in  true  inflammation  of  the  brain  and 
its  meninges ; — whether  any  distinction  caiTbe  made 
between  the  symptoms  developed  in  encephalitis  or 
arachnitis,  and  those  witnessed  in  cerebral  irritation 
from  enteric  disease.    In  attempting  this  distinction* 
we  must  confine  ourselves   strictly  to    the    mental 
symptoms ;  for  the  state  of  the  pulse,  skin,  tongue* 
and  excretions  could  only  testify  to  the  amount  of 
concomitant  fever.    In  cerebral  inflammation,  there  is 
usually  observed  wild  raving  delirium ;  a  great  amount 
of  physical  violence;  incoherence  of  ideas;  extraor> 
dinary  hallucinations ;  sleeplessness  and  general  rest- 
lessness:  these  are  succeeded  by  a  condition  more 
or  IcbS  indicative  of  coma.    The  cerebral  symptoms 
developed  as  sympathetic  with  intestinal  disease,  are 
characterised  usually  by  a  peculiar  stupor;  there  is  no 
raving  delirium ;  the  patient  lies  passive,  dull  and  motion- 
less; can  be  roused  to  temporary  consciousness;  will  pro- 
trude the  tongue  when  energetically  required  to  do  so'; 
the  nights  are  sleepless,  but  the  patient  remains  quiet 
and  apparently  undisturbed  ;  the  pupils  are  oftentimes 
dilated  and  the  eye-bails  glazed.    These  are  the  usual 
characters  of  the  symptoms  in  sympathetic  irritation  of 
the  brain  from  abdominal  irritation.    Yet  it  is  evident 
that  these  symptoms  cannot  always  be  relied  on, — esin 
Andrei's  case,  the  symptomst  were  of  exaltation  of  aB 
the  mental  faculties,  with  inooberenee  and  delirinm. 
I  cannot  bnt  advise  yon,  however,  to  suspect  something 
other  than  cranial  disease,  if  a  case  presents  itself  with 
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the  peculiar  itupor  which  I  have  described,  and  which 
hat  not  been  preceded  by  any  more  acute  symptoms 
of  cerebral  inflammadott ;  if,  in  addition  to  this  stupor, 
there  be  abdominal  tension  and  tympanitis,  you  may 
with  great  reason  suspect  the  head-vymptoms  to  be 
sympathetic;  if,  also,  there  be  tenderness  about 
the  right  iliac  region  on  pressure,  the  patient  shrink- 
ing when  pressure  b  made  there,  and  if  there  be  a  hot 
ikin,  rapid  pulse,  red  dry  toii|tQ^  ^^^  craving  thirst* 
yon  need  not  doubt  but  that  you  have  a  case  of  enteric 
disease  to  treat,  and  that  with  such  symptoms  your 
prognosis  cannot  but  be  otherwise  than  unfavourable. 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  OVARIAN  DROPSY 

BY  OPERATION. 

TO  THB   XDIT0&  09  THE  PROVINCIAL  MBOICAL  AND 

aUAGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

**  Nunquam  aliud  oatnra,  alind  sapintia  dicit.*' 
I  feel  indebted  to  your  correspondent,  Inquirbr, 
for  an  opportunity  of  supplying  an  important  omission 
in  the  review  I  took  of  my  case  of  ovarian  dropsy  pub- 
lished in  your  Journal,  the  16th  of  last  December.  It 
I  rightly  appreciate*  the  tenor  of  his  enquiries,  he 
wiafaea  to  know  the  data  on  which  I  have  arrived  at 
my  conclusions  respecting  the  comparative  absence  of 
danger,  and  the  superior  advantages  attending  opera- 
tiona  conducted  on  the  principle  I  advocate.  To  form 
a  complete  collection  of  the  cases  which  bear  directly 
or  indirectly  on  the  exemplification  of  this  principle, 
scattered  as  they  are  over  such  a  wide  field  of  research, 
would  be  a  task  incompatible  with  the  discbarge  of 
my  professional  duties.  The  subjoined  abstract,  though 
incomplete,  will  however,  I  trust,  not  merely  satisfy 
him  that  I  had  sufficient  grounds  on  which  to  base 
my  deductions,  but  aUo  attract  and  fix  the  attention 
of  my  professional  brethren  to  the  subject,  and  induce 
them  to  give  the  operation  in  question  a  fair  trial. 
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EIGHTEEN  CASES  O*   OVARIAN   DROPST,  TREATED  ON 
THE    PRINCIPLE  OF   MR.   BAINBRIGGE*S    OPERATION. 

London  Medical  Gazette,  Vol.  18,  p.  469.— Au  opera- 
tion  fur  relief  of  ovarian  dropsy  is  recorded.  An 
incision  of  about  an  inch  and  a  hllf  ivas  mado  below 
the  umbilicus ;  the  sac  was  opened  to  about  the  extent  of 
three  inches,  and  evacnated,  and  a  ligature  passed 
through  it,  and  secured  externally,  in  order  to  keep  the 
sac  in  contact  with  the  abdominal  parietps.  There 
was  a  discharge  for  about  a  month,  when  it  ceased,  and 
the  opening  closed.  The  retuli  wa$  a  permanent  cure. 
By  Mr.  Cvrrie,  Liverpool. 

Memohre*  de  V  Aetidimie  Rayah  de  Chirurg^  lorn  II., 
p.  431  .to  444,  An.  1763.— A  detailed  report  of  two 
eases  by  Le  Dran,  in  which  an  incision  was  made  into 
Uw  eysl,  the  contents  evaeaated,  the  wound  kept  open, 
and' the  sappurative  process  estabUahed  in  the  cyst 
At  remU  wa$  a  permanent  etne,-  a  fistulous  opening 
tMBaitting  in  one  of  the  cases  for  two  years,  and  In  the 


other  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  up  to  which  he  had 
observed  the  case. 

It  appears  that  subsequently  to  these  two  successful 
oases  Le  Dran  was  in  the  habit  of  operating  in  this 
way.  He  says,  he  always  found  the  fistula  remained 
permanenty  except  in  the  solitary  case  above  given , 
where  it  closed  in  two  years.  To  keep  open  the  com- 
munication  with  the  interior  of  the  cyst,  he  sometimes- 
emplpyed  a  tent,  at  others  left  the  canula  or  even 
leaden  tabes  in  the  wound,  and  occasionally  used 
iigections.  Ho  remarks  on  the  inefiicacy  of  tapping, 
and  then  says  "  J*ai  osl  tenter  une  nonvelle  route  et  le 
sttcc^s  a  r^pondu  a  mon  esp^rance,"  from  which  it 
is  natural  to  infer  that  he  was  eminently  successful. 

Lancet,  Vol.  13,  p.  879.— 'Allusion  is  made  to  the 
above  cases;  and  asimiiarone  by  Portal  is  meutioued| 
in  which  a  cure  foUowed, 

Lancet,  Vol.  20,  p.  603.~A  case  by  M.  Rigollot,  of 
St.  Eticnne,  is  given,  in  which  after  the  use  of  the  trocar 
irritating  Injections  were  employed.  The  cure  was 
completed  in  a  month* 

London  Medical  Gazette,  Vol.  25,  p.  349.— A  case  of 

ovarian  dropsy,  treated  by  tappiug  the  tumour  in  the 

vagina.      Although  intended   merely   to  liberate  the 

> fluid  by  tapping,  the  teoimd  kept  open,  and  a  continuous 

discbarge  took  plac^.     Permanent  cure, 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  16,  p. 
367-— A  case  of  operation  by  incision,— closure  of 
the  opening  by  the  surgeon,—- spontaneous  re-opening 
of  it  subiiequently,  of  about  the  size  of  a  small  pea 
from  which,  on  the  slightent  exertion,  matter  flowed 
freely,  whieh  the  operator  considered  an  unusual  effort 
of  nature  for  her  relief;  it  was  followed  by  permanent 
subsidence  of  the  tumour  and  restoration  of  health.  By 
Dr.  Mc'Keever,  Lying-in  Hospital,  Dublin. 

In  my  case,  as  in  the  above,  I  regard  the  continu. 
ance  of  the  discharge  as  au  effort  of  nature  to  suppress 
anv  further  derelopmcut  of  the  disease. 

Medical  Times,  vol.  8,  p.  233.— A  case  is  quoted  as 
having  been  given  by  Dr.  Oilenroth,  in  which  the* 
wound  was  kept  open,  and  the  contents  of  the  sao 
allowed  to  escape  through  it  for  a  considerable  period  ; 
followed  by  a  permanent  and  radical  cure* 

London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  vol.  4,  p.  423. 
— A  case  of  permaneut  cure  is  recorded,  by  an  incision 
into  the  sac,  partial  evacuation  of  its  contents,  and 
a  tent  left  in  .the  wound.  Through  the  opening  a  fluid 
and  portions  of  the  cyst  from  lime  to  time  were  dis- 
charged.   The  opening  remained  fistulous. 

Londfm  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  rol.  6,  p.  320, 
—A  case,  by  Mr.  Langley,  of  ovarian  dropsy,  com- 
plicated with'  pregnancy.  He  punctured  the  cyst  in 
the  vagina,  the  contents  came  away,  and  the  woman 
was  soon  after  delivered.  The  editor  remarks  upon 
it: — «  The  result  of  the  case  warrauts  paracentesis  per 
vaginam;  the  advantage  would  be  the  gradual  and 
constant  discharge  of  the  fluid  by  an  opening  so  de- 
pendent." Of  course*  he  must  allude  to  the  fluid 
draining  off  as  soon  aa  formed  again  in  the  cyst,  and 
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kavetappoMd  sueh  lo  have  been  Aecatein  the  present 
inttance. 

PhUotapkieal  Trantaciions,  Vol.  33.— >Dr.  Houston's 
Case  of  Openttion  for  Orarfen  Tunonr.  He  foana, 
on  introdocing  the  trocar,  tfiat  no  flaid  eane  away; 
bnton  making  an  incision,  he  sacoeeded  in  drawing 
off  the  eoDtents  of  the  sac,  which  were  partly  gelatinons, 
partly  poltaoeoas,  and  rery  considerable  in  quantity. 
He  then  brought  the  sides  of  the  wound  together,  and 
secured  them  by  suture,  leaTing  an  aperture,  howeter, 
through  which  a  discharge  from  the  cyst  continuod  to 
pass  for  some  time.  The  opening  finally  closed,  and 
the  woman  was  conipUlely  cured,  living  fourteen  years 
after,  without  any  return  of  the  tumour. 

Archives  GMraUt  dt  Midecine,  Vol.  58,  p.  36:2.*A 
case  of  orarian  abscess  is  given  by  M.  Ldwenhardt,  of 
Prenzlau,  in  which  he  eracoaied  the  contents  of  the 
ovary  through  an  incision  in  tlie  abdominal  parietes. 
For  about  two  montlis  the  matter  continued  to  drain 
•way,  gradually  decreating  in  qitatitUy.  At  the  end  of 
this  time  the  tumour  had  quite  disappeared,  the  dis. 
charge  ceased,  and  the  opening  closed.  He  says-*'*  La . 
gtterUon  etaii  complete.** 

Archivet  OMrales  de  Atddecine,  Vol.  47,  p.  364.— A 
case  is  recorded,  (extracted  from  the  Anurican  Journal^ 
February,  1838,)  in  which  Mr.  Mussey,  In  attempting 
to  extirpate  a  very  large  ovarian  tumour  was  pruvented 
doing  so  by  numerous  and  extensive  adhesions.  He 
was  obliged  to  have  recourse  merely  to  making  a  small 
incision  into  the  tumour,  through  which  its  contents 
were  drawn  off.  He  kept  up  the  opening  by  means  of 
a  tent.  A  clear  liquid  came  away  for  several  days ;  it 
then  became  fmrulent,  gradually  diminishing'^n  quanlity 
for  three  weekt ;  when  it  cloud,  the  tumour  had  diiftp-r 
feared.  A  year  after  the  woman  was  quite  free  from 
any  return,  and  was  delivered  of  her  fourteenth  child. , 

Archives  Giniralee  de  MSdecine,  Vol.  50,  p.  487.— A 
case  is  quoted  of  an  operation  by  Mr.  Amott,  of  the 
Middlesex  Hospital,  in  which  be  punctured  the  vagina, 
and  a  discharge  from  the  cyst  coniinned  for  tUrty^four 
daytf  wl^n  a  confute  cure  wot  ejfeeted^Bnd  the  opening 
in  the  vagina  perfectly  closed. 

The  Editor  in  his  remarks  alludes  to  another  case, 
similar  in  Us  nature  and  results  to  the  one  above 
mentioned,  as  having  been  published  in  the  Bevue 
Medicate  by  M.  Recsmier. 

Archives  QiniraUs  de  M^cine,  Vol.  31,  p.  427. — 
This  is  an  account  of  an  operation  for  extirpation  of 
ovarian  tumour,  attempted  by  Dr.  Ehrhartstein,  in 
which  from  an  aperture  in  the  external  wound  serum 
continued  to  drain  for  some  time,  which  afterwards 
changed  into  a  milVy  fluid,  and  did  not  disappear  till 
t1ie  ninth  week  after  the  operation,  when  the  wonnd 
cicatrised,  and  the  patient  was  cured. 

Archives  Ginfy-ales  de  Medecine,  Vol.  20,  p.  92.— A 
case  is  given  by  Dr.  Dieffenbach,  of  Berlin,  where  the 
adhesions  were  such  that  ho  merely  punctured  the 
tnmour  after  incision ;  a  saniona  matter  continued  to 
discbarge  itself  through  the  wound  for  some  time  afWr, 
and  the  patient  ultimately  recovered. 


Promnchd ,  Medieal  and  Surgical  Joumaif  VoL  % 
p.  593.— Mr.  Bainbrigge's  operation  for  ovarian  dropsy- 
In  this  oase  an  Incision  waa  mada  throngh  the* 
abdominal  parietes  into  the  sac;  the  oontenta (twenty- 
five  pinto  of  sero-aanguineona  Auid,)  were  evaenated;. 
a  plug  of  lint  was  inserted  to  prevent  union  of  the 
edges  of  the  wonnd,  by  means  of  whioh  a  aupporative- 
ditcharge  was  set  up  from  the  interior  of  the  cyst* 
which  was  followed  by  its  obliteration  without  a  single 
bad  symptom,  and  by  a  permanent  cure. 

MINETEBN    CASKS    OF    OVARIAN     DISEASE,    TREAT^Ih 
Br    NATURE,    ON     THE     FRINCIPLB     WHICH     MR. 
BAINBRIOGE    HAS  ADOPTED. 

London  Medical  Gazette^  VoU  16,  p.  643.— Pn. 
Ramsbotham  relates  a  case  of  ovarian  dropsy,  discharged 
through  an  opening  made  by  nature  at  the  umbilicus ; 
the  tumour -disappeard.  The  patient  lived  eight  years 
after,  and  had  no  return  of  it.  He  also  mentions  » 
similar  case  of  Dr.  Mead's. 

London  Medical  Gazette,  Vol.  24,  p.  966.— Dr.  Henry 
Davies  gives  a  case  of  ovsiian  tumour  in  which  the 
integuments  burst  at  (he  umbilicus^  and  discharged 
a  thick  red  fluid,  which  gave  great  relief.  The  dis* 
charge  continued  for  set^en  years,  during  which  the- 
general  health  ipaa  good ;  it  then  closed.  Two  years  after 
she,  died  of  apoplexy. 

London  Medical  Gazette,  Vol.  25,  p.  396.— A  case  of 
ovarian  dropsy,  bursting  at  the  umbilicus,  is  related  by 
Mr.  Douglas,  of  Glasgow.  The  woman  died  two 
months  after  of  peritonitis.  From  the  particulars  of 
this  case,  there  does  not  appear  any  reason  for  con- 
necting the  operation  and  the  subsequent  discharge 
with  the  peritonitis. 

Lancet,  Vol.  2,  1839-40,  p.  12.— Dr.  Ingleby  relate* 
a  oase  of  ulceration  through  the  abdominal  parietes^ 
through  which  an  otarian  cyst  emptied  itoelf.  There 
was  a  discharge  for  some  time  through  the  opening*, 
followed  by  a  permanent  cure. 

London  Medical  Gazelle,  VoL  35,  p.  303.- A  case  ia 
given  of  diminution  of  the  cyst,  by  a  spontaneooa 
opening  into  the  abdomen  at  the  navel,  which  dis- 
charged purulent  lymph,  and  relieved  the  patient  lu  a 
permanent  manner.     By  Dr.  Lambrecht. 

Medical  Times,  Vol.  13,  p.  262,— Acase  of  ;»miiafi«iit 
cure  of  ovarian  dropiy  is  related  as  having  taken  place*, 
after  a  spontaneous  opening  at  the  umbilicus,  followed 
by  a  diccharge  of  the  contento  of  the  aao,  and  forma- 
tion  of  a  fistulous  passage,  which  subsequently  closed.- 

Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  Vol.  l,p.  519.— It  is  sUtel 
that  Dr.  Montgomery  has  seen  three  cases  in  which 
ovarian  cysts  discharged  their  contento  through  tha 
parietes  of  the  abdomen.  He  does  not  state  what  the 
final  results  were ;  but  had  they  been  unfavourable  or 
faul,  they  would  no  doubt  have  been  mentioned.  A 
similar  case  is  also  alluded  to,  as  being  at  tho  time 
(January  6th,  1843,)  in  Dr.  Stevens's  Hospital. 

Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  2,  p. 
180.^A  case  by  Mr.  Anderson  is  given,  in  which  ik 
sponUneons  opening   took    place  at   the  umbilicus* 
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Tliera  vat  a  discharge  from  the  cyst  vhich  lasted  nine 
monlkt,  thuinp^  wkiek  iht  tumour  had  gradualljf  diaap- 
peured  ;  she  then  diedy  as  it  would  appear,  fron  general 
eachezjy  under  vliSch  she  liad  labonred  long  previons 
to  the  opening  being  fornedf'  ThosUte  of  Uiis  patient's 
health  a  jear  before  the  operation  was  snch,  as  under 
any  eireomstance*,  to  render  it  improbable  that  she 
would  live  more  than  a  few  months. 

London  Medical  OazeiUj  VoL  8y  p.  391.— A  case  is 
given  of  discbarge  of  the  contents  of  an  ovarian  sac 
thrnogh  a  spontaneous  opening  in  the  vsgina,  which 
ulcerated,  and  no  doubt  allowed  any  new  foimed  secre- 
tion gradually  to  escape.  The  consequence  was  almost 
complete  diaappearanee  of  the  tumour.  By  Dr.  Rlliotson. 

London  Medical  OaMelte,  Vol.  31,  p.  572.— Dr. 
Waters  gives  a  case  of  periodical  return  of  an  ovarian 
tumour  and  its  entire  disappearance  two  or  three  times 
after  a  copious  discharge  of  a  thick,  yellowish,  ropy 
fluid,  Ti4  recti  et  vagina*  After  the  last  discharge  no 
retom  of  the  tumour  had  taken  place,  and  tbe  patiem's 
health  was  in  a  saUsfactory  state. 

Lancet,  Vol.  2, 183940,  p.  12.— Dr.  Ingleby  gives  a 
cau  of  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy,  consequent  on  ulceration 
into  the  bladder,  and  permanent  discharge  per  orethram, 
for  upwards  of  a  year,  of  albuminous  fluid,  shreJs  of 
coagulable  lymph,  and  hydatids. 

Lancet,  Vol.  2,  1839.40.— Dr.  Ingleby  gives  a  case 
of  rupture  of  ovarian  cyst  into  the  intestinal  canal,  as 
evinced  by  the  vomiting  of  the  contents  mixed  with 
fstcal  matter,  which  he  describes  as  lasting  for  some 
days,  andjblhwed  by  a  cure, 

lancet,  Tol.  3,  1843  43,  p.  422.—A  case  of  spon- 
taneous  permanent  cure  of  ovarian  dropsy,  by  a 
discharge  from  the  cyst  per  vaginam,  of  several  days' 
duration. 

Medieo-Ckiruryicai  Review,  Vol.  34,  p.  206.— Gives 
tJtree  casee  of  cure  by  accidental  rnpturo  of  a  cyst  into  the 
vagina,  and  discharge  through  that  opening;  there  can 
be  no  doubt  (hat  tbe  discharge  was  continuous  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period. 

Many  more  cases  of  the  above  description  might  be 
adduced  if  necessary,  for  the  further  elucidation  of  this 
very  interesting  mode  in  which  nature  operates  suc- 
cessfully for  the  corOgOf  this  formidable  disease. 

With  respect  to  the  accidental  casbb  to  wliich  I 
have  alluded,  it  appears  to  ma  that  many  cures  bare 
resulted  from  the  bursting  of  the  cyst  into  some  por- 
tion of  the  intestiuesy  or  tbe  bladder,  as  well  as  into 
the  peritoneal  carity,  under  which  circumstances  a 
discbarge  of  the  fluid  takes  place,  eon  tinning  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  period,  did  thus  terminating  as  in 
the  cases  above  detailed,  in  a  more  or  less  permanent 
cure.  Instances  of  this  kind  are  by  no  means  rare. 
As  to  those  cases  where  an  atcidental  external  opening 
has  been  made  into  the  cyst  through  tbe  parietes  of 
the  abdomen,  as  in  the  well-known  case  of  the  goring 
by  a  boll,  &c.  &c.,  a  permanent  cure  has  also  been 
effected  on  similar  principles. 


Tbe  foregoing  abstract  professes  to  do  no  more  thaa 
give  a  sufiicient  number  of  cases  to  exemplify  the 
principle  of  the  operation  in  question,  and  Justify  the 
conclusion  I  hare  arrired  at.  It  is  worth  menttoninf 
that  the  fsrther  I  extended  my  search  the  more  t 
became  conrinced  that  this  operation  bas  been  regarded 
either  with  needless  alarm  or  culpable  indifference,  Im 
presenting  these  as  cases  in  point,  it  is  to  be  obserrad^ 
that  with  the  exception  of  the  first  three  on  the  list,  k 
does  not  appear  that  the  surgeons  contemplated  or 
understood  the  rationale  of  tbe  operation.  In  their 
descriptions  they  seem  to  overlook  tbe  main  fact,  or 
mention  it  in  a  way  to  show  they  attach  little  or  •• 
ralue  to  it.  Hence  some  of  tlie  cases  must  hvre 
laboured  under  serious  disadrantages  arising  from 
careless  or  injudicious  after-treatment,  or  from  the 
non -employment  of  subsidiary  means,  calculated  le 
promote  a  successful  issue  of  the  operation.  The 
cases  are,  howerer,  not  the  less  on  that  account  to  be 
received  in  eridence,  but  rather  tbe  more,  and  I  hare 
no  doubt  that  many  of  the  cases  on  record  in  vhieii 
the  cure  has  been  ascribed  to  different  causes,  or  not 
attempted  to  be  accounted  for  unless  on  some  rsgue 
general  principle,  would,  if  more  circumstantially 
detailed,  exhibit  the  particular  characteristic  feature  of 
the  examples  Fliare  collected. 

My  list  more  than  bears  me  out  in  tbe  ratio  I  origi* 
nally  laid  down,  and  even  the  two  deaths  may  be 
accounted  for,  as  indeed  they  were,  by  circumstances 
totally  independent  of  tlie  open  state  of  the  orarian 
cyst  or  the  discharge.  It  may  be  said  that  mere 
extensire  research  would  furnish  many  cases  in  wWdk 
death  has  occurred,  either  during  a  discharge  so  super* 
induced  and  maintained,  or  after  its  cessation.  I  muck 
doubt  whether  many  such  could  be  adduced*-!  bare 
not  been  able  to  ^nd  them.  Still  I  admit  a  few  might 
be  met  with,  but  they  cannot  be  considered  as  applicable 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  fatal  issue  might  be 
fairly  attributed  to  the  discharge  so  established  and 
circumstanced ;  and  eren  could  this  be  demonstrated, 
I  feel  confident  it  would  not  disturb  my  ratio,  as  a 
counterbalancing  proportion  of  successful  cases  weirtd 
also  be  discorerable. 

Among  the  numerous  writers  on  ovarian  disease^ 
such  as  Morgagni,  Crureilhier,  Delpech,Lizars,&c.  dec, 
few  seem  to  hare  regarded  this  operation  favourably 
They  either  magnify  its  dsogers  or  underrate  its  ralee. 
The  cases  they  adduce  in  eridence  against  it  do  nc( 
apply.  Instead  of  judiciously  aiding  nature  in  her 
friendly  efforts,  they  interfere  with,  and  obstruct  her 
by  means  of  stimulating  injections  or  irritating  sub* 
stances,  such  as  canulas,  teaien  tubes,  bougies,  4nc. 
left  in  the  wpuad— a  wound  which,  of  all  others* 
requires  to  be  managed  with  the  utmost  delicacy  an4 
caution.  What  can  be  more  contrary  to  the  true 
principles  of  surger}',  and  what  other  than  disastrous  or 
negattre  results  could  be  expected  to  follow  sudi 
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practice?  Cmcs  treated  in  tbis  way  I  exclude  from 
the  category.  Tbe  trron  of  art  must  not  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  tbe  operatUms  of  nature.  Dr.  Brigbt  is 
one  of  those  few  authors  who  seems  to  have  formed 
correct  views  on  the  subject,  tbongh  not  perhaps  to 
have  thoroughly  appreciated  its  importance.  He 
expresses  himself  to  the  effect  that  in  some  cases 
the  wound  does  not  close,  and  that  suppuration  con« 
ttnues  for  months  or  years,  and  that  such  an  occurrence 
so  far  frum  being  fatal,  proloHg$  existence.  This  judici- 
ous observer  no  doubt  speaks  from  experience. 

I  bare  again  tothanl^our  correspondent,  iNauiRKu, 
for  the  present  opportunity,  wbich  I  gladly  embrace, 
to  make  a  few  additional  remarks  on  my  own  case, 
suggested  by  a  re-consideration  of  its  details.  On 
making  the  incision,  I  should  not  in  any  future  case 
consider  it  advisable  to  remove  a  large  portion  of  the 
cyst,  with  a  view  to  diminish  the  extent  of  the  secretin ff 
eur/ace.  I  should  leave  its  gradual  contraction  to 
nature.  In  all  the  cases  above  given,  where  nature 
operated,  the  sac  remained  entire,  and  no  bad  symptoms 
followed.  Tliere  is  besides  an  objection  to  it  where  the 
sac  is  free  from  adkesioiis.  By  removing  a  consider- 
able portion  of  a  large  cyst,  I  should  have  a  wound  of 
many  inches  in  extent  to  bring  into  adaptation  with 
one  of  inferior  dimensions.  A  puckering  of  the  edges 
of  the  cyst  would  inevitably  follow.  These  puckerings 
could  not  be  applied  to  the  lips  of  the  external  wound ; 
union  therefore  might  be  incomplete,  thereby  endanger- 
ing protrusion  of  tbe  abdominal  viscera,  and  an  escipe 
of  matter  into  the  peritoneal  cavity, — two  very  serious 
accidents  which  must  be  most  carefully  guarded 
against.  I  should  simply  remove  as  much  of  the  sac 
as  would  leave  tbe  opening  in  it  as  nearly  as  possible 
corresponding  with  that  of  the  external  wound,  and 
unite  the  lips  of  both,  accurately  and  smoothly,  by  the 
uninterrupted  sutttrc.  I  am  now  alluding  to  sacs  free 
from  adhesions  at  the  point  of  operation. 

But  when  the  sac  is  adherent  at  tbis  point,  all  this 
labour  and  difficulty  are  saved.  Here  it  is  worthy  of 
note,  that  the  very  circumstance  which  most  seri- 
ously complicates  the  wajor  and  minor  operations— so 
called— viz.,  the  existence  of  adhesions  which  must  be 
torn  or  cut  through,  is  not  a  source  of  danger,  but 
rather  a  gnat  advantage  for  the  successful  accomplish- 
ment of  the  present  plan;  and  indeed  could  it  be 
possibly  ascertained  by  auscultation  or  otherwise,  tliat 
adhesion  to  the  walls  of  the  abdomen  existed  at  any 
particular  point,  I  should  select  that  jwint  for  my 
incision,  provided  it  presented  no  extraordinary  ana- 
tomical obsLicle. 

After  the  operation  all  that  is  required  is  to  intro- 
duce a  tent  of  lint  into  the  wound  to  prevent  its 
closure,  foment  the  whole  of  the  abdomen  with  warm 
water,  and  keep  the  patient  very  quiet  for  a  few  days, 
allowing  no  escape  of  the  fluid  except  at  the  dme  of 
dressing.    The  plug  should  be  kept  in  firmly  bj  means 


of  a  compress  and  bandage,  and  removed  once  or 
oftener  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  acoordtag  to  the 
amount  of  secretion. 

In  my  case,  after  the  suppurative  proeeu  bad  been 
established,  the  quantity  of  matter  being  for  some 
time  considerable,  I  placed  tbe  patient  on  a  prone 
couch  to  allow  of  its  gravitation  towards  the  external 
opening  and  its  gradual  escape.  More  or  less  inflam- 
matory action  must  be  expected  to  ensue  after  the 
operation ;  this  should  be  allowed  to  subside,  and  no 
risk  incurred  of  its  increase  by  leaving  canulas  in  the 
wound,  as  was  done  in  cases  operated  upon  with  no 
result  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Key.  The  mere  introduction  of 
pieces  of  leather,  softened  l|y  steeping  iRjDil,  as  sub- 
stitutes for  the  lint  plug,  produced  so  much  irritation 
during  the  chronic  discharge  in  my  case  that  I  was  com- 
pelled to  have  recourse  to  leeches  and  fomentations. 

With  respect  to  the  cases  in  which  nature  herself 
performed  the  operation,  I  cannot  help  observing,  how 
wonderful  and  beautiful  are  her  resources  under  such 
extremities  !  and  bow  long  and  valnlg  has  she  laboured 
to  indicate  to  us  a  safe  and  simple  mode  of  treating 
ovarian  dropsy  !  After  hundreds  of  experiments,  aud 
ages  of  experience,  we  cannot,  I  feel  assured,  act  wiser 
or  better,  even  in  the  present  day,  than  simply  to 
watch  her  movements,  and  imitate  her  example. 
Obseive  how  cautiously  she  makes  her  external 
opening,  and  instead  of  violating  the  system  by  such 
a  sweeping  act  as  that  of  the  major  or  minor  operation, 
she  almost  imperceptibly  sets  up  a  new  action  in  the 
cy9t,  adapts  the  treatment  to  circumstances,  and 
.  gradually  obliterates  the  cavity. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  I  shall  not  be  considered  as 
needlessly  obtruding  myself  on  the  notice  of  the  pro- 
fession by  bringing  tbis  case  so  proiitinently  forward, 
and  entering  so  minutely  into  its  details.  I  have  been 
influenced  simply  by  a  wish,  and  animated  by  a  hope, 
that  others  may  be  induced  to  try  a  similar  method, 
and  reap  a  similar  reward.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  the 
subject  elucidated  by  other  more  gifted  individuals. 
The  enquiries  of  your  correspondent  seem  so  reason- 
able, and  the  operation  itself  of  such  vast  importance 
to  the  interests  of  sulferiog  humanity,  that  without 
loss  of  time,  and  at  considerable  personal  inconveni- 
ence, I  have  endeavoured  to  reply  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  indicate  more  clearly  than  at  first,  what 
appears  to  me,  the  best  and  safest  course  tobepersued 
in  the  practice  of  otartotomy. 
I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BAINBRIG6E. 

Liverpool,  January  1,  1847. 
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PATHOLOGICAL  REMARKS  ON  A  CASE  OF 
HEPATITIS  RESULTING  IN  ABSCESS. 

By  Edmunb  Bovlt,  Esq.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  England,  H.P.  Bengfil  Medical 
Serfice,  AisbUiit  Siurgeon  to  the  Eye  Infirmary, 
Bath. 

(Read  at  the  Deeemher  Meeting  of  the  Bath 
Pathological  Society.) 

J.  B.  a  woman,  aged  53,  of  a  rery  full  habit  of  body, 
and  accQfttomed  to  lire  freely,  applied  to  me  on  the 
18tbof  October,  1845,  sufferiog  from  congestive  dys- 
pepsia. She  was  generally  speaking  healthy,  but  had 
suffered  in  her  lifetime  from  inflammatory  disease  in 
the  chest  She  was  freely  purged  with  mercurials  and 
saline  aperients ;  low  diet  was  enjoined,  and  In  a  few 
days  she  was  well  again ;  but  on  the  4th  of  November, 
without  any  asrignable  cause,  (except  perhaps  an  excess 
of  diet,  which  wae  not  acknowledged,)  she  was  suddenly 
seised  with  rigors,  followed  by  the  usual  symptoms 
denotiDg  acute  inflammation  of  the  liver.  The  pain 
was  so  rery  acute  and  so  sensibly  increased  by  the 
Slightest  touch  or  pressure,  as  to  lead  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  right  lobe  was 
principally  engaged.  From  the  first  onset  of  the 
disease  the  urine  was  completely  loaded  with  lithate 
of  ammonia,  so  much  so  as  for  the  first  few  hours  after 
it  was  passed,  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  brick-red 
liquor,  without  any  sediment,  but  afterwards  the 
deposit  was  thrown  down  and  the  fluid  assumed  a 
yellowish  tinge. 

The  disease  was  met  very  actively,  with  the  usual 
treatment,  which  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  dwell  upon. 
I  will  just  observe,  that  she  was  freely  bled,  locally 
and  from  the  arm,  afterwards  blistered,  freely  purged, 
her  system  brought  rapidly  under  the  influence  of 
mercur}',  and  a  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen  enforced ; 
by  these  means  the  pain  was  mitigated,  but  the  inflam- 
mation instead  o^subsiding  altogether  as  was  desiied, 
gradually  assumed  a  sub-acute  character,  and  was 
not  to  be  orercome. 

Under  these  circumstances,  abscess  was  the  result 
naturally  to  be  expected,  and  accordingly  about  the 
beginning  of  January,  1846,  she  was  again  seized  with 
rigors,  followed  by  pulsation  or  throbbing  in  the  hypo- 
cfaondriuro.  By  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  the  side 
was  tumefied,  and  fluctuation  was  readily  perceived. 
The  patient,  however,  was  much  exhausted  ;  her  pulse 
was  96.  On  the  11th  it  had  risen  to  120,  was  bard 
and  jerking,  betraying  in  itself  the  existence  of  pus, 
pent  up  in  the  system.  On  the  12th  she  was  troubled 
with  constant  bilious  vomiting ;  her  conntenanoe  was 
anxious,  and  It  appeared  that  if  she  were  not  relieved 
in  a  few  honrs,  death  must  be  the  inevitable  result. 
Still  the  had  aatorally  a  good  ooostitution,  and  there 
was  reason  to  think,  that  if  freed  from  accumulating 
pus,  she  might  rally.  Her  pulse  this  day  was  not  to  be 
counted,  p»  she  had  been  hurried  getting  up  to  stool ; 
the  evacuation  beii)g  of  normal  character.  I  must  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  at  this  time,  since  the  setting  in 
of  suppuration,  the  urine  had  regained  a  healthy 
appearance,  and  was  free  from  all  deposit. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  concurrent  valued 


advice,*  selecting  the  softest  and  most  depending 
situation,  on  the  outer  side  of  the  hypochondpum,  I 
passed  a  trocar  obliquely  upwards  and  inwards  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abscess,  and  evacuated  nine  ounces  (by 
weight,)  of  pus,  mingled  with  bile,  and  then  placed  a 
small  tent  of  lint  in  the  wound. 

The  patient  was  faint,  and  suffered  much  from 
bilious  romiting,  but  on  the  whole  was  relieved.  She 
slept  and  took  nourishment,  and  in  the  evening  her 
pulse  was  100,  soft  and  equable. 

On  the  13th  I  removed  the  plug,  as  no  pus  had 
escaped  through  it,  and  took  away  five  ounces  more 
of  similar  looking  pus  to  that  evacuated  the  previous 
day. 

The  patient  still  suffered  for  some  days  from  bilious 
vomiting,  which  was  very  troublesome  to  manage. 
The  abscess  continued  to  discharge  freely  and  the 
fluid  evacuated  seemed  to  consist  of  as  much  bile  at 
pus,  and  the  urine  again  threw  down  large  deposits  of 
the  lithate  of  ammonia.  Once  or  twice  I  thought  it 
contained  bile,  but  this  was  not  tested. 

The  sinus  was  very  difficult  to  keep  open,  th& 
external  orifice  getting  frequently  glued  up,  but  ^as 
soon  as  any  quantity  of  pus  re-accumulated^  she 
became  evidently  feverish,  and  altogether  worse. 
However,  she  gradually  improved,  and  on  the  12th  of 
February,  a  month  after  the  puncturing.  I  explored  the 
sinus,  and  found  it  three  inches  and  alialf  deep;  but 
as  far  as  I  could  detect,  the  cavity  of  the  abscess  was 
neariy  obliterated.  On  the  16th  the  discharge  had  almost 
ceased,  and  I  allowed  the  orifice  to  remain  closed,  in 
hopes  that  the  sinus  would  become  sound  throughout 
its  extent.  On  the  22nd,  deposits  ceased  in  the  urine, 
though  on  the  25th,  it  was  again  loaded. 

The  patient  was  now  able  to  move  into  an  adjoining 
room,  though  her  pulse  kept  at  105,  and  she  con* 
tinually  complained  of  cold,  and  had  nearly  lost  the 
jue  of  her  limbs  from  paralysis. 

IKshortly  after  thi%  she  went  into  the  country,  and 
was  not  under  my  eye.  There  I  learned  that  some 
degree  of  pain  recun-ed  in  the  side,  and  it  became 
again  tumified,  the  sinus  re-opened  and  a  similar 
evacuation,  as  regards  quantity  and  quality,  was  disr 
charged  as  on  the  former  occasion. 

She  returned  home  after  an  absence  of  fifteen  weeks. 
When  I  examined  her,  I  found  the  wound  still  wept  a 
little  serum,  her  pulse  was  100,  and  she  was  nearly 
bemiplegic,  but  her  appetite  was  good'  and  tongue 
clean.  I  gave  her  very  little  medicine  and  she  began 
to  improve.  In  August  her  pulse  came  down  to  84  ; 
her  side  was  free  from  all  tumour  or  tenderness  ;  the 
sinus  was  quite  closed ;  her  general  health  much  im« 
proved ;  and  she  wfs  recovering  the  use  of  her  limbs. 
When  I  saw  her  a  few  weeks  ago,  she  Was  enjoying  a 
very  fair  state  of  healih.  She  has  again  returned  to 
the  country  and  I  was  informed  a  few  days  since,  that 
she  continues  to  regain  more  of  her  original  good 
health,  and  has  discarded  her  crutches ;  but  I  must  not 
omit  to  mention,  that  occasionally,  slight  tumidity 
recurs  in  the  side,  and  a  fluid  resanUing  pure  serum 

•  Mj  friends  Drs.  Bovvie  and  Fergnsson,  and  Mr. 
Uuderbaj,  were  so  good  at  to  see  this  case  with  me,  and 
agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of  punctaring  the  abscess. 
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<M>ze8  f^om  the  sinus  id  sufficient  quantity  to  moisten 
her  clothes;  in  other  respects  she  has  nothing  to 
complain  of. 

Having  briefly  sketched  the  history  of  this  case,  I 
proceed  to  make  a  few  pathological  remarks  on  the 
disease.  When  inflaR:mation  of  the  liver  of  an  acute 
cr  sub-acute  character  has  existed  for  any  length  of 
lime,  we  know  that  suppuration  is  not  an  infrequent 
Rsnlt,  and  the  diagnosis  of  abscess,  generally  speaking, 
n  not  difficult ;  except  perhaps  in  that  form  which  is 
described  as  occurring  roost  frequently  in  scrofulous 
constitutions,  where  a  number  of  small  abscesses, 
about  the  size  of  a  filbert  each,  are  scattered  through- 
oai  the  substance  of  the  organ ;  and  it  may  occur, 
that  in  cases  where  fluctuation  is  readily  perceived  the 
f  «8  may  be  contained  in  two  or  more  distinct  sacs  not 
commonicatiog  with  each  other.  Such  a  circumstance 
would  occasion  serious  embarassment  if  relief  were 
attempted  by  external  puncture. 

In  the  present  case  suppuration  was  ushered  in  with 
rigors,  though  they  are  by  no  means  its  invariable  con* 
comitants.  In  those  cases  where  the  disease  progreses 
nsidiously,  or  where  pus  is  laid  down  secondarily  in 
connection  witl)  dysenteric  disease,  rigors  are  generally 
absent.  This  circumstance  tends  to  make  the  exact 
diagnosis  more  difficult.  I  have  frequently,  in  examin- 
ing the  b<)dies  of  European  soldiers  of  Her  Majesty's 
Regiments  in  Bengal,  been  surprised  to  find  immense 
collections  of  pus  in  livers,  where  its  presence  had  not 
been  suspected,  though  in  relation  to  this  subject,  the 
late  Mr.  Twining,  a  very  high  authority,  says,—'*  I 
believe  there  are  always  symptoms,  which  though 
obscure,  are  always  sufficient  to  point  out  the  disease.*' 
(Diseases  of  Bengal,  Vol.  I.,  p.  29.)  ^| 

The  patient's  pulse  was  quick,  small,  and  jerkii^ 
indicating  pus  being  pent  up  in  the  system.  Increased 
tumefaction  and  a  sense  of  fluctuation  were  soon 
perceptible  in  the  hypochondrium,  and  these  symptoms 
are  always  to  be  expected  when  the  disease  is  situated 
superficially.  It  is  only  in  the  "deep  central  abscess  '* 
that  obscurity  is  likely  to  occur. 

The  mere  circumstance  of  pus  being  formed  in  the 
substance  of  the  liver,  even  with  a  tendency  to  trai*el 
oatwardy,  affords  no  guarantee  that  adhesive  inflamma- 
tion will  occur  between  the  opposed  layers  of  the 
peritoneum ;  but  in  this  case  there  was  great  reason  to 
suppose,  froux  the  great  pnin  and  tenderness  at  the 
onset,  that  th(  peritoneal  coat  was  primarily  engaged, 
and  this  led  me  to  infer  that  no  danger  of  extravasation 
into  the  carity  of  the  membrane  would  occur,  if 
an  external  opening  were  made,  to  give  exit  to  the 
confined  pus.  Tlie  abscess  was  clearly  situated  in  the 
aaperficial  portion  of  the  right  lobe,  and  Nature  was 
endeavouring  to  aflfect  her  own  cure  by  tending  to  a  dis- 
charge externally ;  but  it  was  evident  that  the  patient's 
constitution  could  not  afford  to  wait  the  result  of 
Kature's  own  operations,  and  it  became  necessary  to 


assist  her,  otherwise  in  a  few  hours  death  would  hare 
occurred  from  exhaustion ;  or  it  appesred  possible  ihct 
the  abscess  might  barsfc  into  the  peritooeam,-~a  result 
not  by  any  means  so  infrequent  as  some  haye  supposed, 
especially  in  India,  where  the  patients  osually  die 
within  a  period  varying  from  a  few  hours  to  a  few  days. 

Assuming  Dr.>Oeorge  Budd's  opinion  to  be  correct, 
that  the  prognosis  of  hepatic  abscess  is  more  nnfavour* 
able,  generally  speaking,  when  it  is  discharged  imme- 
diately externally  through  the  abdominal  walls  than  by 
any  other  channel,  it  is  very  important  to  OMirk  what 
are  those  conditions  which  seem  most  likely  to  promise 
a  favourable  result}  and  amongst  the  most  evident  is 
the  circumstance  of  the  abscess  being  situated  super- 
ficially, because  tben^  there  is  a»ost  likely  to  be  a  leH 
amount  of  disorganixatton,  and  then  there  is  by  far  the 
greater  probability  of  adhesions  being  formed  between 
the  layers  of  the  peritonenm,  the  want  of  which  is  a 
very  certain  drawback  to  the  success  of  any  operation, 
and  I  am  doubtful  whether  Dr.  Graves'  or  any  other 
method  offersany  certainty  of  producing  such  adhesions. 

The  quantity  of  pns  evacuated  was  not  great;  nine 
ounces,  by  weight,  seemed  to'  empty  the  sac.  We 
know  that  the  amount  of  softening  and  aero-puruleat 
infiltration  with  iriiich  abscess  commences,  is  pro- 
portioned to  the  intensity  of  the  engorgement  and 
subsequent  inflammstion;  and  it  is  evident  that  they 
must  equally  depend  upon  the  amount  of 'Structure 
engaged.  Thus,  I  presume,  only  a  portion  of  the  organ 
was  inflamed  in  this  instance. 

The  pus  discharged  was  clearly  niogled  with  a  large 
proportion  of  bile;  and  I  would  ask, — was  this  bile 
secreted  by  the  walls  of  the  abscess,  or  was  it  infiltrated 
through  them  from  the  surrounding  parenchyma  ?  It 
might  be  supposed  that  tha^all-blaoder  was  injured; 
but  in  another  case,  where  large  quantities  of  bile  were 
discharged  externally,  and  the  patient  died,  the  gall- 
bladder was  found  intact.  Perhaps  the  more  probable 
supposition  is,  that  a  large  duct  was  opened  by  the 
process  of  ulceration,  and  that  it  refused  to  take  on  a 
reparative  action,  and  so  allowed  the  bile  to  escape. 

The  operation  was  sncceded  by  vomiting.  On  this 
symptom  I  will  remark  presently. 

Long  after  the  patient  had  rallied  from  the  primary 
attack  the  pulse  continued  high;  and  although  she 
ate  and  drank,  and  slept  well,  and  the  side  was  free 
from  all  tenderness,  still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
inflammation  of  a  low  sub-acute  character  was  going 
on.  Suppuration  ii^  a  result  which  relieves  and  checks 
inflammatory  action,  but  by  no  means  vanquishes  it; 
and  this  low  inflammation  ultimately  produced  a 
secondary  formation  of  pus  in  the  sac  of  the  abscess, 
at  which  time  the  patient  was  not  und^r  ray  eye  ;  but 
there  is  great  reason  to  suppose  that  the  original 
inflHnini&tion  had  never  been  entirely  subdued,  and 
it  existed,  I  believe,  without  producing  pain.  I1ie 
liver  itself  is  not  highly  susceptible  of  pain,  and  I 
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appreliend  that  the  very  painful  aymptoms  in  be padtii 
tfe  maialjT  dependent  npon  the  tensioni  inflammAtion, 
or  sympathy  of  its  serous  inrestment. 

The  cbaneterof  the  urine  next  demands  an  obserra- 
tioB  or  two.  From  the  first  atUck  of  the  disease  the 
urine  was  marked  by  large  deposits  of  litbate  of 
ammonia*  distingoisbed  by  a  great  amount  of  colouring 
matter  being  developed  vritfa  if,  so  mnch  so  as  to  gire 
it  the  appearance  of  that  rery  scarce  kind,  which  is 
described  as  being  permanently  red,  and  which  throws 
down  no  deposit.  Its  specific  gravity  was  rather  low, 
1.014,  at  a  temperatore  of  60^,  and  it  contained  no 
albumen. 

Deposits  of  litbate  of  ammonia  are  very  common  in 

hepatic  disease,  and  I  need  no  apology  for  quoting  Dr. 

Front's  views  on  the  subject.    He  says  "  the  lithate 

of  ammonia  is  not  only  supposed  to  be  derived  from 

imperfectly   assimilated    chyle,    but    also    from    the 

deranged  secondary  assimilation   of  the   albuminous 

textures  of  the  body."     (Stomach  and  Renal  Diseases, 

p.  203.)     He  considers  that  the  liver  noi  only  performs 

a  negative  or  arcrttary  function,  but  also  a  positive  or 

assimilating  power  over  the  oleaginous  tissues.    The 

following  are  his  general  inferences  on  this  subject :~ 

**  First,  the  liver  is  the  organ  by  which  the  blood  is 

depurated  of  unassimilated  and  superfluous  oleaginous 

matters,  as  well  as  of  those  portions  of  the  blood 

deprived  of  its  azote,  of  its  saccharine  constituents, 

and  consequently  of  ite  vitality,  during  the  primary 

assimilating  processes.    Secondly,  the  kidneys  are  the 

organs  by  which  the  blood  is  depurated  of  its  unassimi- 

lated,  soperfluous,  and  effete  albuminous  principles, 

as  well  as  of  the  mineral  matters  incidental  to  these 

principles  which  are  otherwise  derived.    Thirdly,  the 

neutral  and  alkalescent  character  of  the  bile,  and  the 

oxygenated  and  acidulous  character  of  the  urine,  shew 

that  the  general  characters  of  the  actions  going  on  in 

the  liver  and  kidneys  are  opposed  to  each  other ;— in 

short,  that  the  general  action  of  the   liver  is  of  a 

negative,  the  general  action  of  the  kidneys  of  a  positive, 

character;  and  that  one  of  these  important  organs, 

antagonistically   related    to    each    other,    cannot  be 

deranged  without  deranging  the  other."     (Op.  cit.,  p. 

569.)     To  this  he  adds  a  foot  note~<<This  deduction 

may  be  stated  more  generally,  thus  -.—The  liver  may  be 

considered  as  the  principal  focus  or  pole  of  all  the 

megmtive ;  the  kidneys  as  the  principal  focus  or  pole  of 

an  the  positive  actions  going  on  throughout  the  organic 

system." 

Daring  the  continuance  of  certain  hepatic  and  other 
diseases,  the  process  of  assimilation  is  interfered  with, 
and  lithates  are  largely  eliminated  by  the  kidneys. 
Now,  in  the  present  case,  I  have  be/ore  remarked,  that 
on  the  setting  in  of  suppuration,  all  deposit  ceased  in 
the  nrine.  How  is  this  phenomena  to  be  explained  ? 
I  apprehend  that  during  the  progress  of  the  disease  the 
liver  was  in  a  state  of  intense  engorgement,  which 


completely  interfered  with  the  doe  performance  of  its 
normal  functions.  This  engprgement  was  partially 
relieved  by  the  pouring  out  of  pus.  The  organ  freed 
from  an  overpowering  incubus,  immediately  resumed 
its  proper  office,  and  bile  was  secreted  in  an  inordinate 
quantity,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  troublesome 
vomiting  already  alluded  to,  and  which  was  quite  dis- 
tinct from  the  vomiting  of  irritation  which  occurs 
where  abscess  is  situated  near  the  inferior  surface  of 
the  organ.  The  kidneys  then  ceased  to  eliminate  the 
abnormal  quantity  of  lithate  of  ammonia,  and  the 
balance  of  secondary  assimilation  for  the  time  was 
restored.  After  a  while  the  engorgement  again  took 
place,  the  relief  being  temporary  j  the  lithate  was  again 
thrown  down  in  the  urine,  and  continued  with  slight 
intermission  until  convalescence  prov^  that  the  entire 
function  of  assimilation  was  satisfactorily  performed. 
I  regard  this  as  interesting  in  a  pathological  point  of 
view,  and  corroborative  of  Dr.  Front's  hypothesis. 

There  ^another  point  to  which  I  must  just  refer, 
without  at  all  entering  into  the  question.  The  patient 
from  the  time  the  abscess  was  opened,  complained  con- 
tinually of  a  sensation  of  chilliness,  even  whilst  the 
surface  of  her  body  to  the  touch  felt  hot  and  dry.  Now, 
this  symptom  may,  I  think,  be  taken  with  the  paralytic 
affection,  and  be  considered  as  arising  from  impaired 
nervous  energy,  consequent  npon  so  severe  an  attack 
of  disease  in  so  important  an  organ.  But  on  the  other 
hand  it  may  be  that  this  symptom  was  connected  with 
an  interesting  question.  If  the  views  of  some  authors 
be  correct,  we  may  enquire  how  far  the  function  of 
combustion,  the  evolution  of  caloric,  was  interfered 
with  by  this  lesion  of  the  liver;  but  this  rather  belongs 
to  physiology  than  pathology,  and  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  enter  upon  it  now. 

Lastly,  the  question  may  be  asked, — What  is  the 
present  condition  of  the  organ  ? 

Tlie  post'fHOrfem  examinations  of  individuals  who 
Lave  died  several  years  after  recovery  from  hepatic 
abscess,  ha\*e  discovered  no  remains  of  the  disease, 
excepting  sometiu;es  the  existence  of  adhesions  between 
the  opposed  surfaces  of  the  peritoneum,  and  I  believe 
in  most  cases  the  sac  is  perfectly  obliterated.  How  is 
this  effected  ?  In  similar  cases,  abcesses'  have  been 
found  difficult  to  heal,  and  some  practitioners  have 
attempted  to  close  them  by  exciting  adhesive  inflam- 
mation in  the  sides  of  the  sac ;  but  suppurating,  like 
mucous,  surfaces,  do  not  readily  take  on  inflammation  of 
an  adhesive  character,  and  iheattempt  has  usually  failed. 
The  process  of  obliteration  is,  I  believe,  accomplished 
gradually,  as  the  abscess  was  formed.  As  in  the  latter 
case  absorption  increased  around  the  primary  softening 
and  infiltration  ;  so  afterwards,  new  healthy  pnrenchy- 
matous  structure  is  laid  down,  gradually  lessening  the 
area  of  the  sac,  until  nothing  but  the  walls  remain  ; 
these  are  at  last  absorbed  themselves,  and  the  organ 
regains  its  original  integrity  of  structure.    Where  the 
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peritoneum  has  been  inflamed,  as  in  tbe  present  case, 
doubtless  adbesions  irill  be  formed,  but  Mr.  Tnrining 
remarks,  that  it  is  surprising  hour  seldom  they  do  exist, 
eren  in  cases  where  the  abscess  was  situated  super- 
ficially and  tended  towards  an  exit  through  the  abdomi- 
nal parietes.  Have  I  a  right,  then,  to  suppose  that  the 
liTer  in  this  case  has  recovered  its  original  integrity  ? 
The  only  suspicions  circuipstance  which  leads  me  to 
doubt  at  all,  is  the  occurrence  of  the  occasional 
tumidity  and  serous  oosing;  and  yet  I  can  hardly 
think  that  the  sac  is  still  in  existence,  and  rather  believe 
that  the  oozing  may  be  derived  from  the  remains  of 
the  sinus.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  do  not  feel  inclined 
to  attempt  to  decide  the  question  by  the  introduction 
of  a  probe,  but  enjoining  the  woman  to  take  the 
strictest  care  of  herself  as  regards  diet,  and  exposure 
to  wet  or  cold,.  I  leave  the  matter  for  time  to 
elucidate. 

Bath,  December,  1846. 


CASE    OF    AMPUTATION    OF    THE    THIGH 
UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  ^THER. 

TO  THE   EDITOR   OF   THE    PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL    AND 

SURGICAL    JOl'RNAL. 

Sir, 
As  the  medical  profession  at  this  moment  most  feel 
deeply  interested  in  tbe  late  discovery  made  by  our  Trans- 
atlantic friends,  of  the  inhalation  o(  aether  producing 
that  state  of  narcotism  which  renders  persons  insensible 
to  tbe  pain  arising  from  surgical  operations,  I  offer  no 
apology  for  sending  you  the  following  brief  account  of 
an  experiment  as  to  its  effect,  which  came  under  my 
own  observation  yesterday.  My  partner,  Mr.  Coleman, 
having  occasion  to  perform  amputation  of  tbe  thigh 
upon  a  young  woman  of  a  highly  nervous  temperament, 
and  who  dreaded  the  pain  of  the  operation  exceedingly, 
we  deemed  it  a  favourable  opportunity  to  test  the 
efficacy  of  this  new  discovery.  By  the  hind  assistance 
of  Mr.  JnlioD,  a  talented  young  chemist,  we  prepared 
the  necessary  apparatus  to  conduct  the  experiment. 
The  patient  being  brought  to  the  edge  of  the  bed,  the 
tourniquet  applied,  and  everything  prepared  to  cnm- 
mence  amputation,  she  began  to-  inhale  the  celher, 
which  produced  a  good  deal  of  coughing,  and  it  was 
with  some  difficulty  we  prevailed  upon  her  to  persevere, 
which  she  at  length  did ; — not,  however,  in  a  vtry 
satisfactory  manner,  drawing  only  short  inspirations, 
and  then  rerooviug  the  tube  from  her  mouth.  After 
using  it  for  the  space  of  three  or  four  minutes,  her 
teeth  became  fixed,  her  eves  closed,  and  she  sank  back 
into  the  arms  of  an  attendant,  as  if  in  a  state  of  com- 
pleU  intoxication.  Mr.  Coleman  now  siesed  this  favour- 
able moment,  and  very  adroitly  and  expeditiously 
performed  tbe  fla]^  operation.  The  patient  struggled 
with  her  hands,  and  cried  out  for  her  mother,  (who  had 
been  dead  some  years.)  Tbe  sound  limb  was  not  held, 
nor  did  she  move  it,  but  frequently  said  '*  sh^would 
not  have  her  leg  cut  off  then;"  indeed  it  was  quite 
evident  she  was  not  aware  of  the  operation  being  per- 


formed ;  for  after  the  stump  was  dressed,  and  she  waa 
comfortably  placed  in  bed,  ahe  said  *it  was  not  .off, 
for  her  foot  was  asleep,"  and  begged  of  some  of  ns  to 
rub  it.  On  enquiring  of  her,  some  hours  after  the 
operation,  what  she  had  felt,  she  said  *<  she '  thought 
she  had  been  in  a  dream,  and  that  we  had  bort  her 
leg,  to  see  if  she  could  bear  the  operation,  which  was 
to  be  performed  the  next  day."  She  had  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  cutting  pain,  nor  could  she  tell  the  kind  of 
pain  she  had  suffered,  but  thought  she  remembered 
^hearing  the  bone  sawed." 

The  narcotic  effect  of  the  aether  soon  subsided;  for 
in  putting  in  some  sutures  to  bring  the  edges  of  tho 
stomp  together,  the  passing  of  the  needle  through 
the  skin,  produced  cries  of  the  most  agonizing  pam, 
though  her  mind  was  not  sufficiently  restored  to  con- 
sciousness,  to  be  aware  of  what  was  going  on. 

The  result  of  this  trial  I  cannot  but  think  highly 
encouraging;  and  fully  believje,  that  if  the  inhalation 
had  been  more  perfectly  accomplished,  the  state  of 
insensibility  would  ha%'e  been  most  complete.  So  satis, 
fied  am  I,  that  we  now  possess  a  means  of  narcotizing 
pain,  that  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  adopt  it  in  any  case 
where  a  painful  surgical  operation  has  to  be  undergone, 
taking  care  in  future  to  render  my  patient  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  mechanical  process  of  inhalation, 
previously  to  the  use  of  the  tether. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  EDWARDS. 
Wolverhampton,  Jan.  2,  1847. 

P.S.  January  3rd.  Our  patient  is  going  on  very 
favourably,  and  still  persists  she  had  a  dream  during 
the  operation. 


CLINICAL  REPORTS  OF  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OF  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESa,  AT  THE  QUEEN'S  HOS- 
PITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 

By  PfiTxa  HixcKEs  Bird,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

Case  XVIL 

fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skt7ll. 

William  Stock,  aged  41,  admitted  July  llth  into 
tho  Queen's  Hospital,  at  half-past  four  o'clock  p.m. 
He  is  a  guard  upon  the  Gloucester  Railway,  and  is  a 
very  tall  powerful  man.  It  is  stated  that  while  tho 
train  from  Gloucester  was  going  along  at  full  speed, 
he  was  stauding  with  his  back  to  the  engine,  on 
some  luggage  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  carriages,  and 
on  going  under  an  archway  his  head  struck  against 
the  arch  with  great  force.  He  immediately  fell  down 
insensible.  He  lost  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood 
from  a  wound  of  the  scalp  before  his  admission. 

-  When  admitted  tie  was  in  a  complete  state  of  coma, 
with  stertorous  breathing ;  dilated  pupils,  insensible  to- 
the  stimulus  of  light ;  total  loss  of  sensibility,  and  of 
power  over  the  voluntary  muscles;   extremities  rold^ 
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Che  liBetmore  so  than  the  arms ;  palse  weak,  very  slow, 
•boat  30;  considerable  discharge  of  dark  blood  from 
the  right  ear.  On  examination  there  was  found  a 
lacerated  wound  of  about  four  inches  extent,  situated 
orer  the  junction  of  the  two  parietal  bones  at  the 
sagittal  suture;  careful  examination  was  made  by  the 
£oger  and  by  a  probr,  but  no  fracture  or  depression  of 
hoae  was  discovered  ondor  the  wound  on  the  scalp. 
There  was  considerable  bleeding  from  the  posterior 
temporal  artery,  which  was  easily  arresti'd  by  a  com- 
|»ress.  The  wound  was  lightly  dressed  and  the  patient 
put  to  bed. 

He  gradually  got  worse,  without  any  re-action  taking 
place,  and  expired  at  a  quarter  past  fire  p.m.,  just 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  his  admissiM. 

The posi-moriem  examination  was  made  the  following 
morning.  There  was  found  extensive  extravasation  of 
^ark  coloured  blood  under  the  wound  for  some  distance; 
in  one  place  under  the  wound  a  small  portion  of  the 
pericranium  was  detached.  On  taking  off  the  cal> 
varium  the  brain  was  found  gorged  with  blood;  the 
meshes  of  the  arachnoid  were  plemifully  filled  with 
dark  blood  ;  serous  fluid  was  also  found  in  the  ventri- 
cles. There  was  no  fracture  of  tho  inner  table  under 
the  seat  of  the  wound.  On  removing  the  brain,  liT^w- 
ever,  an  extensive  comminuted  fructuro  of  the  occipital 
bone  was  discovered,  commencing  on  each  side  above 
the  groove  for  the  lateral  sinus ;  that  on  the  left  side 
crossing  the  spine  for  the  falx  cerebelli,  and  extending 
into  the  lateral  sinus  of  the  right  eiUe  ;  that  on  the 
right  side  crossing  the  fracture  of  the  left  side,  and 
extending  into  the  border  which  articulates  with  the 
petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone.  One  portion  of 
the  fracture  extended  into  the  foramen  magnum,  the 
portions  ai  bone  forming  which  were  very  loose.  One 
large  portion  of  bone  included  within  the  lines  of  these 
fractures,  was  quiie  loose,  so  that  it  mi^ht  be  easi'y 
removed.  A  large  quantity  of  black  blood  was  effused 
at  the  lase  of  4ho  brain,  and  between  the  theca 
vertebralis  and  spinal  cord.  The  cribriform  plate  of  the 
ethmoid  bone  was  also  shattered. 

Fractures  at  the  base  of  the  skull  are  extremely 
dangerouSy  because  they  are  generally  attended  with 
extensive  extra vasatii>u,  or  are  followed  by  inflamma- 
tion of  the  brain,  in  consequence  of  the  great  violence 
of  tho  injury ;  6o  tiiat  they  are  generally  regarded  as 
inevitably  fatal. 

According  to  Sir  Astley  Cooper  fractures  at  the  base 
of  the  skull  are  produced  from  falls  ffom  a  great  height 
on  the  summit  of  the  head ;  but  ih€^  are  also  pro- 
duced by  violent  blows  on  the  vertex,  and  by  heavy 
£sUs  oo  the  feet  or  tuberosities  of  the  ischium.  When 
it  is  produced  by  falls  from  a  great  height  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  head,  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  is 
leceived  on  the  foramen  magnum,  and  on  the  cunei- 
form process  of  the  os  occipitis,  and  in  many  instances, 
the  eonsequenca  is  a  transverse  fracture  through  the 
laramen  magnum,  the  cuneiform  process,  and  part  of 
the  temporal  bone.  The  dura  mater  is  generally  lacer- 
ated  and  the  substance  of  the  lower  surface  ot  the 
bndn  itself  wounded,  and  blood  consequently  effused 


at  the  base  of  the  brain,  and  in  some  cases,  caused  by 
a  greater  degree  of  violence,  not  merely  in  this  situa- 
tion but  in  others. 

This  accident  seems  to  have  been  caused  by  intense 
violence  applied  to  the  vertex ;  the  consequence  was  a 
most  extensive  comminuted  fracture  of  the  occipital 
bone,  accompanied  with  the  symptoms  of  compression. 

There  is  no  symptom  by  which  we  can  confidently 
diagnose  fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skull.  A  discharge 
of  blood  from  the  ears  is  said  to  -be  a  diagnostic  symp- 
tom ;  in  this  case  it  was  present  on  the  riglit  side,  into 
the  lateral  sinus  of  which  the  fracture  bad  extended 
itself.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  relates  a  case  which  was 
attended  with  hemorrhage  from  the  ear^  where  the 
source  of  the  Wood  was  found  to  be  after  death  the 
lacerated  cavernous  sinus.  Haemorrhage  from  tho 
ears,  however,  comes  on  sometimes  from  slight  injuries 
not  at  all  affecting  the  cranium  or  its  contents  ;  while 
other  cases  are  met  with,  where,  on  dissection,  extensive 
fractures  are  found  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  tem- 
poral bone,  and  of  the  aphetioid  and  ethmoid  bones, 
though  no  bleeding  at  all  had  occurred  from  the  ears, 
nose,  or  mouth.  It  is  supposed  that  the  deafness  which 
sometimes  remains  during  life,  in  rare  instances  of 
recovery,  is  the  result  of  the  discharge  of  blood  into 
each  meatus  audi  tortus.  A  post-mortem  examination 
is  therefore  the  most  convincing  proof  of  death  from 
fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skull. 


PROVINCIAL 

iJjletttral  %c  ^urfltcal  journal. 

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  13,  1847. 


The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at 
Norwich  to  take  into  consideration  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Association  with  a  view  to  their 
improvement,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  Central 
Council  adopted  in  consequence,  will  have  made 
known  the  changes  intended,  to  be  introduced 
into  the  Journal.  We  have  now  only  to  state 
that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  carry  out  these 
recommendations,  and  to  render  the  Journal 
under  its  increased  size,  a  record  of  the  progress 
of  Medical  Science  and  Practice,  giving  special 
prominence  to  the  provincial  districts  and  to  all 
subjects  of  interest  to,  or  connected  with,  the 
Provincial  Association. 

In  the  present  number  the  necessity  of  devot- 
ing a  considerable  space  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  to  the  Memorial  of  the  College  of 
Phyaiciana,  and  to  the  new  Registration  Bill, 
has  necessarily  led  to  the  deferring  of  some  com- 
munications belonging  to  ^the  departments  of 
Hospital  Reports  and  Proceedings  of  Societies, 
(both  of  which  it  is  intended  should  occupy  a 
prominent  place,)  and  to  the  omission  of  the 
General  Retrospect;    but  while  every  subject 
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of  interest  to  the  generftl  welfare  of  the 
profeMion,  and  the  status  of  its  members, 
will  be  at  all  times  carefully  attended  to,  it  is 
to  be  desired  that  the  Provincial  Journal  should 
be  mainly  occupied  with  information  of  a  scien- 
tific and  practical  nature,  the  recorded  experi- 
ence of  the  members  of  the  Association,  and 
others  who  may  contribute  to  its  pages.  The 
increased  size  will  be  found  to  allow  of  more 
elaborate  communications, — the  longer  interval 
of  publication  will  admit  of  more  care  in  the 
selection  of  the  original  articles  and  other 
matters,— while  the  advantages  arising  from 
the  facility  of  transmission  by  the  poat  to  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  are  still  retained,  and  the 
members  of  the  Association  and  subscribers  to 
the  Journal  can  receive  it  without  trouble  or 
delay  within  a  few  hours  of  its  publication. 

The  pressure  of  other  matter  precludes  any 
extended  remarks,  and  we  prefer  that  the 
Journal  should  carry  with  it  its  own  recommen- 
dation ;  but  we  trust  that  when  the  arrange- 
ments are  completed  it  will  be  found  not  only 
enlarged  and  improved^  but  altogether  such  as 
the  members  of  the  Association  will  estimate 
and  approve. 


iltoceeOini70  of  Societies. 

SHEFFIELD    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Sixth  Session,— Sixth  mcetiDy,  December  10th,  1845. 

The  Presidrnt,  Mr.  Turton,  io  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Jackson  exhibited  drawings  of  a  patient's  legs 
with  necrosis  of  the  tibia,  taken  three  years  ago.  He 
also  exhibited  the  necrosed  portions  of  bone  Jately 
removed  by  Mr.  Beckitt. 

ascites:  hydatids. 

Dr.  Branson  exhibited  a  portion  of  fluid  taken  from 
the  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  man  aged  18.  The  fluid 
contained  an  immense  number  of  hydatids,  varying  in 
size  fipom  that  of  a  hen's  t%^  to  the  most  minute 
vesicle  as  seen  under  the  microscope.  The  patient 
was  onder  the  care  of  Mr.  Barman,  of  Wath,  who 
bad  forwarded  the  flaid  for  exhibition,  accompanied 
by  the  following  history  of  the  case  :— 

"Benjamin  Downing,  mged  18,  first  came  under  my 
care  in  December,  1839.  He  was  then  much  emaci- 
ated, and  had  an  enormously  distended  abdomen,  which, 
on  percnssion,' gave  a  perfectly  distinct  flnctnation. 
As  he  had  taken  large  quantities  of  the  osoal  medi- 
cines without  benefit,  I  determined  at  once  to  tap 
him.  Upon  introducing  the  instrument,  which  was  of 
the  usual  size,  I  was  surprized  to  find  that  no  fluid 
followed  the  withdrawal  of  thestilette;  however,  while 
I  was  ♦  still  pondering  upon  the  case,  several  small 
hydatids  passed  the  canula,  floating  in  a  liquid  strongly 


resembling,  both  in  colour  and  consistence,  the  yolk  of 
eggs.  As  I  iiad  fortunately  with  me  a  much  larger 
instrument,  which  had  been  made  for  a  particular  case* 
I  withdrew  the  smaller  one  and  introduced  it.  The 
result  was  an  immediate  flow  of  fluid,  mixed  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  hydatids  of  various  sizes,  which 
continued  till  the  end  of  the  canula  became  obstructed 
by  a  larger  cyst.  This  proved  to  be  as  large  as  a  hen's 
tggy  and  I  was  compelled  to  rupture  it  by  gently  pres* 
sing  against  it  with  a  female  catheter;  with  which 
instrument  I  also  succeeded  in  removing  the  empty 
cyst.  In  this  tedious  way  I  at  least  succeeded  in 
emptying  the  peritoneal  cavity,  having  abstracted  fluid, 
hydatids,  and  ruptured  cysts,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
twenty-four  pounds  in  weight.  Not  a  single  bad 
symptom  followed  the  operation  ;  the  poor  fellow 
rapidly  recovered,  and  I  lost  sight  of  him  for  upwards 
of  five  years,  when  I  accidentally  met  qn  the  road  a 
fine  tall  muscular  young  man,  who  made  himself 
known  to  me  as  the  poor  sickly  boy  upon  whom  I  had 
operated  at  the  time  above  mentioned.  He  had  ever 
since  that  time  been  at  very  laborious  work  upon  a 
railroad  in  Lancashire,  and  was  then  returning  [to 
resume  that  kind  of  labour,  which  he  continued  to  do 
in  perfect  bealtli,  till  about  twelve  weeks  since,  when 
after  a  severe  cold  the  abdomen  began  to  fill  agaia 
rapidly.  He  came  over  from  Lancashire  and  put 
himself  under  my  care  again,  and  last  week  I  operated 
upon  him,  and  removed  about  twenty-three  pounds  in 
weight  of  the  same  kind  of  mixture  as  I  had  done 
before,  a  portion  of  which  I  send  you.  The  yellow 
colour  is  gone  in  a  great  measure,  but  you  will  find  a 
number  of  transparent  hydatids  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  liquid,  and  many  of  the  larger  (broken]  cysts  at 
the  bottom,  which  are  thicker  and  opaque.  In  the 
more  fluid  part  are  seen  under  the  microscope,  a  vast 
assemblage  of  minute  vesicles,  apparently  hydatids  in 
embryo,  resembling  in  everything  but  their  size  the 
larger  cysU.  Since  the  operation  the  man  is  doing 
very  well,  and  I  hope  will  soon  be  able  to  resume  his 
labours. 

ASPHYXIA. 

Mr.  Law  exhibited  the  liver,  heart,  and  kidneys  of 
an  infirmary  patient,  aged  32,  a  married  man,  stout  and 
well-formed  a  case- maker,  who  died  of  asphyxia,  on 
the  26th  of  November,  in  the  Infirmary,  where  he  had 
been  an  in-patient  six  days.  No  satisfactory  informa- 
tion was  gathered  respecting  his  habits,  but  it  is 
believed  that  he  had  long  been  in  the  practice  of 
drinking  intoxicating  liquors.  There  was  ossificatioa 
of  the  aortic  valves,  a  condition  which  was  sufficiently 
indicated  during  life  by  a  loud  bruit  de  soufflet  accom- 
panying the  first  beat,  and  heard  best  over  the  aortic 
valves.  The  liver  was  diminished,  dense,  granular, 
wrinkled,  and  of  a  yellow  colour,  presenting  indeed  a 
good  example  of  the  condition  which  has  been  termed 
**  cirrhosis,"  but  which  term  the  exhibitor  believed,  is 
employed  to  designate  several  pathological  changes  of 
this  organ.  Although  Dr.  Baillie|does  not  employ  this 
term  he  has  yet  figured  the  disease ;  and  he  observes, 
**  that  It  is  commonly  said  to  be  scirrhns,  but  the  morbid 
aj>peara&ce  is  very  different  from  the  genuine  scirrhna 
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of  the  gluids.    It  shoiilil  rather  be  considered  as  a 
disease  tui  gtturU*^   Both  Drl  BailUe  and  Dr.  Marshall 
Hall,  regard  diminution  as  an  essential  element  in  the 
disease,  and  the  latter  adds,  "  it  is  uniformly  attended 
by  ascites  bat  without  icterus.*'    In  the  case  under 
consideration  there  were  ascites  and  anarsarca,  but  no 
icterus.    The  kidneys  were  in  the  last  stage  of  gmnular 
degeneration.      It  may  perhaps  be  worth   while  to 
remark  that  this  patient  was  considered  on  his  admis- 
sion into  the  Infirmary,   to  be  labouring  l^opelessly 
under  acute  renal  dropsy.      The  heart-disease    was 
regarded  as  chronic,  and  the  lirer  affection  was  not 
and  indeed  could  not  have  been  detected  on  account 
of  the  ascites.    The  urine  was  examined  the  day  after 
admission,  and  again  the  day  before  he  died.    On  the 
first  occasion  its  specific  gravity  was   1.012,  on  the 
second  1.015  •,  it  was  coagnlable  on  neither  of  these  occa- 
sions.   Of  the  urine  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease, 
nothing  is  known.   Perhaps  it  is  not  quite  obvious  how 
far  coagulable  urine  is  connected  with  that  structural 
lesion  called  Bright's  disease. 

EVPTUBE     OF     TUB     POSTERIOR     TIBIAL     ARTERY  ; 
AMPUTATION  :  PHLEBITIS. 

Mr.  Micklelbwait  then  related  the  following  case  : — 
A  married  woman,  aged  51,  was  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  in  September,  1844.  The  whole  of  the  back  of 
the  right  leg  from  the  popliteal  space  to  the  ankle  was 
uniformly  swollen,  wasred,  painful,  and  tender ;  no  pul- 
sation or  bruit  could  be  detected  over  the  swelling, 
which  had  existed  nearly  two  o:onths  previous  to 
her  admission.  At  the  end  of  a  month  the  lower  part 
of  the  leg  was  reduced  to  nearly  iu  natural  size,  but 
in  the  situation  of  the  belly  of  the  gastrocnemius  it 
continued  as  lai^ge  as  ever.  During  the  next  fortnight 
the  leg  increased  in  girth,  and  became  generally  softer ; 
there  was  a  well-marked  sense  of  fluctuation  between 
the  beads  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and  the  pain  had 
beconae  much  more  severe,  and  in  addition,  there  was 
an  oedematoos  state  of  the  dorsum  of  the  foot.  At  the 
end  of  another  month  the  countenance  had  becoine 
sallow  and  extremely  haggard;  the  pain  was  even 
sore  severe,  and  there  was  a  secretion  of  a  yellowish 
green  transparent  fluid  from  the  skin,  which  at  this 
part  was  thickened  and  appeared  irregularly  roughened. 
In  one  plaee  a  small  excrescenee,  soft,  smooth,  and 
shintDg,  had  appeared,  and  the  outer  and  back  part  of  the 
calf  of  the  leg  bad  also  become  of  a  purplish  hue,  with 
enlarged  cutaneous  veins,  the  swelling  thus  assuming 
an  aspect  of  malignancy.  The  sense  of  fluctuation 
remained  distinct.  After  a  fomigbt's  interval  of  com- 
parative ease,  a  violent  attack  of  pain  recurred  without 
apparent  oause,  and  continued  for  some  days  in  spite 
of  frequent  and  large  doees  of  morphia.  As  she  was 
anzions  for  something  more  to  be  done,  an  incision  was 
made  into  the  tumour,  when  its  contents  proved  to  be 
coagulated  blood.  On  passing  the  finger  thrdugh  the 
elot,  florid  arterial  blood  guahed  out  profusely ;  the 
tourniquet  was  tightened  and  imnfldiate  amputation 
determined  upon. 

On  the  tenth  day  after  the  operation  she  had  a 
severe  rigor,  unattended  by  pain  in  any  part,  or  by 
cough,  but  there  was  increased  rapidity  of  the  pulse, 


which  was  exceedingly  small.  There  was  mofe  reat* 
lessness  and  uneasiness  from  position,  the  features 
became  extremely  pinched,  emaciation  increaaed,  and 
there  was  complete  loss  of  appetite.  Notwithstanding 
the  fiee  administration  of  stimulanU,  the  rigors  con. 
tinned,  and  the  weakness  increased.  Slight  cough 
came  on  unattended  by  paui  even  on  deep  inspiration  \. 
respiration  became  hurried  and  obstructed,  the  pulse 
extremely  feeble,  and  she  gradually  sank. 

On  dissecting  the  leg,  the  gastrocnemius  was  found 
expanded  tightly  over  a  cyst.  On  removing  the  soleus, 
a  cyst  was  exposed,  formed  apparently  by  the  deep 
fascia  of  the  leg.  The  cyst  seemed  girt  ^from  above 
downwards,  along  the  inner  third  by  a  tight  cord, 
which  proved  to  be  the  posterior  tibial  artery,  vein  and 
nerre.  The  cavities  of  the  two  fornr.er  were  not 
obliterated,  but  impervious  from  pressure  ;  the  vessels 
curved  outward  and  forward  to  join  the  popliteal 
above,  and  resumed  their  natural  position  below  the 
cyst.  On  opening  the  vessels,  their  inner  surface  seemed 
healthy.  There  was  a  small  longitudinal  rent  in  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  posterior  tibial  artery,  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  from  its  origin,  communicating 
with  the  cyst.  The  interosseous  ligament  was  forced 
forwards,  so  as  to  be  convex  anteriorly  instead  of  flat» 
and  the  posterior  surface  of  the  tibia  was  denuded  of 
its  periosteum,  and  rough. 

The  body  waa  examined  sixteen  hours  after  death  ^ 
it  waa  much  emaciated.  There  was  nothing  abnormal 
in  the  appearance  of  the  stump ;  the  divided  structures 
were  already  contracted  and  agglutinated  by  organized 
lymph.  The  artery  seemed  healthy  and  pervious  to 
within  an  inch  of  the  ligature ;  this  part  was  filled  by 
a  clot  not  yet  conical,  for  the  end  of  the  artery  was- 
not  completely  contracted.  The  vein  was  blocked  up 
from  the  divided  end  to  the  point  where  the  internal, 
iliac  joins  the  external  iliac  vein  \  the  divided  end 
was  perfectly  contracted.  On  opening  the  vein,  and 
passing  upwards  for  about  two  inches  and  a  half,  the 
diminished  vessel  was  completely  filled  by  coagulum,. 
and  in  one  part  of  this,  entirely  within  it,  was  a  small 
collection  of  matter,  about  the  size  of  a  hempseed ; 
the  next  three  inches  were  filled  by  a  dirty  brownish- 
red  mixture  of  blood  and  pus.  •Higher  up  the  vein 
waa  filled  by  adherent  coagulum,  and  in  the  substance 
of  this,  an  inch  and  a  half  below  Poupart's  ligament^ 
was  another  abscess  as  large  as  a  cherry  stone ;  the 
contents  of  this,  as  well  as  the  other,  were  thick,, 
whitish,  unequivocal  pus.  The  internal  iliac  vein  was 
filled  with  free  pus.  The  common  iliac  and  vena  cava 
were  pervious  and  apparently  healthy.  The  glands  in 
the  groin  were  enlarged,  but  healthy  in  atructure» 
There  were  aaall  deposits  of  pus  under  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  os  uteri  and  adjacent  part  of  the 
vagina.  The  uterus  was  oblique,  and  one  lateral  liga- 
ment considerably  shortened ;  the  ovary  and  Fallopian 
tube  of  that  side  being  firmly  adherent  by  lymph. 
Several  patches  of  acute  inflammation,  with  deposits 
of  light  reddish  brown  lymph,  were  found  in  the 
spleen,  and  in  the  centre  of  one  patch  there  was  semi- 
purulent  fluid.  The  liver  was  healthy,  except  in  one 
part  of  its  upper  surface,  which  presented  an  ecchy- 
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•mosed  appearance,  but  which  really  consisted  of  a 
number  of  small  veins  distended  mth  blood  in'  an 
arborescent  form.  In  the  upper  lobe  of  the  right  lung, 
not  tbe  apex,  two  deposits  about  the  size  of  nuts  were 
found,  of  a  yellowish-white  friable  matter,  much 
resembling  recently  deported  lymph  and  pus.  The 
lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung  gave  evidence  of  previous 
pneumonia.  There  were  no  tubercles,  nor  was  any 
disease  found  in  the  other  organs. 

Mr.  Micklethwait  mentioned  two  other  fatal  cases  of 
phlebitis  following  amputation,  and  remarked  that  no 
allusion  to  this  somewhat  unusual  termination  is  to  be 
found  in  either  the  works  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  or 
Mr.  Fergusson. 


MR.  WAKLEVS  MEDICAL  REGISTRATION 

BILL  OF  1847. 


A  BILL 
For  the  Registralion  of  QuaUftd  Medical  PractUionert, 
and  for  Amending  the  Law  Relating  to  the  Practice 
of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

PreambU.—WhereiiB  the  laws  relating  to  the  Practice 
•of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  noner. 
ous,  complicated,  and  contradictory,  and  the  public 
possesses  no  certain  means  of  disiiuguishing  between 
legally  qualified  physiciaus,  surgeons,  and  apothecaries, 
and  the  mere  pretenders  to  a  knowledge  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  names  and 
-qualifications  of  the  regularly  educateil  practitioners 
in  medicine  should  be  duly  registered  by  competent 
authority; 

1.  Rigistrars  to  he  appointed.— Be  it  enacted,  by  the 
Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  l.tmU  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, end  Commons,  in  this  present  Pariiament  assem- 
bled,  and  by  tlie  author!  ly  of  the  same,  That  one  of 
Her  MHJc8ly*s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  shall, 
-iTithin  one  month  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  three  fit  and  proper  persons,  being  at 
the  timfi  of  such  appointment  qualified  to  be  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  to  be  the  registrars 
for  carrying  this  Act  into  execution,  one  such  registrar 
to  he  called  the  ''Medical  Registrar  for  England," 
another,  the  «  Medical  Registrar  for  Ireland,"  and  the 
third,  the  "Medical  Registrar  for  Scotland,"  and  that 
he  shall  also  from,  time  to  time  appoint  sucli  clerks  and 
other  oflicers  as  he,  the  said  Secretary  of  State,  shall 
deem  necessary  for  the  assistance  of  the  said  registrars 
in  carrying  into  execution  the  provisions  of  this  Act; 
and  that  the  said  Secretary  of  State  may  at  his  discre- 
tion remove  any  registrar  or  other  person  so  appointed 
aforesaid ;  and  that  upon  the^eath  or  resignation  of  aa 
any  such  registrar  or  other  clerk  or  officer  as  aforesaid, 
or  other  vacancy  in  either  of  the  offices  ao  filled,  the 
eaid  Secretary  of  State  shall  appoint  other  proper 
persons   to  be  sach    registrars,  clerks,   and    officers 


respectively ;  and  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  regis- 
trars, clerks,  and  messengers,  out  of  any  monies  to  be 
received  by  the  ssid  registrars  by  virtue  of  this  Act, 
such  salaries  as  shall  be  from  lime  to  time  fixed  and 
allowed  by  the  Lord  High  Treasurer  or  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  who  may  also 
allow  such  reasonable  travelling  expenses  as  may  be 
incurred  by  any  registrar,  clerk,  or  messenger  in  the 
perfordiance  of  his  duties /under  this  Act,  and  such 
other  reasonable  expenses  for  putting  and  carrying 
this  Act  into  execution,  as  the  said  Lord  High  Trea- 
surer or  the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury 
shaU  think  fit. 

2.  Monies  to  be  paid  to  Medical  Registration  Fund  of 
Great  Brilain.'^And  be  it  enacted,  that  all  monies 
received  by  the  registrars  aforesaid,  in  carrying  this 
Act  into  execution,  shall  be  paid  by  them  into  the 
Bank  of  England,  at  such  times  and  in  such  a  manner 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  aforesaid  shall  direct,  to  the 
credit  of  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  in  the  name 
of  the  *<  Medical  Registration  Fund  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland." 

3.  Registration  qf  Nantes j  <5rc.,  of  Qualified  Medical 
PractUionen.—'Aud  be  it  enacted,  that  the  several 
registrars  shall,  within  thirty  days  after  their  appoint- 
ment, and  fVom  time  to  time  afteward«,  register,  accord- 
ing  to  the  form  in  schedule  (A)  to  this  Act  annexed, 
in  books  to  be  kept  for  thai  purpose,  and  without  any 
fee  whatsoever,  the  name  and  place  of  residence, 
together  with  a  description  of  the  legal  qualification 
or  qualifications,  with  the  date  or  dates  thereof,  of 
every  physician,  surgeon,  and  apothecary  who  shall 
apply  to  be  registered,  and  who,  prior  to  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  shall  have  taken  a  degree  in  medicine  in 
any  English,  Irish,  or  Scotch  University,  or  who  shall 
apply  to  be  registered,  and  shall  produce  his  diploma, 
certificate,  or  license,  or  other  proof  of  his  having 
obtained  a  diploma,  certificate,  or  license  to  practise 
as  a^physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  dated  prior  to 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  granted  by  any  English, 
Irish,  or  Scotch  University,  College,  or  Society,  or  any 
corporation,  sole  or  aggregate,  in  England,  Ireland,  or 
Scotland,  legally  entitled  to  grant  the  same ;  and  also 
of  every  person  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  who 
was  actually  practising  as  an  apothecary  in  England 
and  Wales  prior  to  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundrad  and  fifteen,  and  who  shall  sign 
a  declaration  according  to  the  form  in  schedule  (B) 
to  this  Act  annexed,  and  also  of  every  surgeon 
and  assisUnt  surgeon  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  in 
the  service  of  the  Honourable  the  East  India  Com* 
pany,  who  shall  apply  for  the  same,  and  of  everj 
physician,  surgeon,  and  apothecary,  upon  the  payment 
of  Two  pounds^  who,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  shall 
take  a  degree  in  medicine  as  aforesaid,  or  produce  a 
oenifioate,  licence,  or  diploma  aa  aforesaid,  dated  sub- 
sequently to  the  passing  of  ihis  Act. 

4.  Registrars  to  issue  Annual  Certificates  fo  Registired 
Practitioners,— And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  several 
registrara  aforesaid  shall  issue  a  certificate,  according 
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to  the  form  in  schedule  (C)  to  this  Act  enoexed,  to 
every  person  who  shall  have  been  registered  as  afore- 
said, and  who  shall  apply  for  the  same;  and  be  it 
further  enacted,  that  the  said  registrars  shall  issue 
tacfa  certificates  for  those  pans  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  only  for  which  they  shall  severally  be 
appointed  to  acL 

5.  Payment  of  Five  ShWingt  Jor  CerttficaU.^ Avid. 
be  it  enacted,  that  every  person  shall,  upon  his  appli- 
cation for  such  certificate,  pay  to  the  registrar  a  sum 
not  exceeding  fiee  shillings,  and  such  certificate  shall 
bear  date  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall  be  iasned, 
and  shall  thence  continue  in  force  until  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty  y  and  no  longer  ;  and  the  said  registrars, 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  in  every 
subsequent  jear,  upon  the  application  of  any  person 
who  shall  be  then  registered,  shall  issue  such  certifi. 
eate  to  such  person  in  like  manner  in  all  respects  as 
aforesaid,  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing Jioe  tkillingt  as  aforesaid,  which  said  certificate 
shall  uke  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January  then  next 
ensuing,  and  shall  contioue  in  force  during  one  year, 
and  no  longer. 

6.  RegiMrar  io  keep  a  Record  qf  Certi/icale$, — And 
be  it  enacted,  that  each  of  the  saiU  registrars  shall  duly 
record  in  a  book  an  account  of  every  certificate  wliich 
he  shall  issue  as  aforesaid,  and  in  the  month  of 
January  in  every  year  shall  cause  to  be  printed  a 
correct  register,  arranged  alpbabeticalh*,  of  the  names 
of  all  persons  to  whom  he  shall  have  so  is8ue<f  certifi- 
cates during  the  year  then  last  past,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  together  with  their  places  of 
abode,  and  a  description  of  their  legal  qualification  or 
qualifications,  with  tho  date  or  dates  Ihere'if,  and  such 
registera  shall  be  respectively  called,  '*  The  Medical 
Register  fur  Eoglaud,*'  **  The  Medical  RegisU*r  for 
Ireland,"  and  **  The  Medical  Register  for  Scotland ;" 
and  a  printed  copy  of  the  register  for  the  time  being, 
so  published  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  evidence  in  all 
courts,  and  before  all  ju&tices  of  the  peace  and  others, 
that  the  persons  therein  specified  have  obtained  a 
certificate  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act;  and 
ihe  absence  of  the  name  of  any  person  from  such 
printed  copy  shall  be  evidence,  until  the  contrary  be 
made  to  appear,  that  such  person  has  not  obtained  a 
certificate  according  to  this  Act ;  and  copies  of  such 
Medical  Registers  shall  be  furnished  by  the  respective 
registrars  to  every  person  who  shall  apply  for  the 
same,  upon  tlie  payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
ekilling  for  each  copy. 

7.  Persons  accidentally  omitted  from  Register  may 
obtain  Certificate  on  paying  Twenty  Shiliings."^ And  be 
it  enacted,  that  if  any  person  entitled  by  this  Act  to 
obtain  a  certificate  as  aforesaid,  whose  name  and  place 
of  residence,  and  a  correct  description  of  whose  qnalifi. 
cation  or  qualification's,  with  the  date  or  dates  thereof, 
do  not  appear  in  such  Medical  Register  as  aforesaid, 
shall  at  any  time  apply  tor  a  certificate  to  any  of  the 
regiatrars  aforesaid,  and  shall  prove,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  such  registrar,  either  that  he  is  a  person  whose 


name,  tbrpogh  neglect,  accident,  or  mistake,  has  been 
omitted  /rom  the  Medical  Register  then  enrrent,  or 
that  he  purposes  commencing  or  resuming  practice,  or 
changing  his  residence,  before  the  first  day  of  January 
in  the  ensuing  year,  every  such  applicant  shall  be 
entitled  to  obtain,  from  the  registrar  appointed  for  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  which  be  resides,  upon 
payment  of  twenty  shillings,  and  sending  his  name 
and  then  place  of  residence,  together  with  a  description 
of  his  qualification  or  qualifications,  with  the  date  or 
dates  thereof,  a  certificate  as  aforesaid,  to  continue  in 
force  until  the  thirty.first  day  of  December  then  next 
ensuing. 

8.  Repeal  of  Restrictions  on  Practice  excepting  such 
at  are  in  this  Act, — And  whereas  itis  just  and  expedient 
that  all  registered  persons  possessing  oertificates,  in 
force  as  aforesaid,  should  be  entitled  to  practise  medi- 
cine in  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  which 
their  certificates  are  issued ;  Be  it  therefore  enacted, 
that  so  much  of  any  Act  or  Charter  granted  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act  as  prohibits  any  person  fl-om  prac- 
tising medicine,  physic,  or  surgery,  in  any  place  with- 
out such  licence  as  is  mentioned  in  any  such  Act  or 
Charter  respectively,  or  that  imposes  any  restriction  or 
penalty  on  the  practise  of  medicine,  physic,  or  surgery, 
further  than  is  contained  in  this  Act,  shall  be  and  the 
same  Is  hereby  repealed  and  annulled. 

9.  Registered  Persons  entitUd  to  Practise  where  Cer- 
tijicates  are  issued.'- And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
every  person  who  shall  be  registered,  and  shall  possess 
a  certificate  in  form,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  shall  be  entitled,  without  other  licence  than 
such  registry  and  certificate,  to  practise  medicine 
throughout  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  which 
his  certificate  was  issued,  and  such  person  shall  be 
dee'med  qualified  to  be  appointed  therein  to  any 
medical  ofiice  in  any  public  or  other  institution. 

10.  RegisUred  Practitioners  entitled  to  Charge  for 
Visits  and  Attendance,— And  be  it  enacted,  that  all 
persons  who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  certificates 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  shall  be  entitled 
to  demand  and  recover,  in  any  court  of  law,  with  full 
cosU  of  suit,  reasonable  charges  for  medical  or  surgical 
advice,  visits,  and  attendance,  rendered  by  them  to 
their  patients  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
without  any  other  licence  than  such  registry  and  cer- 
tificates. 

1 1.  None  but  Registered  Persons  or  thou  in  Practice 
be/ore  the  passing  of  this  Act  to  recover  Charges,-^ And 
be  it  enacted,  that  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  no 
person  shall  be  eniitled  to  recover  any  charge  in  any 
court  of  law  for  any  medical  or  surgical  advice,  attend- 
ance, or  operation,  or  for  any  medicine  prescribed  or 
adminisrered  by  him,  unless  he  shall  prove  upon  the 
trial,  either  that  he  is  registered  under  this  Act,  or 
that  he  was  legally  practising  in  the  capacity  in  which 
he  claims  such  charge  before  the  passing  of  this  Act, 

i5J.  Repeal  of  Enactment  requiring  Five  Years'^ 
Apprenticeship  to  an  Apothecary.  (Fifly-fifth  George 
III.,  cap.  194,  8.  15.J— And  whereas,  by  an  A^f 
passed  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Kii!g 
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George  the  Third,  entitled,  **  An  Act  for  better  regulat- 
ing the  Practice  of  Apothecaries  throughout  England 
and  Walee,"  it  was  enacted  "  that  no  person  shall  be 
Admitted  to  any  examination  for  a  certificate  to  practise 
as  an  apothecary  unless  he  shall  bave  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  not  less  than  fire  years  to  an  apothe- 
cary;" and  whereas  the  said  enactment  having  been 
found  to  obstruct  the  efficient  education  of  studenu  in 
medicine,  it  is  expedient  that  the  same  should  be 
repealed;  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  so  much  of 
.the  said  recited  statute  as  requires  the  serving  of  such 
an  apprenticeship  as  aforesaid  shall  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

13.  Summary  Penalty  at^a'mU  Unregistered  Pracli- 
4ioner8.  (Fijlh  George  III,,  c.  194,  s.  20./— And  be 
it  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall,  after  the 
I  day  of  — — «—  18 — ,  act  or  practise  as  a  phy. 
sician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  in  any  part  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  withcut  being  duly  registered 
4iccording  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  without 
having  a  certificate  as  aforesaid  in  force  at  the  time  of 
his  so  practising  or  acting  as  a  physician,  surgeon,  or 
Apothecary,  he  shall,  on  conviction  before  any  magis- 
trate having  ji^sdiction  in  the  county,  city,  or  place 
where,  the  offence  was  committed,  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  Jiee  pounds^  nor  less  than  forty 
Shillings,  for  every  such  offeuc.*,  to  be  recoverable 
within  three  mouths  next  after  the  commission  of  the 
^aid  offence,  under  a  warrant  signed  by  the  said  magis- 
trate, by  distress  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  and 
•chattels. 

14.  Penalty  on  UnregUtered^Persons  far  acting  as 
Medical  0^er&— And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  person 
Appointed  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  to  any  medical 
or  surgical  ofiSce  for  which  he  is  not  qualified  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  who  shall  act  or 
practise  in  Buch  office,  shall  for  every  such  offence 
forfeit  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  nor  less 
than  forty  skillings,  to  be  recovered  as  is  hereinafter 
described. 

15.  Persons  not  possessing  Certificates  incapable  of 
acting  as  Medical  Officers  in  Public  and  other  situations^ 
— And  be  it  enacted,  that  from  and  alter  the  first  day 
of  January  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  — , 
no  person  who  does  not  possess  a  certificate  in  force 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act^sbjall  be  capable 
of  holding  any  appointment  in  any  part  of  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  in  the  capacity  of  a  pliysician, 
surgeon,  apothecary,  or  other  medical  officer  in  any 
hospital,  infirmary,  dispensary,  lunatic  or  other  asylum, 
lying-in  hospital,  gaol,  penitentiary,  house  of  correction, 
house  of  industry,  parochial  or  union  workhouse  or 
poorhouse,  parish  union  or  other  public  establishment, 
body,  or  institution,  or  to  any  friendly  or  other  society 
for  affording  mutual  relief  in  sickness,  infirmity,  or  old 
age;  and  the  certificate  or  evidence  of  any  person  not 
possessing  a  certificate  as  aforesaid,  given  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  shall  not  be  received  as  the  certifi- 
•cate  or  evidence  of  a  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary, 
or  m?dical  or  surgical  practitioner,  in  any  court  of 
iaw  or  equity,  or  in  any  matter  or  thing  in  which  by 


law  or  cQttom  tb^  certificate  or  evidence  of  a  physician, 
surgeon,  apotheoary,  or  medical  or  surgical  practitioner, 
is  or  shall  be  required. 

16.  Penalty  for  wil^l  falsification  of  the  Record 
of  Certificates  by  any  Begistrar.'^ And  be  it  enacted, 
that  If  any  registrar  under  this  Act  shall  wilfully  make 
or  cause  to  be  made  any  falsification  in  any  matters 
relating  to  any  register,  certificate,  or  record  aforesaid, 
every  such  offender  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour; and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  auy  term  not  exceeding 
six  munths. 

17.  Penalty  for  obtaining  Certificate  by  False  Repre- 
sentations. — And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  any  person  shall 
wilfully  procure  or  attempt  to  procure  a  certificate 
from  any  registrar,  by  making  or  producing,  or  causing 
to  be  made  or  produced,  any  false  or  fraudulent  repre- 
sentation cr  declaration,  either  verbally  or  in  writing, 
or.shallby  any  false  or  fraudulent  means  whatsoever 
possess,  obtain,  use,  or  attempt  to  possess,  obtain,  or 
use,  any  certificate  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so 
offending,  and  every  person  aiding  and  assisting 
him  therein,  shall,  upon  being  convicted  thereof,  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  a  miadeneanonr  in  England  and 
Ireland,  snd  in  Scotland  of  a  crime  and  offence ;  and 
thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  before  whom 
such  offender  shall  be  tried  and  convicted,  to  sentence 
such  offender  to  be  imprisoned,  with  or  without  hard 
labour,  for  any  period  of  time  not  exceeding  three 
calendar  montjp. 

18.  Penalty  for  False  Pretences  of  Qualification,^^ 
And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  unregistered  person  who 
shall  wilfully  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or  use 
the  name  or  title  of  a  phj'sician,  doctor,  bachelor  of 
medicine,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  or  any  name,  title, 
addition,  or  description,  implying  that  ho  is  registered 
under  this  Act,  or  that  he  is  recognised  by  law  as  a 
physician,  or  surgeon,  or  apotheoary,  or  a  practitioner 
In  medicine  or  surgery,  shall,  on  being  convicted  of 
every  such  offence  before  any  magistrate  having 
jurisdiction  therein,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  fice 
pounds,  nor  less  than  forty  shillings,  to  be  recoverable 
as  is  hereinafter  described. 

19.  How  Penalties  are  to  be  recovered :  if  not  paid, 
the  offender  may  be  commiUed. — And  be  it  enacted,  that 
any  justice  of  the  peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county 
in  which  the  offence  has  been  committed,  or  any  magis- 
trate appointed  by  virtue  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria,  intiiuled,"  An  Act  for  regulating  the 
Police  Courts  of  the  Metropolis,"  or  one  of  the  justices  ♦ 
of  peace  courts  in  Scotland,  may  hear  and  determine 
any  complaint  charging  any  person  with  practising 
medicine  without  a  certificate  as  aforesaid,  on  the  oath 

of  one  or  more  witnesses,  or  by  his  own  confession, 
and  shall  award  the  penalty  or  punishment  herein 
pro? ided  for  such  offence.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  in 
every  case  of  the  adjudication  of  a  pecuniary  penalty 
under  this  Act,  and  of  non-payment  or  non-recovery 
thereof  by  distress,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  magistrate 
to  commit  the  offender  to  any  gaol  or  house  of  correctioa 
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23. 


vithfn  his  jurisdictioD,  for  a  term  not  exoeediDg 
tm  Mleadtr  month  when  the  sum  doea  not  exceed 
fcfiy  tkillit»g$/  and  for  a  term  not  ezceediog  Hiree 
calendar  months  when  the  sum  does  not  exceed  fivt 
pounds, 

ao.  ApfUeatwn  <^  PenaHie9.~-And  be  it  further 
enacted  that  any  snm  or  somi  of  money  arising  from 
eonvipUon  and  recovery  of  penalties  for  offences 
committed  against  the  anthorfty  and  provisions  of  this 
Act,  shall  be  paid  to  the  account  of  the  Medical  Regis, 
tration  Fond  aforesaid,  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
of  this  Act, 

21.  UmiformUy  of  education^  quali/tcaiimt  and  feet 
throughout  the  kinffdon.'^And  be  it  enacted,  that  the 
several  colleges  and  other  examining  bodies  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  prepare  and  lay  before  the  said  Secretary 
of  State  a  scheme  or  schemes  of  the  course  of  study, 
and  particulars  of  the  examination,  to  be  passed  by  all 
persons  applying  to  snch  colleges  and  other  bodies 
respectively  for  letters  testimonial  as  a  physician,  or 
surgeon,  or  apothecary,  and  also  an  account  of  the 
fees  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  said  colleges  and  bodies 
respectively  for  snob  letters  teslimoniat.  And  whereas 
it  is  expedient  and  desirable  that  the  qnalifieations  and 
fees  for  the  said  testimonials  should  be  uniform, 
according  to  the  nature  thereof,  throughout  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  such  scheme  or  schemes  shall 
therefore  be  of  no  force  or  effect  until  they  shall 
have  been  submitted  to  her  Majesty  in  council,  and 
shall  have  received  her  Majesty's  sanction  and 
approval. 

22.  Inspection  and  Supervuion  of  Examinations* — 
And  be  it  enaeted,  that  the  said  Secretary  of  State  may, 
from  time  to  time,  require  returns  to  be  made  in  such 
form,  and  inelnding  snch  partSenlars  as  he  shall  think 
fit,  respecting  the  examination  to  be  conducted  for 
medical  degrees,  diplomas,  and  licences,  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  person  deputed  by  the  said  Secretary 
of  State,  being  a  physieian,  snrgeon,  or  apothecary, 
regisuared  nnder  this  Act,  to  be  present  at  any  of  the 
said  examinations,  and  to  report  to  Ihe  said  Secretary 
of  State,  and  if  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  regnla. 
tions  approved  by  her  Majesty  In  council  for  the 
examination  and  grant  of  letters  tesUmonial  as  phy- 
sician, sorgeon,  or  apothecary,  have  been  Infringed, 
evaded,  or  neglected  by-any  of  the  examining  bodies, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Secretary  of  State  to 
admonish  the  said  offending  body ;  and  if  such  admoni- 
tion be  neglected,  then  to  direct  the  registrars  as  afore- 
said to  refuse  to  register  upon  the  testimonials  of  the 
body  so  in  default,  until  the  conduct  of  snch  body  shall 
be  altered  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Secretary  of 
State. 

i^'£xaminen  may  lake  CandidaUe  to  HotpiiaU^ 
4:e.  for  practical  ExaminaUon^^AxndL  be  it  Airther 
enaeted,  that  the  duly  appointed  examiners  oi  oandl- 
dates  for  degrees,  diplomas,  and  lloences  in  medicine, 
sbsU  be  empowered,  under  snch  regulations  and  restile- 
tioDs,  iwd  at  snch  times,  as  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  as  aforesaid,  to  attend  with  the  c«n- 
didales  for  examination  at  the  pablie  hospitals,  or  other 


public  medical  institatioos,  and  also  at  any  workhouse, 
for  the  purpoie  of  ascertaining  the  practical  knowledge 
of  suoh  candidates,  from  an  inspection  of  sick  anct 
diseased  persons. 

2  i.  Act  not  to  affect  examinations  of  Students  of  Two 
Tears*  standing. — And  be  it  enacted,  that  students  in 
medicine  who  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act- 
shall  have  been  engaged  two  years  and  upwards  in- 
attending  leckires  in  any  medical  school,  or  thepractico 
of  a  public  hospital,  or  other  institution,  in  conformity 
with  the  regnlatioDS  of  any  college  having  power  to 
confer  degrees  or  diplomas  in  medicine  or  surgery,  shall 
not  be  affected,  while  completing  their  studies,  or  in 
passing  their  examinations,  by  anything  in  this  Act 
contained ;  but  such  students  shall  be  entitled  to  com- 
plete their  education,  and  undergo  their  examinations, 
as  though  this  Act  had  not  been  passed. 

25.  Act  not  to  extend  to  Dentists  or  Cuppers  in  busi- 
ness before  1st  September,  1816.— And  be  it  enacted,, 
that  not  anything  in  this  Act  contained,  ahall  extend, 
or  be  conatrued  to  extend,  to  the  profession  or  business 
of  any  dentist  or  cupper,  who  has  engaged  in  snch 
profession  or  business  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
Septeml>er,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty -six;  but  every 
such  dentist  or  cupper  shall  conduct  such  profession  or 
business  in  as  free  and  ample  a  manner  as  though  this 
Act  had  not  been  passed. 

26.  Act  not  to  affect  the  trade  or  business  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  (Fifty  fifth  George  IIL,  c.  194,  s.  2B.) 
—Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
nothing  in  thia  Act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  prejudice,  or  in  any  way  to  affect, 
the  trade  or  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  in  the 
buying,  preparing,  compounding,  dispensing,  and  vend- 
ing drogi,  medicines,  and  medicinable  compounds, 
wholesale  or  retail ;  but  all  persons  using  or  exercising 
the  said  trade  or  business,  or  who  shall  or  may  here- 
after use  or  exercise  the  same,  shall  and  may  nse, 
exercise,  and  carry  on  the  same  trade  or  business  in 
such  manner,  and  as  fully  and  amply,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  as  the  same  trade  or  business  was  used) 
exercised,  or  carried  on  by  chemists  and  druggists 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

27.  Registered  Medical  Practitioners  exempted  from 
serving  on  Juries,  Invests,  4'c<-~And  be  it  enacted,  that 
every  person  who  shall  be  registered  and  possess  a 
certificate  in  force  nnder  the  provisions  e$  ibis  Act 
shall  be  exempt,  if  Mb  shall  so  desire,  from  serving  on 
all  juries  and  inquests  whatsoever,  and  from  serving 
all  corporate,  parochial,  ward,  hundred,  and  township 
officee,  and  in  the  militia,  and  that  the  name  of  such 
person  shall  not  be  returned*  In  any  list  of  persons 
liable  to  serve  In  the  militia,  or  in  any  snch  office  as 
aforesaid;  and  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  such 
exemption  as  aforssaid  on  the  ground  of  being  a  pby. 
sieian,  surgeon,  or  apotheoary,  who  does  not  possess 
such  certifieato  then  In  force  as  aforesaid,  any  Act  to 
the  oontrary  notwithstanding. 

28.  Mxpulsum  of  Registered  practitioners  for  disgrace- 
ful  cenAicf.— And  be  It  further  enacted,  that  if 
registered  practitioners  shall  at  any  time  complain  Co 
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(he  coaudl  of  an j  medical  ooUege  or  other  gOTemiog 
medical  bodj,  that  a  person  who  had  obtaioed  hie 
diploma  or  other  qnalificatioii  from  mob  college  or 
bodjr  has  been  conducting  himself  In  a  manner  calco> 
lated  to  bring  scandal  and  odiam  on  the  profession, 
by  publishing  indecent  advertisements  or  pamphlets,  or 
immoral  or  obscene  prints  or  boolcs,  or  has  been  guillj 
of  anj  other  disgraoefnl  and  unprofessional  behaviour, 
the  said  council  or  governing  body  aforesidd  are  hereby 
eropoa-ercd  to  cite  the  person  accused  before  them, 
first  giving  him  due  notice  and  a  full  statement  of  the 
charges  against  him ;  whereupon  the  said  coancil  or 
otbpr  body,  having  heard  the  defendant,  and  being 
satisfied  that  the  charges  have  been  proved,  or,  in 
default  of  his  appearance,  having  decided  that  the 
charges  are  proved,  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  erase 
the  name  of  snch  person  from  the  rolls  of  the  said 
college  or  other  institution,  and  shall  transmit  forth- 
with to  the  registrar  of  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
wherein  such  college  or  other  insUtntion  is  situated,  an 
official  report  of  their  decision,  authenticated  by  the 
teal  of  snch  college;  and  the  said  registrar  shall  there- 
opon  strilce  out  the  name  of  the  offending  party  from 
the  register  in  his  custody ;  and  it  shall  ever  afterwards 
be  excluded  from  every  register  to  be  kept  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  unless  the  council  or  other 
governing  body  by  whom  the  name  was  first  erased 
shall  re-admit  it  into  the  rolls  of  their  college  or  other 
institution. 

5^.  Namet  of  Criminal  PractUioners  to  be  Erased 
from  the  Register. — And  be  it  enacted,  thai  if  any 
registered  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  shall  be 
convicted,  in  England  or  Ireland,  of  any  felony,  or  in 
Scotland,  of  any  crime  or  offence  inferring  infamy,  or 
the  punishment  of  death  or  transportation,  or  if  it  shall 
be  found,  by  the  judgment  of  any  competent  court, 
that  any  such  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary,  shall 
have  procured  a  cerlifioate  under  this  Act  by  any 
fraud  or  false  pretence,  or  that  any  such  physician, 
surgeon,  or  apothecary,  has  wilfully  and  knowingly 
given  any  false  statement,  evidence,  or  certificate,  in  any 
case  in  which  by  law  the  evidence  or  certificate  of  a 
physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary  is  required,  every 
registrar,  on  production  before  him  of  an  office  copy, 
or  extract  of  the  conviction  or  judgment  of  the  court 
duly  cerlifiijd  under  the  hand  of  the  proper  officer  of 
the  cou^P shall  cause  the  name  of  snch  physician, 
surgeon,  or  apothecary,  to  be  erased  from  the  register; 
and  every  person  whose  nanie  shall  hare  been  so  erased 
after  such  conviction  or  judgment  as  aforesaid,  shall 
thereby  forfeit  and  lose  all  the  privileges  of  a  registered 
medical  practitioner  provided  by  this  Act. 

30.  Interpretation  Clause, — And  be  it  enacted,  that 
the  words  *'  medicine  "  and  *^  medical,"  when  used  in 
this  Act|  shall  also  mean  and  Include  the  wordSi 
"  physic/*  **  surgery,"  and  "  surgical." 

■ 

31.  Puhlic  ^c/.— And  be  it  further  enacted,  that 
this  Act  shall  1)0  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  public 
Act,  and  shall  be  judicially  taken  notice  of  as  snch 
by  all  judges,  justices,  and  others,  without  being 
specially  pleaded. 


SCHEDULES  TO  WHICH  THIS  ACT  REFERS. 

SCBBDULE  (A.) 
THB   MBDICAL  RBOIBTBE  FOR   BNOLAND, 

Cundttimg  of  ihi  Nam^ty  Qualifications^  with  I  he  DaUs 
thereqf,  and  Piaces  of  Btsidence,  of  aU  persons  legally 
authorised  to  practise  Mediciue  in  England  and 
WaUs  in  IBia, 


NAMES, 


QCALIPICATKOKS, 
AMO    THSia   DATBS. 


Degree  of  M.D.fron 

August,  IKSU. 


Adlaid.Hogh. 


Diploma  as  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons, 
Ireland,  dated 
Jaae,  1841. 


Licence  of  the  So- 
AdmODds,Richards..i    cieiy  of  Apothc- No.  I»,  Mlllsom- 


PLACBS 

OP     EBsIDBMCB. 


No.  l»,  Tudor- 
Street,  Maa- 
cbcster. 


No.  7,  Miiton. 
street,  Hano- 
ver Square, 
London. 


caries,      London, 
dated  March,  I  tM4. 


Adoey,  Ralph. 


Lioeace  of  tbeBoyal 

College   of  Pby. 

i    ttcianj,    L'^ndon, 

,    dated  April,  1839. 


sireet,£xeter. 


No.94,aMland. 
street,  Liver- 
pool. 


.Diploma  as  Member 

of  the  Rqval  Col- vn  40  Tnllviil^. 
Adpart,  Erasmus  ....t    lege  of  Sorgcon»r i;,;?  r  Zint 


ox^nglanJ,  dated 
November,  1843. 


Adwin,  Gilbert 


Declaration  as  re- 
quired by  the  Act, 
of  having  prac- 
ticed as  an  Apo- 
thecary before  1st 
August,  1815. 


street,  Leeds, 


ThcGrovcCam- 
berweli,  Surrey 


SCHEbULE  (B.) 
Declaration  required  of  a  person  who  claims  to  be 
registered  an  Apothecary  upon  the  ground  that  he 
was  in  practice  as  an  Apothecary  before  the  first  day 
of  August,  1815. 

To  the  Medical  Registrar  for  England, 
I  [Samuel  Baker,]  residing  at  [6,  Duke  Street, 
Exeter,]  in  the  County  of  [Devon,]  hereby  declare  that 
I  was  practising  as  an  Apothecary  at  [16,  George 
Street,  Hastings,]  in  the  county  of  [Sussex,]  before 
the  Ist  day  of  August,  1815. 

(Signed,)  [Samuel  Baker. ^ 

Dated  this  [6th]  day  of  [October,]  1817. 


Schedule  (C.) 
the  medical  register  for  england. 
Registration  Certificate  for  1848. 
By  virtae  of  the  powers  vested  in  me  by  an  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of 
her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
Registration  of  Qualified  Medical  Practitioners,  and 
for  amending  the  law  relating  to  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  Great  Britain  and  Irelend;"  I  hereby  certify, 
that   [James    Howard,]   residing    at  [16,  Ormond 
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Street,  Mancbeatpr,]  in  the  [countj  of  Lancaster,]  has 
been  duly  registered  according  to  the  prorisinns  of  the 
•aid  Act,  as  a  person  who  fs  qualified  to  practise  medi- 
cine in  any  part  of  England  and  Wales,  and  that  he  is 
entitled  to  exercise  all  the  powers  and  pririlegcs  eon. 
ferred  by  the  laid  Act. 

This  certificate  to  remain  in  force  until  the  31st  day 
of  December,  [1846,]  and  no  longer. 

(Signed.)  '  [Henry  JBroM'w,] 

Medicat  Registrar  for  England. 
Bated,  London,  6th  October,  1846. 


A  MEMORIAL 


PreanUd  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  GborgB  Orey,  Bart., 
M.F.,  Her  Majesty*^  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  by  the  Royal  Colleobi 
OP  Physicians  of  London,  August  Q,  1816. 

The  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of 
PhTsicians  are  indoced  respectfally  to  address  Sir 
George  Grey,  as  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  beoaase  they  are  anable,  with* 
oat  the  aid  of  the  Legislature,  to  complete  certain 
changes  in  their  constitution  which  appear  to  be  called 
for  by  the  state  of  the  Profession  and  of  society,  and 
which  they  hare  long  oontemplated  and  desire  to  carry 
into  effect. 

The  College  is  bound  by  iu  charter  of  incorporation, 
granted  by  Henry  YXIX,  and  subsequently  confirmed 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  to  examine  and  to  license,  if 
foond  competent,  all  persons  who  desire  to  practise  as 
Physicians  in  London  and  within  seren  miles  jound. 
Bat  the  olEce  of  examining  and  licensing  those  who 
wish  to  practise  beyond  seren  miles  from  London  was 
given  by  the  Act  which  confirmed  the  Charter,  not  to 
the  College  at  large,  but  to  a  small  Body  composed  of 
eight  of  its  Members,  termed  Elects.  The  Elects  not 
]iaring  been  chosen,  even  at  first  by  the  Members  at 
large,  are  endowed  with  separate  functions,  which  they 
exerciso  independently  of  the  College,  the  constitotion 
of  their  Body  being  such/  thai  all  vacancies  occurring 
in  it  are  required  to  be  filled  up  by  the  sarTirors. 

As  might  be  expected,  inconreniences  hare  arisen 
from  this  divided  jurisdiction.  And  it  is  worthy  of 
observation,  that  amongst  all  the  grievances  com- 
plained of  in  the  Petitions  for  Medical  Reform  which 
were  presented  at  one  time,  in  great  number,  to  Parlia- 
ment, none  were  complained  of  more  than  the  existence 
of  local  and  exclusive  jurisdictions;  and  the  exercise, 
by  numerous  independent  Bodies,  of  the  power  of 
examining  and  licensing  Medical  Practitioners.  The 
latter  circumstance,  it  was  alleged,  had  caused  a  want 
of  nnilonnity  in  the  education  and  qualifications  of 
Pkactitiooers  pasting  under  the  same  denomination; 
and  from  the  former  oircnmstance  it  has  resnlted»  that 
Licenses  valid  in  one  part  of  the  Country  are  invalid  in 
anothev-a  PBttrietiott  which  proves  most  detrimental 
to  the  good  of  the  Profession,  and  eren  leads  frequently 
to  an  infringement  of  the  Laws. 

Of  late  years  It  has  happened  that  the  demand  by 
Fhyiieiaiit  for  Lieenses  to  practiie  in  the  Covutry 


(termed  Extra- LicensesO  which  was  formerly  small, 
has  been  greatly  increaseJ :  hence  the  evils  and  incon- 
venience of  the  Licenses  emanating  from  the  College 
bein^  divided  into  two  kinds,  and  of  their  being  granted 
by  separate  Bodies,  have  become  strikingly  manifest,, 
and  have  given  rise  to  complaints,  and  caused  disputes 
and  dissensions  in  various  parts  of  the  Country. 

Moreover,  the  Act  of  Parliament,  already  referred  to, 
has  also  given  to  the  Elects  the  function  of  choosing 
annually  one  of  themselves  to  be  the  President  of  the 
College.  It  has  been  thought  that  this  part  of  the 
constitution  of  the  College  is  susceptible  oT  improve- 
ment ;  for  that  the  choice  of  the  President  ought  not 
to  be  deputed  to  so  small  a  body,  which  is  neither 
elected  by  the  Fellows  at  large,  nor  under  their  controL 

For  the  reasons  which  have  been  stated,  the  College 
is  desirous  that  a  short  Act  of  Parliament  should  be 
passed,  enabling  it  to  accept  a  Charter  modifying  its 
former  Charter,  as  regards  the  Elects,  and  transferring 
their  functions  to  the  gpneral  Corporation.  An  Act 
for  this  purpose  was  in  fact  prepared,  with  the  sanction 
and  co-operation  of  the  late  Government,  and  laid 
before  Parliament.  But  it  proceeded  no  farther,, 
because  it  was  introduced  in  conjunction  with  other 
measures  affecting  the  Profession  more  widely,  which 
were  subsequently  abandoned. 

There  are  other  improvements,  lying  more  within  its 
own  power,  to  which  the  College  has  of  late  years 
directed  its  earnest  attention. 

In  particular  it  has  extended,  and  greatly  improved 
th«3  examinations  of  those  whom  it  licenses  to  practise 
as  Physicians. 

With  respect  to  those  who  are  admitted  as  Fellows 
or  Members  of  the  Corporation,  daring  very  nearly 
two  centuries,  they  were  required,  by  the  Bye-Laws 
of  the  College,  almost  exclusively  to  have  been  educated 
at  the  English  Universities;  so  that  by  long  prescrip- 
tion the  Graduates  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  were 
admitted  nearly  as  a  matter  of  course  into  the  order  of 
Fellows;  and,  beside  them,  few  indeed  either  were,  or 
could  be  elected. 

The  object  .of  this  regulation  was  to  ensure  in  the 
Fellows  of  the  College  the  best  and  highest  education. 
And  it  had,  confessedly,  the  effect  of  raising  highly  the 
character  of  the  College,  and,  through  its  influence, 
that  of  all  orders  of  the  Profession  in  this  country. 

Nevertheless  the  exclusiveness  of  the  rule  excited 
jealousy  and  discontent,  and  became  a  cause  of 
frequent  litigation,  until,  by  repeated  decisions  of  the 
Courts  of  Law,  the  right  of  the  College  to  be  the  sole 
judge  of  the  qualifications  of  those  whom  it  would 
elect  as  Fellows  had  been  established  beyond  dispnte. 

In  the  present  century,  a  high  standard  of  education 
being  adopted  more  generally,  the  restriction  in  favour 
of  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which 
had  been  enforced  so  long  by  the  College,  became 
proportionately  less  requisite  and  proper. 

Wherefore  the  CoUegey  although  stUl  retaining  a 
conviction  of  the  superior  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  an  education  in  those  Universities  with  which  it 
had  been  so  long  connected,  has,  nevertheless,  rescin- 
ded its  ezclasiv«  Bye-Laws. 
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For  Mveral  years  the  Fellows  hftve  been  selected  oat 
of  the  Order  of  Licentiates;  solely*  from  regard  to 
their  character  and  attainments,  and  without  dtstinc 
(ion  as  to  the  place  of  their  edacation. 

To  a  considerable  extent  this  plan  has  proved  satis- 
factory to  the  Profession.  Yet  a  system  of  selection  is 
attended  always  with  some  inTidiousness.  Therefore 
the  College  h<t8  resolved  to  adopt  another  principle  In 
the  admission  of  Fellows,  not  liable  to  the  foregoing 
objections,  which  will  be  perfectly  equitable  in  its 
operation,  and  most  honorable  to  those  who  avail  them- 
selves of  il:  viz.,  that  the  ordinary  mode  of  admlssiun 
to  the  Fellowship  shall  be  through  an  examination, 
high  in  character,  comprehensive  in  extent,  and  open 
to  all  Liceniiates  who  may  submit  themselves  volun- 
tarily to  it.  Whilst,  at  the  same  time,  a  limited  power 
shall  be  preserved  to  the  College  of  admitting  as 
Fellows,  without  exaniinationj  those  persons  who  may 
have  greatly  distinguished  themselves  by  scientific 
pursuits  and  discoveries;  who,  not  having  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  the  best  early  education,  may  have  made 
op  for  this  deficiency  by  superior  talents  and  energy, 
but  whose  age  may  be  such,  as  well  as  their  known 
attainments,  that  they  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the 
examination  intended  for  younger  men. 

As  far  as  the  College  is  concerned,  the  changes  and 
improvements  which  have  been  mentioned  might  have 
been  effected  earlier,  had  they  not  been  retarded  by 
circumstances  over  which  the  College  could  have  no 
control.  An  outline  of  the  Ralorms  cfttemplated  by 
the  College  was  submitted  to  the  Marquis  of  Normanby 
when  Secretary  of  State,  and  was  favourably  enter- 
tained by  his  Lordship.  A  change,  however,  in  the 
Government  followed  soon  afterwards,  and  delayed 
further  progress. 

The  subject  of  these  Reforms  was  repeatedly  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and 
they  met  with  his  approval ;  but  it  seemed  to  hifn 
expedient  that  they  should  be  brought  forward 
simultaneously  with  the  general  measures  which  he 
contemplated  for  the  regulation  of  the  whole  Medical 
Profession. 

In  consequence  of  the  desire  then  expressed  by  the 
Government,  the  College  proceeded,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  its  own  legal  advisers  and  those  of  the  Crown, 
and  with  considerable  pains  and  expense,  to  prepare 
the  DraA  of  a  new  Charter,  modifying  its  former 
Charter  in  the  way  which  has  been  already  explained. 

The  title  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  London 
w<vs  to  be  changed  by  the  new  Charter  to  that  of  the 
"Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England;"  and,  by 
one  of  its  clanses,  the  College  offered,  for  one  year  aAer 
its  acceptance,  to  admit  as  Members,  without  examina- 
tlon,  all  Graduates  of  British  Universities  of  a  certain 
standing,  now  practising  throughout  England  and 
Wales. 

A  conciliatory  measure  of  this  kind  appears  to  be 
mnch  required  in  the  present  state  of  the  Medical 
Profession ;  for  there  are  many  Physicians  practising 
in  England,  not  being  Graduates  of  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge,  who  yet  are  not,  as  legally  they  ought  to  be, 


possessed  of  a  License  from  the  College  of  Physicians 
of  London. 

Therefore  the  College  proposed  this  measure  as  the 
commencement  of  a  more  regular  and  effective  system, 
and  in  order  that  it  might,  more  perfectly  than  is 
possible  at  present,  represent  and  regulate  the  interests 
of  all  Physicians  In  this  coantry. 

The  College  will  be  ready  to  abide  by  the  offer  and 
concession  which  it  then  thought  right  to  make,  pro- 
vided means  can  be  devised  whereby  all  Physicians 
practising  in  England  and  Wales  shall  henceforaard 
(reserving  the  righUof  tTia  Universities  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,)  be^required  to  submit  their  pretensions  to 
the  Censors'  Board,  (to  which  the  College  deputes  the 
ExaminHtion  of  those  whom  it  licenses,)  in  order  that 
their  competency  may  be  properly  tested,  and  that 
they  may  be  enrolled  as  Members  of  the  College. 

By  another  Clause  in  the  new  Charter,  power  was 
given  to  the  College,  in  certain  specified  cases,  to 
expel  unworthy  Members.  As  circumstances  some- 
times arise  requiring  the  exercise  of  such  a  power, 
the  College  believes  that  it  would  be  expedient  that 
it  should  possess  it.  A  similar  power  has  recently 
been  given  by  Charter  to  the  College  of  Surgeons. 

It  was  also  provided  by  the  new  Charter,  that 
persons  who  having  exceeded  the  age  of  forty  years, 
and,  having  been  duly  examined  by  the  College,  are 
found  competent  to  practise  as  Physicians,  shall  be 
entitled  to  use  the  designation  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
although  not  Graduates  of  any  University.  Whereas, 
for  all  Candidates  who  present  themselves  for  the 
License  under  the  age  of  forty,  it  is  made  an  indis- 
pensable requisite  that  they  should  have  obtained  the 
Degree  nf  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  some  recognised 
University,  before  they  can  be  admitted  to  cxamina- 
'tion  by  the  College. 

The  reason  of  this  distinction  is,  that  in  a  practical 
Profession,  like  that  of  Medicine,  it  is  always  right 
that  those  who,  by  superior  talents  and  industry,  have 
raised  themselves  in  public  estimation,  should  have 
the  power  of  rising  from  a  lower  even  to  the  highest 
rank  in  the  Profession.  It  seems  reasonable  that  the 
College,  to  which  such  persons  mnst  apply  for  Legal 
Authority  to  practise  as  Physicians,  should  be  em- 
powered to  confer  the  title,  which  through  common 
usage  is  necessary  to  render  the  License  intelligible 
by  the  Public  and  useful  therefore  to  the  possessor  of 
it.  In  this  way  a  want  a'hich  is  occasionally  felt  in 
the  Profession  might  be  supplied*,  without  detriment 
to  the  Universities,  and  without  material  infringement 
of  the  rule,  which  ought  to  be  upheld,  that  those  who 
intend  to  be  Phvsicians,  should  resort  to  the  Uni- 
versities  for  preliminary  and  general  Education. 

Such  being  the  objects  and  principal  enactments  of 
the  new  Charter  which  has  been  prepared  for  the 
College,  the  salutary  changes  which  it  wonld  effect  are 
calculated,  in  the  opinion  of  the  College,  to  render  it 
an  Institation  more  generally  acceptable  to  the  Phy- 
sicians of  this  CounlrT,  and  more  useful  to  the  Profes- 
sion  and  the  Public. 

Therefore,  the  College  respectfully  bat  aamefttly 
requests  the  assistance  of  Government,  in  order  that 
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«  ihoH  Act  of  Pairllament  Dfty  be  passed,  enabling 
4]ie  Crovn  to  grant  this  Charteri  on  tbe  PetUion  of 
the  College,  and  in  order  that  tbe  Crown  may  be 
advised  to  grant  St. 

FRANCIS  HAWKINS,  M.O.,  RegUirar. 


iHtHual  Inteiitgence* 


OPERATIONS    PERFORMED     UNDER    THE 
INFLUENCE  OP  ^THER. 

Tbe  annonncement  of  a  new  means  of  performiug 
snrgical  operations  without  pain  has  excited  such 
general  interest,  and  been  already  so  exlensively 
diffused  throughout  the  country,  thai  it  is  now  merely 
necessary  to  bring  forward,  from  lime  to  time,  such 
•Tidence  of  the  efficacy  of  the  new  mode,  as  shall 
enable  ns  to  estimate  its  adTsntages,  and  to  appreciate 
aright  those  circumstances  under  which  il  may  here- 
after be  arailable,  or  otherwise,  for  effecting  the  end 
in  view.    The  eridence  on  which  the  inhalation  of 
ether,  as  a  means  of  producing  narcotism  and  insen- 
sibility to  pain,  was  first  introduced  into  this  country, 
will  be  foond  detailed  in  the  recent  number  of  the 
Briiith  and  Foreign  Medical  Rtview,     From  this  it 
appears,  that  Dr.  Q.  F.  Jackson  and  Dr.  Morton,  of 
the  United  States,  are  the  authors  of  the  discoTcry. 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Forbes,  dated  November  29ib,   from  Dr.  Ware,  of 
Boston,  a  gentleman  with  whom  many  of  the  mcinters 
of  the   Provincial  Association  had  the  grattficalion 
of  becoming  personalty  acquainted,  at  the  Anniversary 
Meeting  at  Norwich. 

Dr.  Ware  writes,—*'  I  found  on  my  arrival  here,  a 
new  thing  in  the  medical  world,  or  rather,  the  new 
application  of  an  old  thing,  of  which  I  think  you  will 
like  to  hear :— It  is  a  mode  of  rendering  patients 
insensible  to  the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  by  the 
inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  the  strongest  sulpburic 
ailher.  They  are  thrown  into  a  stale  nearly  resem- 
bling that  of  complete  intoxication  from  ardent  spirits, 
or  of  narcotism  from  opium.  This  stale  continues 
but  a  few  minutes—five  to  ten— >but  during  it  ^Ihe 
patient  is  insensible  to  pain.  A  thigh  has  been 
amputated,  a  breast  extirpated,  teeth  drawn  without 
the  slightest  sulTerii/g.  The  number  of  operations  of 
Tsrious  kinds,  especially  those  in  dentistry,  has  been 
very  considerable,  and  1  believe  but  few  persons  resist 
the  influence  of  the  agent. 

"  The  effect  is  not  exactly  the  same  on  all.  In  some 
the  inseBsibility  is  entire,  and[the  patient  is  aware  of 
nothing  which  is  going  on ;  in  others,  a  certain  degree 
of  the  power  of  perception  remains;  the  patient 
knows  what  the  operator  is]  doing,  perceives  him 
for  example,  take  hold  of  a  tooth  and  draw  it  out, 
feeli  the  grating  of  the  instinment,  but  still  has  no 
pain. 

"There  are  no  subsequent  ill  effects  to  detract 
from  the  Talue  of  this  practice,  none  even  so  great  as 
those  which  follow  a  common  dose  of  opium.    One 


person  told  me  she  had  somo  unpleasant  sensations 
in  the  head  for  a  s^rt  time,  and  was  weak,  languid, 
and  faintish  through  the  day,  but  not  more  so  than 
she  ordinarily  was  from  having  a  tooth  drawn. 
Another  told  me  that  he  experienced  something  of 
the  same  kind,  and  iu  addition,  that  his  breath  smelt 
very  strongly  of  Kther  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  was 
indeed  so  strongly  impregnated  with  it,  as  to  affect 
the  air  of  the  room  in  which  he  sat,  so  as  to  be  dis- 
agreeable to  others." 

The  method  has  been  used  by  Dr.  Warren,  of 
Boston,  who  up  to  tbe24ih  of  November,  h*d  applied 
it  in  six  cases  with  satisfactory  success,  and  no  un- 
pleasant  sequel. 

Dr.  Bigelow  thus  describes  the  process  followed  :— 
*' A  small  two-necked  glass  globe  contains  the  pre- 
pared vapour,  wiiheporges  to  enlarge  tho  evaporating 
surface.  One  aperture  admits  the  uir  to  the  interior 
of  the  globe,  whence,  charged  with  vapour,  it  is  drawn 
through  the  second  into  the  lungs.  The  inspired  air 
thus  passes  through  the  bottle,  but  the  expiration  is 
diverted  by  a  valve  iu  the  mouth-piece,  and  escaping 
into  the  apartment,  is  thus  prevented  from  vitiating 
the  medicated  vapour." 

He  then  mentions  several  cases  of  operations  per- 
formed under  the  influence  of  the  inhalation,— Krhiefly 
extraction  of  teeth  and  amputations. 

The  first  operations  of  the  kind  pcrl'ormed  in  this 
country  were  by  Mr.  Liston,  at  University  Col- 
lege Hospital.  One  of  these  was  a  case  of  ampu- 
tation of  the  thigh,  the  other  the  partial  removal  of 
the  nail  iu  onychia.  The  method  has  since  been  had 
recourse  to  with  success  in  the  Richmond  Hospital, 
Dublin,  by  Dr.  J.  MacDonell,  in  a  case  of  amputation 
of  the  arm;  at  the  Bristol  General  Hospital,  by  Mr. 
Lansdown,  in  a  case  of  amputation  of  the  thigh;  at 
Wolverhampton,  by  Mr.  G.  Edward?,  also  Aase  of 
amputation  of  the  thigh,  reported  in  the  present 
number  of  this  Journal;  at  Addenbrookc's  Hospital, 
Cambridge,  by  Mr.  Humphry,  in  removal  of  tho 
finger,  &c. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Humphry  to  Mr.  Crosse,  the  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Association,  dated  January  2,  1847  :— 

"  I  have  tried  the  inhalation  of  tciher  with  perfect 
cfTect,  the  patient  not  having  the  slightest  conscious- 
neii  of  pain  whilst  I  quickly  removed  a  finger  and 
part  of  the  metacarpal  bone.  Il  promises  very  great 
thing?,  and  seems  to  be  attended  with  very  little  bad 
effect.  The  students  have  experimented  on  them- 
selves, and  were  unconscious  of  pain  from  pricking, 
nipping,  &g.,  whilst  under  the  SBthereal  influence." 

In  the  cases  operated  upon  by  Mr.  Liston,  the 
vapour  was  administered  by  an  apparatus,  consisting 
*'of  the  bottom  part  of  a  Noolh'd  apparatus  having  a 
glass  funnel  filled  with  sponge,  soaked  in  pure  washed 
sther,  in  the  upper  orifice,  and  one  of  Read's  flexible 
inhaling  tubes  in  the  loweV  The  aether  falling 
through  the  funnel  became  vaporized,  and  the  vapour 
descending  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  was  thence 
inspired  through  the  flexible  lube.       • 
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The  apparatus  used  at  Bristol  ia  described  by  Mr. 
Herapath  as  follows  :— 

"  A  common,  bat  very  large,  bladder  should  be 
fitted  with  a  collar  to  which  an  ivory  mouth-piece  with 
a  large  bore  can  be  screwed.  Without  the  intervention 
of  any  stopcock  pour  in  about  an  ounce  of  good  com- 
mon flBthcr,  and  blow  up  th6  bladder  with  the  mouth 
till  it  is  nearly  full ;  place  the  thumb  on  the  mouth- 
piece, and  agitate  the  bladder  so  as  to  saturate  the 
air  in  it  with  the  vapour.  As  soon  as  the  patient  ia 
ready  for  the  operatioui  close  his  nostrils,  introduce 
the  mouth-piece,  and  close  the  lips  round  it  with  the 
fingers.  He  must  now  breathe  into  and  out  of  the 
bladder,  and  in  about  one  or  two  minutes  the  muscles 
of  his  lips  will  lose  their  hold.  This  is  the  moment 
for  the  first  cut  to  be  made.  In  two  or  three  minutes  the 
ellect  will  begin  to  disappear ;  the  mouth-piece  should 
be  again  introduced,  and  this  repeated  as  often  as 
required.  If  the  pulse  should  indicate  a  sinking  uf 
the  patient,  a  little  wine  will  restore  him.  I  have 
no  doubt  bat  the  inspiration  of  nitrous  oxide  (laughing 
gas.)  would  have  a  similar  effect  upon  the  nerves  of 
sensation  as  the  vapour  of  seiher,  as  I  have  noticed 
that  persons  under  its  influence  are  totally  insensible 
to  pain  ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to 
use  it  in  surgical  cases,  from  its  frequently  producing 
an  ungovernable  disposition  to  muscular  exertion, 
which  would  render  the  patient  unsteady,  and  cm- 
harass  the  operator.  **  The  administrator  of  the 
vapour  Will  of  course  take  great  care  that  no  finid 
ftther  shall  be  allowed  to  be  drawn  into  the  lungs, 
otherwise  suffocation  would  result,  or  at  the  best  a 
violent  cough,  which  must  protract  the  operation,  and 
considerably  distress  the  patient." 


NEW  VEGETABLE  ALKALI. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Mr. 
PorretUcead  a  paper  "  On  the  existence  of  a  new 
Vegetaole  Alkali  in  Gun-Cotion,"  to  which  he  has 
given  tho  name  "  Lignea."  Ho  obtained  it  by  the 
eolation  of  gun-cotton  in  nitric  acid,  heated  to  between 
100^  and  180<^  Fahrenheit.  On  dropping  this  soluti  on 
into  water  a  white  precipitate  formed,  having  all  the 
characters  of  gun-cotton,  without  fibre.  Bicarbonate 
of  potash  effectually  neutralized  the  solution,  giving 
rise  to  nitrate  of  potash,  and  a  copious  whit:sh-grey 
precipilatey — a  carbonate,  probably,  of  tho  new  alkali. 
When  fayponitrous  acid  was  made  to  act  on  an  aqueous 
8oluifoix9f  the  alkali,  a  synthetical  proof  of  its  existence 
was  obtained,  by  the  reproduction  of  hyponitrite  of  the 
oxide  of  lignin  (gun -cotton .)  Mr.  Porrett  conceives 
that  lignea  may  by  formed  b^^^  decay  of  woody  fibre, 
and  may  thus  be  found  to  exist  as  an  acetate  in  the 
sap  of  vegetables.  Its  chcmieal  compoaition  would  be 
one  equivalent  of  lignin,  two  of  oxygen. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENT. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Phillips  has  been  elected  Surgeon  to 
the  Westminster  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Anthony 
White,  resigned ;  Bxi%Mr.  Barnard  Holt,  Assistant 
Surgeon,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Phillips.  Mr.  Anthony 
White  has  been  appointed  ContnltSng  Surgeon  to  the 
Boipital. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  39, 
1846:— E.  Archer;  W.  L.  Dudley;  R.  B.  Roscow;, 
J.  White;  W.  Morgan  ;  F.  W.  Richardson. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Dec 
24th,  1816:— Joshua  Lever,  Bolton  Ic  Moors;  Henry 
Turner  Lane  Rook,  Barnstaple  ;  Richard  Badd 
Painter,  Westminster ;  Robert  Allen,  Cartmel ;  Francis 
Sibery,  Long  Clairson  ;  James  Edmund  Clutferbuck^ 
Newark  Park,  Gloucestershire. 

Thursday,  December  Slst,  1816:— Cornelius  Black, 
Chesterfield ;  Charles  Thompson ,  Leicester. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  November   26th,    at  Parma,    aged  76,   the 
celebrated  Italian  Professor  Tommasini. 

Dec.  14th,  in  Charles  Street,  Manchester  Square,. 
London,  John  Foley,  Esq.,  M.D. 

I7(h,  aged  80,  M.  Broussonet,  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine  in  the  School  of  Montpellier. 

23rd, in  Dublin,  aged 61,  John  Bickerson  Flanagia 
Esq.,  lato  Surgeon  of  the  4th  Dragoon  Guards. 

26tb,  at  Lower  Garthmyl,  Montgomeryshire,  aged 
73,  Edward  Johnes,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Jan.  1st,  at  Hereford,  F.  B.  Glaspolo,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Lately,  Peter  Milner,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  of  Mirfield,. 
near  Dewsbury,  Yorkshire. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Plague :  more  especially  on  the 
Police  Management  of  that  Disease,  &c. ;  with  Hint! 
on  Quarantine.  By  A.  White,  M.D.,  Deputy  In- 
spectorGeueral  of  Military  Hospitals,  and  late  Super- 
intendent of  the  Plague  in  Corfu,  &c.  London  : 
Churchill.     1846.    8vo,  pp.342. 

Practical  Remarks  on  Near  Sight,  Aged  Sight,  and 
Impaired  Vision,  &c.  By  William  While  Cooper, 
B'.R.C.S.,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  North  London  Oph- 
thalmic Institution,  &c.,  &c.  London:  ChnrchilL 
1847.  Post.  8vo.  pp.216. 

Report  of  Henry  Austen,  Esq,  C.E.,  Honorary 
Secretary  to  the  Health  of  Towns'  Association,  on  the 
Sanatory  Condition  of  the  City  of  Worcester:  with  an 
Appendix,  by  Edwin  Chadnrick,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law, 
and  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Poor- Law  Commissioners. 
Worcester:  Eaton  and  Son.    1847.  8vo.   pp.46. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  Eave  been  received  from  Mr.  Bartrum; 
Mr.  J.  W.  West;  Dr.  Badeley;  Mr.  Addison;   a 
Member  of  the  Association ;  the  Sexagenarian  M.A.  ^ 
Mr.  Cotton;    the    Society  of   Apotbecariea;    the 
Sheffield  Medical  Society ;  Dr.  Belcombe. 

It  is  requested  that  all  lettera  and  communications 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester. 
Parcels  and  bookf  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sunpcal 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Street,  Soho. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  AN  APPARATUS  FOR 
INJURI£S  AND  DISEASES  OF  JOINTS, 
WITH  OBSETRVATIONS  AND  CASES. 


Bj  Benjamin  Barrow,  Esq., 

FtUov  of  tbe  Royal  Modlco-Cbirargic*!  Sodety,  and 
ibrmerly  Rasideot  Surgeon  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hocpital,  London. 

The  folloiriog  oltserrattons  are  labmitted  to  the 
pablic  in  the  l^pe  that  they  contain  lome  noTOlties, 
Qm  knowledge  of  which  will  be  found  useful  in  the 
management  of  diseased  and  injured  joints. 

In  almost  eonstant  attendance  for  ten  years  at  St 
BartholemeVs  and  other  large  Metropolitan  and  Con- 
tiasBlai  Hospitals,  and  some  years  of  private  practice, 
bsTe  afforded  me  in  the  first  place,  many  opportunities 
for  comparing  th^  tarions  modes  employed  in  the 
treatment  botb  local  and  general  of  injuries  and  dis- 
eases of  joints;  secondly,  the  resolts  arising  from  these 
▼arious  plans ;  and  lastly,  how  the  means  and  appara* 
las  in  general  use  might  be  improved  and  deficiencies 
npplied.  I  asust  premise  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
«ter  more  nsinately  into  the  history  of  these  cases, 
either  as  regards  the  coarse  they  run,  or  the  treatment 
oidinarily  employed,  than  may  be  necessary  for  the 
dsar  explanation  of  the  apparatus  which  I  am  desirous 
of  introducing  to  general  use;  for  the  valuable  treatise 
upon  the  anl^Mt  of  the  diseases  to  which  joints  are 
hable  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie>  precludes  the  necessity, 
I  might  say  the  poesibiUty,  of  any  subsequent  writer, 
however  great  his  experienee,  adding  to  it  any  important 
iofomation. 

The  prominent  position  which  the  joints,  especially 
the  elbow  and  knee,  hold  in  the  human  frame,  augments 
considerabfy  their  liability  to  receive  more  fireqnently 
than  other  parla  of  the  body  external  iojuries ;  no 
parts  are  so  prone  to  inflame  as  the  joints ;  in  no  part 
wherein  iafiammatioo  has  once  set  up,  does  it  increase 
so  rapidly  as  in  the  synovial  membrane,  which  renders 
it  so  nach  the  more  important  that  all  motion  in 
a  joint  shonld  be  immediately  restrained  and  altogether 
prevented  after  the  first  appearance,  however  slight,  of 
ittflkmmation,  at  the  same  fime  that  all  necessary 
local  mmediee  are  efilciently  applied.  To  obtain  this 
w4  haa  been  my  object  and  to  explain  the  requisites 
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for  carrying  out  the  above  measures,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  direct  more  attention  than  it  appears  to  me 
has  hitherto  been  done,  to  the  quiet  treatment  which 
diseases  and  injuries  of  the  joints  in  every  stage  require. 
I  believe  it  will  be  found  that  by  the  aid  of  the 
splint,*   represented  in  the  cut,  Fig.   1,  the  objects 
just  named  may  be  efficiently  carried  out,  as  also  the 
views  and  directions  of  Sir  Beigamin  Brodie  most  folly 
complied  with.    These  views  and  directions  I  cannot 
do  better  than  give  in  his  own  words,— he  says,  *<  Not 
only  in  cases  of  ioflammation  of  the  synovial  membrane, 
but  in  all  other  cases  in  which  aetaal  disease  of  a  joint 
exists,  the  disease,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  kept  up  and 
aggravated  by  motion  and   exeroise,   and   whatever 
means  can  be  employed  so  as  to  keep  the  joint  in  a 
state  of  complete  repose  will  go  far  towards  the  produc* 
tion  of  a  cure.    In  the  early  stage  of  acute  infiam- 
mation  of  the  synovial  membrane,  indeed  no  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  surgeon  is  necessary  {or  this 
purpose,  the  pain  which  the  patient  experiences,  in 
every  attempt  made  to  use  the  lim  b  being  sufficient  to 
prevent  hiln  using  it.    But  'it  is  otherwise  when  the 
inflammation  has  in  a  great  degree  subsided.    At  this 
period  the  motion  of  the  joint  occasions  little  or  no 
inconvenience  at  the  time,  although  it  invariably  tends 
to  aggravate  the  symptoms  afterwards.    It  is  difficult 
to  persuade  a  patient  thus  situated  to  submit  to  a  very 
rigid  system  of  confinement,  and  if  be  should  do  sOy 
there  is  always  danger  in  protracted  cases  that  his 
general  health  may  suffer  in  consequence.    It  is  im- 
portant that  he  should  not  be  altogether  deprived  of 
the  opportunity  of  taking  air  and  exereise;  yet  it  is 
necessary  that  the  affected  joint  should  be  kept  in  a 
state  approaching  as  near  as  possible  to  one  of  com* 
plete  repose.     This  double  object  may  be  attained 
by  means  of   a   proper  bandage  applied  so    as  to 
restrain  the  motions  of  the  joint,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  makes  no  more  than  a  modeiate  degree  of 
prennre  on  it.    As  to  the  best  mode  of  carrying  this 
plan  into  execution,  the  sorgeon  must  exercise  his  own 
judgment  in  each  individnid  case.    If  the  disease  ba 
far  advanced,  and  there  is  danger  of  the  cartilages 

*  The  Society  of  Arts  of  Loadon  awarded  the   silvtf 
medal  for  the  year  18U,  for  this  appaiatas. 
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(being  uloarated,  he  *iU  find  it  pradaot  to  mtraia  tha 
motioui  of  the  Joial  allogetber." 
Upon  Ibese  obHr*aitiDTi«  I  musl  TBUtoni  to  n»ka 
i>a«  or  two  CDDOieDU.  Ths  firit  1  woold  oOer  n,  that 
Ibers  hai  alvajB  appeared  lo  ma  lu  aiii^  a>aD  [rom 
the  commencstueiit  of  inflamnialien  in  tha  ajDOiial 
tnambraDe,  the  gnatisl  occaaiit?  fur  Iceeping  the 
aSecled  joint  pet/eclly  at  mt  ;  for  allboDgb  pain 
howerer  aaiere,  ba  preaent  in  the  fiiat  itagai  of  the 
allaoli,  and  lo  lucfa  a  degree,  as  in  a  great  meaaiire  to 
prerent  all  Tolanlary  motion,  atlll  we  maat  all  be 
■afficientlj  conaoioua  of  tba  manj  inrolDDtai;  moTa- 
menli  aa  it  irere,  to  whieh  our  llmba  ara  aalyect, 
whether  waking  or  sleapiog,  not  to  Iniit  altogether  10 
thii  pain  ai  a  reairiction  from  motion, — notioD  which 
mutt  more  or  lesi  agHraiate  and  iacreaae  tha  irritation 
alrendj  eiitling  in  (he  joint. 

Tlie  great  difficullj  of  reilraioing  motion  la,  and  ' 
aroiding  preiiura  upon,  the  joint,  at  the  aame  lime 
that  the  full  and  compleia  application  of  all  retnediei 
necestar}'  fur  the  pieTenlian  of  iuflammation  and 
alleTiation  of  pain  ia  carried  on,  ha>  bean,  I  am  well 
aware,  moit  frequeDll;  tbe  cauaa  of  ibU  part  of  the 
Irealmenl  being  neglected ;  but  I  am  in  hopea  that  the 
apparatua  repiaiented  bj  Fig.  1,  will  be  fonnd  calculated 
tootarcome,  on  future  occaiiona.  erar;  Kmilar  obtlacle. 

Xhtcriptiim  o/  Can. 

Fl*.  I.— ^a  a) — Tba  wooden  aplinta  dirided.    b  bb  bttit  atrapi  and  bnclilet. 

(e  e) — The  arc  or  bow.  d  d,  (he  ictewa  which  bind  together  the  two  portions  of  the  arc  or  bow.  e  e,  the 
grooTes  in  which  the  arc  or  bow  moTci,  allowing  the  aplinta  to  be  brought  nearer  to,  or  remoTed  fartber 
hrom,  one  another.    //,  the  acrtivt  which  coofiae  the  porliona  at  am  or  bo'ia  the  grooiea  t  *, 

f  10.  II. — Repreaenti  the  acrewa  or  alops  which  allnw  of  (he  (no  porUoa^.fonDing  the  arc  or  bow  to  moTt  to  a 
eertaln  eilenl  one  npon  (he  other. 

Fio.  ITT. — Repreaenta  one  poilion  of  the  arc  or  bow  remoTed  (rom  ita  grooie. 

Tio.  IT. — Repteaentt  the  wooden  tpllnl,  with  ita  atrspi  and  bncklea  atiached. 
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That  air  and  ^ercise  are  highly  neoeuary,  especially 

lor  diow  penoni  who  are  so  frequently  the  sabject  of 

dissMod  joints,  (riz.,  the  scrofoloas,)  no    one  will 

deoy.  This  end  can,  by  means  of  the  splint  in  question, 

be  nott  fully  attained,  during  the  whole  progress  of 

««e  of  any  disease  or  injury,  allowing  the  requisite 

lemedies  to  be  at  the  same  time  continued,  no  pressure 

being  applied  to  the  joiot  itself, — a  most  prejudicial 

practice,  particularly  as  regards  the  knee-joint,  where 

the  patella  pressing  upon  the  articular  surfaces  of  the 

ibraur  and  tibia  must,  by  the  consequent  friction,  very 

much  increase  the  injury  already  inflicted  upon  the 

joint  by  the  prerious  inflammation,  at  the  same  time 

tiiat  it  keeps  up  the  irritation. 

I  may  here  remark  that  the  apparatus  I  am  about  to 
dsscribe  has  1>een  invented  some  length  of  time,  but  I 
have  delayed  presenting  it  to  my  professional  brethren 
until  I  had  tested  its  utility  in  all  those  cases  for  which 
I  considered  it  peculiarly  adapted.  It  will  be  well  also 
to  observe,  that  the  arc  or  bow,  (c.c.  Fig.  1,)  which  pre- 
mts  an  awkward  appearance,  but  with  which  I  cannot 
ffiscover  the  possibility  of  dispensing  without  very 
much  impairing  the  value  ot  Ibe  apparatus,  may  be 
unsightly,  but  still  not  inconvenient  nor  unnecessary, 
aflbiding  as  it  does  complete  protection  to  the  joint, 
whether  the  patient  be  in  bed,  or  up  and  about  A 
blow  upon  it  when  the  splint  is  applied  to  the  arm  con. 
veys  no  shock  to  the  joint,  the  whole  limb  moving 
together  from  the  shoulder.  The  same  applies  to  the 
knee,  when  the  splints  are  placed,  one  above,  the  other 
beh)w,  the  joint.  It  will  be  observed,  that  the  two 
spfinu  (a  a.  Fig.  1,)  are  split,  to  allow  of  their  dose 
sdsptation  to  the  limb;  they  must  be  padded,  and 
then  firmly  fixed,  by  means  of  the  straps  and  buckles, 
bhf  bb,  (ot  hy  what  would  be  much  better,  a  piece  of 
dastie  webbing,  extending  the  whole  length  of  either 
splint,  said  laced  at  the  side,  for  the  narrow  straps  are 
very  apt  to  act  as  ligatures,  and  to  cause  much  pain  and 
noeasineas  from  their  unequal  pressure,)  one  to  the 
upper,  the  other  to  the  forearm ;  or  the  one  to  the 
thigh,  the  other  to  the  leg,  as  the  case  may  be.  The 
tvo  splints  are  connected  by  the  steel  arc  or  bow  c  c, 
which  is  formed  of  two  pieces,  sliding  one  upon  the 
other,  in  order  to  allow  of  the'  limb  being  brought  to 
say  angle,  or  placed  straight,  as  occasion  may  require. 
Thie  being  aecomplished,  they  are  fixed  by  means  of 
the  sereva,  d  d.  Thiu  the  two  divisions  of  the  limb  are 
as  it  were  connected,  and  consequently  the  joint  kept 
perfectlj  at  rest ;  at  the  same  time  being,  as  I  have 
before  staled,  quite  free  for  the  application  of  all 
neeessaiy  remedies.  It  will  be  farther  noticed  that 
4he  two  steel  portions  forming  the  arc  or  bow  move  in 
die  braes  grooves  «  e,  in  order  to  allow  of  the  splints 
befaig  moved  nearer  to  or  farther  from  the  joint,  as 
cfrcumataocea  may  arise ;  the  bow  being  again  firmly 
fixed  in  the  groovea  by  the  binding  screws  //.  The 
holea  obserrable  on  one  of  the  steel  portions  are  to 


admit  the  small  screws  or  stops  represented  by  Fig,  % 
and  which  allow  of  our  giving  to  the      "_, 
joint  moderate  and  gradual  motion  and       "^^S 
extension ;  the  binding  screws  d  d  being    9         9 
then  removed,  a  strap  may  be  fastened  to 
any  of  the  brass  buttons  oooooo,  fixed  to  the  splinu  • 
and  this  being  carried  round  the  neck  and  shoulders 
answers  the  purpose  of  a  sling. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  to  which  I  have  alluded  as 
likely  to  be  benefitted  by  the  use  of  this  splint,  X  may 
add  that  it  is  extremely  serviceable  in  cases  of  fracture 
of  the  patella,  fully  answering  the  purpose  of  all 
bandages  hitherto  employed,  and  which  more  or  less 
interfere  with  the  application  of  remedies,  and  with  the 
joint  itself.  The  two  splints  a  a  being  brought  as  near 
as  required,  one  to  the  upper,  the  other  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  fractured  portions,  pressure  as  much  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  them  in  apposition  and  close  con- 
nection  can  be  most  efiactually  accomplished,  and  kept 
up  as  long  as  there  is  that  disposition  to  separate 
which  so  frequently  takes  place  as  a  consequence  of 
the  strong  action  of  the  muscles  attached  to,  and  sur- 
ronnding  the  upper  portion  of  the  patella. 

In  like  manner  may  the  splint  be  most  advan- 
tageoasly  applied  in  cases  of  fracture  of  the  olecranon, 
especially  when  the  triceps  muscle  is  strong,  and  we 
find  the  fractured  portion  drawn  npwards  some  distance 
from  the  ulna.  No  accident  is  so  likely  to  produce 
mischievous  consequences  to  the  joint,  and  interfere 
with  its  after  utility,  as  fracture  of  the  nina,  unless 
properly  attended  to  in  the  drst  instance. 

Contraction  which  so  often  follows  inflammation  of 
the  joints,  may  be  completely  prevented  by  applying 
the  splint  in  the  early  stages  of  the  attack^  and  even 
should  contraction  hare  taken  place,  it  may  be  over- 
come by  means  of  the  splint,  the  angle  being  changed 
gradatimj  the  joint  being  at  the  same  time  fomented  and 
rubbed  as  may  be  desired.  The  great  difficulty  in-  the  first 
place  in  preventing  these  contractions,  and  in  the  second,  ' 
in  overcoming  tfaem,  has  hitherto  been  the  want  of  some 
apparatus  which  would  leave  the  joint  perfectly  free, 
patients  being  unable  to  endure  the  pain  consequent 
upon  constant  pressure.  I,  in  common  with  every  one, 
under  whose  care  even  a  single  case  of  contraction  of 
the  elbow  or  knee-joint  has  fallen,  have  had  many  occa. 
sions  of  observing,  that  unless  the  action  be  constantly 
persevered  in,  the  limb,  in  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
regains  its  previously-contracted  position. 

The  splint  will  be  found  a  useful  adjunct  to  the 
means  already  employed  in  the  treatment  of  those 
cases  in  which  the  tendons  of  the  hamstring  muscles 
are  divided,  on  account  of  contraction  or  partial  an- 
chylosis of  the  knee-joint. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  apparatus  will  likewise 
afford  most  important  aid  iu  those  cases  in  which  the 
extirpation  of  Uie  articular  ends  of  the  bones  may  be 
necessary;  not  only  will  it  be  found  useful  in  main- 
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Uining  the  limb  U  the  reqaired  angle,  and  keeping 
it  perfectly  at  rest  after  the  operation,  bat  it  may  be 
applied  before  the  operation,  eappljing  the  plaoe  of 
an  anistant,  holding  the  two  dititlons  of  the  limb 
aach  more  steadily  than  can  be  done  by  the  fimeftt 
hand,  and  not  at  all  Interfering  with  the  sorgeon's 
aianipolationty  the  Joint  being  free  in  ita  entire  cir- 
enmferance.*  / 

By  slight  modificatioiu  in  the  sh«|M  and  sise  of  the 
splints,  and  length  of  the  straps*  any  Joint  in  the  body 
may,  by  means  of  this  apparatus,  be  kept  perlbctly  fX 
rest,  and  guarded  from  eztenal  Tiolenoeu 

It  is  well  here  to  add,  that  the  splints  rsqnire  most 
earefal  padding  and  adjustment,  for  at  some  angles  it 
will  be  found  that  either  the  apper  one  will  be  raised 
and  the  lower  one  depressed,  or  vke  vend.  In  snch 
cases,  unless  the  padding  bo  good,  inconvenience  will 
be  experienced  by  the  patient,  undue  pressure  being 
made  on  the  sofi  parts. 

Thus  hare  I  endeavoured  to  explain  an  apparmtns 
aost  simple  in  its  mode  of  action,  easily  managed,  and 
made  at  a  very  moderate  costf 

I  have  selected  from  many  others  the  following 

cases,  in  which  I  have  employed  my  Joint  apparatus 

with  the  greatest  advantage,  and  which  I  here  recite 

without  any  comments  as  to  the  general  and  local 

treatment  specifically  used,  and  which  were  of  coarse 

regulated  in  the  various  cases,   according  to  their 

requirements :— 

Cass  I. 

A  boy,  aged  ten  years  and  a  half,  came  under  my 
notice,  being  afflicted  with  that  condition  of  the  right 
knee-joint,  so  common  in  scroftiloas  children.  He  had 
suffered  more  or  less  from  this  affection  for  several  years ; 
abscesses  had  formed,  broken,  and  healed,  from  time  to 
time ;  the  leg  became  bent  at  right  angles  to  the  thigh, 
and  thus  the  lad  was  almost  inos^adtated  ftom  moving 
about,  excppt  by  hopping  npoa  one  leg,  with  the  aid 
of  a  crutch.  The  least  pressare  npon  the  patella  oanaed 
him  so  much  pain,  and  increased  the  swelling  so  con- 
siderably, besides  inducing  inflammation,  that  any 
planr  for  gradually  extending  the  leg,  which  in  any 
way  interfered  with  the  Joint  itself,  was  obliged  to  be 
abandoned. 

I  recommended  the  use  of  m^  splint,  which'  was 
accordingly  employed  for  a  lengthened  period,  at  the 
same  time  that  fomentations  and  soothing  applications 
were  constanay  osed  aroond  the  Joint.  The  angle  of 
the  splint  was  dianged  at  first  aboat  twice  a  week,  and 
then  every  other  day,  oatll  the  position  of  the  limb 
was  so  much  improved  that  tiie  boy  oonhl  walk  tolerably 
well,  at  the  end  of  three  months,  without  the  aid  of 
"vrutch  or  stick. 

The  boy  sometimes  during  the  progress  of  this  cure 
complained  of  so  much  pain  that  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  apparatus.    In  twenty-four  hours 

*  A  moch  larger  bow  than  ii  neceisarj  ia  most  eaies 
might  be  attached  to  the  spllau  duriag  the  perforaaiice  of 
the  operatioa. 

t  Mil  FergufOB,  forgical  iiiftnnogt  Mker  to  8t« 


the  limb  would  have  almost  regained  its  righ^angnlar- 

position.    To  obviate  as  much  as  possible  this  ineon* 

venience,   and  consequent   retarding   of    the    care,. 

whenever  my  splint  was  removed,  I  directed  the  foot 

to  be  tied  to  a  foot-board,  and  a  straight  splint  to  h^ 

placed  against  the,  patient's  heel    and   thigh.     Thla 

plan  had  the  dedred  effect  of  preventing  the  frequent 

retraction. 

Casb  II 

Occurred  in  a  boy  of  about  seven  yean,  who  waa- 
aiBicted  with  a  diseased  elbow,  bearing  in  every  respeel 
a  strong  resemblance  to  the  knee-joint  Just  described. 
The  left  arm  was  almost  disabled ;  the  swelling  aboat 
the  Joint  was  very  considerable ;  the  bones  were  dis- 
tinctly felt  to  grate  one  upon  the  other,  shewing  that 
the  normal  condition  of  their  articulating  surfaces  was 
destroyed.  Quietude,  and  a  due  application  of  proper 
local  remedies,  were  the  only  chances  of  saving  the- 
limb.  The  re$i  was  most  effectually  preserved  by 
means  of  my  Joint-splint,  and  which  allowed  at  tha 
same  time  of  as  complete  an  application  of  remedies  aa 
could  be  desired.  In  this  case  the  apparatus  was  kept 
applied  for  nearly  fire  months,  which  perseverance 
wae  followed  by  the  gratifying  resolt  of  a  fairly 
use/hi  arm. 

Casb  Itl. 

A  young  man,  of  twenty.four  years  of  age,  whilst 
walking,  slipped  and  fell,  striking  his  elbow  violently 
against  the  curb>stone.  When  I  first  saw  him,  about 
two  hours  after  the  accident,  the  limb  around  the  elbow- 
Joint  was  enormously  swollen  and  bruised,  so  much  so- 
aa  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  asoertalning  whether 
there  was  fracture  or  not  of  either  of  the  bones.  I 
immediately  fixed  upon  the  arm  my  Jnlnt-splint,  applied 
odd  lotions,  and  on  the  following  morning,  about 
thirty  boors  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  tlie  swelling 
had  maoh  subsided,  and  I  detected  a  crepitus,  proving 
that  the  olecranon  waa  fractured.  I  put  the  arm  la 
that  posithm  best  adapted  for  such  an  accident,  and  then 
replaced  .the  splint  at  the  required  angle.  The  letaone^. 
&o.,  were  continued,  and  every  thing  went  on  most 
proeperously,  indeed  there  was  not  one  drawback ;  the^ 
onion  of  the  bone  was  perfect  in  about  three  weeks; 
the  motions  of  the  arm  were  not  at  all  impaired.  The 
peifect  quUtt  and  the  constant  application  of  the 
necessary  remedies  Arom  the  first,  without  any  pressure 
upon  the  Joint  itself,  may  in  a  great  measure  acoonnt 
for  the  rapid  decrease  In  the  swelUng,  for  the  absenee 
of  all  after  inflammation  or  ineonvenlenee,  as  also,  for 
the  speedy  and  perfect  anion  of  the  ftaotored  bone» 

Casb  IV. 

A  little  girl,  aged  eight  years,  was  brought  to  me  on 
account  of  a  contraction  at  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  fU- 
lowing  a  bom.  I  learnt  that  the  accident  had  oeeurred 
some  five  years  previously  ttom  her  wearing-spparal 
catching  fire;  that  during  the  time  the  wound  was- 
healing  the  Arm  became  bent;  that  the  cicatrix  had 
been  divided  twice,  and  that  on  the  last  occasion  a 

Bartholomew's   Hospital,  has  always  maaofaetared  my 
spiinu.  kc.   I  would  advise  all  who  employ  this  appsratos,. 
to  have  the  bows  aUde  of  steei  and  not  brass,  for  the  latter 
BMterial«dds  suich  to  Ut«  weight  of  ths  splists. 
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jportkm  of  the  hanl«ned  skin  bad  been  removed  j  that 
^eouderable  diffiouUy  bad  been  after  each  operation 
eiperienoad  in  beeping  the  arm  extended,  daring  the 
progTMS  of  the  healing  of  the  wound,  caoaed  by  the 
•diTision  of  the  doatrix,  and  that  a  common  straight 
•plint  had  been  fixed  upon  the  back  of  the  arm,  but 
fnm  tlie  pain  and  nneatinesa  consequent  upon  its 
constaot  pressore,  it  waa  found  necessarv  to  remoTe  it 
veiy  fireqaently,  and  at  last  to  abandon  iu  use  altoge- 
ther. I  placed  npon  the  arm  my  apparatus,  and  with 
#  scalpel,  jaat  slightly  divided  the  cicatrix  upon  the 
first  day, placing  the  arm  at  the  sngle  which  this  division 
allowed,  without  causing  pain,  and  there  fixed  it  by 
means  of  the  Joint^plint.  Two  dsTS  subsequently  I 
sgain  saw  the  child  and  efiected  another  division  of  the 
cicatrix,  about  an  inch  from  the  first,  again  altering  the 
angle  of  the  arm,  and  at  the  same  lime  thai  of  the 

^IJQt 

This  operation  I  repeated  at  five  different  periods  at 
about  three  days'  interval,  and  at  each  time  placed  the 
ami  and  splint  at  the  angle  which  I  found  compatible 
with  the  child's  comfort;  the  arm  had  become  perfectly 
atnight  in  about  six  weeks;  the  splint  was,  however, 
still  retained  upop  the  limb,  the  straigbt  ]}osition  being 
•ccssionslly  changed  for  an  angle  more  or  less  acute  as 
the  fancy  took  me,  thus  avoiding  the  chance  of  tiring  my 
patient.  During  this  latter  period  I  ordered  friction  and 
fomentationa,  whereby  I  succeeded  in  softening  very 
much  the  cicatrized  skin.  The  arm  in  abont  three 
months  haA  almost  regained  its  nataral  appearance,  and 
its  asefalnesa  is  as  great  as  that  of  its  felluvr 

Case  V. 

A  man,  thirty^six  years  of  age,  had  tlie  misfortune 
lo  fail  and  fracture  his  patella ;  he  did  not  apply  for 
surgical  aid  until  some  hours  aAer  the  occurrence  of 
tiie  injury,  imagining  that  he  had  only  bruised  his 
knee.  Finding,  however,  that  it  became  much  swollen 
and  very  painfii},be  thought  it  advisable  to  seek  relief, 
and  npon  examination  I  readily  discovered  that  the 
•bove-named  accident  had  occorred.  I  applied  my 
ipparatiia,  the  upper  edge  of  the  lower  splint  pressing 
agabist  the  inferior  portion  of  the  patella,  and  the 
lower  edge  of  the  upper  splint  against  the  superior 
porion  of  the  fractured  bone.  The  two  portions  had 
become  widely  separated  in  consequence  of  the  attempts 
made  to  walk  and  move  after  the  fall,  but  this  s]>ace 
was  day  by  day  much  decreased  by  the  gradual  move- 
Bent  of  the  wooden  splints  nearer  to  each  other,  and 
wliieb  of  course  at  the  same  time  approximated  the 
ftaetored  surfaces  of  the  patella.  Leeches,  poultices, 
and  fbnaentations  were  during  this  period  and  until  the 
limb  waa  restored  to  use,  frequently  and  satisfactorily 
applied )  wbilst  the  joint  and  fractured  bone  were  kept 
perfectly  at  rest  and  all  muscular  action  overcome  by 
the  constant  application  of  the  joint- splint. 

I  may  mention  that  the  limb  was  elevated  in  this 
case,  as  Is  usual  in  such  aiccidents,  at  the  same  time  that 
the  splint  was  employed.  These  two  measures  com- 
bined^ caused  the  patient  no  inconvenience,  but  on  the 
contrary  were  a  source  of  much  comfort,  and  decidedly 
tended  to  the  rapid  and  solid  union  of  the  fractured 
piteUa. 


THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  MSTA- 
MORPHOSIS  OP  THE  TEXTURES  OP  THiS 
HUMAN  BODY. 

(Fourth  Series  of  BxperimetUal  lle$earche$.) 
By  William  Aodibon,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 

L  Vkoitabls  Txxtubbb. 

The  science  of  morpli^logy,  which  treats  of  the 
gradual  transformation  of  the  primary  elements  of 
vegetable  structures  into  the  various  special  organs  of 
the  species,  has  long  formed  an  interesting  and  essential 
department  of  physiological  botany.  The  plan  upon 
which  the  metamorphosis  takes  place,  "is*'— 'according 
to  Or.  LiNDLKT— '*  notwithstanding  the  infinite  rariety 
observable,  extremely  simple,  and  executed  by  modifi- 
cations of  the  leafy  texture." 

If  the  structure  of  a  leaf  of  flowering  plants  be  care- 
fully examined  in  very  thin  sections,  with  a  sufficiently 
high  magnifying  power,  (750  diameters  linear,)  it  will 
be  found  composed  of  two  dittinct  ceUular  elementt, 
a  fibrous  tissue,  spiral  vessels,  stomata,  and  an  immense 
assemblage  of  air-vesicles,  or  air-bubbles.  On  the 
upper  surface  of  the  leaf,  is  a  thin  transparent  homo- 
geneous membrane,  divided  into  a  number  of  cellular 
coropartroents  irregular  in  form  and  outline,  and 
variable  in  size  in  different  species  of  plaaU.  On  the 
under  surface  is  a  similar  membrane,  in  which  the 
cellular  compartmenU  are  thickly  interspersed  with 
the  stomata.  The  cellular  compartments  and  irregular 
outlines  thus  visible  on  the  under  and  upper  surfaces 
of  the  leaf,  are  the  exterior  outer  portion  of  a  very 
fine  and  strongly  coherent  cellular  texture,  running 
throngh  the  entire  thickness  of  the  leaf,  and  so  disposed 
as  to  form  numerous  divaricating  air-passages  connected 
with  the  stomata.*  Within  the  meshes  of  this  coherent 
cellular  texture,  around  the  wails  of  the  divaricating 
intercellular  air-passages,  and  in  close  apposition. with 
the  air  contained  within  them,  is  a  less  coherent  cellular 
element  or  texture,  consisting  of  smaller  and  but 
slightly  adherent  corpuscles  or  cells  filled  with  the 
green  granules  of  the  ehlorophylU,  each  granule  con- 
sisting of  a  number  of  minute  molecules. 

The  term  cellular  tissue  or  texture  has  been  indis- 
criminately applied  to  so  many  portions  of  vegetable 
structure,  that  it  is  necessary  to  state  prominently  the 
point  which  a  careful  microscopical  examination  of  a 
leaf  appears  to  me  to  establish  betfveen.  the  coherent 
cellular  textures,  the  cnticle  and  supporting  ff;^me- 
work,  and  the  incoherent  ceUular  texture  forming  the 
pa9eBchyma« 

If  a  thin  section  be  taken  from  the  main  rib,  or  any 
of  the  other  ribs  of  a  leaf,  the  cellular  texture  disclosed 
has  the  following  properties  and  appearance.  It  is 
strong  and   coherent ;  the  spaces  of  the  cells  are 

*  These  air-passages  when  a  section  of  the  parenchyma 
has  been  made,  displaj  oval  fmomin^t  similar  to  those  seea 
in  a  section  of  a  long. 
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nearly  or  quite  free  from  chlorophylle  granules^  and 
tbe  cell-walla  art:  comparatiTely  tbick,  the  structural 
materia]  not  occupyiog  the  central  parts  of  the  cells,  but 
being  collected  at  tbe  cell-walls  and  apparently  outside 
and  between  them. 

If  having  previously  sliced  away  the  outer  integu- 
ment of  tbe  leaf,  a  thin  section  be  taken  of  tbe  green 
parenchyma,  the  ceUuUur  element  displayed  baa  a  very 
different  appearance.  It  consists  of  smaller  distinct 
cells  arranged  around  oral  or  rounded  vacant  spaces, 
and  if  the  succulent  leaf  of  Sedum  acre  be  crushed 
between  two  slips  of  glass,  the  incoherent  cellular 
elements  are  found  scattered  and  dispersed  upon  them. 

It  is  well  known  that  two  important  functions  are 
performed  by  leaves — respiration  and  secretion;  and  it 
appears  from  my  eiaminations  that  in  the  leaves  of 
phaneroffomia,  each  function  has  its  appropriate  ana- 
tomical atructure— the  coherent  cellular  textures 
ministering  to  the  form  of  the  leaf,  and  to  respiration ; 
tbe  incoherent  cellular  texture,  to  secretion  or  nutrition. 
That  the  interior  of  a  leaf  is  full  of  air,  may  be 
demonstrated  by  a  microscopical  examination  of  the 
parenchyma;  and  that  the  air  is  situated  in  numerous 
air-passages,  is  also  equally  evident,  at  tbe  same  time. 
That  this  air-  may  be  forced  out  by  heat,  is  readily 
shewn  by  immersing  a  leaf  in  boiling  water,  when 
the  under  surface  becomes  thickly  coated  with  minute 
air-bubbles,  which  appear  to  escape  by  thestomata; 
for  the  upper  surface  of  the  leaf,  if  uninjured,  never 
allows  of  the  escape  of  similar  bubbles.  When, 
therefore,  the  broad  upper  surface  of  a  leaf  is  exposed 
to  the  Doon-day  sun,  the  air  occupying  tbe  air-pas- 
sages must  expand ;  and  if  all  tbe  passages  be  filled 
with  air,  some  portions  of  it,  altered  doubtless  by  the 
respiring  functions  of  the  incoherent  cellular  texture, 
must  eacape,  either  through  the  stomata,  in  which  the 
air-passages  terminate,  or  by  other  means.  But  when 
the  sun's  rays  ar».obscnred  by  passing  clouds,  and  at 
night,  tbe  air  within  the  leaf,  becoming  colder,  will 
contract  in  bulk,  and  there  will  be  space  for  fresh 
portions  of  the  outward  air  to  enter.  Heat  or  caloric, 
therefore,  is  the  efficient  eaute ;  and  change  of  tempera- 
ture—sun and  cloud— day  and  night — the  eatuUtUmiot 
respiration  in  the  leaf;  m^iraiUm  taking  place  during 
the  paisage  of  cloiids^  and  at  nigbt;  expiraHon  going 
OB  when  the  sun  shines  upon  the  leaf. 

In  most  of  the  herbaceous  plants,  the  green  nutter 
of  tiie  lower  leaves  visibly  disappears  during  the  inflo- 
rescence and  the  growth  of  the  seed,  that  is  to  say 
they  wither  and  dry  op.  This  is  remarkably  the  case 
in  the  eedume,  HUee,  ftc,  and  the  fact  is  observable  in 
all  tender  plants,  should  there  be  any  lack  of  moisture 
at  the  important  time  of  flowering.  The  following, 
among  many  other  examples,  may  be  related  in  illos- 
tration :— If  a  plant  of  the  garden  nasturtium  {TroptBO* 
hm  Mqr'tis,)  be  pulled  up  whilst  in  vigorous  growth  in 
the  Mitumni  and  thrown  upon  the  ground  in  the  sani 


it  will  continue  flowering  for  a  month  or  six  weeks, 
putting  forth  new  shoots,  new  flowers,  leaves  and  seeds^ 
but  during  all  this  time  the  older  leaves  are  gndually, 
from  below  upwards,  one  after  another,  exhausted  oC 
their  green  matter,  withering  and  shrivelling  up.  From 
these  and  many  other  facts  well  known  to  botanists,, 
but  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  particularize,  it  is  con- 
cluded that  the  green  matter  contained  in  the  cells  of 
the  incoherent  cellular  texture  of  the  leaf  is  of  the 
nature  of  a   secretion  elaborated  within  the  cells,, 
giving  sensible  properties  or  qualities  to  the  leaf,  and 
essential  to  the  growth  of  the  subsequent  parts  of  the 
structure,  the  flower,  the  seed,  or  the  bud ;  while  tbe 
coherent  cellular  texture  gives  form  and  stability  to  the 
leaf,  and  administers  to  the  function  of  respiration. 

Tbe  distinction  between  tbe  coherent  and  incoherent 
cellular  textures  clearly  exists  in  nature ;  the  foroKr 
may  be  seen  in  the  wood  and  pith ;  the  latter  in  tbe 
bark  and  leaves.  These  two  textures  may  be  often- 
times conjoined,  and  mn  by  transitional  stages  into 
each  other ;  still  they  are  as  frequently  disassociated, 
and  when  they  are  so,  they  are  as  distinct  in  appearance 
and  mechanical  properties  as  they  seem  to  be  In  ftinc- 
tion.* 

The  general  nature  of  the  parenchyuMtous  part  of 
leaves,  which  I  have  termed  the  incoherent  cellobr 
texture,  has  been  well  explained  by  Link  and  otherSr 
and  was  figured  by  Mohl,  in  1828 ;  but  tbe  most  com- 
plete account  is  that  of  M.  Adolphb  BaoKOWAKT,  in 
1830,  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  :— 

The  euHele  is  a  layer  of  cellules,  adhering  firmly  tO' 
each  other,  and  sometimes  but  slightly  to  tbe  sub- 
jacent tissue,  from  which  they  are  entirely  different 
in  form  and  nature — ^in  form,  for  the  ceUules  are 
depressed,  and  in  consequence  of  the  variety  of  ootline 
they  present,  form  meshes,  either  regular  or  irregalar; 
and  in  nature,  because  these  cellules  are  perftctlj^^ 
transparent  and  colourless,  and  probably  filled  with 
air.    They  scarcely  ever  contain  any  organic  particles, 
and  are  probably  but  little  permeable,  either  to  fluids 
or  gaseous  matter;   while  on  the  other  hand,  the 
cellules  of  the  subjacent  paretichyma  are  filled  with 
tbe  green  substance  that  determines  the  colour  of  the 
leaf.     Benea^  the  npper  cuticle  are  two  or  three 
layers  of  oblong  cells,  generally  of  much  lees  diameter 
than  the  cells  of  the  cuticle,  and  therefore  easil/  seen 
through  it;  the  cells  have  little  intervals  or  spaces 
between  them,  and  in  leaves  that  have  stomata  on  their 
upper  surface,  thero  are  among  the  cells  some  larger 
spaces  through  which  the  stomata  commuBicale  with 
the  interior  of  tbe  leaf.    On  the  under  surface  of  the 
leaf,  the  cells  of  the  parenchyma  aro  irregular,  often 
having  two  or  three  branches  which  unite  with  the 


*  Cellolar  tismie  it  found  in  three  essentially  dlf» 
erent  states,  menArmoiu,  Jibretu,  and  paremehptmmiam*;'^ 
membrane  and  ibrcs  combined  form  a  flbro^ellalar,  aad- 
parenchyma  aad  fibiei  fona  a  fibreooipasculac  teztvce. 
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liiibt  of  tke  oellf  next  thtm,  and  so  form  spaces  which 

mt  Urga  than  the  cells  themselfes,  and  either  cor- 

geipoad  directly  with  the  ttomata,  or  are  in  commu- 

■icstioa  with  them.* 
(For  examples  of  the  incoherent  cellnlar  parenchyma 

•f  a  Icafj  and  of  the  coherent  cellular  structure  of  the 
«aticle  and  ribs,  I  refer"  the  reader  to  Dr.  Lindley's 

''iBtnxinction  to  Botany,"  plate  I,  fig  2,  3,  6,  and  7 ; 
piste  3,  fig  5,  ed.,1832.) 

Mr.  Edwin  Lees,  who  is  well  known  as  an  indefa- 
tigabie  and  practical  botanist,  has  permitted  me  to 
itste  his  opinion  npon  the  stmctnre  of  a  leaf. 

"I  have  perused  Dr.  Addison's  account  of  the  rege- 
tible  tissue,  and  seen  his  demonstrations  with  the 
Bicroscope  repeatedly.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  dis- 
tiacUon  of  coherent  and  incoherent  cellnlar  structure, 
is  BOt  only  correct  in  fact,  but  of  considerable  import* 
SBce  in  a  physiological  point  of  view.  It  is  clear  that 
tbe  coherent  cellnlar  structure  forms  the  supporting 
frsae-work  of  the  leaf;  and  that  it  abounds  with  air 
ii  satisfactorily  proved  by  Dr.  Addison's  experiment  of 
imoiersing  a  leaf  in  boiling  water,  when  the  under  sur- 
te  giret  exit  to  numerous  air-Tcsicles.  It  there- 
fore appears  correct  to  attribute  to  this  structure  an 
iaportant  function  in  respiration ;  and  it  appears 
equally  oonrect  to  suppose  that  the  system  of  nutrition 
sad  secretioQ  goes  on  in  the  cells  containing  the 
gianuks  of  chlorophylle,  which  are  frequently  found 
bet  very  slightly  coherent.  The  coherent  and  inco- 
hereot  stmetores  are  not  easily  demonstrated  perhaps 
as  distinct  structures  in  every  leaf,  but  I  believe  they 
exist,  lliongh  well  aware  with  other  botanists  that 
lesves  carried  on  the  operations  of  respiration  and 
sseretioo,  yet  the  different  functions  attributed  to  the 
tvo  kinds  of  cellnlar  tissue  have  never  previously,  I 
beUeve,  been  insisted  on.  The  fact  necessarily  leads 
to  indnctions  before  undereloped." — Edwin  Lkks, 
F.L.S.,  FeU&w  qf  iki  Boimdeul  8oeUtie$  qf  London  and 
Bdmburjfk. 

If  the  stmctnre  of  a  petal  be  examined  in  the  same 
wsy  with  a  microscope,  we  find  a  coherent  cellular 
tfmctore,  abounding  with  air,  to  which  indeed  the 
whiteness  and  opacity  of  a  white  petal  is  wholly  due. 
This  coherent  cellular  texture  has  various  forms,  and 
the  transparent  homogeneous  cell-walls  are  frequently 
■Mfked  with  delicate  Hrut.  The  cells  usually  contain 
either  a  coloured  fluid,  or  numerous  coloured  granules 
and  molecules;  and  it  is  evident  if  the  structural 
dements  of  a  petal  are  formed  by  a  process  of  meta- 
Borphosia  from  the  leafy  texture,  that  it  is  the  green 
grsanhv  chlorophylle  of  the  cellular  parenchyma 
that  has  experienced  the  greatest  amount  of  change ; — 
IB  other  words,  whereas  the  colour  of  the  leaf  is  green, 
ud  the  colour  of  the  petal  blue,  scarlet,  or  yellow, 

*  See,  for  a  nore  deuiled  accoont  of  the  stractnre  of 
IcsTttf,  *«LlBdley*s  Introduction  to  Bocaaj,**  particolaily 
p.  8ft,  ed.,  1832. 


so  therefore,  if  the  structural  elements  of  the  petal  are 
metamorphosed  out  of  the  leafy  texture,  it  must  be 
the  incoherent  cells  containing  the  green  matter, — 
the  secreted  and  proper  juices  of  the  hsaf,  that  have 
experienced  the  greatest  amount  of  change.  If  we 
extend  the  microscopical  examination  to  lower  forms 
of  vegetation,  we  find  the  fibrous  or  woody  textures, 
and  spiral  vessels  to  disappear,  the  leaves  of  mosses 
and  the  fronds  of  ferns  consisting  wholly  of  cells,  filled 
with  a  green  matter,  and  rendered  coherent  by  a 
tbifekening  of  their  walls.  Still  lower,  we  find  in  the 
eonver/dt  elongated  cells,  joined  end  to  end,  each  cell 
containing  green  granules  of  chlorophylle.  Lsstly, 
there  are  vegetable  textures,  consisting  of  cells  filled 
with  green  matter,  and  of  so  slight  a  coherency,  that 
the  merest  touch  is  sufficient  to  separate  them  from 
each  other. 
The  order  of  vegetable  structure  then  appears  to  be : — 

1.  Forms  consisting  of  incoherent  cellular  texture; 
masses  of  cells  or  corpuscles  with  an  interior  (generally 
green)  matter.  These  are  the  lowest  forms— «l^«  and 
liehene,  in  whidi  every  cell  or  corpuscle  is  both  a 
respiring  and  a  secreting  structure. 

2.  Forms  consisting  of  coherent  ceUttlar  texture; 
cells  with  an  interior  (generally  green)  matter,  cohering 
either  end  to  end  as  in  the  cotffervee ;  or  on  all  sides  as 
in  Jungi,  moeeee,  and /ems.  Here  again  every  cell  is 
both  a  respiring  and  a  secreting  structure. 

3.  Forms  consisting  of  a  compound  cellular  texture, 
in  which  two  distinct  cellnlar  elements  with  distinct 
functions  are  conjoined  and  co-exist ;  the  coherent 
cellular  element  connected  with  the  stomata  and  air- 
passages  ministering  to  respiration,  and  the  incoherent 
with  the  green  granules  of  the  chlorophylle  within 
them  executing  the  function  of  secretion.  And  it 
would  appear  that  in  the  leaves  of  pAancr^mwui,  there 
is  a  large  quantity  of  air  stored  up  in  the  air-passagea, 
formed  by  the  coherent  cellnlar  texture  for  the  uses 
of  the  incoherent  cellular  texture.  As  we  ascend  in 
the  scale  of  life  and  being,  so  we  find  more  and  more 
clearly  special  organs  or  textures  appointed  to  special 
fonctiODs;  let  me  therefore  recapitulate  the  points  I 
wish  to  urge  upon  the  reader's  attention.  In  the 
lowest  forms  of  vegetable  structure,  the  functions 
of  secretion,  growth  and  respiration,  are  conjoined  in 
esch  cell  or  corpuscle,  and  these  cells  in  many  ^'^'^ 
cohere  so  slightly,  that  the  texture  falls  to  pieces  on 
being  touched  or  handled.  In  some  instances  the 
structure  is  no  more  than  a  light  cellnlar  powder,  and 
in  others  mucoid  or  soft.  But  in  the  leaves  of  phane- 
rogamia,  there  is  a  coherent  texture  supporting  the 
stomata  and  administering  to  the  respiratory  function ; 
and  also  a  less  coherent  texture  executing  the  function 
of  secretion. 

I  am  sensible  that  the  terms  incoherent  and  coherent, 
as  applied  to  the  leaf,  do  but  partially  and  inaccu- 
rately express  the  distinctions  insisted  on  between  the 
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«ecretiiig»  the  toft  and  brittle,  cellaUur  textorea,  and  the 
BOD-iecretlng,  coherent,  and  elastic  onet ;  between  the 
green  cellular  parenchyma,  and  the  outer  cellular 
membrane  of  the  leaf.  The  dutinctions  are,  howcFer. 
very  palpable,  and  in  animal  structure!  so  important, 
that  I  purpose,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion  of  terms, 
and'  yet  preserve  the  distinctions  set  before  us  by 
nature,  to  use  the  term  corpuscular  texture  for  the 
very  soft,  opaque,  and  friable  cellular  textures,  limiting 
the  term  ceUuiar  to  those  which  are  coherent,  trans- 
parent, and  elastic.  For  example,  the  lirer  and  intes- 
tinal viUi,  I  would  say,  are  corpuscular  textures ;  the  lung 
a  cellular  texture  ;-^the  two  former  being  opaque, 
friable,  and  incoherent ;  the  latter  transparent,  elastic, 
and  coherent;  and  if  so,  then  there  is  prima fada 
evidence  of  an  analogy  between  the  blood  of  animals 
and  the  parenchymatous  texture  of  a  leaf. 


REMARKS  ON  FEVER. 

By  Willi  All  Davies,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Bath 

United  Hospiul.        ^ 

(Read  at  the  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and 
Bristol  Branch  of  the  Ph>vincial  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association.) 

The  few  remarks  which  I  am  about  to  submit  to 
this  meeting  have  reference  to  a  disease  which  has, 
perhaps,  given  rise  to  more  discussion  in  the  medical 
world  than  any  other,  and  concerning  which  there 
still  remain  various  and  conflicting  opinions,— tiiis  is 
fever;  and  in  what  is  to  follow,  I  would  be  understood 
as  referring  to  the  common  or  idiopathic  continued 
fever  of  this  country,  the  general  features  of  which 
every  medical  man  is  familiar  with,  more  especially 
those  who  have  past  any  part  of  their  professional 
career  in  Edinburgh  or  Dublin. 

My  remarks  shall  be  first  on  the  nature  of  continued 
fever ;  and  secondly,  on  the  pathology  of  head-com- 
plication, as  illustrative  of  what  has  preceded,  and 
with  reference  to  practice. 

Tht  two  following  propositions  must  be  granted  :— 
First,  that  the  disease  is  communicable — or  that  an 
individual  subjected  to  a  sufficiently  close  intercourse 
with  another  labouring  under  continued  fever,  may 
become  rimilarly  affected. 

Second?  That  in  order  to  a  disease  being  communi- 
cable, it  is  essential  that  certain  matter  shall  pass  off  from' 
the  body  of  the  individual  affected,  and  be  received 
into  that  of  him  who  is  to  suffer.  It  is  nnimporunt 
whether  this  entrance  is  effected  by  inocnlation,  or  by 
means  of  atmospheric  transmission;  at  present  we 
have  to  do  with  the  latter. 

Now,  if  an  individual  were  much  confined  to  an 
apartment  in  which  there  were  patients  labouring  under 
cohtinued  fever,  breathing  air  loaded  with  the  exhala- 
tions from  such  patienu,— and  if,  after  a  time,  the 
iAdividaal  thus  circumstanced  were  to  be  seized  with 


the  same  disease,  and  others  following  after  Uni  snb-- 
jected  to  the  same  influences^  and  sharing  the  sanse 
fate,  with  aufllcient  frequency  and  certainty  Co  Joatiff 
the  conclusion  that  the  one  was  the  cause  of  the  otbeTf — 
and  we  were  asked  by  what  means  or  through  what 
channel  the  system  of  the  one  became  affected  by  the 
exhalations  from  the  body  of  the  other,  we  should,  I 
think,  have  little  hesitation  in  answering,  that  the 
matter  exhaled  from  the  bodies  of  the  ferer-patienta- 
entered  the  lungs  of  the  healthy  persons,  along  with 
the  atmospheric  air,  and  thus  found  entrance  into  the 
blood,  where  it  accumulated  until  its  amount  wan- 
sufficient  to  impede  the  healthy  functions  of  the  body- 
that  is,  until  fever  was  produced. 

Again,  if  we  were  farther  informed,  that  twenty 
previously  healthy  persons,  from  different  localities* 
were  similarly  subjected  to  the  influences  above-men* 
tioned,  and  that  every  one  of  these  twenty  persona 
was  attacked  by  the  disease,  hot  that  none  of  them  were 
so  until  after  an  exposure  of  one  or  more  weeks,  some 
of  them  after  a  lapse  of  three  months,  and  no  two 
of  them  at  precisely  the  same  interval  of  time, — this 
would  add  confidence  to  our  opinion,  and  we  would 
say  that  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  the  first 
exposure  and  the  seizure,  marked  the  period  during 
which  the  poison  was  accumulating  in  the  blood,  and 
that  the  difference,  as  regards  length  of  interval^ 
between  exposure  and  attack,  was  an  index  as  to  the 
vigonr  or  weakness  of  the  different  constitutions. 

Our  informant  does  not  stop  here,  but  tells  us,  that 
during  the  early  period  of  the  attack,  and  whilst  it  ia 
at  its  height,  the  power  to  infect  is  not  nearly  so  great 
as  during  the  decline  of  the  disease,  and  the  advance 
towards  convalescence.  Here  is  another  element  in 
onr  belief,  and  we  say,  that  whilst  the  disease  is  de- 
clining, and  the  patient  recovering,  the  system  is 
engaged  in  freeing  itself  of  the  poisonous  natter^ 
which  iM  being  evolved  at  the  various  emnnctories  of 
the  body. 

Now,  these  are  not  speculations,  but  carefully  ascer- 
tained facts,  and  lead,  1  think,  very  conclusively  to 
the  belief,  that  in  continued  fever,  the  blood  is  primarily 
affected.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  question,  whether 
the  constitution  of  the  blood  itself  is  changed  by  the 
action  of  the  poison  of  fever,  or,  whether  the  blood 
merely  serves  as  a  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  that 
poison  in  a  free  sute  to  the  various  organs.  This  is 
a  question  unimportant  as  regards  my  present  object^ 
and  moreover,  we  do  not  possess  materials  sufficient 
for  its  elucidation. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  a  few  practical  deductions 
from,  and  illustrations  of,  the  foregoing  remarks. 

Every  practitioner  who  has  seen  much  of  continued 
fever  in  this  country,  is  aware  that  the  great  danger 
he  has  to  apprehend  is  the  supervention  of  cerebral 
symptoms ;  here  the  intestinal  follicular  lesion  is  com* 
paratively  rare,   and   thoracic   complication  seldooft 
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iomidable;— the  rock  a-he«d  he  dreads  is  cerebnl 
sjiDptoais.    Nov,  what  I  wish  particularly  to  call 
.atleotioii  tO|  is  the  fact,  that  when  such  symptoms  do 
arise  in  the  course  of  continued  ferer,  they  depend  on 
a  pathological  cause,  altogether  distinct  from  that 
which  is  competent  for  the  production  of  similar  symp- 
toms, when  no  fever  exists — namely  inflammation ;  and 
hence  the  remedies  of  inflammation  are  not  always  to 
be  had  recourse  to,  and  nerer  to  the  extent  that  would 
be  advisable  in  primary  encephalitis.    The  real  cause 
of  the  head-symptoms  would  seem  to  be  the  effect 
which  the  poisoned  or  altered  blood  circulating  in  the 
brain  produces  on  the  functions  of  that  organ;  and 
strong  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  is  to  be  found— 
£rst,  in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  secondly,  in  its 
morbid  anatomy. 

Ist.  In  the  progress  of  the  disease,  we  find  that  the 
head-symptoms,  during  the  early  period  of  the  attach, 
are  confined  to  frontal  headache  and  giddiness,  with 
more  or  less  of  intolerance  of  light  and  sound ;  and 
ss  the  disease  advances,  these  conditions  pass  into  great 
restlessness  and  sleeplessness,  with  active  delirium,  or 
It  may  be  great  torpor  and  drowsiness,  with  a  wander- 
ing aihd  confused  state  of  mind  when  roused }  and 
either  of  these  forms  may  pass  gradually  into  coma 
and  death,  or  under  moro  fortunate  circumstances, 
into  convalescence  and  recovery.  All  this  would  seem 
<to  mark  the  iacreasiog  influence  of  the  poison  on  the 
blood,  and  through  the  blood,  on  the  cerebral  functions; 
and  when  this  influence  terminates  short  of  death,  we 
have  another  law  of  the  action  of  poisons  brought  into 
play— namely,  that  after  a  time  they  lose  their  power 
over  that  particular  system,  and  are  discharged  there- 
from, leaving  the  Individual  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 
Hence  the  wisdom  of  CuUen's  sutement,— that  the 
proper  object  of  treatment  is  '*  to  obviate  the  tendency 
to  death,"  well  knowing  that  if  the  patient  can  be 
kept  alivw,  and  free  from  serious  local  lesion,  for  a 
aaflicient  time,  the  system  will  shake  of  the  load  of 
poison  by  which  it  is  oppressed. 

2nd.  Id  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  brain  in  fatal 
cases  of  tewtr,  from  which  ample  proof  has  been 
i)btained  that  there  is  no  necessary  connection  what- 
ever between  the  symptoms  presented  during  life,  and 
the  morbid  appearances  discovered  after  death.  I 
hafe  examined  the  head  in  several  cases,  and  one 
since  I  have  been  physician  to  the  United  Hospital,  in 
this  town,  when  death  has  taken  place  by  way  of  coma 
supervening  on  the  continued  fever,  without  being  able 
to  discover  any  cerebral  lesion  at  all  proportionate  to 
the  symptoms,  not  anything  more  decided  than  slight 
sub-arachnoid  effusion  and  perhaps,  a  drachm  of  fluid 
in  the  lateral  rentricles.  Dr.  Alison,  M.  Andral, 
and  Dr.  Graves,  have  placed  on  record  abundant 
evidence  of  the  inability  of  morbid,  anatomy,  to  explain 
the  canae  of  head-symptoms  in  continued  ferer.  The 
MoiHag  case  ib  point  is  from  Dr.  Graves's  "  Clinical 


Medicine" :— He  says,  "  He  was  a  young  man  of  robust 
habit  and  apparently  good  constitution,  and  laboured 
under  the  ordinary  form  of  maculated  typhus.  Shortly 
after  his  admission  he  was  attacked  with  delirium,  which 
was  jK)on  after  followed  by  coma  and  death.  Now, 
auppose  you  were  called  to  see  a  patient,  not  labour- 
ing under  typhus,  but  exhibiting  a  similar  train  of 
symptoms, — that  is  to  say,  violent  delirium,  accom- 
panied by  flushing  of  the  face,  suffusion  of  the  eyes, 
headache,  and  a  tendency  to  get  out  of  bed, — in  fact, 
a  stateof  furious  excitement,  requiring  the  restraint  of 
the  strait  waistcoat,  what  idea  would  you  be  likely 
to  form  of  the  condition  of  the  brain  ?  If  a  patient  of 
this  kind  had  no  typhoid  symptoms,  yon  would  cer- 
tainly say  that  he  was  labouringunder  meningitis  or  cere- 
britis;  and  if  the  case  proves  fatal,  you  would  naturally 
expect  to  find  lesions  of  the  brain  folly  sufficient  to 
account  for  all  his  symptoms.  And  you  would  in  all 
probability  find  extensive  thickening  of  the  membranes 
of  the  brain,  with  sub-arachnoid  effusion,  or  you  would 
discover  softening,  increase4  rascularity,  and  suppura- 
tion of  the  encephalic  mass.  But  here,  a  man  in 
fever  exhibits  all  the  symptoms  of  cerebral  inflammation; 
the  cerebral  affection  runs  on  to  a  fatal  terminatioa 
with  great  rapidity;  he  dies  comatose.  And  what  do 
we  find  on  dissection  ?  Doubtful  signs  of  congestion, 
and  no  distinct  evidence  of  inflammation  ;  a  slight 
opacity  of  the  arachnoid  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  and 
about  a  tea-spoonful  of  clear  sub-arachnoid  effusion." 
He  then  says, "  This  seems  to  prove  that  in  the  production 
of  cerebral  symptoms  in  typhus,  some  cause  not  to  be 
recognised  by  the  production  of  cerebral  lesions,  or  in 
other  words,  something  besides  mere  congestion  or 
inflammation  exists.*'  And  this  brings  us  back  to  our 
starting  point— namely,  that  this  *'  something,"  which 
is  neither  inflammation  nor  congestion,  is  the  effect  of 
the  poison  of  fever  on  the  blood,  rendering  that  fluid  unfit 
for  the  support  of  the  healthy  functions  of  the  brain. 

It  may  be  asked,  why,  in  an  attempt  to  fix  on  the 
blood  as  the  starting  point  in  fever,  has  no  analysis*  of 
that  fluid  been  submitted  ?  The  answer  to  this  question 
is,  simply,  that  no  analysis  has  yet  been  made  which 
has  thrown  any  light  on  the  matter,  that  is  to  say,  the 
specific  poison  on  which  fever  seems  to  depend  has 
never  been  isolated.  But  this  need  not  in  the  least 
surprise  us,  for  there  may  be  and  doubtless  are»  many 
things  in  the  blood  which  chemistry  is  Jinable  to 
isolate,— urea  for  example.  No  chemist  has  yet 
succeeded  in  finding  urea  in  healthy  blood,  yet  if  the 
function  of  the  kidneys  be  arrested  for  a  time,  the 
presence  of  urea  in  the  blood  is  easily  demonstrated, 
showing  that  it  does  exist  in  healthy  blood,  although 
we  are  not  able  to  find  it.  So  again  as  regards  sugar 
in  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients.  It  was  long  before 
chemists  succeeded  in  demonstrating  the  presence  of 
sugar  under  such  circumstances,  and  when  this  was 
done,  it  was  by  taking  advanuge  of  a  well  known 
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property  of  sagar— namely,  fermentation.  So  that  we 
are  not  at  all  joatified  «n  setting  aside  the  evidence 
draern  from  other  sources,  on  the  plea  that  organic 
chemistry  has  not  succeeded  in  placing  this  poison 
before  our  eyes,  for  we  must  keep  in  mind,  that  what- 
ever this  poison  may  be,  it  is  a  matter  with  whose 
physical  properties  and  chemical  affinities  we  are 
wholly  unacquainted,  and  that  the  only  knowledge 
we  possess  concerning  it,  has  been  derived  from  a 
study  of  its  effects  on  the  living  human  body. 


CASE   OF   PARTIAL   AMPUTATION   OF  THE 

RIGHT  FOOT. 

By  JoHK  WicKCNa  Wsbt,  L.A.C,  M.R.C.S.,  &c. 

Andrew  Cobb,  aged  25,  by  occupation  a  farmer,  met 
with  a  severe  accident  to  his  right  foot,  August  20tb, 
1846.  He  had  been  engaged  with  his  labourers  at  a 
thrashing  machine,  and  his  attention  being  suddenly 
attracted  by  one  of  hisiehildren  approaching  too  near, 
he  was  put  off  his  guard,  and  caught  his  foot  in  the 
macbiuery.  It  produced  extensive  laceration  of  the 
soft  parts,  and  a  comminuted  fractnre  of  all  the 
phalanges  of  the  toes  excepting  the  little  one,  which 
was  left  entire.  The  roeutarsal  bones  of  the  second 
and  third  toes  were  also  fractured.  The  phalanges  of 
the  great  and  fourth  toes  were  left  in  the  machine,  and 
those  of  the  third  merely  hung  by  integuments.  The 
bleeding  at  the  time  of  the  accident  was  considerable, 
but  was  timely  arrested  by  a  professional  friend,  who 
visited  him  in  my  <ibsence. 

On  my  arrival  at  his  house  about  an  hour  afterwards, 
I  found  that  the  foot  was  merely  bound  up  in  a  hand- 
kerchief, by  the  desire  of  the  poor  man,  who  waa 
anxious  for  me  to  see  him  before  an  operation  was  per- 
formed. There  had  been  no  farther  hemorrhage,  the 
i^i^>7>  (popliteal,)  being  well  secured  by  the  tourni- 
quet. On  examination  of  the  parts  I  found  it  quite 
impossible  to  save  any  of  the  toes,  I  therefore  deter- 
mined, in  consultation  with  Dr.  Crabb,  to  perform 
partial  amputation  of  the  foot;  and  as  the  soft  parts 
beyond  the  toes  were  not  much  injured,  I  resolved  to 
amputate  as  near  to  the  seat  of  injury  as  possible,  in 
order  to  retain  for  the  poor  fellow  a  useful  limb.  I 
commenced  my  incision  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot, 
carrying  it  through  the  integuments  in  an  oblique 
direction  ronnd  the  sole,  thus  securing  a  good  flap.  I 
then  divided  the  tendons  and  other  soft  parts,  and 
sawed  through  the  centre  of  the  metatarsal  bones. 
Hie  arteriea  were  with  aome  difficulty  secured, 
especially  the  internal  plantar  ;  the  outer  being  larger 
was  more  easily  tied.  The  integuments  were  then 
brought  in  apposition,  and  retained  by  two  ligatures,  and 
the  parU  dressed  with  plaster  and  bandage.  The  man 
bore  the  operation  remarkably  well,  and  lost  but  little 
blood.  Forty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  opium  were 
given  him  shortly  after,  and  I  left  him  for  the  night. 

21st.  Visited  him  this  morning,  and  found  he  had 
paased  a  restless  night,  and  complained  the  bandage 
wu  too  tight,  and  the  stump  painful.    I  slackened  the 


bandage,  and  ordered  cold  water  to  be  applied  fte- 
qnently.    Pulae  96;  tongue  white. 

Miat.  Salinse,  os.  tss.,  quartis  horis.  Haost.  Semw 
stattm. 

22nd.  Has  been  more  tranquil  since  yesterday,  and 
got  some  sleep  at  intervals  during  the  night.  No 
hssmorrhage;  b^^wels  open;  less  feverish;  pulse  90; 
tongue  white. 

23rd.  Going  on  favourably,  but  the  stump  smells 
offensive,  and  is  stiff  and  uncomfortable. 

25th.  At  my  visit  this  morning  I  removed  the  dres- 
sings, anc^ound  that  partial  adhesion  had  taken  place; 
the  stump  discharged  a  thin  fluid,  but  looked  pretty 
healthy.  I  dressed  the  parts  with  soap-cerate  plaster 
and  bandage.  Bowels  open;  pulse  96.  To  continue 
his  medicine. 

27th,  On  removing  the  bandage  I  found  considersble 
diachaige,  very  offensive  and  thick,  and  evident  appear* 
ance  of  granulations.  I  ordered  a  bread  poultice  to  be 
applied  night  and  morning. 

29th.  The  poultices  have  been  continued  since  my 
last  visit,  and  there  is  much  improvement  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  parts,  which  are  disposed  to  granulate 
freely.    The  ligatures  are  come  away. 

November  2nd.  I  omitted  the  poulticea  this  morning* 
the  parts  looking  so  thoroughly  healthy,  and  the 
granulationa  so  exuberant,  that  I  commenced  applying 
caustic  and  dry  lint^  with  straps  of  soap-plaster  over. 

3rd.  The  parts  look  healthy,  and  inclined  to  heal. 

I  continued  the  same  treatment  for  three  weeks,  by 
which  time  the  f  tump  was  completely  healed,  and  the 
man  was  enabled,  by  the  assistance  of  crutches,  to 
get  about. 

December  12tb.  I  visited  him  this  morning  and 
found  he  was  able  to  put  on  an  easy  shoe,  and  oould 
walk  tolerably  well  with  a  stick. 

I  would  remark*  that  I  consider  it  far  preferahlct  in 
all  caaea  were  it  is  possible,  to  amputate  the  foot  at  the 
centre  of  the  metatarsal  booea  than  to  remove  it  at  the 
articulation  of  those  bonea  with  the  tarsal.  The 
opening  of  joint%  however  small,  is  always  attended  by 
conaiderable  irritation,  and  increaaea  the  aufferings  of 
the  patient. 

Poole,  Deeember  26, 1846. 


SofltiitAl  lEUpott0. 


WEST   NORFOLK  AND    LYNN   HOSPITAL. 


COMPUCATED    SURGICAL    CASES    AND 
OPERATIONS. 

By  CHaUBB  Cotton,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  dec  ' 

(OonHmtBd  from  pag9  611,  ^lati  Fotaie.) 

st&anguat9d  rbknia  in  thb  inovinal  canal*  ' 

(two  days.) 
William  Wicks,  farm-Ubourer,  aged  26,  admitted  at 
10  p.m.,  October  27th,  1844.  Sutes  that  whilst 
unloading  a  cart^of  earth  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
a  lump  came  down,  which  he  was  anable  to  return.  He 
haa  been  sick  ever  since,  and  the  bowels  have  not  acted. 
The  surgeon  who  saw  him  having  failed  in  the  oat  of 
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tbe  tazia,  sent  him  to  the  Hospital,  a  distance  of  thir- 
teen mOes.  There  is  a  hard  tense  tumour,  the  size  of 
*^  ^Sf »  >B  t^^  left  inguinal  canal,  scarcelj  protruding 
through  the  external  ring;  the  testicle  cannot  be  felt 
on  the  leftside ;  the  countenance  anxious;  pulse  sharp 
and  quick;  frequent  sterooraceous  Tomiting;  com- 
plains much  of  pain  in  the  belly  and  around  Uie  swel- 
ling. Hie  taxis,  warm  bath,  and  bleeding  proving 
ineifectiial,  and  a  tdbacco  enema,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Dr.  Wayte,  having  been  thrown  up  withqut  avail,  it 
vss  determined  in  consultation  that  an  operation  should 
at  once  be  performed.  The  tumour  was  freely  cut 
down  upon  throughout  its  whole  length  by  Mr.  Cotton, 
and  its  tendinous  and  fascial  coverings  divided,  and  the 
sac,  dark  and  glistening,  having  the  appearance  of 
intestine,  exposed;  on  opening  Which  about  two  or 
three  ounces  of  venous-looking  blood  burst  forth  from 
the  wound.  The  strangulated  contents  proved  to  be 
chiefly  omentum,  much  congested,  and  discoloured, 
with  a  knuckle  of  intestine  situated  high  op  at  the 
internal  ring,  the  seat  of  stricture.  A  blunt-pointed 
bistoury,  carried  flatly  upon  the  finger,  and  afterwards 
turned  upwards  and  outwards,  relieved  the  stricture. 
The  intestine  was  immediately  returned,  and  the  omen- 
tnm  readily  followed.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
brought  together  by  two  sutures,  and  a  compress 
was  applied.  The  patient  ezperieiiced  immediate  relief. 

28th,  1  p.m.  Pulse  78,  soft  and  quiet ;  no  pain  nor 
sickness;  bowels  have  not  been  moved.  Haust. 
Magnes.  Carb.^  Sodas  Mnriatis,  vtrq.  coch.  minim, 
com  Syr.  Papav.,  dr.  ss.  ex  aqua  statim. 

9  p.m.  Complains  of  a  desire  for  stool ;  tongue  clean ; 
skin  moist  and  warm;  pulse  84  ;  no  peritoneal  tension 
or  tenderness.  The  injection  of  a  castor  oil,  salt,  and 
warm-water  enema,  in  a  few  minutes  brought  away  a 
large  quantity  of  faces  and  several  scybala.  To  have 
panada  diet,  and  a  pill,  with  Opii,  gr.  i}.,  et  Calom., 
gr. }.,  statim. 

*i9th,  10.  a.m.  FlEused  a  tolerable  aight,  though 
occasionally  griped;  had  a  sparing  fecnlent  notion; 
there  is  a  little  pain  and  tenderaess  in  the  region  of 
the  wound,  and  the  scrotum  is  csdematonB and  swollen; 
the  pulse  is  quickened,  96,  In  every  other  respect  he 
is  quite  comfortable.  Let  him  have  one-drachm  doses 
of  sulphate  of  magnesia  in  simple  water  ever^  hour. 

9  p.m.  Bowels  moved  well  three  times;  pulse  86, 
soft  and  compressible.  Omitt.  Magn.  Sulph.  Rept.  PU. 
CaK  et  Opii. 

30th,  10  a.m.  Felt  the  wound  nneasy  during  the 
nighty  and  slept  disturbedly,  owing  to  frightful  dreams. 
Is  comfortable  this  morning.  Bowels  have  not  again 
acted;  tongue  covered  with  a  creamy  for-  Haust.  Magn. 
Sulph.,  dr.  as.,  ex  Aquas  Puras  oi.  j.a  qnartis  horis. 
Sutures  removed ;  wound  dressed  with  simple-cerate, 
and  covered  over  with  a  linseed  poultice. 

5  p.m.  Has  an  inclination  to  pass  water,  but  cannot 
make  any.  Catheter  introdaced^  and  sixteen  ounces 
drawn  off. 

3lst,  Z  a.m«  Complains  of  colic  pains  in  the  abdo- 
men; eructations   of    flatus;   nausea,   and   general' 
uneasiness;  bowels  moved  three  times.    A  morplune 
draoght  was  given  by  the  house  surgeon,  and  not 
fomentations  ordered  to  be  applied. 


10  a.m.  Twenty  ounces  of  urine  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter.  On  remoring  the  poultice  a  dark  sanidos 
fluid  issued  from  the  wound.  I^et  him  have  egg  pud- 
ding,  or  good  broth.    Rept.  haust.  si  opus  sit. 

November  1st.  Wound  continues  to  discharge  a  dark 
offensive  fluid.  A  large  slough  came  away  this 
morning,  pronounced  to  be  the  glam  iettis.  Give  a 
more  generous  diet  and  porter. 

2nd,  2  a.m.  Pain  in  the  epigastrium ;  has  vomited 
much  bilious-like  matter ;  the  bowels  have  acted  once* 
Morphine  draught  and  fomentations  to  be,repeated. 

10  a.m.  Pulse  72>  weak;  tongue  furred;  the  wound 
discharges  less  and  looks  better.  Give  egg  emulsion 
and  farinaceous  diet,  with  a  little  brandy  or  wine,  but 
do  not  overload  the  stomach.  R.  Quinse  Sulph.,  gr.  ].; 
Acid.  Nitric.  Dilut.  m.  x. ;  Syr.  Aurantii,  dr.  j. ; 
Magnes.,  dr.  ss. ;  Aq.  Cinnam.,  oz.  iss.  M.  Fiat  haust. 
omni  tertia  bora  sumendus. 

4th.  In  every  respect  improved.  Mutton  chop  and 
half-pint  of  porter.  Perg.  in  usu  mist,  ter  in  die  tantum. 

17ch.  Health  good;  bowels  act  daily;  the  wound 
slowly  healing.  .Touoh  with  Sulph.  Cupri. 

Dec.  Ist.  Dress  the  wound  with  Unguentum  Resinse. 
A  hernia  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  inguinal  canal 
of  the  right  side. 

21st.  The  wound  being  sufiiciently  healed,  let  him 
have  a  double  truss  and  be  discharged.    Cured. 

STBANGULATBD  FEMORAL  HXaNIA,  (FOUR  DATS.) 

Sophia  Linay,  aged  37,  of  weak  and  delicate  consti* 
tution,  and  the  mother  of  eight  children,  admitted 
four  p.m..  May  28th,  states  that  the  swelling  in  the 
groin  first  appeared  four  days  ago,  during  a  harassing 
attack  of  diarrhcea,  since  which  time  she  has  suffered 
much  pain,  been  frequently  sick,  and  the  bowels  could 
not  be  moved ;  feels  now  pretty  easy.  She  had  been 
under  medical  treatment  from  the  commencement  of 
the  attack  without  relief.  On  her  admission,  Mr* 
Whiting,  in  the  absence  of  the  surgeon  of  the  week, 
applied  the  taxis,  and  again  at  eight  p.m.,  and  intro- 
duced  0*Beime's  tube.  No  urgent  symptoms  being 
present  the  case  was  left  till  Mr.  Cotton's  arrival. 

10.  p.m.  The  patient  feeling  easy  and  disposed  to 
sleep,  said  to  be  from  the  influence  of  opium  given  her 
previously  to  entering  the  hospital,  a  superficial  ex- 
amination only  of  a  small  diffused,  firm,  and  unyielding 
tumour,  receiving  no  impulse  on  coughing,  situated  in 
the  right  groin,  and  covered  by  a  skin  of  a  dusky-red 
colour,  was  made  by  Mr.  Cotton,  who  expressed  a 
doubt  whether  it  might  not  be  an  enlarged  gland 
swollen  and  inflamed  from  handling,  and  ordered  a 
linseed  poultice. 

29tb,  10  a.m.  Has  slept  during  the  night,  and  t^en 
some  bread  and  milk  for  breakfast  this  morning.  Has 
not  felt  pain  nor  been  sick.  The  countenance  is  pallid 
and  pinched ;  pulse  110,  small ;  the  belly  is  uneven  and 
full,  but  not  tender,  and  there  is  frequent  borborygmus  ; 
flinches  from  pressure  upon  and  around  the  swelling; 
bowels  still  obstinate.  Consultation  held.  Applioen- 
tur  tumori  Hirud.  vii].,  et  posteafotus  calidus.  When 
the  bleeding  ceases,  apply  pouldces  smeared  with 
Extr.'  Belladonns.  01.  Ricini,  oz.  j.  statim  et  poat 
horas  ij.  rept. 
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9.  p.m.  Much  the  same  as  in  the  morning,  but 
■eems  weaker.  An  enema  of  croton  oil  and  grael 
thrown  up, — ^retumed  unaccompanied  by  foecal  matter. 
Sumat  Calom,  gr.  r.,  Opii  Extr.,  gr.  iss.  bora  somni.  ' 

30th»  11  a.m.  Contnltation.  Had  vomited  very 
oifensire  atercoraceous  matter  this  morning.  The 
countenance  is  pale  and  anxious,  breathing  quickened, 
•peaks  in  a  whisper.  It  being  decided  that  the  patient 
should  have  the  chance  of  an  operation,  Mr.  Cotton, 
by  an  incision  through  the  skin  and  agglutinated 
asd  infiltrated  corerings  of  the  swellling,  laid  bare 
the  sac,  on  opening  which,  at  the  bottom,  a  small 
quantity  of  dark  bloody  fluid  escaped,  and  a  knuckle 
of  black  gangrenous  Intestine,  the  size  of  a  walnut, 
was  found  attached  nearly  throughout  by  firm  adhe- 
■ions  to  the  sac.  These  being  carefully  separated 
and  the  crural  ring  divided  upwards  and  inwards 
by  a  blunt-ended  bistoury  guarded  by  the  finger, 
the  protruded  bowel,  after  a  short  deliberation,  was 
gently  returned  within  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
]Mitient  complained  of  considerable  pain,  commenced 
straining,  and  the  bowel  was  almost  immediately 
forced  back  into  the  sac,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fluid  feculent  matter  escaped  from  a  small  aperture 
vhere  it  had  given  way.  Tlie  poor  woman  was  placed 
in  bed,  in  a  position  most  likely  to  favour  the  discharge, 
vhich  continued  up  to  half-past  three  p.m.,  when  she 
sank  exhausted. 

31st.  The  poit'fMriem  examination  shewed  feeble 
adhesion  of  two  or  three  convolutions  and  disten- 
sioa  of  the  bowels,  and  considerable  effusion  into 
the  peritoneal  cavity,  having  a  feculent  odour.  The 
Btriptured  part  proved  to  be  about  two-thirds  of 
the  tube  of  the  ileum,  which  was  lying  loosely 
in  the  sac,  black  and  gangrenous.  The  distinct  ring 
of  strangulation  was  marked  by  the  peritoneal  coat  of 
the  bowel  alone  remaining,  through  which  a  small 
rent  bad  taken  place,  and  the  ring  was  found  notched 
tyro  or  three  lines  deep  upwards  and  inwards,  and  the 
peritoneum  around  dark  and  congested. 

STaANaVLATVD    IKOUINO-8CROTAI.    HSaNIA, 
(SBYXN  DATS.) 

William  Diver,  a  sailor,  admitted  November  4th,  at 
half-past  9  p.m.  Has  always  had  a  rupture  on  the 
right  side,  which  he  could  partly  return,  until  seven 
days  ago,  when  it  came  down  whilst  doing  duty  at  sea, 
aince  which  he  has  had  constant  pain  ^nd  sickness, 
and  could  not  effect  its  reduction.  The  bowels  had 
been  unmoved.  During  the  last  twenty-four  hours  he 
has  been  under  the  care  of  a  medical  gentlenian  in  the 
town,  who  kindly  attended  and  explained  the  treatment 
which  he  had  pursued.  He  had  also  taken  medicine 
from  the  medical  chest  of  the  vessel.  The  belly  is 
swollen  and  tender;  the  pulse  small  and  weak  ;  vomiting 
Btercoraceous.  There  is  a  large  swelling  in  the  right 
groin,  extending  into  the  scrotum,  receiving  no  impulse 
from  coughing.  Venesectio  ad  uncias  xvj. ;  hot  bath, 
and  taxis,  applied  without  avail. 

Half-past  11  p.m.  It  being,  in  consultation  with  Dr. 
Wayte  and  Dr.  De  Mierre,  considered  right  that  the 
Operation  should  be  immediately  performed,  Mr. 
CaBoOi  in  the  presence  also  of  Messrs.  Aliinson,  Hale, 


Smythe,  and  Rackham,  proceeded  to  lay  bare  the  sac, 
by  a  free  incision  in  the  mesial  line  of  the  tumour, 
commencing  high  up,  at  its  neck,  and  continuing  it 
barely  to  the  upper  part  of  the  scrotum.  The  seat  of 
stricture  was  found  at  the  internal  ring,  and  divided  by 
a  blunt-ended  bistoury,  directed  by  the  finger.  About 
eighteen  inches  of  intestine,  exceedingly  dark  and 
chocolate-looking,  were  carefully  drawn  out  of  the 
scrotal  cavity,  and  returned  within  the  abdomen. 
Some  blood  escaped  from  the  sac.  The  edges  of  <he 
wound  were  brought  together  by  sutures,  and  a  com- 
press and  bandage  applied.  The  man  expressed 
himself  as  much  relieved  by  the  operation. 

5th,  10  a.m.  Passed  a  restless  night,  and  was 
extremely  prostrate.  Vomited  very  offe naive  sterco- 
raceous  matter  this  morning  at  five  o'clock.  The  pulse 
is  weak,  and  small,  120 ;  tongue  brown ;  belly  distended 
and  tender;  no  stool.  O'Beirne's  tube  passed  up  its 
full  length,  and  an  enema  through  it,  which  brought 
away  a  few  rectal  scybala;  the  patient  got  out  to  the 
night  chair,  but  ineffectually.  He  gradually  became 
more  and  more  exhausted,  and  died  at  eight  o'clock  p.m. 

6th.  Post'morimm  examiaataon.  Partiai  and  ieebie 
agglutinatioQ  of  the  convoiutionst  and  much  flatulent 
distension  of  the  bowels ;  the  peritoneum  dark  and  infil- 
trated about  tlie  seat  of  stricturs ;  no  effusion  into  its 
cavity.  Upwards  of  twenty  inches  of  ilemn  was  found, 
of  a  dark- violet  colour,  penrioua  to  air  and  fttces^  a 
ring-like  contraction  marked  the  poi|^t  of  atrangulation ; 
the  small  bowel,  as  far  as  to  the  c»cum»  waa  dark  and 
congested.  A  portion  of  omentum,  connected  by  a 
narrow  neck  to  tliat  of  the  belly,  and  aurrounded  by 
the  cord,  was  found  in  the  scrotal  sac,  much  con- 
gested, and  adherent  to  an  enormous  varicocele,  which 
had  almost  obliterated  the  structure  of  the  testicle  by 
its  pressure.  Beneath  the  eapsnle  of  the  left  kidney 
several  small  bydatid-like  vesicles,  filled  with  dark 
serum,  were  found. 

The  examination  shewed  that  strangulation  had  been 
sufficiently  long  to  destroy  the  vitality  of  the  intes- 
tines, and  that  the  costiveness  depended  not  on  the 
bowel  being  imperrious,  but  on  death  having  destrayed 
its  functions. 

The  above  are  the  only  operations  for  strangulated 
rupture  which  have  taken  place  since  the  opening  of 
the  hospital,  in  1835.  It  would  be  trite  and  common 
place  to  remark  upon  the  propriety  of  early  operatton 
in  the  event  of  failure  of  the  uxis  after  the  warm  bath 
and  full  bleeding ;  the  rule  I  believe  is  almost  invariable. 
Nevertheless,  anomalous  and  masked  cases,  as  many 
publications  attest,  may  occur,  and  mar  the  intentions 
of  the  surgeon.  A  too  precipitate  resort  to  the  knife» 
however,  should  equally  be  guarded  against.  In  a  cas# 
of  scrotal  rupture,  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  strangu- 
lation, which  had  obstinately  resisted  the  bath,  bleeding, 
and  the  taxis,  I  was  about  to  opeAte,  when  the  sise  of 
the  protrusion,  and  the  strength  of  the  patient  (a  hale 
robust  man,]  induced  me  again  to  place  hins  in  the 
l^ath,  and  bleed  to  faintness,  and  to  use  gentle  but  con- 
tinued manipulation.  Fortunately,  my  perseverance  was 
rewarded ;  the  gut  returned  within  the  belly,  the  man 
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ezperieaced  tniteiit  eue»  and  recovered  without  a 
siflf Je  oncomfortable  ajioptoiD. 

la  aDotber  caae,  an  oat-patient  of  mine,  (Pamment,) 
one  U  incarcerated  acrotal  bemia,  with  serere  colicky 
symptoms  and  sickness,  which  had  resisted  the  taxis, 
Ac.,  occofring  at  night,  mmediateiy  after  Diver*8  caae, 
tad  oader  the  care  of  the.boose-sorgeon,  I  was  agree- 
ably surprised  to  learn  that  after  the  administration  of 
an  anodyne  dnioght  the  patient  feU  asleep  for  some 
hours,  and  that  the  gnt  receded  almost  spontaneously 
OD  Ml  awaking. 

No  k>ng  time  ago  a  medical  friend  in  the  coantry 
requested  me  to  bring  my  hernia  instmments  and 
operate  upon  a  atrangnlated  femoral  rupture  of 
three  days*  standing.  On  my  arrival  I  found  the 
pideut  pallid,  anxious,  and  TomitiDg ;  the  belly  full 
sod  tender,  and  an  oral  tumour,  somewhat  doubling 
orer  Poupart's  ligament,  existing  in  the  left  groin. 
Before  operating  I  despairingly  placed  the  woman  topsy 
tnrry,  her  head  upon  the  floor,  and  the  nates  resting 
GO  the  edge  of  of  the  bedstead,  with  the  thighs  cloaed, 
and  drawn  op  towards  the  belly,  and  applied  gentle 
prtsnire.  In  about  a  minute  a  commencing  decrease 
of  the  tweUing  waspereeired  and  the  got  speedily  after- 
wards reeeded  within  the  abdomen.  The  patient  got 
will  witboat  a  bad  symptom.  A  like  happy  occurrence 
happened  aBderaomeyhat  similar  circumstances  a  few 
yeais  ago  is  a  caae  under  tbe  care  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
WalUngloa,  Dr.  Wayte,  and  myself. 

Lynn,  Dtctnber  26, 1846. 

(Th  he  amtmued,) 
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CUNICAL  REPORTS  OP  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OP  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESa 

By  PiTBB  HiNCKEs  BiRD,  onc  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

« 

{Omimud  frvm  page  17.) 

Ca«b  xvin. 

VBaXOflTITlfl. 

Mary  Anne  Harris,  aged  22,  senrant,  admitted  May 
16th,  1846.  She  states  that  last  Christmas  she  first 
perceived  a  pain  in  the  right  leg,  which  has  gradually 
got  worse  erer  since ;  had  enjoyed  pretty  good  health 
prcviooaly ;  is  not  aware  that  she  erer  received  a  blow 
OB  the  part ;  thinks  that  exposure  to  cold  caused  it ; 
it  rather  subject  to  cough;  has  never  had  rfaaomatism 
aor  aloeimted  sore  throat,  nor  blotches  on  the  skin,  nor 
Mdes;  bad  leediea  appKad.  before  she  entered  the 
Ihoepital,  without  permanent  benefit. 

Prteml  Siofe.— Complaiaa  of  pain,  described  as 
sharp,  shootings  in  the  upper  third  of  the  right  tibia; 
tltt  pain  is  incfeased  on  pvessure,  is  worse  towards 
Bight  and  in  wet  weather ;  the  pain  extends  slightly 
all  down  the  bone,  but  is  fixed  in  one  spot,  which  may  be 
covered  by  half*a^rowtt ;  the  integument  covering  this 
ipot  is  not  so  moveable  as  it  should  be ;  the  skin  feels 
Tathcr  hot;  tongue  coated;  bowels  confined;  pulse 


feeble;  does  not  sleep  well  at  night ;  perspires  a  good 
deal  in  the  night;  no  cough.  R.  Pil.  Calom.  Co.  ij. 
bora  somni  sumend. 

18th.  Bowels  open ;  feels  rather  better.  R.  Hydrarg. 
Chlor.,  gr.  iv.;  Confect.,  q  s.  Fiat.  Pil.  ij.,  bora 
somni  sumend.    Hab.  Empl.  Lyttas,  parti  aifectSB. 

20th.  Slept  better  last  night;  not  in  so  much  pain; 
blister  rose  well;  bowels  open. 

27th.  Pain  not  so  bad  in  the  morning,  bat  much 
worse  at  night;  thinas  the  pain  is  slightly  lessened 
since  the  application  of  the  blister;  tongue  clean; 
bowels  open;  health  much  improved.  The  part  to 
which  the  blister  was  applied  is  quite  healed.  Ordered 
to  have  another  blister  applied. 

June  2nd.  The  blister  rose  well,  and  afforded  con* 
siderable  relief  to  the  pain ;  sleeps  better. 

10th.  Blister  has  quite  healed.  Ordered  to  rub  in 
frequently  the  followiog  ointment :— R.  Ung.  Potass, 
lodid.  saepe  adhibend. 

I4tb.  Much  the  same  as  at  last  report;  still  com- 
plains of  paiD,  but  the  pain  is  more  circumscribed* 
Rep.  Emp.  Lyttae. 

26th.  Blister  healed.  Has  applied  the  ointment 
since  with  benefit. 

July  Ist  Complains  still  of  slight  pain.  Rep.  Emp. 
Lytta. 

6th.  Blister  quite  healed;  pain  nearly  gone.  Ordered 
to  continue  the  use  of  the  ointment. 
20th.  Discharged  cured. 

Cask  XIX. 

psaiosTXTie; 

Joseph  Marks,  aged  54,  travelling  optician,  admitted 
into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Cox,  on  the  18th,  of  April  1846.  He  suSs  that 
about  twelve  years  ago,  he  first  felt  a  pain  in  the  left 
leg,  accompanied  with  slight  swelling;  is  not  aware 
that  he  ever  received  a  blow  on  the  part;  had  an 
attack  of  syphilis  about  sixteen  years  ago;  has  never 
had  it  since ;  he  took  medicine  for  it  which  he  believed 
contained  mercury,  as  it  made  his  month  s^re;  he 
suffered  shipwreck  about  six  yeara  ago  off  Boulogne. 
He  statea  that  he  has  been  under  medical  treatment  at 
various  times  without  receiving  any  permanent  benefit. 
About  three  months  ago  he  took  medicines,  which 
made  his  gums  sore.  From  the  nature  of  his  occupation 
he  has  been  much  exposed  to  the  changes  of  the 
weather. 

Pretext  8taie*'~^Ue  complains  of  much  pain  down 
the  left  tibia;  pain  described  as  sharp,  shooting,  is 
exacerbated  towards  night ;  the  pain  is  diffinsed  over  the 
whole  shaft  of  the  tibia;  the  bone  feels  enlarged,  uneveuy 
and  elevated  in  various  places ;  the  pain  is  increased 
on  pressure,  and  by  the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes; 
the  skin  covering  the  bone  feels  rather  hot,  and  is 
described  as  being  "  eore ;"  it  is  covered  by  desqua- 
mations  of  the  cuticle ;  the  skin  does  not  appear  to  be 
so  moveable  over  the  bone  as  that  of  the  other  leg  ; 
he  can  walk  well  without  much  uneasiness;  pulse 
rather  slow  and  small;  tongue  slightly  coated;  boweli 
open  ;  sleeps  but  little ;  is  prevented  from  doing  so 
by  the  pain  which  feels  like  fire. 

R.  Pil.  Hydrarg.  Chlor.,  gr.  x.,  alt.  nocte  snmend. 
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R.  Sol.  Miigii.  Carb.,  (Palmeii,)  dr.  its  ;  omoi  mane. 
R.  Uog.  Pot.  lodid.,  OS.  j.,  nocte  maneque  infricaod. 

2l8t.  Slept  well,  last  night;  complains  of  the  pain 
which  is  very  intense  at  night.    Continue  medicine. 

26th.  Sleep  occasionally  disturbed|by  the  pain;  skin 
aot  so  sore;  the  bone  appears  to  be  smaller.. Continue 
medicine. 

30th.  Sleeps  much  better  after  the  pill  which  he 
takes  at  night;  the  pain  prevents  him  from  sleeping 
on  the  night  when  hi  does  not  uke  the  pill;  the 
integument  not  so  sore ;  general  health  improved ;  the 
bone  is  decreased  in  sixe. 

May  2nd.  The  pain  is  very  intense  at  times  in  the 
night,  espedally  when  he  is  warm  in  bed ;  in  other 
retpects  he  is  better.    Coatinne  medicine. 

6tb.  The  integument  covering  the  bone  is  not  so 
lender;  he  sleeps  pretty  soundly  at  times;  the  aise 
of  the  bones  appears  rather  less. 

9th.  Better,  except  in  damp  weatlier,  when  the  pain 
is  much  more  severe;  it  rained  last  niglit,  and  the 
pain  was  intense;  the  bone  appears  smaller;  the 
integument  is  not  so  tender.  Has  taken  a  walk  in  the 
hospital  garden.  .  . 

16th.  Much  the  same;  the  pain  is  very  severe  at 
times. 

22nd.  Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  very 
damp,  and  he  has  suffered  severely  from  the  "hot  fiery 
pain,"  being  obliged  to  throw  all  the  clothes  off  the 
limb;  last  night,  however,  he  slept  pretty  soundly. 
The  integument  is  not  painful  on  pressure. 

24th.  Was  in  very  great  pain  last  night,  entirely  pre- 
venting sleep;  the  integument  covering  the  bone  is 
hot  and  riband  considerably  swelled ;  tongue  rather 
ooated ;  pulse  92.  Omit  the  ointment.  Apply  six 
leeches  to  the  limb, 

2rth.  The  leeches  bled  freely  and  afforded  relief; 
the  integument  is  not  so  hot  nor  painful  on  pressure ; 
the  -pain,  however,  is  not  much  relieved. 

Jane  '6th.  Rather  better ;  the  warm  weather  we  have 
had^lately  agrees  with  his  complaint.  Ordered  to  use 
fonoiQitations,  and  to  have  a  flahnel  bandage  applied. 

20th,  Much  the  same;  the  pain  is  perhaps  a  littte 
easier. 

July  3rd.  About  the  same;  the  pain,  however,  is 
not  improved. 

S^h.  Rather  better;  wishes  to  go  home.  Discharged 
flelieved. 

True  syphilitic  periostitis,  (Case  19,^  is  more  in- 
dolent in  its  progress  than  non-syphilitic  periostitis 
(Case  18,)  and  the  pain  is  always  more  severe  at  night 
than  in  the  day,  and  is  also  increased  in  intensity 
during  the  damp  weather.  The  pain  in  the  non- 
lyphilitic  periostitis  is  not  so  intense  as  in  the  syphilitic 
▼ariety.  It  Is  particularly  disposed  to  occur  on  the 
central  portions  of  the  long  cylindrical  bones,  and  on 
tach  parts  of  the  bones  as  are  not  covered  by  any 
great  thickness  of  soft  parts.  In  the  two  preceding 
cases  the  front  surface  of  the  tibia  was  the  seat  of  this 
diaease.  Simple  periostitis  is  most  likely  to  be  mis- 
taken for  venereal  perioatitis;  but  aimple  periostitis 


arises  suddenly,  and  frequently  disappears  ia  a  short 
time,  without  the  use  of  mercury ;  and  it  appears  to 
have  more  of  the  in6ammatory  character  about  it  thas 
usually  belongs  to  the  venereal  variety.  The  best  plan 
in  all  donbtfal  cases  is  to  enquire  particularly  into 
the  history  of  the  case.  We  should  consider  the  other 
symptoms  which  have  previoiisly  existed,  the  order  in 
which  they  have  occurred,  and  the  effect  of  any  tveat- 
ment  that  has  been  tried ;  and  we  must  draw  our  con- 
clusion by  connecting  the  present  symptoms  with  all 
the  other  information  that  can  be  collected.  In  case 
18,  no  trace  of  the  usual  secondary  symptoms,  nor 
indeed  of  any  syphilitic  taint  could  be  discovered,  on  the 
most  careful  inquiry;  while  in  Case  19,  the  patient 
had  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  some  time  since. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  this  disease  is  rarely 
produced  in  syphilis  unless  the  patient  has  been  using 
mercury.  The  late  Dr.  Hennen,  a  man  of  great 
observation  and  extensive  experience,  affirms  that  he 
had  never  seen  more  than  two  cases  of  nodes  in  patients 
who  had  aot  taken  mercury.  It  ia  indeed  a  fact  that 
we  seldom  meet  with  persons  who  have  periosteal 
swellings  unless  they  have  been  taking  mercury;  the 
patient,  (Case  19,)  bad  taken  it  for  its  core ;  it  wouM 
therefore  seem,  as  if  the  action  of  mercury  and  the 
influence  of  syphilis  together,  had  %abare  in  bringing 
on  theae  osseons  swtlUngs,  for  patients  will  take  con- 
siderable quantitiea  of  mereory,  and  for  an  immense 
length  of  time,  aa  in  tiver-compUints  for  instance, 
without  nodes  being  ever  produced. 

In  the  treatment  of  venereal  nodes.  Dr.  Colies  lool^ 
to  the  operation  of  mercury  for  the  final  cure ;  hot  he 
observes,  that  until  the  mercury  acts  upon  the  system, 
the  part  should  be  repeatedly  blistered ;  but  speiking, 
however,  of  those  nodes  which  are  sometimes  excited  by 
the  injudicious  use  of  mercury,  or  by  the  irregularities 
of  the  patient,  (of  which  the  Case  19  1  believe  to  be 
an  instance,)  which  are  more  frequently  seated  in  the 
tibia,  and  in  which  pain  is  more  widely  spread  along 
the  limb  than  in  cases  of  purely  syphilitic  nodes,  he 
says,— '*  patients  under  such  circnmstancea  are  aot 
fit  snfajecu  for  the  use  of  mereory. 

Bhsters,  and  the  repeated  application  of  the  Uoguea- 
tnm  I\>tassii  lodidi  have  been  recommended  in  these 
cases ;  but  in  the  preceding  case  they  proved  of  very  little 
use.  Large  doses  of  the  Iodide  of  Potassium  adminis- 
tered internally,  and  incision  down  to  the  affected  bone, 
have  aonMtimes  proved  effectual  in  these  cases.  I(^ 
Case  19,  however,  the  disease  seems  to  have  got  such 
a  hold  on  the  bone,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it 
will  ever  be  cured  without  the  removal  of  tb^  IjiOD, 
which  was  indeed  proposed  at  some  of  the  hospitals, 
after  unsuccessful  attempts  to  cure  him ;  it  was  also 
proposed  to  the  patient  at  this  hospital,  but  to  this 
the  patient  would  not  consent* 

{To  be  eotUinuid,) 
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Three  reform  measures  have  been  lately 
aosottoccd  for  the  ceasideration  'of  the  Govem- 
BMiit  and  the  Legislature,— Mr.  Wakley's  new 
Registration  Bill,  the  Memorial  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  to  the  Home  Secretary 
for  an  amended  Charier,  and  a  Memorial  from 
the  National  Institute  of  Medicine,  Surgery, 
and  Midwifery,  also  addressed  to  the  Home 
Secretary,  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  for 
the  Genera]  Practitioners.  Whatever  views 
may  be  Uken  of  any  or  all  of  these  documents, 
it  does  not  admit  of  question  that  the  objecU 
nought  to  be  obtained  are  of  the  highest 
importance,  and,  that  coming  as  they  do, 
sanctioned  with  much  consideraiien  on  the 
part  of  (hose  from  whom  they  emanate,  and 
4lcsigned«  as  we  believe  they  are,  with  singleness 
«f  purpose,  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  or  of  large 
and  influential  bodies  of  the  profession,  they 
are  severally  entitled  to  a  calm  and  unbiassed 
examination. 

We  say  they  are  entitled  to  a  calm  and  un- 
4>iassed  examination,  irrespective  of  prejudice 
snd  party  consideration,  and  we  can  conceive 
nothing  more  opposed  to  good  feeling,— nothing 
more  detrimental  to  the  ultimate  interests  of 
the  medical  profession,  than  a  haaty  rejection  of, 
-or  the  manifestation  of  a  spirit  of  undue  hostility 
to,  any  one  of  these  measures. 

Mr.  Waklejr's  Bill  Is  in  some  respects  a  mani- 
fest improvement  on  his  measure  of  the  iMt 
Session  of  Parliament.  It  has  evidently  been 
Ctf  efnlly  revised,  and,  as  we  think  will  be  iuiowed 
by  all,  is  well  calculated  for  effecting  thepfomi- 
Mil  object  which  it  has  it^  view,  of  marki^  at 
4mee  by  a  broad  line  of  distinction  the  genuine 
medical  practitioner  from  the  ignorant  and 
unqualified  pretender.  Still  the  additional  clauses 
will  require  to  be  carefully  examined,  and  the 
beaxing  of  the  whole  measure  on  the  future 
prospects  of  a  more  comprehensive  system  of 
reform  duly  estimated,  before  it  can  receive  the 
^pport  of  the  profession  or  the  sanction  of 
the  legislature.  We  shall  not  endeavour  to 
prophecy  the  results  of  this  examination,  but 
ooBtent  ourselves  with  expressing  our  belief, 
that,  with  some  further  modification  in  what  may 
be  termed  the  accessory  details,  the  measure 
will  be  found  highly  advantageous,  and  we  would 
commend  it  therefore  to  the  can<!flii  considera. 
tion  of  our  readers.  Every  medical  man  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  interested  in  a  measure 
which  not  only  marks  his  itcUus  in  the  profession 


and  his  claims  as  a  qualifed  practitioner,  but 
extends  to  him  the  privilege  of  practising 
throughout  the  entire  equpire;  and  provides  also 
more  clearly  than  has  hitherto  been  done,  for 
the  recognition  of  certain  rights  of  exemption 
from  public  service,  and  other  gey ral  privileges, 
which  ought  to  be  secured  without  the  power  of 
question,  to  every  genuine  medical  practitioner, 
whatever  may  be  his  grade  or  denomination. 

The  Memorial  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
for  an  amended  Charter  has  for  its  objects  the 
removal  and  prevention  of  certain  abuses  which 
are  at  present,  or  have  lately  been,  dominant  in 
that  body — the  annihilation  of  certain  exclusive 
privileges  conferred  by  Act  of  Parliament  very 
inconsistent  with  the  well-being  of  the  College— 
the  extension  of  its  powers  over  the  whole  of 
England — the  admission  on  liberal  terms  of  all 
existing  physicians,  graduates  of  British  Uni- 
versities, who  may  not  already  be  possessed  of 
its  licence— -and  the  power  of  confering  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  on  those,  who, 
though  not  having  enjoyed  in  early  life  the 
advantages  of  a  collegiate  education,  may  be 
found  on  due  examination,  possessed  of  sound 
practical  knowledge,  and  every  way  fitted  to  be 
admitted  into  the  College.     We  commend  this 
memorial  especially  to  the  consideration  of  pro- 
vincial physicians,  whom  it  most  concerns;  but 
it  is  evidently  fur  the  benefit  of  medical  science, 
as  well  as  for  the  honour  of  this  branch  of  the 
profession,  that  the  anomalies  and  restrictions 
at  present  existing  should  be  removed ;  and  that 
while  provision  is  made  for  the  reception  within 
the  walls  of  the  college  of  every  competent 
physician,  some  check  should  be  placed  on  the 
very  Indiscriminate  manner  in  which,  by  the 
admission  of  some  persons  of  doubtful  qualifi- 
cation, and  very  questionable  moral  character, 
the  licence  of  the  College  has  lost  much  in 
the  estimation  of  the  profession. 

The  Memorial  of  the  National  Institute  has 
mainly  for  its  object  the  obtaining  of  a  Charter 
of  Incorporation  for  a  large  and  influential  class 
of  the  professsion,  who,  in  consequence  of  the 
hurried  and  secret  manner  in  which  the  existing 
Charter  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  was  obtained 
by  the  Council,  and  forced  upon  the  members 
of  the  College,  have  found  themselves  placed  in 
a  false  position,  as  well  as  greatly  aggrieved. 
Whether  this  or  any  other  mode  of  remedying 
the  act  of  injustice  which  has  been  perpetrated, 
and  of  giving  to  the  general  practitioner  that 
stcUits  in  the  profession  which  he  enjoys  in  the 
estimation  of  the  public  and  of  his  professional 
brethren  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no  question 
that  the  qualification  for  the  practice  of  Medicine, 
Surgery  and  Obstetrics,  which  the  generrt  ^ac- 
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titioner  requires,  ought  to  be  obtainable  without 
the  necessity  of  passing  before  so  many  different 
examining  boards,  and  paying  so  many  different 
inauguration  fees.  It  is,  moreover,  but  just  and 
equitable,  that  the  expressed  wishes  of  so  large 
a  proportion  of  thU  branch  of  the  profession  as 
the  National  Insmute  embodies  should  receive 
unbiassed  consideration!  and  if  found  con- 
sistent with  a  due  regard  to  their  own  advan- 
tage and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
should  at  once  be  acceded  to.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstance no  general  measure  of  reform  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  general  practiti- 
oners can  be  implicated  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  a  distinct  recognition  of  this  body 
as  constituting  an  independent  branch  of  the 
profession. 


I'rinary  Depoum,  their  Diagno$i$,  Paihoiogy^  and 
Tkerapeniical  IndkaUmu.  By  QoiiJ>zifO  Bjri>,A.M;> 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phytidans,  &e.,  &o.  Second  Edition.  London. 
1846.    Post  8vo.,  pp.  356*. 

Tbe  meriu  of  Dr.  Goldlng  Bird*i  treatise  on  *<  Uri- 
nary Deposits,'*  are  well  known  to  the  profesiion,  and 
this  early  call  for  a  second  edition  is  in  itself  an  eri. 
deuce  of  the  work  being  justly  appreciated.    It  may 
be  we]],  however,  to  state,  that  although  tbe  short  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  tbe  pablication  of  the  former 
edition,  precludes  the  idea  of  any  change  in  tbe  plan  of 
the  work,  or  any  extensive  additions  to  its  contents, 
tbe  later  researches  on  tbe  urine  have  been  incorporated 
with  the  text    Among  these  we  find  the  following 
notice  of  a   new   nitrogenised  body,  discovaied  by 
Peitankofer,  which,  as  Dt.  Bird  obeervei,  moat  bo 
jogarded  as  playing  a  very  important  part  in   the 
physiology  of  the  kidneys  :^ 

"When  an  alcoholic  soloUoa  of  the  extract  of 
orine,  previously  neutralized  by  a  little  carbonate  of 
•odaj  is  mixed  with  a  spirituous  solution  of  chloride  of 
zinc,  an  amorphous  precipitate  falls,  followed  by  tbe 
slow  deposition  of  minute  crystals  of  a  combination  of 
chloride  with  this  new  body.  Drain  the  whole  on  a 
filter,  and  pour  on  some  boiling  water,  in  which  the 
cryttale  dissolve,  and  may  be  obtained,  by  evaporation, 
in  yellowish  quadrangular  crystals,  not  very  unlike 
lactate  of  zinc,  for  which  they  have  been  hitherto  mis. 
taken.  On  adding  barytic  water  to  a  solution  of  these 
crystals,  oxide  of  zinc  and  colouring  matters  are  pre- 
cipiuted,  whilst  chloride  of  barium,  with  the  new  body, 
remain  in  solution.  The  solution  being  evaporated  to 
dryness,  is  dejected  in  alcohol, acidulated  with  sulphuric 
acid,  by  which  baryta  is  separated  as  a  sulphate ;  and 
any  excess  of  acid  being  got  rid  of  by  agitation  with 
oxide  of  lead,  tbe  filtered  fluid,  by  evaporation,  leaves 
crystals  of  the  new  substance  in  a  pure  form. 


**  This  body  is  neutral,  has  a  bitter,  pangont,  saltish 
taste,  and  readily  soluble  in  water  and  aloobol.  Heated 
on  platinnm  foil,  it  melu  and  bums  slowly,  evolving  an 
odour  of  urine  and  ammonia.  Chloride  of  zinc  preci- 
pitates it  from  iU  watery  solution.  It  contains  54.02 
per  cent,  of  nitrogen,  and  is  said  to  exist  in  the  pro- 
portion of  five  grains  in  1000  of  urine,  exceeding  one- 
third  tbe  weight  of  urea!** 

The  formula  of  this  new  body  is  said  by  Dr.  Bird  to 
differ  "  only  in  the  proportions  of  the  elemenu  of  water 
from  that  of  uramil/'— a  body  which  it  is  staled,"  may 
be  regarded  as  uric  acid,  in  which  the  elfimenls  of 
urea  are  replaced  by  those  of  ammonia  and  water.** 
This  is,  however,  rather  a  loose  mode  of  expressing 
the  affinities  of  the  two  compounds.  It  might  possibly 
be  inferred  from  tbe  passage  as  it  sunds,  that  the 
main  difference  between  uramil  and  the  new  body, 
was  from  the  presence  of  oxygen  and  hydrogen  In  the 
proportions  necessary  to  form  water,  whereas  a  com- 
parisonof  the  formulas  for  each  shows  a  wide  distinction. 

C.      N.        H.        O. 
Uramil    .    .    .    .    8    +  3    +    6    +    6 
New  Body    .    .    .    8    +    3    +    8    +    3 

The  approach  to  alloxan,  an  artificial  result  of  tba 
oxidaUon  of  uric  acid  is  more  evident   An  addiUon  of 
eight  atoms  of  oxygon  to  Pstlenkoftr's  formula  being 
the  equivalent  to  one  atom  of  alloxan  united  with  «■• 
atom  of  ammonia  and  on©  of  water,  and  rendering 
probable  Dr.  Biid^s  suggestion  that  the  new  body  may 
be  a  transition  between  uric  acid  and  urea.    Wo  would 
however,  observe,  that  tbe  speoulallons  connected  with 
the  formation  and  solution  of  tbeto  problems,  and  of  the 
composition  of  many  other  organic  quateraaiy  ooip. 
pounds,  however  ingenious   and    eapdvaUng  to   the 
imagination,  must  be  received  with  some  degree  of  hesi- 
tation. Many  of  the  analytical  proeesste  are  dilBcalt  oS 
execution,  and  the  discnpanoies  In  the  methods  pur- 
sued  and  resahs  obtained  by  different  experimentalisU,. 
render  the  valneof  these  atomic  symbols,  by  nomeans  so 
mathematically  precise  as  the  algebraical  appoaranefr 
of  the  formoliB  might  lead  us  to  anticipate. 

In  giving  an  account  of  cyanourine,  a  deposit  of  a 
dark  blue,  inodorous  and  tastless  powder,  first  discovered 
by  BracoBOOt,  and  since  noticed  by  Spaugenberg  and 
others.  Dr.  Bird  refera  to  a.  modification  of  blue 
colouring  matter,  recently  described  by  Dr.  Sefaasidt^aa 
occasionally  occurring  in  the  urine  of  patienta  under 
hydropathic  treatment,  at  Grafenbeig. 

*<  The  deposit  consisted  of  ovoid  globules,  about  one* 
third  tbe  size  of  a  blood-corpuscle,  and  of  a  fine  blue 
colour.  It  was  partially  soluble  in  hot  ether  and 
alcohol,  forming  blue  solutions.  Neitber  dilute  sul- 
phuric acid  nor  ammonia  acted  on  it  Oxalic  add  dis- 
solved it,  formii^  a  blue  solution.  Potass,  aided  by 
heat,  destroyed  its  colour.  No  ortc  acid  could  bo 
detected." 

Dr.  Bird  soggesU  that  these  blue  pIgmenU  may  arise* 
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AoM  KHoe  elMDge  in  a  protein  «oBpoand  $  Mid  instance 

the  faet»  that  •nmmen  when  boiled  with  hydrochloric 

add  forme  a  bloieh  eointion.    They  differ  from  indigo 

■and  Pnusian-bloe,  both  of  which  are  oocaiionally  foand 

in  nnne,  by  characters  snlRciently  roarlced.     May  not 

the  pigment  obeerved  in  the  nrine  of  Grftfenberg  patients 

iwsome  form  of  altered  blood-corpasclef  The  continoed 

Iransmisrion  and  transudation  of  large  qaantities  of 

aqoeous  flaid  through  the  blood-Tossels  and  tissues  can 

•acarcely  take  place  without  the  blood-corpuscles  being 

•acted  on,  as  indeed  the  peculiar  sodden  aniemiated 

appearance  of  some  of  the  Water-drinkers  at  hydro- 

paihic  establishments  would  seem  to  shew.    The  ques- 

tion  is  one  deserting  of  further  inteitigation,  and 

may  probably  lead  to  curious  results. 

In  the  former  edition  the  opinion  as  to  the  Arequent 
occurrence  of  oxalate  of  lime  in  the  nrine  was  adTanced, 
theaothor  stating,  as  the  result  of  his  own  experience, 
"  that  the  qjcoIuU  it  of  for  more  frequent  occurrence  in 
the  urine  than  the  deposita  of  earthly  phosphates. 
This  statement  has  been  since  confirmed  by  the  oxperi- 
«nce  of  prorfncial  practitioners.  Dr.  Shearman,  of 
Boiherbam^  states,  and  as  Dr.  Bird  believes  correctly, 
-**  that  next  to  the  urates  small  quantities  of  oxalate  of 
Ume  are  most  frequently  met  with  in  the  urine.  Our 
readers  will  rememberyin  connection  with  this  subject, 
the  mtereaitog  obsartaUona  on  the  influence  of  the 
Yfanbarb  plant  In  producing  ozalnria,  published  in  the 
last  volmne  of  tbia  Joomal  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Ranooro, 
^ad  Mr»  Bartnun,  of  Bath. 

The  ^iaeovary  of  cystine  in  the  urine  of  chlorotic 
girls  is  nn  Addition  to  our  knowledge  of  this  peculiar 
deposit,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  research  of 
Dr.  Shearman,  of  Botherham;  and  which,  taken  in 
-connection  with  the  probable  deficiency  of  oxidation 
-existiog  in  chlorosis  is,  as  Dr.  Bird  obserTes,  a  very 
intevsatiog  oironmstance.  In  a  oonununication  addressed 
to  Dr.  Bird*  tba  following  partlcolara  are  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Shannaan  :-^ 

**  Soma  nrine  passed  by  a  chlorotic  girl,  after  being 
nixad  with  ammonia,  and  set  aside  in  a  white  phial, 
-avolred  in  a  few  days  sufilcient  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
to  stain  the  glasa  black*  When  fresh*,  tlie  urine  had  a 
^ery  peculiar  odour,  and  deposited  a  white  sediment 
unaffected  by  acetic  or  hydrochloric  acid,  but  soluble  in 
ammonia.  The  solution  left  by  evaporation  afaC'Sided 
famine,  which  in  all  their  miorosoopical  and  optical 
propettiaa  rsaembled  cyatine.  Two  specimens  of 
•wina  exhibiting  these  characters  were  passed  by  two 
Bisters ;  a  third  was  obtained  from  a  girl  belonging  to 
another  family." 

A  ease  was  communicated  by  tbo  same  intelligent 
physician  in  this  Journal,  in  which  living  animalcules 
were  found  in  the  homan  urine.  Dr.  Bird,  in  noticing 
the  oocarrenees  of  vibriones  in  the  urine,  makes  the 
following  remarks :—  A 

"  Minuta  animalcules,  belonging  to  the  genus  vibrio 
^V  Lineola  ?,)  are  occasionally  developed  in  urine,  so 


soon  after  passing,  as  to  lead  to  the  idea  that  their 
germs  must  have  existed  in  the  urine  whilst  in  the 
bladder.  All  the  urine  in  which  I  have  found  these 
minute  creatures  has  been  pale,  neutral,  of  low  specific 
gravity,'and  rapidly  underwent  the  putrefactive  fermen- 
tation. 

"  I  have  only  met  with  these  animalcules  in  the  urine 
of  persons  in  an  excessively  low  and  depressed  state. 
In  cases  of  syphilitic  cachexia,  where  the  prostration  of 
the  strength  is  extreme,  and  in  mesentaric  diseases,  I 
have  repeatedly  found  them  abundantly  developed  with 
remarkable  rapidity.  They  appeared  in  great  abund- 
ance in  the  urine  of  a  patient  under  my  care  in  Guy's 
Hospital  during  the  past  summer.  The  subject  of  this 
case  was  a  most  miserable-looking  young  man,  who 
entered  the  hospital  half  starved,  and  labouring  under 
polydypsia,  passing  a  very  large  quantity  of  nrine  of 
low  specific  gravity.  He  died  of  rapid  phthisis.  In  a  few 
weeks  the  urine  became  full  of  vibriones  in  active 
motion  a  few  hours  after  being  passed.*' 

The  animalcules  observed  by  Dr.  Shearman,  were 
probably  of  the  same  description,  but  contrary  ta  Dr. 
Bird's  opinion,  must  have  been  generated  in  the  niine 
previous  to  ita  evacuation  from  the  bladder,  as  Dr. 
Shearman  "taw  the  patient  pass  some  urine  into  a 
perfeetltf  dear  gfa$t  jar,**  which  he  **  immediatefy  ex- 
aminedf**  Jtnd  discovered  the  animalcules  **  enjoying 
themselves  very  briskly."  Those  in  some  nrine  passed 
in  the  evening,  which  speedily  became  alkaline  died. 
Other  specimens  of  urine  remained  the  same  as  when 
passed  t^r  several  days,  and  in  these  the  animalcnl* 
continued  alive  and  active.  The  patient  was  a  pale 
scrofulous-looking  man,  emaciated  and  feeble,  and 
probably  phthisical.  In  a  patient  whose  case  is  reported 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  StaUard,  of  Leicester,  in  a  subsequent 
number  of  the  Journal  *'  the  animalculse  were  present 
in  uriae  directly  obtained  from  the  bladder,  and  died 
when  decomposition  had  fairly  set  in."  This  patient 
was  also  greatly  emaciated  and  laboured  under  chronio 
disease  of  long  standing. 

We  cannot  but  recommend  the  study  of  Dr.  Golding 
Bird's  work  to  all  who  are  called  upon  to  be  familiar 
with  the  important  subjeoU  of  which  it  treau,  in  short,  to 
every  medical  practitioner,  but  before  concluding  this 
notice  we  would  direct  attention  to  the  laws  laid  down 
under  the  head  of  therapeutical  considerations.  They 
will  be  found  in  both  editions,  but  they  cannot  be  too 
strongly  impressed  on  the  practical  physician,  nor  too 
prominently  kept  in  his  recollection. 

**  Law  1st.  All  therapeutical  agents  intended  to  reach 
the  kidneys  most  either  be  in  solution  when  adminis- 
tered,  or  capable  of  being  dissolved  in  the  fluids  con- 
tained in  the  stomach  or  small  inte&tineB,  after  being 
swallowed." 

*^Law  2nd.  Bodies  intended  to  reach  the  kidneys 

must,  to  ensure  their  absorption,  have  their  solutions  so 

diluted  as  to  be  of  considerably  lower  density  than 

^either  the  liquor  suAgainis  or  serum   of   blood   (i.e., 

below  1.028.)" 
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**  Lmw  drd.  If  a  rafBcient  qawititj  of  wftter  cannot 
be  receiTed  into  the  small  intestines,  or  the  cfrcnit 
tbrongh  the  portal  system  in  the  rena  cava  ascendens, 
or  tfaenoe  through  the  longs  and  heart  into  the  systemic 
eircalation,  he  obstmoted,  or  if  there  be  ezcessife  dis- 
organization of  the  Icidnejs,  the  dne  secretion  of  urine 
cannot  be  effected." 

This  last  proposition  is  dedoced  in  an  admirable 
paper  b?  Dr.  O.  H,  Barlo^,  pablished  in  the  <*  Gay's 
Hospital  Reports,"  and  is  quoted  from  them  by  Dr. 
Bird.  The  following  conclusions  are  drawn  from  the 
consideration  of  these  principles  :-— 

'*  1.  Whenever  it  is  desirable  to  impregnate  thennne 
with  a  salt,  or  to  excite  diuresis  by  a  saline  combina- 
tion, it  most  be  exhibited  in  solution,  so  dilated  as  to 
contain  less  than  fire  per  cent  of  the  remedy,  or  not 
more  than  about  twenty-fife  grains  in  an  ordinary 
draught  The  absorption  of  the  drug  into  the  capil- 
lanes  will  be  ensured  by  a  copious  draught  of  water,  or 
any  diluent,  immediately  alter  each  dose. 

"3.  When  the  nrine  contains  purporine,  or  pre- 
sents other  evidence  of  portal  obstruction,  the  diuretics 
cr  other  remedies  employed  should  be  preceded  or 
accompanied  by  the  administration  of  mild  merenrials, 
taraxacum,  hydrochlorale  of  ammonia,  or  other 
oboHiic  remedies.  By  these  means,  or  by  local  deple> 
tion,  especially  by  leeches  to  the  anus,  the  portal  ves- 
eels  will  be  unloaded,  and  a  tret  passage  obtained  to 
the  general  circulation. 

"  3.  In  cases  of  valvular  or  other  obstructions  existing 
in  the  heart  and  large  vessels,  it  is  next  to  nseless  to 
endeavour  to  excite  diuretic  action,  or  appeal  to  the 
kidneys  by  remedies  intended  to  be  excreted  by  them. 
The  best  dioretio  will  in  such  cases  be  found  in  what- 
ever tends  to  diminish  the  congested  state  of  the  vas- 
cnlar  system,  and  to  moderate  the  action  of  the  heart, 
as  digiulis,  colchicum,  and  other  sedatives  with  mild 
mercurials." 

BATH  AND  BRISTOL  BRANCH  OF  THE 
PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

Quarterly  Meeting,  Thursday,  December  17th,  1846, 
Mr.  O&MOND  in  the  Chair. 

WARTY  XXC&BBCVWCBS   OV  TBS  XTXLIDg. 

Mr.  Estlin  read  a  short  memoir  upon  tumours, 
resembling  warty  excrescences,  that  grew  upon  the 
eyelids  and  face ;  he  had  been  accustomed  to  desig- 
nate them  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Bristol  Eye 
Dispensary  as  "  Soft  warts."  They  vary  in  size  from 
a  pin*9  head  to  a  small  hazle  nut,  their  base  not  smaller 
than  the  projecting  part,  the  white  tumours  shining 
through  the  skin.  A  minute  aperture  is  observable  in 
them,  from  which  in  the  larger  ones  a  white  substance 
of  the  consistence  of  butter  can  be  pressed  out.  Their 
contents  cannot,  however,  be  thus  entirely  evacuated, 
as  each  excrescence  consists^f  a  cluster  of  minute 
encysted  tumours.     When  occurring  elsewhere  the 


larger  tumour  has  usually  near  it  several  smaller. 
Many  medical  men  are  very  famUiar  with  them  ;  othem 
are  unacquainted  with  them :  they  are  chiefly  seen  at 
Ophthalmic  Institutions.  In  the  last  ten  years,  during 
which  time  20,941  patients  attended  the  Bristol  Eye 
Dispensary,  eighty  cases  of  these  tumours  occurred, 
being  about  eight  in  1100  patients.  The  disease  is 
probably  that  described  by  Mackenzie,  as  "  Albumi- 
nous Tumour  of  the  Eyelids,"  and  unencysted.  The 
contents,  however,  are  proved  by  the  microscope  to  be 
epithelial  cells ;  and  Mr.  Estlin  considers  their  investing 
membrane  irell  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  a  cyst. 
Middlemore  speaks  of  them  as  encysted  tumours* 
arising  from  an  enlargement  of  a  mucous  follicle* 
Guthrie  gives  them  no  particular  name,  but  calls  them 
encysted,  and  describes  the  appropriate  treatment. 
Others  regard  them  as  of  the  nature  of  moihuevm,  the 
third  genus  of  Willan*s  Tnbercnla.  Some  consider 
them  as  infectious.  Mr.  Estlin  is  tnelined  to  this 
opinion,  though  he  disbelieves  the  vulgar  notion  of  the 
infections  character  of  the  ordinary  cutlcalar  warts 
of  children.  They  are  probably  diseased  sebaceous 
follicles. 

Their  treatment  was  the  principal  object  Mr.  Estlin 
bad  in  rieir  in  bringing  this  point  of  minor  surgery 
before  the  meeting.  He  met  with  medical  men  who 
were  teased  by  the  management  of  these  Itttie  tumours, 
and  be  formeriy  was  so  too.  Lunar  caustic,  though 
freely  applied,  will  often  not  get  rid  of  them  for  veeks  ^ 
nor  will  potassa  fuse,  unle«  so  employed  as  to  dcitttiy 
the  whole  external  sofCice  of  skin,  which  is  firmly 
united  to  the  tumour  by  fsiotUar  connection.  This 
plan  is  tedious  and  painf nl.  The  most  ezpeditiout  and 
least  ptinful  method  is  to  slit  them  quite  through  witb 
a  lancet  or  caUract-koife,  pasted  perpendicolariy  to> 
their  bases,  and  then  forcibly  to  sqneese  the  separated 
halves,  with  the  thumb-nails  placed  on  the  sound 
skin,  till  the  contents  are  fairiy  turned  out  of  their 
lodgment ;  the  force  required  to  do  this  will  sometimes 
bruise  the  skin  a  little,  but  in  two  days  the  part  is 
usually  healed.  The  tumours  when  thus  removed  ere 
found  to  be  lobulated,  appearing  like  mfaiistttre  brains. 
If  they  resist  conaidenible  preanre,  the  loocened 
portion  may  be  taken  hold  of  with  forceps,  and  thns^ 
(he  whole  extracted.  This  prsctice  msy  be  employed 
when  the  tumours  have  begun  to  inflame  or  supponte. 
Smaller  onetf  usually  disappear  without  treatment ;. 
their  chief  annoyance  arises  from  the  inflammation 
they  occasion  in  tlie  eye  and  lids.  Children  are  the 
chief  subjects  of  the  aJTection. 

Mr.  Estlin  has  noticed  that  either  the  children  with 
this  malady  bear  pain  with  great  composure,  or  the 
tumours  possess  little  sensibility,  for  it  is  remarkable 
how  little  complaint  is  made,  however  roughly  the 
tumours  are  treated.  Specimens  of  two  tuqwurs 
which  had  been  slit  open  and  expressed  were  exhibited, 
as  well  as  a  drawing  of  their  various  sizes  and 
appearances. 

Dr.  W.  Budd  had  seen  several  cases  of  the  disease,, 
and  had  distinctly  ascertained  its  propagation  by  con* 
tagion.  He  remembered  particularly  the  case  of  a 
nurse,  who,  from  nursing  a  child  sufltsrisg  under  one^ 
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kad  a  crop  of  amUar  tumours  appear  on  her  temple^ 

wbere  thechild  occasiooally  laid  its  head.  She  then  went 

home  and  conveyed  the  disease  thither.    Besides,  it 

was  not  unosual  to  find  them  on  the  necks  of  those 

who  nursed  children  affected  with  them.    Whether 

the  disease  is  a  parasitic  one,  is  a  very  difficult  question. 

The  cells  composing  it  are  larger  than  the  epithelial 

cells,  and  of  such  extreme  tenuity  as  to  break  very 

easily,  bat  be  had  never  been  able  to  dtscover  in  them 

a  nucleus.  The  principle  of  their  contagion  seemed  to  be 

the  transplanting  of  these  cells  from  one  human  being 

to  another,  which  in  its  relation  to  cancerous  deposits 

was  very  interesting.    The  pathological  question  is,— 

Are  they  composed  of  enlarged  epithelium-cells,  or 

of  a  parasitic  nature  ?  He  drew  the  attention  of  the 

members  to  an  excellent  account  of  them  by  Dr. 

Patersooy  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal. 

Fbtbr. 

Dr.  W.  Davies  then  read  a  paper  on  fever.* 

Mr.  Conway  Edwards,  from  observations  of  the 
peculiar  fcetor  and  foul  stete  of  the  secretions,  had  been 
mdnced  with  much  apparent  success,  to  nse  a  solution 
of  chlorine,  which  he  found  corrected  that  state,  though 
he  by  no  means  ascrt(>ed  to  the  chlorine  any  specific 
effects  on  the  virus  of  the  disease. 

Dr.Tunstell  observed  that  the  peculiar  odour  emitted 
in  certain  stages  of  the  disease  was  given  out  through 
the  perspiration. 

Dr.  W.  Budd,  in  his  many  examinations  of  patients 
dead  of  l^ver,  had  not  found  the  appearances  nor 
results  of  inflammation ;  there  was  no  fibrin  in  the 
braia«  nor  inflammatory  exodation  globules.  The 
disease  has  all  the  eharaeteristics  of  a  poison,  transmis- 
sible from  one  individual  to  another,  which  is  often 
exemplified  by  an  effected  individnal  going  into  a  com- 
munity previously  free  of  it,  and  from  that  sin^e 
person  it  rery  frequently  can  be  traced  to  have  spread 
^nder  circumstaocer  often  the  most  marked.  In  those 
cases  characterised  bV  drowsiness,  the  fluid  in  the 
ttvities  of  the  skull  will  be  found  loaded  with  una, 
which  drcumstance  has  a  direct  tnfluenoe  on  the 
treatmeat,  which  should  then  always  be  directed  to 
the  eUmioation  of  die  secretion  of  the  kidneys.  Louis 
and  Chomel  had  tried  chlorine  extensively,  bat  had 
found  it  wholly  useless;  the  first  cases  thus  treated 
were  benefitted,  hot  the  later  derived  no  advantage 
from  it,  80  that  the  result  of  their  whole  observation 
was  that  this  gas  is  of  no  avail. 

IKTAA-VTSmiNV  BBOP8T. 

Mr.  King  then  narrated  a  ease  of  dropsy  occurring 
ia  a  foetos  of  eight  montha.  The  mother  had  borne  six 
chiUren,  bat  did  not  menstruate  between  her  first  and 
her  fifth  pregnancies;  was  '*  unwell"  onoe  when  she 
became  pregnant  with  this  child.  Between  the  fifth 
and  sixth  months  she  became  anasarcous,  and  at  the 
time  of  parturition  her  abdomen  and  lower  extremities 
were  very  large,  tense,  and  hard.  Some  few  days  after 
labour  her  urine  was  not  albuminous.  The  labour 
was  natural  but  the  chUd  did  not  advance,  though  the 
pelvis  was  large,  and   the   head  of  the  cUld  could 
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be  freely  moved  therein.  The  ntems  was  exdted 
to  action  by  two  doses  of  eigot,  and  the  child,  with 
some  difficulty,  caused  by  the  size  of  iu  body,  brought 
down.  At  birth  it  measured  round  the  waist  sixteen 
inches  and  a  half.  The  next  day  the  serum  had  drained 
through  the  skin,  partially  denuded  of  its  cuticle,  and  ■ 
saturated  the  clothes  in  which  it  lay. 

Mr.  Soden  mentioned  a  case  of  hsemorrbage  of  florid 
blood  of  some  hour's  duration,  from  the  ear,  after  the 
removal  of  a  small  polypus,  stopped  by  a  short  applica- 
tion  of  liut  soaked  in  the  tincture  of  matico. 

Mr.  Hetling  gave  the  particulars  and  exhibited  a 
specimen  of  rupture  of  the  uterus. 

MBDULLA&T  RARCOMA   OF  THB   LIVBR. 

Dr.  Cardew  exhibited  a  case  of  medullary  sarcoma 
of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver.  The  man,  aged  60,  was 
admitted  with  a  tumour  in  the  epigastrium.  Two 
months  previously,  while  at  work,  he  was  seized  with  pain 
in  the  epigastrium, — ^which  pain  gradually  increased. 
There  was  no  jaundice  nor  vomiting,  till  a  fortnight 
before  death ;  the  sickness  was  then  controlled  by 
salines,  with  prussie  acid.  On  examination,  the  tumour 
consisted  of  curdy  medoUary  matter,  somewhat  like 
cream,  mixed  with  blood.  There  was  an  ulcerated 
opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  stomach,  and  a  com- 
munication with  the  layers  of  the  mesentery ;  the  gall-^ 
bladder  was  filled  with  healthy  bile;  there  was  a 
mass  of  the  same  disease  beneath  the  pylorus  obstruct- 
ing it;  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  was  unaffected,  so 
that  the  bile  was  eliminated,  explaining  the  absence  of 
jaundice. 

OTARIAM   OI8BA8B. 

Mr.  Norman  narrated  a  singular  case  of  ovarian 
disease.  He  was  called  to  examine  a  lady,  with  all 
the  symptoms  of  ovarian  dropsy.  The  abdomen  waa 
large,  tense,  and  fluctnation  was  most  distinct.  The 
swelling  had  begun  at  the  right  side,  had  lasted  several 
months,  and  much  impeded  respiration.  It  wa» 
decided  in  consultation,  that  tapping  woold  afford 
considerable  relief;  the  trocar  was  passed,  bat  no  fluid 
came ;  and  after  clearing  the  canula,  under  the  idea 
of  some  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  fluid,  it  waa 
withdmwn  without  any  fluid  following  it,  or  any 
aggravation  of  the  symptoms.  She  became  weaker, 
and  after  four  or  five  weeks  died.  On  poit'mortem 
examination,  the  trocar  was  again  passed,  without 
giving  issue  to  any  flaid.  On  opening  the  abdomen^ 
the  cavity  of  the  periloiienm  was  found  fuU  of  a 
gelatinoas  substance  like  gloe,  which  could  be  drawn 
out  in  long  strings,  and  would  not  drop.  This  tenacioua 
fluid  could  with  difficulty  be  removed,  though  a  bucket 
full  was  taken  oot.  There  was  then  founc^  a  cyst  of 
the  right  ovary,  not  capable  of  holding  a  quarter  of  the 
fluid  taken  out.  The  cyst  appeared  to  have  burst, 
then  lessened  in  size,  while  the  secretion  still  went 
on  from  its  lining  membrane  into  t^e  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  causing  the  sense  of  fluctuation. 


Dr.  Blackmore  then  gave  the  particulars  of  a  case 
of  nodulated  onirian  disease.    There  could  be  felt 
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tlHCtt  dktiiiel  ta«t  flnetnatiiiff  nnder  the  hand,  and  the. 
flnld  ooBld  be  peeved  from  one  cyst  into  the  other. 
From  the  redneed  and  weak  state  of  the  patient, 
nothing  but  graduated  preavure  wea  recommended; 
«  after  a  wbil^  e  quart  of  thick  puriform  fluid  waa  at 
•once  diachafged  from  the  vagina;  diachargei  of  such 
matter  lasted  for  aix  weeks,  while  ahe  gradually  re- 
gained her  flesh,  lost  her  night  sweats,  hectic,  &c. ; 
and  on  her  recovery,  it  waa  f^und  that  two  of  the 
cysts  had  disappeared,  and  that  the  smaller  one  alone 
remained. 


SHEFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Seventh  Meeting.— December  23rd,  1846. 

The  Pabsidsnt  (Mr.  Tuatow,)  In  the  Chair. 

MENIROlTtS. 

Mr.  Beckitt  exhibited  the  brain  of  a  man,  aged  37, 
an  ostler,  who  had  laboured  under  epilepsy  during 
the  last  eighteen  years,  and  who  died  of  subacute 
meningitis,  of  one  week's  duration.  The  brain  was 
very  heavy  and  firm ;  there  was  a  cyst  in  the  anterior 
|>art  of  the  left  hemisphere,  and  the  choroid  plexuses 
were  large.  He  was,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
attack,  violently  delirious,  but  effusion  taking  place, 
he  became  comatose  and  died  in  that  state. 

ANKUElSlf  AL  TAEIX. 

Mr.  Thomas  related  the  particulars  of  a  case  ot 
anearismal  Tarix^  at  present  under  his  care  in  the 
Infirmary.  The  man«  aged  25^  was  closing  the  ^  sheep- 
foot  blade*  of  a  common  pocket  knife,  by  pressing  it 
against  his  thigh,  when  it  slipped  and  penetrated  the 
limb,  piercing  the  artery  and  vein  midway  between 
Poupart^s  ligament  and  the  knee.  Profuse  hamorrhage 
occurred,  which  was  stopped  by  carefully  applied 
pressure.  A  few  weeks  after  the  accident,  he  was 
brought  to  the  Infirmary,  at  which  time  the  limb  was 
in  a  very  atonic  condition,  exhibiting  a  number  of 
unhealthy  ulcers.  The  patient's  general  health  was 
aoffering.  There  waa  a  very  loud  continuous  bruit, 
resembling  the  bruU  de  diahle,  (increasing  with  each 
pulsation,)  audible  over  the  cicatrix,  when  the  ear 
was  four  inches  from  the  stethoscope,  and  expending 
along  the  whole  course  of  the  femoral  artery.  By  the 
continued  use  of  pressure,  and  a  generous  diet,  with 
atimulants,  bis  general  health  had  been  much  improved, 
and  the  limb  also,  the  ulcers  having  healed,  but  the 
continuous  bruit  is  still  very  loud. 

A98CSSS  IN   THB  ABDOMVlf. 

Mr.  Thomaa  then  detailed  a  caae  of  ahaoess  of  the 
abdominal  parietes,  which  aimnlaied  distansioQ  of  the 
urinary  bladder,  in  a  boy,  aged  5.  His  health  had 
heen  v^ry  good  natll  about  siztaen  months  ago,  when 
an  abscesa  formed  in  the.  perineum,  which,  on  being 
•opened,  discharged  a  small  quantity  of  •  pus,  and  soon 
healed.  Last  month  he  sniTered  £rom  an  attack  of 
flMasles,  an^  since  then,  a  tumour  lormed  in  the  hypo* 
gastrium$  the  scvotam  beeaaoe  osdematona;  baa  had 
great  pain  about  the  region  of  the  bladder,  and  some 
difficulty  in  passing  urine.  His  medical  attendant 
anspected  tbat  there  might  be  a  calculus.     On  his 


admission  into  the  Infirmary,  he  was  in  very  great  pain, 
and  the  hypogastric  tumour  completely  resembled  a 
distended  bladder.  Mr.  Thomas  finding  an  abscess 
existing  in  the  perineum,  opened  it,  and  evacuated  a 
considerable  quantity  of  purelent  matter,  on  which 
the  hypogastric  tumour  entirely  disappeared,  and  the 
patient  is  now  rapidly  recovering. 

CAHCRUM  ORIS. 

Mr.  Micklethwait  detailed^  the  case  of  a  child,  aged 
5,  who  suffered  from  hooping  cough  and  tubular  bron- 
ohltls,  to  whom  he  gave,  in  the  space  of  ten  days, 
Hydrarg.  cum  Crete.,  dr.  j.  The  month  became  sore, 
without  any  fiow  of  saliva.  The  soreness  became  con- 
fined to  the  left  cheek,  which  soon  presented  the  appear, 
ance  of  cancrum  oris,  which  destroyed  the  cheek* 
opened  the  commissure  of  the  lips,  and  destroyed  the 
gums,  teeth,  and  part  of  the  tongue  of  that  side,  and 
terminated  fatally  in  fivo'days  after  the  appearance  of 
the  gangrene.  The-  child  complained  of  excruciating 
pains  of  the  hands  and  feet,  whieh  directly  after  death 
became  very  black.  It  had  suflered  from  erysipelas 
of  the  same  cheek  three  years  ago,  and  ever  since,  tbat 
side  had  been  less  in  size  than  the  other. 

Mr.  Skinner  mentioned  two  cases  of  cancrum  oris, 
one  of  which  waa  in  a  child  to  whom  be  bad  given 
mercury  for  petioarditis,  and  which  recovered  with  some 
deformity ;  the  other  in  a  child  who  had  measles,  to 
whom  no  mercury  was  given,  which  terminated  fatally. 

[Some  years  ago,  we  had  occasion  to  witnese  the 
occurrence  of  cancrum  oris  in  connection  with  measles. 
Mercury  had  not  been  given  in  the  cases  alluded  to,t 
and  one  of  the  cases  terminated  fatally.    Eo.] 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 
OF  MEDICINE,  SURGERY,  &  MIDWIFERY.  ; 

To  the  Right  Homouuablb  Sia  Gkorob  Grit, 
BaboNBT,  Her  Majeittf*8  Pfincipal  Steniaty  of 
State  for  the  Some  Department,  ^c,  Sfc,  ^ 

The  Memorial  of  the  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and 
Council  of  the  National  Institute  of  MEmciMB, 

Su&GERY,  AND  MlDWIFERT, 

ShbVBTH  :— 

Tbat  year  Memorialists  are  Legally  qualified  Men> 
hers  of  the  Medical  Profession  and  are  General  Prac- 
titionere  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery.  That 
the  National  Institute  is  a  voluntary  Association  of 
General  Practitioners  in  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Mid- 
wifery; that  your  Memortalists  have  been  duly  elected 
the  representative  Council  of  the  National  Institute ; 
and  that  they  represent  the  opinions  of  above  four 
thousand  of  the  General  Praetitioifers  of  England  and 
Wales. 

That  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  are  depart, 
mimts  of  the  same  Profewion;  which  Profession — in  a 
scientiftc  and  educational  point  of  view-*i8  essentially 
one  and  indivisible ;  although,  for  the  oonTenienoe  of 
the  Public,  it  has  for  a  long  time  past  consisted  of  three 
classes,  viz., — Physicians,  practising  Physic  only; 
Surgeons,  professing  to  practise  Surgery  only ;  and  the 
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dm  of  FMetliioiMn  of  whkdi  wot  Jf  eiiiori«Uits  con- 
slitBle  a  kife  pioportton»  pnictiiing  not  only  PbysSc 
tDdStrgeiy,  bot  MidwiDtrjr  ftl«o,-*th«  iMt-meniioned 
Imadi  aot  being  coapriaed  in  tho  fnnge  of  pimetioe 
geocnUj  laderMken  bj  tbo  nemben  of  either  of  the 
two  fotaer  elenet ;  and  that  thia  tripartite  division  of 
the  practiee  of  Medioine  moat  continue  to  exist. 

Thalt  of  every  hundred  Practitioners  in  this  country, 
more  than  ninety  belong  to  the  class  which  your 
Memorialists  represent;  and  that  the  greater  number 
of  the  individaals  constitntiog  this  numerous  class  are 
Legally  and  folly  qualified  as  General  Practitioners, 
by  possessing  a  Licence  to  practise  Medicine,  and  a 
Diploma,  granted  aAcr  an  examination  by  the  College 
of  Sorgfons,  and  qualifying  them  as  Surgeons;  although 
there  are  many  exceptions  to  this  role,  arising  out  of 
the  anomalous  state  of  the  existing  laws  relating  to 
Fbysic  and  Surgery. 

That  the  General  Practitioners  have  ever  been,  and 
itiU  continue,  the  ordinary  professional  attend4nts  of 
Bsoy  members  of  the  aristocracy,  and  of  by  (at  tlie 
greater  proportion  of  the  middle  classes  of  society,  and 
that  they  may  be  considered  exclusively  the  Medical 
Advisen  of  the  labouring  populatioa  of  this  country ; 
Physicians  nod  Pure  Surgeons  acting  as  Consulting 
Practitioners,  and  their  assistance  being  called  for  in 
esses  of  great  emergency  or  d!ifficulty  arising  in  their 
mpective  departments ;  and  that  the  Physician  or  the 
Pare  Surgeon,  or  both,  educated  specially,  and  con- 
Hoiog  their  practice  to  their  respective  departments,  can 
sever  supersede  the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  com- 
petent body  of  Medical  Practitioners  performing  all 
the  fuoetions  of  tlie  present  clasa  of  General  Prao. 
titiooers,  and  educated  to  the  highest  practicable 
itandard  of  qualification  in  the  science  and  art  of 
Medicine  and  Snrgery. 

That,  in  farther  illustntion  of  the  views  of  yoor 
Menorinlisls,  yonr  Menorialista  regard  the  division  of 
Medical  Practice  into  distinct  departments,  as  those  of 
Phydc  and  Snrgery,  presided* over  by  special  Institu- 
tions, and  represented  by  different  individuals,  as  an 
arrsngement  chiefly  adapted  for  densely-populated  and 
wealthy  communillaa,  and  generally  available  by  the 
mb  only  ;  and  that,  even  in  the  Metropolia  and  in  the 
Isrger  lowna,  the  Gemeral  Practitioners  must  always 
conslitate  n  minority  of  the  Profession,  while  in 
Moatry  diatriots,  the  division  of  labonr  here  indieated 
is  totally  impracticable;  and  year  Memorialists  have  a 
tboroogii  convietion  thai  the  well-being  and  comfort  of 
•very  claaa  in  thia  great  oommunity  are  more  or  less 
dependent  upon  the  competency  and  skill  of  this  class 
of  Practitioners ;  and  that  every  defect  in  the  Medical 
Institntions  of  the  country,  or  any  line  of  policy  cal- 
calated  to  retard  the  progressive  improvement  of  the 
General  Practitioners,  or  to  depress  the  standard  of  their 
qualification,  or  to  diminish  their  scientific  and  practical 
atiainmenla,  or  in  any  way  to  lower  their  status  in 
society,  haa  not  ottly  the  efiect  of  deliasing  the  character 
of  the  VtoftmAoa  in  this  oonntry,  and  of  reurding  the 
progress  of  Medical  Science,  but  is  fraught  with  incal- 
culable, direet»  and  eonoecntive  evils  to  society  at  large. 

That,   notwithstanding   these    considerations,   the 


General  Praoiltionera  of  Medicine,  Sniyefy,  and  Mid- 
wifery are  without  a  Iwad  or  home  amongst  the  Institn- 
tions of  this  country,  and  their  position  is  at  preaeni 
most  anomalous.    They  are  acknowledged  as  Prac-  « 
titioners  of  Medicine  alone,  under  the  Apothecariea*^ 
Act,  and  they  b«ee  been  reoogniied  as  Practitioners  of 
Surgery  alone  by  the  College  of  Surgeons:  neither  the 
Soeiety  of  Apothecar^s  nor  the  College  of  Snigeona 
recognixee  them  as  Practitioners   of   Medicine  and 
Surgery—as  one  Profession.  The  College  ofPhyndant^ 
by  its  constitution  and  bye-laws,  can  have  no  sympathy 
wiUi  them,  but  a  direct  interest  in  maintaining  the 
class  in  point  ot  education,  general  and  professional,, 
and  qualification  to  practise  Medicine  at  as  great  a 
distance  from  the  standard  of  that  College  as  possible. 
Since  the  recent  grant  of  a  Charter  to  the  College  of 
Surgeons f  that  College  haa  no  sympathy  with  them, 
but  has  a  direct  interest  in  maintaining  them  in  point 
of  general  and  Professionsl  education  and  qualification 
to  practise  Surgery  at  as  great  a  distance  as  possible 
from  the  standard  of  qualification  adopted  for  the 
fellowship  of  that  College;    and  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons has,  moreover,  rendered  it  totally  impracticable 
for    any    great    proportion    of    them    aa     General 
Practitioners— although  possessing  its  own  Diploma 
as  Surgeons'-*ever  to  become  Fellows  of  the  College. 
The   examinations    instituted   by   the    Jpdheearie^ 
Societff,  and  their    Certificate   relating   only  to  the 
practice   of  Medicine,  obviously   are   inadequate  to 
their  present  requirements;  and  yet,  by  a  singular 
anomaly,  this  Society  is  the  only  body  capable  of  giving 
a  Legal  title  to  practise. 

Thus,  although,  aa  yonr  Memorialists  have  shown, 
the  General  Praetidoners  constllue  an  indispensable 
professional  body,  which  has  been  created  by  the  customs 
and  necessities  of  the  community  at  large,  and  although 
they  have  progressively  increased  In  numbers,  and  may 
now  be  estimated  at  many  thousands,  and  have  rapidly 
advanced  in  scientific  and  professional  acquirements, 
and  are  possessed  of  great  individual  influence,  they 
are  unknown  in  a  collective  capacity ;  and  legislative 
enactments  have  been  attempted  under  the  auspices 
of  special  Institntloi^  representing  particular  seotiona 
of  the  Profession,  having  inlsiiests  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, and  diametrically  opposed  to  those  of  the 
General  Practlttoners,  without  even  ian  allusion  to  their 
existence;  And  your  Memorialists  most  emphatically 
declare,  that  this  anomalous  stale  of  the  Profession 
operates  as  a  diract  infliction  of  the  greataat  evils  upon 
sooie^,  etpeoially  by  the  systematic  eiforts  which  it 
engenden  to  depress  the  atuinments,  the  character, 
and  the  status  of  the  General  Practitioners,  and  by 
arresting  the  progreas  and  preventing  the  difiVision  of 
knowledge  In  the  great  body  of  the  Profession. 

That,  for  these  and  other  conaiderations.  It  haa  for  a 
long  time  peat  been  acknowledged  by  all  parties,  that 
the  laws  aflbcting  the  Medical  Profession  are  most 
defective;  and  yonr  MemorlalisU  having  been  led  to 
hope  that  the  present  Government  may  entertain  the 
question  of  Medical  Reform  during  the  ensuing  Session 
of  Psriiament,  yomr  Memorialists  have  felt  it  their  duty 
respectfully  to' call  the  attention  of  the  Gofernment  to 


so 
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flome  ult  the  more  prominent  dreonalMioei  r«l«ting  to 
the  elate  vhleb  they  repiregent;  und  thejr  hnte  felt 
«tlled  npon  to  do  eo  at  the  present  moment  more 
espeeiaUy,  as  Terions  attemple  hare  been  made  Arom 
time  to  time  to  indnoe  the  Legielatare  to  revise  the 
aaid  Laws;  which  attempts  have  failed,  oving-^socord- 
ing  to  the  belief  of  yoar  Memorialists— to  the  interesta 
of  the  General  Praetitioners,  as  before  recited,  not 
haTiDg  been  daly  recognised,  and  the  Public  welfare, 
as  connected  with  the  effldeney  and  respectability  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  Proflsnion,  having  been  accord* 
ingly  entirely  overlooked. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  yonr  Memorialists,  the  prin- 
ciple objects  of  Legielatfon  in  Medical  aflUrs  are,  to 
promote  the  Pablic  health,  by  seenring  the  edooation 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  penona  for  the  practice  of 
the  Profession  to  meet  the  Medloal  and  Surgical 
exigencies  of  the  oommnnity,  to  ensm  the  advance- 
ment of  Medical  and  Surgical  knowledge  and  its  general 
diffusion  among  all  claeses  of  the  Profession,  and  to 
protect  the  righu  and  privileges  of  the  Public,  and  of 
qualified  Practitioners,  by  rendering  it  penal  fornn- 
qnalified  persons  to  practise. 

That  different  plans  of  Medical  Reform  having  been 
suggested,  but  every  attempt  to  eflbet  si 
having  hitherto  proved  abortive,  and  y 
having  suted  truly  what  they  believe 
chief  cause  of  failure  fn  these  attempi 
ists  do  not  desire,  upon  the  prseent 
to  press  their  own  opinions  upon  the 
to  the  principles,  or  to  enter  into 
measure  of  Medicsl  Reform ;  but  they 
assure  the  Government  that  they  would  moat 
accept  of  a  settlement  of  this  long*agltated  question, 
from  whatever  source  it  may  oosie,  provided  the  interests 
of  the  General  Practitioners  were  duly  regarded  In  aay 
measure  that  may  be  proposed,  that  elBoleDt  Medioal 
and  Surgical  advice  and  attendance  were  eeoured  for 
all  classes  of  the  community  nllke^  «ad  that  proper 
«ncouragement  were  given  to  the  advancement  and 
diffusion  of  Medical  and  Surgleal  knowledge^  At  the 
aame  time,  jour  Memorialists,  aware,  ftwa  their  lotmer 
experience,  of  the  obstaolee  that  jire  Ukely  to  he 
opposed  to  Legislation  on  the  subfaot  of  Medical 
Reform,  feel  it  their  duty  further  to  state  that,  although 
they  would  be  willing  to  accept  aneb  a  modification  of 
either  of  the  existing  Institutions  as  ehonld  make  it 
the  head  and  home  of  the  General  Practitioners^  giving 
the  General  Practitioners  therein  the  meaaa  of  seooring 
a  complete  and  efficient  Medical  and  acientifio  educa- 
tion for  their  own  class,  yet  they  have  a  siMog  oonvio- 
tion  that  the  objecu  of  Medical  Reform  can  only  be 
certainly  atuined  by  the  stablishnient  of  a  New 
College,  distinct  and  different  from  either  of  the  ex» 
istfaag  special  Institutions,  which  shall  Anbraoe'  all 
persons  possessed  of  any  rreogniaed  qualification  or 
license  whatever,  and  in  actual  practiee  as  General 
Practitioners  at  the  time  of  its  fimndation,  and  ahali 
provide  for  the  education  and  qualification  of  all  ito 
future  members ;  and  fnrtlier,  year  Memorialists  cannot 
refrain  from  the  remark,  that  the  founding  of  a  New 
College,  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  present 


age,  is  worthy  the  oonsideratlon  of  a  paternal  Govern, 
ment,  and  of  a  social  reform  Ministry;  and  that  soeb 
a  step  would  develop  the  energies  of  the  Medioal  Pro- 
fession in  a  manner  and  to  an  extent  hitherto  unpre- 
cedented in  this  country,— would  maintain  the  respect- 
ability of  the  great  mass  of  the  Proihssien— would 
promote  the  science  and  art  of  Medicine  and  Surgery; 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  duties  of  the  General  Practitionera 
have  an  intimate  connection  with  every  Legislative 
proceeding  bearing  upon  Public  Hygiene  and  Sanatory 
improvement,  would  be  one  of  the  most  direct  and 
efficient  means  of  ameliorating  and  preventing  those 
social  evils  which  are  acknowledged  to  prevail  to  a 
lamentable  extent  in  this  highly  civilised  community. 

That  your  Memorialisu  therefore  pray  that  no  Bill 
affecting  the  Medical  Profession  may  be  brought  into 
Parliament  which  does  not  recognise  the  General 
Practitioners  as  a  class,  and  provide  for  them  an 
efficient  control  o^w  the  education  of  the  members  of 
that  class,  so  that  they  may  not  only  maintain  the  high 
standard  o{  qualification  which  is  now  adopted,  but 
that,  by  the  cultivation  of  collateral  sciences,  they  may 
promote  the  progressive  Improvement  of  the  class,  and 
thereby  secure  the  true  respectability  of  thcF  great  lK>dy 
titioners  in  this  country,  to  whose  skill  and 
limbs  and  lives  of  the  mau  of  the  popula- 
-tion  are'^ftni^ted. 

alists,  in  conclusion,  have  only  respect 
serious  attention  of  the  Right  Honour- 
y  of  State,  to  the  facts,  opinions,  and 
ntained  In  this  Memorial,  in  full  con&- 
dcha^eejtbtff  matters  of  so  muob  importance  to  the  Pro. 
Stsion  of  Medicine  in  this  country,  and  to  the  Public 
interests,  will  meet  with  due  consideration,  and  reapect. 
folly  to  request  that  an  opportunity  may  be  afforded 
them  of  giving,  as  they  are  prepared  to  give,  the  fullest 
explanation  that  may  be  required  by  a  Deputation 
from  their  body,  or  otherwise,  aa  may  be  meet  con- 
venient. 

(Signed,)    ROBERT  RAINSY  PENNINGTON. 

PreddenL 

Offices,  fwo  ttm :  Hanover  Square  Rooms, 


Cieneral  Vitttwpnt 


PATHOLOGICAL   CHEMISTRY. 

ON  THB   CHAEACTXEB  OF  THB   URINX,    THE   BLOOD, 
AMD  THB  DEOPSICAI*  XFPUS10N8  IN  ALBUMINUEIA. 

Heller  has  recently  published  a  long  memoir  in 
which  he  has  displayed  the  results  of  numerous  re- 
searches relative  to  the  pathological  characters  of  the 
fluids,  in  albuminous  nephritis.  As  this  memoir  gives 
a  very  complete  insight  into  our  knowledge  on  the 
subject,  we  think  the  following  brief  analysis  may  be 
acceptable  to  the  readers  of  the  Prortncio/  Journal. 

1.  CAaraeterM  qf  th$  rTrine.— Tl|e  progress  of  albu- 
minous nephritis  comprises  three  distinct  periods, 
each  of  which  is  characterised  by  particular  modifica- 
tions in  the  urine.  In  the  first  or  period  of  congestion, 
the  secretion  has  a  deep  red  colour,  which  if  due  to 
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the  prewneeof  blood»  or  at  least  to  its  colouring  matters. 
Nevertheless  the  leection  is  ordiDariljr  acid,  excepting 
blood  be  present  in  an  nnosual  quantity.  In  the  second 
or  chronic  stage  of  the  disease,  the  urine  is  more  pale, 
of  astimwcokmr;  while  in  the  third  period,  it  again 
contains  blood,  but  it  is  at  this  time  strongly  alkaline, 
ammoniacal  and  fostid.  The  secretion  of  urine  is 
nesnlly  dtoainished  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
disease,  excepting  in  some  rare  instances  in  the  chronic 
stage,  when  its  quantity  is  augmented. 

In  the  first  period,  the  urine,  which  is  turbid,  and 
high  coloured,  deporils  either  a  whitish  sediment,  or 
a  sediment  which  is  coloured  by  the  mixture  of  blood- 
globoles ;  the  super-natant  liquor  is  at  the  same  time 
clear  and  red.  The  prasence  of  the  perfect  blood- 
globoles  is  not,  however,  in  all  cases,  the  cause  of  the 
deep  colour  of  the  urine ;  it  is  sometimes  due  to  the 
bsmatosin  alone.  The  urine  may  be  acid,  neutral, 
or  aikaUae,  and  its  specific  gravity  is  always  below  par. 
In  the  seoond  period,  in  which  the  urine  is  turbid  but 
clear,  the  deposit  is  of  a  browner  colour;  in  this 
period  the  reaction  is  acid.  Later,  the  urine  is  often 
very  pale,  like  thin  whey,  and  deposits  a  light-coloured 
llocciilent  sediment}  the  urioe  at  this  time  rapidly 
becomes  ammoniacal }  its  specific  gravity  is,  as  before, 
diminaalied.  In  the  latter  periods  the  deposit  is  again 
reddish,  from  admixture  of  blood-globules ;  it  is  some- 
times .  nmmoniaral  at  the  moment  of  excretion,  but 
at  all  events  soon  becomes  so;  the  specific  gravity 
^Jao  rises. 

In  eocsmiaiag  SMcrosoopically  these  various  sedi- 
ments, it  is  psreeived  that  they  are  composed  of  two 
classes  of  mslerinls»  one  comprehending  those  which 
are  normally  and  constantly  present  in  «rinary  depo- 
sits ;  the  second,  those  which  are  accidentally  present 
The  constant  ii^redients  are :— 1.  The  Pavement 
epiikfHitM,  This  epithelium  is  always  found  in  large 
qnsntitTt  especially  at  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease, at  which  time  the  deposit  is  almost  entirely  com- 
powd  of  it*  The  epithelial  cells  are  not,  however,  of  a 
natnml  figure,  being  rather  round  than  oval,  with  very 
dktinct  nuclei.~2.  The  EpUheliwm  (if  the  tube»  of 
JMkm.  This  epithelium  is  generally  small  in  quantity 
at  the  commencement  of  the  malady,  wherein  it  differs 
from  the  former.  It  presents  itself  under  the  form  of 
colourlem  canals,  containing  brownish  nuclei  of  variable 
sise.  Considerable  attention  is  required  to  detect  the 
species  of  epithelium  in  the  urinary  deposit,  as  it  is 
frequently  so  transparent  as  to  elude  observation.— 
3.  Albnminons  flocculi.  {Albumm  pilze.)  These  are 
verydittinct,  especially  when  the  urioe  is  alkaline,  of 
vaiions  shapes  and  sixes,  and  resemble  fragments  of 
pearls.— 4.  Jfamif-f /o&iite.~5.  If^fiammaiory  globuke. 
These  are  found  for  the  most  part  during  the 
stage  of  congestion.— 6.  Fatiy  globules^  Which  exist 
prindpaUy  in  the  chronic  stages  of  the  disease. 

The  aeelisnlal  matters  found  in  the  urine  of  Bright's 
dimsse, «%— I.  OrjfMb  qf  «ne  «ci4,  for  the  most 
part  cokwrisss  smi  of  a  TJiomboid  figure.— 2.  Urate  qf 
lsiwsm'%  wUeh  esiits  principally  in  the  early  stages.-^ 
3.  Prntt  gamaXij  seen  in  the  .early  periods.— 4. 
Cryitili  Hi  wjimwrn,    Thcie  crystals  are  Mldom 


seen  in  the  urine  at  the  time  of  excretion,  but  are 
often  risible  after  it  has  stood  for  some  time.  They 
appear  as  a  crystalline  mass  of  an  indistinct  blue 
colour. — 5.  Crystals  of  ammomaeihmagneeian  phoe^ 
phate, — 6.  Carbonate  q^  ammoma*  Both  these  are 
peculiar  to  the  last  stages. 

The  re-action  of  the  urine  is  almost  always  acid  in 
this  disease,  which  reaction  Heller  thinks  is  sometimes 
doe  to  the  uroxanthin,  as  it  cannot  always  be  accounted 
for  by  the  presence  of  uric  or  hippuric  acid.  The 
effect  of  the  presence  of  blood  in  any  quantity  is  to 
render  the  urine  alkaline.  In  the  latter  stages  the 
alkalinity  Is  due  to  'the  development  of  carbonate  of 
ammonia. 

The  epedjh  prmmty  is  variable.  In  one  instance 
observed  by  Heller,  it  ranged  from  1.006  to  1.048. 
In  order  to  gain  a  oorrect  measure  of  the  specific 
gravity,  the  aUmmen  sheuld  be  first  coagulated  by 
heat  and  afterwards  separated  by  filter. 
I  Among  the  different  substances  contained  in  the 
urine  of  albnminons  nephritis,  there  are  some  which 
require  speeisl  mention,  and  first  of  the  uraxantkhu 
This  snbeianee  presents  itself  in  solution  as  a  yellow 
colouring  matter,  and  existB  in  considerable  quantity, 
changing'  either  immediately  or  more  alowly  to  a  riolet 
colour,  after  the  precipitation  of  albumen  either  by 
heat  or  nitric  aeid.  Albumm  is  another  constant 
ingredient,  bat  varies  greatly  in  quantity ;  sometimes 
it  is  seareely  to  be  recognised,  at  others  the  urine  . 
coagulates  into  a  solid  tremulous  msm.  At  the  close  of 
the  disesie  the  albnmen  often  nearly  disappean.  Urea 
18  always  present  but  ia  diminished  quantity.  The  ealta 
are  Icm  abundaat  than  natural,  not  only  absolutely  but 
relatively. 

2.  Ckaraeiere  qf  CAs  HfeMl.— The  blood  in  this  dis- 
ease loses  its  density  in  a  notable  manner,  in  conse- 
qnenoe  of  the  loss  of  albnmen.  It,  however,  retains 
Its  natnral  appearance  and  coagulates  perfectly.  The 
serum  is  pale  and  of  a  low  specific  gravity.  It  contains 
urea  in  considerable  qnantity^  but  no  biliary  colouring 
matter.  Urn  fibrin  and  globnles  are  not  materially 
changed.  The  chief  alteration  therefore  consists  in  a 
less  of  albamsB  and  the  presence  of  urea ;  the  latter 
condition,  however,  is  not  peculisr  to  the  disease  in 
question,  but  is  observed  also  in  cholera  and  in 
ischuria  renaUi. 

3:  CkmmeUre  <// AeXHrcyiica/  ^foitom.— This  fluid  is 
of  s  pale  yeUov  c<^qr,  alkaline,  and  of  a  low  specific 
gravity*  It  contains  albumen  in  small  quantity,  a 
cirenmstance  which  distinguishes  it  from  the  fluid  of 
other  forms  of  dropty,  in  which,  on  the  contrary, 
albnmen  is  abundantly  present.  It  never  contains 
the  eolonring  matter  of  the  bile.  By  rest  it  deposits  a 
small  quantity  of  fibrin.  It  contains  also  epithelial 
eellSr  and  salts  in  laige  qnantity,  and  more  particularly 
the  chloride  of  sodinm. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  from  the  above  researches, 
tiiat  the  constituents  of  the  nrine,  blood,  and  serous 
efftaeions  In  albnminoos  nephritis  preserve  a  certain 
definite,  lektion..  The  water  which  should  pan  into . 
the  mine  is  fonad  in  the  efl^ons;  the  albumen 
whichis  mlHed  from  the  blood,  is  found  in  the  urine. 
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aad  to  a  somU  lUDoant  in  the  cfftinons;  the  urea 
deficient  in  the  urine  i«  disco? ered  in  the  blood ;  and 
lastly,  the  salts  which  are  absent  from  the  urine  appear 
in  the  dropsical  effusion.  (Arekh.fl^  PhjfiiologJjtmd 
Paiholoff.  Ckinue  tmd  MieroteopU,  1846.  t.  2. 

PATHOLOGY. 

briabt's  diseasb  or  thb  kidvct. 

The  following  oonclaslons,  drawn  by  Dr.  George 
Robinson,  are  the  result  of  hia.  Teseaffches  on  the 
pathology  of  Bright's  disease  :— 

1.  That  the  epithelial  or  secreting  oells  of  the 
healthy  kidney  contain  a  certain  qaantity  of  oil;  the 
proportion  of  which,  under  oerMiin  eircvnitltaeeiy  and, 
within  certain  limits,  may  flootuate  oonssderably. 

2.  That  it  is  an  excessive  inorease  of  tbie  1st 
leading  to  engorgement  of  the  epithelial' celts,  and  of 
the  urinary  lubes,  which  constitutes  primarily  and 
essentially  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney. 

3.  That  the  presence  of  albnmen  and  blood  in  the 
urine,  and  the  wasting  of  the  tissue  of  the  kidneys,  are 
secondary  phenomena,  dependent  on  the  mechanical 
pressure  of  the  accumulated  fat. 

4.  That,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  Bright's  disease  is 
associated  with  a  similar  fatty  degeneraliott  of  the  Uter 
and  arteries,  and  frequently  of  the  Talvesof  the  heart; 
these  diseases  being  related  to  each  other  as  joint 
effects  of  one  common  constitutional  cause* 

&.  That  probably  acute  inflammatory  dropsy,  oocnr- 
ring  in  a  person  previously  healthy,  and  the  dropsy 
which  occasionally  supervenes  upon  scarlatina,  have  no 
necessary  connecttoo  with  Bright's  disease  of  the 
kidney. 

6.  That  most  important  evidenca  of  the.  appeoaoh 
and  presence  of  the  renal  disease  may  often  be  derived 
from  a  microscopical  examination  of  the  urine,  in  which 
will  be  found  fat  in  unusual  qoaatity  $  psitly  in  the 
form  of  free  oil  globules,  and  partly  contained  in  epi- 
thelial cells  which  have  escaped  from  the  urinary  tubes. 

7.  That  the  insight  which  we  have  obtained  into  the 
peculiar  change  which  the  kidney  undergoes  in  Bright's 
disease,  and  the  knowledge  we  possess  of  the  simul- 
taneous occurrence  of  a  similar  change  in  other 
organs,  may  serve  as  important  guides  in  the  proven- 
tion  and  cure  of  the  disease.  •~ilfec{ico«OAtMr^caJ 
Dransactkms,  Vol.  29. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE,  &c. 

DIAGNOSIS  OP   NEURALGIA.   AND  NEURITIS. 

Although  in  some  cases  the  symptoms  of  these  two 
affections  of  the  nerve  are  so  nearly  similar,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  distinguish  at  first  sight  the  one  from  the 
other,  the  confusion  will  cease  in  general,  if,  instead  of 
inqairing  into  the  actual  condition  of  the  patient,  onr 
inquiries  are  directed  to  the  prior  history  of  the  attack, 
'  its  progress,  and  exciting  cause.  Wbile,  in  fact,  neu- 
ralgia  is  a  very  common  affection,  arising  without  appre- 
cfable  canse,  or  from  causes  the  most  opposite  in 
character,  neuritia  is  a  rare  affection,  and  b  determined 
by  causes  which  are  readily  appreciated.  In  analyzing 
the  best  authenticated  cases  of  neuritis,  it  will  be  found 
that,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  cases,  in  which 
it  followed  parturition,  neuritis  has  almost  constantly 


been  produced  by  phyaical  lesiotts  of  the  nerre*— 4ach. 
as  wounds,  punctures,  contusions,  ligature,  compreanioa 
by  a  tumour,  &c. ;  in  fact,  neuritis  is  always,  or  nenrly 
always,  the  result  of  mechanical  injury,  while  neoralgia 
originates  spontaneously,  and  depends  upon  a  par- 
ticular, and  little  understood,  condition  of  the  econoaiy. 
But  if  it  is  sometimes  possible  and  useful  to  establtah 
this  distinction  in  practice,  especially  in  neoralgia  and 
neuritis  of  receut  date,  it  cannot  be  denied,  tbat  in  a 
certain  number  of  cases  of  ehronic  neuritis*  the  dis- 
tinction becomes  impossible;  for  although  it  has  been 
ascertained  tbat  neuralgia  of  very  old  standing  (thirty 
or  forty  years  for  example,}  may  have  preserved  its 
original  character  throughout,  and  yet  left  no  traces 
of  disease  after  death,  it  happens  in  the  nriajority  of 
cases,  that  under  the  influence  of  the  repetition  of  the 
paroxysms,  the  texture  of  the  nerve  eventually  becomes 
altered  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render  it  quite  impossible 
to  decide  whether  the  inflammation  has  been  secondary, 
or  has  depended  upon  an  original  neuritis.  These 
cases  shew  the  inutility  of  attempting  a  diagnosis  in 
the  chronic  forms  of  the  affections. —  Gazette  Midicale 
de  Parit,  No.  40, 1845. 


TBE   URIMS   IN   ASCITIS. 

In  ascites,  dependent  on  lesion  of  the  liver,  the  arine 
is  alwaya  more  or  less  deeply  coloured ;  whilst  in  renal 
ascites,  (Bright's  disease  or  otherwise,)  the  arine  is 
white  and  colourless— (i2ay«r.)  This  characteristic 
condition  of  urine  in  ascites  was  perfectly  known  to 
the  Ambian  physkiaas.^-MontAly  Journal  of  Medical 
Science,  December^  1 846. 

TINCTURB    OF    CAKTHARIDES   IX  BRIGHT's  DISEASE. 

This  medicine,  in  tlie  dofio  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
drops,  **  par  pot  du  lisane,'*  combined  wiih  the  use  of 
decoction  of  bark  and  chalybeateSiis  the  remedy  which 
has  given  the  best  results  in  the  treaiment  of  albumi- 
nous nephritis, — (Brighi's  Disease.)  Many  cases  havs 
already  been  cured  by  this  treatment. — Ibid. 

TSBATMBMT  OF   XPISTAZtS  BY  1NSUFFLATI0K8 

OF   ALVM. 

When  haemorrhage  from  the  nasal  cavities  assumes 
a  dangerous  aspect,  recourse  is  generally  had  to  plug- 
ging, a  measure  both  inconvenient  and  painful.  M. 
Lecluyse  has  successfully  emplsyed  means  far  more 
simple,  and  at  the  same  time,  according  to  his  own 
account,  more  certain-^namely,  the  insnAation  by 
means  of  a  quill  of  equal  parts  of  powdered  gnm  arabic 
and  alum.  In  one  case  this  succeeded  after  three 
repetitions ;  other  means,  and  plngging^among  them, 
having  entirely  failed.— >6se«f/e  des  HSpitatac,  Nov. 
3, 1846. 

SURGERY. 

SALIVATION   FROM   CAUTBRIZATZON  OF  THE  CSHVIX 
UTBRI   WITH   ACID   NITRATE   OF  MB&CUSY. 

M.  Lisfranc  has  observed  that  the  applieatioQ  of  this 
form  of  mercury  will  prodocesalivation  in  about  one 
case  in  two  hundred;  but  the  symptoms  ace  not  in 
general  severe.  In  one  case,  hosrever,  a  female,  in  the 
ward  of  St.  Avgnatin,  in  ihs  Hoepilal  of  La  Pi(i^»  « 
single  csuteris^tionpcoduced  so  abuadaat  andabttina^ 
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prralism.  [This  fact  is  worthy  of  being  remem- 
bered, not  only  as  contradictory  of  the  opinion  generally 
eatertaiiied  of  tbe  comparatirely  low  vitality  of  the 
cervix  nteri,  bat  as  a  caution  which  ahonld  not  be 
without  ralae,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  treating 
Bterine  engorgements  now  much  in  rogue.] — Oaietit 
iit  H6pitau»,  Octobre  17,  1846. 

OM  THB  BIYUION  OV  THB  TBNAO  ACHILLIfl. 

Ptofenor  Stromeyer  has  lately  published  the  fol- 
lowing propositions,  in  which  he  lays  down  the  indi- 
cations for,  and  the  manner  to  proceed  in,  dividing  the 
teado  Achillis  :— 

1.  Tbe  teodo  Achillis  ought  be  divided  with  a  small 
thin  knife,  with  a  sharp  point,  and  slightly  ronnded, 
employing  the  subcutaneous  section,  and  cutting  from 
within  to  without,  taking  care  to  make  but  one  puoc- 
tore  of  the  skin. 

2.  The  tendon  must  be  entirely  cut  through  or  the 
operation  will  be  unsuccessful. 

3.  When  other  muscles  or  the  pUntar  aponeurosis 
are  retracted  at  the  same  time  as  the  tendon,  the 
former  must  always  be  divided  before  the  latter. 

4.  After  the  operation  the  wound  must  be  dressed 
with  compresees,  bound  on  with  a  bandage  in  the  figure 
of  eight. 

5.  With  adolts,  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  after  the 
operation*  and  with  children,  on  the  third  or  fourth,  the 
first  dresaiBg  must  be  removed,  and  if  (as  is  offeea  the 
esse,)  the  wound  is  found  to  be  healed,  it  mnat  be 
opened  again ;  this  must  never  be  done  when  there  Is 
great  ecchTmoses,  or  when  the  wound  suppurates. 

6.  Before  putting  the  foot  in  the  machine  for  ezten- 
iloD,  the  limb  must  be  surrounded  by  a  sound  bandage, 
and  some  pads  of  cotton  must  be  placed  on  all  the  parts 
that  are  to  be  submitted  to  great  compression. 

7.  Bztension  must  be  proceeded  with  gradually  and 
slowly,  lessening  it  each  time  it  gives  pain  to  tbe  patient. 

8.  The  dressings  must  be  removed  if  the  patient 
suffers  mnch  and  continued  pain  in  the  parts  com- 
pressed, in  order  to  avoid  excoriations,  erysipelas,  or 
Bortification  of  the  tissues, 

9.  Imoaediately  upon  taking  off  the  dressings  the 
Hmb  most  be  enveloped  in  wool. 

10.  It  ought  to  be  known,  that  all  those  wbo  have 
had  the  teado  AchHlis  divided,  have  felt  a  sensation 
of  cold  and  nuoibness,  which  is  sometimes  limited  to 
the  heel»  sometimes  extends  over  the  whole  limb. 
This  sensation  gradually  diminisbes,  and  generally 
disappears  entifely  by  tbe  sixth  or  eighth  day. 

11.  Tbe  first  day  or  the  next  morning  after  the 
opcralion,  a  viscid  sweat  of  a  disagreeable  odour 
eomcs  out  on  the  foot,  although  the  patient  has  never 
prevkmsly  been  subject  to  perspiration  of  the  feet. 

12.  In  placing  the  foot  in  the  extension  machine, 
it  ought  to  be  pwt  iti  such  a  directk>n  as  to  form  a 
Tight  aagle  with  the  leg;  and  this  pesMoB  ought  to 
be  fflstntamed  for  eight  days.  After  tUs  period  bas 
clspsed,  the  limb  must  be  enveloped  in  a  circular 
bandage,  sad  tfie  patiettt  must  not  be  allowed  to  nuke 
uysctsmpi  to  walk  before  the  fourth  week.  Without 
^  ctrsy  the  limb  wHI  swell,  the  wound  becone 


irritated,  and  perhaps  even  tbe  new  tissue  will  give 
way. 

13.  It  is  impossible  to  name  precisely  the  duration  of 
the  treatment,  litis  roust  in  some  degree  depend  on 
the  state  of  the  patient,  the  degree  of  the  deformity,, 
and  the  extensibility  of  the  articular  ligaaients.— i&.. 
Nov.  10, 1846. 

FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

ON  rax  POSSIBILITY  or  PEODUCIMO  BUaNS  AFTXB. 
BSATa  BBSBMBLIMO  TH08B  PBODVCXD  DUUNG 
LXPB. 

A  refersaee  to  any  work  on  Forensic  Medicine  will 
shew  the  reader  that  the  distfnctioa  between  burnt 
iaflieied  prior  to,  and  after  death,  la  considered  to  be 
snffieleatly  precise.    It  would  appear,  however,  from 
tbe  experinentt  of  M.  ChaaiponilhNi,  that  vesioatioB 
which  Is  coBsidend  to  be  charaeterlstle  of  bums 
oceurring  duriag  life,  may  be  exactly  imitated  under 
certaiadreunsstaaoes  after  death.   '*ItlsB0t,*'saysM. 
Champouilloa,  "  by  the  imaiediate  coatact  of  a  heated 
body,  with  an  infiltrated  limb,  that  it  is  possible  to 
induce  phlyeteass  in  a  corpse;  we  aiay  in  this  manaer 
induce  vesication,  it  is  true,  but  the  elevated  eptdermis 
encloses  air   and  aot  serosity/'    Hie  aamber  and 
sise  of  the  vme^vm  acoordiag  to  him  depend  upon 
the  temperature  of  the  heated  body,  its  distance  from 
the  skin,  sad  the  length  of  tinse  the  latter  is  submitted 
to  its  influence.  **  If,"  he  adds,  *'  a  heated  body,  such  aa 
a  red-hot  ballet,  be  placed  at  a  few  eentioietres  distance 
from  an  aaasareons  limb,  ao  appearaace  of  vesicatioa 
is  prodaced."    If,  oa  the  contrary,  it  be  placed  withia 
a  coBvealent  distaaoe,  ooe  or  more  vesications  ars  con- 
staatly  prodaced*    An  attentive  study  of  the  causes 
which  give  rise  to  this  phenomenon  have  shewn  him 
that  it  is  due  to  tbe  effect  of  caloric  upon  an  csdema* 
tous  part,— a  tisane  charged  with  serosity.    The  action 
is  no  other  than  the  rarefaction  produced  by  the  calo* 
rific  body  on  the  circumambient  atmosphere,  which 
rarefactloa  ia  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  heat  aod 
the  radiating  power  of  the  heated  body.    In  anasarca 
the  effused  fluid  diminishes  the  force  with  which 
the  different  laminm  of  tbb  cutaneous  tissue  cohere 
together ;  and  it  happeasy  therefore,  that  when  by  tbe 
rarefaction  of  the  air  near  the  heated  body  the  atmos- 
pheric pressure  w  removed  from  the  subjacent  part  of 
the  corpse,  the  fluid  accumulates  there  in  virtue  of  a 
well-known  physical  law,  and  thus  induce  an  elevation 
of  the  epidermis.    M.  Cbampouillon  remarks,  that 
these  phlycteuae  do  not  appear  instantaneously,  but 
require  the  application  of  heat  for  six  hours  as  a  mean* 
As  regards  the  red  circle  which  Christison  so  strictly 
insists   upouy  as  a   proof  of  burning  ddring  life, 
Cbampouillon  states  that  he  has  in  no  case  failed  to 
produce  it  in  the  corpse;  but  he  allows,  that  how- 
ever closely  the  red  circle  thus  produced  resembles 
that  produced  during   lifci  the   sembUnce   is  only 
superficial,  and  a  difference  is  at  once  perceived  by 
indsing  the  skin.     In  the  first  case,  there  is  but  a 
simple  injection  .of  the  cutaneous  capillaries;  ia  the 
other  there  is  evidence  of  vital  re-actioui  in  aoonooail* 
tant  extravamtioB  of  blood. 

The  lasulti  ef  the  anthors' reicarchci  tend  to  eitsbliik 
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that  Uiera  it  no  sufficient  appm'iiii  difforenoe  between 
bunu  before  and  burns  after  deatb,  and  thus  the  qnes- 
tion  can  only  be  determined  by  a  dissection  of  the  skin, 
and  that  the  distinction  laid  down  by  Cbristiaon  fails  in 
the  case  of  an  cedematoiis  corpse. — {OazHt*  MMieak 
de  Pwrii,  No.  40.  1846. 

OPIUM  IN  INFLAMMATION. 

TO   THK   XDITOR  OF  THB  PAOYIKCIAL  KBDIOAL  AND 
SUEOiCAL  JOUBNAL. 

Permit  me  to  remove  a  misconception  that  occurs 
in  Dr.  Ranking's  raluable  paper  00  the  employment 
of  opinm  in  inflammation.  In  regfard  to  my  views 
on  that  subject,  he  says,  ''The  constipated  bowels 
which  Dr.  Chambers,  in  the  last  number  of  your 
Journal,  seems  to  regard  as  indncing  the  necessity  for 
hesitation  in  the  use  of  this  medicine,  I  regard  as  of 
the  least  importance  in  the  generality  of  inflammatioDs." 
I  did  not  apply  that  particular  remark  to  its  use  in 
inflammation,  nor  did  I  for  one  moment  wish  to  say 
that  such  an  effect  would  contraindicate  its  use  in  any 
inflammation,  in  which  it  ivas  otherwise  indicated. 
But  on  the  contrary,  I  look  upon  constipation  as 
salutary  in  cases  of  enteric  and  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  purgative  treatment  of  these  diseaes 
to  be  both  vicious  in  principle  and  bad  in  practice.  In 
consequence  of  observing  that  the  constipation  attend- 
ant upon  enteric  inflammation  yields /yon  jiosra  with  the 
removal  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms,  it  was  supposed 
that  the  relief  was  owing  to  the  soluble  state  of  the 
bowels ;  whereas,  I  believe  we  most  only  regard  this 
state  as  the  consequence  of  the  amendment  in  the 
inflammatory  symptoms. 

My  observations  on  the  constipating  efflects  of  opinm 
were  as  follows : — "  In  reference  to  tbe  employment  of 
opium  generally i  I  may  remark,  that  the  constipation 
which  it  causes,  renders  it  obnoxious  to  some  con- 
stitutions." There  are  several  diseases  not  altogether 
of  an  inflammatory  type  in  which  the  influence  of 
opium  is  urgently  required  either  to  relieve  pain,  or 
to  procure  sleep.  I  would  more  particularly  mention 
cases  of  common  continoed  and  irritative  fevers,  and 
cases  of  neuralgia*  It  frequently  happens,  however, 
that  in  consequence  of  tbe  constipation  which  opium 
produces,  its  employment  causes  the  patient  as  much 
discomfort  as  more  than  counterpoises  whatever  relief 
it  may  afford.  In  some  cases  this  efl'ect  becomes  at 
once  apparent  by  the  furred  tongue,  dry  skin,  and 
headach;  in  other  cases  the  effects  exhibit  themselves 
by  a  long-continued  derangement  of  the  digestive 
function.  If,  then,  it  is  possible  to  prevent  all  thc;se 
effects  without  interfering  with  the  physiological  action 
of  opium,  is  it  not  desirable  to  do  so  ? 

It  would,  indeed,  be  taking  a  very  limited  view  of 
the  matter  to  direct  our  attention  merely  to  the  consti- 
pation \  we-  must  look  beyond  the  effect  to  the  cause 
itself,  which  I  believe  to  be  an  arrest  of  the  biliary 
secretion  ;  and,  when  we  remember,  the  influence 
which  an  arrest  of  secretion  in  so  large  a  depurating 
organ  as  the  liver  must  exercise  over  the  quality 
of  the  blood,  I  consider  its  removal  or  prevention 


of  the  first  importance.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
coma  of  janndice,  to  a  certain  extent,  proves  the 
correctness  of  my  views  of  the  subject. 

In  eonclndon,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  Dr.  Ranklng's  misconception  of  my  viewv 
was  unintentional,  and  I  should  not  have  occupied  your 
pages,  only  that  tbe  importance  of  the  subject  itself 

required  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  CHAMBERS,  M.D. 
Physician  to  tbe  Essex  and  Colchester  Hospital. 

Colchester. 


SPONGIO-PILINE. 

TO  THB   BDITOB  OF  TitE   PR0VIKC1AL    UEDICAL    AND 

SVROICAI.  JOORNAL. 
SiB. 

Baring  seen  Markwick's  patent  Spongio  -  Piline 
advertised,  I  ordered  some  of  it  to  be  procured,  and  feel 
bound  in  justice  to  state  that,  it  has  proved  remarkably 
beneficial  as  well  as  comfortable  to  a  patient  of  mine 
who  was  suffering  severely  from  acute  bursal  rheuma- 
tism, affecting  several  of  tbe  joints.  I  ordered  it  to  be 
steeped  in  a  warm  spirit-lotion  and  kept  constantly 
applied,  end  am  so  entirely  satisfied  with  the  result 
that  I  venture  to  recommend  Its  employment  to  the 
readers  of  your  valuable  Journal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  BADELEY,  M.D. 
Chelmsford,  Dec.  96, 1846. 


INHALATION  OP   iETHER  IN  SURGICAL 

OPERATIONS. 

to  thk  bditob  of  the  provincial  medical  akd 

6uagical  jouanal. 
Sir, 

Having  now  administered  the  vapour  of  ether  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  surgicsl  operations  painless 
in  a  great  number  of  cases,  at  our  Metropolitan 
Hospitals  and  at  my  own  private  residence,  with 
perfect  success,  by  meana  of  an  apparatus  invented 
by  myself  and  Dr.  Boott,  and  now  manufactured  by 
Mr.  Hooper,  of  Pall-Mail,  &c.,  peimit  me,  if  not 
encroaching  too  much  on  your  valuable  oolumna, 
briefly  to  state  the  appearance  of  the  patient  whea 
under  the  influence  of  the  vapour  that  indicates  the 
proper  time  for  the  operation  to  commence. 

As  my  own  operations  on  the   teeth  have  now  . 
become  numerous  and  satisfactory  to  those  medicRl 
men  who  daily  witness  them,  I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  your  readers  by  entering  into  details. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servftnt, 

JAMBS  ROBINSON. 

7,  Gower  Street,  Bedford  Sqiure, 
January  IS,  1847. 


**  At  the  commencement  of  the  inhalation  always 
allow  the  patient  to  inhale  the  vapour  three  or  four 
limes  without  closing  the  note;   the  nose  being 


INHAMTION  OF  MTHEK. 


doted,  obserre  carefaliy  the  appearance  of  the  eye 

the  popil  of  wliich  will  be  found,  in  most  cases,  after 

•boBt  s  minute's  inhalation,  to  be  considerably  dilated ; 

sftsr  eight  or  ten  more  inhalations  the  papil  will 

isauia  stationary  and  fixed  for  a  period,  rarying  from 

two  to  three  seconds:  it  will  then  turn  towards  the 

upper  eye-lid.    This  motion  will  be  repeated  several 

times.    If  the  vaponr  be  continued  the  pnpil  will  be 

obsenred  to  tarn  onder  the  eye-lid  and  remain  Jund; 

three  or  foor  inhalations  more  and  the  operator  can 

coBunence. 

"In  operations  which  are  protracted  and  require 

tny  length  of  time,  cut  off  the  vapour  by  means  of 

the  stop-cock  attached  to  the  apparatus ;  permit  the 

patient  to  breath  the  atmosphere  through  the  nose 

five  or  six  times ;  again  let  on  the  Tapour,  breathing 

sltetnately  atmospheric  air  and  the  vapour  of  ether, 

it  intervals  of  half  a  minnte,  until  within  two  or  three 

minntes  of  the  completion  of  the  operation,  when  the 

pipe»  ftc.,  can  bo  removed  with  perfect  safety." 

J.  ROBINSON. 
7,  Gower  Street. 
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INHALATION    OF   JBTBER  IN    SURGICAL 

OPERATIONS. 

to  thk  sditor  ov  the  provinciai*  midical  and 
surgical  jodrmal. 
Sir, 

The  Lancet  of  January  9tb,  page  49,  publishes  a 

eommnnication   from  a  physician,  reioibrced  by  an 

opinion  apon  a  supposed  case,  given  by  a  (Queen's 

Coonael,  tending  to  diminish  the  value  of  the  patent 

for  the  Letheon.    WiU  you  do  me  the  favour  to  give 

publicity  to    the  following  answer  to  that  commani- 

cationf 

I  am^Sir^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  DORR. 

London,  18,  £>nke  Street,  St.  James's, 

January  II,  1847. 


Beply  to  the  opinion  of  Queen's  Council,  published  in 
the  Lanceti  January  9th,  page  49. 

1st.  No  counsel  can  give  a  client  valuable,  or  even 
ftft,  advice,  as  to  danger  of  infriogement,  who  has  not 
read  the  specification,  and  does  not  know  the  claim  of 
the  patent.  The  patent  for  the  Letheon  has  been 
duly  sealed,  but  the  specification  is  not  yet  made 
pubHe.  ^ 

2od.  So  far  as  the  general  principles  of  law  enunciated 
go,  they  confirm  the  views  of  the  patentees. 

JAMES  A.  DORR. 

[We  question  much,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Dorr's 
btter,  whether  such  a  patent  can  be  sustained,  and 
certainly  it  ought  not  to  be  so.  Any  particular  form  of 
apparatus  may  without  doubt,  be  made  the  property  of 
the  inventor ;  but  the  attempt  to  place  restrictions  on 
the  mode  of  using  a  known  medical  agent  by  qualified 
apical  practitioners,  is  as  absurd,  as  its  success  would 
be  mischievons.— £d.] 


finattai  InteiUgente* 

OPERATIONS  PERFORMED  UNDER  THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

The  following  successful  operations,  perfbrmed  under 
the  influence  of  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  sulphuric 
ssther,  have  been  reported  since  oar  last  number:— 

At  Gut's  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Morgan,  lithotomy,  on  a 
country  lad ;  by  Mr.  Key,  on  a  man  aged  26,  for  strangu- 
lated scrotal  hernia,  with  removal  of  a  large  mass  of 
thickened  omenCum. 

At  King's  College  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Fergobson,  for 
phymosis,  on  a  man  aged  43;  for  abscess  and  fistula  in 
aoo,  in  a  delicate  female  aged  26;  passing  a  catheter 
through  a  tight  stricture  in  the  bulboos  part  of  the 
urethra,  in  a  man  aged  32 ;  removal  of  warts  from  the 
glans  and  prepuce,  in  a  man.  aged  21 . 

At  St.  ThoBsas'  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Mackmordo,  the 
removal  of  a  finger,  from  a  child  aged  6. 

At  ihediondon  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Adams,  amputation  of 
the  leg. 

At  Charing-CroBs  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Hancock,  removal 
of  the  nail  from  both  great  toes,  in  a  man  aged  about  34. 

At  the  Westminster  HoFpilal,  by  Mr.  Hale  Thomson, 
reoiovalof  condylomatous  growths  from  the  labia,  in  a 
woman  of  middle  age ;  for  phymosis,  in  a  young  man. 

At  St.  Georges's  Hospiul,.by  Mr.. Johnson,  amputation 
below  the  knee,  in  a  young  man. 

A  tihe  Queen*s  Hospital,  Birmiogbam,  by  Mr.  Knowles, 
amputation  of  the  leg,  in  a  female. 

At  the  Lynn  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Cotton,  removal  ^f 
cataract,  in  a  female,  and  in  an  old  man ;  of  a  cancerous 
tumour  of  the  lip,  in  an  old  man. 

Operations  have  also  been  successfully  performed  by 
Dr.  Biett,  (extraction  of  a  cataract;  ptosis;)  by  Mr. 
Lawrence,  (removal  of  a  tumour  from  the  orbit ;)  by 
Mr.  Partridge,  of  Birmingham,  (strangulated  hernia j) 
by  Mr.  Parker,  of  Liverpool,  (for  strabismus ;)  by  Dr. 
J.  C.  Hall,  of  East  Retford,  (removal  of  a  tumour ;)  by 
Mr.  Rudkin,  of  Derby,  (removal  of  a  sequestrum  of 
diseased  bone  from  the  leg ;)  &c.,  ftc. 

Mr.  R.  Lucas,  a  veterinary  surgeon  at  Liverpool,  has 
also  performed  an  operation  on  a  Newfoundland  dog 
onder  the  infiuence  of  selher  vapour ;  the  animal  did  not 
evince  the  slightest  sign  of  sufiering. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH  IN  STILL-BORN  INFANTS. 
Dr.  King,  of  Sackville  Street,  has  just  submitted  to 
the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  an  Essay  «•  On  the 
cause  of  Death  of  Infants  PretermaturcOly  Still-bom," 
wherein  he  insisu,  that  death  is  not  from  asphyxia,  as 
hitherto  supposed,  but  from  syncope ;  and  proposes  an 
entirely  new  practice,  by  which  means  the  slilUbom 
nfant  will  be  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence. 


56 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

M.  Begin  hu  been  elected  President  of  the  Amd^mie 
de  M6d^cine,  Paris,  for  the  year  1847 ;  M.  Bonlllaiid 
has  been  elected  Vice-President,  and  M.  Matter, 
Secretarj. 

A  Medical  Lecturer  has  been  appointed  at  GouTille 
and  Cains  College,  Cambridge,  to  direct  and  superintend 
the  studies  of  the  Medical  Studenta  in  the  College. 

Mr.  Paget,  Mr.  McWhinnle,  and  Mr.  W.  Pennington, 
are  candidates  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Surgeon 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  racant  in  conw^quence 
of  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  Surgeon,  by  Mr. 

Yiacent. 

Dr.  Robert  Lee  baa  resigned  the  appointment  of 
PbTiioian  Accoucheur  to  the  Brownlow  Street  Lying-in 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  FOR 
DECEMBER,  1S46. 
Kept  at  Sidmotttb, 
Bt  W.  H.  Cullen,  M.D.,  Sorobok. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  36.07 

9  F.M.  35.75» 

'.    .    .    theMaxima, 41-61 

,    .    .    .     Minima, 3031 

AbeolttteMean ^6.25 

of  eight  preceding  years.    .  40.56. 

Extreme  highest  on  the  20th &0i>0 

lowest     .    .    14th 22. 

28.5<^ 

,    .* 11.15 

9  A.M 31.71 

9  P.M 30.61 


.    .        range 
Mean  daily  range  . 
.    .  Dewpoint  at 


Hospital;  and  Mr.  South  that  of  Professor  of  Surgery  I    Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  A.if 30.04^ 

to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  ''':''' ^  If  u ^701 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS 
Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  January 
22od,  1847  ;— S.  M.  C.  A.  A.  Smith;  G.  Goodlad;  J. 
L.  Johnston;  E.  D.  AlUnson;  T.  Bridgwater;  A.  G. 
Willington;  H.  G.  Gnyling;  G.  R.  Skinner;  C,  H. 
Dunhill;  J.Hyslop;  W.  E.  Hughes;  J.  Beecroft;  C. 
W. Wray ;  W.  A.  Salmon ;  W.  Weston ;  W.  P.  Tomkins; 
T.  H.  Tanner. 


Extreme  highest  on  the  30th 30.701 

.    .    .  lowest  on  the  23rd 28.850 

.    .    .  range ^-^^ 

Number  of  days  fine ^®* 

.....     dull 3. 

,    .    .    .    .     snowy 2. 

on  which  any  rain  fell       .  8. 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 1-*^ 


PRBTAILINO  WINDB. 


ROYMi  SOCIETY. 

AVf  A&D  OF  THX  ROTAL  MSDAL  IH  PHTSIOLOGT,  FOU  1845. 

The  following  important    requisition   for  a    Special 
General  Meeting  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  Wharton 

Jones  :— 

We  the  undersigned.  Fellows  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London  for  improfing  natural  knowledge,  do  hereby,  in 
conformity  with  the  Statate,  chap.  xU.,  §  2,  reqaire  a 
Special  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  convened, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  snd  determining  on  the 
legality  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  award  of 
the  Royal  Medal  in  Physiology  for  1845  was  first 
recommended  by  the  Physiological  Committee,  and  under 
which  it  was  actually  made  by  the  President  and  Council 


N.  I  N.E.  I  E.  I  S.E.  I  S.  I  S.W.  |  W.  | 
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T.  Wharton  Jones. 
Jamks  Copland. 
RoBtRT  Lb«. 
Rxchabd  Bright. 
Jambs  R.  Martin. 


W.  F.  Chambbbs. 
John  Wbbstbr. 
Jambs  Clark. 
Marshall  Hall. 
Robert  E.  Grant, 


Gborob  Gcllivbr. 


January  7th,  1847. 
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BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

The    Retioapect  of  Medicine,  Ac    Edited  by  W. 

Biaithwaite.   Lecturer   on  Obstetric  Medicine  at  the 

Leeds  School  of  Medicine,  &c.    Vol.  XIV.    Joly— 

December.  1846.    London:  Simpkio,  Maiihall,  and  Co. 

1847.  pp.  455. 

The  Microscopic  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  m 
Health  and  Disease.  By  Arthur  HUl  Haasall,  F.L.S., 
&cv    Part  VL    London :  Highley.  1847.  8f0. 

A  System  of  Surgery,  by  J.  M.  Chelins,  &c  TrtBi- 
lated  from  the  German,  and  accompanied  with  additional 
Notes  and  Observations.  By  John  F.  South,  Professor  of 
Surgery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  Surgeon 
to  Su  Thomas's  HospiUl.  Part  XV.  London :  Renshaw. 
1846.  8vo. 

Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Suffolk  Lunatic  Asylum. 
December.  1846.  Woodbridge:  1847.  8vo.,  pp.  2^ 

A  Manual  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Oph- 
thalmic Medicine  and  Surgery.  By  T.  Wharton  Jo9»h 
F.R.S.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology, 
at  the  Charing.Crois  Hospiul,  Ac,  Ac  London: 
Charchlll.  1847.  Fcp.  8f o.,  pp.  570. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  January  4th,  at  Andover,  aged  82,  Philip 
Henry  Poore,  M.D. 

Jaauaty  5di,  at  Edinburgh,  J.  Henry  Dafidson,  M.D., 
one  of  the  PhyiieUns  in  Ordinary  to  the  Queen  in 
Scotland. 

Jrauary  6tb,  at  Stadham,  Harts,  Thomu  Sweeny, 
Esq.,  snrgeen. 

January  lOib,  aged  35,  J.  fi.  Jumi,  £aq.|  larfwn, 
GnTfaand,  Kent. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Commnnicatioos  hire  been  received  ftom  Dr.  Callen  ; 

Dr.  Hastinge;  Dr.l.Blaek;  Dr.  Barclay;  Mr^- 

L.  Prince ;  Dr.  Addison ;  Mr.  R.  Reedall ;  Literport ; 

Dr.  A. W. Da?is ;  Dr.  Seddome;  Dr.  Wake;  Dr. 

Durnnt ;  A  Seiagenarian ;  The  Birmingham  V^v^ 

logical  Society ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Bryan  ;  Mr.  Cotton, 
lifter  must  atUch  his  name  before  his  comiii«D»»*'^ 

can  be  pubUshed.  the  subject,  of  it  b  wiy  iii>P<«^*" 

and  leqnires  a  full  tDveitigation. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  OLINICAL 
,      MEDICINE. 

By  W.  R.  Babhah,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Westminster 

Hospital, 
Lecture   VI. 

Csat  qf  DrtmkardTM  DfJlrttm,  wiik  pnevmoma  and 
himcMtU :  Hitiwry  nf  the  can ;  eharaeter  of  the 
d^irmm  ;  eteihoeeopie  eigne ;  eendition  qf  the  epuia ; 
ireaimmU:  death  t  poet-moriem  appearaaecee, — Ten- 
denep  qf  dnmkarde  to  eoUapee;  wrgeney  ef  tit/fom- 
matory  eympionu,  when  eupervening  in  euch  caees, 
Phyeieal  eigne  qf  pneumonia  and  bronehitie.—PathO' 
logical  condition  qf  pneumonia;  eauee  qf  the  met- 
coloured  eputa;  progreee  of  the  dieeaee, — Effeeteqf 
bronehitie,  compUeaied  with  pneumonia ;  discretion 
required  in  the  treatment  qfeuch  caeee. 

Gentlemen, — Yon  have  been  present  this  day  at  the 
poet'mortem  examination  of  two  cases  of  acute  disease 
of  the  pulmonary  organs,  which,  though  they  do  not 
exhibit  any  uncommon  features,  are  nevertheless  of 
interest  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  pathological 
ttndies ;  for  every  opportunity  of  making  poet^mortem 
examinations,  affords  ns  the  valuable  means  of  either 
CDofirming  or  disproving  the  diagnosis  made  during  life ; 
and  what  is  still  more  important,  we  are  presented  with 
a  view  of  the  organic  processes  which  constitute  the 
disease,  and  learn  the  direction  in  which  those  oi^pnic 
changes  proceed.  The  probable  fatal  or  favourable 
israe  of  parallel  cases  is  thus  more  easily  determined, 
and  the  nature  and  direction  of  our  therapeutical 
efforts  more  clearly  defined. 

R.  H.,  aged  29,  a  green-grocer,  had  been  drinking 
for  the  last  three  days,  and  daring  that  time,  in  a 
continnotts  state  of  intoxication,  was  brought  to  the 
hoBpitaly  on  the  night  of  January  5th,  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  by  a  neighbour.  On  admission  into 
Bordett  ward,  he  is  reported  to  have  presented  all 
the  symptoms  of  a  case  of  delirium  tremene.  His 
manaer  warn  much  excited  j  his  answers  to  questions 
were  hurried  and  indistinct ;  there  was  great  trembling 
of  the  limbs,  particularly  of  the  hands ;  the  tongue 
vas  tremnlonsy  was  quickly  protruded,  and  as  suddenly 
vitbdrawn;  the  mind  rambling  incoherently  on  a 
▼aricty  of  subjects;  the  pupils  were  contracted,  and 
€b^  skin  bedewed  with  a  clammy  moisture.  He  was 
erdend  a  dose  of  opium.  In  the  morning,  the  report 
book  states  that  he  bad  been  very  restless  all  night; 
WO  deep;  moch  excitement  and  violence  of  manner; 
NOb  9,  Pehnaiy  lo,  IW. 


so  much  so,  as  to  render  necessary  confinement  by 
the  strait  waistcoat.  Suffers  from  an  exceedingly 
troublesome  and  suffocative  cough,  with  frothy  sputa, 
stained  with  blood.  He  had  been  ordered  opiate 
draughts  every  hour,  which  he  had  taken  up  to 
the  hour  of  the  daily  visit.  A  careful  examination 
of  the  chest  quickly  decided  that  a  different  and  very 
energetic  plan  of  treatment  was  necessary.  Aueculta^ 
iioni — ^The  lef^  side  was  duller  on  percussion  than  the 
right,  and  particularly  on  the  mammaiy  and  lateral 
region ;  throughout  the  right  side  the  resonance  was 
clearer.  On  the  left  side,  no  respiratory  vesicular 
murmur  could  be  detected  ;  bronchial  respiration  was 
everywhere,  but  especially  in  the  mammary  region  late- 
rally; respiratory  murmur  was  also  detected  here, 
accompanied  by  some  moist  mucous  gurgling.  On  the 
right  side,  the  vesicular  murmur  was  veiled  by  the  pre* 
Bcnce  of  bronchial  respiration  and  mucous  rhonchi,  in 
the  large  as  well  as  the  small  tubes.  The  pulse  was  120, 
full  and'elastic,  round  and  compressible ;  the  tongue 
moist,  bat  furred;  the  respiration  48;  frequent  urgent 
cough ;  pupils  contracted  to  a  point ;  manner  very 
restless,  and  much  incoherence.  With  these  physical 
signs  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  acute  inflammation 
of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  existed,  combined 
with  pneumonia  of  the  left  side,  probably  at  the  root 
of  the  lung. 

Here  was  a  fearful  combination  of  evils  to  contend 
against, — a  drunkard,  intoxicated  for  more  than  three 
days,  continuously  an  habitual  drinker,  suffering  from 
acute  pulmonary  inflammation.  Such  individuals  will 
scarcely,  under  any  circumstances,  bear  depletory 
measures;  nevertheless,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  they 
are  imperatively  required,  and  you  must  be  prepared  to 
treat  them  with  the  cupping  scarificator,  and  antimony^ 
calomel,  and  opium,  in  one  hand,  and  with  ammonia 
and  other  stimuli,  if  necessary,  in  the  other.  Accord* 
ingly  this  patient  was  cupped  to  twelve  ounces  between 
the  shoulders,  a  large  blister  covered  the  left  side  of 
the  thorax,  and  Hydrarg.  Chloridi,  gr.  J. ;  Opii,  gr.  J.  ^ 
Antim.  Pot.  Tart,  gr.  f ,  given  every  four  hours.  The 
pulse  was  directed  to  be  watched ;  and  if,  after  the 
cupping,  It  continued  full  and  hard,  a  farther  amount 
of  blood  was  to  be  abstracted. 

On  the  visit  the  next  day,  it  was  reported  that  the 
copping  had  reUeved  the  breathing  and  f^qnency  of 
the  coogh,  that  the  respuntion  had  fallen  from  4%  to 
40,  and  that  the  spots  were  still  frothy  and  sanguinolent. 
The  pnlse  bad  impiOTcd  in  dumctar  after  the  cuppings 
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and  wai  neither  so  foil  nor  bo  hard  as  prerionsly ;  the 
prognosis  of  the  case,  notwithstanding,  still  continued 
iDOst  nnfarounible.  At  the  afternoon  visit  the  state  of 
mie  chest  was  similar  to  that  of  yesterday ;  and  owing 
to  the  hlistered  surface  of  the  left  side,  could  not  be 
minutely  examined.  Bronchial  respiration,  with  moist 
crepitations,  were  heard  posteriorly  on  the  left  side ; 
en  the  right  side,  mucous  rbonchi  were  heard  in  each 
legion.  The  sputa  were  copious,  frothy,  and  of  a 
BBore  dusky  dirty  hue  than  yesterday;  the  tenacity 
was  not  very  great,  and  they  did  not  partake  so  much  of 
the  characteristics  of  pneumonia  as  of  bronchitis. 
The  pulse  was  140,  small  and  compressible ;  coonte- 
aance  anxious;  eyes  glazed;  pupils  contracted  to  a 
point ;  tongue  moist ;  odour  from  the  body  offensire 
and  cadaveric.  The  symptoms  continued  thus  till 
the  evening,  when  he  changed,  became  comatose  sud- 
denly, the  vital  powers  quickly  failed,  and  he  died  at 
feven  p.m. 

Seetio  cadaveria  eighteen  hours  after  death.  ,  Body 
well  formed ;  limbs  muscular,  and  rounded  by  subcu- 
taneous fat.    On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  chest  the 
longs  did  not  collapse,  but  were  adherent  to  the  pleura 
costalis  by  firm  attachments  of  fibrinous  tissue;  no 
evidence  of  the  formation  of  recent  plastic  exudation : 
the  right  lung  was  dense  and  gorged,  but  crepitated 
throughout  on  pressure,  and  floated  in  water;  no  trace 
of  fibrinous  exudation  could  be  detected  in  any  part  of 
this  lung;  when  squeezed  a  white  frothy  fluid  oozed 
out  from  innumerable  openings  of  the  more  minute 
bronchi :  the  left  long  crepitated  only  at  its  apex  and 
the  inferior  margins ;  the  central  parts  felt  dense  and 
carnified ;  its  condition  was  such  that  it  easily  tore  or 
broke  down  into  a  granular  mass,  and  it  did  not  float 
in  water;  this  portion  of  the  middle  lobe  was  of  a  dark- 
hrown,  red,  dirty  colour,  it  constituted  an  example  of 
lobular  pneumonia  in  the  second  stage ;  the  central 
portion  of  the  hepatized  mass  was  softer  than  the  cir- 
cumference, and  appeared  to  be  passing  into  the  stage 
of  purulent    softening.      Submitted  to  examination 
under  the  microscope  granular  corpuscles  and  blood- 
discs  were  alone  observed;  in  some  few  of  the  former 
acetic  acid  developed  central  nuclei*    The  raucous 
membrane  of  the  trachea  exhibited  a  fine  brigbt-red 
capillary  injection ;  passing  into  the  right  bronchus  the 
colour  became  more  of  a  madder  hue;   and  in  the 
smaller  ramifications  of  the  tubes  in  this  lung  of  a  still 
more  dusky  appearance.    The  left  bronchus  exhibited 
much  the  same  condition  as  the  right ;  but  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  subdivisions  had  here  become  of  a 
purple  tinge,  which  colour  was  maintained  even  into 
the  hepatized  mass.    The  liver  was  much  enlarged ;  its 
inferior  margin  extended  to  within  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  of  the   umbilicus ;  a  section  exhibited  a  bright, 
sienna-orange  colour ;  it  had  also  a  granular  appear- 
ance ;  no  evidence  of  portal  congestion ;  under  the 
microscope  it  presented  innumerable  fat  vesicles ;  its 
weight  was  ninety-two  ounces.     The  kidneys  were 
llcalthy,  presenting  evidence  of  venous  hyperasmia; 
fight  kidney  weighed  five  ounces  and  a  half;   left 
kidney  six  ounces  and  a  half.    The  brain  presented  no 
aspect  of  disease ;  its  weight  was  forty-six  ounces. 


A  prominent  feature  of  interest  in  this  ease  was  the 
complication  of  acute  pnenmoniay  with  a  oonditioa 
which,  if  not  strictly  ddhium  tremnut  was  closely 
allied  to  it,  being  a  state  of  great  physical  and  constitu- 
tional disturbance  brought  on  by  the  inordinate  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors.  The  effect  of  alcoholic  stimuli 
in  excess,  is  at  first  to  produce  great  cerebral  excite- 
ment, with  exaltation  of  the  circulating  powers ;  to  this 
invariably  succeeds  a  state  of  great  prostration,  and 
extending  in  some  cases  to  collapse, — in  fact,  a  failure 
of  the  powers  and  functions  that  have  been  thus 
unnaturally  excited,  is  the  usual  characteristic  of  the 
drunkard's  excess.  Now,  in  the  case  under  consider- 
ation, superadded  to  this  dangerous  tendency  to  pros- 
tration and  collapse,  were  unequivocal  symptoms  of 
intense  pulmonary  inflammation,  requiring  the  most 
energetic  measures,  and  the  unhesitating  use  of  agents, 
which,  without  this  pulmonary  complication,  the  pre- 
existing state  of  the  patient  would  most  emphatically 
forbid.  The  prospect  of  a  favourable  issue  was  from 
the  first  extremely  limited,  for  the  pnenmonia  of 
drunkards  is  specially  a  fatal  disease ;  they  are  pro- 
portionably  more  prone  to  the  disease,  and  in  them  its 
progress  is  unusually  rapid  and  uncontrollably  fatal. 

On  approaching  the  bed-side  of  this  patient  on  the 
morning  after  his  admission,  you  witnessed  his  hurried 
and  alarmed  looks, — his  restless,  yet  vacant  gaze  on  " 
those  around  his  bed, — a  certain  amount  of  incohe- 
rence in  his  words,  yet  sufficiently  conscious  to  protrude 
the  tongue  when  asked  ;  this  organ  quivering,  furred, 
white  and  moist ;  the  pupils  contracted ;  and  the  hands, 
when  released  from  the  strait  waistcoat  which  bis 
violence  rendered  necessary,  agitated  and  tremulous. 
He  coughed  frequently  and  had  no  sleep.  You  could 
not  fail  to  recognize  these  as  the  expressive  symptoms 
of  the  drunkard's  disease ;  and  inquiring  no  farther, 
you  might  have  imagined  that  opium  and  ammoniacal 
stimuli  were  all  that  this  case  would  require.  But  in 
the  investigation  of  a  case  you  must  carry  your 
inquiries  beyond  those  Umits  which  the  eye  merely 
reaches,  the  senses  of  hearing  and  of  touch  must  lend 
their  aid,  and  by  them  you  must  satisfy  yourselves  that 
no  complication  exists, — no  lurking  mischief  in  deep- 
seated  organs,  working  insidiously  to  a  fatal  termination, 
while  you  have  been  busy  only  with  those  symptoms 
that  lay  on  the  surface,  and  are  most  easily  and  obri- 
ously  detected.  Here  the  respiratory  movements  of  the 
chest  were  so  much  accelerated,  that  even  without  the 
stethoscope,  pulmonary  disease  was  to  be  suspected. 

On  carefully  examining  the  chest,  first  by  percussion, 
the  left  side  was  duller  than  the  right,  and  this  dulness 
was  specially  in  the  mammary  and  lateral  region ;  on 
the  application  of  the  stethoscope  over  this  spot, 
bronchial  respiration,  with  a  dry  crepitating  murmur 
was  heard.  The  presence  of  bronchophony,  and  the 
total  absence  of  any  vesicular  murmur,  convinced  me 
that  the  central  portion  and  probably  the  root  of  the 
left  lung  was  the  seat  of  the  inflammation.  Superiorly 
and  in  the  axilla  of  the  left  side,  mucous  rhonchi  of 
small  bubbles  veiled  all  other  respiratory  sounds.  The 
resonance  of  the  right  side  was  not  much  affected,  but 
the  mucous  gurgling  was  heard  in  every  region.    This 
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•phyaeal  tUte  of  Uie  cbest  indicated  the  presence  of 
broaclio-paeamoua, — pneumonia  situated  probably  at 
the  root  of  the  left  lung,  and  an  inflamed  state  of 
bnmcbial   mucous  membrane  througbout  ita  entire 
extent*   the  intensity  being   greatest  in  the  smaller 
tubes ;  and  I  formed  this  opinion  upon  the  absence  of 
any  moist  gurgling  of  large  bubbles  being  heard  in  the 
regions  where  the  presence  of  secretion  in  the ,  larger 
tubes  is  most  readily  detected— -namely,  posteriorly 
between  the  scapula,  and  anteriorly  in  the  mammary 
region.    The  character  of  the  sputa  corroborated  to  a 
certain  extent  this  diagnosis.    They  were  copious  and 
much  was  of  a  pure  white  frothy  aspect,  without  much 
tenacity ;  but  a  portion  was  also  frothy  and  somewhat 
rust-coloured,  and  this  portion  was  more  tenacious 
than  the  rest.    Now,  the  pathological  conditions  on 
which  these  phenomena  depend  are  these : — In  that 
portion  of  the  lung  in  which  pneumonia  ekists,  a  retarda- 
tion or  stagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  arterial  capilla- 
ries first  takes  place ;  what  is  the  primary  cause  of  the 
retardation  or  arrest   to  the    even    current   of  the 
capillary  circulation,  is  not.  known  or  eren  likely  to  be. 
All  that  we  can  attain  to  is  a  knowledge  of  the  con- 
ditions of  any  giren  phenomenon;  the  causes  of  those 
conditions  are  among  the  impenetrable  mysteries  of 
nature,  and  it  is  a  useless  expenditure  of  time  specula- 
ting or  guessing  at  it.    All  that   we   can  state  with 
certainty,  is,  that  the  earliest  change  obserred  in  the 
capillary  Teasels  of  a  part,  the  seat  of  inflamraation,  is  a 
stagnation  of  the  blood-corpuscles;  their  on  ward  progress 
is  arrested,  and  as  an  effect  of,  or  concomitant  Mrith,  this 
diminished  motion,  is  the  escape  of  a  fibrinous  spon- 
taneously-coagulable   fluid,    which,   filling    the    sur- 
rounding interstices  of  the  tissue,  consolidates  the  part, 
and  gives  firmness  and  solidity  to  what  was  previously 
elastic  and  extensible.    In  the  pulmonary  parenchyma 
this  exudation  not  only  fills  the  bronchial  intercellular 
passages  but  the  air-cells  also.    This  accounts  for  the 
denseness  and  increased  specific  gravity  of  a  portion  of 
inflamed  lung ;  and  it  also  explains  the  presence  of  the 
dry  crepitating  sound  on  applying  the  ear  to  the  region 
immediately  orer  the  seat  of  inflammation.      This 
fibrinous  exudation,  the  special  product  of  capillary 
hyperaemia,  contains  dissolved  in  it  much  of  thehaema- 
phein  of  the  blood ;  its  presence  gives  to  the  inflamed 
part  the  dark  brown-red  colour  always  observed  in  the 
first  stage  of  pneumonia.    A  portion  of  this  colouring 
matter,  (hssmaphein,)  dissolving  and  mixing  with  the 
bronchial  mucus,  tinges  that  fluid,  a  brown,  red,  or 
rust  colour,  and  when  expectorated  presents  us  with 
the  sputa  so  familiar  in  this  disease.    This  constitutes 
the  first  stage  of  pneumonia.    The  next  stage  is  the 
softening  or  breaking  down  into  a  purulent  degenera- 
tion of  this  fibrinous  deposit.    In  the  case  before  us 
this  condition  had  scarcely  commenced,  as  the  granular 
state  and  colour  of  the  part  testified,  for  as  softening 
proceeds,  all  the  hsmaphein  of  the  blood  is  absorbed 
out,  and  a  grey  cheesy  mass  is  left.    When  examined 
under   the    microscope    only  a  few  corpuscles  that 
developed  nuclei  by  the  action  of  acetic  acid  were 
observed,    the    mass   being    composed   of   granular 
exudation  corpuscles. 


Now,  it  was  not  pneumonia  only  that  the  stethosteope 
detected;  the  other  physical  signs  implied  that  the 
bronchial  mucous  membrane,  especially  in  the  smaller 
tubes,  was  in  a  state  of  inflammatory  congestion.  Tbe 
poit-mortem  examination  confirmed  this,  and  exhibited 
to  you  morbid  complications  not  unusual  in  the  pneu- 
monia of  drunkards.  The  immediate  cause  of  death 
in  these  cases  is  asphyxia,  or  death  beginning  at  the 
lungs.  The  accumulated  secretion  of  mucus  in  the 
air-tubes  as  effectually  obstructs  the  passage  of  oxygen 
to  the  blood  as  any  other  asphyxiating  agent ;  and  when 
such  conditions  exist,  coma  usually  for  some  hours 
precedes  death.  Venous  blood  continues  to  circulate 
till  the  patient  dies  literally  "poisoned  by  hU  own 
blood." 

Many  circumstances  in   this  case  co-operated   to 
bring  on  the  fatal  issue.    In  the  first  place,  the  in- 
ordinate use  of  intoxicating  drinks  at  all  times  tends 
to  the  creation  of  an  inflammatory  diathesis.    Again, 
the  season  of  the  year,  and  the  particular  condition  of 
the  atmosphere— frosty,  foggy,  with  a  very  elevated 
barometer,  most  unquestionably  predispose  the  lungs 
to  become   the   seat  of  inflammatory  action.     You 
daily  witness,  among  both  out  and  in-patients,  how  the 
season  of  the  year  predisposes  to  pulmonary  disorders. 
Many  circumstances  co-operating,  a  series  of  morbid 
effects  followed,  from  which  it  was  not  reasonable  to 
expect  that  the  patient  could  survive.    I  have  already 
had  occasion  oftentimes  to  remark  to  you,  that  the 
co-existence  of  acute  inflammatory  action,    with  a 
general  adynamic  condition  of  the  system  at  large,  is 
by  no  means  rare.   It  is  this  antagonistic  state  of  things 
that  for  the  most  part  renders  inflammatory  diseases 
fatal ;  for  if  the  powers  of  the  system  be  sufficient  to 
permit  those  remedies  to  operate,   which   only  can 
arrest  the  progress  of  inflammatory  action,  all  may  do 
well ;  but  if  the  powers  of  life  be  low,  these  measures 
often  add  to  the  prostration,  while  they  fail  to  check 
the  advance  of  inflammation.    Nevertheless,  in  such 
cases  they  must  not  be  neglected;  and  indeed  it  is 
not  unfrequently  necessary  to  cup,  blister,  and  give 
mercurials  with  one  hand,  while  the  system  is  sop- 
ported  by  ammoniacal  stimuli  with  the  other. 

The  treatment  of  these  cases  requires  great  discre- 
tion. To  bleed  from  the  arm  is  not  advisable ;  rapid 
subsidence  of  the  vital  powers  often  follows  abstraction 
of  blood  from  a  vein.  The  roost  effectual  and  least 
hazardous  mode  of  relief  is  by  cupping  between  the 
shoulders,  or  over  the  affected  side.  Blistering  is  also 
desirable.  Calomel,  antimony,  and  opium,  should  be 
cautiously  administered,  and  ammoniacal  salines  given 
at  intervals  the  moment  the  pulse,  by  its  softness, 
indicates  their  necessity. 

I  wish  to  direct  your  atttention  to  the  case  which 
died  in  the  same  ward  on  the  same  day, — one  also  of 
pulmonary  disease;  but  an  emphysematous  state  of 
the  lungs,  with  chronic  bronchitis,  were  the  characters 
determined  by  the  stethoscope,  and  at  our  next 
lecture  I  wish  to  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  chief 
distinguishing  features  of  that  case. 
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THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

{Fourth  Serin  (f  Bjipirimentta  lU$earekii,) 

By  William  Addison,  M.I).,  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 

n.  Animal  Tbxtubks. 

It  may  with  great  certainty  be  alBrnied,  that  the 
blood  contains  the  elements  from  which,  in  animal 
structures,  the  solid  teztores  and  the  secretions  are 
produced.  Blood  consists  of  a  limpid  fluid,  holding 
in  suspension  a  multitude  of  cells  of  two  kinds;  the 
one  red,  the  other  white  or  colourless ;  it  may  there- 
fore with  propriety  be  termed  a  eeiMar  or  eorpmetikar 
fuid.  On  its  first  discharge  from  the  liring  vessels, 
blood  is  thin — that  is  to  say,  it  drops  like  water,  but 
it  speedily  becomes  viscous  or  stringy,  and  then 
coagulates  into  a  soft  solid,  which  ultimately  separates 
into  two  parts,— a  red  dot,  and  a  yellow  fluid  serum. 
But  blood,  before  it  coagulates,  frequently  separates 
into  two  fluid  portions ;  the  uppermost  colourless,  and 
termed  plasma,  lymph,  or  liquor  sanguinis,  the 
lower  red :  both  these  portions  coagulate,  so  that  the 
solid  clot  is  in  part  colourless,  and  in  part  red.  The 
colourless  part  of  the  dot,  which  is  uppermost,  and 
formed  by  the  coagnlation  of  the  plasma  or  lymph, 
is  a  coherent  and  elastic  fibro-cellular  texture,  ordinarily 
termed  the  bt^fff-eoaif  it  is  usually  depressed  in  the 
centre,  with  thin  fibrous  edges,  and  there  is  frequently 
a  viscous,  colourless,  gelatinous  mucus  in  the  cup- 
like depression,  that  may  be  drawn  out  in  strings  like 
ordinary  mucus. 

The  microscopic  appearances  in  a  film  of  blood  not 
disposed  to  exhibit  a  colourless  layer  of  lymph  or 
plasma,  are  very  dtff^nt  from  those  of  a  film  of 
blood  that  i»  disposed  to  do  so.    In  blood  not  disposed 
to  exhibit  a  buffy-coat  upon  the  clot,  we  see  with  the 
microscope  numerous  red  corpuscles  or  cells,  slightly 
cohering  in  strings  and  rolls,  and  a  few  colourless  ones 
floating  in  a  clear  limpid  fluid.    In  blood  that  is  dis- 
posed to  have  a  buffy-coat  upon  the  clot,  we  see  a 
much  laiifer  proportion  of  colourless  cells,  and  multi- 
tudes of  minute  molecules  floating  with  the  red  cells 
in  the  dear  and  limpid  fluid;  the  red  cells  adhere 
more  firmly  to  each  other,  and  are  congregated  in 
larger  and  more  irregular  masses;  and  in  the  fluid,  a 
network  or  tissue  of  interlaeed  filameoti  or  fibrils  is 
shortly  observed  to  form.    If  a  film  of  the  colourless 
fluid,  plasma,  or  lymph,  be  separately  examined  with 
the  microscope,  we  find  it  mixed  with  inuumerable 
colourless  cells  and  isolated  molecules;   within  the 
cells  are  a  number  of  similar  molecules,  some  of  th^ 
cells  containing  much  laiger  ones  than  the  othov; 
and  when  the  ooagnUtioa  commences,  it  is  by  the 
formation  of  fibres  in  the  floid.    When  water  or  a 
weak  solution  of  potass  is  added  to  colourless  blood- 
cellSy  they  immediately  begin  to  eolargey  gradually 


swell  out  to  double  their  former  siie,  and  then  burst 
open,  discharging  their  contents,  which  consist  of  » 
viscous  mass,  mixed  with  molecules,  and  apparently 
Identical  in  all  its  properties  with  natural  or  healthy 
mucus. 

All  the  mucous  secretions  and  the  saliva  contain 
colourless  cells,  which  cannot  be  distinguished  by  any 
specific  character  from  the  colourless  cells  of  the  blood, 
and  there  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  viscous- 
matter  of  these  secretions  is  an  animal  product  elabo- 
rated in  the  interior  of  cells  identical  with  those  which 
are  seen  floating  or  mingled  with  it.  Moreover,  both 
mucus  and  saliva  readily  form  fibrils  or  fibres  when 
acted  on  by  appropriate  agents.  These  and  several 
other  well-known  phenomena  observable  in  the  animal 
secretions  may  be  treated  of  analogically,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  the  origin  of  the  fibriUatiog  elements  of 
the  plssma,  or  lymph  of  blood,  the  element  to  which 
its  coagulation  into  a  coherent  fibrous  or  fibro-corpus- 
cnlar  texture  is  due.  Milk,  among  others,  is  a  com- 
plex animal  secretion,  elaborated  in  the  interior  of  cells 
or  corpuscles,  and  set  free  by  the  thinning  away,  dis- 
solution, or  rupture  of  the  cell-wail.  The  yolk  df'an 
egg  is  an  analogous  example,  where  the  cells  are  large, 
and  their  walls  so  very  thin,  that  it  is  with  the  utmost 
difficulty  they  can  be  touched  in  the  gentlest  manner 
without  rupture.  To  the  unassisted  eye,  milk  appears 
as  a  homogeneous,  white,  opaque,  fluid ;  through  the 
microscope  its  white  appearance  and  opacity  are  found 
to  be  owing  to  myriads  of  minute  molecules, — and  it  is 
well  known  to  contain  an  oily  element  or  butter,  a  fibro- 
albuminous  element  or  curd,  and  a  limpid  fluid  or 
whey,  and  to  the  sura  of  each  of  these  products  every 
milk- cell  contributes  its  quota. 

The  plasma,  lymph,  or  colourless  element,  floating 
on  the  surface  of  newly-drawn  blood,  appears  to  the 
unassisted  eye,  when  first  seen,  as  a  semi-transparent 
colourless  fluid,  gradually  becoming  viscous,  and  then 
fibrous  and  solid ;  and  it  is  well  known  to  contain,  not 
only  the  solidifying  fibrous,  but  a  soluble  albuminous 
and  oily  element.  There  are  then  the  very  same 
reasons  for  concluding  that  the  fibrinoua  and  albumi- 
nous elements  of  the  blood,  plasma,  lymph,  or  liquor 
sanguinis,  are  derived  from  colourless  cells  similar 
to  those  found  in  it,  as  there  are  for  concluding  that 
the  elements  of  milk,  saliva,  or  any  other  complex 
animal  product,  are  derived  from  cdls ;  and  the  plasma 
or  lymph  of  blood,  therefore,  is  as  much  entitled  to  the 
term  cscref  ton,— 40  be  considered  as  the  products  of  cell* 
elaboration,  as  sny  of  the  other  fluid  or  solid  materialg 
of  the  structure. 

An  abundance  of  colourless  cells,  filled  with  a> 
viscous  matter  and  molecules,  are  at  all  timee  dis* 
chaiiged  or  thrown  off,  mixed  with  a  risdd  Braeii% 
from  the  mucous  membranes,  and  their  numhen  Are 
increased  upon  the  slightest  Irritation  or  inffammatiOD.. 
Similar  odls  are  at  aU  times  diidiaised  or  thrown  off 
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Crhd  all  voonded  and  healing  textures,  where  the  pro* 
CM  of  reparation  is  going  on — where  new  and  con- 
fimable  elements  of  growth  are  appearing,  and 
where,  therefore,  the  process  of  nutrition  is  normal. 
Sinilar  cells  are  also  discharged  or  thrown  off  from 
diseawd  textures,  nicers,  and  ahscesaes,  from  scrofu- 
loos  jmnts,  and  from  the  cavities  of  the  lung  in 
coasofflption ;  in  these  latter  instances  more  especi- 
ally the  cells  hare  received  the  distinctire  appellation 

of  PUB. 

Pos  Tiries  in  consistency:  it  may  he  nearly  solid,  or 
^nite  floid, — that  is  to  say  it  may  he  solid  enough  not  to 
drop  like  water,  and  in  this  state  it  is  a  eorpufcular 
itxtwrtt  analogous  to  the  incoherent  corpuscular  tex- 
tures of  the  lower  forms  of  vegetation,  and  the  green 
pareDchymn  of  a  leaf.  Recently  excreted  pus  displays 
mder  the  microacope  an  abundance  of  colourless  cells, 
the  interior  contents  of  which,  in  various  states  of 
elaboration,  present  various  appearances.  Old  pus  has 
a  different  microscopical  aspect,  which  it  is  well  should 
be  remembered  in  considering  the  origin  of  tubercles, 
consisting  chiefly  of  minute  molecules  and  granular 
matter,  resulting  from  .the  breaking  down  of  the  cell- 
vaUs.  The  cells  6r  corpuscles  of  healthy  or  recently 
excreted  pus  vary  in  magnitude  and  appearance ;  active 
Biolecnles  are  frequently  visible  in  their  interior,  and 
when  water,  or  a  weak  solution  of  potass  is  added  to 
them,  they  swell}  burst,  and  discharge  their  -contents, 
coesistiog  of  a  viscous  matter  mixed  with  molecules. 

Vo  wounded^  irritated,  or  abraded  texture,  heals  or 
uherutet  wUAout  the  presence  cf  a  greater  or  less 
shndanee  qf  incoherent  colourless  cells ;  and  there  are 
90  certain,  apecijlc,  distinguishinff  marks  between  the 
tolmtrless  cells  qf  blood,  lymph  and  pus.  When,  there- 
fore, a  healing  wound  discharges  pus,  it  can  be  regarded 
la  BO  other  light  than  as  indicating  a  superabundance 
of  nutritive  cells,  which  from  an  actual  excess  in  num- 
ber, or  some  other  cause,  do  not  meet  with  the  condi- 
tions required  to  make  them  deliver  up  their  contents, 
and  take  part  in  the  metamorphoses  required  for  the 
reparation  of  the  texture ;  but  when  an  ulcerating 
wonnd  (where  there  is  no  reparative  process  at  all,) 
discharges  pus,,  it  would  appear  in  that  case,  that  all 
the  cells  from  some  inherent  defect  have  lost  the 
power  of  a  conformable  metamorphosis. 

This  explanation  of  the  appearance  of  colourless 
cells,  both  in  healing  and  ulcerating  textures,  implies  in 
the  former  case  a  great  excess  of  agents  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  specific  office  or  function— viz.,  the  healing 
of  the  wound,  and  thb  so  far  from  being,  as  might 
lissttly  be  imagined,  contrary  to,  is  in  fact  quite  in 
accordance  with,  the  usual  plan  of  nature  as  observed  in 
other  things,  and  in  analagous  instances.  The  pollen- 
cells  of  vegetables,  for  example,  have  an  important  and 
•peclfic  function,  and  in  what  apparently  excessive 
abondance  are  they  produced.  Of  t&e  myriads' of 
foUen-ceDs  dischaiiged  from  the  antheri  hoir  few  itre 


actually  expended  in  the  fertilization  of  the  embryo, 
compared  with  the  myriads  which  sssm  to  be  wasted* 
In  animals  the  analogous  fact,  too,  may  be  produced  in 
illustration.  Again,  in  the  repair  of  a  fractured  bone, 
what  an  apparent  excess  of  nutritive  material  or  eaXfists 
is  collected  for  the  cure,  which  is  subsequently  removed 
when  the  fractured  extramities  have  been  united. 
Moreover,  there  are  other  facts  in  surgery  pointing  to 
the  same  conclusion ;  for  healthy  granulations,  copi- 
ously discharging  what  is  called  healthy  pus,  heal 
rapidly  by  moderate  and  regulated  pressure,  which  by 
diminishing  the  amount  of  blood  flowing  through  the 
innumerable  vessels  of  the  young  texture,  diminishes 
also  the  amount  of  colourless  cells,  whereupon  the 
quantity  of  pus  diminishes,  and  the  granulations  then 
becoming  covered  with  a  coherent,  fibrous,  nonse- 
creting,  instead  of  an  incoherent,  corpuscular,  secreting 
texture,  are  said  to  cicatrize  or  heal.  Colourless  cells, 
therefore,  in  all  cases  of  nutrition,  appear  as  the  pri- 
mary and  active  agents,  the  results  depending  upon 
their  metamorphosis. 

From  these  facts  and  observations,  and  from  others 
fully  detailed  in  former  researches,  I  draw  these 
important  conclpsions  :— 

First,  that  in  all  living  structures,— in  all  plants, 
and  in  all  animals,  the  elements  of  growth  and 
secretion, — that  is  to  say,  the  peculiar  and  charac- 
teristic solid  and  fluid  matters  of  the  structure,  are 
prepared  or  elaborated  in  the  interior  of  minute 
vesicular  bodies,  variously  termed  corpuscles  or  cells, 
which  may  either  he  coherent,  forming  a  strong  or  solid 
texture,  or  incoherent,  forming  a  soft  or  brittle,  and 
more  or  less  a  fluid  one;  and  that  the  elaborated 
material,  when  set  ftet  by  the  opening  or  rapture  of 
the  cell-wall,  undergoes  ulterior  changes,  or  metamor- 
phoses, and  either  constitutes  a  part  of  the  solid  struc- 
ture, or  remaining  fluid  forms  a  secretion. 

Secondly,  that  the  incoherent  cells  of  the  parenchyma 
of  the  leaf  are  the  primary  elaborating  cells  of  vegeta- 
bles, and  the  incoherent  cells  of  blood,  the  primary 
elaborating  cells  of  animal  structures.  By  the  meta- 
morphosis of  the  former,  all  the  subsequent  textnres  and 
vegetable  colours  and  secretions  are  produced  ;  and  by 
the  metamorphosis  of  tbe  latter,  all  the  animal  textures 
and  secretions.  The  incoherent  parenchymatous  cells 
of  the  leaf  are  in  all  their  stages  stationary ;  and  the 
air  necessary  to  their  respiratory  functions  passes  to 
and  fro  around  them  by  the  motive  power  of  heat. 
The  incoherent  protoplasms  cells  of  blood  flow  in 
streams  throughout  the  body,  traversing  in  their  course 
the  walls  of  the  coherent  cellular  and  aeriferous  texture 
of  the  lung,  into  and  out  of  which  the  air  passes  by 
the  motive  power  of  muscles. 

Thirdly,  that  the  relations  subsisting  between  animal 
texturea  or  secretions>  and  the  blood,  are  analogous  to 
those  subsisting  between  vegetable  textures  or  secre- 
tionsi  and  the  leafy  parenchyma ;  <md  th»r^s  that  the 
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Utw  qfthe  morphology  qf  ammal,  muit  be  analogou$  to 
ihat  qf  vegetable,  structure.  In  the  latter  iDBtance,  the 
doctrines  based  upon  the  law  do  not  profess  to  give  any 
reason  why  the  parenchyma  of  one  leaf  differs  from 
that  of  another, — why  oil  of  peppermint  is  formed  or 
secreted  in  one  set  of  green  cells,  and  prussic  acid, 
opiun,  or  berganiotte,  in  another ;  nor  does  it  enter 
upon  the  question  of  the  differences  prevailing  among 
thrgreen  grannlar  cells  of  diffecent  parts  of  the  same 
plants :  on  the  contrary,  the  doctrines  trace  the  form 
and  mechanical  properties,  rather  than  the  physiological 
function  of  the  textures;  so  that  the  main  features  of 
morphology  are  only  secondarily  affected  by  differences 
and  variations  in  secreted  products.  So  likewise  it 
appears  to  be  in  animal  texture^  that  the  morphology, 
in  respect  of  form,  is  a  branch  of  physiology  suffi- 
ciently distinct  from  the  morphology  of  secretion; 
and  to  admit,  as  is  the  case  in  plants,  of  a  separate 
consideration. 

"  If  we  consider/'  says  Mobl— and  he  is  speaking 
of  the  cells  of  plants— ''the  place  at  which,  in  the 
interior  of  a  cell,  new  cells  are  on  the  point  of  being 
formed,  and  at  which  the  nuclei  have  already  made 
their  appearnace,  we  find  that  the  future  mother-cell 
contains  a  vUcoue  colourlete  mast,  miteed  with  wUnuie 
grtmuks;  and  since  this  riscoos  mass  everywhere 
precedes  the  first  solid  formations,  I  trust  it  will  be 
considered  justifiable,  if  I  propose  to  designate  it  by 
the  word  protoploMuit  a  term  which  recalls  to  mind 
its  physiological  function.* 

Now  it  is  evident,  in  the  universaUy-existipg  process 
of  cell  elaboratiott,  and  whether  the  result  be  new  cells, 
or  permanent,  oellolar,  or  fibrous  structure,  or  fluid 
secretion,  that  two  distinct  stages  are  recognised.  In 
iheflret,  the  elaborating  matter,— the  protopkuma  or 
primary  element,  (adopting  the  term  proposed  by 
MoHL,)  is  in  progress  of  preparation  within  the  cell, 
shut  out  from  all  extraneous  or  exterior  agents,  except 
those  specially  admitted  through  the  cell-wall  to  assist 
in  the  elaboration*  /»  the  eecond,  the  elaborated 
matter  having  been  set  free  by  the  opening  or  rupture 
of  the  cell-waU»  ondergoes  its  ulterior  metamorphosis, 
subject  to  the  action  of  new  agents,  which  may  in- 
fluence conformably  ornnoonfonuably,  the  completion 
of  its  permanent  phase. 

The  liquor  sanguinis  or  lymph  which  rises  to  the 
surface  of  newly-drawn  blood  is,  if  we  adopt  Mobl's 
term,  the  protopUuma  of  animal  structures,  and  the 
buffy   coat,  is   a  protuphasmot   a  fibro-corpnscnlar 


•  See  MoBL^  paper  **  On  the  Circulation  of  the  Sap  la 
Plants,**  in  the  **  Anasls  and  Magazine  of  Natoral  History,** 
July,  1846.  (Translated  from  the  Boiatdfehe  Zeitimgioi 
Jan.  and  Feb.,  1846.)  This  author  objects  to  the  term 
muetiage,  employed  iby  SckleldeB  to  designate  this  sub- 
staaee,  as  the  tem  *<  vegetable  smcilage,*'  in  the  sense 
in  which  it  Is  ordinarily  used  in  chemical  works,  conveys 
a  totaMy  different  meaning.  The  protoplasma  of  Mobl  Is 
termed'*  plasUc  element*'  tai  my  *t  Researthes,**  Ae. 


texture,  which,  were  it  still  within  the  vital  influence  of 
the  whole  structure,  would,  according  to  its  analogies, 
become  a  secreting  texture ;  and,  moreover,  the  mucous 
or  jelly-like  matter  often  found  in  the  depressed  centre 
of  the  buffy  coat  is,  in  reality,  the  last  change  or  secre- 
tion of  this  altering  cell-texture.*    *'  The  glairy  fluid 
termed  mucus,  being  nothing  more   than  an  alterefl 
state  of  the  fibrillating  liquor  sanguinii,  the  change 
from  the  one  to  the  other  being  coeval  with  the 
changes  within  the  cells.    Hence,  if  we  take  the  red 
portion  of  the  buffed  clot,  and  the  red  cells  to  represent 
bleod,  then  the  colourless  layer  of  liquor^sanguinis 
(the  protopkuma,)  will  represent  the  first  remove  from 
blood,  and  mucus  or  pus  will,  be  next ;  and  it  would 
appear,  generally,  that  the  hearer  Jthe  cell  is  to,  or  the 
fewer  the  stages  of  its  removal   (by  morphological 
changes,)  from,  the  circulating  current,  the  more  nearly 
it  resembles  the  colourless  blood-corpuscle,  imd  the 
more  decidedly  and  visibly  its  fluid  contents,  when  they 
escape,  fibrillate ;  whereas,  the  further  the  cell  is,  or  the 
greater  the  number  of  stages  of  its  removal  (by  mor* 
phohgieal  changes,)    from  the  circulating  cells,  the 
larger  it  is,  and  the  less  perfectly  do  its  fluid  contenta 

fibrillate."t 

*'  The  blood  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  organized,  yet 
from  the  physical  characters  of  coagulated  fibrin,  it  ia 
evident  that  while  drculating  in  the  body  it  holds  a^ 
peculiarly  endowed  animal  principle,  (fibrin,)  requiring 
only  a  momenta  rest  to  constitute  solid,  organized  (I 
do  not  say  rascular,)  tissue.    The  texture,  formation, 
cohesion,  toughness,  and  elasticity,  are  all  proofs  of  its 
oi^ganized  nature ;  and  it  at  once,  without  further  aid  or 
assistance,  assumes  all  these  properties,  even  after  its 
removal  from  the  body  in  venesection,  or  after  death  in 
its  own  vessels.    There  seems  then,  to  be  but  one  step 
between  the  microscopic  capillaries  and  the  fibrin  of 
the  blood ;  the  former  are  minute  fibrinous  chan« 
nels,  the  latter  may  (not  inappropriately,)  be  termed 
organised  tissuet  etreulating  with  the  blood,"    (Medieat 
Gazette,  March  26th,  1841.)    These  are  aentimente 
expressed  upwarda  of  five  years  ago,  and  subsequent 
researches  have  confirmed  the  idea  I  then  entertained* 
The  term  '  fluid  texture,'  may  be  objected  to,  nor  can  I 
contend  for  the  congruity;  but  this  does  not  alter  the 
fact  that  the  blood  is  a  cellular  fiiddf  and  a  clot  of 
blood  a  Jibro-^eUular  texture.    The  inooherency  or 
brittleness  of  the  lower  portion  of  tke  clot  is  owing  to 
the  predominenoe  of  ceUs ;  the  coherency  and  tongluee* 
of  the  upper  part  to  the  predominenoe  of  fibrea. 


•  Anof -a^AoriMMff— the  mncns  having  the  same  relation 
to  the  solid  fibro^ellnlar  texture  that  the  proteplaean  ba» 
to  the  incoherent  cells  of  blood. 

f**  Second  Series  of  Experimental  Researches,**  p.  1^ 
dc— Choichlll ;  London. 
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A  CASE  OF  FATAL  PHLEBITIS  OF  THE  IN- 
FERIOR VENA  CAVA,  WITH  REMARKS. 

By  J.  BjLAOK,  M.D., 

Hodor  Phyiician  to  the  Manchester  Union  Hospital. 

(Rasd  at  Um  Manehatter  Medical  Society,  Jan  0, 1846.) 

Ifirtba  Wright,  aged  26,  unmarried,  a  domestic 
lerraDt,  bat  who,  from  the  history  of  her  habitSi  had 
kd  somewhat  of  a  wandeiiug  and  irregular  life,  was 
sdoutted  on  the  14tb  of  Aug ust,  1846,  into  the  Union 
Hotpilal,  labouring  under  sub*acute  rheumatism  of  the 
fibrous  character,  attended  with  simple  derangement  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels.  She  was  forthwith  confined 
to  bed,  put  upon  low  diet,  and  the  Vinnm  Colchici, 
with  Nitre  in  Julep  of  Acetate  of  Ammonia  was  pre- 
toibed  for  her. 

On  the  17th,  she  had,  in  addition  to  the  above, 
wUch  was  then  9^yttk  in  intermittent  doses  only,  a  pill 
Cfny  nighty  of  ealomel  and  antimonial  powder,  two 
ftnos  of  each,  along  with  half  a  grain  of  opium. 

On  the  20th  following,  from  her  complaining  of  a 
|iio  in  the  right  hypochondrinm,  she  had  a  blister 
spplied,  and  her  pill  was  giren  in  the  morning  as  well 
II  It  night. 

Uoder  this  treatment  she  was  entirely  reliered  from 
her  rhenmatism ;  and  on  the  24th,  the  colchictim  mur- 
imrt  was  omitted,  as  well  as  her  pill  in  the  morning. 
Ske  WIS  then  considered  so  far  oonvaleseent  as  to  be 
pematted  to  leave  her  bed  during  the  day.  On  the 
27tb,  her  pill  at  night  was  also  omitted,  from  her 
gUBB  becoming  a  little  tainted  by  the  mercury,  and 
ibe  hsd  simply  at  bed-time,  a  small  dose  of  Dovei't 
powder,  along'  with  generous  diet  daily. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  she  yfm  seized  with  the 
fiirrboea  that,  more  or  less,  prevailed  at  that  season 
ii  so  epidemic,  for  which  she  took  the  cretactout  mUc' 
ivt,  and  trom  the  complaint  being  rather  persistent, 
ihe  vas  again  confined  to  bed,  and  on  the  10th  she 
bad  a  pin  every  six  hours,  composed  of  the  A«eefcfe 
ifkad  and  opium,. which  soon  reliered  the  urgency 
of  bs  symptoms. 

^thtn  the  subsequent  four  day^  her  dlarrhcsa  had 
entirely  ceased,  but  along  with  its  cessation,  lier 
Abdomen  began  to  be  veiy  tense  and  painful,  and 
leircely  allowed  the  least  pressure  of  the  hand.  In 
ipite  of  large  emollient  poultices,  and  cooling  saline 
medicines  to  act  upon  the  kidneys,  the  swelling  and 
tmion  conUnued  to  increase,  with  mnch  restlessness 
•ad  pain. 

The  case  having  by  the  17th  put  on  a  very  important 
sad  teriona  character,  it  was  more  strictly  investigated, 
aadthe  conclusion  then  arrived  at  was,  that  it  was 
Me  of  rapid  and  diffuse  peritonitis,  of  an  adynamic 
•ttwey  with  effusion  into  the  cavi^  of  the  abdomen. 
Tbis  result  was  supposed  to  be  occasioned  hy  the 
qoick  stoppage  of  the  diarrhoea,  and  the  repellent 
effect  of  cold,  while  attempting  to  go  about  at  the 
time  she  was  constitutionally  influenced  by  mercury; 
the  was  besides  of  a  delicate  frame  of  body,  and  I  had 
«Mae  reasons  to  think  that  ahe  had  been  previously 
iatesipenite.  Her  skin  was  at  this  suge  warm  thnmgh* 
<Mt; her  abdomen  rather  hot  to  the  hand ;  there  was 


thirst,  little  urine,  the  bowels  were  nearly  regular; 
her  tongue  clean,  but  dryish,  and  her  pulse  small, 
frequent,  and  irregular ;  she,  however,  had  no  cough 
nor  dyspnoea,  nor  could  any  bruit  be  heard  in  the 
region  of  the  heart.  I  may  also  mention,  that  though 
her  lower  limbs  were  disposed  to  oedema  since  she 
came  into  the  hospital,  yet,  at  this  period,  the  17th» 
they  had  become  much  infiltrated  up  to  the  hips, 
though  they  retained  their  natural  warmth.  Con- 
sidering the  general  debility  of  her  system,  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  to  apply  even  leeches,  but  her 
saline  diuretics  were  increased,  along  with  half-ounce 
doses  of  the  bitartrate  of  potass  every  second  morn- 
ing, and  the  constant  application  of  emollient  cata- 
plasms and  oily  liniments. 

By  these  means,  the  indications  that  were  in  view,  of 
promoting  a  safe  hydrocatharsis,  and  an  increased  flow 
of  urine,  were  fulfilled,  bat  there  was  no  amelioration  to 
the  increasing  tumefaction  and  tension  of  the  abdomen, 
and  to  the  swelling  of  the  thighs  and  legs.  In  addition 
to  the  enlargement,  which  was  early  evidently  owing  to 
a  fluid,  from  the  very  characteristic  flnctuatimi  elicited^ 
there  was  by  the  24th,  observed  all  over  the  anterior 
aspect  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  well-marked  en* 
largements  of  the  epigastric  and  external  mammary 
veins,  both  of  which  sets  of  vessels  were  perceived 
to  inosculate  freely  and  directly  with  each  other. 

This  appearance  in  a  few  days  became  still  more 
evident  and  interesting;  the  main  branches  became 
larger  than  swan-qoills;  and  in  passing  the  finger 
across  the  tract  of  many  of  them,  a  perceptible  de- 
pression was  felt,  equal  to  the  depth  of  half  the 
cylinder  of  the  respective  reins,  while  they  became 
full  and  distended  below,  and  relaxed  above  the  point 
of  pressure.  Some  internal  obstruction  to  the  return 
of  the  vendue  Mood  to  the  heart  from  the  lower  parts 
of  the  body  was  now  evident,  but  on  what  it  depended 
was  a  problem  not  easy  to  resolve.  No  tumour  had 
been  detected  nor  even  suspected  in  the  abdomen 
daring  her  period  of  diarrhoea,  and  nothing  could  be 
elicited  from  the  chest  or  heart  that  could  account  for 
this  sudden  enlarged  and  vicarious  venous  circulation. 
The  only  conclusion  that  was  come  to  at  the  time  was, 
that  the  rapid  effusion  into  the  abdomen,  along  with 
the  tensive  resistance  of  the  parietes,  had  acted  at  a 
counter  pressure  on  the  abdominal  cara,  and  so 
impeded  its  transmission  of  the  blood  from  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  body.  With  thia  view  our  medicines 
were  continued,  along  with  the  Ldnimentum  Hydrar- 
gyri  et  Ldnimentum  Camphors,  and  calomel  with  a 
little  opium  was  readministered  on  the  27th. 

The  disease,  however,  suffered  no  remission;  for 
though  the  bowels  acted  freely  when  required,  and 
the  urine  was  kept  to  a  normal  amount  of  excre- 
tion, with  a  diminution  of  the  iension  and  paiti  in  the 
abdomen,  yet  the  amount  of  effusion  seemed  to  increase 
with  more  encroschment  on  the  capacity  of  the  thorax ; 
the  anastomosing  veins  continued  enlarging,  and  the 
vital  forces  of  the  body  and  powers  of  the  mind, 
evidently  began  to  give  way  under  the  incumbent 
affliction. 

On  theflth  of  October»regttlar  medicines  were  omitted^ 
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and  only  eztempornrj  anodynes  and  diuretic  carmina* 
ti?es  were  given,  along  with  strengthening  broths,  and 
a  little  gin  daily.  By  these  dietetic  and  negatire 
medicinal  measures,  the  patient  ttmggled  on  till  the 
19tby  when  it  was  thought  expedient  to  attempt  to 
give  her  a  little  relief  by  paracentesis,  which  was  per- 
formed by  Dr.  Frauds,  and  sixteen  pints  of  clear 
amber-coloured  seram,  without  any  flalceii  were  taken 
away,  leaving  a  considerable  quantity  still  oaevacuated 
in  the  abdomen.  Nothing  but  veiy  temporary  relief 
was  the  result  of  this  measure,  and  our  poor  sufferer 
departed  very  quietly  on  the  21st  of  the  month. 

Poat-mortem  on  the  23rd.  The  trunk,  neck,  and 
upper  extremities  of  the  corpse  emsciated;  abdomen 
not  conspicuously  enlaxgedt  but  discoloured  ;  and  the 
thighs  and  legs  were  much  distended  with  serous 
infiltration.  The  large  anastomosing  veins  on  the 
anterior  aspect  of  the  body  had  nearly  disappeared. 
The  hmffs  were  healthy,  without  pus  or  tubercles ;  the 
right  lung  adhered  a  little  to  the  eostn,  by  an  old  band 
of  adreotitions  membrane,  while  the  left  was  posteriorly 
condensed,  seemingly  from  moribnnd  congestion.  The 
heart  was  natural,  only  the  right  ventricle  was  less  than 
the  left ;  the  valves  were  normal  ^  the  inner  surface  of 
the  right  auricle,  and  the  corresponding  ostium,  with 
that  of  the  base  of  the  pulmonary  arteries  were  much 
stained  on  the  depending  half  by  supposed  imbibition ; 
there  were  about  four  ounces  of  coloured  red  fluid  in 
the  cardiac  sac.  The  hver  was  somewhat  enlarged, 
obtuse  at  its  margins,  and  slightly  uneven  over  its 
peritoneal  covering;  on  section  it  was  very  huffy, 
with  the  ligbt-eofoured  element  of  the  organ,  or  o^  the 
acini  mnchhypertrophied,  while  the  tnterlobnlar  tissue 
was  hypersMniated>  An  encysted  dep6t  of  thick  creamy 
pus,  about  two  inches  in  diameter,  waa  found  in  the 
posterior  and  upper  part  of  the  viscus,  nearly  on  a 
line  over  the  track  of  the  inferior  vena  cava,  and  close 
to  the  hepatic  vein;  the  sac  seemed  a  little  dense 
in  its  walls,  and  its  interior  was  villous  and  soft.  The 
Mdney$  were  normal,  but  hyperssmiated,  and  a  urinary 
cyst  was  in  the  lower  end  of  the  left  one,  and  its  dark 
sangoineous  condition  might  have  arisen  from  pott- 
mortem  graritatmn,  or  from  retrograde  congestion  from 
obatmctioD  in  the  eava  inferior.  The  itomadk  and 
inimtmm  were  much  distended  with  gas,  aad  had  a 
dark  grumous  magma  thooghoot  the  whole  tube  to  the 
caput  coli.  The  interior  coat  was  thin  not  villous ;  in 
some  places  of  the  ileum  it  was  uneven,  but  no  ulcers 
nor  cicatrices  were  observed.  There  were  about  four 
pints  of  yellowish  limpid  serum  in  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  but  the  lining  membrane  was  natural,  with  the 
exception  of  some  suffused  and  arborescent  patches  of 
capillary  blood.  The  bladder  was  empty,  and  the 
mtertu  was  natural;  with  the  ovaria  dense  and  enlarged. 

The  venaemm  Htferlerf  from  the  opening  in  the 
diaphragm  to  its  junction,  within  a  short  space,  with 
the  iliac  veins,  was  filled  with  irregular  lymphous 
coagula  and  shreds,  which  adhered  firmly  to  the  inner 
-^coat  of  the  vessel,  and  were  connected  *with  similar 
deposits  in  the  asygos,  renal  and  lumbar  veins,  but  not 
to  the  same  extent.  Pns  waa  found  lodged  in  several  of 
the  upper  parts  of  the  vena  cava  inferior,  but  especially 


where  it  passed  under  the  liver  and  just  through' the* 
diaphragm.  The  right  ovarian  vein  was  much  enlarged 
and  somewhat  tinged  with  blood ;  so  was  the  left  renal 
vein.  Hie  whole  condition  of  the  caval  vein  thos-dii. 
closed,  very  plainly  showed  that  the  returning  amoont 
of  blood  through  the  vessel  must  hare  been  for  some  time 
previous  to  death  much  interfered  with,  if  not  totsUy 
obstmcted. 

In  making  my  remarks  upon  this  very  IntersitiDg 
case,  we  may  first  consider  the  histoiy  of  the  patient 
before  death,  and  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  kept  a  more 
detailed  account  of  her  consecutive  complaints.  We 
have  next  to  exerciae  our  pathological  reasoning  after 
inspection,  as  to  the  morbid  sequences,  and  to  see  if 
we  can  trace  anything  like  cause  and  effect  to  have 
existed  among  the  several  leaions. 

little  or  nothing  definite  was  ascertained  eoneendag 
our  patient  before  admission,  except  that  ahe  had  been 
leading  a  rather  irregular  life,  and  had  been  discarded 
by  her  near  relatives,  and  from  her  own  accooat  ibe 
had  for  some  time  been  complaimng  of  the  ssne 
ailment  for  which  she  was  admitted — namely,  rheo- 

matism* 

When  first  prescribed  for,  this  disease  had  aaub-scote 
formt  from  which  in  abont  thirteen  ,days  she  wii 
wholly  reliefed,  with  her  gums  very  slightly  sfficled. 
I>iarrhaBa  then  set  in  in  a  very  poitsteat  form,  sad 
from  the  tormina  and  discharges  there  was  soine  feir 
of  ulceration,  the  remains  of  which,  if  it  had  exitfed, 
were  not,  however,  observed  on  mqMctisii.  In  a  lort- 
night  afterwards  she  waa  also  relieved  from  this  con* 
plaint,  when  Hie  swelling,  pain,  and  tension  of  tbe 
abdomen  made  their  audden  and  nnexpected  appear- 
ance. There  was  a  probability  that  the  dianrhosa  was 
occasioned  by  an  impression  of  cold  while  she  was 
going  about  in  the  ward  with  her  system  not  fiee  from 
mercurial  influence;  but  how  this  third  and  novel 
phase  in  her  disease  was  occasioned  was  not  so  cssly 
accounted  for. 

The  first  explosion  of  the  entirely  new  symptooi 
suggested  to  us  that  we  had  to  do  with  acaseof  saddca 
and  diffuse  peritonitis  in  a  cachectic  subject,  attended 
with  early  effusion.  In  this  view  we  thought  oorKlvtf 
supported  by  the  pain  and  great  tenderness  on  touching 
the  abdomen,  accompanied  as  they  were  with  incresaed 
heat  of  skin,  thirst,  and  a  more  firequent  yet  smslisnd 
thready  pulse.  It  waa  also  assumed  that  the  attscfc 
might  have  been  accelerated,  if  not  occasloBed»  in  * 
ccAStitntion  of  so  much  mobility,  by  the  cessstioa  of 
the  diarrbflsa,  a  fuller  diet  with  wine,  and  also  hariag 
suffered  afresh  accession  of  cold. 

At  this  time  she  had  long  ceased  to  complshi  ptf- 
ticularly  of  any  fain  in  her  right  hypochondriom,  for 
which  a  blister  had  been  applied  on  tbe  20thof  Aogtft. 
In  the  new  then,  of  our  patient  being  now  affected  with 
diffuse  peritonitis,  but  occurring  in  a  very  asthenic  sob* 
ject,  she  was  treated  accordingly,  bnt  with  no  other 
result  than  a  mitigation  of  pain  and  tenderness  vhiw 
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tlw  ibdoBiea  and  lower  extremities  continued  to  swell, 
with  IttGneasiBg  ezbanstion  of  the  whole  ■jstem. 

On  obMnring  the  growing  anastomoses  and  enUu^* 
fiNat  of  the  abdominal  and  mammary  reins,  our  views 
of  peritonitis  became  modified,  for  it  was  evident  there 
WM  some  obsiniction  iu  the  abdomen  to  the  due  return 
of  Uood  to  the  heart.  This  diversion  of  blood  to  the 
poipheiy  of  the  trunk  was  at  first  attributed  to  the 
ceuter*pressure  of  the  abdominal  effusion,  so  rapidly 
fcaoated  under  great  resistance  from  the  enclosing 
pvielcsy  on  the  inferior  cava  and  renal  veins,  and 
bcfDBd  this  we  bad  no  farther  data  for  speculation,  as 
the  patient  had  no  ulcers  nor  varices  in  her  legs,  nor 
hedihe  been  for  some  time  previously  parturient.  Our 
diigDQsis  at  length  became  more  doubtful,  and  I  may 
«f  nhterted,  when  on  parsoentesis  the  effused  fluid 
vii  found  limpid,  without  any  shreds,  flakes,  or  albu- 
arisoos  granules,  while  it  was  observed,  subsequently 
to  the  operation*  that  the  enlarged  anastomosing  ves- 
flb  la  the  outward  integuments  did  not  in  any  marked 
degree  subade.  The  case  was  thus  left  for  an  oppor- 
tuity  of  nature  revealing  her  own  secrets  and 
lymraone. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  record  of  the  iiupeeUcn, 
Alt  the  principal  ledons  worth  notice  were  found  in 
fteparaleat  cyst  of  the  liver,  and  in  the  vena  cava, 
ibr  the  length  of  about  six  inches  below  the  diaphragm, 
ttsMag  of  adherent  shreds  and  plugs  of  lymph, 
ilosg  with  coagula,  extending  into  the  renal  and 
lubsr  veins,  and  scattered  depdts  of  pus,  but  especially 
vhcre  the  caval  vein  just  entered  within  the  tendinous 
yiHus  of  the  diaphragm,  and  was  joined  by  tlie 
hepitie  veins.  It  was  now  evident  that  there  were 
lofteient  appearances  in  the  state  and  contents  of 
Ihe  Teaa  cava  to  occasion  most  serious,  if  not  total 
obilraetaon  to  the  returning  current  of  the  blood,  and 
tkit  Mch  obstmction  was  the  cause  of  death.  The 
iBfortsBt  question,  however,  arises, — What  occasioned 
tUi  aortal  affection  of  the  vein  ?  Was  the  lesion 
hidepeiidsnt  in  its  origin,  nninflaenced  by  any  pre- 
VMss  sffection  of  the  bowels  ?  or  was  it  caused  by 
ijBpathic  phlogosis  with,  or  on  actual  absorption 
of  pas  from,  the  cyst  of  pus  in  the  liver  ?  Considering 
^  leldom  veins  do  inflame  or  suppurate  in  the 
>hiaice  of  injury  to  themselves  or  their  branches,  or 
ofil^  focus  of  pus  within  reach  of  their  circulation, 
iBd  alM>  considering  the  near  allocation  of  the  hepatic 
^  ta  the  portion  of  the  vein  that  was  most  affected, 
vhieh  exhibited  pus  very  similar  to  that  in  the  cyst, 
it  most  be  inferred  that  there  was  an  intimate  morbid 
^^BBSdion;  and  the  question  is,— Which  waa  the 
I^Bvy  Wsiott  that  stood  in  the  relation  of  cause  to 
>>  cAct?  The  density  of  the  walls  of  the  purulent 
^  and  Its  appearance  of  some  chronicity,  compared 
^  the  iibimentotis  and  shreddy  condition  of  the 
lyBpb,  mixed  with  interrupted  cysts,  in  the  vein,  and 
^  fwikAt  exndatioiit  of  interspaaed  pus,  which,  at 


the  upper  part  of  the  cava  was  to  the  extent  of  two 
to  three  teaspoonfuls,  led  to  the  inference,  that  the 
lesion  of  the  vein  was  posterior  to  the  formation  of 
the  purulent  cyst  in  the  liver,  and  that  the  phlebitis 
of  the  cava,  was,  moreover,  either  caused  by  pus  being 
transmitted  from  the  cyst  by  the  hepatic  veins,  or  by 
mere  proximity  of  morbid  action,  as  the  two  lesions 
were  in  very  close  collocation  of  parts. 

It  may  be  worth  speculation  to  inquire,  how  was  the 
purulent  cyst  occasioned  ?  To  fathom  its  initial  steps, 
the  inner  surface  of  the  ileum  and  colon  was  examined  ; 
but  beyond  what  I  have  noted,  no  adequate  causation 
could  there  be  placed,  whatever  abrasion  or  mucous 
ulceration  might  once  have  existed. 

In  referring  to  the  history  of  tht  case,  w&  find  that 
the  patient  had  been  complaining  of  a  pain  in  the 
right  hypochondrium,  for  which  a  blister  was  applied, 
on  the  20th  of  August,  being  about  nine  weeks 
before  her  death.  Though  this  pain  was  in  a  short 
time  relieved,  and  was  not  specially  complained  of 
afterwards,  there  is  every  proliabOity,  from  what  was 
observed  in  the  liver  on  inspection,  that  at  that  period 
the  local  phlogosis  had  commenced  in  this  viscus,  that 
eventually  terminated  in  the  purulent  cy^t.  A  remote 
consideration  then  arises,  whether  this  topical  affection 
of  the  liver  was  purely  indigenous  and  original,  or 
was  owing  to  purulent  metastasis  from  some  of  the 
othier  chylopoietic  viscera.  In  the  absence  of  any 
derangement  of  the  stomach  or  bowels  for  the  first 
six  days  she  was  in  the  hospital,  beyond  those  of  a 
simple  character,  (rheomatism  being  her  chief  com- 
plaint,) and  failing  of  any  exact  knowledge  of  her  state 
of  health  before  admission,  we  are  led  to  infer  that  the 
local  phlogosis  of  the  liver  was  idiopathic,  and  in- 
dependent of  any  metastasis  of  purulent  inflammation, 
or  of  absorption  of  pus  from  the  intestines  or  other 
organs,  through  the  medium  of  the  vena  ports. 

Taking  then,  this  view  of  the  primary  state  of 
the  case,  and  that  the  pnmlent  cyst  in  the  liver 
had  been  slowly  fomiiag  or  of  soom  standing,  we 
have  next  to  consider  how  the  vena  cava  came  to 
be  affected;  for  the  lesion  of  this  vessel  and  its  con- 
tents had  every  appearance  of  being  acute  and  com- 
paratively recent.  The  cyst  being  situate  very  closely 
to  one  of  the  large  hepatic  veins,  though  no  ulcerous 
nor  other  communication  was  discovered  between  these 
cavities,  and  from  the  cyst  also  being  in  that  part  of 
the  liver  close  to  the  notch  for  the  vena  cava,  there 
seems  little  difficulty  in  attributing  the  lesion  of  the 
cava  to  either  a  venous  absorption  of  pus  from  the  cyst, 
or  to  a  radiant  irritation  and  inflammation  from  it.  I 
should  be  inclined  to  assign  the  lesion  of  the  great 
vein  to  the  agency  of  pmmlent  transmission  and  con- 
tamination. We  know  what  disturbance  and  adynamic 
pbenomema  are  occasioned  by  pus  getting  into  the 
veins,  either  from  purulent  ulcers  or  wounds  in  the 
extremities,  or  from  the  iliac  and  hypogastric  veins  in 
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eiaet  of  puerperal  phlebitis,  and  therefore'I  need  not 
enlarge  apoa  them,— loffioe  it  to  say,  at  far  as  our  case 
is  concemedi  that  that  part  of  the  vena  cara  opposite 
the  hepatic  veins  seemed  to  have  advaaeed  most  in  the 
eonseqnential  lesions.  It  was  at  this  spot  and  imme- 
diately below  the  diaphragm  that  the  most  perfect 
dep6t  of  pus  was  found,  while  lower  down  the  pus 
shaded  off  intermingled  with  lymphous  shreds  and  clots, 
and  thence  coagula  of  blood  intermixed  with  fibrinous 
shreds  closely  adhering  to  the  inner  coat,  and  irregu- 
larly filling  the  veinsi  terminated  the  lesion  at  the 
inferior  part,  to  within  a  short  space  of  the  bifurcation. 

How  far  death  was  specially  occasioned  by  the  toxic 
effect  of  the  small  quantity  of  pus  that  would  thus 
likely  find  its  way  into  the  general  circulation,  or  from 
the  effects  of  the  great  abdominal  effusion  and  csdema 
of  the  limbs  on  the  vital  and  nutrient  organs,  it  may 
not  be  easily  absolutely  to  state.  That  the  one  lesion 
materially  assisted  the  other  in  bringing  on  so  rapidly  the 
mortal  event  is  very  probable,  as  they  were  severally  of  a 
very  grave  nature.  I  should  however,  be  inclined  to 
attribute  the  acceleration  of  death  more  to  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  vital  and  organic  functions  from  the 
fluid  pressure,  conjoined  with  the  very  probable  con- 
taininatioo  of  the  systemic  blood  by  even  a  small 
quantity  of  pus,  than  to  the  mere  obstruction  of  the 
retumiug  blood  in  the  vena  eaou  ;  for  the  vicarious  and 
collateral  circulation  by  the  integumental  vessels 
teemed  to  have  been  well  established,  and  there  are 
•everal  instances  on  record,  where  this  collateral 
circulation  had  been  observed  to  go  on  for  a  much 
longer  period,  (and  where  death  was  obviously  asoer^ 
taioed  to  be  caused  by  the  direct  effects  of  other 
diseases,  as  in  the  kidneys,  though  almost  complete 
organic  or  chronic  obstruction  had  been  detected  in 
the  9€na  ema  ufftrior  after  death. 

Whichever  of  these  several  lesions  had  the  greater 
share  in  anticipating  the  fatal  issue,  the  case  is  very 
interestiag,  and  as  far  as  my  researches  have  extended 
is  a  peculiar  one.  Instances  of  obstructed  ctrculatioa 
in  the  cava  inferior  are  recorded  by  Baillie,  Reynaud, 
Wilson*  and  Cline;*  and  also  by  Rayer,  Bright, 
Cmveilhier,  and  Dr.  Barlow,t  in  all  of  which  the 
obstruction  was  found  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
either  organic  and  impervious  contraction  of  the  coats 
of  the  vessel,  fibrinous  or  bloody  coagula,  tumours  of 
different  kinds  pressing  on  the  cava,  or  from  fungoid  or 
medullary  deposits  in  the  vessel.  I  h^ve  not  been  able 
to  meet  widi  any  case  where  pwultni  phlebitis  was 
detected,  nor  any  deposits  of  pus,  either  independent 
or  metastatic.  In  looking  over  the  details  of  these 
cases,  it  is  curious  to  see  that  the  blood  ia  its  return  to 
tlie  heart  did  not  always  work  out  for  itself  the  same 
circuitous  route,  depending  no  doubt  on  the  extent 

*  Sdin.  Med.  aad  Surg.  Joum.,  Vol.  U. 
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downwards  of  the  more  or  less  perfect  occlosioaof  the- 
inferior  cava. 

In  Dr.  Baillie's  case  the  returning  blood  found  its 
way  to  the  heart  by  the  lumbar  and  aiygos  veins. 

In  Mr.  Wilson's  case,  as  the  obstruction  had  extended- 
down  to  both  sets  of  the  iliacs,  the  recurrent  blood  had 
worked  out  a  path  through  the  vena  padica  into  the 
inferior  mesenteric  veins,  and  thence  into  the  vena 
portss,  through  the  liver  to  the  heart,  a  small  portion  of 
the  cava  iaferior  remaialng  pervious.  Mr.  Wilson  refers 
to  two  similar  cases  in  women  dying  after  delivery. 

In  M.  Reyaaud's  and  Mr.  Cline's  eases,  the  vicarious 
circulation  was  effected  by  the  abdominal  and  thoracic 
veins,  as  in  the  case  now  submitted  to  the  profession. 

Dr.  Peacock  relates  a  very  interesting  case  in  the 
last  volume  of  the  **  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions," 
wherein  the  abdomen  and  limbs  were  much  swelled 
for  a  month  before  death,  and  the  patient  died  of 
hismatemesis  and  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  Oa 
inspection  the  liver  was  found  free  from  disease,  but  it 
weighed  only  twenty-foar  ounces,  though  the  subject, 
a  female,  was  47  years  of  age.  The  kidneys  were  ia 
an  advanced  stage  of  degeneration.  Coagula  filled  the 
cava,  from  the  iliac  veins  to  within  an  inch  and  a  half 
from  the  diaphragm,  and  at  this  part  the  vein  was  coo« 
tracted  to  an  impervious  ligamentous  cord.  The  sper- 
matic veins  were  large  and  firm,  and  the  vena  asygos, 
major  and  minor,  were  unusually  large.  The  veins  of 
the  integuments  of  the  abdomen  were  not  enlarged, 
and  Dr.  Peacock  saw  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  epi- 
gastric, thoracic,  or  mammary  veins  contributed  to 
form  collateral  channels  to  the  returning  blood.  No 
pus  was  anywhere  discovered.  He  considered  the  dis- 
ease inflammatory,  but  it  was  not  easy  to  assign  its 
period.  He  supposed  death  to  have  been  occasioned 
by  the  renal  disease. 

In  Hasse's  **  Pathological  Anatomy,"  translated  by  Dr. 
Swaine,  (Sydenham  Society,)  there  is  a  very  full  expo- 
sition of  phlebitis  in  general,  as  well  as  iu  affecting 
the  vena  etasa ;  but  nowhere  is  mention  made  of  a  case 
similar  to  the  one  above  described,  or  as  connected 
with  purulent  cysts  in  the  liver.  So  far  as  rhenmatisn 
has  any  pathological  agency  or  relation  to  the  disease^ 
there  is  notice  quoted  of  a  case  where  it  seemed  to  give 
rise  to  phlebitis  and  obstruction  in  the  hypogaifric 
veins  of  a  male.  Hasse,  however,  observes,  that 
"  phlebitis  from  rheumatic  affections  is  less  prone  to 
purulent  formations  than  to  plastie  exudations,"  though 
in  another  part  he  says,  **  that  la  a  great  majority  of 
iastaaces  phlebitis  inevitably  leads  to  suppuration." 

I  may  here  mention,  though  I  have  not  noticed  any 
analogous  obstructions  occurring  in  the  vena  cava 
superior,  a  very  remarkable  case  of  a  patient  that  was 
presented  by  Dr.  Carson,  at  the  Medical  Meeting  at 
Newton,  laat  summer,*  after  the  patient  being,  witk 
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mocIfprolwbiUty,  cured  of  the  pathognomonic  symp- 
toms, arising  from  obstrnction  in  the  upper  cara.  The 
diieaae  seemed  to  bare  been  well  diagnosed,  and  at  the 
period  of  eiblbition,  being  twelve  months  after  the 
sadden  and  painful  atUck,  the  man  appeared  in  robust 
health.    His  complexion  was,  however,  of  a  dark  hue. 
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1S46,  be  was  able  to  resume  his  duties  and  preached 
frequently  with  no  inconvenience. 

On  the  30th  of  June  he  came  to  tell  me  that  white 
stooping  in  his  garden  some  days  previously,  a  montlH' 
ful  of  blood  had  come  up,  and  his  cough  had  retuAV^.^*' 

July  10th.    He  now  expectorated  mnco-purdMtaT^ 


ties,  and  of  the  anterior  tmnk,  were  dilated,  while 
niDS  as  large  as  a  swan-quill  proceeded  over  the 
anterior  part  of  the  cb'est,  to  a  tortuous  cluster  of  ves- 
sels in  the  epigastrium.  Prom  tliis  cluster  also  ran 
large  veins  to  the  groin,  and  the  course  of  the  blood  in 
all  these  vessels  was,  from  above  downwards,  the  very 
rererse  to  what  obtained  in  our  fatal  case. 

I  am  afraid  that  I  have  enlarged  too  much  upon  this 
single  case,  but  from  its  variety,  if  not  from  its  being 
nearly  unique  in  its  special  origin,  it  is  presumed  it 
may  be  somewhat  interesting,  as  shewing  the  powerful 
yet  ineiTectual  struggles  of  nature  to  overcome  one  of 
the  most  serious  spontaneous  lesions  that  can  occur  in 
the  body.  It  is  also  one  of  those  cases  that  shews  us, 
that  the  difficulty  of  a  special  diagnosis  is  equalled  by 
the  inefficacy  of  our  means  of  cure  or  much  relief, 
even  provided  such  lesions  were  as  palpable  as  they  are 
obflcnre. 


and  the  veins  of  the  forehead,  neck,  and  upper  extremi-    ^^^^  ®^  ^^"'®  ^^  °°  ^®^f  >  **>«  P^^w  ^m  »oie  npid 
•     -   -  &Q<i  emaciation  proceeded  rapidly. 

15th.  He  had  slightly  improved  under  the  tonic 
treatment  again. 

August  10th.  I  saw  him  with  another  practi- 
tioner, who  had  occasionally  visited  him.  We  could 
discover  nothing  amiss  in  the  lungs,  and  he  coincided 
with  my  diagnosis. 

24th.  Still  very  ill ;  still  nothing  to  be  detected 
in  the  lungs. 

September  3rd.  Since  last  visit  he  had  complained 
much  of  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  right  side,  on 
which  he  could  not  lie;  decubitus  on  the  back;  tiie 
cough  was  very  troublesome  j  the  expectoration  puru- 
lent  and  jfetid.  The  lower  part  of  the  right  side  of 
the  chest  was  now  decidedly  dull  on  percussion;  tho 
expiratory  murmur  very  rough,  loud,  interrupted 
by  occasional  large  moist  sounds.  The  voice  anteriorly 
at  that  part  was  tubular  and  snuffling;  pulse  90; 
respirations  36;  skin  cool;  emaciation  great;  appetittt 
good. 

7th.  I  put  him  under  \s  coarse  of  the  iodide  of  iitnu 

16tli.  A  little  better,  I  could  detect  no  moist  soandt 
in  the  long. 

October  6th.  Very  much  improved ;  getting  round, 
he  hoped  quit^  as  be  had  done  last  year.  He  still 
coughed  and  the  expectoration  became  fetid  after 
standing  some  time. 

31st.  He  came  to  ask  my  permission  to  resume  hb 
duties,  as  he  felt  quite  well.  I  withheld  it  howevoc^ 
and  he  continued  to  improve  throughout  November 
and  the  first  weeks  of  December. 

On  the  4tfa,  and  again  on  the  6th  of  January,  he  had 
severe  rigors,  and  on  the  8tb   I  found  him  mucii 


CASE  OP   HEPATIC  ABSCESS    COMMUNICA- 
TING  WITH  THE  LUNGS. 

By  John  Barclay,   M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  Leicester. 

A.B.,  aged  41,  Dissenting  Minister  at  a  village  in 
this  county,  first  applied  to  me  on  the  18th  October, 
1845.  His  complexion  was  dark,  his  form  spare,  and 
his  kN>k  cachectic.  His  general  health  had  been  good, 
ttd  he  then  complained  of  slight  abdominal  pain. 


which  was  relieved  by  gentle  stimulant  tonics.    On  _     .  _._ ^^ 

the  15th  of  November,  he  was  brought  to  me  much  wone,  in  bed,  with  acute  pain  at  the  superior  part  of 
'  He  had  had  severe  rigors  and  had  afterwards  ^^  abdomen^  the  cough  very  tronbleiome;  muds 

exhaustion  and  debility;  pulse  irritable,  small  and 

weak. 

12tb.  I  found  him  jaundiced  all  over;  urine  dark; 
stools  scanty;  cough  very  bad,  and  expectora^oA 
mnco-purulent;  much  dulness  and  large  moistaounds  «C 
lower  part  of  right  side. 

16th.  Peritoneal  inflammation  had  evidently  nov 
arisen,  and  the  pain  was  most  intense  on  the  leftside. 

17th.  Blistering  had  relieved  the  pain  oonsidermbly« 
but  he  was  evidently  sinking,  and  unable  to  expecio- 
rate  from  weakness.    He  died  on  the  18th. 

Post-mortem  examination  thuty  honrs  jfter  death. 
Body  jaundiced  deeply,  and  considerablyemaciated ; 
the  pleuns  of  the  left  side  were  slightiy  adherent,  bet 
the  lung  was  healthy;  the  heart  was  pushed  over  coe- 
siderably  to  the  right  side ;  the  upper  lobe  of  the  rigkl 
lung  was  healthy,  but  the  pleurss  weie  adherent  in  their 
whole  extent;  the  middle  and  lower  lobes  were  veiy 
much  condensed  and  contracted,  adhering  to  the  libe 
by  very  old  strong  fibrous  connections^  and  qeile 


spit  up  hair  ft  pint  of  matter. 

N^v.  2Ut.  I  saw  him  at  home  with  the  surgeon 
who  had  attended  him.  The  auscultatory  signs  were 
quite  natural;  there  was  no  dulness,  no  resonance  of 
voice,  no  moist  sounds  anywhere  to  be  heard,  and  both 
loDgs  expanded  properly.  He  continued  to  expecto- 
rate a  very  large  quantity  of  most  offensive  pus,  which 
came  up  in  mouthfuls.  From  all  the  symptoms,  I 
formed  a  diagnosis  of  an  abscess  in  the  liver,  communi- 
esting  with  the  lungs  throngb  the  diaphragm.  I  put 
^  on  a  tonic  plan  of  treatment,  and  bid  him  hope,  as 
it  was  ael  ^  consumption." 

Bceember  11th.  I  saw  him  again  at  home.  The 
^naciatiott  was  now  extreme;  the  expectoration  con« 
tioned  in  large  quantity,  and  most  offensive.  Though 
lut  friends  had  aO  given  him  up,  I  continued  firm  in  a 
livoQrable  prognosis,  as  by  another  carefully-conducted 
ttMnination  I  could  detect  no  lesion  of  the  lung  ;  and 
from  thU  day  he  began  to  improve.  He  rapidly 
gttned  flesh  and  strength,  so  that  in  April  and  May, 
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incorporated  with  the  diaphragm.  When  cut  into  at  the 
lower  part  it  appeared  a  homogeneous  masa  of  con- 
deued  cellular  tiaane,  in  which  the  bronchi  were  aeen 
flU^  with  a  aanions  purulent  matter.  In  contact  with 
Hn^miiteniMX  tissue  of  the  diaphragm  were  several 
vregwJar  ulcerated  cavities  filled  with  the  same  sanious 
pus.  The  upper  surface  of  the  liver  was  adherent  in  its 
whole  extent  to  the  diaphragm;  in  some  places  the 
adhesions  seemed  recent,  hut  particularly  at  the  spot 
corresponding  tt>  the  abscesses  in  the  lung,  they  were 
very  firm,  and  evidently  of  long  standing.  When  cut 
into  the  substance  of  t\^  viscus  was  seen  to  be  quite 
infiltrated  with  numerous  small  and  some  large  absces- 
ses, filled  with  unhealthy  fetid  pus ;  it  was  considerably 
enlarged  and  very  convex.  The  peritoneal  inflammation 
liad  extended  to  the  spleen,  nearly  Che  whole  surface  of 
which  was  covered  with  recently-exuded  lymph.  The 
other  viscera  were  healthy, 

^^^— — ^— »l  -■!■■■  .1111  I.I  . 
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CLINICAL  REPORTS  OF  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OF  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESQ. 

By  Pbtxb.  Hinckis  Bird,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

« 

(^Contimud  Jrom  page  42.) 
Cabb  XX. 

CAftCXNOM A.  or  THE  MAMMA. 

Mary  Ann  Mason,  aged  49,  admitted  into  the 
Queens'  Hospital,  May  29th,  1846,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Sands  Cox,  to  have  the  operation  for  the  removal 
ci  the  breast  performed.  She  is  unmarried,  and  of 
spare  habit.  She  states  that  last  November  she  first 
perceived  a  small  tumour  on  the  left  breast,  accom- 
panied with  a  sharp  darting  pain;  the  tumour  was  at 
first  moveable,  but  afterwards  became  fixed,  and  the 
Bipple  gradually  became  retracted;  it  was  lanced 
abont  three  months  ago,  since  which  time  it  has 
rapidly  increased  in  size;  it  has  been  much  inflamed 
lately,  and  poultices  have  been  applied;  the  dischaige 
from  it  has  never  been  fetid ;  has  bled  much  at  times. 
She  states  that  she  has  got  much  thinner  lately,  but 
lias  no  cough ;  her  parents  are  both  alive  and  enjoy 
good  health ;  she  is  not  aware  that  she  ever  received 
•  blow  on  the  part ;  is  very  anxious  to  have  the  breast 
removed. 

PremU  Staie.^^On  examination,  the  breast  presents 
a  large  open  wound  with  fungous  granulations,  and 
an  inflamed  irregular  margin;  it  discharges  a  thin, 
but  notwOffei^ve,  matter,  which  does  not  excoriate 
the  neighboimg  parts;  the  parts  surrounding  the 
wound  feel  hard ;  the  nipple  is  slightly  retracted,  and 
the  Integnment  puckered;  complains  of  occasional, 
not  severe*  lancinating  pains,  as  if  "strings  were 
pulling;"  no  enlargement  of  the  axillary  glands  can 
be.  discovered ;  has  no  cough;  sleeps  pretty  well, 
occasionaUy  disturbed  by  the  pain;  appetite  good; 
bowels  open  ;  tongue  clean ;  pulse  pretty  strong,  86. 


June  1st.  The  breast  was  removed  this  momingjby 
Mr.  Cox  in  the  following  manner : — ^The  patient  being 
placed  on  a  well-cushioned  chair,  and  the  pectoral 
muscle  being  rendered  tense  by  an  assistant  keeping 
the  arm  back,  two  semicircular  incisions  were  made, 
meeting  at  their  extremities,  including  the  wholfe  of 
the  diseased  mass,  and  the  suspicious  integument,  the 
direction  of  the  wound  being  made  obliquely  down- 
wards and  inwards;  the  entire  mass  was  directed  out, 
and  every  suspicfous  atom  carefully  removed;  three 
vessels  required  ligatures;  the  lower  part  of  the  pec- 
toralis  ma}or  muscle,  to  which  part  of  the  diseased 
mass  was  attached,  was  completely  exposed  to  view 
during  the  dissection.  The  patient  bore  the  operation  ' 
with  stoic  firmness ;  the  wound  was  after  a  litde  tine 
lightly  dressed,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed. 

Exammatim  ofth$  Breast, — On  being  cut  into,  the 
diseased  mass  afforded  considerable  resistance  to  the 
knife',  and  gave  the  squeak  peculiar  to  scirrhus ;  septa 
were  seen  diverging  from  the  centre  to  the  anrround* 
ing  parts;  in  various  parts  of  the  breast  were  also 
several  cysts,  containing  a  yeUowish  serous  fluid; 
these  cysts  occupied  the  place  of  the  true  glandular 
structure.  A  small  portion  of  the  scirrhous  mass  under 
the  microscope  presented  the  cells  peculiar  to  it, 
embedded  in  their  stroma. 

June  3rd.  Sleeps  well  at  night;  complains  of  slight 
pain  in  the  wound,  which  looks  healthy. 

10th.  Doing  well ;  granulations  healthy ;  no  lanci- 
nating pain  in  the  wound;  no  swelling  of  the  axillary 
glands ;  appetite  good ;  getting  stronger. 

20th.  The  wound  is  granulating  over,  and  presents 
a  healthy  appearance ;  health  improved. 

July  3rd.  Doing  well;  cicatrization  is  rapidly 
proceeding. 

23rd.  Nearly  healed  over;  complains  of  no  pain  in 
the  wound ;  no  swelling  of  the  axillary  glands. 

28th.  Quite  healed;  health  much  improved;  looks 
better,  and  is  decidedly  fatter ;  no  cough.  Discharged 
cured. 

Of  the  organic  affections  to  which  the  female  breast 
is  liable,  cancer  is  incomparably  the  most  common  and 
the  most  important;  the  scirrhous  species  is  by  far  the 
most  frequent;  the  encephaloid  but  rarely  occurs; 
while  colloid,  especially  as  constituting  the  mass  of  a 
tumour,  is  excessively  uncommon. 

It  is  said  to  be  of  more  frequent  occurrence  in 
women  who  have  not  home  children,  whether  married 
or  single,  than  in  mothers.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  thinks 
it  very  probable  that  the  natural  change  which  the 
breast  undergoes  in  the  secretion  of  milk,  has  some 
power  in  preventing  this  disease ;  he  knew  one  indi- 
vidual, however,  with  this  disease,  who  had  been  preg- 
nant seventeen  times.  Its  evolution  seems  connected 
with  the  disappearance  of  the  catamenia,  for  it  most  fre- 
quently appears  in  women  who  have  had  their  change  of 
life,  its  Qccurrence  before  the  age  of  30  being  extremely 
uncommon.  This  patient  was  in  -lier  49th  year. 
According  to  Sir  Charles  Bell,  scirrhus  of  the  breast 
belongs  to  that  period  of  life  when  the  uterine  func- 
tions cease ;  menstruation  becomes  irregular,  both  in 
respect  to  time  and  quantity;   long  intervals  occurt 
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after  which  the  discharge  ia  profiue,  with  uDoaual  dii- 
tarhaoce  of  the  general  ayatem,  The  great  sympathy 
hetween  the  atema  and  the  mamma  ia  very  remarkable; 
aod  npon  this  aympatby  the  alTection  of  the  mamma 
doea,  in  a  great  meaamre,  depend,  Mr.  Carmichael 
haa,  however,  aeen  acirrhoa  of  both  mammn  in  a  child, 
aged  12;  and  Sir  Everard  Home  relates  a  caae  in 
which  it  occnrred  at  the  age  of  15.  On  the  other 
hand,  penona  of  the  moat  advanced  age  are  not  exempt 
from  the  chance  of  ita  development*  Dr.  Walahe 
rriatea  the  caae  of  a  female  under  his  care  who  waa 
nearly  70;  Sir  Aatley  Cooper  haa  aeen  the  diaeaae  in 
a  female,  aged  86 ;  and  Grnveilbier  maintains  that 
aach  facta  are  of  almost  too  frequent  occurrence  to  be 
looked  on  aa  eioeptionaL 

According  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Aatley  Cooper, 
adrrhna  of  the  breast  occopiea  from  two  to  three 
yeara  in  growing,  and  from  aix  months  to  two  yeara 
in  deatrojing  life ;  but  in  thia  caae,  the  patient  only 
perceived  it  aeven  montha  previooa  to  ita  extirpation. 
Thia  caae  ia  alao  remarkable  for  the  abaeuoe  of  paio, 
which  waa  never  much  complained  of,  and  waa  aeldom 
attended  with  exacerbationa ;  the  caae  is  aiao  peculiar  on 
account  of  the  number  of  cyata  which  occupied  the 
aufaetance  of  the  breaat. 

The  reanlta  of  the  operation  for  the  extirpation  of 
cancer  are  very  naliavourahle.  Mr.  Mayo'a  experience* 
haa  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that,  "  after  amputation 
of  a  acirrhoua  breaat,  tmder  th/B  mMiftmowrabU  eireum* 
f^MCfe,  that  ia  to  aay,  when  the  operation  ia  perform^ 
at  the  earlieat  period  at  iriiieh  the  atmctnral  character 
of  the  diaeaae  haa  declared  itaelf  in  the  gland,  no  other 
part  being  3^t  invaded  by  it,  and  the  diseased  structure 
being  entirely  removed,  I  believe  that  m  mnety-nint 
coMf  cmi  ftf  a  hundred  tJU  dUeue  reittnu  either  in  the 
dcatrixy  or  in  the  axillary  or  subclavian  glands.  The 
operation,  therefore,  cannot  be  performed  with  any 
reasonable  proapect  of  aaving  the  patient  eventually 
from  the  diaease."  Dr.  Macfarlaoe  atates  that  he  haa 
''never  aeen  a  caae,  «Mn^(^mo##>%«oiira^fo<2efcH|^ 
^ion,  in  wMek  the  dieeaee  did  not  return^  although  every 
precaution  waa  adopted  to  render  the  operation  aoc- 
eessfaL**  Dr.  Alacfarlane  refers  to  118  cases,  and 
although  in  the  majority  the  parts  were  freely  and 
extensiTely  removed,  at  an  early  period,  and  under  the 
most  favourable  circumatancea,  in  many  inatanoea  no 
diatinct  indication  of  conatitutional  deterioration  being 
preaent,  yet  in  ail  the  diaeaae  returned  both  externally 
aad  internally,  and  proved  fatal. 

What  then,  are  the  caaea  in  which  amputation  of 
a  acirrhoua  mamma  may  be  deemed  proper?  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie  givea  the  following  reply: — '* When 
the  akin  ia  perfectly  sound— when  the  nipple  ia  not 
retncted — when  there  ia  no  diaeaaed  gland  in  the 
aiilUi— when  there  ia  no  aign  of  internal  miachief— > 
when  there  ia  no  adheaion  of  the  breaat  to  the  parte 
bdow— and  when  the  patient  ia  not  very  much  ad- 
vanced in  life,  I  ahonld  aay,  that  there  ia  a  reaaonable 
chance  of  an  operation  effecting  a  cure.  I  do  not  intend 
to  say  that  in  all  expected  eases  there  will  be  a  per- 
iMnent  cure,  far  from  it;  but  there  will  be  in  some 

> 
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instances,  and  the  chance  of  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  you  in  recommending  the  patient  to  submit 
to  the  operation.  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing* 
that  several  persons  on  whom  I  have  operated  under 
these  circumstances,  are  now  alive  and  well,  but  who 
would  certainly  have  been  dead  long  since,  had  I  not 
had  recourse  to  iL" 

I  may  here  remark,  that  the  treatment  this  patient 
received  three  months  previous  to  her  sdmission  into  the 
hospital  was  unwarrantable  in  the  extreme ;  no  man, 
who  understands  his  profession,  would  ever  think  of 
thrusting  his  lancet  into  a  scirrhous  breast;  for  thia 
imprudent  act  caused  in  this  case,  by  the  irritation  it 
produced,  the  rapid  increase  in  the  tumour,  and  the 
throwing  out  of  an  extensive  fungus,  which,  by  fe« 
peated  bleedings,  was  enfeebling  the  patient. 

Cabi  XXI. 

COMPOUND  VBAOTUnn  OF  BOTH  THI0B8  AND  LIOS. 

Samuel  Hare,  aged  40,  labourer  on  the  Glouoester 
railway,  admitted  into  the  Queen'a  Hoapital,  oa 
Jnly  S9th,  1846,  at  half-paat  five  o'clock,  p.m.  II 
is  stated  that  about  an  hour  previously,  a  loaded 
Inggage  train  passed  over  the  lower  part  of  his  body; 
he  did  not  lose  much  blood  at  the  time. 

When  admitted  he  waa  in  a  complete  atate  of  proa- 
tration,  with  cold  skin,  weak  alow  pulae.  On  examine* 
tion,  there  waa  found  compound  fracturea  of  both  lega 
and  thigha,  with  a  large  lacerated  wound  on  the  right 
thigh;  veiy  alight  oozing  of  blood  from  the  wound* 
Stimulanta  were  administered,  but  he  gradually  sank, 
and  expired  at  twenty  minutes  past  six  o'clock,  p.m. 

On  poet'fnorlem  examination  the  next  morning,  the 
following  extensive  injury  was  discovered  i— A  com* 
pound  comminuted  fracture  of  the  right  femur,  ahout 
its  middle  third,  with  a  large  lacerated  wound,  extend* 
ing  more  than  six  inches  from  above  downwarda»  aod 
four  inehea  acroaa,  the  mnadea  beneath  on  the  inner 
aide  of  the  thigh  being  extenaively  lacerated  and  torn  ; 
comminuted  compound  fracture  of  the  right  tibia  and 
fibula,  the  former  bone  being  much  ahattered  at  the 
Junction  of  ita  middle,  with  ita  upper  third ;  a  lacerated 
wound  on  the  outer  aide  of  the  right  ankle,  and  ono 
alao  on  the  aole  of  the  foot;  a  compound  comminuted 
fracture  of  the  left  femur,  with  a  lacerated  wound  oC 
about  half  the  aiae  of  that  on  the  right;  a  veiy  ez« 
tenaive  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  both  the 
bonea  of  the  left  leg. 

No  wounda  or  fracture  of  any  other  part  of  the 
body  waa  diacovered ;  the  marks  made  by  the  eanriage 
wheela  are  very  evident  on  the  right  thigh. 


The  aevere  nature  of  the  accident  cauaed  in 
patient  auch  a  proatration  of  the  system,  that  re-actfon 
did  not  ensue;  had  he  revived  amputation  of  bolJk 
thighs  above  the  aeat  of  injury,  would  have  been  tho 
only  chance  left  for  recovery. 

{To  he  conftRMd.) 
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CASE  OF  EXOSTOSIS  OF  THE   TIBIA,  AND 

OPERATION. 

Bj  J.  Seddom,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  &c.,  lately  one  of 
the  Sargaons  to  the  North  Staffordshire  Infiznary. 

Joteph  Habball,  agricoltaral  labourer,  aged  21, 
■Mfried,  of  florid  complexion  and  healthy  appeanmce, 
VM  admitted  into  the  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary, 
Jaaiiary  6th,  1846.  Aboat  two  years  and  a  half  ago, 
his  attebtion  was  first  called  to  a  *<  lump'*  in  the  upper 
and  back  part  of  the  right  leg,  by  aneasiness  in  the 
part,  whioh  was  attended  with  occasional  numbness  in 
the  ankle ;  there  is  no  Tery  marked  swelling  of  the 
part,  bnt  the  mnscles  of  the  calf,  on  examination,  seem 
to  be  stretched,  and  a  hard  tomonr  can  be  felt  firmly 
mttached  to  the  npper  and  posterior  part  of  the  tibia. 
A  pulsating  blood.Tsssel  can  be  traced  on  the  outer 
•dge  of  the  tumour.  The  patient  thinks  the  swelling 
isay  ha? e  been  caused  by  leaping.  Leeches,  blisters, 
and  other  measures  had  been  resorted  to  before  his 
adttission.  He  was  directed  to  take  Potassii  lodidi, 
gr.  iT.,  twice  a  day,  and  he  had  a  strong  compound  iodine 
•Olntion  to  apply  to  the  tumour. 
'  This  plan  was  unremittingly  pursued  till  the  middle 
•f  April,  but  the  tumour  had  become  decidedly  larger, 
and  the  patient  was  now  suffering  considerable  pain. 
A  consultation  of  my  colleagues  was  therefore' called, 
when  I  submitted  for  their  consideration  a  proposal 
to  remove  the  tumour  by  excision ;  this  was  decided 
apon,  and  the  operation  undertaken,  May  2nd. 

A  {t96  incision,  commencing  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
poplitieal  space,  and  within  the  inner  hamstring,  was 
extended  about  four  inches  downwards,  on  the  inner 
edge  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and  parellel  with  it.  This 
was  continued  across  the  muscle,  and  carried  a  little 
apwards,  so  that  the  out  had  somewhat  of  a  hooked 
Iqypearanoe.  By  this  means,  a  flap  was  formed  of  the 
asaseles  of  the  calf,  which  was  turned  upwards;  two 
feleeding  TOssels  were  tied  at  this  stage  of  the  operation. 
The  tamonr  now  became  apparent,  covered  only  by  an 
axpaasion  -of  muscular  fibres.  The  house-surgeon, 
llr.  S.  Alford,  having  drawn  aside  the  vessels  and 
Bsrve,  by  means  of  a  hooked  copper  spatula,  the 
BBUSoalai  fibres  were  divided  so  as  to  expose  the 
tamonr  clearly ;  it  had  an  extensive  attachment  to  the 
tibia,  and  overhung  its  inner  edge,  so  as  to  fill  up  the 
interosseal  space  at  this  part.  By  means  of  a  chisel 
and  mallet  applied  to  its  inner  edge,  it  was  partially 
divided ;  the  chisel  was  then  worked  into  the  internal 
structure  of  the  tumour,  with  the  hand  alone,  and  by 
raising  the  handle  of  the  instrument,  the  bony  mass 
was  forced  from  its  attachment;  a  few  projecting  poinU 
ef  bone  were  removed  by  the  bone-nipper.  Some  lint 
having  been  applied  to  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  the 
muscular  flap  was  laid  down,  and  a  piece  of  lint  placed 
over  it,  and  this  being  retained  by  a  bandage  loosely 
applied,  the  patient  was  carried  to  his  bed.  Somat 
Tinct  Opii,  min.  xxv.  e  Mist  Camph.,  oz.  j.  staUm. 
fiydraig.  Chlor.,  gr.  iv.,  hora  somni. 

Tha  operation  was  effected  with  much  less  difficulty 


than  was  anticipated.  The  tumour  was  as  large  as  a 
middle-sized  potato,  had  a  nodulated  appearanee,  and 
a  flesh  colour,  having  somewhat  the  resemblanca  of 
large  granulations;  but  this  appearance  was  oaly 
sqperficial;  intomally  it  had  a  cancellated  bony  strac- 
ture.    The  diameter  of  its  base  was  nearly  three  inches. 

May  3rd.  The  limb  somewhat  swelled ;  the  bandage 
and  outer  dressings  were  removed,  and  lint  soaked  in 
warm  water  applied. 

4th.  Going  on  favourably;  some  fever;  bowels  hare 
not  been  moved.  Med.£fferv.  01.  Ricini,  oz.  ss.  Appl. 
Catapl.  Lini  vnlneri. 

6th.  Some  erythema  about  the  ankle.  Appl.  Catapl. 
Lini  parti  affectSB. 

12tb.  Going  on  well;  the  muscle  bulges  from  the 
wound,  but  has  a  healthy  granulating  appearance; 
general  health  good.  Middle  diet  White  lead  cerate 
spread  on  lint  applied  to  the  wound,  and  support  given 
by  a  bandage. 

17th.  Improving.  Lint  wet  in  sulphate  of  zinc  lotion 
applied  to  the  wound,  and  support  given  with  adhesive 
straps  and  bandage. 

From  this  time  the  patient  continued  to  improve. 
He  was  discharged  cured,  June  30th.  Soon  after  his 
discharge  he  resumed  his  employment  aa  a  farmer's 
servant  I  haye  lately  heard  of  him,  and  learn  that 
he  is  perfectly  well,  and  follows  his  employment 
without  inconvenienoe. 

The  difficulties  of  the  operation  whioh  presented 
themselves  to  myself  and  colleagues  before  it  was 
undertaken  ware :— First,  the  danger  of  wounding  the 
vessels  and  nerve,  passing  from  the  poplitieal  space ; 
secondly,  it  was  thought  possible  that  the  tumour 
might  extend  so  far  upwards  as  to  endanger  the  open- 
ing of  the  capsule  of  the  joint;  and  lastly,  if  the 
excrescence  were  ot  a  firm  texture  there  might  be 
considerable  difficulty  in  detaching  it  from  the  bone. 
However,  as  it  was  considered  that  ampntotion  of  the 
limb  would  soon  be  required  if  the  tumour  continued 
to  increase,  it  was  decided  to  undertake  ito  removal, 
having  first  apprized  the  patient  of  the  dffioultiet.and 
danger  of  the  case.  I  had  no  apprehension  that  the 
disease  was  of  a  malignant  character,  as  the  patient 
had  a  healthy  aapect,  and  his  general  health  bad 
always  been  good. 
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We  have  lately  had  our  attention  drawn  to  an 
important  docnment  from  Mr.  Chadwick,  which, 
although  addretfted  to  a  local  authority,  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Liverpool,  and  for  a  special 
purpose,  yet  contains  the  enunciation  of  sound 
principles,  of  general  application  in  reference 
to  the  subject  of  which  it  treats. 

This  document  Is  in  the  form  of  a  letter— a 
well-merited  testimonial  to  the  unwearied  seal, 
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teieireh,  and  talent  evinced  by  Dr.  W.  U. 
Duncan^  of  Liverpool^  in  his  labours  for  the 
sanatory  improvement  of  that  emporium  of  our 
commerce.    The  members  of  the  Association 
will  veil   remember  the  series  of   admirable 
papen  on  the  epidemic  fever  of  Liverpool,  by 
Dr.  Watson^  published  in  the  Journal  of  last 
year^  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  recal  the  details 
connected  with  the  sanatory  condition  of  the 
town  therein  recorded.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  our 
present  purpose  to  state>  that  among  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Health  of  Towns'  Committee^ 
to  which,  and  to  the  reports  made  to  the  Commis* 
sion  of  Inquiry,  it  is  mainly  owing  that    the 
attention  of  the  Government  and  the  Legislature 
has  been  drawn  to  the  subject,  the  information 
afforded  by  Dr.  Duncan  on  the  sanatory  condi- 
tion of  Liverpool  stands  prominent.    As  Mr. 
Chadwick,  in  the  letter  to  which  we  are  refer- 
'iog^  justly  states,  Dr.  Duncan's  report  on  the 
means  of  improving  the  health  of  the  population 
of  Liverpool  is  "  one  of  the   most   valuable 
pieces  of  service  that  have  in  their  own  time 
been  rendered  to  that  population."     This  he 
aubseqaently  characterises,  in  conjunction  with 
ether  similar  reports  by  Dr.  Amott,  Dr.  Kay, 
and  Dr.  Southwood  Smithy  Dr.  Laycock,  Mr. 
Roberton,   and    Mr.   P.   Holland,    Dr.  Lyon 
Playfair,Mr.Clay,Dr.  Shapter,  and  Mr.  Baker, 
on  the  sanatory  condition  of  the  metropolis,  of 
York,  Manchester,  Lancaster,  Preston,  Exeter, 
and  Leeds,  as  '^  reports  which  advance  the  new 
and  most  important  science  of  prevention,  and 
indicate  the  principles  of  a  course  of  measures, 
which,  if  they  be  completely  carried  out  under 
scientific  direction,  it  may  be  confidently  ex- 
pected will  do  more  for  the  improvement  of  the 
moral  as  weU  as  phy;Bical  condition  of  the  popu- 
lation   than  any  set  of  measures   that  have 
hitherto  been  presented  for  the  public  attention/' 
The    Corporation   of  Liverpool^  roused   at 
length  to  the  importance  of  attention  to  sanatory 
measures,  are  making  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  into  effect  those  improvements 
in  drainage,  ventilation,  &c.,  which  have  so  long 
and  so  loudly  been  called  for.    Some  details  as 
to  the  pressing  necessity  for  this  are  afforded  by 
Mr.  Chadwick  in  his  letter : — 

"It  appears,"  says  Mr.  Chadwick,  "that 
during  one  year  the  excess  in  number  of  deaths 
In  Liverpool  was  no  less  than  10,000  above  the 
general  average  mortality  of  the  country.  In 
the  year  when  Dr.  Play  fair  examined  Liverpool, 
with  other  towns  in  Lancashire,  the  excess  in 
the  number  of  deaths  in  Liverpool  above  the 
rate  of  mortality  in  Ulverstone>  in  the  same 
county,  was  8611.  The  loss  of  life  by  all  who 
died  thai  year,  as  compared  with  UlverstQne, 


was,  on  the  average,  twenty-one  years:— the 
loss  of  life  of  the  adults  who  died  in  Liverpool, 
as  compared  with  Ulverstone,  was  on  the  average, 
twelve  years  and  six  months  to  each  individuaL 
Supposing  the  lost  labour  of  these  adults  to  be 
worth  only  ten  shillings  per  week,  the  lost  pro- 
ductive labour  of  that  year  was,  demonstrably, 
a  loss  of  nine  hundred  thousand  pounds.  The 
loss  from  the  excess  of  sickness  which  accom- 
panies the  excessive  mortality, — supposing 
twenty  cases  of  sickness  to  one  death,  and  the 
expense  of  cure  or  alleviation  only  one  pound 
per  case,  must  have  been  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds : — the  loss  of  expense  from  the  excess  of 
funerals  alone»  at  only  five  pounds  per  funeral, 
must  have  been  eighteen  thousand  pounds  during 
that  one  year. 

**  Now,  there  were  at  the  time  of  the  census 
165,094  adults  in  Liverpool.  The  impending 
loss  of  life  to  each  of  these  adults  is  twelve 
years  and  a  half— that  is  to  say,  of  death  twelve 
years  and  a  half— before  others  whose  saiiatory 
condition  is  better,  will  have  to  submit  to  the 
general  doom.  Taking  this  premature  loss  of 
life  in  the  pecuniary  view  merely, — reckoning 
the  value  of  each  adult's  productive  labour 
at  no  more  than  ten  shillings  a  week,— the 
impending  loss  is  at  least  £S;^  per  adult 
individual." 

Such  is  the  loss  experienced  by  the  population 
of  Liverpool  in  life,  health,  and  productiveness. 
Let  us  now  see  what  are  the  arrangements 
which  are  to  be  made  to  meet  it.  Among  the 
foremost  of  these  is  the  establishment  of  an 
efficient  system  of  inspection  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  qualified  inspector.  The  actual 
extent  and  nature  of  the  evil  must  be  detected 
and  laid  bare  before  the  proper  remedies  can  be 
applied ;  and  these  again  require  to  be  indicated, 
the  best  mode  of  their  application  to  be  pointed 
out,  so  as  to  accomplish  the  end  proposed,  and 
their  working,  also,  to  be  superintended  by  com- 
petent persons. 

*'  The  subject  matters  of  the  attention  of  the 
officer  of  health,"  we  again  quote  from  Mr. 
Chadwick,  "  are  those  causes  which  affect  the 
condition  of  the  population  in  the  wholesale, 
causes  which  frequently  cannot  be  met  by 
separate  and  isolated  arrangements  In  single 
cases.  For  individual  cases,  alleviation  only  is 
in  general  available;  and  the  business  of  alle- 
viation or  cure,  now  engages  the  chief,  if  not 
the  sole,  occupation  in  the  borough  of  Liverpool 
of  twenty-seven  physicians,  325  surgeons  and 
apothecaries,  and  365  chemists  and  druggists." 

To  meet  this  requirement  the  wealthy  Corpo- 
ration of  Liverpool  proposes  the  appointment 
of  a  medical  inspector,  with  a  salary  of  £300 
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per  annam!  with  liberty  to  engage  in  private 
practice  ! !  In  reference  to  the  labours  of  Dr. 
Duncan,  Mr.  Chadwick  observes:-- 

*'  At  the  very  outset,  I  would  say  that  a  pen- 
sion of  £300  per  annum  would  be  but  a  sorry 
recompence  for  what  be  has  already  done  for  the 
population  of  Liverpool,  by  the  preparation  of 
the  two  reports  on  their  sanatory  condition." 

He  elsewhere  shews,  in  reference  to  the 
.proposed  amount  of  salary,  that— *' For  the 
more  important  business  of  prevention'-for 
investigating  and  indicating  the  removable 
or  preventible  causes  of  sickness  and  mortality, 
which  ravage  a  population  of  from  280,000, 
or  more,  of  persons,  it  appears  that  the  Corpo- 
ration propose  to  appoint  one  officer  only,  and 
to  pay  very  little  more  than  £l  per  thousand 
of  the  persons  whose  general  health  it  will 
be  his  business  to  protect,  by  indicating  the 
general  arrangements  requisite  for  that  pur- 
pose!"—and  that  the  proposed  expenditure  to 
ascertain  and  point  out  the  means  of  averting  the 
impending  loss  of  £325  per  adult  individual 
before  alluded  to,  is  ''  at  the  rate  of  half  a 
farthing  per  annum  for  each  adult." 

"  My  estimate,"  observes  Mr.  Chadwick,  "  of 
the  service  requisite  for  the  initiation  of  mea- 
sures of  prevention  in  Liverpool  was  of  three 
or  four  officers  of  health  at  the  least,  giving 
their  whole  time  to  the  service,  at  an  expense 
of  £2,200  per  annum,  which,  if  efficiently 
directed,  would  be  a  very  economical  expendi- 
ture, as  powerfully  tending  to  reduce  the  annual 
charge  of  £18,000  for  the  excess  of  funerals 
alone.  But  the  intended  compensation  for  the 
inadequate  pecuniary  provision,  for  the  services 
of  one  officer,  that  he  may  take  private  practice, 
is  entirely  destructive  of  all  efficiency,  even  if 
a  full  number  of  officers  were  appointed,  and 
the  remuneration  assigned  were  adequate." 

And  again,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
combining  private  practice  with  the  discharge  of 
public  duties  :— 

''Regular  private  practice  not  only  acts  con- 
stantly as  an  inducement  to  the  neglect  of 
regular  public  duties,  but  often  as  a  severe 
penalty  for  the  proper  performance  of  them.  In 
tracing  the  causes  of  epidemics,  the  officer  of 
liealth  must  at  least  occasionally  find  it  in  the 
mismanaged  or  neglected  state  of  properties 
owned  by  his  patients,  or  by  persons  holding 
local  public  office,  persons  of  powerful  influence, 
who  sooner  or  later  may  exert  it  to  his  pre- 
judice.*' 

It  will  not  fail  to  be  observed,  that  the  fore- 
going remarks,  though  applied  to  the  individual 
ease  before,  us,  are  capable  of  being  extended  to 
other  localities,  and  to  other  official  medical 


duties  performed  throughout  the  country  for  a 
very  inadequate  amount  of  remuneration,  for 
the  smallness  of  which  the  opportunities  afforded 
for  private  practice  have  been  held  «ut  as  an 
inducement  and  a  compensation.  We  rejoice  to 
see  Mr.  Chadwick  taking  so  just  a  view  of  these 
transactions,  and  we  cannot  but  think  that  the 
intercourse  which  that  gentleman  has  enjoyed 
in  the  course  of  certain  of  his  official  duties 
with  such  men  as  Dr*  Duncan,  by  rendering  l|im 
better  acquainted  with  the  talents,  energy,  and 
devotion  required  for  the  efficient  discharge  of 
medical  duties,  has  tended  to  remove  some  early 
prejudices  from  his  mind. 

We  shall  conclude  these  observations  with 
one  more  extract  from  this  admirable  letter:— 

*'  It  is  possible,  and  probable,  that  Dr. 
Duncan  might  be  quite  willing  to  perform  the 
services  in  question  gratis*  and  even  be  at  ex- 
pense (as  he  must  dready  have  been, — ^and  I 
have  reason  to  know  he  has  been)  in  performing 
them  ;->-but  that  does  not  alter  the  question  or 
the  pernicious  character  of  the  example. 

"  The  principle  set  forth  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his 
speech  pn  economical  reform,  as  applicable 
to  public  offices  of  the  general  government, 
are  equally  applicable  to  such  local  offices 
as  the  one  in  question.  'I  will,'  he  says, 
'  even  go  so  far  as  to  affirm,  that  if  men  were 
willing  to  serve  in  such  situations  without  salary, 
they  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  do  it.  Ordi- 
nary service  must  be  secured  by  the  ordinary 
motives  to  integrity.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  that  state  whidi  lays  its  foundation  in  the 
rare  and  heroic  virtues  will  be  sure  to  have  its 
superstructure  in  the  basest  profligacy  and  cor- 
ruption. An  honourable  and  fair  profit  is  the 
best  security  against  avarice  and  rapacity,  as  in 
all  things  else  a  lawful  and  regulated  enjoyment 
is  the  best  security  against  debauchery   and 
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Lectiarei  on  the  Cbmporalftw  Anaiomy  and  Phffnoio^ 
of  ihe  VerUhraU  AnbnaU.  Delivend  at  the  Ro^ 
CoUegt  of  Surgeonij  qf  England,  in  1844  and  1846. 
By  RicHAao  Owbn,  F.R.S.  Part  I.  Fishes, 
London.    8to.  pp.306. 

At  no  period,  perhaps,  has  natural  history,  andent 
or  modern,  been  to  extensively  and  snoeestfaUy 
collivsted,  as  at  the  present  day.  The  Fauna  of  by- 
gone ages  has  been  illustrated,  and  the  science  of 
zoology,  as  it  now  exists,  elucidated  by  the  labours  of 
Hunter,  Cnrier,  Buokland,  Owen,  Agassiz,  and  others. 
The  impulse  which  has  been  given  to  science  by  the 
British  Association,  and  the  interesting  expeditioiis 
whioh  have  been  undertaktn  for  seientific,  puposea 
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ham  ondoabiedly  tended  to  direct  the  pnblio  teste  into 

tiai  ebinnel;  bat  from  higher  oonsiderations,    the 

inportaiiee  of  a  Imowledge  of  the  anatomj  of  the 

inferior  animala^  and  a  familiarity  with  their  habiu, 

hat  been  of  late  more  folly  recognised ;  and  there  is 

mipn  to  baUeve  that  ere  long,  natural  history  will  be 

xeeeivedas  a  part  of  general,  as  comparatiTe  anatomy 

it  now  of  medical,  edncation.     To  oar  iUnstrioas 

eointiymm,  John  Hnnter,  to  the  immortal  CoTiart 

and  to  Oweoy  upon  whom  the  mantle  of  Cnvier  hat 

hem  gracefolly  described  as  having  descended/ are 

we  indebted  for  the  most  ▼alaable  discoveries  in  this 

department  of  science. 

Independently  of  his  other  important  works,  the 
"Lsctmes  on  ComparatiTe  Anatomy,**  by  Professor 
Oven,  have  been  generally  recognised  as  conveying  the 
Biost  valnable  and  profound  information  on  that  subject 
vUeh  has  yet  been  communicated;  and  we  hailed  the 
■ppearanoe  of  the  second  Tolnme  with  unmitigated 
plessure,  which  has  been  inoreased  rather  than  dinin- 
iahed  by  its  perusal.    After  a  careful  consideration  of 
its  contents,  we  pronounce  it  to  be  a  work  which  must 
add  greatly  to  the  already  high  reputation  of  its  author. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  in  1843,  Mr.  Owen  pub- 
lithed  a  volume  of  lectures  *<  On  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Invertebrata.**    Yarious  causes  delayed  the  appearance 
of  the  preaent  volume  beyond  the  period  originally 
intended  for  its  publication  $  but  we  have  no  reason  to 
regret  that  crircumstanoe,  aa  the  Professor  informs  us, 
that  *<The  desire  to  verify  some  of  the  propositions 
there  enunciated,  by  repeating  the  observations  on 
which  thej  were  founded,  has  led  to  many  new  dissec- 
tions and  examinations  of  numerous  specimens ;  and 
that  the  utility  of  the  present  volume  has  been  farther 
regarded,  by  ingrafting  into  the  text  some  remarkable 
discoveries  with  which  the  science  of  comparative 
anatomy  has  been  enriohed,  since  1844 ;  and  by  adding 
details,  which  the  time  allotted  to  the  Hunterian  course 
compelled  me  to  omit  in  the  theatre." 

Our  space  will  not  admit  of  our  entering  Into  the 
merits  of  the  work  serkithn ;  we  must  confine  our> 
selves  therefore  to  m  cursory  survey  of  its  contents. 
The  Introductory  Lecture  deserves  a  careful  perusal ; 
and  many  of  ito  passsges  are  full  of  beauty.  Take 
for  instance  the  following:— 

*■  And  first  permit  me  to  dwell  a  little  on  the  ioesti. 
mable  privilege  which  we  enjoy  in  entering  on  our 
professional  studies,  by  the  portal  of  anatomy.  How 
vast  and  diversified  a  field  of  knowledge  opens  out 
before  us  as  we  gaze  from  that  portal!  Consider  what 
it  is  that  (orm9  the  subject  of  our  essential  introduc 
loiy  study ;  nothing  less  than  the  organic  mechanism 
of  the  last  and  hightest  created  product  which  has  been 
introduced  into  thb  planet.  Contrast  this,  which  both 
esge  and  poet  have  called  the  *  noblest  study  of  man* 
kind,'  with  the  dry  and  unattractive  preliminary 
exerDisss  of  Iha  lawyer  or  the  divine.  Every  new  term 
vhieh  the  snatomical  stadsnthas  to  commit  to  aenory 


is  associated  with  a  recognisable  object,— with  some 
part  which  may  be  vibrating,  contracting,  or  pulsating 
in  his  own  frame. 

Again,  <*We  know  that  it  has  pleased  God  to 
grant  us  faculties,  by  the  right  use  of  which  we  may 
obtain  a  true  knowledge  of  His  works;  and  it  teems 
part  of  His  providence  to  permit  certain  parcels  of 
knowledge  to  be  thus  introduced  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  dissipation  of  the  erroneous  notions  which  pre- 
viously prevailed.  By  the  exercise  of  these  faculties, 
the  true  shape  of  our  spheroid  was  determined,  and 
after  some  opposition,  accepted;  next  iu  true  relations 
to  the  sun,  as  repects  its  motion.  It  has  been  reserved 
for  the  present  generation  to  acquire  more  just  ideas 
of  the  age  of  the  world ;  and  anatomy  has  been,  and 
must  be,  the  chief  and  most  essential  meant  of  establish- 
ing this  important  element  in  the  earth's  history.  But 
anatomy  aids  not  only  the  geologist,  but  the  geographer. 
By  comparing  the  local  distribution  of  restored  extinct 
species  from  coeval  geological  strata  over  all  the  earth, 
with  the  geographical  distribution  of  existing  animals, 
we  obtain  an  insight  into  the  past  conditions  of  con- 
tinents and  islands;  we  determine  that  our  own  island, 
for  example,  once  formed  part  of  the  continent,  and 
obtain  data  for  tracing  out  much  greater  mutations  and 
alternations  of  land  and  sea." 

The  following  five  lectures  are  devoted  to  a  considera- 
tion of  osteological  homologies,  and  the  osteology  of 
fishes.  *'  The  great  aim,"  says  Mr.  Owen,  **  of  the 
philosophical  osteologist,  is  to  determine  by  natural 
chairscters,  the  natural  groups  of  bones,  of  which  a 
vertebrate  skeleton  typically  contisU;  and  next,  the 
relations  of  individual  simple  bones  to  each  other,  in 
tltese  primary  groups,  and  to  define  the  general,  aerial, 
and  special  homologies  of  each  bone  throughout  the 
vertebrate  seriea" 

The  opinions  brought  forward  by  the  author  on  this 
subject,  bear  evidence  of  acute  observation,  profound  . 
thought,  and  sound  judgment;  and  will,  we  think,  be 
found  to  stand  the  test  of  time.  Interspersed  with  the 
necessary  detail— which  is  as  interesting  as  a  descrip- 
tion of  bones  can  be-»are  observations  indicative  of 
much  sagacity,  and  a  just  appreciation  of  the  adapta- 
tion of  means  to  ends. 

"  The  predaceous  sharks  are  the  most  active  and 
vigorous  of  fishes;  like  the  birds  of  prey,  they 
soar,  as  it  were,  in  the  upper  regions  of  their  atmos- 
phere, and,without  any  aid  from  a  modified  respiratory 
apparatus,  devoid  of  an  air-bladder,  they  habitually 
maintain  themselves  near  the  surface  of  the  sea, 
by  the  actions  of  their  large  and  muscular  fins.  The 
gristly  skeleton  is  in  prospective  harmony  with  this 
mode  and  sphere  of  life;  and  we  shell  subsequently 
find  as  well  marked  modifications  of  the  digesdve  and 
other  systems  of  the  shark,  by  which  the  body  ia 
rendered  as  light,  and  the  space  which  encroaches  on 
the  muscular  system  as  small,  as  might  be  compatible 
with  those  actions;  besides,  lightness,  toughness,  and 
elasticity  are  the  qualities  of  the  skeleton  most  essential 
to  the  shark.  To  yield  to  the  contraction  ot  the  lateral 
infieotors,  and  aid  in  the  recoil,  are  thefonotlons  which 
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tb«  ipfne  is  malDly  reqoirod  to  /ulfil,  in  the  act  of 
locomotion,  and  to  which  ita  alternating  elaitic  balls 
of  flnid,  and  seml^ossified  bi-eoncave  Tertebniy  so 
admirably  adapt  it  To  have  bad  their  entire  skeleton 
oonsolidated  and  loaded  with  earth's  matter,  wonld 
have  been  an  encumbrance  altogether  at  varianee  with 
the  ofBces  which  the  sharlis  are  appointed  to  fulfil  in 
the  economy  of  the  great  deep." 

Contrasted  with  the  sharks  are  the  sturgeons.  **  The 
sturgeons  were  designed  to  be  the  scavengers  of  the 
great  rivers :  they  swim  low,  grorel  slong  the  bottom, 
feeding  in  shoals  on  the  decomposing  animal  and 
-vegetable  substances  which  are  hurried  down  with  the 
debris  of  the  continents  drained  by  those  rapid  our. 
rents.  Thus  they  are  ever  busied,  ra-conv«rting  the 
substances,  which  otherwise  wonld  tend  to  corrupt  the 
ocean,  into  living  organised  matter.  These  fishes  are 
therefore  duly  weighted  by  a  ballast  of  dense  dermal 
osseous  plates,  not  scattered  at  random  over  their 
surface,  but  regularly  arranged,  as  the  seaman  knows 
how  ballast  should  be,  in  orderly  series  along  the 
middle  and  at  the  sides  of  the  body.  The  protection 
against  the  waterlogged  timber  and  stones  hurried 
along  their  feeding  grounds,  which  the  sturgeons  derive 
from  their  scale  armour,  renders  needless  the  ossifica- 
tion of  the  cartilaginous  esse  of  the  brain,  or  other 
parts  of  the  endo-skeleton :  and  the  weight  of  the 
armour  requires  that  endo-skeleton  to  be  kept  as  light 
as  may  be  compatible  with  its  elastic  property  and 
other  functions.  The  sturgeons  are  further  adjusted 
to  their  place  in  the  liquid  element,  and  endowed  with 
the  power  of  changing  their  level,  and  rising  with  their 
defensive  load  to  the  surface,  by  a  large  e^^pansive  air- 
bladder." 

The  myology  of  fishes  is  described  in  the  seventh 
IcctnnL;  (heir  neurology  and  organs  of  special  sense 
in  the  eighth.  The  ninth  is  devoted  to  their  digestive 
organs;  whilst  the  two  last  chapters  treat  at  length  of 
their  pneumonic  and  renal  systems,  their  generative 
system  and  development. 

We  must  here  close  our  hasty  sketch,  which  we  do 
with  reluctance,  feeling  how  little  such  a  notice  as  the 
present  can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  merits  of 
the  work;  but  we  have  at  least  the  satisfaotion  of 
knowing,  that  it  may  have  the  effect  of  attracting 
attention  to  the  volume  itself,  the  pemsal  of  which  will 
repay  any  amount  of  time  or  labour  bestowed  upon  it 
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November  7th,  1846. 
JosiAB  Clarkson,  Esq,,  in  the  Chair. 

ABSCISS  OF  THB   BPLBBN. 

Mr.  W.  C  Freer  eziiibited  a  specimen  of  abscess  of 
Ibe  spleen,  taken  from  a  patient  who  had  died  of 
fcrer. 

Charles  White,  aged  30,  single»  a  ser?ant.    At  the 
imencenwat  of  August  be  began  to  eaqperience 


decp»seated  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  and  demnged 
digestion  and  occasional  vomiting.  In  September 
fever  came  on,  and  he  became  an  in-patient  of  the 
hospital.  On  adminion,  his  symptoms  were  tliose  of 
the  epidemic  idiopathic  fever,  requiring  stimulants. 
His  reason  failed  for  some  time,  and  on  recorery  he 
directed  attention  to  an  abscess  as  large  as  a  child's 
head,  on  the  left  side  of  the  lumbar  spine,  presenting 
precisely  the  appearance  of  the  common  lumbar  abscess 
connected  with  diseased  bone.  He  died  October  15th. 
iftM/cfMy.— An  abscess  of  die  spleen  at  the  back  of 
the  peritoneum  which  was  unruptured;  stomach, 
liver,  and  other  viscera  healthy. 

ANEURISM  OF  THB  AORTA  :   STB AT0MAT0U8  TtTMOUE. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Freer  next  presented  an  aneurism' of  the 
arch  of  the  aorta,  taken  from  a  woman  aged  50 ;  also 
the  uterus  from  the  same  patient,  which  had  two  small 
steatomatoQs  tumours  between  it  and  the  rectnm,  the 
OS  tincae  being  a  mere  point. 

Isabella  Haines,  aged  50,  has  considered  herself 
asthmaticai  for  some  years,  and  has  frequently  had 
attacks  of  spasmodic  dyspnoea.  She  became  an  in- 
patient of  the  hospital,  and  died  shortly  after  admission, 
no  opportunity  being  afforded  for  an  investigation  of 
the  case. 

Autoptjf. — An  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  the 
size  of  an  orange,  the  cavity  being  partially  formed  by 
distension  of  all  the  coats  of  the  artery,  and  the 
remainder  by  a  true  aneurismal  pouch,  the  aperture 
of  communication  being  circular,  and  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter.  The  right  lung  was  much  smaller 
than  the  left,  apparently  from  pressure  upon  the  right 
bronchus  having  allowed  but  a  small  quantity  of  air 
to  enter  the  lung.  The  uterus  had  two  small  steato- 
matous  tumours  between  it  and  the  rectnm,  the  ot 
tineas  being  a  mere  point. 

ADHB8IOK  OF   THB    PLACBWTA :    INFAMIIATIOK    OF 

THB   XJTBRU8 

Mr.  W.  C.  Freer  exhibited  a  uterus  taken  from  a 
patient  aged  24,  who  had  miscarried,  in  which  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  placenta  remained  attached 
over  the  right  Fallopian  tube ;  he  gave  the  following 
history  of  the  case. 

Jane  Williams,  aged  34,  at  the  commencement  of 
October,  suffered  from  some  general  derangement  of 
health,  and  miscarried  with  her  fifth  child  the  middle 
of  October.  She  lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  and 
shortly  afterwards  symptoms  of  typhoid  puerperal 
fever  presented  themselves.  She  became  an  in-patient 
of  the  hospital  on  the  4th  of  November,  and  had  the 
following  symptoms  :— Uterine  tenderness,  acute  pain 
in  the  right  thigh,  jaundice,  pulse  130  to  150,  and 
extreme  prostration.    She  died  on  the  6th  instant 

Autopsy* — A  considerable  portion  of  placenta  re- 
mained attached  over  the  right  Fallopian  tube;  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  was  disoi^anized,  and 
the  uterine  sinuses  contained  pus.  The  kidneys  were 
slightly  diseased.  The  other  organs  of  the  body  were 
healthy. 

IIBNIKOBAL   APOPLEXY. 

Mr.  James  Russell,  jun.,  exhibited  a  portion  of  a 
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faniB  taken  from  a  patient  who  had  died  loddenly  from 
efftnion  of  blood  over  the  entire  sorface  of  the  brain. 
He  gare  the  following  particulars : — 

Mn.  T. ,  aged  35,  for  the  last  three  years  has 

sofered  from  pain  in  her  forehead  at  frequent  short 
inttnrali^  seldom  ezeecding  a  fortnight  in  duration.  Has 
had  no  other  complaint.  On  the  evening  of  October 
13th  she  vasWsitittg  her  sister,  and  was  sitting  with  her 
head  leaning  on  her  hand,  when  having  just  completed 
a  sentence,  her  head  dropped,  her  hands  fell  lifeless, 
and  in  ten  minutes  she  was  dead.  Mr.  Hinds  saw  her 
in  about  six  or  seven  minutes,  he  informs  me  that  she 
made  about  three  stertorous  inspirations  after  his 
srriral ;  her  face  was  perfectly  pale ;  the  heart  was 
beating. 

Seetio-eadaverit  forty-fire  hours  after  death.  Body 
well  nourished ;  stature  rather  tall ;  rigor  mortis  very 
firm;  face  quite  pale;  decomposition  had  not  com- 
menced ;  a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  had  issued 
from  the  wound  at  the  bend  of  the  arm.  On  removing 
the  calvarinm,  fluid-blood  flowed  apparently  from  the 
outer  surface  of  the  dura  mater,  probably  from  the 
longitudinal  sinus.  The  pia  mater  was  enormously 
congested  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  brain,  excepting 
at  the  vertex,  in  the  space  of  the  palm  of  a  small  hand ; 
the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  all  surrounded  by 
ecchymosis  in  the  meshes  of  its  cellular  tissue,  mottling 
the  surface  of  the  brain  with  bright  red ;  the  same 
appearance  extended  down  the  great  fissure  on  either 
side  at  the  corpus  eallosnm.  On  the  anterior  edge  of 
each  hemisphere  was  a  large  thick  patch  of  effused 
blood ;  and  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  dissection,  on 
diring  the  brain,  the  cut  surfiioe  of  the  convolutions 
exhibited  a  bright  red  line,  produced  by  the  processes 
of  the  pia  mater.  Towards  the  base  the  effusion 
became  more  abundant  and  more  uniform.  At  the 
base  the  olfactory  nerves  were  matted  together  with 
blood,  as  were  the  optics.  The  pons  was  concealed 
by  a  dense  coagnlum,  which  also  completely  enveloped 
the  medulla  oblongata  for  the  thickness  of  half  an  inch. 
A  coagnlum  also  lay  on  the  under  surface  of  the  cere- 
bellum ;  and  a  very  thin  lamina  of  blood  covered  all 
the  cerebellum.  From  the  eiamination  we  could  make 
from  the  base  of  the  skull,  the  upper  portion  of  the 
cord  was  also  enveloped  in  blood.  The  great  vessels  at 
the  bene  were  healthy;  the  cerebral  substance  very 
firm,  except  the  fornix,  which  was  very  soft;  corpora 
striata  and  thalami  healthy ;  the  ventricles  contained 
a  considerable  quantity  of  serum,  apparently  tinged 
with  blood ;  choroid  plexures  and  velum  interpositum 
very  pale;  the  cerebral  substance  generally  very 
exsanguine,^  was  especially  seen  in  the  grey  matter ; 
the  integuments  of  the  head  were  not  loaded  with 
blood.  Heart  quite  healthy,  small,  and  rather  con- 
tracted ;  right  side  contained  fluid  blood,  but  not  in 
nearly  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  the  carities ;  the  left 
side  contained  a  v^ry  small  quantity  of  dark  fluid- 
blood;  (the  state  of  the  cavities  was  ascertained  before 
any  wound  of  the  vessels;)  abont  half  a  pint  of  serum 
in  each  pleural  cavity ;  lungs  very  dark,  and  loaded 
with  bloody  serum,  crepitated  imperfectly;  the  middle 
lobe  of  the  right  lung,  however,  presented  its  healthy 


appearance;  some  emphysema  at  the  apex  of  the  right 
lung.  Liver  healthy,  fluid-blood  flowed  freely  from  its 
divided  surface;  kidneys  very  firm,  apparently  much 
congested;  intestines  pale.  Vena  cava  contained  liquid 
blood;  aorta  nearly  empty. 

December  5tb,  1846. 
Jaiiks  Russrll,  Eso.,  in  the  Chair. 

HYDATIDS  rnOM   THE   XJTKKU9. 

Mr.  Brindley  presented  a  specimen  of  uterine  hyda- 
tids, discharged  by  a  patient,  aged  32,  who  supposed 
herself  to  be  in  the  5th  month  of  pregnancy.  She  had 
aborted  six  or  seven  times  about  the  third  month,  and 
had  been  twice  delivered  of  dead  children  at  the 
full  period. 


MICROSCOPICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LONDON. 

EXAMINATION  OF  DBLICATB   ORGANIC  STBUCTURBS. 

A  paper  was  read  at  a  late  meeting  of  this  Society  by 
John  Anthony,  Esq.,  '*  On  a  Method  of  Rendering  the 
Appearances  in  Delicate  Structures  visible  by  Means 
of  Oblique  Transmitted  Light."  This  method  depends 
upon  the  placing  the  object  in  such  a  position  that  the 
fine  lines  or  other  delicate  markings  are  exactly  at  right 
angles  to  the  illuminating  rays,  when  these  lines,  &c., 
will  be  at  their  maximum  of  distinctness,  and  thus 
tissues  may  be  rendered  distinctly  visible  i^hose 
existence  when  viewed  in  the  ordinary  manner  might 
be  considered  as  exceedingly  doubtful.  The  object 
employed  to  illustrate  this  position  was  the  navicula  of 
the  H umber,  one  of  the  most  delicate  of  test  objects, 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  appean  per- 
fectly transparent ;  but  when  viewed  in  thia  way,  not 
only  exhibitB  a  double  set  of  lines,  but  also  transverse 
lines,  giving  the  whole  the  appearance  of  being  covered 
with  a  delicate  net-work. 

Four  drawings  of  this  object  were  exhibited,  showing 
it  in  as  many  different  positioni^  making  a  complete 
revolution  of  the  field  in  which  the  markings  just 
mentioned  were  distinctly  visible.  In  order  to  bring 
out  these  appearances,  it  is  necessary  that  the  light 
should  be  very  oblique,  and  must  be  passed  laterally 
through  the  "  bull's  eye,"  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
object  (the  navicula,)  may  appear  of  an  intensely  blue 
colour,  nearly  opaque.  The  stage  ii  then  to  be  gradu- 
ally turned  round  until  the  ahell  is  in  the  position  to  be 
best  seen  as  described.— ^liMaiir  and  Magazine  ^ 
Natwrul  Hittoryt  January,  1847. 

[This  process  is  obviously  equally  applicable  to  the 
examination  of  delicate  vegetable  and  animal  stmcturea 
in  generaL  Mr.  Legg,  in  a  paper  **  On  the  Application 
of  Polarized  Light  in  Microscopic  Observations,"  read 
at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Society,  described  a 
series  of  polarizing  apparatus,  capable  of  being  adapted 
to  the  microscope,  and  calculated  to  effect  a  similar 
object,  the  aoalyais  of  the  structure  of  delicate 
organic  textures  being  thus  effected  by  the  action  ol 
polarised  light. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE. 


NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  OF  MEDICINE,  SUR- 
GERY, AND  MIDWIFERY. 


We  have  been  requested  bj  the  Committee  of  the 
National  Institate  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery, 
to  insert  the  subjoined  sddress. 
ToTHB  Gbmbral  PRAcrmoNBRS  OP  Mbdicinb,  Sur- 

GSBT,   AND  MlDWIFBRT. 

Gbntlbmbn,— In  the  expectation  that  an  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the  Laws  affecting  the  Medical  Profession  in 
this  country  will  very  speedily  engage  the  attention  of  the 
liegislature,  theCouncilofthe  National  Institute  of  General 
Practitioners  in  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  have 
presented  a  Memorial  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secre- 
tai^  of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  describing  the 
anomalous  position  of  the  very  important  section  of  the 
Profession  which  they  represent,  and  calling  the  attention 
of  the  Government  of  this  Country  to  some  of  the  great  and 
acknowledged  evils  and  disadvantages  that  press  peculi- 
-arly  upon  that  section  as  a  class.  The  Memorial  also 
prayed  for  the  assistance  of  the  Government— on  Public 
as  well  as  on  Professional  considerations— to  obtain  the 
amelioration  of  those  evila  and  disadvantages  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible. 

To  the  document  in  question,  the  Council  of  the 
National  Institute  invite  the  earnest  attention  and  lerious 
eoBsideratioo  of  all  classes  of  Medical  Practitioners.  The 
Medical  Profession  in  England  is  at  this  moment  sur- 
roonded  by  the  greatest  difiSculties  from  inadequate  Laws 
«nd  ill-adapted  Institutions;  whilst  many  causes  have 
combined  for  a  long  series  of  years  to  arrest  and  to  render 
abortive  every  attempt  to  amend  and  re-constraet  them. 
This  is  surely  a  mstter  of  sufficiently  serious  importance 
to  deserve  a  small  share  of  time  and  attention  from  each 
of  its  members ;  and  were  a  body  of  intelligent  and 
hohoarable-minded  men  to  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  sabjeet  in  a  liberal  and  patriotic  spirit,  they  would 
find  little  difficulty  in  agreeing  upon  aoch  a  general 
measure  of  reform  as  would  be  acceptable  to  a  laige 
majority  of  the  Profession. 

In  the  absence,  however,  of  sneh  general  accordance, 
and  with  a  view  of  clearing  aWay  some  of  the  dlfficnlties  in 
the  way  of  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this  complicated 
qotetion,  the  Council  of  the  National  Institato  beg  to 
recall  the  attention  of  the  General  Practitioners  in  par- 
ticular, to  the  circumstances  which  immediately  followed 
Sir  Jambs  Graham's  first  attompt  at  Medical  Legisla- 
tion :— When  the  deuils  of  the  proposed  Bill  were  care- 
folly  examined,  the  General  Practitioners  were  for  the 
first  time  made  sensible  of  their  own  extraordinary 
pontion ;  that  although  they  numbered  nine-tenths  of  the 
entire  Profesaion,  they  were  unknown  as  a  colUcihe  body; 
that  they  had  no  corporaie  H^Ato— no  eotmeU  nor  cdMCii- 
the  to  expren  their  wishes  or  opinions — nor  had  they 
any  Common  Hall  wherein  they  conld  assemble  for  the 
{rarpose  of  consoliation. 

The  disabilities  above  referred  to  were  ao  manifaetly 
iDjarions  to  them,  that  at  the  first  Public  Meeting,  held 
at  the  Hanover  Square  Booms,  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1844^  ai  wbieb  nearly  one  thousand  General  Practitiooera 
were  present,  the  following  reeolatlon  was  die  first  pro- 
foaad  and  iinaiiiinonsly  adopted  :•* 


'*  Tlttt  this  Meeting  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  prior 
to  the  passing  of  any  Bill  for  the  regulatioo  of  the  prac- 
tice of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  interests  of  the  Public,  that  the  General 
Practitioners  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifeiy, 
sbonld  be  legally  recognised  and  placed  in  aa  indepen- 
dent position;  and  that  the  Executive  Government  be 
respectfully  and  earnestly  requested  to  suspend  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  Bill  laid  before  Parliament  at 
the  dose  of  the  last  Session,  until  this  object  has  been 
attained." 

The  Council  refer  with  confidenee  to  the  events  of  the 
last  two  years,  for  a  foil  verification  of  the  principle  con« 
tainea  in  the  foregoing  Resolution.  By  neglecting  to 
perform,  in  the  first  instance,  an  act  of  common  justice 
to  the  groat  bulk  of  the  Profession,  a  powerful  Minister, 
with  all  the  Government  support  at  hand,  after  intro- 
ducing four  successive  Bills  before  Parliament,  was  com- 
pelled reluctantly  to  withdraw  the  whole  of  bis  conteai- 
plated  measures— thereby  acknowledging  his  inability  to 
complete  what  he  believed  to  be  a  most  important  and 
necessary  measure  of  Legislation. 

That  sncb  will  be  the  fote  of  every  attempt  at  Medical 
Legislation,— whether  it  be  a  simple  matter  of  Registra- 
tion, or  a  measure  embracing  the  whole  question^  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  of  the  National  lostitute,  unless  an 
ostensible  recognized  bead  and  home  be  foand  for  the 
General  Practitioners— as  an  indispensable  and  necessary 
preliminary  to  any  more  extensive  or  comprehensive 
messurs  of  Medical  Reform.  The  Coundi  consider  it  of 
the  utmost  imporumce  that  the  dass  of  Practitioners  to 
which  they  themselves  belong,  should,  wtthoat  a  moment's 
unnecessary  delayy  meet,  and  strenuoosly  support,  the 
Goundl  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just  claims  to  a  legal 
reoogniUoa;  and  they  have  every  confidence  that  their' 
Profsssionsl  brethren  will  see  the  necessity  thatexisu  for 
immediate  action,  before  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
the  Legislature,  or  the  Profession  is  pre-oceopied  by  the 
consideration  of  the  claims  made  by  the  Medical  Corpo- 
rations^ or  of  the  propoeed  Medical  Registration  Bill. 
The  latter  proceeding  is  most  nnqnestionably  ill-timed, 
whatever  may  be  its  intrinsic  merits;  for,  until  the 
General  Practitioners  are  duly  recognized  as  a  ooUeelive 
body,  with  what  secnrity  can  they  consent  to  a  Legal 
Registration,  that  may  place  them  irretrievably  in  an 
inferior  and  subordinate  rank.  With  these  observations 
the  Council  conclude  by  again  directing  attention  to  the 
Memorial  presented  to  the  Government,  and  they  call 
upon  their  professional  brethren,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
patriotism,  to  meigeall  minor  differences  of  opinion  oa 
this  important  subject,  and  with  the  calmness  and  delibera- 
tion befitting  a  bo^y  of  scientific  and  intelligent  men,  to 
unite  and  determine  upon  some  uniform  plan  o(  co-opera- 
tion that  may  secure  an  early  and  satisfactory  settlement 
of  the  aflairs  of  the  Medical  Profession. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Coundi, 

ROBERT  RAINEY  PENNINGTON, 

President. 
Offices,  fMt>, /em., 

Hanover  Square  Rooms,  4  Hanover  Square. 
January  26,  1847. 
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dKeneral  limo0t»tt« 


ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

mUOZMElIT    or    A   UTB&US  III    MAH,  AHD    IN    MALBS 
OF  THB  MAlUf  ALIA. 

M.  Ernest  Weber,  profeaior  of  %iMtomj  at  Leiptic, 
has  reported  the  eztraordioary  anatomio&l  ditcoTerj  of 
the  nidimeDts  of  a  ateros  in  males  of  the  mammalia. 
He  states:— 

1.  That  in  Che  males  of  all  animals  aayef  examined 
bj  him,  inelnding  the  oestor,  the  hara,  the  horse,  boar, 
dog  and  cat,  there  is  a  hollow  aneTen  organ  placed  in 
the  median  line,  between  the  eztremitj  of  the  nrinary 
bladder  and  the  rectum-;  this  he  conaiders  to  be  a  rudi- 
mentacy  auras,  and  it  ia  called  hj  him  the  ^Oerw 
m«seulmu$* 

2.  In  man  thia  organ  exists  in  the  form  of  a  small 
elongated  bladder,springing  from  the  poateriorpart  of  the 
prMtate,  and  cootribating  to  form  the  feramoatanam. 

a.  In  fmtal  nbbita,  both  malea  and  iemalea,  the  sex 
cannot  be  determiaed  with  exaotnesa  by  the  examine, 
tion  of  the  extenial  genital  organa;  the  internal oigana 
are  ao  aimilar,  that  great  attention  ia  reqoired  to  dis- 
tinguish  the  male  from  the  female.  In  both  there  ia  a 
sMwa  uro^gmUtdiBf  and  a  part  which  might  paas  for  the 
base  of  the  vagina  and  the  body  of  the  nteroa.  Into 
thia  oi}gan  there  open  in  the  /emale  the  comna  of  the 
nteroa;  in  the  male  the  vaaa  deferanUa,  which  closely 
resemble  the  comna,  with  the  exception  that  the  latter 
vpea  into  the  anperior  portion,  the  former  into  the  infe. 
rior  portion,  of  the  oigan.  An  organ  correaponding  to 
a  nidimetttary  vagina,  a  body  and  comna  of  the  nteroa, 
is  alao  seen  in  the  adnlt  male  rabbit;  it  is  a  non-mns- 
colar  sac,  which  contains  the  semen,  and  ia  ao  irriuble 
that  it  oontracu  in  the  recently  dead  animal  when 
mechanically  excited. 

4.  In  the  male  beayer,  and  in  the  boar,  the  rndi- 
mentary  atema  ia  aa  in  the  female,  bieomal,  aitoate 
in  the  aame  locality,  and  covered  by  a  fold  of  peritoneum. 

d.  In  the  dog  the  orifice  of  the  rndimeotary  organ 
appeaiB  to  be  obliterated ;  as  also  in  the  cat  In  the 
horae,  and  in  man,  this  orifice  is  also  sometimes  oblite- 
med,  bat  this  is  exceptional ;  in  general  the  ut&nu 
mtucKlinui  of  the  stallion  opens  into  the  urethra,  at  the 
▼ernmontanum^  by  a  single  orifice. 

6.  According  to  the  observations  of  Rathh^  on  the 
goat  and  boar,  the  uteras  of  the  male  embryo  is  at  one 
period  so  similar  to  the  female  nkerna  aa  to  be  acaicely 
disHngnishableAom  tL-^Ardnv.^Anaiamk^  Dec.,  1 946, 

[Sir  Everard  Home,  twenty  years  ago,  pointed  out 
the  third  lobe  of  the  prosUte  gland.  Is  not  this  the 
origin  of  Weber's  rudimentary  uteras  f  The  organ  has 
been  described  by  Ackermann  under  the  title  uterui 
eyUoides ;  and  by  Gathrle  under  that  of  nnut  pocularit.'i 

AB80RFTI0N  09  OZTaBM  BT  TBB  BI.O0D. 

The  study  of  the  phenomena  of  respiration  was  never 
carried  out  with  an  approach  to  perfection  until  the 
chemical  knowledgCi  indispenaible  to  such  inquiries^ 


had  attained  a  certain  degree  of  precision.  Lavoisier 
was  the  first  to  enumerate  the  leading  proposition  :— 
Sespiration  U  combustion*  This  fundamental  proposi- 
tion  being  established,  it  still  remained  a  question,  in 
what  part  of  the  system  the  blood  undergoes  the  changea 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  economy. 

Many  theories  have  at  different  times  been  advanced 
to  fill  up  this  hiatus  in  physiological  inquiry.  Accord- 
ing to  Lavoisier,  the  formation  of  carbonic  acid  and 
water,  and  the  prodnotion  of  azote  takes  place  in  the 
lungs.  This  theory,  against  which  so  many  objectiona 
have  1>een  urged,  was  nevertheless  for  a  length  of  time 
the  received  opinion,  until  it  was  generally  abandoned 
after  tbe  publication  of  the  works  of  Magnus.  It  waa 
affirmed  by  that  phyalologiat,  that  tbe  oxygen  of  tbe 
atmospheie  is  simply  dissolved  in  the  blood  of  the 
lungs,  and  that  it  is  transmitted  in  this  state  to  the 
arteries,  and  that  the  changes  by  which  carbonic  acid 
is  generated  take  place  in  the  capillaries,  the  acid  so 
formed,  together  with  the  hydrogen,  which  contribntea 
to  the  formation  of  water,  being  also  dissolved  in  the 
blood.  The  blood  thus  charged  is  carried  to  the  Inngs, 
and  there  coming  into  contact  with  the  air,  the  carbonic 
acid  is  changed  for  a  fresh  supply  of  oxygen,  and  the 
same  series  of  phenomena  is  again  reproduced. 

The  conclusions  of  Magnua  were  not,  however,  dea- 
tined  to  remain  long  without  an  opponent,  for  we  find 
that  they  are  combated  by  Gay  Lussac,  {Annalei  de 
ChemUi  t.  xi.) 

There  are  two  leading  opinions  in  the  present  day 
concelrning  the  manner  in  which  the  oxygen  of  the^ 
atmosphere  combines  with  the  constituents  of  the  blood 
in  respiration.  According  to  one  of  these,  tbe  oxygen 
is  dissolved  in  the  blood,  and  arrives  in  an  uncombined 
state  in  the  capillariea,  and  there  only  unitea  with  some 
of  the  elements  of  the  nutritive  fiuid.  Others,  without 
denying  the  primary  eolation  of  the  oxygen,  anppos» 
that  a  portion  of  it  enters  at  once  into  chemical  combi- 
nation with  the  blood.  They  consequently  admit  that 
the  phenomenon  of  oxidation  takes  place  in  the  lungs^ 
while  the  former  limit  the  production  of  this  phe- 
nomenon to  the  capillariea. 

Magnus,  In  answer  to  the  objections  of  Oay  Luasac, 
has  instimted  some  new  reaearchea  into  the  quantity  of 
oxygen,  nitrogen,  and  carbonic  acid  held  in  aolntion  by 
the  blood,  which  tend  still  farther  to  confirm  his 
original  opinion.  Mnlder  conaidera  that  these  experi- 
menta  do  not  allow  of  the  deductiona  which  Magnua 
haa  drawn  from  them ;  as  the  question  is  not  whether 
the  blood  has  or  has  not  the  power  to  hold  oxygen  in 
solution,  but  whether  this  oxygen  does  not  form  com- 
binationa  with  the  elementa  of  blood,  partly  in  the 
lunga  and  partly  in  the  capillariea.  In  order  to  examine 
the  question  properly,  it  ia  neceasary  according  to 
Mulder,  to  perform  experiments  ao  aa  to  obaerve,  not 
how  much  oxygen  can  be  diaengaged  trom  blood 
aatorated  with  air,  by  the  employment  of  carbonic  add^ 
but  how  much  oxygen  la  absorbed  by  venous  blood, 
which  does  not  contahi  air;  in  the  second  ptlaoe  it 
ahoidd  be  noted  how  mnch  oxygen  can  be  diaengaged 
in  the  latter  caae  by  the  meana  of  carbonic  acid.  Let 
lia  auppose,  for  example,  that  venous  blood  deprived  of 
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•Ir,  can  absorb  -y^^  Tolumes  of  oxygen,  and  that  we 
ean  ditengage  by  carbonic  acid  7^;  we  are  then 
JttBtified  in  tnpposing  that  thii  -^  existed  in  the 
blood  in  an  nocombined  state,  and  that  the  remain- 
^^9  T§7  ^'^  formed  chemical  unions.  Magnns  does 
not  allude  to  suoh  results. 

Aeoording  to  Magnns  the  blood  does  not  contain 
any  substance  capable  of  entering  into  immediate 
union  with  oxygen,  but  Mulder  be1ie?es  that  a  fluid  of 
so  complex  a  composition  cadhot  but  offer  the  means 
of  effecting  such  combinations.  He  considers,  on  the 
contrary,  that  the  action  of  oxygen  on  the  protein  com- 
mences at  once. 

Another  question  with  which  Mulder  occupies  him- 
self, being  satisfied  that  the  combination  of  the  oxygen 
is  distributed  through  the  lungs,  heart,  and  capillaries, 
is  the  proportion  in  which  the  gas  combines  in  each 
locality.  On  this  point,  howcTer,  he  is  not  able  to 
offer  any  definite  opinion,  but  contents  himself  with 
further  objections  to  som«  of  the  tenets  of  Magnus. 

In  considering  the  different  colour  of  Tenons  and 
arterial  blood,  the  latter  physiologist  speaks  of  the 
power  of  the  oxide  of  azote  to  colour  the  sulphate  of 
the  protoxide  of  iron  by  simple  solution.  It  is  now, 
iioweyer,  says  Mulder,  asoerUioed  that  this  colouration 
is  due  to  a  Teritable  chemical  union.  In  confirmation 
V  of  this  he  cites  the  observations  of  Peligot.  Mulder 
again  denies  that  arterial  is  converted  into  venous 
blood,  by  simple  solution  of  carbonic  acid,  or  other 
acids  or  alkalies;  the  change  is  in  his  opinion,  caused 
by  the  production  of  new  transparent  substances, 
which  absorb  a  larger  quantity  of  luminous  rays. 

Finally  Magnus  denies  the  chemical  combination  of 
oxygen  in  arterial  blood,  because  the  blood  in  the  lungs 
is  not  of  a  higher  temperature  than  that  of  the  rest  of 
the  body.  To  this,  Mulder  objects  that  any  augmenta- 
tion of  temperature  which  might  take  place  is  com- 
pensated for  by  the  exhalation  of  water,  and  by  the 
lower  temperature  of  the  venous  blood  as  it  arrives  at 
the  lungs;  and  besides,  Davy  and  others  have  ascer- 
tained  that  the  blood  in  the  left  ventricle  is  warmer 
than  elsewhere. 

In  conclusion,  Mulder  admito  that  the  solution  of 
m  notable  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  blood  is  an 
ascertained  fiact;  bathe  refuses  to  acknowledge  that 
with  the  presence  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  oxidizable 
matters  in  the  blood,  the  oxidation  is  deferred  until  the 
blood  arrives  at  the  capillaries.— -i^fniAtt;.  tT  AnaUmae. 
el  PhynologU,    Nov.  1846. 

PATHOLOGY  &  PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

OM  TARIOLA,  VARIOLOID,  YABICXLLA,  AHD 

VACCIHS. 

Dr.  Kuesch,  the  author  of  an  essay  published  under 
the  above  title,  concludes  :— 

1.  That  cow-pock  is  nothing  more  than  small-pox, 
transmitted  to  the  cow  by  contact. 

2.  That  persons  who  have  been  effectually  vaccinated, 
■Mj  IB  some  rare  instances  contract  dangerous  small- 
pox. 


3.  That  small. pox  after  vaccination,  is  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  of  trifling  severity. 

4.  That  the  rarity  and  mildness  of  small-pox  is  in 
proportion  to  the  recency  of  the  vaccination. 

5.  That  small.pox  seldom  appears  after  the  age  of 
thirty,  but  is  not  always  less  severe  when  it  does  so. 

6.  That  the  majority  of  the  vaccinated  are  entirely 
exempt  from  small-pox,  even  though  exposed  to  con- 
tagion. 

7.  The  identity  of  variola  and  varioloid  is  demon- 
strated by  their  phenomena,  development,  and  by  the 
results  of  contagion  or  inoculation. 

8.  That  varicella  is  in  no-wise  connected  with 
variola,  but  is  a  perfectly  distinct  ^isease. 

Q.  That  vaccination  is  the  only  mode  of  exterminating 
small-pox.»Jlfe<furtnuc^  Corre9p»  BlatL 

PHTtlCAL    SIGHS    OT  IMCIPnENT  PHTHISIS.    ' 

M.  Dubini  has  communicated  the  results  of  his 
researches  into  this  difficult  subject  in  semeiology 
His  ideas  are  for  the  most  part  in  accordance  with  those 
of  Fonmet,  Jackson,  Louis,  and  others,  to  which  he 
gives  valaable  confirmation. 

In  order  to  study  the  true  signification  of  modifies- 
tions  of  the  expiratory  murmur,  as  a  diagnostic  sign, 
in  incipient  tuberculization,  M.  Dobini  first  endeavours 
to  form  an  exact  appreciation  of  this  murmur  In  a 
state  of  health.  As  regards  its  duration  and  intensity, 
he  adopts  the  scale  of  Foumet,  which  makes  it  as  two, 
the  respiration  being  as  ten,  in  preference  to  the 
evaluation  of  Berth  and  Roger.  He  also  lays  great 
stress  on  the  observations  of  Louis,  who  found  the 
expiratory  murmur  prolonged  under  the  right  clavicle, 
but  never  under  the  left,  in  seventeen  females  exempt 
from  pulmonary  disease. 

Prolonged  expiration  is  not  exclusively  confined  to 
the  first  stage  of  phthisis ;  it  is  met  with  in  chlorosiSt 
in  pulmonary  oedema,  in  severe  heart  diseases,  in 
pleuritic  effusions,  in  bronchitis,  and  in  emphysema; 
but  in  emphysema,  the  expiration  is  whistling;  in 
bronchitis,  which  is  seldom  partial,  the  whistling 
expiratory|murmur  is  generally  diffused  over  the  chest; 
and  so  in  other  diseases  in  which  the  prolonged  ex- 
piration is  present,  it  exhibits  certain  peculiarities 
which  distinguish  it  from  the  prolonged  expiration  due 
to  tubercular  deposit. 

M.  Dubini  does  not  regard  the  above  sign  as  constant 
in  all  varieties  of  tubercular  deposit ;  it  is  absent  when 
the  matter  is  agglomerated  in  voluminous  masses, 
(crude  turbercle,)  between  which  the  pulmonary  tissue 
remains  crepitant.  The  variety  in  which  it  is  commonly 
noticed  is  that  which  consists  in  a  general  infiltration 
of  the  pulmonary  tissues  with  miliary  granulations. 
It  appears  then  that  prolonged  expiration  may  exist 
without  tubercles,  and  tubercles  without  prolonged 
expiration ;  but  there  can  be  little  fear  of  error  when 
the  expiratory  bruit  is  persistent  and  rough,  and  more 
especially  if  it  is  unequal,  interrupted,  and  limited  to 
one  or  other  subclavicular  region.  The  diagnosis  is 
rendered  next  to  infallible,  if,  with  this  sign,  there  are 
accompanying  general  symptoms  proper  to  the  disease. 
-'GaztUe  Mmcait.    No.  51, 1846. 
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OV    THB    V8>    AH1>    ABU8B     OF    UBftCVRUL 
FftSPlRATIOHl, 

Dr.  Sichel  givet  the  following  caatioos  ai  necessary 
IB  the  exhibition  of  mercnrial  preparations  :— 

1.  The  diet  most  be  in  no-wise  stimalant,  and  as 
little  nourishing  as  possible;  If  this  is  not  attended 
to  the  plaRticitj  of  the  blood  becomes  augmented. 

1  All  notable  change  of  atmospherical  temperature 
'  should  be    avoided.     Unless   this  rale  be  obserred, 
aameroos  disappointments  will  occur,  and  premature 
isliTation  is  eapeciallj  likely  to  be  induced. 

3.  It  is  a  general  law  that  the  tpecial  physiologicaX 
9elkn,or  the  toxical  effect  of  a  medicinal  substance,  only 
msmjists  itself  afier  Us  action  upon  the  pathological 
cM^itiofi  has  become  exhausted. 

The  operation  of  this  law  is  well  seen  in  the  employ, 
nent  of  narsotics  in  those  affections  of  the  nerrous 
lyslem  which  afford  distincl  indications  for  their  use,  as 
araralgia  and  tetanna.  This  last,  we  know,  demands 
laigedosea  of  opiuffly  but  the  point  of  saturation  must  be 
csisfolly  watched  so  that  the  drug  may  be  laid  aside 
vtai  the  precnnora  of  narcotism  begia  to  replace  the 
telSDic  symptonu ;  unless  we  wish  to  see,  as  I  have  often 
MSB  in  the  boapitalay  the  ]»atient  cured  of  the  teunns  to 
te  by  opium.  The  physiological  action  of  mercury  is 
ezorted  upon  Ihe  salivary  glands,  and  with  the  earliest 
pfeenrsory  symptoms  of  saliTation,  the  blood  has  already 
lost  some  of  iu  morbidly  plastic  character.  It  is 
iadsed  remarkable  to  what  an  extent  acute  inflamma- 
tioD  hecemea  relieTed,  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
pnennors  of  saliTation,  and  how  long  these  are  in 
■ildog  their  appearance  in  intense  and  essentially 
txBdtti?e  inffammations,  as  iritis,  peritonitis,  and 
Mpedally  puerperal  peritonitis.  In  this  last  we  are 
tonetimea  aurpriaed  at  finding  the  abdomen,  which 
tho  STening  before  would  not  endure  the  weight  of  the 
dothes,  sopporttng  next  day  firm  pressure  of  the 
^iad,  the  preconory  symptoms  of  saliration  baring 
aaoifested  themseWes  in  the  interral.  These  are 
indeed  the  signs  of  the  system  having  become  sufficiently 
istarated  with  the  mineral,  which  must  be  left  off  as 
loon  as  they  appear,  our  object  not  being,  save  in  very 
tsre  and  obstinate  cases,  to  excite  actual  saliration. 
Instead  of  then  piuhing  on  the  mercury,  if  the  disease 
does  not  yield*  we  must,  in  the  case  of  inflammation, 
hSTe  recourse  to  other  antiphlogistics;  and  in  the  case 
of  syphilis,  to  iodine,  sudorifics,  &c.,  carefully  limiting 
^  regimen,  and  avoiding  exposure  to  cold.  When,. 
lioveTer,  the  precursory  symptoms  are  dissipated,  and 
the  disease  haa  not  yet  yielded,  we  may  turn  again 
■nd  again  to  the  mercnrial  treatment.  In  syphilis  this 
it  shaosi  always  neceasary. 

It  is  from  the  non-obaerrance  of  the  above  rules, 
^  so  much  mischief  has  been  caused  by  this  remedy, 
>Bd  80  much  prejudice  haa  been  ndsed  against  it. 
Ihe  excitement  of  profuse  saUvation  is  especially 
■iiehieTous.  The  anti-plaatio  action  of  the  drug  may, 
•Aar  long  use,  so  diminish  the  coagulability  of  the 
Uood,*as  to  produce  a  mercurial  seorhutus,  itrj  difficult 
to  eare.  Maraamu  may  likewise  be  produced,  especially 
hi  children  and  aged  persona,  if  mercury  be  employed 
raftdtntly  long  to  induce  ptyaliim  or  diftnhce«»  or 


the  two  conjointly.  Calomel,  particularly,  must  be  given 
to  such  subjects  with  great  care.  It  is  not  sufficient  to 
withhold  it  when  salivation  or  purging  already  exist; 
but  at  every  visit  the  condition  of  the  salivary  organs 
and  digestive  tube  must  be  carefully  enquired  into. 
From  neglect  of  this  precaution,  infanu  often  suffer 
severely  from  the  prolonged  use  of  calomel. — Medico* 
Chirwyical  Review,  Jan.,  1847,  from  the  Bevue 
Af^(fica/«,  Nov.,  1846. 

SURGERY. 

OPBIUTION    OF  MrO-TENOTOlIY. 

[There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
new  operations,  there  is  some  risk  of  abuse,  from  the 
want  of  a  doe  consideration  of  the  cases  to  which  it  is 
safely  applicable.  It  mnst  therefore  be  a  matter  of 
interest  to  the  surgeon,  to  know  what  are  the  veriUble 
indications  for  its  performance,  and  what  are  the  casea 
in  which  mechanical  means  alone  will  prove  sufficient,  J 

According  to  Neumann  there  is  but  one  pathological 
condition  which  is  indicative  of  the  propriety  of  the 
section  of  tendons  ;  this  is  muscular  retraction.  When 
this  is  not  present,  whatever  be  the  state  of  the  parte, 
the  operation  will  not  be  followed  by  its  expected 
results.  The  muscular  retraction  referred  to  manifcata 
itself  in  general,  by  a  tension  and  hardness  of  the 
tendon  or  its  muscles,  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  by 
the  state  of  the  affected  limb.  We  miut  be  carefhl 
not  to  confound  the  retraction  of  a  muscle,  with  a 
shortening  of  its  fibres.  To  shew  the  importance  of  a 
due  distinction  of  these  conditions,  it  will  suffice  to 
glance  at  one  of  the  affections  for  which  tenotomy 
is  most  frequently  employed,  pes  equinus.  A  man 
in  perfect  health  is  able,  at  pleasure,  to  induce 
such  contraction  of  the  gaslrocnemii  muscles  as  shall 
elevate  the  heel  as  much  as  is  commonly  seen  in  pes 
equinus.  There  is  no  proof,  therefore,  that  the 
tendon  ia  shortened  in  this  affection ;  it  is  only  retracted,. 
and  tenotomy  destroys  the  morbid  retraction  and 
rigidity  of  the  fibres,  without  necessarily  causing  the 
elongation  of  the  tendon.  And  even  if  it  did  so,  the 
elongation  would  be  inconvenient,  for  although  the 
patient  would  be  able  to  place  his  heel  on  the  ground, 
be  would  walk  defectively.  Again,  it  is  necessary  to 
separate  morbid  retraction  of  the  muscles  and  tendons 
from  that  which  occurs  in  the  aponeurosis  and  ligaments^ 
forming  a  real  shortening. 

Among  the  diseases  which  require  tenotomy,  and 
which  depend  upon  muscular  retraction,  the  author 
establishea  two  classea^^those  which  are  general,  or 
those  which  may  appear  indiscriminately  in  any  part 
of  the  body,  and  those  which  are  confined  to  partlctt* 
lar  localities.  The  first  olau  includes  paralysis  and 
anchylosis,  when  these  are  accompanied  by  permanent 
retraction  of  the  muscles;  certain  accidents  to  which 
the  joints  are  sulject,  and  which  are  always  accom- 
panied by  muscular  retraction,  such  as  insensibility, 
sensation  of  cold,  &c.  In  the  second  clasp  he  com- 
prises strabismiu,  ptosis,  tortuosities,  club-foot^  and 
articular  retractions. 

Another  important  question  is  whether,  when  sereial 
moMles  are  simaltaneonsly  retracted,  they  thonld  b« 
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«perftted  apon  at  one  or  t6T«nd  different  timet.  On  thie 
IKrfnt  the  Mitbor  is  oppoeed  to  M.  Gaerin,  snd  sArms 
tbst  it  is  better  to  divide  sevend  nmsoles  at  onoe  if  tliey 
1»eloag  to  the  stme  region.  If  another  articnlatton  or 
limb  requires  an  operation,  it  tboald,  he  observes,  ^ 
always  at  an  interval  of  a  week  at  least  f^om  the  former 
one. 

The  author  farther  states,  ^aC  tenotomy  shovld 
never  be  performed  on  Infants  under  a  year  old.  The 
operation  for  strabismus  ought  not  to  be  reoommended 
before  the  ago  of  eight  or  ten  years,  as  up  to  this  time 
the  resources  of  nature  may  prove  sufficient.  So  also 
for  club-foot,  we  ought  never  to  operate  before  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  because  previously  to  ibis  age  a  cure 
may  be  accomplished  by  mechanical  means  alone. 
After  the  age  of  sixty  the  author  thinks  tenotomy 
useless.  Inflammation  of  a  retracted  articuladon  is  a 
potent  contra-indioation  to  an  operation  in  all  cases.— 
C<uptf^9  Woel%«n»ektifL 


OBSERVATIONS  ON   THE   INHALATION  OF 
SULPHURIC  JBTHER. 

By  E.  CopBM&w,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Coldshall. 

Amongst  the  novelties  of  the  day  nothing  has 
excited  a  greater  or  more  uuiversal  degree  of  interest 
than  the  performance  of  eurgical  operations  without 
pain.  The  reason  for  this  is  so  obvious  that  it  is  need- 
less for  me  to  refer  to  it.  Through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  press,  both  medical  and  general,  facts  are  daily 
brought  before  the  public  which  prove  to  demonstration, 
that  by  means  of  the  inhalation  of  »ther,  the  pain  o{ 
m  suigical  operation  maybe  avoided;  and  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  wide  diffusion  of  these  interesting 
facts  may  lead  to  a  trial  of  the  effects  of  the  vapour  of 
SBther,  not  only  by  surgeons,  but  also  by  some  who  are 
not  educated  to  the  medical  profession.  But  it  seldom 
occurs  that  a  great  good  is  unmixed  with  evil ;  and  I 
believe  it  to  be  as  much  a  duty  on  the  part  of  surgeons 
to  represent  and  warn  against  danger,  as  to  relieve 
suffering,  and  cure  disease.  Upon  this  principle  I  lose 
no  time  in  communicating  the  circumstances  attending 
a  trial  of  the  inhalation  of  letber,  on  the  evening  of  the 
33rd  instant,  in  my  presence. 

The  experimenter  was  a  medical  gentleman,  who  re-  ■ 
quested  me  to  extract  a  tooth  for  him,  provided  he  could 
make  himself  insensible  to  pain  by  means  of  nlber.  He 
breathed  the  vapour  for  several  minutes  without  any 
apparent  effect,  but  soon  afterwards  thrust  the  appa- 
ratus iHdderdy  from  him,  exclaimed  that  he  could  bear 
it  no  longer,  staggered  about  the  room,  and  was  assisted 
to  a  chair.  His  breathing  became  very  difficult ;  his 
arms  were  stretched  out ;  his  fingers  extended  ;  and  he 
was  perfectly  cataleptic.  I  would  then  have  attempted 
to  draw  his  tooth,  but  he  showed  some  resistance, 
mnd  his  breathing  was  so  exceedingly  laboured,  that 
It  woold  have  been  almost  impossible  to  perform 
that  or  vAy  other  operation.  Each  expiration  was 
aceompanied  with  a  loud  Hah  !  his  eyelids  were  olosed ; 
his  head  was  hot;  pupils  not  altered;  oonjnnctivsB 
much  Ifljcoted;  poise  ISO;  and  his  appearance  alto. 
gethfff  irat  00  dlitiMabig  as  to  ezdte  great  alarm  in  the 


minds  of  the  bystanders.  I  applied  cold  to  the  head ; 
gmve  some  brandy  and  water,  for  his  hands  were  cold ; 
and  admitted  fVesh  air  freely  into  the  room.  Soon  the 
catalsptic  symptoms  disappeared,  and  were  sncoeeded 
by  severe  hysteria,  with  about  the  same  degree  of  con- 
sdousness  as  is  usual  in  that  disease.  With  some  diffi- 
culty I  led  him  to  the  outer  door,  when  he  exclaimed— 
''Cover  my  chest,"  "oold,  cold,  cold."  He  was  thea 
removed  to  the  sofii,  when  he  was  seized  with  severe 
cramp  in  the  legs,  the  difficult  breathing  still  con- 
tinuing.  I  gave  more  brandy  and  water ;  applied  hot 
flannels  to  the  feet,  and  cold  water  to  the  bead ;  admitted 
fresh  air  freely,  and  watched  the  progress  of  the  case 
with  no  little  anxiety ;  for  these  distressing  symptoms 
continusd  for  more  ihoH  an  h<mr^  during  which  time  I 
had  to  contend  against  the  most  fearful  apprehensions 
of  the  mother,  as  well  as  to  administer  relief  to  a  near 
relative  who  had  voluntarily  taken  a  poison,  the  effects 
of  which  I  had  not  before  witnessed,  and  the  probable 
result  of  which  I  could  not  from  experience  determine. 
At  last  a  few  deep  inspirations  ushered  in  a  state  of 
semi -consciousness,  the  patient  raised  himself  to  a 
sitting  posture,  and  looked  about  him  with  a  vacant 
stare,  the  conjunctiva)  being  very  red  and  suffused.  He 
attempted  to  rise,  but  tottered  like  a  drunken  man,  and 
suffered  a  degree  of  exhaustion  and  giddinoM  which 
lasted  until  he  was  taken  to  bed.  He  slept  well,  bat 
next  morning  complained  still  of  languor.  I  should 
mention,  that  while  he  was  Ijing  on  the  sofa  I  applied 
strong  ammonia  to  bis  nose,  without  its  producing  any 
visible  effect,  and  he  had  afterwards  no  recollection  of 
the  circumstance. 

The  description  afterwards  given  by  the  patient  of 
his  sensations  whilst  under  the  influence  of  the  aether, 
was  as  foUows : — He  felt  nothing  for  several  minutes, 
but  on  a  sudden  appeared  to  lose  all  muscular  power. 
He  seemed  to  take  leave  of  the  external  world,  but 
experienced  a  dreadful  sensation  of  universal  tremor, 
and  yet  a  perfect  fixedness  of  the  limbs.  He  felt  irre- 
sistibly disposed  to  lie  down,  and  get  his  head  upon  the 
ground ;  was  much  distressed  with  a  sensation  of  cold; 
also  of  tightness  across  the  chest;  and  although  he 
seemed  to  be  aware  that  persons  were  talking  to  him, 
had  nocoDSCiousoess  of  what  was  really  passing  around 
him.  He  said  his  sensations  were  so  dreadful  that  he 
would  rather  undergo  any  amount  of  pain  than  submit 
to  the  same  again,  which  he  could  compare  only  to  a 
state  of  utter  helplessness  and  impending  dissolution. 

The  impression  on  my  own  mind  was,  that  I  would 
on  no  account  willingly  produce  a  similar  train  of 
symptoms ;  and  that,  if  such  were  to  be  the  frequent 
effectn  of  the  tether,  there  would  be  few  who  would  wish 
to  exchange  for  them-  the  pain  of  a  surgical  operation. 

The  apparatus  employed  was  a  glass  jar,  with 
openings  at  the  top,  into  one  of  which  was  inverted  a 
flexible  tube  for  inhalation ;  and  into  the  other  a  fonnel, 
containing  a  piece  of  sponge,  saturated  with  aether. 
About  an  ounce  of  aether,  and  several  pieces  of  sponge, 
were  in  the  jar.  The  patient  was  23  years  of  age, 
spare,  anJ  of  nervous  temperament,  with  a  brain  very 
active  and  excitable.  The  time  at  which  the  inhalation 
waa  performed  was  soon  after  dinner;   I  presume, 
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tberefore,  tb&t  neither  was  the  conttitatloii  of  the 
pttient  rafted  to  the  exhiMUon  of  tBther,  nor  the  time 
for  the  performance  of  the  operation  jodicionsly 
cbeien.  Certain  I  am,  that  It  would  hare  been  eztreme^r 
diffitolt  to  perform  any  operation  requiring  iteadi- 
aets  or  delicacy  in  ita  execution  during  the  pre- 
leuee  of  each  symptoms  as  were  produced  in  thla 
histance  by  the  inhalation. 

It  18  dear  that  great  judgment  is  required  in  the 
ideetion  of  cases,  and  that  the  inhalation  of  ether 
oogbt  on  no  account  to  be  practised  by  any  but  com- 
petent medical  practitioners.  The  ol^ect  for  which  it 
is  employed  is  so  desirable,  that  in  all  probability  it  wiH 
tecome  general  in  the  profession ;  but  in  order  to  be 
uefol,  i7  must  he  safe,  and  I  trust  the  abore  narratire 
Till  prove,  as  it  is  intended  to  be,  a  warning  against  the 
indBoiminate  Q^lpIoyment  of  a  powerful  agent,  which, 
is  incompetent  hands,  or  under  unfaTOurable  circum. 
ittnces,  is  capable  of  producing  very  disagreeable  if  not 
iugervM  effects. 

Coltishall,  January  25, 1847. 


AMPUTATION  PERFORMED  UNDER  THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  i£TH£R. 

to  tbs  boitor  op  the  provimoxal  midical  avd 
buk6icai.  journal. 

Sir, 

The  result  of  operations  performed  upon  patients 
osder  the  influence  of  aether,  will,  for  a  long  time  to 
cone,  be  regarded  with  peculiar  interest  both  by  the 
medical  profession  and  the  public ;  and  it  seems  desirable 
Alt  the  practice  o(  reporting  all  the  cases  which  occur, 
wlMliier  fiivonrable  or  otherwise,  should  be  conlinned>  as 
iffi)iding  the  best  means  of  enabling  ns,  in  due  time,  to 
obtain  a  correct  knowledge  and  form  a  just  estimate  of 
ihe  real  value  of  this  highly  interesting  and,  I  hope,  most 
Iiippy  discovery.  I  am  consequently  induced  to  send 
yw  a  brief  report  of  a  case  which  I  had  at  the 
NorUuunpton  General  Infirmary,  on  Thnrsdsy,  the 
21st  inst 

My  patient,  a  Utile  boy  12  years  old,  had  for  two  or 
three  years  been  the  subject  of  scrofubus  disease  of  his 
left  knee.  Treatment  had  proved  useless,  and  his  consti- 
totion  had  begun  to  feel  the  effect  of  local  disease. 
Anpotation  therefore  became  the  only  chance  of  saving 
life,  and  to  this  lx>th  the  parents  and  the  patient  were  at 
length  induced  to  consent.  The  means  so  happily  dis- 
covered for  preventing  the  pain  of  surgical  operations  not 
kring  been  tried  at  this  Infirmary,  I  determined  to  avail 
Bfself  of  this  case  for  the  experiment,  and  had  arranged 
to  call  upon  the  parents  and  request  their  consent,  but 
fcrtonately  the  mother,  anticipating  my  wishes,  waited 
vpOD  me,  and  requested  that  either  this  or  any  otiier 
■ssMue  mi^t  be  adopted  if  it  conld  afibrd  a  cbanee  of 
idiiving  her  child  from  the  agonies  of  the  operation. 

I  timaght  it  expedient  to  try  the  eflteti  of  inhalation 
the  day  before  the  operation;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
attach  some  importance  to  this,  believing  that  some  coses 
•f  fuhire,  which  have  been  reported,  might  possibly 
hart  been  snccemlal,  had  such  a  meoaure  of  precaution 
been  nsed.  The  little  boy  was  at  fint  rather  alarmed, 
and,  bom  the  eflbeti  of  agitation  and  oppreheniioo,  not 
iMe  to  biMUhe  the  vapoor  well,  bat  by  a  little  genUe 
pmottiooaiid  eneoaragfaeot  be  loon  jraoeoeded  i&  doing 


so,  and  in  about  two  minutes  the  stupifyiog  eflbet  of 
inhalatioQ  was  full  and  satisfactory.  By  various  littie 
means  we,  assnred  oorselves  that  be  was  nnconscious  of 
pain.  He  was  pleased  when  he  awoke,  and  ulked  about 
his  iilce  dreams,  and,  the  next  morninfr,  when  I  went 
to  him,  a  little  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  . 
operation,  I  fonnd  him  quite  cheerful,  and  apparently 
feeling  confident  that  he  should  not  suffer  any  pain.  He 
said  he  shoold  not  be  afraid  this  time,  and  that  he  would 
breathe.it  well.  He  did  so,  when  plaaed  upon  tiie  table, 
wttboat  ai^  ogiution;  but  the  efiects  on  this  occasion 
were  not  produced  so  soon  as  the  day  before,  which  I 
attributed  to  bis  seeing  so  many  gentlemen  in  the 
room,  together  with  other  feelings  which  might  attend 
the  occasion;  but  in  about  four  minutes  the  stale 
of  unconsciousness  appeared  to  be  complete,  and  I  pro- 
ceeded with  the  operation,— amputation  above  the  knee. 

The  limb  was  removed  in  about  two  minutes,  duribg 
which  time  not  the  slightest  motion  nor  sign  of  sensation 
was  observed ;  afterwards  he  became  partially  awake,  and 
capable  of  conversation,  but  still  seemed  to  suffer  no  pain 
from  tying  the  vessels  and  dressing  the  stump.  As  on 
the  day  before  he  talked  about  his  dreams,  but  most  dis- 
tinctly assoied  as  that  he  bad  not  been  consdoas  of  any 
saflbring.  All  the  medical  officers  of  the  Infiriury  were 
present,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  all  the  surgeons 
of  the  town,  and  some  others,  and  every  one  was  satisfied 
that  the  power  of  the  vapour  had  been  most  folly  and 
satisfactorily  shown. 

I  attach  no  particular  value  to  the  apparatus  I  made  use 
of,  not  doubting  that  many  better  ones  are  already  in  use, . 
and  that  hrther  improvements  will  probably  still  be 
msde ;  I  merely  mention,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  common 
wide-mouthed  bottle,  holding  about  one  and -a-half  pint, 
fitted  with  a  cork,  which  is  perforated  by  two  glass  tubes. 
One  of  these,  the  breathing  tube,  goes  in  no  forther  thaa 
just  through  the  cork;  the  other  goes  nearly  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bottle,  its  lower  end  being  immersed  in  the  ssther^ 
of  which  about  half  a  pint  is  required.  This  tube  admits 
fresh  air  into  the  bottle  as  fast  as  it  is  drawn  out  by  the 
breathing  tube;  and  the  said  air  passing  through  the 
aether,  becomes  strongly  impregnated  by  its  vapour.  A 
piece  of  sponge  is  fixed  at  the  upper  part  of  the  bottle 
above  the  sether ;  an  elastic  tube  is  attached  to  the  outer 
orifice  of  the  breathing  tube,  and  to  the  other  end  of  the 
elastic  tube,  a  Un  mouth-piece  of  two  parts,  one  for 
inhaling  out  of  the  bottie,  the  other  for  exhaling,  the 
latter  tube  requiring  a  simple  valve. 

I  hsve  pleasure  in  stating  that  my  littie  patient,  is 
going  on  in  all  respects  perfectly  well. 

,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  TERRY. 


OBSERVATIONS   ON   THE  INHALATION  OF 
SULPHUBIC  JSTHER. 

By  Clbmbmt  Hawums,  Esq„  Surgeon,  Cheltenham* 

The  introdaotlon  of  a  new  remedy  into  the  proofieo 
of  medicine  and  surgery,  at  all  times  ottraeCa  great 
attention ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  many  oaelnl 
remedies  often  fall  into  disrepate  and  disuse,  in  con* 
sequence  of  the  indiscriminate  application  of  them* 

Those  memben  of  (he  medical  pioAaiion  who  tm? o 
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INHALATION  OP  JETHER* 


had  an  opportanilj  of  testing  tha  effioa<^  of  tbe  inhala- 
tion of  iha  vapour  of  inlpbnrie  siher,  in  rendering 
patients  insensible  to  tbe  pdn  attendant  on  surgical 
operations»  appear  to  ha?e  pronounced  unanimously 
•  rerdlot  in  favour  of  the  discovery  of  Dr.  C.  J.  Jackson, 
•ad  Or.  Morton*  in  America.  Such  appears  to  be  the 
case,  if  we  may  credit  the  accounts  lately  promulgated 
by  tbe  daily  press.  Dr..  Bigelow»  in  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Stirpeal  Jownal,  has  given  a  detailed 
account  of  the  effects  of  this  disooveiy  in  nnuMious 
cases.  I  have  read  carefully  some  eztracu  fh>m  his 
paper  in'  the  last  number  ef  the  Briiith  and  Foreign 
Medical  Review,  and  I  cannot  consider  the  symptoms 
which  accompanied  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour 
altogether  free  from  danger.  In  some,  alarming 
cerebral  symptoms  occurred ;  one  patient  became  ex- 
cited, and  required  to  be  confined  in  the  chair.  '*  Young 
subjects  are  affected  with  nausea  and  Tomiting,  and 
for  this  reason  Dr.  Morton  has  refused  to  administer 
it  to  children." 

A  short  time  since,  I  witnessed  the  effects  of  this 
remedy  on  the  person  of  a  young  medical  man,  of 
spare  habit.  He  requested  my  attendance  late  in  the 
evening  to  restrain  a  proftise  hmmoirhage,  consequent 
on  the  application  of  two  leeches,  to  his  gum.  I  suc- 
ceeded by  the  use  of  pare  tannin.  He  informed  me« 
that  two  days  previously,  the  crown  of  a  tooth  had  been 
broken  off,  in  the  attempts  made  by  a  dexterous  dentist 
to  extract  it;  this  operation  was  followed  by  great 
inflammation,  aggravated  by  exposure  to  cold ;  the  pain 
he  suffered  was  almost  intolerable.  The  next  day,  con- 
trary to  my  advice,  he  determin€\|i  on  having  the  stamp 
removed.  I  cannot  imagine  a  more  painful  proceeding, 
considering  the  state  of  the  parts  on  which  the  operation 
was  to  be  performed.  He  requested  Chat  I  should  be 
present,  aa  he  was  about  to  inhale  tbe  vapour  of  SBther 
previous  to  the  attempt  being  made. 

A  bladder,  with  a  suitable  mouth-piece,  &c.,  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Rock,  of  tbe  Montpellier  Baths,  in 
this  town,  and  the  sulphuric  asther  put  in  it.  The 
patient  proceeded  to  inhale  tbe  vapour;  in  two  or  three 
minutes  he  beetfme  quite  unoonscioua;  complete  re- 
laxation of  the  muscles  ensued;  the  pupils  were 
dilated ;  the  pulse  small  and  quick.  The  dentist,  with 
an  elevator,  proceeded  to  eradicate  the  stump,  which 
broke  in  the  attempt.  About  one  minute  was  occupied 
in  performing  the  operation,  when  he  started  from  the 
sofis,  and  commenced  dancing  and  singing,  placing 
himself  in  a  pugilistic  attitude,  and  made%  desperate 
attack  on  a  vapour  bath  which  was  standing  in  tbe 
room.  The  face  and  neck  were  much  congested,  and 
far  darker  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  under  any  cir- 
cumstances,  the  pupils  enormously  dilated.  I  must 
say  I  was  relieved  from  much  anxiety,  when  I  saw  the 
countenance  restored  to  its  natural  state.  I  shoold 
think  the  whole  period  occupied  in  inhaling  the 
Tapour,  and  the  return  to  consciousness,  was  not  more 
than  five  minutes.  The  pain  returned  with  great 
violence,  and  he  again  attempted  to  inhale  the  vapour, 
which  proved  a  failure.  Farther  attempts  were  made 
to  eradicate  the  offending  stump  in  vain.  I  recom- 
mended himr  to  go  home  and  take  a  grain  of  muriate  of  I 


morphia ;  in  the  evening  he  was  free  from  pain.  He 
informed  me  that  although  he  felt  no  pain  during  the 
operation,  he  was  not  altogetlier  unconscious. 

I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  communicate  the 
particulars  of  this  case,  and  .to  make  Uiese  observations 
on  the  use  of  this  new  discovery,  and  I  hope  the 
members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  will  give  a  candid  statement  in  the  Journal 
of  the  effects  of  tbe  remedy  under  consideration.  Many 
I  know  have  already  operated  under  its  influence,  and 
it  is  very  desirable  we  should  have  their  experi- 
ence faithfally  recorded. 

Dr.  Ware,  of  Boston,  in  his  lelter  to  Dr.  Forbes,  in 
the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  says, "  objec- 
tions may  arise,  of  which  we  do  not  dream,  and  evils 
may  be  found  to  follow  which  we  do  not  now  perceive," 
The  violent  gesticulations  that  ensuedin  the  instance  I 
hare  detailed,  although  of  no  great  importance  in  an 
operation  unattended  by  hflsmorrhage,  would  have  been 
of  serious  consequence  in  one  in  which  it  was  requisite  to 
divide  large  vessels.  I  feel  it  would  have  been  almost 
impossible  to  restrain  the  muscular  exertions  of  my 
friend,  who  informed  me  that  similar  effects  follow  the 
inhalation  of  laughing  gas. 

If  I  were  desirous  of  performing  an  operation  under 
tbe  influence  of  the  vapour  of  siher,  I  should  certainly 
make  a  preliminary  experiment  on  the  patient  some 
days  before  the  operation  was  to  be  done,  and  in  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  I  shoold  decline  using 
it  in  cases  of  accident  requiring  amputation,  &c.  In 
plethoric  subjects  and  in  those  who  have  a  disposition 
to  cerebral  congestion,  I  should  consider  tbe  use  of  the 
remedy  wholly  inapplicable. 


REMOVAL,  OF  A  STEATOMATOUS  TUMOUR 
UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  SULPHURIC 
iGTHER. 

Elizs  Morris,  a  patient  of  the  Chichester  Infirmary, 
aged  29,  the  subject  of  a  steatomatous  tumour,  situated 
deeply  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  about  the  size  of  a 
goose's  egg,  was  operated  on  on  the  29lli  instant,  in  the 
presence  of  several  members  of  the  profession,  whilst 
under  the  efiect  of  sulphuric  ether,  by  Mr.  Abraham 
Doke,  senior  Surgeon  of  that  Institation. 

The  patient  having  been  plsced  in  a  proper  position 
for  the  operation,  end  the  nose  being  closed  by  an  assist- 
ant, the  inhslation  was  commenced,  and  in  about  six 
minutes  it  was  quite  evident  that  the  vapour  had 
produced  the  desired  effect,  (this  was  indicated  by  the 
turning  up  of  the  eyes,  falling  of  the  eye-lids,  a  fixed  but 
dilated  state  of  the  pupils,  the  lowering  of  the  pulse,  and 
the  total  unconsciousness  of  the  patient,)  when  the 
fingers  were  removed  from  the  nose  for  a  few  seconds. 
Mr.  Dalce  then  began  his  first  incision,  and  in  three 
minutes  the  tumour  was  dessected  out,  without  the 
patient  evincing  the  least  sign  of  pain,  or  any  unpleasant 
effects  supervening.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
operation  she  moaned  occssionally,  and  says  she  felt  a 
slight  priclc,  but  not  anything  like  psin ;  in  fiict  she  was  not 
aware  of  having  undergone  tbe  operation  when  placed  iu 
bed,  twenty  minutes  after  it  had  actually  been  performed. 
It  was  necessary  to  make  use  of  six  sutores,  and  although 
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80  mmaj  were  imerted  no  ptio  whatever  was  thea  ezperi- 
•ncedl ;  this  wts  the  more  eztrtordioary  at  she  was  then 
tolkiiiK  with  those  standing  aionnd  her.  No  rapour  was 
•dminisCered  after  the  raooral  of  the  diseased  part. 

Nnoieroiis  expensive  and  eomplicated  apparatus  have 
beeo  invented  for  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  ether, 
but  in  this  ease  nothing  bat  a  common  inhaler,  with  that 
portion  of  Reed's  enema  syringe  containing  the  valves, 
iatitMiacetl  between  the  vessel  and  the  tube,  with  an 
India  rubber  covering  for  the  mouth,  was  used,  and  with 
the  most  perfect  success.  This  is  another  very  satisfactory 
instance  of  the  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  use 
of  the  vaponr  of  ether,  an  its  valuable  assistance  to  the 
sorgeon  in  difiScolt  and  painful  operations. 


PERSPIRATION  IN  FEBRILE  DISEASES. 

to  thx  kditor  op  thb  pbovincial  mbdical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir. 

In  jonr  number  of  January  27th,  you  report  the 
proceedings  uf  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Association.  In  the  discussion  on 
Isrer  which  then  took  place,  I  am  made  to  observe, 
"  that  the  peculiar  odour  emitted  in  cases  of  fever  was 
given  out  by  the  perspiration." 

This  certainly  was  the  first  observation  I  used,  but 
I  employed  it  merely  as  the  test  to  introduce  to  the 
notice  of  the  meeting,  a  more  important  one,  to  which 
a  long  experience  in  the  treatment  of  febrile  diseases 
had  led  me,— ^namely,  that  the  period  of  infection  in 
levers  and  febrile  diseases  was  that  in  which  the 
perspiration  was  offensive  in  its  odour. 

The  exanthemata  plainly  prove  the  part  performed 
by  the  skin  in  the  relief  of  fevers  j  we  use  a  portion  of 
the  secreted  matter  to  convey  their  infection ;  while 
in  continued  fever,  as  I  maintain,  this  infecUon  is  pro- 
pagated by  the  diseased  perspiration,  sensible  by  con- 
tact, insensible  by  inhalation. 

I  then  took  a  wider  range,  and  in  relation  to  phthisis 
pulmonalis,  said  I  had  seen  many  cases  where  relatives 
preriously  healthy,  and  by  no  means  predisposed,  had 
become  diseased  in  consequeace  of  their  sleeping  con. 
stantly  with  those  affected  by  it,  more  particularly 
relating  instances  of  husbands  and  wives,  sisters,  &c. 
The  night-sweats  in  this  disease  have  always  had 
offensive  odour,  and  are  a  diseased  secretion;  and 
the  disease  is  infectious  under  this  condition — namely, 
by  contact,  and  not  by  inhalation,  for  nurses  and  others 
xarely  receive  it,  and  it  is  from  this  circumstance  that 
it  has  neither  been  considered  neither  infectious  nor 
contagions. 

I  proceeded  farther  to  remark,  that  in  rheumatism  (a 
specific  disease  of  a  febrile  character,  attended  with 
offensive  perspiration,)  I  had  seen  relatives  in  close 
attendance  attacked  with  febrile  symptoms,  complete 
in  every  respect  excepting  the  specific  characters  of 
zheumatism,  while  hired  nurses  altogether  escaped. 

This  subject,  an  interesting  and  highly  important 
one,  is  worthy  of  farther  investigation,  more  particularly 
In  relation  to  the  health  of  the  community,  and  the 
prevention  of  disease.  I  am  well  aware  that  many 
theories  have  been  pat  forth  to  acoount  for  the  contagion 


of  fever  and  diseases  of  a  fcbrile  oharacterj  into 
these  I  have  no  time  now  to  enter;  bat  I  wosld 
reiterate,  that  when  diseases  are  accompanied  by 
unhealthy  cnticular  exhalation,  thej  are  more  or  less 
contagious,.— that  the  skin  is  the  organ  from  which 
infection  is  received.  Leaving  the  subject  for  farther 
inquiry,  anxious  only,  that  what  appeare  a  trivial  and 
tyro-like  observation,  should  be  explained  by  its 
sequence  of  practical  remarks, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obeedint  servant, 

JAMES  TUNSTALL,  M.D. 
Bath  Hospital,  January  dOth,  1847. 


OPERATIONS   PERFORMED    UNDER    THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

Among  the  more  remarkable  operations  performed  at 
the  metropolitan  Hospitals  under  the  influence  of  the 
vapour  of  sulphuric  ether  since  our  last,  are  one  of  CsBsarean 
operation^  by  Mr.  Skey,  at  St.  Bartholomen's  Hospital ; 
and  one  of  Hthotomy,  where  the  bladder  was  diseased, 
and  in  an  extremely  irritable  state,  by  Mr.  Aroott,  at  the 
Middlesex  Hospital. 

The  following  are  some  of  those  which  have  been  per- 
formed in  the  provinces  :— 

At  Liverpool,  at  the  Northern  Hospital,  by  Mr. 
Stubbs,  amputation  of  the  thigh,  for  diseased  knee-join i ; 
at  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  by  Mr.  Neill,  for  hard 
cataract  by  depression,  in  two  cases,  for  soft  cataract  by 
breaking  down  the  cataract,  and  for  strabismus. 

At  the  Northampton  Infirmary,  by  Mr.  Terry,  ampu- 
tation  of  the  thigh. 

At  Cheltenham,  by  Dr.  Brookes,  removal  of  the 
breast. 

At  Sheffield,  by  Mr.  Beekitt,  removal  of  the  middle 
finger  and  a  portion  of  the  hand. 

At  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
by  Mr.  Image,  removal  of  a  tumour  from  the  breast. 

At  Lynn,  at  the  West  Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital,  by 
Mr.  T.  Bullen,  removal  of  a  scirrhous  mamma. 

At  Maidstone,  at  the  Kent  Ophthalmic  Institution,  by 
Mr.  Woolcott,  removal  of  a  tumour  from  the  back  of  the 
neck;  fistula lacrymalis;  and  strabismus. 

At  the  Newcastle  Infirmary,  by  Mr.  Potter,  for  fistula ; 
and  in  a  case  of  diseased  bone. 

At  Bristol,  by  Mr.  Lansdown,  removal  of  a  cancerous 
tumour  from  the  lip ;  of  a  portion  of  nail  from  the  great 
toe;  and  amputation  of  the  leg. 

At  Laxfield,  Suffalk,  by  Mr.  Beales,  for  lithotomy. 

Mr.  Cotton,  of  Lynn,  has  employed  the  ether  vapour 
in  private  practice.  He  says,— -^'  In  one  case  the  most  per- 
fect composure  and  serenity  was  preserved,  during  a  painful 
operation ;  whilst  in  a  second  case,  the  most  boisterous, 
hysterical-like  spasms  (as  observed  by  Professor  Parker,) 
followed,  requiring  all  the  force  of  the  by-standers  to 
hold  the  patient;  a  farther  inhalation,  however,  effected 
the  required  degree  of  ooconscionsness,  and  the  operation 
was  completed  without  the  patient's  know l^ge,  or  the 
slightest  indication  of  pain." 

la  Edinborgh  the  inhalation  of  the  vapoar  hu  also 
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been  loecessruU?  employed  by  ProfesMr  Miller,  tt  the 
Roytl  lofirmary ;  aod  by  ProfeMor  SimpsoD,  in  a  ctie  of 
diiBcuU  Uboar,  a  notice  of  which  we  extract  from  the 
Edinburgh  fVeelky  Journal  i-^^K  few  dayi  ago  Pro- 
fessor Simpson  sUied  to  hit  class  that  be  had  practised, 
with  entitle  success,  the  inhalation  of  solphorie  ssther  io 
a  case  of  the  most  difflcalt  form  of  labour,  and  where, 
otherwise,  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  extreme.  The  mother  was  lame  and  deformed. 
At  a  former  accouchement  the  labour  lasted  three  or  four 
days ;  ^nd,  from  the  necessarily  protracted  use  of  instru- 
ments, the  patient's  agonies  were  very  great.  On  the 
present  occasion  Dr.  Simpson  had  previously  determined 
to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  use  of  all  instruments,  and  to 
attempt  to  extract  the  infant  by  the  feet.  He  expected 
to  be  aided  in  this  by  the  use  of  the  aether  inhalation. 
Accordingly,  when  labour  had  set  in  for  a  few  hours,  the 
patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of  mther,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  child  was  turned  and  extracted,  while  the 
mother  was  altogether  unconscious  of  the  operation,  and 
that,  too,  although  the  delivery  was  rendered  excessively 
difficult,  by  the  degree  of  compression  to  which  the 
child's  head  required  to  be  subjected.  On  afterwards 
awakening,  or  passing  from  her  ''ssiherealised  *  condition 
to  the  state  of  common  consciousness,  one  of  the  first 
circumstances  of  which  the  patient  became  aware  was  the 
noise  attendant  on  preparing  a  bath  to  resuscitate  the 
infant.  A  remarkable  circumstance  pointed  out  in  the 
case  by  Dr.  Simpson  was,  that  whilst  breathing  the  aether 
the  labour  pains  or  throes  continued,  and  yet  the  mother 
(to  speak  paradoxically,)  fell  no  paids.  We  hear  she  is 
rapidly  recovering,  and  was  dressed  and  walking  about 
the  house  on  the  fourth  day,  while  on  her  last  confinement 
she  could  not  leave  her  bed  for  four  or  five  weeks." 

In  Paris,  operations  have  been  performed  under  the 
influence  of  mther  at  the  H/^piul  St.  Louis,  by  MM. 
Maigaigoe  and  Velpeau,  and  at  La  Piti^.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  extract  from  a  private  letter,  in  reference  to  the 
practice  :•» 

"Operations  have  been  lately  performed  upon  four 
patients  at  La  Piii^  under  the  influence  of  the  inhals- 
tion  of  the  vapour  of  sulphuric  seiher:  tliree  of  the 
cases  succeeded  most  satisfactorily,  but  io  the  fourth, 
the  usual  pain  was  felt,  owing,  it  is  supposed,  to 
the  patient  not  having  inhaled  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  the  vapour.  There  are  discussions  here  and  dif- 
fereoees  of  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  using  this 
prevention  against  pain,  and  the  general  impression  is, 
that  it  ia  inadmissable  in  cases  where  violent  re-action 
and  excitement  of  the  eircnlation  would  be  dangerous 
after  operation.  Farther  experiments,  however,  are  to 
be  made,  and  the  matter  is  likely  to  be  leferred  to  the 
Academy  of  Sclenees." 


DEPUTATION  TO  SIR  GEORGE  GREY. 

On  Friday,  the  Sth  initant,  a  Deputation  from  the 
Council  of  the  National  iDttitnte  of  Medicine,  Surgery, 
and  Midwifery,  was  honoured  with  an  interview  by 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

James  Paget,  Esq.,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  HospiUI, 
has  been  appointed  IVofoe8<9  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  the  ipom  of  Mr. 
J.  P.  South,  resigned. 

Dr.  William  Pulteney  Alison  has  been  appointed 
First  Physician  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  in  Scothmd, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Davidson,  deceased.  Dr. 
Robert  Christison  has  been  appointed  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  Physicians  in  Ordinary,  in  Scotland;  and 
Dr.  James  Yarde  Simpson  ^  been  appointed  Phystoan 
Accoucheur  to  Her  Majest^  in  Scotland. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  Febnury 
7th,  1847 :— R.  A.  W.  Westley ;  J.  K.  Baines;  W.  S. 
Brigga;  £.  Govett;  J.  L.  Palmer;  J.  Harward;  M. 
Morris ;  C.  Downes. 

HUNTBKIikN  ORATIOK. 

The  Hunterian  Oration  will  be  delivered  on  the  14th 
February,  in  the  Theatre  of  the  College,  by  Joseph 
Henry  Green,  Esq. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Janasry 
21st:— GeoigeWilmshurst,  Warwick;  Wm.SutherUod 
Meek,  Nantwich. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  January  8th,  aged  6^,  James  Ferris,  Esq. 
Surgeon,  Truro. 

January  15th,  at  Calais,  at  a  very  advanced  age, 
Midford  George  Leroux,  one  of  the  oldest  mem* 
bers  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  In  early  life  be  wss 
Staff-surgeon  in  India ;  but  his  love  of  travel  induced 
him  to  leave  the  service  and  visit  countries  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe.  About  forty  years  ago  he 
settled  at  Clifton,  near  Bristol,  where  his  varied 
attainments  soon  secured  an  ample  practice.  Becom« 
ing  the  subject  of  asthma,  he  withdrew  from  profes- 
sional  life  and  resided  chiefly  abroad ;  but  his  seal  to 
keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  science  was  unabated  by 
physical  infirmities,  and  he  preserved  to  the  last  the 
character  of  an  accomplished  surgeon  and' gentleman. 

January  22nd,  at  Burton>on-Trent,  aged  7%,  John 
Spender,  Esq.,  M.D. 

January  25th,  at  Denmark  Hill,  Surrey,  aged  27, 
John  Buxton,  Esq.  M.D. 

Jan.  30th,  at  Ryde,  aged  44,  A.  T.  S.  Dodd,  Esq., 
Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  Her  Majesty*  formerly 
Suigeon  to  the  Infirmary,  Chichester 

Feb.  2nd,  at  Bristol,  aged  89,  Gawen  BaU,  M.D. 

Lately,  Isaac  Raines,  Esq.,  MJ).,  Burton  Pidsee, 
near  Hull. 


ERRATUM. 
Fkge  52,  coL  1,  line  9,  for  Dr.  George  **  RobiuODt' 
read  Dr.  George  *'  Johnson.' 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
CommunieatiOBa  liave  been  received  firom  Dr.  W.  P. 
Brookes;   Dr.  Jeffireys;   Mr.  0.  F.  Wilb}  Mr* 
Bmumt  I  Mr.  A.  Napper  s  Dr.  Culteo. 


PROVINCIAL 
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A  LECTURE  ON  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

By  Charlbs  Hastings,  M.D.,  F.G.S.,  Physician  to 

the  Worcester  lafirinary. 
(Read  before  tUe  Worcestershire  Natural  History 

Society,  January,  1847.)  ^^ 

The  importance  of  paying  serious  attention  to  the 
questions  which  are  involved  in  the  consideration  of 
public  health  cannot  be  well  overrated;  the  most 
cBsaal  observation  must  shew  us  that  we  are  continu- 
ally affected  by  the  objects  which  surround  us,  and 
that  it  has  pleased  the  AlSiighty  to  place  us  on  this 
earth  for  a  brief  season,  and  that  our  life,  and  health, 
and  happiness,  are  day  by  day  dependent  on  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  over  which  it  has  pleased  his  Maker 
to  give  man  some  degree  of  controul.  The  health, 
therefore,  and  length  of  life'  of  any  community  are  in 
some  degree  dependent  upon  the  adaptation  of  their 
existence  to  the  laws  by  which  it  has  pleased  Providence 
this  world  shall  be  governed. 

The  volume  of  Nature  lies  open  to  all,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  medical  philosopher;  in  all  regions  he  is 
eicited  to  peruse  her  pages,  to  interpret  her  language 
and  explain  her  laws.  In  the  eipeditions,  whether 
of  discovery,  war,  or  commerce,  made  to  remote 
parts,  and  to  every  climate  of  this  earth,  we  see  the 
utmost  variety  in  the  condition  of  mankind.  It  seems 
to  me  that  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  the  actual  phenomena 
going  on  in  this  globe  is  congenial  to  man,  and  this 
disposition  should  be  encouraged  and  directed  to  the 
acquirement  of  a  more  precise  knowledge  of  every 
country  and  people. 

If,  in  the  small  space  occupied  by  Great  Britain,  no 

variation  of  climate,  properly  so  called,   is    to   be 

found,  some  difference  of  temperature  certoinly  there 

is  between  the  coasts  of  Cornwall  and  the  bleak  hills  of 

Cumberland ;  some  diversity  of  elevation  and  depression 

of  surface  from  the  summit  of  Snowdon  to  the  low 

lands  of  Cambridgeshire.    These  accidents  of  situation, 

connected  with  habits  of  life,  influence  health  in  oo 

inconsiderable  degree.    It  is  a   popular  notion  that 

the  greater  the  elevation  the  more  perfect  the  sute  of 

health.    The  mountaineer  is  commonly  characterized 

by  a  robust  energy  of  frame  and  length  of  days,  denied 

to   the   inhabiuhts   of  vallies.     But  the   scientific 

inquirer  will  refer  to  a  nnmber  of  circnmsttnces  to 

account  for  this  privilege.    This  happy  stote  of  exemp- 

tion  or  partial  exemption  from  disease,  will  depend 

mnch   on   modes  of  life;— on   diet,   exerdse,  and 

temperance ;— on  employments,  whether  sedentary, 
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manufacturing ; — solitary  or  gregarious ; — mining,  che- 
fDical  processes,  or  agriculture.  But  all  experience  goes 
to  establish  the  fact  that  a  country  life  is  more  favour* 
able  than  a  town  life  to  health  and  longevity. 

The  question  which  modern  science  has  to  solve  ist 
whether  there  is  not  some  means  by  which  the  un- 
healtblness  of  the  inhabitants  of  towns  may  be  averted, 
and  by  which  they  may  be  placed  in  a  similar  position, 
as  to  the  duration  of  life,  as  their,  in  this  respect,  more 
fortunate  brethren  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Chad  wick,  whose  practical  experience  in  the 
inquiries  which  have  relation  to  public  health  is  very 
great,  thus  speaks  to  this  question  in  his  report  to  the 
City  Commissioners  of  Worcester  :— 

"  There  appears  to  be  no  sufficient  reason  for  not 
believing  that  it  is  within  the  reach  of  practical 
measures  to  bring  the  health  of  the  population  of 
Worcester,  up  to  that  enjoyed  in  Tenbury,  Martley, 
and  Up ton-on  Severn. 

**  Now,  what  is  the  loss  of  health  and  life  in  Worcester 
as  compared  with  the  loss  of  life  experi^ced  in  the 
Tenbury  district,— a  district  not  freed,  as  many  public 
establishments  are,  from  the  ravages  of  epidemics,  and 
therefore  not  affording  a  very  high  standard  ! 

"According  to  investigations,  founded  on  the  largest 
experience,  the  proportions  of  the  death;  of  infants  to 
the  deaths  of  adults,  are  the  best  tests  of  the  sanatory 
condition  of  a  population,  because  infant  life  is  the 
most  dependent  on  atmospheric  purity,  because  the 
infantine  mortality  is  the  least  affected  by  the  migra* 
tion  or  emigration,  or  the  occupations  of  the  adult 
population. 

"Now,  it  appears  from  the  Registrar  General's 
annual  return,  that  whilst  out  of  every  hundred 
children  born  alive,  at  Tenbury,  and  the  sarron^ding 
district,  eleven  died  within  the  year  of  their  birth ;  at 
Worcester,  no  less  than  twenty-one  died  within  the 
year  of  their  birth.  Had  this  increased  rate  of  mor- 
tality at  Worcester  during  that  year,  been  io  tlie  same 
proportion  bb  in  the  Tenbury  district,  there  would! 
have  been  151  deaths  fewer ;  if  the  rate  of  births  iMid 
been  at  the  same  rate  as  in  the  Tenbnry  dbtrict,  <bere 
would  have  been  35  births  fewer  to  make  up  the 
deficiencies  of  the  increased  mode  of  mortality.  In 
the  latter  district,  the  average  age  of  all  who  died  was 
41  years  and  four  months,  and  the  average  age 
of  all  the  adults,  all  above  twenty,  who  died  daring 
that  year,  was  59  years  and  six  months,  or  nearly  three- 
score years;  whilst  in  Worcester  the  average  age  of  all 
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who  died  was  33  yean  aod  four  montha  only ;  and  of 
all  who  died  abore  the  twentieth  year,  56  yean  and 
•erea  luontba  only.  Upwards  of  31  per  cent,  were  cut 
off  in  the  prime  of  life  before  the  natural  and  insurable 
term  as  ascertained  in  the  adjoining  district»^-tfaat  is  to 
say,  between  20  and  60  years  of  age.  One  with  anotber, 
each  adult  who  dSed  during  that  year,  lost  two  years 
and  eleven  months  of  healthful  life  and  working  ability, 
as  comjpared  with  the  durations  of  adult  life  in  the 
Tenbury  district.  The  loss  of  life  lost  to  each  indi- 
ridual  in  Worcester  is,  therefore,  not  less  thaa  eight 
years;  in  other  words,  supposing  that  the  same  pro- 
portionate rates  of  mortality  obtained  in  Worcester  as 
in  the  Tenbury  district  from  year  to  year,  as  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  there  would,  then  the  duration 
of  life  to  every  individual  bom  and  reared  in  Worcester, 
is  one  fifth  less  than  it  would  be.'* 

During  the  whole  course  of  my  medical  life,  and  my 
residence  in  this  ciry,  which  now  extends  to  nearly  thirty 
years,  the  question  of  the  state  of  the  public  health  of 
its  inhabitants  has  repeatedly  engaged  my  attention, 
and  it  will,  I  am  sure,  be  in  the  recollection  of  many 
members  of  this  Society  who  now  hear  me,  that  I  have, 
on  several  occasions,  pressed  it  on  their  notice.  Hap- 
pily I  can  now  do  so  under  more  promising  circum- 
stances than  formerly,  for  the  endeavour  to  improve 
the  social  condition  of  the  town-populalion  is  no  longer 
confined  to  individual  exertion.  I  may  congratulate 
myself  and  you,  that  what  a  few  years  ago  was  almost 
confined  to  a  few  members  of  the  medical  profession. 
Las  now  become  a  national  movement,  and  that  the 
Government  of  the  country,  seeing  the  immense  im- 
portance of  the  improvement  of  the  health  of  towns, 
have  issued  commissions  of  inquiry,  and  hare  thus 
obtained  a  great  mass  of  valuable  information,  which 
will  enable  them  to  legislate  with  security  on  this  com- 
plicated and  difficult  subject. 

Besides  which,  associations  have  sprung  up  supported 
by  the  most  influential  of  our  countrymen,  having  for 
their  object  the  exposition  of  the  causes  which  operate 
so  injuriously  in  our  large  towns,  not  only  on  the 
health  and  longevity  of  the  inhabitants,  but  also  on 
their  religious  and  moral  improvement,  for  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  an  incalculable  amount  of  demoral- 
iseation  is  attributable  to  the  same  causes. 

It  is,  however,  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  either 
the  pQSsession  of  wealth,  or  immunity  from  labour, 
are  the  points  which  make  the  difference  in  the  degree 
of  health.  The  rich  man-s  abundance  may  expose  him 
to  as  many  diseases  arising  from  excess  or  indolence,  as 
those  which  beset  the  poor  man  owing  to  hard  fare 
or  scanty  clothing.  Let  the  labourer  but  have  a 
decent  house  built  on  a  dry  soil,  well  drained,  and  with 
all  its  putrefying  refuse  properly  removed,— let  his 
dwelling  have  at  least  two  bed-rooms  above  the  ground- 
floor,  and  let  it  have  a  good  supply  of  pure  water  and 
fresh  air,  and  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  he  is  as 
likely  to  enjoy  health  and  length  of  life,  supposing  that 
nmilar  attention  is  paid  to  the  place  in  which  he  does 
his  work,  as  the  most  wealthy  of  his  employers.  The 
imth  of  the  above  remark  has  been  amply  attested  by 
the  Report  of  the  Health  of  Towns*  Commission,  and 


it  is  highly  eocouraging,  as  proving  that  the  evils  oC 
poverty  aod  sickness  which  at  prcaent  weigh  down  our 
town-population,  admit  of  great  MselionUion  if  the 
means  applicable  thereto  he  pbilantbropicaUy  tad 
energetically  employed. 

I  shall  not,  however,  indulge  farther  in  any  general 
remarks,  but  engage  your  aHention  in  conttdering  very 
briefly  some  of  the  circumstances  in  the  city  of 
Worcester  which  have  reference  to  the  public  health  of 
thu  inhabitants.  The  city  of  Worcester  is  ^one  of  the 
most  ancient  in  England,  and  some  of  its  buildings, 
although  they  attest  its  antiquity,  are  on  that  very 
account  not  very  favourable  to  health.  Its  aitnation 
is  inland,  the  distance  from  the  nearest  sea-coast  being 
about  sixty  miles.  The  elevation  of  the  city  at  the 
Cross  above  the  sea,  is  about  seventy  feet,  and  the 
elc\ia4||iiat  the  Cross  above  the  bed  of  the  Severn  is 
about  forty  feet.  This  elevation  extends  along  High 
Street  and  Foregate  Street,  and  is  to  be  noticed  as 
affording  the  opportunity  of  an  easy  drainsge  of  a 
great  part  of  the  city  into  the  Severn.  The  relation 
of  the  river  to  the  city  is  pirticularly  worthy  of  atten- 
tion ;  many  of  the  houses  are  built  upon  its  banks,  and 
we  have  now  a  rnpid  flowing  stream,  eight  feet  deep, 
continually  assisting,  by  creating  a  current,  to  ventilate 
the  streets,  and  to  carry  away  all  impurities.  The 
late  improvement  of  this  noble  river  appears  to  me 
highly  favourable  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
substituting;  a  full  rapid  stream  for  what  was  formerly 
in  many  parts,  for  portions  of  the  year,  little  better 
than  a  stagnant  ditch,  with  many  impurities  during 
the  summer  season  decomposing  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  many  houses  are  built 
upon  land  liable  to  be  inundated  by  floods,  for  not 
only  are  the  inhabitants  of  those  houses  subject  to  great 
inconvenience,  but  I  fear  on  many  occasions  their 
health  suffers  severely. 

The  appearance  of  the  principal  streets  of  the  city 
is  striking,  and  they  are  broad  and  wall  paved;  but 
almost  all  the  minor  streets,  especially  those  between 
the  High  Street  and  the  river,  are  narrow,  and  deficient 
in  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

I  may  say  also,  that  there  has  been  great  inattention 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  in  fixing  upon  in- 
salubrious portions  of  ground  for  building  upon.  That 
portion  of  the  city  called  the  Blockhouse,  was,  until 
lately,  positively  an  undraioed  marsh ;  and  the  sick- 
ness that  for  some  years  prevailed  among  the  inhabi- 
tants was  very  great;  but  a  few  years  ago  au  act  waa 
obtained  to  improve  the  drainage  of  this  locality,  and 
a  large  sum  of  money  was  expended  in  a  culvert, 
which  has  greatly  improved  the  land,  and  has  also 
tended  to  lessen  the  mortality  of  the  inhabitants.  At 
on  all  similar  occasions,  where  it  has  been  necessary 
to  make  a  rate  for  raising  money  for  such  purposes, 
a  great  outcry  was  made  against  the  promoters  of  this 
public  improvement ;  but,  independently  of  every  other 
consideration,  the  public  funds  have  been  benefitted 
by  this  outlay,  inasmuch,  as  many  a  father  who  would 
otherwise  have  met  an  early  grave,  by  fever  or  other 
disease,  has  been  spared  to  bring  up  hia  family  in 
comfort,  instead  of  leaving  them  a  burthen  to  the 
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.puiili.  It  were  well  if  the  tyttem  of  drainage  through- 
out other  parts  of  the  town  were  as  efficient ;  bat  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  the  substitution  of  cesspools  for 
drains  is  a  preralent  custom.  This  is  indefensible, 
for  the  situation  of  the  greater  part  of  the  city  is  well 
adapted  for  perfect  sewerage. 

I  can  quote  the  high  authority  of  Mr.  Austin  in 
favour  of  the  advantageous  position  of  Worcester,  in 
respect  to  drainage.  In  his  very  valuable  report  made 
Co  the  City  Commissioners  he  says,  "  The  city,  more- 
ofer»  whether  fortuitously  or  not,  is  so  constructed  as 
to  present  an  opportunity,  rarely  if  ever  met  with,  for 
'ObtaiDing  a  most  perfect  system  of  sewerage,  without 
difficulty  of  any  kind,  and  at  comparatively  trifling 
cost,  if  properly  and  comprehensively  laid  out.  So 
much  indeed  was  I  struck  with  this  peculiarity,  that  I 
would  almost  venture  to  state  it  as  an  impossibility, 
that  any  town  in  the  kingdom  could  present  an  equal 
area  that  could  be  more  adequately  sewered  at  less 
coat.  For  the  most  part  substantially  constructed,  the 
thoroughfares  are  laid  out  in  good  and  direct  lines,  the 
main  traversing  the  thoroughfare — the  continuous  line 
Foregate  Street,  Cross  Street,  and  High  Street — forming 
aa  it  were  the  ridge  or  hog*s>back  of  the  whole  city, 
from  which  the  diverging  thoroughfares,  short  and  at 
frequent  intervals,  fall  in  both  directions  with  ample 
declivity  into  lower  grounds,  which  have  their  outlet  in 
ihe  rivenSevem." 

When  we  consider  that  even  of  late  years  some  of 
those  who  have  erected  houses  and  buildings  in  this 
city  have,  in  many  instances,  paid  scarcely  any  atten- 
tion to  have  the  site  healthy,  and  the  houses  after  they 
are  erected  well  drained  and  ventilated,  we  cannot  but 
anxiously  hope  that  the  expected  legislative  measure 
will  contain  some  compulsory  provision  under  which 
all  future  buildings  shall  be,  as  far  as  possible,  pro- 
vided with  these  necessary  requirements,  and  also  some 
aecarity  against  the  crowding  together  of  large  masses 
of  the  community  in  pent-up  cellars  and  other 
Quaoitable  dwellings. 

But,  in  looking  at  the  condition  of  the  habitations 
MB  affecting  health,  the  transgression  of  its  laws  is  by 
no  means  confined  to  those  inhabited  by  the  poorer 
classes.  Many  of  the  country  (houses  in  England 
are  surrounded  with  circumstances  unfavourable  to 
health.  They  are  not  uncommonly  placed  on  a  gentle 
acclivity,  on  the  edge  of  a  marsh,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
the  prospect,  exposed  on  that  side,  although  it  may 
b*  the  east  or  north ;  whilst  on  the  other  side,  where 
the  ground  rises,  and  is  more  diversified,  they  are 
thickly  enclosed  by  trees,  frequently  being  laid  open 
on  one  aide  to.  malaria,  and  fenced  ip  on'the  other  by 
hills,  woods,  shrubberies,  garden  hedges,  or  high  walls 
and  stables.  They  become  perfect  boxes  of  malarious 
influences,  and  are  either  repeatedly  visited  by  fever, 
or  are  the  unsuspected  cause  of  declining^^heallh  of 
several  individuals  of  the  family,  for  malaria  when 
it  does  not  produce  fever,  seems  in  numerous  instances 
slowly  to  doange  the  digestive  funotions^  and  gradually 
to  nndermine  the  whole  health. 

After  this  digression,  regarding  country  houses,  I  shall 
not  at  prefent  farther  remark  on  those  circumstances  I 


which  affect  the  public  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Worcester,  but  I  shall  now  adduce  some  records  of  the 
population  of  this  ancient  city,  so  as  to  make  a  com- 
parison between  the  mortality  of  late  years  and  that 
which  prevailed  in  earlier  times.  In  doing  this,  how- 
ever, we  shall  find  difficulty  in  going  far  back  to  make 
any  safe  deductions,  for  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  all 
well  aware  that  our  population  returns  previous  to  the 
year  1800  are  very  imperfect.  Since  that  time  a 
census  has  been  taken  every  ten  years,  and  from  these 
public  documents  accurate  information  maybe  gleaned ; 
besides  which,  within  the  last  few  years,  the  Registrar 
General  has  published  quarterly  statements  of  the 
mortality  In  different  districts,  which  will  go  far  ia 
after-times  in  pointing  out  the  tainted  spots,  and  show 
in  what  parts  of  the  kingdom  certain  diseases  destruc- 
tive of  our  population  most  prevail. 

The  population  of  Worcester  previous  to  the  year 
1800  is  very  inadequately  reported.  We  possess  the 
aggregate  number  of  the  Inhabitants  for  two  or  three 
distant  periods,  yet,  on  this  number  we  cannot  depend 
with  any  certainty,  for  if  we  apply  to  the  parish  regis- 
ters wishing  to  discover  the  rate  of  increase  or  decrease, 
such  is  their  incorrectness  and  incompleteness,  that  all 
reasoning  from  them  would  be  inconclusive. 

The  whole  population  of  Worcester  is  stated  by 
Bishop  Sandys,  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
in  1563,  to  have  amounted  to  about  10,025,  and  this 
population  being  contained  within  the  old  city  walls 
must  have  been  very  crowded.  We  are  not  then,  sur- 
prised to  find  that  in  the  following  century  in  1646, 
disease  had  thinned  them  considerably ;  and  this 
was  found  to  be  the  case,  for  in  that  year,  when 
the  Parliamentary  forces  surrounded  the  city,  the 
population  only  amounted  to  7176,  and  even  when  the 
garrison  and  train  bands  were  added,  the  numbers  were 
little  more  than  9000.  In  those  evil  and  troublous 
times,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  the  population  retro- 
graded. A  check  must  necessarily  have  been  put  to 
trade  and  manufacture,  and  the  sword  did  its  part  ia 
slaying  many  of  the  most  vigorous  of  the  population. 
There  is  no  question  that  the  oscillation  of  the  woollen 
manufactory,  ouce  employing  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
population  of  this  city,  had  much  to  do  in  by-gone 
times  in  causing  a  fluctuation  in  the  number  of  the 
inhabitants.  In  the  plan  of  the  city,  published  by 
Mr.  G.Young  in  1779,  he  gives  the  number  of  the  inhab^ 
itants  at  13,104,  being  an  increase  of  5000  since  1646, 
and  of  3000  from  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

When  we  come  to  the  population  returns  in  1800, 
we  find  the  population  including  the  suburbs  amount- 
ing to  13,589;  in  1810,  to  19,759;  and  in  1821  to 
25,834.  In  the  returns  for  1831  and  1811  there  has 
also  been  some  increase,  but  during  the  last  twenty 
years  there  has  been  a  less  rapid  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation, owing  probably  to  the  generally  depressed 
state  of  the  glove-trade,  which  formerly  engaged 
large  numbera  of  the  population.  The  number  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  immediate  suburbs  of 
Worcester,  does  not  now,  I  believe,  reach  30,000  ;  so 
that  whereas,  from  1800  to  1820  there  was  an  increase 
of  12,000  in  the  population,   from  1820  to  1846  « 
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period  of  tfrenty-«iz  years,  it  has  not  iocreaaed  more 
than  4000.  It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  num- 
ber of  houses,  in  proportion-  to  the  inhabitants,  has 
increased  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century,  and  we  may  therefore  infer  that  the  population 
are  much  better  housed  than  they  were  during  the 
last  century. 

This  certainly  is  favourable  to  health,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  this,  with  other  causes,  has  been  latterly  ope- 
rating so  as  to  improve  the  public  health  of  Worcester ; 
for  this  increase  of  population  appears  rather  to  hare 
arisen  from  the  decrease  of  the  number  of  burials 
than  from  any  other  cause.  I  inier  this  from  the  facts 
exhibited  by  the  population  returns  for  the  last  forty 
years.  In  the  beginning  of  that  period  the  ratio  of  buri- 
als to  the  whole  population  was  much  greater  than  at 
present.  The  ratio  stands  thus  for  the  three  first  decen- 
nial periods.  In  1801  it  was  as  one  to  thirty-two.  In 
1811  as  one  to  forty  threer  In  1821  as  one  to  forty-eight. 
Mr.  Cbadwick,  for  1841,  makes  it  as  one  in  forty-four, 
but  again  in  1845,  according  to  the  returns  of  the 
Registrar  General,  the  deaths  were  as  one  to  forty- 
eight,  taking  the  population  at  28.000. 

This  result  is  encouraging,  as  shewing  that  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  although 
Worcester  is  larger  and  contains  nearly  double  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  it  is  become  more  healthy  and 
more  favourable  to  the  prolongation  of  life*  To  what- 
ever cause  this  is  to  be  attributed  the  fact  is  such,  and 
it  proves  that  this  city  exhibits  bills  of  mortality,  in 
which  the  average  number  of  deaths  is  smaller  than 
in  most  other  cities  of  the  same  population. 

If  we  consider  this  circumstance  in  its  true  light, 
it  is  very  encouraging  to  perseverance  in  the  philan- 
thropic efforts  that  are  now  making  to  improve  the 
health  of  towns  ;  for  there  was  a  period  not  far  distant, 
when  Worcester  was  particularly  subject  M>  fever,  and 
in  looking  into  Green's  '*  History  of  Worcester,"  yon 
will  find  that  during  the  two  last  centuries  pestilences 
have  repeatedly  visited  the  city,  and  have  carried  off 
large  numbers  of  the  inhabitants.  My  old  and  respected 
friend,  Mr.  Rayment,  who  practised  for  half  a  century 
in  Worcester,  thus  writes  in  relation  to  the  prevalence 
of  fevei":— "  In  1781  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Worcester 
were  reported  much  subject  to  fever.  If  we  consider 
the  wretched  state  in  which  many  of  the  lower  classes 
of  the  inhabitants  then  lived  and  were  crowded  together 
in  the  remains  of  the  former  clothing  manufactories,  the 
neglected  state  of  the  streets  in  which  these  dwellings 
were  situated,  the  open  state  of  the  drains  in  the  best 
streets,  the  frequent  stagnation  of  their  contents  giving 
rise  to  an  impure  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  these 
impurities  increased  by  large  quantities  of  decaying 
animal  matter  proceeding  from  the  glove  manufactories, 
it  appears  very  probable  that  these  local  circumstances 
made  more  active  the  sources  of  fever."  Nowy  it  is 
desirable  just  to  contemplate  the  altered  state  of 
Worcester  as  respects  health  since  the  time  above 
specified.  In  1781  we  have  the  most  undoubted 
evidence  that  about  one  out  of  thirty  of  the  inhahitanta 
died  annually.  At  the  present  time  only  one  ont  of 
forty-iiz  of  the  iohabitants  die  annually.    Now,  let  nt 


ask,  to  what  is  this  improvement  owing  ?  I  answer^ 
to  the  exertions  that  have  been  made  to  improve  the 
health  of  the  city. 

Credit  is  doe  to  the  City  Commissioners  for  many 
improvements  in  the  sanatory  state.  Imperfect  as  our 
drainage  still  is,  we  have  no  open  drains.  Nuisances, 
although  prevalent,  are  not  so  noxious  as  formerly. 

The  inhabitants  too  are  now  better  lodged  and 
clothed  than  formerly.  Upwards  of  two  thousand  new- 
houses  have  been  built  within  the  last  forty  years ;  and 
although  too  many  of  them  have  been  placed  in 
unhealthy  spots,  yet  the  manner  in  which  the  rising 
grounds  surrounding  the  city  are  now  studded  with 
single  houses  and  rows  of  houses,  shews  that  attention 
has  been  paid  to  erect  dwellings  for  the  rich  and  poor, 
in  the  elevated,  dry,  and  airy  situations.  But  much 
remains  to  be  done  before  this  city  is  placed  in  the 
position  as  to  its  public  health,  which  it  may  occupy, 
if  due  exertions  are  made  to  carry  out  those  sanatory 
measures,  which  I  verily  believe  will,  at  no  distant 
period,  be  adopted  by  the  legislature.  I  shall  there- 
fore conclude  by  offering  some  suggestions  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  improvements  to  be  wished  for. 

First,  then,  I  shall  mention  as  deficient,  the  supply 
of  river  water.  With  so  noble  a  stream  passing  so 
close  to  us,  every  poor  man,  as  well  as  every  rich 
man,  ought  to  have  an  abundant  supply  of  water. 
Every  sanatory  consideration  points  out  this  as  de- 
sirable ;  and  fortunately,  modern  science  has  shown 
that  this  may  be  done  at  a  very  reasonable  rate.  At 
Nottingham  an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  afforded 
to  each  workman  for  a  penny  a  week.  I  wish  it  wa» 
so  with  OS. 

How  indispensable  too  are  baths  to  the  health  of  » 
large  community ;  and  yet,  hitherto,  how  ineffectual 
have  been  the  efforts  of  those  who  in  Worcester  have 
advocated  their  establishment !  So  listless  indeed  have 
my  fellow  citizens  been  in  this  matter,  that  I  verily 
believe  no  public  baths  would  have  been  established 
in  our  day  if  an  act  of  Pariiament  had  not  come  to 
our  aid,  by  which  instrumentality  we  now  hope  it  will 
be  accomplished. 

With  regard  to  the  water  of  Worcester  supplied  from 
the  wells,  such  is  the  prejudice  entertained  against  it 
by  some  individuals,  that  you  might  suppose  it  was  the 
source  of  much  dlsease«  This,  however,  is  not  borne 
out  by  facta.  Worcester,  as  yon  are  doubUess  nwarei 
is  built  upon  gravel,  and  th6  stratum  of  gravel  varies 
in  depth  probably  from  ten  to  twenty  feet;  imoM- 
diately  under  the  gravel  lies  the  red  nari  or  new  red- 
sand  stone  formation,  in  which  a  considerable  quantity 
of  lime  is  found.  It  follows  that  the  water  percolating 
through  the  mari  becomes  impregnated  with  the  salts 
of  lime,  the  lime  being  found  in  combination  with  the 
cariwnic,  sulphuric,  and  muriatic  acids.  The  incmst^ 
tions  on  the  pipes  used  for  conveying  water,  and  on  the 
tea-kettles  used  for  boiling  it,  consist  prindpelly  of  ear* 
bonate  of  lime,  and  attest  that  the  water  holds  e  harg^ 
quantity  <tf  lime  In  nlution,  or  so  much  of  it  would 
not  be  m  readily  depoaHed.  On  empontifMi  I  have 
found  many  gnioB  of  this  earthy-faKne  depoeit  in  % 
gallon  of  water.   Dr.  Lyon  FUyfaIr  ttatM  te  aoioiiAt 
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'to  be  as  amch  as  fifty  grains  in  •  ^llon,  and  I  hate 
-not  foand  die  quantity  raxj  much  in  sereral  specimens 
taken  fimn  vwioos  parts  of  Uie  city  and  suburbs.  The 
^ao-DOck  admired  water  at  HenMck  Hill  contains  a 
•large  portion  of  uAid  contents,  and  tbe  circumstance 
•of  its  containing  a  large  impregnation  of  carbonic  acid 
.  gives  it  the  freshness  for  which  it  is  admired. 

Tbe  water  in  Worcester  is  improred  of  late  years 
'  by  the  deepening  of  the  wells.  Until  within  the  last  few 
years  most  of  the  wells  were  only  about  fifteen  feet 
deep*  and  Ae  inhabitants  were  dependent  upon  the 
springs  in  tbe  grarel  for  tbe  supply  of  water,  which, 
from  the  shallowness  of  the  wells,  was  often  mixed 
with  impurities.  Since  the  large  drain  in  the  Block- 
house was  made,  many  of  the  superficial  wells  hare 
become  dry,  and  this  ha$  compelled  many  persons  to 
sink  into  the  marl  for  a  spring  of  water.  This,  althongh 
productire  of  inconvenient  expense,  to  many  parties 
will  be  found  of  benefit,  by  giving  a  more  abundant 
supply  of  water. 

On  the  whole,  then,  I  can  dispel  the  alarm  of  those 
who  are  afraid  of  the  water  of  Worcester  directly 
causing  di&ease  by  its  saline  impregnations ;  but  a  great 
evil  results  in  an  economical  point  of  view.  So  hard 
a  water  is  scarcely  applicable  for  washing  purposes,  and 
it  is  also  objectionable  in  tea-makiog,  and  for  culinary 
purposes.  I  think  it  right,  however,  to  warn  you  of  a 
danger  of  another  kind,  arising  from  the  prevalence  of 
the  custom  of  using  lead  for  vessels  holding  water,  and 
for  pipes  conveying  it.  This  custom  of  using  leaden 
pipes  for  conveying  pump  water  has  been,  in  some 
degree,  sanctioned  by  science.  It  has  been  asserted 
with  truth  that  water  containing  saline  matter  does  not 
readily  dissolve  lead;  but  facts  are  stnbbom  things, 
and  so  far  back  as  the  time  of  Dr.  Wall,  that  dis- 
tirguisbed  physician  pointed  out  instances  in  Worcester 
where  leaden  pipes  had  been  corroded  by  the  action  of 
tbe  water. 

This  subject  was  taken  up  at  tbe  late  meeting  of  the 
British  Association,  at  Soutbankpton.  Mr.  Osborne 
adduced  facts  to  prove  that  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the 
use  of  lead  in  cisterns  for  receiring  water,  and  also  in 
pipes  for  conveying  it.  The  resnlt  of  his  experiments 
seems  to  show  that  the  presence  of  chlorine  in  the 
water  of  the  New  Forest  is  one  catise  of  that  water 
dissolving  the  lead.  He  also  discovered  other  solvent 
principles. 

Now,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Worcester 
springs  of  water  not  only  contain  chlorine,  but  also 
^rbonic  acid ;  and  practicalljf  I  And  my  sospieions  of 
lead  being  dissolved  by  many  of  the  springs  of  water 
in  Worcester,  confirmed  by  inquiries  amongst  tbe 
plumbers.  They  tell  me  that  the  leaden  pipes  con- 
nected with  some  of  the  wells  of  water  remain  for 
years,  and  are  not  at  all  corroded;  whilst  there  are 
many  of  the  wells  of  water  that  are  so  actively  solvents 
Of  lead,  that  they  are  not  unfrequently  called  upon  to 
Impair  pipes  which  are  corroded  by  tbe  action  of  tbe 
water  upon  them.  It  is  fearful  to  think  that  this  lead 
4t>  dlseolved  is  el^rried  by  means  of  spring  water  into 
tbt  bnmaii  system,  and  becomes  the  source  of  insidious 
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tbe  skill  of  the  physician  from  ignorance  of  the  cause ' 
which  has  produced  them.  It  behoves,  therefore,  all 
who  value  their  health  to  consider  this,  and  if  they  have 
leaden  pipes  or  leaden  cisterns  for  their  spring  water, 
to  ascertain,  without  delay,  whether  it  is  of  sech  a 
nature  as  to  dissolve  the  lead. 

As  tbe  over-crowding  of  the  poorer  houses  in  a 
city  is  a  frequent  cause  of  disease,  we  should  endeavour 
to  improve  Worcester  In  this  respect;   for  although 
tbe  number  of  inhabitants  to  each  house  is  diminished 
since  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  century,  being 
now  not  quite  five  to  each  house,  and  although  many 
new  bonses  have  been  erected  for  them,  containing 
better  accommodation,  and  are  better  situated  as  to 
dryness,  warmth,  and  ventilation,  yet  those  inhabitants 
who  live  in  the  old  parts  of  the  town,  which  were 
formerly  tbe  seat  of  the  woollen  manufactories,  are 
not  well  provided  with  means  of  removing  the  filth 
which  accumulates   in  them.     The    lodging  houses 
especially  are  very  dirty,  and  the  average  number  of 
inhabitants  is  excessive,  and  the  means  of  ventilation 
are  very  deficient;    so  that  the  effluvia  and  other 
causes  here  operate  with  intensity,  so  as  in  seasons 
of  predisposition  to  this  class  of   affections   to  be 
productive  of  contagious   diseases.     The    mode    in 
which  the  streets  are  laid  out — their  width  or  com- 
pactuess^-their  pavement-^their  drainage — their  ex- 
posure to  the  sun  and  to  the  wind,  are  considerations 
of  much  importance.    The  difference  of  a  few  paces 
may  make  a  very  considerable  difference  to  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants;   thus  at   Rome,  certain  streets, 
nay,  certain  parts,  sides,  and  even  houses   of  some 
streets,  are  more  damp,  chilly,  and  exposed  to  the 
malaria  than  others.     Certain  parts  of  our  own  city 
have,  until  lately,   been   remarkable  for  fever;    the 
Blockhouse -fields  especially  so,  until  the  large  drain 
was  constructed.      There  aro  again  other   parts  of 
Worcester  where  the  dwellings  are  very  old,  and  masses 
of  building  are  accumulated  together,  which  prevents 
ventilation  and  the  access  of    the    solar    inliuence. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  inhabiUnts  of  tliese  parts 
would  be  more  healthy,  if  many  of  the  old  walls  and 
masses  of  bouses  were  pulled  down,  and  thus  open 
spaces  occasioned  where  the  air  may  circulate  more 
freely,  and  as  it  were,  percolate  these  districts. 

I  have  no  improvement,  except  as  to  drainage,  to 
suggest  in  our  principal  streets;  they  are  wide  and 
well  ventilated,  and  whenever  a  gust  of  wind  comes 
it  thort>ughly  perflates  them,  and  removes  impure 
exhalations.  These  exhalations,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
often  arise;  for  the  drainage,  even  in  our  principal 
streets,  is  yet  very  imperfect.  The  sewers,  if  they  can  be 
so  called,  are  superficial,  and  are  not  constructed  on  any 
general  and  comprehensive  plan.  All  this  must  be 
remedied  before  Worcester  can  derive,  in  point  of 
health,  all  the  benefit  for  which  its  natural  situation 
appean  to  hav|^  destined  it. 

Mr.  AuBtin,'4tt  his  report  to  the  City  Commissioners, 
has  submitted  to  the  city  a  proposition  for  a  most 
effectual  system  of  sewerage,  by  which  most  of  tbe 
evils  arising  from  deficient  drainage  we  have  so  long 
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indeed,  therefoffe»  will  be  the  diMppointmeiit,  if  the 
ftuthful  city  should  not  aronse  iteelf,  pot  forth  all 
itt  energies*  and  carry  out  this  necessary  hygienic 
improTement. 

.  There  are  sereral  other  points  to  which,  if  there  were 
time,  I  should  allude  more  fully,  hot  to  which  I  shall 
now  only  cursorily  direct  your  notice.  It  is  placed 
beyond  all  contradiction  that  the  state  of  the  grare- 
yards  within  our  cities  is  a  frequent  source  of  disease, 
and  Worcester  is  open  to  this  enl.  The  difficulties 
that  have  opposed  themselves  to  better  sanatory 
arrangements  in  this  respect  are  great;  but  let  us  hope 
that  cemeteries  without  our  cities  may  gradually 
become  the  apprjvred  mode  of  s^ultore  by  ail  classes 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  we  shall  then  reap  the  reward 
in  improved  public  health. 

The  slaughtering  of  animals  is  another  evil  which 
calls  for  a  remedy,  as  does  also  the  keeping  of  animals, 
as  horses,  pigs,  dogs,  &c.,  which  a  better  system  of 
police  would  render  less  noxious  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  clothing  and  diet  of  the  humbler  classes  are  of 
much  importance.  Worcester  is  not  subject  to  those 
great  vicissitudes  to  which  large  manufacturing  towns 
are  liable,  and  consequently  the  labouring  population 
are  not  so  much  affected  by  them,  their  prosperity 
never  being  very  great  nor  their  adversity  so  appalling. 
A  corresponding  condition  of  their  food  and  clothing 
is  the  result. 

Vegetable  food  and  tea  are  in  great  request,  and  the 
failure  of  the  potato  crop  has  been  a  source  of 
difficulty.  I  shall  not,  however,  here  dilate  upon 
this,  but  I  may  remark,  that  the  causes  producing 
disease  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  seem  also  coinci- 
dently  to  have  affected  the  animal.  Epizootics 
amongst  horses  and  cattle  have  been  observed  in 
Ebany  places,  and  the  reports  of  the  Registrar 
General  for  1845  shews  an  increase  in  the  mortality, 
so  that  in  fact,  whilst  we  are  planning  and  consider* 
ing  what  can  be  done  to  diminish  the  insalubrity 
of  towns.  Providence  sends  a  visitation  which  tells 
us  that  all  our  endeavours  without  his  concurrence  are 
vain.  For  some  years  past  there  was  reason  to  believe 
that  the  causes  of  mortality  in  towns  were  less  opera- 
tive. The  Registrar  General  in  his  report  for  1845, 
says,  in  the  last  three  years  the  price  of  provisions 
was  cheaper,  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country  were  more  active,  the  relief  to  the  destitute 
more  liberally  administered,  and  the  wagea  of  artisans 
higher;  and  all  these  circuflsstaaces  favourable  to 
public  health  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  reduction 
of  the  mortality  observed.  In  the  midst,  however,  of 
all  these  pleasing  prospects,  in  1845  and  1846  there  is 
a  visitation  of  a  blight  in  the  potatoea  and  other 
vegetable  productions,— -and  what  is  the  result  ?  Why 
in  1846  epidemic  diseaae  to  a  conaiderable  extent 
prevails  in  the  three  kingdoms;  the  mortality  has 
increased,  and  in  many  parte  has  been  one  fourth,  and 
one  third,  and  in  some  instances  donblej|he  aonount  of 
former  years.  3 

Worcester  has  been  leniently  visited,  and  the  epi* 
demic  affection  has  been  lighter  than  in  many  parts, 
qut  still  enough  has  occurred  to  show  that  epidesBic 


visitations  will  come,  and  that  they  fall  most  heavily 
where  the  laws  of  public  health  are  most  neglected. 

This,  then,  is  our  encouragement.  Providenoe  puts 
within  our  power  certain  meana  of  prevention.  We- 
know  them.  They  are  plain  before  our  eyes*  Shall- 
we,  then,  be  indifferent  to  these  things  ?  Is  our  life- 
so  long  that  we  can  afford  to  lose  a  considerable 
portion  of  it  by  neglect  ?  The  future  must  answer 
these  questions.  Hitherto  indifference  to  these  matters 
has  been  abundantly  erident  amongst  all  classes. 

I  feel  tliat  I  have  occupied  more  time  than  the  nature 
of  these  meetings  will  well  allow,  but  you*  will  excuse- 
me  if  I  have  delayed  you  too  long,  when  you  consider 
that  the  subject  on  which  I  have  been  addressing  you 
is  one  in  which,  as  Christians,  and  as  men,  we  are  all 
deeply  interested ;  for  however  great  may  be  the  honours- 
of  those  who  by  brilliant  exploita  add  to  the  glory  of 
their  country,  few  will  deny,  that  those  deserve  wel]» 
and  contribute  to  her  political  welfare,  who  add  to  the 
health  and  happiness  of  the  poor,  who  are  always  the 
mass  of  the  community.  Depend  upon  it,  whatever 
tends  to  exalt  them  in  the  scale  of  moral  and  rational 
creatares,  tends  also  in  the  same  degree,  to  exalt  the 
nation,  of  which  they  must  always  form  the  largest 
part  in  political  power. 

None  but  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  mingling 
with  the  lower  classes  can  have  a  notion  of  the  intimate 
connection  which  exists  between  physical  and  moral 
degradation.  From  religious  motives  alone  then  we 
may  insist  upon  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to 
improve  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and  we  should  never 
weary  in  our  efforts  to  induce  the  Legislature  to 
devote  their  energies  to  this  matter. 


THE  L\W  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 
{Fimrth  8§rie$  of  BxperimefUtU  BstesreAes.) 

By  WitLiASi  Addison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 

{Oonihuied/rom  page  62.) 

III.  Embryo  and  Adult  TsxrtrRES. 

The  microscopical  researches  of  Dr.  Martin  Babrt 
snd  others  have  established  the  fact,  that  the  first 
texture  of  the  human  embryo  and  its  appendages  is 
corpHicuIoTf  or  incoherent  cellular,— that  is  to  say» 
a  texture  composed  of  cells  or  corpuscles,  which  have 
exceedingly  thin  walls,  are  very  soft  and  brittle, 
having  but  a  slight  coherency.  These  oells  have  Bumj 
anatogles  with  the  oells  of  the  cellular  textures  of 
vegetables,— with  the  protoplasma  cells  of  Mohl,  in 
preceding  all  the  solid  formations,  and  containing  e 
viscous  colourless  mass,  mixed  with  granules  or  mole- 
cules, and  with  the  incoherent  chlorophyUe  cells  of 
a  leaf,  in  containing  a  material  essential  to  the  growth, 
of  the  future  and  more  important  parts  of  the  stmcten^ 
in  both  cases,  the  material  being  n  secreted  or  elaho* 
rated  one. 

When  the  embfyo  is  gvowiag^   the  tnuupntAt 
QMnhnuM  or  mmHhn   formed   tmmi  it  is  fiift 
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r,  tbea  €9kirmi  etttikte',  and  tlmi  JUrom; 
•••4  the  vmlli  ^  tht  blood-rawels  noAfying  npon  it, 
wideifo  tbe  aune  ehuigvt;  thej  are  flnt  eoryi(ie«/ar, 
tlMB  eeJMv**  and  lastly  fikrom,  Tbts  than  U  the 
Ofdar  of  the  morphology,  in  respect  ot  the  membranons 
enfelopes  of  the  embryo,— ris^  flrst  corpuscular,  then 
•cellnlar,  and  then  fibrous.  In  the  embryo  itself,  a 
anonth  or  fire  weeks  old,  and  half  an  inch  in  length, 
■OTeral  teztoral  groups,  representing  the  head,  eyes, 
and  aztremities,  the  spinal  column,  lirer,  and  heart, 
may  be  diacriminated.  All  these  groups,  when  ez« 
ssnined  with  the  microscope  (700  linear,)  are  found 
to  consist  wholly  of  incoherent  cells  or  corpuscles, 
soft  and  easily  separable  from  each  other;  and  they 
are  all  filled  with  a  protopkumOf  a  Tiscous  colourless 
matter,  miied  with  molecules.  At  this  early  period, 
nothing  resembling  a  coherent  cellulftr  texture  can  be 
fonnd  ;  all  is  soft,  pulpy,  and  brittle ;  there  are  neither 
blood-vessels  nor  fibres,  nor  can  anything  bard  or 
coherent^  resembling  cartilage  or  bone,  be  detected. 
When  the  embryo  is  four  months  old  and  seren  inches 
long,  the  brain,  lirer,  &c.,  are  groups  of  corpuscular 
textnrey— aoft,  brittle,  and  incoherent.  In  the  lungs, 
aolhiag  resembling  the  adult  pleura  can  be  dissected, 
eren  with  the  utmost  care,  from  tbeir  surface;  and 
the  thinnest  section  that  can  be  made,  gires  (with  a 
microscopic  power  of  700,)  a  coherent  cellular  texture, 
mingled  with  the  isolated  cells  of  an  incoherent  texture. 
The  skin,  both  epidermis  and  cutis,  riewed  witlf  a 
power  of  eighty  diameters,  exhibits  a  great  number  of 
mM//  diti9  or  granulations,  and  so  likewise  does  the 
pericardium  and  the  other  (will-be)  fibrous  mem- 
branes. These  granulations,  when  more  highly  mag- 
nified (700,)  are  fonnd  to  be  groups  of  coherent 
cellular  texture,  and  the  whole  texture  exhibits  the 
aame  character.  The  young  hair  upon  the  head  is 
very  clearly  a  coherent  cellular  texture ;  the  heart  is 
a  mass  of  elongated  coherent  cells;  and  it  is  only  in 
the  pericardium  and  other  analogous  strong  membranes 
that  waved  fibres  hare  yet  appeared.  The  muscular 
fibrillsB  are  more  advanced,  and  have  their  transverse 
^aarkings;  bnt  nothing  resembling  nerve -fibres  (pro- 
perty ao  called,)  can  be  detected,  though  cells  with 
long  projecting^  tubes,  filled  with  a  molecular  matter, 
may  be  seen  mingled  witir  others,  especially  in  the 
ambryo  texture  of  tbe^  spinal  cord.  In  the  bones  of 
the  enaiom,  the  nascent  osseous  cylinders  exhibit 
amall,  bony,  or  hard,  cell-like  particles,  dispersed  in  a 
aeBki-tnnsparent  matrix,  surrounded  and  enveloped  on 
all  sides  ia  a  very  vascular  fibro-cellnlar  texture. 

In  the  frntua  at  birth,  the  soft  corpuscular  textures 
Imve  aasnmed  nearly  their  permanent  characteristics; 
but  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  either  with  the 
fibrous,  cartilaginotts,  or  osseous  textures,  corpuscles 
or  cells  being  still  the  moat  abundant  elements  in  the 
librotts  tcxtufca,  and  Urgely  mingled  with  the  youag 
fibres  of  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels. 


During  inlsncy  and  yonth  all  the  later-formed  tex- 
tarea  are  undei^ing  different  phases  of  aietamoT'* 
phosis,  until  the  adult  period  or  permanent  form  is 
established.  At  the  adult  period  the  permanent  tez- 
toral form  of  the  grey  portion  of  the  brain,  of  the 
liver,  the  intestinal  villa,  and  the  plexus  choroides,  &c., 
18  corpuiculart — a  soft,  brittle,  tender,  and  incoherent 
cellular  texture.  The  parenchyma  of  the  lungs  is 
coherent  etUuUar,  The  areolar  textures,  the  dura 
mater,  pia  mater,  pericardium,  &c.,  Jibrout ;  and, 
without  making  special  reference  to  nerve-tubes,  and 
mascolar  fibrillsB,  there  are  alao  fibrO'eartUagiiiwui, 
ctHfHlagkume,  and  oeaom  fexiune,*  But,  as  all  them 
textnrea  were  at  fint  soft,  brittle,  incoherent,  and  cor-^ 
puscular,  the  permanent  form  of  some  textures ;  then 
coherent-cellular,  the  permanent  form  of  other  tex* 
tures;  then  fibrous,  fibro-cellalar,  and  cartilaginous, 
the  permanent  forms  of  othen ;  and  then  osseous ;  so 
therefore  it  is  concluded,  that  the  law  qf  the  metamot" 
phoeie  in  the  human  etructure  is  from  eoftt  temi-Jividi 
incoherent,  corpueeuUur  teriuree,  to  the  coherent  c«^ 
later  ,•  fimn  theee  to  fibroue,  JihrO'CeUutar,  and  eartUO' 
gmonoi  and  laett^  to  bone, 

1  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  difference  of  opinion 
among  physiologists  as  to  the  general  order  in  which 
the  textures  of  the  human  structure  appear,  and  I 
presume  they  are  ready  to  admit  that  soft  and  but 
slightly-coherent  cellular  or  corpuscular  groups,  precede 
the  coherent  cellular  textnres;  that  the  cellular  precede 
the  fibrous  and  cartilaginous  and  the  cartilaginous 
precede  bone.  They  are  at  least  agreed  upon  the 
analogous  fact  in  vegetable  structure,  ^cella  containing 
a  viscous  colourless  mass  mixed  with  granules  every- 
where," as  MoBL  obserf«s  *' preceding  the  firs^ 
solid  formations." 

In  the  human  embryo  then,  the  primary  metamor- 
phoses, out  of  which  the  future  textures  arise,  take 
place  in  groups  of  corpuscular  texture,  before  any  cir- 
culating blood,  or  any  blood-vessels  can  be  detected ; 
and  the  singular  variety  of  the  metamorphose^ 
even  in  a  single  organ,  may  be  judged  of  frona 
the  siruetnres  of  the  eye.  At  this  early  period,  it  is 
by  investigations  with  the  microscope  in  the  midst  of 
these  corpoaenlar  groaps,  that  the  primary  changea 
must  be  sought ;  but  whea  blood-vessels  or  rather 
blood-channels  are  visible,  and  there  is  blood,  a  cellular 
or  corpuscular  fluid  circulating  through  them,  it  la 
then  along  the  inner  margins  of  their  walls  that  the 
nature  of  the  subseouent  metamorphoses,— those 
which  esUbliih  the  form  and  quality  of  the  adult 
organs, — must  be  looked  for. 

The  growth  of  the  textures  of  the  human  embryo 
prior  to  the  circulation  of  a  current  of  blood-cells,  ia 


•  These  are  the  bread  dittlagaifblng  tjpes  of  the  lex- 
tarei,  but  there  are  many  of  a  mijied  character ;  the  pleura 
is  fibro-eellular,  aad  the  macost  teitare  of  the  air  tabes  is 
fibro-corpQKular. 
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in  everj  respect  aDAlogoas  to  the  growth  of  the  ra- 
table embryo  prior  to  the  formation  of  a  green  leafy 
furenchyma.      And,  at  in  the  human  stmcture,  the 
•  blood  current  Is  eitential  to   eonttnoed  growth  and 
fntore  teztoret,  ao  likewiae  in  the^egetable  atruotnre, 
.is  the  leaff  parenchyma,  and  moreoter,  aa  tegetable 
^Btrvctnres  are  disposed  to  rerert  to  a  leafy  parenebyioa, 
to  an  analogous  disposition  will  be  shown  to  exist  in 
animal  textures. 

IV.  Structurb  of  Bl00D«VS88XLS. 
.  The  anatomical  or  structural  elements  of  the  adttU 
.blood-ressels,  as  long  as  their  course  lies  embedded  in  a 
fibro- cellular  or  areolar  textore,  and  whilst  merely 
•transmitting  the  cnrtentof  the  blood,  although  varying 
a  little  in  different  places,  still  uniformly  consist  of 
««adry  layers  of  fibrous  and  fibro-cellular  textures, 
ihe  fibres  in  some  of  the  layers  being  enlarged 
longitudinally,  parallel  with  the  course  of  the  ressel, 
"Others  circularly,  passing  around  the  vessel.  The  fibres 
«re  thick  and  strong,  especially  the  outer  layers,  in 
-  firoportion  to  the  size  of  ihe  vessel,  or  of  the  column 
of  blood  it  conveys ;  and  they  inclose  in  their  interstices, 
«Bd  are  firmly  united  with,  the  nuclei  of  cells,  and 
with  a  vast  amount  of  granular  and  molecular  matter, 
tometiroes  mingled  with  globules  of  oil  or  fat  In  the 
very  small  braocliet  of  the  blood-vessels,  those  which  are 
on  the  point  of  leaving  the  fibro-cellolar  texture  inter- 
posed between  the  lobular  subdivisions  of  the  various 
organs,  and  which  are  therefore  approaching  the  scene 
'of  the  nutritive  function,  the  vascular  walls  or  coats 
of  the  vessels  are  less  fibrous ;  and  it  is  evident  from  a 
learefol  examination,  that  they  more  and  more  partake 
of  forms  that  are  identical  with  those  which  constitute 
r  he  parenchyma  or  special  texture  they  supply  $  until 
St  length  in  the  true  nutrient  or  capillary  channels  It 
appears  to  be  impossible  to  discriminate  (certainly  it 
is  impossible  to  observe  any  practical  distinction,} 
between  the  elements  of  the  parenchyma  and  the  walls 
of  the  vessels.  Two  textures  easily  examined,  may  be 
instanced  in  illustration :— In  the  pia  mater  the  walls 
of  the  vessels  are  fibrous,— a  transparent.;l&roiiv  paren- 
chyma or  membrane  ;  in  the  phxua  ehoroidct  they  are 
eot7nifcti/«r,— a  corpuicukir  parenchyma.* 

But»  as  all  the  various  textures,  from  the  beginning 
in  the  embryo  up  to  the  period  of  birth,  and  from  birth 


*  The  inersatiDg  importaaee  of  the  elements  of  the  walls 
^f  hlood-Tetiels,  as  the  vessels  disninlsh  in  sise,  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact,  which  may  be  demonstrated  in  the  tessels 
of  a  transparent  texture,  that  the  thickness  of  the  Wall  is, 
AS  a  general  nile,  inverMelp  prop^rtimai  to  the  diaowter  of 
the  colamn  of  blood  it  conveys,  ^n  a  large  ressel,  1-IOOth 
of  an  inch,  the  tbiclcness  of  the  coat  ▼islble  on  each  side  as 
fie  wed  through  the  microscope  (70>,^  is  not  more  than  one 
third  or  one  fourth  the  diameter  of  ihe  coluoui  of  blood; 
whereas  in  a  small  vessel  l-503th  or  MOOOth  of  an  inch,  the 
Averse  proportions  are  frequently  teen ;  the  thickness  of 
Ihe  waU  of  the  vessel  being  three  or  foor  times  greater 
.  thsB  the  diameter  of  the  blood-stream.   Hence  there  is  no 
dilBcolty  in  clearly  teeing  the  suget  of  natrition  hereafter 
j»oiBted  out. 


to  puberty,  are  gradwOly  aaeending  to  their  permaiieAt. 
formsy  tome  reaching  it  soon,  others  later,  so  thcrefoto 
the  elements  of  the  walls  of  ihe  blood^vcasele,  aad  par^ 
ticnlariy  those  of  the  nntrieac  vessels,  very  not  mdy  l^r. 
the  difliereiit  organs,  but  in  the  aameotgao,  jmtI  fossw,. 
with  the  nsorphologieal  evolation,— -tiiel  it  to  say,  iS' 
other  words,  they  vniy  with  the  age  of  the  orgmnienv 
differing  in  the  same  plate  in  the  infant  from  Che- 
embryo ;  in  the  child  from  the  infant ;  and  in  the  adult 
from  the  child. 

V.   Stavctors  or  the  Luzros. 

The  air-cells  of  the  lungs  aro  not  Indiscriminately 
thrown  together  in  the  interior  of  the  organ ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  symmetrical  with  the  branches  of' 
the  air-tube,  and  collected  or  associated  in  nnmerout 
small  communities  or  groups,  each  group  forming  what 
is  termed  a  lobule;  many  lobules  grouped  together 
form  a  lobe,  and  five  lobes  form  the  two  organs  called 
the  lungs.  A  pulmonary  lobule  Is  a  perfect  respiratory 
organ  in  itself,  the  whole  lung  being  but  a  series  of 
reduplications  of  the  same  atmctnre  an  aggregate  of 
lobules.  At  one  of  the  corners  or  angles  of  a  lobnle,. 
a  division  of  the  air-tube,  and  an  arterial  blood-vessel 
enter  into  its  interior,  and  at  the  same  place  a  vun 
comes  out,  and  by  these  three  cylindrical  stractares- 
the  lobule  is  connected  with  its  fellows.  The  mcm» 
brane  which  forms  the  walls  of  the  air-cells,  constitutes 
the  parenchyma  or  proper  texture  of  the  lungs,  and  the 
capillary  vessels  so  densely  distributed  upon  it  have  no* 
other  coats  or  boundaries  than  those  furnished  by  this- 
parenchymatous  texture.  The  practical  point  to  be 
Insisted  on,  with  a  view  to  the  correct  understanding 
of  the  pathology  and  diseases  of  the  lung,  is  that 
involving  the  relation  of  the  walls  of  the  air-cells  to^ 
the  extremities  of  the  air-tube  on  the  one  hand,  and  to 
the  blood-vessels  on  the  other. 

The  air-tubes  and  blood-vessels  before  entering  into- 
the  interior  of  the  lobules,  run  in  the  spaces  between 
them,  and  here,  cuahioned  as  it  were  upon  an  areolar 
texture,  they  have  severally  their  own  distinctive  ele* 
menta  and  structures;  but  within  the  lobules,  after 
sundry  subdivisions,  they  ail  terminate  in,  and  their 
textures  become  continuous  with,  the  walls  of  the  air^ 
cells, — that  is  to  say,  with  the  parenchymatoua  textoro^. 
and  here  it  is  impossible,  even  with  the  microscope,  to- 
discriminate  between  tiie  elements  continuous  with,  or 
prolonged  from,  the  coats  of  the  blood-vessels  and 
those  continuous  with,  or  prolonged  from,  tfaeair-tubee, 
—that  is  to  say,  in  other  words,  the  outer  surface  of 
the  thin  transparent  wall  of  every  air-cell  is  in^close 
relation  with  the  interior  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  it» 
inner  surface  Is  as  closely  related  to  the  air-tubes. 

The  parenchyma  of  the  lung  Is  usually  deecribed  by 
anatomical  writers  as  a  mucoua  texture,— Hhat  is,  a 
secreting  texture,  but  it  has  none  of  the  anatomicet 
characters  of  a  mucous  texture,  Its  perfect  Cmnsparency^ 
and  elasticity  resemble  much  more  the  characters  of  h 
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tfbroos  or  Mroaa  texture;  Boreover,  it  it  well-known 
that  its  capiUaries  bare  a  spedal  fuoctioo,  and  no 
^aoalogy  wbaterer  exists  between  tbem  and  the  capil- 
laries of  a  secreting  textore.  In  tbe  adult  lung  the 
parencbTma  is  cakermti  celMar;  tbe  areolar  texture 
interposed  betwen  tbe  lobules  is  fibrout  and  Jibro-eel' 
•hUar  i  tbe  pleura  wbicb  corers  the  whole  lung,  and 
lines  tbe  interior  of  tbe  carity  of  the  chest,  is  both 
ctUuiar  tokd/lfrout. — cellular  on  its  smooth  frea  sur- 
face, and  fibrous  beneath.  The  mucous  texture  of  the 
interior  of  the  air- tube  is  Jibro-eorpu»eular, — ^that  is, 
composed  of  fibres  intermingled  with  incoherent  cells, 
and  tbe  blood  is  a  corptitcular  Jluid,  flowing  in  streams 
OFer  the  walls  of  the  coherent  cellular  parenchyma. 
But  in  the  embryo  all  pulmonary  textures  are  composed 
of  soft,  and  but  slightly  cohering  cells ;  in  the  fcBtus 
they  are  partly  corpuscular,  and  partly  cohereut-cel- 
lular ;  and  during  infancy  and  youth  tbe  walls  of  all 
the  nutrient  Tessels,  eren  of  those  which  hare  become 
£brous,  are  largely  charged  with  incoherent  corpuscles 
-or  cells.  Hence  then,  the  morphology  of  the  textures 
of  the  long  is  eorpiaei^ar,  cellular,  and  fibrout ;  and 
there  is  nothing,  except  in  the  larger  branches  of  the 
air-tobe,  of  a  cartilaginous  or  osseous  texture. 

VI.      pHTSIOLOeiCAL  AXTALYSIS    OF    THE     COEPUS- 

cuLikB,  Cbllular,  and  Fibrous  Teztubbs. 

Keeping  in  Tiew  the  distinctions  insisted  on  between 
the  €9rpuMaUar  and  the  allular  textures,  it  is  ertdent 
that  the  corpuscular  are  the  secreting  textures,  and  the 
cellular  non-secreting  ones,— that  is  to  say,  the  ceils 
or  corpuscles  of  the  secreting  textures,  with  their  thin 
walls  and  elaborated  contents,  are  temporary  and 
eranescent  elements ;  while  the  cells  of  the  coherent- 
cellular  textures,  with  their  strong  elastic  and  trans- 
parent walls,  are  comparatively dnrable and  permanent; 
and  as  tbe  rapidity  of  the  changes  and  displacements 
which  the  elements  of  a  structure  undergo,  is  in  a 
•direct  ratio  with  their  importance  in  the  functions  of 
nutrition,  secretion,  and  life,  so  therefore  the  cells  or 
corpuscles  of  the  corpuscular  textures  are  more  active 
or  enecgetic  than  the  cells  of  the  cellular. 

Again  contrasting  the  corpuscular  with  the  fibrous 
textures,  the  latter  perform  the  comparatively  mechani- 
cal offices  of  separating,  investing,  and  limiting  in 
bulk,  the  different  groups  of  the  various  corpuscular 
«nd  cellular  textures,  engaged  in  the  more  active  func- 
tions of  life,  transmitting  the  larger  columns  of  blood 
to  and  from  them.  These  functional  distinctions  are 
Indicated  by  the  anatomical  fibrous  element,  and  by 
tbe  species  of  vascularity  observable  in  the  texture. 
The  corpuscolar  or  secreting  textures  are  everywhere 
traversed  by  multitudes  of  nutrient  vessels,  specially 
disposed  in  different  o.gans;  whereas  the  fibrous  non- 
secreting  oneib  although  in  some  instances  extremely 
Taseobur,  in  consequence  of  having  to  transmit  a  multi- 
tude of  small  vessels,  have  y^t  comparatively  few 
•mtrient  capillaries,  and  these  variable  and  incgular 


in  their  disposition.    The  dura  mater  and  pia  mater 
are  both  ^brous  membranes,  surrounding,  supportingi^ 
and  protecting  in  bulk,  the  whole  brain  or  central 
organ  of  tbe  nervous  system.    Tbe  dura  mater,  as  its 
name  I  suppose  implies,  is  an  exceedingly  strong  and 
coherent  texture,  transmitting  immense  columns  or 
streams  of  blood  to  and  from  the  brain,  yet  is  itself 
scantily  supplied  with  nutrient  capillaries.    But  the 
arterial  currents  traversing  tbe  dura  mater,  aod  those 
still  larger  ones  arising  from  other  quarters,  before 
they  can  be  admitted  into  the  soft  corpuscular  texture 
of  the  brain,  must  be  divided  and  subdivided  many 
times  into  the  smallest  possible  streams,  and  tbe  force 
of  the  heart's  action  subdued  by  sinuous  turns  and 
windings.    For  these  ministerial  purposes  the  much 
more  fine   and  delicate  fibrous  texture  of   tbe  pia 
mater  is  interposed,  which  not  only  affords  space  and 
area  for  the  subdivisions  of  the  blood-current,  thereby 
becoming    extremely    vascular,    but    slipping    down 
between  all  tbe  lobular  subdivisions  of  tbe  organ, 
(here  termed  convolutions,}  it  enters  into  the  recesses, 
supporting  and  limiting  and  conre}4j^  vessels,  through 
which  the  blood  reaches  and  returns  from  all  parts  of 
the  soft  and  tender  parenchyma  of  tbe  great  organ  of 
life  and    being.    Lastly,  tbe  cellular  parenchyma  of 
the  hing  is  not  tender,  opaque,  and  brittle,  like  tbe 
corpuscular  parenchyma  of  the  liver,  but  is  on  the 
contrary  exceedingly  coherent,  elastic,  and  transparent, 
and  these  anatomical  characters  indicating,  as  before 
observed,  that  the  parenchyma  of  the  lung  is  not  a 
phice  of   active  nutrition  or  cell-elaboration, — not  a 
secreting  texture;  and  although  eminently  vascuUct 
more  so,  perhaps,  than  any  other  texture  of  the  body, 
still  the  vascularity  is  analogous  to  that  of  the  pia 
maier,  a  ministerial  and  not  a  nutritive  vascularity, 
the  analogies  of  tbe  texture  being  altogether  with  tbe 
fibrous  non-secreting,  and  not  with  the  corpuscular 
and  secreting  textures.    This  corresponds  with  facts; 
the  only  outlet  and  inlet  to  the  lungs  is  by  tbe  wind- 
pipe; and  if  the  air-cells,  which  have  been  computed 
fH,  number  1.744.000.000  in  each  lung,  or  if  an  ex- 
panse of  membrane  equal  in  area  to  1500  square  feet, 
were  a  secreting  membrane  in  the  ordinary  and  proper 
acceptation  of  the  term,  persons  would  be  alwaya 
swallowing,  or  spitting,  or  coughing,  which  we  know 
in  health  is  not  the  case.    The  fine  transpararent 
cellular  texture  of  the  pulmonary  parenchyma  allows 
the  finer  and  vapourous  elements  of  the  blood  to. 
transude  its  walls,  but  it  does  not,  I  conceive,  in  tbe 
proper  sense  of  the  word,  give  rise  to  a  secretion. 

(Thb^  continued.) 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  SECRET  POISONS. 

By  H.  S.  BsLCOtfBB,  M.D.,  Senior  FhymcUn  to  the 
County  Hotpttal,  and  Pbyiiclan  to  the  Retreat,  York. 

Under  the  term '  Secret  Poisons,'  are  to  beunderstood 
all  poisons  which  can  be  administered  imperceptibly, 
and  which  gradually  shorten  life  like  a  lingering  disease. 
They  appear  to  hare  been  known  from  very  ancient 
times,  and  accounts  of  their  use  hare  been  handed  down 
to  ns  with  much  apparent  antheoticity  from  both  Greek 
and  Roman  history.  Modern  times  hare  also  the 
credit  of  far  exceeding  in  criminality  and  horror  the 
ancient  poisoners. 

Theophrastus  speaks  of  a  poison  which  could  be  so 
managed  as  to  hare^  effect  in  two  or  three  months,  or 
at  the  end  of  one  or  two  years,  and  remarks  that 
the  death  the  more  lingering  it  was,  became  the  more 
aaiserable.  This  poison,  which  was  said  to  be  prepared 
from  aconite,  was  rery  much  used  at  Rome  about 


of  distinction  died  the  same  year  at  that  period,  and  of 
the  like  distemper*  upon  an  inquiry  being  made  into 
the  causes,  a  maid  serrant  gare  eridence  against  some 
ladies  of  the  first  families,  who  she  said  prepared  and 
distributed  poison,  and  abore  150  were  conricted  and 
punished.  As  so  many  had  learnt  this  destmctire  art, 
it  could  not  be  suppressed,  and  we  find  snfficient 
proofs  in  Roman  history  of  a  belief  that  it  was  con- 
tinually preserred.  Sejanus  caused  such  a  poison  to 
he  adminbterf  d  by  an  eunuch  to  Drusns,  who  gradually 
declined  afterwards,  as  br  a  consumptire  disorder,  and 
at  length  died.  Julia  Agrippina  being  desirous  of 
getting  rid  of  Claudius,  but  not  daring  to  dispatch 
him  suddenly,  and  yet  wishing  not  to  leare  him  time 
to  regulate  the  succession  to  the  throne,  made  choice 
of  a  poison  which  should  deprire  him  of  his  reason, 
and  gradually  consume  him.  This  she  caused  to  he 
prepared  by  the  too  celebrated  Locusta,  an  expert 
poisoner,  who  had  been  condemned  to  death  for  her 
infamous  actions,  but  sared  to  be  employed  as  a  state 
engine.    The  poison  was  giren  to  the  Emperor  in  sl 


was  in  Italy  and  Ftance  bitNight  to  such  tremendoo^ 
perfection.  Thus  Horace,  when  mentioning  the  poi- 
sonous drugs  used  by  Canidta,  particularly  dwdis  upov 
wiM  fig  trees,  funeral  cypresses,  eggs  besmeared  with 
the  blood  of  a  loathsome  toad,  and  the  herbs  brought 
from  lokhos  and  Iberia,  *'  Venenorum  ferax." 

No  one  has  perhaps  erer  rendered  a  name  more 
infamous  than  Toffana,  a  female  who  resided  at 
Palermo,  about  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  but  who  afterwards  went  to  Naples.  la 
L«bat's  trarels  through  Italy  much  informatioB  is 
giren  illoatratire  of  the  history  of  ToflTana.  She 
distributed  her  poiaon  in  small  glass  phials,  with  this 
inscription,  **  Manna  of  St.  Nicholas,  of  Barri,"  and 
ornamented  with  the  image  of  the  saint.  A  mtraculoot- 
oil  said  to  drop  from  the  tomb  of  this  saint,  is  shewn  at 
Bari,  and  was  much  lauded  and  sought  after  on 
account  of  ita  reputed  medical  rirtnes.  It  was  the  best 
name  she  could    gire  it,  as  its  sanctity   prerented 


200  years  before  the  Christian  era.    As  several  persons*  iu  being  examined  too  closely.    She  suffered  at  lengtb 


the  punishment  due  to  her  crimes;  but  Keysler  says» 
when  he  was  at  Naples,  many  years  after  her  death,  the 
poison  was  still  secretly  prepared  and  much  employed. 

The  most  authentic  description  of  the  Aqua  Toifana 
ascribes  its  properties  to  arsenic.  The  dose  was  said 
to  be  from  four  to  six  drops.  It  was  eoloerlcsa^ 
transparent,  tasteless,  just  like  water. 

Hahnemann  gires  a  rery  lucid  detail  of  the  symptoms  i 
"They  a&e,"  says  he,  "a  gradual  sinking  of  the  power* 
of  life  without  any  riolent  symptoms^  nameless  feel- 
ing of  illness— failure  of  the  strength — slight  fereriah- 
ness— want  of  sleep— an  arersion  to  food  and  drink^ 
and  all  other  enjoyments  of  life'— liridity  of  the  conn* 
tenance—dropsy  closes  the  scene,  along  with  black 
miliary  eruptions,  and  conrulsions." 

It  was  obserred  at  Rome,  under  the  government  of 
Pope  Alexander  Vil.,  that  many  young  married  women 
were  left  widows,  and  many  husbands  died  when  they 
became  disagreeable  to  their  wires.  Tlie  rigilaace  of 
goremment  being  excited,  suspicion  fell  upon  a  society 
of  young  married  females,  whose  president  appeared  t» 


dish  of  mutkroimu ;  but  as  on  account  of  his  irregul^  y^  tnold  woman,  who  pretended  to  foretell  fbtuieerent^ 


manner  of  liring,  it  did  not  produce  the  desired  effect,  it 
waa  assisted  by  some  of  a  stronger  nature.  She  was 
also  employed  by  Nero  to  despatch  Britannicus,  and 
when  the  first  poison  failed  was  compelled  by  blows 
and  threats  to  prepare  one  more  powerful,  in  the 
Emperor's  presence ;  for  this  she  was  pardoned,  liberally 
rewarded,  and  pupils  allotted  her,  that  the  art  might 
not  be  lost. 

All  these  poisons  were  presumed  to  be  prepared  from 
plants,  particularly  aconite,  hemlock,  and  poppy,  or 
extracted  from  amnuU  sufo/eneev.  With  the  stronger 
and  now  common  mineral  poisons  the  ancients  do 
not  appear  to  hare  been  acquainted^  their  arsenic 
seems  to  hare  been  what  is  called  orpiment,  and 
not  that  mineral  preparation  which  in  later  times 


and  who  had  often  predicted  rery  exactly  many  deaths. 
The  whole  society  was  by  a  stratagem  arrested,  end 
being  put  to  the  torture  confessed  theur  crimes.  Le 
Bret,  who  has  furnished  a  succint  account  of  these 
thingf,  says  that  the  old  woman,  Spera,  was  a  Sicilian, 
and  acquired  her  knowledge  from  Toffana,  at  Ptdermo. 

But  the  art  of  poisoning  nerer  excited  more  atten* 
tion  than  it  did  in  France  about  the  year  1670.  Th» 
Marchioness  of  Brinrilliera,  a  beautiful  bnt  infamout 
woman,  baring  formed  a  licentious  attachment  with 
a  young  officer  named  Godea  de  St.  Croix,  by  the 
influence  of  her  father  he  was  arrested  and  thrown 
into  the  Bastile.  He  there  got  acquainted  with  an 
Italian  named  Exili,  who  understood  the  art  of  poison- 
ing, and  from  whom  he  learnt  it.    In  this  he  aCierwardn 
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iastrvctcd  tb«  Marebioiieii^  wbo  wat  sunk  by  dtssipa- 
tioft  into  a  low  conditioo»  to  order  that  she  mig^ht 
enploy  it  in  bettering  thdr  circam stances.  The 
wbole  of  this  terrible  and  cnrioua  bistory  may  be  read 
in  tbe  Si6cle  of  Louis  XIV.,  (Voltaire.)  Suffice  it  here 
to  say,  that  St.  Croir,  when  preparing  his  poison,  was 
accniloined  to  wear  a  glass  mask,  but  this  happening 
to  fall  ofl»  he  was  suffocated,  and  found  dead  in  his 
laboratory,  (On  thia  I  shall  hare  to  make  a  few 
remarks  presently.)  To  such  an  extent  was  this  system 
of  poisoning  carried,  that  a  particular  court,  called 
the  "  Cbambre  de  poison,'*  or  **  Cbambre  ardente,"  was 
at  length  established;  but  it  is  a  considerable  question 
whether  it  was  not  made  nse  of  in  a  time  of  public 
panic  or  delusion  for  a  political  inquisition.  It  seems 
certain  that  only  two  woasen  were  dlseorered  to  be 
the  principal  perpetrators;  and  as  theae  furnished  a 
liat  of  aeteral  of  the  first  rank  wbo  had  recoorse  to 
their  servicea  and  sought  the  nse  of  their  remediefi, 
tliere  may  be  shrewd  reason  to  sunpect  they  furnished 
other  modes  of  Mere/  poimminff. 

That  mankind  were,  in  an  early  stage  of  their 
existence,  not  only  acquainted  with  the  deadly  effects 
of  Certain  natural  substances,  when  applied  in  minnte 
quantities,  and  that  they  arailed  themselves  of  such 
knowledge  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  worst  pur- 
poses, the  records  of  history  shew;  but  with  respect 
to  the  secret  modes  in  which  such  substances  hare 
been  supposed  capable  of  acting,  the  most  extravagant 
credulity  haa  been  displayed.  Such  talea  as  hare  been 
reported  of  Pkrysatia  poisoning  Statira,  by  diriding  a 
bird  with  a  knife  poisoned  on  one  side;— of  Livia 
poisoning  the  figs  which  her  husband  chose  to  gather 
himself ;— of  the  kings  and  potentates  who  hare  been 
deatroyed  by  poisoned  boots,  gloves,  the  fumes  of 
a  taper  or  a  waasail  bowl  contaminated  with  matter 
extracted  from%i  Itriag  tiNul,  may  well  be  consigned 
to  the  inaginatioo  of  a  wooder*seekittg  age,  and, 
perhaps,  wen  invented  and  related  for  some  purpose 
of  inducing  Csar  or  exciting  sospicfon.  They  certainly 
did  contfame  tat  n  kmg  period  to  akrm  mankind,  and 
to  perplex  and  bafile  judleial  Investigation.  Indeed, 
considering  how  frequently  poisons  were  administered 
under  the  insidioos  forms  of  charms  and  incantations, 
and  the  difllculty  of  delivering  the  mind  from  super- 
stition, we  may,  perhaps,  less  wonder  at  the  strong 
expressions  of  the  writers  of  those  periods. 

It  sppenrs  to  me  difficnlt  to  believe  that  in  a  period 
of  the  history  of  Rome,  renowned  for  the  austerity  of 
its  rirtne,  and  nraplicity  of  its  manners,  a  set  of 
females  sbonld  have  applied  themselves  to  the  know- 
ledge of  poisons,  and  assembled  to  compose  them. 
Livy  himself  does  not  appear  to  have  believed  it.  He 
says  tliere  was  a  mortality  caused  by  the  temperature  of 
the  air,  or  by  human  malice,  and  the  story  seems  as 
much  a  fable  as  the  embassy  to  Ascniapius,  and  the 
voluntary  embarking  of  the  serpent. 


All  poeta  and  romancers  have  taken  secret  poitons, 
charms,  and  incantations,  under  their  most  especial 
protection,  and  excellent  use  have  they  made  of  their 
materials.  From  Shakespeare's  "  juice  of  cursed 
Hebenon,"  down  to  Sir  Walter  Scott's  admirable 
management  of  them,  tbey  have  been  employed  for 
their  various  uses.  In  *' Kenilvortb"  the  Earl  of 
Sussex  is  supposed  to  have  been  played  upon,  and  the 
description  giren  of  him  while  labouring  under  the 
malady,  accords  exactly  with  the  early  symptoms  I 
barf  quoted  from  Hahnemann ;  but  a  more  powerful  use 
is  made  in  the  novel  of  the  •*  Fair  Maid  of  Perth,** 
where  the  death  of  Dr.  Dwining  is  thus  described. 

"  You  see  this  trifling  instrbment,  snid  the  criminal, 
shewing  a  silver  pen  ;  by  means  of  this  I  can  escape 
the  power  even  of  the  Black  Donglas.  Gire  him  no 
ink  nor  paper,  said  the  Baron  hastily,  he  will  draw  a 
spell.  Not  so,  please  your  VMliancy,  said  Dwining, 
with  his  usual  chuckle,  as  he  unscrewed  the  top  of  the 
'  pen,  within  which  was  a  piece  of  sponge,  no  bigger 
than  a  pea.  Now,  mark  this!  said  the  prisoner, 
and  drew  it  between  his  lips.  The  effiect  was  inatan- 
taneous,  he  lay  a  dead  corpse  before  them,  the  sneer 
still  on  his  countenance." 

Poisons  locgcontinued  to  be  secret  because  there  were 
no  means  known  of  detecting  them.  In  the  casket  of 
St.  Croix,  were  found  sublimate,  opium,  regnlus  of 
antimony,  vitriol,  and  a  large  quantity  of  poison  ready 
prepared,  the  principal  ingredients  of  which  the  phy- 
sicians were  not  able  to  distinguish.  '  Many  have 
affirmed  that  sugar  of  lead  was  the  principal  ingredient, 
but  the  consequences  of  the  poison  do  not  seem  to  have 
indicated  the  use  of  that  metal.  From  information 
obtained  by  the  Abbe  Gagliani,  it  was  at  one  time, 
generally  believed  to  be  opium  and  cantharides,  and 
many  presume  that  there  have  been  different  kinds 
of  these  Stygian  waters ;  but  Dr.  Hahnemann'a  con- 
jecture of  their  being  arsenical  neutral  salts,  seems 
most  probable. 

It  has  been  said  that  St.  Croix  wore  a  glass  mask 
during  his  manipulations.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
f^mes  of  arsenic  incautiously  breathed  may  be  of  very 
dangerous  tendency.  Dr.  Christison  quotes  many 
cases  in  his  work  on  poisons.  He  quotes  also  an 
anecdote  from  Balthazar  Timsus, — viz.,  that  the 
famous  Paracelsus,  being  one  day  put  out  of  temper  by 
an  acquaintance,  made  him  hold  his  nose  over  an 
alembic  in  which  arsenic  was  subliming,  and  that  the 
subject  of  this  severe  joke  nearly  lost  his  life  in  conse- 
quence. It  would  appear,  also,  that  the  poison  acta 
with  great  rapidity  when  its  fumes  are  respired. 
Poisoning  through  the  lining  membrane  of  the  nose  has ' 
also  occurred.  One  case  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Christison, 
where  an  arsenical  lotion  had  been  used  by  mistake. 
The  individual  was  attacked  with  profuse  discharge 
from  the  nostrils,  and  then  with  stupor,  approaching 
to  coma.    Weakness  of  sight  and  of  memory  continued 
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after  leosibiUty  bad  returned,  and  be  died  two  yean 
alterwardi,  death  hariog  been  preceded  for  some  time 
by  conmlsiona. 

Beckman  concludes  one  part  of  bis  history  of  secret 
poisons  with  these  words: — *<The  moA  it  is  to  be 
wished  that  preren tires  and  antidotes  were  found  out, 
and  that  the  symptoms  were  ascer.ained  ;  but  this  in 
hardly  possible,  as  longp  as  it  is  not  known  of  what  the 
poison  properly  consists/'     Much  of  what  was  thus 
wanted  has  in  later  times  been  supplied  by  the  intel- 
ligence and  industry  of  various  persons,  and  perhaps 
splendid  as  are  the  discoreries  of  modern  clieniistry, 
nothing  has  aided  more  than  the  labours  of  Oifilaupon 
this  particular  subject.  It  is  only  since  toxicology  began 
to  assume  an  accurate  and  systematic  form,  that  the 
physician  can  be   truly  said  to  be  in  possession  of 
antidotes.    It  is  to  very  recent  times  that  be  owes  the 
discovery  of  the  virtues  of  albumen  as  an  antidote 
for  corrosive  sublimate  and  verdigris;— of  bark  for  tartar 
enetiCy— of  the  alkaline  sulphates  for  sugar  of  lead, — 
of  the  alkaline  and  earthy  cblorides  for  heparsulphuris, 
(snlphnret  of  potass,) -«of  ammonia  and  chlorine  for 
pnissic  acid ; — also  for  ascertaining  the  superiority  of 
magnesia    and  chalk  over  other  antidotes    for    the 
mineral  acids  and  oxalic  acid  ;  and  the  superiority  of 
vinegar  or  oil  for  the  mineral  alkalis. 

To  those  who  have  watched  the  rapid  strides  with 
which  physiology  has  advanced  within  tl^e  last  twenty 
years,  it  will  at  once  be  apparent,  how  powerful  an 
instrument  of  research  that  science  has  found  in  the 
effects  of  poisons  on  the  animal  body.  Tbe  observa- 
tion of  these  effects  has  led  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
our  present  enlarged  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  absorp- 
tion; it  has  greatly  aided  tbe  experimentalist  in 
ascertaining  the  respective  part  performed  by  the 
veins  and  the  lymphatics  in  the  discharge  of  this 
«  function ;  it  has  contributed  to  the  discovery  of  the 
permeability  of  tbe  living  tissues,  and  tbe  influence 
which  this  property  has  in  producing  many  of  tbe 
phenomena  qf  absorption  ;  it  has  helped  to  unfold 
the  power  exercised  by  absorption  in  the  development 
of  many  vital  actions,  formerly  ascribed  to  nervous 
operations.  In  short,  it  has  been  one  of  tbe  principal 
guides  by  which  Brodie,  in  this  country,  and  Mujendie, 
in  France,  have  been  directed  in  the  progress  of  tlieir 
brilliant  discoveries;  so  that  by  a  curious  transition, 
what  formerly  was  dreaded  as  the  externiinatQr  of  life, 
and  made  available  for  acts  of  tyranny  and  deeds  of 
infamous  oppression,  has  now,  by  the  guidance  of  a 
sound  philosophy  and  active  industry,  become  tbe 
means  of  investigating  the  laws  of  life,  and  of  improving 
the  art  of  preventing  and  curing  disease. 

If,  however,  they  were  employed  in  former  days,  as 
iBStnimenU  of  terror  and  distress,  I  grieve  to  say,  that 
in  these  times,  they  can  be,  and  have  been,  made  avail- 
able for  tbe  basest  purposes  of  selfishness  and  dishon- 
.^ty.  I  believe  there  is  little  doubt  that  race-horses  have 


been  drugged  previously  to  running;  morphine  is  said  to 
be  the  article  nsed ;  horses  like  it»  and  a  small  quantity 
is  sufficient  for  the  reqaired  purpose.  A  friend  of 
mine  told  me,  that  having  to  ride  a  very  oimily  horse 
in  a  procession,  a  small  quantity  of  opium  was  given 
it,  and  he  went  through  his  work  with  as  muclrlaay 
indifference  aa  if  he  had  drawn  a  state  carriage  all  the 
days  of  his  life.  It  is  from  this  soarce,  perhaps,  that 
whisperers  and  other  horse-magt  derive  their  power  of 
taming. 

I  have  mentioned  that  some  of  the  ancient  poisons 
were  said  to  be  extracted  from  animal  matters,  and  it 
is  certain  that  a  poison  can  be  generated  from  such 
substances. 

I  have  thus  run  over  cursorily  the  subject  of  secret 
poisons,  with  some  reasons  for  my  disbelief  of  their 
frequent  use,  arising  from  the  snperstition,  the  igno- 
rance, and  the  want  of  scientific  research  belonging  to 
those  days.  I  will  conclude  with  two  observations, 
which  may  be  considered  as  aphoristic  deductions.  At 
a  time  when  a  preparation  of  gold  was  strongly  extolled 
for  ita  various  powers,  particularly  as  a  poison,  Dr. 
Fordyce  said  he  believed  gold  to  be  only  a  cordial 
for  the  pocket,  but  a  poison  for  the  mind.  An 
ignorant  physician,  and  even  a  learned  but  inat- 
tentive one,  is  often  a  poisoner ;  and  a  good  cook  is  a 
certain  slow  poisoner,  if  temperance  does  not  regulate 
our  obedience  to  her  mandates*  Mr.  Addison  con- 
cludes one  of  his  papers  with  the  following  observa- 
tions—" That  secret  poisons  were  much  in  request,  and 
sought  to  be  employed  in  former  days,  I  think  there 
•seems  to  be  no  doubt,  and  even  excellent  and  well- 
judging  writers  appear  to  have  believed  in  them. 
Whether  in  this  time  of  greater  knowledge  they  are 
not  likely  to  be  so  employed,  or  whether  the  farther 
advance  of  science  will  lead  to  such  a  discover}*  of 
them  as  to  baffle  their  use,  I  will  not  determinine,  but 
one  poison  has  been  handed  doWn  from  an  early  age 
of  civil  society,  has  been  nsed  through  most  conditions 
of  life,  and  yet  continues  its  operations ;  ita  only 
antidote  is  a  more  genuine  love,  and  practical  action  of 
examining  before  believing,— I  mean  the  poision  of 
secret  defamation." 


CASES  OF  CYNANCHE  STRIDULA,  TRE.ATED 
WITH  THE  SULPHATE  OF   COPPER. 

By  John  Brvan,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the  Northampton 

Victoria  Dispensary. 

Cask  I. 

John  Penn's  child,  aged  18  months,  living  at  Ectou, 
live  miles  from  Northampton.  October  25th,  1844,1  was 
called  in  to  this  child,  who  was  exceedingly  robust, 
at  ten  in  the  evening,  and  found  her  with  stridulous 
breathing  and  severe  exacerbations,  with  spasm,  threat- 
ening suffocation,  and  having  all  the  characters  of  con- 
firmed croup.    She  had  been  ill  with  hoarseness  and 
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ferer  for  three  or  four  days  previously.  The  following 
remedies  were  used  :— 

Himdinesir.  guttori  sUtim.  R.  Via.  Ipecac,  dr. 
ij. ;  Oxya.  Scilla,  dr.  ij.    M.  Capt.  dim.  statim. 

This  remedy  bavlDg  produced  yomiting,  in  about 
two  hours  the  followiog  medicine  was  commenced : — 

R.  Cnpri  Sulph«,  gr.  xij.;  Syr.  Simpl.»  dr  v.;  Aq. 
DesCilUt.y  dr.  ri}.  M.  Capt.  coch*  min.  omni  rel  bihor. 
To  bare  a  warm  bath. 

October  27th.  There  had  been  retching  of  thick 
mucus  all  the  night  without  serere  romiting,  and 
•lihongh  the  child  was  a  good  deal  collapsed,  the 
breathing  was  more  free,  but  still  there  ^  was  some 
croaking  sound.  The  bowels  were  freely  opened. 
Warm  bath  repeated. 

R.  Cupri  Sulph.,  gr.  !▼.;  Syr.  Tolut.,  Aque,  utrq, 
OS.  SR.    M.  Capt.  coch.  min.  quartis  horis. 

28th.    Breathing  better ;  croaking  sound  nearly  left. 

Kept.  Mist.  Cnpr.  Sulph.  R.  Mist.  Oleos.,  dr.r.; 
Syr.  Tolut.' dr.  iij. ;  Vin.  Ipecac,  dr.  ss.  M.  Capt.  coch. 
min.  lij.,  quartis  horis.;  at  intemds  with  the  Cupri 
Sulph.  mixture,  which  was  now  given  only  twice  or 
three  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  or  whenever  the 
phlegm  seemed  at  all  accumulating. 

30tb.    Improring.    Continue  medicine. 

31st.  Improring. 

November  3rd.  Left  olf  the  Cupri  Sulphas,  which 
liad  only  been  given  once  or  twice  the  last  two  or  three 
days.    From  this  time  the  child  rapidly  improved. 

Remarkt.  Tlie  case  at  first  appearance  seemed 
hopeless,  the  croup  being  fully  confirmed,  the  breathing 
of  a  suffocating  character,  and  the  child,  independently 
of  being  robust,  disinclined  to  take  anything  in  any 
quantity,  therefore  the  small  quantity  required  of  the 
medicine  answered  perfectly  well. 

Case  II. 

August  28, 1845.  Mr.  ^yichens*  little  giri,  aged  5, 
of  Black  Lion  Hill,  was  taken  ill  on  this  day  with 
caurrh  or  influenza,  with  slight  hoarseness.  The  fol- 
lowing remedies  were  prescribed  :— 

R.  Pulv.  Jacobi,  gr.  ii}. ;  Hydr.  Chlorid.,  gr.  ij. ;  hora 
aomni  snmend.  R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.,  Mist  Campb., 
Aqu«,  sing. dr.  x. ;  Spt.  Atber.  Nitr.  dr.  j.  j  Syr.  Tolut., 
dr.  iij.;  Vin.  Ipecac,  Oxymel.  Scillas,  utrq.  dr.j.; 
Pous.  Nitr.,  scr.  j.  M.  Capt.  cochl.  ampl.  iss.,  quartis 
horis. 

August  29th.  The  hreathbg  at  the  chest  appearing 
tightened  a  blister  was  applied  to  that  part 

Rept.  Mistura.  R.  Pulv.  Jacobi,  gr.  iss. ;  Calom. 
gr.  I ;  Pulv.  Ipecac.,  gr. }.  Flat  pulvis  cum  sing.  dos. 
mist,  sumendus. 

30th.  The  symptoms  took  on  the  form  of  croup, 
with  stridnlous  breathing,  and  the  croaking  noise  so 
characteristic  of  that  complaint. 

The  powders  were  continued,  and  at  the  same  time— 
R.  Cupri  Sulph.,  gr.  xi}. ;  Syr.  Simpl.,  dr.  v. ;  Aquas 
Destillat.,  dr.  ri}.  M.  Capt.  coch.  min.  ij.t  secunda 
qnaque  hora. 

Gentle  retching  of  mucus  and  phlegm  was  immedia- 
tely induced  after  each  dose  with  great  relief  to  the 
breathing.    The  Tinct  lodin.  Comp.  was  applied  freely 


to  the  throat  over  the  situation  of  the  larynx  and 
trachea  morning  and  evening. 

Sept.  Ist  Symptoms  mitigated.  Rept.  Mist.  Cupri 
Sulph.  et  Pulv. ;  et  appl.  Tinct.  lodini  mane  et 
vespere.  .  i 

2nd.  Improving.  Rept.  Med.et  appl.  Tinct.  lodini. 

3rd.  Improving.  Repeat  the  medicine. 

From  this  time  the  croaking  sound  in  the  breathing 
ceased,  the  Cupri  Sulphas,  therefore,  which  appeared  to 
depress  the  powers  considerably,  was  left  off,  and  the 
mixture  first  prescribed  given  twice  or  thrice  daily,  the 
child  all  the  time  improving. 

In  this  case«  which  was  seen  sooner  than  the  first, 
the  symptoms  primarily  indicated  inflammation  of 
the  superior  part  of  the  chest,  and  were  succeeded 
by  inflammation  of  the  larynx,  which  was  speedily 
arrested  by  means  of  the  Cupri  Sulphas,  with  the 
application  of  Tinct.  lodini  Comp.  The  child  was 
of  very  weakly  habit,  and  bleeding  in  any  form  appeared 
contraindicated. 

Cask  IIL 

Mr.  Wilson^  child,  aged  11  months,  Cow  LanOy 
Ni  rthampton.  I  was  sent  for  late  at  night  to  this 
child,  who  had  been  ill  for  a  few  days  with  what  the 
mother  thought  to  be  a  common  sore  throat,  with 
hoarseness,  and  she  had  noticed  the  croaking  breathing 
the  preceding  night,  so  that  the  symptoms  of  croup, 
when  I  first  saw  him,  were  quite  confirmed.  He  was 
very  plethoric,  but  considerably  depressed,  and  at  first 
sight  I  thought  the  case  hopeless,  the  spasms  in 
breathing  being  so  severe  as  to  threaten  suffocation. 

Em  pi.  Lytte  sterno  admov.,  et  Tinct.  lodini  Co. 
gutturi.  R.  Pulv.  Jacobi,  gr.  iss.;  Calomel,  gr.  j.; 
Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  ss.  Fiat  pulv.  tertia  quaqua  hora 
sumend.  To  have  a  warm  bath.  R.  Cupri  Sulph., 
gr.  iv. ;  Syr.  Tolut,  Aqus  Destillat,  sing.,  oa.  ss.  M. 
Capt  coch.  min.  tertiis  horis. 

Nov.  llth.  10  a.m.  The  symptoms  were  mitigated; 
retching  of  mucus  and  phlegm  had  quickly  taken 
place  after  each  dose  of  Cupri  Sulphas,  which  relieved 
the  breathing  very  much;  and  although  there  was 
considerable  uneasiness  from  the  application  of  the 
tincture  of  iodine  and  the  blister,  the  child  slept  at 
intervals. 

Cont.  Mist,  et  Pulv.  R.  Pulv.  Scam.  Co.,  gr.  iv. ; 
Calomel,  gr.  j.  statim ;  the  bowels  not  having  been 
relieved.    This  acted  well  in  two  hours. 

Nov.  12th.  Improving.  Cont  Mist,  et  Pulv.  The 
application  of  the  tincture  of  iodine  having  taken 
considerable  effect  on  the  throat  in  producing  vesica- 
tion, was  not  repeated. 

14th.  Omitt.  Cupri  Sulph.,  et  Pulv.  cum  Hydraiy. 
Chlorid.  R.  Pulv.  Ipecac,  gr.  ss. ;  Pulv.  Jacobi,  gr. 
iss.;  ter  die  snmend.  R.  Mist  Oleos.,  dr.  ix.;  Syr. 
Tolut,  dr.  ij.;  Vin.  Ipecac,  Tinct.  Campb.  Co.  utrq, 
dr.  j.    M.  Capt  coch.  med.  ter  die. 

The  symptoms  now  continued  improving,  with  the 
exception  of  rather  a  hard  cough,  which  ceased  in  two 
or  three  days. 

Reifmrkt, — Two  of  these  cases  were  such,  as  I  had, 
previous  to  trying  the  Cupri  Sulphas,  found  intfuctable 
under  the  usual  remedies,  as  leeches  and  blisters,  with 
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ipecacuaBba  and  tqaill  emetics,  and  calomel  and 
Jameses  powder ;  and  I  have  erery  reason  to  Chink  that 
the  Capri  Sulphas  was  (be  main  remedy  in  effecting  a 
•peedy  cure ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  require  constant 
watcbingj  (as  of  course  does  also  the  complaint  itself,) 
for  there  appears  to  be  great  collapse  and  paleness 
induced,  with  retching  and  usuaHy  purging  of  green 
stools.  I  first  received  the  hint  respecting  this  remedy 
from  "  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,"  rol.  8,  Art.  28,  by 
Dr.  Schwabe,  and  found  the  effects  exactly  the  same 
as  they^  are  described  in  this  article.  I  am  disposed, 
however,  also  to  attach  some  importance  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  tincture  of  iodine  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Other  remedies. 

CASE   OF   POISONING  BY  EXTRACT  OF 

BELLADONNA. 

By  John  M.  Bannba.  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior  Surgeon 

to  the  Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

T.  N.,  aged  nine,  was  affected,  on  the  27th  of 
October,  1846,  with  mild  scarlatina.  The  ferer  ran 
Its  conrse  in  about  eight  days.  On  the  third  day  after 
the  disappearance  of  the  eruption,  jaundice  presented 
itself;  the  skin  was  highly  tinged,  the  stools  white,  and 
the  urine  highly  impregnated  with  bile.  Although  the 
eruption  disappeared,  it  was  not  until  the  27th  of  Decem- 
ber that  the  process  of  desquamation  was  completed. 

At  the  latter  end  of  December  (the  20th,)  I  was 
requested  to  see  Master  N.,  in  coosequence  of  the 
obstinacy  of  the  jaundice,  and  considered  it  necessary 
to  prescribe  an  ounce  of  extract  of  dandelion,  to  which 
was  to  be  added  two  wine-glassfuls  of  water.  Of  this 
wizture  he  was  ordered  to  take  three  tea-spoonfuls  three 
times  a  day,  and  did  so  regularly  until  the  4ib  of 
January,  when  the  pot  which  contained  the  extract 
was  again  sent  to  the  druggist  to  be  re- tilled,  and  at 
night  the  water  added  as  usual.  For  some  reason 
unassigned,  the  night  dose  was  not  administered. 

At  eleven,  a.m.,  of  the  5th,  the  first  dose  of  the 
mixture  or  fluid  extract  was  given  by  the  mother,  at 
which  time  the  boy  was  in  good  spirits,  and  in  every 
respect  much  better;  the  secretion  of  bile  was  passing 
into  the  bowels ;  his  appetite  was  improved,  and  we  had 
good  reason  to  consider  hiiu  fast  approaching  to  recovery. 
The  mother  left  the  patient  in  the  charge  of  her  maid 
for  a  few  hours,  having  occasion  to  absent  herself  for 
that  length  of  time.  She  had  not  been  gone  more  than 
•half  an  hour,  when  the  servant  states  that  she  observed  a 
strange  and  unnatural  appearance  about  the  boy,  but 
-did  not  feel  any  alarm,  nor  did  she  think  it  necessar}* 
to  state  the  circumstance  to  the  family  u^til  about 
half  an  hour  later,  (twelve  o'clock,]  when  the  boy 
•began  to  talk  very  incoherently,  and  was  extremely 
lestless;  the  delirium  became  very  high,  but  quickly 
passed  off,  when  be  became  quiet,  though  constantly 
affected  with  twitchings  in  the  arms.  Not  knowing 
•what  to  do,  and  ascribing  the  state  to  exhaustion  for 
the  want  of  food,  she  administered  a  large  quantity  of 
hot  tea,  which  caused  great  iickness. 

Whin  I  saw  the  case  at  three  o'clock,  I  was  told  that 

'the  boy  had  vomited  twice  after  taking  the  tea,  and  had 

ttfrowB  from  the  stomach  a  large  quantity,  which  had 


not  been  preserved.  The  patient  appeared  in  a  coma* 
toee  state ;  the  breathing  was  slow ;  Uie  eyes  filed ;  the 
papils  dilated  to  the  fullest  extent,  and  insenaiblo  to  the 
admission  of  light ;  the  hands  and  feet  were  cold  and 
moist ;  the  pnlse  was  remarkably  quick  and  weak,  and 
slightiy  intermittent.  If  rousod  the  patient  tried  to 
seize  bold  of  the  penon  Umehing  htm,  and  would 
shout,  and  occasjonally  laogh  loudly,  and  would  throw 
out  the  arms  as  if  strikiof  at  an  object;  he  could  not 
articulate,  though  be  often  muttered  as  if  attempting 
to  express  something;  there  was  twitching  of  the 
flexor  musdes  of  the  arms,  particularly  of  the  left;  he 
frequenUy  seised  hold  of  the  bed-clothes,  and  attempted 
to  draw  them  op,  as  if  to  cover  his  head.  I  ordered 
wine  and  hot  water  to  be  gifen  lireely ;  warmth  to  be 
applied  Co  the  surface,  and  eold*splrit  wash  to  the 
head,  and  a  large  enema  of  salt  and  gruel  waa 
administered.  After  tbta  injection  the  patient  became 
very  resUess,  constantly  trying  to  get  up.  Thinking  it 
probable  that  he  wanted  to  pass  stool,  we  Carried  htm 
to  the  chair,  when  he  passed  large  evacuations,  which 
would  prove  some  degree  of  consciousness.  There 
was  great  disinclination  to  swallow  fluid  ;  it  required 
more  than  oi'dinary  force  to  effect  this  object.  After 
a  considerable  excitement,  for  a  minute  or  two 
he  would  fail  into  a  quiet  state,  scarcely  moving  ;  he 
woold  suddenly  begin  to  throw  about  his  arms,  and 
strike  them  forcibly  from  him,  and  then  seise  the  bed- 
clothes, and  endeavour  to  draw  them  over  his  face  and 
bead.  The  arms  occasionally  twitched  convulsively. 
I  remained  with  the  patient  for  a  considerable  time ; 
the  first  impression  was  that  he  had  taken  some  nar- 
cotic poison,  contained  either  in  an  embrocation  or 
cough  mixture.  We  carefully  examined  the  room,  but 
could  not  find  anything  confirmatory  of  this. 

Having  explained  to  the  family  the  great  danger  the 
child  appeared  to  be  in,  and  the  difficulty  I  felt  in 
r.8signing  a  cause  for  the  sudden  change  in  the  case. 
Dr.  Duncan  was  requested  to  meet  me  in  consultation. 
We  met  at  five  o'clock,  five  hours  after  the  first  attack, 
at  which  time  the  symptoms  continued  as  before 
related,  with  the  exception  that  the  surface  generally 
was  warmer.  The  wine  and  water  had  htea  forced 
into  the  mouth,  and  be  had  swallowed  a  considerable 
^quantity,  on  various  occasions 

Dr.  Duncan  was  equally  at  a  loss  with  myself  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  symptoms ;  at  first  he  was  inclined  to 
attribute  them  to  the  jaundice,  or  some  intestinal 
irritation,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  child  had  been  so 
much  better,  and  the  bile  beginning  to  pass  into  the 
bowel,  at  once  did  away  with  the  first  suppoation.  On 
questioning  the  mother  (who  had  by  this  time  returned 
home,)  we  for  the  first  time  learnt  that  fresh  medicine 
had  been  procured  on  the  previous  night,  and  she  did 
not  at  the  time  of  mixing  it  think  it  quite  the  same  as 
before  On  examining  the  extract  we  immediately 
considered  it  a  wrong  medicine,  and  pronounced  it 
either  belladonna  or  henbane.  To  make  ourselves  fully 
satisfied  we  visited  the  druggist  who  had  furnished  it,  as 
well  as  the  former  pots  of  extract.  He  unhesitatingly' 
acknowledged  that  he  had  seut  the  extract  of  bella- 
donna, and  for  the  moment  did  not  appear  aware  of 
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4iM  Biiitiike.  It  appealed  that  he  had  to  ifiid  out 
4HMe  of  the  extract  of  belladoBDa  on  the  s||ht  In 
^aestioii,  and  the  ionprenion  on  hit  mind  wai|  thai  the 
•aoM  extract  waa  wanted  for  T.  fi^  and  tbnatbe 
niatake  aroee.  I  mention  this  circamatance  to  prove 
that  there  iano  miatake  aa  to  the  extract  of  belladpMna 
being  given,  nor  of  the  qoanUty  taken. 

The  mode  of  treatment  waa  perwvered  in ;  the  iotloQ 
to  the  heady  the  wine  and  water  drink,  and  a  powder 
containing  rhuharb  and  calomel  given,  which  acted 
freely.  The  eracoation  waa  dark^coloured,  and  from 
the  pecoliar  odonr,  we  considered  it  to  contain  a  con* 
aiderable  quantity  of  belladonna.  The  delirinm  con* 
tinued  daring  the  night,  little  varying  from  the 
•ymptoma  ennmerated ;  the  pnlae  became  more  intar* 
fluttiflg  and  fuller,  to  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  dis- 
continue the  stimulants. 

At  four,  a.m.,  of  the  6tb,  sleep  for  the  first  time 
cnrercame  the  patient  i  he  slept  lightly  for  two  hours, 
after  which  the  delirium  was  less  violent,  the  pulse 
■aore  tranqoil,  though  very  intermittent  He  again 
alept  lightly  until  near  nine,  a.m.,  and  appeared  more 
conacions  afterwarda;  the  pupils  were  still  fully  dilated, 
and  he  did  not  appear  to  see  objects  clearly,  for  on 
taking  hia  hand,  he  felt  with  the  other  band  at  what 
touched  him,  and  laughed  very  mttch;  he  had  less 
disinclination  to  take  fluid,  and  partook  of  a  small 
quantity  of  gruel.  During  the  whole  delirium  he 
allowed,  from  his  pecoliar  restlessness,  that  he  either 
wished  to  pass  water  or  stool,  neither  of  which  passed 
involuntarily.  There  was  not  the  least  appearance  of 
ernption. 

From  thia  time  the  symptoms  gradually  disappeared, 
the  pulse  became  more  regular,  the  pupils  gradually 
became  less  dilated,  though  very  irregular  in  their  action ; 
it  was  not  until  the  expiration  of  five  days  that  they 
acted  more  regularly;  at  that  time  the  right  pupil 
remained  more  dilated  than  the  left.  He  complained 
for  several  days  of  pain  in  the  head  and  difficulty  of 
▼ision ;  he  could  not  see  to  read  with  ease  for  some 
time,  Indeed  I  may  say,  that  it  was  ten  days  before 
he  got  from  under  the  influence  of  the  poison. 

From  the  calculation  made,  we  consider  that  at 
least  thirty  grains  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  was 
given.  The  belladonna  did  not  appear  to  have  any 
cflTect  on  the  janndice,  beyond  the  fact  of  its  deranging 
the  system  for  some  days. 
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CLINICAL    REPORTS  OF    SURGICAL    CASES 
CND^R  THE   TREATMENT    OF    WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESQ.      ' 
By  Pbtxr  HiNCKBs  Bird,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

(Gm/mued  from  puge  69.] 

Case  XXiL 

aCAOFCLOOS  CARIXS  OF  TBB  SPINS. 

Jamra  Biley,  aged  25,  labourer,  admitted  March  fi5th, 
WMAy  lato  Ibe  Qaeen'a  Hospiul,  Birmingham,  nnder 


the  care  of  Mr.  Sands  Cos.  He  states  that  rather 
more  than  two  years  ago  he  first  felt  a  pain  in  his 
right  side,  which  aOerwards  flew  to  the  back  i  it  waa 
treated  as  a  rheumatic  pain ;  he  gradually  got  worse, 
and  eighteen  months  ago  he  was  obliged  to  gi?e  op 
his  occupation,  as  he  got  very  weak,  and  was  soon 
dred ;  the  nse  of  bis  legs  was  gradually  impaired,  and 
bis  back  became  weak,  and  he  perceived  that  the  back- 
bone became  prominent  He  states  that  hit  legs  have 
at  times  been  drawn  up  at  nights ;  bis  nrine  dribbled 
away,  and  he  had  not  perfect  control  o?er  defeoaUon  ; 
has  never  bad  abscesses  in  the  back  nor  in  any  other 
part  of  the  body ;  had  swelling  of  the  submaxillary 
glands  a  short  time  since.  He  states  that  he  contracted 
syphilis  two  years  ago,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  took 
mercury ;  has  been  under  medical  treatment  for 
eighteen  months;  enjoyed  good  health  previously ,«• 
that  is  to  say,  about  two  years  ago. 

Ho  complains  of  dull  aching  pain  in  the  dorsal 
region,  and  of  slight  tightness  across  the  chest;  he 
cannot  stand  or  walk  upright,  but  is  mnch  bent  for- 
ward; hislegs  feel  numbed  and  cold,  and  the  sensi* 
bility  is  diminished;  can  retain  his  water  perfectly; 
urine  rather  turbid,  of  natural  quantity;  pulse  strong, 
86;  appetite  good;  has  a  slight  cough;  the  muscles 
of  his  limbs  are  soft,  flabby,  and  atrophied;  haa 
no  pain  in  the  arms.  On  examination  of  the  baek 
there  was  found  projection  of  the  spinous  processes  o'f 
the  middle  dorsal  vertebrss ;  there  is  no  abscess  tberOy 
nor  on  any  part  of  the  body. 

Ordered  to  be  cupped  on  each  side  of  the  spine,  and 
to  remain  in  bed  in  the  recumbent  posture. 

April  drd.  About  the  same;  legs  still  numbed; 
appetite  indifl^erent;  bowels  rather  confined. 

R.  Quince  Disulph.,  gr.  xij.;  Add.  Sulph.  dil.,  dr.  j. ; 
AqosB,  Oss.  M.  Sumat  oz.  iss.,  ter  die.  Pil.  Rhei 
Comp.  ij.  hora  somni  snmend. 

6th.  Better;  bowels  open;  appetite  improved. 

30tb.  Mnch  better;  ean  walk  in  a  more  erect  posture ; 
appetite  Improved ;  cough  quite  gone ;  bowels  regular ; 
his  urine  presented  this  morning  an  iridescent  pellicle; 
this  he  states  he  has  noticed  frequently  before.  On 
examination  of  a  portion  under  the  microscope,  the 
beautiful  prisms  of  the  neutral  phosphate,  mixed  with 
imperfcetly-formcd  crystals  of  the  neutral  phosphate, 
and  a  few  penniform  crystals,  with  epithelium. 

Contln.  mist  tonica. 

23rd.  Boviels  rather  confined.  To  take  Pil.  Rhel 
Comp.  ij.,  statim. 

26ih.  Complains  of  pain  In  the  back.  To  have  an 
issue  applied  on  each  side  of  tbo  diseased  Tertebrs. 

29ib.  The  sloughs  have  separated.  Tu  have  the 
issue  kept  open  by  the  daily  insertion,  of  peas. 

May  6ih.  The  issues  have  discharged  freely;  feels 
better;  legs  not  so  numbed;  the  pain  has  disappeared 
from  the  dorsal  region,  and  occupies  the  lower  part  of 
the  lumbar,  extending  from  hip  to  hip;  can  walk  much 
better. 

14th.  Can  walk  upright ;  pain  in  the  hips  not  so 
severe;  the  nrine,  which  was  pale, and  of  a  light  amber 
oolonr,  when  examined  under  the  microscope,  preseaiad 
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file  timplie  ttelto  of  Uie  nealral  mU;*  tbej  tppear 
sdberiiig  to  a  fine  tnmspareDt  hair. 

22iid.  Hit  Ifgt  do  not  feel  ta  nambed,  Che  left  is 
Bore  fo  than  Ae  right;  the  paio  in  the  hips  is  worse 
towards  night;  general  health  improTed;  issues  dfs- 
charge  fieelj. 

27tb.  Complains  of  doll  aching  pain  in  the  hips, 
which  is  coDsiderablj  increased  towards  night  Ordered 
to  hare  the  moza  applied  in  three  places  on  each  side 
at  the  npper  part  of  the  sacrum. 

June  dth.  The  moza  afforJed  considerable  relief  to 
the  pain.    In  other  respects  aboot  the  same. 

S7th.  Pain  in  the  hips  better;  more  motion  in  the 
legf,  which  feel  stroager;  general  health  improred. 
Biscfaarged  relieved. 

In  this  disease,  of  which  the  true  canse  is  a  morbid 
state  of  the  spine,  the  actual  curvature  must  be  pre- 
ceded br  a  disease  of  the  parts,  onaoeompanied  with 
any  Tisible  deformitj,  and  cannot  take  place  until  the 
carles  has  made  considerable  progress,  therefore  the 
diagnosis  in  the  early  stage  must  be  rery  obscure.  The 
absence  of  abscesses  may  assist  the  diagnosis.  More 
frequenlJy  the  disease  begins  in  the  bones;  when  it 
does  so,  abscess  commences  early.  According  to  Sir 
Benjamin  Brodie,  in  many  instances  caries  of  the 
spine  has  its  origin  in  an  ulceration  of  the  interverte- 
bral cartilages,  aAerwards  affecting  the  bodies  of  the 
contiguous  vertebrie.  The  pain  is  most  manifest  wlien 
it  affects  the  intervertebral  substance.  In  this  case  it 
is  most  probable  that  the  disease  began  in  the  interver- 
tebral substance,  as  no  suppuration  took  place,  at  least 
ezternallr,  and  the  pain  was  a  conslanc  symptom. 
Curvature  in  the  spine,  in  the  direction  forwards,  may 
arise  from  other  causes,  as  a  weak  condition  of  the 
muscles,  or  a  rickety  affection  of  the  bones;  but  in 
these  eases  the  curvature  is  always  gradual,  and  never 
angular,  a  circumstance  by  which  it  is  distiuguishable 
from  the  curvature  produced  by  caries. 

One  common  effect  of  scrofulous  caries  of  the  spine 
is  the  production  of  abacessee  around  the  diseased 
bone;  but  it  frequently  happens  that  caries  goes  on  to 
an  immense  extent,  and  even  so  as  to  demolish  the 
bodies  of  certain  vertebrae,  without  any  abscess  being 
produced.  The  venereal  disease  is  said  to  bo  sometimes 
the  cause  of  caries ;  but  in  this  case  it  appears  that  the 
jiymptoms  of  caries  wore  prior  to  those  of  syphilis.  This 
disease  is  extremely  frequent  in  children,  (there  are  now 
two  children  in  the  Hospital  affected  with  it,)  but  adulu 
are  by  no  means  free  from  it. 

In  most  cases  of  scrofulous  caries  of  the  spine, 
paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  even  a  more 
extensive  paralysis,  will  come  on  sooner  or  later,  and 
^,  is  more  commonly  met  with  in  the  more  severe  cases  than 
in  those  less  advanced ;  yet  this  is  by  no  means  univer- 
sally the  case,  and  it  is  really  surprising  to  what  an. 
extent  caries  of  the  vertebras  may  reach  without  the 
sopervenUon  of  paralysis.  Professor  Cruveilhierf 
gives  the  particulars  of  a  case  of  scrofulous  disease  of 
the  vertebra,  In  which  no  paraplegia  existed,  though 
no  less  than  five  of  the  bodies  of  the  dorsal  vertebra 


•  Urinary  Deposits,  by  Dr.  Goldhig  Bird,  p.  173. 
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had  been  totally  annihilated,  and  the  alteration  in  the 
shape  of  the  vertebral  column  was  sneb,  tiial  the  apper 
half  lorased  with  the  low«r  an  estreBiely  aeato  aagl^ 
iHiieh  would  have  been  stin  mon  acute.  If  it  had  not 
been  pravented  by  the  elevenlh  and  Mb  netvally 
touching  one  another. 

The  appearance  of  the  pfaosphatet  in  the  urine 
which  is  usually  indicated  by  the  iridesooDt  peUide, 
ii  of  frequent  occurrence  in  cases  of  diseased  spine. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  case  the  two  following  indi* 
cations  were  to  be  fulfilled— 1st,  to  retain  the  spine  io 
the  most  favourable  position  for  anchylosis  to  take 
place;  and,  2nd,  to  improve  the  state  of  the  general 
health. 

To  fulfil  the  first  indication,  recumbency  is  necessary; 
for  it  will  be  obvious,  that  until  anchylosis  take  place  in 
a  more  correct  position,  there  must  always  be  a  tendency 
towards  a  re-production  of  the  deformity,  should  the 
patient  attempt  to  walk  or  move  about  in  the  erect 
position,  because  then  the  weight  of  the  head,  chesty 
and  upper  extremities,  would  press  upon  the  diseased 
portion  of  the  spine,  which  would  naturally  give  way 
as  before,  at  the  carious  point. 

To  accomplish  the  second  indication,  the  state  of 
the  digestive  organs  is  to  be  strictly  attended  to,  so 
that  by  a  course  of  tonic  medicines,  assisted  by  mild 
purgatives,  when  required,  the  health  may  be  so  much 
improved,  that  a  more  healthy  action  of  these  parta 
may  be  re-established. 

Anchylosis  or  bony  union  of  the  vertebra  is  the  only 
permanent  cure  when  caries  of  these  bones  has  takea 
place ;  but  some  believe  that  when  there  is  caries  of  the 
vertebra,  anchylosis  can  only  take  place  by'  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra  being 
brought  into  absolute  contact,  under  which  circum* 
stances  the  deformity  must,  of  course,  remain  perma- 
nent, or,  what  is  more  probable,  be  increased.  But  the 
resources  of  nature  are  by  no  means  so  limited,  for 
when  caries  of  the  spine  occurs,  the  periosteum,  the 
anterior  common  ligament,  and  the  surrounding  tex- 
tures become  thickened,  so  as  to  form  a  firm  membrane 
or  sac  in  front  of  the  diseased  bones,  and  thus  prevent 
the  pus  which  is  formed  being  effused  into  the  neigh- 
bouring parts;  but  should  the  sac  be  incomplete,  or 
from  perforation  or  other  cause,  allow  the  escape  o/ 
the  pnriform  matter,  then  lumbar,  psoas,  or  other 
abscesses  are  formed,  or  the  still  worse  consequences  of 
effusion  into  the  pleura  or  peritoneum  follow,  a  circum. 
stance  which,  however,  rarely  occurs. 

If  the  progress  of  the  caries  cease,  and  the  healilk. 
improve,  nature  attempts,  by  the  formation  of  nev^ 
bone    to  repair  the  injury  done,  and  to  fill  up  the* 
space  produced  by  the  greater  or  less  absorption  of  the^ 
bodies  of  the  vertebra.    If  the  remaining  portiimt  be 
allowed  to  continue  in  juxta  position,  union  betweei^ 
them  taking  place,  any  improvement  in  the  sptnalt 
deformity  will  be  rendered  impossible;  but  if  the  spine 
by  suiublo  means  be  got  straighter,  and  retained  in. 
that  position, until  a  healthy  osseous  deposit  take  place- 
in  the  diseased  part,  the  resulting  deformity  will  be  much 
lessened,  and  sometimes  rendered  comparatively  trifling^ 
and  the  cure  will  bo  both  complete  and  permanent. 
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We  have  lately  received  another  of  that 
faloable  aeries  of  reports — the  Quarterly  Re- 
turns of  Health  and  Mortality,  issued  hy  the 
Registrar  GeneraL  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  return  for  the  quarter  ending  Septem- 
ber SOthy  1846f  shewed  a  great  increase  of  the 
mortality  during  the  preceding  three  months, 
much  of  which  was  attributable  to  an  epidemic 
of  diarrhoea,  cholera,  and  dysentery.  From 
the  return  for  the  last  quarter  ending  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1846,  we-  learn  that,  notwithstanding 
the  decline  of  this  epidemic,  there  is  still  a 
great  increase  in  the  mortality  over  the  cor- 
responding quarter  of  the  preceding  year,  and 
over  the  calculated  average.  The  excess  of 
deafhs  in  the  one  hundred  and  fifteen  districts, 
included  in  these  returns,  the  population  of 
which  in  1841,  was  6^579^693,  amounts  to  7311 
above  the  calculated  number,  to  12,9-1-3  above 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  1845,  the  actual 
number  of  deaths  being  52^903.  It  is  obviou's, 
therefore^  that  other  causes  of  fatal  disease 
must  have  been  added  to,  or  taken  the  pla^  of, 
those  in  operation,  during  the  previous  quarter. 

The  early  severe  cold,  setting  in  considerably 
before  Christmas,  seems  to  have  had  much  effect, 
as  bronchial,  catarrhal,  and  pulmonary  affections, 
werefrequent,8evereandratal,especially  amongst 
persons  affected  with  heart-diseate.  Rheumatism 
is  another  disease  to  which  a  portion  of  the  in- 
creased mortality  in  some  districts  is  attributed, 
and  diarrhoea  still  continued  to  prevail,  in  some 
of  the  northern  districts  especially.  Other 
diseases  which  contributed  to  the  mortality  in 
•certain  districts,  are  measles,  scarlatina,  and 
typhus.  I  n  London,  the  deaths  from  cold  and 
want  were  nearly  doubled ;  and  we  are  informed 
that  ''the  sad  condition,  and  the  habits  of  the 
poor  Irish  emigrants,  have  no  doubt  contributed 
to  deteriorate  the  health  of  Liverpool,  Glasgow, 
and  Bristol — the  ports  through  which  they 
lenter — as  well  as  to  raise  the  mortality  of 
Mancheater,  and  other  inland  towns."  It  would 
«eem  therefore,  that  the  mortality  of  the  quarter 
OS  mainly  attributable  to  the  effects  of  cold,  com- 
bined probably  with  scarcity,  and  the  remaining 
inflttence  of  the  epidemic  constitution  of  the 
preceding  quarter. 

"  It  11  well  known,"  says  the  return,  '*  that 
the  decaying  matters  of  marshes  give  rise  to 
agues,  dysenteries,  and  fevers ;  and  it  is  proved 
satisfactorily  by  the  facts  collected  under  the 
Aegiatratien  Act,  that  the  excessive  mortality 


from  diseases  of  the  zymotic  and  other  classes, 
observed  in  towns,  is  occasioned  by  animal  or 
vegetable  poisons,  with  which  the  atmosphere 
is  charged,  in  different  degrees  of  concentration, 
depending  on  accumulated  filth,  crowding  in 
dwellings  and  workshops,  the  closeness  of  courts, 
imperfect  supplies  of  water,  and  the  want  of 
efficient  sewers.  The. high  temperature  of  the 
summer  of  1846,  in  which  the  mean  thermometer 
ranged  from  0^8  to  7^7,  above  the  average, 
during  ten  weeks  out  of  thirteen,  accelerated 
the  decomposition,  and  increaaed  the  virulence 
of  these  effluvial  poisons,  as  well  as  of  the  dis- 
eases which  they  promote.  Once  grown  epidemic, 
the  diseases  continued  to  rage  during  the  rest 
of  the  year.  Thus  the  mortality  of  1846  may 
be  accounted  for.  If  it  took  place  in  obedience 
to  any  cyclical  law,  or  to  a  general  cause  acting 
simultaneously  in  Asia  and  Europe,  the  great 
fact  remains,  that  the  deaths  were  nearly  twice 
as  numerous  in  ilLconstructed  towns,  where 
the  poison  is  concentrated,  as  in  the  country, 
where  it  is  diluted  and  destroyed  by  the  fresh 


air." 

The  return  proceeds  to  shew  that  the  precise 
degree  of  influence  which  the  various  agencies 
of  want  of  water,  sewerage,  or  ventilation- 
crowding  of  the  population— neglect  of  chiU 
dren-^the  practices  of  quackery — want  of  skilful 
medical  advice — intra-mural  interment— nox- 
ious emanations,  &c.,  exercise  in  causing  the 
high  mortality  of  towns,  is  not  easily  determined ; 
and  then  refers  to  the  known  improvement  in 
the  health  of  the  navy,  in  consequence  of  the 
adoption  of  the  enlightened  views  of  our  great 
navigator,  Captain  Cook.  In  ten  months  after 
leaving  England,  Anson  lost  626  men  out  of  961 
in  three  ships,  from^  scurvy,  dysentery,  and 
putrid  fever.  In  the  year  1780,  the  Channel 
Fleet  sent  11.732  sick  to  the  Haslar  Hospital, 
1457  of  whom  had  scurvy,  240  dysentery,  and 
5639  fever.  In  the  year  1772,  Cook  sailed/ound 
the  world,  and  returned  in  the  space  of  three 
years,  with  the  loss  of  only  four  men  by  acci- . 
dents,  and  one  by  disease.  After  the  adoption  of 
his  principles  by  the  Admiralty^  the  health  of 
the  navy  was  raised  to  a  satisfactory  standard, 
and  in  Captain  Parry's  three  voyages  to  the  Polar 
region,  only  seven  men  died  out  of  334. 

Captain  Cook,  continues  the  report,  ^'  did 
not  wait  till  it  had  been  settled  how  much 
of  the  sickness  at  sea  was  caused  respectively 
by  bad  ships,  dirty  water,  rotten  provisions, 
the  want  of  ventilation,  and  of  lemon-juice. 
He  procured,  amidst  great  difficulties,  all  that 
he  believed  was  requisite  to  the  health  of  the 
men.  The  experiment,  though  not  an  ejcperi- 
mentum  eruds,  as  applied  to  any  one  oauso,  was 
bucceasfuL     It  did   not  solve  a  physiological 
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problem,  but  it  saved  the  men's  lives.  If  the 
general  measures  for  the  health  of  towns 
announced  are  proceeded  with,  they  will  no 
doubt  be  as  successful  as  the  similar  measures 
introduced  into  the  navy,  and  crowned  in  Couk 
by  the  award  of  the  Royal  Society  in  the  last 
century." 

Practical  Bemarki  on  Near  Sight,  Agtd  Sighi^  and 
Impaired  Vi$ioH  ;  wUh  Obttirvation»  ypom  the  Uta  of 
OloMset,  and  on  Arti/Uial  lAghL  By  William 
TVhitb  Cooper,  F.R.C.S.,  Seoipr  Sargson  to  the 
North  London  Ophthalmic  Institation,  &c.  &c. 
Loadoo,  1846.    Post  8vo.  pp.  216. 

There  are  few  sulgects  of  greater  interest  to  the 
eomfort  and  eDJoyment  of  a  very  numeroas  portion 
of  the  community,  than  thou  which  Mr.  Cooper  hss 
here  selected  for  remark.  Near  sight  is  an  cztiemely 
prevalent,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  fear,  an  in- 
creasingly prevalent  affection ;  what  is  termed  aged 
sight  or  presliyopia  is,  more  or  less,  the  common  lot 
of  all  who  pus  the  middle  term  of  life ;  and  impaired 
vision  of  vvions  degrees,  the  panaltj  which  the 
ariisao,  the  close  student,  and  th^  man  of  soience, 
are  called  npoa  to  saffer,  from  a  heedless  ase,  or  rather 
misuse,  of  the  orgsus  of  sight,  to  which  the  lore  of 
knowledge,  ambition,  and  too  frequently  also  necessity, 
impels  them. 

Upon  these  several  states  Mr.  Cooper*s  work  contains 
flBQch  interesting  and  useful  information,  and  soond 
practical  directions,  on  the  means  proper  to  be  employed 
in  the  alleTiation  o(  the  original  or  natural  defect,  the 
remedies  to  be  ased  nhen  the  sight  has  become 
impaired  from  want  of  due  care,  and  on  the  adoption 
of  certain  precantions  in  the  use  of  this  first  blessing 
of  int^IIecSoal  man,  by  which  the  powers  of  the  eye 
may  commonly  be  preserved  intact,  or  at  least  in  a 
state  of  efficiency,  until  the  gradual  fatlare  of  the 
entire  organism  gives  impressive  warning  that  mortality 
is  the  lot  of  all. 

Neither  is  it  the  least  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Cooper's  Essay,  tb^it  is  written  in  plain  and  intelli- 
gible language,  fitted  for  the  comprehension  of  the 
many  who  are  so  deeply  interested,  and  who,  yet 
in  uDconscions  ignorance,  are  pursuing  a  course  which, 
anless  the  warning  note  reaches  them  in  time,  may 
bring  on  a  slate  and  induce  mischief  beyond  tho 
power  of  human  means  to  alleviate  or  control.  Myopia, 
for  instance,  is  au  affection  which  by  proper  adjustment 
of  the  optical  means  at  our  command,  admits  of  much 
ailetiation.  The  vision  of  the  near-sighted,  by  the 
ase  of  glasses,  from  being  confined  and  indiatinet, 
becomes  clear  and  defined.  But  the  very  perfection 
of  the  relief  at  first  experienced  too  often  leads  to 


the  increase  of  the  mischief;  the  first  sharpness  of 
the  newly  acquired  power  of  distinct  distant  vision.  In 
cerfidn  cases  (more  especially  when  It  is  the  powet 
of  adaptation  of  the  eye  to  varying  distances  which  is 
at  fault  J  after  a  time  wears  off;  the  glasses  do  not  suit 
so  well  as  they  did  at  first ;  others  of  Increased  power 
are  perhaps  had  reooarse  to,  and  with  the  same  effect,, 
until  the  original  defect  is  greatly  aggravated.  Onr 
these  several  points  Mr.  Cooper's  work  contains  In- 
formation which  the  community  at  large,  and  even 
many  professional  men,  are  much  in  want  of.  The 
cause  is  pointed  out,  the  remedy  indicated,  and  the- 
necessary  precautious  to  prevent  farther  mischief  Aa\j 

enforced. 

The  obtenraiions  on  the  use  of  glasses  sre  extremely 
jadlcioos,  and,  with  those  on  the  effects  of  sttificial 
light,  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  all  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  studying  or  working  during  the  bonre 
of  night,  or  from  whatever  cause  are  compelled  to  hare 
recourse  to  the  aid  of  spectacles.  We  select  the  fol- 
lowing case  of  the  effects  of  the  destrucUve  use  of  the 
eye  to  which  modem  habits  compel  very  many  of  tho 
working  part  of  the  community  :— 

*<  Harriet  Porter,  a  delicate-looking  female,  agedT 
)9,  applied  at  the  North  London  Ophthalmic  fostita. 
tion,  February  I7ih,  1846.  She  was  apprenticed  to  a 
milliner,  and  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  habit  of 
working  with  her  needle  for  ten  hours  each  day. 
Duriif  the  London  season  it  was  no  uncommon  things 
she  stated,  for  her  to  work  twelve,  and  even  fourteen 
hours,  daily.  Her  oyes,  she  said,  felt  strained  and 
ached,  aft^r  sewing  for  a  short  time,  and  aho  expcri- 
enced  great  difficulty  in  working,  especially  at  night, 
in  consequence  of  a  mist  which  came  over  her  aight, 
and  rendered  all  objects  indistinct.  This  mist  bad 
been  gradually  increasing,  and  of  late  she  had  seldom 
been  free  from  it.  She  was  sabjeet  to  headache,  and  fre- 
quently  experienced  a  weight  over  the  brows,  with 
aching  of  the  «yes,  muscsB  volitantes  after  tlie  slightest 
exertion,  snd  occasional  flashes  of  light.  The  mote- 
ments  of  the  pupils  were  slow,  the  iridea  doll,  and  in 
the  left  eye  I  detected  two  minute  adhesions  of  tho 
margin  of  the  pupil  to  the  anterior  capsule  of  the  leas* 

'*  Rest  to  the  eyes,  an  slIeratiTe  oourse  of  mercury,  in 
oonnecUon  with  tonics,  and  continued  coanter-irrltation 
to  the  forehead  and  temples,  produced  a  highly  ben». 
fidal  effect;  and  the  patient  was  discharged  at  tho 
expiration  of  four  months,  greatly  improved  in  healthy 
and  with  her  vision  nearly  perfectly  restored." 

This  case  needs  no  comment.  It  is  unhappily  but 
too  frequent,  and  the  records  of  our  Ophthalmic 
Institutions  could  supply  not  only  many  such,  but 
many  more  in  which  the  over-tasked  organs  have 
become,  from  conUnued  misuse  and  neglect,  structurally^ 
and  irremediably  impaired.  In  conclusion,  we  would 
recommend  a  perusal  of  Mr.  Coopet's  work  to  all  who 
are  suffering  from  the  defects  of  vision  of  which  It 
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Ireato;  to  the  GoomnMr  of  midnight  oil;  to  the 
phiiaathropisty  and  etpacially  to  CImi  nedieal  prac- 
titiooer,  aa  conTajing  •onad  information  on  tolgactt 
of  Moh  every-day  occ^rrance,  as  notwithstanding  their 
importaace,  from  their  Tery  frequency  often  escape  the 
attention  to  which  they  are  so  prominently  entitled. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICE  OP  THE   LATE 

MR.  DODD. 

[The  loss  which  the  Association  hss  sustained  hy  the 
decease  of  Mr.  Dodd,  of  Ryde,  (late  of  Chichester,) 
one  of  its  warmest  sapporters  and  most  distingiished 
members,  was  briefly  announced  last  week.  The 
subjoined  notice  by«a  gentleman  who  had  opportunities 
of  knowing  his  worth  and  estimating  his  talents^  will» 
we  doubt  not,  prore  interesting  to  the  Members  of  the 
Association.] 

Died,  at  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  Jan.  30th,  having  just 
entered  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  Ambrose  Thomas 
Stnrges  Dodd,  £fq.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England,  and  formerly  surgeon  to  the 
Chichester  Infirmary. 

Mr.  Dodd  was  the  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Moses  Dodd 
of  Fordhara,  in  Essex,  and  was  bom  at  Chichester, 
January  16, 1803.  ^  In  his  early  days  he  displayed  no 
particular  talents  beyond  considerable  intelligeneey  but 
ha  was  of  active  mind  and  habits,  and  Tery  early 
CTinced  that  remarkable  amiability  of  disposition  which 
so  strongly  characterized  his  alter  life.  While  a  boy 
he  conceived  a  most  restless  desire  for  a  sea  life,  and 
at  the  age  oi  13  years,  was  permitted  to  take  a  Toyage 
to  China,  a  circumstance  he  ever  after  reverted  to  with 
pleasure  and  amusement.  Shortly  sAer  his  return  he 
decided  on  the  profession  in  which  he  was  destined  to 
attain  so  high  a  reputation,  and  he  commenced  his 
medical  stodiea  with  the  late  Mr.  Lightford,  of  Oxford 
Stivcu  While  there  be  bad  a  serious  and  dangerous 
illness;  it  waa  some  form  of  thoracic  inflammation, 
liut,  as  was  the  case  with  his  subsequent  ailments^  the 
exact  nature  of  the  attack  was  intolTed  in  some 
obscurity.  • 

He  subsequently  entered  Guy's  Hospital,  where  he 
distinguished  himself  as  an  intelligent  and  perseTering 
student,  and  soon  acquired  such  a  standing  that  he  was 
appointed  Curator  of  the  Museum,  and  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy.  His  connection  with  Qny's  was  between 
five  and  alx  years  in  duration. 

la  1688,  he  was  invited  by  Mr.  Guy,  a  general 
practiUoaer  at  CUehester,  to  join  him  in  his  practice, 
to  which  he  sabeequently  saecaeded.  Within  a  few 
months  of  his  first  coming  to  Chichester,  he  was 
appointed  sui^geon  to  the  luflrmsry  of  that  place,  a 
situation  he  held  with  much  honour  and  success.  He 
devoted  hunself  to  this  Institution  with  so  much  zeal, 
and  wit^^&^great  satisfaction  to  tbe  governors  andr 
snbscribenT^A^  en  his  eventually  retiring  from  his 
office,  he  was  presented  at  a  public  meeting  convened 


*  It  it  probable  thit'^in  this  illness  be  contracted  the 
adhesipas  aeBtioned  in  tbe  acconnt  of  the  poH-morUm 


fwr  \he  parpoae»  with  a  pieee  of  plate  and  a  maffalfieeul 
purse»  in  token  of  the  high  estimattoa  his  servicas  had 
obtained,  and  of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held. 

While  at  Chichester,  he  also  look  a  warm  iateresi  in- 
the  Literary  Institution  of  that  city,  in  which  ho 
delivered  several  interesting  and.  instructive  leoturea. 
He  was  also  very   active  in  the  formation  of   the* 
Institulion   Museum,  particularly  the    ornithological^ 
department,  which  he  collected  and  arranged. 

Mr.    Dodd  suffered  habitually  in   the  spring  and 
early  summer  from  hay  fe^tT,    This,  for  many  years, 
continued  to  be  increasingly  severe,  until  in  the  snmmer* 
of  IS4d,  he  became  seriously  out  of  health,  suffering 
from  coryza,  with  cough  and  general  debility.    While 
taking  change  of  air  and  relaxation  by  the  sea  side, 
ha  was  attacked  with   hsemoptysis.    He  had  had  a 
similar  attack  thirteen  years  previously,  from  which 
he    recovered,  and    enjoyed    subsequently    tolerably 
robust  health,  but  from  the  attack  in  1843  his  health- 
declined.    During  the  next   two  years,  a  voyage  to* 
America,  and    visits    to    Ryde    and     Clifton,    with 
improved    health,    were    alternated   with  returns    to 
Chichester  and  practice,  with  relapses  of  his  attacks- 
of  hsBmoptysis,  and  increase  of  cough,  accompanied 
with  dyspnoes.    In  1815  be  determined  on  giving  up- 
his prsctice,and  fixed  himsel f  temporarily  at  Rv de,where 
shortly  after  he  was  invited  to  join  in  an  established 
practice.    Some  improvement  in  health  stimulated  him^ 
to  his  wonted  energy,  and  In  December,  1845,  he  called 
a  public  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  an 
Infirmary  for  the  Isle  of  Wight.     He  hioiself  accepted 
the  duties  of  secretary  to  the  undertaking,  which  soon 
prospered  in  his  hands,  and  a  large  sum  has  been 
subscribed  for  the  purpose.    Although  Mr.  Dodd  has- 
not  lived,  even  to  see  the  foundation  laid,  he  may  yet 
be  said  to  be  tbe  founder  of  this  Institution,  which 
may  be  looked  upon  as  his  la^t  and  posthumous  work. 
It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that 
the  yet  embryo  Hospital  is  deprived  of  his  valuable 
aid. 

In  August  last,  while  ia  better  health  than  he  had 
enjoyed  for  a  considerable  period,  the  hmmoptysia 
recurred.  This  attack  proved  more  severe  than  any 
previous  one,  and  from  it  he  very  slowly  and  only 
partially  recovered.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  he  removed 
for  a  few  weeks  to  Trent,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tanbfidga  Wells,  whence  he  returned  in  October,  and- 
resumed  his  practice.  But  this  was  now  a  labour  ill. 
sustained,  and  during  the  last  week  in  December  ho 
was  compelled  to  keep  his  house.  From  this  time  his 
disease  made  rapid  progress. 

In  the  practice  of  his  profession  Mr.  Dodd  waa 
always  oa  nhmm  with  the  day,  and  he  possessed  a  quick 
and  ready  discernment.  As  a  surgeon,  he  was  bold  and- 
enterprising,  and  evinced  much  tact  and  dexterity  in«* 
operating.     In  his  intercourse  with  his  professional 
brethren  he  was  alwajs  frank  and  honourable,  and' 
obtained  a   high  rank  in  the  good  opinion  of  hia- 
compeers.    He  was  an  early  member  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  #argieal  Association,  to  which  he  waa 
much  attached,  and  at  the  Anniversary  Meeting  beUh^ 
at  SoaihamptOD,  in  the  year  1640,  the  RetrospeoUva- 
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Addran  on  Sargei^  wm  re«d  by  him*    Ha  contribated 
'froqnmiUy  to  the  perioditsalt  of  the  day,  and  ftumUbad 
able  arliclaato  Dr.  Todd's  "*  C  jdopcodia  of  Anatomy 
•ad  Pbynology." 

Mr.  Dodd  was  married  in  1832,  and  hu  left  a  widow 
and  four  children  to  deplore  his  loss.  In  bis  domettio 
felaUons  he  posseasefl  very  strong  affeeti6ni«    He  was 

•  mach  beloved  by  all  who  esooyed  his  friendthip,  and 
▼eiy  highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  ot  aoqoaintanee. 
Be  bore  his  illness  with  patience  and  resignation,  and 
met  his  death  with  all  the  fortitude  inspired  by  a 

■Christian's  hopes. 

Mr.  Dodd  was  many  times  seen  by  some  of  our 
leading  stethoscopisis,  and  as  these  gentlemen  had 
generally  expressed  great  doubts  as  to  the  real  nature 

-of  his  case^be  expressed  a  wish  that  his  chest  might 

'  be  examined,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  his  partner, 
Mr.  Marriott,  in  conjunction  with  his  friends  Dr. 
Engledue,  of  Portsea,  and  Dr.  Salter,  of  Ryde.      The 

<-following  is  the  result  :•* 

Examination  forty.nine  hours  aAer  death.  Whole 
hody  extromely  attenuated.  On  opening  the  chest,  only 
n  small  part  of  the  left  luug  collapsed.  The  lungs 
generally  were  Teiy  much  charged  with  carbonaceous 
matter,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  posterior  part  ot 

't^e  right  lung,  studded  with  tubercles.  The  pleura 
pnlmonalis  and  pleura  costalis  were  nearly  tbronghout 
adherent,  mostly  by  old  adhesions.  Under  the  right 
cfaricle  the  adhesion  was  densely  fibrous,  and  the 
correspondingportion  of  the  lung  contained  also  much 

*  fibrous  deposit,  in  addition  to  the  tubercles  which  were 
more  numerous  on  this  side  than  on  the   left.    The 

'tubercles  under  both  clavicles  were  in  the  state  of 
eoftening,  and  there  were  several  small  cavities ;  the 
largest,  on  the  right  side,  was  about  the  size  of  a 
walnut    There  was  much  gravitation  in  both  lungs 

.posteriorly,  but  principally  in  the  right,  where  the 
greater  portion  of  the  posterior  lobe  was  gorged  with 
blood  and  was  very  friable.  There  was,  however,  in 
this  situation  neither  fibrous,  nor  any  other  deposit, 

'  except  the  infiltration  of  blood,  nor  hepatization  or 
any  adventitious  groirth,  though  it  was  in  this  situation, 

■  and  this  onU  that  disease  had  been  long  suspected. 
The  heart  was  palo  and  flabby  but  presented  no 
appearance  of  disease* 


PATHOLOGICAL    CHEMISTRY. 

COUFOaiTION  OF  THB  BLOOD  IN  PC ERPERAL  FEVER. 

M.  Hersent,  who  has  taken  this  investigation  as  the 
subject  of  his  inaugural  thesis,  terminates  his  researches 
-^ith  the  following  conclusions : — 

\.  The  chief  modification  of  the  blood  in  severe 
'puerperal  fever  consists  in  a  great  increase  in  the  water; 
•great  diminution  of  the  globules ;  and  also  In  very 
^considerable  decrease  of  albanen. 

2.  These  modifieatiooi  are  proporiiiBate  ta  the 
■everity  of  the  disease. 

3*  The  proportion  of  fibrin  is  generally  unaltered, 
N  valid  the  blood  is  therefore  not  diffluent. 


4.  There  are,  neverthelesa,  some  few  oases  in  which 
the  blood  is  more  flald  thian  natural,  in  conseqnenee  of 
a  loss  ot  fibrin. 

5.  It  is  probable  that  the  vitiation  of  the  blood  pre- 
cedes  the  development  of  the  di8ease.«»i2^cAercAfr  sur 
la  Composition  du  Sang  dam  let  Figures  Puerperales 
1845. 

COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BLOOD  IN  CANCEROUS  DISEASES. 

Dr.  Florian  Heller  has  investigated  the  chemical 
and  microscopical  characters  of  the  blood  in  a  case  of 
uterine  cancer,  and  gives  the  fallowing  as  the  result  of 
his  enquiries  :«- 

1.  The  blood -globules  are  of  very  variable  size,  some 
being  smaller,  others  larger  than  natural ;.  the  smaller 
have  generally  a  finely  granulated  outline,  the  larger 
are  always  smooth..  As  this  condition  is  also  observed 
in  blood  containing  pns,  it  is  not  characteristic  of  the 
cancerous  diathesis. 

2.  Cells  perfectly  analogona  in  form  and  size  to 
those  which  are  present  in  cancerous  tumours,  are  .also 
seen  to  exist  in  the  blood. 

3.  The  shining  particles  like  fragments  of  gold  are 
sometimes  also  met  with.  These  particles  vary  much 
in  aspect,  being  either  yellowish  or  bluish,  according 
as  the  field  ot  the  microscope  is  placed  in  respect  to 
the  light;  they  are  in  many  cases  perceptible  to  the 
naked  eye,  after  coagulation  of  the  blood,  either  in  the 
cloi  itself,  or  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  serum. 

4.  The  fibrin  is  constantly  and  absolutely  augmented 
in  all  forms  of  cancer,  whether  the  blood  be  obtained 
from  the  affected  part  or  from  the  general  system* 

5.  The  albumen  is  either  normal  or  below  par. 

6.  Tlie  amount  of  solid  matters  generally  is  dimin- 
ished. ArcJtiv,Jiir  Phi/aioloffie  und  Microscopic,  1846. 

PATHOLOGY. 

ON   THB   CAUSES   OF   EXUDATION. 

The  author  of  an  essay  on  this  subject,  Dr.  John 
Hughes  Bennett,  observes,  that  the  term  exuda- 
tion is  applied  not  only  to  the  act  of  passing  out 
of  tlie  liquor  sanguinis  through  the  vascular  walls, 
but  also  to  the  deposit  in  the  tissues  of  the  fibrinous 
portion  ot  the  blood.  This  confusion  of  the  act  and 
the  result  under  the  same  term  is,  however,  a  failure 
in  terminology,  which  is  not  confined  to  the  point  in 
question.  The  series  of  changes  which  precede  exuda- 
tion, are  stated  by  Dr.  Bennett,  to  be :— 1.  A  narrowing 
of  the  capillary  vessels,  wish  consequent  increased 
rapidity  of  circulation.  2.  A  subsequent  dilatation 
of  the  same  vessels,  with  retardation  of  the  current. 

3.  Irregularity  and  oscillation  of  the  current  of  blood. 

4.  The  motion  >of  the  blood  ceases,  and  the  vessel 
appears  fully  distended.  5th  and  lastly,  the  liquor 
sanguinis,  sometimes  accompanied  by  the  blood-cor- 
puscles,  is  exuded  through  the  capillary  mlf^f  which 
in  the  latter  case  are  ruptured.  <•««-- 

Dr.  Bennett  remarks,  that  this  view  of  the  changes 
preceding  exudation,  is  perfectly  in  analogy  with  the 
effect  of  stimuli  on  other  musclesynamely,  at  first 
increased  contraction,  and  afterwaids  paralysis,  and  is 
therefore  sufficient  to  account  for  the  initiatory  portion 
of  the  process,  the  contraction  and  dilatation  of  the 
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vuMb,  viOi  Uie  iooieMed  tad  ratuded  flow  of  tbt 
Ueod,  bat  it  doe*  not  «eeoiint  for  the  stoppage  of 
th«  blood,  nor  for  the  ezadatioo. 

Tbe  latter  pbeDomeoa  are  geaenXlj  attribated 
to  obatmction^  tbe  blood-globalea  beooning  merged 
togetber.  Tbie  czplaDaiion,  boweTeri  Dr»  Bennett 
contiders  opposed  to  obaenradon  ;  for,  1st— >tbe  stoppage 
of  blood  does  not,  as  is  supposed,  proceed  from  one 
point;  and  2od— the  Ijmpb  space  near  tbe  walls  of  the 
eapillariea  is  sdll  evident  when  tbe  blood  moves  slowly, 
and  only  disappears  at  tbe  moment  it  is  arrested.  He 
tben  examines  tbe  theory  advanced  by  Dr.  Williams 
and  Mr.  Addison,  that  tbe  obslraction  is  due  to  the 
feneration  of  a  large  number  of  oolourless  corpuicles 
which  adhere  to  tbe  sides  of  t^e  vessel.  He  observes, 
that  he  baa  long  dottbted  the  truth  of  tbis  assertion, 
and  has  recently  performed  experiments,  the  result  of 
which  convinces  him  of  its  fallacy.  He  thinks  that 
tbe  above  named  physiologists  may  have  been  deceived 
by  the  rendering  distinct  of  tbe  nuclei  of  the  epidermic 
cells  in  tbe  web  of  tbe  frc»g's  foot ;  which  nuclei  closely 
resemble  tbe  colourless  blood-corpuscles.  The  explan- 
ation, tbe  author  observes,  is  also  negatived  by  tbe 
recent  in? estigations  of  Remab,  who  has  noticed  that 
the  proportion  of  the  colourless  corpuscles  is  increased 
by  abstraction  of  blood,  and  that  the  portions  first  drawn 
in  inflammation  contain  very  few.  Dr.  Bennett  con- 
clades,  therefore,  that  the  cause  of  the  obstruction  is 
yet  to  be  discovered,  unless  we  are  content  with  the 
hypothesis  of  increased  attraction  between  the  blood 
and  the  parenchyma.  In  tbe  last  place,  Dr,  Bennett 
criticises  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Robinson,  that  exudation 
is  caused  by  lateral  pressure  exercised  on  tbe  walls  by 
tbe  vit  a  iergo.  He  denies  tbe  trustworthiness  of 
Dr.  Robinson's  experiment  of  tying  tbe  renal  vein, 
and  asks  whether  the  changes  in  the  capillaries  are 
not  due  to  direct  mechanical  irritation,  (drawing  the 
kidney  on(  of  the  abdomen,)  with  exposure  to  the  air. 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  January,  1 847. 

caXCBR  OF  THE   BOMBS. 

M.  Nelaton,  who  baa  contributed  materially  to  the 
elucidation  of  this  disease  of  the  osseous  system,  dis- 
tinguishes four  forms  of  cancer  :— 

I.  In  tbe  first,  nodules  of  caocerons  matter  are  found 
in  eavities  in  the  interior  of  bones,  which  they  exactly 
fill;  tbe  osseova  tlesna  is  In  these  points  entirely 
destroyed.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  loss  of  substance,  tbe 
bone  does  not  appear  to  have  nBiipgoneany  alteration 
beyond  a  trifling  Increase-of  vaaanlarity.  As  tbe  dis- 
ease progresses,  tbe  mass  of  cancerous  matter  inereases 
in  size,  and  at  length  forms  a  greater  or  less  prominence 
OB  tbe  external  snrfkce  of  tbe  bone.  lu  the  long 
bones  the  cancerous  matter  frequently  extends  up  the 
medullary  cavity,  a  fact  which  is  to  be  Uken  into 
aecoont  in  performing  ampatation. 

3.  In  the  second  fom,  tha  oHeo-iortoma  of  authorp, 
tbe  tissue  of  tbe  bone  has  undeigone  profound  altera- 
tion ;  it  presents  a  voluminous  swelling,  the  section  of 
which  exbibitis  a  number  of  irregular  cellular  spaces, 
filled  with  cancerous  matter,  in  various  degrees  of 
aoftening.    The  bony  tissue  between  these  compart 

fits  api)ears  to  be  rarified.  | 


9.  The  third  form  is  that  in  which  cancerow  ttiatter 
la  deposited  In  tbe  interior  of  a  bone»  and  in  iMNelop^ 
ment  pushes  tbe  bony  tissue  outvarde,  which  yielda- 
gradb ally,  and  becomes  at  length  so  thin  as  to  fdrm 
a  mere  shell,  within  which  tbe  cancerous  matter 
is  fndosed.    This  is  tbe  spina  vtntasa  of  authors. 

4.  In  tbis  form  the  cancer  is  developed-  external  to- 
tbe  bone,  and  beneath  the  periosteum.  But  it  is 
readily  seen  that  tbe  bone  is  altered ;  In  fact  it  gives  rise 
to  a  net-work  of  osseous  matter,  mingled  with  spiculse, 
which  projects  into  tbe  cancerous  deposit.— (j<uefto  det- 
ffSfiiaux,  Decembre,  1846. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

BLISTERS  IN    CONFLUENT   SMALL-POX. 

M.  Piorry  has  for  some  time  past  derived  great 
assistance  from  the  use  of  blisters  as  a  means  of  pre« 
venting  the  scairing  of  the  face  by  the  cicatrices  of 
confluent  small-pox.    The  pus,  retained  so  long  in  con- 
tact vith  the  tissues,  and  altered  in  character  through 
tbe  agency  of  the  air  which  passes  through  the  pustules 
by  endomosis,  causes  extensive  local  destruction,  and 
proves  very  injurious  to  the  system  when  re  absorbed. 
Various  practitioners  have  proposed  measures  for  obvi- 
ating this  inconvenience,  as  by  cauterization  of  each 
pustule,  (impossible  in   the   confluent    disease.)    the- 
opening  them  by  scissors,  needles,  &e.,  &c.     Experi- 
ence, however^  shews  that  over  such  means  the  blister 
has  tbe  advantage  of — Ist,  opening  at  one  time  the 
nrhole  of  tbe  pustules  over  which  it  is  applied;   2nd,.. 
evacuating  their  entire  contents,  and  preventing  the 
consequences  of  the  sojoarn  or  resorption  of  pun  ;  3rd, 
counteracting  tbe  attendant  erysipelas  by  diminishing 
tbe  swelling;  and,  4tb,  causing  the  scabs  to  fsYl  off 
much  sooner  from  the  face  than  from  other  parts  of  tbe 
body.    It  has  an  advantage  over  mercurial  plasters  in 
not  risking  the  excitement  of  salivation,  the  ..extent  ot 
evil  which  results  from  its  use  being  a  s|i|j^  Ischuria. 
The  various  plasters  applied  as  abortires  in  this  dis- 
ease have  been  reproached  with  exerting  a  repellant 
action,  and  directing  the  morbid  action  upon  the  brain 
and  its  membranes.    A  blister,  on  the  contrary,  rather 
acts  as  aderirative. — Medico-Chintrgical  Review,  Jan., 
1847,  from  the  Gazette  des  HSpitaux,  No.  101. 

ALUM   IN   PBBTDSSIS, 

Dr.  Davies  thus  speaks  of  tbe  employment  of  alum 
in  pertussis:— After  a  long  trial,  I  am  disposed  to 
attach  more  importance  to  alum,  as  a  remedy  in  hoop- 
ing cough,  than  to  4iny  other  form  of  tonic  or  antl- 
spasmodic.  I  have  often  been  surprised  at  the  speed 
with  which  it  arrests  the  severe  spasmodic  fits  of  cough- 
ing; it  seems  equally  applicable  to  all  ages,  and  almost 
to  all  conditions  of  tbe  patient  I  was  formerly  in  the 
babit  of  taking  much  pains  to  select  a  certain  period 
of  tbe  illness  for  its  administration,  and  of  waiting 
until  the  cough  had  existed  at  least  three  weeks,  taking 
care  that  the  bowels  were  open,  tbe  patient  free  from 
fever,  the  air-passages  perfectly  moist,  and  the  disorder 
fVee  from  complication  of  any  bruit  A  oontinoad 
observatimi  of  the  remedy,  however,  baa  induced  ma 
to  be  less  cautious,  and  I  am  disposed  to  think,  that 
a  very  largi  amount  of  collateral  annoyanoea  wiltk 
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inder  iit  oM.  The  fittett  tUto  for  iu  admto- 
istration  will  be  •  moUt  condition  of  the  slr-pUMgee, 
4uid  freedom  from  cerebral  oongettlon ;  bnt  an  opposite 
-condition  wonld  not  preolaJe  its  use,  should  this  state 
not  have  yielded  to  other  remedies.  It  generallj  keeps 
the  bowels  in  proper  order,  no  aperient  being  required 
daring  its  ose.  The  dose  for  an  infant  is  two  grains 
tluee  times  dail/ ;  and  to  older  children,  fonr,  fire,  and 
np  to  ten  or  twelve  grains  may  be  given,  mixed  with 
^pmptts  Ehceadot  and  water.  It  is  seldom  disliked.— 
Undenooo^t  Diaiuet  o/Infanttt  last  Edition,  p.  432.  ' 

CBLOKATB   OF   POTASS  IN    SALITATIOII. 

Mr.  Alison  states,  that  having  had  many  opportu. 
nities  of  obserring  the  benpficial  effects  of  the  internal 
«ise  of  the  chlorate  of  potassa,  (KO.CIO^,)  in  the  rari- 
ons  forms  of  pure  ansBmia,  in  which  the  intolerance  of 
mercury  is  notorious,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  as  these 
closely  resemble  in  many  particulars  the  state  of  system 
produced  by  the  full  action  of  mercury,  the  medicine 
might  be  equally  beneficial  in  the  latter,  and  that  the 
result  of  numerous  trials  exceeded  his  expectations. 
He  warns  us,  however,  that  certain  precautions  are 
necessary  in  the  use  of  the  chlorate,  as  if  it  be  given 
In  Injudiciously  large  doses,  or  for  too  long  a  time,  it  is 
apt  to  give-  rise  to  inflammatory  symptoms.  He  thinks 
that  it  and  mercury  are  antagonistic  in  their  action.— 
Medical  Gazette^  Nov.,  1846. 

NEW  RBMEDr  FOR  MERCURIAL  SALIVATION. 

,  ^  An  American  physician,  Dr.  Robertson,  of  Harrods- 
burg,  has  discovered  that  one  of  the  commonest  plants 
of  his  district,  the  Ambrosia  trifidot  has  more  prompt 
remedial  powers  in  cases  of  excessive  ptyalism,  than 
anything  he  had  previously  tried.  The  piUients  are 
described  as  being  generally  relieved  in  six  or  eight 
iiours  of  the  more  urgent  symptoms,  and  completely 
cured  in  ltti|My8.  The  preparation  employed  is  an 
infusion  ^Nke  green  leaves  used  as  a  gargle.  Dr. 
Jlobertson  suggests  that  the  plant  may  also  be  found 
useful  in  other  profluviee,  as  leucorrhcea.  The  plant 
is  known  under  the  popular  term  of  horse-weed — horse- 
mint  Dr.  Robertson  was  induced  to  try  it  from 
observing  that  it  completely  cared  a  horse  affected 
with  slabbering.  The  effect  is  simply  local.— ^mmcan 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  October,  1846. 

BISMUTH   IM    DUERH<£.V. 

Rayer  uses  the  tris-nitrate  of  bismuth  in  the  diarrhcsa 
of  phthisical  patients,  and  in  that  which  occurs  in 
•typhus,  with  great  success.  It  is  also  much  employed 
in  the  diarrhma  of  iu  fancy  .—>(7a2«<<«  des  H6pilaux, 
September,  1846. 

Ou^rard  recommends,  under  similar  circumstances, 
injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  ten  grains  to  the  quart 
-of  water.  In  children  the  strength  should  be  diminished. 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science^  January,  1847, 

OHBMOFODIUM   OLinVM   IN   AMBlf  ORRHCEA,  &C. 

Mr.  Houlton  states  that  he  has  had  frequent  oppor- 

tnnites   of   watching   the    medicinal    action    of    the 

Cbenopodium    olidum,    and    is    perfectly    convinced 

that  it  is  a  ywy  safe  and  important  remedy,  in  many 

-«aies  in  which  the  catamenial  function's  not  duly 

jperformed.    He  employs  the  spontaneously  evaporated 


I  extract  in  the  form  of  pills,  from  ti'tt  to  ten  graina, 
night  and  morning.  In  general,  if  the  pills  are  taken 
regnlarly  for  a  fortnight,  previously  to  the  expected 
return,  the  beneficial  effect  of  the  medicine  is  mani> 
fested ;  should  this  not  bo  the  case,  he  repeats  them  in 
the  same  manner,-^that  is,  for  a  fortnight  previoaslj 
to  the  expected  change.  He  does  not  advise  this  medi- 
cine to  be  given  in  all  eases  in  which  the  catamenial 
finx  is  suspended,  for  there  are  many  cases  in  which 
attention  to  the  general  health  will  effect  a  cure,  which 
it  would  be  Superfluous  to  detail.  It  is  in  those  cases 
in  which  the  nterus  itself  requires  medicinal  aid  that 
the  peculiar  benefit  of  the  chenopodinm  is  shown.*- 
Medical  Times, 

SURGERY. 

TREATMENT  OF   PROTRUSION  OF  A  WO*]NDED 

INTESTINE. 

When  a  wounded  intestine  protrudes,  surgeons  are  by 
no  means  agreed  as  to  what  practice  should  be  adopted. 
Among  the  older  surgeons,  Heister,  Garengeot,  De  la 
Faye,  Dionis,  Sharp,  Palfin,  and  others,  inculcated 
returning  the  intestine  without  suture  when  the  wound  is 
small.  Le  Dran  and  B.  Bell,  on  the  contrary,  recom- 
mend the  smallest  orifice  through  which  the  contents 
of  the  gut  could  escape  to  be  sewed  up.  Among 
modern  surgeons,  Mr.  Travers,  though  he  concludes 
f^om  experiments  that  very  small  wounds  may  with 
safety  be  returned,  yet  recommends  the  wound,  how- 
ever small,  to  be  secured  by  suture,  though  M.  Jobert 
represents  him  as  attributing  with  Scarpa  the  most 
mischievous  consequences  to  sutures,  and  utterly 
rejecting  them,  f  Trait^  des  Malad.  Chirurg.  du 
Canal  Intest,  t.  i.,  p.  73.**)  Mr.  Lawrence  dispenses 
with  the  snture  in  mere  puncture,  bnt  recommends  its 
employment  if  fasces  could  possibly  escape  tbrongh 
the  aperture.  Boyer  considers  the  suture  indispensible 
in  wounds  of  the  intesUnes  exceeding  four  lines  in 
length ;  Richerand  rejects  it  in  wounds  not  more  than 
two  or  three  lines  long  $  Vidal  de  Cassis  reeomnwnda 
its  application  when  the  wound  is  two  lines  long ;  and 
Jobert  says  we  may  safely  return  a  wonnd  three  lines 
long,  and,  d  fortiorif  a  puncture,  even  though  a  little 
fmces  exude  from  it  Callisen,  Richter,  Marjolin, 
Begin,  and  Gibson,  say  thai  the  sotnre  should  not  be 
applied  in  small  wounds  of  the  intestinea,  but  none  of 
them  specify  what  extent  of  wonnd  may  safely  be  left 
to  nature;  and  Mr.  Gibson,  as  if  mlstrnsting  hie  own 
precept,  during  an  operation  for  strangulated  hernia, 
successfully  imitated  Cooper  and  Lawrence,  by  tying 
a  ligature  circularly  round  a  small  aperture  in  the 
intestine.  Mr.  Sjme  speaks  donbl fully  on  this  matter, 
but  thinks  it  prudent  to  make  a  point  of  suture  when 
the  wound  exceeds  a  mere  puncture.  Finally,  the 
suture  is  altogether  rejected  by  some,  as,  for  example, 
Scarpa;  who,  however,  admits  that  a*' timorous  surgeon,*' 
afraid  '<  to  commit  t)ie  whole  to  nature/'  might  "  with 
impunity,  pass  a  ligature  through  the  meaentery  oppo- 
site the  seat  of  the  wonnd  of  the  intestine,"— a  pro. 
ceeding,  which  others,  with  J.  Bel],  mora  timorous  still, 
replace  by  stitching  the  wound  of  the  gut  to  that  of  the 
parietes  of  the  abdomen.-ri^ni.  emd  For,  Med.  Mevitw^ 
Jan.,  1847. 
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FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

CLOSURE    OF  TBS    DVCTCt  ARTERIOSUS.  ' 

TIm  sabjoined  concIasiODS,  by  Professor  Brennt,  are 
qaoted  from  m  reoent  namber  of  the  Medical  Qazetle  :— 

1.  If  tUe  child  has  liYod  only  a  few  teconds^  the 
aortal  end  of  the  duct  appears  conlraeted,  and  the 
▼easel  instead  of  being  cylindrical  throughout,  acquires 
the  form  of  a  truncated  cone. 

2.  If  the  child  has  lired  for  teveral  hours,  or  a  whole 
day,  the  duct  becomes  again  cylindrical,  although 
shortened  and  contracted  in  diameter.  Tbe  size  is 
aboat  that  of  a  goose-quill;  it  is  therefore  smaller  than 
its  rooty  and  about  as  large  as  either  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  pulmonary  artery,  which  have,  in  the  meantime^ 
become  increased  in  siae. 

3.  If  the  child  has  lived  for  several  days,  or  a  whole 
week,  the  duct  contracts  to  a  diameter  of  a  few  lines, 

»R  equal  to  a  crow.quill ;  while  tbe  two  branches  of 
pulmonary  artery  are  equal  in  size  to  a  goose's 
quill. 

4.  The  duct  is  met  with  perfectly  closed  and  quite 
impervious,  at  a  much  later  period— i.0.,  after  tbe  lapse 
of  a  Tory  uncertain  number  of  weeks,  or  even  months. 

Among  the  exoeptional  condftions,  Brennt  remarks 
that  the  contraction  may  be  first  observed  at  the  cardiac 
instead  of  the  aortal  end.  In  one  instance  of  a  still- 
horn  child  which  was  resuscitated,  and  breathed  freely 
for  a  short  time,  and  in  which  tbe  thymus  gland  was 
absent^  the  duct  was  found  of  the  size  of  a  crow-quill, 
as  in  children  which  have  lived  for  several  days.  He 
also  states,  on  the  authority  of  Joseph  Schallgruhu, 
that  the  duct  is  sometimes  entirely  absent. 

MEW  MBTUOO   OF    DISTINGUISH  I  NO    ARSENICAL 
STAINS   FROM  THOSE   OF   ANTIMONY. 

If.  Cottervau  proposes  a  new  proceeding  for  the 
above  purpose,  which  consists  in  submitting  the  stain 
to  the  action  of  the  vapour  of  phosphorus.  The 
phosphorus  is  divided  into  small  fragments,  and 
placed  on  a  plate,  upon  which  the  porcelain  containing 
tbe  stain  is  reversed.  The  experiment  is  conducted  at 
tha  ordinary  temperature.  Spots  produced  by  the 
arsenic  disappear  after  a  few  hours,  while  those  o( 
antimony  remain  from  twelve  to  fourteen  days.  These 
also  diaappear  at  length,  but  re-appear  as  the  red 
solpboret  of  antimony,  by  the  exposure  to  vapour 
from  a  solution  of  hydro-sulphuric  acid.  Arsenical  spots 
thna  treated  re-appear  with  the  characteristic  yellow 
of  the  snlpburet  of  arsenic.«-<?aze/fe  Midieah^  No.  37, 
1846. 

OPERATION  FOR  SCIRRHUS  OP  THE  LEFT 
BREAST  PERFORMED  DURING  THE  IN. 
BALATION  OF  SULPHURIC  ^THER. 

By  W.PaiLroT  Beoosis,  M.D.,M.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to 
the  Oeoeral  Hospital  and  Dispensary,  Cheltenham. 
BaTing  ooeaaion  to  perform  the  operation  of  eztirpa- 
tioD  of  the  left  breast  for  a  sdrrhons  tumonr,  but  in 
whiefa  the  glanda  of  the  axilla  had  not  beoome  diseased, 
I  gladly  arailed  nyaalf  of  this  tbe  first  oppertanity  I 
ter*  bad  of  trying  the  cffoel  of  the  inhalation  of 


SBther,  and  its  being  the  first  time  it  has  been  used  id 
this  town  for  any  capital  surgical  operation,  (although 
Mr.  Tibbs,  the  dentist,  had  snoeeedod  with  it  for  the 
extraction  of  -stumps  of  teeth,)  I  invited  the  following 
members  of  the  profession  to  be  present: — Dr.  T. 
Ssiith,  Mr.  Eves,  (one  of  the  surgeons  to  the  Hospital,) 
Mr.  Dalton,  Mr.  Ocrell,  Mr.  Fsgan,  Mr.  Tibbs,  sar- 
geon^dentist,  Mr.  Gregory,  and  Mr.  Peart 

Tbe  great  importance  of  this  invention  as  regarda 
operative  surgery,  renders  it  necessary  that  sufgeona 
shonld  make  known  all  the  cases  that  come  under  their 
observation,  and  on  that  account  I  have  given  the  full 
notes  of  this  one. 

The  inhalation  of  the  sulphuric  lether  was  kindly 
msnaged  for  me  by  Dr.  T.  Smith, (one  of  the  physicians 
to  the  Hospital  and  Dispensary  here,)  who  administered 
it  with  a  simple  gum  elastic  tube,  with  an  ivory-mouth 
pipe  attached  to  a  damp  bladder,  placiog  in  it  about 
two  ounces  of  ether,  and  putting  the  bladder  in  warm 
water.  The  aether  used  was  Howard's  sulphuric,  which 
had  been  washed  and  re-distilled  by  Mr.  Smith, chemist, 
of  this  town.  At  first  we  had  some  trouble  to  persuade 
the  patient  to  inhale  properly,  but  after  a  short  time, 
and  becoming  herself  anxious  to  have  the  operation 
performed,  she  did  so  vigorously,  and  the  stfaereal 
effect  was  produced  in  about  four  minutes  from  that 
time.  She  fell  back  in  bed,  the  arms  dropped  to  her 
side,  the  pupils  dilated,  eyes  turned  up  to  the  orbit, 
and  sensibility  apparently  gone. 

I  commenced  my  operation,  which  was  ■  performed 
by  tiro  elUptioal  incisions  of  about  four  inches  in 
length,  extending  folly  round  the  nipple  to  the  border 
of  tbe  axilla,  dissecting  out  the  disease;  one  small 
artery  had  to  be  tied.  The  operation  occupied  about 
two  minutes. 

After  the  lapse  of  six  minutes  the  patient  recovered 
her  consciousness,  and  when  asked  if  she  had  felt  any 
pain,  said,  **  None  whatever,— you  have  not  done  the 
operation,  you  are  only  deceiving  me,"  and  we  had 
some  difilculty  to  persuade  her  to  the  contrary  ;  in  fact, 
she  would  not  credit  it  until  I  gave  her  the  breast  to 
look  at.  Since  the  operation  she  has  .been  questioned 
by.se veral  parties  how  she  felt,  and  her  answer  is,  '*  It 
was  a  pleasant  sensation,  no  pain  of  any  kind,  and  she 
could  not  now  even  believe  it  possible  the  disease  was 
eut  put  with  a  knife." 

Tbe  patient  had  not  any  bad  symptoms  from  the 
ether  either  during  its  Inhalation  or  afterwards.  The 
pulse  rose  from  80  to  125 ;  she  complained  shortly  after 
of  a  little  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  but  this  left 
her  in  a  short  time ;  one  wine  glass-full  of  brandy  and 
water  was  given  her  after  the  effiect  of  the  lether  had 
left,  and  at  night  the  pulse  was  soft,  100;  patient  very 
tranquil ;  skin  moist ;  complains  of  some  difficulty  in 
voiding  the  urine.  A  sedative  draaght  was  given  her. 
All  the  gentlemen  present,  whose  names  I  ha? e 
deemed  it  advisable  to  give,  Iblt  perfecUy  aatisfied  that 
the  operation  was  performed  without  the  aUghtesl 
sensation  of  pain  or  uneasinesa,  and  axpresied  them- 
lelvea  hi|^y  gratified  with  the  result 

On  reviewing  the  eases  of  operations  already  per- 
Ibimed  nader  the  infiuoace  of  etheri  we  caa&ot  regard 
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the  invenUon  in  an/  oih«r  light  than  as  one  of  the 
greatest  boons  ever  offered  to  operative  sargerj,  in 
alleTiating  the  greatest  distress  of  mind  and  bodj 
which  patients  aierays  soffer  when  they  are  told  they 
ninst  undergo  a  sorgical  operation,  and  it  mast  now 
beeome  the  doty  of  OTcrj  surgeon  to  watch  well 
the  progress  of  this  remedy,  and  judge  for  himself 
whether  or  not  it  is  not  capable  of  being  brought  into 
Tery  general  use.  I  am  only  sorry  the  talented  inventor 
should  have  clogged  it  with  a  patent,  which  I  trust 
will  nerer  be  allowed  to  stand;  he  deserves  a  far 
higher  reward  than  that  of  tarning  it  to  a  mere  mer- 
cantile production. 

I  cannot  close  this  article  without  publicly  thaniting 
Dr.  Smith,  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  in  trying  the 
effect  of  89ther  on  healthy  subjects,  preparatory  to 
giving  it  this  patient,  and  the  judicious  manner  in 
which  he  administered  it  for  me. 

Albion  House,  Cheltenham, 
January  28,  1847. 


INHALATION  OF  THE  VAPOUR  OF  iETHER. 

to  thb  editor  ov  ths  pr0v1xcia.l  medical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir. 

I  can  imagine  your  readers  to  be  almost  satu- 
rated with  *?  Ethereal  vapour**  in  consequence  of  so 
much  public  attention  having  been  directed  towards 
this  powerful  agent;  neverlbeless,  should  you  con- 
sider the  accompanying  comroentB,  emanating  from 
one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  in  any  manner  worthy  of 
notice,  they  are  at  your  service. 

I  understand  it  is  generally  admitted,  that  the  chief 
dffioulty  that  has  attended  the  process  of  inhalation, 
has  been  the  violent  spasms  and  cough  that  accom* 
panied  it;  and  in  some  cases  the  operation  has  been 
brought  into  disrepute  by  the  cerebral  disturbance  pro- 
duced.  I  witnessed  two  cases  last  week  at  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital  of  tooth  •extraction  in  young  females, 
and  in  each  case  there  were  considerable  paroxysms 
of  coughing  when  under  stherization  ;  indeed,  so  much 
so,  as  to  render  them  almost  unsuccessfol.  I  had  a 
tooth  removed  afterwards  by  the  house-surgeon  of  the 
Institution,  being  entirely  unconscious  of  the  operation 
when  under  the  influence  of  the  vapour,  administered 
by  Hooper's  apparatus.  From  what  I  have  read  and 
witnessed,  in  reference  to  this  subject,  and  more  par- 
ticularly from  what  I  have  experienced  by  inhalation, 
the  effect  of  which  was  charming  after  the  Jirsl  stage 
of  coughing  and  suffocation  had  disappeared,  by  no 
means  to  be  considered  trifling,  and  only  to  be  explained 
by  persons  who  have  experienced  it,  I  cannot  but 
imagine  the  chief  difficulty  would  be  remedied,  pro- 
vided the  operator  has  the  means  of  adminstering  the 
lether  in  the  smaUett  proportion  at  the  onset,  either  by 
regulating-  the  stop^cock  or  valve,  as  may  be'  most 
convenient,  or  in  a  diluted  state,  as  has  been  recom- 
mended, to  direct  the  patient  to  inhale  fbr  the  flrst 
minate  or  bo,  as  soAly  and  gradsaUy  aa  poaiible, 


and  above  all,  not  to  hurry  the  operation  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  vapour  too  rapidly;  for,  with  regard 
to  the  snccess  of  it,  quite  as  much  depends  upon  the 
manner  of  inhaling,  as  it  does  upon  the  operator  who 
administers  it. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  KIDOELI.. 
Panghourn,  Heading, 

February  9, 1847. 


AMPUTATION  PERFORMED   UNDER  THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

The  cases  in  which  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  Ifr 
sulphuric  teiher  has  been  successfully  employed  in  the 
provinces,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  patients  insen- 
sible tj  the  pain  of  surgical  operations,  are  now  so 
numerous  that  it  seems  almost  superfluous  to  record 
another,  especially  as  the  instances  in  which  this 
powerful  agent  fails  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  or  is 
attended  with~un favourable  or  dangerous  symptomji, 
are  more  instructive  to  the  profession,  and  therefore 
better  entitled  to  a  place  in  your  columns.  1  am, 
however,  induced  to  send  you  the  follotring  case,  which 
yon  can  either  insert  at  length  or  shortly  announce  in 
your  usual  summary  : — 

Mr.  Neate,  master  of  the  British  School,  at  Corsham, 
a  few  years  ago,  met  with  a  severe  accident  by 
machinery,  and  was  obliged  to  have  his  left  arm 
amputated,  about  the  middle  of  the  humerus.  As  the 
bone  protruded  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  was  merely 
covered  by  very  thin  skin,  the  patient  was  desirous  of 
having  a  less  painful  and  a  more  sightly  stump.  He 
suffered  a  great  deal  of  pain  during  and  subsequent 
to  the  first  amputation,  and  therefore  was  very  anxious 
to  try  the  effects  of  tether.  Mr.  Washbourne,  of  this 
place  requested  me  to  assist  him  in  the  administration 
of  the  vapour  and  the  operation.  A  common  inhaler 
was  employed,  some  pieces  of  sponge  being  placed  in 
the  fiBther,  and  a  small  piece  so  as  to  prevent  any  of 
the  fluid  entering  the  breathing  tube.  Three  minutes 
per/eel  inhalation  were  sufficient  to  produce  Intoxication; 
another  minute  fas  the  flap  operation  was  performed) 
was  of  course  only  required  to  effect  the  removal  of 
the  parts  necessary  for  the  formation  of  a  new  stump. 

There  were  several  small  arteries  to  be  secured  by 
ligature,  and  the  veins  bled  more  freely  than  usual, 
and  consequently  delayed  the  dressing  of  the  stump,  a 
circumstance  which  I  mention  because  I  see  in  a  report 
of  some  experiments  upon  animals  under  sithereal 
influence,  just  presented  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at* 
Paris,  that  aether  produces  congestion  in  the  veins  and 
capillary  vessels ;  and  this  state  we  might  naturally 
expect  to  follow  a  great  aiid  sudden  dinalnution  of 
arterial  action,  as  indicated  by  the  state  of  the 
pulse,  &c. 

The  inhalation  was  repeated  two  or  three  times;  the 
patient  was  quite  ravenons  for  its  continuance;  and  in 
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proof  that  his  motcalar  poven  were  rerj  little  dimin* 
Ubed,  it  reqaired  lome  little  force  to  take  the  inhaler 
from  hin.  He  fek  oo  paia  nor  subaeqaent  incooTo- 
Bieace,  although  letherealised  for  more  than  half  an 
hoor.  He  not  only  beard  but  waa  the  firtt  to  reply  to 
any  remark  made  in  the  rooa,  and  at  timea  with  a 
degree  of  levitj  somewhat  amasing. 

This  is  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation.    The 
stamp  has  been  dressed ;  it  is  partly  healed,  and  the 
patient  highly  pleased  with  the  resalt. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  W.  DYKE. 
Corsham,  Wilu,  February  16,  1847. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  MATICO  IN  MALIGNANT 
DYSENTERY,  AND   IN  WOUNDS. 

to  the  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  resist  the  privilege  allowed  me  by  Dr. 
Hartle,  of  making  known,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the 
good  effects  o(  matico,  so  judiciously  employed  by  him 
in  cases  of  epidemic  dj'sentery,  accompanied  with 
profuse  intestinal  bamorrhage.  Aa  the  communication 
is  of  importance,  and  has  been  so  kindly  transmitted 
10  me,  uncalled  (or  and  unexpectedly,  I  shall  feel 
personally  obliged,  if  yon  will  afford  it  early  insertion 
is  our  provincial  periodical  publication. 

Will  yoa  allow  me  also  to  avail  myself  of  this 
opportunity  of  stating,  that  the  previous  day's  post 
brought  me  <' A  correct  and  amended  List  of  Bosquet's 
Medicinal  Hydroids,  or  Concentrated  and  Chemical 
Solutions  of  the  Organic  Alkalis,"  in  No.  32  of  which 
is  that  o/  matico.  The  dose  is  only  from  one  to  two 
drachms,  or  eight  times  the  strength  of  my  form  of 
decoction,  a  novel  mode  o(  exhibition,  which  may  prove 
a  valuable  improvement,  and  convenient  for  those  who 
say  not  have  access  to  the  dried  article  itself. 
I  am  always,  yours  faithfully, 

THOS.  JEFFREYS. 

Great  George  Square,  Liverpool, 
January  26, 1847. 


Fort  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  West  Indiea, 
20th  December,  I846i 

My  dear  Sir,— My  dragglst,  of  London,  kindly  sent 
me  aome  of  the  Piper  angastifdinm,  (Matico,)  aoeom- 
panied  by  the  third  edition  of  yonr  remarks  on  the 
eAeacy  of  this  Peruvian  styptic.  It  fortunately 
arrivcA  at  this  time  that  a  most  malignant  dysentery 
was  prevailing  in  tMs  town.  The  disease  was  nshered 
in  with  pyrexia,  and  the  meet  malignant  conoo»itant 
symptoms  of  the  malady,  aceompanled  by  proftise 
hanBorrlmge  Ikom  the  bowek,  with  extreme  relaxation 
ef«beq>hlBoteraai,  Insonaof  theoasetteaeemnawaa 
iisMealsg^iriiile  In  othen  there  waa  no  pain  wbaleTW; 
yet  in  all,  the  blood  was  constantly  itveaming  frcm  the 
metnm,  while  Oia  aaos  waa  estensively  dilated.  The 
l^aaferdiy  aborigines  of  this  iUand,  oaU  this  diasMe, 


where  it  assumes  such  a  malignant  type,  with  dilated 
anus,  ^bisoheo;"  and  they  solely  depend,  as  a  restora- 
tive, on  the  use  of  lime-juice,  taken  as  lemonade,  ad' 
UbiUim,  glysters  of  lime-juice  and  water,  baths  of  the 
same,  and  the  dilated  anus  is  plugged  with  a  lime,, 
which  is  nicely  peeled,  then  cut  round  from  the  corp, 
inverted,  and  introduced  into  the  rectum.  No  incon- 
venience, pain,  or  difficulty,  attends  the  introduction 
of  the  lime,  for  the  sphincter  ani  appears  to  have  lost 
all  sensibility  and  poiver  of  contracting;  for  as  fast 
as  one  plug  is  <'jected  another  is  immediatelv  introduced. 

The  first  patient  I  had  suffering  under  this  malignant 
type,  was  a  youth,  seven  years  old,  son  of  a  merchant 
in  this  town.  My  preliminary  treatment  consisted  in 
clearing  out  the  primie  vitt  with  an  infusion  of  radix 
ipecacuhaniB,  and  immediately  after  I  commenced  the 
lime-juice  treatment,  (until  I  could  obtain  my  matlto 
from  the  vessel,)  which  I  persevered  in  until  the  fifth* 
day,  when,  finding  my  little  patient  was  losing  ground, 
that  the  hesmorrhage  was  increasing,  and  that  tiie  dila- 
tion of  the  rectum  was  more  alarming,  I  instantly  com- 
menced with  an  iufoeion  of  the  matico,  (one  ounce  to- 
the  pint  of  boiling  rain-water,)  and  gave  a  tablespoon- 
ful  every  third  hour,  and  a  glyster  of  the  same  infusion 
one  hour  after  he  had  taken  each  dose  of  the  infusion. 
His  recovery  was  rapid,  and  a  few  days  after  he 
became  convalescent,  he  quitted  this  place  with  hia> 
parents,  and  arrived  safely  in  Enj^Uuid. 

The  next  case  I  had  was  a  child  of  eighteen  months  old.^ 
The  symptoms  were  in  all  respeets  the  same  aa  I  have- 
already  stated,  with  the  difference  of  pain;  the  first 
patient  had  very  little,  and  that  without  tenesmus;  this 
infant  suffered  severely  whenerer  he  had  the  Inclina- 
tion to  stool,  yet  nothing  was  passed  bat  blood.  In 
this  case  I  began  with  the  infusion  of  ipecaeuhana; 
and  as  soon  as  the  little  patient  bad  racoYored  Arom 
the  effects  of  the  vomiting,  I  commenced  with  the 
infusion  of  matico,  in  &pw  of  one  teaspoonfnl  every 
second  hour,  and  one  ounce  of  the  same  infusion  to  be 
injeoted  into  the  dilated  anus,  one  boor  after  taking 
each  dose.  The  change  which  took  place  in  the 
malady  in  twelve  hoars  was  faf  beyond  my  most 
sanguine  eapectationa^  the  sphincter  ani  had  recovered 
its  sensibility  and  contracting  power^  and  the  child4a 
now  in  perfect  health. 

I  have  chosen  to  give  the  summary  treatment  of 
these  two  eases,  because  they  were  my  first;  and 
again,  they  were  childrsn;  yet  I  mast  state,  that  in 
like  manner  I  treated  every  case  (with  the  matico,)  of 
this  malignant  malady  that  came  under  my  oare ;  an4 
it  is  with  sstisfaction  that  I  reportits  proving  sasosssfol 
In  every  instance. 

Two  eases  of  woonds  same  nndsr  my  oare  i— 
Mr.  John  Conne.  This  man  rseeived  by  aoeidenti 
aserare  wo«nd  from  a  large  Iron  wheel  lUling,  tha 
edge  of  whish  divided  the  sssdp  an  (he  lower  and  Irani 
part  ot  the  right  parietal  bona,  dlridlng  a  branoh  of 
the  Icmporal  artery,  i^ileh  osmed  a  proAise  and 
alarming  hmnorrhage  The  moath  of  the  vessel  waasa 
Tlsibls»  that  no  troabla  coald  attend  Caking  It  ap»  bnt, 
It  was  too  good  a  case  to  allnv  to  pass  wilhoat  giving 
a  trial  tatba  BMttso,  and  asooidiai^y  X  ^W^^  *  P^*^ 
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of  a  leaf  to  the  month  of  the  retjtel,  and  preeaed  it 
clotely  for  lomo  time.  On  remoTing  my  finger  I  found 
ihe  bleeding  wee  arretted;  I  remained  for  some 
ninntei  before  I  dressed  or  bandaged  it,  no  bleeding 
toolc  place,  and  in  nine  days  the  wound  was  healed, 
and  the  man  returned  to  his  work  as  a  blacksmith. 

Mrs.  Mnrser.  This  woman  accidentally  recoired 
«  wound  on  the  thick  part  of  the  thumb,  two  inches 
long.  When  she  came  to  me  the  wound  was  bleeding 
most  profusely  from  two  small  arteries,  which  I  could 
very  easily  have  taken  op,  but  as  X  was  anxious  to 
give  the  matico  another  trial,  I  immediately  applied  a 
piece  of  leaf,  which  covered  the  mouths  of  both  vessels, 
and  by  pressing  the  edges  of  the  wound  on  the  leaf 
for  a  few  moments  the  hiemorrhage  ceased.  I  then 
put  a  piece  of  adhesive  plaster  ronod  the  hand  and 
%onnd,  leaving  the  piece  of  matico  in  the  wound.  On 
the  fourth  day  I  opened  it,  when  1  found  the  piece  of 
leaf  detached  and  the  wound  uniting  generally.  On 
the  ninth  day  it  was  completely  healed  ;  and  now,  three 
weeks  sinoe,  it  continues  so,  without  any  inconvenience. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  continue  to  avail 
myself  of  every  opportunity  of  using  the  matico,  and  I 
shall  have  much  pleasure  in  communicating  my 
observations.  Permit  me  to  say  that  you  are  at 
liberty  to  make  any  use  yon  please  of  these  observe, 
ttons^  and  with  every  hope  that  they  may  prove  useful, 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
ROBERT  HARTLE,  M.D..  F.R.C.S.E., 
H.  P.  Deputy  Inspector  General  of  Army  Hospitals. 

To  Thomas  Jeffmys,  Esq.,  M.D.,  £cc., 
Liverpool. 


ON  SCORBUTUS. 


to  tbi  koitob  of  the  paoyincial  medical  and 

8uegical  jouenal. 
Sir, 

It  seems  generally  admitted  that  true  scurvy  is  now 
of  rare  occurrence,— that  it  is  one  of  those  diseases 
which  the  operation  of  an  amended  dietary,  or  of  some 
other  change  in  the  general  habits  of  the  people  of 
this  country  has  happily  nearly  extirpated.  That  this 
may  be  mainly  owing,  as  has  been  stated  by  some,  to 
potatoes  having  become  a  staple  article  of  food  for 
many  years  seems  not  improbable;  and  if  the  reap, 
pearance  of  scurvy  should  unhappily  be  amongst  the 
tnille  mali  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  the  potato 
crop  for  the  last  two  years,  all  the  force  of  proof  will 
be  given  to  the  opinion. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  had  not  seen  a  case  of  scor- 
butus  for  the  last  twenty  years,  when  about  two 
months  ago  my  friend  Mr.  Inoe,  surgeon  to  the 
County  Gaol  here,  requested  me  to  see  with  him  three 
male  prisoners  then  labonring  under  the  disease  in  an 
•ggrarateil  form;  extreme  general  debility,  fostor  of 
the  breath,  teeth  loose,  tnrgidity  and  eponginess  of 
the  gums,  livid  subcutaneous  spots  and  ecchymosee  on 
the  limbs  and  muscular  contractions  were  among  the 
symptoms.  One  of  them»  a  man  of  dropsioal  habit> 
died;  the  other  two  recovered  and  are  now  quite  well. 


Nitrate  of  potash  internally,  end  the  ehloride  of 
calcium  in  solution  externally,  were  evidently  produc- 
tive of  benefit;  bat  the  beneficial  efleet  of  ehaage  of 
diet  was  demonstrated  in  a  very  striking  manner.  lu 
consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  potatoes,  peas  were 
ordered  as  a  substitute  in  the  prison  rules,  and  under 
the  use  of  the  pea  food  the  disease  made  its  appearance. 
By  a  very  proper  regulation  in  the  prison  management 
the  surgeon  has  the  power  of  altering  the  diet,  and 
Mr.  Ince  judiciously  ordered  bread  instead  of  peas, 
wiih  some  porter  also.  This  was  immediately  followed 
by  improvement  in  the  two  caees,  and  after  some  time 
the  peas  food  was  resumed,  when  the  symptoms 
returned,  but  again  yielded  to  the  amended  diet. 

These  seem  the  only  points  of  interest  in  the  occur- 
rence, and  to  enter  into  minute  details  of  particularp 
would  occupy  your  space  and  the  attention  of  your 
readers  uselessly. 

I  cannot,  however,  conclude  without  asking  leave  to 

express  my  concurrence  in  the  decision  come  to  by 

the  Committee,  to  continue   the  Journal  fortnightly. 

To  those,  who,  like  myself,  feel  a  desire  to  submit 

a  question,  as  it  arises,  to  the  judgment  of  a  numerona 

and  influential  body  of  practitioners  like  the  Provin. 

cial  Association,  the  Journal  affords  the  easiest,  best, 

and  pleasantest  mode  of  making  the  communiCatioB. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  DAVIS. 
Presteign,  Jan.  20,  1847. 


MANIPULATIONS  OP  A  CORN-CURER. 

to  the  bdftor  op  the  peoyikcial  medical  and 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Having  read  in  your  valuable  publicatiGn,  for 
December  23rd,  1846,  p.  615,  a  communication  headed 
« Committal  of  a  Corn-Corer  for  obtaining  Money 
under  False  Pretences,"  I  now  take  an  opportunity  of 
stating  the  result  of  the  trial  of  the  chiropodist,  aud 
forward  to  yoa,  for  the  information  of  my  professional 
brethren,  a  particular  detail  of  the  artist's  mode  of 
operatiun,  and  the  result  of  it  in  the  discovery  of  a 
nursery  of  corns,  where  the  most  eminent  men  in  our 
profession  appear  never  to  have  thought  that  thej 
were  ever  grown. 

Joseph  Wolff,  tried  at  the  sessions  tor  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  held  at  Beccles,  on  the  4th  instant,  on  m 
charge  of  having,  in  the  borough  of  Southwold,  in  that 
county,  on  the  first  of  December  last,  obtained  frona 
a  gentlemen  resident  in  that  town,  the  sum  of  one 
pound  by  false  pretences,  represented  in  the  calendar  of 
prisoners  as  thirty*five  years  of  age,  a  labourer  of  the 
city  of  Norwich,  but  who,  by  his  hand  bills,  had 
represented  himself  as  Br.  J.  Wolff,  chiropodist,  patma*- 
ized  by  a  crowned  head,  and  eveiry  grade  of  nobility 
and  gentry,  from  the  throne  downwards,  was  acquitted 
by  the  jury  on  the  ground,  as  it  would  appear,  of 
insufficient  evidence,  arising,  pecfaaps^  out  of  the  loaa 
of  materisls,  pretended  to  have  been  extracted  at  eoms^ 
and  the  difficulty  of   shewing  that  the  whole  sam 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Ill 


ebvged  was  a  fnM,  as  what  is  usaally  called  a  corn 
JmiI  been  operated  upon,  aud  the  patient  felt  eaee 
from  it. 

The  theory  of  thot/^iropodiat,  as  frequently  stated, 
is,  that  corns  are  generated  in  considerahle  numbers 
fo,  and  spring  from»  the  bone  immediately  under  what 
has  never  before  been  doubted  to  be  a  com,  and  in  order 
to  Ibe  extraction  of  which,  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  and 
St  vbich  I  was  present,  the  following  was  the  ceremony 
of  operation  '.^Seating  himself  with  bis  face  towards 
the  light,  and  taking  care  to  object  against  any  person 
placing  himself  in  a  situation  distinctly  to  see  the  whole 
operatioo,  the  operator  threw  a  handkerchief  over  his 
knee,  upon  which  the  foot  of  the  patient  was  laid.    The 
visible  com  was  then  pressed  somewhat  unceremonioosly , 
to  gire,  it  is  presomed,  the  patient  a  sufficient  idea  of  the 
psjn  occasioned  by  such-  things,  and  the  valae  of  the 
senice  rendered  by  the  removal  of  them.    The  chiropo- 
^  then  proceeded  to  pare  the  uppermost  layer  of  the 
thickened  cuticle  of  every  corn  upon  the  same  foot, 
luing  a  number  of  variously  shaped    scalpels.    lie 
then  proceeded  to  loosen,  by  means  of  a  set  of  inatru- 
neats,  like  gum  lancets  of  different  shapes^  aud  some 
or  them  much  rounded,  the  entire  natural  corns,  turned 
them  up  and  on  one  side ;  then  cut  off  the  more  callous 
part  of  each,  leaving  the  under  layer  of  the  cuticle,  of 
which  he  continued  to  form  a  sort  of  flap,  which  he 
Bubseqaently  made  use  of.     With  crooked  scissors  of 
vsijofls  sizes,  having  clipped  away  all  uneven  surfaces 
from  the  different  corns  under  operation,  then  with 
tnitable  solemnity  the   operator   took  from  a  round 
box  a  bottle  of  mysterious  oil,  somewhat  resembling 
blood,  whieh  be   represented   as    having    the    power 
to  raise   the    corns.    This  oil   was   with    abundant 
care  nibbed  over  each   toe  operated  upon,    and  into 
nch  excavation  made  in   it  until  it  foamed,   and  at 
this  perhaps   critical  period    of    the    operation,    the 
operator   invariahljf  resorted    to    some  manoeuvre  to 
ftUract  the  attention  of  any  bystanders,  and  each  flap 
before  spoken  of  being  carefully  closed  over  the  orifice, 
ftttd  the  oil  wiped  from  the  outer  part  of  the  toes,  the 
chiropodist  then  by  means  of  an  instrument,  like  a 
large  silver  tooth -pick,  with'great  adroitness,  disengaged 
what  he  called  the  corns,  and  brought  them  one  by  one 
to  view,  ezcla.iming — **  Seede  com."  The  object  being 
tbos  made  visible,  the  operator  taking  up  apair  of  long 
broad  forceps,  deeply  grooved,  and  closing  with  a  slide, 
proceeded  to  lay  hold  of  it,  and  suiting  the  action  to  the 
txirtmitij  of  the  case,  he  affected  to  exercise  the  utmost 
judgment   and   care   in  the  ceremony   of  extraction, 
which,  having  with  apparent  difficulty  effected,  the  self- 
created  corn  was  usually  triumphantly  exhibited,  and 
its  point  applied  to  the  back  of  the  patient's  hand,  no 
doubt  that  its  power  to  give  pain  might  be  felt.     In 
eonclusioD,  the  flap  before  spoken  of  was  trimmed  off, 
•ndif  there  was  any  appearance  of  blood,  the  chiropo. 
dtat  applied  small  pieces  of  charpie,  dipped  in  a  yel- 
lowish brown  astringenty  and  e^erj  toe  operated  apon 
vas  boand  neatly  up,  and  secured  with  adhesive  plaster. 
The  Wolff*  corns,  or  the  spiculfe  designated  by  Dr.  J. 
Wolff  as  comsy  are  homy,  bristly,  or  bony  substances, 
which  may  be  manufactured^  either  of  the  parings  of 


horses'  hoofs,  or  the  bones  of  fish ;  but  I  have  great 
reason  to  believe  they  were  manufactured  from  the 
parings  of  horses*  hoofs.  In  length  they  are:^out  one 
quarter  of  an  ioch,  some  jagged,  some  smooth,  and 
some  curved,  and  in  size  do  not  exceed  that  of  a  small 
pin.  The  members  of  our  profession  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  forming  a  correot  opinion  of  his 
talent  in  practical  imposition,  which  appears  to  have 
been  carried  nearly  through  the  length  and  breadth, 
not  only  of  our  island,  but  into  Ireland,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  continent.  In  Ireland  I  have  evidence  of  the 
extraction  of  eight  poands  from  the  purse  of  a  lady;  and 
in  my  own  immediate  neighbourhood,  of  six  pounds  for 
twenty.five  spiculse.  From  London  I  have  received 
various  communications,  and  amongst  them,  of  the 
extraction  of  fifteen  guineas  from  two  gentlemen  residing 
in  that  fountain-head  of  medical  and  surgical  knowledge, 
besides  similar,  and  indeed  greater  impositions,  prac- 
tised elsewhere.  The  most  gratifying  communication, 
however,  has  been  from  Cheltenham,  where  it  appears 
that  the  impostor  for  his  mal-practises  on  the  feet  of 
his  patients,  was  sont  to  exercise  his  own  feet  on  the 
treadmill. 

The  object  from  first  to  last  in  the  proceedings 
against  Dr.  J.  Wolff  has  been  to  expose  the  absurdity 
of  his  theory,  and  the  extent  of  his  trickery,  and  the 
object  of  addressing  to  you  this  exposition  of  the  mys- 
tery of  his  operations  has  been  to  shew  the  necessity 
o(  great  caution,  particularly  in  our  profession,  in  cer- 
tifying anything  not  well  understood.  In  my  own  case 
I  considered  myself  perfectly  secure  from  imposition, 
not  simply  from  the  personal  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Wolff  by  the  gentleman  whose  house  he  had  just  left, 
but  from  a  splendid  book  of  certificates  containing  Uie 
autographs  and  seals  of  several  noblemen,  and  printed 
testimonies  from  many  members  of  high  eminence  in 
our  profession,  on  which  I  could  but  rely  as  fully 
justifying  a  recommendation  of  the  operator  to  my 
fHends,  by  whom  they  were  so  grossly  deceived,  and  the 
deception  upon  whom  well  warranted  in  my  opinion  the 
proceedings  which  I  thought  proper  injustice  to  them 
to  adopt. 

ROBERT  WAKE,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S. 

Southwold,  Suffolk,  January  18, 1847. 


Htctiftcal  £ntelltgenc^* 

OPERATIONS  PERFORMED  UNDER  THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER, 
Operations  continue  to  be  successfully  performed 
under  the  influence  of  aslher  at  the  Provincial  Hospitals. 
Among  them  may  be  mentioned  the  removal  of  a 
scirrhous  mamma,  and  of  a  portion  of  the  middle  finger, 
by  Mr.  Cotton,  of  Lynn ;  and  a  very  severe  operation 
on  the  foot  with  the  most  perfect  success,  at  the  Wor. 
cester  Infirmary,  by  Mr.  Carden;  with  others,  b^ 
Dr.  Brookes,  of  Cheltenham;  Mr.  J.  H.  Stallard,  of 
Leicester;  Dr.  Barker,  of  Bedford,  &c.  &c. 


MBDICAL  APPOINTMENT. 

Eusebius  Arthur  Lloyd,  Esq.,  has  been  elected 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  J,  P.  Vincent,  resigned. 
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SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiatet,  Thureday,  F«b. 
ruary  4|h:  — WiUUm  PWUp  Harrison,  Sheffield; 
Edward  Simpaon.  Swadlincote,  Derbyshire  j  John 
Frederick  Sterenson,  Birkenhead. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates.  Thursday,  February 
lllh:— WiUiam  Cadge,  Hoveton  St.  John,  Norfolk; 
Richard  Charles  Skettle,  Mapperton;  John  WiUiam 
Abell,  Mitchell  Dean;  Henry  Ashion  Ramsbotham; 
William  Weston,  EUaston,  Staffordshire;  Samuel 
Lawrence  Gill. 


OBITUARY. 
Died,  January  I6ih,  ai  Nice,  aged  43,  M.  L«»on 
Mirza  Labat  Khan,  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the  Faculty 
of  Montpellier,  Chief  Physician  to  the  Shah  of  Persia. 
January  31st,  aged  78,  Lynch  Conway  Gent,  Esq., 
Surgeon,  Fenny  Stratford,  Bocks,  in  which  town  he 
had  practised  upwards  of  fifty  years, 

February  4ih,  aged  69.  M.  Dutrochet,  a  distinguished 
philosopher,  well-known  as  the  discorerer  of  the  pro- 
pertT  of  endosmosis. 

Lately,  M.  Rauque,  M.D.,  Chief  Physician  to  the 
Hospital  and  Prisons,  and  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine  of  Orleans. 

Lately,  aged  73,  M.  le  Baron  Pasquier,  Surgeon  in 
Chief  to  the  King  of  the  French. 

Lately,  at  Plymouth,  aged  90,  James  Watt,  Esq., 
Senior  Surgeon  of  the  Nary.  Mr.  Watt  served  as 
AssisUnt  Surgeon  and  Surgeon,  on  board  the  Bamiliet 
and  other  ships,  in  several  naval  engagements,  under 
Keppel,  Rodney,  Saumarez,and  Sir  Richard  Strachan. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL    FOR 
DECEMBER,   184  6, 

Observed  at  Uckfield,  Suwcx,  By  C.  L.  Prxncb, 

Surgeon. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 
Quarterly  Return  of  the  Health  and  Mortality  in  llf^ 
Districts  of  England,  for  the  Quarter  ending  December 
3l8t,  1846. 

The  Microscopic  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  io 
Heslth  and  Disease.  By  Arthur  Hill  Hassall,  F.L.S., 
&c.  &c.    PartVn.    London :  Highley.    1847.    8to. 

Body  and  Soul;  or  Life,  Mind,  and  Matter,  &c.  By 
George  Bedford,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  &c.  London:  Churchill.  1817.  Svo-  pp. 
232.    Plates. 

The  Nature  and  Faculties  of  the  Sympathetic  NerTe. 
By  Joseph  Swan.  London:  Longmans.  1847.  8vci- 
pp.  55. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Action  of  Mercury  on  the  Living 
Body.  By  Joseph  Swan.  Tliird  edition..  London: 
Lonfmans.    1847.    8vo.  pp.  34. 

On  Indigestion,  and  certain  BiliouB  Disorders  often 
conjoined  with  it,  &c.  By  George  Chaplin  Child,  M.D., 
Physician  to  the  Westminster  General  Diapensary. 
London:  Chttrchill.    1847.    8vo.  pp.219. 

Observations  on  the  History  and  Treatment  of  Dysen- 
tery and  its  Combinations,  &c.  By  William  Harty, 
M.D.,  Physician  to  the  King's  Hospital,  and  to  the 
Prisons  of  Dublin,  &c.  Second  edition.  Dublin: 
Hodges  and  Smith.    1847.    ftvo.  pp.  3a3. 

On  Tumours  of  the  Uterus  and  its  Appendages. 
(Jacksonian  Prixe  Dissertation.)  By  Thomas  Stafford 
Lee,  M.R.C.S.E.,  &c.  &c.  London:  Churchill.  1847. 
8vo.  pp.  274. 

The  Half-Yeatly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences,. 
&c.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Rankij»,  M.D.,  Cantab..  Phy- 
sician  to  the  Suffolk  General  H«^ital.  Vol,  IV.  July— ^ 
December,  1846.    London  :  Churchill.   1847.    pp.  460* 


Maximum  Temperature  in  the  Shade,  20th  . 


Minimum        ditto     t    t    . 
Mean  ditto     •    •    • 

Range  of  ditto  .  •  • 
Mean  daily  Range  .  .  . 
Mean  Maximum  ...» 
Mean  Minimum  .... 
Maximum  in  the  Sun  .  • 
Minimum  on  the  Orue  .  . 
Extreme  Range  .... 
Mean  Maximum  in  the  Sun 
Mean  Minimum  on  the  Grass 
Mean  Dew-pdnt,  9  a.in.     . 


ditto  14th  . 
ditto  •  .  . 
ditto .  .  • 
ditto .  .  • 
ditto .  .  . 
ditto  .  .  . 
.  •  5tb  . 
.     .     14th  . 


Mean  Pressure       

Maximum  ditto 30th  . 

Minimum  ditto     .......    23rd  . 

Range 

Depth  of  Rain 

Evaporation 


SBORBBS. 

50. 

13. 

32.79 

27. 

10.54 

38.07 
,  27.51 
,    55. 

12. 
,    43. 

46.35 
.  25.06 
.    26.87 

INCHES. 

.  29.819 

.  30.51 

.  28.68 

.  1.83 

.  1.57 

,  1.05 


PreriUIng  Wind,  North. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Oommunic«tions  havebeen  received  from  Dr.Belcombe; 
Mr.  Barrow;  Mr.  K.  Watson ;  Dr.  Cotton  ;  Mr.  W. 
F.  Clarke }  The  Birmingham  Pathological  Society}. 
Dr.  T.  H.  Barker;  Mr.  Prince ;  Dr.  Orpon;  Mr.  J- 
H.  Stallard;  Mr.  Crosse;  Mr.Toynbee. 

A  Sexagenarin.-^W6  have  been  much  Interested  with 
the  *•  Recollections,"  but  fear  they  are  scareeiy  suited, 
to  tho  pages  of  the  Provincial  Journetk 

A  Subscriber '^The  only  license  which  confers  a  legak 
right  to  practise  as  an  apothecary  in  England«  is  that 
of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries.  LisU  of  the  mem. 
hers  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  oC 
the  Licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  Dublin,, 
may,  we  believe,  be  obtained  on  appUoation  firoA- 
their  respective  Secretaries. 

It  is  requested  that  aU  letters  and  comiD«iiicalioo» 
.  be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  Worcester^ 
Parcels  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  aad  Surgkal 
Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  StreeV 
Soho. 
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Lecture   VII. 

Fitial  eate  ^f  aeuie  BroneMis,  preceded  hy  pulmonary 
or  eknmie  catarrh :  History  ^f  the  case,  and  poet- 
moriem  eppearancee, — JDatinciion  between  pulmonary 
catarrh  and  bronehiii»,— Catarrhal  affections  of  the 
pubmmary  mucous  membrane;  their  Jrequent  ten- 
dency to  recur.'-^Patholoyical  state  qf  the  mucous 
membrane  in  acute  catarrh,'^  Catarrhal  irritation 
always  extends  fiom  above  doumwards,  from  the 
larynx  to  the  bronchi,  never  reversely  from  the  bron- 
chi mpwards/'^Microscopic  characters  qf  catarrhal 
seeretion,^-Patholoyical  characters  qf  acute  bron^ 
chitis;  stethoseeipic  signs  i  secretion.'^Plastic  exuda- 
tion in  the  severest  forms  qf  bronchitis, — Heart- 
disease,  and  pulmonary  catarrhal  affections,  tend 
mutually  to  aggravate  each  other. 

Gentlemen.— At  onr  lait  meeting  I  had  occasion  to 
dpbun  to  yon  the  imtbologlcal  conditiona  of  hroncho- 
pnenmonia ;  and  at  that  time  I  made  allnnon  to  another 
caae  in  the  fame  ward,  of  a  patient  Buffering  from 
ffpBptoma  of  aeote  bronchitity  but  which  hail  snper- 
?ened  npon  a  chronic  affection  of  the  mucous  mem- 
bfane  of  the  alr^jNueagcSy  and  from  which  he  had 
suffered  for  some  time,  amounting  probably  in  its 
earlier  "stage  to  little  more  than  pulmonary  or  chronic 
catarrh,  a  complaint  bnt  too  often  neglected,  from  its 
being  nsnally  at  first  unaccompanied  by  any  great  dis- 
turbance of  the  general  health,  but  which  is  constantly 
prone  to  pass  into  rery  serious  and  fatal  lesions  of  the 
pulmonary  tissues. 

A.  B.  ,  aged  40,  a  German  watchmaker,  was 

admitted  on  January  6th.  He  was  suffering  from 
urgent  and  snffocatiye  cough;  distressing  dyspnosa; 
lace  lirid  from  renous  tnrgescence;  profuse  sputa; 
has  suffered  from  cough  and  dyspnoea  during  the  last 
two  months ;  the  oongh  has  occurred  in  paroxysms ; 
the  coontenance  is  very  anxious;  features  turgid; 
lipa  lirid;  eyes  protruding  and  glazed;  intellect 
torpid;  there  is  also  general  anasarcous  swelling  of 
the  larface  of  the  body,  trunk  as  well  as  extremi- 
tici.  TIm  chest  appeared  well  proportioned,  was 
rewBUt  tinonglMmly  but  more  so  than  natural  in  the 
mammary  and  lateral  regiona  of  both  sides ;  the  respi- 
fitory  mvrmnr  was  not  andtble;  cooing  and  wheezing 
•oudt  prcieDt  in  every  region,  bnl  more  particularly 
Ke.  Mfeich  10, 1M7. 


in  the  interscapular  space;  mucous  rhonchi  of  large ^ 
bubbles  also  in  each  region  ;  the  heart's  sounds  were 
rythmical,  but  somewhat  sharper  than  usual.  The 
bowels  bad  been  reliered  ;  tongue  moist ;  pulse  108, 
small  and  compressible ;  sputa  rery  profuse,  frothy, 
and  stained  with  blood;  urine  rery  high-coloured,  and 
loaded  with  urates. 

These  symptoms  were  palpably  indicatire  of  na 
inflammatory  condition  of  the  whole  extent  of  the 
bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  from  the  existence 
of  cough  and  dyspnoea  for  two  months  preceding,  it  was 
considered  as  an  attack  of  acute  bronchitis,  super- 
▼ening  on  pulmonary  catarrh.  The  nature  of  this  com- 
plication  will  be  presently  explained.  It  was  obrious 
that  the  treatment  must  be  conducted  on  the  principle 
of  relieving  the  congestion  of  the  bronchial  mucous 
membrane,  and  by  medicinal  agency  prerenting  the  fur- 
ther throwing  off  the  products  of  inflammatory  action. 
To  this  end  he  was  cupped  between  the  shoulders  to 
eight  ounces,  a  mode  of  relief  to  the  congestion  of  the 
pulmonary  organs,  in  general  rery  efficient,  and  in  most 
cases  of  this  kind  preferable  to  general  blood-letting 
from  the  arm.  A  blister  was  applied  to  the  anterior 
part  of  the  chest,  and  he  was  ordered  Hydrarg.  Chloridi 
cum  ppio,  utrq.,  gr.  j.,  sextis  horis,  and  the  Mistura 
Salina  Ammoniata,  quartis  horis.  This  latter  medicine 
was  prescribed  with  the  view  of  obviating  any  tendency 
to  prostration  and  collapse,  as  well  as  at  this  stage  to 
promote  secretion  from  the  bronchial  passages,  with 
free  expectoration,  which  object  is  well  obtained  by 
saline  draughts  with  ammonia  in  excess. 

On  the  7tb,  the  day  following,  the  report  states  that 
he  was  relieved  much  by  the  cupping,  and  for  an  hour 
or  two  breathed  freely  and  comfortably,  the  lividity 
of  the  conntenance  subsiding,  and  the  expression 
being  less  anxious.  He,  nevertheless,  passed  a  very 
restless  night,  with  much  wandering  and  moaning ;  and 
on  the  examination  at  the  daily  visit,  cooing  and  sibi- 
lant sounds  were  heard  everywhere,  with  much  expira- 
tory wheezing,  and  mucous  rhonchi  of  both  large  and 
small  bubbles.  The  sputa  were  very  plentiful,  frothy, 
fluid,  and  sanguinolent ;  urine  loaded  with  urates;  the 
pulse  waa  very  small,  soft,  and  compressible,  90.  Later 
in  the  afternoon  the  lividity  and  congestion  of  the  coun- 
tenance again  returned ;  the  respirations  48,  hurried, 
gasping,  and  laborions.  A  remarkable  amount  of 
venous  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  scalp  appeared, 
which  was  followed  by  a  state  of  coma,  and  he  died 
at  4  a.m. 
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SieHo  eadaoirig  twenty-fonr  hoars  after  de«di.  The 
body  was  oedematons  OTer  the  entire  surface ;  plentifal 
serous  exudation  from  erery  tissue  as  the  knife  psssed 
through  the  ahdoinical  and  thoracic  parietes ;  a  mode- 
rate amount  of  clear  semm  was  present  in  the  carity  of 
the  ahdomen.  The  lungs  did  not  collapse  on  raising  the 
sternum,  but  were  attached  by  firm  banda  of  tissue  to 
the  pleura  costalis;  no  trace  of  recent  plsstic  exuda- 
tion could  be  detected;  the  lungs  on  their  anterior 
surface,  and  particularly  about  the  middle  lobe,  pre- 
sented many  emphysematous  patches,  one  or  two  of 
the  sixe  of  a  filbert;  the  margins  of  the  inferior 
lobes  were  also  covered  with  emphysematous  vesica- 
tion ;  the  posterior  and  iDferior  portions  of  the  luogs 
were  dense,  with  cadaveric  infiltration,  a  plentiful  san- 
guinolent  serum  (frothy,)  exuding  freely  on  a  section 
being  made.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial 
tul>es  was  turgid  and  swollen,  of  an  intense  dark, 
madder-red  colour,  and  from  them  into  the  lesser 
series  the  colour  passed  into  a  purplish  violet,  and  pre- 
sented the  appearance  as  of  intense  venous  hyperemia ; 
the  larger  tubes  were  smeared  over  with  a  gluiinous. 
tenaciotis,  and  very  adhesive  secretion,  and  nianyof  the 
smaller  tubes  seemed  quite  blocked  up  with  this  gelati- 
nous mucus.  It  was  of  a  faint  fawn-colour,  and  at  no 
point  could  any  appearance  of  yellow  muco-purulent 
secretion  be  detected.  Under  the  microscope  this 
exudation  had  a  fibrinous  appearance,  and  exhibited 
many  granular  cells;  none  could  be  found  that  pre- 
sented any  of  the  characters  of  pus-globules.  The  heart 
was  much  enlarged,  but  uniformly  so;  no  valvular 
thickening  nor  opacity;  the  walls  were  relatively  thin 
in  respect  to  the  increased  capacity  of  the  auricles  and 
ventricles ;  it  weighed  twenty  ounces.  The  li\'er  was  not 
unhealthy  in  appearance,  presented  indications  of  a 
large  amount  of  portal  congestion,  and  weighed  forty- 
eight  ounces ;  the  kidneys  were  free  from  any  morbid 
appearance,  the  right  weighed  six  ounces,  and  th(9left 
five  and  a  half.    The  brain  was  not  examined. 

This  case  explains  to  us  ninny  of  the  pathological 
conditions  of  pulmonary  catarrh,  bronchitis,  and  ecn- 
physema.  Pulmonary  catarrh  is  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quent and  commonest  precursors  of  the  severer  and 
more  fatal  forms  of  bronchitis.  Pathulogically  it  can 
be  said  to  dilFcr  from  bronchitis  only  in  the  aiuourit 
and  intensity  of  the  preceding  hypersemia;  the  usual 
products  of  inflammatory  action,  pus,  and  plastic  exu- 
dations, being  the  result  of  the  more  intense  morbid 
action;  while  in  the  milder  affection,  epithelial  cells, 
granular  corpuscles,  and  fluid  uiucns,  are  generated 
and  expectorated  to  h  greater  or  less  extent.  To  the 
latter  the  term  catarrh,  or  pulmonary  catarrh,  is 
usually  applied ;  while,  to  express  the  former,  we 
employ  the  word  bronchitis.  I  propose  to  examine  the 
pathological  conditions  of  these  affections  somewhat 
minutely,  as  the  case  before  us  presents  me  with  a 
favourable  opportunity  practically  to  illustrate  these 
morbid  conditions. 

Catarrhal  affections  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
trachea  and  larger  bronchial  tubes  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  most  frequent  derangements  of  the  system, 
and  except  in  rare  cases,  are  from  the  first  treated  as 


trivial,  and  receive  no  very  greal  attantioii  on  the  peit 
of  the  patient ;  nevertheless,  a  condition  apparently 
so  trifling,  and  acoompanted  by  no  great  aflMnmC  of 
physical  dtstiirbaBce,  nay,  by  its  tendency  to  noor 
again  and  again,  under  favourable  cireamstaaoes,  aad 
often  does,  lead  to  serious  mischief,  and  Qttiflsalely 
even  to  fatal  conseqneoces.  According  to  the  beet 
authorities,  in  the  earliest  stage  of  acnte  catantel 
aflPection,  distinct  portions  of  the  bronchial  nracoas 
membrane  exhibit  patches  of  a  fine  rose-red  injectioBv 
which  are  not  circumscribed  by  a  definite  boandary, 
but  gradually  become  diffused,  and  insensibly  lost  in 
the  surrounding  pale  tissue.  This  increase  of  colovr 
arises  from  the  injection  of  the  capillaries  of  the  spot, 
and  expresses  the  condition  of  true,  though  limited, 
capillary  hyperssmia.  If  the  catarrhal  irritation  in- 
creases, the  patches  extend  and  coalesce,  and  the  coloor 
of  the  affected  part  becomes  darker ;  and  when  the 
irritation  has  reached  its  maximum  of  intensity,  the 
membrane  assumes  a  bright  vermilion-red  hoe.  At  this 
period  there  is  a  deficiency  in  the  natural  secretion  of  the 
membrane,  and  when  the  affection  is  seated  high  up  in 
the  wind- pipe,  or  extends  no  farther  than  the  larynx, 
it  is  at  this  stage  that  hoarseness  exists.  It  may  be 
observed  here  that  catarrhal  irritation  invariably  pro- 
ceeds from  above  downwards ;  and  that,  supposing 
the  trachea  to  be  the  seat  of  the  original  catarrhal 
attack,  there  would  be  almost  a  certainty,  that  if 
it  extended,  it  would  descend  to  the  bifurcations  of 
the  bronchi,  rather  than  ascend  to  the  larynx.  This 
is  more  particularly  noticed  in  epidemic  cstarrhs, 
where  the  original  attack,  commencing  as  coryza,  and 
seated  in  the  Schneiderian  membrane,  extends  to  the 
pharynx,  thence  to  the  larynx,  and  if  the  attack  be 
severe  and  neglected,  continues  to  the  trachea  and 
bronchi,  and  ultimately  extends  to  the  roinntest 
branches  of  the  air-passages.  But  the  reverse  is  never 
observed,  the  catarrhal  irritation  ne^'er  proceeds  from 
within  outwards,— -from  the  smaller  tubes  upwards  to 
the  wind-pipe  and  larynx. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  in  the  earliest  stage  of 
the  affection,  there  is  a  diminution,  even  total  absence 
of  the  ordinary  lubricating  secretion  of  the  part.  The 
air  irritates  the  undefended  and  irritable  surface,  and 
excites  a  dry,  frequent,  and  harrassing  cough.  In  the 
mildest  cases,  this  state  of  capillary  congestion  and 
deficiency  of  secretion  is  soon  followed  by  the  pouring 
out  of  a  thin  pituitary  fluid,  which  soon  presents  many 
minute  grey  points  or  striae,  mixed  with  many 
air  bubbles.  Un«ler  the  microscope,  this  secretion 
is  oh>erved  to  be  composed  of  epithelial  cells — even 
layers  of  them— -iu  great  abundance,  suspended  or 
floating  in  a  clear  mucous  fluid,  and  often  mixed  with 
many  granular  corpuscles.  Proportioned  to  the  in- 
tensity of  the  preceding  capillary  injection,  changes 
take  place  io  the  secretion ;  it  becomes  thicker, 
opaque,  slate-coloured,  greyish  yellow,  even  yellow, 
and  then  assumes  a  more  evident  muco-purulent 
character.  As  the  irritation  subsides,  this  secretion 
gradually  diminishes  in  quantity  and  consistence; 
epitheli.il  cells  in  diminished  number  are  alone  visible, 
aid    the    mucous    membrane  gradually   and    slowly 
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to  its  Doraud  and  heallby  eondikioot  regular 
cpitiwlial  la jen  beiag  formed,  as  tbe  more  toperficial 
•re  ooaatantlj  and  nrilformly  tbroim  off. 

1m  Ifae  more  lerere  forme  of  broncliial  catarrh,  wbere 
a  more  extended  enrface  of  mncoui  membraoe  it  from 
the  firat  the  aeat  of  morbid  aetion,  and  where  the« 
capiUary  fajpermmia  is  not  confined  to  the  soperfieial 
maanm  lajert  but  inrolfes  a  more  expanded  series, 
and  ti^lects  even  the  vessels  of  the  sob -mucous  tissae, 
the  term  bronchitis  more  usually  applies.  The  sereral 
pathological  conditions  before  noticed,  are  here  much 
aggrmrated.  The  mucous  membrane  is  no  longer  of  a 
bright  rose-red  colour,  but  presents  a  deeper  tint, 
eren  madder  red ;  in  the  case  before  us  purple  madder. 
Consequent  on  this  large  amount  of  turgescence  of  the 
capillary  vessels,  (upon  which  this  chsnge  of  colour 
depends,)  is  tumefaction  of  the  entire  series  of  mucous 
tismet.  A  swollen  turgid  state  of  the  mucous  mem- 
hrsne  is  now  observed ;  the  effect  of  this  is  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  calibre  of  the  air  tubes, — a  coarctation  of 
them, — a  lessened  diameter*  An  increased  frequency 
in  the  respiratory  movements  now  compensates,  or 
is  an  effort  to  conipeusate,  for  the  diminished  capacity 
of  the  air-tubes ;  and  we  notice  in  the  severer  forms 
of  the  disease,  a  gasping  effort  during  inspiration, 
attended  by  very  distinct  wheeziug  sounds  on  expira- 
tion ;  these  are  distinctly  heard,  even  without  the  aid 
of  the  stethoscope. 

Now  all  these  conditions  were  present  in  the  case 
under  consideration ;  and  the  physical  signs  recorded  in 
the  case  book  are  very  expressive  of  the  conditions  just 
explained.  There  is  no  respiratory  vesicular  murmur  to 
be  heard,  the  only  sound  at  first  is  a  sonorous  rbon- 
chns,  either  accompanied  or  followed  by  a  variety  of 
irregular  murmurs,  sometimes  simulating  the  gentle 
cooing  of  a  pigeon,  at  others  whistling  and  wheezing. 
The  lessened  diameter  of  the  air-tubes  from  the  tnmefac- 
tiouof  theanb-mucous  tissue,  is  the  cause  of  these  sounds. 
As  secretion  becomes  established,  the  turgescence  of  the 
membrane  is  relieved,  but  the  air  passing  and  re-passing 
oser  and  through  the  tenacious  matters  in  the  tubes, 
produces  the  bubbling  sound,  heard  so  soon  as  secre- 
tion is  accomplished,  and  to  which  the  term  juucous 
rhonchus  or  mucous  gurgling  is  applied.    This  sound 
differs  somewhat,  according  as  it  einanHtc^s  from  the 
larger  or  smaller  tubes,  and  the  study  of  that  distinc- 
tion is  of  much  practical  consequence.    Tiie  mucous 
gurgling  of  the  small  tubes  was  very  palpably  present 
in  this  case,  and  you  had  an  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing its    peculiarity.      When  tlie   catarrhal  irritation 
extends  to  the  smaller  tubes,  a  similar  series  of  changes 
tftkes  place ;    the  secretion  at  first  scanty  and  thin, 
accompanied  by  frequent,  urgent,  and  almost  suffoca- 
tive cough,  becomes  more  abundant,  opaque~-a  yel- 
lowish mucus,  tenacious  and  frothy,— and   in  urgent 
cases,  assumes  the  qualities  of  a  muco-purulent  fluid, 
in  some  cases  possessing  an  almost  cream-like  con- 
ustence.     This,  as  convalescence  proceeds,  becomes 
agsin  thinner — more  fluid,  till  in  the  stage  of  chronic 
bronchitis  it  has  become  a  perfectly  white  frothy  fluid, 
colourless,  and  oftentimes  extremely  abundant. 

There  is  yet  one  other  pathological  condition  in  the 
•even  and  more  acate  forms  ol  bronchitis,  and  of  which 


we  have  some  evidence  in  this  case,  which  must  not  be 
omitted,  and  that  is  the  presence  of  plastic  exudation ; ' 
it  is  also  known  as  fibrinons  exudstion,  and  is  the 
inflammatory  exudation  of  Vogel  and  other  modem  * 
pathologists,  llie  mucous  membrane  is  as  capable  of 
generating  this  product  of  inflammatory  action  as 
other  tissues,  although  it  is  certainly  not  so  6^uentij 
observed  as  in  the  serous  and  cellular  series.  It  wonld 
appear  to  be  dependent  on  the  amount  of  pre-extstiag 
capillary  hypers mia,  the  intensity  of  which,  instead  of 
generating  granular  cells,  which  are  rapidly  converted 
into  pus^lobnles,  and  thus  forming  a  true  muco-pnr«« 
lent  secretion,  is  attended  by  the  exudation  of  a  pUstie 
lymph,  which  fills  the  smaller  tubes  and  takes  their 
form ;  and  if  the  disease  be  fatal  at  this  stage,  this 
coagulated  matter  may  be  drawn  ont  from  the  smaller 
branches,  and  in  this  case  you  witnessed  its  tenacity  to 
be  sufficient  to  allow  it  to  be  drawn  out.  In  croup 
this  exudative  product  extends  over  a  large  portion  of 
the  tubes,  and  explains  the  peculiarity  of  the  stringy 
shreds  expectorated  in  this  disease.  In  the  adult,  if 
life  be  prolonged,  this  inflammatory  exudation  soon 
becomes  purulent,  pos-globnles  being  vfry  soon 
generated  in  it.  This  change  facilitates  its  excretion, 
rendering  it  more  fluid,  less  tenacious,  snd  conse- 
quently more  easily  expectorated. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  imper- , 
feet  history  of  this  case  antecedent  to  admission,  that 
pulmonary  catarrh  had  existed  for  some  time,  perhaps  in 
a  chronic  form,  and  that  in  all  probability  the  patient 
had  experienced  repeated  attacks  for  soaie  winters 
past.  The  enlarged  condition  of  the  heart  strongly 
fa'/ours  this  view,  for  derangement  in  the  structural 
condition  of  this  organ  is  one  of  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  the  perpetuation  of  chronic  catarrhal  affec- 
tions of  the  pulmonary  organs.  A  catarrhal  predispo- 
sition in  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  heart- 
disease,  tend  to  mutual  aggravation.  The  catarrhal 
condition  givejt  rise  to  frequent  cough,  often  paroxys- 
mal and  suffucMtive;  venous  turgescence  results.     The 

• 

violent  expiratory  efforts  of  coughing  convey  an  im-> 
pulse  back  on  the  right  ventricle;  in  consequence  of 
the  disturbance  the  current  of  blood  suffers  from  the 
circulation  from  the  right  side  of  the  heart  into  the 
lungs  being  impeded,  dilatation  of  this  cavity  follows, 
with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  general  mass  of  * 
the  or^an.     Increafe  of  volume  produces  increase  of 
power,  and  causes  the  blood  to  circulate  in  the  pulmo* 
nary  tivsues  with  a  force  proportionate  to  the  aug«: 
niented  volume.   A  condition  of  passire  hyperieniia  is 
perpetually  present,  which   promotes,  if  it  does  not. 
originate,    the  su8ce)>libility    to    catarrhal   irritalien. 
With  such  predi»po.sing  causes  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
that  acute  broncbitlM  should  supervene,  and  should  run  a 
rapid  and  fatal  course.     Innamntatory  exudation  forms 
in  the  sninller  bronchi  ;  blood  imperfectly  oxygenated 
circulates  throusrh  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  and  reaches 
die  great  central  organs  of  the  frame ;  its  action  on  the 
brain  is  first  to  induce  torpid  senses,  the  countenaree 
becomes  livid  and  purple,  the  surface  becomes  cedemn* 
tous,  the  dyspnoea  becomes  more  and  more  urgent,- 
coma  superveneM,  and  death  then  closes  the  painful 
and  distressing  struggle.    The  existence  of  emphy£eai» 
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op  the  inferior  nuugtii^  and  on  the  tnrface  of  the 
lobes,  mut  be  taken  as  cpUateral  proofi  of  the  eziat- 
ence  of  fome  long-etandinf  affection  of  the  pnlmonary 
Ofganiy  attended  most  probably  by  riolent  expiratory 
effortiy  as  in  coaghing ;  but  the  subject  and  patho- 
logical conditions  of  emphysema  I  propose  to  treat  of 
OB  some  other  occasion. 


THE  LAW  OP  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META. 
MORPHOSIS  OF  THE  TEXTURES  OP  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

{Ffna^h  Seriei  of  Bxptrimintal  Renareka,) 

By  W1LLIA.M  Addison*  M.D.,  F.R.$.,  Malrem. 

{Ckmihmtdjrompttf  93.) 

Vn.  Thb  PnocBBs  or  Nutbition,  ob  thb  Rb- 

CIPBOCAL    AcnOV     BBTWBBir    THB    BlOOD    iLMD 

THB  Solid  Tbxtxtbbs. 

The  growth  aqd  presenration  of  all  parts  of  the 
hnman  body,  and  the  renewal  of  its  tezturea  and 
secretions,  whether  healthy  or  diseased,  depend  npon 
a  reciprocal  action  between  the  blood  and  the  solid 
parts,  termed  the  process  of  nutrition,  in  which  certain 
elements  or  forms  of  matter  withdrawn  from  the  cir- 
cnlating  current,  become  portions  of  the  fixed  solid. 
If  the  newly  withdrawn  matter  assume  the  form  of  the 
pre-existing  elements  of  the  solid,  and  the  quality  of 
the  pre-existing  secretion,  the  procen  is  said  to  be 
normal  or  healthy;  but  if  the  elements  of  the  solid  be 
changed,  or  the  quality  of  its  secretion  altered,  in  con- 
sequence of  any  unusual  change  or  mioonformable 
transformation  which  the  new  matter  nmlergoes,  then 
the  process  is  said  to  be  abtiormal  or  unhealthy. 

If  the  circulation  of  the  blood  be  obserfed  with  the 
microscope,  in  the  nutrient  ressels  of  a  transparent 
texture  in  the  liring  animal,  without  any  previous  rude 
handling  or  irritation,  the  stream  is  seen  rapid  and 
uniform,  and  it  ii  impossible,  from  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  to  discriminate  its  cellular  or  corpuscular 
elements,  except  that  here  and  there  coiourlen  cells 
are  seen  clinging  to  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  slowly 
gliding  along  in  close  contact  with  them.  If  the  part 
under  observation  be  irritated,  the  regularity  of  the 
stream  is  immediately  disturbed  in  a  very  remarkable 
manner,  and,  as  if  in  consequence  thereof,  oolourkm 
cdls,  in  increasing  numbers,  are  observed  separating 
themselves  from  the  red  current,  and  becoming  fixed 
to  the  walls  of  the  vessels.  Soon  afterwards,  a  clear 
coiourlen  material  appears  between  the  stream  of  red 
blood  and  the  solid  texture,  in  which  the  coiourlen 
cells  seem  to  be  embedded;  so  that  the  irritating 
CMMe^  of  whatsover  nature  it  nuy  be,  is  productive  of 
aa  actual  and  visible  separatioa  between  the  colourless 
and  the  red  elements  of  the  bloo4  which  is  seeu  to 
take  place  within  the  vessels,  the  red  fiowinf  onward, 
aoasetimes  with  the  utmost  rapidity,  whilst  the  eohHOf^ 
kn  ranali  statiouiji  and  fom  gnew  inkrigr  eoetiog 


to  the  vessels  (the  protopUsma.)  We  are  precluded 
from  making  this  direct  satisfactory  and  conclusive 
observation  in  the  hnman  body,  because  there  is  n» 
accessible  part  sufficiently  thin  and  transparent  for 
tfw  purpoee;  but  we  have  argent  reasons  in  tho 
analogies  of  life  and  function— in  the  compositioa  e£ 
the  textures  and  the  blood— for  concluding,  that  ia 
man,  analogous  or  similar  irritants  are  followed  bj 
similar  results.  This  conclusion,  drawn  from  analogy, 
is  substantially  corroborated  by  the  fact,  that  in  the 
human  body,  coiourlen  cells  greatly  abound  in  the 
blood  drawn  from  venels  that  are  experiencing  any 
irritative  or  inflammatory  action. 

But  the  real  nature  or  meaning  of  the  phenomenon,, 
thus  seen  in  the  living  vessels  of  animal  structure,  and 
pmumed  from  strong  analogies  to  exist  in  the  human 
body  also,  must  be  interpreted  by  the  result  or  pro* 
duct— and  this  clearly  proves  it  to  be  a  phenomenon  of 
nutrition,  for  the  irritated  animal  textum  becoose 
thicker,  and  new  layers  and  new  matter  appears;*— 
so  in  the  human  body  where  textures  are  becoming 
thickened,  where  new  products  and  new  results  are 
appearing,— in  pimples,  boils  and  vesications, — ^in  the 
skin  in  scarlet  fever  and  erysipelas, — coiourlen  cells 
are  exceedingly  abundant  in  the  nutrient  vessels,  some« 
times  equalliog  in  amount  the  number  of  the  red  cells* 

Hence,  therefore,  it  appears,  from  proofs  accumulated 
on  all  sides,  that  the  separation  of  the  coiourlen  cellu 
and  protoplasma  or  lymph  of  blood,  from  the  red  cells^ 
and  their  distribution  in  a  stationary  form  over  the 
interior  surface  of  the  nutrient  vessels  are  pbeDomena 
of  nutrition ;  and  it  would  farther  appear  from  the 
cellular  or  corpuscular  nature  of  pus,  and  from  the 
ready  healing  by  pressure  of  wounds  discharging  poi^ 
that  if  the  coiourlen  elements  withdrawn  from  the 
blood  fail  to  undergo  a  conformable  metamorphosis^ 
or  the  cells  to  deliver  up  their  contents,  they  change 
the  character  of  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  alter  the 
anatomical  type  of  the  texture,  and  subieqaently 
appear  in  the  discharges  or  secretions,— in  which  case 
the  whole  thicknete  and  the  whole  of  the  matter  in  the 
walls  of  the  vessels  experience  a  progressive  alteration 
from  within,  there  being  no  membranous  nptnm  or 
Wnfdursfaw  membrmu  under  these  altered  conditions^ 
standing  as  a  barrier  tb  the  retrograde  morphology* 

The  procen  of  nutrition  here  described  from  ebseiTB(» 
tion  and  experiment,  comprises  three  IntelUgibie  and 
virible  stages :— f^f,  the  separation  of  the  cofourieae 
cells  and  protoplasma  of  the  blood  finom  the  red  current  i 
eeeondly,  the  metamorphoen  of  these  coiourlen  ele* 
meats  in  their  progren  through  the  walls  of  the 
vessels;  and  thirdly,  the  ultimate  product  whicb 
constitutes  the  pennanent  form  or  taxtural  type.  The 
first  stage  takes  place  within  the  vesnb,  along  their 
interior  booBdaiy;  the  second  takes  place  in,  end  giveg 
the  form  of,  the  eleannts  of  the  veils  of  the  veBs^f 
Midlhe  thhpdi  or  ultiaito  pvpdicti  eppctti «( the  enter 
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a  ind  {■  in  fict  an 


of  the  Tuculu 


Jiae  lUgei  of  nntrition  will  be  more  readily  cam- 
prchcDded  by  rereiring  to  the  irood  eogniring,  wbicb 
repreienti  oiu  Aa{^  of  the  diameter  of  ■  iniall  blood- 
TeMel  in  the  tnaiparent  membrtiDe  ofii  bumiiii  embryo. 
It  two  monthi,  that  ia  to  uy,  in  a  texton  in  a  gtate  of 
rapid  growth  or  aciife  netamorphosii.  It  irai  copied 
(ram  the  microKope,  and  ii  magnified  750  diameten 


linear.  The  dark  portion,  a,  ii  one  half  of  the  colnmn 
of  red  blood  lying  in  the  centre  oC  the  retael  j  the  r^d 
celli  are  maof  oF  them  nucleated,  and  larger  thui  in 
the  blood  of  an  adult,  and  lying  obscurely  amongtt 
them  are  acTeral  colourleu-cella — ririoiii  in  dimen- 
eiont— lome  very  large  and  filled  vith  a  colowlea 
matter  mixed  with  molecule*.  Al  li  la  atraniparent  layer 
of  coiourless  matter  or  protoplaima,  lying  between  tbe 
column  of  the  red  blood  and  the  wall  of  the  rciiel ; 


nail  blood-Tsiiel  in  the  iruiparenl  uenbiape  of  Iha  faniun  esbryo  at  Iws 
iTCr  af  colonrleii  matter,  with  cell-,  granule],  and  moleculet,  bcineen  (be  red 
;t.  e,  a  leitnie  compoied  of  flbrej,  cells,  and  nuclei,  fonniag  ibe  nail  o(  the 
re  fornlng  tbe  ■enbrane. 


«lMlMibetirfMMU«;aMtwdc*af)>(*N41mta. 


lammailiD,  oonlcl  ba  mcralpielliilbla  w< 
lied  bj  Ibe  niicroKope :— (a)  blood— [i)  proioplafma— fc)  proi.nphainia 
e  Di.  George  Peanon,  Hm  and  (wentj  yean  ago,  lulitlng  npoa  ib«  Sii- 
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in  4t  are  aeen  lerenl  cokmrleM  edU  of  rarioui  liset, 
fiUed  with  molectUef^  alio  smaller  grannUr  particles; 
and  nnmeroHS  isolated  molecales.  At  e  Is  the  wall  or 
eoat  of  the  veasely  (the  prsl-apAosMa  or  first  texture,) 
composed  of  nnmeroiis  eolonrlesf  cells  or  nuclei 
cmhedded  in  a  mass  of  nascent  fibrils,  which  hare,  in 
this  example,  hardly  more  coherency  than  the  fibrils 
of  a  tongh  mucus.  Granular  particles  and  molecules 
are  seen  within  these  colourless  cells  or  nuclei^  and  the 
fibrils  paas  around  and  between  them.  Numerous 
red  ceUsof  irregular  shape  are  seen  mingled  with  the 
colourless  elemenl^--oells,  nuclei*  and  fibrils,—  of  the 
TeaseTs  wall,  or  eoat ;  but  these  haToaU  the  appearance 
of  being  accidental  and  due  to  the  manipulation  neces- 
sary to  render  the  texture  a  asicroseopieobiect.  Atdisa 
portion  of  thetransparentcellular  membtune  itself— the 
jMPWcJIpmg  ;  It  is  eridentiy  an  extension  or  txpanslon  of 
the  wall  of  the  ▼essel*  and  no  naalteraUe  barrier  «xisU 
to  separate  it  tnm  the  jirufsp fuima    sferjr  etamal  is 


If  a  section  of  this  vussel  were  made  across  it*  per* 
pendieular  to  its  axis,  wo  should  hare  a  ooluaui  of 
Uood  in  the  centre  (m),  consisting  of  red  and  eoloar- 
less  ineohereot  cell%  suspended  in  the  bkwd-fluid; 
next  to  it  will  be  a  layer  of  oolouriess  lymph  or  pro- 
toplasma  (6),  eonsisting  of  n  viscous  asatter,  mixed 
with  molicnles  and  oolouriess  cells ;  next  to  that  is 
«he  proper  coat  of  the  vessel  (e\  the  first  texture 
varying  with  the  OMrpho^gy,  and  consisting  in  this 
ease  of  deiaoala  fibres,  intermingled  with  molecules, 
gnuiules,  and  ooiouiieei  cells  or  nnclei  s  and  lastly,  as 
ah  carteniion  of  the  vascular  wall,  the  proper  texture 
or  paronAymn  (4),— this  Isxture  shewing  what  the 
morphology  haa  been,  and  the  existiiv  vascular  wall 
indifatfag  what  it  ia  or  will  be.  /  ainular  section  of 
n  vessd  that  haa  been  irfitaled  In  tholfirog's  foot, 
would  exhibit  the  saoM  thing.  Henee,  then,  the 
oonelushHiitaledin  th<"fim^ms9  ^ JgsswrcJtos," 
p.  90^  respecting  the  analogies  between  active  growth 
and  lallnmaMtiooi,  is  fully  borne  out  by  these  subie* 
fueat  iaveitigaliont. 

Theee  thingsb  let  it  be  observed,  are  notloMtters  of 
surmise  and  conjecture,  but  of  demonstration,  and 
eannot^  therefore^  be  set  aside  because  they  do  not 
sqnsre  with  received  and  hypothetical  notions.  It  is 
very  easy  to  throw  dlseredit  upon  microscopical  facts 
and  eopcluslous  by  a  flourish  of  the  critieri  pen,  and  a 
flippant  style  of  remark,  little  suited  to  tho  occasion ; 
hut  Nature  marriies  on,  although  the  ctitios  write,  and 
It  ever  ready  witt  intelligible  ansirers  to  those  who 
falOifUly  InteROgate.  A  florid  appeal  to  existing 
qfMpathlMmaybofiorntimesucoeisAiL  Warmhearted 
apbrilB  oottleni  stoutly  fsr  their  oonvietlousi  and  set- 
tled OflaienB  aroflMtoult  out'wwks  to  carry,  though 
Kature  herself  bo  battering  at  tho  walls.  But  those 
who^  in  the  aidour  of  thcfardcfenco»  oMrely  uphold  thefar 

truth  tad  adeaco  are  roUfaig 


onward  in  new  directions,  must  find  themselves  at  last- 
protecting  shadows  in  the  rear. 

In  bringing  my  observations  for  verification  to  tho 
test  of  the  microscope,  I  would  fain  remaric,  that 
the  observer  should  bear  in  mind  the  minutenees- 
and  delicacy  of  those  portions  of  stmctnre  that  can 
alone  be  submitted  to  high  microscopic  power,  and  the 
unavoidable  disturbances  that  necessarily  ensne  when 
it  is  requisite  to  take  very  thin  eections,  and  therefore 
that  deciaions  pro  or  eon  ahould  be  based  not  so  much- 
upon  the  isolated  results  of  one  or  two  hasty  trials^ 
but  rather  on  the  tenor  of  the  indications  derived  froa^ 
a  greater  number* 

In  any  departure  from  the  law  of  the  nutrition  of  a 
texture,— from  the  law  of  the  morphology,— it  muat  be  ^ 
very  diflkult  queation  to  determine  where  the  first 
unconformable  atep  commences,  whether  in  the  blood 
o,— in  the  lymph  or  protoplasma  A,— in  the  wall  of 
tho  vessel  c,— or  in  the  texture  d?  It  is  very  oom« 
mon  to  read  about  disesses  of  the  blood,  yet  all  must 
be  dark  and  unaatisfactocy' to  any  one  that  haa  obeervefl 
the  relations  between  the  Uood  and  the  textures  by 
means  of  adequate  power  through  the  microscope  i  and 
certain  it  is,  that  no  pr&ciieal  oonclosions  can  bo 
established  respecting  health  and  disease  antil  tho 
stages  of  nutrition,  the  reciprocal  actions  between  the 
blood  and  the  solid  textures,  be  estabiiabed.  At 
present  the  notorious  fact  of  red  blood,  administering 
to  the  rapid  increase  or  deposition  of  colourless  tex- 
tures, lymph,  mucus,  and  pus,  remains,  in  respect  of 
any  w^«directed  scientific  investigation,  a  gimim§ 
hulsncf  of  theory,  hypothesis  and  conjecture.  Critical 
physiologists  seem  afraid  of  using  their  eyes,  though 
they  battie  boldly  with  assertions. 

VIII.  iMVLilMliATION. 

When  the  growth  and  nutrition  of  a  texture  of  any 
kind,  whether  aninuU  or  vegeUUe,  is  Mrmo^  it» 
elemonts  ars  reproduced  or  multiplied,  its  form  evolved^ 
and  its  characteristic  qualities  and  secretions  established 
by  a  metamorphosis  of  the  nutritive  elements,  supplied 
fipom  without.  In  acoordanoe  with  the  law  originally 
in  force  in  (he  primary  conformation  of  tiie  parent 
ocganism  from  which  it  sprung.  Every  change,— 
every  metamorphosis,— every  action,— and  every  pro- 
duct, yiekling  or  conforming  to  the  law,  ii  an  integral 
element  of  the  complex  phenomenon  termed  healthy 
and  every  action  or  product  deviating  frosa  it,  la  an 
element  of  diaease* 

It  is  not  my  intention  now  to  enter  upon  tiie  mnltr- 
^M  details  of  inflammation  or  inflammatory  prodnctu; 
hereafter  wo  shall  have  oocaslon  to  return  to  the 
subject;  and  examine  otore  particulariy  the  nature  of 
its  amalfold  results. 

We  have  aeon  that  any  farritation  of  n  vnocnkHr 
texture;  is  productive  of  an  inerensed  amount  of 
nutritive  matter,  irikieh  is  deposited  from  the  dreulatieg 
biiod;  upoa  the  mdlt  or  ifiMT  boMidaiy  of  the 
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fd  laooDt  of  matter  to  depotited  it  a 
^emtkm  from  ik§  ktm  of  the  teztare,  and  therefore 
«  phenomciioii  of  diaeaee ;  bat  the  feniible  or  vistble 
cSiKU  opon  the  feztore  depend  upon  the  time%  ttagce^ 
and  forai%  of  the  taheeqneat  mokphology,  which  BMy 
conform  to  the  law  of  the  texture,  or  deviate  from  it 
For  eiample— the  fkram  trnthtm  aH  not  lecreting 
textnree;  they  do  not  erolre  a  Tiield  mvcns  mixed 
with  cells;  thif  ia  not  the  law  of  ikehr  nutrition. 
Theee  textures  are  therefore  on  this  icconnt  called 
aerout  ttjeturm.  But  there  are  other  textures  that  do 
etolTe  a  viscid  mucus,  mixed  with  numerous  colour- 
km  cells,  and  these  are  therefore  tenhed  mtteens 
Jssrftoim.  Now,  an  unusual  amount  of  nutritive 
matter,  deposited  upon  the  walls  of  the  bhiod-vessels 
of  a  ilbffDiis  texture,  ami  «  con^rma&to  tmrpkohgy, 
Beeessaiilj  give  rise  to  an  increased  amount  of  the 
tieroents  of  the  texture,  which  becomes  thidiened 
by  abnomal  fibres  $  and  if  adhesions  are  contracted 
between  contiguous  surfaces,  it  to  by  fibres;  and  the 
serous  fluid  wliich  naturally  lubricates  the  textore,  to 
incfeased  in  quantity.  On  the  other  hand,  an  unusual 
amount  of  nutritive  matter,  deposited  upon  the  waUs 
of  the  nnlrient  vemels  of  a  mucous  texture^  oni  a  eon- 
fmmabU  fmorpkohg^t  give  rise  to  an  increased  quantity 
of  mocns^  mixed  with  a  Jarger  number  of  colonrlew 
cdb.  In  either  case,  an  unconformable  oMrphology 
would  produce  diflterent  forms  and  qualities — fibrous 
forms,  for  instance,  upon  the  mucous  textures,  and  cor- 
puscular forms  upon  the  fibrous  textures. 

"Imfi^mxation,'*  says  a  recent  and  talented  author 
^muat  needs  occupy  a  large  share  of  the  attention  both 
of  the  sni^geon  and  the  physidan ;  it  is  oontinuaUy  the 
ol^}ect  of  bto  treatment  and  watchful  care.   It  affects 
all  parte  that  an  furnished  with  blood-vessels;  and 
it  afteU  dOAerent  parts  very  varionsly."— "  A  great 
UMjority  of  ail  the  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame 
to  liable,  liegin  with  Inflammation  or  end  in  inflaoMna- 
lion,  or  are  accompanied  by  inflammation  during  lome 
part  of  their  course,  or  resemble  inflammation  in  their 
sfmptoms.    Most  of  the  organic  changes  of  diiferent 
parts  of  the  body  recognise  inflammation  as  their  cause, 
or  lead  to  it  as  their  effect;  in  short,  a  very  large 
diare  of  the  premature  extinction  of  human  life  in 
general  to  more  or  lem  attributable  to  inflammation."-^ 
^  Again,  inflammation  to  highly  interestinf,  not  only 
in  its  morbid  piienomena  and  destructive  consequence^ 
Irat  in  its  healing  tendenctos  also.    It  to  by  inflamma- 
tion that  wounds  are  closed,  and  fractoree  repaired,— 
that  parts  adhere  together  when  their  adhesion  to 
emeatial  to  the  preservation  of  the  individual,-— and 
thai  foreign  and  hurtful  matters  are  conveyed  safely 
out  of  the  body.    A  cut  finger,  a  deep  sabre«woond, 
alike  require  inflamnution  to  re*unite  the  divided 
parts.    Does  ulceration  occur  in  the  stomach  or  intes- 
ttoei^  and  threaten  topenetnito  through  them  t  Inflam* 
aetioB  vol  oAeft  antlelpato  umI  provide. against  the 


^nger,  glue  the  threatened  membrane  to  whatever 
surface  may  be  next  it,  and  so  prevent  that  worst  and 
univenal  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  which  the 
escape  of  the  contents  of  the  alimentary  canal  into 
that  serous  bag  would  infallibly  occasion.  Inflamma- 
tion, limited  in  extent,  and  moderate  in  degree, 
becomes  conservative  by  preventing  inflammation 
more  severe  and  nu>re  widely-spread,  which  would 
be  fiitai.*** 

Thto  being  the  graphic  pictore  of  inflammation  by  a 
practical  physician,  the  question  very  natundly  arises, 
what  can  thto  inflamomtlon  bet 

In  the  flrst  pbce,  tlm  answer  appears  to  sm  to  be 
clesr  upon  thto  point,— that  the  inflammation  which  is 
conservative,— closes  wonnds— repairs  firactures— has 
healing  tendencies  and  preserves  the  life  of  the 
iadividttal, — must  be  different  firom  the  inflammation 
which  produces  destructive  oonssquences— merbid 
phenomena  mganie  change»-*and  prenutanly  extln« 
guisbes  hnoian  lift;  and  therefore,  that  two  very 
diflerent,  niy,  opposite  and  iHcengmsni  ihingBi  are 
bffonght  together  under  the  nnsrisntifle  and  siHy  term 
of  Inflammatfon.  The  dlflknltles  of  the  suhjeet  obvi- 
ously arlsp,  not  from  an  ovevright  of  the  prioMry  phe« 
nomenon,  the  disturbed  eireutotion  of  the  blood,  snd 
the  incresse  of  nutritive  uwtter  in  the  vesseto  of  the 
affected  textore,  but  from  an  otter  n^lect  of  the 
physiological  elements  involved,  and  therefore^  necen 
ssrily  of  the  conformability  or  unconformability  of  the 
morphology.  A  nutritive  etonmn^— tliat  is,  an  element 
of  growth,  nutrition,  or  secretion,-^which  toconfonnable 
and  therefore  healthy  in  one  texture,  to  unconforma- 
ble, and  therefore  an  element  of  disease,  in  another  and 
different  textore.  An  unusual  abundance  of  colonrlem 
corpuecles  or  celto  and  an  increassd  mucous  secrstion 
in  a  mucous  texture,  may  pam  under  the  term  inflam* 
matory  product;  but  mucua  and  mucous  celto  are 
conformabto  producta,  and  an  unusual  amount  denotes 
no  more  than  an  increased  amount  of  the  elements 
natnrel  to  the  texture ;  whereas  the  very  same  el^BMnts 
in  a  fibrous  or  serous  texture  or  in  tlie  fluid  evolved  from 
it,  are  ih9  proot  of  an  unconformaUe  metaoMMi^bosto, 
because  such  incoherent  forms  ye  not  natural  to  thto 
texture. 

If  so  complex  a  subject  as  normal  and  abnormal 
nutrition,— of  conservative  and  destructive  inflamma- 
tion— be  susceptible  of  a  short  definition,  it  may  be  said* 
ikai  sin^U  htaUhy  ii^ammatum  eanaUU  qfan  mcresMd 
mneun/  ofproiapiatma  wUh  a  eoi|/brsia^lt  morpkoUgf  t 
mid  dmtrueUM  WkktaUkjf  li^ammaf  Ion,  q^on  tncrMftd 
mmnuU  of  ^rotopUuma  with  on  tmssi|/brmaftlf  mor* 
pkoiogff*  The  tsrms  conformable  and  nnconforsMbleb 
refovring  to  the  law  which  govcma  and  determines  the 
physiological  form  and  function  of  the  texture  In 
health,  and  which  must  be  known  before  the  natore  of , 

•  **  Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Fhjsto,** 
(la  the  AMfesI  Qmm»$,)  Dr.  Wataen. 
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Af  diieaict  ctn  be  nnderttood.  It  is  not  neccMary  to 
H^i  definitioa  of  nrnple  healtby  iiiflaninatioii»  that  mU 
ih^  DQtritire  elements  furnished  by  tbe  blood  should 
mndergo  a  conformable  metamorphosis ;  it  is  sniHctent 
that  they  do  so  within  a  reasonable  time,  to  the  extent 
of  restoring  the  irritated,  wounded,  or  inflamed  texture 
to  its  normal  state  and  function.* 

Practical  medicine  is  based  upon  the  recognition 
and  appreciation  of  risible  or  sensible  signs:  the  phy- 
ligan  cannot  treat  diaeascs  ascertainable  only  by  the 
anicroeoope;  bat  if  this  instmment  cafriee  onr  analyiis 
of  diaage  of  texture  into  hitherto  onkaown  v^gmi» 
the  oMdical  practitioner  most  be  pr^arod  to  accept  or 
lejed  its  testimony  In  Mo.  Xlmre  can  be  no  halting 
between  the  microscope  and  the  eye,— interpreting  one 
part  of  physiology  and  pathology  by  the  yision  of 
nature^  and  another  by  the  improved  vision  of  art. 
If  tbe  microscope  is  to  be  relied  on  as  an  analytical 
mean%  then  not  only  is  ertrjpoti'morUm  cxamlnatioo 
in^rfoft  and  the  majority  useless  without  it*  but  we 
anwM-  ao  longer  speak  of  vessels  or  duets  aecretiBg. 
Vesatb  convey  or  tranamit  incoherent  corpnscnlar 
format  and  are  the  means  of  their  aeenmnlation ;  and 
doets  convey  them  away  on/ ^/AeAedfjf.  Tnnsforma- 
tions  of  matter  are  effBcted,  or  aecretions  formed, 
within  the  cells. 


*  Tbe  pheDomena  of  Inflammation,  althoegh  very  malti- 
tndliHms,  nay  in  fact  be  reBoWed  into  the  morphology  of 
the  oontenM  of  Individoal  eeils,  the  coafornablUty  or  en- 
ceafonaability  of  the  prodaei  being  dependent  opoa  tbe 
normal  or  physiological  type  of  the  elements  of  the  texture, 
•■d  t^e  form  renltijig  from  tbe  last  stage  of  the  Inflam- 
messty  BMtasMrphosis.  This  Is  shewn  hy  the  pheoesieBa 
ollAflamflMtion  in  the  sereral  textures  of  the  Ivagr-plenrisy 
(Jhru^)  bronchitis  (cells  ani  mucu»,)  and  pneutnonia  (a 
mitm  ffiwet,)  I  would  beg  to  seggest  to  Mr.  Hassall  the 
benefit  he  would  confer  on  phytlology  and  pathology,  by 
ezteiding  his  *'  Microscopical  Anatomy,**  so  as  to  iacinde 
the  elements  of  the  varioos  parenchymata,  and  the  strac- 
tare  of  their  antrleat  vessels  in  the  embryo  and  in  the 
adult,  viewed  with  a  power  of  900  or  700.  If  these  were 
correctly  established,  the  phenomena  of  serofhloos  diseases 
and  iadammatloa  weald  be  rendered  easy. 


(Th  b0  cmtimud.) 


CASES  AND  NOTES   FROM  HOSPITAL  AND 

PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 

By  C.  M.   DuRKANT,  M.D., 

nysidan  to  the  East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Hospital. 

{CfontinuedfiwH  paff€  547,  qfloit  Foftime.) 
Cass  XVII. 

OZmCUllBCRinBD  SMPTEMA,   COMMUNICATIKO  WITH 
THB  BRONCHI :   AB8CX88  OF  THB  LVMO :  PHTSlOAL 
'  Blows  :  TRBATMRNTt  RBCOTBRT. 

)',  M ,  aged  2^,  a  labourer,  admitted  into  the 

Ipewich  Hospital,  September  3rd,  1S46,  under  the 
care  of  my  colleague.  Dr.  Beck,  who  being  prevented 
tidting  the  hospital  at  the  time,  the  case  in  part  fell 
nnder  my  obaervation* 

He  slated,  that  seven  weeks  prior  to  his 


he  was  mexed  with  rigor  and  pain  in  the  right  Ude,. 
succeeded  by  slight  cough,  at  firft  dry,  8nbse<piently 
with  some  expectoration.  He  attributed- .his  IDDean 
to  drinking  a  pint  of  very  cold  water  from  a  springy, 
when  greatly  heated  by  hay  making. 

The  symptoms  on  admission  were  thus  noted :-~ 
Complexion  muddy;  tongue  tolerably  clean;  bowels 
regular;  urine  natural;  pulse  80,  of  good  streiigth;. 
cough  not  very  urgent;  expectoration  mnco-purulent* 
having  a  peculiarly  unpleasant  sickening  odour. 

Physical  iignt.'^hupeetionf  Evident  bulging  of  the- 
antero-inferior  region  of  the  right  mde  of  the  chest» 
from  between  the  third  and  fourth  ribs  downwards, 
the  affteted  portions  rising  en  metfe ;  rocal  and  tumive* 
vibration  not  particularly  noted.— Perensfton;  Com- 
plete dniness  over  the  anterior  and  lower  part  of  the 
right  side  in  front ;  normal  sonoroaity  behind ;  the  left 
side  healthy.— ^nsenMo/iOfi:  Total  abeence  of  brentli* 
spnnd  over  the  lower-third  of  the  right  long  in  front;, 
slightly  exaggerated  in  the  antero  •superior  region  of  the 
same  side ;  fistulous  breathing  audible  between  thefoortb^ 
and  fifth  ribs ;  respiration  natural  over  the  back ;  no 
abnormal  rhonchi;    resonance  of   voice  and  cough 
nnaflfected ;  left  lung  healthy. 

These  phenomeiit  continued  for  about  a  week,  with 
but  little  variation,  the  pnbe  remaining  at  80,  sofW 
and  of  moderate  strength;  tongue  clean;  appetite 
excellent,  and  bowels  -regular.  At  this  period  the- 
patient  became  suddenly  worse ;  he  had  a  ifgor ;  the 
akin  waa  hot;  the  cough  greatly  increased;  expeetora- 
fioo  purulent,  the  odour  from  which  was  now  scarcely 
bearable ;  he  had  nocturnal  perspirations,  and  evidentlj 
emaciated;  the  pulse,  however,  remained  steadily  at 
80,  of  fair  tone,  and  the  appetite  continued  tolerably 
good.  There  was  occasional  vomiting,  which  wa»^ 
justly  attributed  to  the  horrible  fcetor  of  the  expectom* 
tion .  On  examining  the  chest,  the  respiratory  mnrmor 
was  now  feebly  audible  over  portions  of  the  affected 
region,  on  the  right  aide  In  fironi,  in  which  it  hnd 
hitherto  been  extinel;  the  flstnlons  hreathfaiff  had 
dis^peared,  and  abont  two  inches  to  the  outer  aide 
of  the  right  nipple,  and  a  little  above  that  projectioo^ 
there  now  obtained,  in  addition  to  a  modified  amphoric- 
stroke  sound,  cavernous  breathing,  loud  bronchophony*, 
and  slight  gurgling,  clearly  indicative  of  a  pulmonary 
abscess.  The  vesicular  murmur  immediately  around 
this  spot  was  healthy. 

TVeaimeni.  This  consisted  of  counter-irritation  hy 
means  of  two  successive  blisters  to  the  side,  followed 
by  antimonial  pnstulation,  nsercnry  (Hydrarg.  earn 
Crete,)  to  affect  tbe  guma»  the  influence  of  which  wan- 
prolonged,  salines ;  subsequently  the  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, creosote  Internally,  and  by  inhalation;  and 
lastly,  quinine  and  nitric  acid,  with  the  syrup  of  the 
Iodide  of  iron.  The  diet,  with  the  exception  of  the 
first  few  days  after  admission,  and  the  period  of  the* 
rigor,  was  "  fall'*  throughout— viz.,  meat  daily,  with  a 
pint  of  porter.  Under  the  above  treatment  the 
patient  rapidly  gained  fiesh  and  strength,  the  cough 
subsided,  the  expectoration  became  less,  with  diminished 
foetor,  and  the  progress  of  the  case  towardi  recovery^, 
although  slow,  was  nnintermpted.  He  was  dlschaiged 
perfectly  wtil,  the  respiratlona  being  fairly  audible- 
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•orer  the  entire  long,  with  bat  compantiTely  tUght 
falling  in  of  the  lower  ribe. 

Bemarii,  The  phenomena  of  the  preceding  case, 
•althoogfa  full  of  practical  interest,  are  ao  clearly 
developed  both  by  the  general  symptoms,  and  also  by 
the  physical  signs,  that  it  sufficiently  elucidates  itself; 
«till  a  passing  remark  upon  one  or  two  points  may  not 
be  deemed  superfluous. 

That  the  patient  was  correct  In  ascribing  his  illness 
to  the  draught  of  cold  water  taken  when  heated,  there 
cannot  be  a  question.  In  our  agricultural  districts 
during  hot  weather  this  dangerous  practice  becomes,  I 
believe,  not  unfrequently  a  rife  cause  of  internal  dis- 
ease among  the  labouring  classes. 

The  history  of  the  case,  the  aspect  of  the  sufferer, 
the  cough,  and  the  peculiar  ezpectontion,  at  once 
aroused  suspicion  of  some  formidable  chest  affection. 
That  such  existed  was  most  unequivocally  revealed  by 
the  stethoscopic  examination ;  indeed  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  seen  any  case  in  which  the  phenomena  described 
in  the  report  were  so  clearly  dcTeloped.  The  bulging 
•of  the  lower  ribs,  the  circumscribed  dulness,  with  cor- 
responding absence  of  respiration  strictly  limited  to 
this  spot,  at  once  bespoke  the  presence  of  a  fluid, 
enclosed  by  pleuritic 'adhesions;  while  the  co-ezistence 
of  fistulous  breathing  with  the  foetid  expectoration, 
farther  indicated  that  nature  had  already  formed  an 
exit  for  the  discharge  of  the  foreign  matter. 

The  occurrence  of  abscess  in  the  lung  was  an  unu- 
sual feature  in  this  case,  its  formation  was  so  rapid  as 
to  lead  to  the  probable  belief  that  its  origin  resulted  in 
the  introduction  into  the  venous  S3*stem  of  purulent 
matter,  followed,  as  we  see  in  the  liver  and  other 
parenchymatous  organs,  by  suppurative  inflammation. 
^Vltb  the  exception  of  a  very  few  days,  two  most 
favourable  cireumstances  obtained  throughout  the  pro- 
gress of  the  case — via.,  the  continuance  of  appetite, 
and  an  nnvarying  steady  pulse,  seldom  above  80,  and 
of  moderate  strength.  When  these  conditions  pre- 
sent, in  the  absence  of  tuberculization  of  the  lungs,  we 
shall,  I  think,  for  the  most  part  be  justified  in  giving  a 
favourable  prognosis. 

Cases  of  this  kind  require  support  almost  from  the 
onset,  steadily  having  recourse,  however,  at  the  same 
time,  to  repeated  counter-irritation.  The  creosote  in 
this  instance  was  administered  both  internally  and  by 
inhalation,  and  as  in  gangrene  of  the  long,  and  other 
affections  in  which  the  expectoration  is  offensive,  with 
the  rcsalt  of  Jssieiuog*  sad  finally  removiogi  the  fcetor. 

Cau  XVIII. 

IHFLAlfMATlOK  OV  THB  DIAPHRAGM. 

P.  S  ,  aged  34,  a  tailor,  admitted  into  the 

Hospital  February  18th,  1846.  Sutes  that  he  enjoyed 
-good  health  until  about  eight  years  ago,  when  he  bad 
Ma  Attack  of  acute  rheumatism.  From  this  he  recovered^ 
bat  has  since  been  the  subject  of  two  or^  three  similar 
seizures.  About  eight  months  since,  while  labouring 
under  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatic  fever»  he  was 
seised  with  a  sudden  and  severe  pain,  of  a  constrictive 
character,  extending  completely  across  the  body  from 
one  hypochondrium  to  the  other,  accompanied  by  great 
^eDdcmcss  on  preisure»  dyspiMBa»  oongh,  palpitation^ 


and,  as  reported  by  his  wife,  considerable  deli* 
rhim.  On  the  occurrence  of  the  pain  In  the  body,  tEe 
iheumatic  pain  of  the  joints  became  greatly  lessettdd. 
The  patient  atated  that  on  different  occasions,  nncoil« 
neeted  with  the  present  attack,  be  had  expectorated 
large  qaantitles  of  bkiod,  anoanting  altogether  to 
between  one  and  two  gallons.  Of  the  accuracy  of 
this  statement  I  am  sceptical,  although  the  patient 
adheres  most  rigidly  to  the  drcumstance  of  the  blood 
being  ejected  by  cough  and  expectoration,  and  not  by 
vomitfog.  On  his  admission  his  general  appearance 
was  strongly  that  of  advanced  phthisis,  so  much  so 
that  I  confess  that  before  making  an  investigation  of 
his  ease,  I  was  fully  prepared  to  find  extensive  tuber* 
entoas  disorgsnisation  of  the  Inngs. 

His  countenaBce  was  anxious  and  exsanguine;  eye- 
balls prominent;  tongue  coated;  total  anorexia; 
bowels  sluggish.  He  complained  of  a  violent  sharp  bum* 
ing  pain,  with  great  tension  and  constriction  acros 
the  lower  part  of  the  thorax,  extending  ^between  the 
hypochondria  and  beneath  the  sternum,  and  stretching 
to  the  loins,  and  which  was  greatly  aggravated  by 
coughing,  sneezing,  and  deep  inspiration.  Pressure 
between  the  lower  ribs,  over  the  epigastrium  or  hypo- 
chondriac regions,  and  more  especially  pressure  on 
tbe  abdomen  upwards,  towards  the  diaphragm,  eansed 
moat  acute  sufflnring.  Respirations  short  and  hurried, 
and  chiefly  performed  by  the  intercostal  muscles,  witfi 
slight  short  dry  cough  ;  pulse  small,  quick,  and  teqf 
weak,  and  beating  irregulariy  in  the  right  radial 
artery. 

The  chest  sounded  tolerably  resonant  throoghout 
on  pereussion ;  respiratory  murmur  was  audible  ofto 
both  lungs,  slightly  deficient  at  the  left  apex  in  front; 
action  of  the  heart  weak  and  irritable,  but  Ttgn\$t ; 
its  sounds  unaccompanied  by  bruit. 

JYtaimeni.  From  the  extreme  anssmia  and  gensral 
.weakness  of  the  patient,  neither  general  nor  loesl 
depletion  appeared  admissable.  Two  grains  of  calomel 
with  one  grain  of  opium,  were  given  night  and  moni- 
ittg;  a  mixture  containing  an  excess  of  alkali,  with 
spirit  of  nitrons  sther,  and  small  doses  of  the  tincture 
of  colchicum,  was  directed  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day,  and  a  blister,  encircling  one  half  the  body,  was 
applied  to  the  left  side.  On  the  month  becoming  soi%, 
the  opium  wss  continued  without  the  calomel,  and 
the  subsequent  progiess  of  the  case  to  convalesoen  je 
was  uninterrupted.  On  his  discharge  from  the  hos- 
pital he  was  perfeetiy  free  from  pain,  bore  firaa 
pressure  without  complaint,  the  cough  had  ceased, 
but  the  pulse  in  the  right  arm  remained  irregular,  and 
the  respiratory  murmur  in  tbe  apex  of  the  left  lung, 
although  more  perfect,  yet  less  pronounced  than  in 
that  of  tbe  corresponding  side. 

I  have  since  heard  that  he  has  been  the  subject  of 
a  simikr  attack,  but  I  hare  not  been  able  to  asoertala 
the  result. 

Rtmarkt,  While  tnfiammation  of  the  seroM  cofur- 
Ing  of  the  diaphragm,  in  connection  with  its  contignovs 
extension  over  the  pleura  and  liver^  is  by  no  mea«$. 
uncommon.  Inflammation  of  its  musculo-teadinOfes 
structure  is,  1  apprehend,  decidedly  rare.  In  tlie 
foregoing  case,   the   affection  was   associsM  with 
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tlM  fHoMioo  «r  wpriMioo  of  whieh 
it»  pcriMpt,  Me  of  itinottlraqveatlyticitiag 


TlM  qrmpttNM  from  thm  ficst  wtve  mil  markedt  uid 
t%^pare  bo  oobomd^  Upon  what  the  perawatBt 
integvlarity  of  tbo  palae  in  ftho  right  ndial  wteiy 
depended,  I  mm  not  prepered  to  My,  the  itethoicope 
did  not  indicate  either  cardMC  or  arteiiel  diteeie  $  it 
iinee»  in  all  probability^  from  local  pre«nn  apon  the 
arteryy  but  in  what  part  of  its  coarM  this  obtained, 
fepeated  examination  failed  to  elicit. 

In  the  treatment,  in  addition  to  the  other  remedies, 
I  am  disposedto  attribnte  a  large  share  of  the  benefit 
derived  to  the  free  nie of  opium;  and  this  leads  me 
to  allude  briefly  to  the  question  lately  brought  before 
the  Association,-- viz.,  "The  treatment  of  internal 
inflammation,  by  opinm,"  an  important  pnu:tical 
anlject,  and  one  which  I  trust  that  we  shall  sooner  or 
later  see  discussed  in  the  pages  of  our  Journal,  by  not 
a  few  only  of  its  many  talented  meoibers.    Without 

•  entering  upon  the  theory  of  the  action  which  opium 
enrls  upon  healthy  and  diseased  oigans»  I  can  most 
InUy  assent  to  the  opinions  which  have  been  recently 

.  ezpfessed  by  I>rs.  Chamben  and  Ranking,  in  reCerence 
to  its  utility  in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  acute 
internal  inflamoMtion.    The  power  of  allayiiig  pain, 

•  subduing  nervous  excitabiliiy,  and  thereby  reducing 
the  irritability  of  the  heart's  actioo,  peculiarly  belongs 

:t^  this  drug;  and  however  difficult  or  impossible  it 
may  be  to  instance,  by  writing,  those  particular  con- 
ditions in  which  its  adoption  is  so  generally  followed 
by  benefit,  still  bow  riridly  will  the  reflecting  physician, 
nnshacklffd  by  hypothetical  notions,  revert  to  the 
satislictory  results  which  in  his  hands  hare  attended 
its  use. 

In  the  selection  of  the  cases  most  requiring  the 
opium  treatment,  as  also  the  predse  period  at  which 
this  medicine  is  called  for,  (and  this  is  all  important,) 

.  medical  tact  and  observant  experience  can  alone  direct. 

,  A  Tolnme  upon  the  subject  would,  in  many  instanoesi 
utterly  fail  to  indicate  the  peculiar  circumstances 
requiring  opium,  but  in  which  to  give  it  is  recovery  to 

.  the  patient,— to  withhold  it  is  probable  destruction; 
and  who  cannot  call  to  mind  the  look  of  gratitude 
beaming  in  the  countenance  of  the  sufferer  relieved, 
tf  not  rendered  out  of  danger,  by  the  timely  and 

.  judicious  exhibition  of  this  valuable  drug*    Independ- 

'  ently  of  those  diseases  in  the  treatment  of  which 
opium  is  commonly  prescribed,  as  delirium  tremens 
and  some  other  nervous  affections,  there  exist  others, 
in  which  at  one  period  or  other  of  their  course,  the 
exhibition  .of  opiates  is  attended  with  the  happiest 
results. 

In  the  second  stage  of  pneunomia,  if  the  cough  be 
constant  and  harassing,  the  expectoration  scanty,  and 
the  countenance  anxiotts,  with  an  exalted  state  of 
Mffvovs .  sensibility,  full  doses  of  opium  at  bed-time 
often  act  like  a  charm.  In  pleurisy,  prior  to  effusion, 
llie  eaoM   medicine  administered   at   night,   giving 

,  mereury  jmt  «e  during  the  day,  is  equally  valuable. 
If  tlNsieu  obtain,  the  balance  of  the  circulation  is 
often  so  much  interfered  with,  that  the  propriety  of 
epimm,  in  these  eases,  becomes  questionable.     In 


rbenmatlem,  the  best  effects  result  from  opiates ;  but 
in  this  disease,  as  in  plenriiy,  I  believe  that  more  benefit 
will  be  derived  from  administering  opium  ini  full 
doses  at  night,  with  mercury  during  the  day,  instead 
of  the  nuNre  common  practice  of  combining  the  two 
remedies.  In  croup  also,  in  lymphatic  children,  after  the 
urgency  of  the  symptonu  have  abated,  opium  to  pro- 
vent  spasm  is  often  imperatively  called  for.  In 
peritonitis,  enteritis,  diarrhcea,  and  dysentery,  opium 
judiciously  used  is  invaluable. 

The  forms  which  I  myself  prefer  aro  the  crude 
opium  and  the  muriate  of  morphia. 

In  reference  to  the  constipating  effects  of  this  dro|f 
upon  the  bowels,  I  do  not  regard  it  as  any  reason  for 
withholding  its  use.  In  enteritis  and  peritonitis,  it 
becomes  often  of  psramount  importance,  while  allay- 
ing pain,  to  ensure  quietude  in  the  intestinal  tract; 
and  not  unfrequently  shall  we  find  obstinate  constipa- 
tion attended  with,  and  perhaps  produced  by,  spasm,, 
effectually  relieved  by  the  free  administration  of 
opium.  Within  the  last  few  weeks,  I  have  witnessed 
the  moot  decidedly  beneficial  result  obtain  from  the 
exhibition  of  opium,  in  strangulated  irreducible  hernia,, 
for  the  rolief  of  which,  neither  the  patient  (a  female, 
aged  64,)  nor  her  friends,  would  sanction  an  operation. 
After  all  other  measures  had  been  adopted,  by  the 
surgeon  in  attendance,  without  avail,  and  repeated 
stercoraceous  vomiting  taking  place,  a  grain  of  sotid 
opium  was  administered  every  two  hours,  with  tbe 
effect  of  not  only  allaying  the  Tomtting,  but  also 
(after  half  a  drachm  had  been  taken,)  of  inducing  free 
and  repeated  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  which  funetloB 
had  not  preriously  been  performed  for  fourteen  days. 
The  patient,  although  relieved  from  the  consequences 
of  the  hernia,  ultimately  sank  from  exhaustion,  the 
friends  pertinaciously  refusing  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. 

In  thus  briefly  advocating  the  powers  of  opium  in 
the  treatment  of  internal  inflammation,  I  must  agaiii 
repeat,  that  it  is  clinical  observation  alone  that  will 
suffice  to  demonstrate,  in  many  instances,  the  perticitlar 
time  and  circumstances  by  which  its  exhibition  must 
be  regulated.  When  calculated  to  benefit,  the 
relief  which  it  affords  is  often  immense,  while  on  the 
contrary,  if  given  under  disadvantageous  conditioner, 
its  injurious  effects  may  be  irreparable. 

(To  be  eontwued.) 


A  CASE  OF  DYSMENORRHOSA  IN  WHICH 
THJB  TINCTURE  OF  CANNABIS  INDICA 
WAS  EMPLOYED,  WITH  SOME  OBSERYA- 
TIONS  UPON  THAT  DRUG. 

By  BxHJAMiM  Baubow,  Fallow  of  the  Boyal  Medleo- 
Chirargical  Society,  of  London.  ' 

In  offering  the  following  observations  to  the  penMnI 
of  the  profession,  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  I  oon- 
sider  the  umal  effects  of  the  hemp  to  be  those  which 
eame  under.mj  notloe  in  the  case  In  which  I  employed 
it,  but  simply  that  they  are  tome  of  those  which  mey 
occur  and  cause  much  alarm  not  only  to  the  patient 
and  friends  but  also  to  the  medical  attendant.    It  le 


CANNABIS  INDICA  IN  OYSMBNORRHOSA. 


123 


mj  derin  in  giTlag  tlwie  detailt  to  pat  thoM  pruo. 
mioiiw»  who  nay  not  bftve  enplojod  tlM  eanimbis 
vpoB  tkeir  gnwd  m  to  its  admlniitntloiiy  tat  my  own 
purt  I  shall  not  again  give  it  in  any  eaao  wlionltt  tbe 
ntoms  ia  at  lkaU»  knowing  aa  I  now  do  what  may 
hafpen^  and  as  I  shall  preamtly  show,  bow  long  the 
nncomfoHable'and  palnftil  ■oniathma  abont  that  organ 
m^j  oontinae  after  its  exhibition. 

The  Cannabis  Indfca*  being  one  of  those  drags, 
the  nse  of  whish  has  been,  I  beUere^  very  limited,  and 
of  whieb  little  is  known,  it  may  be  Inteieating  to  some 
and  naefnl  to  others  of  omr  profession  to  hsTo  a  few 
partieslan  of  the  plant  and  preparation  laid  before 
them,  as  also  a  brief  outline  of  the  experience  of  those 
who  haTO  employed  it  as  a  medieinal  remedy.  I  find 
that  Dr.  Fereira*  to  whose  able  work  on  Materia 
Jfedicn  I  may  refer  for  fall  infonaatlon,  repreeenti 
the  Cannabis  Indies  as  poeseesing  no  qieoifio  qaali- 
ties  diifereat  from  tbe  Cannsbis  satif  a,  which  is,  as 
of  coarse  all  know,  the  common  hemp.  Some 
botanists  hare,  bowoTer,  staled  that  there  are  certain 
slight  diilerenees  in  the  growth  and  flowering  of  the 
plants.*  The  ordinary  dose  of  the  tinctare  prepared 
Ihm  these  pUmts  appears  to  be  from  ten  to  twenty 
drops;  in  some  cases  tvea  as  moch  as  a  drachm  has 
been  given,  and  witboot  producing  eflbcts  of  any  kind. 
Dr.  Fsreira,  as  well  as  others,  has  experimented  with 
(he  drag,  and  witnessed  Tarious  effects  in  different 
IndiTiduals^  but  none  exactly  similar  to  those  which 
were  present  in  the  case  I  shall  directly  relate.  The 
Indian  hemp  is  mentioned  as  caosing  a  very  agreeable 
kind  of  delirium,  augmented  appetite,  Tenereal  excite- 
ment, and  impaired  roliiion,  followed  by  insensibility, 
daring  which  the  patient  retains  any  position  in 
which  he  may  be  placed ;  iu  effects,  therefore,  simu- 
late catalepsy.  Dr.  W.  B.  O'Sbaughnessy,  of  Calcutu, 
hy  written  apon  this  subject,  and  his  obserTstions 
npon  these  preparations  may  be  consulted  with  ad  van. 
tage.  He  baa  described  their  effects  on  the  animal  sys. 
tern  in  health,  and  their  utility  in  the  treatment  of  tela- 
aasand  other  convulsive  disorders.  Dr.  J.  Clepdinuiog 
giTes  a  laroorable  account  of  the  drug,  and  says  *'  its 
exhlbitioii  was  followed  with  remarkably  few  excep- 
tioiu  by  manifest  effects  as  a  soporific  or  hypnotic  in 
coneiliatlng  sleep,  as  sn  anodyne  in  lulling  irritation, 
aa  an  antispasmodic  in  checking  cough  and  cramp,  and 
as  a  nerrine  stimulant  in  removing  languor  and 
anxiety.  These  effects  were  obserred  in  l>oth  acnte  and 
chronic  affeclionSiL  and  in  patients  of  all  ages  and  both 
sexes.  It  had  also  the  advantage  of  not  producing  the 
injarloos  effects  of  opium.  The  following  is  a  faithfhl 
reeord  of  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  case 
which  came  lately  under  my  care  :<— 

A  married  lady,  twenty-six  years  of  age,  of  a  thin 
spwe  habiC,  of  a  natorally  feeble  constitation,  and  who 
had  saSiNed  for  some  years  from  dysmenorrhosa,  the 
pain  at  theae  periods  being  of  a  more  than  ordinary 
esvere  ohaiaeter,  requested  my  attendance  in  conse* 
qneooe  of  the  extreme  suffering  with  which  the  last 
period  was  ashered  in.    On  previoas  occasions,  I  had 


•  Tbe"Botanleal  Magaslae,**VoLil  ,N.S., gives  afiill 
doseriptlea  of  these  pleats,  by  Dr.  Hooker. 


only  been  able  in  any  way  to  alleviate  her  saffsiings, 
by  administering  very  large  qoantiiles  of  oplaip.  or 
morphine,  both  of  whioh  remedies  .had  been  given  jbi 
every  form,  buthad  beeome  so  obnoxious  to  my  patient, 
indndng  excessive  nausea  and  vomiting,  which  fre- 
qoently  lasted  for  many  sabseqomt  days,  that  I  deter- 
mined to  make  trial  ia  tUs  instance  of  tbe  tinotnre  of  the 
Cannabis  Indies,  my  attention  having  been  directed  to 
this  rsflssdy  and  Its  nse  recommended,  by  a  mach  valued 
and  prefeeslonal  Mend.  I  therefore  immediately  .gave 
five  drops  for  a  fiiet  dose ;  in  two  hours  the  same  qaantity 
was  again  g^ven,  and  In  three  boors  five  additional; 
so  that  in  the  course  of  five  hoars  not  more  than 
fifteen  drops  were  taken.  That  this  quantity  was  not 
exceeded  I  am  certain,  since  I  took  the  precaution  of 
myself  dropping  the  doses  into  separate  glasees  before 
I  quitted  tbe  ^patient  Some  ease  waa  experienced 
after  the  last  dose,  and  I  found  my  patient  tolerably 
comfortable  la  the  afteraoon,  but  somewhat  dreway,  ot 
which  I  took  no  particular  notice,  knowing  she  had 
passed  but  a  restless  night 

She  rose  at  five  o'clock,  and  went  down  stain  to 
dinner  at  six,  at  which  meal  she  ate  about  as  asaal, 
and  drank  one  glass  of  wine.  A  degree  of  Incoherence 
of  manner  and  speech  wss  observed  by  her  Atmily 
during  the  meal,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards 
she  1>eoame  violently  sick  and  vomited,  being  at  the 
same  time  altogether  unconscious;  the  extremitiesimd 
body  became  cold,  and  when  I  saw  her  she  was  perfeetly 
pulseless,  the  eyes  wide  open  and  staring,  the  pupils 
somewhat  contracted  and  quite  insensible  to  the 
strongest  light,  with  strong  convulsions  of  tbe  whole 
frame,  and  involuntary  twitchingsof  the  muscles,  which 
symptoms  remained  for  a  day  or  two  whether  awake. or 
asleep.  This  state  of  complete  insensibility,  I  might 
almost  say  of  lifelessness,  lasted  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  Warm  brandy  and  water,  sal  volatile,  and  warmth 
to  the  extremities  and  abdomen  had  the  effect  of 
recalling  the  circulation,  and  allaying  tbe  other  formid- 
able symptoms,  but  there  remained  during  the  whole 
night  a  partial  state  of  nneonsciousness,  as  also  the 
other  symptoms  in  a  milder  degree.  The  pulse,  which 
varied  from  100  to  140  or  150  was  extremely  feeble,  and 
intermitted  firom  time  to  time  during  the  following 
two  days. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  of  the  case,  than  that 
the  recovery  went  on  progressively  under  the  careful 
administration  of  stimulants,  although  the  pains  and 
uncomfortable  sensations  about  the  uterus  snd  lis 
appendages  continued  for  a  fortnight  or  longer,  which 
I  can  only  attribute  to  the  medicine^'  as  she  had  never 
suffered  in  a  similar  way  at  the  termination  of.  any 
former  menstrual  period.  Warm  baths  and  optum 
plaster  over  the  hypogastric  region,  with  occasional 
small  doses  of  hyoscyamus  with  camphor  mixture, 
tended  to  relieve  these  last  remaining  symptoms. 

There  are  a  few  observations  which  it  may  be  aseful 
to  make  before  concluding,  but  which  I  shall  say  in 
as  few  words  aa  possible. 

The  subject  of  the  above  case  had  never  suffered  at 
any  time  of  her  life  from  any  description  of  IKl  or 
cerebral  affection,   and  her  heart,  so  far  as  exteraal 
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eittidiMtioa  c«a  pro? •»  to  fnt  tnm  aU  dtoeaae ;  ao  Ihat 
Ihe  failing  of  the  ciieaUUon  to  completely  may  faiily 
be  attiibated  to  the  eifeets  of  the  cannabis.  There  it 
one  point  parUcularly  worthy  of  note^->Tiz.,  the  length 
of  Ume  that  the  tymptomt  came  on  after  the  adminit* 
tration  of  the  medicine;  and  I  woald  atk,  had  the 
remained  qaiet  in  therecnmbentpotltion^woaldthe  more 
▼iolent  tymptomt  hare  been  avoided  f  Upon  all  those 
pointi  whith  appear  of  interest,  and  opnn  the  effects 
which  others  have  obserTcd  to  follow  the  ezhibidon 
of  the  cannabis,  I  am  mott  anzioas  to  learn  their 
experience;  and  in  order  to  gain  such  information^ 
I  have  been  indaced  to  lay  thns  at  length  before  the 
readers  of  the  Provincial  Jmtmah  the  foregoing  case 
and  obterTationt;  and  feeling,  moreover,  as  I  do, 
most  strongly,  that  it  is  the  doty  of  every  man  to  give 
to  his  professional  brethren  the  advantage  of  his  ex- 
perience, which  important  object  this  Journal  is 
to  well  calculated  to  carry  out 
Clifton,  February,  1847. 


CASE  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM  TREATED 
BY  COMPRESSION. 

By  AuBsnT  Nappbr,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Guildford. 

Mr.  M  k,  aged  70  years,  a  healthy  looking  man, 
of  tall  spsre  frame  and  temperate  habits,  consulted  roe  on 
the  23nl  of  August,  1846,  for  a  swelling  In  the  left  ham. 
On  examinatiou,  I  discovered  a  tumour  about  the  size 
of  a  hen's  eggi  soft  and  yielding  in  the  flexed  position 
of  the  limb,  but  tense  and  elastic  when  in  an  extended 
state,  and  projecting  considerably  beyond  the  level  of 
the  flexor  tendons.  He  had  first  noticed  it  about  six 
weeks  before,  when  it  was  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  it 
had  gradually  increased  to  the  present  size.  The  land 
which  he  farms  is  in  some  parts  very  steep,  aod  he 
attributes  the  Injury  to  the  strain  on  the  limbs  in 
climbing  the  hills.  By  careful  examination,  a  distinct 
pulsation  can  be  felt  in  the  tumour,  which  becomes 
flaccid  on  compressing  the  femoral  artery.  No  bellows- 
murmur  can  be  detected,  and  the  pulsation  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  femoral  artery  is  very  weak. 

25th.  Applied  a  moderately  thick  piece  of  sole 
leather,  previoubly  softened  in  hot  water,  over  the 
popliteal  space,  extending  about  six  inches  above  and 
below  the  joint,  and  four  inches  wide,  and  a  similar 
piece  on  each  side,  so  as  to  envelope  the  limb,  with 
the  exception  of  a  narrow  space  on  the  upper  surface, 
over  which  a  bandage,  sufficiently  tight  to  obtain  an 
exact  mould  of  the  inclosed  parts.  Is  not  to  be  con- 
fined, but  directed  to  abstain  from  much  exercise. 

S7th.  Removed  the  leathers,  which  were  well  adapted 
to  the  joint;  but  as  that  covering  the  tumour  did  not 
appear  to  possess  sufficient  resistance,  it  was  lined  with 
several  layers  of  lint,  steeped  in  a  mixture  of  white  of 
egg  and  flour,  and  over  that  a  thin  piece  of  leather, 
to/tened  In  hot  water,  and  again  adjusted  as  before. 

SOth.  Removed  the  splints;  the  lower  one  is  now 
firm  and  resitting  as  a  board,  and  has  a  complete 
mould  of  the  tomonr. 

Sept.  1st.  The  splints  were  again  removed,  and  the 
tumonr  fo  and  in  much  the  same  state. 


6tb.  Finding  no  abecatloB,  I  detaminad  on  tiyisg 
the  effect  of  direct  preatore  on  the  tvmoar;  I  theot- 
fore  plaoed  upon  the  swelUng  taveiml  layers  of  liat» 
steeped  In  white  of  agg  and  flour,  to  the  thlakaeta  af 
half  an  Inch  or  more,  and  again  applied  the  tplinta 
firmly.  Up  to  thit  time  he  hai  continued  to  ride  on 
horteback,  but  it  now  to  be  confined  to  the  hooae. 

8tb.  Tightened  the  bandaga  wlthont  removing  the 
splints. 

13th.  Finding,  on  removal  of  the  tplinta,  that  the 
compress  had  only  had  the  effect  of  flattaning  the 
tumour,  in  which  the  pulsation  la  still  to  be  felt,  I 
determined  on  applying  a  more  effeotnal  compfUM.  I 
therefore  placed  the  half  of  a  wine  oorfc,  split  longitu- 
dinally, just  above  the  depression  In  the  splint,  ear- 
responding  with  the  tamour,  and'  covured  It  with  Hat 
steeped  aa  before,  in  white  of  egg  and  flour,  ao  aa  to 
obtain  a  direct  preasura  on  the  artery,  immediatelj 
abore  the  aack.  The  splints  were  then  a^juated  aa 
before,  but  with  the  addition  of  three  or  four  broad 
tapes  with  buckles,  firmly  stitched  to  the  lower  epUnt 
to  prevent  any  displacement,  and  which  I  afterwards 
found  to  he  much  more  effectual  than  the  bandago 
alone.  Assuming  that,  from  the  prtssure  alruadj 
applied  for  tlie  space  of  seventeen  days,  during  which 
time  the  patient  had  not  been  restricted  from  exeedaa 
of  the  limb,  the  collateral  circulation  was  somewhat 
established,  I  applied  the  splints  by  meaaa  of  the 
tape  straps,  sufficiently  tight  to  nearly  or  quite  obstruct 
the  circulation  through  the  sac,  but  before  leaving  my 
patient,  who  resides  at  some  distanoe  from  me»  I  gave 
instructions  to  his  wife  at  to  the  management,  in  the 
case  of  the  limb  assuming  a  state  of  venous  tuigeeeeBce. 
He  is  now  directed  to  keep  tlie  recumbent  posture. 

15tb.  Appears  to  be  doing  well.  His  wife  informed 
me  that  within  an  hour  after  I  left  him  on  the  IStb, 
the  leg  became  exceedingly  turgid  and  of  a  deep  purple 
hoe,  accompanied  with  numbness  and  loss  of  tem- 
perature,  but  through  her  judicious  treatment,  this  waa 
subdued  by  slightly  loosening  the  lower  strap,  ahd 
applying  friction  with  warm  fomentations.  From  this 
time  no  alteration  was  made  except  an  occasional 
tightening  of  the  straps,  until-* 

Ocu  3rd.  Removed  the  splints;  tumour  much  di- 
minished and  fiaccid,  but  no  pulsation  to  be  detected; 
a  small  vessel  is  felt  pulsating  over  its  surface.  The 
ends  of  the  cork,  from  being  left  too  sharp,  have  pro- 
duced slight  excoriations  of  the  skin.  This  waa 
rectified,  and  the  compress  adjusted  as  before. 

lltb.  Removed  the  splints;  tumour  much  dimin- 
isbed ;  compress  reapplied  as  before. 

15th.  The  cork  compress  was  now  replaced  with  one 
made  of  tow  wrapped  In  lint;  the  tumonr  scarcely  to 
be  felt 

18th.  Continues  to  Improve;  he  nowwalkaont  every 
day. 

Nov.  27th.  The  leather  splinU  producing  but  littla 
inconvenience,  have  been  worn  to  the  present  time, 
though  I  believe  for  the  last  month  they  have  been  quite 
unnecessary.  They  are  now  removed,  and  a  simple 
bandage  applied.  The  artery  can  be  felt  as  a  hard 
cord  in  the  recent  situation  of  the  tumour,  and  tho 
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HuH  tmmI  Abore  aHnded  to,  pultating  immediately 
OTer  it 

Jtoaary  23nd,  1847.  On  yUiting  Mr.  M to  day, 

I  found  him  as  well  aa  before  tbe  occurrence  of 
the  aneurism.  A  distinct  pulsation  can  be  felt  in  Ibe 
anterior  and  posterior  tibial  arteriei. 

TlM  difBcttlty  cxperieboed  to  idl  the  caMs  hitherto 
rsportedy  of  keeping  the  compress  on  the  femoral  artery, 
and  the  pate  prodaced  by  Its  pressors  on  the  saphenns 
and  Vrnaeiiaa  of  the  emral  nerres^  Indneed  me  to  try 
the  above  method  of  eompressing  the  artery  on  the 
popliteal  spaee ;  bnt  had  I  felt  disposed  to  treat  my 
pattont  by  means  of  any  of  the  Ingeiflons  eontriranees 
infenled  for  the  purpose,  I  should  probably  hare  failed, 
owing  to  the  distanee  (seven  mlles^  ftt  which  he  resides 
from  tna.  The  complete  success  of  th«  abore  simple 
melhod  of  treatment  I  trust  win  be  a  so  Aelvnt  apology 
^T  my  offering  it  to  the  notice  of  the  profiesoiony  and 
though  It  may  not  be  applicable  in  erery  case,I  beliere 
in  iho  msjority  of  oaies  seen  In  an  early  stage  It  will 
be  Ibond  toeoessftil.  I  think  an  ImproTement  might 
bcmado  by  removing  a  portion  of  the  splint,  eorres* 
posdliig  with  the  seat  of  prtosore,  jost  laige  enough 
to  mdmll  the  pad  of  a  toomlqoet,  by  which  means  any 
tmtmtkt  of  prsssnre  mi|jhi  be  applied  whhoot  a  posai- 
Ulitj  of  the  least  displaoement  of  the  compress,  and 
with  a  little  oontriTaneo,  aoenrisnw  in  other  altostions 
m%ht  be  similarly  treated. 

ft  is  worthy  of  reiMrfc,  that  daring  the  whole  oourse 
of  traatBoat  the  poUent  soflbrsd  no  pain,  though  I  now 
beHovo  the  pressors  was  kept  op  eonaiderably  longer 
than  was  necessary.  He  also  during  the  whole  time 
•mOM  orery  morning  into  an  a4)otoing  room,  and 
back  in  tbo  oveiilog,  and  was  allowed  to  vary  his 
porfttott  to  bed  as  ho  Mt  disposed. 

GoikUbrd,  Jannaiy  S7, 1847. 


CA8B  OF  SUPPLEMENTARY  SPLEEN,  CAUS- 
ING  DEATH  VBQM  THE  PATIENT  BEING 
PLACED'  IN  THE  SUPINE  POSITION,  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF  A  FRACTURED  THIGH. 

By  W.  H.  BAimiBTOQB,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to 
the  Northern  Hospital,  LiTcrpool. 

May  5th,  1845,  James  Hughes,  aged  53,  a  groom,  of 
temperate  habits,  was  admitted  into  the  Northern  Hos- 
pital under  my  care.  While  exercising  a  horse,  a  short 
time  before  hli  admlsiion,  the  animal  reared,  and  fell 
npon  him;  he  was  immediately  brought  to  the  bos- 
pitaly  and  found  to  hare  a  simple  fractnr^  of  the  le/t 
thigh,  which  was  put  up  in  tbe  nsnal  way  with  tbe 
long  splint  He  went  on  Tery  well  for  two  or  three 
dajSy  when  he  complained  much  of  pain  in  the  back, 
which  was  relicTcd  by  placing  a  pillow  under  it.  In 
the  erening  he  complained  of  swelling  of  the  abdomen, 
which  was  tympanitic,  but  free  from  pain.  Tho  bowels 
bad  not  been  opened  since  the  accident.  A  turpentine 
injection^  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  turpentine 
fomentaUons  to  the  abdomen  were  prescribed.  Tbe 
enema  returned  without  bringing  away  any  foBcal 
mattery  bat  there  was  a  free  di86harge  of  flatus. 

Next  day,  May  8th,  the  tympanitis  continued ;  he  had 


▼omiting  and  occasional  hiccough ;  no  pain  or  tender« 
ness  of  the  abdomen ;  countenance  depressed ;  pulse 
not  much  accelerated,  and  of  good  strength;  urine 
rather  diminished  in  qnantUy,  bat  not  considerably  so ; 
tongue  moist;  thirst.  A  large  quantity  of  warm  water 
with  some  turpentine  was  thrown  into  the  colon  with 
the  long  tube;  it  immediately  returned  without  any 
fecal  matter,  but  occasioned  an  escape  of  flatus,  which 
afforded  some  relief.  Afterwards  five  grains  of  calomel 
were  given,  and  repeated  in  three  hours ;  this  allayed 
the  vomiting  for  a  time,  but  did  not  produce  any  ctscu. 
ation.  He  says  that  scTcral  years  prcTious  he  was 
affected  in  a  similar  way,  and  that  the  constipation 
continued  for  fire  or  six  days,  the  greater  part  of  which 
time  he  was  obliged  to  lie  on  his  back  in  eonsequence 
of  an  injury.  A  dose  of  castor  oil  and  turpentine  was 
giren,  but  immediately  rejected  by  tbe  stomach.  He 
continued  to  get  worse ;  the  Tomiiing  and  hiccough  were 
incessant  Espresiing  a  derire  to  be  placed  on  the 
nigbtchair,  his  wish  was  acceded  to,  but  nothing  was 
passed. 

On  the  morning  of  tbe  10th  the  long  tube  was  again 
used,  it  passed  up  freely,  and  a  Tery  large  injection  of 
•warm  water  and  turpentine  was  given.  On  the 
injection  returning  there  was  a  pretty  free  disebaigo  of 
dark^M>loored  fluid  fmoes.  The  vomiting  and  hiocongh 
continued,  but  were  temporarily  relieved  by  ether  and 
opium,  and  tbe  bowels  acted  pretty  freely  several 
times.  He  beoaae  gradually  worse,  and  died  on 
Monday,  ISth.  For  tbe  last  two  days  it  was  reqvhile 
to  draw  off  his  nrine,  which  was  abundantly  secreted. 
The  vomiting,  hiccough,  and  tympanitis,  continued  to 
the  last,  but  without  pain  or  tenderness  of  tbe  abdomen. 

Avtopsy,  Intestines  generally  distended  ;  no  traces 
of  peritonitis.  On  pushing  the  small  bowels  on  one 
side,  a  tumour  about  the  size  of  a  ducVs  egg  was 
observed  lying  on  tbe  pelvis,  and  connected  with  tho 
great  omentum,  which  it  dragged  down,  and  formed  a 
band  of  cord  which  passed  in  front  of  the  large  bowel 
at  the  commencement^of  the  rectum,  pressing  it  against 
the  posterior  part  of  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  When  on 
his  back 'the  tumour  would  necessarily  fall  into  tho 
carity  of  the  pelvis,  and  cause  the  cord  of  the  omentum 
above  described  to  exert  so  much  pressure  on  the 
bowel  as  to  impede  lu  functions.  On  fbrther  exami- 
nation the  tumour  was  found  to  be  a  supplementary 
spleen,  enclosed  between  tbe  layers  of  the  omentum, 
and  receiving  for  its  supply  one  of  the  divisions  of  the 
splenic  artery,  which  in  fact  divided  into  two  branches, 
one  to  each  spleen. 

Tbe  above  case  is  chiefly  interesting  in  a  physio- 
logical  point  of  view.  Pathologically  regarded,  (beyond 
the  clrcnmsunce  of  death  being  caused  by  the  pressure 
of  the  contracted  portion  of  the  great  omentum 0  it 
possesses  no  feature  of  practical  interest,  as  there  were 
no  means  of  ascertaining  that  this  pressure  was  caused 
by  the  position  of  the  patient,  and  that  of  the  supple, 
mentary  spleen.  It  is,  however,  interesting,  as  being 
one  fsot  more  added  to  the  list  of  anomalous  cases  of 
the  kind  on  record.  Singularly  enough  accidental 
change  of  posture  en  the  part  of  the  patient  would 
have  removed  the  mechanical  obstruction,  and  saved 
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li/e,  M  it  seent  to  bate  done  in  the  previoiiB  attack  of 
ooDitipation.  The  existence  of  acceesorj  spleens  is  « 
wdl-known  physiological  fact;  their  occurreneey  how- 
ever. It  Tory  rare ;  their  Tarieties  are  namerons,  and 
they  are  usually  found  in  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
oi^gan,  not  far  from  the  fissure  either  in  the  gastro- 
splenic  ligament,  or,  as  was  the  case  in  the  present 
instance,  in  the  great  omentum.  Their  form  is  com- 
monly round.  That  found  in  this  case  was  in  shape 
precisely  like  that  of  the  spleen  itself, and  that  it  was 
identical  in  structure  will  appear  from  the  following 
statement,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Inman,  who 
waa  so  kind  as  to  examine  it  microscopically  forme:*- 
**  The  spleen  yon  exhibited  last  night  possesses  con- 
clusive prooili  of  identity  in  the  peculiar  disposition 
of  the  arleriea  and  reins  in  its  tissue,  in  its  well-marked 
fibrous  and  trabecular  character,  and  the  remains  of 
the  Malpighian  corpuscles,  in  the  existence  of  a  few 
distinct  granules  with  the  remains  of  others,  and  in 
the  ooaplete  absence  of  anything  like  a  microscopic 
ooU-ftmotare." 


DISSECTION  OF  THE  BARS  OF  A  DEAF  AND 

DUMB  PATIENT. 

TO  TllB  BDITOB  OF  TRB  PROVINCIAL  MlDICAL  AND 

SUmOI0AI»  JOVWLXAh, 

Sis, 
I  beg  to  enclose  the  notes  of  a  dissection  of  the  ears 
of  a  deaf  and  dumb  patient,  which  were  kindly  sent  to 
me  by  Mr.  Crosse,  to  whom  I  beg  to  return  ny  sincere 
thanks  for  the  opportunity  he  has  afforded  me  of  inves- 
tigating the  pathology  of  the  ear;  foi  I  feel  confident 
that  the  only  way  of  throwing  light  upon  the  nature  of 
deafoest;  is  to  make  extended  researches  into  the 
Tarious  morbid  changes  which  take  place  in  the  organ 

of  bearing. 

Yours,  very  faithfully, 

JOSEPH  TOYNBEE. 
12,  Argyll  Place,  London, 
Feb.  19,  1847. 
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N0TB8  OF  THB  CASB  BY  MR.  CROSSE. 

The  patient  was  47  years  old,  or  thereabouts,  when 
he  died;  he  was  deaf  and  therefore  dumb  from  birth; 
his  intellect  was  good  enough  for  Lim  to  support  him- 
self for  many  years  as  a  weaver ^  but  about  fifteen 
years  dnce  he  was  so  reduced  as  to  enter  a  Union 
House,  and  after  being  there  five  years  showed  such  a 
degree  of  mental  derangement  that  he  jras  placed  in  a 
pauper-lunatic  Asylum,  where  he  remained  until  be 
died*  He  was  for  a  time  very  maniacal,  but  snbse- 
queotiy  became  quiet,  and  was  subject  only  to  occa- 
sional attacks,  making  himself  very  useful  in  the 
asylum  iif  the  intervals.  I  found  the  cerebrum  very 
Tascular  on  posi-martem  inspection  ;  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  vessels,  situated  chiefly  in  the  medullary  substance, 
discharging  their  blood  on  a  section  being  made.  The 
cerebellum  was  not  more  vascular  than  is  healthy.  I 
observed  no  other  anormal  state  of  the  auditory 
apparatus.  The  calvarium  I  still  retain,  hut  shall  be 
glad  to  send  it  up,  if  required,  that  it  may  be  joined  to 
the  rest,  of  the  bones  of  the  head,  to  show  the  actual 


siae  of  the  brain-box,  whioli  indicates  that  tka  bcBfai 
was  altogether  of  ntther  smaller  sase  than  is  nsoal. 

«*  J.  O.'  CR088S. 
<<  Norwich,  Febmary  1, 1847.*' 

VIWBOnON. 

Right  JS€r.^->TlM  mttOus  esteFPOis  is  fell  otenwmmt 
of  a  dark-brown  oolo«r« 

The  memAmNB  tywtpimi  is  of  a  d«ll  wbito,  and  somt- 
what  thiofcar  than  natvraL  The  oplthellnm  covering 
its  external  snrftMe  Is  denser  than  nsnal,  and  lis  iBtenial 
mneoas  layer  thtek  and  soft.  The  middle  proper  mam- 
brane  is  also  liyyoftrepliied*  Thecavltieaofthotya* 
paaam  and  the  maatoid  oolis  on  eomplolsly  filled  wlA  a 
seorscioB  oi  a  leaden  vhlta  oolonr;  it  is  thiok,  and  in 
some  parts  rathor  Tiseid.  Upon  ailcnMoopIc  ezamln*' 
tion  it  waa  ohsorrad  to  oonalst  principally  of  pna-^to- 
bulos  pervaded  with  grannlas,  ebaraeteristio  of  aonofii* 
fuloQs  matter* 

The  mnoons  mambrano  of  the  tympanic  oavityU 
mudi  thicker  than  nalaval.  It  Is  vary  soft  and  owrtahw 
large  tortnons  roasais  fell  of  dark  ooiooffad<^blood« 
ossicles  are  quite .  anvalopod,  and  In  a  great 
concealed  from  vlow,^  this Ikiekmantbfana.  Tbaonljr 
part  of  the  stapes  dlaeamible.  Is  thopoint  where  it  joina 
with  the  incus. 

The  EastaahlAn  tobo  is  harilhj. 

The  auditory  nerve  and  eodhlaa  appear  qvltakeallhj; 
the  fiuid  In  the  Testibnla  and  aamieiionlar  oanak  ia 
quite  tranaparent,  but  the  mambtaaaBs  labyryntii  ia 
rather  thicker  than  natnral,aBd  ondar  the  nricroaaapo 
it  is  seen  to  oontain  nnmerons  blood>vsmsls ;  tho  snpo. 
rior  semidronlar  canal  is  faMomplsAa  at  its  pnalarior 
half,  and  the  posterior  canal  Is  almost  wliolly  ahasnf 

The  left  ear  is  in  a  simUar  stale  to  the  right,  ezoeptlng 
that  the  external  meatus  is  slightly  oontmoted,and  tho 
lajer  of  bone  separating  it  from  tho  oavity  of  the  maa- 
toid  cells  is  partially  absorbed  at  the  posterior  snrfeco 
of  iu  internal  extremity  for  a  space  of  Af  or  six  Unas 
in  oircumference.  The  mentbrana  oovariog  thie  por- 
tion of  hone,  which  from  iu.  two-fold  fenetiaDs  may  be 
called  the  cotaneo-porinsteal  membrane,  is  thick  and 
vascular,  and  its  blood-vessels  directly  oommonleata 
with  those  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  tho  nustoid 
cells. 

I  have  observed  an  absorpUon  of  the  layer  of  bono 
between  the  external  meatus  and  mastoid  cells  in  other 
instances,  and  in  one  dissection  the  oeramen  was 
found  projecting  from  the  cavity  of  the  meatus  into  tho 
mastoid  cells.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  absorption  of 
the  bone  is  catised  by  the  constant  pressure  of  hardened 
cerumen.  Tho  superior  semicircular  canal  was  almost 
wholly  wanting.  As  some  dissections  of  tho  ear  of 
deaf  and  dumb  patients  have  been  recorded  in  tho 
Medxco-Chirurgictd  TnauaeHon^  I  have  thonght  it  beat 
to  lay  before  the  Medioo-Chirurgical  Sode^  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  condition  ot  tho  semidronlar 
canals,  accompanied  by  drawings. 

Observatiatu.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  eanso 
of  deafness  in  the  patient  from  whom  the  eats  wore 
taken  wss  the  deficiency  of  the  semicircular  oaoals,  bat 
it  is  interesting  to  notice  the  thickened  condition  of  the 
mncoos  momhrano  of  the  tympanlooavi^t  and  tho 
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Vwmntn  of  the  poralent  amtter.  From  the  disa^Rlont 
I  bAve  mtdib  during  the  l<it  seven  or  eight  yean, 
wUoh  emottiit  at  the  preeent  time  to  nine  hundred  and 
ejfw%  St  is  qnHe  appareot  diat  the  meet  fieqaent  canae 
of  doaftieea  ia  a  morbid  eonditkm  of  the  tympanic 
mMQttfrmeBihffaBe.  In  aome  inataaoea  there  are  bands, 
eoaneotiog  varions  parts  of  the  tympanie  oavity  together, 
and  paoTenting  the  natural  asotiona  of  the  eaaicola  and 
■oabraaa  tympani;  in  others  the  caiity  ia  nearly 
llUed'hj  the  tliickened  membrane^  and  Tery  often  there 
are  Urge  qoantitieaof  thick  Tiaoid  matter,  whloh  I  have 
oveiy  reason  to  belieTO  may  remain  for  many  yeara  if 
not  aEseted  by  medicinal  agenta.  ▲  great  nomber  of 
caaea  of  this  kind  originate  in  acrofaloaa  inflamma- 
tion. It  is  also  interesting  to  remark  how  rarely  the 
Eostachian  tube  is  aifeoted.  I  hope  ere  long  to  lay  before 
the  medical  profession  the  resalts  of  soom  of  my  later 
Investigationa  into  the  natore  and  treatment  of  diseases 
of  theear. 

QUEEN'S  HOSFTTAU  BIRMINGHAM. 


CUNICAL    REPORTS  OP   SURGICAL    CASES 

UNDER  THE   TREATMENT    OF    WILUAM 

SANDS  COX,  ESa 

By  FviSK  HiMOSsa  Bm»,  mm  of  the'  Resident 

niemeai  vmcen* 
(•■eiisHinsii  ywOT  ^ayv    «vv*j 
Caas  XXIII. 
hOWff9  ov  mm  facs  . 

Tbomaa  Meas,  aged  18,  timnan,  of  stramons 
diathaiis»admitted  aaoni-patlentatthe  Qaeen's  Hospital, 
April  IM,  1846,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  WIIHam  Sands 
Cox.  He  atatea  thai  abont  Oreo  years  ago  he  first 
obeervod  tiro  or  three  asBall  pimples  on  the  noetril  of 
the  loll  side  of  the  noeoh  and  one  also  appeared  about 
the  aaaao  time  on  the  right  side ;  they  bant  and  formed 
sesboy  and  orer  aiooe  the  dieease  baa  gradnally  increased 
and  involTod  the  other  parts ;  haa  had  swelling  of  the 
sabmajjllary  and  cerfical  glands  for  aome  time;  has 
alwaya  enjoyed  good  health ;  his  parents  are  both 
alive  and  in  good  health,  as  are  alio  bis  brothers  and 
sisters;  ia  rather  aabject  to  eoagh  $  has  spit  blood. 

Fnsem  tlofe.— There  is  a  large  patch  of  niceration 
invohing  both  aim  of  the  nose  sbd  septum,  which  are 
more  or  lesa  eaten  away,  on  the  left  side  to  a  greater 
eateni  than  on  the  right;  the  upper  lip  ia  much 
thtcioenody  and  is  attacked  with  this  nleeration ;  he  has 
•also  m  large  patch  on  the  left  cheek,  larger  in  extent 
than  tho  bottom  of  a  wine-glasa,  and  also  one  under 
tlie  ebin,  which  le  paifly  oorered  by  desquamations  of 
the  entfele.  Tho  uieeratlon  ia  superficial  and  of  a 
duaky  rod  oolour,  and  secretes  a  thin  pus  wliich  driea 
in  some  placoa  and  Ibrma  aeidw;  the  edges  of  the 
vkeralloa  are  tnberculated  and  the  interior  preaents 
eeveral  email  depreaslons  filled  with  matter.  H  e  has  also 
an  abeeasa  of  a  atrumoua  nature  on  tho  back  of  the  hand 
which  haa  been  three  years  in  coming;  it  discharges  a 
tUn  fiaky  ^e;  he  haa  three  glandular  swellings  of 
ISfftrfsoMtaaled  widoff  tho  immm  of  the  )av  on  die 


left  side ;  bowels  open ;  appetite  good;  tongue  dean ; 
complains  of  slight  cough ;  the  ulcerations  in  the  face 
feel  hot ;  has  sometimes  a  little  pain  in  them,  bat  ia 
geueraHy  fne  from  it. 

R.  Infasi  CaacariU«,  oz.  iss.,  tor  die.  To  hare  the 
Uug.  Zinci  on  lint  applied  to  the  wounds,  and  a  poultica 
applied  to  the  abscess. 

dOth.  Rather  better ;  the  parts  do  not  feel  so  hot;  in 
no  pain.    To  hare  the  abscess  strapped  with  iodide  of- 
lead  plaster. 

Hay  5th.  The  olceraUon  is  not  spreading  but  ia 
rather  smaller;  there  is  a  slight  discharge  from  soaso 
parts  of  the  surface. 

16th.  Better  in  all  respects ;  ulceration  healing  and 
is  certainly  less;  abscess  of  the  hand  smaller;  health 
improTcd. 

22Dd.  The  ulceration  is'  healing  and  getting  into  a 
much  smaller  compass;  it  haa  not  broken  out  in  any 
fresh  place;  abscess  of  hand  decreasing  in  size;  health 
good. 

27th.  Doing  well ;  the  ulcerations  are  getting  smaller 
leaving  behind  them  a  livid  red  cicatrix ;  the  patoh  on 
the  upper  lip  is  quite  healed  over. 

Jaly  8(h.  Much  the  same;  the  large  patoh  on  the 
oheek  is  healing  rapidly-;  he  had  a  few  daya  ago  a 
violent  attack  of  hsimoptysls  accompanied  with  much 
cough;  haa  got  thinner  lately;  sweats  much  in  tho 
morning;  flushes  at  times ;  pulse  90. 

Ik  Syr,  Papav.  Alb.,  Oxym.  SMee,  utrq.  os.  as. ;  Inf. 
Ross».  Co.*  ad  OB.  V).  M.  SuoMt  ox. }.  tor  die. 

July  90th.  Rather  better;  cough  eaaler;  expectoraloa 
a  good  deal  of  grsenish  spuu ;  had  a  slight  ntnni 
of  the  spitUng  of  blood  this  morning. 

30th.  Better;  cough  eader;  the  patch  on  the  cheek 
is  nearly  healed  over;  that  on  the  nose  is  quite  so ;  hia 
face  is  much  disfigured  by  the  Uvid-red  cicatrices  left 
behind. 

Aug.  37tb.  He  has  not  made  his  appearance  at  the 
hospital  lately,  so  that  we  may  infer  that  he  is  satisfied 
with  his  present  state. 

Lopus  belongs  to  the  order  tabercula.  Rayer 
describes  two  varieties  of  this  disease,  namely,  lopus 
exedens,  and  lopus  non-exedens,  to  which  M.  Biett  ' 
adds  a  third,— lupus  with  hypertrcphy.  The  first  of 
these  ulcerates  from  the  surface  inwards  and  leaves 
deep  excavatione;  the  second  spreads  and  ulcerates 
horisontally ;  the  third  rarely  ulcerates  at  all*  The 
two  lattdT  are  tubercular  diseases,  and  are  compara- 
tively rare  in  this  country. 

Tho  lopus  exedens  is  a  frightlbl  disease,  dlfilcult  o^ 
cure,  and  when  cured  leaving  beliind  it  more  or  leaa 
deformity.  Mr.  Plombe*  doubts  whether  this  form  is 
strictly  of  tubercular  origin.  It  is  in  fact  a  chronic 
cutaneous  infiammation  of  a  pecuUar  character,  at 
once  indolent  and  Irritable,  but  often  for  a  tiose  devoid 
of  pain,  of  a  lif  id  oolour,  commencing  generally  in  a 
small  portion  of  the  alss  of  the  nose,  or  the  circum^- 
fcrence  of  the  nostril,  and  apeedily  tending  Co 
phagedenic  ulceration;    it  commonly  extends  to  the 

•  Oa  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Id,  M. 
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upper  lip,  and  in  tbis  case  the  nitlileie  insider  had 
•llaeked  the  chin  and  oheeks. 

or  the  eantes  of  tbis  diseaae  little  is  kneirn.  Tonng 
persons  of  a  scrofeloas  habit  appear  mere  sniiject  to 
this  frigbtAil  disease  than  others.  It  has,  howoTer, 
been  seen  to  attack  persons  appanntly  of  the  soondest 
eonstitation ;  in  this  ease  tbe  patient  was  without  doabt 
aflieted  with  tobercolar  phthisis.  It  is  common  in 
jonng  and  preTioasly  healthy  women  from  the  age  of 
16  to  30.  It  is  not  contagious.  This  disease  is  often 
treated  with  etcbarotic  applications,  such  as  the 
chloride  of  zinc,  arsenions  acid,  &c.  &c. ;  but  this  case 
got  well  under  the  simple  application  of  the  ointment 
of  the  oxide  nf  zinc,  with  a  tonic  medicine. 

lliis  disease  has  often  been  most  inexcusably  con- 
founded with  syphilis,  and  has  been  aggravated  by 
mercurial  sallTsUon.  In  syphilis  there  can  always  be 
traced,  at  least  a  concatenation  of  secondary  symptoms 
previously  developed,  and  this  disease  usually  eom- 
mencing  from  within,  the  cartilages  suffering  6rst$  and 
the  uleeration  has  a  speoifie  character.  In  lupua,  on 
the  contrary,  the  disease  appears  in  persons  who  have 
generally  enjoyed  good  health,  and  in  whom  neither 
primary  nor  aecondary  symptoms  have  made  their 
appearance ;  and  it  appears  as  a  livid  red>  not  a 
copper-coloured  eruption. 

Cass  XXIY. 

PABTIAL  LUXATION  OV  THS  AMKLB-JOIMT. 

ThMua  Forton,  aged  SS^  earmao,  admittad  on  the 
evening  of  ikuguM  3rd,  I84&  He  siktoa  that  abaot 
half  an  hour  previously  he  slipped  off  tbe  foot-path 
into  the  gutter;  ho  fell  with  his  left  foot  bent  nnder 
him ;  he  heard  something  snap ;  it  caused  him  great 
pain,  so  that  he  could  not  walk  j  he  was  brought  to  the 
Hospital  in  a  car. 

On  admittance,  it  was  found  on  examination,  that 
the  patient  had  a  partial  dislocation  of  the  ankle 
inwards^  the  lower  head  of  the  tibia  being  thrown 
inwards,  the  internal  malleolus  forming  a  more  coii- 
iideiable  prominence  than  natural ;  no  fracture  of  the 
fibula  was  discovered ;  there  was  considerable  swelling 
in  the  neighbonrhood  of  ihe  ankle;  the  outer  edge  of 
the  foot  was  slightly  everted.  The  dislocation  was 
easily  reduced;  after  the  reduction  the  pain  was 
lessened ;  he  states  that  his  bowels  are  rather  confined. 

AppL  Hirud.  vig.  partia  affects.  To  be  followed  by 
a  poultice  and  warm  fomentations. 

Habt.  Mist.  Fuigant  PIL  can  Calomel.,  Q.  bora 
■omai  sumend. 

Aug.  4th.  Slept  indifferently  last  night  on  aoeonntof 
tA  pain ;  not  so  much  swelling ;  less  pain ;  tongue 
coaled;  pulse  8^  strong;  bowels  open.  Continue 
foneatations. 

6th.  Slept  better  las|  night;  appetite  indifferent; 
tongue  coated. 

6th.  Did  not  sleep  ao  well  last  night;  complains  of 
constant  pain  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee. 

7tb.  Feels  better  in  every  respect;  can  move  the  anUe 
ftuely.  To  have  a  splint  applied,  the  part  to  be  kept 
damp  by  cold  lotions. 

9th.  Better ;  can  walk  pretty  well. 

18th.  Discharged  cored. 


Dlslocalictas  of  the  ankle  are  generally  attended  with 
fracture  of  tbe  fibula  in  Its  lower  third ;  bnt  in  this  case 
no  fracture  was  present,  he  rapidly  got  well,  and  waa 
able  to  walk  in  leas  than  a  fortnight 
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COMPLICATED    SURGICAL    CASES    UNDER 
THE  CARE  OF  CHARLES  COTTON,  ESa 

(Comtmuidfirom  page  41.) 

coMPouMD  comi nrunn  vaagtoes  or  tub  BfTMSRoa^ 

LBSION  or  TSSSBLS  :  ESCOTBRT. 

Robert  Gant^  railway  labourer,  aged  SO  years,  admit- 
ted May  9th,  1816,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Cotton. 
Had  fallen  across  the  tram-road  of  a  neighbouring 
railway  in  the  course  of  constraotion,  and  received 
considerable  injury  from  a  loaded  truck  having  passed 
over  his  right  arm.  The  accident  happened  two  houra 
before. 

On  examination  the  arm  was  foutid  much  eootuaed 
and  swollen,  just  above  *ita  ceatre,  and  flcrld  blood 
oosed  freely  from  an  irregularly  laeeraled  wound  om  tlio 
outef  side,  extending  to  -tlie  beae,  which  was  ooauni- 
nuted  and  fimorsd.  No  fuimJkm  beUw  tk»  iMti  of 
tiyvrjf. 

Relying  upon  the  age  and  tlie  robust  and  healthy 
appearance  of  the  man,  it  was  detanniiMd  in  ooi|-, 
sultation  to  attempt  the  savhig  ot  the  limb.  The 
arm  was  therefore  placed  by  the  side  npon  aeoft  pillow, 
guarded  with  oU-silk.  The  fragmeots  of  bone,  (in  all 
/S&e,)  constituting  about  thrse  iaehea  of  the  shaft,  were 
removed  through  the  wound,  one  portion  requiring  U> 
be  freed  from  iu  muscular  attachments  by  the  scalpel. 
A  long  pn^ectlng  point  from  the  upper  fraetnred  end 
of  the  homeras^  reaehfaig  to  the  lower,  and  •vuriappiiag 
it,  waa  allowed  to  remain.  A  doesll  of  liat  waa  applied 
to  the  wound,  the  ii^ured  parte  ordered  to  be  expoBed,to 
check  the  oosing  of  blood,  and  a  modemte  warmth  t^ 
be  kept  up  about  the  hand  and  forearm.    Low  dieL 

10th.  Temperature  of  the  arm  natural. 

Uth.  Bowels  have  not  acted  ;  is  feverish,  and  fearful 
lest  he  should  lose  his  arm.    Ordered  a  saline  aperient 

12th.  Bowels  moved  twice;  irritative  fever  very 
high;  several  vesieles  filled  with  serum  around  the aeat 
of  injury;  the  hand  ia  comfortably  warm,  although 
sensation  is  imperfect.  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet,  dr.  ^. ; 
Spir.  SXti,  Nitr.,  m.  xx. ;  Vlni  Antim.  Tart,  dr.  as.  $ 
Tinct  Hyoso.,  m.  x.;  ex  Aqua,  quartis  horis. 

Idth.  Considerable  phlegmonoid  infiammation  and 
swelling  of  the  arm  and  elbow.  A  quantity  of  pua 
waaaet  at  liberty  by  enlaifing  the  ariglBal  wu«nd«  and 
making  a  depending  ontlet  betow  the  elbow.  Pefgal. 

17th.  Arm  looking  better;  angry  appearanea  snb» 
siding ;  discharging  freely.    Middle  diet  and  potter* 

FVrom  thia  time  to  August  14th  the  case  wesU  on 
well,  sequiring  but  little  interference ;  tbe  woa^d  at  tho 
elbow  had  healed,  leaving  the  joint  csdematciui  and 
swollen ;  a  sero.pumlent  discharge  continued  from  the 
upper  wound,  which  remained  open,  filled-  with  gelati- 
nous«Uke  granulations,  and  the  skin  around  red.  There 
is  an  abundant  depoaition  of  bony  oallaa  Monnd  thn 
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fiMUQV;  M  jNrfit  ut  the  wrtU,  A  long  splint  wm 
9d9pM  to  the  arai»  and  the  p«lieBt  idlowed  to  1mt6 
bis  bed. 

]8tb.  Hocb  beadacbe  and  femrisbness ;  arm  uneasy ; 
€phnt  remoTed«    Low  diet  and  bouse  medicine. 

I9tb.  Erysipelas  sopervened,  inrolving  tbe  whole 
ann  and  sboulder.  Limb  to  be  exposed.  Potassv 
Nitratis,  Potasso  Bicarb.^  ntrq.,  gr.  x. ;  Vioi.  Antim. 
Tart.  IB.  XX. ;  e  Modi.  Acacisi,  tertiis  vel  qaartis  boris. 

24tb.  Erysipelas  snlisidiog;  skin  efflorescing;  a 
•erons  discbarge  escapes  from  tbe  wound  and  two  or 
three  small  abscesses  bare  formed  in  tbe  adjoining  soft 
parts. 

September  2ttd.  A  pasteboard  splint  applied;  a 
sligbt  palsation  |w  if  a  oapiUary  tbrili,  thoogbt  to  be 
delected  at  the  wrist*  A  portion  of  bone  bas  exfoliated. 

S(hh.  Again  sevexyly  attacked  with  erysipelas, 
extending  over  tbe  arm,  sboulder,  and  chest  Exposure. 
Low  diet  and  nitre  mixture  as  before. 

S8tb.  Erysipelas  disappearing.  A  small  piece  of 
bone  bas  come  away. 

October  24th.  Tbe  force  of  tbe  collateral  circulation 
<iuite  perceptible  at  tbe  wrist;  can  slightly  flex  the 
fingers  but  cannot  raise  tbe  arm  withont  assistance. 
Then  stiU  eentinnee  a  disefaarging  riaos,  flrom  which 
an  addideaal  portion  of  bone  bas  exfoliated ;  tbe  snr. 
ronnding  soft  parts  are  becoming  more  heahby  looking, 
althoagh  still  CBdematons  and  swollen,  partienlarly 
about  the  elbow.  Apply  light  pfessme  by  means  of  a 
bandage,  and  make  him  an  out-patient 

December  t26th«  Regaining  a  usefuU  though  some- 
what shortened  arm;  can  raise  It  without  assistance; 
flexion  at  the  elbow  still  much  limited;  can  grasp 
pretty  strongly  with  the  hand;  pulse  established  at 
tbe  wrist  Ordered  to  use  the  limb,  Jid  to  be  discharged, 

cored. 

{To  bt  emUmmid,) 

PROVINCIAL 

iHtediral  $c  ^urfiical  SiournaL 
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The  process  of  inhaling  nther  for  tbe  avoid- 
ance  of  pain  daring  surgical  operations,  has 
taken  so  fast  bold  of  almost  every  professional 
man  in  this  country,  that  it  behoves  the  jonr- 
salist  to  look  to  tbe  subject,  and  from  his  focus 
of  information  scatter  a  few  useful  remarks 
«nd  cautions  on  the  employment  of  this  new 
process. 

How  often  bas  accusation  been  made  by 
•ntbiwiasts  of  various  descriptions  against 
members  of  onr  profession  generally,  for  their 
iaeredality  and  pre>«dioes  in  respect  to  the 
severnl  delusions  with  which  ihie  age  of  qnaekery 
teems.  Yet  was  censure  never  less  justly 
applied*  The  profession  are  commonly  eager 
enoBgli  to  embrace  any  new  proposal,  and  give 
a  laudatory  report  of  its  application ;  too  often 
Indeed,  al  first,  withont  due  regard  to  its  effects. 


or  rather  perhaps  its  defects,  whenever  there  is 
reason  and  probability  in  its  favour.  In  Uie 
instance  of  this  novel  plan  for  diminishiBg 
hnman  suffering,  whatever  may  have  been  stated 
on  other  occasions,  sufficient  has  occurred  to 
redeem  the  character  of  the  profemioU)  and  to 
prove  the  readiness  of  its  mdmberato  adopt  aay 
new  suggestion,  when  supported  by  facts,  and 
by  the  slightest  colouring  of  reason. 

Whatever  hints  may  previously  have  been 
given  upon  this  new  application  of  ssthereal 
inhalation,  we  are  undoubtedly  indebted  to  our 
Transatlantic  brethren  for  effectively  starting  it 
in  practice,  "  Palmam  qui  meruit  ferat"  Not 
he  who  tamely  offers  a  suggestion,  but  he  who 
with  energy  and  spirit  forces  his  ideas  upon  the 
public,  and  starts  them  into  practical  life  and 
activity,  deserves  tbe  credit  of  an  invention.  In 
thesbortspaceof  afew  weeks  the  ethereal  inhala- 
tion has  been  tried  in  our  own  country  in  many 
hundreds  of  instances;  in  all  parts  of  the  provin- 
ces, as  well  as  in  the  great  centres,  the  metropolis 
of  each  division  of  the  kingdom  ;  employed  for 
avoiding  pain,  not  only  in  the  slighter  matter  of 
teeth-extraclion,  but  in  all  oases  of  tbe  great 
amputations  and  other  capital  operations,  and 
even  to  strangulated  hernia,  extirpation  of  the 
eyes,  ovariotomy,  the  Casarean  section,  dec 

In  a  small  proportion  only  of  these  cases,  of 
whatever  description,  has  the  process  failed  to 
take  effect;  and  although  to  a  few  patients  it 
has  proved  inconvenient,  to  none  is  it  reported 
to  have  proved  fatal,  and  very  little  has  yet  been 
written  upon  the  cases  to  which  the  new  measure 
is  inapplicable.  Such  is  tbe  usual  course  of  a 
novel  plan  launched  upon  the  wide  ocean  of  prac- 
tice under  popular  favour.  All  appears  fair  for 
a  prosperous  voyage ;  but  it  is  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery ;  the  quick-sands  and  dangers  are  at  a 
distance,  and  we  must  wait  the  navigator's 
return  ere  we  can  learn  the  whole  issue  of  the 
undertaking. 

The  inhaling  for  the  production  of  narcotic  dr 
intoxicating  effects  is  not  new,  but  tbe  extensive 
adoption  of  it,  in  the  manner  we  are  consideiiag, 
may  still  render  a  new  term  convenient,  and  even 
necessary.  The  instrument  employed,  of  what- 
ever construction,  bas  received  the  appellatienof 
<'the  Letheon,"  and  from  this  root  is  readily  to 
be  derived  all  the  terms  required.  The  phe- 
nomena which  a  letheanixed  patient  presents, 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  intoxication,  varying 
in  degree  from  hilarity  to  half  ettnsciousness, 
complete  narcotism,  total  insensibility  to  exter- 
nal impressions,  failure  of  pulse,  sy ntope,— may 
we  not  add  death.*    The  most  striking,  if  not 

•  Since  the  preeediog  ohserrations  were  writtes,.  a 
notice  of  the  occuirence  of  a  fatal  case,  wht^b  will  be 
found  aanated  la  aaethcr  cekuBB,  bas  lieeB  reeeittd. 
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iQk0  peenHftr  oirenmstaiice,  is  the  npidil^  with 
wliivh  tbe  effect  is  produced^  tlie  eliertiietB  of  its 
deration,  snd  its  equally  rapid  aubaidenee*  The 
brain  is  the  organ  acted  npon,  and  in  proportion 
as  external  impressions  are  shut  out,  internal 
ideas  seem  to  be  generated.  A  letheontaed 
patient  is  a  sort  of  Ryp  Van  Winkle ;  He  dreams 
away  twenty  years  of  his  past  life  in  a  minute, 
but  with  equal  surprise,  and  unlike  his  f^rede* 
eessor,  on  awaking  to  the  world  again,  finds 
it  mueh  as  he  left  it.  These  psychological  phe* 
Bomena  will  doubtless  furnish  a  fine  study  for 
the  physiologist  and  the  metaphysician.' 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable  than  what  every 
oae  who  sees  half-ap>dDien  letheonind  patients 
will  be  sure  to  witn8ss,--a  state  of  half-conaei- 
ousnesB,  with  eyelids  open,  a  congested  eouaie* 
nance,  a  frightened  stare.  The  patient  is  sensible 
of  persons  present,  and  talking,  and  lieeause  be  is 
still  in  a  degree  sensible,  protests  against  the 
operation,  whilst  it  is  actually  being  performed  ; 
and  on  the  ietkeonie  influence  subsiding,  which 
i%  does  in  two  or  three  minutes,  he  reports  the 
trial  a  failure,  and  waits  the  operation,  which  is 
already  completed  without  his  being  conscious 
of  it.  flow  are  such  opposite  states  of  the 
aensorium  compatible  ?  May  we  conjecture  that 
the  succession  qf  ideas  is  so  rapid,  that  they 
seem  coincident  or  synchronous,  though  really 
ancceasive  and  alternating  ? 

But  we  pass  to  the  less  speculative  part  of  the 
subject,  as  more  immediately  applicable  to  our 
purpose,  and  we  urge  our  protincial  brethren  to 
emulate  those  of  the  metropolis  in  helping  to  elu- 
cidate  the  useof  the  Letheon,  and  particularly  to 
giving  us  an  account  of  any  unfavourable  result  of 
the  trial, — any  cases  that  may  seem  unsuited  to  it. 
We  can  scarcely  persuade  ourselves  that  the  pain 
naturally  attendant  upon  all  mutilating  opera- 
tions upon  the  human  frame,  is  to  be  quite  anni- 
hilated by  this  discovery,  although  nothing  could 
be  more  congenial  to  the  wishes  of  both  the 
patient  and  the  operator.  It  will  probably  turn 
out  that  there  are  cases  to  which  the  measure  is 
wholly  unsuited,  wholly  improper.  When  next 
"  we  dip  pen ''  in  SBthereal  fluid,  we  shall  endea- 
vour to  write  a  few  cautions,  and  give  a  guarded 
prognoais,  as  to  past  or  prospective  events; 
meantime,  let  the  incautious  Letheonizer  be- 
ware, remembering  that  "  all  is  not  gold  that 
flitters." 
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la  SB  undertaking  of  this  description,  especially  on 

the  occasion  of  its  first  publication,  the  occurrence  of 

errofS  is  unavoidable.    Oar  provincial  fiieiids  will,  we 


fear,  find  these  to  be  ansMioos  and  grava^  a%  iudgjlw 
fnm  the  eiaminatioa  we  have  made^  in  rafcni^  to 
names  well  known  in  our  laiger  towB%  and  not  «a« 
known  also  in  the  great  metropolis  ttielf,  scarcely 
that  cars  which  Is  requislts  would  seem  to  bare  been 
employed.  Certain  of  these  enon  are,  no  donbW  to 
be  attributed  to  gentlemen  applied  to  by  circa]afs» 
having  neglected  to  forward  the  iafonnation  aakad 
for;  others  to  the  unfortunate  scrawls  in  which  too 
many  of  our  brethren  are  wont  to  render  thesuelfea 
unintelligible.  Bot  what  shall  ws  say  fbr  saadnr 
errors  of  omission  and  oommisrion,  in  cases  where  the 
infbrmatfon  sought  for  has  actnafiy  been  supplied? 
Possibly  a  portion  of  this  may  havcbeen  thought  too 
trivial  for  insertion  s  and  had  a  line  of  excloslDn  been 
drawn,  by  adherence  to  which  equal  Justice  might  hare 
beendealtout  to  all,  in  the  giving  or  withboldingof  tities^ 
appointments,  and  other  claims  to  consideration,  there 
would  have  been  little  cause  for  complaint;  but  when 
we  find  to  sooie  gentlemen  ascribed,  in  addition  to 
genuine  qualtficatioils,  obscnrs  appointments  of  whieb 
nobody  ever*  heard,  or  the  puhUcation  of  sooM  brief 
epistle  which  nobody  ever  read,-^ 

'*  BehoUl  Dalbonsie,  great  God  of  War  * 
"  Lietttenant-Colonel  to  the  Eari  of  Mar  i*' 
while  from  others,  all  meotiott  of  long  services  as 
medical  eileers^  whether  civil  or  military,  is  withheld 
(due  information  fsnch  services  having  been  supplied,) 
we  are  at  a  loss  to  devfte  a  palpable  excuse  for  the 
omissiona. 

With  the  question  which  is  attempted  to  be  raised, 
a«  to  the  degree  of  estimation  in  which  the  license  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Society,  and  the  diploma  of  the 
London  College  of  Surgeons,  are  respectively  to  be 
heU,  we  do  not  feel  disposed  here  to  intromit;  but 
we  may  observe  that  we  find  the  term  *  General  Prac- 
titioner,' by  whioh  it  is  professedly  iateaded  to  designate 
the  poesessor  of  the  former,  sometimes  misapplied 
to  those  who  hold  only  tiie  diploma  of  the  latter. 

But  with  all  this,  the  publication  is  one  which  is 
calculated  to  be  of  great  utility.  Even  in  iu  present 
imperfect  state  it  affbrds  much  information  which 
can  nowhere  eke  be  met  with ;  and  if  the  erroca  ire 
duly  corrected,  which  can  only  be  fully  and  eflbctuilly 
accompliahed  by  individual  medical  practitioners  com- 
municating the  requisite  information,  the  edition  of 
another  year  will  prove  most  acceptable  to  the  entire 
medical  profesuon. 


A  Ihhiigr  riiw  itf  A  PJ^neal  .S^nt  end  MyiMsts 

of  ike  JHtmm  qf  the  lAmge;  wUh  a  iSpiM|Mi»qf 

the  Sigm  mkiek  eeeut  In  §aok  IMsssss.    By  Jawsn 

TuaMsvu,   M.O.»    Fhysiefam   to   the  Ufcffool 

Nbrthem  UospitaL    London. 

We  notice  tide  woik  simply  with  the  view  of  dfaeofMig 

the  attention  of  oar  readers  lo  a  veiyusefnl 

of  the  diagnostie  symptoms  and  ohsraetem  of 

of  the  lungs.    The  tiMe  Iv  folded  in  a  reynl 
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^Hatf  Mmi  boottd  «p  Willi  the  «ceompuiyiaf  tynoprii, 
vitt  wbieb  it  admlti  of  oonTcnieiit  contnltation  and 
coBpariMm;  Vuttt  my  be  alto  detached  and  monated 
far  tettioff  in  a  firame,  and  bang  np  in  the  oonaolting 
1MB  for  HMre  ready  inapee'Uon  and  refersncev  aa 
caHed  for.  In'  either  way  It  aflbrdt  at  a  glance  mnch 
vaivabte  information,  which  it  wonU  reqnire  tlie  pafea 
of  a  goodly  octavo  to  lei  forth. 

Wmtttiattt  of  SocietiM. 

BIRMINGHAlf  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIfiTV. 
f  annaiy  3nd>  1847. 

FmmwtMtem  Rtlamb,  JBaq.,  in  the  Chair. 

mnmxK  or  ram  imrt  TxifTmicLB  or  thb  hkakt. 

Dr.  Fletcher  preaented  a  tpedmen  of  rupture  of  the 
left  Tentriete  of  the  heart,  and  read  tlie  following  letter 
which  be  bad  recetted  from  Mr.  SaYage,  of  Weal 
Bromwichy  who  bad  bfodly  forwarded  the  specimen  to 
be  exblblied  to  the  Society  >- 

*  Dear  Slr,^..!  aend  yoo  a  report  of  the  caae  con- 
aecled  with  the  spednien  of  raptore  of  tlie  heart  I  gave 
yon  to-day. 

*'Samne]  Allden,  of  Binntngbani,  waa  brooght  to 
my  largery  aboat  7  a-m.,  on  Monday  last.  He  waa 
qnlte  dead.  It  appeara  be  left  Bimringham  aboot 
#  a.ak  of  the  eaoM  day  to  walk  to  Weat  Bromwich,  to 
ceo  Ma  aon»  who  reeidea  here.  He  waa  overtaken  by  a 
coal  cart  aboot  mid-distance  between  Birningbam  and 
ihia place.  Ha  asked  the  man  to  allow  him  to  rido  with 
him  to  West  Bromwich ;  be  complied  with  bis  request. 
The  deceased  got  into  the  cart,  and  sat  with  the  driver 
on  a  board  pot  across  the  cart  from  side  to  side.  They 
conversed  together  on  the  way  cheerfnlly  $  the  deceased 
niado  no  complaint  whatever.  On  getting  within 
half  a  mUe  of  this  place  the  deceased  snddenly  fell  over 
Into  the  body  of  the  eait,  never  spoke  aller,  gave  one 
or  two  gasps,  and  appeared  dead.  The  man  drove  at 
OBoe  to  nsy  enrgcry,  where  on  aeeing  bin  I  foond  him 
dead.  I  have  heard  from  bla  son  that  his  hablta  for 
the  laat  thirty  years  have  been  very  intemperate. 

^  P^iiFmvrUm  eight  honra  after  death.  He  was  of 
■ervo-lymphalic  tamperaasent;  rather  foil  habit  of 
^ady ;  no  appearance  of  external  iojary.  On  opening 
the  chest  and  abdomen  the  cellular  tissue  was  some- 
what  loaded  with  fat.  We  foond  the  pericardium  very 
Boch  distended,  and  on  opening  it  discovered  It  tfi  be 
filled  with  black  blood,  both  fluid  and  coagnlated,  at 
laaat  amoonting  to  thirty  ounces ;  the  left  ventricle  of 
the  heart  we  found  mptnred ;  the  longs  healthy ;  no 
nSheeions.  The  mucons  coatof  the  stomach  was  iodamed 
aai  aoftened;  the  Uver  enlarged,  otherwise  beallhy; 
Iheinteatines healthy;  the  bladder  and  kidneya  nor- 
Bal.  I  did  not  open  the  bead.  There  waa»in  fact» 
alBoat  the  entira  absenee  of  any  Mseaie  except  the 

to  abent  half  abovo  iu 

.ooMlaled  of  a  gsaeral  and  eqaal 

of  aU  ita  e«ftiia%  a«d  •  oomqpendiBg 


hypertrophy  of  tiMir  parietea.  The  roptore,  sltMlsd 
on  the  inferior  portion  of  the  anterior  aorface  of  the 
left  venlricie»  consisted  of  an  external  laceration 
alHNit  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  extending  front 
about  an  inoh  firom  the  aeptnm  opwards  and  outwards^ 
at  the  inner  terminaa  of  which  was  a  round  aperture 
aboat  the  slae  of  alaige  swan  quill,  which  communicated 
with  the  interior  of  the  cavity  of  the  left  ventricle. 
In  the  interior  waa  another  laceration  or  extended 
ulceration,  by  which  one  of  the  columns  camess 
had  been  divided,  lined  with  lymph,  and  Crossing 
the  direction  of  the  external  laceration,  so  as  to 
form  a  St.  Andrew's  Cross.  The  inferior  portion  of  the 
left  ventricle  was  very  mnch  softened.  The  mitral 
valves  were  thickened  at  their  edgea;  the  aortle  valvea 
natnraL  The  aorta  waa  dilated,  ita  lining  nsembrane 
atadded  with  a  few  patohea  of  attieroma  and  one  of 
osslfle  depeelt  The  aperbues  of  the  coronary  artariee 
wsfo  dilated,  and  these  arterise  tbemselTea  mnch  dilated 
and  oeaUM,  partiealaily  the  iMancb  of  the  left  coronary 
rannfasg  down  to  the  softened  and  mptorcd  portion  of 
the  left  ventricle.  The  heart  was  very  mnch  coated 
with  fat 

Mkroteopk  fjomknaikm  with  a  POweirs  mierofcope 
of  Dr.  Jamea  Raaaeirs»ln  whkh  he  kindly  assisted :— In 
a  portion  of  moscnlar  stivctnie  taken  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  ventricle,  where  the  structure  seemed 
healthy,  the  moscnlar  fibres  were  healthy,  and  the  strl» 
complete ;  a  few  fat-globnlea  floating  around  the  edge. 
In  a  portion  taken  from  the  lower  part  of  the  ven- 
tricle, where  tlie  structure  of  the  ventricle  was  softened, 
the  fibres  of  the  moscnlar  atnictnre  appeared  nnder 
the  microscope  smaller  than  natural,  and  the  stri«  in 
most  parts  totally  absent ;  in  some  tnw  portions  the 
stfto  were  slightly  to  bo  perceived  when  out  of  focus,  so 
that  It  la  prseamed,  quite  the  saperfleial  sorface  of  the 
moaottlar  fibre  waabnmght  into  view ;  there  werennmer. 
one  fat-globnles.  In  a  portion  taken  from  the  ruptured 
part  of  the  heart,  the  moscnlar  fibrea  were  very 
Indistinct,  and  the  strie,  aa  in  the  aecond  portion 
examined,  only  seen  in  some  parts  feebly,  and  when 
out  of  focos ;  there  was  abondance  of  fat-globules. 

Dr.  Fletcher  said  that  this  appeared  to  be  a  case  of 
rupture  resulUng  from  ossification  of  the  coronary 
arteries,  having  caused  softening  and  disorganization 
of  the  muscular  structure  of  the  left  ventricle;  the 
internal  laceration  mast  have  been  caused  first,  and 
whether  this  commenced  by  laceration  or  ulceration  it 
is  90W  Impossible  to  determine,  but  the  deposit  of 
lymph  shews  It  to  have  been  of  some  standing. 

The  microscopic  examination  is  interesting,  aa 
sheiring  the  alteration  of  the  atnictnre  of  the  muscular 
fibre  to  correspond  with  the  mptnred  and  softened 
portion  of  the  parietea  of  the  left  ventricle. 

ABNOXMAl.  ATTACHMBNT  OF  THB  FUNIS. 

Dr.  Fletcher  exhibited  a  placenta,  membranes,  and 
fonis,  which  bad  been  brought  for  exhibition  to  the 
Society,  by  Mr.  Wright,  who  gave  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  caae  :— 

After  delivery  the  membranes  came  away  separated 
from  theplacentaand  attached  to  the  cord, and  contained 
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ao  mach  clotted  blood  that  it  appeared  as  if  th«  placenta 
itself  was  come  away,  wbicb,  on  ezamining  tbe  cord 
And  membranes  was  found  not  to  be  tbe  case.  On 
examination  per  Taginam,  tbe  placenta  was  f9und 
witbin  tbe  os  uteri,  and  brougbt  away  in  tbe  band,  and 
BO  trace  ot  attacbment  of  the  cord  to  any  part  of  its 
surface  could  be  discovered. 


bsving  bad  nine  ont  before,  aba  could  judige  of  its 
effects,  and  sdd,  *'  I  will  nerer  loose  another  tooth 
except  I  am  prepared  in  a  similar  manner  so  as  to 
have  no  pain." 


OPERATIONS   PERFORMED    UNDER  THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

By  WiLUAM  Pbilpot  Bbooilbs»  M.D.,  M.R.C.S., 

Surgeon  to  tbe  General  Hospital  and  Dispensary, 

Cheltenham. 

Since  reporting  my  former  caie,  I  have  successfully 
performed  the  following  operations  under  the  effects  of 
the  inhalation  of  stber  :— 

Ann  Weston,  aged  69,  living  at  No.  I,  Burton 
Street,  bad.  been  suffering  for  the  last  twelve  months 
with-  fistula  in  ano,  and  had  been  during  the  whole  of 
ffae  time  confined  to  her  bed.     She  was  of  a  very 
Bervoos  debilitated  habit,  and  would  not  give  her  con- 
6Mt  to  the  performance  of  an  operation,  but  upon 
bearing  of  my  former  painless  case,  she  sent  for  me, 
and  desired  to  have   the  operation  performed.    On 
examination  I  found  the  whole  verge  of  the  anus  in  a 
state  of  ulceration,  accompanied  with  great  pain.   The 
probe  discovered  a  fistulous  sore,  extending  full  four 
inches  into  the  rectum,  tbe  walls  of  it  of  some  thick, 
ness.  Having  put  her  in  train  for  performing  the  opera- 
tion,ifwas  done  in  two  days  afterwards.    The  patient 
was  laid  on  her  back,  with  tbe  head  elevated,  (so  as  to 
have  no  difficulty  with  the  SBther,)  the  buttocks  raised, 
knees  drawn  up,  and  held  apart.   I  then  passed  up  my 
finger,  inserted  the  director,  when  the  inhalation  of 
the  aether  oommenced,  (with   merely    a  bladder  and 
elastic  tubej  and  she  was  in  a  complete  state  of  uncoU' 
sdoutnets  in  two  minutes.  The  bistoury  was  then  intro- 
duced, and  the  fistula  divided  in  iu  whole  length 
without  the  patient  showing  the  least  symptoms  of  pain 
or  uneasiness.    When  it  was  over  I  asked  her  if  she 
bad  quite  made  up  her  mind  to  have  the  operation  per- 
formed.    She  said,  ''Yes,  please  go  on  with  it  as 
quickly  as  possible."     When   told  it  was  over  she 
nttered  great  surprise.    At  this  operation  the  following 
gentlemen  were  present:— Drs.  Wright, B agnail,  Bree, 
Smith ;  Messrs.  Eves,  Ocrell,  Peart,  Alix,  Tibbs,  Rowe, 
Norman,  and  Churches,  and  all  agreed  and  expressed 
themselves  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  result. 

m 

The  next  case  was  that  of  Ruth  Monk,  aged  21,  who 
wished  to  have  the  last  molar  tooth  extracted  under  the 
SBtbereal  infiuence.  Sheisof  full,  plethoric,  and  excitable 
habit  In  one  minute  and  a  half  she  was  in  a  state 
ot  unconsciousness  from  the  «ther  and  became  quite 
unmanageable,  her  face  flashed,  and  she  required  two 
persons  to  hold  her.  I  lanced  tbe  gum  without  any 
sign  of  pain,  and  she  recovered  her  sensibility  imme* 
diately.  As  she  was  very  anxious  to  have  tbe  tooth 
extracted,  she  again  inhaled  it,  and  when  under  its 
influence  some  excitement  returned,  and  on  drawing 
Ibe  tooth  with  the  claw  she  cried  out,  ''Oh!"  but  on 
.coming  to  herself  stated  she  had  had  no  pain  $  and 


February   1st,  1847.    The   following  cases 
operated  on  to-day,  in  the  preeenee  of  fifteen  gettHMiefft 
most  of  them  members  of  the  profession : — 

John  Coombes,  aged  56,  a  labourer  on  the  roads* 
residing  at  Charlton,  of  a  strong  plethoric  habit  of 
body.     Whilst  at  work  be  met  with  an  accident  (three 
weeks  back,)  to  tbe  middle  finger  of  the  right  hand; 
mortification  took  place,  and  tbe  first  joint  slougbM 
away;  still  he  would  not  consent  to  the  loss  of  the 
finger,  and  the  disease  extended  to  the  metacarpal 
bone.    Having  heard  be  could  have  it  Uken  off  with- 
out suffering  any  pain  he  applied  this  morning  to  have 
the  operation  performed.    The  »tberwas  inhaled  aad 
the  man  under  its  effects  in  six  minutes.  He  remained 
so  for  five    more,  and  the  finger  was  Uken  off  by 
a   V  shaped  incision,  opening  the  metacarpal  bone 
half  way    down    with    Listen's  bone  nippers.     The 
patient  did  not  shew  the  slightest  sign  of  pain,  and 
stated  that  he  beard  the  bone    cut^  bat   positively 
asserted  he  felt  no  uneasiness  of  any  kind,  and  grum- 
bled much  at  the  suffering  we  gave  him  when  Ukiag 
up  the  arteries  afterwards.  I  allowed  this  case  to  remain 
for  half  an  hour  before  I  dressed  it,  as  I  am  inclined 
to  think  secondary  hemorrhage  will  often  occur  after 
the  effects  of  the  ether  have  passed  away ;  reaction  does 
not  until   then  become   perfectly  established.    Small 
arteries  often  escape  untied  if  we  dress  immediately, 
and  union  will  not  Uke  place  so  well  on  account  of 
extravasation  of  blood.    Tbe  pulte  in  this  case  was 
before  the  operation    84,  and  during  the    ethereal 
process  it  varied  from  60  to  70. 

William  Guy,  aged  21,  residing  at  No.  44,  Duke 
Street,  of  a  pale  exsanguineous  babitof  body ;  has  had 
phymosis  from  syphilis  for  several  months,  and  wishing 
to  have  the  glans  penis  liberated,  submitted  to  the 
operation.  The  ether  was  inhaled,  and  produced  iU 
effects  in  three  minutes.  The  skin  was  then  divided 
down  to  the  end  of  the  glans  without  any  sign  of  pain, 
and  be  states  he  did  not  feet  anything  of  it.  Pulse 
when  in  the  ethereal  sUte  was  75,  and  soft,  and  before 
that  time  90. 

A  servant,  aged  30,  had  four  stumps  extracted 
without  giving  her  tbe  slightest  pain,  by  Mr.  S.  Tibbs, 
surgeon-dentist  of  this  town.  The  ether  was  inhaled 
from  a  modification  of  Dr.  Snow's  apparatus,  and  she 
got  under  ito  infiuence  in  less  than  two  minutes,  and 
remained  so  nearly  five.  Positively  stales  she  felt 
nothing. 

Lot  Organ,  aged  96,  residing  in  Grove  Street,  of 
spare  habit  of  body,  baa  had  a  disease  of  the  left  elbow- 
joint  for  the  last  year  or  twe^  and  wonU  not  oonsent  to 
its  being  ampnUted  before,  bat  the  general  health 
becoming  injured,  he  now  consented*  The  ether  was 
given  with  Snow's  apparatasy  and  after  its  inhalatioiB  for 
I  nearly  four  minates,  he  appeared qaite  «aoon«do«s;  the 
I  health/  am  dropped  inrolnntaiily  fo  tiie  aide  wh^a 
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niiad,  ejelids  dosad,  and  all  the  nsoal  tigns  of  insen- 
iiUHtj  10  pain.  The  drcalar  indtion  was  now  made 
throngh  fiie  tHAn,  and  he  cried  ont  most  laitUy,  and 
Mntinned  doing  to  throagh  the  whole  stage  of  the  ope- 
ntiqiL  After  it  was  all  over  he  stated  he  Mt  the  llist 
euty  and  also  the  hone  sawed,  bat  he  was  in  a  dream, 
and  smoking  a  pipe,  which  some  one  tried  to  take  from 
him. 

I  can  only  Tiew  this  ease  as  a  follnre,  and  I 
think  it  right  alilie  to  report  all,  whether  Aiilares  or  not 
The  other  cases  were  decidedlj  soccess/ol.  I  may 
at»te  in  the  abore  operation  the  month-piece  did  not 
nicely  fit  the  moathy  and  he  appearSd  to  ha?e  inhiled 
liesh  air  by  iu  side. 

Albion  House,  Cheltenham, 
February,  1847. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  GREAT  TOE  AND  PART 

OF  THE  METATARSAL  BONE,  UNDER  THE 

INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

By  T,  Hebbfrt  Babkfb,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S. 

Emma  Rawtins»  aged  23,  of  Cople,  near  Bedibid,  had 
been  labooring  nnder  stnmons  disease  of  the  great  toe. 
involving  the  phalanges  and  part  of  the  metatarsal  bone, 
dning  tho  last  lire  years,  and  was  aoxions  to  hsYS  the 
diseased  parts  removed  by  operation. 

Dssirons  of  giving  her  the  bcoeftt  of  inhsling  the 
vapour  of  mther,  I  procured  the  spparatus  constructed 
under  the  diiections  of  Dr.  Boottand  Mr.  James  Robiosoo, 
and  sold  by  Mr.  Hooper,  of  Pall  Mall,  London,  and 
ycitefdsy  removed  the  pails  in  the  following  manner, 
with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  in  the 
piceence  of  Messrs.  C»  W.  Hyne,  W.  fiail^,  Anthony, 
Birch,  Coi,  and  RtveBserofl:— 

Having  succeeded  in  about  four  minutes  in  getting  her 
thoronghly  under  the  influence  of  the  vapour,  a  flsp  of 
good  size  was  made,  with  a  scalpel  on  the  inner  side  of 
tbe  foot,  the  metatarsal  bone  being  laid  bare  b^ond  the 
extent  of  tbe  disease.  A  strong  bistoury  was  then  psssed 
through  the  space  between  the  metatarsal  bones  of  the 
first  and  second  toe,  in  close  contact  with  the  former^ 
and  brought  out  anteriorly;  the  flexor  and  extensor 
tendons  were  divided,  and  the  metatarsal  bone  nipped 
throagh  with  Liston*s  forceps.  The  exposed  surfaces 
were  sponged,  and  the  flap  secured  by  three  points  of 
inlermpled  suture. 

Daring  tbe  operation,  which  lasted  but  a  short  time^ 
the  iopply  of  vapour  was  cat  off  by  means  of  tbe  stop- 
cedE ;  she  did  not  in  the  least  shrink  from  the  knife,  nor 
did  she  maniliest  in  any  way  the  slightest  sign  or  expression 
of  pain.  On  regsining  her  consdousness,  she  inquired 
iriien  the  operation  would  commence,  and  on  being 
told  that  it  was  all  over,  stated  that  she  had  been  asleep 
and  dreaming. 

The  testimony  of  so  nsny  operators  hss  already  been 
reetirded  of  the  efficacy  of  the  inhaled  sother,  In  com- 
pletely deadening  the  sensibility  of  the  system,  daring 
severe  and  protracted  operations,  thst  there  cannot  be 
a'doobt  that  this,  is  one  of  the  greatett  discoveries  of 
tki  age,  productive  as  hu  been  that  age  of  great  dis- 
coveries. 


I  thought  it  desirsble  that  my  patient  should  be  pre* 
vioosly  tutored  in  the  procem  of  inhaling,  and  for  thst 
purpose  induced  her  to  inhale  the  mther  the  dsy  before 
the  operation,  which  she  did,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  both  of  us.  This  appears  to  be  a  matter  of  some 
imporlsnee,  and  likely  to  contribute  to  the  laeeem  of  the 
process,  for  there  are  several  preesotions  which  are 
better  thns  explained  beforshsnd,  and  the  patient  will 
be  tern  likely  to  be  ailbeted  by  timidity  at  the  time  of 
the  operation. 

The  points  which  appear  to  require  particular  attention 
are:— 

1.  To  tutor  the  patient  beforehand  in  tbe  process  of 
inhaling. 

2.  To  give  charge  of  the  inhaling  apparatus  to  a  trust- 
worthy assistant,  who  should  keep  the  moutb-psd  in 
firm  contact  with  the  lips. 

3.  To  allow  two  or  three  inspirations  to  be  made 
before  removing  the  smalt  stopper,  and  applying  the 
nasal  spring,  otherwise  the  fnll  volume  of  the  vapour  will 
be  likely  to  excite  coughing  and  a  sense  of  suilbcation. 

4«  To  cat  off  the  sapply  of  vapoar  for  a  time,  by 
turning  the  slopi^odt  and  removing  the  nasal  nipper» 
when  deep  insensibility  has  been  produced. 

The  morUd  eflbets  of  the  inhabtion  of  tfther  have 
yet  to  be  made  out,  and  good  service  will  be  rendered  ta 
the  profession  and  humanity,  by  any  one  who  will 
mvestigste  the  precise  eflbets  ot  Ihu  powerful  sgeot, 
when  administered  in  esses  complicated  with  pulm<^ary, 
csrdisc,  or  cerebral  mischief.    Some  aiftclions  of  the 
heart,  and  a  strong  predisposition  to  cerebral  disease, 
will  probably  be  found  to  be  the  morbid  conditions  more 
particularly  contra-indicating  its  employment. 

Bedford,  February  16, 1847. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  NAIL  FROM  THE  GREAT 
TOE,  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE 
VAPOUR  OF  SULPHURIC  iETHElC 

On  Monday,  January  18th,  Mr.  Rudall,  surgeon,  of 
Sbeepwasb,  North  Devon,  in  the  presence  of  J.  G^ 
Maxwell,  Esq.,  performed  the  operation  of  removal  of 
tbe  great  toe  nail  with  part  of  the  toe,  on  the  person 
of  an  athletic  farm. labourer,  aged  23  years,  the  patient 
being  put  under  the  influenoe  of  the  ssther  vapour. 
The  result  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  confirmed 
all  that  has  been  reported  of  this  extraordinary  meana 
of  subduing  pain  in  the  performance  of  surgical  opera- 
tions. The  vapour  was  administered  by  means  of  an 
apparatus  extemporaneously  constructed,  and  consisted 
of  a  large. sixed  bulloek's  bladder,  to  which  was  con- 
nected  a  tube  of  half  an  inch  in  calibre,  and  two  and 
a  half  inches  In  length,  this  was  attached  to  a  bulb 
capable  of  containing  about  eight  ounces  of  fluid ;  con- 
tinued fW>m  this  was  a  tube  seven  inchee  in  length, 
and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  calibre.  The  mther 
(six  drachms,)  being  put  into  the  bladder,  which  waa 
afterwards  inflated,  and  the  tube  being  introduced 
into  the  pi:tient*s  mouth,  the  inhalation  was  commenced. 
In  rather  less  than  one  minute  perfect  insensibility 
was  produced,  a  gentle  tremulbaa  motion  ef  the  lips^ 
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tmd  a  dig ht  rising  and  eartraiioii  of  the  laft  arB,  wara 
tke  only  aetioDi  obter? able  after  the  fint  few  Inliala. 
tioiit.  The  eperatkm  vaa  now  began  and  eompleted 
in  two  mfnalat  more.  Tbos,  from  tbe  eomneneement 
of  tbe  Inhalation  to  the  oompletion  of  tbe  operation  only 
three  minutes  elapsed.  The  pnlse^  which  at  lint  beat 
72  strokes  in  a  minnte,  rose  dorlngjhe  administration 
of  tbe  vaponr  to  120  strokes.  At  tbe  end  of  the  inhala- 
tion it  became  intennitting  and  after  a  short  period 
was  scareely  perceptible.  A  small  qnanlity  of  spirit 
and  water  was  administered.  After  the  lapee  of  five 
minntee  sendbillty  appeared  to  be  rstaming,  and  be 
mattered  sometbin|[  in  which  he  made  nae  of  the  word 
"mother."  He  afterwards  said  he  thought  he  had 
been  walking  with  her.  It  was  flfteen  minntes  before 
he  became  sensible  of  svrronndiog  ol^ts.  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  operation  that  had  been  peibrmed  on 
bim^-said  that  ho  had  been  asleepr-that  he  had 
eqierienced  no  nnpleasanl  sensations,— and  that  he 
wiehed  to  go  to  sleep  again.  He  says  that  he  felt 
drowsy  for  two  honm. 

The  patient  never  had  an  nalbTonrable  symptom.; 
the  only  dfessing  nsed  was  oold  wiAer;  and  at  the  end 
of  a  fortnight  bo  reaomod  Us  thick  boots  and  lalnmod 
to  bit  labonr. 


OPERATION  FOR  UTHOTOMY  PERFORMED 

UNDER    THE    INFLUENCE    OP   iSTHER : 
DEATH. 

TO  TBX  X9IT0R  OW  THS  PROVINCIAL  If BDICAI.  AND 

SURGICAL  JOVRITAL. 

Sir. 
At  a  lime  when  the  attention  of  both  tfie  medical  pro- 
fession and  the  public  is  being  called  to  the  inflaenee  of 
mlhereal.vspour,  ss  an  agent  in  diminishing  psin  daring 
iorgicsl  operations,  yoo  may  probably  consider  tbe 
accompanyiog  case  of  saflBcient  interest  to  be  admitted 
into  year  columns. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tours  obedienlty, 

ROGER  S.  NUNN, 
Surgeon  to  the  Colchester  and  Essex  AospitaL 
Colchester,  February  26, 1847. 


On  Friday,  the  12th  inst.,  I  operated  open  Thomas 
Herbert,  aged  52,  the  subject  of  stone  in  tbe  bladder,  in 
ihe  presence  of  most  of  the  medical  gentlemen  oMhe 
town  and  neighbourhood.  The  sBtber  was  exhibited  by 
my  collesgue.  Dr.  Williams,  who  considered  the  patient 
to  be  sufficiently  under  its  influence  after  inhaling  it  seven 
or  eight  minutes,  at  tbe  end  of  which  time  I  commenced 
the  operation.  There  was  neither  difllcolty  nor  lom  of 
time  in  cutting  into  the  bladder ;  but  having  done  that, 
some  little  delay  occurred  in  grssping  the  stone,  which 
was  small,  very  flat,  and  lying  in  the  posterior  part  of  the 
bladder.  Tbe  delay  was  also  increased  by  the  extremely 
relaxed  sUte  of  the  bladder  itself,  which  seemed  to  fiiU 
in  folds  upon  the  forceps,  and  to  cover  the  stone.  The 
tifne  occupied  from  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
to  the  period  when  the  man  was  unbound,  was  ten  minutes, 
during  which  the  m±m  was  admiaistend  at  inttnrahu 


Tbe  patient  was  placed  fiilly  tudet  its  influence,  and  thn 
breathing  flrat  became  heavy,  and  ultimately  stertorous. 
He  reeoveted^  however,  from  its  effects  after  a  short 
tinw,  and  continued  in  a  qmet  passive  state,  bnt  without 
derided  ro-aetion,  for  twenty-four  hours. 

At  this  period  he  bad  a  severe  chill,  which  lasted  far 
neatly  twenty  ndnntea.  Mr.  Taylor  (the  house-anrgeon,) 
immediately  gave  him  two  onnces  of  brandy,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  water,  after  which  the  patient  remained 
in  a  dosing  state  till  eight  o'clock  p.m.,  when  the  house- 
surgeon  considered  it  necessary  to  send  for  me,  as  a  statu 
of  complete  prostration  or  collapse  bad  ensued.  I 
ordered  samll  qoantttiea  of  bmudy  and  water,  (half 
brandy,)  with  arrow-toot,  at  intervals,  wrapped  him  ia 
hot  blankets,  pUeed  bottlm  of  hot  water  in  tbe  bed,  kc» 
This  treatment  was  kept  up  till  nine  o'clock  the  followtag 
OMming,  when  amomnia  was  given,  alternately  with  the 
afore- mentkmed  stianilsnts.  The  patient  seemed  incoha- 
vsol  from  sight  ePdock  p.m.  of  Saturday,  tili  nine  aon.  of 
the  foUowfaig  day,  when  sypptoms  of  slight  re-aetioft 
appeared. 

At  a  consnltation  of  the  medical  staff  which  was  held 
at  this  tinse,  it  was  determined  that  the  same  treatmeai 
should  beeotttinoed,  (nwdified  acoorduigto  cirottmstanoes») 
and  that  in  addilioo,  a  stimulating  injection  Aonld  bn 
exhiUled.  The  eflbet  of  the  Injection  was  to  ioerea» 
slightly  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  pnlmtion,  but  witbont 
exciting  bis  nervous  eneigies.  From  thta  period  hn 
gradually  mnk,  and  died  al  Ave  o'ckMk,  p.mi,  baiaf 
sensible  to  the  last 

I  sfaouM  here  mentfon,  that  the  small  vemels  which  an 
necesMrily  divided  in  ssaking  the  flrrt  incision,  shevad 
much  inclination  to  bleed»  owing,  I  unagtao*  to  their 
want  of  contractile  power ;  I  thevsfore,  to  prevent  any 
unneeesmry  hssnsorrhage,  seoored  them  isuncdialely  after 
tbe  patient  was  put  to  bed,  so  that  he  did  not  lose  ssnsh 
blood. 

Poti-moriem,  sixty-seven  houn  after  death.  Mem- 
branous congestion  of  tbe  brain,  bnt  no  effusion ;  bmin 
firm ;  lungs  permeable  throughout,  anteriorly  cksbb- 
goineous,  posteriorly  engorged ;  heart  ffaedd,  of  a  natural 
sise,  and  nearly  empty;  left  kidney  psle,  the  right 
slightly  congested ;  tbe  bladder  and  the  adjoining  parts 
presented  the  usual  aspects  after  an  operation. 

(Signed,)         E.  Williams,  M.D., 

Aldsruan  Fartbidgb, 
William  Watlsr, 
Rooxa  S.  NuNN, 

JOBN  CHUaCHILL, 

Cbaslks  B.  Blair, 
Walter  Johmsok, 
Tbomas  Tatlob. 

I  would  mention  that  the  Mood  throughout  the  whole 
vascular  system,  was  in  a  perfectly  fluid  state. 

It  is  not  my  intention  or  inctinalion  to  attribute  thn 
lorn  of  my  patient  wholly  to  the  influence  of  the  mdwr 
which  was  administered  in  this  esse,  nor  hastily  to  demy 
its  use  under  all  circumstances  connected  with  snigleal 
operstions;  bnt  still,  I  feel  called  vpon  to  bring  befon 
the  notice  of  my  medical  brethren,  t^tflwi  which  residtad 
firom  iu  exhibition  in  Ihle  inatoncc^  thm  tho;|umlwritwl 
may  jud^e  from  the  recital  ol  an  unsueessoftd  cMi, 
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^•w  &r  it  may  be  eonndered  afe  to  toiploy  lethar 
feaenllj  as  a  oeaoa  of  pre? oitiiig  the  paio,  otherwise 
iosepanble,  fron  physical  letioo.  The  soAised  eye, 
livid  lips^  and  stertorous  breaihing,  aoconpanied  first  by 
eoBTolsiTe  straggles,  and  next  by  a  sodden  oessatioii  of 
all  HMitioiij  are  often  indieatioos  of  the  effects  of  the 
rapoor,  and  these  were  not  altogether  absent  in  the 
present  instance.  Still,  I  felt  myself  justified  In  employing 
it,  from  the  published  accounts  of  many  soocessfal  cases» 
and  the  sanction  of  my  colleagpMs  and  nnmeroos  friends 
aroand  me. 

In  prosecuting  the  operation,  there  was  nothing  pecu- 
liar to  attract  my  attention,  or  to  lead  me  to  consider  the 
patient's  physical  condition  differed  from  that  of  those  on 
whom  I  had  before  operated,  until  I  had  reached  th^ 
bladder,  when  I  cannot  but  attritrate  the  diflkolty  in 
scinng  the  stone  to  the  apparently  collapsed  state  of  thai 
yiacu9,  which  had  Mien  in  folds  oter  Uie  ealcnlns,  and 
so  prerented  its  bring  grasped  by  the  foreepe.  I  most 
not,  bowerer,  omit  to  mention  the  foot,  that  the  patient 
expressed  no  signs  of  suflbring  daring  the  operation. 
Thns  for,  therefore,  U  may  l>e  said  the  asther  foUIUed  lis 
intended  ofllce ;  but  I  think  another  qnesthm  is  in? olved-* 
Tix.,  whether  the  artificial  means  thus  employed  may 
not  produce  fery  serions  depressing  eAets  on  the 
nerrons  mtem,  depriTing  a  patient  of  that  re-actife 
power  so  necessary  to  the  repatalife  procssa  f  Has  not 
a  patient,  afier  the  adminietration  of  ssibar,  a  donbis 
shock  to  otereome,— that  prodnesd  by  the  vapoor,  super- 
added  to  that  of  the  opeimlion  itself  t  Does  not  the  hia- 
tory  of  the  pot^morttm  examination  bear  out  the  sns- 
pirioB  of  the  depresshig  Infinenee  of  this  inhalation  f — 
poaithrely,  fkom  the  sfill  flnid  state  of  the  blood,  ('although 
the  body  was  not  opened  for  sixty-seven  hours  after 
death,)  and  fkwm  tfif  fiaodd  Slate  of  the  heaft,--Begatlvely 
fron  the  foet  that  the  tespeetlon  deteeled  no  indications 
of  Tlolenee  done  to  the  parts  that  wM  explain  the  rapid 
disaololloa  wUeh  enaned,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence 
of  Nature  havteg  Made  the  sllghlast  ellbrt  towards  local 
repamtioa.  Pain  la  donbtlesa  onr  grsal  sa^oard  under 
oidfaiiry  dreomstaims ;  but  for  It  we  should  hourly  be 
iwniDg  into  dMger,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
pnfai  ahonid  be  eonsidsffad  aa  a  bedthy  kidieation,  and 
aa  easemlal  eoneoMitanl  with  surgical  operations,  and 
tfmt  it  is  aasply  co«peasated  for  by  the  eflbeia  it  pro- 
dneea  oa  the  syalem  aa  a  aalaral  hiosatlva  t0  reparative 
aetiea. 

I  trast  that  the  pibileatloa  of  this  aasaseeasfol  ease 
■ay  lead  to  the  pabUcily  of  maay  others  which  have 
oecatred,sotha4thepvofessioBaBayBotbe  led  away  by 
the  aiioueaai  anppasltloa  that  the  piaveailoa  of  pain  Is 
so  vitala  desidswtasa  la  operadve  aaigeiy. 


ANATOMY  AND  PHY8IOLOOT* 

OR  THS  OmCVLAK  aLAliat  OF  TBS  VTBBOt* 

By  Brneat  Henri  Weber,. 

ii  the  araeoaa  llatof  of  the  aleraa  In 

aeianasa  in  thiekasas,  aad  la  then 

aa  the  *^mmkmm  dsridm."    ThIa  ehaage 


Is  the  consequence  of  an  increased  derelvpmeat,  botk 
of  the  vasonlar  membraae  and  of  its  epithelial  iaveat* 
ment 

The  blood-vessels  of  thia  mnoous  tissue  and  the 
ntrieolar  glands  Increase  In  volume,  and  their  interstioee 
are  ooenpied  by  elementary  odls  of  new  formation, 
many  ot  which  are  destitnte  of  nuclei. 

In  the  human  female,  the  uterine  glands  aro 
enlarged  after  eonoeption,  and  become  tortnoaa  and 
of  an  ntricalar  form.  As  in  the  stomach,  theis  glands 
are  placed  perpendlenlariy  to  the  mucone  surfaee^ 
their  orifice  l>eing  towards  the  oavity  of  the  organ. 
These  orifices  have  been  long  known  to  exist  In  the 
deoidnous  membrane,  to  which  they  impart  a  erlbrifosm. 
aspect. 

The  alerine  glanda  in  the  cat  and  bitch  are  only 
enlarged  to  any  amount  at  the  spot  on  which  tho 
placenta  Is  Implanted.  They  are  at  all  times  visiblo 
in  these  aalnials,  independently  of  pregaaaey,  and 
coBslstoftwoapeelea  of  glanda;  one  small  aad  ahnple, 
the  other  larger  and  branching.  Both  increase  alter 
conception ;  the  former  throughout  their  entire  length ; 
the  olhera  priadpally  at  that  part  which  is  neaieat  the 
Intra-utertne  orifice.  At  a  oeHahi  point  the  trunk  of 
the  second  order  of  glantalee  enlargea  fas  the  form  of 
a  poach,  which  touehea.the  parietes  of  the  neighlioor- 
Ing  hlood -vessels,  which  eonvey  the  maternal  blood. 
The  viUoslHes  of  the  chorion  which  contain  the  ultimate 
ramification^  of  the  umblUoal  vessels  of  the  elnbryo» 
penetrate  Into  the  orifices  of  these  uterine  glands,  and 
expanding  In  their  cavities,  form  with  them  a  single 
Investment  to.the  embryonic  vessels.  This  membrane 
and  its  dnplicatnres  surround  the  uterine  blood-vessels, 
which,  at  has  before  been  said,  ramify  on  the  intersticea 
of  the  glanda.  After  tUe  union,  the  part  of  the  mem- 
brane which  waa  derived  flrom  the  parietes  of  the 
nterine  glands,  heoomea  sensibly  thinned  by  absorption. 

Once  formed,  the  placenta  of  the  bitch  is  traversed 
by  a  dense  network  of  tortuous  capillary  vessels, 
which  oonveya  the  maternal  blood.  Each  of  these 
capQlafy  veesela  la  oloaely  Invested  by  a  membrane, 
which  coatalaa  a  fine  network  of  capillaries,  derived 
tnm  the  vascular  eyalem  of  the  embryo.  It  thae 
appeara  that  the  festal  Mood  flows  through  a  vascalar 
network,  over  the  anrfooe  of  the  larger  veesela  which 
contain  the  maternal  blood.  The  two  aeto  of  veesels, 
however,  do  not  oommualcate  directly. 

In  the  human  female,  the  nterine  glands  appear  to 
be  laoreased  In  sine  over  the  whole  surface  of  the 
uterus.  Weber  has  not  noUoed  that  one  part  of  their 
trunk  dllalea  more  than  another,  neither  haa  ha 
observed  that  the  villositiee  of  the  chorion  penetrate 
their  cavidea  aa  la  the  biteh,— on  the  contrary,  they 
aia  perfectly  firee.  This  dlflTereoce  in  the  formation 
of  the  placenta  In  the  human  female  and  In  the  Utch, 
la  thought  to  be  In  some  manner  dne  to  the  l^nnallon 
of  a  *'tfec£tliM  iw/Imm.* 

The  haasan  placenta  then  diffBTS  liron  that  of  tha 
Mich:— 1st  The  dense  network  of  veeseb  wbloh  oon- 
veya the  BMtemal  bhwd  and  traversee  the  emtio 
placenta,  eonaiata  In  the  human  fomale  of  tubea  of  a 
■Moh  liHrger  dlaaeter,  bat  with  thinner  waUf.    ftid* 
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Tbe  otber  contUtneot  part  of  the  placenta,  the  TiUotities 
of  the  ehoHoo,  which  conrej  the  fine  network  of 
embryonic  ctpillariea,  form  in  the  bitch,  membranes 
and  folds,  and  In  the  human  species  ramifications, 
which  terminate  in  fine  threads,  interrupted  here  and 
there  by  nodalar  enlargements. 

In  the  perfectly  formed  placenta,  both  in  the  human 
female  and  the  bitch,  the  Tessels  which  convey  the 
maternal  and  foetal  blood  are  in  inUmate  apposition. 
This  is  effected  in  the  bitch,  by  the  first  named  ressels 
being  closely  enveloped  by  the  villoMties  of  the  chorion; 
but  in  woman  the  reverse  is  the  casoi  the  ramifications 
and  the  filaments  of  the  villosities  being  surrounded 
by  the  enlarged  vessels,  which  carry  the  maternal 
blood. 

If  it  should  eventually  be  demonstrated  that  the 
Tilloslties  of  the  chorion  penetrate  into  the  cavities  of 
the  uterine  glands  in  tbe  human  female  as  in  the 
bitch,  the  opinion  above  given  will  not  be  interfered 
with,  for  it  iiill  still  be  necessary  to  prove  that  the 
terminal  filaments  of  the  villosities  are  inserted,  and 
as  it  were,  soldered  to  the  walls  of  the  uterine  glands. 
•^Archives  d'Anatomie,  Dec,  1846. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

ON  THE   EFFECTS  OF  EMETICS   IN  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

[The  following  remarks,  by  Dr.  Beck,  are  worthy  of 
attentive  consideration,  and  we  believe  from  frequent 
observations  of  tbe  manner  in  which  itnlmonary  dis- 
eases  of  infants  are  treated,  that  they  are  in  no  wise 
eza^lj;erated :— ] 

1.  As  a  general  rule  wo  need  not  be  afraid  of  vomiting 
the  youngest  child,  provided  the.  means  used  are  mild, 
such  as  ipecacuanha,  &o.  The  mere  act  of  vomiting 
is  attended  with  no  danger,  while  the  remedial  agency 

.  of  an  emetic  is  one  of  great  power  and  value.  Besides 
acting  on  the  stomach,  it  extends  its  infiuence  to  the 
mucous  membrane  lining  the  pulmonary  organs, 
promoting  secretion  in  the  first  place,  and  then  aiding 

.  in    dislodging  and    ejecting   morbid   accamulations; 

.  accordingly,  in  pulmonary  affections,  there  ia  nothing 
ao  efficacious. 
2..  The  vomiting  induced  by  the  pr^panUiona  of 

•  antimony  ought  to  be  resorted  to  with  great  caution  in 
very  young  children,  and  should  never  be  used  except 
in  those  cases  where  a  sediktive  effect  is  required,  and 
can  be  borne  with  safety.  Inflammatory  excitement 
ought  then  always  to  bo  present  to  justify  its  use  in  a 
young  child.  Where  the  otject  ia  simply  to  evacuate 
the  stomach,  it  ought  never  to  be  thought  of.  In  such 
cases  as  croup  and  pneumonic  inflammation,  it  nay  be 
justifiably  and  beneficially  used.  In  these  cases  it 
will  be  found  that  the  system  can  bear  the  sedative 
influence  of  the  antimony  much  better  than  it  oan  in  the 
ordinary  conditions  of  the  system.  Even  here,  how. 
ever,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  push  the  antimony  too 
far,  as  dangerous  collapse  has  been  known  sometimes 
to  be  the  result 

S.  The  conimued  u$9  of  tartar  emetic  in  young  sub- 
jects cannot  be  too  specially  guarded  against.  It  is  in 
this  way,  probably,  that  it  is  so  apt  to  prove  iigarious. 
A  single  dote^  eVeH  •Chough  it  vomil*  very  freely^  may 


be  borne  with  comparative  impunity,  while  the  repe- 
tition of  it  may  keep  up  nausea  and  Intestinal  Irrita- 
tion, so  as  to  cause  Injurious  prostration.  This  is  very- 
likely  to  happen  in  cases  of  a  chronic  character,  lifce 
hooping-cough.  Although  mild  emetics  are  among  oar 
best  remedies  in  this  disease,  and  where  the  subject  It 
old  enough,  a  single  emetic  of  antimony  is  frequently 
exceedingly  beneficial,  yet  the  repeated  use  o(  aali- 
monial  emetics,  as  is  too  oAen  the  case,  appears  to  mo 
to  be  a  great  error  in  practice.  It  is  not  indicated  by 
tbe  nature  of  the  symptoms,  and  violates  a  great  role 
which  ought  always  to  be  observed  in  the  management 
of  chronic  cases,  and  that  is,  not  to  break  down 
unnecessarily  the  strength  of  the  patient.  Again,  In 
ordinary  catarrhal  affections  in  children,  a  good  deal  of 
mischief  is  frequently  done  by  the  continued  use  of 
expectorant  mixtures  containing  this  active  article. 

4.  As  the  effect  of  tartar  emetic  on  the  system  cannot 
always  be  measured  by  its  emetic  operation,  even  in  the 
adalt,  this  fact  ought  to  sprve  as  a  caution  against  the 
too  common  practice  of  giving  repeated  doses  of  it  to 
produce  vomiting  in  children,  when  they  happen  to  be 
narcotized.  While  it  fails  to  vomit,  it  may  still  operate 
as  a  poison  to  the  system.  In  all  cases  of  this  kind, 
the  proper  method  of  treatment  is,  not  to  push  the 
emetic,  but  to  endeavour  to  restore  the  sensibility  of 
tbe  patient,  and  then  sometimes  vomiting  comes  on 
at  once. 

5.  In  using  tartar  emetic  in  children,  especial  regard 
shoold  be  had  to  their  constitutions.  In  those  naturally 
delicate,  and  especially  where  the  scrofuloiu  diathesis 
exists,  it  should  never  be  used  if  it  can  be  avoided. 
Prostration  is  mush  more  apt  to  ensue  in  them,  and 
where  the  article  is  persisted  in  for  any  length  of  tinie, 
is  sure  to  do  harm.  It  is  in  such  constitutions,  when 
labouring  under  hooping-ooughy  and  where  the  use  of 
this  article  has  been  too  long  continued,  that  tbe  baneful 
effects  of  it  are  most  strikingly  obeerved. 

6.  It  is  perhaps  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  if  tartar 
emetic  be  an  article  of  such  danger,  the  younger  the 
subject  to  whom  it  is  given,  the  more  likely  is  it  to  do 
harm.  In  children  under  a  year,  I  shoold  say,  aa  e 
general  rule,  it  ought  never  to  be  used.  During  that 
period,  the  powers  of  life  are  too  feeble  to  bear  so 
active  a  remedy,  at  the  same  time  that  all  thebeoefleial 
effecU  of  an  emetic  may  be  gained  from  the  use  of 
ipecacuanha,  or  even  milder  means. — New  YorkJcurmal 
of  Medicine,  and  l>uldin  Medical jPthm,  J aa,^,  1847.  . 

SURGERY. 

EEECTIJLB   TUMOOft  OW    THE    BEAD    OW    THE    TIBUj 
LIGATORS  OF   THE  FEJCO&AL  AMXKRY  I  DBATH. 

This  instance  of  a  disease  which  has  only  of  late 
years  attracted  the  attention  it  deserves,  occurred  at 
the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Toulouse. 

The  patient,  a  female,  aged  26,  experienced  for  the 
first  time,  about  March,  1843,  indistinct  pains  in  the 
left  leg.  These  pains  weie  transient  and  did  not 
impede  the  motions  of  the  joint  About  the  middle 
of  the  year  she  fell  from  a  obair  and  etnick  her  limb, 
after  which  the  disease  from  which  sbeeventeaDy  died, 
deolared  Itself  moiw  |K>siiivoly.    A  tumour  wne.  new 


GENERAL  RETROSPECT. 


1ST 


T 


pMMptSble  in  the  region  of  the  head  of  the  tibia,  which 
wM  leeched  by  the  rargeon  in  attendance/  as  may  be 
imagined,  without  relief,  bot  on  the  contrary  it  rapidly 
increased  in  size,  nntil  November,  when  it  exhibited 
the  following  appearances :— At  the  upper  part  of  the 
left  leg  immediately  below  the  knee,  an  irregular 
tnmonr  was  perceived,  consisting  of  two  unequal 
elevations,  hard  and  redsting,  incompressible  and  not 
painAil  on  pressure.  Pulsations  were  also  plainly 
perceptible  isochronous  with  the  arterial  diastole; 
there  was  also  a  alight  hnut  de  to^gUL  BoUi  the 
pnleafions  and  bruit  ceased  on  compression  of  (he 
cmrml  artery.  The  knee-joint  and  the  poplitieal  space 
were  in  their  natural  condition;  the  general  health 
wms  good.  The  diagnosii  was,  erectile  tumour  of  the 
head  of  the  tibia. 

The  operation  decided  upon,  namely,  ligature  of 
the  emral  artery,  was  performed  in  the  January 
auGceeding*  the  female  being  at  the  time  five  months 
pregnant  As  soon  as  the  ligature  was  applied,  the 
pulsation  in  the  tumour  entirely  oeased.  The  next  day 
the  tomonr  was  considerably  diminished  in  size,  and  the 
patient  was  to  all  appearance  doing  well  in  every 
Inspect;  btttit  was  speedily  observed  that  suppurative 
inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue  had  jiopervened ; 
pleurisy  with  effusion  followed,  and  the  patient  died  at 
tlie  end  of  the  week,  after  having  miscarried. 

Potiwtmriem,  Sero-pumlent  effusion  in  the  left 
plearsky  with  compression  of  the  lung;  other  organs 
jMulchy.  The  cellular  tissue  of  the  thigh  on  which 
the  operation  had  been  performed,  was  filled  with  pus, 
w2iich  had  burrowed  among  the  muscles  in  every  direc> 
tion.  On  renoTing  the  integument  from  the  tumour, 
it  waa  found  to  be  bard  and  incompressible  in'  some 
pails,  fragile  in  others,  and  crepitating  on  pressure 
like  dry  parchmenL  In  some  points  the  bony  tissue 
had  completely  disappeared.  A  division  of  the  head 
of  the  tibia  shewed  that  the  tumour  was  composed  of  a 
tinsue  of  varied  colour,  being  yellow  in  some  spots, 
7«Me>CQlonred  in  others,  and  spotted  m  as  to  resemble 
m  flection  of  the  brain.  The  mass  of  the  tumour 
appealed  to  comtist  of  two  substances^.»one  of  a  chalky 
wliite  and  inorganic^  the  other  having  an  areolar 
appearance  and  appearing  to  contain  the  former. 
Sese  and  there  masses  reaembling  fat  appeared,  as  well 
s»  «pnlB»  having  the  aspect  of  softened  encephaloid 


Xbese  varieties  of  ^aeased  -stractnie  had  entirely 
xajplaced  fhe  spongy  tisane  of  the  bone,  but  the 
eacsili^  was  snafllBCted.  The  more  solid  formations 
oi  the  bone  wete  reduced  to  a  complete  shelL  No 
(lef  any  size  waslraced  into  the  tomonr, — QaxHU 
MSfiUiuXf  Jan.»  1847. 


OJI   TBS  TKSATUHT  OF    CBEXAIN    aUEOICAL  AftXC- 
TXOMS  BT  BUSTATIOM  OF  THB  DISBAtBD  PABTS. 

li.  Gflidj  hue  te  mm»  tkm  bem»  la  Uie  habit  of 
esrtato  jnflammaleiy  affiwttons  by  piMing  the 
er  pufty  ha  fldeh  a  peeltkni  aato  fairowrthe  nMhh 
bleed  to  the^hetrt.     Thla  plna  has  thie  aAnoi. 
that  it  dow  not  entado  Iho  i^ptkotioa  of  the 
lal  BMtttB  of  IrMtaeBt^  htti»  u  If  iliowii  by  M . 


Dnpuy,  it  is  in  many  cases  in  itself  sufficient  to  effect 
a  cure. 

The  question  meets  us  in  Hmine,  What  are  the 
phenomena  which  are  induced  by  elevating  a  part  of 
the  bodyf  If  the  hand,  for  instance,  be  allowed  to 
hang  down,  we  observe  that  it  becomes  engorged  with 
blood.  Place  it  in  the  contrary  position,  and  the  livid 
colour  disappears,  and  the  vessels  empty  themselves* 
It  is  efident  from  this  experiment  that  in  the  first  . 
instance  the  blood  accumulates  in  the  most  depending  . 
part ;  in  the  other  the  reverse  occurs,  the  blood  readily 
finding  its  way  towards  the  centre  of  the  dronlatioiu 
What  is  thus  seen  to  occur  in  a  healthy  condition  of 
parts,  also  happens  under  certain  modifications  in 
disease.  M.  Dupoy  gives  the  following  account  df 
the  practical  application  of  the  above  principles :—  - 

If  the  thumb  or  hand  be  inflamed,  the  pstient 
is  made  to  lie  in  such  a  position  that  the  elbow  ia 
maintained  in  a  position  higher  than  the  shoulder. 
The  fore-arm  is  placed  perpendicular,  supported  by 
cushions,  care  being  specially  taken  that  the  circnlatioa 
Is  not  impeded  by  bandages;  the  hand  is  then  enveloped 
in  bandages,  to  which  tapes  are  fixed,  and  attached  to  the 
top  of  the  bed.  These  means,  with  some  simple  modi, 
fications,  are  likewise  made  use  of  in  inflammation  of 
the  lower  exUemitiea.  M.  Gerdy  raises  the  end  of  the 
bed  by  placing  a  chair  under  it,  thus  raising  the  foot 
upon  tlie  summit  of  an  inclined  plane.  Once  so 
placed,  and  care  being  taken  that  no  iujnriaus  pressure 
is  exerted,  the  patient  must  not  move  from  the  position 
even  to  satisfy  natural  wants ;  for  be  may  destroy  in  a 
few  minutes  all  the  benefits  which  have  been  obtained 
by  whole  days  of  repose.  Although  elevation  cannot 
be  so  "efficaciously  applied  to  the  head  and  trunk  as  to 
the  extremities,  it  yet  may  be  employed  to  a  certain 
extent.  Supposing  the  eye  to  be  inflamed,— the  patient 
will  lie  with  his  head  high,  and  on  the  opposite  side  to 
the  one  affected.  Why  are  inflammatory  affections  and 
discharges  from  the  wcmb  so  tedious  in  recovery,  but 
for  the  stagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  organ  t  Let  a 
woman,  who  has  been  accustomed  to  keep  herself  in 
the  vertical  posture^  go  to  bed,  and  raise  her  hips  by 
means  ot  pillows,  and  she  will  soon  find  her  case 
amended.  The  same  principles  apply  to  inflammatory 
affections  of  the  face,  breasts,  &c. 

The  advantage  of  this  plan  of  treatment  is  not, 
however,  confined  to  inflammation,  but  it  is  equally 
serviceable  in  ulcers*  uterine  hnmorrheges,  and  varicose 
veina  In  many  instances  of  the  latter  disease,  in  BC» 
Geidy's  wards,  elevation  alone  of  the  Umb  has  been 
completely  sncoesafuL  The  utility  of  the  plan  is  also 
inoonteatible  in  varicocele.  The  communication  of 
M.  Dupuy  terminatee  with  these  oonolnstons : — 

1st.  That  elevation  of  the  diseased  part  Is  sAde, 
without  the  intervention  of  other  therapeutical 
measiAes,  to  cut  abort  certain  inflammations,  if  it  be 
employed  suffidenUy  eariy. 

Sad.  That  In  phlegmon  It  relieves  pain  by  diminish- 
kng  Ibe  qoeattty  of  blood  In  the  part. 

M.  That  It  advBnces  the  enra  of  engoiigementoind 
bhfonie  ptofluTin  of  the  aterns. 

dth.  Th«toortdi&hiiBM»nteteiBiigrbefB9«adedbylt» 
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SENNA  WITH  MATIGQ.  IN  HJBMORRHAGB  FROM  THB  BOWELS. 


dtb.  That  it  ii  abW  to  cure  eertain  ulcen  of  the 
lomr  cxtremiUes. 

6th.  That  Taricei  and  hemorrhoid  •  aroadvantago* 
oiisly  modified  by  elefation. 

7th.  Thai  where  it  is  not  sufficient  in  itself  to  effect 
a  care,  it  is  always  a  potent  anxiliary.— ^rcAtve« 
GMraUsy  Nov.,  1846. 

MSTHOO   FOR   PaKTBNTlNO  THB  PKOJBCTION   09  THS 
BOMBS  IB   FBACTOBB   OF  THB   LBQ. 

The  leg  is  to  be  placed  in  the  bent  position  on  the  ont- 
side»  with  a  common  side  splint  plaoed  aboYo  and  below, 
slightly  hollowed  out  to  fit  the  leg.  In  addition  to 
these,  two  straight  splints  are  osed,  padded  on  one 
side,— one  of  soffieient  length  to  extend  from  the 
patella  to  the  upper  part  of  the  lower  third  of  the  leg, 
the  other  long  enoagh  to  reach  from  the  hollow  of  the 
knee  to  beyond  the  heel.  If  the  straps  be  now  passed 
ronnd  the  leg,  incloding  the  shorter  of  the  two  straight 
splints  on  the  front,  and  the  longer  splint  on  the  back 
of  the  leg,  along  with  the  two  bottom  splinU  on  the 
upper  and  under  side,  the  tibia  and  fibula  above  the 
fracture  will  be  pushed  bacliwards,  whilst  the  foot  with 
the  part  below  the  fracture  is  pressed  forwards.  In 
this  manner  the  tendency  d(  the  tibia  to  pass  forwards* 
after  simple  dislocation  or  fracture  near  the  ankle,  is 
effectually  prefented.— 'Ormerod'x  Clinkal  ObservaiwnSf 
p.  53. 


ON    THE    COMBINATION   OF    SENNA   WITH 

MATICO    IN    HiEMORRHAGE    FROxM    THE 

BOWELS  IN  FEVER. 
to  thb  bditob  of  thb  provincial  mbdical  and 

surgical  journal.  ^ 

Sir,' 

I  have  frequently  used  matico  in  cases  of  bsmorrbage, 
but  I  was  much  pleased  about  three  months  ago,  with 
the  benefit  obtained  from  combining  it  with  senna,  in 
a  case  of  typhus  fever,  where  liBeiuorrhage  from  the 
bowels  took  place.  As  I  had  previously  attended  to 
the  BtHte  of  the  liver,  &c.,  I  iramediately  ordered  Maiictf 
and  FoHorum  Senna;,  uirq.  dr.  ij.,  to  be  infused  in 
a  pint  of  boiling  water,  and  a  wine  glassful  to  be  taken 
frequently.  Scybala  mingled  with  blood  soon  passed 
the  intestines,  after  which  less  blood  flowed,  and  by 
cootinuing  tbe  above  mixture  in  similar  doses  at  various 
intervals  for  three  or  four  days,  during  which  time  the 
alvine  evacuations  gradually  improved,  my  patient  soon 
get  rid  of  this  troublesome  symptom. 

I  make  these  hasty  remarks  in  order  that  this  remedy, 
(Matico,)  which  I  consider  one  of  the  most  valuable 
additions  lately  made  to  the  Materia' Medica,  may  be  more 
nsed  in  the  various  forms  in  which  disease  is  constantly 
taking  place  in  these  wondrous  coils,  whose  healthy 
functions  are  so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  man, 
and  the  inferior  animals.  I  used  this  combination  with 
a  view,  not  only  to  arrest  the  hsemorrhage,  but  also  to 
prevent  the  diarrhcea  which  frequently  follows  it  in 
fever  cases.  Anything  which  will  obviate  this,  is  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  those  tvho  are  anxious  to  combat, 
alleviate,  or  remove  the  sufferings,  in  every  form,  of 
their  fellow  creatures. 
The  pnbUcation  of  Dr.  Hartie'i  valttable  comouBm- 


catioa  to  Dr.  Jcffreye*  in  tbe  last  nnosbcr  of 
Jonmal,  hat  emboldaacd  no  to  addren  lUt  notttt 
which,  if  yoB  think  worthy  a  plaee  in  tbe  pefes  of  Ibo 
Pr99ineial  Medk^  mtd  SmrfiaU  JownMl,  job  are  at 
liberty  to  insert. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yonr  most  obedieet  Servant, 

ISAAC  WATMOUOH,  M<D. 
Pocklington,  Yorkshire, 
March  4th,  1847. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTIQE  OF  THE  LATB  MR. 

DODD. 
to  thb  bditob  of  tub  pbovimcul  mbdical  abd 

8uboical  joubnal. 
Sib. 

In  the  biographical  notice  of  my  excellent  and 
lamented  friend,  Mr.  Dodd,  published  in  your  last 
number,  there  is  a  slight  error  which  I  will  thank  yon 
to  correct  at  your  convenience.  I  am  desirous  that 
this  should  be  done,  not  so  much  for  my  own  sake,  or 
for  the  sake  of  the  eminent  friends  who  at  different 
times  saw  Mr.  Dodd  along  with  me,  (viz..  Sir  James 
Clark,  Dr.  Watson,  and  Dr.  Walshe,)  as  for  the  sake 
of  auscultation,  which  might  be  supposed,  from  this 
statement,  to  have  faltered  egregiously  in  a  very  simple 
case. 

The  passage  I  refer  to  is  the  following:— "There 
was  much  gravitation  in  both  lungs  posteriorly,  hot 
principally  in  the  right,  where  the  greater  portion  of 
the  posterior  lobe  was  gorged  with  blood,  and  was  very 
friable.  There  was,  however,  in  this  situation,  neither 
fibrous  nor  any  other  deposit,  except  the  infiltration  of 
blood,  nor  hepatization  or  any  adventitious  growth, 
though  it  was  in  this  situation,  and  this  dflly,  that  dtt- 
ease  had  been  long  suspected.**  Now;  the  truth  is,  that 
some  years  before  my  poor  friend's  death,  all  the  gen- 
tlemen above  mentioned,  as  well  as  myself,  had,  on 
separate  examinations,  recognized  disease  in  the  upper 
lobe  of  the  right  lung,  and  subsequently  in  the  lefti 
and  none  in  the  inferior  lobes. 

In  some  notes  now  lying  before  me  of  the  lastexant- 
nation  I  made,  (Sept.  27th,  1846,)I  find  the  signs  indi- 
cate as  close  an  approximation  to  the  condition  of 
the  lungs  found  on  dissection  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  to  be  made  four  months  before  death.  The 
principal  of  these  signs  are  :-~Greater  dulness  of  tbe  - 
right  side  generally  than  the  left,  anteriorly ;  greater 
dulness  of  the  left  side  than  the  right  over  the  lower 
lobes,  posteriorly;  great  dulness  on  the  axillary  aspect 
on  the  right  side ;  a  comparatively  good  sound  on  the 
lower  portion  of  the  right  back.  On  the  right  tide,  res- 
piration cavernous  above  the  clavicle,  with  pectorilo- 
quy, (the  parts  here  greatly  sunk  in,)  also  on  the 
sternal  border  of  the  subclavicular  region ;  strongly 
bronchial  on  the  axillary  face ;  in  many  places  the  res- 
piration extremely  feeble  or  null)  with  varioos  fonss 
of  rhoachit  crepitant  and  others.  On  the  lower  portton 
of  the  beck  the  resplcation  strong,  (puerile ;)  bigber 
up,  in  tbe  scapnlsr,  intra-scapular,  and  8upm>'S0^^ttlar 
regions,  there  is  *the  sane  narked  crepttos  as  ante* 
riorly.    Nearly  tbe  same  state  oC  things  was  fonnd  oa 
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tkmhft  tid^i  wadn  tht  ekrietoi  tb«  raipirmtioD  ksteted 
to  be  inariEedlj  bronehUl,  with  the  eipirmtioa  greatly 
pvolnifedy  and  loud  Immelioplioiiy,  (pectoriloqay  ?) 
tbe  broncfaial  resptnitioii  being  increaaed  lower  down ; 
•a  tbe  axillary  aspect  the  respiration  is  more  satoral, 
bst  becoming  bronchial  towards  the  pectoral  border ; 
on  the  top  of  the  shoulder  tbe  same  strong  bronchial 
respiration,  with  greatly  prolonged  expiration,  as  on 
tbe  front;  respiration  rery  feeble  on  the  lower  parts 
posteriorly. 

No  doobty  part  at  least,  of  tbe  conditions  of  tbe 
lower  lobes  found  after  death  was  produced  subsequently 
to  my  last  examination. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  FORBES. 

London,  March  5,  1847. 

[The  erroneous  statement  referred  to,  was  made  to 
the  gentleman  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  notice 
of  our  lamented  associate,  by  Mr.  Dodd  himself,  and 
repeated  many  times.  It  affords  another  instance  of 
.the  peculiar  disposition  which  is  so  often  manifested 
by  phthisical  patients,  to  flatter  themselves  and  others 
as  to  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  under  which  they 
are  suffering. — Ed.] 


fiHOittal  SntelUgmce. 


EFFECTS   OF   «THER   INHALATION  IN 
PARTURITION. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  correspon- 
dent, in  reference  to  the  subject,  dated  Paris,  February 
25tb,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  readers: — 

**  The  mind  of  tbe  profesaion  here,  is  entirely  occu- 
pied  upon    the  sstber    question,  to    tbe    temporary 
exclusion  of  all  others.    The  Baron  Dubois  read  a 
very  interesting  paper  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
the  day  before  yesterday,  giving  the  details  of  six  cases  of 
protracted  and  difficult  labours,  in  which  the  rapourof 
solphuric  aether  was  inhaled  with  marked  advantage. 
Tbe  particulars  will  be  almost  immediately  published, 
but  in  the  interim  I  may  as  well  tell  you  that  the 
reealts  of  the  Baron's  experience  warrant  him  in  con-* 
clsding  that  the  vapour  of  the  stber  may  be  inhaled 
by  parturient  women: — 1st,  without  any  danger   to 
mother  or  child ;  2nd,  with  advantage  to  both,  in  so 
much  as  that  it  destroys  all  resistance  in  the  voluntary 
miiflcles  of  the  perineum,  relaxing  or  rather  paralysing 
tbem  for  tbe  moment,  without  impeding  or  interfering 
in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  natural  physiological 
XDiiscular  actions  of  the  uterns.    The  Baron  has  also 
obaerred  that  tbe  abdominal  muscles  in  their  actions  in 
partnritiott  are  not  at  all  affected  by  the  inhaled  aether. 
"The  two  first  cases— both  instrnmental— H>ne  in 
labonr  forty  hours,  the  other  thirty-six,  before  the 
rspoor  was  inhaled,   turned  out  ultimately  unfortn- 
xiate,  aa  both  |»atients  died  of  puerperal  fever  which  was 
at  the  time  prevailing  in  the  hospital,  (La  Matemit^.} 
sad  mult  the  fisron  does  aot  think  can  be 
at  all  to  the  use  of  the  vapoar;  nor  does  he 
on  the  other  hand  attribate  the  immunifty  of  the  ofther 
patients  in  the  same  hospitafto  it. 


**  The  Baron  a|K»n  interrogating  the  patients  aftttr 
delivery  as  to  their  sensations  during  the  operatioa* 
was  informed  by  all  but  one,  that  they  felt  nothing  of 
what  was  doing,  but  that  one  smiled  and  would  no^ 
say  what  she  had  felt.  It  afterwards  turned  out  that 
this  patient,  by  her  confessions  to  the  nurse,  was 
ashamed  to  say  what  she  felt  and  thought,  as  she  found 
herself  engaged,  all  the  time  whilst  under  the  influ- 
ence of  tbe  aether  and  undergoing  tbe  opehition  of 
delivery,  toith  her  husband,  in  that  preliminary  process 
whieh  is  so  essential  to  the  bringing  about  of  that 
condition  in  which  ladies  like  to  be  who  love  their 
lords. 

"There  is  an  American  dentist  here  disputing  the 
honour  of  the  discovery  with  Or.  Jackson.  This  dent- 
ist, a  Doctor  Wells,  or  Way,  says  he  made  the  discovery 
by  induction,  in  1844,  and  that  after  many  successfal 
experiments  in  his  own  practice,  he  travelled  from  the 
city  of  Hertford,  in  Connecticut,  to  Boston,  to  lay  tbe 
discovery  before  Dr.  Jackson.  He  was  introduced  by 
Dr.  Jackson  to  bis  class  after  lecture,  and  made  some 
experiments  before  them,  but  they  unfortunately  failed, 
and  the  young  men,  to  use  his  own  words,  denounced 
him  as  an  impostor.  He  returned  to  Hertford,  and 
there  continued  to  use  the  inhalation  in  his  practice 
with  constant  success.  Such  is  his  account  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  to  the  Institute  here,  and 
his  claim  to  the  discovery  is  under  consideration.* 


*• 


HOMOEOPATHY. 

Madame  Hahnemann,  widow  of  the  celebrated 
founder  of  Homoeopathy,  wa?  summoned  on  the  20th 
ultimo,  before  the  correctional  tribunal  at  Paris,  for 
having  illegally  practised  the  medical  art.  The  prosecu- 
tion was  directed  by  the  procureur  du  roi,  on  a  com- 
plaint by  M.  Orfila,  senior  member  of  the  faculty  of 
medicine.  Madame  Hahneiiiann  declared  that  she 
had  received  a  diploma  as  Doctor  of  Medicine,  in 
Pennsylvania.  She  also  stated  that  she  never  received 
pecuniary  remuneration.  M.  Delau,  M.D.,  of  Mont- 
pellier,  confirmed  the  latter  fact,  and  stated  that  he 
often  consulted  Madame  Hahnemann.  The  court 
pronounced  judgment  thus: — ''Whereas,  Madame 
Hahnemann  had,  without  diploma  or  certificate  avail- 
able in  France,  illegally  practised  as  a  doctor,  and  at  the 
same  time  compounded  and  sold,  without  legal  anihority, 
medical  preparations,  offences  provided  against  by  the 
law,  the  SHid  ividow  Hahnemann  be  condemned  to 
100  francs  fine,  and  to  tbe  expenses.'* — Lancet, 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

James  Paget,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Surgery  to  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  has  been  elected  Assistant 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  in  the  roooa 
of  Mr.  Lloyd,  lately  appointed  Surgeon. 

Dr.  R.  F.  Lindoe  has  been  elected  Physician  to  the 
Eastern  Dispensar}',  Bath,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  TarletOD, 
resigned. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members,  Friday,  February 
19,  1847  :— H.  Davies;  T.  Pratt;  L.  P.  Afaddcn;  J. 
Nashj  J.  VV.  Poland;  A.  Gozybowski ;  A.  Asmar; 
R.  B.  Sawer;  E,  U  VVebbi  J.  Hutchinson. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


SOCIBIY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  LicentUtet,  ThortdAy,  February 
IStli  -.—John  Bleeck,  Bristol  s  Temple  Clierallier  Mey, 
Oretford;  Edward  Monement,  Lynn  Regis;  George 
Rretyman  Hnbbard,  Bnry  St.  Edmunds;  Anthony 
Unthankf  Nottingham. 


ROYAL  MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETT  OF 

LONDON. 

At  the  Annirersary  Meeting  of  the  Royal  Medico- 
Cbirnrgical  Society,  held  on  Monday,  March  lit, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year: — Pretident:  James  Moncrieff  Amott, 
F.R.S.— Ffce-iVettiiM/fr  Robert  Ferguson,  M.D.; 
Jonathan  Ftereira,  M.D.,  F.R.S.;  Robert  Ltston, 
F.R.S.;  Richard  Partridge,  P.  R.  S.  —  TVconirtfV : 
George  Barrows,  M.D. ;  Benjamin  Phillips,  F.R.S.— 
Sieretariet :  George  Cnrsham,  M.D. ;  Fred.  Le  Gros 
Clark.— XldronVrnt:  William  Baly,  M.D.;  Richard 
Quain,  F.R.S.— OMer  Memben  of  Council i  George 
Btidd,  M.D.,  F.R.S.;  W.  F.  Chambers,  K.C.H., 
M.D.,  F.R.S. ;  P.  N.  Kingston,  M.D. ;  Thomas  Mayo, 
M.D.,  F.R.S*.;  James  Arlhar  Wilson,  M.D.;  Henry 
Ancell;  Richard  Blagden;  George  Bnsk;  Charles 
Hawkins;  Benjamin  Trarers,  F.R.S. 


DEPdPATION  TO  SIR  GEORGE  GREY. 

We  are  authorised  to  state,  that  a  deputation  from 
the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  has  had  an  intenriew  with  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  George  Grey,  and  that  from  the  result  of  this 
intenriew,  strong  hopes  are  entertained  that  a  settlement 
of  the  questions  connected  with  Medical  Reform, 
satisfactory  to  all  branches  of  the  profession,  may  be 
obtained.  These  hopes  are,  howerer,  dependent  upon 
some  approach  to  unanimity,  in  the  concession  of 
minor  points,  being  manifested  by  the  different  sections 
of  the  profession. 


OBITUARY. 


Died,  February  12th,  at  Enniscorthy,  of  fever,  John 
B.  Macartney,  Esq.,M.D.,  F.R.C.S,  of  Ireland,  &c.&c. 

February  ISth,  at  Wellington,  Somerset,  aged  36, 
Albert  Langley,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

February  20th,  at  Edinburgh,  John  Pitcaim,  Esq., 
M.D. 

February  26th,  aged  68^  of  angina  pectoris,  Geoi^e 
O.  Bonpas»  Esq.,  M.D.,  of  Fishponds,  Bristol,  long  a 
nonber  of  the  Pjrovindal  Medical  and  Sutgical  Asso* 
ciation,  and  Presidcnt-Eleet  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch.  Dr.  Bompas  was  possessed  of  considerable 
adfntific  attainments,  especially  in  his  own  branch  of 
<he  profession— the  relief  of  mental  disease.  He  was 
of  mild  and  amiable  deportment,  a  model  of  the 
christian  gentleman,  and  all  his  actions  were  influenced 
by  a  feeling  of  deep  responsibility.  These  character- 
is^es  were  especially  manifested  In  the  performance  of 
his  profesdonal  duties,  and  although  not  an  implicit 
fiAlOwer  of  what  Is  called  the  non-restraint  system,  his 
}«dlciou  and  gentle  manageiiieBt  of  the  paticnta 


entnisted  to  his  care  efteled  the  iwecemfiil  raatomtkna 
of  the  mental  powers  in  a  very  remaricable  degree. 

Febmary  27th»  at  Carlisle*  RailUm  Atkinson,  Esq.,  : 
M.D. 

Lately,  at  Dnngannon,  of  ferer,  William  DawsoD, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  the  Workhouse. 

Lately,  at  Paris,  Dr.  M.  Cottereau,  the  associate  of  . 
M.  Raspaih 

In  December  last,  at  Rio  Janeiniy  M.  Felix  D'Arcet, 
one  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  French 
Goremment  to  rxamine  and  report  on  the  plague  of 

Egypt. 


BOORS  RECEIVED. 

The  London  and  Provincial  Medical  Directory. 
1847.    London :  Churchill,    pp.  288  and  362. 

Medicines,  their  Uses  and  Mode  of  Administration, 
&c.,  &c.  By  J.  Moore  Neligao,  M.D.,  Edin.,  M.R.I.A.9 
Licentiate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  IreUnd^ 
Pb}<sician  to  Jervis  Street  Hospital,  &c.,  &c.  Second 
Edition.   Dublin  :  Fannin  and  Co.  1847.  8vo.  pp.485. 

On  the  Mechanism  of  Respiration.  By  Francis 
Sibsoo,  Esq.  (From  the  <*  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions.")   London:  Taylors.  1846.  4to.  Plates. 

On  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  By  Erasmus  Wilson, 
F.R.S.,  Consulting  Sni|seofi  to  St.  Psncras  Infirmarr, 
Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology  to  the  Middlesex 
School  of  Medicine,  &c.,  &c.  Second  Edition. 
London :  Cburcbill.    1847.    8vo.    pp.  482.  Plates. 

On  Cataract,  Artificial  Pupil,  and  Strabismus.  By 
F.  H.  Brett,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Western  Institution  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  ftc,  ftc. 
London :  Churchill.  1847.  8ro.  pp.  89.  PUtes. 

Report  of  the  Liverpool  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  for 
the  year  1846.    Liverpool :  1847.    8vo.  pp.  33. 

Notes  on  the  Inhalation  of  Sulphuric  ^ther  in  the 
Practice  of  Midwifery.  By  J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D., 
F.R.S.E.,  IVofessor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Universi^  of 
Edinbui^h,  and  Physician  Accoucheur  to  her  Migeely 
in  Scothind.  (From  the  ''Monthly  Journal  of  Medical 
Science.")  Edinburgh:  Sutheriand  and  Knoi.  1847. 
8vo.  pp.  11. 

Medical  StatbUcs;  their  Force  and  Fallades.  A 
Lecture  delivered  in  Park  Street  School  of  Medicine, 
November  4th,  1846.  By  James  F.  Duncan,  A.M., 
M.B.,  Fellow  of  the  King's  and  Queen's  College  of 
Physicians,  Physician  Estraordinary  to  Sir  P.  Dun's 
and  Mercer's  Hospitals,  &c.  Dublin:  McGlaBhan. 
1847.  8vo.  pp.42. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  P.. 
Bnckell ;  A  Member;  the  Shefl&eld Medical  Society; 
Mr.  W.  C.  Worthington;  Chiruigo-Medictts ;  Dr« 
CuUen ;  Mr.  W.  F.  CUurke ;  Mr.  P.  Wright. 

The  Ather>Qnacfcery  shall  be  noticed  in  the  next 
number,  with  some  other  points  connected  with  the 
snbject  of  JBthereal  Inhalation^  which  we  tutve  beea 
compelled  to  omit. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  oonunnmicatiooa 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foivgste  Stieet,  Woneeslcr.. 
Paicefai  and  books  fdr  review,  may  be  addrewed  to* 
the  Editor  of  the  Phnrindal  Medical  and  SmglGnl 
Jonmal,  cars  of  Mr.  Churchill,  Princes  Stvetlg. 
Soho. 
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A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  CLINICAL 

MEDICtNE. 

Bj  W.  R.  B  ASHAM,  M.D.,  Phyiician  to  tbe  Westminster 

Hotpital. 
L  s  c  T  V  m  B   Vm. 

Cam^PUm^  9yw^tomaHe  of  etrfdr*/ 4iM«M :  Hi$- 
Ur^  qf  iht  mm^  irmimni^  and  emoaiueenee, — 
XH^bmiet  m  tk$  eharoetfn  0/  j^to^  «f  on  qfecium 
pir  ft,  and  09  a  wj/mptom  of  mom  remoto  dueoie. 
X«f9  qf  power  m  ike  eeeondf  tkird,  end  brenehee  ^ 
the  jtflh  amd  eeventh  fi«rMt.— Cbiuii/aim  0/  the  parte 
to  which  theee  nervee  were  dietriMed ;  extent  ef 
the  toetd  pmrafyeie ;  reaeone  for  rrferrmg  the  origin 
qftheaitaektonpopUxy,  Propreooff  the  treatment, 
tmd  preeent  eondiikm  ff  the  patient, 

Gentlemeo,— The  case  of  ptosis  of  the  left  eye,  with 
partial  paralysis  of  the  retina^  loss  of  mobility  in 
the  iris^  and  of  sensation  in  the  nenres  distribnted  to 
the  scalp  of  that  side,  with  subsequent  exaltation 
of  sensation,  is  of  much  interest,  of  rare  occurrence, 
and  very  instmetiTe  as  regards  the  therapeutic  action 
cf  the  remedies  employed.  The  man  was  discharged 
last  week  eooTalescent.  The  history  of  the  case 
declares  the  disease  to  have  been  in  its  origin  caused 
ky  some  iocd  Injury  occurring  at  the  base  of  the 
brain,  after  the  manner  of  an  apoplectic  attack,  and 
isTOlTing  the  optic  nenre  and  branches  of  the  third, 
fifth,  and  seyenth. 

A.  B.,  aged  49,  married,  a  labouring  man,  of  short 
stature  and  dusky  complexion,  complained  of  acute 
paroxysms  of  pain  confined  to  the  left  half  of  the  scalp 
and  neck,  also  dropping  of  the  left  eyelid,  with  darting 
lancinating  pain  in  the  ball  of  tbat  eye.  He  was 
placed  in  Bnrdett  ward.  About  fourteen  days  since, 
while  sitting  at  the  fire  he  suddenly  fell  from  his  chair 
insensihle.  He  was  Immediately  bled  by  a  surgeon 
who  was  quickly  In  attendance;  before  a  pint  of 
blood  was  drawn  sensibility  returned,  and  he  then 
became  conscious  of  the  cloenie  of  the  left  eye,  with 
lose  of  TisioB  In  that  eye,  and  a  numbed  sensation  in 
the  scalp.  There  was  no  pafalysls  of  any  other  organ, 
er  deficiency  of  sensatioa  In  any  other  portion  of  the 
suffaee ;  no  Incontinence  of  nriae  or  fosoes.  Has  been 
aseieljr  purged  by  some  black  draught,  an'd  has  taken 
ao  other  medicine  since  tbe  attack.  One  half  of  the 
scalp  boonded  by  the  median  line  and  commencing  at 
the  left  eye,  and  pairing  upward  to  the  sfatdput  and 
tbeace  to  the  ocdpnt,  but  not  deeeending  lower  than 
tbe  Mpe  of  the  nedc,  and  alongthe  edge  of  the  trapetios 

No.«,]|aiebJM,ia47. 


moscle  for  nearly  an  inch  and  a  half,  then  abraptly 
passing  in  front  and  upwards  to  the  chin,  the  left  cheek 
and  ear  being  included,  so  that  exactly  one  half  of 
the  cranial  surface  was  inrolved  in  this  slate  of  altered 
sensibility.  The  tongue  is  not  affected,  nor  is  there  anp 
loss  of  muscular  power  except  in  the  action  of  the  lerator 
palpebrsi  of  the  left  eye,  the  eyjclid  being  depressed 
so  as  to  half  close  the  eye.  There  is  no  want  of  power 
in  the  orbicularis  palbebramm  of  this  eye,  as  by  its 
action  the  lids  can  be  completely  closed,  and  indeed 
by  a  voluntary  effort  can  be  tightly  doeed,  effectually 
resisting  any  attempt  to  raise  the  upper  lid  mechani* 
cally  by  the  finger  till  the  action  of  the  orbicularis  ia 
irelazed.  The  state  of  sensibility  in  these  parts  is  not- 
that  of  entire  deprivation ;  it  partakea  more  of  the 
condition  of  some  forms  of  neuralgia,  the  affected 
region  being  at  times  nnmbed  and  insensible  to  external 
impressions  >  at  other  times  the  sensibility  is  much 
exalted,  and  acute  excruciating  paroxysms  of* pain 
dart  through  the  eyeball,  cheek,  and  even  over  the 
scalp  to  the  back  of  the  head«  When  the  left  lid  is 
raised  the  left  eye  is  natural  in  appearance,  the  eomea. 
perfectly  clear;  sclerotic,  not  injected  ;  maigin  of  the 
pupil  well  defined;  the  popil  free  from  cloud,  opa* 
leeeence,  or  any  coloured  appearance ;  the  iris,  is  how- 
ever, only  sluggishly  sensitive  to  the  action  of  light. 
The  motions  of  the  eyeball  are  not  made  with  precision, 
the  patient  appearing  to  have  but  an  imperfect  com* 
mand  over  them ;  when  directed  to  look  to  the  right 
or  left  or  straight  forward,  these  several  acts  are  hesita- 
tingly performed.  The  power  of  vision  in  this  eye  Is 
deficient.  When  the  lid  is  raised  he  perceives  only  a 
greyish  light,  which  he  can  distingnish  from  the  dark- 
ness when  the  Ud  n  closed,  but  he  can  recognhie  no 
object  even  held  ever  so  close.  The  sight  of  the  fight 
eye  is  perfect.  Lancinating  pains  are  frequent  in  th« 
ball  of  the  left  eye.  These  paraxysms  are  worse  at 
night.  Has  not  slept  for  many  nights.  The  featttna 
of  the  left  side,  when  the  face  is  at  rest^  do  not  appear 
addicted;  but  when  he  speaks  a  singular  expression 
oocasionany  passes  across  the  fsatures,  as  if  from  want 
of  consent  in  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  left 
with  those  of  the  right  side.  The  general  health  doea 
not  appear  Impaired ;  tongne  dean ;  pulse  snail  and 
regular;  heart's  sounds  naturaL 

He  was  ordered  Quinn  Disulph,  gr.  Q. ;  PiluL 
Hydrsrgyri,  gr.  i}.,  ter  die.  Hydraig.  Chlorid.,  gr.  ir.; 
Pair.  Soammon.  Co.,  gr.  z.|  statim*  Moipbia  Aeet.^ 
gr,  as.,  omni  nocte* 

P    . 


142 


LECTURE  ON  CLINICAL  MEDICINE 


On  the  fourth  day  from  admiauoii,  he  is  reported  to 
here  eolTered  much  leei  pain,  and  to  baTe  passed  much 
better  nights.  An  improred  diet  was  ordered.  On  the 
tenth  day,  it  is  stated  that  the  pain  is  mnch  less  serene, 
the  intermissions  being  longer;  slight  tendemce of  the 
gnms  ;  has  acquired  a  greater  power  over  the  affected 
lid,  and  can  slightly  raise  it ;  the  iris  is  less  sluggish 
to  the  influence  of  the  light,  and  the  patient  states 
that  he  can  perceive  the  light  stronger  and  brighter. 
The  mercnry  was  withdrawn ;  Quins  Disulph.  gr.  ij.; 
Extr.  Aloes,  gr.  j.,  ter  die. 

On  the  twenty-ffrst  day,  had  recovered  nearly  com- 
plete power  over  the  affected  lid }  the  pain  in  the  eye 
nnd  scalp  is  much  diminished  both  in  intensity  and 
frequency;  be  can  distinguish  the  bars  in  the  window, 
and  even  intervening  objects  faintly.  On  the  twenty- 
ninth,  vision  bad  become  nearly  perfect  with  the  left 
eye;  conld  distinguish  most  objects  with  the  left  eye 
alone ;  some  indistioctDess  for  distant  objects ;  paralysis 
of  the  levator  palpebr»  of  the  left  eye  has  entirely 
disappeared,  the  aspect  of  the  two  eyelids  being 
identical.  The  state  of  the  features  when  speaking 
presents  now  nothing  remarkable.  He  is  quite  free 
from  pain,  but  states  that  he  occasionally  feels  the  top  of 
hisheild  numbed,  and  when  scratched,  deficient  in  sensa- 
tioUi  but  that  this  feeling  is  not  constant ;  the  general 
health  is  good,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  a  short  time  ail 
vestiges  of  this  cerebral  affection  may  be  removed. 

In  offering  to  you  some  clinical  observations  on 
this  case,  let  me  first  direct  your  attention  to  the 
symptom  most  palpably  evident, — one  that  without  any 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  patient  you  could  not 
fail  to  notice,  namely,  the  dropping  of  the  left  eye-lid, 
termed  ptosis,  from  a  Greek  word  wrwttTf  siaiply 
mealing  to  fall  down.  Ptosis  may  be  considered 
either  as  an  affection  per  «e,or  as  a  symptom  of  internal 
cerebral  disease.  The  first  is  dependent  on  certain 
integumentary  conditions,— such  as  hypertrophy  of 
the  cellular  tissue  of  the  upper  lid,  or  excess  of 
integument,  so  that  power  of  tbe  levator  palpebrae 
is  overcome  by  tbe  mau  of  tbe  lid  to  be  raised.  It 
is  comparatively  a  triviad  affection,  and  is  frequently 
relieved  by  surgical  operation,  and  it  must  be  care- 
lolly  distinguished  from  the  dropping  lid,  which,  as  a 
^mptom,  is  one  of  considerable  moment,  as  indicating 
sotae  serious  organic  lesion  in  tbe  encephalon. 
>  When  ptosis  is  a  symptom  of  cerebral  disease,  it 
does  not  occnr  alone,  there  are  usually  several  other 
concurring  conditions  sufficiently  explicit,  pointing  to 
the  cerebral  centre  as  their  source. 

Now  in  this  case,  the  second  point  of  observation 
was  the  numbed  and  deficient  sensibility  of  the  cheek, 
forehead,  scalp,  and  chin  of  the  left  side.  Our  atten- 
tion was  next  fixed  upon  the  loss  of  vision ;  the  left 
eye,  unable  to  distinguish  form  or  colour,  was  yet 
faintly  'sensible  to  the  difference  between  light  and 
dark.  We  next  noticed  the  sluggish  motions  of  the 
iris  to  the  action  of  ligbt;  then  the  uncertain  action 
of  the  muscles  of  the  eye-ball ;  and  lastly,  the  play  of 
the  features  on  the  opposite  sides  of  tbe  face,  was  not 
consentaneous  when  the  patient  spoke  or  laughed. 
This  circumstance  was  evident;  but  when  the  counte- 
nance was  at  rest,  no  want  of  unity  of  expression 


appeared  to  exist.  With  snch  a  category  of  symptoisft 
could  there  be  any  donbt  as  to  the  presence  of  sone 
cerebral  condition,  as  the  eanse  of  this  aberratiott  of 
sensibility  and  motion?  But  I  wish  to  make  Has 
clearly  evident  to  you,  and  in  doing  so,  yon  will  not  ftil 
to  perceive  how  confessedly  dependent  is  pathology  upon 
anatomy  and  physiology,  and  how  little  of  the  nature 
or  cause  of  disease  could  be  known  or  dtsoovered 
without  the  aid  of  these  sciences, — sciences  which  are 
as  indisputably  the  foundation  of  all  true  pathology,  as 
they  are  indispensably  the  basis  of  all  certain,  w^- 
directed,  and  efficient  therapeutical  practice. 

The  muscular  power  of  the  levator  palpebm  is  de- 
pendent on  a  branch  of  the  third  nerve  ;  the  perceptive 
faculty  of  the  eye  is  regulated  by  the  optic  nerve ;  the 
sensibility  to  the  influence  of  light,  and  the  mobility 
of  the  iris,  arise  from  the  ciliary  nerves,  derived  from 
the  ophthalmic  ganglion,  which  is  formed  by  a  portion 
of  the  fifth,  and  a  branch  of  the  third  nerves;  the 
motions  of  the  eye-ball  are  influenced  by  the  third  or 
motor  occuli  as  it  is  called;  the  sensitiveness  of  the 
skin  of  the  cheek,  scalp,  forehead,  and  chin,  is  due  to 
the  fifth  ;  while  the  muscles  of  the  face  are  guided  in 
their  motions  by  the  branches  of  the  portio  dura  of 
the  seventh.  We  thus  find  thst  the  second,  third, 
fifth,  and  seventh  nerves,  are  deprived  of  a  certain 
amount  of  the  healthy  influence  exercised  over  the 
muscles  and  parts  to  which  they  are  distributed.  There 
was  something  singular  in  the  degree  or  extent  to 
which  these  nerves  were  deprived  of  their  accustomed 
power;  in  none  could  it  be  said  that  there  was  total 
paralysis,  or  complete  loss  of  power;  vision  waa 
not  totally  obliterated ;  tbe  patient  could  distinguish 
between  light  and  dark;  sensation  in  the  cheek, 
forehead,  and  scalp,  was  not  entirely  lost;  the  parts 
were  rather  numbed  than  paralysed ;  the  laying  of  the 
finger  gently  on  tbe  forehead  or  cheek  was  not  felt^ 
but  if  the  skin  was  pinched  he  winced.  Moreover, 
there  was  at  times  much  exaltation  of  sensibility  in 
these  parts,  lancinating  excruciating  pain  darting  in 
paroxysm's  through  the  affected  nerves.  The  mobility 
of  the  eye-ball  was  only  imperfect — not  destroyed. 
When  told  to  look  to  the  right  or  left,  upwards  or 
downwards,  the  motions  were  made  without  preci- 
sion,— awkwardly,  hesitatingly,  as  though  the  muscles 
were  not  perfectly  under  the  influence  of  the  will.  It 
could  not  be  said  that  the  iris  was  insensible  to  light, 
it  was  only  sluggish  to  its/  influence.  The  injury 
therefore  to  these  nerves  was  partiaFand  not  complete ; 
their  functions  may  be  said  to  have  been  suspended 
rather  than  destroyed.  From  so  many  nerves  being 
iui plicated^  and  the  partial  manner  in  which  these 
were  affected,  it  could  not  be  doubted  that  the  morbid 
cause  was  operating  at  the  roots  of  these  nerves, — at 
their  cerebral  centres,  not  at  the  extremity  of  their 
peripheral  distribution.  To  the  brain,  therefore,  we 
were  to  look  for  the  special  morbid  cause. 

Now,  the  history  of  the  attack  materially  aids  us 
in  our  diagnosis.  Sitting  by  the  fire,  he  suddenly 
becomes  insensible,  and  falls  after  the  manner  of  a  fit, 
from  which  he  recovers  to  find  a  surgeon  extracting 
blood  from  his  arm.  As  complete  consciousness 
returned,  he  became  aware  of  the  loss  of  sight  In  the 
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left  «fe»  and  that  he  could  not  laiie  the  lid,  and  that 
be  oonld  acaice  feel  hie  left  cheek  or  the  icalp  of  hie 
haid,  which  felt  aa  he  suted  aa  if  aslnip.  Can  we  for 
«  mooMnt  doobt  that  thii  attack  wea  of  the  nature  of 
apoplexy ;  in  its  ailldest  form  perhaps,  but  nereaheless 
dependent  on  a  lesion  oY  some  portion  of  the  eocepbalic 
apparatna.  It  would  be  idle  in  the  absence  of  all  proof, 
to  speculate  upon  the  particular  spot  in  the  brain  in 
which  this  lesion  had  occurred;  it  is  more  than 
probable,  bowerer,  that  the  base  of  the  brain  must  be 
the  spot,  but  whether  in  the  thalamns,  corpus  striatum, 
pons  Varolii,  or  •nj  other  portion  hanng  relation 
to  the  roots  of  these  nenres,  it  is  nseless  to  specolate 
upon. 

Coasiderinf  then  this  case  to  be  in  its  origin  cerebral, 
and  possessing  all  the  features  of  an  apoplectic  attack, 
with  the  formation  of  a  clot  in  some  part  of  the  encepha- 
loid  mass,  the  treatment  was  based  upon  those  principles 
which  guide  us  in  ordinary  cases  of  paralysis  from 
•apoplectic  causes.  From  the  mildness  of  the  symptoms, 
and  the  paralysis  being  su  limited,  a  favourable  prog- 
nosis was  pronounced.  It  ?ras  hoped  that  the  io6aence 
of  Bsercncf  in  alterative  doses  might  promote  the 
removal  of  the  morbid  influences  acting  on  the  nerres. 
With  this  intent,  blue  pill  was  given  twice  a  day,  in 
ten  grain  doses ;  and  to  check  the  intermitting  character 
•of  the  paroxysms  of  pain,  which  so  violently  affected 
liim,  quinine  was  combined  with  it.  This  treatment 
^raa  pursued  till  the  gums  faintly  indicated  the  in- 
floence  of  mercury  in  the  system,  and  from  that 
moment  there  was  a  daily  and  visible  amelioration  of 
all  the  symptoms.  The  paroxysms  of  pain  first  became 
less  urgent;  an  increasing  power  over  the  levator 
palpebrse  was  soon  evident,  and  the  powers  of  vision 
were  sufficiently  improved  to  enable  him  to  define  the 
bara  of  the  windows.  The  mercury  was  now  wiih- 
dlrawn,  and  its  place  supplied  with  small  doses  of 
purified  aloes,  in  conjunction  with  the  quinine.  You 
have  seen  the  patient  to-day ;  vision  is  not  yet  perfect ; 
when  the  right  eye  is  closed  he  can  distinguish  persons, 
but  not  dearly;  he  can  number  those  standing  before 
bim,  but  he  cannot  clearly  recognize  features  or 
colour  with  the  affected  eye.  The  restoration  of  the 
levator  palpebra  is,  however,  complete;  the  two  eyes 
•exactly  correspond,  and  he  can  raise  and  drop  the  left 
eye-lid  at  pleasure ;  the  motions  of  the  eye-ball  are 
pneise  and  regular,  and  the  iris  of  the  left  eye  is  now 
oqoally  sensible  to  the  influence  of  light  as  the  right. 

As  a  specimen  of  local  and  partial  paralysis  from 
apoplexy,  this  case  must  be  viewed  as  one  of  much 
interest;  and  it  is  equally  so  in  respect  of  the  influence 
that  appropriate  remedies  exercise  over  the  morbid 
cause  of  tliie  paralysis;  and  to  you,  gentlemec,  It  is 
an  example,  I  hope  not  thrown  away,  of  the  value  and 
nbeolute  otility  of  anatomical  and  physiological  know- 
ledge^ in  reading  the  mysteries  of  diseased  action ;  f»r 
it  most  be  clear  to  you,  that  if  you  did  not  know  thi* 
distribution  of  the  several  nerves  implicated*  and  were 
vnacqnainted  with  the  peculiarity  of  the  special  lunc- 
tioaa  they  severally  perform,  it  would  have  been 
inspQssible  for  yon  to  interpret  the  source  from  whence 
thcae  symptoms  were  derived. 


ON  THE  MEANS  BY  WHICH  UTERINE  HiC- 
MORRHAGE  IS  SUPPRESSED  WITHOUT 
ARTIFICUL    ASSISTANCE. 

By  Tbom AS  Radvord,  M.D.,  Conswltiog  Physiciaa 
to  the  Lying«in  Hospital,  ftc.,  Manchester. 

A  knowledge  of  the  inherent  powers  of  the  living 
body  to  stop  haemorrhage  from  the  uterus,  is  of  the ' 
highest  importance  to  the  obstetrician.  Without  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  their  mode  of  operation, 
he  can  never  practise  successfully.  All  the  principles  of 
onr  art  ought  to  be  based  on  a  clear  and  comprehensive  ^ 
knowledge  of  the  plans  adopted  by  nature  when  danger 
exists  and  threatens  the  destroction  of  life.  On  this 
account  I  have  not  hesitated  to  lay  a  brief  statement 
of  them  before  the  profession.  Although  the  following 
observations  may  not  possess  the  attraction  of  origin- 
ality, yet  I  believe,  that  every  well-thinking  aad 
]udicious  practitioner  will  admit  the  value  of  such,  if 
judiciously  made.  The  following  is  an  enumeration 
of  the  natural  anti-haemorrhagic  powers:— 1st,  syn- 
cope ;  2nd,  coagulation  of  the  blood ;  3rd,  effusion  of 
lymph  and  obliteration  of  the  vessels ;  4th,  re-union  of 
the  detached  portion  of  the  placenta  to  the  uterus; 
5th,  death  of  the  child ;  6th,  uterine  contraction;  7th, 
spontaneous  rupture  of  the  membranes ;  8th,  spon- 
taneous separation  of  the  placenta. 

Complete  or  partial  syncope  sooner  or  later  is 
induced  when  blood  is  discharged  from  the  vascular 
system;  the  difference  depends  on  a  variety  of  con- 
tingent circumstances  whith  may  exist  at  the  time. 
When  we  wish  to  make  a  quick  and  powerful  consti- 
tutional impression  by  venesection,  we  make  a  larger 
orifice,  so  that  the  blood  runs  pieno  rho.  We  place 
onr  patient  erect ;  and  if  of  feeble  constitution,  or  if 
the  habits  are  had,  tlie  effect  is  sooner  produced,  and 
continues  longer.  So  in  floodings,  we  find  the  relative 
effects  very  different ;  some  women  bear  an  immense 
loss  without  apparently  suffering  "much  from  it,  whilst 
others  rapidly  succumb  from  the  same  or  even  a  less 
amount  of  discharge.  Sudden  and  profuse  gushes  of 
blood  speedily  produce  fainting,  but  slow  and  drib- 
bling hnuiorrhageseontinue  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  without  producing  this  effect*  Although  these 
latter  kind  of  floodings  do  not  so  suddenly  depress  the 
vital  powers,  yet  they  insidiously  undermine  them,  and 
in  many  of  these  cases  the  life  of  the  patient  Is  nlti- 
mately  placed  in  more  jeopardy  than  in  those  of  the 
former  class,  provided  the  patient  is  not  immediately 
destr»)5'ed. 

Great  caution  is  necessary  not  to  allow  a  principle, 
based  on  false  security,  to  lead  the  practitioner  to  pro- 
crastination in  adopting  active  measures ;  his  judgment 
ought  not  to  be  led  astray  by  the  quantity  of  blood 
which  has  been  already  discharged,  or  is  now  being  lost, 
hut  he  should  invariably  direct  his  attention  to  the 
influence  produced  on  the  vital  powers,  as  the  imme- 
diate and  remote  effects  of  loss  of  blood  are  relatively 
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w  diflSttCBt  ia  diABrent  wonwn.  ThflM  difiBrMt 
vrlftthre  effecti  depend  on  anrietf  of  eifevmeiuicaib'— 
••  the  agOy  hebiti^  and  cowtilatioa  of  die  iroiaaBi  on 
the  eondition  of  Ae  braia  and  general  narrow  ejrileai ; 
on  Ae  fnnctiooal  and  ttrnctnial  oiftnie  itate  of  tlie 
Uioradc  and  abdoaunal  fiecera ;  on  the  etate  of  the 
ntenu;  on  tlw  position  of  the  patient  when  the 
acddent  happens;  and  on  the  mode  hj  which  the 
blood  ia  difchaifedy  Ac.  When  we  are  eonsidering 
fyncope  as  a  natural  and  sanatorj  effect,  capable  of 
prodociag  snch  favonrsble  changes  in  the  general  ctr- 
cvUtion^  and  also  in  the  vessels  from  which  the  blood 
IS  ponredy  which  tend  to  suppress  the  httmonrhages, 
we  ought  not  to  overlook  the  fact  that  syncope  is  some- 
times the  precursor  or  harbinger  of  death. 

Our  disgno*>s  ^^/^^^  should  be  ss  exact  as  possible» 
to  judge  between  salutary  and  mortal  syncope.  If 
this  state  of  the  rital  powers  is  produced  by  a  large 
and  sudden  but  not  continued  gush  of  blood,  or  by 
a  less  quantity  lost  when  the  patient  is  in  the  erect 
position,  then  conditionally  it  may  be  considered  as 
likely  to  be  useful.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
httssorrhage  has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time,  altliottgh 
slowly  yet  insidiously,  and  thereby  at  isst  producing 
the  accumulated  effects  of  loss  of  blood  upon  the 
system,  we  must  Tiew  it  es  the  prelude  of  death.  By  its 
salutary  power  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  is 
at  first  totally  suspended,  and  afterwards  lessened  in 
Ibrce  and  frequency,  by  which  less  blood  is  sent  to  the 
uterus,  and  time  is  afforded  for  coagulation  to  take 
place  within  or  in  the  immediate  vicini^  of  the  vessels. 

When  blood  is  effused  it  speedily  cosgulates  if  their 
eiists  any  substance  which  affords  a  point  d^appui  for 
the  commencement  of  thia  process.  It  is  said  by  phy- 
siologists, that  the  blood  is  more  disposed  to  assume 
this  change  in  case  of  excessive  hnmorrbage.  When 
one  of  the  umbilical  arteries  or  veins  is  ruptured 
within  the  substance  of  the  placenta,  and  the  structure 
of  the  uterine  and  foetal  surfaces  are  uninjured,  the 
effused  blood  being  confined  soon  forms  a  dot,  which 
effectually  stops  further  bleeding.  Other  similar 
accidents  happen  during  the  same  pregnancy  in  different 
parts  of  the  placenta.  But  if  the  injury  extends  through 
either  surfsce  cosgulation  does  not  so  essily  tske 
place,  as  the  blood  so  readily  escapes  externally  into 
the  vsgina,  or  internally  into  the  amnion  bag,  accord- 
ing to  the  situation  of  that  portion  of  the  organ  which 
Is  disrupted.  The  characters  of  cloU  which  form  and 
are  seen  in  the  substance  of  the  placenta  vary  according 
to  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
accident.  Sometimes  haemorrhage  happens  between 
the  uterus  and  the  placenta,  and  is  confined  in  the 
centre  by  the  drcumference  of  this  latter  oi|[an  firmly 
maintaining  its  adherence.  If  this  effusion  is  not 
great,  coagulation  takes  place,  and  sobeeqnentdiangcs 
are  accoBpUshod,  so  that  prsgnaacy  goes  on. 


its  fnterstHialstractnra.    lB8avtnllhlBloM»ol|Nef^ 
pmUm  hMBorrhage  in  which  I  haw  oxaminad  tfcr 
tttsma  aflar  deatii,  I  have  fovBd  a  sanll  poiHon  of 
adherent  placenta,  whose  8tnu;|nra  waa  so  entMr 
pervaded  with  coagulated  blood  aa  at  first  to  be  mia> 
taken  for  a  clot;  but  on  a  more  minute  examinaUoa- 
its  true  character  waa  discovered.    In  another  fatal 
ease  of  this  kind  the  practitioner  in  his  report  of  the 
poti^mrUm  examination,  represented  the  infiltrated 
portion  of  plaoenta  as  a  polypus.  Coagula  form  within 
the  uterine  venoua  openings,  apon  and  ia  the  iatar* 
stitUl  tissue  of  the  placental  tafti  which  enter  ial» 
them,  and  are  found  left  after  the  oeparalioa  wuk 
expulsion  of  the  placenta.    The  meshes  of  the  decidaal 
membrane  afford  a  surface  on  which  coagula  form  and 
adhere.    Dr.  Blnndell  and  other  writers  speak  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  anti-hmosorrhagie  powers  of  tlie 
huige  clots  of  blood  which  form  in  and  fiU  the  vagina^ 
but  which  in  my  opinion  are  overrated.    Although  I 
do  not  admit  that  they  prove  aa  valnable  a  resource  in 
flooding  aa  has  beea  meatioaed,  yet  I  would  caution 
the  obstetrician  not  to  reably  remova  them,  for  if  they 
do  not  directly  arrest  the  bleeding,  they  indunectly 
assbt  by  giving  support  to  thoae  formed  above  in  ttie- 
interstitial,  plaoental,  and  decidual  substsnces,  which 
are  of  the  greatest  utility.    Nevertheless,  the  presence 
of  coagula  in  the  vagina  ought  never  to  interfere  with 
our  more  important  duty  to  explore,  so  aa  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  child,  or  if  (he  placenta  is  aaormaliy  fixed. 

The  important  aad  valnable  prindples  first  fully 
developed  by  Dr.  Jones,  are  admirably  and  indeed 
effectively  adapted  to  prevent  bleeding  from  arteriea 
laid  open  by  injuries,  or  by  surgical  operations  im 
other  parts  of  the  body,  but  are  not  applicable  in  cases 
of  uterine  haemorrhsge.  Although  the  nteriue  srteries 
have  a  similar  oiganizatton  to  that  possessed  by  those 
elsewhere  situated,  yet  they  diflSer  in  die  at  different 
periods  and  perform  very  different  ofllces,  in  the 
ungravld,  in  the  gravid,  and  during  the  parturient  and 
puerparsl  periods. 

It  is  stated  by  some  writers  that  a  re»nnion  taken 
place  between  the  uterus  and  the  detached  portion  of 
placenta*  and  that  a  return  of  flooding  is  thereby 
prevented;  but  my  opinion  is  entirely  at  variance  with 
this  assertion,  and  from  a  great  number  of  observationa  - 
made  by  examination  of  the  plaoenta  after  its  expulsion^ 
I  am  convinced  that  a  reeurrenee  of  the  hmmorrliage 
from  the  plaoenta  ia  alooe  prevented  by  a  change 
which  tskea  place  in  the  oiganiiation  of  the  detached 
portion* 

The  death  of  the  child  ia  nlsra  nay  be  inuaadiitely- 
prodnced  by  fammorrhage,  or  it  may  mora  reaMt^ 
happen  by  the  Impdrmeat  whidi  As  Offsaie  system 
has  snatained.  But  it  is  not  to  be  understood  that  «he 
child  is  invariably  or  inevitably  deatroyed  when 
la  disnptioiif  of  the  pUceata  the  ooagola  fona  ia  1  h»BiORhage  qccu^  ba(  on  the  coatnryy  il  is  bQi» 
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sftllve  in  the  great  majority  of  these  cases.    Howerer, 
-statistics  shew  that  this  erent   happens  soffidently 
-often  to  jnetify  the  opinion  that  I  have  formed,  that 
flooding  does  not  take  place,  or  if  it  does,  it  is  rtfj 
modente  itt  degree  in  snch  eases.     Under  normal 
•dren Distances,  the 'ntero-phicental  and  tfaeplacento- 
fleta)  drcnlations  exereise  a  reciprocal,  although  not 
nn  equal,  influence  on  each  other;  and  that  there 
-exists  on  the  part  of  the  placento-fcstaJ,  a  great  and 
essential  derivatire  power.     Bnt  the  death  of   the 
child,  immediately  to  a  certain  degree,  and  ultimately 
altogether,  changes  the  functional  and  structural  con- 
ditions of  the  placenta.    *  The  stimulus  of  necessity" 
-on  the  part  of  the  child  for  a  supply  has  ceased,  and 
consequently  is  altered.    The  arteries  convey  to  the 
vitems  less  blood,  and  so  there  is  less  accumulated  in 
the  veins  to  be  returned  to  the  general  circulation. 
The  passage  of  blood  is  most  likely  first  stopped  in 
the  umbilical  arteries;  and  very  soon  after,  if  not 
almvltaneously,  that  through  the  umbilical  vein  also 
ceases,  and  consequently  both  the  arterial  and  venous 
nuniflcations  in  the  placenta  would  have  no  blood 
passing  through  them. 

The  placenta  would  therefore  at  first  be  in  a  some- 
what similar  condition  to  that  which  exists  after  the 
birth  and  separatidn  of  the  child;  but  after  a  short 
time  it  undergoes  farther  progressive  changes  in  its 
4>rgnaic  condition. '  Its  structure  becomes  less  spongy 
and  more  firm;  the  calibres  of  the  vessels  are  lessened 
and  filled  with  fibrin;  its  decidual  surface  has  a  dried 
and  shrivelled  appearance,  and  is  dotted  with  small 
coagula  of  different  aspect,  some  being  recent,  while 
others  look  old  and  fibrinous. 

During  my  practice  I  have  attended  a  great  number 
of  labours  in  which  the  child  was  dead,  and  I  have 
invariably  observed,  that  there  was  little  or  no  san- 
g:u{neous  dischai^  when  the  placenta  was  expelled, 
or  afterwards,  as  that  which  is  termed  the  lochia. 
There  were  four  cases  of  placenta  prsvia  in  tUs 
number,  which  I  shall  briefly  cite. 

In  one  case  the  hemorrhage  happened  at  the  sixth 
month.  Cold  water,  &c.  &c.,  and  the  plug  were  used; 
opium  was  administered,  &c;  These  means  effectually 
restrained  the  bleeding.  It  however  returned  with 
'Violence  in  a  fortnight,  and  again  the  same  plan  was 
successfully  adopted.  After  this  time  the  movements 
of  the  child  became  gradually  more  imperceptible, 
and  at  last  ceased  altogether.  Six  weeks  after  the 
first  attack  of  the  haemorrhage  labour  came  on,  bnt 
there  was  no  bleeding ;  the  placenta  separated  on  one 
mde,  so  that  the  head  passed  by  it.  When  the  child 
was  bom  it  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  some 
time  dead ;  the  placenta  was  also  considerably  changed ; 
there  was  no  farther  loss  of  blood. 

Tn  the  second  case  an  excessive  hemorrhage  hap- 
pened at  the  seventh  month;  there  were  no  pains. 
Plugged  successfully,  cold  appUcatiouSi  &€#  In  a  month 


the  bleeding  recurred,  but  as  there  was  no  evidence 
of  labour,  the  plug  was  introduced,  and  the  means 
before-mentioned  used.  The  hemorrhage  ceased. 
The  death  of  the  child  was  indicated  by  the  usual 
mammary  changes,  dec.  At  the  end  of  a  fortnight 
Ubour  pains  came  on,  and  as  the  os  uteri  allowed,  I 
passed  the  hand,  separated  the  edge  of  the  placenta, 
and  turned  and  delivered  the  child,  which  had  evidently 
been  dead  some  time.    There  was  no  flooding. 

In  the  third  case  the  flooding  first  took  place  from 
the  seventh  to  the  eighth  month,  and  was  afterwards 
several  times  repeated.  The  last  attack  was  so  violent 
as  to  threaten  danger.  The  os  uteri  being  rigid,  the 
plug  was  introduced,  an  abdominal  bandage  applied, 
dec.  She  never  felt  the  child  after  the  last  attack.  The 
labour  did  not  come  on  for  a  fortnight,  but  there  was  no 
farther  loss  of  blood. 

The  fourth  case  was  excessive  flooding  at  the  eighth 
month.  Then  being  no  signs  of  labour,  and  the  os 
uteri  being  firm  and  undilated,  the  plug  was  introduced, 
and  the  abdominal  bandage  applied,  &c.  The  child 
had  been  vigorous  up  to  this  date^  but  since  has  not 
been  felt  to  move.  She  went  on  to  her  full  period,  and 
as  there  was  no  flooding,  the  placenta  was  partially 
detached,  the  membranes  ruptured,  and  the  uterus 
acting  well,  the  case  was  left  to  nature.  The  child  was 
putrid,  and  the  placenta  was  much  altered.  No  after 
discbarge  occurred. 

The  grarid  uterus  mainly  consists  of  muscular 
fibres,  which  are  greatly  developed  at  the  end  of  preg- 
nancy. The  blood-vessels,  arteries,  and  veins,  have 
acquired  a  great  size, — especially  the  veins.  The  mus- 
cular fibres  are  longitudinal,  circular,  and  oblique,  each 
set  being  interlaced  with  the  others.  Portions  of  this 
tissue  are  intimately  distributed  around  the  arteries 
and  veins,  and  indeed  the  outer  coats  of  these  latter 
vessels  are  composed  of  it.  The  arteries,  which  are 
considerably  elongated,  take  a  spiral  and  tortuous 
course  through  this  texture ;  the  veins  are  situated  in 
different  tiers  in  it,  and  each  division  freely  inter-com- 
municates by  oblique  openings  with  each  other,  and 
with  those  which  lie  nearest  to  the  uterine  cavity.  Mr. 
Owen  makes  the  following  appropriate  remarks  :-*- 

'*  Every  vein,  however,  when  traced  to  the  inner  sur- 
face of  the  uterus,  appeared  to  terminate  in  an  open 
mouth  on  that  aspect ;  the  peripheral  portion  of  the 
coat  of  the  vein,  or  that  next  the  uterus,  ending  in  a 
well-defined  and  smooth  semicircular  margin,  the 
central  part  adhering  to,  and  being  continuous  with,  the 
decidaa.  In  the  course  of  this  dissection  I  observed 
that  when  the  veins  of  different  planes  communicated 
with  each  other  in  the  substance  of  the  walls  of  the 
uterus,  the  central  portion  of  the  parietes  of  the 
superficial  vein  invariably  projected  in  a  semilunar 
form  into  the  deeper-seated  one,  and  when  (as  was  fre- 
quently the  case,  and  especially  at  the  point  of  termi- 
nation on  the  inner  surface,)  two  or  even  three  of  these 
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wh§t  Tenow  chMuieU  ooaummiaitsd  with  •  deeper 
iiau  at  the  tMM  pointt  the  Mniliiiiar  ed^  deciunled 
each  other,  fo  at  to  allow  only  a  Tery  Mnall  part  of  the 
deep-aeated  feia  to  be  seen.  It  need  scarcely  be 
obienred  bow  adiairably  thie  atnicture  is  adapted  to 
eniure  the  arceat  of  the  carreatof  blood  through  these 
passages  apoo  the  contraction  of  the  mowaUr  fibres 
with  which  ^ey  are  e?«ry  ^alMre  immediately  anr- 
ronnded."— Note  to  the  paper,  "  On  the  Stmcture  of 
the  flacenta/'  in  John  Hanter's  works,  edited  by 
Palmer,  page  68. 

Mr.  John  Goodsir  passed  a  probe  into  a  rein,  and  then 
alit  it  np  with  scissors,  and  repeated  the  same  plan 
whenever  he  foond  the  entrance  of  another  branch. 
He  found  the  anastomosis  of  the  reins  increase  as  they 
approach  the  internal  surface  of  the  ntems.  ''The 
spaces  which  they  inelosedi  presenting  the  appearances 
of  narrow  flat  bands.  At  last,  in  introducing  the  probe 
under  the  falciform  edges  of  the  renous  orifices,  H 
was  found  to  have  arrived  at  the  placental  tufts,  which 
could  be  seen  by  raising  the  edges  of  the  falciform 
edges,  &c." 

The  tissues  of  the  fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus  are 
first  developed,  and  afterwards  the  cervix  and  os.  These 
changes  are  progressive,  and  gradually  enlaige  the 
cavity  as  the  foetus  and  appendages  increase  in  siae. 
In  normal  pregnancy  the  muscular  fibres  are  quiescent, 
and  passively  yield  to  this  law,  which  has  been  imposed 
on  the  organ  for  the  safety  and  growth  of  the  ovum; 
but  as  soon  as  the  foetus  is  matured,  so  that  it  is  capable 
of  extra-uterine  existence,  a  new  law  predominates, 
and  contraction  follows.  The  body  and  fundus  being 
more  muscular,  are  endowed  with  greater  irritability 
and  contractility  than  the  cervix,  and  at  first  they 
are  chiefly  employed  in  expulsion.  Some  writers  deny 
the  existence  of  muscularity,  and  consequently  con- 
traction, in  the  cervix,  but  the  great  majority  admit 
that  it  is  possessed  of  a  great  number  of  circular  and 
some  few  longitudinal  fibres.  Its  first  change  in 
labour  is  to  dilate,  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  child 
and  secundines.  This  is  said  by  some  to  be  the  effect 
ol  a  wedge,  formed  by  the  membranes,  mechanically 
forced  down  by  the  power  above.  Others  again  say  it 
is  a  muscular  act.  My  opinion  ia  that  it  contracts 
when  required  in  the  process  of  labour.  Normal  causes 
applied  induce  irregular  contraction.  Dr.  Campbell 
laya  that  a  contraction  of  this  portion  of  the  uterus  is 
■dstaken  for  what  is  described  as  hour-glass  contraction 
of  the  body  of  the  oigan. 

Normal  uterine  contraction,  which  is  of  two  kindi^ 
—first,  temporary  or  alternate-secondly,  permanent 
or  tonics  is  able  to  perform  the  parturient  function 
when  tmry  circumstance  which  acts  directly  or  in- 
directly upon  this  process,  is  equally  favourable  for 
this  end.  By  ita  power  the  child  and  placenta  ia  ex* 
paOcd,  and  the  woman  is  secured  against  the  dangers 
«(  hooding,    It  must  not  be  partial  in  its  opentioii, 


in  order  to  achieve  these  Important  objects;  but  it 
nmat  be  universal;  every  muscular  fibre  must  be 
actively  engsged  to  afford  a  sanatory  and  prattetiv* 
InAntBoa.  It  ia  necessaiy  to  reosembar  the  lengtk 
and  tortuous  oourse  of  the  arteries,  and  alao  the 
eoorsa,  relative  position,  and  the  pacnlisr  valve-Uka 
openings  of  inter-communication  of  the  veina;  the 
imbedment  of  these  visssels  in  the  muscular  tisane^ 
and  surrounded  by  it  We  must  also  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  the  calibre  of  these  vessels  is  fully  occcupied 
by  the  blood  passing  in  this  state  through  the  pariates- 
of  the  full  grarid  uterus,  whose  superficies  la  extensive* 
Then  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  understand  why  uterine 
contraction  is  so  powerfully  anti-hjsmorrbagic.  The' 
measurement  of  the  surface  of  the  gravid  uterua  at 
the  end  of  pregnancy  or  beginning  of  labour,  oofls*- 
pared  with  the  same  oigan  when  rsgnlariy  and 
tonically  contracted  after  the  expulsion  of  its  contcnti^ 
is  very  different  indeed.  Dr.  Bluodell  emphatically 
remarks  that  the  muscular  fibres  act  as  so  many 
ligatures  upon  the  vessels. 

Notwithstanding  the  beautiful  adaptation  of  the 
means  to  the  end,  when  all  is  in  a  normal  state,  we- 
frequently  find  in  practice  that  there  an  constitutional 
and  local  conditions, — ^physical  and  moral  causes^ 
which  produce  upon  the  uterus  anormal  effects;  and 
hence  we  find  its  action  perverted,  or  altered  in  power,, 
and  in  some  cases  altogether  suspended.  This  anormal^ 
state  of  uterine  energy  exists  in  every  degree,  and. 
comes  on  at  all  times  during  or  after  labour,  con* 
stituting  what  is  usually  called  cases  of  complete  or 
partial  atony,  or  irregular  contraction.  Partial  con* 
traction  assumes  the  character  of  spasm,  and  may 
seize  any  portion  of  the  uterus  to  any  extent,  and  to  any 
degree  of  intensity.  The  fundus  may  firmly  con« 
tract,  whilst  the  body  and  cervix  are  in  a  relaxed  state  ^ 
the.  circular  fibres  of  the  body  may  contract,  and  yet 
the  fundus  and  cerWx  be  uncontracted,  and  thus  con* 
stitute  hour-glass  contraction.  Sometimes  the  os  and 
cervix  contract,  and  the  upper  portion  of  the  organ 
is  atonic,  thereby  affording  a  shut-up  carity,  I& 
which  the  placenta  is  sometimes  incarcerated,  and 
sometimes  a  large  quantity  of  blood  is  effused  into  i^ 
which  is  called  internal  flooding. 

Different  sets  of  muKular  fibres  irregularly  and 
successively  contract,  and  change  in  such  a  way  as 
to  form  small  chambers,  which  open  out  of  the  general 
uterine  cavity.  I  will  briefly  cite  a  case  aelacted  itam 
many  others,  illustrative  of  the  capridooa  state  Gf 
I  may  use  the  term,)  of  the  muscular  flbrea.  I  was 
requested  by  Mr.  P.,  to  visit  a  patient  who  was  flooding^ 
one  child  being  bom,  and  another  thoiight  to  be  atiU 
in  utero.  Upon  my  arrival  the  hmmorrhage  continued* 
On  placing  my  hand  on  the  abdoaian«  I  fenad  the 
uterus  Urgt  and  generally  doughy ;  about  the  nuddle 
was  a  hard  and  resistant  portkni,  at  the  boeedaiy  el 
which  there  waa  fait  a  fadllatofy  teiiMfkwii  whUk 
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•CMrtimied  mmm  tbM ;  it  jrieldtd  in  a  tlioTt  tine,  and 
-nnotticr  lurdened  portion  was  found.  The  Mnaationt 
•pfodncnd  by  tliCM  eontractiont  led  to  tbe  notion  of  the 
•«xialenc«  of  a  aeeond  child.  I  now  introdnced  the 
liaad,  and  only  fonnd  the  placenta  and  some  coagulated 
blood.  My  attention  was  called  to  a  circalar  opening 
at  the  antMor  part  of  the  womb,  throagh  which  I 
-coold  pass  two  fingers;  to  my  surprize  this  spasm 
yirided,  and  was  soon  succeeded  by  a  similar  state  in 
another  part.  I  endearonred  to  produce  uniform 
'Contraction,  but  this  migratory  irregular  action  con- 
-tfaraed  for  some  time,  notwithstandiog  a  large  dose  of 
Imidanttn  was  given. 

Irregnlar  contraction  of  a  portion  of  the  uterus* 
-in  the  Tieinity  of  the  placenta  causes  partial  sepa- 
^ntion  of  it,  and  flooding  happens.  Again,  one 
^rtioa  of  the  uterus  in  the  same  neighbourhood 
maybe  atonic,  and  the  rest  of  the  organ  well  con- 
-tractcd,  and  so  flooding  continues.  Whenever  and 
by  wbaterer  cause  a  partial  contraction  of  the 
placenta  happens,  irregular  contraction  of  a  portion 
<ti  the  ntems  is  nearly  sure  to  take  place.  Spasm 
or  irregnlar  uterine  contraction,  causes  hssmorrhage' 
is  two  ways,— first,  by  directly  producing  a  partial 
^Bsnnion  of  the  pkcenta  from  the  uterus;  secondly, 
by  acting  mechanically,  so  as  to  impede  the  free 
retora  of  Mood  along  the  veins  to  the  heart  In 
all  caaes  of  flooding,  except  when  the  placenta 
is  anomMiQy  fixed  to  the  vtema,  regular,  equal, 
■mad  firm  uterine  contraction  will  always  secure 
tlie  patient  against  the  dangers  of  the  accident.  ^I 
beaitase  not  to  say  always,  becanse  an  extensive 
bOBpital  praetioe  has  enabled  me  to  speak  podcively  on 
4his  8ob}eet.  But  if  the  ntems  is  in  any  degree  atonic, 
or  its  action  irregular,  howeter  partial,  hmmorrfaage 
'imi  happen,  which  can  alone  be  arrested  by  restoring 
saniform  contraction,  or  an  equilibrium  of  action 
'thronghout  the  entire  uterine  muscular  tfssue. 

These  remarfca  are  made  with  a  knowledge  of  Dr. 

^Oooch,  Dr.  Rigby,  Dr.  Ingleby,  and  Velpeau's  opinions. 

•Dr.  Qooch  relates  a  case  of  port'paHem  hasmorrhage. 

In  wbieh  he  says  the  menu  was  firmly  contracted, 

.afid  depended  on  the  exalted  state- of  the  general 

wcniar  system.*^**  Medico-CMmrgical  Thmsactions," 

vol.  xlU.,  part  1.     Mr.  Roberton  has  already  shown 

tbat  Dr.  Goodi*is  inferences  are  not  tme,  (N^rik  tf 

Minimi  Jomnml :)  I,  however,  do  not  think  that  he 

bas  explained  the  cause  of   the  discharges  in  Dr. 

Ooocb's  case,  in  sapposing  that  the  ntems  relaxed. 

Biy  opinion  is  tMrfhire  existed  irregnlar  contraction, 

momt  portion  of  the  orffim  being  -in  an  atonic  state,  not 

actftssiblfl  lo  Dr^r  Oooch'a  hand  externally  applied  on 


•  In  ptoceatn  prwvia  the  hamoRhage  is  inemased  by 
«terine  eoatmedos,  m  lonf  at  the  plaoentn  is  partially 


rapture  of  the  ■embfaai*,  aad  the 


discharge  of  the  liquor  amnil,  induces  uterine  contract 
tion,  which  eff)BctnaUy  restrains  hssmorrhage  in  the 
majority  of  cases  of  accidental,  and  in  those  cases  of 
unavoidable,  floodings  which  are  caused  by  a  partial 
implantation  of  the-placenta  over  the  os  uteri. 

Hie  natural  powers  are  equal  to  the  achievement  of 
most  important  ends  during  labour,  when  mechanical 
causes  exist  wUch  oppose  the  passage  of  the  child  in 
labour. 

When  the  placenta  is  placed  centrally,  or  nearly  so, 
over  the  os  nteri,  It  is  sometimes  spontaneously  expelled 
belbre  the  child,  an  event  which  happens  more  fre- 
quentlythan  hu  been  nsnally  supposed  by  obstetricians. 
Hippocrates  waa  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  the 
placenta  is  sometimes  spontaneously  expelled  before  the 
child,  and  knew  the  danger  of  thia  event  to  the  child. 
He  says,  ^  that  the  after-burthen  ahonld  come  forth 
after  the  child ;  for  if  it  come  first,  the  child  cannot  live 
because  he  takes  his  life  from  It,  as  a  plant  doth  from 
the  earth."  The  father  of  medicine  no  donbt  knew 
that  the  coming  forth  of  the  after-birth  before  the 
child,  was  not  attended  with  the  same  risk  to  the 
mother  as  to  her  oflhpring,  or  he  would  have  recorded 
his  opinion  npon  this  point. 

Obstetric  writers  up  to  comparatively  a  recent  date, 
since  the  time  of  Hipocrates,  have  not  mentioned  this 
subject,  although  they  must  have  met  with  cases,  and 
have  been  acquainted  with  his  writings.  Whenever  the 
placenta  Is  partially  detached  in  cases  of  placenta 
previa,  and  the  child  is  atill  alive,  hemorrhage 
inevitably  ^ppens.  The  quantity  of  blood  discharged 
is  not  always  the  same,  but  is  mora  or  less  profuse, 
according  to  the  concurrence  of  a  number  of  coatin« 
gent  circnmstances.  Sometimes  the  diacharge  is  v€ry 
excesslve-when  the  placenta  is  only  slightly  separated, 
and  seaMlinies  the  hemorrhage  is  moderate  when  the 
placenta  is  extensively  loosenedl  But  the  aspect  o£ 
matten  ia  changed  by  a  complete  separation  of  the  pia« 
centa ;  the  variation  In  the  degree  of  discharge  marked 
above,  Is  notnowobserved  to  exist ;  'there  is  a  total  cessa« 
tion  of  the  bleeding,  and  it  forms  an  exception  to  the 
general  mle  when  hemorrhage  happens  after  the 
placenta  has  been  completely  loosened  from  its  attack- 
ments,  and  protruded  from  the  uterus  into  the  vagina. 

•On  the  10th  day  of  December  1844, 1  delivered  a 
lecture  on  galvanism  applied  to  the  treatment  of  uterine 
heasotrhage,  in  which  I  then  stated  that  without  any 
great  pains  I  had  brought  forward  before  the  professioa 
"thirty-six  cases  Ulustraiive  of  her  (Nature's)  powers, 
in  expelling  the  placenta  before  the  chUd."  Thia 
numbermight  have  been  very  consideraUy  augmented 
by  bringing  oaset  which  were  then  already  published* 
but  my  object  waa  not  to  make  a  great  parade  of 
aathoHties,  bntonly  to  aMntion  each  as  were  ia  the 
reach  of  •Nsyobstetric  practittoner.  Atthetime,  I 
made  the  foUowiag  nansfcs:— "  Now,  the  balk  of 
gtBtlema».hafe  been  detaUed  withoat  any 
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■PmUIo  practical  object,  and,  cooaeqiieiitly,  an  mora 
▼daahk  to  mj  prciMt  pnrpoio  than  if  they  had 
ocvoRcd  to  myself,  and  had  been  brought  forward  to 
•eire  my  own  particnUr  Tiewa.  Ton  may  refer  to 
many  of  tliem  younelfesi  and  yon  will  find  in  neatly 
all  of  them  that  the  hwBorrhage  was  auppreiied  after 
the  placenta  was  thrown  off."— Provmdo/ Jtfedtctf/  and 
Swyieai  Jmtmal,    1844.  p.  603. 

JBinee  then  Dr.  Simpion  pnbliahed  (in  the  Zondon 
m^  BdMmrgA  ManUkiif  JmarmH  (^Medical  8ekne9, 
No.  51>  Mardi,  1846,}  uUea  of  141  oaae%  aome  of 
which,  howerer,  were  not  eaaea  of  apontaDeoaa  expnl- 
aiOD.  Theie  tables  inclade  those  cases  which  had 
already  been  brought  forward  by  rae«  and  some  others 
which  were  afterwards  commnnicated  by  me. 

By  the  kindness  of  ssFeral  professional  gentlemen 
I  hare  collected  sixty,  which  shew  the  following 
reinlls:-»In  all,  the  hemorrhage  was  great  before  the 
placenta  was  loosened ;  in  flfty-flre  of  this  number  it 
was  completly  suppressed  after  the  sepantion  of  the 
placenta  i  in  three  it  continued,  of  which  in  two  it  was 
slight,  in  one  it  was  profuse ;  in  thirteen  the  placenta 
was  forcibly  expelled  followed  immediately  by  the  child ; 
in  twenty,  two  to  three  hours  ebpeed;  intwenty- 
setm  the  child  was  turned  and  eztracced  immediately. 
TiUtf-ftn  women  recovmd,  fifteen  died.  Fif^*fife 
chiMren  were'  lost,  five  only  Hiring. 

In  the  above  mentioned  cases  there  is  only  one 
ia  which  flooding  to  any  degree  continued  after  the 
plaoenta  was  completely  separated,  and  this  proved 
iital.  In  the  remaining  number  of  those  who  died, 
ttav  iital  hnptession  was  BMde  before  the  separation 
was 'accomplished.  In  a  lew  cases  sirsady  pubUahed 
dight  hsBmorrhage  oontfamed,  and  some  deaths  oesmrred 
not  dependent  on  the  alter  bleeding,  but  as  abofo 
antioned  from  the  elfects  prodnced  before.  These 
ctses  must  not  be  allowed  to  invalidate  the  inference, 
^ttnt  hmmorriiage  ceases  when  the  pbceata  Is  com- 
pletdy  separefeed."  We  can  readily  understand  why 
tUs  should  happen  if  we  physiologieally  Investigate 
hew  the  utero*placental,  and  the  placento-fcstal  cireo- 
lations  are  carried  on. 

When  a  partial  sepsration  of  the  placenta  takes  place 
whilst  the  foetus  in  utero  is  still  living,  hmmorrhage  is  sure 
t»  occur,  because  two  sources  exist  firom  which  blooc^ 
cMeipape.  (FhSi  Zmm/,  No^  9,  Pebmary  27, 1847.) 
Dim  current  of  blood  comee  through  the  medium  of 
that  portion  of  the  pkoentn  which  sllll  adheres 
t*  the  uterus,  and  is  dischai^ed  from  the  snrfhce 
of  that  portion  of  the  phuente  which  is  detached; 
the  supply  of  blood  is  demanded  by  the  ohiid  firom  the 
■atemal  system^  aad  when  seni»  it  cannot  irom  the 
feMore  of  the  accident  retnni,  and  therefore,  is  lost: 
Ihs  other  current  of  Uooi  vMeh  rana  awuy,  comae 
Mm  the  uterine  venous  openings.  But  when  there  ie 
etepletedi^nnetloa  of  te  plaoenta  from  the  ntocns, 
the  ease  stands  quitediffersnts  no  maternal  blood  can 


be  discharged  from  the  placenta,  because  it  Is  now 
placed  in  the  position  of  a  foreign  body,  having  no^ 
structural   or   physiological  relation    to  the  womb. 
Rupture   of   the   membranes  either  simultaneously 
happens,  or  precedes  the  separation  and  expulsion  of 
the  placenta,  except  in  cases  where  the  entire  ovum 
is  expelled  at  once,  which  very  rarely  occurs.    The-  ' 
uterine  contraction,  which  must  at  this  time   have 
been  strong,   is   now  increased,   which  brings   the 
presenting  part  of  the  child  to  occupy  the  lower  ' 
segment  of  the  uterus,  and  to  bear  mechanioilly  oa 
Mbit  exposed  venous  openings.    The  calibres  of  the 
vessels  areolae  diminished. 

Notwithstanding  the  truth  of  the  above  conclusion,— » 
that  complete  detachment  of  the  placenU  suppresses 
hmmorrhsge,  yet  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  fall 
into  serious  error  to  wait  in  expecUtion  of  such  an< 
eventy— because,  first,  there  do  not  exist  signs  which 
will  lead  us  to  expect  such  a  termination ;  secondly, 
the  rital  powera  may  be  completely  sunk  before  the 
separatkin  is  achieved.  Hamilton,  Collins,  and  Dr. 
Ramsbotham,  senior,  were  all  acquainted  with  thin 

fact. 
March  10, 1847. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON   THE  TREATMENT    OF 
ORCHITIS  BY  COMPRESSION. 

By  Oboeob  Fmdbbick  Wiias,  £ii|.,  Snigeon, 

Crewkeme. 

The  beneficial  effect  of  pressure  in  esses  of  inflam*^ 
matkm  of  the  testicle  has  been  for  sometime  gcneraUr 
known,  hnt  from  some  cause  the  practice  is  not  so 
extensively  followed  aa  we  should  be  led  to  expect 
from  the  excellent  consequences  which  have  resulted 
firom  its  euHiloyment.  The  fear  of  producing  such  aa 
aggnmition  of  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  as  would 
oountetbalance  any  good  efftet  which  this  mode  of 
trsetDsent  may  exercise  on  the  disease,  ho  been  made 
an  excase  ior  not  employing  it;  and  some  have  argued 
that  when  a  little  pcessore  increases  the  pain  and  tfaue^ 
augments  the  sufferings  of  the  patient,  the  employment 
of  constant  and  firm  pressure  must  necessarily  do  a 
properttonate  degree  of  harm.  Bat  experience  tells  ne 
this  ienot  the  esse,  and  although  the  remedy  aeeme. 
aesei^  it  in  reality  is  not  so,  for  it  greatly  alleviates 
peia,  iriiile  at  the  aasM  time  it  snhdoea  the  disease* 
I  believe  that  If  thia  mode  of  treatment  were  more 
generally  followed,  we  should  fiaA  that  the  number  of 
eases  with  chronic  enhngeoMnt  oig|ft  testis  would  be 
fhr  lem  than  at  present. 

It  mi^  be  adud,  what  are  the  adfintages  which  this 

mode  of  treatment  possesses  over  othen?  It  will 
therefore  be  as  weU  to  refisr  to  the  methode  in  genernl 
use  and  pelnfront  aoaieof  the infiooveoienes^  if  not 
dimdvantages  which  arise  from  thehr  employment. 

BfsiiHiy  is  seldom  useAd  evept  when  there  is  much' 
inflammatory  fever*    Le$ckm  have  been  the  favourite- 
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remedy  vith  manyy  but  there  ii  no  practitioiier  wbo 
hm  had  reeomve  to  dieiii  who  does  not  know,  eren  ui 
'«tiea  where  they  heve  heen  most  beneAcnU  how 
inooDTenieBt  their  application  always  mnet  be^  la 
^Mea  of  orchitii  the  great  wiih  of  the  patient  it  to 
keep  secret  the  eanse  of  his  illness^  and  this  can 
icarcely  be  done  where  leeches  are  used.  If  a  few  are 
applied  they  seldom  do  mnch  good,  and  the  expense  of 
many  often  prores  an  objection  to  their  nse. 

Purgtaive9  of  conrse  are  naeAil  in  this  diseasSf  but 
they  are  not  of  themselres  snAcient  to  effect  a  care. 
The  same  may  also  be  said  oinareoHci,  and  especially 

<0|  OptMMm 

Mtrcwry  is  frequently  administered  in  huge  qnan- 
titiesyand  we  find  ptyalism  often  occurs  before  any 
Impresdon  b  made  on  the  disease.  Excepting  in  very 
nefere  cases  this  remedy  is  almost  as  bad  as  the  disesae, 
and  it  may  do  harm  when  gonorrhoea  is  present,  as 
•of  course  it  often  is  in  casM  of  orchitis. 

Smeiie  tmiar  is  the  remedy  most  commonly  em* 
ployed,  and  in  many  esses  it  subdnesthe  inflammatioa. 
Vnpleasent  as  this  medicine  is  when  taken  in  the 
nauseating  doses  requisite,  it  doubtless  does  a  great 
deal  of  good  in  many  cases. 

The  local  application  of  eoU  Miom  or  warm^^Mien* 
4tJion9t  will  be  lonnd  beneficial,  more  especially  the 
latter,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  laudanum  or 
aconite.  A  warm  bran  poultice  with  hydrochlorate  of 
ammonia  in  it  is  slso  useful. 

With  all  these,  however,  one  thing  is  needful,— enthe 
rest,  either  in  bed  or  on  a  conch,  and  it  often  proves 
▼ery  inconvenient  to  the  patient  to  be  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  this  necessary  restriction. 

Suppose  then,  that  the  patient  after  some  days  trsat- 
ment  with  either  of  die  sbove  remedies,  is  better,  and 
the  inflammation  has  8nbsided,-^i8  be  well  ?  Certainly 
not.  The  testis  remains  enbrged,  bard,  painful  from 
iU  weight,  and  liable  on  the  slightest  Injnry  to  take 
on  inflammation,  snd  render  the  patient  incapable  of 
4ittcnding  to  his  employment  for  some  days  mote. 
If  it  goes  on  ever  so  favourably,  a  long  period  mnst 
'elapse  before  all  the  enlargement  which  remains  wfU 
yield,  dther  to  the  employment  of  merenry  or  Iodine^ 
however  diligendy  spplied* 

I  have  thought  It  best  to  notice  the  merits  and 
^merits  of  the  remedies  usually  employed  belsre 
apeaking  of  the  advantages  which  resnlt  from  the  nse 
of  compression.  Some  time  ago  Pricke^  of  Hambnigb, 
proposed  compression  of  the  testicle  when  tiie  aontf 
atsge  of  orchitis  had  subsided ;  and  in  snb-acnte  coses 
-of  the  disesae,  Rlcord,  in  Prance,  need  it  dso  to  a 
.great  extent,  and  I  bdleve  stlB  contlnoes  it.  The 
^practice  has  now  found  Its  advoeatee  in  many  of  onr 
boapltals^  ailhoagh  H  has  not  come  into  genevsl  use. 
Wit,  CBiUng,  Mr.  Acton,  and  Mr.  Laagsian  Parkery 
bate  dso  used  R  wMk  snccess;  and  at  the  Seanan's 


practice,  and  with  great  success.  The  following  cases 
will  show  how  effectoally  it  actsin  anesting  the  inflam- 
matory process  in  the  different  stages  of  the  disease  :— 

Casb  I. 

December  16th.  J.  T.  contracted  gonorrhcBa  abonl 
a  month  since  i  he  has  never  had  orchitis  before.  He 
yesterday  found  the  testis  becoming  painful,  and  it 
soon  swelled  to  a  large  size.  It  hss  within  the  last 
twenty-four  hours  become  of  the  sixe  of  a  hen's  egg,  is 
extremely  painful  and  tender,  and  the  scrotum  is  red 
and  inflamed.  There  is  also  pain  along  the  coni, 
general  febrile  disturbance,  and  the  gOnorrhma  con- 
tinues. Strips  of  adhesive  plaster  were  firmly  applied 
lound  the  affected  testis,  and  for  the  first  five  minniss 
caused  an  Increase  of  pain.  He  soon,  however,  becasM 
easier,  and  remahMd  so.  ^ 

18th.  The  straps  having  beeoma  very  loose  froas 
the  dimimshed  siae  of  the  testis,  they  were  remove^* 
and  fresh  ones  firmly  applied. 

20th.  The  stiapa  came  offj  the  testis  has  almost 
returned  to  its  natural  siae,  and  there  is  but  little 
induration  remaining. 

Casb  H. 

July  4th.  R.  T.,  sged  22,  has  had  gonorrbma  eleven 
days.  Six  days  sgo  the  discharge  lessened,  and  four 
days  ago  the  right  testis  became  inflamed.  Hss  hi^d 
gonorrb<ea,  but  not  orchitis,  before.  The  testis  was 
strapped  with  soap  plaster,  and  cobebs  given  interoally. 

6th.  31ie  testis  smaller  and  less  painful.    Restrapped. 

11th.  The  testis  has  regsined  almost  it^  ususl  siss, 
and  there  ie  but  Uttle  hardness  remaining, 

Casx  III. 

June  26th.  H.  W.,  aged  20.  Gonorrhoea  two 
months.  Pour  days  ago  the  right  testis  began  to 
swell,  and  is  now  the  siae  of  a  hen's  egg;  not  very 
tender  except  when  pressed.  Never  had  orchitis 
before.  Strspped  with  soap  piaster,  and  to  hara  one 
diachm  of  cnhebs  three  times  a  day. 

3fith.  GooerriKBa  cnrsd ;  testis  mnch  smaller,  uifA 
baldness  less. 

July  4th.  Cured. 

Case  IV. 

July  15th.  £.  M.,  aged  19.  Gonorrhoea  fourteen 
days.  Orchitis  of  both  sides.  Tsrelve  days  ago  the 
right  testis  became  swelled,  and  has  gradually  increased 
in  siae,  and  is  now  ss  Isrge  ss  a  goose  egg,  tender  aad  . 
painful ;  there  is  slso  tenderness  and  swelling  of  the 
cord.  The  testicle  has  been  large  since  an  attack  of 
orchitis  six  months  ago.  Straps  of  adhesive  plaster 
were  applied.    . 

16th.  Much  smaller  and  less  painful.    Restrapped. 

24th.  Almost  well.  The  left  is  bow  swelled  mi. 
paittftil. 

25th.  The  left  befaig  larger,  was  strapped. 

2fldi.  Left  testis  better. 

31st.  Both  well  except  slight  indnration  of  the  vjgkt« 

Casb  V. 

March  28tii.  J.  M.,  aged  18,  fell  across  an  Im 
bar  and  lajured  the  left  testis,  which  has  heen  swelled 
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egg,  BOC  TVf  hard,  aa4  of  •  more  oval  form  tbu  in 
goaonrlMMloreliltlii    Strapped  with  adhMtre  piMter. 

29tii.  Mnck  better  |  etnpi  fcrjr  looie ;  re-applied. 

dlst  The  testii  ia  become  quite  aoft,  and  of  its 
satnral  aize. 

I  would  here  obaenr^  that  this  Kind  of  orchitis 
(from  injury,)  gets  well  more  speedily  than  when  con- 
nected with  gonorrhceal  inflammation. 

Cabs  VI. 
J.  D^  aged  25,  has  bad  mere  or  lev  gOBonhflea  for 
two  years,  bnt  no  orchitis.  Pemleen  days  ago  the 
fight  testis  became  peinftil  and  swelled.  Straps  of 
•dhesiTe  plaster  were  tightly  applied.  In  three  days 
it  was  re-strapped,  the  scroMim,  which  w«s  previoasly 
tense  and  inflamed,  being  now  flaeoid  and  free  from 
teodemem.  The  teatis  after  one  more  application 
letomed  to  ito  nsval  iiie. 

Casb  VII. 

Jnnelfith.  8.  C,  aged  30.  Ooaotrhesa  one  week. 
Nerer  had  orchitis  before.  Last  erening  the  testis 
became  tender  and  swelled,  after  using  Tiolettt  exeraise. 
The  urethral  discharge  is  diminished ;  there  is  much 
pain  along  the  cord,  which  is  swelled.  Strape  of 
adhesiTe  plaater  were  applied,  and  one  drachm  of 
cubebs  given  erery  six  hours. 

18th.  Better;  testis  much  smaller.  Re-strapped; 
and  after  this,  being  quite  easy,  he  walked  a  good  deal. 
Pain  then  came  on,  and  the  strapping  was  immediately 
remored.  Hot  fomentations  were  constantly  applied, 
as  the  pain  became  reiy  Tiolent.  A  little  tincture  of 
^inm  gave  speedy  relief. 

19th.  Tbe  testis  less  painful..  To  be  supported  by 
a  suspensory. 

S8th«  Hie  testis  almost  well,  but  some  degree  of 
enlargement  and  hardnem  remains. 

This  caae  shows  that  if  the  compression  gives  pnin 
and  is  immediately  removed,  the  case  goes  on  well. 

The  next  case  is  one  where  I  was  not  called  in  to 
•ee  the  patient  lor  some  time  after  he  was  seined  with 
the  severe  symptoms  which  supervened;  but  1  do  not 
doubt  that  if  I  had  seen  him  at  once,. and  had  imme- 
diately removed  the  stnpping,  the  patient  would  have 
done  as  well  as  Case  7- 

Casb  VIII. 

June  lOtfa.  J.  F.,  aged  24.  Oonofrhosa  fourteen 
days.  Orchitis  six  days*  Testis  the  sise  of  a  duck's 
eggf  very  hard  and  painful;  the  cord  very  tender 
and  swelled.    Strapped  with  adhesive  plaster. 

12th«  Better.    Re-strapped.. 

15th.  Better.  Re-strapped.  Walked  a  great  deal. 
Some  hours  after  the  strapping  had  been  applied,  great 
pain  came  on,  with  considerable  swelling  of  the  cord, 
tendemem  over  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and 
pain  in  the  loins.  Vomiting,  a  quick  feeble  pulse,  and 
cold  extremities,  were  the  severe  symptoms  which 
followed.  Stimuli  were  given,  nther  and  opium;  the 
strapping  removed,  and  hot  fomentations  constantly 
applied.  He  soon  became  easier,  and  progressed 
favourably. 

27th.  The  testis  rery  hard,  but  free  from  pain ;  in 
other  respecto  well.  (This  state  of  the  testis  has 
^aeome  permment.) 


The  above  is  the  most  severe  case  of  the  kind  whieb 
will  generally  be  met  with;  and  I  have  adduced  it  to 
show  what  is  the  dark-side  of  this  mode  of  treatment^. 
I  do  not,  however,  consider  the  symptoms  to  have  been 
more  severe  than  in-  some  cases  oforehitis  where 
other  treatment  than  strapping  has  been  used ;  and 
often  a  blow  on  the  testicle  will  cause  the  same 
symptoms. 

At  the  time  Case  1  applied  to  me,  a  neighbour 
of  bis  came  with  the  same  disease;  and,  thinking  it 
would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  test  the  different 
modes  of  treatment,  I  ordered  bim  tartar  emetic  and 
calomel,  with  warm  fomentations  to  the  part  He  got 
better  in  about  ten  days,  hut  was  obliged  to  uee  the 
Linimentum  Hydraigyri  cum  Camphora,  foraome  time 
before  the  induration  and  enlargement  of  the  testis- 
gave  way. 

A  brother  practitioner  called  me  to  see  a  ease  of- 
orehitis, arising  from  a  blow.     The  testis  was  very- 
soft  bnt  of  large  siae.     Here  leeches,  calomel,  and 
tartar  emetic,  were  put  in  requisition,  and  after  a 
week  the  patient  was  allowed  toget  up ;  andinafewweeka 
after  the  testis  slowly  diminished  to  nearly  ita  natural* 
siae.    In  this  case  the  probability  is,  that  if  strapping 
had  been  applied,  the  cure  would  have  taken  not 
more  than  a  week,  t^  in  Case  5;   but  my  friend 
thought  the  old  asode  of  treatment  better  than  the 
new.     Since  then  he,  as  well  ae  ethers,  has  been  ^ 
persoadedef  the  efltoaey  of  compression  in  audi  eases.. 

Having  already  taken  up  far  more  space  than 
I  inteBd^  I  will  finish  these  remarks  by  a  few 
observations  on  the  mode  of  treatment.    It  will  be- 
aeen  from  the  above  cases,  thai  we  may  apply  the- 
stnpping  at  any  time,  liom  n  few  hours  after  the 
disease  has  appeared,  to  a  fortnight,  or  even  longer. 
It  generally  speedily  relieves  the  pain,  but  aosse  caees^ 
there  m^  where,  from  violent  exercise,  or,  perfaape» 
idiosyncrasy^  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  pressure. 
As  a  general  rule,  I  should  say,  that  if  after  the  first, 
qnarter  of  aa  hour  of  the  application,  the  patient  - 
ahonld  hife  much  paini,  and  tncrsoslv  in  violence, 
Iheamppiagahooldbe  temporarily  removed.    If  the- 
strape  be  applied  naiforuay,  and  tolenbly  finn,  tUn^ 
will  seldom  •be-nquired^    Maeb,  of  coarse»  depends 
on  the  mode  hi  wfatdi  the  opeimtiMi  is  pefHarmedy. 
for  it  is  not  so  easily  done  as  may  be  imagined;  and 
it  would  be  worth  while  for  a  snrge<ni  to  go  some  way 
to  see  it  properly  performed,  which  he  will,  most  pro* 
bably,  at  any  large  hospital.     Care  should  be  taken  to-' 
place  the  first  strip  tightly  round  the  cord,  immediately 
above  the  testicle,  and  to  conttnue  the  strips  tightly 
downward*,  with  perpendicular  ones  also  to  give  plenty 
ofsnnport.    Soap  or  adhesive  plaster  iageneraUy  used 
at  first ;  but  in  more  chronic  caaes,  the  Emv-jstmat 
Hydraigyiicnm  AmmoniaconMqrbesalift'  ^tad. 

Itwillgenerally^lDwidthataliBWi  ^nteaafterliiO' 
■trapping  is  properly  applied  Om  peui  ia  reiiefed.   Iii« 
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«  day  or  two  the  tettb  it  to  much  diminished  in  size 
that  the  straps  ire  very  loose ;  tbey  may  then  be  re- 
applied onoe,  twice,  or  thrice,  according  to  the  state  of 
the  case.  I  have  seen  a  patient  in  the  greatest  agony 
before  the  application,  and  in  an  hour  after  the  straps 
hare  been  pat  on  he  has  been  able  to  walk  about 
almost  without  pain. 

Hie  earlier  the  remedy  is  applied  the  less  will  be 
the  indmratioo  remaining  after  the  inflammatory  stage 
has  snhaided. 

Lastly,  (and  that  not  of  the  lesst  consequence  to 
the  sargeon,)  the  patient  will  be  delighted  with  the 
safe,  speedy,  and  almost  painless  recovery  ftom  a  very 
nnpleaaant  disease,  and  will  be  grateful  for  the  means 
of  relief  being  used  without  discovering  to  hhi  friends 
the  nature  of  his  malady.  More  especially  will  he 
value  this  simple  and  easy  mode  of  treatment  if  he 
has  unfortunately  been  the  subject  of  the  same  disease 
before,  and  has  had  to  submit  to  the  nausea  consequent 
OB  the  nae  of  emetic  tartar,  or  the  salivation  caused  by 
the  calomel  he  bo  taken,  as  weU  as  to  the  troublesome 
application  of  leeches  and  fomentations,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  loss  of  time  from  being  obliged  to  remain  in  bed 
or  on  a  couch  for  days  or  evr  n  weeks. 

Crewkeme,  January  29, 1847. 


ON  SIMPLB  ACUTK  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 
MBMB&ANBS  OF  THB  BRAIN  IN  INFANTS. 

By  Dr.  Riixtbt,  of  Geneva. 

(Trm»tMtif9r  the  ProvftieiMi  Medieai  md  Smrgieti  Jvmmai. ) 

L  PmiLUciNAnr  Obsbkvatioks. 

A  gwat  Bnmber  of  praetitioners,  even  in  the  present 
dajr»  ooiilbnBd  all  the  acute  cerebral  affections  of 
laAu^y  under  the  term  ociiff  htfdrocepkaluif  or  tuber* 
ruimr  wuningUie  ;  and  the  error  has  rontlnued,  although 
»aay  attempts  to  iotroduce.a  more  strict  "pathology 
have  been  made,  even  as  long  dnoe  as  the  end  of  the 
laat  century^ 

Thus  Hopfbngartner,  who  wrote  in  1808,  ho  dlstfo- 
gttiahed  meningitis  ftom  aoote  hydfoe^balM,  and  it  is 
•videiit  ftom  the  tenor  of  his  observatlonSy  thai  under 
Ibo  Ibrmer  term  be  alliides  to  the  same  lorm  of  the 
dlatMO  wbleh  it  Is  ow  oljed  lo  Uleatrate  ip  the  pre- 
assit  oommiiBioation.  ''From  the  very  onset  of  the 
diseaaa/*  ho  oheerves^  <*  and  without  any  precursory 
aymptonsy  the  children  complain  of  pains  in  the  head 
and  abdomen  ;  on  the  second  day  they  keep  their  bed, 
and  the  diseoe  proceeds  without  those  remissions  which 
we  BOtioe  in  acute  hydrocephalus.  The  patients  are  doll, 
Ibe  eyelids  close  convulsively;  the  teeth  are  fixed, 
and  deglutition  is  dilRculL  Constipation  is  not  so 
obstinate  as  in  Bydrocephalus.  There  is  in  general 
Bttl«%r  no  vomitSiig  and  Ibe  pulse  is  small  and  slaw. 
Coaui  asperveaes  maeb  more  rapidly  than  In  bydro- 
oapbabuk  Tho  patient  usnaUy  diet  aboot  the  fifth  or 
dKlh  day.  After  death  the  membranea  are  fevnd  to  be 
IhioagtaMt  tbiir  whole  extent." 


This  description  evidently  refers  to  acute  meningitis 
hut  the  author  has  committed  an  error  in  stating  that 
vomiting  is  absent,  and  that  the  pulse  is  feeble  and 
slow;  on  the  contrary,  vomiting  is  very  generally 
present,  and  the  pulse  though  feeble^  is  not  slow. 

Coindet,  while  he  admits  that  hydrocephalus  is  the 
result  of  a  peculiar  inflammation  of  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  ventiieles^establisbes  a  distinction  betwoen 
phrenitis  and  dropsy  of  the  ventricles. 

Hatthey  also  separates  the  disease  which  he  terms 
kfdro-memingUiat  from  the  water  on  the  brain  which 
ISbUows  searlatin%  and  also  from  sob-acute  hydro- 
cephalus. This  latter  variety  is  that  described  b?  Whytt 
and  corresponds  to  the  tubercular  meningitis  of  recent 
writers.  The  hydro-meningitis  of  Matthey  off«rs  on 
the  contrary  a  close  analogy  with  the  disease  in  question 
Its  characters  as  stated  by  Matthey  are  as  follows  :— 
*'  More  or  less  headache,  sicknessi  spasmodic  movements 
of  the  limbs,  brilliancy  of  the  eyes,  quiet  delirium,  con- 
tsaoUon  of  the  pupils,  quick  and  small  pulse,  coma* 
After  death,  gelatinous  effusion  on  the  surface  of  the 
brain,  seldom  in  the  ventricles." 

Jahn  {AnaUklen  ikber  Kinderkrankheiten,  18350 
deseribes  a  form  of  disease  similar  to  our  acute  menin- 
gitis under  the  denomination  of  idiopathic  encephalitu. 
It  is  characterized  by  intense  h^et,  with  quick  breathing, 
thirst,  great  susceptibility  to  light  and  noise,  brilliancy 
ot  the  eyee,  firequent  vomiting,  obstinate  costiveness, 
die.  The  anatomical  characters,  as  stated  by  the 
author,  are  :— 

1.  Injection  of  the  brain  and  its  membranea. 

2.  Induration  of  the  cerebral  substance. 

3L  Bflbsion  of  a  greenish  lymph  in  the  anfVactoosities 
of  the  brain,  and  along  the  oourso  of  the  vessels. 
4.  Absence  of  serous  effusion  in  the  ventricles. 

Branson  and  Maunsel  have  also  distinguished  arach- 
nitis of  the  convexity  of  the  brain,  from  inflammation 
of  the  membranes  at  the  base,  and  hydrocephalus. 
They  observe :— '<  Infants  are  not  exempt  from  arach- 
nitis of  the  convexity  of  the  brain,  although  the  form 
of  inflammation  is  less  common  than  the  preceding, 
(hydrocephalus  and  inflammation  of  the  base.)**  Bat 
we  need  not  multiply  quotations ;  those  already  adduced 
suffice  to  demonstrate  that  several  writers  have  en- 
deavoured to  distinguish  hydrocephalus  fh>m  acuta 
inflammation  of  the  nervous  eentres. 

From  the  time  that  the  term  hydrocephalus  waa 
exchanged  for  that  of  mmtn^'iis,  confbsion  was  re- 
astablisbed,^a  confusion  which  was  increased  by  the 
terminology.  It  wu  rational  enough  to  distinguish 
hydrocephalus  from  meningitis ;  but  what  good  eould 
arise  from  making  two  forms  of  meningitis  f  Those 
who  had  written  of  the  disease  under  this  term,  aa 
QoHs,  Senn,  Cbarpentier,  &c,  confounded  both  forma 
under  the  same  description ;  but  others,  as  Parent  and 
Martinet,  at  once  separated  inflammation  of  the  hoe 
from  that  of  the  eonvezity  of  the  brain,  and  recognized 
the  fact,  that  in  infants  the  former  was  a  far  mora 
common  affection  than  the  latter. 

From  the  period  at  whic|i  the  writings  of  MM. 
Papavoine  and  Rafts  contributed  so  much  to  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  troe  nature  of  acute  hydrocephalus,  ^a 
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epithet  tubercular  wat  added  to  the  detlgnatioii  menin' 
gitis;  It  was  thought  that  more  preciiion.  wat  thus 
iotrodnced  into  the  dlagnosii  of  the  disease ;  bat  it 
was  not  9o  m  trnth,  for  MM.  Piet,  Green,  &o.,  hate 
almost  entirely  omitted  the  mention  of  simple  meiitJi- 
$iiiM,  Rufz,  however,  does  not  den/  the  existence 
of  this  latter  affection,  thongh  he  admits  its  great  compa* 
ratiTe  rarltj ;  and  l)efore  him  M.  Gaersent  {Dki.  de 
3iSd^  torn,  xix.,  p.  410,)  had  distinguished  the  simple 
from  the  tnbercalar  form  of  meningitis,  althoogh  he 
referred  to  the  former,  as  it  appeared  in  adnHs,  and  in 
an  epidemic  form. 

The  first  description  of  um/^J!^  acule  meningitis  based 
npon  olinical  obserration  is  nndoobtedly  due  to  the 
past  laboors  of  M.  Barthez  and  mjself.  Bat  it  is 
atrange,  that  even  snbseqnently  to  the  appearance  of 
onr  memoir,  MM.  Deleseur,  Barrier,  and  other  talented 
writers  on  the  diseases  of  early  infancy,  have  entirely 
omitted  to  mention  this  variety  of  the  disease.  M. 
Delesear  has  collected  all  the  acute  or  subacute  cerebral 
affections  of  childhood,  under  the  generic  term  men. 
iftgo-tnaphaiitis,  and  scarcely  even  endeavours  to  dis- 
tlngnlsh  between  simple  aod  tubercular  meningitis. 
Trousseau  gives  the  name  of  cerebral  fever  to  all 
cerebral  inflammations  indiscriminately.  Bouchut  and 
Barrier  refer  the  reader  to  the  tubercular  form  of  the 
disease,  apparently  believing  that  no  adrantage  is  to 
be  derived  by  separating  it  from  simple  meningitis. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  differ  entirely  from  the  authors 
above  cited,  and  to  express  our  belief  that  their  doctrines 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  greatest  confusion.  We 
ore  far  from  insisting  upon  frivolous  distinctions,  but 
there  are,  nevertheless,  certain  laws  which  the  palholo- 
gist  cannot  transgress,  without  the  rislc  of  falling  into 
error  and  confusion. 

We  have  already  shewn^  (Traiii  des  Maladies  des 
Enfatu  torn.  IH.  p.  518.^  and  shall  sgain  satisfactorily 
prove,  that  simple  (franehe)  meningitis,  and  tubercular 
meningitis  differ  essentially.  Their  causes  are  not 
olilce.  They  attack  children  under  different  circum- 
ataaoes;  they  have  neither  the  same  modes  of  origin, 
|»rogress,  or  termination;  their  anatomical  characters 
are  different,  and  the  treatment  lilcewise  is  to  a  ceruin 
extent  different.  If  these  pointe  are  not  liufllcient  to 
establish  their  distinction,  there  is  no  use  in  nosological 
amngemento ;  onr  own  opinion  is  that  true  meningitis 
if  at  distinot  fkom  tubercnlar  meningitis,  as  pneumonia 
is  from  phthisis  palmonalis. 

Before  we  enter  into  the  more  immediate  sulgect 
of  our  present  eommanication,  it  will  be  useful  to  make 
a  fhw  oboervationa  npon  a  point  upon  which  we  fear 
that  we  have  been  misapprehended  in  our  former 
writings^  In  oar  opinion,  meningitis  developing  itself 
in  a  tobercnlar  subject,  is  always  tubercular  meningitis, 
whether  we  find  granulations  in  the  pia  mater,  or 
whether  we  ^o  not.  Tubercnlar  meningitis,  therefore, 
and  the  meningitis  of  the  tabereulous,  are,  to  as,  one 
and  the  same  malady,  and  for  these  reasons  :— 

1.  In4)otb,  the  seat  of  disease  is  at  the  base  of  the 
brain. 

S.  Both  consist  of  a  thickening  of  the  pia  mater 
villi  lUse  membranes  or  pomlent  exndation. 


3.  Both  ore  •oeompoiiied  by  eAnleii  iaio  the  feftlil- 
oles,  and  fireqaenlly  eo-exist  with  eerebral  tnbeiclet. 

4.  Both  eo-eodat  with  tabereular  deposiCt  In  other 
organs. 

On  the  contnurj,  la  trae  meningitis,  it  is  the  pia 
mater  and  arachnoid  of  the  convexity,  or  of  the 
ventriolee^  ofcioh  are  inflamed  and  infiltrated ;  eerooa 
effosioa  into  the  ventricles  is  tlie  exception,  and  Che 
affection  does  not  oolneide  with  taberoles  or  granulatlonai 
either  in  the  brain  or  other  organs.  These  differeaeea 
are  so  marked,  that  if  the  brain  of  on  infant  he 
presented  to  as,  wllh  the  flasnre  of  Sylvias  filled  with 
adhealve  exadotloni  and  the  base  covered  by  mem- 
branous and  parolmit  deposit,  the  convexity  at  the  same 
time  being  free  from  inflammation,  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  predict  that  there  are  most  probably  also  gronnlationa 
in  the  membranes  and  serous  effusion  into  the  ventricles, 
and  that  tuberdea  will  certainly  be  foand  either  in  the 
lungs  or  bronchial  glands. 

Again,  we  are  able  to  tell  from  the  natnrs  and 
number  of  the  tnbercles  present  in  the  chest  or  abdomen, 
what  has  been  the  character  of  the  cerebral  affection. 
Thus  if  we  learu  that  miliary  grannlations  liaTe  been 
found  in  considerable  abandance  in  the  iungs  and 
other  organs,  we  ean  aflirm  that  the  acate  symptoms  of 
the  head  affection  have  been  preceded  by  precursory 
symptoms,  that  the  onset  of  the  disease  has  been 
insidious,  that  the  inflammation  of  the  membranes  was 
ushered  in  by  vomiting,  that  there  was  constipation 
irith  but  littU  te\9r,  and  that  the  malady  haa  laated 
two  or  three  weeks. .  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  brain 
of  an  infant  be  exhibited  to  as,  the  convexity  of  which 
is  corered  with  false  mem.branes  or  purulent  eiudation, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  no  tubercles  will  Im 
found  either  in  the  membranes  of  the  brain  or  else- 
where ;  that  the  disease  has  set  in  suddenly  and  with 
violence,  with  convulsions  perhaps,  if  the  infant  he 
very  young  ;  with  violent  headache,  constipations,  and 
vomitings  if  it  is  of  more  advanced  age;  that  delirium 
has  been  violent,  and  that  the  duration  of  the  disease 
has  not  been  tonger  than  three,  four,  or  six  days. 

We   shall  revert  to  this  subject  in  our  article  on 

diagnosis,  and  shall  then  enter  further  into  details  rea- 

peciing  the  differences  between  the  two  forms  of  the 

disease. 

II.  Morbid  Anatomy. 

Great    familiarity    with    pathological    anatomy    la 

necessary  for  the  appreciation  of  the  slight  leolona 

which  frequently  constitute  the  morbid  appearaneea 

left  by  tubercular  meningitis ;  but  it  Is  far  more  etty 

to  recognize  the  resulu  of  true  meningitis  of  the  oob- 

vexity.    Scarcely,  in  fact,  is  the  injected  dora  moler 

divided,  than  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  the  oonvesltj 

of  the  two  hemispheres  Is  seen  to   be  covered  with 

a    layer    of  yellow    or  yellowish   green    exndaHBo. 

The  deposit  extends  also  to  the  internal  aspect  of  Hie 

hemispheres,  the  upper  surface  of  the  cereb^lam,  and 

sometimes  to  the  base  of  the  brain.    A  slight  examfaa- 

tion  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate  that  the  depdUt  ecn* 

sisu  of  liqald  pus,  and  that  its  seat  is  always  the  |^ 

mater,  and  sometimes  also  the  arachnoid  cavity.    IVo 

producte  of  Inflammation  deserve  to   be-  eeparfilily 

studied  in  these  two  iitaattons. 
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l.Tnthg  aracfuiM.'^TbiM  membrane,  eifhongb  U  eon. 
teififf  the  prodactB  of  InilammiUon,  mmy  itself  not 
«shlMt  ftn  J  trace  of  that  proeen ;  bat  in  general  retains 
its  nDooUi  and  polished  appearance.  If  ISib  bas  been 
praionged  to  the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  the  pos  loses  Its 
daidlty,  and  acqaires  sach  consistence  as  to  resemble 
.  a  Cdse  membrane ;  in  other  oases  trae  false  membranes 
mra  formed  in  addition  to  the  floid  prodncts.  These 
partake  of  the  jellow  colour  of  the  pos,— are  thin,  soft, 
•nd  seldom  Tcrj  extensiTe;  they  are  always  easily 
detached  from  the  seroas  membrane^  unless  as  is 
iMXaaionally  seen,  organization  has  commenced. 

2.  Pia  ma/er.— Alterations  similar  to  the  above  are 
diseovered  also  in  the  pia  mater,  especially  in  patients 
who  have  died  on  the  fonrth  or  filth  day.  The  pas, 
whmi  liquid,  may  be  made  to  pass  over  the  surface  of 
MkfO  membrane  by  pressura  with  the  finger,  but  it  sub* 
■eqaently  becomes  concrete,  forming  a  fiat  broad  lajer 
•f  TariabJe  thickness,  and  which  passes  down  into  the 
salci.  The  membrane  appears  to  be  puffed  up  by  the 
ieeretion,  and  is  increased  both  in  thiclmess  and 
tenacity.  The  deposit  of  pus  is  always  more  copious 
•long  the  sSdes  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  in  the  in- 
teratioes  of  the  convolntions,  than  elsewhere.  At  the 
base  the  pia  mater  is  oflen  quite  healthy.  Over  the 
asrface  occupied  by  the  pus,  the  membrane  is  finely 
Injected,  and  is  readily  detached  from  the  surface  of 
fhe  brain. 

d.  Cerebral  substance, -^The  brain  is  firm,  sometimes 
pvetematnrally  so.  The  grey  substance  is  o(  a  normal 
colour  if  death  has  occurred  before  the  fifth  day ;  later  it 
nsay  also  be  nearly  unaltered,  but  it  is  more  generally  qf 
a  vivid  rose  colour,  and  the  medullary  portion  exhibits 
anmerona  bloody  points.  The  most  superficial  layer 
of  the  convolutions  is  sometimes  -softened,  so  that 
portions  of  it  are  removed  along  with  the  pia  mater. 
In  very  young  Infants,  the  brain  is  sometimes  soAened 
throughout,  an  appearance  which  is  probably  due  to 
osdema  of  its  tissues.  The  condition  of  the  brain  in 
iolgaets  who  have  speedily  succumbed,  shows  plainly 
that  infiammatlon  of  the  membranes  is  the  initiatory 
jMjon«  and  the  ctfi^bral  pulp  becomes  involved  sub- 
toqaeatly. 

4.  Fiiifrjelfs.-»As  a  general  rule,  the  ventricles  are 
ftMnd  empty,  or  containing  only  a  teaspoonful  or  two 
of  .piinii«9it  serosity.  The  jsxceptton  to  this  occurs  in 
▼«iy  young  inliants.  In  some  cases  the  lining  mem- 
asd  the  plexus  choroides  exhibit  traces  of  inflam. 

hfion,  beiqgi^jeeted  and  softened,  or  subsequently  pale, 
but  thickened  and  opaque.  The  central  portions  of  the 
hnin  in  some  oases,  preserve  their  consistence ;  in  othen 
Ibey  ara  softened,  or  converted  into  a  diffluent  pulp. 
The  latter  case,  chiefiy  occnn  in  young  infants,  in 
•oonection  with  copious  serous  effusion  into  the  ven- 
tricles; bat  it  is  occasionally  seen  without  this,  and 
miuttlien  be  attributed  to  inflammatory  action,  and 
Bo4  to  maoemMon,  as  may  be  the  case  when  the  efihsion 
ia  ia  laigc  quantity. 

f^  iceapitnlale  :-<i^The  anatomieal  oharaoten  vary 
mttmiSmg  to^-^li^  the  duration  of  the  malady ;  3nd, 
ibi^afa.of  thepaUents  Srd,  the  seat  of  the  infiamma- 


1.  In  oases  which  prove  fatal  before  the  fifth  day, 
we  find  the  pas  fluid  or  semi-fluid,  or  false  membranes 
in  the  arachnoid  and  pia  mater,  the  latter  being  vividly 
injected,  but  not  adherent  to  the  surface  of  the  brain^ 
Later  we  in  general  discover  only  concrete  pus  or 
false  membranes ;  the  pia  mater  Is  less  iigected,  and 
the  surface  of  the  convolntions  is  sometimes  soft  and 
reddened.  In  some  instances  the  ventricular  portion 
of  the  arachnoid  is  inflamed,  and  the  cavity  containa 
a  small  quantity  of  purulent  serosity,  but  never  pura 
serum. 

2.  In  very  young  infants,  the  brain  is  often  softened 
universally ;  the  ventricles  contain  a  large  quantity  of 
serosity,  and  thera  is  also  occasionally  a  sub-arachnoid 
serous  effusion. 

3.  General  meningitis  is  the  most  common  form  of 
the  disease;  next,  meningitis  of  the  convexity;  that 
of  the  base  and  ventricles,  is  much  more  rare. 

{To  be  conUHuetL) 
QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 


CLINICAL  REPORTS  OP  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OF  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESa 

By  PsTiR  HiKCKxs  Bird,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officen. 

.  {Conimmd  finm  page   128.) 
Casb  XXV. 

r  I8TUX.  4    IN    A  NO. 

William  Wilson,  aged  38,  shoemaker,  of  full  pie- 
tboric  habit,  admitted  into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Sands  Cox,  on  July  2Ist,  1846.  He 
states  that  in  June,  1845,  he  first  perceived  a  small 
swelling,  with  circumscribed  hardness,  on  the  verge  of 
the  anus,  it  caused  him  much  pain  and  Inconvenience, 
which  gradually  Increased,  so  that  in  September  fol« 
lowing  he  was  unable  to  rit  down.  In  December  thie 
small  swelling  **  came  to  a  head,"  which  broke  and  dit* 
charged  a  thin  matter;  it  kept  getting  wone  until 
January,  1846,  when  it  was  abou^  an  inch  and  a  hall 
deep;  it  was  then  laid  open  by  the  medical  man 
attending  him.  Another  formed  by  the  side  of  it,  and 
it  was  again  laid  open,  but  without  soocess.  He  states 
that  these  openings  have  bled  at  times.  His  health  has 
always  been  good;  no  tendency  to  phthisis  can  be 
traced  in  the  family;  his  father  died  of  apoplexy;  Us 
mother  is  alive  and  well ;  his  occupation  is  a  sedentary 
one ;  in  his  early  life  he  was  rather  **  a  free  liver  ;*'  his 
bowels  have  always  been  exceedingly  regular;  is 
seldom  troubled  with  cough ;  has  never  been  subject 
to  haemorrhoids. 

Preeent  sfafe.— There  are  two  fistulous  openings, 
one  on  the  left  side,  the  other  on  the  right  side  of  the 
anus.  The  one  on  the  right  side  has  but  lately  appeared, 
it  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half  deep,  situated  about  half 
an  inch  firom  the  anna,  and  communicates  with  the 
rectum ;  the  other,  which  has  been  present  since  last 
September,  is  situated  on  the  verge  of  the  anus,  and  to 
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ratlier  deeper  than  the  loniier>  and  alio  conniwicatet 
with  the  reetom;  it  ditcharges  a  thickish  matter  (  he 
caoBot  sit  apright  on  a  bard  bench ;  bowcla  reiwtfd 
regular;  appetite  good;  tongne  rather  coated;  pnlae 
natural.  It  has  been  dressed  lately  with  dry  lint ;  the 
matgins  of  the  openings  appear  red  and  inflanad. 
Ordered  to  havn  a  poultice  applied. 

24th.  Much  the  same;  the  openings  dischaiye freely 
hilo  the  poultice. 

August  5th.  Both  sinuses  were  laid  open  this  morn- 
ing by  Mr.  Cox,  a  sUver  director  being  introduced  into 
the  sinuses,  and  then  into  the  rectum,  through  the 
internal  opening.  The  director  being  bent,  all  the 
soft  parts  Ij-iog  over  it  were  divided  by  a  ibarp-pointed 
curved  bistoury.  He  lost  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  bat 
bore  the  operation  well.  Ordered  to  have  it  dressed 
from  the  bottom  with  dry  lint. 

12th.   The  openings  are  healing   up,   they  look 
healthy ;  general  health  good  ;  bowels  open. 
•  20th.  The  openings  are  not  so  deep,  have  an  healthy 
appearance;  bowels  regular. 

September  1st.  Improving  rapidly. 

16th.  Quite  well.    Discharged  cured. 


let  alone. 
The  preceding  case  presenU  an  insUnce  of  com-  1     la  this  operation  the  intention  is  to  divide  the  intes« 


sometiflMs  much,  or  it  will  dlscbivft  and  hnak  alltr* 
naldj.  The  reason  why  ahecaases  near  the  rectwa 
heaHip  less  frequently  than  others^  la  rofened  by  to 
B.  Brodie  In  the  sinus  or  passage  for  the  matter  nia« 
ning  through  the  sphincter  ani  muscle ;  this  niascle  ia 
constantly  in  molioa»  cootractuig  and  dilating,  and  oon- 
sequently  there  is  not  thn  repose  which  is  neccasaiy  for 
the  cure  of  the  abscess. 

Abscess  near  the  rectum  frequently  occurs  in  patients 
who  are  labouring  under  abscesses  or  tubercles  in  the 
lungs.  Hence  Sir  B.  Brodie  properly  recommends 
surgeons,  before  they  operate  on  a  patient  for  fistula, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  lungs  are  sound.  He  observes, 
*'  Persons  with  diseased  liver  and  other  visceral  diseases, 
are  also  liable  to  the  formation  of  these  abscesses.  The 
distinction  of  these  casea  from  others  which  occur  in 
otherwise  healthy  suhiects,  is  very  important,  inasmuch 
as  the  practice  which  is  proper  in  the  one  case  is  quite 
improper  in  the  other."  He  adds,  that  if  the  patient 
laboon  under  visceral  disease,  it  as  seldom  that  the 
abscess  will  heal,  but  if  it  ahould,  the  visceral  disease 
will  make  increased  progress,  and  the  patient  will  die 
sooner  if  the  operation  be  performed  than  if  it  were 


plete  fistula  in  the  anus,  which  is  not  such  a  frequent 
form  of  this  disease  as  that  in  which  the  abscess  has 
only  an  external  opening,  (blind  external  fistula.)  and 
does  not  perforate  the  rectum  at  all,  from  which, 
indeed,  the  matter  is  more  or  less  distant. 

Abscesses  near  the  rectum  happen  with  particular 
frequency  in  persons  who  are  habitually  costive,  and 
according  to  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  those  who  have  been 
troubled  with  piles;  they  have  also  been  produced  by^ 
foreign  bodies  penetrating  through  the  mucous  mem* 
brane  of  the  bowel  and  sphincter  muscle  into  the  cel- 
lular tissue.  The  pathology  of  these  cases  of  com- 
plete fistula  is  exceedingly  interesting;  an  indurated 
stool,  a  foreign  body  (a  fish-bone  or  an  apple*pip,  for 
instance,)  in  ita  course  through  the  rectum,  produces 
solution  of  the  continuity  of  the  coats  of  the  rectum, 
and  Into  thia  small  wound  either  the  f«oes  or  the 
foreign  iiody  enters,  and  excites  inQammation,  fol- 
lowed by  suppuration,  which  ia  kept  up  by  the 
presence  of  theforeigi^body;  this  gradually  progresses 
until  a  fistula  is  formed  by  the  abscess  breaking  on  the 
integument  on  the  veiige  of  the  anus.  According  to 
M.  Ribes,*  when  the  abscess  communicates  with  the 
bowel,  the  orifice  is  alwayt  within  five  or  six  lines 
above  the  junction  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
bowel  with  the  external  skin.  Abscesses  nesr  the 
rectum  have  a  great  tendency  to  form  fistulous 
openings. 

Sir  B.  Brodie*  admiu  with  Pott  that  abscesses  near 
the  rectum  after  discharging  themselves  sometimes 
heal  op  like  others.  This,  however,  he  considers  as  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  if  nothing  he  done,  the 
opening  will  continue,  sometimes  discharging  little. 


tine  from  the  veiige  of  the  anus,  up  as  high  as  the  top 
of  the  hollow  in  which  the  matter  was  formed,  so  that 
the  two  cavities  of  the  gut  and  fistula  are  made  into 
one,  and  a  firm  and  lasting  cure  is  Obtained,  inatead  of 
a  hollow  or  sinuous  sore,  which  serves  for  the  lodgement 
of  matter.  The  operation  Is  elfectual,  however,  on 
another  principle— vix.,  the  fibres  of  the  sphincter 
between  the  abscess  and  the  bowel  are  divided,  and  the 
sphincter  muscle  being  thus  set  at  Hberty,  there  is  not 
only  a  free  and  ready  escape  for  the  matter,  but  the 
action  of  the  muscle,  which  prevents  the  healing  of  the 
abscess^  Is  put  an  end  to.  In  these  casef  every  ainus 
must  he  laid  open.  The  dressings  should  be  soft,  easy, 
and  light,  the  whole  i^nt  of  these  being  to  produce 
such  suppuration  as  may  soften  the  parts,  and  bring 
them  into  a  state  fit  for  healing.  Sir  B.  Brodie  states 
that  it  is  chiefly  in  consequence  of  too  much  lint  in 
dressing  that  farther  operations  are  so  frequently 
wanted  before  the  cure  is  completed.  The  daily  dres- 
sing should  be  repeated  until  the  cut  surfaces  are 
cicatrised,  but  no  longer.  The  cicatrization  of  the 
bottom  of  the  sinus  will  be  completed  better  without 
the  dressing  than  with  it. 

PROVINCIAL 

imtlJical  9c  i&urgical  SournaU 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  24,  1847. 


•  Reeberehes  sar  la  sitnatloa  de  I'orifiee  iaterae  da  la 
Ftttnle  de  PAoue.  I8*.e. 

•  i^ndM  MeiietJ  GaMttU.  183% 


It  has  been  wdl  remarked  by  Dagald  Stewart, 
that  'Uhe  chief  part  of  a  philoitephar'a  life 
mntt  be  spent  in  unlearning  the  errors  of  the 
crowd."  The  remark  appliea  with  peonliar 
force  to  the  medical  philoaopher,  and  eTerj 
thinking  practitioner  cannot  hut  have  obeerved 
that  in  the  taken-for*granted  effeet  ef  remediei, 
there  it  nearly  aa  mnch  to  unlearn  ae  to 
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tMum  ;  irhil«  the  adTmiceiiient  of  medieal  scieoee 
■Mut  ulliniAlely  depend  upon  the  judgment 
«Mreif6d  hy  its  prefeeeon,  at  well  in  the  de- 
teeting  of  errorsi  «•  in  tnoing  effects  to  their 
leid  eenses. 

The  lesding  piioeiples  of  treatment  now 
generally  admitted  by  the  profession  are  tried 
principles,  not  to  he  set  aside  by  the  yagarles 
of  weak  minds,  nor  the  superficial  ohjections  of 
half-educated  innovators.  Our  present  object 
18  not  to  bring  these  principles  for  a  thousandth 
time  under  critical  reriew,  but  to  throw  out  a 
few  hints  which  may  assist  in  the  more  rigid 
and  vigilant  application  of  them  to  particular 
cases.  There  are  few,  if  any,  among  us  who  are 
sufficiently  alive  to  the  danger  of  drawing  false 
practical  oonclusions  from  the  phenomena  con- 
stantly passing  under  observation.  The  science 
of  medieine  is  so  complicated,— the  ever-varjring 
phases  of  disease  are  under  the  inflaenoe  of  so 
many  contingencies  of  climate,  temperament, 
•diet,  regimen,  mental  excitement,  and  other 
-mcumstaoces,  that  he  must  possess  a  mind  of 
no  common  order,  who  can  grasp  and  weigh 
them  all.  It  is  much,  that  in  the  midst  of  so 
many  dfficulties,  we  should  have  attained  to 
■o  much  harmony,  as  regards  great  principles; 
and  yet  more,  that  for  a  century,  at  the  least, 
all  the  great,  the  learned,  and  the  enlightened 
among  us«  have,  through  various  channels,  and 
aometimes  in  spite  of  opposing  theories,  deduced 
from  these  principles,  the  same  practical  lessons. 

The  general  agreement  of  leading  minds  on 
leading  points,  though  not  amounting  to  absolute 
authority  in  medical  matters,  may  be  regarded 
as  light  in  the  darkness,— as  lucid  points  which, 
without  prostrating  the  judgment,  may  serve  to 
•direct  the  researches  of  those  enquiring  after 
truth.  Not  one  of  these  accredited  principles  can, 
it  is  true,  he  established  as  infallibly  correct ; 
yet  no  sensible  man  would  feel  himself  justified  in 
treating  them  with  contempt,  or  rejecting  them 
without  years  of  patient  and  laborious  examina- 
tion. Many  of  them  have  passed  unscathed,  if 
not  unchallenged,  from  the  days  of  Hippocrates 
till  now;  ^and  a  flippant  disturber  of  these 
settled  points  must  be  very  ready  'With  his 
pleadings,  if  he  would  escape  universal  con- 
tempt. Nevertheless,  the  field  is  always  open; 
diseases  still  exist,  terrible  and  fatal,  which 
defy  the  best  resources  of  our  art;  and  cases 
of  daily  occurrence,  not  formidable  in  their 
OEigtnal  character,  become  serious,  and  some* 
times  fatal,  in  their  issue,  baflling  the  skill  and 
disappointing  the  diagnosis  of  our  most  careful 
practitioners.  Learners^  and  docile  learners 
ioq,  the  members  of  our  toilsome  and  intricate 
craft,  must  ever  remain :  dogmatism  ill  becomes 
Ihose  who  have  yet  so  much  to  learn. 


A  proj^osal  for  the  investigation  of  subjects  of 
inquiry  on  which  information  is  required,  was 
some  months  back  suggested  by  an  intelligent 
correspondent,*  which,  if  cordially  and  generally 
responded  to,  musi  effect  something.  On  the 
other  hand,  should  any  considerable  number  of 
the  members  refuse  their  co-operation,  on  the 
ground  that  the  object  sought  to  be  attained 
cannot  be  fully  and  satisfactorily  carried  out, 
then  the  proposal  referred  to,  or  any  other 
requiring  the  co-operation  of  numbers,  must 
partially  at  least  fail.  In  the  hope  that  mem« 
bers  will  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  lend 
their  aid  to  a  work  of  this  nature,  which,  if  it 
succeeds,  cannot  fail  to  advance  our  individual 
practical  knowledge,  a  series  of  questions  will 
shortly  be  addressed  to  each  member,  touching 
his  professional  experience  on  various  practical 
subiects.  It  is  not  intended  to  ask  for  opinions, 
much  as  in  some  quarters  they  may  be  entitled 
to  respect.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  some  of  us 
may  have  set  down  in  our  own  minds  as  facts  or 
truths,  inferences  only,  not  always  perhaps  cor. 
rectly  drawn  from  facts,  or  drawn  from  appear- 
ances, mistaken  for  facts,— in  both  cases  fallacious 
and  erroneous.  It  is  proposed,  therefore,  to 
ask  for  facts, — facts  carefully  observed,  but 
wholly  unincumbered  with  inferences ;  and  it  is 
s^rcely  necessary  to  remark,  that  a  record  of 
naked,  well-attested  facts,  arranged  in  an 
orderly  method,  must  be  of  some  private  service 
to  each  individual  member,  even  if  they  be  col« 
'  lected  only  by  himself;  but  when  multiplied  by 
the  whole  number  of  our  members,  who  among 
us  would  not  hail  the  statistical  result  as  a 
guide  to  his  own  practice,  as  a  corrective  of  any 
erroneous  opinions  formed  on  too  narrow  a  scale 
of  observation,  and,  to  the  younger  members 
especially,  as  a  remedy  for  early  prepossessions 
or  prejudices. 

With  opini<m9  we  have  no  wish  to  interefere : 
we  have  no  right  to  challenge  them.  Fallible 
ourselves,  we  must  in  this  respect  bear  with 
each  others  errors  and  infirmities  ;  but  as 
members  of  a  liberal  profession,  we  claim  a  right 
to  a  reciprocal  communication  of  physical  facts. 
They  are  our  common  property :  their  value  to 
each  one  of  us  becomes  enhanced  by  their 
publication  for  the  use  of  all.  Unlike  the 
pretended  arcana  of  the  empiric,  the  discoveries 
of  the  qualified  practitioner  enrich  their  pos- 
sessor in  proportion  to  the  extent  wherewith  he 
shares  them  with  his  brethren.  The  genuine 
physician  has  no  reserves,-*no  mysteries,  no 
dealings  with  occult  influences.  He  rejoices 
with  others  in  their  success  in  the  alleviation  of 
human   suffering.    He  knows  how  to   ''give 


•  PfmmeM  MtHui  mid 
18IS,  p.  811. 
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honour  to  whom  honour  it  due."  To  him  is 
reserved  the  high  prerogative  of  trying  the 
gold  !&  the  iire  and  drculaling  the  pure  metal 
for  the  general  good.  To  the  honour  of  the 
medical  profession  he  it  spoken,  neither  the 
fame  nor  the  emolument  of  its  members  is 
secured  by  "  Royal  letters  patent."  Their  mid- 
night oil  burns  for  their  brethren  as  for  them- 
selves^  and  through  them  for  all  mankind.  In 
them  is  literally  fulfilled  the  proverb,—.'^  there 
is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth  " 

That  the  fountains  of  our  science  may  be 
rendered  yet  more  pure^  and  better  adapted  to 
the  dignified  purposes  of  our  art,  the  following 
observations  are  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  readers  of  the  Provincial  Journal:^ 

1.  The  effects  resulting  from  the  medical 
treatment  of  disease  seldom  or  never  admit  of 
absolute  demonstration. 

S.  Nevertheleis,  the  highest  degree  of  pro- 
bability which  the  subject  will  admit  of,  may 
be  fairly  taken  for  demonstration,  and  acted 
upon  with  confidence. 

3.  The  barest  probability  must  occasionally 
determine  our  practice,  when  better  evidence 
is  wanting;  but  extreme  vigilance  should  be 
exercised. 

4.  Established  opinions  are  worthy  of  respect, 
not  only  as  the  opinions  of  the  most  distinguished ' 
men,  but  as  having  become  established,  in  a 
high  degree  of  probability,  on  the  best  grounds. 

5.  The  most  judicious  medical  treatment  is 
founded  generally  on  established  opinions,  and 
for  this  reason  it  usually  comprises  a  variety  of 
agents ;  hence  there  is  little  to  be  learned  from 
it.  If  it  succeed,  it  is  impossible  to  determine, 
from  thefacU  of  the  cage,  to  which  agent  success 
is  chiefly  due ;  if  it  fail,  the  cause  of  failure  is 
equally  obscure.  This  remark  applies  in  some 
degrees  to  nineteen  out  of  every  twenty  cases 
which  come  onder  treatment.    Hence  the  slow 


progress  of  medical  science*    We  learn  nothing    mixed  and  applied  science  like  that  of  medicine. 


with  oertainty  from  the  i^eat  maae  of  our  cases, 
eipedally  if  onr  practice  be  careful  and  discreet. 

6»  It  follows  (from  proposition  6,)  that  those 
diseases  afford  the  best  opportunities  for  increas- 
ing our  therapeutical  knowledge^  which  are 
generally  hdd  to  be  intractable  or  incurable, 
inasmuch  as  established  treatment  having  failed, 
we  are  not  bound  to  put  it  into  practice.  The 
leamer  also  derives  a  farther  advantage  from 
these  cases;  the.  vu-medicatrix  naturm  being 
inert  or  insufficient,  recovery,  when  it  occurs, 
may  fairly  be  attributed  to  medical  agency. 
Here  also  some  new  method  of  treatment, 
founded  upon  analogy,  may  fairly  be  tried. 

7«  The  new  method  should  he  simple  and 
defined^  conaistiwg,  if  possihle«  of  one  remedy 
alone,  used  under  circumstaoees  favourable  for 


its  exhibition,  and  so  administered,  as  to  show— 
1st,  the  effects  of  an  over-dose ;  3nd,  the  state 
of  the  disease  under  this  over-dose;  3rd,  the 
state  of  the  disease  under  the  maximum  dose; 
4th,  the  aehtal  operation  of  the  remedy  on  thQ 
morbid  action,  proved  by  its  recession  under  the 
medicine,  and  its  advance  under  its  discontinue 
ance.  These  experiments  (the  results  having 
been  ascertained  in  one  case,  or  under  one  set  of 
conditions,)  should  be  tried  under  every  possible 
variety  of  circumstances,  with  and  without  other 
adjuvants; — in  every  yariety  of  cases,  acute, 
chronic,  recent,  advanced ; — at  all  ages,  and  in 
either  sex ; — in  hospitals,  in  dispensaries,  and  in 
private  practice ;— in  cities,  in  the  country ;— in 
inland  districts,  and  at  the  sea  side  ; — In  damp 
situations,  and  in  dry  ; — in  winter,  and  in  sum- 
mer ;— in  spring,  and  in  autumn.  The  symptoms 
in  each  case  should  be  carefully  noted  while  the 
patient  is  under  examination,  and  as  carefully 
entered  in  a  well-adjusted,  well-Indexed  note* 
book,  ready  for  reference  at  all  times. 

8.  If  every  intelligent  and  observant  prac« 
titioner  were  to  try  one  remedy  on  the  plan 
above  detailed,  so  far  as  his  position  rendered  it 
possible,  and  during  his  whole  life  direct  his 
especial  attention  to  the  operation  of  that 
remedy  in  any  incurable  disease,  or  olass  of 
diseases,  to  which  it  might  on  any  rational 
analogy  appear  adapted,  his  life  would  yet  be 
too  short  to  work  the  problem  fully,  and  he 
would  still  leave  much  to  be  accomplished ;  but 
the  results  of  his  own  researches  would  neces* 
sarily  be  very  instructive,  and  an  instalment  of 
no  mean  value  would  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
science.  The  separate  facts  deduced  from  hia 
experience,  when  dulylrranged  and  digested, 
would  produce  in  his  own  mind  results  not  abso* 
lutely  demonstrative  possibly,  but  yet  so  conclu- 
sive as  to  approach  as  near  to  the  confines  of 
fixed  and  settled  truth  as  is  attainable  in  a 


In  conclusion  we  would  commend  this  method 
to  the  consideration  of  the  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Association, — ^to  the  sober-minded,  quiets 
thoughtful,  practitioners  of  the  provinces,*— and 
especially  to  those  who  wish  to  distinguish  them- 
selves by  really  benefitting  their  fellow-men. 


A  Mmmmitf  f If  rrinrijtlnt  mtd  Procticoof  Ophikaimic 
Medieine  mid  Swfer^.  By  T.  WBAaTOM  Jovxs, 
F.R*S.    London :  Churchill.    Fcap.  8vo.,  pp.  570. 

It  is  curious  to  refer  to  the  older  writers  upou 
ophthalmic  surgery,  and  to  see  what  strange  treatment 
wo  adopted  by  them.  A  favourite  remedy,  even  during 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  was  the  placing  of 
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^a  lomuT  IB  the  cje*  which,  »  Richard  Banbter, 
Bftster  in  Cbimgtrft  qmintly  obierfts,  "tlckleth 
«nd  pricketh,  lo  that  it  maketb  the  eye  moiat  and 
mmaticke,  and  quickeneth  the  spiriU.**  We  may 
"doubt,  howerer,  whether  it  added  mnch  to  the  comfort 
of  the  iiatietit  so  fafonred.  Others  acmbbed  the  oon- 
Junetifm  with  the  afaarp  beards  of  rye  in  cases  of 
ophthalmia.  And  friction  on  the  cornea  with  a  gold  ring 
was  considered  a  sorereign  remedy  for  opacity.  We 
■aay  reasonably  sappose  that  this  was  a  flreqnent  con- 
aeqoence  of  the  two  first-mentioned  applications;  and 
pounded  glass  blown  into  the  eye  enjoyed  a  high  repn- 
talion  for  mbbing  it  off  again.  The  wonder  is  that  any 
«yes  recorered.  Qar  forefathers  must  hare  had  hot  an 
indifferent  time  of  it  when  they  laboured  under  the 
double  affliction  of  bad  eyes,  and  worse  oculists.  Sore 
must  have  been  the  atruggle  on  the  part  of  persecuted 
imtiire,  to  resist  the  combined  onslaught  of  disease  and 
thk  doctors.  Happily  for  suffering  humanity,  a  great 
•change  has  been  wrought  of  late  years.  Just  and 
«nlightened*  views  ^^radoally  succeeded  to  profound 
Ignorance,  and  eye-diseases  were  rescued  from  the 
hands  of  those  '^  proud  quack-salying  mountebanks" 
{as  Banister  calls  them,)  under  whose  dominion  they 
had  been  so  long  suffered  to  remain.  It  was  resenred, 
however,  for  the  present  century  to  see  ophthalmic 
surgery  assume  its  legitimate  position  in  medical 
adence;  a  fact  of  more  importance  than  may  at  first 
sight  appear. 

It  is  not  only  the  sufferen^  but  the  public  at  larg^ 
who  hnve  a  direet  interest  in  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness. Great  as  this  calamity  is  to  the  individual  whose 
•ctrcamatances  enable  him  to  bring  within  his  reach  the 
luxuries  of  wealth,  and  who  can  soothe  his  afiliction  by 
intellectual  resources,  bodily  enjoyments,  or  agreeable 
-society,  the  misfortune  is  far  heavier  when  it  befalls 
the  poor  man,  upon  whose  exertions  a  family  are 
dependent  for  their  bread.  In  that  case  poverty  soon 
aggravates  the  misery  of  darkness ;  the  means  of  sub- 
siatence  being  withdrawn,  the  sufferer  and  his  family 
«re  thrown  up9n  casual  charity  for  support^  or  are 
driven  to  that  lot  reaoorea  of  the  wretched— the 
workhouse.  It  is  then  of  the  highest  importance  that 
diseases  of  the  eye  should  have  brought  to  bear  upon 
thfem  all  the  advantages  that  science,  observation,  and 
experience  can  afford.  It  is  gratifying  to  observe  that 
the  medical  profession  generally  is  becoming  daily 
snore  familiar  with  a  class  of  diseases  yielding  in 
importance  to  none,  but  until  recently  we  fear  too 
much  neglected. 

The  object  of  the  author  of  the  volume  before  us, 
Ims  been,  (he  informs  us,)  "  to  produce  a  woriL  on 
the  diseases  of  the  eye,  which  should  serf«  at  onoe 
«B  a  text-hook  far  atudents,  and  as  a  book  of  reference 
for  practitioners.^  He  commences  rtty  properiy,  by 
giving  directions  for  examining  the  eye  and  iu 
jippendages,  and  lor  the  employment  of  remedial 


applications.  After  a  description  of  the  phenomena 
of  inflsmmation  in  general,  ophthalmic  indammatiooa 
in  particular  are  considered.  Mr.  Jones  divides  the 
ophthalmias  into  orders  and  genera  o  follows  :t^ 

Order  I.  Cpktkalmia  externa,  comprehends  con- 
junctivitis, sclerotitis,  comeitis,  and  compound  external 
ophthalmii^— that  is,  the  catarrhal  form  modified  by 
struma  and  rheumatiam. 

Order  II.  Ophtkaimui  iniema  aUerior,  comprises 
aquo-capsulitis,  iritis,  and  crystallino-capsuiitis  anterior. 

Orders  IIL  and  IV.  embrace  ophthalmia  interna 
posterior,  and  panophthalmitis,  (inflammation  of  the 
globe.) 

When  upon  the  subject  of  choroiditis,  the  author 
remarks,  that  "the  anatomical  characters  of  the  in- 
flammations of  the  choroid  and  retina  cannot  be 
directly  observed  during  life;  even  the  external 
redness  of  congestion  proper  to  them  cannot  be  seen, 
for,  different  from  the  structares  hitherto  considered, 
the  blood-vessets  of  those  under  notice  enter  the 
eyeball  at  its  posterior  part." 

The  prognosis .  given  of  gonorrhoeal  ophthalmia, 
that  formidable  diseaae  requiring  such  bold  and  ener- 
getic treatment,  is,  "  until,  with  a  cornea  safe,  or  at 
least  not  much  ulcerated,  the  disease  is  on  the  decliae, 
which  is  known  by  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  of 
the  eyelids  and  of  the  chemosis,  with  dimiuation  of 
the  discharge,  the  prognosis  must  Jbe  extremely 
unfavourable.  The  eye  may  be  destroyed  in  forty- 
eight  hours,  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease." 

To  the  account  of  the  ophtkalmise,  succeeds  the 
description  of  the  various  morbid  states  of  the  eye 
consequent  upon  them;  as  granular  conjunctiva, 
staphyloma,  &c.  Tlie  third  chapter  is  devoted  to 
dropsies,  tumours,  cancer,  &c.,  of  the  eye-ball;  and 
to  the  consideration  of  cataract  and  artificial  pnptl. 
The  various  operations  are  fully  discussed,  and  the 
descriptions  illustrated  by  numerous  wood-cuts ;  indeed 
expense  has  not  been  spared  in  introducing  figures 
whenever  the  subject  could  be  elucidated  by  them. 
Mr.  Jones  then  treata  in  auccession,  of  optical  defects, 
amaurotic  affections,  and  strabismus.  Diseases  of  the 
eyelids,  of  the  Uchrymsl  organs,  and  of  the  orbit, 
follow  in  order:  and  the  conclsaion  of  the  voiums  is 
devoted  to  injuries  of  the  eye  and  its  nppsndsges. 

When  treating  of  diseases  of  the  eyelids^  the  author 
thus  describes  a  morbid  condition  of  those  appendages, 
comparatively  harmless  if  let  alone,  but  often  mused 
into  malignant  activity  by  injudicious  interference,  and 
irriuting  applications.  "  Schrrfaoid  callosity  of  the 
eyelids,  a  hard  tubercnlated  warty-like  degeneration  of 
the  whole  thickniessof  the  eyelid,  commonly  the  lower,at 
the  tarsal  border  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  traversed 
by  varicoae  veasels,  and  ending  in  nicention,  some*- 
times  occurs,  especially  in  old  people.  Though  re^ 
sembling,  it  is  not  of  the  nature  of  sdrrhna." 

We  may  here  remark,  thai  much  caution  ought  ts 
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be  exerciied  before  meddUng  with  the  indolent  warty 
ffowthfl  often  found  upon  the  faces  of  elderly  people. 
If  let  alone  they  are  perfectly  innocuous;  bat  sereral 
imtancea  have  fallen  under  oar  obserration  of  very 
tenons  mischief  resulting  from  the  application  of 
caustics.  The  growth  has  returned  again  and  again, 
after  repeated  cauterization,  each  time  worse  than 
before,  until  that  which  was  a  harmless  pimple  has 
been  conrertecl  into  an  extensiFe,  unsightly,  and  in- 
tractable disease. 

Our  opinion  of  the  work  before  us  is,  that  it  bears 
evidence  of  extensive  reading,  and  considerable  re- 
search ;  bat  the  anthor  must  forgive  us  if  we  object 
to  the  ttyk,  as  being  unusually  hard  and  involved. 
The  complication  of  some  of  the  sentences  renders 
close  attention  necessary  to  understand  their  meaning. 
The  wear  and  tear  of  body  and  mind,  inseparable  from 
extensive  practice— especially  country  practice— often 
disinclines  medical  men  to  labourious  study ;  to  them 
it  is  no  trifling  recommendation  that  a  book  should  be 
written  in  clear,  perspicuous,  and  readable  language, 

"  Est  brcTitate  opQ8,at  carrat  senteniia,  nen  se 
*'  Impedlat  verbis  lassas  onerantlbas  aares.**'- 

The  style  we  would  prefer  is  perfectly  compatible 

with  scientific  information;  it  materially  enhances  the 

interest  of  a  book,  and  has  imparted  additional  grace 

to  the  prednctions  of  some  of  the  ablest  writers  of  the 

SHEFFIELD    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Sixth  Session.*— Eighth  Meeting.  Jaiuaiy  7th,  1847. 
The  President,  Mr.  Tvatoh ,  in  the  chair. 

mOMONIA:  DXBSA8SD  XIDMBT. 

Mr.  Law  exhibited  the  left  long  and  kidneys  of  a 
patient,  aged  38,  who  had  died  a  few  hours  after 
admission  into  the  Infirmary,  seven  weeks  after 
delivery.  The  lung  was  a  well-marked  specimen  of  pneu- 
monia in  its  third  stage,  the  Infiltration  of  pns  being 
general,  with  several  small  collections  in  the  form  of 
vemicsB.  A  portion  of  the  right  lung  was  also  found 
hepatised.  The  kidneys  viewed  together  presented  a 
singular  appearance,  one  being  natural  in  eppearance, 
the  other  extremely  pale  and  exsanguine.  It  is  to  be 
tagretted  that  no  history  could  be  obtained  with  lespect 
to  this  woman.     ^ 

T17BSXCU1.AR  PHTBISIS. 

Dr.  Branson  exhibited  the  lower  portion  of  the 
ileum  and  upper  part  of  the  left  lung  of  a  table-knife 
cutler,  aged  56,  who  was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  in 
the  last  stage  of  phthisis ;  the  patient  had  also  suf. 
fered  from  long-continued  diarrhoea.  Pejer's  glands 
were  extensively  and  deeply  ulcerated.  The  apex  of  the 
left  lung  was  occnpied  with  a  mass  of  Indiarubber- 
like  substance,  very  similar  to  that  ftequently  met  with 
in  th6  lungs  of  grinders;  this  mass  was  studded  with 
tubercles,  and  in  the  centre  of  it  was  a  small  tubercular 
cavity;  the  right  Inng  afibrded  a  good  q>ednen  of 
tubercular  iniiltration. 


Mr.  Law  exhibited  Ellis's  apparatus  for  fhe  treat- 
ment of  ftactures  of  the  clavicle. 

A  gentleman  Introduced  by  the  P^sident  exUbiled 
specimens  of  Markwiok's  pifine  and  ^ongiO'jniine,  a» 
»  substitute  tor  poultices. 

CABCIHOMA  OF  THS   BBABT. 

Mr.  Law  read  a  paper  on  the  habitudes  of  eaaeer,  ii» 
which  he  detailed  the  subjoined  ease  of  scirrhouaheaft:-^ 
All  Ae  known  habitudes  of  cancer  were  staled,  and 
an  opinion  expressed,  that  the  teeth  were  never  attacked 
by  It;  the  writer  referring  to  a  case  in  which  alaiyo 
pdrtioB  of  each  jaw  was  destroyed,  and  the  teetb 
escaped.  As  the  diseaae  destroyed  the  alveolar  pro- 
cesses, the  teeth  fell  out,  or  they  were  found  imbedded 
In  the  soft  parts,  but  they  were  perfectly  sound.  This 
was  a  strong  argument  against  the  doctrine  still  held 
by  some  that  the  teeth  possess  vitality. 

H.  G  ■■  , aged  89,  of  Harveat  Lane,  a  table* 
blade  grinder,  was  admitted  an  out-patient  of  the  Inflr- 
mary,  October  16th,  1846,  and  an  In-patient  on  iho 
13th  November.  He  died  in  an  extremely  anssaiG 
eondition,  apparenUy  of  apncea,  on  the  Snd  Deeaober. 
His  height  was  ^r^  feet  four  inches.  When  la  health 
he  weighed  eight  stone  four  pounds,  and  had  a  fair  aad 
dear  complexion.  He  jnarried  in  hls32ad  year.  Hie 
father  dying,  and  his  mother  abandoning  him  In  his 
seventh  year,  he  was  brought  up  as  a  parish  appren-r 
tice,  and  experienced  great  hardships,  being  badly  fed 
and  clothed,  and  exposed  to  cold  during  the  winter  day  a 
and  nights.  From  his  31st  to  his  82nd  or  SSrd  year 
he  got  drunk  nearly  every  night ;  but  during  the  iBst 
seven  years  he  was  a  teetotaller,  and  kept  Ms  pledge. 
His  health,  however,  was  ptetty  good  until  his  ioat 
year,  at  the  commencement  of  which  he  had  an  abaceea 
behind  the  right  ear.  This  opened  naturally  and  aooa 
healed,  but  he  was  never  well  afterwards,  alwaya  eom- 
plaining  of  pain  in  his  chest,  particularly  the  left  side 
of  the  chest,  and  head;  he  soon  became  unable  to  work 
at  his  trade,  and  was  latterly  employed  aa  a  table-kntfe 
buflTer,  hating  laid  aside  the  more  laborioua  ooeupatlsia 
of  grinding.  The  medical  history  of  his  family  la  ttot 
known  to  his  widow,  she  could  not  say  that  any  of  Ms 
relatives  had  had  cancer.  For  the  last  thrse  BWBflM 
the  pain  In  the  head  andleftside  of  thecbesC  was  worse» 
and  he  seemed  quite  unable  to  lie  on  his  left  side.  He 
complained  very  much  of  his  tongue,  end  raftiaed  all 
food  requiring  to  be  chewed.  He  had  very  dIatressiBs 
dyspiima,  which  waa  least  troublesome  when  he  lay  on 
his  right  side;  and  he  was  troubled  with  a  eonataat 
tickling  cough,  with  scanty  expectoration.  When  ho 
became  an  in-patient  there  was  scirrhous  ukeratioB  of 
the  tongue,  he  artieulated  very  imperfectly,  and  tt» 
countenanoe  was  in  the  highest  degree  expressive  efHio 
oanoereul  diathesis. 

It  was  easy  to  surmise  that  the  dyspncM  depended  on 
a  mechanleal  cause,  and  the  eondltiott  of  the  tongue, 
wMi  the  expression  of  the  countenance,  left  lltde  room 
for  doubting  that  this  mechanical  oanae  woaa  asirrhous 
tumour  or  tumours,  compressing  the  bronchi.  It  wuft 
obvious  that  death  would  speedily  terminate  his  suffa^ 
Ings,  and  it  was  judged  right  to  do  nolMng  In  the  wmy 
of  treatmeat  farther  than  to  administer  itlBiulinll  nd 
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Xqakl  a«triment,  with  •  >iew  of  Mutaining  the  rapidly 
ttJXtBg  itr«ngth,  and  opion,  with  the  view  of  allajing 
pidn.  It  is  nmoh  to  be  regretted  that  the  cheat  of  this 
p«ti«Dt  was  not  examined  with  the  stethoscope. 

The  heart  was  small,  and  weighed  seren  ounces  and 
a  half;  there  was  rery  great  concentric  hypertrophy  of 
lell  Tentride,  the  cavity  being  only  large  enough  to 

itala  the  thumb,  while  the  walls  were  nearly  an  inch 
IhMk  ;  the  aorta  was  small  proportionately  to  the  siie 
«f  the  Tentriele ;  the  right  Tentricle  also  was  small ; 
tte  TalTsa,  especially  the  mitral,  were  somewhat  thicker 
«M  less  transparent  than  natural,  but  there  seemed  to 
%9  BO  reason  to  doubt  that  they  had  performed  their 
l^netion  to  the  last.  In  the  anterior  wall  of  the  right 
^«ntricle,  near  the  base  of  the  organ,  there  existed  a 
large  hard  inelastic  tumour,  of  the  form  of  a  flattened 
sphere,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  three 
qnarters  of  an  inch  thick  at  the  centre ;  the  tumour 
amit  in  sise  was  as  large  as  a  field-bean,  and  situated 
In  the  anterior  part  of  the  wall  of  the  left  rentriole,  also 
nuar  the  base  of  that  organ ;  there  were  several  smsller 
•uiiriious  masses,  some  connected  with  the  left,  and 
oliisrs  with  the  right  ventricle.  In  the  apex  of  the  right 
Inng  was  a  large  scirrhous  tumour,  the  size  of  a  hen's 
^gg ;  the  lower  lobe  of  the  leAjdnng  presented  the  infil- 
trated form  of  the  disease^b  which  form  it  also 
existed  imthe  right  clavicle,  which  was  almost  dirlded 
a«ar  the  sternum  by  the  canoeroiis  deposition.  The 
kronehial  glands  were  one  mass  of  scirrhus,  and  had, it 
vms  conjectured,  occasioned  the  fatal  apnoss*  The 
antopsia  was  made  under  unusual  difficulties,  permis. 
iiaii  being  given  only  for  an  examination  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  chest  The  abdominal  viscera,  however, 
inspected  by  cutting  through  the  diaphragm,  were  found 
kaalthy.  The  brain  and  spinal  cord  were  not  examined. 
Tke  lungs  and  clavicle  exhibited  scirrhous  formation, 
and  with  the  heart,  were  exhibited  to  the  Society. 

With  respect  to  the  eause  of  extraordinary  develop- 
»«ai  of  eancer  in  this  patient,  Mr.  Law  advanced 
aotUttg  demanding  particular  attention ;  he  le/k  his 
kaavers  to  form  their  own  opinion  as  to  the  effect  on  the 
caastltntloB  of  the  man,  of  tiiat  sudden  and  total 
afeaadoament  of  Intoxicating  drinks,  which  was  made 
i»  Ida  ftted  or  3M  year,  aad  persisted  in  to  the  last, 
te  taking  bvaady  in  the  way  of  medidae  was  no  tio- 
latioB  of  hie  pledge.  Mr.  Law  eoneidersd  It  idla  to 
talk  of  the  extension  «f  the  eaaeereaa  diathesis  to  the 
heart;  but  supposing  this  diathesis  to  have  formed  an 
anginal  part  of  his  constitution,  then  the  wholo  life 
of  the  patient,  as  herein  detailed,  may  have  been  a 
povarfal  exciting  cause  of  the  disease,  as  indeed  it 
■light  have  been  of  any  other  lesion.  When  the 
nader  discovered  the  scirrhous  heart,  he  had  an  impres- 
alon  that  few  medical  practitioners  had  ever  seen  this 
offgan  aimilarly  aifeeted ;  he  had  since  conversed  with 
Many  mtfiical  gentlemen,  and  could  not  find  that  a 
■Isrilar  ease  had  ooeurred  in  Sheffield;  but  as  the  con- 
of  the  heart  of  H.  G  would  never  have 


%aen  known  without  the  poU-mortem  examination,  so  it 
ja  evident,  sinoe  the  minority  of  dead  bodlee  are  never 
aiamlned,  that  cases  may  have  ooeurred  which  were 
iMvar  deteoted. 


Dr.  Walshe  says,  (page  368,)  « Cancer  of  the  heart* 
is  not  so  excessirely  uncommon  as  is  generally 
imagined;  six  of  8289  deaths  are  ascribed  in  the 
Paris  registers  to  this  oigaa,  a  higher  quota  than 
that  supplied  by  sevexml  structures  in  which  caneerona 
disease  is  fantiliarly  known.  I  have  had  no  great  diffi. 
cnlty  in  bringing  together  tweiity  fire  cases,  scattered 
through  various  works  and  Journals;  but  the  almost 
invariable  deficiency  of  clinical  narratives  is  deeply  to 
be  lamented."  Fourteen  of  Dr.  Walshe's  twenty-five 
eases  were  examples  of  encephaloid,  and  perhaps  only 
four  of  scirrhus.  This  point  is  not  very  clear.  At  page 
370  Dr.  Walshe  says  that  cancer  is  but  little  disposed 
to  attack  the  heart  The  systematic  works  onnnediclne 
andenrgery  are  for  the  most  part  silent  respecting  cancer 
of  the  heart,  and  neither  Dr.  Walshe  nor  Dr.  Latham 
mention  it  In  Dr.  Fletcher's  **  Elements  of  General 
Pathology,"  edited  by  Drs.  Drysdale  and  Russell, 
p.  331,  the  following  passage  occurs  t^^*  According  to* 
Meckle,  atrue  scirrhus  always  begins  In  mucous  or  seba- 
ceous follicles.  Exceptions  however,  occur,  although 
these  perhaps  are  more  frequently  merely  indurations  ^ 
however,  they  are  explicitly  stated  to  arise  in  the  heart 
by  Cmreilhier,  Ollivier,  Bayle,  and  Andral.  They 
occnr  chiefly  on  the  right  side  in  the  membrane  which 
if  continued  from  the  veins."  In  the  case  of  H.  G 
the  sdrrhns  was  developed  in  the  muscular  substance, 
and  was  unconnected  either  with  mucous  follicles,  or 
with  the  membrane  which  is  continued  from  tlie  veins, 
although  the  endocardium,  it  shoakt  have  been  stated^ 
was  raised  into  a  pooch  on  the  right  side  ot  the  heart,, 
directly  under  the  laigeet  of  the  soirrhoas  tumours.  The 
pouch  was  fiUed  with  oheesy-looking  matter. 

Dr.  Hope,  at  page  345,  oitee  cases  of  eancer  of  the 
heart  He  does  not  appear  to  hava  seen  the  disease^ 
except  one  case  of  cerebriform  cancer,  and  nothing  can 
be  more  meagre  than  his  statements  on  the  subject. 
Dr«  C.  J.  B.  WilUams,  on  **  DiseaMS  of  the  Chest," 
p.  379,  says,—*'  Malignant  disease  rarely  affeoU  the 
heart  A  few  instaneea  are  recorded  by  French 
authors.  I  have  seen  the  septum  to  a  great  extent 
oonverted  Into  a  toqgh  medullary  subtUnce,  with  a 
nodttlatad  surface,  whtoh  eeemed  to  me  of  a  carcinoma- 
tons  oharaotec  The  patient  had  died  suddenly."  Dr. 
Swalne,  In  a  note  to  his  translation  of  Hasse,  says,-» 
"I  have  myself  met  with  ulcerous  medullary  fnngnsi 
occupying  the  septum  which  divides  the  two  auricles, 
and  discharging  into  the  left  auricle."  According  to 
Booilland,  M.  Carcasonno  (Mem.  de  la  Society  Roy ala 
de  M^decine,  1777  to  1778,)  was  the  first  to  describe 
cancer  of  the  heart,  though  there  is  a  case  described  in 
the  same  work  for  the  preceding  year,  (1776.)  .  One  of 
these  is  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Hope;  but  Bouillaud,  without 
assigning  reason,  is  inclined^to  doubt  their  accuracy. 
Becamier,  RoUier,  Crareilhier,  Ferras,  Andral,  Bayle, 
Trelah,  Velpeau,  Laennec,  Ollivier,  Billsrd,  Bouillaud, 
and  Bertin,  have  all  described  cancer  of  the  heart  la 
Yelpeau's  ease  the  heart  contained  a  dozen  cancerous 
masses  of  different  sixes,  the  largest  not  exceeding  the 
size  of  a  pigeon's  egg.  Billard's  patient  was  only 
three  days  old.  The  case  is  given  In  his  work  on  new- 
born Infaott.    Only  two  cases  ocear  la  Dr.  HodgUn'a- 
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^CaUdogiM  of  Gqj's  Hospital  Mateiiiii,*(lS29.)  In 
ihe  new  oatalogne  of  the  St  Beitholomew*!  Hoepital 
museiini,  there  era  three  eateeof  medvUaiy  ceneer  of  the 
heart,  two  of  melanosit,  anil  none  of  seinhve.  The 
Ltmeei  for  Norember  diet,  IS46,  eontalna  the  report 
of  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  end  Chimrgleal 
Society,  held  Norember  "lOth.  At  this  meeting  tiro 
remarkable  caeei  of  encephalold  diMaie  of  the  heart 
were  detailed  at  length  by  Mr.  Preicot  Hewett.  In  one 
of  these  eases,  the  tomonr  proceeding  from  the  appendix 
filled  the  right  aaricle,  and  extended  into  the  rentrlcle. 
In  the  other  case,  the  anrfcalar  sarfaoe  of  the  mitral 
ralve  was  eztensirely  coTered  by  a  soft  deposit,  which, 
examined  by  the  microscope,  preeented  some  large 
nucleated,  bat  no  candata,  oells.  This  patient,  a 
female,  fifty.nine  years  of  age,  was  admitted  for  en- 
cephaloid  of  the  breast,  which  was  not  remoTcd ;  the 
other,  tor  encephaloid  of  the  foot,  (resembling  the 
disease  of  the  heart,)  for  which  his  leg  was  amputated. 

It  appears  probable  that  cancer  nerer  primarily  affecto 
the  heart;  at  all  evento,  the  disease  is  Tcry  seldom 
limited  to  that  organ.  Dr.  Walshe  has  collected  only 
two  cases  of  solitary  cancer  of  the  heart,  and  he  thinks 
that  one  of  them  is  open  to  objection.  It  may  occnr 
in  association  with  cancer  of  any  other  part  Hasse 
(Pathological  Anatomy,  p.  107,  by  SwaineJ  has  this 
passage:— ''A  few  scattered  examples  of  mednllary 
tumours,  found  growing  with  a  pedicle  from  the  Inner 
surface  of  the  heart,  without  any  co-existing  trace  of 
disease  elsewhere,  shows  that  that  organ  may  be  the 
primary  seat  of  the  morbid  doTelopment" 

Mr.  Law,  in  conclasion,  acknowledged  his  oblige* 
tioQS  to  Mr.  Orerend,  who  had  given  him  the  oppor. 
tnnlty  of  bringing  the  case  before  tbt  Society.  In  the 
discussion  which  ensued,  Mr.  Nicholson  stated,  that 
when  a  pupil,  he  saw  in  the  hospital  practice  of  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  a  scirrhous  heart,  taken  from  the  body  of 
a  fomale,  both  of  whose  breasto  and  one  of  the  eyes  had 
been  remored  for  scirrhus.  Sir  Astley  had  no  doubt 
about  the  scirrhous  character  of  the  heart-disease. 
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Jannary  4th. 

PHTHISIS. 

At  this  meeting,  M.  Bureaud  Rlofrey  read  a  paper 
on  the  treatment  of  phthisis  by  exercising  the  lungs,  and 
the  exhibition  of  fatty  substances.  His  argumento  are 
founded  upon  the  extraneous  nature  of  tubercle, 
and  the  antagonistic  characters  of  fat  The  regulated 
exercise  of  the  breathing  Is  supposed  by  him  to  be 
capable  of  favouring  the  expulsion  of  the  foreign 
matter. 

Three  other  memoirs  on  comparative  physiology,  of 
insignificant  interest,  were  also  presented. 

January  11th. 

NIRTBS  OP  THB  FBEITOMBVIC. 

This  evening  was  oeonpled  by  the  reading  of  a  letter 
horn  M.  yraUk  with  the  description  of  the  nenrea  of 
^M  peritoneom  of  the  whale,  Ihe  tendency  of  wUoh  is 
nalnly  to  Mpport  the  vietrsof  M.  Bonrgeiy  respooting 


the  distribnlion  of  Berreiii  flUaieata  to  the  hmuui 

peritonciuB. 

Janoaiy  ISth. 

FCHCTIOHl  or  THB  mOKOOASTBIC  HBBTBS. 

M.  Sandras  read  a  memoir,  the  Joint  laboar  of  faimtalf 
and  M.  Boaehardat,  the  otijeet  of  which  was  to 
determine  the  importance  of  the  pneumogastrte  nerree 
in  the  process  of  digestion.  With  this  view  they 
instituted  a  series  of  researches  to  ascertain  :— 

1.  The  manner  of  dying  in  animals  in  whom  the 
pneumogastric  nerves  have  l>een  divided. 

2.  The  fnnedon  of  these  nerves  in  digestton. 

3.  Their  fiinction  as  regards  the  productios  and 
abcorption  of  chyle. 

4.  Their  function  in  reference  to  the  digestion  of 
fecula. 

As  a  secondary  point  they  wished  to  determine 
whether,  and  how,  the  divided  nerves  are  capable  of 
uniting.  Their  experimento  are  arranged  in  two  series, 
one  having  reference  to  the  phenomenon  attendant  upon 
the  entire  section  of  the  nerves ;  the  .second  taking 
account  of  the  resulta  of  sncoesslve  divisions  of  tho 
nerves.  The  simultaneous  section  of  both  nerves  givea 
rise  to  phenomena  which  establish  the  following  facto :— i 

1.  Rabbits  and  doffs  do  not  die  Immediately  when  « 
piece  of  the  nerve  oT twenty  millimeters  in  length  ia 
removed  opposite  the  cricoid  cartilage.  -These  animals 
may  survive  several  days  without  great  distress. 

2.  In  animals  thus  operated  upon  the  food  passes  tho 
cardia  in  small  quantity  or  not  at  all. 

3h  In  dogs,  although  digestion  has  commenced,  it 
is  arrested  by  division  of  the  nerves. 

4.  The  digestion  of  amylaceous  matters  in  the 
intestines  Is  not  materially  interfered  with. 

5.  These  nerves  are  essentially  motor. 

The  second  class  of  experimento  proves  :— 
\,  That  dogs  survive  four  or  six  days  after  the 
section  of  the  second  nerve,  and  sixteen  or  seventeen 
after  that  of  the  first,  when  the  two  nerves  are  divided  at 
different  times. 

2.  That  animals  thus  treated  eat  with  avidity,  but 
do  not  exhibit  an  unintelligent  voracity.  They  cease 
to  feed  as  soon  as  the  (esophagus  becomes  distended. 

To  reoapltulate^  the  authors  consider  that  they  have 
estahliabed  that  the  minmnenU  of  th§  stomach  and 
digeition  are  interrupted  by  the  simnltaneoas  section  of 
both  nerves  in  the  neck ;  and  that  inUsiinal  digtition 
continues  in  spite  of  this  division 

A  letter  on  the  existence  of  creatine  in  the  organism 
was  read  by  M.  Liebig. 

BULPHUaiC  JBTHEB. 

The  priority  of  the  discovery  of  the  effecta  of  sul. 
phuric  SBther  was  claimed  by  M.  Dncros* 

In  answer  to  a  question  relative  to  the  effect  of  tho 
inhalation  of  sther  open  the  progress  of  cases  operated 
upon,  M.  Velpean  said  that  he  had  not  heard  of  aa  j 
serious  aoddent ;  he  had  once  known  some  headacho 
remain  for  a  period  of  twenty*foor  hours.  Seveful 
members  related  their  failures  to  produce  inseosibUity 
a  fact  xeadily  accounted  for  by  the  elomsy  appaiataB 
they  had  made  use  of. 
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AVATOMY  OV  TBB  FBEnONBIJM. 

M .  Pappeahefm  referred  to  the  oommaaication  of 
M.  Vrolik  AboTe-mentioned,  and  alluded  to  eome 
naearehee  of  hie  own  on  the  eame  enbjeot  He  eteCad 
thai  nany  of  the  fibree  Bappoeed  1o  be  aerroae,  were 
In  reality  partly  elaelie  aad  partly  oelliUar  tieeve, 

Janoarj  25ch. 

«SA     SICXMBflS. 

3f .  Fellarin  read  a  nemoir  on  thf  e  tabjeot,  in  which 
lie  endeaToars  to  ezpoee  the  error  of  the  two  meet 
generaUy  received  opinione  of  thie  dietreeeing  eickneee, 
▼iz,  that  it  is  doe  to  eongeetion  of  the  brain;  and  the 
other  opinion,  that  it  is  produced  by  agitation  of  the 
abdominal  liecera.  The  author  attribntee  the  malady 
to  the  distnrbance  of  the  circulation  induced  by  the 
Taried  moremente  of  the  veeeel.  This  disturbance,  eo 
fax  from  producing  congestion  of  the  brain,  is  coi# 
aidaved  by  the  asthor  to  deprire  ic  of  the  quantity 
anflcient  for  the  due  Bainlenance  of  ite  (tinctione. 
Scft  sfchsees,  therefore,  according  to  M.  Pellarin, 
depende  upon  an«mia  of  the  brain.  It  is  oombatted 
by  stinmla&te,  and-  the  aToidance  as  much  as  possible 
of  tbe  agitatioa  of  the  reeeeL 

*  iBTBXK-IIIBALATION. 

If.  Gerdy  detailed  hie  own  eensatioBS  when  under 
the  effects  of  nther.  At  firet  he  was  annoyed  by  a 
•enee  of  heat  in  the  larynx  and  by  coughing,  but  per. 
aererance  ehortly  orercame  those  effects,  and  he  then 
perceived  a  kind  of  stupefaction,  which  extended  orer 
the  entire  frame.  .  This  was  accompanied  by  an 
agreeable  tingling,  and  a  sense  of  warmth,  with  a 
'Vibration,  such  as  is  communicated  by  the  touch  of 
a  body  in  a  state  of  vibration.  Hie  sight  was  but 
little  affected,  but  the  hearing  was  more  interfered 
with.  From  the  farther  account  of  his  sensations,  it 
would  appear  that  he  did  not  induce  entire  insensibility. 

M.  Yelpeau,  in  detailing  his  farther  experience, 
etated  that  he  regarded  the  inhalation  ae  a  diMovery 
of  the  highest  importance. 

M .  Robin  preeented  a  memoir  coneeming  the  mode 
or  action  axercieed  by  thoee  eubetaneee  during  life, 
whldi  after  death  preeerve  the  body  from  pntrefbctioB. 

February  1st 

iBTBBB.IN  B  ALITION. 

If .  Telpeau  detailed  a  case  of  fracture  of  the  thigh, 
fbe  reduction  of  which  was  readily  affected  under 
ethereal  ineentibility.  He  also  related  several  eaceese- 
fttl  easee,  including  removal  of  tumoure,  amputa- 
tions,  &«. 

M.  Magendie  could  not  partake  of  the  enthusiasm  in 
reference  to  other,  and  in  a  long  speech  endeavoured 
to  alarm  his  hearers  by  the  reports  of  the  evils  which 
might  ensue.  He  ended  by  designating  the  process 
not  only  ae  dangerous,  but  immoral.  His  objections 
were  jtutly  regarded  aa  absord. 

•If.  LaUemand  enquired  whether  it  wae  not  a  fact 
that  the  aether-inhalation  deetroyed  for  the  time  the 
ccttCiactiUty  of  the  muscles ;  if  so,  it  might  lead  to 
mBch  iaooBf  anieBce  in  certain  operatlone,  the  enocees 
of  lihieli  depended  apon  ngnlar  and  dtAaita  coBtnctlCki 
of  the  auclee  after  indeion. 
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January  5th,  1847. 

OPXRATIONS    TOR  STONE. 

After  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society  had  been 
transacted,  M.  Roux*  read  a  report  on  tvo  memoirs 
submitted  to  the  academy  on  the  subject  of  the  opera- 
tions  for  stone.  Of  these  the  memoir  of  M.  Henry 
consisted  of  the  detail  of  a  case  in  which  the  bilateral 
operation  bad  been  performed  on  a  man  aged  35,  the 
nucleus  of  the  stone  (which  was  of  an  immense  size,) 
being  a  shoemaker's  awl.  The  other  from  M.  Renaud, 
contains  the  narrative  of  four  successful  cases  of 
lithotomy  in.  children  from  four  to  ten  years,  and  of 
a  case  of  lithotrity  in  an  adult. 

In  bis  report  on  these  memoirs,  M.  Roux  took 
occasion  to  remark  on  the  great  preponderance  of  stone 
cases  among  the  lower  orders,  and  the  general  eucceea 
of  lithotomy  in  children.  He  then  drew  a  comparison 
of  the  advantages  of  the  operations  of  lithotomy  and> 
lithotrity,  deciding  in  accordance  with  general  opinion- 
that  lithotomy  is  preferable  in  early  age.  He  likewise 
considers  that  it  is  in  exceptional  cases  only  that 
lithotrity  is  to  be  preferred  even  in  the  adult. 

M.  Yelpeau  also  expressed  some  doubte  as  to  the 
presumed  superiority  of  lithotrity,  in  consequence  of* 
which  it  «as  proposed  by  M.  Amussat,  that  the  question . 
chonld  be  formally  discussed  at  a  future  meeting. 

January  12th. 

JBTBBR-lNHALATIOir. 

On  this  evening  was  introduced  the  interesting 
subject  cf  the  inhalation  of  esther  in  enrgical  opera- 
tions.  M.  Melgaigne  first  related  several  successful' 
casee,  and  described  the  apparatus  employed,  but  at  the 
present  time,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  are 
of  sufficient  importaaee  to  be  repeated. 

M.  Vdpean,  at  thie  time  being  nnaoqaainted  with 
the  eifeota  of  aether,  had  been  afraid  to  give  it  a  trial. 

M.  Onibonrt  and  othere  teeUfied  to  the  innocuity  of 
the  agent 

THBOBT  or  IHTBmMITTBNTa. 

M.  IHony  again  occnpied  the  Society  with  hietheoiy 
of  intermittent  fever,  which  he  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing aphorietio  terme  :•*- 

1.  A  cooeplete  aoceeeion  of  fever,— chillineee^  heat 
and  eweftting,— ie  a  neuropathio  action  commenciDg  ia 
the  abdominal  and  thoracic  plexue  of  nervee^  and 
eepecially  in  (he  portione  belonging  to  the  spleen, 
liver,  and  genital  organe,  Thie  uervoue  actios  extende 
to  successive  pointc  in  the  cerebro-epinal  system ;  it 
CTentually  reaches  the  peripheral  nervee  and  givee 
rise  to  rigor. 

2.  Periodic  attacks  which  are  few  in  number,  may 
originate  in  the  renal  or  the  ovarian  plexus,  the  neuro-  - 
patby  thence  extending  to  the  splenic  plexus  and 
nerves. 

3.  Quotidian,  tertiaUi  and  other  periodic  forms  origin, 
ate  in  a  neuropathy  of  the  splenic  plexus. 

4.  The  cause  of  this  neuropathy  lies  in  varioui  leeione 
of  the  epleen,  ae  congestion,  inflammation,  hypertrophy^  . 
&e.y  chiefly  in  the  flrst  of  these. 
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6,  llie  aplanio  aiSMtlon  itdae  to  nuvdly  aghfclrtiom. 

6.  TImm  ezhalfttfimt  act  primailly  on  the  Uoody  to 
which  they  aet  as  a  dinot  poiton. 

7.  The  primaiy  action  of  thia  deteriorated  hlood  Se 
«pon  the  apleen,  in  which  it  prodocea  engorgeaent 
and  hypertrophy ;  thence  the  nerrouB  affsetion. 

8.  This  affection  of  the  spleen  in  its  tarn  affeota  the 
eonttitntion  of  the  blood,  the  degeneration  of  whieh  Is 
-seen  in  the  pallor  of  the  skio»  general  dehility^  &e. 

To  this  theory  M.  Sochooz  adranoed  two  olgee- 
tions : — 

1.  The  intermittent  fever  precedes  the  lesl<m  of  the 
spleen. 

3.  The  fever  ceases^  though  the  spleen  retaiaa  its 
Tolome 

M.  Booillaad  also  attacked  the  theory,  and  cogs- 
-menced  by  observing,  that,  if  troe»  it  was  not  original, 
as  the  same  view  had  previoosly  been  taken  by  JI* 
Audonard.  He  farther  stated  that  he  had  atadiooaly 
examined  the  sute  of  the  spleen  in  350  cases  of  agae, 
but  that  he  found  no  grounds  for  sapporting  the  theory 
of  MT.  Fiorry)  but  on  the  contrary,  that  he  had  seen 
numeroos  cases  in  which  the  fever  had  preceded  the 
•splenic  engorgement,  as  well  as  many  others  in  whieh 
'the  engorgement  had  remained  long  after  the  periodic 
attacks  had  subsided.  M.  Boaillaod  conaiders  ration- 
ally, that  the  engorgement  is  the  result  of  the  paroxyans* 
and  not  the  cause. 

January  19th. 

AAer  the  reading  of  some  uninteresting  commaniea- 
tions  on  the  subject  of  0ther  inhalation,  the  diaenssion 
on  intermittent  fever  was  resumed  by  M.  CasteL 

January  a6tb. 
This  sitting  was  occupied  with  detalla  of  individual 
>  experience  with  the  vapoor  of  sether,  none  of  which 
tiowever  ore  ot  soficient  Interest  to  be  repeated. 

February  Sod. 
jBTaBm«xNBAUiTnMr. 
The  President  aanooaeed  that  a  oommlsrion  of 
'  enquiry  had  been  set  on  foot  to  make  deftnsto  in* 
veatigations  respecting  the  effscts  of   the   mthereal 
inhalation. 
H.  Honors  related  a  ease  of  neuralgia  cured  by  it 
M.  Jobert  mentioned  several  socoeesful  oasea,  and 
alluded  also  to  one  in  which  insensibility  remained 
for  several  hours.    He  stated  that  he  did  not  consider 
it  suited  to  long  operations,  but  that  it  is  perfectly 
applicable  to  those   which  can  be  performed  with 
rapidity. 

M.  Blandin  conaiders  that  patients  under  ather  did  ^ 
in  reality  tbel,  but  forgot  their  sensations. 

M.  Bonvier  narrated  a  caae  of  puerperal  maalay  In 
•which  he  had  exhibited  the  »ther  vapour;  it  had  no 
•  beneficial  effect,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  pr^udicial. 

In  a  case  of  painters*  colic  it  was  completely  successital 

an  relieving  the  pain. 


OPERATIONS   PERFORMED   UNDER   THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  ^fTUER. 

TO  THE  SDITOK  OF  THS  PEOTIKOIAL  MSDICAL  AWV 

•UKOIOAL  JOURNAL. 
Sift, 

Not  hafing  obaerred  In  the  Seeieiy's  Jounai  any 
npeet  of  cans  Ulnstfitive  of  the  benefleial  effect  of  the 
iohalatlon  of  the  vapour  of  mther  during  snrgieal  opera- 
tions tnm  this  neighhoathood,  I  send  yon  the  two 
follMPlog  eases,  which'  aiw  only  talnable  u  eonflrming 
theae  alnady  staled  by  ¥b»  nfgeooi. 

I  an.  Sir, 

Years  obedieotly, 
WILLIAM  JOSEPH  LUNN,  M.D., 

Surgeon. 
HuU,  Match  13,  1847. 


#  Casx  I, 

Eliia  Spink%  aged  32,  a  strong  ceontiy  wemao,  Horn 
whom  I  removed  a  large  adipose  tumour  from  the  dor- 
sum of  the  eeapula.  With  the  kind  anistance  of  my 
friends  my  patient  was  brought  under  the  inioxicaliaf 
iaflnenee  of  themiher  in  three  minutes.  The  entire  ope- 
ration lasted  ten  miontes,  durlog  which  the  only  feeUag 
at  all  assimilating  pain  was  a  sensation  of  cold  dropa  of 
water  falling  on  the  sboalder,  which  caused  her  tp 
shrink ;  this  wss  probably  at  the  time  of  the  first  incisioB, 
which  wss  six  inches  in  length.  On  being  asked  when 
iaid  down  if  the  operation  was  over,  she  replied  *  she 
did  not  know,"  and  has  many  times  since  declsred  that 
she  suffered  no  psin,  and  was  dreaming  s  pleasant  dream. 
Little  or  no  fever  followed,  nor  was  there  any  headache, 
which  might  have  been  expected,  as  she  is  subject  to  it 
In  ten  days  my  patient  returned  into  the  country,  and  is 
now  nearly  well. 

casi  n. 

John  Snee,  a  healthy  boy,  aged  18,  with  an  ioereaaine 
exostosis  of  the  metacarpal  l)ooe  of  the  tittle  finger,  the 
sbe  of  a  hen's  egg,  caused  by  a  cnidi  in  a  coal  pit  three 
years  ago.  The  pressure  of  the  honj  growth  upon  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  ring-finger,  whieh  had  also  baeiL 
injured  by  the  aeddent,  hu  eansed  absorptioa  of  most  of 
that  bone,  consequently  a  careful  dissection  waa  requtsiia 
to  nve  the  finger.  The  entiie  removal  occupied  twelve 
■liaotn;  and  the  operation  was  completed,  the  arm  in  a 
aling  in  twenty.  During  the  whole  o(  this  time  the  patient 
wu  perfectly  insensible,  except  on  making  the  first  incision, 
which  was  probably  owing  to  my  commencing  a  few 
seconds  too  soon,  before  the  complete  effect  of  the  mlher 
wss  produced,  but  this  felt  merely  like  a  scratch.  Tho 
preparatory  iobslation  occupied  eight  minutes.  During 
the  whole  time  the  boy  dreamed  that  he  wss  in  Heaven, 
and  did  not  return  to  consciousness  until  about  a  minute 
or  so  after  the  operation  was  finished,  which  he  did 
tvithout  any  unpleasant  effect,  although  he  breathed 
the  ether  more  or  leu  for  fiill  half  an  hour. 

lo  the  above  eana  the  InhaUtioB  produced  little  or 
none  of  the  ghutly  distrsasing  eoanteuanee  or  aenee  of  snf- 
foeation  as  stated  often  to  oeeor ;  thia  I  attribute  to  the 
patienlfa  bfaathlQg  threogh  the  apparatus  merely  alnoa- 
pherie  air  ffsr  the  fint  odnnte  or  ao  ontU  aocnitone^  te 
the  ptncan,  and  then^gfadaal^  adnitttof  the 
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Hi*  naraotie  cfltet  wit  kept  np  in  Iht  tnk  ctm  by  neiily 
twin  feptfttiig  tht  ttthakitoB  for  tlifM  or  lb«r  impira- 
imi ;  ind  in  tht  latttr  bjr  koepini^  tlie  WNtth-pleee  ooo- 
ttsntly  applied,  and  letting  in  more  or  Icm  atmoapherie 
air  u  wai  thought  reqoiatte.  The  pnlee  in  theie  patieols 
Tarled  in  m  singnlar  maooer:  in  tbe  woman  it  scareelj 
exceeded  80,  and  in  the  boy  it  rose  at  on*  time  to  160, 
bnt  dropped  to  100  at  the  eloie  of  the  operation.  In 
neitber  did  the  nlher  prednee  the  iligbleit  injoriooi 
cflbet,  or  in  any  degree  retard  the  healing  proeeeik  It 
mnj  bo  well  to  oMntioo,  that  in  the  fsMale  there  dad 
appear  for  a  diort  tine  ao  nraeh  Mhamtion  ae  to  iadaee 
na  to  give  a  little  brandy  and  waler»  hot  in  the  boy  no 
indi  ilxBMilant  wae  neeenary,    la  neither  wu  there  any 


In  this  town,  as  fiw  as  I  hare  heard,  the  elher  has  not 
been  nnich  need,  except  in  tooth-dimwing,  bnt  in  the  few 
cases  where  it  has,  I  betiefe  no  iujniions  eonseqaenees 
have  occurred. 


ABSTRACTION  OF  BLOOD  IN  THE  NARCOT. 
ISM  FROM  iBTHER-TNHALATION. 

to  tbs  bditob  of  the  pbovikcial  msdlcikl  amd 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 
I  beg  to  suggest  Id  the  erent  of  a  case  of  narcotism 
J^om  the  inhalation  of  ether,  where  the  system  seems 
uiable  to  rally  from  its  effects,  whether  the  early 
abstractioD  of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  is  not  more  likely 
toprodncere-action  than  the  administering  of  stimulants 
at  a  later  period.  Mr.  Nonn's  case  in  the  Journal  of 
the  10th  instant,  discloses  the  fatal  effects  of  sther  in 
a  person  comparatively  of  a  sound  constitution ;  its 
continued  use  for  some  minutes  to  mitigate  the  sufferings 
of  the  patient  in  a  severe  operation,  was  followed  by 
symptoms  of  compression  of  the  brain,  verified  by  the 
potUmtortem  appearances  in  the  stage  of  collapse. 
Brandy  and  ammonia  were  given,  and  failed,  to  arrest 
the  fatal  progress.  It  appears  to  m#  probable,  where 
stupor  continues  an  unreasonable  time,  accompanied 
with  stertorous  breathing,  and  it  is  to  be  supposed  a 
elate  of  the  pulse  and  pupil  of  the  eye,  significant  of 
congestion  of  the  brain,  depletion  in  accordance  with 
the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  is  more  likely  to  be 
effective;  and  the  case  justifies  this  question,— whether 
there  is  not  greater  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  all 
cnees  in  which  nther  for  any  time  haa  been  given, 
attended  with  little  or  no  loss  of  blood  to  the  system  ! 
I  iMve  not  tried  the  srther  In  any  oaae  aa  yet,  and  feel 
sjseU  open  to  a  rebuke  In  oAsrhGig  observations 
muopported  by  facts  to  yonr  readersy  bnt  as  the 
Mggeetloii  is  a  oompaiisonof  the  eibcte  of  Oils  poison 
with  other  atimnlants,  there  appeara  no  reason  why 
lihn  bint  ahonld  not  be  given  to  arrest  in  others  if 
pneeible  fhe  ihtal  coneeqnepoee  from  9o  oeefbl  and 
pewerfbl  an  agent. 

I  M,  Sir, 

Yov  obediefit  Serraalf 

J*  B.  BfiCXUiaaAIiB. 
Nevyoity  lato  of  WiiM»  M«>«1^  IMk 


iETHER-INHALATION. 

TO  TBI  niTOB  OP  TBS  FROTIBOIAL   MBDICAL  Air» 

aURfiXOAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

Since  the  introdoetion  of  ntherization  into  this  countiy, 
I  have  employed  it  in  eight  cases  requiring  surgical 
operation,  five  of  which  were  followed  with  the  most 
satisfactory  resnlt.  In  the  other  three,  some  difficulty 
wu  experienced  in  the  proceis  of  inhalation,  in  a  great 
degree  owing  to  the  timidity  of  the  patients,  and  only 
a  partial  effiKt  accrued.  The  time  required  to  produce 
the  narcotfe  inflnenee,  varied  tmm  three  to  eight  minutes. 
Females  apparently  were  aore  rapidly  and  completely 
naieotteed  tlian  naies^  and  eontinned  in  a  state  of  insen- 
sibility a  longer  period  of  time.  Return  to  consciousness 
in  all  three  of  the  fonales  subjected  to  its  influence  waa 
attended  with  hysteria,  iimulatiog  the  effects  of  stimulus, 
which  luted,  however,  bnt  a  few  minutes.  Five  of  the 
abore  casee  were  loflrmary  patients,  the  remsining  three 
private.  In  nottl  did  any  alarming  symptoms  follow,, 
notwithstanding  the  etperience  of  some  practitioner* 
hu  iMen  addneed  to  the  contrary.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to 
record  my  testimony  in  support  of  the  safety  of  eihec 
inhalatioo,  and  regard  it  u  a  means  emminently  cslculated 
to  alleviate  human  suffisring,  in  cues  requiring  surgical 
operations. 

Hie  apparatus  found  most  euy  of  application,  and 
prudndng  the  speediest  effect,  wu  simply  a  Urge  bradder, 
fornlshed  with  an  ivory  tube  for  the  mouth,  and  cushion 
for  covering  the  lips ;  it  wu  much  to  be  preferred  to  one 
previously  used  of  a  more  costly  nature,  and  far  more 
complicated  in  its  construction,  which  consisted  of  a  glsss 
chainber  and  a  flexible  tobe. 

I  remain.  Sir,  your  obedient  servsnt, 

W.  C.  WORTHINGTON,  F.R.C.S.. 
Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Lowestoft  Infirmary. 

Lowestoft,  March  1, 1847. 


&tmtM  iUtro0imt 


ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

HBMBRAHA  nSCinUA. 

The  account  which  Dr.  Sharpey  gave  of  the  forma- 
tion and  structure  of  the  membrana  decidoa  in  tho 
uterus  of  the  bitch,  and  which  he  inferred  might  apply 
to  ttiis  membrane  in  the  case  of  the  human  female,  as 
also  of  all  viviparous  animals,  hu  been  amply  con- 
finned  by  Bisohofl'.  Having  had  the  opportunity  of 
examining  the  uterus  of  a  woman  supposed  to  have 
been  impregnated  about  three  weeks  bofore  death,  he 
WM  enabled  to  demonstrate  quite  utisfactorily,  that,  aa 
I>r.  Shaipey  had  auggeated,  the  membrana  deddua  in 
the  huMB  female,  aa  in  the  biteh,ls  merely  the  ordinary 
oHnoBa  ueMbewaeof  thenterue,  considerably  developed, 
and  that  U  eoBilaU  eeuntially  of  enlnged  uterine 
MIkiee  aai  fhrtr  blood-veeula,  togedier  with  aa 
nausunlly  laige  fua&tlty  of  aeoretlon  wUch  theae 
IbUidM  have  pewed  ont.  The  internal  surliMe  of  the 
vteraa  pieewHed  an  appennnee  quite  different  to  its 
oidbMiy  one^  belag  finely  viUona;  end  thia  was 
I  aspeelally  eridiBl OB  placips  UIb  Wftt«r»  or  exiniDiQs 
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perpendieolar  tecUoiu  of  it.  The  •wrfttce  itself,  when 
looked  apon  from  al>OTe,  appeared  at  it  perforated 
by  a  oQinber  of  Bmall  aperturet,  or  eorered  wtih 
namerous  white  pointa,  and  these,  when  examined  by 
the  microsoopey  were  found  to  be  the  openings  of 
cylindrioal  glandales.  These  glandales,  or  follicles,  were 
from  one  and  a  half  to  two  Paris  lines  in  length,were  held 
together  by  a  transparent  material,  and  terminated  each 
by  a  blind  extremity,  which  rested  on  the  fibroos  tissue 
of  the  uterus.  They  ran  a  somewhat  wavy  course,  but 
atverbroBehed  oranaatonoaed.  Previous  to  impreg- 
BAtiott  it  seems  to  be  exceedingly  diffieult  to  discover 
these  glands  in  the  mnoosa  membrane  of  the  nteros. 
Probably  they  then  exist  in  a  very  undeveloped  atate, 
bnt  immediately  on  the  occurrence  of  conception 
inerease  rapidly,  and  exude  an  abundant  secretion. 
Of  these  glands  and  their  secretion  (together  with 
blood-vessels,)  the  membrana  decidua  and  later  on  the 
placenta  essentially  consist  The  statement  that  a 
membrana  decidua  exists  in  the  FaRopian  tube,  as  well  * 
as  in  the  uterus,  in  case*  ot  Fallopian  impregnation, 
Bischoff  combats,  by  observing  that  so  far  as  has  yet 
been  seen,  the  lining  membrane  of  the  Fallopian  tube 
eontains  no  glands  by  which  the  formation  of  a  strue- 
lure  corresponding  to  an  ordinary  membrana  deeidua 
conld  be  effected.  A  similar  view  to  the  above,  in 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  membrana  deotdoa,  has 
been  advocated  also  by  M.  Conrlz^  who  considers  this 
atrnoture  to  be  merely  a  somewhat  altered  condition 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus. 

A  description  of  the  mucous  or  lining  membrane  of 
the  uterus,  in  the  nnimpregnated  state,  has  been 
furnished  by  M.  Deschamps.  He  states  that  this 
membrane,  when  carefully  dissected  off,  appears 
as  a  whitish,  very  delicate,  and  friable  atmeture ;  it 
.la  continuous  above  with  the  membrane  lining  the 
Fallopian  tubes,  and  below,  at  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
it  is  united  with  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  vagina. 
He  mentions  also,  that  with  a  lens  he  has  distinctly 
observed  the  free  surface  of  the  membrane  to  be  finely 
villous,  owing  to  the  number  of  minute  follicular  glands 
with  which  it  is  beset ;  from  the  orifices  of  these  he 
observed  a  viscid  fluid  to  exude  on  pressure.  This 
fluid,  with  which  the  interior  of  the  uterus  is  moistened, 
possesses  all  the  ordinary  characters  of  mucus.— Z>r. 
KifkeU  Report  on  Anatomy,  Sfc,  in  2>r.  Sanking^ 
Half  Yearly  Abstract,  Vol.  IV. 

PATHOLOGICAL    CHEMISTRY. 

COHDITION   07  THE   BLOOD  AFTB&   DBATR  ntOM 

ST&AKOULATIOir. 

M.  Cicerone  having  observed  that  after  death  from 
asphyxia  the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the  blood  is  dimin. 
isbed,  and  Ihat  after  the  respiratory  movementa  have 
ceased  circulation  of  the  blood  still  contimieB  for 
some  time,  was  led  to  infer,  that  in  thoae  caaea  in 
which  respiration  is  stopped  by  the  applicaflDn  of  a 
cord  round  the  neck,  and  in  which  also  the  fetam  of 
blood  from  the  Jugular  veina  ta  Use  heart  la  at  the 
same  time  prevented,  the  cliWilatfcMi  of  blood  tbroo(^ 
all  other  parts  of  the  body  bdow  the  cord  beiBg  in  the 
meanwhile  contlnned,  and  the  eonvarslip  of  arterial 
Into  venous  blood  eonthitting  (tbongh  InpeflBcllyy)  to 


Uke  place,  the  blood  accumulated  in  the  jugular  veins 
would  be  in  its  natural  condition,  whilst  that  in  all 
other  veins  below  the  constricted  part  of  the  neck 
would  have  suffered  a  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
its  fibrin.  If  such  was  the  case,  it  would  be  aa 
important  fact  in  relation  to  medical  jorispmdenoa, 
inasmuch  as  this  difference  between  the  character  of 
the  blood  examined  from  the  jugular  veins  and  that 
from  the  rest  of  the  body,  would  not  be  observed  in 
thoae  cases  in  which  a  cord  bad  been  tied  around  tbe 
neck  of  a  person  already  dead.  M.  Cappa  has  recently 
undertaken  some  reaeavphes  on  the  satrject.  In  tea 
hena  which  be  atranglad,  death  was  caused  six  timea 
by  asphyxia  and  apoplexy  conjoint^,  and  twice  by 
asphyxia  alone,  and  twice  by  apoplexy  alone.  In 
the  two  last  caaes  the  corpuscles  of  the  blood  in 
the  veins  above  the  constricted  part  of  the  neck, 
were  found  beneath  the  microscope  to  be  distended, 
most  of  them  deprived  of  their  nuclei,  others  elongatid, 
and  others  more  or  lesa  broken  up;  whilst  the 
corpuscles  of  the  blood  from  other  parts  of  the 
body  had  their  natural  appearance.  But,  in  the  two 
cases  in  which  death  resulted  from  asphyxia  alone, 
the  above.mentioned  alterations  in  the  corpuscles 
ocenrred  in  the  blood  of  parts  below  the  seat  of  con. 
strioUott;  and  in  the  six  cases  in  which  death  was 
prodooed  by  asphyxia  and  apoplexy  conjointly,  the 
same  alteration  of  the  corpuscles  was  observed  alike 
in  all  parts  of  the  body.  The  test  proposed  by  IC. 
Cicerone  would  therefore,  according  to  M.  Cappa's 
Recount,  only  be  available  in  the  cases  where  death 
was  caused  by  apoplexy,  and  not  in  those  cases  in 
which  death  from  strangulation  is  produced  by  apoplexy 
and  asphyxia  conjointly,  and  which  are  most  frequent. 
M.  Cappa,  Moreover,  has  found  that  the  blood  in  the 
jugular  veins  above  the  ligature  is  thicker,  and  con. 
tains  a  larger  proportion  of  fibrin,  (as  M.  Cicerone 
inferred,)  in  death  from  apoplexy  alone;  whilst  in 
death  caused  by  asphyxia  alone,  an  opposite  condition 
was  observed.  This  test,  as  well  as  the  other,  will 
therefore  fail  to  be  of  service  in  those  cases  (the  large 
majority,)  where  death  is  due  to  the  combined  inflaencea 
of  asphyxia  and  apoplexy.— If «42laii  Gazette,  I>ec. 
1 1, 1846.,  from  HeUet^e  Archiv.  Heft,  2, 1846. 

NATURE   OF  DIABBTES. 

M.  Bouchardat  has  published  another  memofar  on 
this  obscure  disease,  of  which  the  fbllowing  ii  a 
summary  :— 

1 .  Diabetes  consists  essentially  in  a  pervanslon  of  tha 
digestion  of  fecnleot  snbstancra.  These  artiolaa  of 
food  instead  of  being  dissolved  in  the  intestinea  Mj 
means  of  the  panereatic  Juiee,as  in  health,  are  dissolved 
in  the  atomsofa,  giving  rise  to  the  formation  of 
diastase. 

%  The*theery  of  the  neutrality  or  alkaUnity  of  tho 
blood  in  this  disease  is  erroneous,  and  the  coptinnaaoo 
of  food  containin);  fecula  together  with  the  adminiatm- 
tlon  of  sodsj  ia  hasardooa. 

3.  It  Is  imposdble,  for  varioua  roaaons,  to  aooomplish. 
more  than  teSfNirarf  amendment  in  hospitala«.bat 
if  we  meet  with  n  patient  whom  we  can  treat  at  homo, 
•Uffomdad  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life  both  hygieitio 
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Mai.^tMiCf  w«  maj  In  mu^  oaMs  aooomplitb  *  oom- 
fltte  envBy  provided  there  ie  neither  tuberole  in  the  longt. 
or  Mij  dieeaB%o/  the  ptncreu  and  its  dnota^  and  that 
the  jptieot  has  i^osolution  to  avoid  the  vse  of  food 
eontaining  fecvla.— ^ostttf  JUSdieaUt  Janvier,  1847. 

PATHOLOGY. 

Oir  THB  CITTaNBOUS  BEUrriOMS  INSUCBD  BT  TABIOVS 
KBBICIJIAL  SmiflTaifCBa. 

'Opmmj'^The  eraptions  whieh  fn  certain  indivldnals 
foDov  the  nee  of  the  preparations  of  opfnni  an  always 
of  an  ezsnthematoQs  natnre.  In  general  they  consist  of 
red  isolated  patches  not  nnUke  those  of  measles.  This 
Uad  of  emption  is  rare. 

The  i9oliiiie«.— The  eraptton  indncedbj  theingestion 
ofthe  preparations  of  this  tribe  of  plants  are  also  of 
the  order  ezanthemala,  and  are  as  nnconimon  as  those 
which  are  the  eibot  of  opium.  The  patches  are  larger 
ssiA  irregular,  resembling  scarlattna. 

Tba  Oi(ro.fv«<fi«.— All  the  medicinal  snbstsnces  of 
this  class  are  liable  to  be  followed  bj  cntaneoos 
eraptions,  but  none  so  frsquentlj  as  turpentine  and 
copaiba.  The  eruption  very  much  resembles  that 
prodsoed  by  opium  and  belladonna,  being  sometimes 
measly,  at  other  times  scarlatinous  in  its  appearance. 
It  ia  a  rare  exception  to  see  either  vesioles,  pustules, 
or  papules. 

Coi-Uver  otf.— This  medidne  sometimes  gives  rise  to 
a  form  of  eczema,  which  appears  generallpr  about  the 
fifth  day  from  the  commencement  of  its  use;  it  is, 
howerer,  rarely  observed. 

Iodide  qfpola$tmm,-^TlM  eruptions  which  follow  the 
use  of  this  medicine  are  far  from  uniform*  sometimes 
being  eozematous,  at  otliers  pustular,  as  in  acne.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  the  skin  escapes  the  action  of 
the  medicine,  and  that  the  mncona  membranes  are 
attacked  instead  ;  in  such  cases  we  observe  corysa  and 
ceignttctivitis,  which  cease  as  soon  as  ifii  use  is  sus- 
pended, but  which  will  not  yield  to  topical  treatment  as 
long  as  the  medidne  is  persisted  in. 

The  discrimination  of  the  cutaneous  affections  which 
are  induced  by  diiforent  medicinal  substances  taken 
internally,  is  of  no  slight  practical  importance;  we 
have  seen  ignprance  of  these  characters  and  causes 
give  rise  to  very  unpleasant  mistakes.'^ifniiiMtrf  d§ 
IhnapeutiqHfi,  1847. 

mtmommtun  omab  m  na  humam  bibhbt. 
A  recent  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Academy  of 
Medidne  of  the  Ldie  Infi6rienre  records  the  curious 
case  of  the  piesence  of  a  living  strongalus  tn  the 
human  kidney.  The  suliject  of  the  case  was  a  farmer, 
aged  tM),  of  intemperate  habiU,  but  robust  After  a 
debanoh  of  several  nights'  duration,  he  was  seised  with 
severe  pains  in  the  region  of  the  tight  kidney,  which 
were  attrfbated  iff  renal  calcnlus.  The  resoureea  of 
legittmate  medidn^  as  well  aa  of  numeions  quasks, 
were  exerted  in  Ysln  ibr  the  relief  of  his  auffer. 
Ings,  a  transient  cessation  from  his  pain  bdng 
only  ebtafaied  from  the  use  of  snlphurio  nther  and 
the  qririls  of  tufp«i^ae»  At  the  Mjflnliim  of  three 
years'  coBtinued  suflMng  the  patient  had  become 
iftB6«d  to  ft  aktleton.  For  the  tait  ten  montiip  of  his 


11(0,  indistinct  undulalory  movements  were  visible 
over  the  affected  kidney,  which  were  accompanied  by 
a  sensation  of /« creeping'' .internally.  The  patient 
at  length  died  in  a  state  of  complete  marasmus,  when 
dissection  revealed  the  presence  of  a  large  Str<mgulu9 
0iga$  in  the  right  kidney,  the  structure  of  which  had 
l>eoomc  greatiy  disorganiaed. 

OB  TUB  MBAMS  OV  ASCBBTanriBO  WHBTHBB  THB 
SOVaCB  OV  A  QTBBINB  LBUCOBKHCBA  BB  XH  THB 
rVHDUS  OB  CBRVIX  fJTBBI. 

Dr.  Mitchell  considers  that  the  above  point  may  be 
determined  by  means  of  an  instrument  which  he  has 
devised.  This  consists  of  a  gum-elastic  catheter,  with 
a  stilette,  to  the  bulbous  extremity  of  which  a  portion  of 
litmus  paper  is  fixed.  The  catheter  is  introduced  into 
the  cervix  uteri,  and  the  stilette  being  pushed  forwards,. 
the  litmus  paper  is  allowed  to  remain  in  contact  withr 
the  secretion.  It  is  then  withdrawn  into  the  catheter 
befoie  the  latter  is  removed.  The  entire  instrument  ia 
then  withdrawn,  and  the  paper  examined ;  if  it  remaina 
of  its  original  colour.  Dr.  Mitchell  considers  that  the 
disease  is  located  in  the  cervix;  if,  however,  it  bo 
reddened,  we  have  evidence  that  the  fundus  is  the 
source  of  thd  discharge.  —  Dublin  Mtdical  Prets. 
[There  appears  to  us  to  be  one  source  of  fallacy 
in  this  experiment,  which  Dr.  Mitchell  does  not  take 
Into  account,  via.,  the  acid  nature  of  the  raginal  mucus, 
the  acddental  contact  of  which  would  equally  redden 
the  litmus.] 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

BOBiniUB  VOB  THB  XOmnB  or  IBON. 

The  Messrs.  T.  and  H.  Smith  now  make  a  solution 
of  iodide  of  inm  in  a  Florence  fiask,  with  six  drachms 
of  pure  iron  filings,  two  ounces  two  drachma  of  iodine, 
and  four  ounces  and  a  half  of  cold  distilled  water. 
This  mixture  is  boiled  till  the  liquid  loses  its  colour; 
it  is  then  filtered  rapidly  into  a  dean  fiask,  and 
evaporated  at  a  boiling  heat.  They  obtain  the  com- 
pound either  as  a  crystallized  hydrate,  or  in  an 
amorphous  anhydrous  form,  according  to  the  extent 
of  the  evaporation,  and  inclose  it,  without  the  slightest 
delay,  in  small  weU-corked  botties.  As  all  the  solid 
preparations  are  liable  to  change,  they  farther 
recommend  powdering  their  anhydrous  iodide  as  soon 
as  it  is  taken  from  the  flask,  and  then  instantiy  to 
incorporate  it  with  twice  iU  weight  of  pure  refined 
sugar  in  powder,  and  to  make  it  up  in  mass  with 
honey. 

M.  Calloud,  in  a  memoir  on  this  salt,  points  out  the 
advantagea  of  preparing  it  by  double  decomposition* 
He  diowsy  by  analysis  of  various  specimens,  that  when 
the  salt  is  prepared  in  the  direct  manner,  and  ita 
solntioB  evaporated  to  diyness,  there  almost  alwaya 
occur  flakes  of  crystalliaed  iodine  adhering  to  a  bluish. 
mass,  friable  and  insoluble  in  water,  which  is  no  otber- 
than  a  mixture  of  rednced  iodine  and  sesqni-iodide 
of  iron.  The  following  are  his  observations  on  tho 
iodide  of  iron  obtained  by  double  decomposition:— 

By  redudng  iodide  of  potassium  and  sulphate  of 
piotoxido  of  iron  to  «  fine  powderi  and  tritoxating  the 
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mixture  of  Uie  tiro  Mtlta»  we  olytidn  tho  protiodido  of 

iron. 

1  part  of  salphate  of  eiystallitod  protoxide 
of  iron        - 161 JS9 

1  part  iodide  of  potaasinm      ...    206.94 

The  double  decomposition  being  produced  by  the 
asiiitanee  of  the  water  of  crystallization  of  (be  snl. 
phate  of  iron,  we  treat  it  with  alcohol  of  85^  per  cent 
which  only  dissolves  the  iodide  of  Iron  that  is  formed. 
The  alcoholic  solution  has  all  the  characters  of  the 
protosalts  of  iron ;  and  the  re-action  of  the  two  salts 
is  complete.  The  sulphate  of  potass  is,  in  this  case, 
<in  the  condition  of  the  insoluble  salts. 

The  iodide  of  iron,  thus  mixed  with  the  sulphate 
•of  pot^Ms,  may  be  employed  therapeutically  with 
undoubted  adrantage  in  a  dry  state. 

The  following  formula  may  serte  for  certain  phar- 
maceutical preparations,  having  iodide  of  Iron  for  a 
base:-^ 

Crystallized  sulphate  of  iron  ...    3  parts. 
Iodide  of  potassium    ...    -    -    4 

It  is  important  to  choose  the  sulphate  ot  iron  in 
■mall,  colourless,  and  translucent  crystals,  which 
integrally  represent  the  protoxide,  with  seven  propor- 
tions  of  water.  The  iodide  of  potassium  ought  to  be 
perfectly  neutral  and  pure ;  the  least  excess  of  allcali 
in  the  iodide  would  also  be  at  once  shown  by  the  sul- 
phate of  iron,  which,  in  this  case,  is  a  good  test  To 
be  satisfied  of  the  pority  of  the  substances,  the  mixture 
of  the  two  salts  being  dissolved  in  a  certain  quantity 
of  water,  the  latter  ought  not  to  be  rendered  cloudy  by 
the  green  or  yellow  oxide  of  iron,  vhioh  woald  indicate 
the  employment  of  a  basic  iodide  of  potassium,  or  a 
sulphate  of  iron,  partially  peroxidized.— 2>r.  Dajf*t 
Beport  in  Ranking* i  Haif-Ytarhj  Abstract^  Vol.  lY. 

Mr.  Hemingway  has  more  recently  proposed  the 
following  formula  :— 

Take  ot  Iodine,  (pure  and  dry,)  oz.  iij.,  dr.  vij.,scr.  ij. 
Iron  filings,  (dean,)  . .  oz.  ij. 
Distilled  water,  .  .  .  •  9. «. 

Add,  little  by  little,  the  iodine  to  the  iron  filings,  in  a 
mortar,  containing  six  ounces  of  water,  allowing  each 
action  to  cease  previous  to  the  next  addition ;  agitate 
the  mixture  without  additional  heat  until  it  assumes  a 
green  colour ;  transfer  the  liquid  portion  into  a  measure; 
wash  the  filings  that  remidn  with  balf-an-ounce  more 
of  water,  again,  and  a  third  time ;  mix  the  washings 
with  the  decanted  fluid,  and  make  up  exactly  to  twelve 
flaid-ounces  and  a  half;  call  it  "  the  solution,"  and 
keep  it  in  a  well-stoppered  4>ottle,  with  Iron  wire  and 
filings ;  each  floid-draohm  will  contain  thirty  grains  of 
crystallized  iodide  of  iron.J  When  wanted  for  use  pour 
off  without  disturbing  the  sediment  and  pass  through 
coarse  filtering  paper. 

From  this  solution  it  is  proposed  that  the  syrup 
•hottld  be  made,  and  from  it  also  (for  the  purpose  of 
dispensing,)  inferior  solutions  of  any  required  strength 
may  be  easily  obtained.  Should  it  become  brown  by 
keeping,  and  it  will  if  the  stopper  is  insecure,  the 
bottle  must  be  shaken,  that  the  green  appearance  mi^y 
be  recovered ;  and  should  this  be  the  case  when  aymp 


is  about  to  be  made,  time  moat  be  given  for  the  drafi 

to  subside,  in  order  that  filtration  may  prooead  ta 

rapidly  as  possible. 

To  make  the  syrup  :*-  • 

Take  of  Simple  Syrop,  {wMUt)  P.  L.  .     .      -  IS flnldies. 
BolailOB  of  Iodide  of  Iron,  as  above,   2  flaid-os. 

Put  the  syrup  into  an  upright  pan— a  common  sauoo* 

pan  lined  with  enamel  is  suitable— and  aoenratalj 

balance  the  whole;  next,  apply  heat,  until  by  a  gentle 

ebullition  it  has  decreased  in  weight  two  ounces  aeotr. 

dupois ;  remove  it  from  the  fire  ;  get  ready  the  '<  sola- 

tion,"  and,  without  loss  of  time,  mix  it  intimately  widi 

the  reduced  syrop,  and  bottle  directly  (if  consumption 

is  small,)  in  four'^unce  bottles ;  when  quite  cold  shako 

well  up.    Eaoh  floid.drachm  contains  four  graina  4fef 

crystallized  iodide,  the  equivalent  of  rather  more  than, 

three    grains    of    the    dry.— Pa^/tn  Medical  Prta, 

Jan.  10th* 

THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  DIRECTORY. 

TO  THB   EDITOR  OF  THE   PHOTINCIAL   MBDlCajL   AMM 

SUmoiCAL  JOOENaL. 

Sir. 

Having  andentood  that  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  the  London  and  Pror indal  Medical  Direetory  wu  to 
furnish  the  profession,  not  only  with  the  names,  but  also 
with  the  quaUficaUomt  of  its  legitimate  members,  I  may^ 
perhaps,  be  allowed^  through  the  medium  of  your  Journal, 
to  express  my  surprise  that  so  many  persons  should  be 
introdaced  as  recognised  praetilioners,  without  the 
slightest  intimation  as  to  the  nature  or  date  of  their 
credentials.  The  existence  of  this  defect  must  hato 
attracted  the  notice  of  all  who  have  gUnced  over  the 
pages  of  the  Directory;  and  my  only  motive  in  thus 
mentioning  the  error,  is  the  hope  that  hereafter  it  nay 
be  corrected.  Were  the  omissions  of  the  specific 
qualifications  rare  and  accidental,  it  might  be  uogeneroos 
to'  make  any  eommeaC  upon  them  ;  but  that  this  is  not 
the  case,  may  very  readily  be  proved.  For  example :— In 
the  first  twenty  pages  of  the  prorioeial  department,  there 
are  upwards  of  a  hundred  names  without  any  statement 
of  the  premises  upon  which  the  parties  are  entitled  to  a 
place  in  a  medical  list.  In  Ihenext  twenty  pages,  there 
are  also  upwards  of  a  hundred  omiuions  of  the  sane 
kind;  and  in  the  next  twenty  pages  likewise;  so  that 
in  sixty  pages  there  are  three  hundred  daimants  who 
give  no  account  of  the  foundation  upon  which  their 
claim  rests.  I  have  not  made  an  actual  ennmecation 
beyond  the  sixtieth  page,  but  conclude  tliat  the  lemaioder 
of  tbe  work  is  chargeable  with  a  similar  defect. 

Trusting  that  the  editors  will  in  future  exclude  those 

who  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  supply  an  accurate  and 

definite  description  of  themselves, 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

CANDIDU3. 
March,  1847. 

ft 

[We  have  received  other  oonununieations  pointiiy 
out  the  same  defoct. 
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iGTHERADVERTISINO. 

Tt  is  with  rogret  that  ws  feel  called  upoa  to  notice  the 
vibfoined  letter  oa  the  ml^eet  of  tBther-inhaUtioo.  On 
leliBning  to  the  **  Provincial  Durectprj,**  we  observe  the 
flaae  of  ''Matthew  Carter,  Castle  Cary,  Someraet, 
PhjiiciaD,  M.D^  Memb.  Roy.  Coll.  Phyc,  Lond.,  1846/' 
-fte^  Ac.  It  cannot  be  tnpposed  that  the  writer  of  the 
Hller,  and  the  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
aidans,  wbope  name  appears  in  the  **  Directory/'  are  ooe 
and  the  nine  individoal,  and  the  genuine  Dr.  Carter  owes 
it  alike  to  the  College»  to  his  professional  brethren,  and  to 
]UflMelf»  immediately  to  disavow  the  use  which  has  been 
ao  reprehensibly  made  of  his  name  :— 

TBX    TALOB    OV    TUB    VAK>Oa    OF    M.TUER     IN    THB 
TBBATMBNT  OF    DISBASB. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Sherborne  Journal, 

Sin,— >I  feel  it  my  doty  energetically  to  draw  the 
ntiCBtioo  of  the  public,  bot  more  particularly  of  my 
nedica]  brethren  in  this  county,  to  an  important,  though 
simple  fact,— namely,  to  the  valoe  of  the  inhalation  of 
mlher  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  those  various  chronic, 
and  indeed  acute  forma  of  diaease,  which  have  hitherto 
unhappily  baffled  the  best-devised  means  of  our  art. 

The  result  of  my  experience  of  its  efficacy  in  the 
treatment  of  disease,  has  astonished  and  delighted  me. 
Taoght  hitherto  to  believe,  and  observation  and  experi- 
ence having  conBrmed  my  teaching,  that  there  existed  not 
in  the  details  of  medicine  any  agent  which  should  deserve 
the  name  of  "  speeific,"  I  cannot  express  the  amount  of 
my  gratificatioc  in  having  thus  to  say,  that  the  vapour  of 
aether,  judiciously  applied,  in  my  opinion,  approaches 
nearer  onto  what  may  be  understood  by  the  term  *'  spe- 
cific,** than  any  other  therapeutic  agent  with  which  we 
are  acquainted. 

The  most  violent  paroxysms  of  gout,  of  rheumatism, 
of  neuralgic  affections,  tic-doulonreux,  &e.,  &c.,  have 
yielded,  as  it  were  magically,  to  the  influence  of  this 
agent,  and  in  no  one  instance  in  which  I.have  applied  it 
luve  I  had  any  reason  to  doubt  of  its  efficacy ;  on  tlie 
contrary,  the  transition  ffom  acute  pain  to  the  most  per- 
fect ease,  hac,  in  each  instance,  attested  its  most  salutary 
property ;  and  it  is  right  to  mention,  that  in  no  one  case 
liave  I  Ibnnd  it  necessaiy  to  carry  the  inhalation  of  the 
vaponr  to  far  as  to  induce  any  thing  approaching  to  iosen- 
nbility;  the  slightest  influence  of  the  sther  produces 
immediaie  resuits,  and  pain  begins  to  cease  almost 
instananeonsly. 

I  tmst  I  have  said  enongh  to  dnw  the  attention  of  my 
medieal  brethren  to  the  value  of  the  fact.  I  shall  be  happy 
if,  by  this  means  of  pnblicity,  I  induce  them  to  test,  and 
attest  for  themselves,  the  truth  of  what  I  now  assert. con- 
fident aa  I  am  that  an  agent  .is  discovered  of  stupendous 
power,  which  in  the  hands  of  our  profession,  rightly 
vieUed,  will«  I  doobt  not»  prove  one  of  the  most  valu- 
nble,  as  it  is,  I  think,  moat  decidedly  one  of  the  most 
eertainly  efficacions  means  of  treatment  to  which  the 
medical  profession  has  access. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  CARTER,  MJO. 

GBaf2e  Cofy^  Pthruary  15, 1847. 

P^.— I  hope  shortly  to  lay  before  the  medical  prafcg- 
nan  a  abort  pamphlet  on  thii  anbjeet. 
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FATAL  EFFECTS  OF  £TH£R:   INQUEST. 

An  iuqneat  has  been  held  on  a  young  woman,  the  wife 
of  a  hair-dreaser,  at  Spittlegate,in  the  county  of  Lincoln- 
aUri^  from  whom  a  tumour  had  been  removed  while 
under  the  influence  of  sBther.  She  never  rallied,  and 
died  without  the  slightest  re-action  having  taken  place, 
aizteen  hours  after  the  operation.  The  following  verdict 
waa  retnmed:— ''That  the  deceased, Ann  Parkinson, 
died  trom  the  effects  of  the  vaponr  of  ether,  inhaled 
by  her  for  the  purpoae  of  alleviating  pain  during  the 
removal  of  a  tnmour  from  her  left  thigh,  and  not  from 
the  effect  of  the  operation,  or  from  any  other  cause." 
The  surgeon  who  performed  the  operation  stated  that 
he  fully  eoncuned  in  the  verdict,  aa  he  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  ether  alone  was  the  cause  of  death, 
and  it  waa  a  duty  he  owed  to  the  public  to  say  so. 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE    MEDICAL  AND  SUR. 
GICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

THB    MBDICAL  BBGI8TRATI0N  BILL. 

Some  time  since  a  meeting  of  this  Association  waa 
convened  for  the  especial  purpose  of  considering  what 
course  should  be  pursued  in  reference  to  Mr.  Wakley's 
new  Registration  Bill,  when  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: — ^''That  the  Medical  Registration  Bill 
proposed  by  Mr,  Wakley  is  cordially  approved  by  thia 
Association,  and  that  it  be  energetically  and  promptly 
supported." 

The  Bill,  it  is  understood,  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
Counsel;  but  when  the  proper  time  arrives,  active 
measures  will  be  adopted  to  carry  the  resolution  into 
eff'ect. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Dr.  William  Wegg  has  been  appointed  Physician  to 
the  Weatminster  General  Dispensary,  In  the  room  of 
Dr.  S.  W.  J.  Merriinan,  resigned.  Dr.  Merriman  has 
been  appoiuted  Consuliing  Physician  to  the  Institutioii; 

Dennis  Pbelan,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  of  Dublin,  has  been 
re-appointed  an  Assistant  Poor-Law  Commissioner 
for  Ireland. 

M.  Gibert  has  .been  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Aoademie  de  M^ecine,  Paris,  in  the  Seotion  of 
Therapeutics. 

M.  Civiale  has  been  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Academic  des  Sciences,  Paris,  in  the  room  of  M.  Bory 
de  St.  Yincent,  deceased. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  PriJay,  March 
12th  :~G.  Allbutt;  C.  M.  Empsoo;  H.  BarnaU;  R. 
Green;  W.  Faithfull;  J.  M.  Birom;  J.  Rice;  C.  S. 
Hugo. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Licendaiea,  Thorsday»  Mank 
4(h :— Peter  Brady;  Thomas  Orton,  RotbwoU;  WilUm 
Cnmmlng;  Edmimd  John  Bkrman,  Paniteai}  Jl 
Graham,  Liveiyool. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


OBITUARY. 

Died  Febnuoy  20tb,  al  Cablr,  of  ferer,  MiehMl 
Daniel,  Ei4«»  Sorgeon  to  the  Fever  Hoepltil  tod 
IH^Miiiejry. 

Vthnairj  28tb,  of  ferer,  David  SmUh,  M.D.,  Medtoal 
Attendant  of  the  HSddleton  Fever  Hospital  and  DIs- 
peneary. 

liately,  at  the  Grange,  Melton,  aged  70,  Thonaa 
Bland,  M.D.,  a  Magistrate  of  the  Coonty  of  SafiMk.  - 

Lately,  aged  43,  Edward  Lnbbock,  M.D.,  Fbyelcian 
te  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  HoepiUl. 
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The  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Diaease  in  the 
Potato  and  other  Crops.    By  John  Parkin,  M.D.,  See.  8cc 
LoodoB :  Wood.    1847.    8vo.,  pp.  64. 


A  Treatise  on  DliC  and  RagiBwn.  By  WiUlam  Henry 
Rttbeitaen,  M.D.,  Phsrsidan  to  the  Boston  Bath  Charity. 
Fourth  edition.    Part  L    London :  Churchill.    1847. 

pp.  lis. 

Do  Wonndi  and  Injuriei  of  the  Abdoaen  and  Ih* 
Pelvis,  fte.  By  O.  J.  Gnthrie,  F.R.8.  London  i 
CfawchiU.  1847.    Royal  8vo.,  pp.  73. 

On  the  Sanatory  Condition  of  Neweutie-OB-Tyncw 
and  the  Means  neeessuy  for  its  Improvement,  ftc.  By 
George  Robinton,  Mi).,  Joint  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  and  Formsic  Medidne  in  the  Neircutto-on.T>a» 
Medical  School,  dbe.  Newcastle-on-Tyne :  Richardmi.. 
1847.    Svo^pp.  56. 

Analysis  of  Evideoce  laid  before  the  Health  of  TownsT 
Commiaaton  on  Metropolitan  Sewerage  Manare,  Ac,  ftG» 
London:  1847.    8vo.,pp.  32. 
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SinitovTH. 

Mean  of  Eitemal  Thermometer  at  9  A«it.    40.40 

9  P.M.    39.67 

.    .    •    the  Maxima, 4439 

....     Minima, 38.93 

Abaolnte  Mean •    .    .    .    41.66 

•  .    •    •    •       of  ten  preceding  yeara.        40.34 
Extreme  bigheat  on  the  25th    •    .    •    •    •    50. 

•  .       lowest      let  &  3rd 31.50 

.    .        range 18.50 

Mean  daily  range 7.00 

Greatest  daily  range 

Leaat .    •    • 

Maximum  in  the  Snn     ••••...        • 
Minimum  on  the  Graaa       • 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m 29.969 

•  •     .....%l  P.M.   .....     29.93g 

Extreme  highest  on  the  1st 30.440 

.    .    •  lowest  on  the  28th 29.300 

.    .    •  range 1.140 

Mean  dewpoint  at    9  a.ic.    .....    37.80 

9  p.v 36.20 

Number  of  days  fine •     6 

•  •    •    •    •      anow    •    • 3 

•  •    •    •    »     dull  and  variable     •    •    .    11 
on  which  any  rain  fell      •    11 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches       2.98 

Evaporation     •    • 

Thunder  and  lightening  on  the  24th. 

Prevailing  Winda,      •••,»    S.E.N.E. 


RoMesT. 

UoKr»L]>* 

37.10 

• 

37.50 

• 

38.70 

•        ^  ^  ^ 

33.50 

36.10 

36^3 

on  the  26th 

51.50 

on  the  26th 

51. 

on  the  1st 

26.00 

on  the  3rd 

24. 

25.50 

•••••••• 

27. 

9.08 

8.54 

on  the  25th  &  24th  19.00 

. 

on  the  8th  &  28th      .50 

. 

.' 

on  the  14th 

62.5 

• 

on  the  3rd 

28. 

29.366 

29.83 

29^9 

a 

on  the  1st 

29.840 

on  the  9th 

30.27 

on  the  28th 

28.580 

on  the  28th 

29.15 

1J260 

1.12 

S2.7» 

« 

8 

•••••••• 

• 

• 

• 

nndenow  * 

19 

• 

•  •••'•••• 

1.81 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

CommnnieatiMM  have  been  received  from  Mr.  P.  Wright;  Mr.  E.  Daniell;  W.  J.  W.;  Dr.  Dnrrant;  Dr.. 

BnHer  Lane;  Dr. Black;  Mr.  T.E.  Amyot;  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society;  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith;  Mr.  W.  H» 

Sronghteii. 
Tke  eontfonaHon  of  Dr.  Addiaon's  paper  will  be  given  ia  the  next  nunber*  which|  M  well  m  Mr«  Wright'g. 
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THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  METi^- 
JkfORPHOSIS  OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

{Fimrtk  SeHm  of  SxpirimeiUai  Rueare^.) 

Bj  William  ADmsoH*  M.D.»  F.R.S.»  Malrero. 

iOmiimiid  Jirom  pi^  120.) 

IX.  SCBOrULA. 

Scrofula  is  ilie  term  naed  to  designate  a  partievlar 
■tate  or  cooditioii  of  the  liring  body,  rendered  apparent 
^  tiie  phenomena  of  its  nutrition  and  diseases.  The 
term,  whatever  majr  lure  been  its  origin,  seems  like 
aany  others  in  medical  science,  to  have  been  handed 
down  with  reference  to  the  human  structure  for  con- 
Yenienoe  sake,  rather  than  for  any  other  reason. 
Writers  upon  the  sabjcct  of  scrofula,  for  the  most 
yarti  reiterate  one  after  another  certain  external 
appearances  in  the  general  contour  of  the  person^-tn 
the  eyes,  lips,  nose,  coanteoance,  or  complexion,  by 
which  they  say  those  indiriduals  who  are  scrofulous 
nay  be  distinguished  fh>m  others  who  are  not  so:  But 
ve  shall  hereafter  shew  that  no  satisfactory  practical 
distinctions  can  be  safely  made  upon  such  grounds, 
Ihe  eoostHntional  disposition  not  declaring  itself 
wBtil  the  qvaltties  of  the  textures,  and  their  capacity 
of  withstanding  injarious  influences,  have  been  tested 
and  declared  by  some  irntating  or  disturbing  cause, 
gixittg  rise  to  an  nnnsiial  local  increase  of  nutritire 
amtter ;  wliea  the  form  of  the  morphology  or  roeta- 
aaorphosis  the  conformable  or  nnconformable  type 
«f tlie  chsngfs    proaoonces  the  constitntional  diathesis. 

If  there  he  one  lact  better  established  than  others 
IB  respect  of  scrofula  and  scrofulous  diseases,  it  is 
tteir  hcraditary  character,  the  oibpring  exhibiting 
kodUy  and  mental  powen,  and  forms  of  disease  similar 
and  MMlojBoaa  to  those  which  have  been  known  to 
aAit  previoiisly  ia  one  or  both  parents.  This  traos- 
asissioa  of  atraetmral  or  coastitotiooal  and  other 
qnalitiesy  liram  parent  to  child,  is  one  of  those  re- 
msrirahh'  teets  In  living  bodies,  which  we  kiok  to  the 
iweent  rapid  advances  of  phyuological  science  to 
•Ueidala.  Tasay  that  chOdrea  inherit  the  dispositions 
aai  diseaseaof  thefar  parents,  and  to  rest  content  with 
lltt  banrea  wwirlion,  is  to  leave  to  con)ect«re  questions 
•f  tht  highest  inlereat  to  medical  and  moral  science. 
No.  7»  ApiU  7,  WI7» 


If  the  lineaments  of  the  face,  the  colour  of  the  eyet 
and  hair,  the  tones  of  the  voice,  an  ear  for  mnsic, 
and  mental  aptitude,  be  handed  down  firom  father  to 
son,  they  must  be  so  by  a  wonderful  consentaneons 
harmony  of  organization— an  almost  incredible  coa- 
formability  in  the  morphology  of  notrltion ;  and  if  the 
physiology, — if  the  constitution,  temperament  and 
mind,  be  so  similar,  then,  however  little  we  may  be 
able  to  explain  the  fact,  it  follows  almost  necessarily 
that  the  pathology  and  diseases  will  prove  so  too;— 
not  scrofulous  diseases  exclusively,  but  all  others  also» 
"  The  most  certain  evidence  of  the  existence  of  n 
scrofulous  disease,"  observes  a  recent  medical  writer, 
<*is  afforded  by  the  production  of  a  soft  brittle  un« 
organized  matter,  resembling  curd  or  new  cheese, 
which  is  found  mixed  with  the  contents  of  abscesses 
or  deposited  in  rounded  masses  of  different  degrees 
of  firmness,  and  varying  in  bulk  from  the  size  of  a 
millet  seed  to  that  of  a  hen's  egg;  sometimes  it  is 
enclosed  in  cysts,  and  occasionally  it  is  diffused,  as 
if  by  tnfiltratioD,  through  the  natural  texture  of  the 
part.  To  the  rounded  masses  of  this  substance  the 
name  of  tubercle  has  been  assigned,  and  the  substance 
itself  has  been  named  tuberculous  matter." 

X.   Sbat  and  Naturs  of  Tubercles  ii?  thb 

LuNoa. 

Tubercular  consumption  and  phthisis  are  terms  used 
to  designate  that  species  of  disease  which  consists  ia 
the  filling  up  of  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs,*  and  the 
destruction  of  their  vascalar  walls  by  a  soft,  brittle, 
white  matter,  named  tubercle  or  tuberculous  matter. 
The  best  and  most  recent  pathologists  have  differed  in 
their  statements  and  opinions  regarding  the  seat  and 
nature  o.**  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  nor  are  they  agreed  as 
to  the  changes  they  undergo.  Labnnsc  describes 
them  as  small  firm  bodies,  which  gradually  enlarge-^ 
then  soften,  and  by  degrees  become  converted  faito  a 
liquid  mass.  Andral  differs  somewhat  from  Laennee, 
he  says  that  tubercles  soften,  not  from  anyspontaaeons 
changes  in  themselves,  but  from  an  admixture  of  pum* 
lent  matter  poured  out  from  the  living  texture  imme- 
diately surrounding  them.    Dr.  Car6Well  states  that 

•  Dr  Cnmia  la  Cpet^pmdt*  of  Prmethta  MUkkie^  Yoh  a^ 
p.  79),   Art,  Serofiila. 
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tobcrelM  origiaale  from  morbid  changes  in  the  blood, 
and  Uwt  tlieir  ooet  ficqnenl  seat  it  tin  saTfiMie  of  the 
nracoQS  meoihnuiee;  thia  anlbor  heUeving^  in  com- 
mon  with  many  othen»  that  the  membmne  of  the  air*  \[ 
eella  of  the  longa  ii  a  mueout  membmne.  Dr.  C.  J. 
B.  Williams  states  that  **  I jmph,  pus,  and  tnbercle, 


lyid  the  testnitw  ^rom  the  farions  bleadings  of  the  rei 
.colour  of  the  blood  with  the  white  colour  of  the  aew 
.material  separated  from  it,  assames  Tarions  hnen 
between  dark  red  and  whitish  yellow. 

In  phthisii^  on  the  other  hand,  the  consolidating 
material  is  deposited  at  distant  points,  in  a  mnch 


pass  by  imperceptible  gradations  into  each  other $'\^ slower  maimer;  it  becomes  as  it  were  old  before  it 

becomes  risible,  and  I  have  seen  sections  of  the  long 
di^ilay  an  appearance  precisely  analogous,  and  indeed 
very  simihv  to  that  of  the  face  in  small  poz,  and  this 
in  a  patient  who  did  not  die  of  consumption. 
Tiibercles  exist  in  the  Inngs  more  frequently  than  1     My  researches  hare  been  in  like  manner  extended  to 


nnd  in  tlus  opinion  I  concar,  in  so  far  as  that  pns  may 
pass  into  tubercle  or  mucus,  or  into  a  mixture  of 
tuberculous  and  mucous  matter,  but  the  conferee  never 
•can  occur. 


is  generally  imagined.  Of  the  numerous  apparently- 
healthy  lungs  which  I  have  examined  in  the  course  of 
my  researches,  I  have  found  them  in  about  one-third. 
In  their  early  state  they  escape  notice,  unless  searched 
far  with  a  lens  in  rery  thin  sections,  gently  extended 
upon  a  dark  back-ground.  In  order  to  make  out  cor- 
rectly the  primary  situation  of  a  tubercle,  the  exami- 
nation should  be  made  in  the  lungs  of  young  persons 
who  have  died  of  other  diseases ;  for  in  those  who  die 
of  consumption,  so  many  changes  have  taken  place, 
and  the  scTcral  textures  of  the  lungs  have  been  to 
altered,  that  it  is  impossible  to  find  tubercles  in  that 
early  condition  in  which  alone  their  situation,  in  or 
upon  the  membrane  of  the  air-cells,  can  be  determined. 

I  have  repeatedly  examined  with  the  microscope  the 
material  deposited  in  the  air-cells  of  the  longs  in 
jmeumonia,  and  compared  its  characters  and  appearance 
with  that  forming  a  tubercle,  without  being  able  to 
detect  any  more  essential  or  constant  difference 
between  them,  than  exists  between  recently  excreted 
and  old  pus.  The  same  class  of  objects,— incoherent 
colourless  cells,  molecules,  and  granular  matter, 
appears  to  constitute  the  material  in  both  cases,^ 
in  hepatization  or  consolidation  of  the  lung  from 
inflammation,  and  in  consolidation  from  tuberculous 
matter;  and  in  both  cases  also  the  material  takes 
primarily  the  shape  of  the  air-cells  in  which  it  is 
seated.  In  the  material  forming  the  consolidation 
resulting  from  inflammation,  Incoherent  cellular  forms 
predominate,  as  they  do  in  recent  pus;  whereas  in 
tuberculous  matter,  grander  masses  and  molecules 
greatly  predominate,  as  is  also  the  case  in  old  pus. 
And  were  we  to  imagine  the  fluid  element  of  old  pus 
removed  or  absorbed,  the  remaining  solid  matter  would 
be,  in  my  opinion,  tuberculous  matter ;  the  colour- 
less elements  of  Mood,  pus,  and  tubercle  passing  by 
imperceptible  gradations  into  each  other.* 

In  pneumonia  the  consolidating  material  is  as  it 
were  suddenly  thrown  ont  over  a  wide  extent  of  lung. 
All  the  blood-vessels  are  loaded  with  colourless  elements. 
The  blood  itself  when  withdrawn  assumes  a  huffy  coat, 


•  By  the  term  M  put,  the  reader  will  anderstand  that  I 
mean  Matter  which  has  been  along  time  excreted,  aad  in 
which  the  eorpascies  or  cells  haTing  broken  dowa,  there 
temalns  a  thick,  more  or  less  fioid  material,  composed  of 
gTanalar  forms  and  molecules.  *^ 


the  characters  and  appearances  presented  under  the 
microscope  by  the  material  taken  from  pimples,  boils, 
and  all  kinds  of  eruptions  on  the  skin,  and  in  all  these 
instances  incoherent  colourless  cells,  granular  matter, 
and  moleculei^  have  been  found  in  the  greatest  abund- 
ance. Moreover— audit  is  a  fact  of  mnch  importance— 
the  aame  objects  have  been  profusely  detected,  not 
only  in  the  fixed  textures  surrounding  the  morbid 
matter,  but  likewise  in  blood  taken  from  the  vessela 
administering  to  their  nutrition.  And  it  would  appear 
that  when  any  texture  becomes  involved  in  a  hurtful 
or  destructive  inflammation,  or  in  a  tuberculous  or 
scrofulous  disease,  that  its  physiological  type  is  altered 
and  its  function  impaired ;  the  structural  elements, 
whatever  may  be  their  normal  qualities  or  characters, 
become  more  and  more  uniform,  and  at  length  corpus- 
cular, the  corpuscles  being  apparently  identical  with 
those  circulating  in  the  blood. 

It  has  been  said  that  tubercles  arise  from  "  an  error 
of  nutrition,*'  which  is  perfectly  true,  but  no  practical 
advantage  is  derived  from  i\ke  use  of  a  few  words  which 
are  applicable  alike  to  all  diseases. 

XI.     Stauotvaal   Cbamoes   pboduoid   bt 

SCBOFULOUS  DlUMAMM* 

A  woman,  aged  34^yeari^  died  of  scrofulous  dts- 
eaae  of  the  bones  and  consumption*  The  body  was 
examined  a  few  hoars  after  death.  Four  simious 
canals  with  external  thickened  outlets,  dischaigtog 
mucus,  lymph,  and  clotted  pns,  existed  on  the  right 
shoulder,  leading  down  to  diseased  bone  aad  other 
textures  at  the  joint.  Another  sinus  passed  through 
the  breast  bone  ipto  the  fibrous  or  areolar  texture 
beneath  it,  entering  the  anterior  media$ihmm,  I%e 
internal  surfaeea  of  all  these  sinuses  were  excreting 
incoherent  cellular  forms,  and  when  oloeely  examined 
with  a  lens,  were  found  red  and  vaacolar,  oovered  wkh. 
muco-pnmlent  matter,  mixed  with  dots  and  white 
flakes.  The  clots  and  white  flakes  exnnrined  with  the 
microscope  were  fbund  to  be  incoherent,  cellubr,  or 
corpuscular  textures. 

On  opening  the  chest,  the  sinus  passing  through  the 
breast  bone  waa  found  traversing,  by  various  ehannele, 
the  areolar  texture  of  the  anterior  mediaatinum,  which 
wsa  extensively  changed  in  character  aad  appeemace ; 
it  was  much  thickened,  maoh  more  red  end  vaseubv^t 
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tnd  the  new  uionoftl  nMeltandtdlHmliidsTidMtlj' 
been  the  Ktiiree  wtieocc  Che  mnco-purulent laatter,  ttit' 
flUici,  and  cloti  had  been  dUcharged,  and  to  vbicfa  tbe 
exMntal  opeDing  of  Ifae  tinua  bad  girea  reoL  '  Tl^a' 
ue*  Mid  tbickened  Uitorea,  ond  the  coati  sF  tbe  Dew 
Tfwli  were  extmined  with  ■  high  magTrTTyfTig  power, 
(750,)  *Dd  ibe;  were  geDerally  fonnd  (oFlar  aad  mo/e 
bnltle  tkan  the  normal  fibroui  teitare.  And  multitndea 
of  iocohereiil  cetla  were  Toand  apon  them,  tot  dil- 
tribnted  among  tLeranuniDg  Gbrei  of  Iha  almctnrei  - 
The  lung*  extemaTIy  were  of  a  deep  pnrpliib  alale 
colour,  tbeir  TOlome  wu  leaa  (faan  natural,  and  the;' 
.    idbered  flrmlf  to  tbe  walla  of  Ibe  chett.    On  preariig 
them  between  the  flngera  and  thumb,  nnmeron  bard 
'bodiea  were  felt  in  tbeir  interior,  and  on  nrnking  iec< 
liona,  taberclea  and  cavities  containing  pna  were  found 
diaaeminated  through  tbem.    The  tnbeiclea  were  in 
•omc  placet  hard,  in  olheia  *oft,  and  in  olhen 
thejr  appeared  to  hare  degenerated  into  a  com- 
pletelj  Suid  pui.    The  caritiei  in  man;  placei 
bad  aeTeral  aianoni  conmunicationa  with  each 
other,  Ifac  ainuaes  or  channeta  mnning  tbrongb 
a  hardened  and  'confolidaled  texture    totally 
different  from  anything  reaembling  the  beattby 
parenchyma  of   the  lung,  and  here  and  there 
air-tnbea  opened  into  the  interior  of  tbe  cari- 
tiea.    Tbe  tciturea  forming  the  walli  oF  the 
CBTitiea  bore  no  reaetnblince   to    the  normal 
teitarea,  and  when  tbe  maco-pnmlent  matter 
waa  remored  from  their  free  anrface,  tbey  were 
aeen  with  a  lens  to  be  trareraed  by  numeroua 
long  Taricoae  and  tortuoni  red  Tcisela,  totally 
differCDt  in  diatribntion  and  arrangement  from 
any  of  the   naaeli   of  the   noriual   teilnret. 
Similar  atrange  reaaeh  were  alioteen  runniog 
■long  the  border!  of  the  teitare,  contiguona  to, 
and  bounding  the  outliac  of,  Ihe  tnberetea.    Tlie  coala 
of  many  of  tbe  tmallar  reaaela,  and  the  textorei  upon 
which    tbey  were    dictribnted,  were  eiamiaed  with 
tbe  MktOKope,  and  fonnd  cottpoaed  for  tbe  moit 
pMt  of  ioeohercnt    colonrleu    ceila,    miogled    with 
gnuidar  matur  and  molecnlet. 


Fig.  IV.— K  laiferTtMel  la  the  ■nolaiteaUM,  (mi 


ff./7/>-&  eepuiiarji  TtMel  in  tha  fbiOH  Oi  aRclar 


JV^.  F.— Vetieli  eienilogpni  aad  gineni,  troaa  aenfti- 
lou  (iBBi  In  Ihe  ateolar  lexiura  ol  iMriar  iwAfttiiaf n. 
Caie  t. 

The  taztaret  ware  not  ton^  coherent,  and  etaatic, 
bnl  acrft,  and  rery  brittle  i  and  it  wal  only  here  and 
them  that  the  wared  and  tortaoua  filaaenti,  copioMly 
fonnd  in  all  (be  minute  reiaela  tranraing  the  areolar 
texture  of  the  heallhy  lung,  coald  be  dtacorere^ 


By  JoBM  M.  Banhu,  Etq. 
Senior  Suiyoo  (o  the  Northern  Hoapital,  Liverpool, 
nere  arc  lew  diaeaiea  mora  paiuliil  or  diitreatiBf  i» 
•reiy  point  of  riew  than  uleera  dependent  on  a  raricoae 
Blata  of  the  veina,  and  there  are  few  diaeaaei  which 
hare  occupied  Ihe  attentioD  of  the  profeaaion  more 
iImb  Ihia,  Mocb  bM  boea  writleo,  and  naay  ar«  the 
jnodeiof  treatment  recom mended.  During  Ihe  peood 
IhM  I WM  a  pnpU  and  boBae-aniyeon  at  St.  OMria'a 
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Hot^kal,  wUch  eiteadod  orer  tbe  jear  1818  and  to 
tilt  end  of  1823»  more  Aan  an  ordinary  degree  of 
inters  esieted  on  the  |^  of  the  wargtooM  of  that 
Inetitntion  in  the  treatjnent  of  thia  diaeaie.    Onrlng 
that  .time   the   Ugatore   was  applied  to  the  fena 
aaphena,  a  portion  of  the  rein  was  cut  away*  and 
a  dinsion  of  the  ?ein  was  alM>  effected  by  cutting. 
Sach  indeed  was  the  interest  excited  that  we  sere- 
rally  paitook   of  it.    The  same   interest  has  oon-- 
tinned  with  me  up  to  the  preeent  day ;  and  from  the 
writings  and  leetorea  of  Sir  B.  Brodie,  we  may  con- 
clude that  it  has  continued  with  him  also.  Hie  enei^ 
and  perscTering  industry  of  Sir  B.  Brodie  has  eter  been 
so  great  that  we  cannot  fed  surprised  that  he  has  con« 
tinuedj  with  unabate^  ardour,  his  endeavoun  to  master 
this  troublesome  disease^  as  he  has  done  in  innumerable 
•tiier  instances.    My  interest  in  this  ailment  has  led 
me  to  watch  the  rarions  means  recommended  for  its 
cure  or  alleriation.    I  have  in  many  instances  tested 
their  Talue.  It  is  the  results  that  I  wish  to  bring  before 
the  profession,  and  though  in  sereral  of  the  modes  of 
treatment,  from  their  very  mariied  unsncoessful  issue, 
I  have  been  held  back  from  trying  them  so  fully  as  I 
could  have  wished,  where  the  plan  has  succeeded  in 
my  hands,  I  have  given  it  a  full  and  fair  trial ;  where  it 
has  not  done  so,  or  where  it  has  failed  in  the  hands 
of  others,  I  have  contented  myself  with  giving  extracts 
from  the  writings  of  those  who  advocate  it.    I  am 
unprepared  to  offer  anything  new  on  the  pathology  of 
the  disease ;  nevertheless,  I  have  thought  it  well,,  before 
entering  on  the  treatment,  to  draw  attention  to  certain 
selections  which  I  have  made  from  disHnguished  writers, 
on  the  pathology  and  other  matters  connected  with  it; 
this  I  do  without  apology,  as  I  consider  they  will  prove 
of  advantage  in  the  contemplation  of  the  subject 

The  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  speaking  of  this  con- 
dition of  the  veins,  remarks  that  it  may  arise  from  a 
variety  of  causes ;  the  more  immediate  one  is  either  a 
thickening  of  the  valves,  so  that  they  are  incapable  of 
approximating,  or  a  rupture  of  the  valvea.  In  either 
case  the  effects  will  be  the  same;  the  blood  pressing  in 
one  uninterrupted  column,  the  veins  become  distended 
and  serpentine,  and  the  valves  widely  separated  from 
each  other;  their  arteries  by  their  powerful. attempts 
to  return  the  blood  to  the  heart  soon  excite  inflsmma- 
tion.  This  opinioii  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by 
aeveral  other  surgeons. 

Signor  Rima,  the  Surgeon-In-Chief  of  the  Hospital  at 
Venice,  in  his**TVeatise  on  the  Phndmate  Cause  of  Vari- 
cose Tumours  in  (he  Lower  £xtremities,*'states  that  the 
Teal  proximate  cause  is  a  refiuz-motion  of  the  blood  in 
the  veins,— for  instance,  the  blood  from  thd  fesMnl  vein 
retreats  into  the  sapbena,  and  is  driven  backwards  flrom 
the  groin  towards  the  foot,  by  a  power  peculiar  to 
these  veins.  He  I'eomes  to  this  conclusion  ttom  the 
IsTlowingficts:^ 


virioose  vein  in  a  Hring  person,  the  blood  is  seen  t» 
spout  fifom  the  upper  end,  as  it  does  from  an  artery. 

2nd,  In  those  persons  in  whom  varices  have  be«» 
caused  by  wearing  t^C  garters  under  the  knee,  tii*- 
veins  are  remarked  to  be  more  distended  above  tho 
band  than  below  it. 

3rd.  When  the  operation  for  varix  is  performed^ 
either  by  the  ligature  or  excision,  those  varices  which 
are  situated  below  the  ligature  or  excision,  are  seen 
to  contract  and  finally  disappear*  whilst  those  situated 
above  remain  stationary  or  increase,  which  would  nol 
be  the  case  if  the  blood  in  these  vessels  flowed,  as  It 
usually  does,  from  below  upwards*  as  the  weight  of 
the  column  of  blood  from  above  acts  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  paralyse  the  valves  of  the  veins,  and  thus  keep 
up  the  communication  between  the  individual  varices. 

4th.  The  pathological  anatomy  of  varicose  vetnn 
exhibits,  in  the  lower  extremities,  hypertrophy  of  the 
walls,  and  a  structure  like  that  of  the  arteries.  He 
thinks  that  inflammation  following  on  a  passive  dilate* 
tion  of  the  weak  venous  parietes  between  every  two 
valves,  with  the  weight  of  the  column  of  blood  from 
above,  may  be  the  cause  of  this  hypertrophy;  firom 
thisi  chronic  inflammation  and  thickening  follows,  and 
a  change  of  structare. 

Andral  specifics  several  varieties  of  the  disease  :-» 

1st.  Simple  dilatation  of  the  veins,  without  any 
other  alteration,  and  either  extending  all  along  the 
vessels,  or  confined  to  particular  points  of  them. 

2od.  Dilatation  of  the  veins,  attended  with  a  thinner- 
state  of  their  coats,  and  it  may  be  either  an  unlfonn^ 
or  an  irregular  dilatation. 

3rd.  Uniform  dilatation,  with  thickening  of  the 
coats  of  the  veins. 

4th.  Dilatation,  with  thickening  of  the  coats  and* 
interspaces  between  the  varicose  enlargements.  Im 
the  two  latter  cases,  as  the  vessel  increases  in  diameter, 
it  also  becomes  elongated  and  tortuous,  lliis  is  the 
ordinary  form  of  varices. 

5th.  Septa  or  partitions  are  formed  in  the  vein* 
whereby  its  carity  is  dirided  into  small  cells,  in  whkh 
the  blood  accumulates  and  coagulates. 

6th.  In  the  last  form  of  varix,  described  by  Andral, 
'*  from  careful  dissections,  there  are,  in  addition  to  the 
disposition  exhibited  in  the  fifth  variety,  varioue 
irregular  perforations  in  the  sides  of  the  vein,  an4 
the  vessel  thus  communicates  with  the  surroui 
cellular  membrane,  which  is  generally  more  or  I( 
diseased,  as  is  exemplified  in  hemorrhoids." 

Mr.  Syme,  of  Edinbaiigh,  enumerates  tall  stature 
and  largeness  of  the  veins,  as  predisposingilto  Hum- 
disease ;  constipation,  pregnancy,  and  sedentary  occnpa- 
tion,  favour  its  actual  commencement.  Sir  Everard 
Home  observed,  that  in  the  army  the  grenadier 
oompanies  are  espedslly  subject  to  varicose  veins.. 
Sir  B.  Brodie  remarks  that  cooks  are  very  liable  te^ 
Ut.  Wh€B  a  iUffeoA  rencm  a  pertioii  flpon  a  I  this  diseased  state  of  the  veiJiSi  and  enamenitc» 
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certMB  ezertioni  at  liable  to  produce  it,  and  remarks 
that  he  has  known  a  few  instances  where  the  varicose 
state  of  the  yeins  appeared  inkmediately  after  hard 
«;alking«  Plrofessor  Copper  .enum^ates  tall  statufe, 
laige  met  a  long  perpendicular  coprse  of  the  reins, 
at  predisposing  causes  to  the  disease. . 

It  appears  to  me  that  there  roust  exist  a  predisposition 
to  tllis  disease  in  the  person  affected, — some  peculiarity 
IB  the  sM^>^n  ^  ^  ▼?ini» — my  experience  does  not 
bear  out  the  obsenrations  of  several  writers,  that  persons 
ol  tall  stature  and  large  frame  are  the  most  liable  to 
thtt  disease.  I  have  remarked  that  those  of  short 
^tnre  and  spare  habit  are  also  much  affected  with  it.' 
When  Sir  Ererard  Home  stated  that  the  grenadier' 
companies  are  rery  liable  to  rarices,  he  should  have 
added  also,  that  soldiers  are  subject  to  hard  walkin^^, 
whieh  is  giren  as  a  cause  of  this  disease  hy  Sir  B. 
Brodie,  and  that  they,  in  the  days  of  Sir  E.  Home; 
wiMre  the  garter  and  knee-breeches,  which,  according 
to  Signor  Rima  nod  Sir  B.  Brodie  excite  the  varices. 
In  the  many  cases  which  hare  come  under  my  care, 
I  hare  found  that  those  who  hare  undergone  serere 
-exercise  of  the  lower  limbs,  whether  they  be  tall  or 
whether  they  be  short,  hare  been  the  subjects  of  this 
disease,  and  bare  had  occasion  to  remark  that  many  of 
the  footmen  in  London  are  subject  to  it,  those  more 
particularly  who  were  required  to  show  a  good  leg  and 
had  to  stand  many  hours  together  poised  on  the  toes 
behind  csrriages.  These  men  garter  tightly,  and  where 
the  predisposition  existed,  tlie  practice  no  doubt  acted 
4M  an  exciting  cause.  Those  subject  to  an  exposure  to 
great  heat  (as  for  instance  cooks  and  foundry  men,}  I 
hare  obserred  are  rery  liable  to  it.  What  is  it  then  that 
eanses  this  predisposition?  According  to  Sir  B. 
Brodie,  the  disease  has  been  produced  immediately 
after  hard  walking,  proring  at  once  that  the  coats  of 
the  reins  were  weak  and  easily  dilated,  or  that  the 
vahres  were  defectire ;  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
persons  afflicted,  hare  one  rena  saphena  only  diseased, 
prores  that  tallnessof  stature,  largeness,  and  heat,  do 
not  entirely  produce  the  disease.  And  again,  many 
hundreds  under  exactly  the  same  influences,  escape 
the  disease,  which  to  my  mind  would  at  once  prore 
■a  predisposition  to  it  in  certain  indiriduals,  which 
from  an  excitant  derelopes  itself.  Women  baring 
children  are  subject  to  an  enlargement  of  the 
Mpbena  and  ita  branches;  in  the  sereral  cases  which  I 
liare  met  with,  the  rarices  disappeared  at  the  serenth 
month  of  parturition,  proring  that  the  diseased  state 
before  alluded  to  did  not  exist.  1  recollect  one  case  in 
particular  in'  which  a  lady  was  seized  suddenly  at  the 
fourth  month  of  pregnancy  with  great  pain  and  stiff- 
ness in  the  legs.  On  examining  them  I  found  the 
superficial  reins  generally  distended,  and  the  limbs 
presented  a  bluish  appearance;  the  feet  were  cold'. 
In  this  case  the  reins  were  not  tortuous  nor  knotty ;  they 
itii  generally  distended.    This  state  continued  until 


the  serenth  month,  when  the  HmbsresmDed  their  natanil- 
appearance,  and  continued  perfectly  well  nntflthe  lady 
was  again  four  months  adranced  with  child,  theraricet 
tli^  reappeared,  and  disappeared  as  nsital  iit  the  sereatit 
Iponth.  This  effect  has  been  produced  on  four  sneeesrire ' 
occasions,  and  in  erery  instance  the  result  has 'been 
the  samie.  I  hare  met  with  three  similar  instances. 
I  fiincy  that  when  Andral  enumerates  a  simple  dilata- 
tion of  the  reins  sis  a  variety  of  this  disease,  hennist 
:allude  to  such  an  instance  as  those  I  hare  referred  td» 
and  which  can  scarcely  be  considered  a -true  state  iif 
rarix. 

That  there  is  some  peculiar  predisposition  to  this 
disease  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  it  rery  frequently 
happens  that  tie  saphena  rein  in  one  limb  is  alode 
affected,  which  would  scarcely  be  the  case  if  it 
depended  only  on  the  causes  enumerated!  A  patient 
came  under  my  care  in  whom  there  was  a  targe  cluster 
of  raricose  reins  on  the  inside  of  one  lEuee,  forming  a 
tumour  as  large  as  an  eggt  which  she  stated  came  sud- 
denly  during  parturition,  and  has  continued  slightly 
increasing  for  eight  years.  This  is  the  only  part 
affected. 

The  reins  most  liable  to  become  raricose  are  the 
spermatic,  hemorrhoidal,  and  saphena.  These  reins, 
from  the  peculiarity  of  their  situations,  are  liable  to  he 
acted  on  by  pressure,  therefore  we  may  cohclude  that 
pressure  has  much  to  do  in  rendering  them  distended, 
knotty,  and  tortuous.  I  am  liot  prepared  to  state  what 
the  exact  condition  of  the  rein  may  be  prior  to  the 
raricose  state  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  diseased 
action  exists,  most  probably  in  the  ralres.  We  seldom 
bare  our  attention  drawn  to  the  stage  of  the  complaint 
alluded  to ;  when  applied  to  we  usually  find  the  rein 
tortuous  and  enlarged,  accompanied  with  an  ulcer  in 
the  leg,  and  where  we  hare  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  parts  after  death,  we  find  the  rein 
enlarged,  elongated,  and  thickened,  more  generally 
thickened  at  interspaces.  In  some  instances  the  coats 
are  unnaturally  thin,  in  pthers  the  ralres  are  widely 
separated ;  in  some  they  appear  too  small  for  the 
calibre  of  the  ressel,  and  occasionally  we  find  them 
ruptured.  The  superficial  reins  are,  in  almost  erery ' 
case,  considerably  enlarged. 

In  contemplating  the  rarious  modes  of  treatment 
which  hare  been  adopted  by  those  writers  who  hare 
distinguished  themselves  for  their  laborious  researches 
and  hi^h  attainments,  we  may  conclude  that  the  essen- 
tial object  they  (lare  each  had  in  riew  has  been  the 
most  efficacious  means  of  partially  or  entirely  destroying 
the  rena  saphena.  The  ulcer  dependent  on  a  raricose 
state  of  the  rein  has  appeared '  to  them  only  perma*- 
nently  curable,  through  tbepartial  or  entire  destruction 
of  the  vein.  This  appeaiH  to  hare  been  the  object  of 
Sir  Ererard  Home,  Sir  B.  Brodie;  MM.  Fncke,  Yelp^au, 
Darat,  Sanson,  Bdnuet,  and  others.  Sir  B,  Broilitf 
has  deroted  much  timf}  and  attention  to  thil  diseMev* 
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•of  trvilaMots  Jie^wiUi 
ftr  £f«tard  Hoom,  afplted  the  ligtliiK«,mBd  wilhao«i« 
^mot  for  a  ttmty  wbea  pUeUtif  •oeuntef  »  tod 
d^ath  litBltU^  it  WW  diacoBtionad^    Mr.  Abanatlqb 
aBiMMfiring  Ifcat  tba  Itgatare  wia  the  eieitiof  caaae  of 
tka  phMntttb  aonoilad  the  meia  difinon  of  the  Teioi 
t»d  Sir  B.  Brodie  aod  othen  appear  to  hate  avaiM 
thaaMdfoaof  theieoofliaNBdatioB/  In  naiiy  inttaacta 
irritahle  oleera  aBpaiyooad»  and  iantoa^tha  benefit  vaa 
fory  traaiiant.    Sir  Aatlejr  Cooper^  in  ipeakinr^f  the 
ligatnre  and  dMiion  of  the  votn,  remaika^— '*  It  waa 
formeriy  the  practiee,  when  the  veiaa  were  in  a  Tariooaa 
atate,  to  tie  and  difide  them ;  thia  plan  ia  pnianed  by 
■any  8aigeona»  bat  it- is  one  that  I  have  deprecated  in 
mj  leetnrea  for  many  yeara;  it  is  bad  tnatmenty  Tery 
iafn^icionib  and  fraogbt  with  great  danger.    I  have  aeon 
ihia  operation  prove  fatal  twice,  and  if  I  were  to  atate 
all  the  cases  in  wluch  I  have  known  it  terminate  fatally, 
I  should  raconat  at  least  a  doMn.     Another  over- 
whelming objection  ia,  that  when  it  does  not  prove 
fatal,   its   ultimate   eiiBCts  are  perfectly  nngatory." 
Whereas  Signer  Rima,  in  giving  the  lesnlls  of  thirty- 
fonr  operatioiis,  by  the  excision  of  an  inch  long  of  the 
vein  above  the  first  varicose  swelling,  states  that  there 


10 •    •    radically  cured. 

13*.a.^«*«    much  rdieved* 

6 •    .    slightly  relieved. 

2 not  relieved. 

2    .    « deathsb 

1 under  treatment 

I  witnessed  this  operation  perfonned  in  St.  Geoige*s 
Hospital,  where  every  precaution  waa  taken,  and  the 
operation  done  in  a  maaterly  atyle;  aevertheleas 
phlebitia  came  on,  which  proved  fatal  on  the  third 
day.  Hie  subject  ipM  about  twenty-five  years  of  age 
and  in  the  height  of  good  health  at  the  time  of  its 
performance.  Tbta  was  the  only  case  in  which  I  have 
seen  the  excision  of  a  portion  of  the  vein,  and  there- 
fore  do  not  feel  myaelf  in  a  poaition  to  speak  decidedly 
on  its  value,  yet  from  the  relation  of  aeversi  cases,  and 
the  table  quoted  from  Signov  Rinm,  we  asay  conclude 
that  it  ia  fiur  from  being  firee  from  danger. 

It  waa  about  the  year  1818,  that  Sir  B.  Brodie 
adepfttti  a  new  mode  of  dividing  the  vein  with  the 
iatanjt  of  preventing  the  irrit^Ie  nleers  oonsequent  on 
the  old  method.  The  operatiOB  consisted  in  passing  a 
thin-biaded  knife  for  aomo  distaace  wader  the  aUn, 
Che  vei%  then  tuning  the  catting  anrface  dowa- 
dfairitaenssthevein»an4divideit.  Inavenr 
lafge  asperity  of  these  caaea  ameh  good  appeared  to 
rsaalt,  aad  the  epfration  for  aaoe  time  waa  held  in 
ivyalaj  batl  believe  in  aloMist  every  hmtance  after  a 
i^ert  Uf—  Qi  Umtt  the  diaease  retnraed»  aad  Sir 
1.  Bfodio  baa  given  it  aa  hia  opiaioa  that  the  operaHoa 
ip  am  attaaded  with  a  beaefit  great  eaoagh  la  Jnati^r^ 


Asll^  GoefOTa  bleeding  from  the  saphena  wfae»^ 
ae^easary,  and  applying  a  well-regulated  pvesaure  aad 
9l^er  palliative  meana. 

Jif.  Breachet  tried  the  plan  of  pineUng  the  vein  witfi 
liiMfpa,  construded  for  the  purposer  tlin  plan  frequently 
answered  the  end  of  obliterating  the  veio^  but  often 
jfK^Hpetd  alottghing  and  ulceration,  which  in  tiaie  waa 
cued.  The  procem  was  tedious.  M.  Sanson  also 
constructed  forceps,  with  blades  so  broad  as  to  iLcep 
the  sides  of  the  vein  in  contact  for  nearly  an  inch* 
^e  remarks  that  it  is  not  necessafj  to  compress  the 
jrdn  witkaforoe  to  induce  adbeaive  inflammatiott;  it 
if^  suftcient  to  compreu  the  vessel  so  as  to  arrest  the 
flow  of  blood  through  it,  when  a  clot  forma,  which 
uUtmately  becomes  absorbed,  and  leads  to  a  permanent 
ohliteration. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  speaking  of  the  treatment  o£ 
;raxioQae  ulcers,  says,  **  The  fiist  thing  to  be  attended  to 
ia  the  recumbent  poature,  in  fact  this  position  is  india- 
peasablei"  he  then  recommends  mercurial  washes  and. 
bfuuUges.  He  also  recommends  the  opening,  of  the 
Teiaa;^"ind^  they  are  so  distended  that  they  may 
be  more  properly  termed  lakes  than  rivulets."  He 
advises  the  veins  to  be  punctured  twice  a  week,  and 
■peaks  of  the  little  danger  attendant  on  the  operation. 
He£srther  remarks,  '*  if  the  puncture,  however,  at  any 
tiain  should  not  unite,  but  Jrei  tnfo  uhen,  you  muat 
apply  LdQuor  Calcis." 

LaUemand,  Davat,  and  Velpeau,  applied  needles  ia 
tJ^  manner  recommended  by  Mr.  Philllpa,  of  London^ 
for  the  obliteration  of  arteries,  and  with  success  so 
far,  rendering  the  vein  impervious  for  some  distance 
4f(t  its  course;  it  is  a  painful  operation,  and  npt  alwaya 
successful. 

M.  Fricke  adopted  the  plan  of  fixing  the  vein  under 
the  skin,  passing  through  it  a  needle  armed  with  a 
atrong  thread.  This  was  done  at  intervals  of  a  few 
inches,  in  every  vein  that  it  was  thought  necessary  to 
obliterate.  The  thread  was  moved  daily  in  the  vessel 
to  excite  inflammation,  and  waa  removed  on  the  third 
or  fourth  day.  With  M.  Fricke  this  operation  war 
auccessful»  whereas  with  Velpeau  it  waa  very  unanc" 
oaasfnl,  for  out  of  twelve  patiente  inflammation  of  the- 
!Vein  took  place  in  all;  in  three  of  the  cases  the 
inflanuaation  was  so  excessive  that  the  patients  barely 
eae^M  ^^  ^^^^  1^^^^  ^^  ^^  twelfth  patient 'died  of 
phlebitia. 

M.  Velpean's  method  of  applying  the  ligature 
appcan  to  have  been  ao  anecessful  in  his  handa,  that 
I  (paote  hia  plan  more  fully.  A  strong  sharp  pia 
with  a  laige  head,  aad  a  waxed  tlunead,  are  the 
oaly  instmosente  used.  The  patient  is  to  be  pkced 
la  each  a  poatare  as  will  render  the  veba  taaiid  aad 
peaniaeat  The  trunk  of  the  vebi  is  new  raiaed  ap 
«ith.the  flngen^  the  pin  ia  passed  below  the  ends  ot 
tim  ■^***   and  ntui^iii— th  fka  vein.    It  la 
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•mtdtr  the  ?aricote  Tdn  are  often  Terytiird  aiid^t^^ 
•abtent.    lids  procen  most  hi  repeated  witb  rigird 
to  every  diUled  veiD;  eight,  ten,  twehre,  or  fifteen  (bii 
may  he  required  from  the  foot  up  to  the  knee^  Mit, 
generally  apeaking,  three  or  four  are  sufficient.    Wlibn 
the  veins  are  free  and  moveahle  under  the  skin,  it  b 
^eaay  to  pass  the  pins  under  them;  hut  when  they  ftte 
•applied  closely  to  the  bones,  this  is  sometimes  tm- ' 
possible  i  it  is  then  necessary  to  pass  a  stronjf  pin  i 
perpendicularly  downirards,  and  then  direct  it  oBliqu^fy 
under  the  trunk  of  the  vein.     The  pins  being  s^l 
placed,  are  fixed  with  threads,  by  twisting  the  thrtiiia  i 
in  a  circular  manner  round  the  pins,  taking  care'  tiS 
draw  it  tig)it.    The  pins  and  ligatures  are  not  removed 
before  the  sixth  or  twelfth  day,  when  the  tissues 
-embraced  between  them  have  been  destroyed;  but 
even  if  the  mehar  be  not  detached  at  this  period,  it 
is  well  to  remove  them,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  bm 
that  the  vein  is  obliterated.    **The  introduction  of 
ihe  pin  gives  very  little  pain,  but  the  constriction 
exercised  by  the  ligature  is  tseutivefy  paittfuL   Hence 
^ou  should  commence  with  the  highest  pin,  in  order 
to  cot  off  the  nervous  communication  as  much  as 
possible.''     The   tiasnes  embraced  by  the  ligatures 
mortify  and  are  separated,  leaving  a  sore,  which  soon 
lieals  up.     M.  Velpteu  farther  states,— "Of  more 
than  one  hundred  patients  on  whom  I  have  opeiHed 
by  this  method,  not  one  has  presented  any  dangerous 
ayroptoms;  some  slight  extemai  phMUit,  and  the 
formation  of  some  9maU  oftscMfei,  were  the  only  con- 
aeqnences  of  any  moment  that  ensued.    Still  I  always 
dreaded  that  such  constant  success  in  this  matter 
would  be  interrupted  by  an  unfavourable  result,  and 
my  apprehensions  have  been  unfortunately  realised. 
The  only /tffal  com  occurred  recently." 

The  plan  so  much  extolled  by  Velpean  I  have  seen 
tried  on  three  occasions ;  the  soi^ects  were  young  and 
liealthy ;  the  operations  were  performed  by  my  late  c^- 
kagoe,  Mr.  Waiuwright,  in  a  most  excellent  manner. 
In  the  first  there  were  slight  symptoms  of 'phlebitia^  but 
which  required  active  treatment  to  allay.  In  the 
aecond  ease  the  symptoms  of  phlebitis  were  more  aeute, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  patient  was  saved. 
In  the  third  case,  a  troublesome  ulcer  formed,  the 
variz  re>fomied,  and  the  operation  was  not  renewed. 
I  would  state  that  one  pin  only  was  applied  in  eaeb  of 
these  cases,  and  that  we  never  ventured  oa  this 
operation  again. 

In  the  year  1834  a  gentleman  requested  me  to  opeiate 

OB  hia  leg.    He  had  been  quartered  in  Dublin  witti  has 

iwgimenl,  and  had  consulted  an  eminent  surgeon.  Iheiw- 

lor  varicose  veins,  and  a  small  painftd  ulcer.    The 

-aiugeon  soggeetad  the  propriety  of  having  the  v«ln 

daatrofed  by  an  applicetioB  of  potaaaa  fuse.    Aa<»had 

never  seen  the  trsatment  adopted,  nor  did  I  atthe  time 

iuiowthatithad  been  tried,  I  put  the  pattest  ^  «l  I 

'^ettcmdd.    On consMering Jhe  irfhjec^  1  thomlr  lo 


Ihvduralily  of  the  priaetple,  lhatI*det«Blaed  la  givs 
the  plan  a  trial  the  first  opportunity.    It  was  nol  long 
before  ahe  presented  itself,  as  In  the  month  of  August, 
18dt,  a  eook  applied  to  me  for  aa^old  uloer  depeadeaC 
'te  varicose  veins,  Whose  case  I  will  relale,  as  it  wiH 
suffice  to  show  the  manner  In  which  the  eaustie  km 
been  applied  by  dm,  and  wiU  show  also^lhe  usual  eoune 
III  thatveataseat  of  these  eases, 
-  Mary  Jackion^agedSS,  acoofc,offUlhabitofhodf, 
has  been  aSiemd  with  varicose  veins  for  seventeen  or 
eighteen  yeafs^-  and  during  the  last  eight  years  hat 
MlTeredfifom  a  pmnfu!  ulcer  above  the  inner  ankle. 
This  ulcer  has  been  healed  two  or  three  times  during  that 
period;  it  frequently  confines  her  to  bed^  and  renders 
her  very  inactive  and  unfit  for  her  work.    The  ulcer  is 
about  the  size  of  a  crownrpiece ;  the  skin  surrounding 
it  is  inflamed  and  hard.    After  keeping  Jackson  in  bed 
for  two  days,  and  prescribing  low  diet,  I  emptied  the 
vena  saphena  by  railing  the  feet^  and  passing  my  hand 
ating  the  inside  af  the  leg.     A  piece '  of  adheaive 
plaster  on  leather,  with  an  aperture  in  it  Of  the  sixe  of 
a  shilling,  was  applied  over  4he  vein  an  the  inside,  and 
just  below  the  knee.    The  potassa  fosa  was  freely  rub- 
bed oa  that  part  of  the  integument  seen  within  the 
aperture  in  the  plaster,  until  it  assumed  a  dark«brown 
appearance.    A  warm  poultice  was  then  placed  over 
the  whole.    I  waa  pleased  to  find  that  the  patient  did 
not  appear  tasfiliar  much.    On  the  third  day  after  the 
applicatmn  the  dialension^f  (he  vein  subsided,  and  the 
character  of  the  ulcer  improved.    On  the  tenth  day  the 
slough  aaaie  away,  and  by  that  time  the  ulcer  began  la 
heal.     On  the  paMeal  assuming  the  erect  position,  a 
claater  of  veins  was  still  observable,  a  few  inches  aboui^ 
the  uleer.    The  caustic  was  applied  a  little  above  the 
cinstsr,  with  the  same  result  as  before.    The  disteasioa 
disappeared,  and  on  the  twelfth  day  the  slough  sepa- 
tated.    This  esesspeedilygot  wail,  and  two  yeanaAer^ 
ward^  on  my  euaminiag  tha  leg,  the  uleer  eonthraM 
qaile  weU»  and  the  vaiaa  appauad  osare  aihonsoeal«» 
that  is^  the  miaule-  hsaachei  warn  mora  ohservahia 
than  natural. 

la  dM  saw  aliaded  to  tiMn  was  no  untoward  symp« 
tomi  and  from  tha  rsauls  I  was  induced  to  persevere  ia 
the  phw,  and  have  aow  treated  upwards  of  forty  cases 
in  this  manner.  I  have-  generally  suoeeeded  in  healiug 
the  olcar  In  aa  nnnsnaUy  short,  tame.  My  only  applaOH 
tiaa  to  the  aloer  itself  haa  been  a  little  wet  Haft  ;aadi 
hase  abiewad  the  uloer  pro4aeed  by  the  sepaiatioa  U 
ibaslangb,  aad  the  OfighMi  aloer,  heal  about  the  auae 
tioM.  bktwa  easas^at.lha  tiuie  of  the  sepaiatioa  af 
the  aloaghst  hMssiM'shags  cmbb  joa.to.a  ooasiderahia 
esleat.  Ia  bath  iastaaoea  lhe.pallaBte  rafosed  to  ca*- 
fiaa  tlmrneelass  to  bed;  with  thsse  eaeeptioaa  I  aetar 
aiperieaaed  any  uafavaaiaUe  symptom.  Ia  oae  casa 
tha  oaasHc  was  appliad  ia  several  diffsreat  plaeee  beisca 
thepaliaatqaitoveeousnd.  lathiainsiaaoethe 
had  lailnd  fMttiwmn  fiiaaMMl  a 
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twcB^-tlirae  ytttn ;  Cha  nicer  bad  been  betled  eeferal 
timet  during  that  time,  bat  did  not.  remain  healed  for 
1^  month  together.  This  waa  decidedly  the  wont  eaae 
I  erer  treated  on  thii  plan,  U  is  now  nine  years  since 
the  caustic  waa  ^plied,  and  daring  the  whole  of  that 
yyigd  she  haa  continued  well  with  one  exception,  and 
thesy,  after  a  feiy  bard  day's  washing*  and  exposure 
t»  ofsld*  abe  bad  an  attack  of  erysipelas  in  the  leg, 
apkicb  teminated  in  abaccaa  and  nkersy  which  were 
Ifonblesome  to  heal.  After  a  lew  weeka'  perfect  reat 
she  got  well,  and  has  oonlinned  so.  The  varix  bad 
followed  a  severe  bum,  which  occvrred  when  she  was 
'fifteen  years  old. 

Hie  minimum  age  of  the  patients  attended  by  me 
«aa  H^i  the,  maximum  73,  Of  the  forty-three  caiea 
the  shortest  time  of  cure  was  nineteen  days ;  the  longest 
time  147. 

10>  were  cwad  in  a  period  averaging  from  20  to  30  days. 
15  ,,.  „  ^         30  to  40    „ 

•  M  M  40  to  50    „ 

2  „  ,,  50  to  60 

5  „  „  60  to  70 

1  n  ,,  70  to  80 

I  »  »  80  to  90    „ 

1 took  147    „ 

In  most  of  th^  cases  one  ef  char  has  been  sufficient. 
OecasionaUy  tiie  caustic  had  to  he  re-applied  in  conae- 
^fttence  of  the  slongfa  not  p^ctratiog  deep  enough,  so 
as  to  deitMiy  the  vein,  wbiebeaa  be  alwafs  ascertained 
by  the  patient's  riling,  from  bed*  In  aereral  cases  the 
eauftic  had  to  be  be  applied  in  men  tbaa  one  pUee, 
seldom  more  than  in  two  phMseSi  in  one  iaatance  in 
vine  places.  I  hate  met  with  one  eaae  only  tbat 
■bafled  this  means^  and  that  ocenrred  In  an  nid  man, 
irbo  bad  gloried  in  a  bad  leg  with  variooee  Teina  for 
flssny  jeai* ;  he  bad  travelled  the  nmnd  of  several 
heepitala,  and  I  sqspect  need  means  to  irriute  the 
<iiims,|pr  Invariably  when  it  was  about  to  cicatrine, 
I^fpradagseenWialomibpraseBtitMlf*  which  r^dly 
tiMW  baek««ralienipta»  This  nan  kit  the  kospical 
nncored. 

Of  the  eases  ennmecnled  tbera  erirted  n  laiger 
proportion  of  men  than  women)  they  vera  of 
varionsages,  froos  22  to  78 ;  the  statnn  was  generally 
auddle-sixedy  and  their  ocenpations  varied.  Of  these 
•aaee  oniy  ftv^  ratnmed  to  me  with  arecnmnee  of  the 
nleerfaadenlafgementof  the  vei%  and  then  not  until 
4rf^  n  lapse  «f  two  yean»  aad  in  one  inatanee  not  nntU 
nllar  the  ttpinlion  of  thrae  yeai%nltboagh  thsf  woe 
ittviriablyraqneMedteflttnfB»Hi«aaethe  Is^  beeanie 
again  aflbeted.  In  esMnI  inalMicii  I  liavn  had  the 
Beans  of  knowing  that  the  cnra  hia  niMined  good. 
Is  hospital  practice  ihera  la  conaiderahle  dHBcnlty  fai 
nOtining  a  knowledge  of  patients  after  ttu&f  leave  the 
iaelitation ;  nevertheless,  it  la  only  reasonable  to.  enp- 
-inae^  that  oat  of  thifty*fonr  caaes  treated  there  during 
rtdinaa  y«nffa»  nil  nf  whora  appeared  ploaaed  with 
their  recovery,  a  greater  number  than  five  would  I 


have  returned,  if  the  diaease  had  recurred.  A  foir 
weeks  sgo  a  man  (one  of  the  five  before  alluded  to,) 
applied  to  me  to  use  the  caustic  again;  he  had  been- 
under  my  care  two  years  ago.  He  stated  that  the  leg  had 
become  painful,  and  that  a  small  ulcer  had  formed 
above  the  inner  ankle.  On  examining  the  leg  I  found 
several  knots  of  reins,  and  the  ulcer  waa  looking 
irritable.  An  eschar  was  made  abore  the  highest  knot, 
when  the  distension  subsided,  the  pain  dissppeared^ 
and  the  ulcer  healed  quickly. 

Bat  supposing  that  this  mode  of  treatment  only 
acts  beneficially  for  two  or  three  years,  is  it  not^ 
superior  to  any  other?  It  is  free  from  danger; 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  healing  the  ulcers  ;'eren  those 
of  many  years'  existence  yield  to  it.  Sir  Everard 
Home  found  it  necessary  to  discontinue  tying  the 
reins,  and  Sir  B.  Brodie  and  othera  deprecate  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  vein.  The  application  of 
the  needles,  according  to  Phillips's  plan,  and  needle 
and  ligature  according  to  Velpeau's,  has  not  answered, 
without  occasionaUy  producing  inflammation  of  the 
veins,  and  is  acknowledged  by  its  inreator  as  **  very 
painful,"  and  not  unattended  with  danger.  Sir  B. 
Brodie  acknowledges  the  inefficiency  of  his  mode  of 
dividing  the  vein,  and  with  Sir  A.  Cooper,  contented 
himself  with  using  palliatire  measures,— ^uch  aa  the 
elastic  stocking  and  bandages.  The  great  advantage 
of  the  caustic,  as  a  means  of  destroying  the  renii 
saphena,  over  erery  other  method,  is  the  safety  with> 
wiiicb  it  may  be  used,  the  facility  of  ita  application^ 
and  comparatire  eaae  to  the  patient.  When  neceesary 
it  can  be  re-applied,  and  this  too,  in  several  parte  o^ 
the  rein's  course.  Cases  in  which  there  existed  great 
pain  frem  inflammation  of  the  ulcer  and  indonted 
integument,  after  the  application  of  the  caustic  became 
easy  and  healthy. 

Mr.  Mayo  published  a  case  in  1834,  in  which  he 
cured  a  varicose  state  of  the  veina  in  the  leg  by  the 
application  .of  caustic  inues.  Sir  B.  Brodie  alio 
mentions  baring  applied  the  caustic  potass  in  a  case 
without  any  bad  symptoms;  he  does  not  state  why^ 
he  discontinued  ita  use.  And  M.  Bonnet,  furgeon  to 
the  Hotel  Dieu,  Lyons,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  naiqg 
tiie  kali  with  great  success.  The  rules  he  gives  for 
its  application  are  aa  follows  :^ 

1.  Many  portions  of  caustic  must  be  applied  on  the 
course  of  the  dilated  rein,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three 
inches. 

2.  The  application  should  not  be  madcj,  except  in 
those  parts  of  the  veina  wiiich  corre^ond  to  the 
muscles.  The  only  places  where  it  abould  be  applied 
are  on  the  superior  half  of  the  1^,  and  inferior  half  of 
the  thigh. 

3.  The  oauatic  muat  be  applied  at  least  twice  at  the 
same  points,  in  order  to  reach  the  vein.  This  suppoeen 
that  it  ia  necessary,  in  order  to  pbliterate  the  veins» 
to  reach  and  open  them  with  the  cavstic.    In  no  case- 
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-after  Ihe  first  application,  which  only  dettroyt  the 

-tkiat  and  a  little  cellular  tinae,  has  the  flow  of  hlood 

heea  found  to  oeaae  in  the  Teina ;   and   they  are 

oercr  foond  conreiti^  into  a  hard  cord,  impermeahle 

to  tfie  hlood.    It  IB  only  after  being  opened  that  these 

chnsfet  ocenr.    M,  Bonnet  has  not  even  once  seen 

-It  tendency  in  the  inflammation  to  propagate  itself 

along  the  conne  of  tiie  veins,  althoqgh  three  or  four 

applications  of  the  potass  had  been  made  on  different 

parte  of  their  course,  and  in  the  greater  number  had 

opened  their  cavity;  the  inflammation  was,  therefore^' 

•in  all  these  cases,  limited  by  the  bands  of  adhesion, 

and  perfectly  circumscribed.     These   results  prove 

that  destroying  the  veins  with  caustic  potass  does  not 

aspose  the  patient  to  tha  danger  of  phlebitii^  *'  and," 

m^a  M»  Bonaety   "finding  every-day  proofs  of  the 

innocaaca  of  this  Bsmedy,  I  bow  take  no  other  precan- 

Ifaaa  that  of  eoafiaing  my  petiento  to  bed." 

It  is  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  snigeons 
whether  it  were  better  to  make  a  sufllciently  deep 
eschar  on  the  first  application  of  the  caustic,  so  as  to 
destroy  the  vein,  or  to  apply  it  a  second  time,  as  recom- 
mended by  M.  Bonnet.    I  have  found  it  necessary  in  a 
few  instances  to  apply  the  caustic  a  second  time,  but  in 
n  "^r^ry  large  minority  of  them  the  eschar  was  sufli- 
'  ciently  deep  by  the  first  application  to  destroy  the  vein, 
indicated  by  its  beroming  converted  into  a  hard  cord- 
like  sahetaaee.    Wheaever  I  found  the  vein  contianing 
pervionab  which  is  denoted  by  its  continued  distension, 
I  re-applied  the  caustic.    I  have  only  found  it  requisite 
In  ten  cases  to  use  the  caustic,  as  recommended  by  M. 
Bonnet,  at  several  parts  of  the  vein ;  in  five  of  these  it 
was  necessary  to  use  it  in  two  places ;  in  two  it  was 
-applied  in  four  places  j  in  two  in  three  places ;  and  in 
one  in  nine  places,    I  do  not  advise  its  sppUcation  at 
intervals  of  two  or  three  inches  at  several  parts  of  the 
vein,  as  adu^ted  by  M.  Bonnet.    Where  the  first  appli- 
cation is  saflMdent  to  take  in  the  vein,  it  is  nsnaUy 
ioand  sufficient  for  the  care.    It  may  he  leqnisite  to 
apply  it  ia  move  thaa  one  place,  but  this  forms  the 
dception  to  the  rale.    When  the  slough  comes  away, 
a  healthy  ulcer  is  left,  which  usually  heals  by  the 
simplest  means»  and  generally  at  the  same  tine  with 
Ihe  original  ulcer. 


ON   THE   PHYSIOLOGICAL  ACTION   OP 
INHALED  iBTHER. 


By  J.  Blaol,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Blanehestsr 

Un^on  Hospital. 

The  nmirkable^  snd,  we  may  now  say»  the  popular, 
admlnstration  of  sBther,  by  inhalation,  for  produeiog 
insenttbility  to  pain,  during  surgical  operations,  snd 

-some  idiopsthic  afflictions  of  the  body,  hss  been  put  to 
a  very  general  trial  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  result, 
accor^ng  to  ihe  numerons  reports,  hu  been,  in  the  great 
m^ority  of  eases,  declared  sattslhctoiy,  and  in  many 

'eases  so  successful,  that  the  proesm  has  been  pronoonesd 


in  sevsfai  qoailsrs,  as  the  disss^aiy  of  discoreries  ef  the 
ninetsenlh  eentary,  and  as  oae  of  the  gieatast  Idsniagt 
to  snibring  huaiaBity.  It  is  trne  that  some  essss  hera 
hsea  repoilsd  ansntessifnl,  aad  a  fcw  others  have  besn 
eaadldly  rspresenled  as  either  iital  in  the  result, 
or  foUowsd  by  injurious  eflVds. 

Amidst  all  these  generally  fhvonrable  and  exeeptionable 
reports,  although  mostly  given  with  practical  detail,  I 
have,  as  yet,  seen  no  sdentifie  solntioa  of  the  msdbit 
operandi  of  this  novel  application  of  ssflier  on  the  amssal 
and  sentient  organism,  and  sesnsly  aay  8ttem|it  at'  a 
rationale  of  the  process.  8onte  havestaled  that  the  pby«' 
Biological' action  is  daiMtie;  othen  ssdallve ;  while  the 
mi^wlty  of  those  who  have  tonshed  the  question^  havo 
cempersd  Hie  iflUits  of  inhaled  ssihec  with  those  of 
iatoxiealieit  from  alcoholic  liquois,  or  the  Indian  heo^. 

Afler  eo  mneh  pmetiesl  ezperienee  of  the  visible 
efibets  of  this  remarkable  process,  it  may  not  be  eoa- 
siderfd  prematare  now  to  eiamine  some  of  the  eisea 
tisl  conditions  of  the  question,  to  sse  whether  we  can 
approach  to  any  fair  physiologieal  solntioQ  of  it. 

In  the  first  plsll  we  have  Hie  ehessical  sabstaaesb 
rectified  sniphnrie  csther,  kmg  known  and  used  ia 
medical  practice  as  a  qniek  diffiisible  stimnlant  and 
antispassBodiei  It  is  a  coaipoiind  of  carbon,  oaygen,  and 
hydrogen,  and  has  a  speciflc  gravity  of  0.750  at  40*,  and 
0.716  at  60*,  according  to  Dumas  and  Brands.  What  is 
its  more  peculiar  property  is  the  denaty  of  its  vapour, 
bsing  at  the  mean  prennre  and  tempemtore,  as  2.56  lo 
ahr,asnl.  The  elastic  force  of  its  vspoor  is  snolher 
property  of  most  importsnt  eonsideration,  being  at  54*, 
Fahrenheit -103  inches  of  mereury,  at  64Pal5,  and 
at  96*a30  Inches,  gfadaelly  inciaasing  in  teasioB*  tiU 
at  iW  it  has  a  issse  of  MOi  aoaoidiag  to  DeUaa; 
it,  msfeovar,  boils  uader  a  preesote  of  30  inchsi^  sS 
W,raii«Bllsit 

LetasBOKteiasiiae  the  eoaditioM  of  the  snbjcetive 
part  of  the  theoiami  ihe  saimal  htngs  and  body,  to  sse 
if  there  is  any  physiologieal  path  for  us  safely  to  follow. 
The  human  hody  has  a  ^mperstare,  virying  f^om  98P 
to  100*,  and  we  may  consider  the  langs,  immedhHeiy 
aflier  expiration,  to  be  about  either  of  these  tempeiatarss. 
The  temperature  of  the  mther  inhaled  has  been  st  various 
degrees,  from  what  is  eallsd  lempetnte,  ap  to  75^.  On 
this  dtflbrSBee  of  temperalare  depsad  grsatiy  the  phy« 
sicil  and  other  eflbets  of  the  ssther  vspoar  an  the  tiaaa 
of  the  hMg%  sad  its  altimale  foeoa  on  ths  ssntiso^  bnia. 
Aeeevdlag  to  Dr.  Snow,  air,  satarated  with  the  vapour, 
at  54^  contains  about  one  third  of  its  bulk  of  vapour, aad 
at  75*  it  contains  mors  thsn  one  half.  The  simple  rssult 
then  of  inhaling  this  vspour,  at  whatsver  degree  of 
saturation,  will  be  to  increase  its  ehwtic  force  or  exeea* 
trie  pressure,  from  15  to  30  indies  of  ssereury,  if  it 
is  Inhaled  at  a  temperature  of  64^.  If  taken  at  75*,  at  the 
foil  point  of  satatation,  the  praeiieal  iupieass  of  ehuitia 
force  wlU  not  be  fmy  maeh  Ism.  Thsie  eaa  be  Beeoa. 
dtasatloa  of  this  vapsar  ia  the  longs,  Ibr  even  if  imbilMd 
ia  a  Hqaftdemsb  the  hett  ef  the  body,  at  98*,  woald 
soea  threw  it  iaia  vapoa^  tiuu  tempemtore  beiag  iu 
betting  psinl»  which  isa  very  carioas  cohtddence. 

Prsm  these  eoaditioas^  etoentrie  pressnrs  mnst  ha, 
with  giaater  or  loss  force,  made  oa  the  air*esUs  of  that 
laagi;  it  msy  bs  hassfdous  to  cakabta  the  ii 


lf§ 


NtminVE  ENBMATA. 


tetitmMtlwgnit.    Tht  qatMiOB  now  ii,  «pon  vtot  I     PninMr  GbriilisM  JMattoas  two  eMit  when  iahalm- 

lioo  «f  Mlphiiric  ntli«rprodiiedlt^ia««»fn<An>ittiB|^ 
IclliMfy  for  thirty-«x  hoan,  with  Jwpwnlno  df  ipiiltr 
•nd  lowneff  of  palie ;  and  io  tho  other  apoplexj  for  aoiBr 
hoart,  and  the  pema  wovU  ha?e  perulted  had  h«  not 
been  diaeorared:    Brande  appeait  no  fhrtlMr  aeqnalnlnA 


tiaMO  ia  thia  faaraawd  olailio  praaanm  txpandod  to 
piodnco  tho  phanomana  of  tUh^HMoikm,  aowng  wbiah» 
inaenalbilily  to^pbyaieal  pain  and  adMng  ia  tho  aoal 
conapienoos  T  la  it  c1ii«fly  or  aolaljr  throngh  tho  cbannol 
of  tho  blood-fOMob  or  the  Dorroa  of  the  lnnga»  that  thU 


eiaggorated  proaanro  or  irritalSon  ia  eonvosrod  to  tha   with  iU  phyilokigltiBl  efhoU  than  thai  *«tt 


iemtorimm  eammmu  /  for  il  appaait  that  tho  phfriobfioal 
cHaMi  ia  theio  eiplodad. 

To  aolTo*  in  aont  approziaMiivo  mannar,  thia  point, 
and  to  aaa  how  for  tho  kw  of  awrfoawoiti  nisht  bo  oa»» 
€«Md  in  tho  ficatpaii  of  tho  pwmaib  I  inefoaod*  at  tho 
coanww  toaiparatofo,  aomo  loetifiid  sthor,  in  a  pioao  of 
fotamly  kilM  laaib'a  aonU  imaatino,  which.  aHaa  boiof 
firaiy  aaenrad  and  aaado  porfoetly  tight,  by  ligatore,  waa 
found  to  woigh  4wo  diacbaM,  inrlnding  tlio  €ontanta» 


which  only  flUod  ono  half  of  tho  entity  to  allow  of  tflco^  with  laboiiooa  bfeatfahig,  oangoation  of  tho  eyoa^ 


aafooipanaion.  Urn  Iktla  aae  of  sther  waa,  with  tho 
aaaiataneo  of  Mr.  Hallaworth*  apothecary  of  tho  Union 
Heapital,  immeraad  and  kept  down  in  a  taaaal,  oontain- 
isf  nbont  ns  onneoa  of  blood,  ir4ky  drawn  horn  a 
iMah^  adnlt»  and  whkh  waa  plaoad  in  nnother  voaiai 


of  wntar»  kept  at  tha  tasporatnro  of  IW  FahranhaiL ,  that  of  tho  meaaMric  trance.     This  appeaia  to  be  tho 


Tho  aac  of  nthor  waa  f ontly  kept  nndec  tho  anrfaco  of 
thia  blood  by  a  atiff  feather,  wiihonl  agilnUon,  and  bei^g 
withdrawn  after  ten  annntei^  waa  waabad  clear  of  blood, 
and  cooled  down  to  ita  tenperatBre  before  iamaraion^ 
whoa  it  waa  fonnd  to  have  ioat  fifteen  gaalo%  or  abont 
on»«ighth  of  ita  foraMr  weight.  Thia  Icea  waa  entirety 
of  the  ttther,  far  tho  gnt*4neabfano  waa  the  aanM  aa 
bofoffo;  it  waa  atiU  tight  to  liquid  »th«,  and  theaafoio 
the  loee  nmal  have  been  by  dwoawaae  thrangh  tho  gpt* 

pericHBt  amnllcd  atronglf  of  calher. 

*Thia  mdo  and  ataiplo  wperinMnt  aMy  bo  tahei^  for  aa 
arach  aa  it  ia  worthy  b«t  I  canaot  help  oaniidiPng  hm 
Tcry  aMch  conntonancing  tho  view,  indopendent  of  a 
j»nert  probability  or  leaaoning,  that  the  vaponr  of  aihor, 
thiongb  tho  olaatie  prannio  which  it  osierlc»  paamaatae 
tha«ttllaofthoair*oeU8  of  tho  Innga.  boconee  abeetbed 
by  tho  bleed  Mnenta,  ia  thence  ocoveyed  diveeay  to 
the  heart,  and  ao  qniakly  carried  in  a  direet  etooaai  to 
thobram.  All thianiay ho deoota ieaathanten aaoondi^ 
aecoiding  to  tho  oxporinMnta  of  Mr.  Bkko  on  the 
ttanaaiiiainn  of  poiaona  by  the  blood*veaaola.  After  the 
▼aponr  vaacbea  tho  bfood  onrrenl»  ita  daaiie  praaMro  ia 
atiU  kept  ap,  if  not  increaaed,  by  tho  heat  of  tho  heart 
a«d  other  internal  tiaanea.  Tbb  adfontitiona  foreo  will 
at  nMMt,  only  inereaae  the  reaction  of  tho  central  oigan, 
airf  diitend,  bm:o  or  leas,  the  daatic  calibrea  of  tho 
eibreni  voHala;  bnt  when  the  diatending  agent  reachea 
the  brain  in  the  enrront  of  the  cironlatioa,  thia  daatie 
forao  aaeata  with  a  connter  pleasure  in  tho  reaiating  caae 
oTthecalvariom;  iutenaion  wiU  thaiofoio  becoine  in- 
creaaed, and  the  eonooqaeoee  will  bo,  the  cerebial  maaa 
will  aufihr  prannga^  oven  lo  paralyais  of  aomo  of  ita 
fiinetiona.  Thia  adfcntilioua  preamo  being,  howeror, 
oacaaioned  by  daatic  vapour,  and  not  by  ftuids,  however 
attenuated  they  nuy  be,  aa  akobol,  it  aMy  not,  and  doea 
not  aaeaa  in  gooanl  lo  lead  to  any  aeiioua  or  peraaanapt 
laafon ;  in  moat  easea  the  brain  aeon  beeomca  relieved 
by  tho  diaponhm  of  tho  vary  peraNatfaig  vapour  thioogh- 
art  tha  thuma,  if  not  by  ite  decompoatiouy 


radk&ftiblo  apcciev  bf  intoxiGatioB  When  ita  vapour  ia 
reaplred,  ndied  with  air*" 

It  ia  nnnioemafy  to  advert  much  to  the  actual  phe- 
noaania  that  occur  after  Inhalation,  aa  corroborma^g  tho 
viowa  of  eicontric  preaaure  and  diatention  obuioing  in  tho 
heart  and  blood-veaaela,  with  more  or  lem  corretpondlng 
irritation.  We  witness,  where  the  procem  haa  beeo 
auccaaafnl,  frequency  and  softness  of  the  pulse,  eweUinff 
and  genoi^  fahiem  of  the  vsasala  of  tho  noak,  heed,  and 


and  dttetation  of  tho  pupMa.    It  would 
many  caaea,  while  there  eeemed  to  bo  porfoet  ii 
biKty  to  pain,  and  a  auapcnsion  of  all  volunlaiy 
meota,  yet  a  conscioosneN  of  tho  aurronndhig  ob|«eta  and 
operations  remained,  rendering  this  state  very  similar  to 


moat  difficult  part  of  tho  qneation  to  eolve,  and  requirea 
the  nmet  refined  analysia  for  explanaiion. 

Not  to  leave  the  sohilioa  of  this  veiy  intereetiog  point 
altogether  unattempted,  might  not  the  partial  dislocation 
of  nervous  fonetlon  be  ooeasioned  by  the  newly  imbibod 
prefoure  on  reii^ioff  tho  enciB|dmlen,  bemg  at  trat  and 
for  a  lime,  eipended  on  the  base  of  the  bndn,  wMch  ia 
oMiu  iUNnaliately  In  oonliGl  or  eonnaetion  with  tho  art#> 
riea  fhatoonvoy  tho  Mood  difselly  foem  the  heart.  Thw 
seMUry  gaaglia  era  heiu  also  more  enduvvely  kNUled,  and 
wUI  ftret  enflbr  suapeneion  of  their  functions;  bnt  if  th» 
blood  haa  taken  up  an  undue  charge  of  the  olaatie  vapour* 
or  if  inhalation  bo  continued  too  long,  or  if  theaubjaetie 
of  foatde  raaiatance,  the  whofo  parte  aad  Ibnctioua  of  the 
brain  will  anflbr,  and  enervatiou,  apopleiy,  or  death, 
may  follow. 

'Without  intruding  farther  upon  your  oohonns  at 
pi  seat,  I  have  only  to  say,  thai  m  the  whafo  aub- 
joctfo  AdI  of  faMoieat,  it  ia  vary  daswablo  to  withdmw 
it  aa  anah  aa  poaslble  trem  tho  domain  of  ^paeulatiott* 
ato  ihat  of  aelenco»  and  if  tho  fow  obaaivationa  whidL 
havu  hare  been  made  lend  to  provoke  noma  mora 
east  and  oporimental  reaaarchm  on  thiaengroaalnganb^ 
joct,  tho  writer  will  feel  gratified  to  aeo  tho  physiology  of 
tho  nmtter  placod  upon  a  mosu  eatlafoetoiy  basis  than  it 
is  at  psessnt.  - 

Mancheater,  Marsh  15, 1847. 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  NUTRITIVE 

ENEMATA. 

By  KamiicK  Watson,  Eaq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Stourport. 

Hie  following  caaee  may  perhapa  be  intareeting  ta 
aoBO  of  the  junior  membere  of  the  profcaaion  an 
Aavinf  the  oonfidenoe  which  may  bo  placed  ia 
enemaa  in  those  caaee,  in  which  either  from  eevern 
iiyuriea  of  the  throat  or  fauoca  the  power  of  swallowing;^ 
la  loo^  or  on  account  of  IrritabiUty  or  evhanation  the 
njocts  wimtevur  la  awidlowcd.    I  aa  veiy: 


vtU  «me  Oms  tMn  u  noutDg  aeic  ia  uMe.  mctj 
bQt  I  am.tmaiuati  thai  lifo  naj.be  frH^^Uj  pfiK 
l«med  by  the  itel^  mem  wlueh  w«pe.ii«Hl  in  UiMk  . 


Cass  I. 

■  ■  ■  »  aged  40y  was.in  tbe  ionrth  montb  of  her 
pngD/mqt.  Sba  has  had  seven  children  bom  at  thf 
faU  period  and  abortion  has  taken  place  qpon  lereril^ 
occasions.  Once  or  twice  after  the  ezpakion  of  the 
]ilacenta  she  has  suffered  frpm  profuse,  hisiiiorrhafet 
and  her  life  has  been  saved  with  difficolty.  Th^ 
abortions  have  likewise  been  attended  by  profuse  dis- 
charges. When  psegnant,  she  has  always  been  sppre- 
hensiTe  that  she  should  die  from  flooding  when  she, 
was  detirered. 

Ifpon  tbe  10th  of  Jsnnaiyt  1847,  she  travelled  fo;  «, 
short  distanee  upon  a  roogh  road^whiclisbe  complained, 
made  her  lisel  very  nncon^fortabk^  and  upon  the 
night  of  the  12th  she  was  very  much  slaraed  by  (be 
appeanmee  of  hsmorrbage  froos  the  vagina.  ls%w 
lier  at  noon,  a  few  onnces  of  blood  had  been  discharge 
perhaps  aboat  foor,  but  it  had  ceased.  It  was  evident 
frofli  the  state  of  the  os  uteri  that  abortion  would  take 
place,  aad  the  usual  precautions  as  to  posture  sad 
temperature  were  had  recourse  to.  As  she  had  a  violent 
cough,  a  few  grains  of  .hemlock  and  Dover's  powder 
were  directed  to  be  taken  at  night,  and  a  solution 
of  Epsom  nits  in  infusion  of  roses  in  the  morning. 

No  material  change  took  plaoe  until  the  23rd,  when 
about  ntee  at  night  a  eonsidenible  discharge  took 
place.  I  immediately  plugged  the  vagdaut  applied  iea 
cztemallr,  and  gave  her  a  dees  of  erget  of  rye.  <  She 
began  to  yawn  frequently,  and  shortly  aftervardsitjhr 
pidse  ceased  at  the  wrist*  Brandy  waa  freely  adminis- 
tered with  ammouia  and  opium ;  but  the  pulse  veiy 
shortly  became  imperceptible,  though  during  the  spoeer 
of  an  hour  it  revived  a  little  occasiooaUy  from  the  sttBM- 
las  of  the  brandy.  Warm  bottles  were  applied  to  tbe 
extremities  sud  to  the  epigastric  region,  and  mnatard 
plMers  to  the  fiset  and  cardiac  r^gien.  The  heads 
aad  arms  were  deadly  cold ;  there  was  no  polso«at 
the  wrist)  the  carotids  bsat  firmly,  and  tbe  braia 
ratained  ita  integrity  except  for  a  few  minutes,  when 
she  complained  of  being  deaf.  About  thia  time  alight 
uterine  paina  oecurred,  followed  by  vomitings  tbe 
plugs  were  forced  lh>m  the  vagina,  and  the  fmtus  aad 
aeeundines  expelled.  A  pint  of  mOk,  in  which  so 
ounce  of  isingiam  was  dissolved,  wss  injected,  and 
directed  to  be  repeated  every  six  hours.  The  anodyne 
was  repeated. 

About  three  o'clock  she  began  to  vomit,  and  from 
this  time  till  nine  on  the  night  of  the  24th  nothing 
risBDained  upon  the  stomach,  and  there  was  no  pulse  at 
tbe  wrist  during  the  whole  of  these  eighteen  hours. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cole,  of  Bewdley,  who 
kindly  assisled  me  in  the  treatment  of  the  cascr-it  was 
ptofuead  la  hvm  rseonrse  to  transfusion,  but  the 
obieetioBB  of  the  patient  were  ao  decided  that  it  waa 
consMeved  that  the  alarm  might  be  imntedlately  ImIbI 
sober. 

AboBt  three  o'doek  vomiting  again  ImA  place,  and 
from  tUt time  the  stomaoh  retained  no  ooocisbmenti 
tke  ii|}Mions  west  well  retained  and  isiis  regiimly 


repeated.  .  xae  natural  warmtn  graausuy  out  regujany 
returned,  and  an  effervescing  draught  reasained  apoa , 
her  sUMuach,  and  then  a  tea-spoonful  of  brandy,  and 
ducing  the  night  three  spoonfuls  of  beef-tea* 

In  the  morning  the  pulse  could  be  counted,  about 
130«  She  continued  to  take  nourishment,  the  iijectiona 
jmM0  continued,-t*sometimes  of  broth,  at  others  isin* 
gjass  an4  niXk ;  her  pulse  became  regular,  an4  she 
graduslly  recovered. 

Casb  II. 

'  •  Aon  Randal,  aged  70,  after  having  made  .thiee  pce^ 
'^OHS  altempte  at  self-destruction,  cut  her  throat  mik 
a  rsaor  open  the  16th  of  April.  The  oe  byoidea  waa 
separated  from  the  larynx ;  there  waa  no  large  vessel: 
divided,  and  the  patient  was  in  a  quiet  numageaUo. 
estate.  Two  stitchea  were  passed  through  the  integn* 
^meots,  and  the  chin  fixed  in  a  proper  position.  Tba 
dischaiige  of  ssHva  from  the  wound  was  so  great  that, 
no  dressing  could  be  retained,  and  the  dischaige  wn 
removed  lirom  time  to  tioM  by  a  sponge.  ^ 

As  the  had  quite  loot  the  power  of  swalk>wing,  a 
pint  of  milk  was  conveyed  into  the  stomsch  tbroughi 
an  elastie  tube,  and  an  eoesBa,  containing  an  ounco  of 
isinglsss,  dissolved  in  a  pint  of  mttk,  was  directed  to  bo 
injected  every  eight  hours. 

The  nest  day  she  objected  so  Jnry  much  to  the 
pessing  of  tbe  elsstic  tube  that  I  detemoified  to  try 
bow  long  she  eould  be  supported  by  enemas,  and  from- 
that  day^  until  the  16th  day  of  May,  she  never  swal- 
lowed a  morsel  or  dvep  of  any  deecriptlon,  nnlem  it 
was  saliva ;  on  that  day  she  swallowed  a  little  mllk». 
which  was  dsfly  increased,  but  sHII  she  cootloned  ta 
depend  principally  upon  enemas,  as  a  means  of  support* 
for  several  weeks.  No  union  took  place  between  the 
lips  of  the  wound,  aad  it  granulated  so  very  slowly  that 
ahe  continoed  under  treatment  untU  the  26th  of  July. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period  her  genersi  health 
continued  good*  Tbe  enemas  occasioned  no  irrita- 
tion, and  oceasfoaally  it  was  necessary  to  gift  aa 
aperient  enema.  In  case  the  bowel  should  boiosso 
urriuble,  an  injection  of  starch  and  opium  waadlrosled 
to  be  used. 

Stompoit,  February,  1847.* 


CASE  OF   FALSE  POTIL. 

TO  TBB  SDJTOa  OF  THB   PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL   AND 

SraOICAL   lOOKNAL. 
SiK, 

The  accompanying  case  occurring  at  Soutfiam 
Infirmary,  sppears  to  me  to  be  of  some  interest  in 
reference  to  the  physiology  of  the  iris,  with  which,' 
notwithstanding  alt  that  hss  been  done,  we  are  hardly 
yet  sufficiently  acqaainted.  Should  yon  think  It  Hkely 
to  gratify  your  readers,  it  Is  much  at  your  service. 

lam,  Sir, 

-    Yours  tnily, 
HENRY'ItlLEY  SMITH. 


Martha  i* ,  aged  13,  admitted  Feb.  22nd,  1847. 

The  light  eye  presenU  the  following  appearanceat-^ 
The  pupil  ia  not  correctly  ciruular,  seeming  as  if 


leo  roisoNiNo  by  thb  TmcruRA  fbrri  sESQUiCHLORror. 


flattened  on  iti  superior  niaiY>n,  but  its  form  to  • 
certain  extent  varies  with  tbe  degree  of  dilatation.  The 
pnpil  contracfts  under  the  influence  of  light,  although 
more  sloggtsbly  than  in  the  healthy  eye;  it  expands 
freely  on  the  application  of  belladonna. 

At  the  upper  part  of  its  ciliary  circnniference  the 
iris  is  detached,  forming  a  fain  jmpil,  which,  whe^ 
most  dilated,  is  in  length  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch* 
^  a  fringed  irregular  form,  resembling  the  opening 
made  when  a  curtain- is  partially  torn  down.  This 
fiidse  pupil  varies  much  in  sine,  being  scarcely  observ- 
able when  the  natural  pupil  is  dilated,  but  enlarging 
when  the  natural  pnpil  contracts.  The  false  pupil  is 
«lso,  though  not  to  a  great  extentp  affected  by  tbe 
application  of  belladonna. 

When  the  natural  pupil  is  covered  as  much  as 
fKWsible,  and  the  upper  eyelid  rsised,  light  can  be 
discerned  through  the  fidse  pupil. 

The  vision  of  the  right  eye  is  nearly  lost,  so  that  she 
can  rarely  distinguish  the  bars  of  tlie  window,  and  on 
beiog  shown  a  book  printed  in  laige  type  can  make 
out  only  a  number  of  black  spots.  No  opacity  is 
discernible  in  or  behind  the  lens.  On  using  the  cat>^ 
optrical  test,  the  three  images  are  seen.  Has  no  pain, 
ocular  spectra,  nor  muscn  volitantes. 

This  state  is  the  result  of  a  blow  from  a  stone  thrown 
tit  her  when  an  infant.  She  has  bad  no  useful  vision 
nince,  and  lately  the  obscurity  has,  she  thinks,  increased. 

There  is  strabismus  convergens  of  the  right  eye.  Tlie 
left  eye  is  healthy ;  the  iris  is  of  the  same  colour  as  that 
cf  tbe  right,  and  the  eye  being  opened  or  closed  pro- 
duces no  effect  on  the  opposite  eye. 


CASE    OF    POISONING    BY   THE   TINCTURA 
FERRI  SESQUICHLORIDI. 

TO  THK  BDITOR  OF  THS  PROVINCIAL   MBDIOAL   AND 

SUaOlCAL  JOURNAL. 
tSiR, 

I  know  of  only  one  recorded  case  in  which  an 
accident  precisely  similar  to  that  which  I  am  about 
to  relate  has  happened  ;  and  as  in  that  one  the  result 
was  different,  I  think  you  may  consider  the  following 
worthy  of  insertion  in  your  valuable  Journal. 

Yours  ever  faithfully, 
THOMAS  EDWARD  AMYOT, 

M.R.C.S.L,  &c. 
Diss,  Norfolk,  March  13, 1847. 


Mrs. 


— ,  a  young  and  healthy  married  lady, 
swallowed  one  drachm  and  a  half  of  the  tincture  of  muri- 
ate of  iron,  in  mistake  for  a  common  aperient  draught, 
which  was  standing  on  the  same  table,  on  the  morning 
of  December  15tb,  1846.  I  should  observe  that  she  had 
Uken  an  aperient  pill  on  the  preceding  evening,  which, 
together  with  the  draught,  was  ordered  for  a  slight 
mumpy  inflammatte  from  which  she  was  suffering. 
Immediately  after  swallowing  the  tincture  she  threw 
back  tbe  greater  portion  of  it,  and  violent  retching  con- 
tinued for  some  time.  An  emetic,  and  warm  milk,sugar, 
and  water,  were  shortly  afterwards  given,  but  owing 
.10  tbe  great  swelling  of  the  glottis,  but  a  small  quantity 


of  then  wu  awaUowed*  and  their 

fore  ineo$MuMd,    Viofoat  ntehiiK 

especially  oa  attenptiag  lo   Mrallofr^  fciuiid  at 

intervals. 

Mistura  Cret»  was  given  with  a  view  of  nentraking 
tbe  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid  in  the  tinctnn,  and 
of  converting  some  portion  of  the  salt  of  iron  Into  dM 
less  active  earbpnate,  but  probably  none  of  it  readied 
the  stomach.  Leeches  were  next  applied  to  the  throaty 
and  mustard  poultices  to  the  stomach  and  betweea 
the  breasts,  with  relief  to  the  symptoms.  Heat  and 
dryness  of  the  throat,  and  pricking  sensation  along 
the  course  of  the  oesophagus  and  stomach  continued, 
however,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  quantity  of  dark 
grumous  blood  wss  vomited.  The  bowels  had  acted' 
twice  in  the  day,  (probably  from  the  aperient  pill,) 
but  the  motions  were  not  seen.  A  dose  of  Liquor 
Opii  sedativus  was  given  at  night,  and  the  patieAt 
had  some  sleep. 

December  i6th«  Symptoms  much  as  yeatcfday; 
pulse  100  to  110,  irritable ;  tongue  alimy  and  brown 
towards  the  root.  A  laige  motion,  knotty,  black,  and 
with  much  mucus.  Continue  chalk,  soda  water,  milk 
food,  mucilaginous  drinks,  and  opiate  at  night.  The 
vomiting  continues.    Scarcely  anything  swallowed. 

17th.  Not  much  sleep  last  night;  retching  and 
tenesmus  to-day,  but  no  motion  ;  catamenia  appeared ; 
pulse  the  same ;  tongue  a  little  cleaner.  Repeat  the 
opiate  if  necessary. 

18th  and  19th.  Symptoms  much  the  same;  on  the 
19lb,  however,  the  patient  was  much  troubled  with 
cough,  and  expectoration  of  clear  frothy  mucus.  A 
mustard  poaltice  was  applied  to  the  course  of  the 
trachea  and  cesophagus;  and  the  bowels  having  been 
but  very  slightly  moved  on  the  18th,  with  a  knotty 
and  dark  motion,  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  was  used  as 
an  enema,  and  produced  four  motions,  the  last  of 
which  was  loose,  plentiful,  bilious,  and  nntinged  by 
iron.  During  the  last  two  nights  the  patient  has  slept 
but  little. 

3l8t.  Since  the  last  report  no  unfavourable  symptom 
has  taken  place ;  occasional  injections  of  castor  oil 
have  been  resorted  to,  and  the  diet  has  been  most 
strictly  limited  to  arrowroot,  sago,  milk,  broth,  and 
light  farinaceous  puddings.  To-day  a  few  oystere  were 
allowed.  My  reasons  for  insisting  on  this  strict 
observance  of  diet  will  be  understood  by  any  one  who 
will  read  Christison's  case. 

January  15th,  1847.  All  has  been  going  on  well, 
and  the  patient  may  be  considered  quite  recovered. 
Two  days  since  a  little  blood  was  seen  in  a  motion, 
but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  it  proceeded  from 
haemorrhoids. 

March  13th.  Quite  well. 

Jtamriis.— The  case  nentioBed  by  Chrietiicm  aad 
quoted  by  Beck,  was  that  of  a  gardener,  vhoawalloved 
exactly  the  same  dose  of  the  same  preparation  as  la 
the  above  instance,  bat  he  seems  to  bate  relaiaed  it 
for  a  longer  time  on  the  stomach.  In  three  weeks  ho 
ratnmed  to  his  worii,  bat  ia  two  weeks  nwio  ho 
beeame  emadaied,  cadaveroaa,  aaihred  from  paio 
aad  eoffjesassf,  aad  died  six  woeks  after  awallwiag 
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Oe  tiactiire.  It  is  stated  that  remedies  wert  aplplied, 
bfit  tbeir  natiire  is  not  mentlmied.  The  pylonis  was 
found  ^  greatly  thickened  with  a  deatrised  patch,  three 
faiches  loni^  and  two  broad,  and  another  hurge  inflamed 
spot." 

Nov  although  Chrbdson  mentions  tbiy  tinctare  as 
n  «JoiM#  ^oiien,  it  is  not  spoken  of  in  any  of  the 
poison  charts  I  hare  seen,  and  the  only  direetion  as  to 
treatment  I  have  met  with  is  in  Pereiras's  **  iMateria 
Medica,"  where  **  iht  mum  ti»  for  the  mmiral  acidi" 
k  advised.  (I  should  say  that  I  hare  not  Mr.  Taylor's 
bodtnthnnd.) 

fcl  besides  the  treatment  applicable  to  poisoning 
by  the  minenl  acids,  vie,  the  administration  of  chalk, 
magnesia,  the  cnrbonated  alkalies,  milk,  white  of  egg, 
Ac,  Ae  symptoms  abovtt  related  seem  imperatively 
to  can  for  the  long  continuance  of  mild  diet,  the 
itpcaled  use  of  castor  oil  enemata,  and  great  watchfol- 
ness  of  Um  case  Ibr  at  kast  a  month  or  six  weeksj  or 
in  other  woids,  #As  ditpfuitiim  to  obitmate  eo&thmmm, 
SSM  Isty  ^fUr  theptti^mU  Memt  eommitteent,  and  the 
prsprsst  iifi^wmm^titn  and  Mietration  in  the  pylorus 
five  or  oisB  woeit  ifier  the  poimm  hoe  been  ewattoited, 
ehouidbe  well  home  in  mind, 

I  should  have  observed,  that  in  the  case  of  the 
bdy  detailed  above,  the  caUosenia  appeared  before 
their  proper  time,  and  were  possibly  hastened  on  by 
the  iron;  and  that  owing  to  their  presence  and  to  the 
black  cokMtf  of  the  motaoos,  it  was  not  easy  to  say 
whether  any  Uood  came  from  the  bowels.  I  thmh 
Acre  was  some  in  the  first  evacuations* 

[Mr*  Vqrior  mentions  a  case  reported  to  the 
Westflsinster  Medical  Society,  in  November,  1842, 
where  n  gM,  aged  15,  five  months  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy, swallowed  an  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  muriate 
of  Iron  in  fbur  doses  In  one  day,  for  the  purpose  of 
indndnf  abortion.  Great  irritation  of  the  whole  uri- 
nary system  followed,  but  this  was  speedily  removed, 
and  she  recovered.— £o.] 


ON  SIMPI^B  ACUTK  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 

MEMBRANES  OF  THE  BRAIN  IN  INFANTS. 

By  J}r,  RnxiBT,  of  Geneva. 

(TremdeteiforthePfOifineiei  Medicai  and  Sufgieal  Joumai,) 

(ConUnued  from  foge  153  ) 

MOBBiD  ArraimAncES  in  otbbb  oboams. 

Spinal  Mgrrom.^^lho  inflamnuitlon  sometimes  ex. 
tenda  firom  the  membranea  of  the  brain  to  those  of  the 
qptnal  cord.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  in 
tko  casea  of  antopey  whieh  we  have  at  our  disposal, 
the  examination  of  this  part  has  been  exceptional. 
[The  aatlior  reltvs  the  reader  for  information  on  this 
pointy  to  Ma  ^TnM  de  Maladies  dea  Enfans,"  t.  i., 

p.  am} 

Ihoraeie  and  Ahdcmwal  ar^an*.— The  most  import- 
aat  fad  which  is  elicited  by  the  examination  of 
tfiese  ogans  in  cases  of  true  meningitis  is,  that  tuber- 
oles  are  never  met  with,  although  they  are  uni- 
Tcrsally  present  In  neningitls  of  the-  bMe.    Thus^  in 


seTsnteen  autopsies,  we  did  not  once  meet  with  them. 
The  same  fact  appears  from  the  analysis  ot  the 
eases  reported  by  Senn,  whose  observations  are  the 
'more  valuable,  as  the  results  are  given  without 
any  pre-coneeired  idea  of  the  nature  or  pathological 
'relations  of  the  disease.  We  therefore  consider  it 
justiflabIB  to  propound  the  pathological  law,— fAiyf 
general  meningitis,  and  wuningitis  of  ihs  convexity  qf 
the  brain f  attacks  onhf  non-'inbereulous  subjects ;  while 
ii^kanmation  of  the  base,  trithout  co-incident  affection 
of  the  membrane  of  the  ventricles,  is  exclusively  a  disease 
of  the  tuberculous  habit,, 

.  This  law  is  true  in  the  majority  of  cases;  but  an 
Ihere  is  no  absolute  law  in  patliology,  so  we  may 
possibly  meet  with  some  few  exceptions.  It  may 
happen,  for  instance,  that  infiammation  is  excited  ifk 
a  tuberculous  subjeot  by  mechanical  injury,  purulent 
absorption,  fro.,  and  that  in  such  a  case  -  it  assumes 
the  characters  of  true  meningitis  j  but  we  are  convinced 
that  if  inflammation  arises  spontaneously  in  the  tuber- 
onlous  sut^ect,  it  will  attack  the  base  of  the  brain ;  in' 
the  non-tubereulous,  its  convexity,  or  the  entiro 
periphery  of  the  brain. 

III.  Stmptoiis. 

As  the  symptoms  which  are  manifested  by  the 
nervous  system  are  the  most  important  at  all  periods 
of  infancy,  we  shall  make  them  our  first  considere- 
tion. 

JECeadaehe  is  a  constant  and*  early  symptom  io 
children  above  the  age  of  two  or  three  years ;  below 
that  age  it  is  often  absent,  especially  in  the  secondary 
forms  of  the  disease.  This  symptom  either  sets  ii» 
simultaneously  with  the  fever  and  vomitiDg,  or  precedes 
these  by  a  day  or  two.  It  is  confined  to  the  front,  and 
of  great  intensity,  much  greater  than  either  in  typhoid 
fever,  or  the  tubereular  affection  of  the  brain.  Its 
duration  is  variable,  but  seldom'  beyond  the  third  day. 

Intelligenee,-^Th9  distarbance  of  the  inteliigenee 
is  also  an  early  symptom,  and  is  never  wanting, 
whether  the  inflammation  be  primary  or  secondary^ 
or  at  any  age.  In  children  of  four  or  five  yean, 
disorder  of  the  mental  faculties  precedes  the  lesions  of 
motility;  the  reverse  is  the  ease  in  young  infants^ 
The  mental  disturbanoe  is  usually  first  manifested  in 
an  appearance  of  anxiety  and  inquietude.  The  child 
cannct  rest,  but  changes  its  position  unceasingly.  II 
either  refuses  to  answer  quesUons  altdgether,  or  it* 
replies  are  short  and  peevish.  Subsequently  delirium 
of  a  violent  kind  ensues.  In  some  oases,  chiefly  in 
vsry  young  infants,  somnolence  or  coma  precedea 
the  agitation,  but  most  commonly  the  coma  follows  the 
delirium,  or  alternates  with  it  As  the  disease  pro- 
gresses the  torpor  predominates. 

Disorders  of  MotiUty,'^'T\io  most  common  of  this 
group  of  symptoms  are  convulsions.  In  young  infants 
they  are  frequently  the  earliest  in  the  series,  and  are 
then  severe  and  repeated.  In  six  infants  of  from  four 
months  to  tuo  years  of  age,— in  three,  convulsions  were 
the  first  symptoms;  in  two,  they  appeared  at  a  later 
period;  in  one,  six  days  before  death.  In  older 
children   convulsions   are   seldom    observed    at   the 
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'eoniiMDcmiieot,  batareooiiiiiioiilj  wUiiMied  Mroortlnrto 
dftjs  before  deatb,  or  are  tbe  immedttle  preewsots  of 
diublatioii.  They  are  more  ooBmonlf  ptttfal  tkan 
general,  and  are  not  ao  unintermpled  in  their  iNtboenlon 
as  {b  yottnger  rabjects. 

Other  diiorders  of  the  motor  fanctlons  replaotf  cea- 
vnltfons  when  these  are  absent,  or  saeoeed  lo  them 
when  they  disappear.  Thas  fn  some  eases,  Tigidhy  of 
the  limbs  is  noticed  during  the  first  or  second  *^ay ;'' 
in  others,  a  more  or  less  perfect  hessiplegim  oeenrs. 
Some  of  these  phenomena,  snch  as  rigidHy  of  the  ttflinir,' 
with  drawing  backward  of  the  head,  are  prol>ably  to 
be  referred  to  an  extension  of  the  inflammation  in 
the  membranes  of  the  cord.  -   <»  * 

OryanM  of  5 efue.'— Intolerance  of  light  and  nMse 
exists  from  the  commencement.  At  a  more  adraneed 
stage  there  is  strabismus  and  contracted  popil;  still 
later  the  papil  is  largely  dilated  and  insensible. 

CouA/enonce.— In  t^e  commencement  of  the  diseSM, 
the  face  is  alternately  flnshed  and  pale;  it  then  bears 
an  expression  of  haggard  anxiety,  or  of  dolness  it^d 
stupidity.  The  child  appears  to  fix  its  gsse  for  a  few 
momenis  upon  some  object,  and  then  relapses  into  a 
Taoant  stare. 

Ctreu/oliofi.— There  is  always  mere  or  less  febrile 
disturbance ;  the  pulse  is  quick,  and  the  surface  hot. 
Occasionally  there  is  an  appearance  of  remlttence  hi 
the  ferer,  with  concomitant  Tariation  in  the  pulse. 
In  general,  a  finctuation  in  the  pulse  is  a  constant 
symptom.  [The  author  admits  that  he  wants  moni 
information  on  the  characters  of  the  pulse  in  the 
cerebral  diseases  of  children.  He  might  hare  found 
much  that  he  requires  in  English  works  on  these  afl^sc- 
lions,  especially  in  those  of  Cheyne  and  Abercrombie.] 

JBtetpiration, — ^The  respiration  is  generally  irregular, 
and  sighing.    In  some  cases  it  is  very  rapid. 

Digegtion.^'Ii  is  seldom  that  Tomiting  is  absent  id 

primary  meningitis  of  children  above  the  age  of  four 

years.    This  symptom  generally  appears  on  the  first 

or  second  day,  and  is  spontaneous  and  frequent    In 

some  cases  it  continues  without  respite  till  the  dese 

of  the  disease.     In  younger  children,  and  in  some 

oases  of  secondary  meningitis,    Tomiting  is  absent. 

Constipation  is  a  common  symptom,  but  it  is  neither  so 

common  nor  so  obstinate  as  in  the  tubercular  form  of 

the  disease.    As  death  approaches  the  belly  becomes 

retracted. 

iTo  be  continued,) 

QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,   BIRMINGHAM. 


CLINICAL  REPORTS  OF  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OP  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESQ. 

By  PsTKA  HiNCKXB  BiAD,  onc  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 
{CotUmiud  from  page  154.) 
Cask  XXVI. 

CATARACT. 

^William  Stephenson,  aged  63,  iron.roUer,  admitted 
April  16  b,  1846,  into  the  Queen's  Hospital,  under  the 


t  oarvbf  Mr.  tenia  C«4C.  HaatalsallMlthesiikibf  the 
left  nye  haa  bMn  lost  for  neariy  two  years,  and  that  of 
the  right  esfia  tan  wvebl.  The  tiglrt  left  them  bath  by 
dogT«es ;  wM  vaiy  good  previously.  Haa  always  boea  a 
healthy  maiL 

Preeent  SuOej^the  lens  of  die  left  eya  praaeots  a 
dull  grey  colour,  marbled  with  amber,  is  of  snail  tiae, 
and  convex ;  the  margin  of  the  pupil  forma  a  Maddah, 
not  qo^te  circular,  ring  round  it ;  tiiat  of  the  right  eye 
is  of  a  dull-grey  glistening  ooloar,  wifli  streaks  npon 
it ;  it  is  also  small,  and  appears  eottns ;  ptt|pll  aa  ia 
the  other  eye.  He  can  see  the  lights  of  the  windows 
in  the  ward,  but  cannot  diatlognlsh  the  bars  hetveen 
them,  while  objects  appear  misty  $  cannot  see  his  hands 
without  they  are  placed  in  the  light;  ean  see  theaa 
better  when  placed  on  one  side  of  the  eye ;  can  seethe 
blase  of  a  candle,  which  appears  misty,  hoi  cannot  sea 
the  candlestick ;  ean  distinguish  black  ftom  white.    He 

'  complains  of  no  pain  in  the  head  or  eyes;  goBacal 
health  good. 

Ordered  to  have  the  extract  of  belladonna  applied 
round  the  eyes  in  order  to  dilate  the  papll. 

May  9th.  Since  last  report  he  has  had  the  belladonna 
regularly  applied,  but  has  experienced  no  relief  from 
it;  the  pupil  is  very  slightly  dilated. 

Ordered  to  have  the  following  lotion  dropped  Into 
his  eyes :— R.  Extr.  BelladoB.,  gr.  ▼.;  Aqttt,  os.  j. 
M.  Fiat  Lotlo. 

16th.  The  drops  have  been  applied  regularly,  hut  the 
dilatation  of  the  pupil  is  soareelyif       all  increased. 

33nl.  Has  continued  the  use  of  the  drops;  the 
dilatation  of  the  pnpU  is  slightly  Incmased ;  however, 
he  sees  no  better. 

June  lOih.  The  extract  of  belladonna  haa  been 
assiduously  applied  round  the  orbits,  and  the  use  of 
the  drops  has  been  persisted  in,  but  with  no  appamit 
Improvement  to  the  sight,  or  increased  dilatation  of  tfaa 

« 

pupil. 

July  12th.  It  was  the  Intention  of  Mr.  Cox  to  have 
operated  this  morning,  but  the  weather  is  at  present 
so  exceedingly  warm  that  it  was  thought  proper  to  defer 
it  for  a  short  time. 

August  dth.  Mr.  Cox  operated  this  morning  In  the 
following  manner  :«-The  patient  being  plaoed  In  the 
recumbent  poeltlon  on  the  operating  table,  the  eye>lNdl 
being  held  steady  by  an  assistant,  the  left  eye  waa  first 
operated  on.  The  needle  was  introduced  through  the 
sclerotic,  about  a  line  and  a  half  from  the  margin  of 
the  cornea,  and  directed  into  the  posterior  chamber  of 
the  eye,  immediately  behind  the  lens,  so  aa  to  l>e 
visible  through  the  pupil,  lacerating  the  eapsnle^  and 
depressing  the  cataract ;  the  eye  was  slightly  opened 
and  the  patient  stated  he  could  see.  The  right  eye  was 
operated  on  in  the  same  manner,  immediately  after  tlia 
left.  The  anterior  surface  of  the  lens  had  eontracted 
adhesions  with  the  uvea,  which  were  broken  down ;  the 
eyelid  was  also  elevated,  and  ttw  patient  declared  he 
could  see. 

Oidersd  to  be  carried  and  put  to  bed;  lo  be  kept 
in  the  dark  and  quiet;  to  have  also  a  compress  6f 
linen,  damped  with  a  cold  lotion,  applied  on  each  eye. 
He  bore  the  aferation  nmarfcahly  wdL 


aUlBN'^  HOSnTAU  mUHNOHAM. 


Its 


H— « 


6  pjB.  CoBiplAlst  of  pain  In  U19  •je^f  ttftoUlljr  in 
llMlelt 

6ita.  CoBipiains  of  grett  pain,  deicribed  as  iharp^ 
•hooting,  in  fhe  right  oye^  extending  to  the  hMk  of 
the  heed;  alio  of  pain  In  the  left  070,  more  levere  ' 
than  yeeteid^s  toagne  ftirred;  palte  rather  qaich, 

7th*  There  Is  a  great  deal  of  inflammation  in  the 
Tight  eye, hot  tho pain  is  not  so  severe;  no  piUn  hi  thiT 
left  ^e ;  ean  eee  weU  with  it,  bat  not  so  with  the  right 

10th.  Hat  had  an  attach  of  Ae  English  eholara, 
vhloh  Is  now  xmy  prevalent;  it  was  soon  oheeked  by 
Jlist  CM«,  with  Tinct.  Opii.  Feels  to  day  qaite 
oomfovtable ;  bowele  comfortable.  Continne  the  cold 
«pp]leations. 

14th.  Can  see  quite  well  with  the  left  eye,  which  Is, 
however,  rather  weak;  the  oonjanctiTa  of  Uie  right 
«ya  is  still  inflamed;  can  see  bat  very  litUe  with  It. 
To  keep  the  room  rather  lighter.  Bowels  comfortable; 
sleeps  welL 

18th.  Sight  of  the  left  eye  stronger,  macb  improred 
by  the  aid  of  convex  glasses;  the  conjunctiTa  of  the 
right  eye  is  still  inflamed;  he  can  see  bat  very  little 
with  it,  as  the  lens  has  come  forwards,  and  occupied 
the  place  of  the  popll ;  health  good. 

Sept.  1st  Sight  of  the  left  eye  Improved,  that  of  the 
right  ono  mnch  the  same ;  health  veiy  good. 

The  capsulo-lenticular  cataract,  of  wbic^  the  above 
case  presents  an  instance,  is  generally  of  large  size, 
and  it  Is  therefore  the  opinion  of  Beer,*  that  the  liquor 
If  orgagnl  In  an  altered  sUte  may  likewise  often  con- 
(ribatr.  It  Is  by  no  means  uncommon,  and  it  Is 
attended  with  the  following  characteristic  symptoms  :— 
The  colour  of  the  opacity  close  to  the  uvea  is  partly 
chalk  white,  partty  Hke  mother  of  pearl,  and  In  many 
«asea  both  theee  ooloors  can  be  distinctly  seen  disposed 
«na  o««r  the  other;  that  of  mother  of  pearl,  however, 
behig  always  moat  soperfldat  In  this  case  It  was 
marbled  with  an  amber  colour.  Exposing  of  the  eye 
to  the  moot  vivid  light  soaroely  causes  any  motion  ot 
the  iris»  but  the  pupil  is  circolar,  without  any  angles  in 
it  After  the  application  of  belladonna  the  pnpil  is 
long  in  returning  to  its  former  diameter.  In  this  case 
the  pnpil  formed  a  line  round  the  cataract,  and  could 
not  be  dilated  by  the  constant  application  of  belladonna. 
It  is  not  unfreqoently  the  consequence  of  a  slow 
Inflammatoiy  process  in  the  iris,  the  lens,  and  its 
capsule. 

Old  age  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  predisposing 
cansea  of  cataract,  tnasmuch  as  the  disease  is  of  most 
frequent  occurrence  in  advanced  life.  Of  600  cataract 
patienu,  treated  by  FaMni,  968  wetw  males,  and  233 
females;  and  the  ages  of  these  individuals  were  as 
follovs:— 

,  From  1  to  10  years    .....      14 
»ii  -ao    » 16 

»  21  „  30 18 

.,  SI  »  40     „       18  ' 

» 41  »,  flO    „ 51 

„  51  M  60     „       102 

M  61  „  70    „       172 

III  71  and  upwards     ....  169 

500 
— 


Betr  aasents  to  the  general  correctness  of  this  -opinioa* 
Tha  oataiMt  af  old  people  generally  attacks  both 
eyes,  within  the  period  of  a  few  months.  In  this  aata 
moee  than  a  year  elapsed  before  the  other  eya  was 


la  donbtlnl  cases  the  nature  of  this '  aflbotion  is 
^ometimaa  aluoidated  by  its  history.  Cataract  forms 
wii^at  any  uneasiness  in  the  eye  or  head,  or  any 
dist^rbanoe  to  the  health;  glaucoma  and  amaurosis 
are  often  preceded  and  accompanied  by  various  uneaij 
sensations  and  fnaetlonal  disorder. 

It  was  the  doatrine  o(  Wenzel,  that  persons  frequently 
egposed  to  strong  fires,  and  above  the  age  of  forty, 
were  more  liable  to  cataracts  than  other  individuals. 
The  preceding  case  seems  to  corroborate  this  opinion, 
for  from  the  nature  of  his  occupation,  the  patient  was 
much  exposed  to  the  strong  fires  of  the  worlcs.  It 
Is  {lametimes  observed  to  be  hereditary.  In  the 
IVwiJictal  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  August 
i9Ui,  1846,  an  instance  is  related.  In  wliich  it  occurred 
in  the  males  of  three  generations. 

The  operation  is  now  regarded  as  the  only- means  of 
afibrding  any  rational  hope  of  restoring  the  eye-sight 
of  patients  afllicted  with  cataracts.  Speaking  of  gen- 
uine cataract,  Mr.  Lawrence^  .delivers  his  belief  that 
no  external  or  internal  medicine,  with  which  we  are  at 
present  acquainted,  can  alter  the  oondition  of  the 
opaque  lens  and  capsule.  Dr.  M ackenzief  believes  that 
most  of  the  alledged  cures  have,  in  all  probability, 
been  either  instances  of  mere  fibrinous  eflfhsion  on  the 
surface  of  the  capsule,  or  else  cases  of  ruptured  cap- 
sule, in  which  the  removal  of  the  opaque  lens  has  been 
effected  by  the  solvent  power  of  the  aqueous  humour  ; 
while  on  other  occasions  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted 
that  no  affection  of  the  lens  or  its  capsule  existed,  but 
that  glaucoma,  with  iucipient  amaurosis,  was  mistaken 
for  cataract,  and  submitted  to  certain  modes  of  treat- 
ment, which  not  unfreqnenlly  prove  efllcaeious  in 
restoring  to  a  certain  degree  the  sensibility  of  tha 
retina. 

Tbe  concurrent  testimony  of  almost  all  writers  upon 
the  subject  tends  to  prove  that  the  restoration  to  sight 
has  sometimes  been  effected  in  the  most  hopeless  cases, 
I  therefore  side  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Lucas^  that  in 
all  doubtful  cases,  an  operation  should  be  tried  as  a 
remedy  by  no  means  violent  or  hazardous.  When 
there  are  oataneU  in  both  eyea,  some  authors  are  of 
opinion  that  there  ia  no  reason  why  one  should  not  be 
operated  on  Immediately  after  the  other.  If  division  of 
the  cataract  is  the  operation  to  be  performed,  Dr. 
Mackenzie  approves  of  operating  on  both  eyes  at  the 
same  time;  if  extraction,  then  he  deems  it  best  to 
await  the  result  of  tbe  operation  on  one  eye  before 
touching  the  other.  In  this  case  one  was  operated  on 
hnmediatoly  after  the  other. 

According  to  Beer,  when  the  cataract  is  very  firm, 
or  moderately  so,  both  depression  and  reel! nation  can 
only  be  a  palliative  remedy,  for  he  says  that  none  of 
these  cataracto,  after  the  operation,  can  be  dissolved 
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and  absorbed,  bat  mast  remain  in  the  eye  as  a  foreign 
inorganlzed  bodj.  He  also  states  tbat  he  has  earefolljr 
examined  the  eyes  of  persons  a/ier  death,  on  whom 
depression  or  reclioation  had  been  practised,  in  some 
instances,  more  than  two  years  preTiously;  hot  fn 
almost  all  the  exsmples,  the  lens  was  fbnnd  firm  and 
nndiseolTed,  Or  at  most  only  diminished,  with  or  withoQt 
its  capsnle.  He  saw  an  instance  in  whioh  a  eatanot 
rose  again  after  it  had  been  depressed  thirty  years' 
preTiously ;  when  extracted  it  was  foand  to  be  almost 
ossified.  In  old  persons  absorption  is  exceedingly 
languid,  and  the  lens  oAen  rery  hard.  We  know,  how. 
eTer,  from  the  obsef?ations  of  an  infinite  nnmber  of 
the  highest  anthorities  in  surgery,  that  if  In  addition  to 
reclination  and  depression,  the  cataract  is  broken 
piecemeal,  this  is  not  the  case,  but  that  they  are  soon 
absorbed. 

Too  much  should  nerer  be  attempted  to  be  done  at 
one  time  in  any  mode  of  coaching,  for  its  repetition 
may  be  safely  and  adrantageonsly  be  pat  into  pnetice 
again  and  again.  Mr.  Hey*  states  that  he  coached  one 
eye  seren  times  before  perfect  success  was  obtained.  A 
bolder  use  of  the  coaching  needle  is  sometimes  made 
than  the  delicate  structure  of  the  eye  warrants ;  when 
this  is  done,  the  structure  of  the  eye  is  sometimes  so 
impaired,  and  the  consequent  inflammation  so  violent, 
that  the  restoration  to  sight  is  utterly  prevented. 
Keclination  is  to  be  preferred  when,  together  with  the 
objections  to  extraction,  the  surgeon  has  to  deal  With  a 
f^Uy-formed,  very  Aortf,  lenticular^  or  capmlo'leniiatlarf 
cataract,  or,  with  a  case  of  the  latter  kind,  complioated 
with  partial  adhesions  to  the  uvea. 

When  the  cataract  is  partially  adherent  to  the  uvea. 
Beer  recommends  an  endeavour  to  be  first  made  with 
the  edge  of  the  needle,  (which  is  to  be  introduced  fiat 
between  the  eataract  and  the  nvea,  above  and  below  the 
adhesions,)  to  separate  the  adherent  parts  before  the 
attempt  at  reclination  is  made. 

*  **  Practical  Observations  on  Surgery.** 
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A  lamentable  instance  of  negleet  and  conse- 
quent loss  of  life,  in  which  the  names  of  some 
medical  practitioners  are  mixed  up,  has  lately 
occurred  at  Birkenhead.  The  snfferer  wss  a 
poor  woman  in  child-birth,  and  the  case  became 
the  subject  of  inquiry  before  the  Coroner's 
Court.  An  account  of  the  inquest  has  been 
published  in  one  of  the  Lirerpool  papers, 
headed  ^'  Alleged  Misconduct  of  the  Faculty  in 
Birkenhead,"  from  which  it  would  seem  that 
sereral  medical  gentlemen  had  been  applied  to 
and  that  two  had  seen  the  unfortunate  woman,  bat 
had  declined  undertaking  the  charge  of  the  case 
gratuitonsly.  One  of  these  gentlemen  aakee* 
quently  coneented  to  aet  on  promise  of  payment> 
and  on  findlngthat  the  case  wasa  dlfilcnlt  one,  pro* 
cured  also  the  assistance  of  another  practitioner^ 


(Mr.  StoTenson,)  by  whom,  after  a  consuls 
tation,  the  poor  woman  was  delirered.  The 
child  was  born  dead,  but  the  mother  appeared 
to  be  doing  well.  Delirium,  howerer,  shewed 
itself  on  the  following  morning,  reourriog  at 
intervals,  and  in  a  few  days  the  patient  sank. 
The  following  verdict  wm  returned  by  tha 
jury  :~**  That  the  deceased  died  from  puerperal 
mania,  or  child-birth ;  b«t  the  jury  cannot  sepa- 
rate without  expressing  their  regret  that  move^ 
prompt  and  efilcient  aid  was  not  rendered  by 
the  medical  men  in  attandance  on  the  deoeaaed  ; 
at  the  same  time  they  beg  ta  thank  Mr. 
Stevenson  for  his  prompt  attention  to  the 
deceased  when  called  upon  to  do  so." 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  gentleman  who 
consented  to  take  charge  of  the  ease  called 
in  the  evening,  and  again  on  the  morning  after 
delivery,  but  not  receiving  the  promised  pajrment 
declined  farther  attendance. 

We  have  no  intention  of  discussing  the  con- 
duct of  the  medical  men  who  stand  implicatad 
with  this  proceeding.  We  have  not  the  means  of 
knowing  how  far  the  published  statement  in 
correct^  and  judging  from  the  animus  shown 
in  the  selection  of  the  heading  prefixed,  we  are 
not  disposed  to  place  much  reliance  upon  it; 
at  the  same  time  we  would  not  be  understood  to 
screen  the  medical  men  from  the  consequencea 
of  the  non-fulfilment  of  the  moral  obligation 
which  lies  upon  them  to  assist  a  suffering  fellow- 
creature  to  the  extent  of  their  power. 

The  occurrence,  however,  is  an  instractive  a» 
well  as  a  distressing  one,  and  there  are  other 
parties  who  may  derive  a  lesson,  and  may 
merit  reproof,  to  the  full  as  mach  as  the  medienl 
practitioners  whose  names  are  called  in  qnestioD. 
The  poor  woman  it  seems  fell  a  rlctim  to  the 
consequences  of  a  natural  proeessi  requiring 
the  assistance  of  a  professional  man,  not  on 
the  moment  be  it  observed,  but  of  the  necessity 
for  which  she  and  her  friends  must  have 
been  cognizant  for  months,  and  yet  no  pro* 
vision  for  obtaining  each  assistance  is  made 
beforehand,  and  the  medical  man,  whose  time  is- 
his  estate,  and  his  exercise  of  his  professional- 
calling  his  means  of  subsistence*  is  expected  to^ 
give  that  relief  immedietely  when  demanded> 
and  censured  by  the  public  for  non*eomplianoe. 
We  should  be  glad  to  know  on  what  groonds^  aa 
far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  he  is  answerable 
to  the  demand  on  his  time,  or'  amenable  to  the 
reproof  so  liberally  bestowed?  Why  is  he  to 
be  publicly  reproved  far  not  bestowing  his  guinea 
in  the  exercise  of  his  calling  any  more  than  any 
individual  juryinan^  or  other  persooi  who  might 
have  the  means  at  hia  disposal,  for  not  himself' 
handing  out  the  fee,  and  thiu  bespeaking  aad 
requiting  the  eerrlee  partened. 


I 
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L«i  the  dieiinitaiioM«f  tlM  case  be  ohaag ed, 
and  oUiers  vnhappiljr  in  thhi  day  of  fbr  |p*aater 
frequency  Bnbatituted,  and  let  the  inqaeat  be 
euppeaed  /or  one  moment  to  have  been  into  tbe 
eause  of  death  df  an  individual  or  a  family,  who 
may  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  want  of  the  com- 
mon aeeeMariea  of  life;  would  the  jury  venture  to 
teeord  •  regret  that  more  prompt  and  efficient 
aid  had  not  beea  rendered  by  any  baker  or  other 
proTinon  dealer,  at  whote  hands  relief  might 
have  been  sought,  or  would  the  account  have 
been  headed  in  a  public  newspaper  *' Alleged 
Misconduct  of  the  Provision  Merchants  of 
Birkenhead/'  or  of  Liverpool,  or  of  any  other 
plaee  in  which  such  an  unhappy  event  might 
have  oeeurred?  Would  they  not  rather  have 
lamented  that  the  parochial  or  borough  autho- 
rities— that  is,  the  public  authorities  —  the 
anthorities  to  the  support  of  which  the  public 
eontributes,  and  over  the  efficiency  of  which 
iSiey  have  the  right  of  control,  had  not  been  more 
vigilant  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned 
to  them.  We  deny  altogether  the  right  of 
juries  thus  to  censure  the  conduct  of  private 
ittdividnals,  or  to  dictate  the  scale  on  which 
their  benerolence  should  be  exercised,  and 
we  greatly  question  whether  there  was  one 
sndividaal  in  the  court  then  present,  the  medical 
men  excepted,  who  would  not  have  resented 
the  being  called  out  of  bed  to  give  hours 
4>f  attendance  in  a  case  requiring  assistance, 
for  which  previous  provision  should  have  been 
made,  to  say  nothing  of  contributing  his  guinea, 
or  the  equivalent  of  it,  on  the  s|M)t.  It  is  true 
we  find  them  liberal  of  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Stevensonj  for  the  gratuitous  exercise  of  his 
profeeaional  skill  and  attention  on  the  occasion, 
Imt  B^  expression  of  willingness  on  their  own 
part  to  oootribttte  any  portion  of  their  substance 
towards  diaring  with  Mr*  Stevenson  the  work 
of  benevolence  to  which  he  had  been  devoting 
his  valuable  time  and  his  professional  skill. 

Once  more,  we  are  desirous  that  the  tenor  and 

intent  of  the  prece^ng  observations  should  not 

be  miannderstood.    Uod  forbid  that  the  time 

ahoold  ever  arrive  when  the  medical  profession 

ia  not  open,  heart  and  hand,  to  the  call  of  the 

afflicted,  and  willing  to  afford   with  genuine 

disinterestedness,  all  the  aid  and  consolation-* 

professional  or  otherwise— in  their  power,  to 

-aoy  one  who  may  ask  it ;  but  let  not  the  public 

elaim  as  a  right  from  medical  practitioners, 

that  professional  assistance  which  it  is  the  duty 

of  tise  pnblie  themselves  to  see  shall  be  provided 

far  thoae  who  stand  in  need  of  it,  and  for  which 

it  io  equally  the  dvty  of  the  public  to  see  that 

4ho  profeosloBal  man  who  renderslt  is  equitably 

jaud  fiheraOjr  remanerated. 


Vimm^ 


An  JSfMy  on  the  Timgue  in  Puneiional  Jhrmigtmtnt  of 
the  Stomach  and  BoweU,  and  on  the  Jppropriate 
TVeatment,  Sfe.,  4rc.  By  Edward  Williams,  M.D., 
Can^b,,  Senior  Phyaician  to  the  Essex  and  Colchester 
HoapitaL  Second  Edition,  tiondon:  1646.  8vo. 
pp.  236. 

In  the  examination  of  patients,  under  wliatever  dis- 
ease tbey  may  be  suffering,  there  are  no  two  classes  of 
symptoms  more  generally  inquired  into  than  those  pre- 
sented by  the  pulse  and  the  tongue.  Yet  has  the 
former  of  these — the  pulse,  been  characterized  as  fal* 
laeiiima  res,  and  tbe  indications  afforded  by  the  lattery 
the  tongue,  are  anything  but  certain  or  well-defined.. 
It  is  true  that  there  are  a  few  prominent  characteristics 
presented,  by  the  tongue  in  varioua  diseases  which  are 
strongly  marked, — such  as  the  strawberry-tongue  of 
scarlet  fever,  the  thick  white  coating  presented  in  com- 
mon continued  fe^er,  and  the  brown,  dry,  and  tremu- 
lous state  of  the  organ  in  typhoid  and  irritative  fevers ; 
but  these  are  indications  of  a  general  state  rather  than 
of  any  precise  local  affection  or  derangement  of  the 
digestive  organs,  the  condition  of  which  the  tongue  has 
been  supposed  especially  to  point  out.  To  determine, 
therefore,  whether  the  commonly  received  opinions  as 
to  the  indications  afforded  by  the  tongue  in  cases  of 
gastro-intestinal  disease  are  correct,— whether  the 
appearances  presented  %by  the  tongue  can  in  any  case 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  character  or  type  of  the  local 
affection,  and  its  precise  seat,— is  highly  desirable,  and 
the  attempt  here  made  by  Dr.  Williams  to  accomplish 
this  object,  in  reference  to  functional  derangement  of 
the  stomach  and  intestinal  canal,  is  worthy  of  every 
commendation. 

It  must  have  occurred  to  every  observant  medical' 
practitioner,  to  notice  cases  of  urgent  dyspepsia  ia 
which  the  tongue  presents  little  or  no  deviation  from  tha 
state  of  health,  and  again  to  find  the  same  organ  foaf 
and  variously  coated  with  vitiated  muco-secretions 
without  any  corresponding  general  disease  or  local 
gastro-intestinal  affection.  The  indications  afforded  by 
tius  organ,  therefore,  are  no  more  singly  to  be  depended 
on,  than  are  those  afforded  by  the  pnlse.  This  is  only 
one  instance  among  many  others,  that  no  single 
symptom  or  class  of  symptoms,  however  useful  in 
directing  the  attention  towards  particular  organs  or 
conditions,  can  be  safely  trusted  as  pathognomonic  of 
disease.  An  examination  of  the  numerous  tables 
with  which  Dr.  Williams  has  Ulustrated  his  work, 
affords  ample  proof  of  the  justice  of  this  remark.  It  is 
only  then  by  the  numerical  method,  here  as  elsewhere, 
that  we  can  arrive  at  the  eomparative  value  of  any 
particular  character  or  symptom,  as  indicative  of  any 
special  condition.  No  one  chancier  it  would  ssent  is 
Tbe  awst  geaeml  nMy  be  oseasieaaUy 
the  dissMi  whiek  it  Is  prssaoMd  to  BMrk 
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actaally  eikti»    or  o^cMioaally  pntent   vIwa  tht 
norbid  cooditiiMi  iUtlf  does  not  ezitt. 

We  DOW  torn  to  tbo  muef  of  Ut.  WnUamf^-  to 
ascertain  tke  raanlti  at  which  he  has  arfired«  frooa  an 
examination  eondncted  on  these  principles,  of  the 
state  of  the  ^tongue  in  functional  derangement  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  The  work  is  dirided  into  three 
parts :— The  first  part  treats  of  the  tongue  of  gastric 
functional  derangement ;  the  second,  of  the  tongue  of 
intestinal  functional  derangement ;  the  third,  of.  the 
tongue  of  ofganic  change  of  the  lungs  and  heart. 

Prerionsly  to  referring  to  the  conclusions  dcawn 
from  the  tabulated  cases,  it  should  be  obserred  that 
the  author  attaches  great  importance  to  the  stale  of 
the  papill*.  On  a  review  of  his  caaes  he  fouai'that 
"  the  tongue  piesented  itself  under  two  principal  aspects, 
when  the  papillsB  were  dereloped,  and  when  they* were 
not  obsenrable."  Farther,  it  was  noticed,  **  that  when 
the  papills,  especially  the  filiform  and  tuberose,  were 
prominent  or  florid,  the  gastric  symptoms  were  the 
most  preralent ;" — "  that  the  stomach  was  especially 
affected  when  the  fiUform  or  tuberoae  papillm  were 
de?eIoped  \  hence  '  the  tongue  of  gastric  functional 
derangement,'  "  and,  again,  '*  that  disturbance  of  the 
intestinal  canal  was  accompanied  with  certain  appear- 
ances of  the  tongue,  the  papilln  not  being  obserrable, 
and  thus  originated  the  '  tongue's  aspect  in  functional 
derangement  of  the  intestines.' " 

In  the  sixth  chapter  we  find  described  the  appear- 
ances of  the  tongue  with  a  florid,  or  anemic,  oivi  a 
prominent  stale  of  the  papilim,  as  deduced  by 
"Dt,  Williams  from  the  tabulated  resoltsof  his  obaenra- 
tions :— 

**A  Florid  3)»ii^««.— A  florid  and  dean  state  of  the 
tongue,  the  papillm  being  florid,  anemic,  or  prominent, 
waa  attended  with  gastric  symptoms,  ai  pain,  nauses, 
▼omiting,  leldity,  and  flatulency ;  also  a  aenaation  of 
gnawing  or  faintness,  and  a  sinking  feii  at  the  pit  of 
tho  siaaach.  The  head  waa  but  slighlly  afl^seMd,  and 
then  only  oceaiioiially.  Fugitive  paina  were  espeeiaMy 
remarked,  with  an  erect  state  of  the  pyramidal  papillm. 

"When  the  tongue  waa  florid  and  furred,  gaaMe 
symptoms  iarariaUy  accompanied  a  florid  atala  of  the 
papfllm ;  headache  was  confined  solely  to  the  filiform 
papillm,  and  fugitive  pains  attended  the  prominent 
state  of  the  pyramidal  papillm. 

"Hie  tOQgue  being  florid,  furrad,  and  tremulousg 
showed  no  decided  symptoms,  excepting  with, the 
florid  filiform  papillae,  with  which  giddiness,  gastric 
pain,  andnaunea,  were  present,  fugitive  pains  solely 
accompanying  the  pyramidal  papillm. 

"  With  a  florid  and  tremulous  tongue,  head  and  gas- 
tric aymploms  were  felt  when  the  filiform  and  tuberose 
papiUss  were  florid.  The  head  and  gastric  pains  were 
Biove  acutely  complained  of  with  a  prominent  state 
of  the  pyramidal  papilln,  fbgitive  pains  solely  aeoom- 
panying  the  latter  papillm. 

"It  seems,,  therefofe,  thai  when  the  tongue  was 
ierid,a8  florid  aad  dean;  asfldridandfonrsAi  aaflerid* 
forred,  aad  tvsmidoas ;  at  florid  and  tramulMU^  the 
Mnflim  bdnr  flaiid.  anemic*  or  ■»«M>-*8i^nt-  A^  asalriB 


aeldr  Md  kiNriablf 
compldned  of,  with  the  liirthor  addition  of  fugitive 
pdns  when  the  pynunidal  piqpillm  were  ereot.'^ 

In  the  same  nsanner,  it  is  observed, "  that  when  the 
tongue  was  anemic,  as  anemic  and  clean ;  as  anemie» 
clean,  and  tremulous ;  as  anemic  and  furred ;  as  anemic, 
furred,  and  tremutons,  the  papiliss  being  florid,  anemic, 
or  pfoailneftt,.tbitt  gastric  pdn  or  irritability  was  dritfly 
coBpfaOaed  of,  the  ^liMd  synptiM  beiB«  siigti,  inA 
only  oocssionaily  Idt,  fn^ve  paias- atssnding  th^ 
promiaeaiBtateof  thepynmidnl  p^^iUsB,"-«Ml  "  tkat 
a  furred,  or  a  furred  and  tremuloua  tongue,  the  papillia 
being  florid  or  prominent,  not  anemic,  was  accompanied 
with  gastric  irriubility,  and  occasional  headache;, 
and  with  fugitive  pains,  the  pyramidal  papillm  being 
prominent." 

"The  tongue  being  tremulous,  the  papillm  bdng 
florid,  was  accompanied  aoldy  with  gastric  symptoms*. 
An  anemic  or  prominent  state  of  the  papUlie  not  being 
observable  under  such  lingual  aspect." 

The  preceding  quotations  will  afford  some  idea  of  the 

« 

manner  in  which  the  author  has  carried  out  his  objects 
After  the  same  manner  are  described  other  aspects  of  the 
tongue,  the  tabular  record  bdng  first  presented,  then 
the  numericd  summary,  and  lastly,  the  dednctioos ; 
some  observations  on  the  indications  of  treatment 
being  occasionally  appended.  How  far  the  more 
extended  experience  of  the  author,  and  the  observac 
tionsof  otheia  who  aay  take  ap  tfce  sabjee^  may  tead 
to  establish,  define,  or  asodiiy,  the  eondudOas  arritad 
at,  tiaie  will  show  best.  It  is  dnrioos  that  Dr.  Wafinms 
has  bestowed  no  ordinary  paina  in  the  obeervation  and 
recording  of  hn  facts,  while  by  throwing  them  into  a 
tabular  form,  and  indicating  the  results  dedudble  from 
them,  he  hss  made  them  readily  acceadble  lor  the  par* 
poses  of  study  and  comparison  to  all  who.nmy  led 
interested  in  the  sub>sot. 

We  bsfe  oaly  frurtker  to^obasffu  ia  eomaiiniing  tha 
worit  to  Iheceniidamttea  of  oar  wadsrs,  ikst  the  Jatga 
prial^  iaterspadag,  wide  esargies,  aad  odaadaaal  Maak 
pages,  however  refreddng  ia  these  dfeye  of  saldl  typa 
and  crowded  pages  to  the  wearied  eye,  are  periiape 
scarcely  what  the  nature  of  the  subject  cdled  for. 

|tooceeOta0Cf0Cj|oeiet<f#. 

.     SHEFFIELD   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

Ninth  Mestiag,  January  21st,  1S47. 
The  Prssident,  O.  TuaTOM,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Jackson  laid  on  the  tiMe  Hodgson's  Eagravlaca 
of  Diseases  of  the  Arteries,  in  which  waa  a  sketoh  of 
diseased  vdves,  very  much  resembttng  the  valvea  of  a 
heart  which  was  exhibited  at  one  of  the  early  meetings 
of  this  session,  and  reported  in  the  Jonrad;  also 
Freers'  work  ^  On  Aneurisnu* 

Mr.  Jamea  Taylor,  of  lUdgeway,  exhibltsd  a  trasi^ 
made  by  himself,  which  be  eonsidersd  aa  impiovameat 
oo  one  made  and  exhibited  by  him  to  the  Sode^  threa 
or  ftmr  years  ago.  The  laspiovsaieBt  asiisistad  ia  tka 
spird  spvlag  bdag  made  sartsali  aad  sfpUaafele  ta 
both  sidas  of  the  body  • 
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'  Ht.  ThMMt  ezUUldl  an  apiparMas  tor  the  InbdiDg 
of  •tbar. 

Dr.  Brmmon  «ifaibtted  two  dimwings  autde  by  h!mielf> 
i^Teientiiig  die  i^r-eelli  in  the  langs  of  «  sheep. 

mBBVMATISlI  ;   PSRICAftDinS. 

I>r..Bimnaoii  alio  exhibited  tbe  bewrl  of  ayainter, 
ecMl  ^fiw  XIm  peiieMdiwB  wae  WBivenMllT  edhesoMti 
eoBAlheJbBMtttMUleiie.  The  loage  were  highly  oon^ 
geaMttd  their  edgeeenphfiUMtoaa.  Thepetieatwee 
■drtHBd  Into  the  luAnufft  ndMng  inm  «  weond 
•even  eltaek  of  Male  rheumatiam,  the  femer  one 
bftving  oceoried  fite  yean  prevlooalyialaee  wUeh  tian 
lie  bad  been  Ml^eet  to  cough  and  diflcnlty  of  braathing 
on  exertioii.  Tlie  ooande  of  the  heart  were  very  flMble, 
bnt  no  bruit  eoald  be  heardt  On  the  Sunday  week 
after  bis  admittion,  he  was  snddenly  attacked  with 
ftigtatfal  dytpncaa;  the  rhenmatio  symptoms  as  sud- 
denly subsided.  The  dyspnina  coaUnned  unalleTiated 
by  treataaeni  till  his  death  on  the  Thursday  following^ 
Br.  Branson  exhibited  two  microscopic  drawings  of  the 
emphysematous  lung,  showing  the  ruptured  dr-oells. 


■  llWl 


Iffr.  Beckett  exhibited,  the  kidneys  of  a  pig,  a  year 
old,  one  containing  seTeral  cysts  filled  with  pus  and 
eafine  deposits,  the  largest  about  the  size  of  a  small 
walnut;  the  othec. kidney  healthy. 


KSSiufATitaf;  rsfticABonu* 

I>r.  Bfaaaon  jeshibiled  the  heart  of  a  married  man, 
37,  a  gaselflher  in  wtetar,  and  a  painter  in 
aer»  who  was  admitted  an  In-patient  of  the 
InAniary  for  aeate  rheumatism,  on  the  S9Ui  Pecem- 
bar  laat^  and  died  on  the  7th  instant.  He  had  suffered 
fton  aeate  rheumatism  fire  or  six  years  ago.  The 
tevnds  of  the  heart  were  Indistinct,  while  the  impulse 
prelanaturfllly  stiong.  The  case  presented 
fimuihaMe  until  lb«r  days  beAtte  death,  when 
Iha  rhenMatiem  left  the  extremMei.    The  lungs  were 

fhare  wao  greait  dyspMsa»  and 
ttedof  asp^MUb 

wnnWPW^pBIVBV*y     VI^HIfr     wS^w       I^^HW  It 

hypeitrophiedy  a  oondltlen  in  all  probafaiUi^  resulting 
tmm  the  first  attack  of  rbeottatlsni*  The  lungs  were 
in  erery  part  excoMively  congested,  and  there  was  some 


alleged  suicidal  poisoning  by  a  girl  aged  18,  who  stated' 
that  she  had  swallowed  about  four  ounces  by  weight  of 
concentrated  sulphuric  acid.    She  was  proved  to  ha?e- 
procured  that  quantity  at  a  druggist's  ahop,  but  there 
were  none  oi  the  symptoms  of  her  having  swallowed 
any^so  far  as  the  state  of  the  mouth,  fauces,  &c.,&c.,. 
were  cpnoemed;  in  fact,  the  only  symptom   at  all 
resembling  any  of  those  which  result  from  the  taking 
o(  this  corrosire  poison  was  pain  at  the  region  of  the 
stomach.    The  only  romiting  was  what  was  excited' 
by  a  large  qnanUty  of  soap  and  water.    From  the 
history  of  the  girl  it  appeared  that  she  had  threktened 
self-desfruclion  on  four  other  occasions,  but  had  In' 
every  one  proceeded  only  to  a  very  alight  extent,  never 
•erioualy  ln|uring  herself;  but  what  object  she  had  in 
viewjiwiislher  a  morM  desire  forjsotorlety  or  to  obtain 
soqie  soiat  or  other  by  Mghtoning  her  mother,  could 
not  be  ascertained.    She  had*  been  twice  confined  in  a 
Lonatio  Asylum  for  a  short  period,  and  had  suffered 
violently  from  epileptic  fits,  but  not  latterly.    She  waa 
under  treatment  in  the  Infirmary,  and  on  leaving  there 
was  again  sent  to  an  asylum. 

Sixth  Seasien.--T«nth   Meeting,  February  4,  1847. 
The  ftssiDBiiT  in  the  Chair. 


cinnBoats  of  tab  urim. 

Iffr.  Law  asfalfaliBi  the  Hver  «f  a  sptiagtelfe  cutter, 
6S.  It  waa  a  good  ■tumpls  of  cirrhosis,— con- 
ixnrled,  dafonned,  and  of  a  yellow  M^onr.  He  was 
itied  an  in-paHenl  of  the  InfiraMry  Novamber  6th, 
died  CO  the  6th  January,  1847.  There  waa  no 
bat  he  had  aadlea,  hmmataila,  and  bloody 
/■am  the  bowels.  The  urine  was  specific 
gnaHty  1X110,  sat  eoagnlable.    Kidneye  heakhy. 

Mr.  Law  also  exhibited  the  cervical  vertebm  of  k 
I,  sged  45,  a  labourer.  There  was  a  fracture  pass- 
through  the  body  and  arch  of  the  fiAh.  The  injury 
waa  the  result  ot  a  fall  at  the  railway  from  some  soaf- 
fioldnig,  some  earth  also  falling  upon  him.  He  died  in 
about  twenty-four  hours. 


Mr.  Jaekson  datalled  the  paitlenlun  of  a 


Mr.  Hunter  exhibited  the  cast  of  the  arm  of  a 
mechanic,  in  which  the  veins  were  naturally  exceedingly 
dilated. 

STRAMOULATBD  BBXIIIA. 

Mr.  Chesman  detailed  two  cases  of   strangulated, 
hernia.    The  first  occurred  in  a  fsmale,  aged  71,  veij 
much*  attenuated,  who   waa  seixed  with    ooeasiotf)^ 
voaltiag  on  the  6th  of  March  last.    Tfala  eontintted 
until  the  Sth,  when  the  vosaiting  became  atereoraceons» 
and  she  than  appUed  to  Mr.  Cheeman.    He  foand  tha- 
abdomen  swollen  and  tender;  a  tumour  small  and 
consolidated,  so  as  to  excite  some  doubt  as  to  its  being 
herni%.but  the  vomiting  was  conclusive.    Tlietaxia., 
failed  and  on  .the  following  morning  the  operation  waa . 
performed.    A  portion  of  omenlnm  was  found  com- 
plate^  eoneealing,  until  lifted  up,  a  sauU  knuckle  of 
inteeUaai  bothiaadily  retncned  on  tha atiislare being 
divided*    In  a  abort  time  after  tha  aperaiton,thepatlen> 
exprssssd  a  gisal  desire  to  evaenata  the  bowels,  but 
nothing  paesed.    In  a  few  hoars  she  became  very  much 
prosnnted,and  sank  rapidly  eigbleen  hours  after  the 
operation.    On  hispecHon  jNic<-«ortefa  the  ileum  waa 
found  to  be  free.    There  waa  no  efihsion  Into  the 
abdominal  cavity.    The  bowel  was  contracted  whera 
the  strtctore  bad  existed,  so  as  hardly  to  allow  the 
paasage  of  a  quill,  and  the  inner  coats  sppeared  Uy 
bare  been  abeorbed,  leaving  nothing  but  the  peritoneal 
coat,  which  latter,  opposite  to  the  wound,  was  perforated 
hy  a  saMdl  round  opening.    There  waa  gveat  distension 
with  Incolant  matter  above  the  striotore.    The  prin- 
dpid  point  for  discussion  Mr.  Chesman  considered  to 
bethaeaneaof  thisperToraiion;  whether  it  had  been 
produced  by  alceration  or  by  the  probe  point  of  tha 
Idsloary,  or  In  the  Inspection  pcst-moricin.    In  ease  it 
hadbien oaBMd  by  the  bistoary,  how  fsrwonid  KeyV ' 
I  diMetor  be  of  eervlea  In  avoiding  aaeh  an  acoidentf 
9i^     ni^-othttoateoeevnadlnafomaleserraa^agedtt,. 
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whO|  afUr  suffering  for  tome  dajs  from  ooomIoiuI 
▼omitiiig,  (the  did  not  know  how  long,}  applied  to  a 
medical  man,  who  on  examination  found  that  the 
integument  had  iloughed,  and  there  was  oosing  of 
fecalent  matter.  In  a  few  dajs  she  was  seen  hj  Mr. 
Chesman,  who  found  the  parts  much  in  the  same  state. 
After  a  confinement  of  several  weeks,  the  external 
•opening  healed,  and  the  woman  recovered  wilboat 
having  an  artificial  anus^  and  was  enahled  to  go  back 
to  service. 

The  interest  of  this  case  was  in  the  fact  of  strangu- 
lation going  on  to  such  an  extent  as  to  produce 
sloughing,  without  causing  such  sjmptoms  as  to  require 
«nrgical  aid  before  it  had  reached  that  pointy  and  in 
the  fact  of  the  intestine  having  healed  without  leaving 
4in  artificial  opening. 

OnBRATIOVt  UKDBm  TBB  IWFLrBirCB  OF  MWaMtU 

» 

Mft  Thomas  then  detailed  the  partioolait  of  three 
operatione  which  he  had  that  morning  performed  at  the 
Infirmary,  in  which  he  had  need  the  vapour  of  mtlier 
bj  means  of  an  apparatos  made  by  Messrs.  Borne  and 
Co.,  of  Newgate-street,  London. 

The  first  was  amputation  of  the  log  above  the  knee 
of  a  boy,  aged  nine.  The  mther  acted  in  two  minutes, 
stud  the  patient  declared  he  had  suffered  no  pain,  and 
did  not  awake  until  all  was  orer.  The  second  was  the 
removal  of  a  portion  of  the  upper  jaw  of  a  man,  aged 
98,  the  consequence  of  a  malignant  tumour.  The 
ttther  operated  in  three  or  four  minutes.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  first  incision,  but  soon  became  sensible, 
and  was  conscious  of  many  things  which  passed,  but 
did  not  give  evidence  of  being  in  much  suffering.  The 
4hird  was  for  harelip,  in  a  girl  aged  16,  who  was 
overpowered  in  three  minntes,  and  stated  that  the  first 
thing  she  was  sensible  of  was  the  passing  of  the  pins. 


APPEAL  TO  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION 
THROUGHOUT  THE  KINGDOM  ON  THE 
«*  GENERAL  MEDICAL  ANNUITY  FUND." 

6entlemen,-»The  prqfeet  fn  establishing  a  **  General 
Medical  Annuity  Fund,**  for  disabled  members  of  the 
profession,  and  for  widows  and  orphans,  has  now 
been  nearly  two  years  before  the  public.  It  is  true 
diat  in  the  first  instance  it  was  designed  to  form  an 
integral  part  of  the  affairs  of  the  ^  Proviueial  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,"  but  the  meeting  at  Norwich 
having  decided  that  it  should  stand  alone,  a  separate 
and  distinct  Institution  f^om  thsi  body,  it  now  becomes 
necessary  to  reorganise  it,  and  give  its  independent 
existence  that  permanence  and  stability  which  its 
value  and  importance  demands. 

The  unexpected  decision  of  the  Norwich  meeting 
somewhat  staggered  me,  for  I  had  previously  felt  I 
was  acting  under  the  auspices  of  the  Provincial  Assods. 
tion,  and  that  many  members  of  that  importaot  hody 
had  not  only  lent  their  powerlhl  names  to  the  Ittstlt». 
tion,  bat  had  aided  its  advanoement  by  donattons  and 
subseriptions.  Still,  though  I  was  staggwed,  I  was 
'Bot  paralysed  in  my  onaigles,  nor  dfaheuftened  as  to  te 


final  accomplishment  of  the  project,  even  though  it 
stood  alone;  for  that  which  possesses  in  itself  aa 
intrinsic  virtue,  seldom  requires  foreign  aid  to  snstate 
it.  The  human  heart,  although  corrupted  by  selfish- 
ness, and  deadened  by  apathy,  has  many  soft  ant 
gentle  impulses,  which  need  but  the  right  stimnhu  ta 
excite  Into  activity,  and  when  ezcitad,  a  fireshiMSs  aiid 
beauty  is  givei^  to  character,  superior  to  renovalsd 
bodQy  Tigour,  after  the  wastings  of  disease;  fbr  ^li«a 
plillanthropy  is  health  of  soul.** 

Although  the  motives  which  hsve  impelled  me  lai 
all  I  have  done  in  this  matter  are  open  to  Ood,  and  I 
trust  unim peached  by  man,  I  have,  nevertheless,  Mt 
a  deltcscy  in  obtruding  myself,— an  unwillingness  ta 
seem  too  prominent, — a  desire  that  (hat  which  was  of 
general  interest  to  the  profession,  should  find  amongit 
its  ranks  others  who  would  step  forwsid  and  bear  wllh 
me  the  heat  and  the  toil.  I  thought  if  the  project  waa 
worthy  of  support,  the  acknowledged  talent  of  am 
enlightened  profession  like  ours  would  be  employed 
in  its  behalf,  and  expected,  ere  this,  to  have  found 
many  advocates;  nor  have  I  been  altogether  dis- 
appointed. Mr.  Kelson,  of  Sevenoaks,  Keal^  haa 
furnished  to  the  Promncial  Journal  a  letter,  which 
evinces  an  enthusiasm  worthy  his  benerolent  sptfit, 
and  an  activity  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  which 
is  an  unequivocal  earnest  of  his  sincerity.  If  evmy 
county  in  the  kingdom  would  produce  a  spirit  lika  hiSy 
the  prosperity  of  the  Institution  conld  not  be  pro- 
blematical. My  thanks  are  likewise  dne  to  thaaa 
gentlemen  who  honoured  me  with  an  answer  to  a 
circular,  published  a  few  weeks  back.  They  have^ 
with  much  kindness  enoonraged  my  efforts,— exprSMod 
a  confidence  which  is  cheering,  and,  moreover,  hara 
promised  sctive'  co-operation,  so  soon  as  they  shall 
be  put  into  a  position  to  become,  active.  This  latlsr 
promise  Is  more  congenial  and  satisfactory  to  my 
mind  thsn  sll  the  complimonU  they  have  been  good 
enough  to  pay  me,  for  I  feel  that  eoaasel  and  htUp 
are  essential.  It  is  a  gigantlo  estaUishment  which 
is  contemplated,*— a  vast  Institution,  compiahanlfa^r 
in  its  grasp  a  huge  tract  of  torritory,  and  haviag  Cor 
its  object  a  diffusive  spirit  of  benevolenoai  I  thma- 
fore  trust  that  many  of  these  gentlemen  will  give  to 
us  their  personal  presence,  at  the  forthcoming  mnsting 
at  Northampton;  it  Is  worth  while  in  such  a  cause  to 
make  some  sacrifice.  I  am  informed,  both  by  tta 
public  prese  and  by  privato  letters,  that  the  ^  Oenaral 
Medical  Annuity  Fund*'  has  many  well  wishers,  wha 
are  at  present  nnknown  as  iu  supporters.  Th«a 
gentlemen  srs  in  abeyance,  waiting  the  further  ia- 
velopment  of  the  soheme,  and  Its  final  estabilshmsat, 
ere  they  give  to  it  their  countsnanoe  and  support. 
To  such  I  would  remark,  '■If  you  think  vrell  of  tha 
schema  why  hesitate  to  support  itf  Your  help  is 
most  needed  now,  in  the  early  stages  of  its  establlah- 
ment,  when  your  opinions  and  your  counsel  might 
lead  to  valuable  results.  The  growth  of  a  tree  depends 
upon  the  planting:  if  the  Isbooreis  iisil  to  loosen  tfaa 
earth,  to  arrange  the  fibres,  to  seek  congenial  soil  aaid 
proper  locality,— if  they  neglect  to  watch  and  valic 
it»  to  shsltsr  It  finsm  tho  t«ii  htat. 
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idicata  and  yielding  form  from  the  roagb  wind*  which 
hlov  npoD  it,  the  chances  are  that  it  perishes ;  bat  if, 
OB  the  oontrarj,  they  combine  their  powers  and  unite 
their  skill,  in  all  that  be  necessary  for  its  sustenance, 
theD  ahall  it  take  deep  root  in  the  earth,  rear  its 
■igeatic  form,  thicken  its  bole^  and  spread  around  its' 
hnaehei^  while  its  imperrious  foliage  shall  shelter 
Jhm  heat  aad  storm,  and  beneath  which  they  may 
repose  in  calm  security. 

T«  advaaee  the  intefests  of  medical  science  Is  a  duty 
va  an  owe  both  to  the  public  and  ourseWea.  To  watch 
ever  the  political  movements  which  bear  upon  our  pro- 
/easion,  more  particularly  at  a  time  like  the  present,  so 
filb  with  such  morementS|ia  equally  important ;  but  let 
hoi  Hm  elaima  of  philanthropy  and  benevolence  be  lost 
is  the  atmggla.  I«at  their  still  small  voice  be  heard ; 
ihej  apeak  to  the  heart,  aad  it  ehoald  feel  it  In  this 
age  of  gaaaral  improvement,  when  the  spirit  of  amelio- 
latian  ia  abroad,  aad  societies  are  established  to  meet 
tlie  eontingencies  of  disease  and  death,  and  the  calamities 
vhieh  aeocmpaay  audi  visitatione;  when  the  artisan, 
the  meehaaio,  nay,  the  agricultural  labourer,  have 
eombined  to  fun^h  help  to  their  distressed  brother, 
tm  the  befeaved  families  ot  their  departed  fellow. 
;-««an  it  be  endaied,  that  we,  who  daim  for 
ovaelvea  the  advantagea  of  education,  the  privilege  of. 
aapanded  minds,  the  inflnenee  of  momi  and  raligions 
Imlings,  and  ia  some  measure  the  pride  of  clanship— 
caa  it  be  endured,  that  in  pore  benevolence  and  noble- 
Beia  of  apitit,  we  should  be  outdone  by  these  f  Does 
0M.oansa  ol  the  widow  and  orphan  require  either 
eloqaanee  or  tslent  to  plead  with  enlightened  menf 
Is  not  the  certainty  of  their  fallen  condition,  when 
shrooded  with  poverty  and  neglect,— oftentimes  their 
utter  helplessness,  their  agony,  their  privations,  elo. 
quenco  itself!  Cannot  imagination  picture  bow 
forlorn  and  miserable  must  be  that  object  who,  having 
once  e^jdyed  ease,  comfort,  and  competency,  is,  from 
BO  faalt  of  her  own^  but  from  the  dispensations  of 
Heaven,  thruat  from  her  home  and  her  pleasures  to 
toU  for  bread,  to  sink  Into  dependence,  or  to  have  her 
weekly  dole  from  the  bands  of  a  parish  functionary  t 
It  is  rank,  hypocrisy  to  put  a  prayer  to  Almighty  God 
in  the  venerable  ritual  of  our  church,  asking  E^m  "  to 
defead  the  fatherless  children  and  widows,"  while  we 
rsfase  a  small  mite  Arom  our  resources  to  make  tbe 
prayer  effectual,  as  far  as  human  means  can  make  it 

The  difficultiea  under  which  many  worthy  and  intel- 
ligent practitioners  labour  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
fonder  assurance  upon  their  lif  es  often  impossible,  but 
adant  that  a  prudent  and  careful  man  has  paid  from 
Ua  yearly  income  sufficient  to  guarantee  to  his  widow 
aiboaaand  pounds.    Now,  what  is  the  interest  she 
win  receive  from  this  amount!     Unless  she  adopts 
tome  speculative  mode  of  investment,  (which  is  always 
iUngerons,)  or  to  obtain  largo  interest,  gets  security, 
Bseerlain  as  to  punctuality  of  payment,  her  income 
from  the  ordinary  funds  of  the  country  will  scarcely 
afford  a  very  humble  maintenance  for  herself  $  but  if 
aha  have  a  family,  it  is  obvious   she  must  herself 
labfBr  to  obtain  any  respecUble  position,  and  it  may 
ba  the  ia  Btterly  nnqualified  for  such  labour.    Tha 


capital  must  not  be  touched,  for  that  capital  is  designed 
for  ulterior  purposes,  to  ptace  her  children  in  suitable 
situa^ons,  and  to  enable  them  in  the  end  to  embark  in 
business  on  their  own  account  Now,  to  meet  such 
cases,  is  the  great  object  and  design  of  the  directors  of 
the  "  General  Medical  Annuity  Fund."  An  annuity, 
accruing  from  such  a  co-operative  institution,  would 
place  the  widow  in  a  position  of  comparative  inde- 
pendence; but  when  the  average  calculation  of  mor- 
tality amongst  medical  men,  as  proved  by  statistical 
returns,  is  compared  with  other  professions,  the  lowest 
i>n  the  scale,  the  inference  is  fair  that  many  die  before 
they  eaa  have  had  time  to  make  provision  of  any  Idnd* 

Take  the  following  fact  as  an  example:—*'  A  young 
physician,  respected  for  his  general  demeanour,  and 
honoured  for  his  talents,  possessing  public  appoint- 
ments, with  every  prospect  of  obtaining  extensive  prac- 
tice, died  after  a  short  illness,  (a  few  minutes  only,)  at 
the  early  age  of  36,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children 
TOTALLY  unprovided  for:"  I  quote  this  passage  from 
my  esteemed  correspondent,  to  show  that  1  have  not 
drawn  my  pictures  from  imagination,  but  trusted  tbe 
detail  of  facts. 

The  proposition  for  a  **  General  Medical  Annuity 
Fund**  has  occupied  the  consideration  of  wiser  heada 
than  mine.  Dr.  Percival,  in  his  **  Medical  Ethies," 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  threw  out  the  suggestion,  but 
no  one  appeared  to  .act  upon  it  I  have  quoted  the 
passage  in  former  communications  to  medical  peri- 
odicals, but  it  will  bear  reiteration.  "  In  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  and  in  the  city  of  London,  benevolent  histitu- 
tionft  have  been  lately  formed  for  providing  funds  to 
relieve  the  widows  and  children  of  apothecaries,  and 
occasionally  also  members  of  the  profession  who  become 
indigent  Such  schemes  merit  the  sanction  and 
encouragement  of  every  liberal  physician  and  surgeon,. 
and  were  they  extended,  their  usefulness  would  be 
greatly  increased,  and  their  permanency  almost  with 
cerUinty  seoored.  Medical  subscribers  from  every 
part  of  Great  Britain  should  be  admitted,  if  they  offer 
satisfactory  testimonials  of  their  qualifications.  One 
comprehensive  establishment  seems  to  be  more  eligible 
than  many  on  a  smaller  scale,  for  it  would  be  conducted 
with  superior  dignity,  regularity,  and  efficiency ;— with 
fewer  obstacles  ftDm  interest,  prejudice,  or  rivalship  ;— 
with  considerable  saving  in  the  aggregate  of  time, 
trouble,  and  expense ;— with  more  accuracy  in  the  cal- 
cnlatioDS  relative  to  iU  fnidi  ;'-and,  consequently,  with 
the  utmost  practicable  extension  of  iU  dividends."^ 

Some  gentlemen  have  thought  a  guinea  a  year  sub- 
scription would  be  inadequate  to  accomplish  the  olgect 
we  design.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  enter  again 
into  this  question,  for  I  have  met  it  on  many  ocoadonB. 
A  guinea  a  year  subscription  will  enable -us  to  fulfil 
the  OBgagemenU  to  which  we  pledged  ourselves  ;t  and 
should  the  Institution  meet  witii  the  patronage  it 
deserves,  it  will  do  much  mare,  because  the  liberal  and 
tbe  kind-hearted  of  the  profession  will  not  confine 
themselvea  ia  their  philanthropy— we  have  already 


•  •«  Medical  EUiics,*'  p.  859.    Edition  16*7. 
t  See  "  Address,**  dc,  publlsbed  by  CburchlU.  p. ». 
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had  ezMDples  of  this  fact— >nor  will  (he  public^  wbMi 
It  it  properly  ,repreie|ited  to  them,  withhold  their 
aseittaDce  in  fhrthering  so  ezj»|iiplei7  mi  ^l^eet.  If 
cor  antleipetionfl  lit  these  parUcttUurt  be  realised,  we 
may  fairly  hold  oat  the  prospect  of  better  annuities. 

It  has  been .  stated  too,  pablicly,  that  there  Is  an 
olgeotion  in  sending  money  to  NortbaMf^n,  wad  that 
making  application  for  annuities  there,  woold  be  in- 
«onYenient;  bat  what  is  the  conseqaenoe  of  locality  to 
«  <<  General  Medical  Annaiiy  Fond,**  prorided  the 
parties  who  controlled  it  are  men  of  integrity  and 
honour,  and  provided  the  representative  system  was 
fally  carried  oatf  It  will  be  oor  great  aim  to 
neatralize  all  objections  of  this  nature.  When  the 
project  was  first  mooted,  it  was  done  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  ProTincial  Association,  held  set  Sheffield; 
it  was  receired  there  without  a  dissenting  T0ic#»  and 
a  committee  for  carrying  out  the  scheme  was  appointed 
upon  the  spot  The  retiring  president  of  that  Associa- 
tion, Dr.  Robertson,  of  Nortit^ysmpton,  kindly  accepted 
the  office  of  treasurer,  while  the  directors  were  all 
^enUeroen  chosen  for  their  high  standing  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  their  known  integrity.  For  my  own  part^ 
I  took  the  office  of  Honorary  Managing  Difector, 
only  as  an  earnest  of  my  seal,  devoting  to  the  cause 
my  time,  and  the  small  measure  of  ability  I  might 
possess,  being,  in  short,  willing  to  "spend  and  be  spent" 
in  the  noble  undertaking.  But  the  institution  is  now 
«  citizen  of  the  empirs,  and  is  ready  to  take  tip  its 
abode  where  it  has  the  best  chance  of  support  I  am 
willing  at  any  moment  to  yield  the  feeble  protection  I 
have  given  it  to  any  more  efficient  guardianiIMp;  nor 
do  I  believe  an  objection  would  be  raised  by  my  col- 
leagues to  placing  it  in  a  position  of  greater  advantage 
than  we  may  possess.  Our  object  is  the  final  establish- 
ment of  the  "Fund,**  and  we  care  not  who  are  the 
parties  who  shall  develop  its  energies,  and  spread  abroad 
its  useAilness. 

The  medical  profession  thioughout  the  kingdom  are 
especially  invited  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 
Honorary  local  secretaries  are  required  in  the  different 
counties  and  districts  for  furthering  the  scheme,  and  we 
shall  esteem  it  an  especial  favour  if  gentlemen  will 
accept  the  office  voluntarily, — that  is,  will  ofl'er  their 
services,  rather  than  wait  for  an  application.  Oh !  let 
them  remember  the  greatness  of  the  cause,  and  the 
glory  of  its  achievement,  and  methinlcs  they  will  not 
lack  in  their  zeal. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  spring,  a  meeting  of  the 
aubscribers  will  be  held  at  Northampton,  of  which  due 
notice  will  be  given  by  advertisement  in  this  Joumal. 
In  these  Umes  of  rapid  travelling,  when  railway  dom- 
mnnication  puts  distance  at  defiance,  we  earnestly 
hope  fliat  many  gentlemen  will  sacrifice  to  us  their 
time  and  serrioes  on  this  interesting  occasion;  A 
noble  superstmcture  is  about  to  be  raised,  the  founda- 
-tions  of  whicE  are  love.  In  Its  best  and  purest  accepta- 
Hon,  while  its  liallowed  cement  is  co-operative  philan- 
thropy,  upon  which  the  blessing  of  God  shall  iw^'  for 
«Ood  will  not  withhold  his  blessing,  when  men  "**  Hear 
-^e  cry  of  the  orphan,  and  wipe  tears  from  the  widow's 
-eiyaa." 


(Gentlemen  who  are  desirous  to  be  present  at  Ihia 
miseting,  trfU  oonfer  a  favour  if  they  will  apprixe  either 
Dr.  BAbertson  or  myself  of  their  inlentloti. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Tour  dbedient  servant, 

EDWARD  DANTELL, 
Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks,        Managing  Dirsetor. 
March  1, 1847. 


REMARKS  ON  THE  CASE.  OP  iSTH£R-INHA« 
1.ATION  AT  THE  ESSEX  AND-  COLCHESTER 
HOSPITAL. 

TO  THB  BDITOR  OT  THB  FMOVIKOIAL  MSDICAl   AKD 

8UR010AL  jOUftKAL. 

Sm, 

I  enciOM  a  fewremarfciOB  the  hMe  caie  of  UtfaoCMBf 
at  our  Hoapital,  as  it  seems  to  me  that  the  alatemwit 
of  the  case  haa  prbduoed  an  imprenion  that  the  I«bm* 
diate  cause  of  death  was  apoplejgr  or  eompremioB  oC  die 
brataa 

As  the  ssther  was  exhibited  by  me,  and  ap  I  m 

particularly  obeerrant  of  its  effieelB,  and  bdag  o€ 

opinion  .the  symptoms  that  attended  the  inhalhv  do 

not  bear  out  such  impression,  and  that  thie  fMsl-merleM 

appearances  do  not  estshlish  Mr.  Beckiagaale'e  ioller* 

ence,  that  **  compresilon  of  the  bnia"  rerndted*  I 

request  your  iaecrtion  of  the  aeoompenying  oliewfn* 

tiOBB,andam, 

Sir,  faithfully  yours, 

EDWARD  WILLIAMS,  M J>. 
Senior  PhyiiciAn  to  the  Essex  and  Colehcitcr  HoapiteL 


The  aether  was  inhaled,  mixed  with  a  free  current 
of  atmospheric  air;  the  mouth-piece  of  the  apparatus 
Weiss's,  did  not  completely  cover  the  mouth  so  a« 
altogether  to  preclude  the  external  atmosphere ;  hence 
the  inhaling  process  was  the  longer  in  producing 
insensibility. 

In  no  stage  of  the  inhaling  process  was  there  liridity 
of  countenance  so  marked  as  to  excite  apprehenaioa 
of  cerebral  pressure ;  the  aspect  was  rather  character- 
iatic  of  one  in  a  state  of  syncope ;  the  pnpiUi  were 
not  dilated,  and  the  stertorous  breathing  was  considered 
by  me  at  the  time  to  proceed  from  relaxation  of  the 
uvula,  and  from  the  nostrils  being  compressed  so  as  to 
prevent  inspiring  through  th^m.  This  view  was  cor- 
roborated by  the  fact,  that  on  removing  the  prenure 
from  the  nostrils,  and  on  suspending,  for  a  abort 
period,  the  inhaling  process,  Uie  stertor  or  snoring 
then  ceased. 

Before  the  patient  was  removed  from  the  operating^ 
table  consciousness  returned,  and  he  answered  questions 
put  to  him  relative  to  his  feelings ;  neither  was  there 
observable  paralysis,  or  other  symptom  of  cerebral 
pressure,  from  the  period  of  the  operation  till  his 
death,  being  sensible  to  the  last. 

At  the  consoltetion  Of  the  Bfedi^  Staff,  thb 
singularly  indistinct  action  of  the  heart  was  remaihed. 
This,  with  the  general  proetration,  decided  us  in  re- 
commending stimuli  and  a  turpentine  infection. 

After  death  the  heart  was,  coftparatively  spefllilifgy 
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captjr,  b«  flw  hu«t  wen  cng«r|cd,  th*  Ugod  bdnf 
dukaadflBid. 
ThM  Mcb  ■  ttata  of  blood  wu  nnaUural,  nor  hi 

»tlMd«»l  ofdntk  horn  lilfciil j.  b  ta  wlmilwnw  «« 

fMlbooadloalloir;  aod  MbMadnlUr  itila  of  that 
B«id  hM  been  fboDd  oa  dMtli  ifter  inbsliBf  atbar, 
wc  dMB  thai  the  probabiUtj  anoanta  alnioat  to 
a  nrtakitr,  tba  tba  atber  wu  Iha  taue  of  lUi  Bald 
state  of  tba  blood.  Tet  wa  moat  alio  obwm,  that 
Aa  abaoDcc  of  thoae  trmpton*  that  ordiwujly  aeeon- 
B  IndMlMt  moraBMH  oT 


eadcd  dale  of  AC 
loDg*.  poiol  to  Ae  MaU  of  the  Ullar  orfana  ai 
JMtdiaie  MOM  of  deMb.  Bat  wbether  tbii  puaive 
coagcatioa  <■  to  be  tUi^Dled  to  the  chaogcd  atate  of 
tha  blood,  or  whether  MWtiuaed  toaaBilbili^ 
gh«  riat  to  loaal  eagoqaaiant,  icnaiM  ret  to  hi 

Tear  eonaapoodan^  Mr.  Backia|ial(^  ■■ggnah 
deflUJBg,  when  a»  ^wflitic  /fadmy  frnmli  it-^. 
Socb  recommcadatioB  woald  be  Jodicioiialr  adopted 
wan  cwebral  preauni  obaamble ;  bot  aa  I  aifo*  that 
tmA  aetateof  bnus,«ithKiaccoaipaci]FjBfaraiploau, 
did  aot  exiit,  GOMoqaenllT  dapletian  WMDOtappUoaUa. 
Still  the  i|DaatioB  aiiiM  a*  to  the  propar  coaeae  to  ba 
benafter  pDiaoed  aader  a  like  traia  of  circniaataiicea — 
BaoMl7,  with  a  pefrerted  itate  of  the  blood,  aod  with 
laeal  panin  Mngaatioo.  I  apprehead  that  in  traoa- 
faMon  we  powew  a  meani  of  repUciog  tba  blood  irben 
M  depreciated  la  fitalitj  a>  to  be  injurioui  to  the 
W|aoi  thtoagb  which  it  drcnlalei,  and  local  congct- 
tiim  nuat  be  treated  acewding  to  the  reqalreneot*  of 

FiuUf.  Mr.  Editor,  we  ahould  feel  obliged  b^  leeiof 
reported  a  few  of  thoie  aoiDccrnfal  cuei.  which  hare 
occnrred  at  the  Metropolitan  Hojpitali,  at  it  ii  only  bjr 
the  accomalalloD  of  nuinefoni  and  cirefullf  obaenred 
bets  that  we  may  be  expected  to  deduce  correct  general 
priaciplea  of  treatment. 

Colcbeater,  March  27, 1847. 


lAPFAR&TUS  FOR  THE  IKHALATION  OF 
^THER. 

T*  TBB   ■•ITOK  or  TH   rKOTINCUt.   MBVICAL  AM* 

anasicaL  jooKNti- 

SlK, 

I  beg  to  lead  ym  the  aceompanjing  diagram  of  tba 
Melioa  of  aHop-eocfc,  intandtd  to  be  naed  in  any  eppaiatat 
far  ioUing  Xber,  by  meaai  of  which  th*  lapply  of 
WhM  can  •!  onea  ba  rat  of,  ud  the  palieot  allowed  lo 
bHalba  tte  pota  air,  witboot  removing  the  «  dip"  from 
tka  mem,  or  tba  appantn*  from  tbe  mootfa,  which  il  ii 
otn  iaeanvenieBt  to  do.  On  (he  appioadi  of  nnaibilily, 
ike  dop-cock  aanaly  rcqniiaa  to  ba  Ituned  back,  when 
Ihr  patioBl  will  again  bteatha  tba  mlbtr. 

Kg.  1  lapreaeat*  tba  «ap-cadc  arcaagad  far  iahaUng 
ikMter,  aBdaatanrt^ittaithadiNetiaBDf  (bafarrr 
anwr,  it  wmmm  tba  paddao  of  Tv-  %  ■»<>«»■  •>» 
yUNM  wbaaitha  the  para  air. 

YoarobedlMtMrvaDl, 
PBOCTER  WRIGHT. 
llfnM>U«klW. 


P.S.  I  would  b^  to  anggeet  that  If  Ifaa  noaa  be 
ploggad  with  lomeUnI,  it  wiltbeloundeqaallyelBcBctDiw 
ipi  mocb  more  comFoitable  to  the  patient,  than  cloaing 
il  wiih  Miher  the  "  clip"  or  Iba  flogera.  I  would  alio 
recooneDd,  that  the  patient  ihoold  make  bimMlf 
aajoaioted  wilh  ih>  mechaaiaai  af  inhilicg,  by  praeUtiDg 
il  before  he  ia  brought  on  the  table  for  an  opetatioD, 
and  ihil  Ilia  moalh-piece  ihoald  b«  made  of  dihet  horn, 
wood,  ivory,  or  melit,  of  the  (atta  at  a  cap,  and  be  Joit 
big  eitoagli  10  eorar  the  lipi,  wilbant  intetfeiiog  with 
their  motion,  ta  thie  >hape  will  be  foond  morBcooTenieat 
than  thalatgalealbei  pad  that  i*  Npplted  with  Rabinaoo'a 
apparatn. 


AMPUTATION  UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OP 
.ETHER. 

TBI  IPITOK   or  TBE  PROVINCIAL  UBDICAL  AND 
SOaOlCAt   JOURNAL. 
S», 

On  'niaraday,  Febrnary  2Sth,  I  anpotated  the 
leg  of  Qeorge  Shaw,  of  Royal  George  Milla,  below  the 
knee.  He  bad  baen  infferiag  from  tcrofulone  diieaae 
of  tbe  ankJe-joIat  for  aome  yean.  On  the  Tueiday 
before  I  made  him  inhale  «ther.  He  waa  lome  time 
before  he  oonlduBderBtand  tbe  method  of  bieatfaiiiBiti 
bowerer,  he  waa  at  latt  completely  nnder  Ite  iaBaeooo 
and  pnfectly  ancoMdooi,  and  remained  In  that  atato 

r'misutea.    Be  waa  ao  pleaaed  with  It  that  be 

aiked  for  "another  pipe."    On  Ilinnday,  in  the  pte> 

ice  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Tnckett,  Heeara  Blackhary  and 

Banay,  anrgeoD* ;  H.  Mackworth,  Hiq.,  C.  E ;.  3.  H. 

Whitehead,    Esq.,   and    many    other  gantleaMD,  be 

inhaled  the  nther  and  wat  completely  nacon- 

■  in  lea  than  a  minnte.  I  remored  tlie  lee  fMV 
inches  bdow  the  knee,  by  tbe  donble  eircnlar  indiioa  t 
be  did  not  kae  one  onnoe  Of  bkwd,  three  arterjea  vara 
tied,  aad  he  wa*  acnrible  in  a  few  minntea.   Thaatnmp 

allowed  to  becoaM  ^aiedt  the  edge*  were  than. 

brong^  tOfetbcr  with  one  anlnr*  and  plaatcr.    He 

pat  to  bc^  ba  bad  a  little  weak  brandy  and  water 

^raa  U*^  and  an  opiate  at  bed  time.    On  the  twelftk 

<h)r  ibt  BiM  liffOart  cmm  amy,  and  Ik*  raaaiBder  a» 
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the  fifteenth;  he  has  been  oat  dailfttinoe,  the  stamp  is 

qoite  healed*  and  he  yesterday  walked  vith  a  cratch 

and  stick  to  my  honse*  a  distance  of  toro  miles  and 

a  half.    He  stains  he  did  not  feel  anything  of  the 

operation,  and  that  his  sensations  were  more  a^nieable 

than  otherwise. 

lam.  Sir, 

Yours  faithfoUy,         ^ 

H.  H.  BROUGHTO'K. 
Dobcross,  March  19, 1847. 

ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY^* 

KATVEX    AMD    80CRCB    OV    TBB    CONTKNTS    OFTHB 

V(ETAL  STOMACH. 

The  sooroe  of  the  natritioas  matter  whioh  is  fpond 
in  the  alimentary  canal  of  the  fotus,  is  a  problem 
which  has  never  been  satitfactorily  solved.  Hsrvey 
looked  apon  it  as  derived  from  the  liqaor  amnii 
swallowed  by  the  yoong  animal.  Geoffrey  St,  Hilaire 
having  found  the  same  substaDoe  in  foelases  with  an 
imperforate  oesophagas,  very  natarally  concladet  that 
each  cannot  be  its  sonrce.  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  who  is 
the  latest  writer  apon  the  subjeot,  regards  the  liver  as 
the'  source,  the  function  of  that  gland  being  not  only 
to  separate  an  ezorementitioos  sabstance,  bat  also  to 
supply  an  albuminoas  secretion  to  the  intestinesj 
through  the  hepatic  duct.  Dr.  Robinson,  who  has 
recently  investigated  the  nature  and  origin  of  the 
fetal  iatostinal  contents,  comes  to  the  following  con- 
clusions :— 

1.  That  the  stomach  of  the  fcstas,  daring  the  latter 
part  of  its  otarine  existence,  invariably  contains  a 
peculiar  substance,  differing  from  the  liquor  amnii, 
and  generally  of  a  natritioas  natore. 

2.  That  in  its  physical  and  chemical  qualities,  it 
Tiiries  very  much  in  different  animals^  being  in  no 
two  species  precisely  similar. 

3.  That  in  each  foetal  animal,  the  contenta  of  the 
stomach  vary  maoh  at  different  periods ;  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  its  development,  consisting  chiefly  of  liqaor 
amnii,  to  which  the  other  pecaliar  mattera  are  added 
gradually. 

4.  That  the  liqaor  amnii  continues  to  be  swallowed 
by  the  fostns  np  to  the  time  of  birth;  and  conseqaently 
after  the  formation  of  those  matters,  and  their  appear- 
ance  in  the  stomach. 

6.  Tliat  the  mixture  of  this  more  solid  and  natritioas 
substance  with  the  liquor  amnii  eonstitates  the  material 
which  is  su'bmitted  to  the  process  of  chymificaUon  in 
the  foetal  intestine^ 

Tbare  is,  however,  no  explanation  here  of  the  soarce 
of  the  solid  matters  above  spoken  of,  and  Dr. 
Robinson  subsequently  states  his  belief  that  they  are 
not  secreted  by  the  stomach  itself,  nor  by  the  liver, 
as  affirmed  by  Dr.  T^ee ;  but  he  thinks  it  probable  that 
they  are  the  product  of  the  taU»anf  glandi.'^M^nthly 
Journal  of  Mtdical  Scienet,  Febr.,  1847. 

EXHALATION  OF  BICARBONATE  OF  AMMONIA   IN 

RESPIEATION.' 

Mr,  Thomson  recommends  the  following  plan  for 


demonstrating  the  pieeence  of  ammoniain  the  breath  :-* 
Air  which  had  passed  through  dilute  solpharlc  add. 
was  respired  ;  it  was  then  expired  through  »  labe'eiir* 
rounded  with  water  at  32^,  ^^  ^e  farther  end  of  which 
a  vessel  wes  attached  to  receive  the  fluid  whicji  wee 
condansed^  This  was  acidolaled  with  muriatic .  ae^, 
evaporated  to  dryness,  and  the  tesidae  dissolved  m  a 
few  drops  of  water.  On  adding  e  atrong  solution  of 
potash  to  this  solution,  EmmoniE  waa  evolve4v  ea 
evinced  by  ita  odoar.  Mr.  Thomson  calcaUtes  thEt 
rather  more  ihan  three  grains  of  solid  bicErbonEta  of 
ammonia  are  exhaled  daily  by  an  adolt,  and  thus  the 
quantity  famished  aonoally  by  London  amoonte  to  IdO 
tons.  In  this  way  animals  supply  ammonia  for  the 
support  of  the  voKotable  kingdom.— Afccfica/  Gazette  ^ 
February  13,  1847. 

[The  editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe  in  remarking  upon 
these  experimente  thinks  that  there  is  a  source  of  fal- 
lacy not  noted  by  Mr.  Thotnpson,«-vis.,  the  animal 
matter  whteh  is  exhaled.  This  when  collected  in  enf- 
ficient  quantities  wookl  yield  ammonlE.  In  order  to 
remove  the  doubts  he  saggesto  that  it  should  be  deter- 
mined  whether  yellow  arsenito  of  silver  is  precipitated 
on  passing  the  condensed  vapour  into  mixed  solutioitf 
of  arsenlons  acid  and  nitrate  of  silver.] 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

EZFSRIMBNTS  ON  THE  COMPARATIVE  ACTION  OV 
MEDICINES  EXHIBITED  BT  THE  STOIIaCB  AND 
BT  THE   EBCTUM. 

MM.  Restelli  and  Gaetano  Strambio  have  instituted 
a  series  of  experimente  to  determine  this  point,  which 
is  not  without  considerable  interest  in  a  therapeutical 
point  of  view.  The  medicines  used  were  strychnine 
and  morphine,  A  poisonous  dose  of  the  former  pro- 
duced in  the  dog  ite  characteristic  effecte  in  twenty, 
eight  minutes  when  injected  into  the  stomach  ;  in 
nineteen  minutes  when  thrown  into  the  rectum.  The 
salte  of  morphine  exhibited  the  same  differences.  Thus 
the  poisonous  symptoms  appeared,  when  given  by  the 
stomach,  in  five  minutes  and  ten  seconds;  by  the  rec- 
tum in  four  minutes  and  sixteen  seconds.— (9cx«<fc 
Midieali,  Fevr.  15,  1847. 

[From  these  results,  which  were  ascertained  to  be  con- 
stant in  a  large  number  of  experiments,  it  appears  that 
certain  medicinal  substances  act  more  energetically  by 
the  rectum  than  when  given  by  the  mouth ;  but  it  mast 
not  be  supposed  that  this  will  be  observed  in  all  classes 
of  medicines,  as  mai^  purgatives  for  instance  are  well 
known  to  be  much  less  efficacious  given  by  the  bowels 
than  by  the  mouth.  As  regards  the  preparations  of 
opium,  we  may  state  that  we  have  often  procured  sleep 
under  critical  circumstances,  by  a  dose  thrown  into  the 
rectum,  when  repeated  exhibitions  of  the  same  dose  by 
the  month  had  failed  to  subdue  restiesBoess.] 

MBW  ESMBDr  IN  rsBTVsais* 

A  physicisn  of  Ghent  has  oaHed  Ettenlfon  to  the 
NErcissus  Psendo-nErcissns  in  hooping  eoagb.  Tho 
flower  is  the  pert  need,  which  is  dried  End  powdeted; 
the  dose  thirty  grelns  twice  e  dEy. 

A   surgeon  of   the   same   .town  .EDi^o|uoei   rwj 


GKKERilL  RETROSPECT. 


19$ 


iMiiltt  from  tbe  employmeDt  of  the  miatlolo 
to'  &•  MUM  ditoMO.— Jf  mKoiI  XUist,  Febnuiy  20t1i« 

C«»-UTBm  on  MM  AM  aZTBBllAL  APPUCATIOM  IN 
OPBTHAUnA  TABU. 

Mr.  CoMtr,  of  Barlinflooy  io  •  leklor  to  the  Editor 
eftheXanc*!,  etatae  that  be  hat  found  ood-liTor  oil 
ifeBeAcial  w  «a  extefsal  applioatlon  io  the  ophthalmia 
tanl  of  aerofiihNU  saljeeta^  hariDg  need  it  in  a  namber 
ef  caaea  vlth  oomplete  anooeie.  The  oil  ia  to  be  nibbed 
an  the  eyelids  tbiee  timea  a  da/.— Zmiciiy  Feb.  S7th. 

OB  TBB  TBBBATBOnO  TAIiVB  OF  TUB  FBBPABATI0B8 
OV  lODlBB  IB  arFBiut. 

M .  Aian  tarodnatea  a  loog  memoir  on  thia  aal^ect 
irUk  the  IbUoving  aonelBalona:*- 

1.  Moltipliad  eipeflmeBU  eatobliah  Ineontaatably 
that  the  pieparatlona  of  Iodine  paaaaaa  valoable  pro- 
partiaa  in  the  treatment  of  ayphilitio  diaaaaea* 

5.  The  iodide  of  potaaaltm  la  to  be  preftrred  to  all 
ether  piepaiatiotia. 

9ii  The  iodide  of  potaaainm  ia  not  to  be  given  in* 
diaarinynateiy  at  all  perioda  of  the  dlieaae ;  it  ia  more 
paxtiealarly  appHeahle  to  what  haa  bten  termed  by 
WaOaee  the  pnalalar  form  of  ayphilia;  it  is  also 
i^aeille  in  the  tertiary  forma.  lie  powera  in  the  primary 
diteaae  are  not  ao  well  marked. 

4.  It  ia,  partionlarly  in  easea  in  which  merenrial 
medioatlon  faila,  or  when  the  ayphiUtic  symptoma  are 
of  Imig  atanding,  that  the  iodide  of  potaaaiam  ahonld 
be  anbetitBted  forthb  preparattona  of  Bierettry«  Dnder 
thaae  dioBmstaneea  thia  medicine  anppllaa  a  want 
which  waa  long  felt  by  tbe  profession,  and  which  waa 
of  moat  i^imiens  conseqoencea  to  the  patient; 

A.  It  ia  doabtfnl  whether  it  ia  adviaable  to  oomMne 
the  iodiae  and  mercarial  treatment. 

6.  The  inconreniencea  which  aometimea  follow  the 
Qse  of  the  preparations  of  iodine  should  not  caoae  va  to 
abandon  it,  aa  they  may  be  obviated  by  ita  cautions 
administration.— .IrcAiMs  Giniralest  Janvier,  1847. 

SURGERY. 

0?l  TBB  APFLICATIOM  OF  ICB  IN  TBB  TSBATMBNT 

OF  IMJUaiBS. 

The  application  of  ice,  to  a  great  proportion  of  severe 
weinda,  ia  the  established  practice  of  several  of  the 
BOstdistingni.)hed  French  surgeons. 

In  the  H6pltal  St  Louis,  bums  are  treated  in  this 
w^,  and  ita  application  fi  extensive  bums  appears  to 
us  to  be  that  in  which  ita  employment  is  most  strongly 
eppeeed  to  our  treatment  of  the  same  injuries.  **  How- 
aver  flcteaalve  the  surisce  or  the  depth  of  a  bum,  it  is 
immediately  covered  with  bladders  half  fhll  of  pounded 
Ice, which  are  fixed  by  different  contrivances,  according 
to  the  aitnation  of  the  ii^ured  part,  and  this  treatment 
is  continued  till  the  separation  of  the  eachark  If  the 
bun-  be  veiy  extensive,  the  patient,  placed  in  a  ahect 
held  ^  two  men,  ia  plunged  into  a  oold  bath.**— ^ima^f 
d«  Thtrap€Utiqiu»  Mai,  1846. 

Upon  thia  theEditorof  the  EdinhtrghMotOhfyJawmal 
jemadn,  that  it  ie  said  that  the  patient  expeiiencea 
iamenae  relief  from  this  treatment,  and  that  he  la  com- 
paratively free  firom  pain  aa  long  aa  the  body  can  bear 
the  astieBM  aold.    The  bath  is  repeated  frequently* 


ItblMSaved  by  the  advocalea  of  thia  tieatment  that 
the  extent  of  aloughing  of  the  surface  is  thus  greatly 
diminished ;  in  other  words,  that  the  extent  of  deslruc 
tion  of  the  iijured  parts  does  not  depend  on  the  ikverity 
of  the  original  bum,  but  on  the  intensity  of  tbe  re- 
action which  occurs  aAerwards,  and  the  beneficial 
operation  of  the  cold,  Is  attributed  to  Its  preventing,  or 
in  a  great  measure  subduing,  this  re-action. 

However  rational  the  theory,  we  believe  that  in  prac-^ 
tiee  this  treatment  of  vefy  extensive  bums  will  inva- 
riably be  found  inapplicable.  The  eurface  of  the  body 
in  these  cases  Is  In  the  first  place  cold,  and  the  patient 
collapsed  and  pnlselesi^  and  we  do  not  think  the  most 
strenuous  advocate  of  tbe  ice  and  cold-water  system 
would  immerse  a  patient  in  this  state  in  a  cold  bath. 
On  Uie  contrary,  stimulants  must  be  administered,  and 
the  small  quantity  of  caloric  remaining  in  the  body  is 
to  be  preserved  by  the  external  application  of  cotton 
wadding,  and  other  non-conducting  substances.  It 
must  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  shock  from  an 
extensive  bum  is  not  recovered  from  so  rapidly  as  that 
occasioned  by  most  other  injuries,  and  freqnentljr  soon 
after  the  ftill  eslabHskment  of  re-action,  the  aeparatlon 
of  the  alongha  haa  eonnnenced,  the  extent  of  which  wo 
believe  to  depend  entirely  on  the  aeverlty  of  the  ori. 
ginal  bum,  and  not  on  the  treatment  employed.  The 
application  of  lee  In  smaller  boms  we  should  think 
muoh  more  worthy  of  trial ;  indeed  wa  are  aware  that 
great  relief  ia  aometimea  obtained  from  ita  oae,  and  aa 
relief  from  ptin  in  auch  caaea  ia  one  of  tbe  beat  indleea 
of  its  treatment^  the  feelinge  of  the  patient  may  veiy 
properly  guide  ua  In  ita  emf»loyment. 

In  the  Yal  do  Oraoe^  Bf.  Baudena  uses  ico 
extensively  in  the  caaea  of  wonnda,  contusions,  and 
compound  Aaotnree,  and  apparently  with  much  auc- 
eeea;  but  thia  augeon,  not  content  with  the  degree  of 
oold  prodneed  by  the  ice,  redncea  the  temperature  to  a 
much  lower  degree  (15^  below  aero  C.,)  by  asixing  It 
with  ooannon  aalt.  It  la  allowed,  however,  that  thia 
extreme  degrae  of  eeld  frequently  preduoea  oonaiderablo 
pain  te  the  patient,  and  a  feeling  ot  tightneaa  and  oon- 
geatlen  in  the  part;  and  we  aheuld  naturally  expect 
auch  an  extreme  degree  of  tempeimtura  to  prove  rather 
a  aoniee  of  irritation  to  the  part  than  to  act  in  the 
benefidal  way  In  which  it  ia  represented.  By  using 
cold  water,  and  renewing  ita  application  very  fre* 
qoently,  we  probably  obtain  aa  low  a  temperature  aa  it 
ia  advlaabU  to  ^ply  on  moat  oeoaaiona* 

We  feel  aaaared  that  the  indlaeriminate  and  con- 
tinned  appUaation  of  ice  Io  wounda  and  litfuriea  ia  frw- 
quentlyprodoetive  of  ndaehief.  We  have  witneaied 
fatal  eiyalpalaa  on  aevaial  occaakma  aupervene  during 
ita  application ;  and  in  a  laige  hospital  in  the  north  of 
Germany,  when  thia  treatment  waa  faidlaoriminalaly 
applied  in  every  oaae  of  wound,  contusion,  and  free* 
tore,  simple  or  compound,  fatal  cases  of  phlebitis  and 
eiysipelaa  occurred  with  greater  frequency  than  we 
have  ever  aeen  tAmmhtn^^Mimihijf  JimrmU  a/*  M^dietii 
SeknM,  Januaiy  1, 184?. 

TRBATHBNT  OF  PBOLAFtUa  ABI. 

Dr.  Hake  haa  made  pubUc  a  plan  of  treating  thia 
oecaaionally  Tery  troublesome   accident,  wbloh  wag 
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soggettod  to  Irfm  bj  a  friend  wbo  had  i&Tantod  Km* 
MBMdy  for  hii  cvn  fafferingt. 

The  plan  liiapljr  consistoio  retaraiDg  the  bowel,  and 
plaoisg  against  it  a  piece  of  sponge  fonr  or  five  inehea 
long,  an  inch  wide  and  half  an  inch  thiofcy  roUad  upon 
itself  BO  as  to  form  a-  ped.  The  battoeks  are  then 
broogfat  at  nearlj  as  possible  into  appositiOBy  and 
retained  in  that  situation  by  straps  of  plaster  passed 
lengthwaja  from  one  to  the  other.  By  this  means  a 
very  effeetaal  sopport  is  aflforded  to  the  relaxed,  ^bevel. 
If  there  is  much  irritation  aboat  the  anna  the  part 
ahoald  be  washed  with  Tinegar  and  w%t»t,^*Mfdical 
GazetU,  Febroary,  1847. 

[We  regard  this  simple  oontrivanoe,  the  efltocts  of 
which  aie  stated  by  Dr.  Hake  to  have  been  eqnally 
aatisfactory  in  other  cases  witnessed  by  himself,  as  one 
of  great  valoei  and  likely  to  supersede  many  more 
expensive  inventions.  The  benefit  derived  from  it 
might  probably  be  increased  by  dipping  the  sponge 
pre? ions  to  application  in  some  astringent  sdotion, 
as  a  decoction  of  rbatany  root,  or  a  weak  solution  of 

nitrate  of  silver.] 

« 

OK  FIStVRBS  AMP  SXCOUATIOKt  OT  THB    MIPPLX. 

M.  Donn4  (ConuUi  aus  Mere$  ntr   VAUaUement) 
observes  that  fissures  of  the  nipple,  so  frequently 
observed  in  nurses,  are  not  to  be  deemed  solely  as  an 
inconvenience  unconnected  with    the    secretion  and 
qualities  of  the  milk;  they^have  other  inconveniences 
beyond  the  mere  pain  which  they  produce.  He  does  not 
doubt  that  they  are  always  related  to  a  defective  con> 
dition  of  the  lacteal  secretions,  not  less  injurious  to  the 
infant  than  to  the  nmrse^  and  in  this  point  of  vfew  he 
considers  them  worthy  of  every  attention.    He  states 
that  he  has  constently  found  that  women  who  are 
anl^eet  to  these  fissores  have  a  poor  quality  of  milk, 
and  that  it  is  commonly  mixed  with  mucosltiee.    So 
constant  is  this  connectton,   that  he  oonaiders   the 
fissures  the  indication,  if  not  the  consequences,  of 
poferty  of  the  milk,  of  ita  being  deficient  in  quantity, 
and  ot  ito  dlfllenlty  in  flowing,--which  dlileulty  causes 
■  the  infant  to  make  violent  and  injarlons  efforto  on 
snetlon.    It  happens  toe»  that  the  infant  becomes  ill- 
nourished,  and  thisi  aeeording  to  Donn^,  causes  the 
•eeretion  of  an  aoid  saliva,  which  adds  to  the  misehief. 
[In  opposition  to  this  theory  of  mechanical  violence 
81  a  cause  of  sen  nipples,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
Br.  Roesi  has  noticed  that  the  painful  excoriation 
never  appears,  even  in  retracted  nipple,  where  the 
greatsat  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  child  are  required, 
unless  the  in  Amf  s  month  presenta  aphthous  ulcerations. 
He  states  that  he  has  proved  this  to  be  the  real  cause. 
by  applying  children  so  affected  to  the  botnm   of 
healthy  women,  when  fissures  of  the  nipple  have  been 
the  resnlt— JTaniUfi^f  Ahttract^  voL  ii.,  p.  994.] 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

OH  TBS  FKBPARATIONS  OF  IRON. 

l>t.  Clarke  (IhMim  MtdUai  JPrtsf,  Jan.  S7th,;  has 
published  a  communication,  in  which  he  gives  a 
formula  for  producing  abetter  preparation  of  carbonate 
of  iron  than  has  hitherto  been  adopted.  The  most 
active  preparations  of  iron  have  been  determined  by 


cbemiste  to  ba  those  wUch  contain  the  metol  In  the 
state  of  protoxides  b«t  it  has  always  been  found 
difficult  to  preserve  the  metal  in  that  form  from  Ite 
gteat  affinity  for  oxygen.  Even  fn  the  sacebarine 
carbonate  of  the  Edinburgh  FharmacopcBla  this  change 
tokes  place,  and  thus  prevents  the  fhU  advantage 
which  had  been  anticipated  by  the  proposers  of  that 
formula.  Dr.  Clarke  observes  that  the  specimens 
examined  by  him  rarely  contained  more  than  from 
fifty  to  sixty  per  cent,  of  real  cari>onate  of  the  pro- 
toxide, and  he  therefore  has  endeavoured  to  improve 
upon  the  process,  by  uniting  the  precipiteto  as  soon  as 
it  is  formed,  with  as  much  sugar  as  it  is  capable 
of  eombtning  with.    The  details  are  as  follows  :— 

He  first  makes  a  sohitton  of  Aw  ouneei  of  earlMmate 
of  soda  in  twenty-fbnr  ounces  of  water,  and  adds  to 
it  four  ounces  of  simple  syrup;  and  having  pseviooaly 
obteined  a  pure  sulphate  of  iron,  by  sulphuric  aeld  and 
water  with  iron  wire,  he  then  dissolves  fonr  ounoes  of 
it  in  two  pinta  of  cold  water,  and  instantly  adds  the 
solution  of  soda  and  sagsr.  The  process  being  con- 
ducted, as  in  the  Edinbur^  formula,  the  -whoto  ia 
thrown  on  a  lUter,  and  the  precipitete  rapidly  usized 
with  two  ounces  of  sugar,  and  dried  by  exposnsa  to 
air.  Dr.  Clarke  thus  gete  a  preparation  containing 
from  ninety  to  ninety  .five  per  cent,  pure  carbonate  of 


iron. 


TOXICOLOGY. 


OH    THB    TBBATXKNT    OV    FOtSOVIHO  BT  ACIBS* 

In  poisoning  by  acids,  the  antldotel  treatment  alone 
suffices,  if  applied  early.  All  tozicological  writers 
advise  the  employment  of  magnesia,  the  alcaline  car- 
bonates,  and  soap,  but  these  are  not,  according  to 
M.  BoQchardat,  sufficient,  and  he  thinks  therefore,  that 
he  is  entitled  to  some  credit  as  having  laid  down  a  mora 
definite  treatment. 

It  is  well  to  commence,  he  observes,  with  calcined 
magnesia  in  excess,  but  as  a  portion  of  the  add 
is  absorbed,  and  tends  to  destroy  life  by  prodncing 
coagulation  of  the  blood,  it  is  not  enough  to  have 
neutralized  the  acid  In  the  stomach,  but  some  soluble 
antedd  must  be  giren,  which  may  be  absorbed,  and 
BO  neutralise  the  acid  which  has  reached  the  blood. 
The  best  substence  to  effect  that  purpose  is  the  bicar- 
bonate of  soda.  The  author  remarks,  that  it  ia  of 
importance  not  to  exhibit  ^le  soda  in  the  first  Instanee, 
as  the  disengagement  of  the  carbonic  acid  may  caase 
rupture  of  the  ooats  of  the  stomach. 

TREATMBNT  OP   AESBNICAL  POlSORIiro. 

M.  Bussy  has  demonstrated  that  magnesia  forma  an 
insoluble  compound  with  arsenioos  add  and  Bsay 
therefore  be  employed  as  an  antidote  to  that  poison. 
The  treatment  recommended  by  Bouchardat  is  the 
following  :— 

After  having  produced  vomiting,  give  the  hydrated 
peroxide  of  iron  f  n  excess,  m  combination  with  mag- 
nesia. If  there  be  prostration  ai  the  vital  powers^  the 
surface  Is  to  be  stimulated  by  sinapisara,  firiotioBS, 
warmth,  &c.  Finally,  the  expulsion  of  the  potsoB  is 
to  be  fhcilitated  by  porgatiree  end  diuretict. 


ANECDOTES  W  TSE  UtDWMh  PROFESSION. 
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TSSASMsmr  of  vonoin^  bt  ijia»« 

TlMie  mn  thnt  dxcumsUAOM  to  h9  vontidefad  in 
lead  potoonlnf  :-* 

1.  Tlie  ImalflwiUolpdMiiiiig  b/  the  hUm  oI  lead 
is  lafgft  dotes. 

S.  Tbe  trMtment  of  aloir  poieoniAg  b/  the  Mile  of 
leML 

3.  The  prophjlaetio  tnatment 

Tbe  entidoto  most  relied  upon  by  Boacbardet  for 
the  fulfilment  of  the  firrt  Indleation  is  the  bydrated 
persQlpbnret  of  iron  given  in  exoessy  mixed  with  symp. 
Tomlting  and  parsing  may  be  solicited  by  large  doses 
of  croUm  in\,  [The  second  and  third  indications  are 
not  lonehed  upon.] 

TUIATXBMT  OF  POISONINO  'BT  OPIUM  AND  ITS 
mBPABATIONS. 

1.  Empty  the  stomach  by  emetics  or  tbe  stomach- 
pnmp. 
.    2.  Give  a  solution  of  the  iodide  of  potassiam. 

3.  Giro  strong  coiTeeyWitbontsagar.  The  proportions 
leeommanded  by  Boacbardat  are,  an  onnce  and  a  half 
of  eoflee  to  half  a  pint  of  water,  to  which  is  added 
brandy,  half  an  oonce.— Jnmiafre  de  I%€rapeutique 
1847. 

P0I80NIIVO  Br  ABSKNIC,  DATINO  BACK  TBN  YSABS : 
BBTBCTION  OF  ABSBMIC  IB  THB  BOBBS  OF  THB 
SKXLBTON. 

A  ease  of  poisoning  occarred  In  the  village  of 
Scamagne,  withont  tbe  fact  having  reached  the  ears 
of  jastice.  Ten  years  after,  certain  circam stances 
arose  which  led  to  the  apprehension  of  four  suspepted 
persons.  A  medical  enquiry  was  instituted,  and  a 
slreleton  was  discovered,  which  was  recognized  as 
belonging  to  tbe  murdered  individual,  and  who,  upon 
the  confession  of  one  of  the  parties  implicated,  had 
died  at  the  end  of  twenty. four  boors,  after  having  taken 
a  large  quantity  of  arsenic.  The  skeleton  and  the 
remains  of  the  funereal  appurtenances  were  submitted 
to  chemical  analysis,  and  arsenic  was  discovered  to 
exist  in  repeated  instances.  Tbe  source  of  (be  poison 
was  rendered  more  certain  by  tbe  fact,  that  none  was 
discovered  in  a  skeleton  which  lay  so  close  to  tbe 
above,  that  it,  was  at  first  mistaken  for  it.— Cotirl 
<j^Asiizedehffaute'Vienne,^Oazette  iKf/(/.,Janv.,l847. 


ANECDOTES  OF  ThS  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

£The  following  aneedotes  of  the  Medical  Profession 
mn  the  **  gleanings^'  of  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
Provincial  Association.  They  afford  a  tribute  to  the 
Ailly  humanity,  and  disinterestedness  which  charac 
terize  the  genuine  medical  practitioner,  and  are  here 
lecorded  as  an  example  and  encouragement  to  others  to 
go  and  do  likewise.] 

1.— The  anecdote  most  flattering  to  tbe  medical 
prolbasion,  which  I  would  reeall  to  your  remembrance 
isy  the  oeeaeion  of  the  fiiat  esublishment  of  the  East 
India  Company's  power  on  the  coast  of  Coromandel, 
which  waa  piocnred  by  the  favonr  of  the  Great  Mogul 
to  one  of  onr  pio/essiMiy  Gabriel  Bonghton,  of  the 


ttdptMip^fid,  hi  graiitirde  for  his  ettdent  help  in  a 
case  of  great  distress  to  the  monaieh.    It  seems  that 
in  the  year  1686,  (t)*  (a  very  early  period  of  onr  direct 
intereearse  with  India,  after  the  Porfengoese  had  dis- 
eovsasd  the  passage  thither  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope»)  one  of  the  princesses  of  tbe  Great  Mogul's 
family  had  l>cea  bamt  dreadfully  by  accident,  and 
that  ft  messenger  was  sent  to  Sural,  where  foreign 
tnders  resorted,  to  desire  the  assistance  of  one  of  the 
BttgUih  surgeons  there,  for  fhey  had  acquired  a  great 
repBtatioB  ao^ongst  the  natives  for  their  skill  in  the 
onra  of  diseases.    Gabriel  Boughton  proceeded  forth* 
with  to  Delhi,  and  was  sncceesful  in  performing  a  care 
on  which  the  Great  Mogul's^  nrinister  asked  him  what, 
bts  master  could  do  for  him  to  manifest  his  gratitode 
for  so  important  a  service  I    Gabriel  answered  with  a 
disiuterestedness, — a  generosity,— a  patriotism  beyond 
any  praise,  *'  Let  my  nation  trade  with  yours.*'   **  Be  it 
so."    A  portion  of  the  coast  was  marked  out  for  the 
future  resort   of   English  ships,   and  all  duties  were 
compromised  for  a  small  sum  of  mone^.f    A  better 
station,  it  is  true,  was  selected  at  the  mouth  of  tbe 
Hooghly   river  some   twenty  years    afterwards,   and 
Calcutta  was  built;  but  here  was  the  first  establishment 
of  our  power.    Here  did  the  civilization  of  that  vast 
continent  begin  j  from  hence  the  blessed  light  ot  the 
Gospel  may   have  been  first  promulgated   amongst  a 
hundred  millions  of  native  idolaters,  since  subjected 
to  the  control  of  British  power,  and  made  partokers 
of  our    enlightened  comforts."— Sir  Henry  Halford 
*'  On  some  results  of  succes^ul  practice  of  Physic" 

2.-^1 1  has  been  before  remarked  how  the  English 
were  todebted  in   16^   to  the  skill  of  an  English 
Doctor  for  permission  to  settle  at  Pipley;  in  1713 
our  country  was  again  indebted  to  ite  medical  skill  for 
further  privileges.    Mr.  Hamilton,  a  surgeon  in  the 
East  India  Company's  sort  ice,  having  accompanied  an 
MBftbassy  to  Delhi,  soliciting  certain  privileges,  a  pow- 
erful opposition  was  met  in  the  Mogul's  conrt,  and  the 
embassy  were  on  the  point  of  retaming  nnsuceessfnl, 
when  it  so  happened  that  the  Emperor  Ferokshere  was 
seised  with  a  dangerous  ilhiess,  which  baiiied  the  ekill 
of  the  native  physicians.    Mr*  Hamilton's  advice  was 
soUeited,  given,  and  successfol.    On  being  desired  to 
name  his  reward,  he  nobly  cast  aside  private  advan- 
tages,  and  implored  a  grantuf  theobjecte  of  the  mission, 
which  were  gratefully  conceded*    Hamilton's  remains 
rest  without  a  stone  to  mark  the  spot  in  the  barial« 
ground  at  Calcutto,  his  patriotism  and  his  services 
alike   nnremembercd  j  and    although  the  natives  of 
India  have  been  more  linked  to  England  in  ties  of 
personal  affection,  by  means  of  the  skill  of  our  surgeons 
and  physicians,  than  by  any  other  class  of  the  East 
India  Compsny's  servants,  they  are  the  worst  paid  and 


•  In  1656  (7)  owiDg  to  the  skill  of  an  English  doctor, 
(Boughton,)  the  East  India  Company  received  the  Mogul's 
sanction  to  establish  a  factory  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  Hooghly.- Jfeitf^eflMry  MarHtCs  Bittor^  tf  tkt  JBn'KM 
i7e<ea^e«,voi.  i.,p.  4. 

t  **  On  the  payment  of  three  thousand  rupees,  a  goreni- 
ment  license  for  an  unlimited  trade,  without  payment  of 
enstoms,  is  theriehest  province  of  lodia^  was  recorded«*'— 
if«r«  British  AMh'a,  voL  U  P.  7  ^ 


lOSCBLLANtOm. 


SMI  iU>i«qBlM  oAofft  in  Um  SmI;  iMr  USA  «• 
fptni  in  ^oliig  goo4,  Mid  old  ago  brings  vlth  U  littto 
to  solnM  bat  the  rMnembna^  of  the  fraat  It  ft  to 
bo  liopod  tbot  a  piofonioDi  combining  in  its  omoIm, 
-adoneo^  oztansivo  knowledge,  and  ohrittfan  obaritjy 
will  loon  meet  its  deeerti.— Jfow^oowy  MwrtiifM 
Binary  aftini  BrUiah  CoUmUh  vel.  1,  p.  67. 

[There  eppenft  conilderable  disereponey  in  the 
dates.  Sir  H.  Halford  says  that  Gabriel  Booghton 
obtained  bis  peimlnion  in  1636--*<.  e.,  four  yeais  after 
the  Great  Hognl  gnmted  pemiasion  to  osUbUeh  a 
faetoiy  at  Pipley;  and  Mr.  Martin  saysythstin  1666, 
owing  to  Bonghton't  sldU,  permiision  was  given  to 
eetabUtb  one  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Hoogbly,  and  in 
alloding  to  this  he  also  says  it  was  in  1665.  The 
discrepancyi  howerer,  does  not  alter  the  merit  of  ihcts 
so  sreditable  to  onr  profession.] 

3.*-''  I  was  Ysry  anxioas  to  procare,if  posrible,  aome 
medical  advice  for  Mysteri,  whose  illneu  prerented 
my  departnre.  Every  one  of  the  Earopean  praotisiog 
dootort,  of  whom  there  had  been  many,  had  either 
died  or  fled ;  it  waa  aaid,  however,  that  there  waa  an 
Englishman  in  the  medical  service  of  the  Paaha,  who 
quietly  remained  at  his  post,  bnt  that  he  never  engaged 
in  private  practice.  I  determined  to  try  if  I  could 
obtain  aaaistanee  in  thia  qnartor.  I  did  not  ventore 
at  first,  and  at  auoh  a  time  as  thia,  to  aak  him  to  visit  a 
aervant  who  was  proatrato  on  the  bed  of  sickneaa,  but 
thinking  I  might  thus  g^n  an  opportunity  of  peranadiog 
him  to  attend  Myaaeri,  I  wrote  a  note  mentioning  m^ 
own  affair  of  the  aore  throat,  and  aaking  for  the  benefit 
of  his  medicsl  advioe.  He  instantly  followed  back  my 
messenger,  and  waa  at  onoe  shown  op  into  my  room. 
I  entreated  him  to  stand  off,  tolling  him  fairly  how 
deeply  I  was  <*  compromised,"  and  especially  by  my 
eontect  with  a  penon  actaally  ill,  and  aince  dead  of 
plague.  The  generooa  fellow  with  a  good  humoured 
laugh  at  the  terrora  of  the  oontagioniata,  marched 
atraight  up  to  me  and  forcibly  seised  my  hand,  and 
ahook  it  with  manly  violence.  I  felt  grateful  indeed, 
and  awelled  with  frnah  pride  of  race,  becauae  that  my 
countryman  could  carry  himself  ao  nobly.  He  aoon 
cared  Myaaeri  aa  well  aa  mc,  and  all  thia  he  did  from  no 
other  motivea  than  tho  pleasure  of  doing  a  ktndneaa, 
and  the  delight  of  braving  a  danger.'-— Cairo  and  the 
PioffUi.    SSthenf  p.  314, 

(Tb  be  eonHnmed,) 

0tattal  intellfgntce* 

HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 
Lord  Morpeth  obtained  leare  on  Tuesday,  March 
39th,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  bring  into  tiie  House  of 
Commons  a  Bili  for  improving  the  Health  of  Towns. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Lioentiatesy  Tharaday,  March 
1 1th : — John  Shepherd  Fleteher,  Mancheator  $  Thonma 
Oldacrea,  Market  Bosworth^  Thomaa  Binford  Eyre, 
TeovU;  Nathaniel  Boat  Gill,  B.  I.  Comp.  Sendee; 
George    Bookofi    Dronfieldy    Deibyaliirs;    Bdward 


Mawthill  Tsame^  fltoekton^  WurssitofsWw;  Horalto 
LilUflsnt,  Exeter;  Chailes  Hoary  HolmaB,  OfodSton; 
Edward  Hancock,  Stoko,  near  FlymostL 

OeatlameB  admitted  UemitialeB,  Tbiiiid«y«  Mtareh 
18th:— Robert  Finch,  Greenwich;  Robert  Kamp 
Baekeil,  Sontbampeon;  GooigeAnstleaKBaCt^Briitol^ 
John  Edmund  Currey,  Esaex. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  Fobraary  27th,  at  Tripoli,  John  Dickson, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Snigeon,  on  the  half-pey  of  the  Britisli 
Navy.  Dr.  Diefcaon  had  bean  rei&denl  al  IVtpoli 
upwarda  of  thirty  yean^  and  such  had  been  the  asteat 
of  his  gratuitous  attendance  on  the  indigent,  that  liia 
decease  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  public  calamitf  • 
His  funeral  was  escorted  by  a  military  goard  of 
honour,  aent  by  the  Pacha,  and  attended  by  the 
Foreign  Conaula,  by  all  the  European  residente  of 
every  clan,  and  by  sereral  thousands  of  Jews  and 
Mahomedans. 

March  16tb,  at  Southampton,  aged  18,  Jnlfna 
Veronge,  Esq.,  M.O.,  Surgeon  of  one  of  thb  Royal 
West  India  Mail  Packete. 

March  20th,  aged  71,  Cbaries  Rochement  AiUn, 
Esq.,  of  Bloomsbnry  Square,  a  Member  of  the  Royal 
Collie  of  Surgeons,  and  well  known  for  his  icioatifte 
and  practical  knowledge  of  ehemiatry. 

March  26tb,  in  Bedford  Square,  T.  Wilkinson  Kin^ 
Esq.,  Surgeon,  Lecturer  on  Pathological  Aaatomyt 
&C.,  at  Guy'a  Hoapitol. 
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(nmctdrmnm^kt^nidiopaihie  PUMih:  IUeordqfih$ 
ette;  ireaimeiU  andeomaktegneef  ptvhabh  eauie  qf 
tkediteate;  reaaotu  for  tkinkmff  ii  camttded  with 
iht  rkewmaiic  diatkuu.-^Patkolo§ieai  condiiiofu  <if 
ike  mm  m  phleMtiM:  exudaiitn  of  pkmtie  kff^phi 
itmdmey  ofwnouM  n^kammation  to  emtripttai  pro- 
frm»,'^(]kemgo9  oeemrmg  m  tho  plaHic  depoiit : — 
/.  SohUioH  and  romootU.'^II.  Strn'Orgwuizaiion 
midpenutimt  tM^emm^j-^in.  Pwruimt  irmirform* 
atioH  and  i(9  oerumt  eom9eqtiene€§j^'Ob$&rvaiioni  on 
the  troatmmtj^Cold  and  rheumatiom  eontidered  as 
prodigponng  eanet  ofpMebUis, 

Gentlemen, — Cases  of  idiopathic  phlebitis—inflam- 
mation of  the  veins  occnrring  spontaneonsly— are  of 
sufficiently  rare  occurrence  to  be  of  some  interest  to 
yOQ  in  a  course  of  clinical  instruction.  On  this 
occasicii  I  propose  to  point  out  to  yon  the  pathological 
condilibns  of  this  disease,  the  most  frequent  predis- 
posing causes,  the  general  principles  of  treatment, 
together  with  the  ulterior  consequences  or  effects  of 
this  affection,  when  existing  independently  of  local 
njnry.  The  case  of  inflammation  of  the  saphena  veins 
of  both  legs  in  a  man  in  Burdett  ward  will  afford  me 
this  opportunity.  The  case  during  its  progress,  may 
have  appeared  trifling  to  you,  the  symptoms  being  for 
the  most  part  unaccompanied  by  pain,  or  much  con- 
stitutional disturbance,  yet,  .is  this  conditton  of  the 
veins,  fraught  with  mnch  possible  danger,'  the  chances 
of  pamlent  termination  being  by  no  mean^  remote, 
and  which  once  established  excites  conditions  of 
learfal  jeopardy,  and  rarely  exempted  fatality. 

The  ward-book  reports  the  case  of  J.  H.,  a  labouring 
ai«D,  aged  27,  admitted  sirfRering  from  idiopathic 
phkMtb.  The  appewaaee  of  the  patient  on  admiisloB 
was  ttMt  of  •  man  throughly  out  of  health,  of  some- 
what anxious  aspect,  but  not  sttfferiDg  any  amonni  of 
fain.  He  states  thai  he  bae  fek  a  tense  cord-like 
strdfiog  in  both  his  legs  for  tlie  last  seven  days.  There 
is  no  want  of  mobility  in  the  lower  extremities.  He 
walks  and  moves  about  without  pain ;  but  comineaciag 
al  the  iBtema!  ttalleola  of  boA  legs,  and  extend- 
ing up  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  tibia,  and  between 
Ike  edfe  of  Cke  belly  of  Hbt  gastrocuemins,  a  eord- 
fiko  swelling  is  felt,  which  is  sligkUy  painful  to 
No.  8^  AprU  ai|  1847. 


the  touchy  and  the  course  of  which  is  marked  by  a 
dusky  red  line.  It  is  evidently  the  saphena  major 
vein  in  a  state  of  inflammation.  The  cord-like  hard« 
ness  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  vein,  and  is  lost 
only  as  the  vessel  disappears  under  the  fascia  to  join 
the  crural.  The  same  condition  exists  in  the  saphena 
veins  of  both  legs.  There  is  no  swelling  of  the  glands 
of  the  groin ;  no  wound  or  any  abrasion  of  surface  on 
the  foot,  or  any  part  of  the  lower  extremities.  Has 
not  felt  any  rigors.  The  pulse  is  84,  soft ;  the  tongue 
is  white  and  moist ;  there  is  no  deficiency  of  appetite  ; 
no  thirst ;  no  febrile  heat  of  skin  ;  but  the  urine  is 
dark  coloured,  and  deposits  a  copious  precipitate  of 
the  pink  urates.  He  has  been  at  work  in  the  coffer- 
dam at  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  working  often  for 
hours  up  to  his  ankles  and  knees  in  water. 

He  was  admitted  on  the  20th  January,  and  ordered 
Hydrarg.  cum  Crete  et'Pulr.  Ipecac.  Co.,  utrq.,  gr.  v., 
quartis  horis.  Beef  tea  diet,  and  the  lower  linr.b8  to  be 
enveloped  in  hot  moist  flannels,  to  be  repeatedly 
renewed.  On  the  next  day  the  cord-like  tension  of  the 
reins  had  materially  diminished,  and  much  less  pain 
was  felt  on  pressure.  The  dusky-red  colour  now  marks 
the  course  of  the  veins,  from  the  inner  ankle  to  the 
groin,  indicating  that  some  smaller  branches,  emptying 
into  the  main  trunk,  are  here  and  there  likewise 
affected.  On  the  23rd  slight  ptyalism  was  noticed, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  a  brisk  diarrhoea 
commenced,  which  was  directed  not  to  be  checked 
unless  it  became  urgent.  Tlie  remedies  were  to  be 
repeated.  On  the  24th  the  report  states,  that  after 
many  watery  dejections  the  looseness  spontaneously 
ceased,  and  this  day  no  pain  was  experienced  in  any 
part  of  the  indurated  vein,  and  the  dusky-red  colour 
was  now  confined  to  the  inferior  part  of  the  vein.  On 
the  25th  the  cord-like  tension  was  gradoally  disap« 
peering,  his  general  appearance  had  much  impixived, 
the  appetite,  which  had  not  been  deficient  from  the 
first,  had  now  become  craving,  and  be  was  placed  on  am 
improved  dief .  On  February  1st  he  was  reported  coa« 
valeseent,  and  dischaiged  oo  the  2nd. 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  remuriuble^  thai  n  man,  sif« . 
faring  from  chronie  rheuiiuitisaii»  and  in  Dr.  Kingston's 
ward,  is  suffering  from  a  siusifaur  condition  of  the 
saphena  in  both  limbs.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  refer** 
ring  the  origin  of  this  state  of  the  teint  to  the  eAset  off 
cold.  We  did  not  see  this  patient  during  the  tot 
period  of  the  attack  i  we  cannot,  therefore,  deterttiint 
the  amount  or  nature  of  the  constitutional  disturbance 
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^ezisdog  at  theeommenoement;  at  any  rate,  we  are 
annred  of  certain  circamstanGes  capable  of  predis- 
poiing  tbe  syitem  to  such  disturbance.  The  eipoture 
of  the  lower  extremities  for  hours  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  to  the  influence  of  cold  and  wet,  is  not  an  unlikely 
disturbing  cause.  Had  symptoms  of  rbenmatisn  co- 
existed with  the  inflammation  of  the  saphena  veins,  as 
is  the  case  in  the  patient  in  Bourerie  ward,  there  could 
hare  been  no  difficulty  in  associating  this  state  of  tbe 
veins  with  the  phlebitis  accompanying  the  rheumatic 
diathesis,  and  which  has  beien  noticed  by  more  than 
-one  author.  Vet,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  all 
erratic  pains,  I  am  still  inclined  to  refer  this  condition 
of  the  veins  to  a  rheumatic  origin,  the  state  of  tbe 
urine  presenting  all  the  features  of  rheumatism,  and 
the  exciting  causes  being  in  every  respect  capable  of 
developing  most  of  the  conditions  and  elements  of  that 
disease. 

Phlebitis  from  rheumatic  causes  may  be  considered 
as  the  lightest  form  of  this  most  serious  malady ;  it 
differs  only  from  the  phlebitis  produced  by  wounds,  or 
by  the  absorption  of  animal  septic  poisons,  in  that 
there  is  less  tendency  to  terminate  in  purulent  forma- 
tion, a  condition  that  renders  these  two  latter  affections 
of  such  momentous  importance.  The  plastic  contents 
of  the  vein  in  this  rheumatic  form  of  phlebitis,  either 
dissolve  or  liquefy ;  and  being  thus  removed,  are  car- 
ried away  into  the  general  circulating  mass,  or  at  most 
remain  as  a  plug  in  the  vein,  becoming  semi-organized, 
and  either  completely  or  partially  obstructing  the  cir- 
culation through  the  affected  vessel,  the  numerous 
venous  anastomoses  subsequently  carrying  oiv  the  cur- 
rent through  their  enlarged  and  dilated  canals. 

When  a  disease  presents  distinct  external  manifesta- 
tions, it  is  convenient  to  consider  it — first,  in  reference 
to  the  locah^mptoffls ;  and,  secondly,  as  to  tbe 
extent  of  constitntional  disturbance,'  accompanying  or 
produced  by  the  local  disease.  I  wish  therefore  to 
detail  to  you — first,  the  pathological  conditions  of 
the  inflamed  vessels,  the  cord-like  tension  of  which 
first  arrests  our  attention ;  and,  secondly,  the  con- 
stitutional conditions,  if  any,  produced  by  the  state 
of  the  veins. 

It  would  appear  from  the  pathological  researches 
of  the  most  recent  observers,  that  the  inner  membrane 
of  the  veins  in  the  earliest  stage  of  the  inflammatory 
process    becomes    discoloured,   of   a  purplish    hue, 
occasionally  of  a  light  scarlet,  and  that  this  discolour- 
ation is  not  uniformly  spread  over  the  inflamed  portion, 
but  irregularly-^in  patches,  sometimes  presenting  a 
striated  appearance.    Accompanying  this  alteration  in 
colour,  and  as  the  result  of  the  hyperamia  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  vein,  is  the  exudation  or  deposit  of 
plastic  lymph,  which,  forms  in  layers,  each  succeeding 
layer  being  deposited  external  to  the  last,  the  whole 
being  concentrically  arranged,  till  the  tube  of  the 
vein  becomes  completely  dogged,  and  impervious  to 
the  current  of  the  circalatlon.    It  does  not,  however, 
secesiarily   follow   that   the   vehi    becomes   totally 
knpervious;  for  the  fibrinous  deposits. do  not  always 
coDtkMie  till  the  canal    of   the  vessel  has  become 
obliteraled.    The  inflammatory  process  being  arrested, 
tiM  •layen  of  lymph  have,  perhaps,   only  lined  the 


canal,  and  eontiderably  diminisbed  its  capacity— noi 
totally  closed  it.  It  is  now,  irrespective  of  coaiplele» 
or  only  partial,  obliteration,  that  tbe  vetael  has 
acquired  that  cord  or  quiiUlike  character  to  the  aei 
of  touch,  which  yon  felt  in  this  caae.  The 
lymph  lining  the  vein  is  for  the  most  part  coloarlMS ; 
it  has  been  derived  from  the  blood,  and  eonseqnent 
upon  its  isolation  and  deposition  there  oecuta  • 
serous  infiltration  into  the  outer  tunic  of  the  vein, 
and  not  nnfrequently  extending  into  the  cellnlar 
tissue  investing  the  vein.  Tlus  serous  fluid  holds  ia 
solution  the  fa«mapb»iu,  or  colouring  matter  of  the 
blood  i  and  it  is  its  presence  in  tbe  serous  infiltrated 
fluid  which  causes  the  dusky-brown  red  hue  that 
externally  marks  the  course,  extent,  and'ramificatiooi 
of  the  inflamed  veins. 

It  may  happen  that  the  inflammatory  action  does 
not  continue  with  sufficient  intensity  completely  to 
plug  up  the  canal  of  the  vein ;  and  I  think  the  caae 
before  us  presents  us  with  an  example.  When  this 
happens,  the  circnlation  is  atill  imperfectly  carried 
forward  through  the  centre  of  tiie  plastic  layers  {.for 
as  these  layers  are  invariably  thrown  out  from  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  vein,  and  are  added  to  the 
circumference  of  the  plug,  it  follows,  that  for  a  time, 
at  least,  the  circulation  goes  on,  the  calibre  of  the 
vein  diminishing  as  each  succeeding  layer  is  added  to 
the  circumference  of  the  deposit.  As  a  consonance 
of  the  complete  obliteration  of  the  vein,  the  drculatiou 
is  then  maintained  by  the  anastomosing  veins. 

One  of  the  most  important  characteristics  of  venous 
inflammation  is  its  tendency  to  centripetal  progress : 
it  less  frequently  extends  from  trunks  to  branches 
than  from  branches  to  trunks ;  and  thence  progresses 
towards  the  heart,  the  centre  of  the  circulation.  This 
is  one  of  the  conditions  that  causes  phlebitis  to  be 
of  such  vital  moment. 

The  subsequent  changes  that  take  place  in  tbe 
plastic  mass,  plugging  the  channel  of  the  vein,  are 
strictly  analogous  to  those  observed  in  inflammatory 
products  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  One  of  three 
conditions  must  happen : — 

1.  The  fibrinous  mass  disappears  slowly,  an4 
gradually  becoming  dissolved,  it  is  carried  away  by 
the  restored  current  of  the  circulation. 

2.  The  lymph  becomes  semi-organised,  and  forms 
a  permanent  addition  to  the  inner  parietes  of  the  vein : 
this  more  frequently  happens  when  the  plastic  layers 
have  not  completely  obliterated  tbe  channel,  but 
merely  lessened  its  calibre.  When  this  occurs,  tense, 
quill-like  hardness  persislB,  and  a  subsequent  examina- 
tion of  the  vein  would  present  its  walls  much  thickened, 
its  capacity  diminished,  and  when  cut  across,  the  veaa 
would  remain  uncoUapsed,  and  as  an  open  cylinder. 

3.  The  third  and  most  serious  change  to  whidi  tbe 
inflammatory  exudation  is  exposed,  is  the  ^»ecial 
tendency  that  it  has  to  pass  into  suppuration.  It  is 
this  tendency  which  makes  phlebitis  at  all  times  so 
hazardous  in  its  cxuiseqoenoea ;  the  blood  becooses 
contaminated  by  the  pumlent  degeneration  of  the 
plastic  layers,  abscesses  in  different  organs  of  the  body» 
the  liver,  lungs,  and  other  gfaindi^  are  the  fornudsbie 
effects,  and  death  the  inevitaUe  UrnifttyoB. 
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It  miift  be  bom*  in. mind  that  the  inflammatorj 
Iproctw  IB  Moie  fonsi  of  phlebitis  does  not  pan  beyond 
the  deposit  of  the  plastic  lymph,  and  that  no  farther 
iwordM?  change  taking  place,  the  blood  escapes  that 
tarfttl  purulent  contamination,  which,  if  once  estab- 
Iflhed,  rarely  terminates  otherwise  than  fatally. 

The  case  we  have  just  seen  presents  ns  with  an 
•exam^  of  an  exemption  from  these  terrible  second- 
ary consequences;  yon  most,  ncTertheless,  not  forget 
that  however  tririal  and  light  the  symptoms  may  bare 
appeared  to  you,  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  veins 
from  whatever  cause,  most  be  considered  serious,  as 
the  tendency  to  purulent  degeneration  of  the  plastic 
mass  'is  greater  than  either  to  its  solution,  removal,  or 
«emi-orgaaiiation.  When  purulent  transformation  of 
the  deposited  lymph  does  not  take  place,  it  is  often 
reaanrkable  with  what  rapidity  the  ping  disappears,  and 
the  fnoetioD  of  the  vein  as  a  permeable  tube  is  restored. 
In  the  case  under  consideration,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  the  vein  had  become  soft,  and  evidently 
permeable.  Hasse  states  that  this  change  is  eifected 
probably  by  the  liquefaction  and  solution  of  the  piftstic 
mass  in  the  circuUting  fluid,  and  a  channel  by  this 
means  is  again  opened  to  the  sanguineous  current,  and 
there  are  many  reasons  for  supposing  that  the  exuded 
lymph  it  not  removed  by  absorption  by  the  vasa 
Tasomm,  bat  is  absolutely  dissolved  in  the  blood,  and 
carried  away  into  the  geaeral  circulation.  The  removal 
«f  the  fibrinous  deposit  in  this  case,  and  the  subsidence 
of  all  farthersymptoms  of  inflammation,  were  consenta- 
neous with  the  faint  indications  of  ptyalism  produced 
by  the  small  and  alterative  doses  of  mercury.  From 
this  moment  the  cord-like  hardness  disappeared,  tbe 
veins  in  the  greater  portion  of  their  course  had 
become  soft  and  elastic,  while  the  dusky  line  which 
marked  the  course  of  the  inflamed  vessel  had  entirely 
disappeared. 

Phlebitis  in  all  its  forms  presents  us  at  the  outset 
with  all  the  characteristics  of  a  sthenic  inflammation, 
and  the  treatment  must  be  based  on  those  principles 
which  experience  teaches  us  are  most  successful  in 
arresting  the  results  of  inflammatory  action.  A  general 
antiphlogistic  regimen  must  be  strictly  enforced.  Mer- 
corials,  with  opiom,  or  Dover's  powder,  are  the  best 
alteratives.  The  lower  extremities  of  this  patient  were 
for  nearly  four  days  enveloped  in  hot  moist  flannels, 
constantly  renewed.  The  best  results  have  followed 
this  treatment}  the  patient  is  convalescent,  and  the 
hardened  plastic  deposit  in  the  saphena  veins  has  nearly 
disappeared.  The  amount  of  constitutional  disturbance 
was  but  slight »  beyond  the  appearance  that  tbe  counte- 
nance indicated  of  deranged  health,  there  was  no 
symptom  of  any  moment  declaring  that  the  general 
fonctions  of  the  chylo-poietic  viscera  were  much 
deranged ;  the  appetite  was  not  deficient  i  the  bowels 
not  irregular;  but  the  urine  was  loaded  with  urates, 
nrie  add  crystals  were  also  apparent,  and  there  was 
a  considerable  amount  of  pnrpurine  in  combination. 

Froaa  the  abaenoe  ol  much  constitutional  distnrb- 

aiMe>  it  would  appear  from  this  example,  that  it  is  not 

til  the  terrible  condition  of  purulent  degeneration  of 

tdM  plastic  lymph  has  commenced,  that  any  remarkable 

or  charaetervtic  constitutional  symptoms  are  developed. 


Yon  must  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  the  absence  of 
these  general  symptoms'is  not  to  be  taken  as  an  indec, 
that  little  is  required  to  be  done,  or  that  the  case  is 
trivial,  and  needs  but  slight  attention.  So  long  as  the 
vein  is  the  seat  of  inflammatory  action,  so  long  as  a 
fibrinous  deposit  clogs  np  the  canal,  suppuration  of  the 
pUstic  mass  may  be  dreaded,  not  remotely,  not  contin- 
gently, not  merely  accidentally,  but  as  a  change  strictly 
in  obedience  to  the  organic  laws  governing  these  patho- 
logical products.  It  must  be  our  object,  therefore,  in 
the  treatment  of  such  cases,  to  avert  if  possible  this 
much  dreaded  mode  of  termination.  This  can  only  be 
effected  by  the  judicious  and  persevering  applicaition  of 
those  remedies  that  have  been  already  indicated.  The 
period  of  convalescence  must  be  treated  with  caution ; 
there  is  a  special  tendency  to  relapse  in  these  cases; 
the  local  inflammation  then  re-appears  with  an  intensity 
that  no  remedies  can  check,  and  which  now  passes 
rapidly  and  uncontrollably  into  purulent  transformation 
and  inevitable  death. 

Tbe  rhenmatic  diathesis  does  not  often  express 
itself  by  phlebitis ;  yet  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand, 
that  in  certain  morbid  conditions  in  which  the  fibrinous 
elements  of  the  blood  are  in  excess,  ahcT  a  general 
inflammatory  predisposition  exists,  cold  locally  and 
continuously  applied  to  the  lower  extremities,  in  a 
manner  favourable  to  local  derangement,  may  pre- 
dispose to  inflammation  of  the  veins  of  those  .parts. 
There  must,  however,  be  a  special  idiosyncrasy  to 
determine  the  inflammatory  action  to  the  venous 
tissues,  rather  than  to  the  fibrous  tissues,  muscles, 
ligaments,  tendons,  or  synovial  membranes,  as  is  most 
frequently  observed  in  rheumatic  inflammation.  In 
fine,  this  case  teaches  us,  that  under  special  circum- 
stances, exposure  to  cold  and  damp,  acting  on  the 
rheumatic  diathesis,  is  to  be  considered  among  the 
predisposing  causes  of  idiopathic  phlebitis;  and  that 
though  rarely  developing  this  disease,  yet  under 
favourable  circumstances,  and  in  peculiar  idiosyncrades, 
these  causes  are  competent  to  call  it  forth  in  its  mildest, 
as  well  as  in  its  most  formidable,  aspects. 


THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

(Fourth  Siriet  of  BxptrimaUal  Res$archei.) 
By  William  Addison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 
-  XI.    Strttctural  Chanobb    prodvckd    bt 

SOROFULOVS  DiSXASB. 

{CfMthnted  Jirom  paff€  171.) 
A  man,  aged  37  years,  died  of  hsemoptyiis  and 
phthisis.    The  body  was  examined  forty-eight  hoara 
afterwards. 

On  opening  the  chest,  tbe  right  long  was  immediately 
seen  to  be  totally  different  from  anything  resembling  a 
healthy  long;  it  waa  converted  into  an  ash-grey 
coloured  firm  texture,  which  did  not  in  the  least 
degree  collapse  upon  the  opening  of  the  chest,  but 
remained  bulging  upward,  filliag  the  whole  of  the 
right  cavity  of  the  chest,  end  adhering  firmly  at  all 


MOHFBOLOOV  OF  THE  TEXTURES. 


peinti  to  Um  calttl  w*U.    On  ittempting  to  icpuate 
iag  tb«  Inpg  »M 


lb*  t 


ftnad  ubcadr  briUla,  enHBUiiis  down  muter  the 
fisgen  lika  drj  gingcrfamd,  mod  emy  now  and  tbcn 
■  mritr  contiining  pni,— loiaetlnia  white  and  lonu 
tnet  r*d,—Hrai  opened  by  tbe  lepintJoD.  thtplnu 
in  ttie  fini  place  wu  fonnd  altered  in  nicularitf  an 
appearmnce;itwaiTer7nincb  thickened  bfinnnnienble 
lajera  of  a  fibront  texture,  infiltrated  with  tnuparent 
felatioooi  (nacoua)  matter.  The  fibrei 
leu  to  be  curkd  or  wared,  and  elaitic  i  in  the  direction 
0/  their  length  (e'eral  red  rcMeli  trarerMd  between 
and  among  them,  and  tlieir  miante  branebee  eilended 
into,  and  inbdirided  in,  the  gelatiaoni  materid.  Tin 
amngement  and  aiie  of  the  reucli  in  one  layer  oT  Ibii 
fibro-geUtiaout  texture,  bore  no  reiembiance  to  tiioie 
of  another  layer,  and  in  all  it  dlHfered  euencially  From 
the  mode  of  diitribntion  of  the  retwli  of  the  health]- 
pleura.  In  qpe  of  tbue  Gbro-geUtiooui  lifcn  1 
counted  with  the  leni  fifteen  reuel*,  pretty  nearly 
equal  in  liM,  runoinf  dde  by  tide  a  ilrmight  or  parallel 
coune  of  an  inch  or  more,  without  giring  off  any 
bnucheK,  or  receding  from,  or  approaching  nearer  to, 
each  other;  their  iolemal  diamelen  raried  from 
-ji^^h  to  -^th  of  an  inch,  and  Ibey  were  diitant  from 
each  other,  abont  the  -^gXb.  The  Interrala  between 
the  Teasels,  inciading  the  walla  of  tiro  conligruoui  vet- 
lelt,  consisted  of  glistening  waved  fibrei,  imbedded  in 
getatinoui  matter.  Under  the  microscope  tbit  geln- 
tinous  or  macus-libe  matter,  the  relations  of  which 
harebeen  traced  ia  former  resesrches,  hsd  the  appear- 
ance ofa  fibrous  teiture,  thickly  studded  with  colourless 
cellsiand  Iheredreiselslrareningithadiiootbercoals 
or  walls  than  what  were  formed  by  the  material  itself. 


On  making  sectiont  into  the  right  lang^  tka  Mmal 
teicnre  of  the  organ  could  no  where  b«  found,  tkt 
whole  of  it  baring  been  timniforncd  into  tb«  biinte 
•^grey  subaluee  befom-mentioned.  Thit  new  and 
nMKhid  leitnre  wm  inlmiaUy  partly  red,  and  partly  . 
while  or  grey,  both  porlioni  containing  nnmeitnw 
carilies  ;  thoee  situated  in  the  red  part*  differing^ 
howerer,  in  many  pirticutan,  from  thoee  titnated  in  th« 
white  or  grey.  The  free  surface  of  the  walb  of  the 
former,— the  red,  for  insEanee,— was  imooth  and  oni- 
fwrn,  corered  with  ■  soft,  puluceous,  while  "■■'— i'^ 
beneath  which  were  large  atraggling  red  reaals,  ritiblo 
to-lhe  naked  eye,  ramifying  in  all  direcliMia.  Tk»{rt9 
surface  of  Ike  walls  of  tiie  caritica  in  Ike  while  anb- 
ilancc  wai  reryroDgb,  reteabUog  a  miniatore  rock- 
work,  irregular  emiaences  and  projectlona,  and  amne* 
times  bands,  thrusting  out  on  all  Met,  partially  dividing 
the  carity  into  numerous  compartment*.  Theae 
irregnUr  wnlls  were  here  and  there  reddened  tnpatchei 
by  htood-vesuls,  but  altogether  the  vaMularity  wa» 
much  1es»  than  upon  the  smooth  walls  of  the  earitiea 
in  the  red  texture.  Thesubstance  of  the  lung,  where* 
soerer  small  portions  were  examined  with  the  micro- 
scope,.—whether  in  the  whiter,  or  aa  Dr.  WiUiama 
describes  it,  pttrnip-e»l<mrtd,  portion,  or  in  the  red, — 
f uu  nd,  composed  of  colourless  cells,  gran  ular  matte  r, 
molecules.  The  while  pultaceoni  matter  lining 
the  surface  of  the  carities  in  the  red  portions  of  Ibe 
simcinre,  was  a  corpuscular  or  incoherent  cellular 
re,  (iienrly  solid  pus,)  and  the  coats  of  all  the 
te  blood-vessels  which  were  eiamined  with  high 
magnifying  power,  were  found  chiefly  or  entirely  com- 
posed of  similar  objecti  Or  cclli. 


A  blood  ififel,  tnx  abnoiMl  «bi«-c«UtlR«nf  icziate,  «■  tke  nif^  ( 


A  (iri,  afed  GftecD  jttat,  wt  teen  bat  once,  lyiog 
in  bed  upon  the  left  tide,  wllb  the  kaeec  dmwn  nttrtj 
np  Id  the  cbls }  tbe  erei  were  lufTaud  with  tear*,  tui 
tke  coBJDDCtin  rod  ;  Ibe  pnlie  wu  feeble  and  quick, 
tbe  tongue  red  ud  dry,  and  ibc  complaiced  or  head- 
aebe;  there  wai  ■  alight  aqaint  in  tbe  left  eye,  and 
upon  trial  the  left  hand  and  arm  irere  found  weaker 
ibta  tha  right.  Theae  last  two  tymptomi  it  vta 
foaed  were  new  or  recent,  for  upon  inquiry  Ibey  had 
not  bom  noticed  before.  Upon  farther  inreat^tli 
it  waa  fooBd  ibat  the  illneH  commenced  two  monlht 
before  with  alfiuma,  congh,  and  pain  in  the  tide  { tbete 
idcd  in  about  three  weeki,  but  ai  the 
I  ill,  it  WM  anppoaed,  by  iboie  preriouilj' 
■Itending  lier,  Ibat  the  laboured  under  an  attack  of 
Mmm  or  lyphu/mr.  Two  boun  after  tbe  viiit  t 
hare  juat  deacribed,  the  patient  wu  icized  with  con- 
mlriona,  and  died  the  roUowing  day  eooiHloie.  The 
body  va*  examined  twelre  hours  ifter  death. 

The  pia  mater  waa  extremely  red,  all  (be  Teiaeli 
being  Inrgid  with  blood.  On  examining  the  reauls 
Ihrongh  a  leu,  a  number  of  red  nodulei  or  paints 
were  aeen  utnaled  upon  maoy  of  the  amaller  brancbet, 
beyond  wbicb  tbe  branch  waa  empty  of  red  blood. 
{In  the  aabaeqaeat  microacopical  eiaminatioD  it  waa 
forgotten  to  obaerre  what  Iheie  red  ptdntt  and  tbe 
apparent  obtlrnclion  of  the  calibre  of  tbe  irei»la  was 
owing  to.]  Nomeroui  ae mi-transparent  granulaliona 
were  aeattcred  erer  tbe  texture.  The  f  enlriclei  of  the 
brain  contained  a  conaiderable  quantity  of  clear  limpid 
fluid,  and  tbe  fornix  and  other  contiguous  parts  of  tbe 
atmeture  were  tofleaed.  Tbe  pleiai  clioroiclea  was 
Tcry  pale  and  roluminous,  and  four  or  fire  hyditid- 
like  or  Teaicolar-Iooking  bodies,  as  large  as  small  peas, 
were  adherent  to  the  stnictare,  Iba  pale  colour  of  which 
alrongly  contrasted  with  the  highly  injected  reisels 
of  tbe  ewAow  oi  fold  of  pia   mater  with  which  it  is 


The  aemi-tnuuparent  grannlationi  of  the  pia  mater 
were  found,  on  exaniuatioa  with  Lfae  microscope,  to  be 
competed  of  a  corpuseulnr  or  eellutar  texture,  and 
gelatioont  nutter,  and  tha  coats  pf  a  small  reisel  from 
an  opaque  portion  of  the  pia  mater,  appeared  to  hare 
the  aaua  eompoaition.  The  pallor  of  tbe  plexot 
choroidet  waa  found  owing  to  an  usotual  abuudance 
«f  tbe  Urge  colourleM  corpnteles  or  cell*,  natural  to 
tbe  texture,  and  the  bydatid-Uke  boilKeB  were  groups 
of  similar  cells.  Tbe  softened  pertiont  of  the  brain 
were  componed  of  moltitudea  of  iocolMrent  cells, 
resembling  pna-oells,  which  had  replaced  Ibe  oerre- 
tnbee,  and  deateoyed  the  normftl  firmneM  and  con> 
tftteDcy  of  the  structure.   . 

Ob  opeoHig  Ibe  cheat  nnmerana  la^e  red  Teasels 
were  aeen  hrantbing'nTer  the  perieardiBm,  aW)  the 
interior  of  the  pericardhitn  iraa  found  rough  throughout 
to  the  touch  from  mnllitndet  of  email  gnmnlalions.  Tbe 
light  Inng  coDttiiied  many  tubercles,  and  tbe  left  lung 


ion,  iBAiunBj zoi 

adhered  to  the  wallaof  theehett.    Tbaadhetiontwen 
rery  brittle,  aad  when  broken  down,  which  Iheyaaitly  ■) 
were,  tbe  surface  of  the  plenra,  both  on  the  Inng  and 
on    tbe   cheat,   was  foMnd  rough  from  granulalioni 
similar  to  those  witbiu  the  pericardium. 

Upon  examination  with  the  microscope,  incoherent 
colourless  celli.  and  but  aligbtly  coherent  corpuscular 
or  cellular  textures,  were  found  to  be  the  chief  and 
characteristic  elements  of  the  granulaliona,  of  tbe  aolt 
matter  of  the  adbesjoai,  andof  tbe  walisof  tbeminote 
of  tbe  new  tcsscIi.* 


Fir,  IIII-Lugt  ye 


Other  casei^  of  which  I  bare  notea  audilluatratioM, 
might  bare  been  added  to  theae,  but  at  they  all  bear 
upon  Ibe  same  point, — the  replacement  of  the  normal 
eleinenta  of  (he  tiructure  by  incobcratitcellaUr  forms. 


ill  ponionfol  tbi  IcxTniet  wUb  asmactabltn 
piestr*cdlalbe.TesBeta,tniiae»lDg  (kta  In  a  wt 
of  sail  and  water.     Jb  lJiIi  wa;  lief  ma;  be  krpl  fi 


u  fleslDg  aloii  ibem. 


MORPHOLOGY  OP  THR  TEXTURES. 
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aad  gdatfaufos  or  Uiberenloiu  matter,  and  are  all> 
ibeKfarei  «iiiilar  to  mm  aaother— I  hare  deemed  the 
three  caiee  related  aoftdent  to  eatabliah  the  facta  npoa 
which  my  eonclnaioBa  are  gromided ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  no  one  ia  entitled  to  disclaim  against  the  con- 
ehiiiona,  on  the  preanmption  that  my  microscope  is 
a  bad  one,  or  that  my  eyeaaee  more  than  other  peoples, 
and  at  the  same  time  dedine  to  inform  me  of  the 
tmth.  It  aeems  Jiopdeas  to  attempt  to  make  any  pro- 
gress in  the  knowledge  of  diseaae,  if,  contrary  to  the 
mles  by  wUeh  experimental  researches  are  estimated 
in  other  science^,  it  be  aUowable  in  physiology  and 
pathology  for  any  nameless  im  to  dogmatise,  without 
offering  any  evidence  to  shew  that  work  has  been  done, 
and  different  facU  arrired  at  npon  the  same  subject. 
However  copions  and  extensive  a  man's  scientific 
knowledge  may  be,  and  however  mnch  or  long  he  may 
have  need  the  microacope  on  other  topica  of  investiga- 
tion, he  derives  from  these  sources  no  ground  of 
authority  to  pronounce  Judgment,  either  for  or  against 
my  facts,  inferences,  or  conclusions. 

Now,  the  first  conclusion  which  it  appears  to  me  may  at 
once  be  drawn  from  these  pathological  researches  is, — 
that  the  deposit  of  tubercles,  or  of  tnl»ercuIous  matter, 
either  In  the  parenchyma  of  the  long,  or  in  the  texture 
of  any  other  organ,  does  not  explain  the  pathology  of 
consumption,  or  of  scrofulous  disease  in  general.  This 
corresponds  with  the  fact,  now  well  known,  that 
tubercles  may  exist  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
lungs,  and  yet  no  consumption  follows.  Tubercles  and 
phthisis  have  not  the  relation  of  antecedent  and  conse- 
quent. These  investigations,  on  the  other  l^and,  dis- 
close a  vast  scene  of  activity, — new  textures,  new  blood- 
vessels, new  elements,  and  a  busy  scene  of  excretion, 
amidst  wbich  the  normal  texture  disappears,  and  the 
natural  functions  of  the  organ  therefore  necessarily 
cease. 

The  researches  of  SHROXDna  Van  dbr  Kolk,  and 
more  especially  those  of  M.  Natalib  Guiz.lot,  have 
ahown  that  a  great  transformation  in  the  vascular 
lystem  of  the  lungs  is  one  of  the  romarkable  pheno- 
mena attending  the  evolution  of  phthisis.    The  injec- 
tions, dissections,  and  microscopical  examinations  of 
the  latter  especially,  have  shewn  that  as  (he  capillaries 
of  the  walls  of  the  air-cella,  and  the  branches  of  the 
pnlmonary  artery  supplying  them,  are  obliterated^  they 
are  veplaced  by  an  adventitioas  vascular  system,  sup- 
plied not  with  dark  and  venoua  blood,  but  with  arterial, 
derived   from  the  bronchial  arteries,  and  from  the 
▼esnela  of  the  mucous  texture  of  the  air-tnbea.    In 
proportKN^  as  the  tubercles  enlacge  and  aoften,  this  new 
Taacnkr  ayslem  spreada  more  and  ntore,  replacing  the 
branchea  of  the  pnlmonary  artery,  vntil  their  existence 
ceaasa  to  be  nutter  of  demonatratioa.    Tliese  new- 
farmed  vesMlsi,  which  at  a  certain  period  of  the  diseaae 
beceoM  incaknlaUy.anneroas,  atop  short  around  the 
tuhefaki^  withoiU  peMtrating  into  their  lubitance. 


Bat  the  case  is  different  in  respect  of  the  carities;  the^ 
extend  into  the  prominences  on  the  surface  of  theae^ 
and  ramify  abundantly  in,  and  impress  eoloor  npout 
the  banda  so  frequently  stretched  from  one  point  to* 
another  of  their  parietes.    If  a  portion  of  the  wall  of  B^ 
cavity  be  placed  under  water,  after  all  mucous  and  pum* 
lent  matter  has  been  washed  from  its  surface,  this  surface* 
ia  seen  studded  over  with  tufta  of  new  vesseto,  whicb^. 
taken  together,  represent  a  sort  of  villous  structure,  as' 
obaerved  with  a  common  lens.    *' Hence,"  obserrea- 
the  author,  M.  Guillot,  ^  it  is  not  only  the  highly 
vascular  network  surroundiag  the  cavities  with  its  new 
circulation,  that  constitutes  a  striking  feature  in  the 
anatomy  of  these  excavations,  but  farther,  the  terminal 
tufta  or  villi  which  bring  arterial  blood  derived  froni' 
the  eortic  circulation  into  contact  with  the  air,  baring 
replaced  the  normal  capillaries  which  before  brought 
.venous  blood  in  contact  with  the  air."* 

My  microscopical  investigations  not  only  corroborate 
these  prior  researches,  which  appear  to  me  to  have- 
been  Strangely  neglected,  but  I  think  they  go  farther, 
and  prove  that  this  great  vascular  transformation  ia 
only  one  of  the  accompaniments  of  a  great  metamor« 
pbosis  of  the  pulmonary  textures,  in  which  a  coherent, 
elaatic  and  homogeneous  cellular  texture,  with  non* 
seciretiog  capillaries,  is  supplanted  by  a  brittle,  aoft^ 
corpuscular  texture,  with  new  vessels  copiously  excret- 
ing or  discharging  corpuscular  or  cellular  forms. 

But  it  has  been  proved  from  a  minute  examination  of 
the  condition  of  the  embryo  textures,  and  of  the  naturo 
and  composition  of  blood,  that  the  law  or  order  of  the 
metamorphosis  in  the  normal  growth  of  the  structure 
is  from  incoherent  corpuscles  containing  a  secreted 
m^te^al,   to  aoft  and  brittle  corpuscular   secreting 
textures,  and  from  these  to  the  coherent,  non-secreting^ . 
cellular  and  fibrous;    and   therefore,  ^  a  coherent^ 
cellular,  and  fibrous  fum^icreimff   texture  beeomee 
changed  into  a  brittle  carpueeular  aeeretmg  one,  iho. 
metamorphoeie  i$  retro-grade^f    Whether  the  incohe- 
rent corpuscles  or  cells,  which  are  the  diatinctive 
elements  of  the  new  textures  and  of  the  coata  or  walla 
of  the  new  vessels,  and  which  so  abundantly  appear  in 
the  matter  excreted  or  discharged  frons  them,  be  the 
identical  colonrleaa  oella.  whieh  previoualy  circnlated 
in  the  blood,  or  whether  they  spring  by  a  apedea  of 
secondary  growth  from  germs  In  the  morbid  textnre,. 
is  a  queation  that  need  not  now  be  entered  on.    It 
ia  sufficient  for  the  condosion  just  stated  that  inco- 
herent colourless  corpuades,  whether  springing  from 
the  texture  or  the  blood,  with  very  thin  and  tender 


MmtmIjonm  ^eiemieo  Fetkelagki^  ^e^  o£ 
SHXoaDU  TAK  DBS  KoLK,  L'BzperieBce,  torn,  i.,  p.  545$. 
aadResearehes  OB  Phthisis,  by  Loois,  Syd.  Soe.Bd. 

^  The  terms  secreting  and  noa-secretiagare  used  here  In 
eempUaaee  wltb  the  cesiaiea  usage,  hut  hi  aU  eaaas  it  ia^ 
aorpnsciei  er  colls  that   teerete  the  blood-vessels,  and 
textaves  excrete;  thefoimerpiepanOK  tlaboiate,  the  latter 
ihiow  offer  discharge. 
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*  walls,  filled  with  an  elaborated  or  secreted  matter  and  |  had  existed  for  iODie  time  prerioos  to  tbe  prtaaat 

>moteciiles,  and  analogous  to  those  seen  in  tlie  embryo 

textures^  hare  taken  the  place  of  tbe  transparent, 

coherent,   strong   and   elastic,^  cellolar  and  fibrous 

textores.    All  that  need  be  affirmed  is,  that  corpuscles 

or  cells,  apparently  identical  with  those  which  form  the 

-elements  of,  and  are  excreted  by,  the  morbid  texture, 

.drcnlate  abundantly  in  the  blood,  and  may  be  seen 

4ulhering  to,  and  altering  the  character  of,  nufriettt 

Teasels ;  and  Xheae/acts,  established  by  observation  and 

experiment,  are  sufficient  to  explain  the  origin  of  the 

^elements  which  effect  tbe  structural  changes. 

But  before  this  conclusion  can  be  admitted,  as 
the  basis  of  the  pathology  of  scrofulous  diseases,  it 
is  necessary  that  its  foundation  on  natural  laws  be 
substantiated  by  further  investigation. 

{To  be  continued.') 


OBSERVATIONS  ON   HBRNIA,    AND    ITS 
TREATMENT  BY  OPIUM. 

ByBvTLiB  Lamb,  M.D.,  M.R.C.SiE.,  Ac.  Ac. 

Among  the  most  serious  emergencies  ot  surgical 
.practice  may  be  reckoned  cases  of  strangnlated  hernia. 
This  is  especially  the  case  in  country  practice,  where 
there  may  be  lack  of  counsel  to  impart  confidence  in 
-action,  and  where  life  may  depend  on  the  judgment 
and  energy  of  a  single  professional  individual.  Even 
in  the  metropolis,  where  abundant  experience  and 
operative  skill  are  available,  it  must  be  ackndwleged, 
that  such  cases  often  occasion  considerable  embarrass- 
ment. It  has  always  been  an  object  of  surgical 
science  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  operation,  in  ca^s 
of  strangulated  hernia;  other  objectionable  circum- 
stances besides  the  danger,  place  the  operation  in 
question  among  tbe  foremost  of  the  opprobria  nudicftue. 
I  am  therefore  induced  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  a  method  of  treatment,  which  has  been 
attended  with  such  marked  success  in  two  consecutive 
instances,  as  to  convince  me  that  it  deserves  a  fair 

■And  extensive  trial  in  the  arena  of  hospital  practice. 

The  plan  I  am  about  to  advocate,  consists  in 
narcotisiug  the  patient  by  the  free  and  continuous 
administration  of  opium.  Where  or  with  whom  this 
method  of  treatment  originated,  I  know  not,  but  I 

^hall  be  happy  to  surrender  the  merit  of  f  iiggestion 
to  any  just  claimant.    When  I  adopted  tbe  practice 

Jn  the  first  instance,  I  bad  a  vague  idea  of  having  seen 
the  use  of  opium  in  hernia  mentioned  in  some  periodical, 
and  my  memory  did  not  serve  me  farther ;  but  from 

xonsiderations,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  it  seemed 
to  me  feasible  in  afiTording  some  prosM||of  relief. 
The  first  case  to  which  I  shall  n^,  was  one  of 

oblique  inguinal  hernia,  occurring  in  a  female,  about 
i5  years  of  age.    The  previous  history  was  somewhat 

obscure,  but  it  seemed  probable  that  slight  protmsioft 

.«nd  incnroeratiott,  (probably  omental  in  its  nature,) 


period.    She  was  under  the  cars  of  Messrs  ShtBey 
and  StilweD,  of  Epsom,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
most  of  the  following  particulars;   and  when  I  saw 
her  with  those  gentlemen,  unequivocal  symptoms  of 
strangulation  of  the  hernia)  tumour  had  existed  at 
least  three  days.     The  swelling  had  enlarged  cou'* 
siderably,  there  ivas  much  abdominal  pain  and  tender« 
ness,   obstinate  constipation,  constant   nausea,   and 
copious  vomiting  of  decidedly  stercoraceous  character. 
The  symptoms  had  suddenly  supervened,  and  gradually 
increased  in  intensity.     In  the   first   instance,    the 
stomach  had  retained  large  doses  of  cathartic  medicine, 
castor  oil,  and  calomel,  though  without  any  aperient 
effect,  but  now  everything  was  rejected  as  soon  as 
swallowed.    All  the  usual  medical  means  available  had 
been  unsuccessfully  resorted  to,  and  the  taxis  had 
been  carefully  and  repeatedly  applied.    Tbe  tumour 
had  now  become  exceedingly  tender,  tbe  countenance 
assumed  an  anxious  expression,  and  the  pulse  was 
accelerated.     There    could   be    no   doubt  that  th^ 
operation  was  desirable,  and  that  without  delay,  but 
to  persuade  the  woman  to  submit  to  it  waa  imprac- 
ticable.    I  again  employed    the  taxis  unavailingly. 
A  cathartic  enema  was  then  ordered,  and  any  farther 
procedure  was  remitted  till  the  following  morning, 
when  we  hoped  by  other  means  to  induce  the  woman 
to  undergo  the  necessary  operation. 

When  I  again  met  Mr.  Shelley  and  Mr.  Stilweli» 
we  found  all  the  symptoms  bad  increased  in  ui^gency, 
and  tbe  vital  prostration  was  become  more  obvious. 
Our  patient,  however,  was  no  less  refractory  and 
obstinate  than  heretofore.  Her  danger  was  imminent, 
and  in  fact,  death^  seemed  almost  inevitable.  The 
state  of  depression  rendered  a  tobacco  enenu  objection- 
able; it  was,  however,  agreed  to  try  it,  but  though 
its  sedative  influence  was  fearfully  powerful,  yet  it 
did  not  seem  to  afford  any  advantage,  no  fsscal 
evacuation  being  obtained,  and  the  stercoraceous  ' 
vomiting  and  other  symptoms  continuing  as  before. 
As  a  last  resource,  I  then  suggested  the  administratioflL 
of  opium,  in  doses  of  one  grain  every  hour,  which  was 
agreed  to,  though  with  but  little  anticipation  of 
effectual  relief, 

I  saw  the  woman  next  day  with  Mr.  Sttlweil,  a&d 
was  agreeably  surprised  at  tbe  change  which  had  tMkmt 
place.  Twelve  doses  of  opium  had  been  admintsterad 
and  she  was  fairly  under  its  influence,  having  tbo 
appearance  of  a  helpless  state  of  intoxication.  She 
bad  slept  much,  and  when  roused,  her  answeis  tmd 
conversation  were  very  incoherent.  The  pulse  had 
increased  in  power,  and  diminished  in  frequency.  No 
complaint  was  made  of  abdominal  pain,  and  there  wis 
much  less  tenderness  in  the  umbilical  region  and  tho^ 
aite  of  the  tumour.  The  sickness  had  ceased  and  food 
had  been  taken  and  retained.  The  improvement  was 
permanent  and  progressive.     A  simple  enema  irat 
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advinistered  that  eTening^  and  broafhc  tway  moch 
faecal  matter.  In  the  course  of  the  day  tlie  tamoar 
became  spoDtaneoaaly  much  reduced  in  size;  for 
some  time  subsequently  a  small  swelling  remained 
in  the  groin,  and  whether  it  ever  disappeared  completely 
I  am  unaware. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my 
friend  and  partner^  Mr.  Allan,  of  Epsom,  and  I  am 
chiefly  indebted  to  him  for  the  particaUrs.  A  womaa, 
aged  70,  suffering  severely  with  a  catarrhal  attack, 
presented  symptoms  of  obstruction  of  the  bowels,  and 
on  examination  a  femoral  hernia  was  discovered  in  the 
left  groin.  She  said  she  had  first  perceived  the  swelling 
two  or  three  months  previously,  and  it  had  seemed 
within  the  last  few  days  to  increase  materially  from 
the  violence  of  the  cough.  The  taxis  aud  other 
remedial  means  were  nnavailingly  resorted  to,  and  the 
symptoms  had  existed  48  hours  when  Mr.  Allan 
'requested  me  to  see  the  patient  with  him,  that  we 
might  determine  as  to  the  operation.  At  that  period 
I  found  the  tumour  the  size  of  a  large  walnut,  free 
from  heat  or  pain,  neither  was  there  any  abdominal 
tenderness.  The  tongue  was  somewhat  furred  and 
my,  but  there  was  no  great  heat  of  skin  ;  the  palse 
did  not  exceed  84,  was  regular  and  not  deficient  in 
tone.  The  woman's  chief  complaint  was  of  intense 
nausea  and  violent  sickness,  coming  on  with  the 
paroxysms  of  coughing;  any  movement  or  attempt  to 
change  her  position  wonld  also  occasion  it,  and  on 


grain  of  opium  in  the  form  of  pill  wa«  adminbteredi 
every  hour. 

When  we  met  the  following  morning  dghtdoeeihadr 
been  taken,  and  the  narcotic  Influence  was  mamfett». 
though  the  medicine  was  evidently  well  borne.  Th«* 
pain  and  vomiting  had  ceased,  but  the  balk  of  the 
tanMmr  was  not  dimiatsbcd,  nor  had  the  boweU- 
been  moved. 

After  the  administration  of  four  more  doeee  the 
tumour  was  found  to  have  diminished  to  one  half  Ite- 
former  siie,  the  patient  still  continuing  free  from  pain 
and  sickness.  A  laige  injection  of  gruel  with  castor  oil 
was  then  thrown  up  the  rectum,  and  ample  evacuation 
of  fttces  soon  took  place.  The  relief  was  permanent*- 
A  small  swelling  remained  in  the  groin,  and  still  con* 
tiaves,  probably  containing  a  portion  of  incarcerated 
oesentom.  In  the  words  of  Mr.  Allan,  **  Tlat  «Mt 
tki$  paHtni  Mttd  ihttruk  mtdprnrnfff^HtUmi  ^penOivm, 
6y  a  rtmiip,  evtry  dom  ^f  wMek  bram§ki  reU^t^* 


taking  any  nourishment,  it  was  immediately  rejected;  ^two*lold:— -on  the  one  hand  those  connected  with  the- 


^ith  the  continued  vomiting  stercoraceous  matter 
followed  in  abundance.  I  applied  the  taxis  some  timoi 
and  with  considerable  force,  but  unsuccessfully.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  the 
ultimate  necessity  for  an  operation  seemed  inevitable, 
but  as  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  not  urgent, 
and  the  operation  was  strenuously  objected  to  by  the 
husband,  we  agreed  to  some  farther  delay.  A  hurge 
enema  with  castor  oil  was  administered,  and,  beyond 
a  little  gruel,  no  nourishment  was  to  be  attempted. 

No  favourable  change  had  resulted  the  following 
morning,— night  had  afforded  no'  repose,  and  the 
retching  and  vomiting  had  been  almost  incessant. 
The  enema  had  for  the  most  part  been  retained  some 
hours,  but  its  evacuation  had  been  unaccompanied 
by  faecal  vaatter.  The  constitutional  depression  was 
more  manifest,  the  pulse  had  become  accelerated,  and 
some  pain  and  tenderness  were  experienced  both  in 
the  abdomen  and  in  the  tumour.  Mr.  Allan  proposed 
that  the  tobacco  enema  should  be  used,  and  in  the 
event  of  its  failure,  that  the  operation  should  be  had 
recourse  to  without  farther  delay.  Bearing  in  nund 
the  success  which  had  attended  opiate  treatment  on 
the  former  occasion,  I  suggested  its  adoption  in  the 
present  instance,  as  there  was  still  great  aversion  to 
the  operation  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  her 
kMbaad>     Mr.  Allan  acceding  to  my  proposaly  one 


I  shall  now  venture  on  a  few  brief  observations  in 
reference  to  the  modia  operandi  of  opium  in  hernia*  and 
my  opinions  on  this  subject  have  emanated  rather  firon 
a  long  continued  investigation  of  the  action  of  thn 
various  narcotics  and  sedatives,  than  from  a  mere  wish' 
to  cluthe  the  above  isolated  facU  with  an  appropriate 
and  well-seeming  theory. 

The  pathological  elements  of  strangulated  hernia  are- 


protruded  bowel,  and  on  the  other  those  depending  on 
the  muscular  and  tendinous  tissues  which  surround  the- 
opening  through  which  the  intestine  protrudes.     T1iat> 
the  tendinous  structure  can  only  exert  a  passive  influ* 
ence  is  generally  allowed,  and  that  permtmmt  spaioa 
can  under  ordinary  circumstances  affect  the  fibres  o£ 
the   voluntary   muscles,   or  even   those   which  are 
instinctive  or  spinal-motor,  would  not  on  reflection 
seem  probable;  and  yet  on  this  latter  assumption  have- 
all  the  theories  of  hernial  strangulation  been  chieflj 
founded  as  far  as  I  am  cognizant  thereof.    Now,  In  a 
pathological  point  of  view,  beyond  the  visceral  extru- 
sion,  through  a  narrow  and  unyielding  opening,   I. 
believe  the  active  cause  of  hernial  strangulation  to  be 
essentially  connected  with  the  intestine  itself.    Suppose 
a  portion  of  intestine  forced  into  a  cavity  of  which  the- 
neck  is  somewhat  constricted.     Now,  we  know  that 
the  general  effect  of  superficial  pressure  on  any  portion* 
of  the  body  will  occasion  a  greater  obstacle  to  the 
venous  parf%f  the  circulation  than  to  the  arterial. 
The  balance  of  action  of  the  two  circulating  media- 
being  disturbed,  the  afflux  will  incline  to  exceed  the* 
eflux,  until  such  time  as  circulation  is  completelj 
arrested,  when  gangrene  must  take  place.  In  accordance- 
with  what  I  have  stated  above,  any  medical  attempt 
to  relax  the  external  muscular  stmctnres  wooM  be 
unavailing  ^  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  can  reUts  aadi 
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Tedoce  the  bulk  of  the  intestinal  sabstance,  we  might 
4hen  ^pe  for  advantage.  Now,  let  ns  look  at  ttie 
influence  of  the  rarious  sedatires,  and  see  how  far  any 
one  of  them  may  be  expected  to  conduce  to  the  deshred 
end.  Warm  baths  and  bleeding  may  lower  the 
general  system,  and  relax  the  moscnlai'  structures,  but 
the  result  of  their  employment  do  not  sufficiently 
indicate  e  decided  bearing  on  the  local  morbid  state. 
Antiflnooy  exerts  a  special  depressing  cerebral  influence ; 
it  dlminiahes  the  power  of  the  heart,  and  lowen  vsspi- 
mory  action ;  it  also  affects  the  contractility  ol  the 
^uatary  muscles,  but  it  does  not  diminish  the 
peristaltic  contraction  of  the  intestines  in  the  first 
Instance,  neither  does  it  immediaiely  influence  the 
<eapilkries;  moreorer,  it  is  objectionable  on  account 
of  exciting  irritation  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  tiie 
alimentary  canal.  Belladonna  exerts  its  chief  influenee9n 
the  voluntary  muscles ;  so  likewise  does  tobaccoy  which 
in  its  cerebral  influence  will  sobseqaeatly  detesinine 
to  the  heart;  over  that  eenire  of  the  oircalalion, 
•digitalis  appears  to  exert  a  direct  control,  but  it  has 
BO  pecttUar  action  on  the  capillaries.  Aconite,  on  the 
other  hand,  seems  to  hare  a  special  relation  to  the 
sensitive  power,  and  to  exert  no  direct  influence  orer 
contractile  or  motor  structures.  The  diminution  or 
even  destruction  of  organic  sensibility  appears  to 
result  from  the  action  of  prassic  acid,  so  as  to  destroy 
the  connection  between  action  and  re-action.  Now 
opium  is  essentially  one  of  the  most  powerful  sedatives 
we  possess,  although  undoubtedly  stiranlation  may  be 
primarily  consequent  on  ita  administration  under 
peculiar  circumstances.  Its  action  is  very  general. 
When  freely  administered  it  relaxes  all  the  contrafctiie 
tissues,  and  primarily  and  essentially  those  which  are 
Involantary.  It  soon  reduces  the  force  of  the  circnla- 
tion,  and  though  at  first  it  may  tend  to  produce  a  state 
«f  capillary  congestion,  yet  as  soon  as  the  balance  of 
action  between  the  centre  and  periphery  of  the  circula- 
tion is  restored  somewhat,  the  capillaries  of  the  sorfhce 
4md  of  the  membranous  viscera  will  be  deflcieift  in 
thdr  usual  contents,  and  lose  their  natural  irritability. 
-Now,  with  emptied  and  inactive  capillaries,  and 
telexed  contractile  fibre,  is  it  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  hernial  tumour  would  become  reduced  in  bulk« 
inotionless,inseosib1e,and  flaccid  ?— the  intestinal  stroc- 
4are  is  in  fact  utterly  paralysed,  and  the  state  which 
has  caused  strangulation  being  removed,  as  well  as 
ibe  undue  internal  pressure  by  which  it  was  originally 
'Caased,  oMy  we  not  fairly  hope  for  the  spontaneous 
fednction  of  the  protruded  viscus,  even  as  it  seemed 
•to  occur  in  the  instances  which  I  have  adduced  f 

Experimental  enquiry  supports  the  opinion  t  have 

advanced  respecting  the  medicinal  influence  of  opium. 

2f  tlie  heart,  while  yet  pulsating,  be  removed  from  the 

bo^  of  an  animal,  the  muscular  contraction   will 

4mneAtely  cease  on  applying  a  solution  of  opiom^ 

.and  the  same  is  the  case  with  the  termicnUr  motioa 


of  a  portion  of  intestine.  The  velocity  of  the 
capillary  circulation  is  found  to  diminish  on  the  appllta« 
tion  of  opium;  and  where  a  person  is  under  the 
poisonous  influence  of  the  drug,  I  need  scarcely 
remark  that  blisters  and  sinapisms  wlU  fail  to  produce 
the  slightest  irritant  effect,  so  completely  is  organic 
sensibtlity  destroyed.  In  conclusion  I  may  remark, 
that  in  my  experience,  the  safest  and  most  effectual 
method  of  bringing  the  constitution  under  the  influence 
of  opium,  in  ordinary  cases,  is  by  the  repeated  and 
freqilient  administration  of  moderate  doses;  and  I  am 
therefore  inclined  to  advocate  the  same  plan  in  hernia, 
care  being  taken  to  carry  the  administration  to  a 
sufficient  extent. 

Since  writing  the  above,  the  inflaence  of  ethereal 
inhalation,  in  cases  of  hernia,  has  come  to  my  know- 
ledge ;  whether  the  medicinal  action  thereof  is  superior 
to  that  of  opium  remains  to  be  seen ;  but  be  that  as  it 
may,  the  lately  recorded  facts  support  my  view  of  the 
pathology  of  hernia.  Mr.  Tuson's  case,  published  in 
the  Medical  Qiueite,  is  especially  remarkable.  On 
the  abdomen  being  opened,  large  masses  of  intestiife 
escaped,  but  on  sther  being  used,  the  bowel  returned 
spontaneously,  apparently  collapsing  rather  than  con* 
tracting  under  the  medicinal  influence. 


ON  iETHER-INHALATION  IN  TETANUS,  WITH 

A  CASE. 
By  W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Norwich. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  recorded  experience  of  the 
ethereal  inhalation  in  surgical  cases  cannot  fail  to  con- 
vince any  unprejudiced  person  that -a  discovery  has 
been  made,  no  matter  by  whom,  which  is  not  surpassed 
in  the  annals  of  the  healing  art.  We  now  knosr 
tolerably  well  what  are  the  circumstances  under  whicji 
it  may  be  exhibited  in  surgical  practice,  and  when  it 
should  be  withheld,  but  of  its  effects  in  medical  prac- 
tice we  are  comparatively  ignorant.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested, amongst  other  diseases,  that  tetanus  is  one  in 
which  the  stupifying  agency  of  ether  would  be  of 
great  service,  but  with  the  exception  of  myself,  I 
believe  as  yet  po  one  has  had  practical  demonstration 
of  iu  effects.*  These  effects  were,  as  the  subjoined 
case  will  indicate,  not  only  not  beneficial,  but  to  all 
appearance  injurious. 

In  a  disease  so  uniformly  faUl  as  tetanus,  I  regard 
experimentalism,  even  in  the  teeth  of  physiological 
deduction,  as  pardonable,  otherwise  I  should  not  have 
ventured  upon  the  inhalation  of  ether  in  the  present 
case,  for  I  am  induced  to  believe,  from  a  careful  noting 
of  the  operation  of  the  agent,  that  it  has  no  power, 


•  Sioce  the  above  was  written,  two  trials  of  aether  in 
teUDQS  ha?e  been  recorded,— one  in  this  conntry,  oat  ia 
France,  la  the  former  some  slight  relief  was  thought  to 
have  been  aflbided;  fta  the  seeoad  death  was  IndabltaWy 
precipitated  by  iu  ass. 


OBSTINATE  CASE  OF  CONSTIPATION. 


at  all  erento,  immedUte  upon  that  portion  of  the 
acrrou  lyitem  which  we  know  to  be  engaged  in  the 
■waifettation  of  tetanie  ijmptoins^naniely,  the  epiaal 
marrow.  I  am  aware  that  this  opinion  is  at  rariance 
with  that  of  some  French  physiologists,  Loaget  among 
the  nnmber,  who  maintains  that  nther  does  induce 
insensibility  of  the  spinal  marrow  as  well  as  of  die 
cerabral  lobes,  though  only  secondarily  to  the  latter, 
and  when  carried  to  a  degree  in  itself  all  but  fatal ;  but 
I  Hill  consider,  that  ihtrtfptuHeoily  considered,  Bther 
eaaaot  be  employed  in  diseases  of  spinal  origin,  as 
granting  that  it  is  posrible  to  influence  that  part  of  the 
aMTons  system,  it  can  only  be  done  at  the  risk  of 
aerionaly  prostrating  the  functions  of  the  cerebral 
portion. 

If  the  spinal  marrow  either  cannot  be  affected  at 
all  by  ttthereal  inhalation,  or  only  as  secondarily  to 
the  production  of  deeper  cerebral  insensibility,  than 
most  people  would  consider  themsdres  jastiSed  ja 
iadacing,  it  must  be  obrious^  on  reflection,  that  it  is 
AOl  likely  to  act  beneficially  in  tetanus,  for  we  know 
that  the  functions  of  the  true  spinal  marrow  gain  aa 
iacreased  intensity  by  the  abolition  of  the  controlling 
power  of  the  brain.  Such  being  the  case,  we  might 
expect  that  the  spasms  of  tetanus,  so  far  from  being 
mitigated,  woold  be  aj^^rayated  by  the  inhalation. 
This  was  not  actually  Uie  case  in  the  instance  which 
I  am  about  to  record,  for  the  plain  reason  that  in- 
itiation could  not  be  carried  on  to  the  point  of 
inducing  insensibility.  The  mere  attempt  to  insert 
the  pipe  into  the  mouth  caused  the  spasms  to  re* 
appear ;  aad  the  first  contact  of  the  Kther  yapour  with 
the  bronchial  membrane  induced  such  fearful  eon* 
mlsions,  that  to  proceed  with  it  was  oat  of  the  question. 
la  recording  this  case,  howerer,  I  would  not  omit  to 
state,  that  the  inhalation  was  attempted  with  a  common 
bladder  and  pipe ;  as  the  more  effectire  instruments 
which  ingenuity  has  derised  in  such  abundance,  had 
none  of  them  at  the  time  been  brought  into  existence. 
The  case  is  briefly  as  follows  ^~ 

A  man  aged  about  fiO,  of  intemperate  habits,  but  of 
remarkably  fine  and  athletic  proportions^  ran  a  nail 
through  his  boot  into  the  sole  of  his  foot,  aear  the 
hall  of  the  great  toe,  while  walking  acron  some  old 
timber.  Hie  accident  gave  him  no  naeaaiaem  until 
the  expiratk>n  of  a  week,  when  he  complained  of 
■tifiiMS  in  the  neck,  and  placed  himself  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Coe,  a  surgeon  of  Bury  St,  Edmunds.  The 
aext  day  the  tetanic  symptoms  were  general,  and  my 
co*operation  in  the  treatment  of  the  case  was  requested. 
On  Tititlng  the  patient,  about  eleTcn  in  the  morning,  I 
found  the  jaw  completely  locked,  the  spasms  frightfully 
violent,  and  considerable  opisthotonos ;  in  fact,  erery 
lymptom  was  present  of  tetanus  of  the  meat  acute 
character.  Our  treatmeot  was  commenoed  with  the 
Cannabis  Indica,  full  doses  of  which  were  with  difl&culty 
fpt  down;  hut  this  medicine  was  for  a  period 
otfdtted  in  farour  of  the  ather-inhalation,  which 
va  determined  to  esmy.    A  common  bladder  and  pipe 


hefaig  famished,  and  two  ounces  of  the  purest  ether 
we  could  obtain  being  put  into  it,  the  patient  was  got 
into  a  bath  at  lOS**,  and  the  inhalation  commenced. 
The  warm  water  had  partially  relaxed  the  board-like 
rigidity  of  the  body,  and  the  poor  fellow  expressed 
some  relief,  when  the  attempt  to  insert  the  pipe  agaia 
excited  a  stroag  spasm.  Being  however,  anxious  Co 
peraewsre,  beeontrived  to  push  it  into  his  mouth,  but 
thetot  breath  he  drew  aggrarated  the  spasm  in  a  ten- 
fold degree,  the  body  became  perfectly  opisthotonlc, 
foam  ittued  from  the  mouth,  and  the  man  altogether 
presented  so  frightful  a  specUcle  that  we  might  fairly 
hare  been  excused  had  we  desisted  from  that  moment.. 
We,  however,  after  allowing  the  effects  to  subside, 
made  one  more  attempt,  when  the  recurrence  of  the 
same  symptoms  eonrinced  us  of  the  worse  than  use- 
lesMsm  of  the  proceeding. 

Tha  subsequent  treatment  need  searoely^be  alludef 
te^  as  my  object  is  solely  to  point  out  the  failure  of  the 
n^er,  but  I  may  state  that  be  was  bled  iafgdy  %wk 
continued  the  cannabis,  with  some  aak^admeac»  and  in 
the  evening  bad  a  tobacco  enema,  (half  a  drachm  to  half 
a  pint  of  water,)  which  acted  effectually  in  relaxing  the 
spasms.  A  warm  perspiration  ensued,  the  patient  waa 
enabled  to  open  his  mouth  to  the  extent  of  an  inch,  and 
exprsssed  himself  as  in  erery  respect  better.  He 
remained  quiet  for  nearly  an  hour,  with  a  good  puls^ 
Irbea  a  sudden  spasm  seised  him,  in  which  he  died. 


OBSTINATE  CASE  OF  OONSTIPATiON. 

By  JoBK  Elliott  Wood,  E^.,  Surgeon,  Rochdale» 

Nancy  Sladen,  a  married  woman,  the  mother  of 
several  children,  was  seised  on  February  19th,  184  7^ 
with  pain  in  the  abdomen,  vomiting,  hiccough,  and 
other  aymptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  She  had  been 
the  siAject  of  irreducible  feoaoral  hernia  for  several 
yaaia.  The  hernial  tumour,  however,  though  laigc^ 
was  not  larger  than  usual,  nor  more  teaderto  the  touak 
than  the  abdomeu  gen^^lly.  Pills  of  calomd  with 
erotoB  oil  were  administered^  and  injections  nsed» 
without  producing  any  discharge  from  the  bowels^, 
The  qrmptoms  gradually  increased  in  urgency,  and  oa 
February  21st  the  usual  operation  for  femoral  hernia- 
4ras  practised,  the  patient  being  at  the  time  under  the 
influence  of  «ther.  The  bowel  and  omentum  were 
found  in  a  natural  state,  no  strangulation  existing. 

Laige  doses  of  calomel  were  now  administered  by 
the  mouth,  and  injections  of  castor  and  croton  oili 
diligaatly  persevered  in,  without  any  relief  to  tha 
symptoms.  The  abdominal  tendemem  increased ;  tha 
hteeoogh  and  vomiting  continued}  there  wasaremark^ 
able  anxiety  of  countenance. 

On  Pebruar|K22nd,  a  solution  of  .Tiorpbia  was  pre* 
scribed,  which  afforded  the  patient  more  relief  thaa 
anything  hitherto  had  recourse  to. 

From  this  time  to  March  31  st,  a  period  of  mor€i%Ui 
Jhe  loeeifct,  croton  oil,  castor  oil,  compound  extract  of 
colocynth,  large  doses  of  calomel,  jalap,  injecliofis  of 
ardton  and  castor  oils,  of  turpentine,  of  tobacco  infu- 
sion, of  large  quantities  of  warm  water,  friction  to  the^ 
abdomen  with  castor  oil,  irith  turpentiney  the  coldi 
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dovcbe,  every  remedy,  io  tliort,  CAlcnIated  to  produce 
«  purgative  effect,  was  tried  without  effect.  Hie 
Borphia  wta  coutiuued  during  the  whole  time  with 
greet  benefit.  Beef  tea,  jelliei,  wine,  anfl  eggs,  were 
ordered,  and  taken  with  appetite. 

On  March  3l8t  she  felt  an  inclinaHon  to  go  to  atoo), 
and  parted  with  amotion,  perfectly  natural  in  consistence 
and  colour  ;  this  was  followed  by  several  others  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  till  she  had  discharged  a  very  large 


quantity  of  faecal  matter.    There  was  no  blood,  or    Tliere  is  no  cough,  the  physical  signs  of  the  lungs  are 


mucus,  or  scybaln,  and  no  portion  of  intestine  voided.  ' 
The  incision  over  the  hernial  tumour,  it  should  be 
stated,  healed  in  a  week.  The  night  before  the 
re-establlshment  of  the  actioii  of  the  bowels,  the  hernia 
became  laige  and  painful,  but  was  reduced  to  its  usual 
siae  by  pressure  without  difficulty. 

The  patient  is  now  (April  3rd,)  in  a  fsir  way  for 
recovery,  though  reduced  io  strength  and  flesh. 

Rochdale,  Lancashire. 

♦ 


premonitory  symptom ;  she  did  not  receive  any  treatment^ 
aad  was  brought  to  the  hospital  at  six  o'clock  the  same 
morning.  At  present  the  patient  lies  upon  her  back, 
roll*  her  head  from  side  to  side,  throws  her  arms  about, 
and  moans  as  if  in  great  pain ;  the  skin  is  moist  and 
natural ;  the  expression  of  the  countenance  is  anxious^ 
the  lips  and  cheeks  are  florid ;  the  respiration  is  hurried 
and  laboured,  fifty-five  in  the  minute;  she  speaks  inter- 
mptedly,  catching  her  l>reath   between  each    word. 
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A  CA6B  OP  XNOOBOBMBNT  OF  TBI  HXART  AND 
INTUmNAL  ORGANS,  PRODfTCXD  BT  A  BXVBBB 
KICK  UPON  THB  BPIGABTBIUM,  AND  FOLLOWBD 
BT  8T1CPT01CS  OF  INTBBMITTBNT  FBTBR,  AND 
PBRIODIC  NBVBALOIA,  WITH  BBM ABKR. 

(Communicated  by  Ssptixub  Lowb,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S,) 
HUfoiy  •f  iht  oMf :  pntwi  atUukf  9jfmptmM  on 

c«fe ;  coiiM/l«fe«»ce  i  care.  — iteiMr At :  in^porttmet  ^ 
IPcretiffiM  j  fiBterf  0/  tht  tatack;  eng^rffemeni  iff 
the  heart,  hmge,  andUver.-^Caun:  **  anervitmie $" 
hen^t  derived  frtm  Heedmff.'^4fler  epmptonu  : 
**Aypemervumie  ;"  iniermittent  fnfer  ;  intereoetal 
meuraiffia  f  periodSeity  referred  to  the  gmgUime 
eyetem  and  tpiem, 

S.  P.,  a  female  aged  18,  admitted  into  the  HApital 
de  la  Piti^,  under  Pi^fessor  Piorry,  March  19,  1847. 
She  is  a  needle-woman,  of  the  ordinary  stature,  san- 
guine temperament,  and  florid  complexion.  She  is 
a  native  of  Paris,  and  has  resided  all  her  life  in  the 
Rue  Mouffetard,  inhabiting  a  small  ill-ventilated  a|kirt- 
■lent,  and  sleeping  in  the  same  room  with  et^bt  other 
persons.  She  has  never  suffered  from  rheumatism  or 
hysteria.  About  three  months  since  she  had  a  severe 
cold,  with  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  and  loss  of  appetite, 
bot  she  was  not  put  under  any  treatment.  Her 
bealtb  ha^  been  generaUy  very  good.  About  six 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  March,  whilst 
reetraining  a  patient  during  an  attack  of  hysteria,  she 
received  a  severe  kick  in  the  epigastric  region ;  she 
suffered  but  little  at  the  moment,  and  continued  her 
nsnal  occupations.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  violent  pain 
below  the  left  breast,  shooting  through  to  the  inferior 
posterior  part  of  the  chest  on  the  same  side,  with  very 
great  difficulty  in  breathing,  and  considerable  anxiety 
«Bd  reMlessness ;  she  had  no  shivering  fit  nor  other 


qaite  natural.  She  complains  of  severe  pain,  (which 
has  continued  since  one  o'clock  this  morning,)  shoot* 
ing  through  from  the  xyphoid  cartflage  to  the  spine. 
She  states  thai  she  ftels  a  tigfatness  about  the  chest, 
and  a  sensation  as  if  she  were  being  suffocated.  There 
are  no  external  marks  of  injury  in  the  epigastric 
jflfSpn.  On  anscultatioo,  the  heart's  beat  is  found  to 
be  slower  than  natural,  there  is  a  slight  degree  of  harsh- 
ness withr  the  first  sound,  and  the  sounds  are  heard 
over  a  larger  surface  than  usual.  On  percnssioB,  the 
heart  is  found  to  be  enormously  ealaiged,  measuring 
from  above  downwards  four  inches  and  a  half,  and 
from  base  to  apex  five  inches  and  a  half  ;  the  dnlnees 
is  very  strongly  marked;  the  aorta  is  alao  distended  s 
the  pulse  ia  laboured  and  compressible,  seventy  in  the 
minute.  There  is  no  nausea  nor  vomiting  ;  the  large 
intestines  are  filled  with  solid  matter,  and  the  stomach 
is  distended  with  gas;  the  bowels  have  not  been 
moved  for  the  last  eight  days ;  the  liver  is  somewhat 
enlarged ;  the  spleen  is  of  the  usual  siae ;  the  urine 
is  natural  in  quantity  and  quality;  the  catamenia 
are  regular.   >'0«/ 

The  extent  of  the  heart  being  marked  out  upon  the 
skin  with  nitrate  of  silver.  Professor  Piorry  ordered  the 
liatleDt  to  be  bkd  to  the  amount  of  thirty-two  ovneee; 
during  tkt  bleeding  tkt  cxperienoed  great  relief,  and  at 
the  cpnelnsion  she  expre«ed  herself  neariy  free  fiom 
pain ;  the  dyspncea  was  almost  entirely  reaaoved,  but 
there  still  remained  some  degree  of  tenderness  in  the 
epigastrium.  On  again  percnssing  the  heart,  it  w$n 
found  to  have  diminished  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  from 
above  downwards,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  on  its 
left  border ;  the  duloess  was  much  less  intense  In  its 
character ;  the  aorta  was  considerably  lessened,  and  the 
liver  was  also  diminished  about  half  an  inch,  both  on 
its  inferior  and  superior  borders;  there  was  no  ten- 
\lency  to  syncope,  nor  was  there  any  sensible  effect 
produced  upon  the  patient's  strength;  the  pulse 
mounted  to  eighty,  and  became  firmer,  and  more 
natural.  Ordered  to  abstain  from  all  food,  and  to  have 
a  purging  enema. 

Veepere,  About  five  o'clock  she  was  again  attacked 
with  severe  pain  and  dyspnoea.  Ordered  a  grain  and  a 
half  of  opium. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  opium  was  found  to  have  had 
not  the  slightest  influence  in  subduing  the  symptoms, 
and  they  had,  in  fact,  become  almost  as  urgent  as 
on  her  first  admission ;  the  heart  was  again  enlaiged  to 
about  midway  between  the  first  limitation  and  the  one 
made  after  the  bleeding.  Ordered  to  be  bled  to  the 
amount  of  thirty-two  ounces.  After  the  second 
bleeding  the  extent  of  the  heart  was  found  to  be 
diminished  considerably  within  the  limitatiott  made 
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after  the  former  bleeding,  and  to  be,  in  fect^  almoet  in 
its  normal  condition.  The  diatmiing  symptoms  were 
again  completely  remo?ed«  and  the  patient  obtained  a 
lew  boors  sleep. 

20tb.  Aboot  three  o'clock  this  morning  the  experi- 
enced a  return  of  the  pain  and  dyspnoea,  but  less 
intensely  than  before.  The  heart  was  found  to  he  in 
its  normal  condition,  so  that  a  third  bleeding  was  not 
deemed  necessary.  A  warm  bath -was  ordered,  which 
anceeeded  in  remonng  the  distressing  symptoms.  At 
present  she  is  quite  calm  and  composed,  but  compUins 
of  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium  and  left  intercostal 
spaces;  the  pulse  is  regular,  compressible,  and  78; 
there  is  considerable  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the 
ttxth,  seventh,  and  eighth  dorul  vertebra;  the  bowels 
iMve  not  yet  been  relieved.  Ordered  a  warm  bath,  a 
mustard  poultice  to  the  epigastriam,  and  a  purging 
enema. 

21st.  The  pain  is  greatly  relieved;  the  bowels  haie 
been  moved  once;  the  tqogae  is  slightly  furred ;  no 
appetite ;  heart  in  its  normal  condition ;  pulse  rather 
weak  and  eompressible.  Ordered  low  diet.  Continue 
the  warm  bath  and  enemata. 

22nd.  The  countenance  is  again  anxious;  there  is 
considerable  jactitation,  interruption  in  speaking,  and 
eatching  of  the  breath.  There  is  not  the  same  kind 
of  dyspnoea  which  was  observed  on  her  admission. 
She  complains  of  violent  lancinating  pain,  darting 
through  from  the  epigastrium  to  the  left  intercostal 
spaces  and  spine,  so  that  she  cannot  fully  expand  the 
chest,  or  take  a  deep  inspiration,  without  great  agony. 
The  heart  continues  in  its  normal  state;  there  is  no 
harshness ' with  the  first  sound;  the  large  intestines 
are  still  filled  with  faecal  matter,  and  the  stomach 
is  distended  with  gas.  Ordered  thirty-  leeches  to  the 
epigmstriam,  followed  by  a  large  Unseed  poultice; 
friction  over  the  abdomen  with  olive  oil;  a  bliater 
over  the  spine,  to  be  dressed  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  hydrochlorate  of  morphia ;  a  purging  enema,  and 
a  warm  bath. 

23rd.  She  had  another  attack  of  the  same  nature 
last  night,  which  lasted  several  hours.  The  bowels 
have  been  freely  relieved ;  the  poise  is  somewhat 
fuller,  and  quite  regular,  80 ;  there  is  still  considerable 
lendemess  in  the  epigastrium  and  spine.  Ordered 
five  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine  every  six  hours,  in 
the  intervals  of  the  attack. 

24tb.  The  attack  commenced  last  night  about  ten 
o*clock,  with  well-marked  symptoms  of  intermittent 
fever;  shivering,  which  cootined  about  an  hour;  heat, 
which  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  followed  by 
sweating.  This  was  succeeded  by  the  same  kind  of 
intense  pain  as  before.    Continue  the  quinine. 

25th.  She  again  had  an  attack  last  night  of  the 
same  nature,  and  at  the  same  hour  as  the  former 
one.  She  was  ordered  ten  grains  of  quinine,  which 
immediately  arrested  the  symptoms,  and  she  remained 
free  until  the  following  day. 

26th.  There  is  still  considerable  tenderness  in  the 
epigastrium  and  spine ;  the  heart  retains  its  normal 
condition;  the  bowels  are  regular;  the  appetite 
improved ;  the  tongue  is  clean.    Ordered  to  continue 


the  quinine  and  warn  baths,  and  apply  a  blister  to 
the  epigastrium. 

From  this  time  antU  the  29th9  the  patient  bad  an 
attack  every  day,  bat  each  day  it  became  shorter  and 
loM  intense;  the  tenderiMss  in  the  epigastrium  and 
spine  continued,  and  she  oomplained  of  some  degree 
of  feebleness. 

31st.  The  tongue  is  clean  and  moist ;  the  appetite 
has  returned;  she  has  not  had  an  attack  since  the 
29th.    Convaleweot.    Full  diet. 

April  2nd.  Cured. 

Professor  Piorry,  in  remarking  upon  this  case^ 
observed,  that  if  we  consider  the  astonishing  progress 
medicine  has  made  within  the  last  few  years,— if  we 
look  at  the  rapid  strides  it  has  taken  towards  perfec- 
tion, and  the  degree  of  certitude  iu  the  investigation 
of  disease  which  is  now  obtained,  we  can  have  no 
difficulty  in  admitting  it  to  be  a  **  veritable  science ;" 
while  chemistry  and  physics  are  limited  by  certain 
and  peculiar  laws,  or  carried  away  into  abstract  theory 
and  speculation.  Medicine  has  arrived  at  such  an 
amount  of  accuracy  and  exactitude,  that  by  the 
assistance  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  by  that  of  auscultation,  percussion,  the  use  of  the 
speculum,  &c.  &c.,  on  the  other,  we  can  now  measure 
and  mark  out  the  different  organs  with  the  greatest 
nicety  and  precision ;  and  by  reasoning  upon,  and 
comparing  them  with,  the  natural  condition,  we  may 
detect  the  almost  slightest  lesion,  and  arrive  at  results 
the  most  positive  and  satisfactory. 

The  case  before  us  illustrates  most  admirably  the 
truth  of  these  observations,  and  is  another  amongst  the 
many  proofs  we  have  lately  had  of  the  utility  and 
importance  of  percussion,  and  an  "organo-pathoIo« 
gicaV*  investigation  of  disease,  showing  most  clearly 
the  surprising  light  they  often  throw  upon  phenomena 
apparently  the  most  obscure. 

This  patient  was  admitted  with  most  distressing 
symptoms  of  dyspncea  and  troubled  circulation,  fol- 
lowing a  severe  kick  upon  the  epigastrium.  On  aus- 
cultation nothing  abnormal  was  detected  in  the  lungs, 
there  was  a  slight  harshness  with  the  heart's  first  sound, 
and  the  heart's  impulse  was  extended  over  a  larger 
surface  than  natural,  but  there  was  nothing  positive  to 
point  out  the  true  nature  of  the  case.  On  percossion 
the  heart  was  found  to  be  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  dul- 
ness  more  msrked  than  usnal,  bat  it  retained  its  ordi- 
nary  form.  Could  it  be  effusion  into  the  perieardiam  ? 
Certainly  not ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  the  bruits  were 
not  distant  or  indistinct;  2nd,  the  rapidity  of  the 
attack,  and  gravity  of  the  symptoms,  prevented  die 
supposition ;  and,  3rd,  the  shape  was  altogether  different 
to  what  is  observed  in  hydro-pericarditis,  where, 
according  to  nilroeroos  experiments  made  by  ProfeiMir 
Piorry,  both  upon  the  living  and  dead  subject,  the  dul- 
ness  is  found  to  extend  upwards  and  outwards  to  thte 
left  side,  and  to  assume  a  figure  totally  different  to 
what  is  observed  either  in  the  normal  or  the  hyper* 
trophied  heart. 

What  then  was  the  true  nature  of  the  case !  Evi- 
dently engoigement  of  the  heart  and  great  vessels,  sad 
consecutive  engotgement  and  congestion  of  the  lungs, 
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Krtr,  and  inlemal  orgftns ;  «tid  tlib  opinion  was  ren- 
dered more  ceiMn  by  tiie  etflBett  of  die  trettment,  for 
Mifenor  FSorry  bet  pvofeil,  horn  obeermtioM  mnde 
npon ngraat nnmber of  oaiei^  tbnt IJU k€mtt4md Uner, 
t»km  tmgTfid  mud  eonffHtid,  wiU  diwUmth  tmdir  ike 
f#M0  ^  m/uU  htetSmff,  Jmi  m  ih»  tpltmu  ohmrved  to 
eMlTMf  M  tk§  admitMrnHm  «/*  fNuMMi  fint  wbat 
was  tbe  priaaiy  eaote  of  this  ongotgenMat  ?  Injnrj  of 
the  pneumogaatric  nerret.  We  know  that  the  effects  of 
inJQiyof  a  nerre  are  partial  paraljsif,  or  "anenritmie/* 
crampy  and  coofettion  of  the  parts  supplied  by  that 
nerFe,  and  this  we  find  lo  hare  been  the  case  here ;  the 
terminating  branches  of  the  right  pair  being  injured,  the 
stomach  is  first  affected,  and  becomes  filled  with  gas ; 
by  reflex  action  the  effects  are  carried  to  the  heart,  its 
force  is  lessened,  and  its  energy  diminished,  and  thus 
being  unable  to  entirely  empty  itself  at  each  systole,  it 
becomes  gradnally  more  and  more  distended ;  as  the 
distension  goes  on,  the  mnscnlar  fibres  loose  in  a  great 
measure  their  power  of  contracting;  the  blood  not 
being  propelled  onwards,  accnroolates  in  the  lungs, 
renooa  system*  and  liver.  By  lessening  the  amount 
of  the  cirenlating  fluid,  the  heart  is  emptied,  and  the 
blood  soon  again  flows  freely  throQgh  the  lungs  and 
lirer;  and  the  heart,  althoagh  its  force  is  still  con- 
siderably diminished,  is  again  enabled  to  contract  upon 
and  propel  this  smaller  quantity  of  fluid.  But  it  cannot 
be  expected,  that  after  this  enormous  distension  it  will 
at  once  recorer  its  former  tone ;  it  must  hare  time  to 
regain  its  lost  energy ;  before  this  can  occur  the  blood 
again  accumulates  in  its  interior,  and  embarrasses  its 
action,  thus  requiring  another  lai^  abstraction  of 
blood  i  after  which  we  find  it  was  not  only  enabled  to 
regain  its  normal  condition,  but  baring  now  sufficient 
time  to  recover  its  lost  force,  it  continues  to  act  freely 
and  regularly  npon  the  diminished  quantity  of  circu- 
lating fluid. 

Again,  what  was  the  canse  of  the  symptoms  of 
intennitlettt  fever,  and  exalted  nerfons  sensibility  or 
**  hypemerrismie  "?   Injury  of  the  sympathetic  nerves. 
Thoa,  no  donbt»  the  solar  plesna  is  injoiied,  ita  sensl- 
biliiy  ezaitod,  radiates  to  tha  phrenic  nerves,  causing 
fain  in  theepigaatriumy  lo  tbeintarooatal  spinal  nerves, 
indvciag  pain  in  the- spine  and.intareostal  nisuralgia, 
no  that  thepatieatcoold  not  alevale  htc  riba  nor  depress 
the  diaphragm  without  great  pain,  and  thus  producing 
symptoms  greatly  resembling  those  of  angina  pectoris. 
Again,   radiating   to   the   splenic   nerves,    inducing 
symptoms  of  intermittent  fever,  and  determining  the 
periodicity  of   the  neuralgic  attacks,   for  Professor 
Piorry  affirms,  that,  W9  almott  never  htne  lesion  qf  the 
wpken  or  the  nervee  which  ngn^fy  tV,  without,  eonte 
epwipUnne,  more  or  lest  marked,  of  intermittent  fever 
•r  periodie  wewredffia\  and  this  opinion  is  strengthened 
Ivy  the  offsets  of  the  treatment,  for  we  find  that  the 
attack  ms  immediately  cot  short  by  a  large  dose  of 
quinine,  and  the  patient  completely  cured  by  its  con- 
tinned  employment. 

It  may  appear  atrange  to  the  English  practitioner, 
tlMt  in  thii  case,  the  colon  was  not  at  once  emptied  by 
a  brisk  purgative,  but  on  considering  the  condition  of 
tlM  stomach,  which  was  filled  with  gas,  and  partially 
pwalyied^  it  will  be  seen  that  the  use  of  purgatives 


was  quite  contraindicated,  and  that  the  best  method 
of  rdieving  the  bowels  was  the  frietioB  over  the 
abdomen  with  oUve  oil,  and  the  employment  of 
purging  enemata,o-the  means  so  much  insisted  npon 
by  the  French  physicians  in  almost  every  case  where 
there  is  no  Imflammation  of  the  viscera. 
Paris,  April  3, 1847. 

■  ».■■■■»■■■■  .■■       m Ill  «  I  I  I         ■ 

PROVINCIAL 

iMtHiral  Sc  ^urgiral  S^ournaU 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  21,  1847. 


The  popular  inclination  to  remark  and  specu« 
late  upon  the  weather  and  its  effects^  as  mani-i 
feated  in  our  daily  salutations  and  conversation, 
in  singularly  at  variance  with  the  actual  state  of 
knowledge  on  the  subject.  We  are  all  more 
or  less  disposed  to  comment  on  atmospheric 
variations, — to  anticipate  their  occurrence  and 
nature,-— to  give  due  credence  to  every  busy 
weather-prophet  who  believes  himself  able  to 
foretel  a  coming  change,  and  to  draw  from  such 
predictions,  conclusions  of  future  weal  or  woe  ; 
but  there  are  few  who  follow  the  course  of 
careful  observation,  and  atill  fewer  who  avail 
themselves  of  recorded  facts,  or  attempt  in  a 
philosophical  spirit  to  deduce  the  laws  on  which 
this  part  of  the  system  of  nature  is  governed^ 
with  a  certainty  and  preciaion  as  unerring  as 
those  which  regulate  the  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies. 

There  are  various  reasons  for  this  neglect  of 
genuine  philosophical  investigation  on  a  subject 
in  which  all  the  world  professes  to  be,  and  is, 
hourly  and  deeply  interested.  The  problehi  to 
be  solved  involves  many  conditions,  requires 
multiplied  observations  carefully  followed  out 
for  long  periods  of  time,  which  must  be  made  by 
many  different  individuals  differently  circum- 
stanced as  to  locality,  and  these  observations 
must  be  accurately  comparable  together.  The 
limits  of  error  are  therefore  necessarily  wide, 
and  the  intricacies  of  the  subject  such  perhaps 
as  not  to  be  included  within  their  influence* 
We  are  not  however,  here,  to  enter  upon  a 
treatise  of  meteorology  ;  nor  is  it  intended  to 
develope  the  causes  why  the  meteorologist  has 
hitherto  failed  to  detect  the  laws  which  regulate 
atmospheric  changes.  The  medical  philosopher 
is  not  called  upon  to  take  upon  himself  to  supply 
the  short-comings  of  a  science,  which  would 
require  for  its  elucidation  the  devotion  of  a  whole 
life.  It  is,  however,  within  his  province  to  make 
use  of  such  meteorological  details  as  ndmit  of 
ready  observation,  and  to  endeavour  to  trace 
the. effects  of  the  varying  conditions  of  the 
atmosphere  in  which  we  live,  on  the  humaa 
constitution,  and  their  relations  with  disease. 

Certain  of  these  effects  are,  it  is  presumed. 
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well-kao vn ;  the  prevalence  of  pulmonary  ca- 
'  iarrhal   affections    in   the  seasons   of   winter 
and  earlf  springs  and  of  dysentery^  diarrluBa, 
and  cholera  at  the  close  of  summer  and  in 
autumn^   is  among   the   established   facts   of 
]iiedicine»  and   has   long   bean   attributed   to 
atmospheric  changes.  Very  loose  ideas,  howerer, 
hare  been  entertained  of  the  relation  which 
the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  in  respect  to 
its  weight,  temperature,  moisture,  electric  state, 
Sec,  bears  to  the  prevalence  of  disease.    How 
far  the  influence  of  these  physical  agents  may 
be  primary  or  secondary,    or  whether   other 
conditions,  which  may  be  termed  concomitant, 
are  not  ooncerned,    does  not  always  appear. 
To  take  an  instance,    the   autumnal   gastro- 
intestinal affections  have  long  been  populiurly 
attributed,— and  be  it  remembered  that   the 
,  popular  opinion  of  one  age  is  very  genenliy 
the  expression  of  the  experience,  or  presumed 
experience,  of  past  ages,— to  the  ingestion  of 
.  certain  fruits ;  the  plum  season  has  been  termed 
,  tl^e  doctor's  harvest,  and  an  abundant  supply 
of  stone-fruit  has  very  commonly  been  con- 
ttdered  the  source  of  much  professional  emolu*' 
ment.    But  the  experience  of  last  year  shews 
that  the  consumption  of  abundance  of  plums 
and  the  presence  of  intestinal  fluxes,  however 
generally  they  may  be  concomitant,  in  respect 
of  time^  are  not  always  to  be  looked  upon  in 
[  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect.    With  a  very 
acanty  supply  of  stone-fruit,  we  had  the  usual 
autumnal   bowel   complaints  most   extensively 
prevalent  throughout  the  country,  and  unusually 
severe.    We  may  dismiss,  therefore,  the  popular 
opinion  on  this  point  as  a  popular  error,  while 
we  must  look   elsewhere   for  a  cause  of  the 
prevalence  of  intestinal  affections  in  summer 
and  autumn,  than  to  the  use  of  a  superabundance 
of  vegetable  productions. 
The  question  will  then  recur,   whether  the 
'unusual  heat  and  dryness    of   the    preceding 
summer  season  were  not,  one  or  other,  or  both, 
the  direct  cause  of  the  prevalence  of  intestinri- 
affections,   and    consequently,    whether   these 
conditions  may  not  always  be  more   or   less 
influential  in  the  production  of  the  sama  effects 
in  the  plum  season,  whatever  may  be  the  supply 
of  that  fruit.    This  is  a  point  for  meteorological 
research. 

The  real  agent,  whether  cold,  humidity,  rapid 
changes  of  temperature,  or  other  atmospheric 
condition,  in  the  production  of  the  catarrhal 
affections  of  winter,  is  another  subject  which 
requires  investigation  on  similar  principles. 
These  affections  have  been  very  prevalent  and 
severe  during  the  severe  season  now  drawing 
to  its  close,  but  they  have  been  also  prevalent 
in  other  seasons  of  less  actual  severity.    From 


the  admirable  I'eports  on  the  sanatory  oo&ditiaii 
of  Paris,  pubtifthed  in  the  G^xtiU  MidiemU, 
for  1846,  it  would  saam  to  ha  eakablUad 
that  the  weight  and  temperatara  af  .tha  atmoa« 
phere,  whether  eonaidarad  abaolatalf  ar  in 
reference  to  their  variations,  da  nat  appear  to 
exerdaa  any  appraciahle  inflnanoa  on  health. 
The  degree  of  humidity  of  the  atmoephara, 
and  the  direction  of  the  winds,  oa  the  contrary, 
seem  to  exert  a  wall-marked  inflaenoe.  Yet 
if  we  attempt  to  trace  the  effects  of  temperatara 
and  pressure  in  their  extremes,  as  recorded  by 
various  travellers  in  the  arctic  regions,  in 
tropical  countries,  and  on  the  heights  of  the 
Andes  or  Himalaya  range,  we  shall  find  that 
both  exercise  an  immediate  and  direct  influence, 
and  it  is  therefore  not  an  unfounded  presumptioa 
that  a  minor  effect  must  be  produced  by  both, 
within  the  limits  of  such  variations  as  occur  in 
our  own  country  and  under  oor  own  observation. 
These,  then,  are  the  questions  which  the  medi« 
cal  meteorologist  has  to  determine.  Obaervationa 
are  required  to  attain  this  desirable  and,  and  we 
rejoice  to  aee  the  attention  of  savaral  of  the 
members  of  the  Provincial  Aaaociation  directed 
to  this  point.  To  appreoiate  the  effecta  of  any 
one  morbific  agent  on  the  public  health,  it 
becomes  necessary,  as  far  as  (practicable,  to 
isolate  it  from  all  others ;  this  can  only  be  par* 
tially  accomplished,  but  the  end  may  be  attained 
with  much  more  effect  than  haa  hitherto  been 
done.  Meteorological  observations,  with  a  view 
of  ascertaining  the  influence  of  atmospheric 
changes  on  the  health  ought  to  be  carried  on  in 
the  healthier  districts,  altogether  removed  from 
the  influence  of  such  causes  of  disease  as  result 
from  over-crowding  of  the  population^ — from 
the  accumulation  of  animal  or  vegetable  miasma- 
ta,-—from  the  exercise  of  arts  or  manufactures, 
known  to  be  injurious  to  health  and  longevity* 
The  locale  must,  therefore,  be  far  removed  from 
the  influence  of  the  great-town  system,  and  the 
observations  should  be  carried  on  chiefly  in  agri« 
cultural  districts.  With  a  Tiew  of  estimating 
the  effects  of  temperature  and  pressure,  they 
should  be  instituted  lii  different  localities,  some 
of  which  may  be  on  the  general  level,  in  the  meet 
northern  and  most  southern  parts  of  the  country, 
others  on  different  levels ;  some  Inlsnd,  some 
maritime.  In  this  manner  we  may  hope  to  be 
able  to  isolate,  to  a  certain  extent,  even  the 
more  general  phyaical  agents;  and  by  recording 
also  the  diseases  amongst  the  deoiaeoB  aad  cul- 
tivators of  the'  soil,  readily  asoartainable  from 
the  reeosda  of  the  union  medical  oftcaca,  to 
estimate  their  effscta* 
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Om  l\mmrt  of  tJhr  VUni$  ami  iU  Afpendages,  (Jttek' 
mmm  PHas9  DkMFUciim.y  BjTbohai  Sapfokb 
liBS,  Sill.,  V .RtC»8.B.,  &o.,  &e.  London,  8to, 
f  p.  874; 

If  we  were  called  open  to  name  the  department  0/ 
pathology,  in  which  the  most  solid  ad  ranee  has  of  late 
years  been  made,  we  should  without  hesitation  point 
to  the  diseases  of  the  female  organs  of  reproduction. 
Although  we  have  not  exactly  grown  grey  in  the 
practioe  of  our  profession, .  we  oan,  nevertfaelesSy 
xeoiember  the  time,  when  all  bat  ihe  mora  palpable 
/orma  of  uterine  disease  weie  a  dead  letter  to  the 
flsajort^  0/  practiaonersy  and  to  those  who  pretended 
40  tome  aUU  in  snob  matters^  the  finger  was  their  best 
«gent  in  diagnoefs,  and  astringent  Injections  their  Mtf 
means  of  core.  This  rpproach,  however,  cannot  n6w 
attach  either  to  the  multitude,  or  the  indi?idual  medical 
practitioner, excepting  by  his  or  their  own  culpability, for 
the  more  general  use  of  the  speculum  vaginsB,  and  the 
publication  of  such  works  as  the  present,  have  operated 
in  introducing  into  the  study  of  uterine  diseases,  a 
predsioD,  both  of  diagnosis  and  treatment,  which  fk 
«nly  equalled  in  the  diaeases  of  the  eye. 

Mr.  Lee's  volume  is  one  of  a  class  of  which  we 
woiril  ttp  see  more  ft^quent  examples,  and  we  think 
that  tbe  "College  of  Surgeons  has  displayed  a  sound 
judgment  In  aecordihg  to  it  the  Jacksoniah  Prize.  It 
It  not  like  too  many  practical  treatises,  a  mere  com. 
pilation,  Aill  of  crude  speculations  and  hasty  general- 
ization, but  one  which  is  characterized  by  so  patient 
an  examination  of  the  subjects  discussed,  and  such  an 
evident  desire  on  the  part  of  the  author  not  to  move  one 
ttep  in  advance  of  his  facto,  that  it  will  not  fail,  w» 
are  steured,  in  impressing  the  reader  with  an  entire 
eonlldence  in  the  writer's  truthfulness  and  capacity  for 
oorrect  observation. 

The  matter  contained  in  the  volume  is  distributed 
under  three  divisions. 

1.  Tumoun  of  the  uterus,  comprising  tumours  of 
the  walls  of  the  organ,  polypoid  tmnoufi,  oauMowcr 
excrescence,  apd  malignant  tnmoiin» 

2,  Tumours  of  the  ovary.  . 

d»  Tnmovra  of  Um  vagina  and  estenM^  organs. 

Underlie  int  division  the  author  gives  us  a  very 
complete  histoiry  ot  the  various  benign  and  malignant 
growths  to  which  this  important  organ  is  subject,  com- 
mencing with  the  fibrous  tumour,  and  taking  in 
•accession  polypoid  tumours,  soft  polypi,  cauUdower 
exaretconce,  and  encophaloid.  iks  a  meant  of  diag. 
nosit  of  oU  forma  of  ntetfizie  tumoar,  be  speefcs 
iovooimbly  of  Dr.  Simpson's  uterine  sound,  by  means 
of  which  be  statet  that  the  important  question  of  the 
attachment  ot  the  growth  to  the  fundus,  and  of  the  adhe- 
•sionornon.adh0tio»of  the  organ  to  the  neighbouring 
pttliy  nay  be  laiisfaoloflly  delenaliMd.   He  however, 


warns  the  reader,  that  in  inexperieneed  hands  this 
ittstrament  is  not  devoid  of  danger,  and  that  violent 
inflammation  may  be  occasioned  by  its  use. 

In  reference  to  the  operation  for  the  removal  of 
uterine  polypi,  the  authpr  is  at  vtrionce  with  Pr. 
Montgomery  and  others  a#  to  the  dangers  of  incision. 
He  finds,  and  we  may  be  sure  that  in  an  essay  like  the 
present,  every  available  source  of  Information  has  been 
searehed,  that  there  are  at  most  but  two  cases  on  record 
in  which  the  patient  has  died  firom  hsBmorrbage  conse- 
quent upon  excision  of  a  polypus.  The  fean  ot  the 
surgeon  have  been,  we  believe,  most  unnecessarily 
excited  in  reference  to  this  operation,  and  we  regard 
Mr.  Lee's  statement  as  well  calculated  to  restore  his 
confidence. 

We  could  easily,  and  with  much  satisfaction  to  our- 
selves,  lengthen  the  notice  of  this  valuable  essaj,  by 
the  mention  of  many- other  subjects  treated  of  in  the 
first  part,  but  as  we  wish  more  particularly  to  direct  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  chapter  on  ovariotomy,  we  shall 
here  merely  state  that  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  polypus, 
(he  dsseriptioa  of  the  varieus  modes  of  operating  for 
their  removal,  and  the  chapter  on  cauliflower  ezores- 
cence,  are  particularly  worthy  of  perusal. 

The  diseases  of  the  ovary  occapy  the  second  part 
of  the  work,  and  as  the  subject  is  one  which  has^ 
recently  been  invested  with  peculiar  interest,  we  shall 
allude  to  the  author's  well-digested  opinions  on  its  dif- 
ferent bearings  at  some  length.  It  is  a  common  opinion 
that  encysted  dropsy  of  the  ovary  attacks  fen^ales 
Indiscriminately,  whether  single  or  married.  Mr.  Lee 
finds,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  married  are  the  ^ore 
liable  of  the  two ;  of  136  cases,  88  were  married,  .11 
were  widows,  and  only  37  single.  These  fesolts  are 
certainly  opposed  to  our  previous  impression,  bat  as 
we  have  chapter  and  verse  for  this,  as  for  all  Mr.  Lee's 
assertions,  we  are  bound  to  receive  them  with  respect 
Another  very  general  opinion  exists,  that  ovarian  dropsy 
afleots  the  left  ovary  more  than  the  right.  This 
opinion  is  also  reversed  by  Mr.  Lee's  investigatiotts. 

The  pathology  of  ovarian  tumoun,  ttie  anatomical 
details  connected  with  the  structure  of  the  cyst,  the 
symptoms,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  the  disease,  are 
so  many  points  upon  which  we  might  with  advantage 
dilate ;  oor  space  is,  however,  too  limit**  ^  to  aUow  0/  our 
notifling  them  at  the  length  they  oserve,  we  shall, 
therefore,  devote  what  spaoe  remaiu^  to  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  two  very  important  subjects  connected  with  the 
treatment  of  the  disease-^namely,  the  operation  of 
tapping  and  that  of  ovariotomy.  On  both  these  sub- 
jects Mr.  Lee  speaks  ex  caUiidra,  and  it  is  but  common 
justice  to  him  to  admit  that  the  pros  and  00ns  of 
easb  operolioB  are  nest  dearly  laid  down. 

The  operation  ot  topping  is  shewn  to  be  but  at  best 
a  palliative  of  very  doabtftil  valae,  and  to  be,  more- 
over, in  many^  cases,  surrounded  by  positive  and  imme- 
dia(e  dangers.    The  consequences,  too,  of  the  operation. 
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*re  not  more  favonrable,  for  Mr.  Lee  finds,  that  oot  of 
a  giren  number,  one  half  died  within  the  tpaoe  of  four 
months,  and  that  of  the  latter,  half  were  only  tapped 
once.  The  canae  of  death  is  attributed  to  inflamma- 
tion of  the  sao  or  peritoneam.  These  results  are 
eihibited  in  a  table  at  page  177. 

We  now  come  to  the  operation  of  excision  of  the 
OTary  as  a  curative  measure,  and  here  we  find  Mr. 
Lee*s  information  to  be  both  extensiYe  and  accurate. 
We  must,  however,  refer  the  reader  to  the  original 
for  the  greatest  portion  of  the  details  on  various  matters 
connected  with  the  operation,  contenting  onrselTes 
with  the  following  list  of  conclusions,  to  which  the 
author  has  been  led  by  a  candid  review  of  the  subject  ^^ 

"  1.  That  from  the  difficulty  arising  in  the  cure  of 
this  disease,  the  operation  of  extraction  of  the  cjst 
has  b^n  proposed  and  performed  1 14  times,  of  which 
number  74  have  recovered  and  40  died,  making  the 
arerage  mortality  one  in  three  nearly. 

"2.  That  of  these  114  operations,  io  34,  or  rather 
less  than  one  in  five,  the  operation  was  obliged  to  be 
abandoned,  either  Aromi  extent  of  adhesions,  from  the 
tumour  being  an  uterine  or  omental  one,  or  from  there 
being  no  tumour  at  all,  proviog  indisputably  the  diffi- 
cullies  of  the  diagnoeis. 

*<3.  That  in  the  90  eases  where  the  tumour  was 
removed,  nearly  one  died  to  three  recoveries. 

*'4.  That  the  diagnosis  of  ovarian  tumours  is  very 
obscure  as  regards  adhesions  and  the  eharacter  of  the 
tumour ;  thus  adhesions  existed  in  46  of  the  61  cases 
where  the  fact  is  mentioned. 

"  5.  That  where  adhesions  existed,  the  mortality  was 
greatar,  being  one  death  in  2}. 

*'  6.  That  the  principal  recorded  causes  of  death, 
where  It  took  place  soon  after  the  operation,  are 
hasmorrhage  and  peritonitis. 

<*  7.  When  death  takes  place  in  consequence  of  the 
operation  It  is  very  rapid.  Of  30  patients  14  died 
within  36  hours,  and  25  within  a  week. 

"  S.  That  the  character  of  the  disease  is  of  importance 
vrfth  regard  to  Its  mortality.  In  the  ease  of  hard 
tomoura  the  martality  was  more  than  one  in  twob  Of 
the  16,  9  were  cured,  7  died.  In  5  the  tumour  was 
not  removed.  When  the  tumour  was  composed  partly 
of  fiuid  and  partly  of  solid  matter— vis.,  in  65  cases, 
44  were  cured,  21  died,  and  in  14  the  tumoor  was  not 
extracted,  making  the  mortality  less  than  one  in  three. 
8o  that  encysted  dropsy  Is  more  fevourable  for  the 
operation  than  hard  tumours  of  the  organ. 

"  9.  That  as  regards  the  mortality  of  the  two  opera- 
tions, in  85  cases  where  the  mijor  operation  was 
performed,  50  were  cured  and  35  died,  making  the 
mortality  I  to  2|;  in  23  where  the  minor  operaUon 
was  performed,  19  were  cured  and  4  died,  making  a 
nortali^  of  oiw  In  six. 

**  10.  That  in  one  of  the  oaees  opwalad  upon  the 
twnonr  was  malignant,  but  that  encysted  dropsy  is  not 
malignant  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word.*' 
.  We  now  taka  leave  of  our  author,  with  a  strong 
conviction  that  he  has  written  npoa  a  suldect  which 
he  thoronghly  understands,  no  mean  qualification  in 
tha  preaent  days  of  medical  scribbling ;  and  we  moat 
aordiaUy  reaoaaand  his  work  at  one  which  shoold 


form  part  of  the  library  of  every  man  who  la  dealrona 
of  improving  hia  professional  knowledge.  We  could 
wish  that  this  class  were  more  nnmerous,  for  it  ia  really 
painful  to  meet  such  numbers  of  t^-dtMonU  practical 
men,  who  not  only  do  not  read,  but  who  make  it  their 
silly  boast  that  they  do  not,  hoping,  no  doabt,  tiiat 
such  gasconading  may  lead  to  the  Impreaslon  of  their 
own  wonderful  and  innate  sagacity. 


Lecture,  hUrodudcry  to  a  Coune  of  ClinieaX  Medicine 
delivered  in  the  Theatre  of  Queen't  CoOe^Ct  Birming- 
ham,  on  Tiieedinf,  Deeemher  the  Fint,  1846.  By 
Samvbl  Wu«ht,  M.D.,  Bdin.,  Phyaielaii  to  tiio 
Queen's  Hospital»aBd  Frofesaor  of  Clinical  Medidno 
in  Qaeen's  College^  Binnlnghamf  &c,  &c  London* 
8vo,,  pp.  23. 

We  ac^  induced  to  notice  this  lecture  by  the  Clinical 
Professor  of  Queen's  College,  Birmingham,  chiefly 
because  it  emanates  from  one  of  our  Provincial 
Schools.  The  observations  of  its  author  are  highly 
judicious,  and  embrace  a  brief  summary  of  what  ia 
expected  and  required  of  those  entering  into  the  medical 
profession,  to  render  themselves  competent  to  th» 
serious  duties  on  which  they  are  about  to  emiwrlr.. 
<<  There  is  no  nobler  profession  than  onr^**  observer 
Or.  Wright,  in  his  conolading  remarks,  **  Sd  there  la 
none  more  responsible.  There  ia  io«iething  awfnl  la 
having  to  take  charge  of  hnman  life:  it  teUa  os  thai 
we  have  both  a  moral  and  a  rascal  duly  to  perfonn 
to  our  patients.  Never  look  to  the  worldly  condition 
of  individuals,  to  know  how  much  professional  attention 
you  are  to  pay  them,  and  what  claims  they  are  to  have 
upon  your  sympathy  with  their  sufflsrings  and  anxiety 
for  their  welfare."  We  regret  we  have  not  space  for 
the  entire  passage;  it  is  replete  with  the  highest  pr^- 
ciples  of  medical  ethics,  and  happy  will  it  be  for  Um 
students  of  the  school  if  soch  prindplea  seek  deep  into 
their  minds,  and  become  those  on  which  thay  ahall 
hereafter  be  guided  in  the  exercise  of  thdr  profesdonat 
calling. 

9to(eeDiiig9  of  ^ocieKen. 

■      III  I 

BATH    AND    BKISTOL    BRANCH    OF    THS 

PROVINCIAL    M£DXCAL  JkNP    SUROICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 
Quarterly  Meeting  held  at  Bristol,  Tuesday,  March  2^ 
1847,  Mr.  O&MOMD  in  the  chair. 

There  was  a  very  fhll  attendance,  amounting  to 
nearly  fifty  members  and  visitors. 

jyr,  Kay,  having  expressed  his  extrerao  regret  at  the 
loss  the  S9ciety  had  lately  experienced  in  the  death  of 
Dr.  Bompas,propoBed  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith  as  President- 
Elect,  to  supply  the  vacant  office.  Mr.  Estlin  seconded 
the  proposition,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

ON  TBB    B£SPIRATORT    FVNCTI0N8 :    USB    Or  THB 

amomTBB. 

Mr.  Htttchinson*  of  LondoB^  havlBg  Madly  ofimd 

to  make  some  remarks  in  illustration  of  his  papor  ''On 

the  Capacity  of  tlia  Lnngs  and  on  the  Respiratory 

Fanotions,''  and  to  explain  the  nia  of  the  Spiromolar^ 
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then  gare  a  rerj  intorestiDg  lecture,  illiutrated  hj 
nmnerons  tablet  and  diagrams,  on  the  resfrfratory 
fonctioBt^of  which  the  following  iaanej^tome : — 

Nothing  was  oonectly  known  npon  the  fanctions 
of  respiration  prefioosly  to  the  disooTerj  of  the  oironla- 
Hon  of  the  blood,  the  pressure,  and  composition  of  the 
atmosphere,  so  that  oar  present  knowledge  npon  this 
«n1|$eot  is  eomparatively  of  modem  date. 

PhysfologSeal  axperiments  npon  respiration  hare 
been  ao  limited,  that  the  etndent  it  perpleied  with 
Tiews  differing  from  eaeh  other.  Two  droamstanees 
thonld  be  considered  before  he  can  correctly  drew  a 
condusfon  from  any  lesearoh,  at  least  of  a  pathological 
or  phydologieal  natnre  :—First,  with  refermiee  to  the 
anmbef  of  experiments ;  and  second,  with  reference  to 
collateral  observationa  npon  the  hnmao  framo.  One 
where  the  infeetigation  demands  for  ita  solntion  a 
maltitade  of  ezperimen  ts ;  another  where  a  very  limited 
namber  at  once  establishes  the  point.  The  ohemist,. 
by  MM -experiment,  determines  the  presence  of  carbonic 
add  gas  in  the  breath ;  hot  the  physiologist  reqttiras 
fAouMJidb  of  experiments  to  determine  the  qvantUy  of 
respired  air. 

With  reference  to  collateral  obserrations,  onr  com- 
prehension of  time,  space,  and  weight,  is  relati re;  no 
isolated  obserrations  in  natare,  if  strictly  considered, 
can  be  of  much  valne,  becaose  a  combination  of  cir. 
cnmsUnces  is  precluded*    The  medical  man  feels  the 
poise,  adHhitea  the  chest,  examines  the    tongue, 
obsenreaSMooatenaBce,de8fares  to  know  whetbbr  the 
flMvetijsg  organs  nre  acting  in  excess  or  in  defidency, 
llm  sleep  natnral,  the  ^^petite  good,  &c. ;  and  upon 
^oa^iMiMg  thase  data,  he  grounds  his  opioion,  and  the 
more  unmerons  his  collateral  observations,  the  better 
he  ie  aUe  to  Tentnre  his  diagnosis.     An    isolated 
observation  npon  two  men,  touching  the  quantity  of, 
air  expelled  at  one  expiration,  varied  from  80  to  461 
«abic  inches;  this  observation,  when  viewed  alone.  Is 
of  Utile  use,  but  the  matter  is  more  comprehensible 
when  we  add  the  collateral  observaUons  of  thdr  hdght 
and  wdghty  for  by  arithmetically  reducing  one  man 
to  the  aise  of  the  other«tha  shorter  man  breathed  wUkm 
one  eabio  ineh  of  what  was  doteimined  by  calculation 
from  the  collateral  observatlona.     The  pbysidan,  the 
pathologiat,    or    the    physiologist,    will    gain    littl» 
knowledge  by  weighing  and  measuring  the  different 
oi:gana,  if  he,  at  the  same  time,  omit  taking  the  height 
and  weight  of  the  body  from  whence  these  organs  were 
taken.    The  derelopuMnt  of  man  is  regnlaied  by  some 
certain  and   constant   capacity  or   measure    of  his 
digestive  system,  therefore  to  wdgh  the  constituent 
parts  and  omit  measuring  the  whole  human  frame,  is 
like  storing  up  the  measurement  of  doors  and  windows 
^ithoot  reference  to  the  size  of  the  edifice  from  whence 
aueh  observations  have  been  made. 

Respiration  resolves  itself  into  two  grand  heads,— 
Chemical  and  Mechanical ;  our  attention  is  here  to  be 
directed  to  the  latter. 

The  object  of  this  research  is  to  detect  pulmonary 
dissaae  in  aa'eariy  a  stage  as  posdble.  That  the 
a€Mnd$  oi  xeapiration  f  re  aodi4ed  by  disease  is  now 
guMraUy  heUeved^.U  may  also. be  demonitAted  that  I 


the  ^wnHty  of  respired  air  is  also  modified  or  diminished 
by  disease,  so  that  having  determined  the  healthy 
quantity,  the  preeence  and  extent  of  pulmonary  disease 
can  be  measured  by  the  difference,  and  that  probably 
earlier  than  by  any  other  means. 

The  Subject  of  this  research  resolves  iUelf  under 
the  following  heads :— Isti  The  quantity  of  air  expelled 
from  the  lungs,  in  connection  with  other  physical 
observations  on  the  human  frame.  3nd.  The  absolute 
capadty  of  the  thorax,  with  cubic,  snperfidal,  and 
longitudinal  measurements.  3rd.  The  respiratory 
movements  and  mobility  of  the  chest,  4lh.  The  in- 
spiratory and  expiratory  muscular  power.  5th.  The 
elastidty  of  the  ribs  and  estimate  of  the  voluntary 
muscular  power.  6th.  The  effect  of  decusssting, 
diametric,  and  oblique  power,  in  reference  to  the 
function  of  the  intercostal  muscles.  7lh.  General  and 
practical  deductions,  to  delect  disease  by  the  spirometer, 
with  the  method  of  iu  application.  In  this  abstract 
the  first  and  last  heads  only  are  touched  upon. 

In  determining  the  healthy  standard  of  respiration, 
upwards  of  2000  men,  from  20  different  occupations  in 
life,  have  been  examined  as  follows  :<— The  number  of 
cubic  inches  given  by  a  full  expiration,  here  denominated 
the  TiTAL  CAPACiTr— the  power  of  the  inspiratory 
and  expiratory  muscles — circumference  of  the  chest 
over  the  nipples— the  height  and  weight— the  pulse 
and  number  of  respirations  (sitting)— the  age— tem- 
perature of  the  expired  air,— and,  lastiy,  general 
remarks  on  the  vocation  and  appearance. 

▼ITAX.  CAPACITT. 

0/ the  quantity  of  Air  expelled  from  the  Lungs.^ 
Man  at  rest  breathes  a  very  limited  quantity  pf 
air,  but  by  the  deepest  expiration  immediately  fol. 
lowing  the  deepest  inspiration  a  very  considerable 
quantity  can  be  expelled.  To  this  quantity  we  aflix  the 
term  vital  capacity.  To  determine  this,  an  instrument, 
the  spirometer,  has  been  constructed,  and  also  a  con- 
venient  form  of  scale  and  sUndard  for  taking  the 
neight  and  weight 

To  measure  the  vital  capacity,  the  person  must  stand 
perfectiy  erect,  with  the  head  thrown  well  back,  slowly 
and  effectually  fill  the  chest,  then  as  slowly  and 
effectually  expel  all  the  air  he  can  into  the  spirometer, 
where  it  is  measured. 

The  vital  capacity  in  man  is  a  constant  quantity^  and 
is  modified  by  four  circumstances,— by  beioht,  by 
WEIGHT,  by  AGE,  and  by  disease. 

Ejfeet  of  iJet^A^.— The  sUnding  height,  and  the 
vital  capacity,  hear  a  strict  relation,  so  that  by  measuring 
the  height  of  a  person,  the  quantity  of  air  can  be 
determined  that  shwld  be  breathed  as  necessary  |o 
health.  «  For  every  inch  of  height,  {from  ^.  to  6/2.,) 
eighi  atkie  adtHlional  inches  of  air  at  60^  are  given  o%U 
hy  aforttd  e^iimUon,"  In  measuring  the  height,  no 
allowance  ie  made  for  the  shoe^heel,  nor  in  weighing, 
for  the  weight  of  the  dothes.  Let  the  observation  for 
measuring  the  vital  capacity  be  made  three  timesb  and 
the  greatest  noted  as  the  quantity  sought  for.  When 
an  air-bag  is  ased  instead  of  the  spiremeter;,  then  the 
mean  for  the  three  obaervatiena  must  be  taken. 
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TABLE   or  mXFSRBNCK 

For  tbe  healthy  TiUil  oapftcity  in  the  erect  position 
calcolatA  at  the  temperature  of  60*»  (Fahr.) 


BeJglit.      Vital  eapacit/. 


ft.  in.   ft.  lo. 
fi   •  to5    1 

5  1  «  *   a 
i   «  „  S    3 

6  3  „  S    4 
5    4^55 


5!!  5 


6 


cable  io. 
174 
183 
190 
198 
206 
214 


Height.      Vital  capaelty. 
ft.   In.    ft.  in.    coble  in. 
6  to  5   7 

7^5    8 
8^5    9 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


9  HSI* 

10  Is  11 

U  „  6    0 


S30 
988 
946 
954 
962 


Thilt,  if  the  height  be  above  5ft.  Tin.  to  5ft.  Sin.,  the 
Tital  capacity  ehonU  ke  SOO  cable  inches,  if  above  5ft. 
8ln.  to  or  including  5ft  9in.,  228  cable  inches,  and  so 
on.  If  we  recollect  any  one  quantity  in  this  table,  the 
Tital  capacity  at  any  height  can  be  readily  called  to 
mind.  For  example,  at  the  height  of  5ft.  Sin.  the  vital 
capacity  is  236;  lor  OTcry  other  height  add  to  or  sab- 
tract  8  cable  inches  from  230^  which  will  be  the  qnan- 
tity  sought  for. 

Carioasly,  firom  this  table  of  stature,  we  hare  a 
direct  guide  to  measure  the  healthy  Tital  capacity,  and 
that  through  the  most  active  period  of  life,  which  may 
be  considered  as  forty  years,  from  25  to  65. 

The  stature  does  not  vary  but  at  the  extremes  of  life, 
whereas  the  weight  may  differ  and  oscillate  to  an  enor- 
mom  extent  in  the  brief  period  of  a  few  months,  there- 
fore were  we  to  combine  the  weight  as  a  guide  to 
measnre  the  vital  capacity,  we  should  be  encambered 
with  calculations  for  correction  too  numerous  and  uncer. 
tain  to  be  of  much  value. 

The  spirometer  is  constmcted  to  hold  a  vast  quantity 
of  water,  to  reduce  the  expired  air  (without  calculation) 
to  as  nearly  60  degrees  as  possible;  but  in  t|ie extremes 
of  the  season,  oar  rooms  differ  from  this  by  many 
degrees,  therefore  a  table  of  the  correction  for  tempera- 
tore  is  here  introdueed.  The  temperatnre  is  measured 
by  any  thermometer  in  the  room,  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  spirometer. 

The  vital  capacity,  as  given  In  the  above  table,  wj^l 
be  observed  to  increase  In  arithmetical  progression,  the 
aeries  derived  from  observation  (which  for  comparison 
is  placed  in  joxta-position  In  the  memoir,)  ooitesponds 
■0  nearly  to  this,  that  the  arithmetical  series  becomes 
the  best  guide.  So  strict  Is  the  relation  between  the 
Tital  ci^adty  and  the  height,  that  an  opinion  may  be 
given,  touching  the  physical  development  of  men  now 
•<  no  more"— thos,  Dr.  Jurin  and  Dr.  Stephen  Hales 
measured  about  5  ft.  8  in.,  and  were  between  10  and 
11  stone  in  weight,  Bavy  abont  dft.  7  in.,  Goodwin 
nnder  5  ft.  7  in.,  and  Kite  upwards  of  6  ft.  This  legilf. 
mate  conclusion  is  gathered  from  the  collateral  obeerra- 
tlons»  though  Iheir  height  is  no  where  mentioned. 

[A  table  for  the  correction  of  temperatore  in  measur- 
ing tb«  vital  capacity  was  here  exhibited.]  To  take  an 
'  ]nsunce,if  the  vital  capacity  measnfee  280  cable  inches 
when  the  room  is  at  the  temperatore  of  72^,  the  eor. 
rection  will  be  224,  at  the  temperature  of  88^  (about 
1-500  difference  for  every  degree). 

Air-bags  are  eonstructed  so  that  any  peiwm  can  be 
examined  at  home,  and  afterwards  the  bag  eaabe 
adapted  to  the  spirometer  for  measarement 

Size  qfihe  Cheti,'^Th9n  appeaki,  as  yet,  no  direct 
telftUon  botweon  the  clrcamferencei  breadth,  or  depth 


of  the  chest,  and  the  vital  capacity.  A  chest  40  inches 
and  one  30  inches  in  cireumferenoe,  or  a  deep  and 
shallow  chest,  in  men  of  the  ia$m  sUtom,  is  expected 
to  measnre  the  some  vital  capacity.  A  man  may 
expel  more  air  Ikom  his  lange  than  the  whole  cubic 
space  allotted  for  the  oryans  of  respiration  as  when 
measared  at  deaths  or  a  maniu  health  may  expel  much 
lefi  air  than  the  cubic  measanment  of  this  space.  Tw<k 
men  of  difftreni  heights,  yet  who  eU  the  same  height,, 
and  measure  the  same  round  the  chest,  will  yet  roea- 
snre  a  different  vital  capacity,  from  some  cause  as  yet 
unknown.  There  is  no  relation  between  the  statnre 
or  weight,  and  the  absolute  cnbio  dimensions  of  the 
thorax.  A  stoat  man  may  have  laiigB  langs  and  a 
spare  man  small  longs ;  email  lungs  are  not  necessarily 
found  in  atoot  men.  There  Is  good  reason  to  believe 
liiat  in  a  healthy  man,  there  is  no  relation  between 
the  extent  of  mucoos  surface  in  the  lungs  and  the 
amount  of  aeration  or  oxidation  of  the  blood.  The 
circumference  of  the  chest  increases  with  the  weight 
in  relation  of  one  inch  for  every  lOlbs. 

In  measuring  the  chest  with  a  common  tape  measure,, 
allow  a  quarter  of  an  Inch  for  a  flannel  and  a  quarter 
for  a  shirt. 

Mobiiity  of  the  (7AmI.— The  vital  capacity  and  the 
range  of  thorecic  movement  appears  to  be  in  strict 
relation.  In  men  of  the  same  stature,  4|ktch  cheat 
with  three  inches  mobility,  most  meaMro  less  vital 
capacity  than  a  40.inoh  chest  with  4  inohes  mobility. 
Stout  men  hsTO  sttaller  thonMIe  moMMly  than  iMn 
men ;  the  amonnt  of  aeration  of  the  Uoid  Is  regOlaMl 
by  the  mobllfty. 

The  mobility  is  torrecUy  measared  hy  tbe  ipirometnv 
it  can  also  be  estimated  (less  correetly)  by  a  oomvoia 
tape  measure.  Note  the  minimnm  drenmferenoe  of 
the  chest  after  a  forced  expiratfon,  then  cause  fhtt 
chest  to  be  expanded  to  its  maximum  and  again  mea- 
sured, the  difference  Is  the  "  Mobility/' 

In  healthy  persons  of  ordinary  weight  and  mldA^ 
age  of  life,  (by  the  tape  measure,)  the  mobility  averagea 
three  inohes,  seldom  fbar  inehes.  This  observation  fh 
valuable  and  9\mfij  aitoampHslied* 
-  Effect  of  WeighL-'Tho  relation  between  the  welgiil 
and  the  vital  capacity  as  yet  does  not  appear  deflnHe  ^ 
yet  when  observations  are  more  ezlen8ed,  this  Wifi  b* 
cleared  up.  In  large  numbers,  to  •  eerCain  extent,  H 
is  apparent,  but  probably  It  wni  never  he  a  gold*  t» 
determine  the  vital  cApadty  in  sotltarf  cases,  beeauso* 
it  is  diiBcult  to  tell  a  man's  proper  w^ht. 

TABLE  OF  THE  WEIGHT. 

In  relation  to  statnre  on  2648  healthy  males  of  tho- 

middie  period  of  life. 

Weight  iaeiaasaA 
bs.         by  7  per  cent. 


Bzact  stature 

iB  iocbes. 

Weight  i 

61     .... 

....     120 

62     ...., 

••..     126 

63     

...     133 

64    ..*.< 

....     138 

65    .... 

,,.,     142 

66     

....     145 

87     ..... 

....     14B 

88    

.•«•     155 

69     

•..     162 

70     ....< 

....     169 

71     

•..     174 

•  ••••••< 


128 
185 
142 
149 
152 
155 
158 
168 
173 
181 
186 
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According  to  the  preient  daU  it  may  be  said  the 
weight  (which  Increaset  with  the  height,)  does  not 
diminish  the  Tital  capacity  nntil  the  weight  exceeds, 
by  7  jf^  cent,  the  ahore  weights  at  each  height,  and 
Ihen  in  tlie  relation  of  one  cnbic  inch  per  lb.  for  361bs. ; 
beyond  this,  probably,^  it  will  be  foand  to  diminish  in 
•  geometrical  relation. 

For  example,  if  the  man  of  61  inches  weigh  1201bs., 
lie  may  exceed  this  by  7  per  cent— 8'4lbs.  may  be  added, 
making  1281bs.  (128-4;  then  the  vital  capadty  may  be 
expected  to  diminish.  (120x7»S40-i-100»8-41bs.)  A 
/nil  meal  will  diipinish  the  viul  capacity  from  12  to  30 
cable  inches. 

JSffeci  of  ^ye.— Time  affects  the  animal  kingdom  in 
a  two-fold  manner— bringing  it  to  perfection  and  then 
deterioraUng  that  perfection.  From  15  to  .85  the  vital 
capadty  increases,  and  from  35  to  65  it  decresses 
nearly  1}  cubic  inches  per  year.  Perhaps,  generally, 
age  need  not  be  tahen  into  account  before  40  or  45, 
yet  it  is  eontidered  correct  far  Insurance  Qffleee  to  take 
it  into  account  from  the  age  of  35. 

Intercoetal Muscles, — Every  external  intercosUl mus- 
cular lamella  can  elerate  the  rib  abifve  it,  independently 
of  any  other  intercostal  muscle.  The  eleven  external 
intarooetal  lamellsB  on  either  side,  can  each  independent^ 
lift  two  ribs,  so  Mniration  can  be  carried  on  wUhaut 
the  first  or  snpeflHlb  of  necessity  being  fixed. 

«BHMJtaL.  BSlUmEa  AVO  practical  DEDUVCTIONe. 

BoArbaave  aaya  **  seawely  aay  particle  rranalned  in 
the  body  wliicli  was  aot  more  or  lesa  conoeraad  In  the 
boelaen  of  raspliation ;"  therefore  this  great  funetion 
aaat  be  aslettslTe^  hnit  to  our  welUbeing.  The 
spifoasater  ia  baliared  to  be  useftil  in  nseararing  this 
Inaction ;  it  is  a  ^vi^  in  a  two-fold  sense, — a  measure 
for  Mobility,  aa  well  as  a  measure  for  capacity,  because 
a  maa  eannot  breathe  without  moving.  If  disease 
aflbeta  tba  mobility  of  the  body,  the  spirometer  aiiimI 
naaaaxatbia  effect 

The  discovery  of  thesaat^of  disease  demands  the 
coaaideration  of  a  number  of  dreamstancee—eveiy 
observation  is  a  Ihik  in  the  chain,  leading  one  way  or 
aaothar,  and  that  obeervation  which  can  be  measured 
and  ia  capable  of  4^/bUU  eKpreasion«  will  be  lonnd  to 
weigh  heavily  ia  our  diagnosis.  All  we  know  is 
gathared  from  physical  observatioa,  tlurough  the  medium 

physical  alterationa  in  the  conditions 


cf  oar 

and  ittlatioDa  of  i^arts,  can  en^  be  determined  by 
sight,  touoh  and  hearing;  the  more  surely  these  are 
tested  and  definitely  expressed,  the  more  perfect  is 
our  comprehension  of  any  change.  No  science  is 
nsefnl  unless  capable  of  this  sure  expression ;  the  great 
epoch  in  chemistry  was  the  atomic  theory,  founded  on 
evidence,  not  involving  hypothesis,  an  arbitrary  mea- 
anre  is  selected  and  a  Inminous  explanation  of  the  laws 
of  combination  of  matter  is  made  apparent  This  defi- 
nite language  ia./Cyiiivs— a  language  of  relative  powers. 
If  a  maa  bsaatha  into  the  spirometer  20O  eubie  laches 
of  air  St  la  aelther  190  ner  SOI.  Two  thoasaad 
asea  thus  axamiued  demonstrate  that  tha  vital  eapadty 
la  ander  certain  droumstanoes  the  same,  and  It  may 
be  proved  that  by  a  little  training  we  can  measure 
tbe  most  delicato  deviation  from  this  oonslaatqusatity. 


From  the  mean  of  many  observations  in  phthisis,  In 
(he  early  stage  the^  vital  capacity  measured  149  enUe 
inches  instead  of  234 ;  in  the  advanced  stage,  83  instead' 
of  390  cubic  inches. 

If  we  express  a  man's  state  in  such  language,  we 
shall  feel  it  beget  a  confidence  pleasing  in  diagnosis- 
The  physician  to  an  insurance  office- is  at  the  same 
time  shielded  against  certain  remarks  from  the  actuary 
or  board  of  directors,  that  great  reproach  of  the  art 
*  iu  uncertainty." 

An  example  of  a  book  headed  and  filled  up  wlUr 
cases:—- 
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Here  Is  expressed  as  an  illustration,  this  method  of 
observation  npoa  eases  actaally  examined^ 

The  vja  at  oaee  will  perceive  a  great  diffisrence 
In  theea  Ua  persoas. 

The  first  thrsa  are  healthy  eases ;  the  vital  capacity 
eonesponds  with  the  height  according  to  the  rule  laid 
down.  The  Ineplratory  and  expiratory  powers  are  not 
only  oonslderable,  bat  bear  their  proper  relation  to 
each  other.  The  mobQIty  of  the  chest  is  also  nataralj 
aad  the  weights  are  iodieative  of  health.  Therefore  H 
may  safely  be  said,  these  three  men  have  healthy 
laags,  on  at  least,  permeable  to  alr^  throughout  their 
entire  extent  Their  respiratory  power  is  indicative  ot 
great  physlcsl  strength. 

The  fourth  case  (D.)  has  a  remarkable  vital  capacity;. 
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bnt  his  height  is  seven  feet  Tlie  respinitorj  power  of 
ttis  maa  is  below  per,  psrtlcalnlj  his  ezplratoiy 
power,  which  indicates  that  there  is  some  cause  existing 
which  preretits  his  expiratory  masclee  acting  with 
healthy  rigonr. 

The  next  case,  though  measariog  a  vital  capacity  of 
80  cubic  inches,  is  of  short  stature,  (3  ft  9}  in.)  This 
little  man's  respiratory  power  appears  belter  than  the 
case  of  D.,  though  his  pulse  and  respiration  per  minute 
is  certainly  objectionable.    He  Is  now  dead. 

F.  and  G.  are  examples  of  persons  labouring  under 
phthisis.  The  stature  shews  that  their  vital  capacity 
is  very  much  below  the  natural  standard :  instead  of 
108  It  should  have  been  354,  and,  instead  of  80,  288 
cubic  inches.  Their  respiratory  jH>ioers  are  also  much 
too  low— -the  thoracic  mobility  two-thirds  below  the 
standard.  All  this  disturbance  is  the  effect  ot  serious 
disease ;  the  number  of  respirations  and  pulse  are  out 
of  proportion. 

In  casting  the  eye  along  the  line  of  figures  in  the 
case  of  H«,  the  striking  part  is  the  respiratory  power, 
which  is  so  deficient,  while  every  other  observation 
looks  healthy ;  this  was  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  mem- 
branl  tympani.  When  the  man  closed  his  ears,  his 
respiratory  power  was  manifested  as  nearly  three 
times  stronger. 

In  the  case  of  I.,  the  respiratory  power  is  deficient' 
from  hernia  being  present 

The  last  case  is  phthisis  In  an  early  stage:  the 
measures  here  are  sufficiently  marked  to  excite  atten- 
tion. In  one  case  the  tubercular  matter  was  not  equal 
to  one  cubic  inch,  yet  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
expired  air  was  47  cubic  inchle. 

The  most  interesHDg  case  followed  throughout,  from 
the  commencement  to  the  termination,  it  that  of 
Freeman,  the  **  dmmcas  €HamL**  This  man  cane 
over  to  England  in  1842,  and,  in  November  of  that 
year,  trained  for  a  prize  fight;  I  examined  him 
immediately  before  his  pMfeieiomU  enya^emtetUf  when 
bo  might  be  considered  in  the  '*  best  eondition."  His 
powers  were  as  follows  :««-Vital  capacity,  484  cubic 
inches;  height,  6  ft  n{  In.;  weight,  19  st  dlb.; 
circumference  of  his  chest,  47  inches;  inspiratory 
power,  5*0  inches;  expiratory  power,  6^  inches.  In 
November,  1844,  exactly  two  years  afterwards,,  he 
came  to  town  in  ill  health.  I  then  examined  him  in 
the  same  way  as  before,  twenty  times  at  various 
intervals,  during  which  his  viul  capacity  varied  Urom 
380  to  840,  and  the  mean  of  all  the  observations  was 
844  cubio  inches,  a  decrease  of  90,  or  oKMne  than  20 
per  cent;  his  respiratory  power  had  decreased  one 
fifth,  and  his  weight  two  stone.  At  this  tine  I  took 
him  to  two  physicians  well  skilled  in  auacuUation,  and 
they  bothqfflnned  that  they  could  noi  deieetmaty  organic 
-disease.  After  January,  1845, 1  lost  sight  of  Freeman, 
and,  in  the  October  following,  I  was  kindly  favoured 
with  the  following  account  of  him  from  Mr.  Panlf 
Surgeon  to  the  County  Hospital,  Winchester  :— 

*•  Freeman  was  admitted  into  this  hospital  on  the 
^th  of  October,  in  an  extreme  state  of  debility  and 
exhaustion ;  he  waa  reduced  almost  to  a  skeleton,  com. 
plained  of  oongh,  and  was  ezpeotorallng  piu  la  large 


qcantlties.  Ptresssion  on  the  anterior  part  of  the 
chest  under  the  ddvklea  gave  on  the  right  side  a  Teiy 
dull  sound,  on  the  left  one  much  eleaier,  bnt  still  I 
think  less  resonant  than  natnraL  I  made  bnt  one 
attempt  at  auscultation,  but  could  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion, from  a  rather  singular  reason, — the  ribs  were  so 
large,  the  Intercostal  spaces  so  wide,  and  so  sunk  in 
from  the  extreme  state  of  emaciation  to  which  Freeman 
was  reduced,  that  I  could  not  find  a  level  space  large 
enough  to  receive  the  end  of  the  stethoscope,— could 
not,  In  short,  bring  its  whole  surface  into  contact  with 
the  chest  Freeman's  great  debility,  and  the  clearness 
of  the  diagnosis  from  other  soui-ces,  prevented  my 
repeating  the  attempt  Freeman,  after  death,  measured 
6  ft  7i  in.,  and  weighed  lOst  lib.  On  opening  the 
chest,  the  lungs  on  both  sides  were  foui^  adhering  by 
their  apices  to  the  superior  bouudaries  of  the  thorax, 
and  studded  throughout  their  substance  with  tubercles. 
The  tubercles  on  the  whole  were  much  less  numerous 
in  the  right  lung  than  in  the  left;  both  lungs  were 
nearly  healthy  at  thoir  base;  the  tubercular  matter 
gradually  increased  in  quantity  towards  their  inner 
parts,  and  the  apices  of  both  longs  were  almost  com- 
pletely occupied  by  large  cavities  partly  filled  with  pus, 
and  capable  of  containing  two  or  three  ounces  of  fluid 
each.  The  heart  was  remarkably  small.  The  rest  of 
the  viscera  appeared  healthy." 

It  Is  very  remarkable  to  see  that  Freeman  lost  so 
much  weight ;  in  his  prime  he  vMp  appeared  stout, 
but  strong  and  muscular.  I  have  vRn  informed,  when 
he  fint  came  to  England,  his  weight  was  22  stone ;  he 
died  10  stone.  Hia  natural  height  waa  nearly  7  feet, 
and  he  died  6  ft  7^  in.  The  spiiometer  waa  naef^l  to 
me  in  this  case,  by  indioating  the  commencement  of  the 
disease  which  nltimately  oansed  his  death,  and  that 
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Sixth  Session,  Eleventh  Meeting,  Feb.  I8th,  1847. 

The  President,  Mr.  Tceton,  In  the  chair. 

DISKASSD  BOnX. 

Mr.  Thomas  exhil»ited  the  leg  of  a  female,  aged  22, 
a  prostitute,  which  he  had  removed  in  the  morning. 
There  was  a  large  and  extremely  painful  ulcer,  together 
with  considerable  thickening  of  the  periosteum  and 
enlargement  of  the  bone.  The  niher  was  used,  and 
produced  insensibility  In  rather  less  than  two  minutae 
and  a  half.  In  consequence  of  great  retraction  Uiere 
was  difficulty  in  securing  the  posterior  tibial  artery,  and 
the  sBther  waa  inhaled  a  second  time.  During  the 
operation  there  was  some  moaning  and  screaming,  but 
she  does  not  know  anything  about  the  operation. 

Mr.  Thomas  also  exhibited  the  blood  drawn  from  a 
moderately  sized  opening  in  the  arm  of  a  female  aged 
29,  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  for  the  relief  of 
pneumonia.  The  coagulum  presented  the  buffed 
appearance  in  every  part 

Dft  Braoaon  laid  on  the  tnble  <*  Dupnytreny  on  tiie 
I^Juiieaand  Diseasea  of  Baie%''  tha  new  volume  of  the 
Sydenham  Society. 
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.  ^naooft  TUMouK  ov  tkb  nvrnt  itAraK. 

Dr.  Bnuaton  vzbfblted  a  portion  of  dara  tnater  from 
wMch  a  tumour,  about  the  size  of  a  small  pullet's  egg, 
grew,  presented  by  Mr.  Martin  to  the  museum  of  the 
Tnfirmarj.  The  patient  was  an  elderly  gentleman. 
When  first  seen  by  Mr.  Martin,  he  was  suffering  from 
paralysis  agitans  of  long  duration,  and  extensive 
sloughing  of  the  hips  and  saorum.  He  had  suffered 
from  one  or  more  convuIsiTO  attaebty  and  his  habits 
and  dispoaition  had  been  materlslly  affeeted  by  the 
diseaae.  There  was  no  loss  of  motion  on  the  opposite 
Aide  of  the  body  to  thai  on  whieh  the  tumour  was 
fpnad  until  alitw  daye  prerions  to  deathr.  On  inspeotion 
po$t  mmrUm  the  tumour  was  found  adherent  to  the  dura 
Biater>  preseing  upon  the  right  middle  lobe  of  the 
cerebrum  towards  its  anterior  and  lateral  part.  The 
aubstance  of  the  brain  in  its  immediate  neighbourhood 
was  in  a  state  of  ramoUissement.  The  pia  mater 
beneath  the  tumour  was  absorbed,  and  tbatsnrroundiog 
Ihe  part  much  injected.  The  tumour  was  of  a  fibrous 
nature^  which  was  shown  in  a  microseopical  drawing 
aade  by  Dr.  Branson. 

Mr.  Hunter  exhibited  a  scirrhous  breast  from  a 
female  aged  38,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  commencing  | 
ulceration,  but  no  retraction  of  the  nipple.    The  ether 
h*d  been  used  in  the  operation. 

mSVFFICIBRCT  OF  THE  AORTIC  fALYES;  DI8EA8EP 
HEART:   BRIO  Hi's   DISEASE. 

Mr.  Law  exhibited  the  heart  and  kidneys  of  a  scissor- 
grinder,  who  had  suffsred  most  probably  from  fever 
prior  to  admlsdon  into  the  Infirmary*  When  admitted 
his  symptoms  were,— Toracious  aippetite,  aevere  cough, 
general  anasarea,  increased  space  of  dalness  in  the 
precordial  region,  and  a  loud  bruii  tU  m/nfflei  accom- 
panying both  beats  of  the  hearty  beand  mo|it  distinctly 
near  the  cartilage  of  the  fourth  rib,  and  having  with 
the  first  beat  a  somewhat  musical  character.  It  was 
obvious  that  both  obstructive  and  regurgitant  disease  of 
the  aortic  valves  existed, with  hypertrophy  and  dilatation 
of  the  left  ventricle.  On  inspection  poH  martan  a  large 
depedt  was  found  on  the  ventricular  surface  of  the 
Talve,  which  it  Is  obvious  would  offer  considerable 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  blood  firom  the  ven- 
tricle, and  it  accounts  for  the  musical  character  of  the 
bmit  whicfa  accompanied  the  first  beat,  and  is  precisely 
the  condition  of  valve  which  gives  rise  to  eccentric 
hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the  left  ventricle.  The 
insni&ciency  o{  the  ralve  was  proved  by  experiment, 
water  passing  readily  out  of  the  artery  Into  the  ventricle. 
The  kidneya  weie  good  spedmens  of  Bright's  disease, 
and  were  moat  probably,  rather  than  the  heart,  the  cause 
of  the  anasarca.  The  ur'.ne  was  light-coloured,  but  did 
not  coagulate  either  with  heat,  nitric  acid,or  bichloride 
of  mercury. 

Mr.  Jackson  exhibited  Avery's  instrument  for  the 
inspection  of  intemal  cavities. 

J>u  de  Bartdom^  read  a  paper  **  On  Pericarditis."* 


Twelfth  MeeUng.    March  4th,  1S47. 

The  Fbesident  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Porter,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  H.  Taylor,. 
y.S.,  exhibited  an  apparatus  for  the  administration  of 
the  vapour  of  ether  to  horses,  and  explained  its  con- 
struction. 

•CIRRHOVa  MAMMA. 

Mr,  H.  Jackson  then  exhibited  a  scirrhous  bireasf, 
which  he  had  that  ds^  removed  Arom  a  patient,  aged 
44,  a  married  woman,  who  had  borne  four  children, 
and  in  whom  menstruation  still  continned  at  the  regular 
periods.    The  patient  had  enjoyed  good  health,  and 
according  to  her  account,  It  was  only  seven  months 
ago  that  she  perceived  a  slight  tumour  immediately 
below  the  nipple  of  the  right  breast.    This  existed  for 
tw6  months,  when  it  became  painful,  and  the  intensity 
of  pain  has  increased,  and  also  the  duration,  up  to  the 
period  of  admission  into  the  lufirmary.    She  could 
assign  no  cause  for  it.    The  tumour  was  completely 
free;  no  enlaiged  axillary  gland;  and,  with  one  im- 
portant exception,  there  was  every  indication  of  success 
in  the  operation.    The  skin  was  of  a  dusky  yellowish 
colour,  as  after  jaundice.  The  operation  was  performed, ' 
the  ether  being  used.    It  did  not  produce  the  indica- 
4ions  recommended  to  be  obtained  for  twelve  minutes, 
and  then  there  was  no  upturning  of  the  eye,  but  rather 
a  fi^ed  state,  together  with  an  evident  filling  of  the 
vessels  of  the  chedci.    Under  these  circumstances  the 
operation  was  proceeded  with,  and  on  the  first  incision, 
the  patient  uttered  screams,  and  afterwards  moans. 
Daring  the  progress  of  the  operation,  she  sank  into  a 
slate  of  insensibility,  firom  which  she  soon  revived* 
She  was  not  conscious  of  having  uttered  any  expression 
of  pain  whatever,  not  having  felt  any,  and  was  not 
aware  of  the  first  Inclrion  being  made,  the  first  thing 
which  she  recollects  being  an  expression  made  use  of 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  during  the  scouring  of  the  vessels.    In 
about  an  hour  after,  when  the  wound  was  dressed,  she 
complained  of  great  soreness  and  pain  en  the  passing 
of  the  sutures.    The  difference  between  arterial  and 
venous  blood  was  ^ery  evident  The  sdrrhus  appeared 
to  have  originated  Just  belcw  the  nipple,  which  was 
retracted,  and  was  about  the  sixe  of  a  smsll  orange, 
and  exceedingly  firm. 

Taking  into  aecount  the  fttet  of  the  patient  being 
Insensible  te  pain,  although  apparently  awake  to  evety. 
tiling  when  the  operation  was  commenced,  Mr.  Jackson 
suggested  that  It  might  not  be  Impossible,  by  repealed 
trials  and  carsAil  obsertalicn,  to  esUblish  the  point 
at  which  all  the  useful  purposes  of  the  ether  vapenc 
might  be  procured,  so  far  as  inducing  insensibility  to 
pahi,  without  arriving  at  the  apoplectic  appearance 
recommended  to  be  attained  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operation. 


•  Ad  abstract  of  this  paper  will  be  given  In  the  next 
naaber  of  the  Jouraal, 
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PRACTICAL  MEDICINE.      , 

TBTANU8  srCCESSFVLtr  TESATED  BY  TOBACCO 

IMTBRNALLT. 

Hr.  Pridie,  of  Stockton .on-Teeft|  reports  the  follow- 
ing OMe:— A  female,  aged  44,  injared  her  arm  by 
falling  upon  a  naiL  On  examination,  a  lacerated 
wonnd  was  foond  near  the  elbow,  but  it  gave  rise  to 
no  anxiety  vntil  the  end  of  a  week,  when  the  granula- 
tions were  obsenred  to  look  flabby.  Sulphate  of  copper 
lotion  was  applied,  and  the  bowels  were  freely  acted 
upon  by  ooloeyrith  and  elaterium.  After  this  time, 
considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  bowels, 
and  on  the  14th  day  after  the  ipjory*  the  patient 
began  to  complain  of  pain  in  th«  head  and  back,  with 
trismus,  and  rigidity  of  the  legs  and  left  upper 
extremity.  The  heart's  action  was  slow  and  Isi^uid, 
and  convulsion  followed  attempts  to  swallow.  As  the 
tetanic  symptoms  increased,  it  was  detarmfaied  to  try 
the  tobacco,  and  accordingly  half.an-onnoe  of  an 
inihsion  of  thirty  grains  to  nine  ounces,  was  given 
•very  one,  two,  or  three  hours,  according  to  its  eilisct. 
The  bowels  acted  after  the  third  dose,  and  the  pain 
appeared  less  during  the  paroxysm.  The  medicine 
was  continued,  and  on  the  next  day  produced  great 
nausea  and  vomiting,  after  which  the  paroxysms 
abated  in  frequency.  The  same  plan  was  persevered 
in,  with  the  addition  of  enemata  of  tobacco,  for  five 
days,  when  opium  wss  added.  The  tobacco  was  finally 
omitted  on  the  eighth  dmy.^^Monihljf  Jommal  of 
Medical  Science,  March,  IS47. 

[This  case  appears  at  first  sight  to  afford  strong 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  remedy  employed*  but  it 
must  be  recollected,  that,  as  has  been  noticed  as  long 
ago  as  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  cases  of  tetanus  which 
survive  the  fourth  day,  and  become  chronic,  frequently 
if  not  generally  do  well ;  we  are  therefore  here  at  a 
loss  how  much  to  attribute  to  the  tobacco,  and  how 
much  to  the  greatly  neglected  agency  of  the  vie 
medicatrix.'i 

OALVAMISU  JN   APBONIA. 

Hm  following  is  the  daseripUon  of  one  of  the  earliest 
modes  of  applying  galitanie  aotion  to  the  treatment  of 
-diseasai  and  on  aeeennt  of  the  long  continuance  of  its 
effects,  is  thought  by  Mr.  Donovan  to  bold  o«(  con- 
Biderable  advantages  :^In.  the  ease  of  a  young  lady, 
•flRMted  fonr  years  with  faoaraenass,  and  mors  or  l^ss 
oompieteapbonUybiistersjniennrials,  fcc.,had  been  used 
without  any  relief.  Her  physloiani  Dr«  Orapengiessar, 
then  thoBght  of  increasing  the  aotlon  of  blisters  by  g^l- 
Tanis»«  and  aooordingly,  having  vesicated  each  side 
of  the  larynx  to  the  siae  of  a  shilling,  he  covered 
ihe  excoriated  spoU  on  one  side  with  a  sine  plate,  to 
jrhich  a  wire  of  the  same  metal  was  attached,  and  on 
the  other  with  a  piece  of  silver.  As  soon  as  he  brought 
the  two  plates  in  contact,  a  burning  sensation  at  those 
spots  arose,  and  the  larynx  heaved  up  and  down 
convulsively,  with  loud  sobbiag.  On  alternately 
hreakhig  and  re-joining  the  contact,  these  motions 
^became   so  Tiolent,  as  to  be  almost  insupportable. 


After  this  process  had  been  eontinaed  for  •  quarter 
of  an  hour,  a  watery  hnmanr  began  lo  ran  firom  fha 
excoriated  surfaces.  The  apparatus  was  ramoved,  and 
towards  eveBing  sb*  bagan  to  speak  mmi'  audibly 
and  the  improTement  conllnued  next  day,  bat  was  lost 
again  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day.  The  process  waa  then 
repeated,  with  the  same  results,  and  the  apparatus  waa 
left  on  all  night,  with  the  effect  of  permanently 
restoring  the  voice.— Z>it^^  Quarterlif  JewntU^  Febr. 
1847. 

BFrBCT  OF  BmBOPATBT  CM  TBB  BU>OB. 

Lest  there  should  be  any-  amongst  us,  whieh  I  trust 
then  is  not,  with  a  tendency  to  desert  legitimate 
medicine  for  the  crooked  ways  of  water-qnaokery,  we 
may  mention,  as  a  caution,  that  a  Oerman  physician, 
M.  Albert,  who  has  had  ample  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  operation  of  the  irater-cure,  has  remaiked  that 
persons  who  have  pursued  the  system  uninterruptedly 
ibr  two  or  three  months,  are  apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of 
body  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  scorvy.  The  pulse 
becomes  accelerated,  soft,  and  feeble.  The  patient  is 
subject  to  palpitations  and  a  continual  fueling  of 
lassitude,  and  eventually  suffers  from  spongy  gums  and 
aphthoaa  uloeratkms  of  the  Interior  of  the  lips  and 
cheeks.  From  these  symptoms  M.  Albert  ooncladea 
that  the  immoderate  use  of  water  has  a  tendency  to 
impoverish  the  blood.— -Dr.  JSanJkmg*e  Betratpedive 
Address, 

TRBATMBMT  OF  AFBTBJB. 

Professor  Lippich,  of  Padua,  employs,  with  sncceu, 
the  sulphuric  acid  against  aphthn,  and  in  syphilitic 
mercurial  stomatitis,  when  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  mouth  and  lips  is  covered  with  ulcerations,  which 
render  deglatltion  difficult.  He  uses  the  following 
formula: — ^R.  While  honey,  30  grammes;  sulphnric 
acid,  3  grammee.  Mix,  and  make  a  liniment  InsoTera 
caaes  the  proporHon  of  the  sulphuric  acid  may  bo 
increased  to  eight  grammee  to  the  same  quantity  of 
honey.  TIm  ulcerated  surfhces  are  to  be  flreqnently 
touched  slighUy  with  this  liniment  by  means  of  a  soft 
pencil.— <9a2«<l«  Mid.  and  Duhfin  Med.  Prese. 

Dr.  Coudray  reporls  several  cases  of  aphthm  in 
which  the  topical  application  of  pure  muriatic  acid  waa 
followed  by  complete  success.  In  many  cases,  when 
the  exudation  did  not  occur  in  thick  lamtom,  and  when 
it  occupied  tbo  tongue  and  lips  only  partially,  it  sufficed 
to  use  the  acid  diluted  by  an  equal  proportion  of  water, 
or  two  parts  of  the  latter  to  one  of  the  former.  Bat 
whenever  the  pseudo-membranous  material  was  thick, 
resistiug,  and  yellowish,  and  the  child  reftised  the 
breast,  he  had  recourse  to  tho  pore  acid,  one  or  two 
applications  of  which  caused  the  separation  of  the  false 
membranes.  Its  use^  he  states,  is  attended  with  very 
little  pain,  and  Infanta  who  had  been  unable  to  take  the 
breast  for  soFeral  days  before,  became  oapable  of  socking 
in  a  few  hours  afterwards. 

Bretonneau,  many  years  ago,  extolled  the  nse  of 
muiiatio  add  in  this  form  of  stomatitis;  and  again, last 
year,  Trousseau  and  Dalpeoh  called  attention  ta  the 
great  efficacy  of  the  Juming  acid,  as  one  of  the  most 
poweHhl  modifying  remedies  In  severe  M^hih«.  Dr* 
Coudray,  tharefbre,  propoaes  nothing  ntw.    Hit  eases. 
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St  nay  be  thA  mentioned,  belong  to  the  syuptomatic 
ipeciee,  widcb  foperTenes  generaUy  hi  cacbeetfc  ehfl- 
dreB»  in  whom  (he  enre  of  the  ttomatllU  itself  is  of 
mnehleet  Importanoe  than  vhen  it  is  idiopathic.  In 
the  latter  instattce,  it  is  nsnally  mild,  except  when  epi- 
demic, in  which  ease  the  most  energetle  Ideal  treatment 
is  of  little  avail.  ^DMin  Quarteriy  JcumtU  and  Lancet, 

BXTEACT    OP    BHATANT    AND     TAPOUR-BATOS    IN 

ALBUMINURIA. 

A  mtJkj  eged  thirty-one,  mechanician,  was  admitted 
into  the  H6pital  of  La  Charity,  on  the  S8th  of  December, 
1616.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  disease  began  by  a  con- 
BideraUe  anamuvons  swelling  of  the  feet,  whieh  lasted 
three  <nr  feor  years.  Erysipelas  of  the  legs  appeared, 
and  was  dispelled  after  six  we^s,  leaving  the  csdematous 
swelling  by  which  it  had  been  preceded.  This  state 
of  things  eoBlinned*  and  fire  years  ago  the  patient 
entered  M.  Bayer's  ward,  where  he  was  treated  by 
aromatie  fiamigations,  iodide  of  potassiam,  and  warm 
baths.  Under  the  inHaenoe  of  these  measures  the 
dropsy  yielded,  bat  the  albuminuria  persisted.  At 
the  Old  ef  a  weelc  the  oedema  showed  itadf  again, 
and  the  trsatment  having  been  instliated  anew,  a 
considerable  improrement  was  obtained.  Since  that 
period  the  patient  enjoyed  nninterrvpted  health,  but 
the  symptoms  retnmed  in  the  beginning  of  Decem- 
ber, 1846,  without  any  apparent  cause.  The  legs 
and  seroCum  were  considerably  infiltrated,  and  ascites 
was  present;  a  general  sensation  of  lamitude,  and 
pain  in  one,  sometimes  both  sides  of  the  abdomen, 
were  complained  of;  the  bowels  were  confined,  the 
appetite  preserved,  and  frequent  paroxysms  of  cough 
were  observed;  the  urine  was  pale,  slightly  acid, 
abundant,  and  contained  a  laige  quantity  of  aibomen 
incoagulable  by  heat  and  nitric  acid.  £  very  day  hsl  f  a 
drachm  of  extract  of  rhatany  was  exhibited  in  a  mixture; 
vapour  baths  were  ordered,  and  low  diet.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  treatment,  a  gradual  amelioration 
occorredy  and  on  the  10th  of  January  the  urine  con- 
tained no  more  albumen.  On  the  12th  the  patient 
left  the  hospital,  if  not  completely  cured  of  his  renal 
diaeaee,  at  least  cured  of  the  symptoms  which  he  had 
laboured  under,  and  which  are  generally  looked  upon 
as  characteristic  of  granular  disease  of  the  kidney.— 
MediemllUu*, 

XROOT  OF  BTB  IN  BBTXNTION   OF  URINB. 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Lancet  Dr.  Lanyon  relates 
the  case  of  an  old  man,  in  whom  the  catheter  was 
paaeed  several  times  a-day,  on  account  of  retention  of 
«riae»  bat  who  subsequently  found  speedy  relief  from 
tks  nee  of  ergot  Thirty  grains  of  this  drug  were 
jnlased  in  three  ounces  of  boiUng  water,  and  of  the 
coU  infadony  the  patient  was  ordered  to  take  a  third 
yait  erery  six  hours.  After  the  third  dose,  he  passed 
nbem  balf  a  pint  of  urine  without  impediment,  and  the 
aninial  fiuiction  was  restored.  The  case  appears  to 
baen  one  of  spasmodic  stricture,  and  the  reporter 
the  modiu  openmdi  of  the  medicine,  to  hav% 
aBtl.ipaimodic. 

[Tlw  ergot  has  £reqnently  been  vfod  hi  cases  of 
ittntion  from  Ion  of  mvaevlitt  tone  of  the  veiioal 


paiiete%  which  ai^  we  believe,  the  chief  cases  in  which 
it  is  likely  to  prove  serfioeable.] 

SURGERY. 

TRBAtMXNT  OF  BURNS  WITH  AMMONU. 

jft.  Gnerard  has  employed  a  concentrated  solution  of 
canstic  ammonia  in  bums  for  more  than  20  years.  He 
states  that  when  he  has  burned  bis  own  fingers  in 
chemical  or  other  experiments,  he  has  dipped  them  in 
the  solution,  or  covered  the  iagured  part  with  a  com- 
press wetted  with  it,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  appli- 
cation  is  said  speedily  to  remove  the  pain,  but  it 
should  be  continued  ibr  half  an  hour  to  produce  a 
lasting  effect;  after  this  the  bum  requires  no  dressing* 
AmnaUade  Thirapeutique,  1847. 

TRBATMBNT  OF  ULCBRS  BT  BZTERNAL   HBAT. 

Mr.  Barnes,  of  NotUng  fiiU,  sUtes  that  he  haa 
repeatedly  witnessed  the  beneficial  effects  of  external 
heat  in  procuring  the  cicatrization  of  unhealthy  ulcers^ 
such  lb  those  which  are  left  after  the  opening  of 
buboes.  The  heat  is  applied  by  holding  a  red  hot 
cauterizing  iron  at  such  a  distance  above  the  sore  as  to 
communicate  a  sensation  of  agreeable  warmth.  In 
proportion  as  the  iron  cools  it  is  held  closer  to  the 
wound.  He  states  that  be  l>elieves  this  plan  to  be 
peculiar  to  the  practice  of  Malgalgne.  The  first 
effect  is  a  cleaner  appearance  of  the  sore,  then  a 
shining  white  pellicle  spreads  over  its  surface,  and 
cicatrization  frequently  commences  within  twelve  hours. 
In  two  cases  it  was  complete  in  eighteen  hoars. — 
Lancet,  January  23,  1847. 

ON  TUB   TRBATUBNT  OF  ANBURISH  BT  COMPRESSION. 

Dr.  Bellingham  concludes  an  interesting  paper  with- 
the  annexed  summary  of  some  of  the  most  material 
points  bearing  upon  this  method  of  treatment: — 

1.  The  arteries  to  which  compression  is  applicable 
being  |ar  more  frequently  the  subject  of  aneurism 
than  those  to  which  it  is  inapplicable,  compression  is 
calculated  to  supersede  the  ligature  in  the  great 
roi^orily  of  cases. 

2.  The  core  of  aneurism  by  comprasiion  upon  the 
artery  between  the  aneurismal  sac  and  the  heart, 
according  to  the  rnlea  laid  down  here,  is  aocomplished 
by  the  gradual  deposition  of  the  fibrin  of  the  blood 
in  the  sac,  until  both  the  latter  and  the  artery  at  the 
part  are  completely  filled.  The  process  is  in  fact 
exactly  similar  to  that  by  which  nature  effeots  a 
spontaneous  cure  of  anenrism* 

S.  Such  an  amount'  of  pressure  as  would  oanaa 
inflammation  and  adhesion  between  the  ^posite  aidea 
of  the  artery  at  the  point  oompreased  is  never  reqnired* 

4,  The  pressure  shovld  not  be  so  great  as  to  in- 
terrupt the  circulation  in  the  artery  at  the  pohit  com- 
pressed; an  essenthil  agent  fai  the  oare  being  that  a 
cunent  of  blood  should  pass  throagh  the  sac 

5,  Compression  by  means  of  two  or  more  inslmmaBlft 
one  of  which  is  alternately  relaxed,  is  much  mono 
effectual  than  by  any  singla  inatnment,  and  in  many 
itistancea  the  ptestave  can  be  maintained  by  the 
patient  himself. 

6,  The  treatment  of  aneulni  hj  eomprenlon  doei 
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•not  infolve  th«  tlightMt  ritk  to  th«  patient,  and  if 
peraetered  in  cannot  fail^  effecting  a  coie. 

7,  A  core  of  anenriim  effected  by  compreation, 
according  to  the  rales  laid  down  hero,  mntt  neeeatarilj 
be  permanent;  and  in  every  case  in  which  a  core  has 
heen  accomplished,  the  patients. hare  remained  well 

'Snbsequei^tly. 

6.  The  femoral  artery  remidns  pervious  after  Che 
cure  at  ,the  point  at  which  the  pressure  had  been 
applied,  and  no  morbid  change  of  any  kind  is  to  be 
detected  in  either  the  artery  or  rein  at  the  side  of  the 
compression. 

9.  When  a  core  is  effected  by  compression,  the 
vessel  is  obliterated  only  at  the  seat  of  the  anearism, 
and  the  artery  at  this  part  is  erentnally  converted 
into  an  impervious  ligamentous  band. 

10.  Compression  effects  the  cure  of  aneurism  by 
more  simple  and  safer  means  thsn  the  ligature,  while 
it  is  applicable  to  a  number  of  casea  in  which  the 
operation  is  contra-indicated  or  inadmissible. 

11.  Compression  is  not  necessarily  a  more  tedious 
or  more  painful  method  of  treating  aneurism  than 
the  ligature,  while  It  is  much  more  certain,  more  Iftoly 
to  be  permanent,  and  is  free  from  all  danger. 

12.  Compression,  according  to  the  rules  laid  down 
hore,  has  little  analogy  with  the  old  method  which 
went  by  this  name;  and  in  fact  has  no  greater  re- 
aemblance  to  it  than  the  Hunterian  operation  had  to 
the  operation  for  aneurism  which  it  superseded.— 
JMlin  Medical  PreUf  Jan.  20,  1847. 

HERNIA   OF  THE  FORAMEN   OVALE. 

M.  Roeser  states  that  hernia  of  the  foramen  ovale  is 
a  rare  affection,  and  is  seldom  discovered  until  after 
death,  unless  it  is  very  large.    In  a  case  which  occurred 
in  his  practice  six  years  before,  he  had  himself  over- 
looked the  accident.    In  the  present  instance  he  was 
.  more  fortunate.    The  patient  was  a  female,  aged  30, 
mother  of  one  child,  two  years  old,  and  of  another  aged 
ten.    For  six  years  she  had  suffered  at  long  intervals 
from  acute  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  arose  without 
apparent  cause,  and  spread  over  the  abdomen,  sub- 
siding after  the  occurrence  of  vomiting.    On  February 
]6ih,  1846,  she  had  an  attack  of  the  usual  pain,  but 
this  time  it  did  not  subside,  although  vomiting  had 
occurred  as  usual.    Next  day  she  wai  bled,  and  castor 
oil  was  exhibited,  without  effect,  and  morphia  was 
given.    The  author  saw  her  on  the  succeeding  day ; 
thei'e  had  been  vomiting  in  the  night  without  mitigation 
of  the  abdominal  pains,  and  there  was  now  an  acute 
burning  sensation  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach;   the 
urine  had  been  scanty,  and  entirely  suppressed  ftn* 
twelve  hours ;  she  could  not  lie  on  either  side ;  when 
placed  in  the  sitting  posture  she  complained  of  an  acute 
pain  in  the  bowels;  the  belly  was  swollen,  and  tympa- 
nitic, and  presented  inequalities  arising  from  distended - 
portions  of  intestine;  pulse  frequent;   no  appearance 
of  hernia  at  the  usual  apertures.    Dr.  Roeser  was  led 
to  examine  the  pectineal  region,  when  he  remarked  a 
tendeniess  over  the  left  foramen  ovale,  which  was  not 
obserf  ed  on  the  opposite  side.    On  a  more  careful 
examinalion,  he  found  at  this  spot  a  tumour,  the  size  of 
«  nut,  of  an  elaatlo  feel,  and  painful.    This  tumour 


might  have  been  mistaken  for  a  gland,  but  that  it  wac 
more  tense,  smooth,  and  leia  pasty,  and  escaped  nndee 
the  fingers,  while  pressure  caused  an  inward  pain, 
which  extended  to  the  epigastrium.  These  aymptoma 
indicated  hernia  of  the  foramen  ovale.  After  the  taxis 
had  been  perMveied  in  for  half  an  hoar,  the  hernia  was 
redaeed;  there  was  immediate  relief,  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  bowela  were  evaonated.  The  narrator  of  the 
case  condndas  by  urging  the  neeasslty  of  examining  all 
the  outlets,  in  cases  of  colicky  pains,  a»d  the  so-called 
neuroses  of  the  abdomen.— 6^a3«(i«  MSdieaJe,  Fev.  6, 
and  Mcmthly  Jcwm,  qfAted.  Science,  March,  1847. 

ADVAimoXS  OF  THE  FlAF-OPXnatfOll. 

In  the  thigh  and  leg,  after  ampotation,  it  not  un- 
commonly happens  that  eFerything  looka  well  for  • 
few  days,  bat  that  then  some  matter  forms,  or  the 
limb  jerks,  or  is  hot,  or  the  skin  geto  jost  •  little  tight 
at  one  part  over  the  bone.  In  these  oases  the  flap- 
operation  succeeds  better  than  the  eironlar,  for  !t  rarely 
happens  that  the  skin  of  the  circular  operation  can  b« 
got  well  forward  again  after  it  has  once  begun  to 
retract  or  become  tight,  whilst  the  mass  of  muscle  and 
soft  parts  of  a  flap  can  often  be  brought  down  again 
after  they  have  contracted  very  considerably,  [n  the 
thigh,  puncture  of  the  artery,  above  ito  division,  is 
readily  avoided  in  the  flap.operatlon,  and  cannot  well 
be  done  in  the  circular.  In  the  leg,  the  artery  may 
readily  be  punctured,  in  passing  the  knife  behind  the 
limb,  and  wounded  above  its  division ;  still  this  is  no 
real  objection  to  the  flap.operatlon  below  the  knee,  aa 
the  same  accident  may  happen  from  the  use  of  the 
catlin.  The  rapidity  of  the  flap-operation,  compared 
with  the  circular,  is  some  advantage,  but  the  whole 
operation  Is  not  necessarily  shorter,  for  the  number  of 
arteries  to  be  tied  in  the  former  case  is  generally 
greater  than  in  the  latter.  During  the  last  few  years, 
the  double  flap-operation  has  been  performed  upon  a 
large  number  of  patiente  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  and  with  the  best  result.  In  many  of  these 
cases  at  their  termination,  the  fhll  soft  condition  of 
the  fkce  of  the  stump,  the  complete  depression  of  the 
bone  in  the  line  of  the  union  of  the  flaps,  or  beneath  the 
front  flap  of  the  thigh,  have  been  most  marked;  whilst 
the  effects  of  inflammation,  in  rendering  the  stump 
tense,  have  been  very  much  less  than  where  the 
same  accident  occurred  after  the  circular  operation .«-• 
Ormerod's  Clmtcal  Observations,  p.  131. 

OPHTHALMIA  NECNATORUM. 

Dr.  Eschrish  states,  that  in  the  ophthalmia  of  new- 
bom  infante,  he  has  always  effected  a  perfect -cure  in 
a  shorter  time  than  usnal,  (one  week,)  by  surrounding 
the  eye  or  eyes  with  a  thick  layer  of  mercurial  oint. 
ment.  We  should  be  sorry  ta  trust  a  severe  case  of 
this  disease  to  this  remedy,  and  the  JUnnich  physician 
acknowledges  in  his  paper,  that  in  addiifon  to  the  mer> 
cnrial  inunction,  he  uses  frequent  injections  of  tepid- 
water,  and  when  the  swelling  and  discharge  hare 
lessened  he  employs  a  weak  caustic  solution.  Profeaaor 
Von  Ammon  recommends  a  lolfon  of  six  grains  of  ex- 
tract of  belladonna  and  ten  drops  of  lime-water  to  four 
ounces  of  distilled  water;  with  this  the  eyes  are  to  h^ 
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steeped  eveiy  half  hoar,  and  in  the  InteriB,  a  bandage 
vat  with  the  tolntlon,  it  to  be  applied  orer  the  ejea.  His 
object  in  nsing  the  biillainnna  ia  to  aUaj  the  apaam  of 
the  ejelids,  and  bj  faeilit«Ung  the  matter  to  allay  the 
fwelling  of  the  conjunctiva  and  cornea.  Thisoertainly 
ia  not  heroic  practice,  and  few  practionera  in  tUa  conntiy 
voald  tmst  a  patient  to  it  alone.  fiCaving  oonatantly 
lemarked  an  extentive  atate  of  nloeration  in  the  con- 
jnnetiTa  of  the  upper  lid  in  the  Mvere  forma  of  this 
disease,  I  nov  general!/  etert  the  lid  to  examine  its 
inner  surface  as  soon  as  a  case  presents  itself,  and  we 
hafe  soTeral  timea  succeeded  in  cutting  short  the 
disease  bjr  at  once  applying  a  strong  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver  to  this  part  alone.  We  beg  to  call  the  atten. 
tion  of  ophthalmic  surgeons  to  this  sotject—iStf/or/ 
on  the  Progreu  qf  Ophtkaimie  Swrpery,  in  Dt^lui 
QmrUrly  Journal^  Febr.,  1847. 

TOTAL  ABSTINENCE  AND  «  MEDICAL 
TESTIMONY.'* 


may  be  sopposad  to  tat,  or  of  their  legitimate  eooaa- 
seqnenees,  if  trim*  Ao  tmf  good  natore^  hardly  eoKmablc^ 
haa  eaosed  the.  signatoM  nf  many  to  be  gifen ;  and  the* 
ezcellenee  of  the  object  has  probably  atill  oftener  led  th» 
tobscribec  to  o? erlook  the  doobtful  character  ot  th» 
means.  In  some  casea  I  know  that  the  anthof  Ity  of  namaa 
has  been  aliongly  urged  agaimt  tlm  delibemte  judgment 
of  the  penoQs  applied  to.  In  other  cases,  perhaps  not  n 
few,  it  haa  been  nrged  that  signing  the  document  did  not 
in  any  way  pledge  the  individoal  eondoet  of  the  person 
sigoingj  and,  if  I  miatake  not,  mtch  a  oonsiderttion  waa 
actually  printed  on  the  form  of  declaration  which  wat 
sent  for  my  own  signaiufe  from  a  Medical  Temperanee 
Society,  in  February  of  laat  year,  accompanied  by  the 
following  note  :<— 

*<  Dear  Sir,— Your  signature  to  the  enclosed  certificate 
would  be  reiy  highly  prised  by  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  advancement  of  the  important  and  wide-spreading 
principle  of  true  temperance.  An  early  reply  would 
much  obl^,  yours  respectfully,  -—  ." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  certificate  which  was 
stated  to  be  "in  progress  of  signature  throughout  tlie 
United  Kingdom,  and  has  already  been  subscribed  to  by 
at  least  174  medical  men  :** 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  tio  principle  of  strength 
or  nourishment  for  the  human  frame  in  alcohol,  as  is 
commonly  supposed,  or  generally  in  drinks  of  which  it 
forms  a  part,  such  as  ardent  spirits,  fermented  wines, 
cider,  ale,  beer,  porter,  and  others.  That  any  trifling 
portion  of  nourishment  contained  in  the  last  three,  is 
greatly  exceeded  by  that  in  barley-water,  porridge,  or 
gruel,  made  from  an  equal  quantity  of  grain.  That  the 
use  of  ALCOHOLIC  beversgcs  generates  ultimate  weakneaa 
instead  of  strength,  and  tends  to  cause  subsequent  debility 
in  the  frame.  That  the  above-mentioned  intoxicating 
fluids  are  in  no  way  necessary  to  persons  in  ordinary 
health ;  nor  are  thoy  required  for  any  particular  conati- 
talion.  That  the  daily  orliabitual  use  of  any  portion  of 
them  is  prejudicial  to  health.  That  the  excitement  or 
cordial  feeling  thejr  create  is  mere  itimulation^  which 
departs  in  a  short  time,  and  is  unproductive  of  any  ele- 
ment of  real  strength  j  and  that,  contrary  to  ordinary 
opinion,  the  health  and  average  comfort  of  the  nation 
would  be  greatly  promoted  by  their  entift  disase  aa 
beveraget** 

I  think  that  members  of  the  medical  profession  shonUt 
pause  before  tliey  commit  themselves  to  any  suoh 
opinions  as  these,  for  the  following  reasons  :— 

1st.  Abstinence  and  temperance  are  two' entirely 
distinct  things:  the  latter  is  a  Tirtoe;  the  former,  aa 
regards  lawful  things,  it  no  virtue  at  all. 

2Dd.  The  assertion  that  the  daily  or  habitual  uie  of 
any  portion  of  wine  or  other  fermented  liquors  is  pre- 
judicial  to  health,  appears  to  be  altogether  at  variaef 
with  ordinary  observatm  aad  expenence. 

3rd« .  Toe  little  of  the  vital  eheiriatry  ef  the  haoiatt 
body  ia  known  fores  to  assftt  '^thet  there  is  no  principle 
ef  strength  or  nonriahmtat  for  the  human  frame  in  alcohol^ 
or  in  drinks  of  which  it  forme  a  pairt." 

In  the  fermer  editioaa  of  hit  » Aoimel  Clwmlstry,' 
Liebig  radons  wina^  beer,  end  spirits^  anMogat  thoae 


to  the  bditor  of  tub  provincial  medical  and 

suaoical  journal. 
Sir. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  a  docu- 
ment which  has  been  signed  by  more  than  a  thousand 
smdical  practitioners  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  is  now 
being  extensively  circulated  in  the  publications  of  tlie 
diflbrent  (so  called)  Temperance  Societies.  The  docu- 
ment is  entitled  "  Medical  Testimony,'*  and  consists  of 
a  declaration  of  opinion  in  favor  of  **  total  and  univer- 
ml  abstinence  from  alcohplic  liquors  and  intoxicating 
beverages,"  on  the  ground  of  their  beiug  unfavourable 
to  health,  and  for  other  reasons. 

Mr.  Dnnlop,  who  has  obtained  the  signatures  to  this 
document,  brings  them  before  the  public  with  no  little 
salural  grttnlatioo.  This  gentleman  is  anxious  to  obtain 
the  signatures  of  a  larger  proportion  of  the  20,000  medical 
practitioners  of  Great  Britain ;  and  urges  npon  the 
advocates  of  total  abstinence, "  to  tske  strenuous  measures 
to  have  the  certificate  signed  as  extensively  as  possible," 
is  their  respective  neighbourhoods.  When  a  greater 
Bomber  of  signatures  has  been  obtained,  Mr.  Duolop 
expects  to  see  changed,  *'  the  unscientific  principles  and 
basardons  dogmata  on  the  use  of  alcoholicliquors,"  which 
be  states,  ''too  much  regulate  and  characterize  the  practice 
ef  lise  bulk  of  our  medical  world." 
It  is  anneceasary  to  insert  the  certificate  itself.    It  is 

aon  cautiously  worded  than  some  others  which  have 

been  submitted  to  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 

my  sigBatnre;  but  still  I  must  regard  several  of  the 

imtioaa  which  it  contains  as  unproved,  and  consequently 

mh  and  dangerous.    Many  of  the  distinguished  phy- 

sisiani  and  surgeons,  who  luve  ngned  the  document, 

hife,  I  deobt  not,  done  so  deliberately  and  advisedly : 

same  of  iImoiI  know  to  be  themselvee  eonaiatent  abstainers 

htm  all  akoMic  and  fermented  liquors ;  and,  however 

I  aay  disHBt  from  Aeir  opinfoo,  it'neverthelem  clums 
wi  fBcnee  my  lespcet.    With  others,  and,  perhapa,  the 

■qeiHy,  tiie  caaa  haa  been  for  diflbrent.    The  act  has 

1st  baao,  I  thhik,  a  dalibamte  one;  the  signature  haa 

keen  given  with  litllt  er  no  eonaUsration  ef  the  evideoee  |  son-eiottiad  ingiedieBts  ef  eat  ibod,  which  aet  aa  elamenta 

It  which  Midi  piepofittoBii  leguded  u  identifie  traths,  I  of  ras^tioDi  end  iie  eiptndad  in  the  pcodnetioQ  oC 
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aniaitl  bmkt  and  in  pfoteeiiog  the  otKaoisni  froai  the 
MlioQ  of  the  atnoepberic  oijgen.*  ^pp.  53,  96.)  I 
liaTe  not  yet  seen  the  third  edition  of  this  well-knovo 
work,  bat  iroa  a  le? iewf  of  it,  I  find  thtt  the  egeocy  of 
eloohol,  as  a  respiratory  eiement  of  food,  is  iliustrated 
by  the  foliowiog  anecdotes— ^  In  England,  serrants 
Mcei^edaily  a  certain  anonnt  of  beer,  or  in  the  case  of 
total  abstinence,  its  eqoiTalent  in  money.  A  friend 
informs  me,  that  in  a  oertsln  heoeehold  it  was  obserred 
diat  from  tiie  day  on  which  the  serrants  ceased  to  rrceiTe 
beer  from  their  masters,  the  eensnmption  of  bread 
increased  in  a  ratio  corresponding  to  the  diminntion  of 
beer ;  so  that  the  beer  was  twice  paid  for,  once  in  money, 
end  the  second  time  in  the  form  of  an  eqaivalent  of 
another  kind  of  food,  yielding  the  lame  amount  of  carbon 
and  hydrofeo.*'    (p.  98.) 

The  re? iewer,  evidently  adopting  Liebig's  own  views, 
farther  obsenres :— "  The  alcohol  of  fermented  liquors 
plays  the  same  part  in  the  body  of  man  as  the  non- 
oiCfogeniaed  eonstitoents  of  his  food;  for  ahhongh  its 
eleomnts  do  not  of  themselTCS  possess,  at  the  temperature 
of  the  body,  the  property  of  combining  with  oxygen,  yet 
brought  into  contact  with  other  bodies,  doring  their 
eremacausLs  or  absorption  of  oxygen,  which  are  always 
present  in  the  body,  it  acquires  the  property  in  a  higher 
degree  than  fat,  or  other  non-nit  rogenised  snbstance." 

The  celebrated  chemist,  Mitscherlicb,  has  indeed 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  alcohol  is  actually  formed 
in  the  system  from  the  sugar  of  our  ordinary  food,  and 
that  subjected  to  a  slow  combination  in  the  longs,  it 
becomes  the  source  of  animal  heat,  I  mention  this,  not 
as  an  established  truth,  but  merely  to  shew  that  the 
doctrines  of  animsl  chemistry,  at  the  present  day,  do 
not  confirm  the  propositions  as  to  the  necessarily  ipjurious 
eflbcts  of  fermented  liquors. 

I  am  not  indifferent  to  the  magnitude  of  the  evils 
connected  with  intemperance,  and  I  consider  that  the 
physician  and  snrgeon  are  bound  to  exert  their  legitimate 
influence  in  diminishing  the  source  of  so  much  disease, 
misery,  and  death.  Let  them,  however,  hesitate  before 
they  give  their  sanction  to  opinions,  hastily  taken  up,' 
which  are  not  supported  by  ordinary  experience,  and  not 
illustrated  by  their  own  example.  Let  them  psuse  ere 
they  bring  their  character  as  men  of  science  into  question 
by  assertions  which  are  not  borne  out  by  well-ucertained 
(acts  in  pbymology  and  chemistry. 

Modem  teetotallism  is  a  species  of  Quixotism,  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  only  redeemed  from  the  charge  of 
abcnrdity  by  the  reality  and  extent  of  the  evil  with  which 
it  attempts  to  cope.  Good  has  doubtless  been  eff'ecled  by 
it,  as  it  has  been  by  various  other  popular  moremenls, 
when  directed  against  evils  of  greet  magnitude,  io  spite  of 
the  exaggerated  views  and  ill-directed  means  with  which 
they  have  been  accompanied  and  prosecuted.    The  end, 

*  This  distinguished  chemist  farther  states,  that  after 
aleohol  has  been  taken  into  the  stomach,  according  to  all 
the  observations  hitherto  made,  neitber  the  expired  air, 
nor  the  perspiraiioa,  nor  the  nrlne,  contains  any  trace  of 
alcohol,  aad  thai  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  eieneats 
of  alcohol  combine  with  oxygen  in  the  bod7,that  its  carbon 
and  liydrogen  are  given  off  as  carbonic  acid  and  water, 
p.  239. 

•^**lled,  Ciinirg.  ReTlew,**  /an.,  WI7 


however,  does  not  jdstlff  the  means;  and  men  of  reflect- 
ing minda  will  reject,  as  more  than  donbtful,  all  efforts 
for  good  which  seek  their  support  in  ill-founded  views 
and  ill*jadged  exertions.     It  is  not,  however,  to  tie 
supposed,  that  fermented  liquors  which  have  been  used 
by  our  species  in  nearly  all  dimes,  and  as  long  as  the 
history  of  the  race  has  extended,  will  be  disused,  on  any 
large  scale,  or  for  any  long  continued  period.    Let  us 
abolish,  if  we  can,  the  nse  of  distilled  alcohol ;  let  it  be 
foond  only  in  the  shop  of  the  druggist,  and  in  the  ware- 
hoose  of  the  Tarnish  maker;  and  let  a  crusade  be  entered 
only  against  *'  excess  of  wine.' '    Deprive  us  not,  however, 
altogether  of  that  barley  wine,  the  beer  of  these  more 
northern  countries,  with  which  the  poor  man  has  been 
wont  to  sweeten  his  homely  meal,  after  the  labours  of 
the  day.    In  warmer  latitudes,  and  for  the  more  affluent, 
do  not  deny  the  temperate  and  right  use  of  the  wine  of  the 
grape,  intended,  as  the  psalmist  tells  us,  "to  make  glad 
the  heart  of  man,'*  and  which  was  used  by  the  founder 
of  our  religion,  habitnally,  as  well  as  on  the  most  solemn 
occasions.    I  wonld  add,  in  the  words  of  a  recent  writer.* 
« Let  moderation  be  known  in  all  things,  and  despise 
not  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  who  tells  us  that  wine  has 
its  uses.    Strong  drink  is  more  suitable  than  cold  slops 
for  a  man  with  a  flagging  pulse  and  sinking  heart.    The 
maker  of  man  designed  him  to  ergoy  life  under  a  wise 
u&e  of  all  that  is  good  :  obedience  to  Dif  ine  law  allows  of 
no  extremes,  and  temperance  implies  in  mediii  tutinimut 
—an  equal  danger  both  from  abstinence  and  excess.*' 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yours  foithfullvy 

*  Moore's  «'  Relation  of  the  Body  to  the  Mind.** 


CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  THE  TINCTURA 
FERRI  SESQUICHLORIDI. 

to  thx  xditor  of  the  provincial  mssfcal  anv 

8vboi0al  journal. 

Sir, 

Will  yon  be  good  enough  in  your  next  number  to 

correct  a  mistake  which  occurred  in  the  report  of  the 

case  under  the  above  title  in  your  last.    The  quantity 

of  the  tincture  of  the  muriate  of  iron  swallowed  was 

one  oimce  and  a  half,  and  not  "  a  drachm  and  a  half,*' 

as  erroneously  stated.     There  was  no  irritation  in  the 

urinary  system,  as  in  the  case  mentioned  by  Mr 

Taylor,  but  perhaps  there  would  have  been  if  the 

smaller  doses  had  been  taken,  and  retained  for  anj 

length  of  time  in  the  stomach  or  bowels.     As  the 

mistake  is  an  important  one,  you  would  oblige  me  by 

inserting  this  note,  or  at  least  by  correcting  it. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Faithfully  yours, 

THOhfAS  EDWARD  AMYOT. 

Diss,  Norfolk,  April  9, 1847. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  EXTRAORDINAR^Y. 

TO  THS  BDITOR  OF  THS  PROTINCIAL  MBDIOAL  AMJ» 

SUAOICAL  JOVSHAI.. 
Sift. 

I  beg  to  direct  yoor  attention  to  the  following  adver- 
liiement  which  appeared  in  the  Liverpool  Mercury  for 
Friday,  April  2nd.  It  surely  behores  the  College 
«ithoriiiea  to  notice  the  mode  in  which  some  of  its 
members  fulfil  the  obligations  imposed  on  them. 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 
A  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 
LiTerpool,  April  6tb. 


"College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  for  treating 
fMtients  on  the  principles  so  long  and  successfully 
practised  at  Whitworth,and  Oldfield  Lane,  Manchester, 

conducted  by  Mr.  ,  M.R.C.S.,  and    L.A.C., 

prizeman  of  SL  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  in 
the  Session  1843-44,  &c.,  &c.,  who  may  be  consulted  on 
«D  cases  appertaining  to  his  profession  daily  from  nine 
to  three,  and  from  six  to  nine,  and  on  Sundays  from 

ten  to  two,  at  the  College,  46,  ^  near  the 

comer  of  —  Street.  An  assistant  in  continual 
attendance  for  any  cases  of  emergency." 

[We  suppress  the  name  and  address,  as  we  hare  no 
wish  to  contribute  towards  the  object  which  this 
prizeman  of  St.  Bartholomew's  would  seem  to  ha7e  in 
view,  but  they  are  at  the  serrice  of  either  of  the  cor- 
porate bodies  to  which  the  adrertiser  professes  to 
belong.-- Ed.] 

fi^t1$ital  SnteUi0en(e. 

MEDICAL  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

HOCSB    Ol*   COMMONS. 

{^From  the  **  Noticee  of  Motions*'  which  now  eland  on 

the  "  Order  Book**  of  the  House.f 
«  On  Tuesday,  April  20th  :— 

Mr.  Wakley  to  move  for  leaire  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  Registration  of  legally-qualified  prac^ 
titioners  in  medicine,  anQ  to  amend  the  law  relating 
to  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.'*— Lanctf^ 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Dr.  Arthur  Tawke  has  been  elected  Physician  to  the 
Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Dr. 
Lubbock,  deceased.  Dr.  Ranking,  late  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  who  is  now  resident  in  Norwich,  was  also 
•  candidate,  but  retired  from  the  contest,  as  being  too 
late  in  the  field. 

Dt,  Francis  Henry  Woodford e  has  been  appointed 
que  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Catlett,  resigned. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Garrod  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Parkes  hare  been 
elected  Asslstant-Physicians,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Potter, 
Assistant-Surgeon,  to  UniTersity  College  Hcspital.] 

Dr.  A.  L.  Brownless,  of  Charteriionse  Square,  has 
been  elected  Physician  to  tba  Metropolitan  Dispensary, 
Totp  Street 


Dr.  Henry  Daries  has  been  elected  Consulting 
Physician  to  the  British  Lying-in-Hospital.  Dr. 
Robert  Lee  has  been  elected  Physician  in  Ordinary, 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Brookes  Principal  Surgeon  to  the 
same  Institution. 

J.  W.  Harris,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  Surgeon  to  the 
Exeter  Dispensary,  in  Che  room  of  Mr.  Pridham, 
resigned. 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

The  first  sessional  examination  of  the  students  in 
the  department  of  general  literature  and  science,  was 
held  on  Saturday,  April  lUh,  and  on  Monday,  April 
13th,  1847,  when  the  f<rih>wing  list  was  returned  by 
the  examiners  :^* 

C^^ics.— 1st  Class. -^  Fryer,  Coleford  ;  Wall, 
Stratford-on-Aron ;  Yarwood,  BinDlUgham;  Edney, 
Craig,  Kilmarnock. 

2nd  Class.— Seven. 

JI/a/Aema/tcf.— 1st  Class.-— Wall,  Fryer,  Yar#ood. 

2nd.  Class. — Edney;  Rice,  Stratford-on- Avon;  Rose, 
cMadeley;  Wilkinson,  Northleach;  A.  T.  Davies, 
Birmingham; 

3rd.  Class.— Three. 

ChemUtrjf, — 1st  Class. — Edney,  Fryer,  Wall. 

2nd.  Class. — Five. 

Lyttelton,  M.A., 
James  Thomas,  Law, M.  A., 
W.  M.  Lawaon,  M.A., 
G.  Richards,  B.A., 
G.  Taylor,  B.A,, 
George  Shaw. 


Examinert, 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members,  April  9th,  1847 :— E. 
P.Wilkins;  E.  Lund-;  C.J.Gibb;  R.  J.  Brackley ;  C. 
Mackechnie;  W.  £.  Hayman;  R.  B.  Painter;  J.  H. 
Prosser ;  W.  B.  Gill. 

Admitted  April  12th:— J.  S.Ayerst;  G.N.  Ediss; 
W.  P.  Harrison;  T.  EdU;  G.  B.  Barrow;  F^ 
Rolnnson;  J.  H.  Richardson;  O.  Pemberton;  F. 
Acret;  E.  C.  Cottingbam ;  ^  J.  Hansard. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  Fellows 
on  Wednesday,  April  14th:— Franoia  Toulmin,  Esq.} 
Clapton;  Frederick  George  Reed,  Esq.*,  Hertford. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentleman  admitted.  Licentiates  on  Thursday,  April 
8th:— Frederick  Mason,  Bath;  Charles  Astley  Walters, 
Stockport^  Charles  John  Gibb,  Newcastle*on.Tyne ; 
Charles  William  Isod,  Fladbury;  Thomas  Simpson, 
Lincoln;  Henry  John  Waterland,  Thealby;  John 
Lloyd,  Cenrigydwdion ;  John  Jones  Parrish,  Dudley; 
Samuel  Osborne  Habershon,  Rotherham;  Howard 
Fred.  Johnson,  Birmingham ;  John  Packer,  London ; 
Richard  Branwell,  Penzance;  John  Willan,  Kirby 
Lonsdale;  Joseph  Marshall,  Upwell ;  Simon  Caldcleugh, 
Durham ;  Samuel  Clewin  Griffith,  London. 

Admitted  Thursday,  March  25th :— Richard  Swan 


m 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Finohy  SalialHify;  WilUun  Laioellet  Norrit,  StMir- 
Mdg«;  Jamet  White,  Chttter;  Henry  Nicboltnn 
SetUe,  Leeds ;  ThomM  Armetrong  C*miii«ok,  Spalding. 
Admitted  Thundwij,  April  Itt:— George  Barton 
Pajne,  Birmingham;  Heniy  Yereri;  Thomas  Balle 
Fonter,  Flymonth;  John  Lane  CnteUffe,  South 
Molton;  OooTge  Aognstas  Hartelbsfy  Hepworth, 
Tewkeabniy;  James  Tarsevell,  Dorchester,  Dorset; 
George  Herring,  Yarmooth ;  John  Ingman,  Tiendd jn, 
Flintshlie;  William  NoweU,  Dewsbnrj;  John  Jestnp 
Sewell,  Fendrajton,  Cambridge. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  Mareh  dOtb,  al  St  Albans,  aged  53,  John 
Coales,  Esq.,  Soigeon,  one  of  the  Magistrates  of  that 
borough. 

April  11th,  at  Bishop's  Siortfordi  J.  J.  Cribb,  Esq., 
Sorgeon,  late  of  Cambridge. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Hnman  Ear,  with  Nev  Views  on 
the  Physiology  of  the  Tympanum.  By  J.  W.  Moses, 
M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  &e.    St.  Asaph.   1847.   8T0.,pp.  18. 

An  Essay,  Literary  and  Practical,  on  Inrersio  Uteri. 
By  John  Green  Crosse,  M.D.,  FR.Sm  F.R.C.S.,  Senior 
Sorgeon  10  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  dec.  dee* 
Part  II.  London  s  Chorchill.    1847.    8to.,  plates. 

Praoaoal  Remarlcs  on  the  Inlialation  of  the  Yaponr 
of  Snlpharic  iEther,  &e.  By  W.  Philpot  Brookea, 
M.D.    London:  CharchiU.    1847.    8ro.,p^68. 

Cor  present  Gaol  System  deeply  depraring  to  the 
Prisoner,  and  a  Posltire  Eril  to  the  Community.    Some 
Remedies  proposed.    By  Joseph  Adshead,  Author  of 
*  Prisons  and  Prisoners,"  &o.    1847.  8fo.,  pp.  107. 


ERRATUM. 
At  page  180,  col.  1,  line  12  from  the  bottom,  for 
"  one  drachm  and  a  half*'  read  **  one  ounce  and  ahalf."^ 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  FEBRUARY,  1847. 

Kept  at  Sidmouth,  by  W.  H.  Cullkn,  M.D. ;  at  Honiton,  by  Jambs  Caiipbild,  M.D.;  at  Romsey,  Hants* 

by  FaANCis  Buckcll,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


Sidmouth. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.    39.48 

9  P.M.    38.92 

.    .    .    the  Maxima, 44.86 

Minima, 34.00 

Absolute  Mean 38.75 

of  ten  preceding  years.         38.93 

Extreme  highest  ou  the  18th    .....    55. 

.    .        lowest     .    .    12th 21.50 

.    .        range 33.50 

Mean  daily  range 9.65 

Greatest  daily  range 

Least       

Mean  Dew-point,  at  9  a.m 35.20 

atOp.m 36.30 

• 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m 30.123 

.    .     .....    9  P.M 30.091 

Extreme  highest  on  the  22nd   .....  30.451 

.    .    .  lowest  on  the    1st     ....    .  28.840 

.    .    .  range 1.611 

Number  of  days  fine    .    .    ^ 13 

dull  without  rain     .    .    • 

on  which  any  rain  fell       •       10 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 1.67 

Prerailing  Winds,      • N.  SE. 


HONITOK. 


ROMSET. 


at  8  P.M. 


on  the  20th 
on  the  12th 


at  8  P.M. 
on  the  2l8t 
on  the  9th 


35.0             25.21 

36.0            at  9  P.M.  35.70 

42.0             43.80 

31.5 30.34 

38.0             37.07 

.              •••••...  . 

52.0            on  the  17th  56.40 

18.0            on  the  12th  6.00 

34.0            50.40 

io.              13.30 

on  the  14th  35.00 

on  the    7th  2.00 

.               ........  • 

29.47          29.382 

29.51          at  9  P.M.      ,  29.430 

29.91          on  the  28  th  29.790 

28.91          on  the    8th  28.700 

1.00          1.090 

14              9 

2 

14             or  snow  17 

NB.NW nw.ne;- 


TO  CORREIKPONDENTS.^ 


Commnnieations  hare  been  receired  firom  Dr.  CuUen;  a  Member  of  the  Association;  the  Sbei&eld  Medleal 
Society;  Mr.  C.  Hawkins;  Mr.  J.  F.  Clark;  Dr.  Radford;  Dr.  Holbfook;  Dr.  Ghamberi^  Mr.  G.  Kka^p 
Hr.  H.  Shaip;  Dr.  J.  Campbell;  Mr.  Worthington;  Mr.  Storrs;  Mr.  H.  Stead. 

rocetne  MaiUr^^Mt.  P.  Femio,  of  KImbotton,  Hnnts,  will  feel  greatly  obliged  by  enj  of  the  leadeni  of  Hif- 
MfUcai  afi4  ffurgM  JoumU  lupplying  bin  with  a  mall  qnaatity  of  toliTe  f MofaM  Tixti. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


A  SKETCH  OF  THE  HISTORY  AND  TREAT- 
MENT  OF  INSANmr. 

Bjr  H.  S.  Belcoube,  M.D.,  Senior  Physician  to  the 
County  Hospital,  and  Pbysidan  to  the  Retreat,  YMe» 

Valeat  quantum.' 

I  comneoce  this  paper  by  acknowledging  ny  obli- 
gations to  M.  Jos^,  Membre  de  llnstitvt  Historiqiie  de 
Faris»  for  bis  able  memoir  on  the  "  History  of  Insanity,** 
and  for  the  opportanity  thus  giren  me  of  freely  trant- 
ktlng  a  great  part  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  English 
leader.  I  have,  in  addition,  endeayovred  to  cany  out 
aooM  Tiews  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of  lUa 
singular  disease,  which,  though  they  may  advance  do 
BOTelty,  may  merit  some  attention,  as  being  the  result 
of  much  experience, — may  conduce  to  calm  obserratlon 
and  calmer  conclusions,— and  may  divest  the  subject 
of  much  metaphysical  subtlety,  in  which  it  baa  pleased 
many  writers  to  involve  it. 

History  is  an  inexhaustible  mine,  from  which  science^ 
art,  literature,  language,  politics,  can  be  enriched ;  and 
at  no  period  has  it  been  more  searched  into  than  at 
present.  The  old  hbtorians  are  examined,  trandated, 
eonusented  upon  in  various  ways,  and  perhaps  no 
acience  has  drawn  more  from  this  source  than  that  of 
medicine.  Be  that  as  it  may,  there  seems  in  this  wide 
field  a  place  not  equally  cultivated ;  or,  to  drop  all 
■etapbor,  it  appears  to  me,  that  from  tracing  the 
periodic  history  of  insanity,  some  more  complete  intelli- 
gence as  to  its  forms,  its  mode  of  treatment,  and  its 
core,  is  yet  to  be  obtained. 

Hie  following  paper  is  merely  an  attempt  at  an 
object  which  it  surely  desirable,  though  I  must  readily 
grant  that  much  more  time,  and  much  more  informli- 
tioB,  than  my  leisure  or  my  abiCtiea  can  supply,  are 
requisite  for  its  fulfilment  :^- 

If  insanity  is  more  prevalent  now  than  al  any  Ibrvcr 
time*  (a  position  which  may  be  doubted,)  It  ii  net  so 
with  iU  causes,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  Ihw, 
alwi^  arising  from  some  dominant  aetion  of  the  period, 
mmd  connected  with  the  events  proceeding  finom  It,  are 
the  same  to  day  as  formerly.  In  all  times,  and  vnder 
all  climates,  hereditary  coostitutiofi,  hahltoal  dmnken- 
mtmf  disappointed  ambition,  wounded  feelings,  unbridled 
yaasions,  political  even  moral  antagonism,  have  been 
Hie  moat  ordiaary  causes  of  mental  diseaseti 
No.  f.  May  9, 1M7. 


History  affords  ns,  from  the  Pythoness  of  Delphi* 
down  to  the  hallncinated  of  the  Thebald,  and  the 
possessed  of  the  middle  ages,  the  means  of  classing 
those  cases  which  have  been  the  subfeet  of  many  a 
drama,  many  an  episode,  many  a  romantic  tale  ;*  and 
philosophy  can  now  teach  us,  that  in  contemplatfaig 
such  pictures,  at  once  so  sad  yet  so  animated,  that  w<e 
there  find  a  perfect  reflexion  of  human  nature.  It  Is 
the  picture  of  humanity,  with  its  passions.  Its  revohi- 
tions,  its  errors,  its  prejudices,  its  systems,  crimes,  and 
virtues,— a  picture  so  exact,  that  it  is  shewn  to  at 
without  disguise ;  in  It  are  seen  emperors  and  kings^ 
ministers  and  courtiers,  poets.*  painters,  warriors, 
legislators,  martyrs  to  chastity,  and  the  victims  of 
incontinence.  From  Nebucbadoezxar  to  Sault  front 
the  Greek  dramatists,  through  the  history  of  many  of 
the  Roman  emperors,  let  alone  that  of  the  eariy  period 
and  of  the  commonwealth  of  Rome,  down  to  tb^limet 
of  Rousseau  and  our  own  incendiary,  Martin,  there  are 
not  wanting  opportunities  of  writing  it  fnlly  and 
entirely. 

ICIMTAI.  ALTBMATXON. 

It  can  be  established,  that  the  tberapentics  of 
mental  disease  have  been  in  all  timet  conformable  t9 
its  etiology,  or  in  other  words,  that  the  treatment  hat 
always  been  in  relation  to  the  assigned  cause  of  the 
malady.  Thus  histiNry  shews  os  mental  alieaatloB 
considered  as  a  disease,  iaertd — sent  especially  by  the 
Almighty,  and  so  more  particularly  held  in  super- 
stitious favoor,  as  among  the  Pythonesses;  or  otherwise* 
as  a  chastisenient  from  the  Divinity,  and  then  iti 
treatment  submitted  entirely  to  religioos  ordinaaeet* 
The  alienated,  considered  as  rictims  of  the  eager 
of  the  Gods,  would  necessarily  be  delivered  over  to 
the  ministers  of  their  altars,  to  obtain  any  relief  fima 
their  misery.  This  relief  was  rarely  Implored  la 
vain*  and  not  unfreqoently  the  core  was  the  reward  oi 
die  ardent  faith  of  the  solVerery  let  alone  tiie  pomp  with 
which  the  preparatory  ceremonlet  were  performed,  and 
the  numberless  forms  to  which  the  pattsnta  troe 
snl^ected  before  their  admission  Into  the  BaaoCQai7. 
If  to  these  be  added  the  rigorona  Ihtt  dnriag  umuf 

*  Fartlcalarlj  tbe  auuhiest  of  AJax,  who,  among  other- 
vagarlef,  flogged  mmerelAiIly  a  great  Miti.'  wh^m  M  f^ 

for  hl»  rival  U  lytses.    FMr  alto  the  atadHess  of  Orestet^^ 
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dayt»--tlM  nnerliMmltiM  voriccd  «pon  by  all  Uie  nodts 
thai  tupeffttitioB  knowi  hov  to  employ,— the  ioMgiaa- 
tioa  odted  by  miractiloiiadetailay— by  tba  dislraclioM 
of  the  Toyageb^-^iy  the  hope  of  relief  trom  the  oa* 
kaovn  afent,  caa  it  be  doubted  or  woodeMd  at,  that 
frequeaUy  Bonie  great  core  or  aenaible  re«ctioB  woald 
take  place  ? 

Nefertbelesa,  mental  alieaation,  better  studied  in 
its  symptoms,  in  its  caoses,  and  in  its  eflSects,  was 
deprived  by  the  Pythogoreans  of  itt  dirine  prestige, 
and  reduced  to  a  simple  eanae,  depending  upon  some 
affections  of  the  liter— H>f  the  spleen  of  the  stomach 
— ^  the  fasain  $  then  emetics  and  pwgatiTes  became 
the  iMNt  nsnal  therapeotical  ageotsb  perhaps  entirely 
the*  whole  means.  Hellebon^  wiih  its  mythological 
reptitation,  derired  from  those  ages»  has  descended 
CTen  into  oor  own ;  but  alas  I  in  our  hands  it  has  not 
produced  the  miraculooa  effects  that  It  perCermed 
under  the  adiniaistration  of  Melampus.  This  physi- 
cian was  an  inhabitant  of  Aigos,  and  in  his  time  did 
many  remarkable  things,  also  performiog  wonderful 
cures.  Herodotus  relates  \aa  history;  he  is  also 
mentioned  by  Homer,  in  his  "  Odyssey." 

Hippocrates  gare  the  last  blow  to  this  divim 
ihertpeuiiet  which  the  blind  aeal  of  paganism  had 
received ;  while  adopting  the  ideas  of  Aoaxagoras  and 
Clayomenufl,he  extended  the  means  of  treating  insanity 
according  to  the  etiology  he  had  established.  He 
a8serte4lmd  prored  the  beneficial  influence  upon  this 
disease  of  other  dearatires;  also  how  effectual  in  the 
cure  were  gymnastics,  variety  of  occupation,  change 
of  climate,  &c.;  and  hellebore,  long  considered  as  a 
miraculous  remedy,  was  now  only  proposed  to  be  admi- 
nistered as  the  most  efficient  purgative.  The  impulse 
being  thus  given,  other  observations  were  presently 
obtained.  Ei-asistratus  was  the  first  to  refer  maniacal 
affections  to  lesions  of  the  nervous  centre,  and  from 
thence  deduced  his  celebrated  cure  of  Antlocbus  Soter, 
who  was  maddened  by  bis  love  for  bis  mother-in-law, 
PhUa. 

Celsns,  who  flourished  under  Tiberiui,  excelled 
in  his  moral  treatment  (as  it  is  generally  called,) 
of  .insanity,  and  has  left  rules  admirably  adapted,  even 
for  the  present  time.  It  is  curious,  however,  that 
he  strongly  recommended  the  modes  of  severity  which 
for  so  long  a  period  have  cast  such  a  blot  upon  humanity 
in  ihe  treatment  of  this  afflictioo. 

Aretmus,*  after  him,  occupied  hiipself  less  with 
the  treatment  than  the  causes  of  insanity,  preparing 
the  way  for  Callus  Auielianns»t  whose  superiority  of 
kiN»wledge  can  only  be  appreciated  by  presenting  a 
rapid  exposition  of  the  precepts  he  has  left.  Thus  :— 
"  The  apartment  of  the  patient  ahould  be  of  moderate 
temperature,  lighted  by  a  window  from  the  upper 

f  Arei«as,theCappadoeiaa,nipposed  to  have  iloarished 
ia  the  time  of  Vespaiian . 

-V  Sapposed  to  have  Boarished  In  the  fceond  century, 
and  said  to  be  a  Nomidlan. 


part,  ott  the  ground  floor,  and  away  A«m  iw««, 
f nnrished  with  a  bed  firmly  fixed,  and  so  placed  thai 
the  paaieal  cannot  perceive  who  enlera  er  fees  mtU 
If  ite  oKcitemenl  prevents  the  nee  of  the  bed,  tiw 
stiftw»  which  BMet  be  tiw  next  rseowee*  shonid  be 
well  flheeen,  and  conwisntly  arnu^ed.  AH 
and  «Mlasions  ahonM  be  cai«fisliy  waabed  and 
The  attendants  shenM  be  eofofaMd  not  so  peimit 
visiten,  mH  to  eiaepenite  by  mdenen  or  Uowi,  at 
the  aanm  time  not  nsing  too  mnch  condeeeendence^ 
but  letting  the  maniac  see  that  his  faults  are  known, 
and  that  it  will  be  to  his  advantage  to  amend  them.  *!£ 
an  ascendancy  be  obtained,  care  ahould  be  taken  not 
to  d*mp*omiee  it  by  too  fineqnent  viaiu ;  the  state  of 
the  |Mse  wttl  indioafe  if  Ueediag  be  useful;  occaaion« 
ally  it  may  be  necessary  to  empkiy  restraint*  and  tkia 
should  he  done  with  great  cantion,  with  as  little  fone 
as  poirihie ;  the  ligatures  should  also  be  made  of  eome 
soft'  and  pUsMe  snhetaace,  otherwise  the  paroxysm 
of  Airy  ia  inereased  instead  of  being  abated." 

Then  foUowe  the  adrice  conoemiog  aliment,  the 
evaonatioasft  the  indications,  where  it  may  be  considered 
neeemary  to  ahave  the  head,  to  apply  cupping  g^aaset, 
leeckea,  and  revulsives  of  various  kinds.  Cmline 
being  much  averse  to  the  use  of  opium,  yet 
anxCons  to  relieve  the  "  insomninm,"  which  he  con- 
siders of  high  importance  in  the  case,  reeomnmnde 
a  hammock,  the  monotonous  and  gentle  noise  of  water 
falling  from  a  height,  the  application  of  warm  sponges' 
tolteeylids.  • 

Aa  occasion  serves,  recourse  should  be  had  to 
walking,  singing,  reading,  converBation,  even  the 
theatre;  each  patient  ahould  be  treated  in  this  way 
according  to  his  accustomed  condition  of  life,  and  should 
be  induced  to  feel  an  interest  in  his  former  employments 
and  occupations;  every  opportunity  should  be  seised 
of  preventing  weariness,  or  the  patient  relapsing  into 
the  (boaghts  and  modes  of  feeling  which  msy  well  be 
caUed  the  atmosphere  of  his  malady.  In  conclusion, 
.Cnlius  animadverts  strongly  upon  those  theoretical 
practitioners,  some  who  prescribe  a  complete  imprison- 
menl,4ithers  total  abstinence,  others  bodily  inflictions 
of  pnnishmentii  others,  active  refrigerants,  others  even 
drunkennese,  others  music,  without  discriminating  the 
cases  they  had  to  deal  with.  He  was  well  aware  that 
madness  is  often  the  consequence  of  the  abuse  of 
fermented  liquors;  that  music,  wliere  it  might  calm 
one  m  ten,  would  excite  the  others.  So  also  he 
attadnd  thoie  practitioners  who  recommended  love  as 
a  means  of  core.  Is  it  not  absurd  to  suppose,  he  says, 
that  love,  itself  a  passion,  can  ever  be  the  means  for 
promoting  a  cure  of  an  excitment  still  more  violent. 
In  .tnith  we  are  obliged  to  confess*  what  all  well- 
instmcted  men  must  feel,  that  the  ancients  have  atated 
what  we  repeat  as  new,  and  that  very .  frequently,  we 
are  only  very  poor  plagiarists. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  this  doctrine  of  CiQliaa 
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^ttf^Fftd  M  il  is  wWtk  tbe  naifci  tint  dutiiigviik  the 

true  ebsnrfer,  eoadadM  all  that   w% 

aiMtettt  Mstoiyi  en  the  trmtmcot  of  mestii 

The  way  ayaai  hy  iha  geaina  of  the  pbywdan  of^Sioea 


jod^ad  to  he  cared ;  aad  then,  a  nafraeleS  a 
waaahoatad  oat ;  lo  giaat  iadaad  wm  the  aproar,  tlait 
it  waa  iaipoaiible  to  bear  the  Taioa  of  the  preaohar. 
As  for  those  whose  violaat  parozyaae  readered  thaai 
waa  BOftr  Alpved  hy  his  saceetson,  aad  for  laartaaa  Idangeroas,  they  were  placed  ia  the  paUie  eatabUah-* 


ceataUea^  the  therapentica  of  inaaaity  lataogiadod*  lo 
as  to e^aal,  if  notte aarpasi^ ia  ahanfd  and  barbaeaaa 
^radioee^  la  sapeHUlsaaB  pfeiadieea»  thoee  of.  the 
«ailieat  days  of  jgaaianaa.  Haasaa  reason  <baa 
«ppaaf«d  ^oaoar,  oa^  to  fall  with  mora  vMenosi  lika 
Mnfttajgar^a draricea  siaB»  who»  bafag  act  straight. oa 
ona  sida»  tniahled  dowa  oa  the  other. 

Ia  the  neaa  while  Christianity,  ia  woviciag  naatire 
cbaafoia  raKgioiis  belief^  aMersd  also  vefy  anaghslhe 
frsaw  of  hataaa  opiaionai  Esstera  imaginatiaa  fahe^' 
meally  OKaggerated  the  sererity  of  the  Ghrlsliaa 
doetriaes.  It  waa  soon  assamad  that  maa  a«a  la  a 
coaataat  strife  with  the  geaiaB  of  afil»  persoaidad  in 
thedoffl,  who  from  that  moasaatwas  eaasidersd  the 
eaaae  of  all  the  evil  both  of  the  iateUadaal- aad  the 
mosal  world  ;«-4o  him  ahme  was  attnhalsd  all  the 
diiissoat  forms  of  iasanity,  except  those  of  imbecility 
and  idiotcy»  which  by  a  straaga  oanfasioo  of  idaaa 
were  considered  a  sort  of  angelic  state  aad  an  pjftct 
of  worship.  The  canse  of  the  disease  being  thos  sim- 
plifiad,  the  treatmeat  became  eqnally  ao;^the  bm^ 
man  waa  paassssed,  and  it  becasM  necessary  to  deliver 
him  ftwm  the  demon.  Tbe  physiciaa  hera  had  nothing 
to  -do*  the  patieat  eatered  a  religious  house,  ;aad* 
exorcisms  became  the  only  meaos  employed.  Vhe 
Jews  seem  to  hare  r^ired  some  additional  aotioas 
coac^nring  ertl  spirits  and  tbeir  operations  from  the 
Chaldeans,  and  after  their  return  from  tbe  captirityy«o 
have  ascribed  many  diseases  aad  disorders  to  these 
inrisible  agents,  besides  those  which  were  to  be 
accounted  for  by  natural  caoses.  In  this  the  early 
Chriatiaas  followed  them,  and  it  is  probable  that 
mad,  melancholy,  and  epileptic  people  were  accoaaled 
to  be  pocsessed,  at  least  for  tbe  most  part,  in  the  early 
centuries. 

firery  form  of  alienation  was  considered  as  so  many 
roethoda  adopted  by  the  demon  to  manifest  bis  presefMc 
in  the  body  of  the  patient ;  hence,  also,  were  mnUqdied 
an  theorils  of  a  disturbed  tmagiaationt  Compacts  were 
mado  with  the  defil,^soroery— charms-^malatS'— 
wOlfnien,-^all  gare  a  variety  to  the  forms  of  iasaaity. 
AH  persons  labouring  under  hailaeinations  ware  borot, 
bang,  orsuftocated,  withoat  pity.  All  those  thought 
possessed  were  exorcised.  Various  plates  were  ctla« 
biated  for  the  cure  of  iasaaity  through  the  relies  Of 
Saiats.  The  pilgriuMge  to  St.  Maar,  near  Farls^  was 
tbe  most  celahrated,  and  continued  so,  down  to  l^dh. 
The  Ahha  LebcBuf  telle  us  that  during  the  four  hs«rs 
which  the  matins  occupied,  the  patienta  crowded 
in*the  church,  cried  out  with  aU  their  migh|»  **St. 
hfanraend  mefcnie  and  heblthy"and  when  any  .one 
htfdreptMtad  three  times-following  this  psayar,  ha  waa 


meats,  and  ReiJ  thus  draws  a  pictara  of  their  mode  of 
treatment:— "These  miserable  beings,  as  if  they 
were  prisoners  of  atate,  are  thrown  into  the  lowest  dun- 
geons, where  the  eye  of  humanity  never  penetratea ; 
they,  are  left  there  uader  tbe  weight  of  chains  which 
injure  their  limhs»  aad  amid  the  stench  of  their  own 
ordure.  Their  appeanmee  ia  pale  and  fleshlem.  They 
are  shown  aa  9  aight  for  pablia  curiosityy  and  greedy 
attendaats  expose  them  as  they  would  wild  beasts. 
'Iliay  areerowdad  tagether  peU  omU  ;  fear  is  tbe  only 
disaipline  employed,*^whips,  chains,  the  only  means 
of  persuasion,  until  the  time  oomee  when  nature  ends 
tbeir  miseries." 

This  picture  of  the  treatment  of  the  insane  in 
Oennanyy  applies  with  a  fearful  reality  to  that  pursned 
at  the  sauM  period  ia  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy,  aad 
indeed  tbe  whole  of  Europe.  As  to  the  physicians,  we 
find  them  during  this  loog  period  of  many  ages,  lor* 
getfttl  of  the  admirable  lessons  of  Celsos*  Aretmus,  and 
C»lins  Anrelianus,  involring  themselves  in  the  ridicu- 
lous doctrines  of  tbe  humoral  pathology, 'concerning 
black  bile  and  phlegm.  Some,  however,  less  the 
slaves  of  received  prejudices,  employed  a  treatment 
based  upon  observatioa  and  experfence.  Al^ander 
of  TraHes,  Marcellus  of  Sida,  Forestus,  SylvaticttS, 
Sylvius,  Professor  of  Medicine  at  Lcyden,  Plater, 
Sydenham,  Seanert,  Highmore,  Willis,  Baglivi,  Valsalva, 
and  his  disciple  Moiigagai,  have  left  some  useful  pre- 
cepts, but  which  haye  bad  no  particular  influence  upon 
the  progress  of  tbe  curative  treatment  of  insanity. 

At  leogtb,  in  1792,  Pinel  appeared.  By  his  persua- 
sion, eighty  violent  madmen,  the  terror  of  their  keepers, 
and  reported  incurable  and  dangerous,  were  freed  from 
their  chains,  and  placed  uader  a  mode  of  treatment, 
which  produced  a  cure  in  several  of  them.  Thus  was 
the  first  blow  struck ;  tbe  mental  therapeutics  estab* 
lished  1500  yeara  ago  by  Cmlius  Aurelianus  once  more 
triumphed;  bad  treatment,  corporal  violence,  was  for 
ever  laid  aside.  From  that  period  psychological  qnedi- 
cine,  varying  its  resources  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  disease,  restores,  to  themselves  to  their  families^ 
and  their  country,  one  half  of  those  placed  under 
care.  These  suggestions  were  soon  listened  to  in  this 
country,  and  great  effecta  were  made  to  modify  the 
abases  then  so  called,  and  to  improve  the  conditioa  of 
patients,  as  well  as  to  establish  better  principles  -  of 
treatmeat.  We  all  know  how  the  Society  of  Frienda 
came  forward  for  such  purposes,  but  the  only  reaaark 
I  will  make  here  is  that  it  was  not  a  love  of  cruelty 
that  institg^ted  the  mal-practicer,  but  erroceoos  aod 
ignorant  impressions. 

I  think  an  historical  sketch  of  the  almost  iDfinite 
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TariMiei  of  meiiUl  aMmiafkNi  it  tkn  irarktd  out, 
whkb  not  only  profvt  id  eoaneclioii  witli  the  vfVBti 
(tf  •Uttoiy,  Inrt  «lao  tke  inpoMlbiHtjr  of  cttabKtiifaig 
one  particvlar  mode  of  treatOMot  for  all  ctset  $  if 
BceSM  M  if  foor  periods  coald  be  dietinolly  aerked^*- 
tbe  Ikrtt,  where  the  diiieaae  was  preMmed  to  be  feat 
from  Heaveoy  either  m  a  pi/f  or  a  ptoMmeitt, 
in  the  latter  eaae  alone  a  enre  was  aolietted  by  the 
iBiaiiterB  of  the  religion;  the  aeeond,  where  the 
malady  is  referred  to  a  morbid  state  of  some  one  oii^ao, 
or  of  sireral  organs,  and  then  treated  by  eraciiantB;  the 
third,  where  it  is  attributed  to  some  mal^rolent  being, 
and  then  to  be  subdued  by  exorctssra  or  corporal 
▼iolenee ;  finally,  the  fourth,  in  wUeh  the  etiology  of 
the  dilKnrder,  better  established,  peroexres  the  more 
aeittible  opinion  of  the  second  period,  frees  itself  from 
the  foUy  and  nonsense  of  the  first  and  third,  and  so 
multiplies  its  eurattre  resources  that  the  general  fact  is 
BOW  established,  that  at  least  one  half  of  the  cases  of 
insanfty  admitted  into  public  or  private  institutioBS 
ar^  capable  of  care. 

This  is  surely  a  yaloable  result,  but  there  is  a  sum- 
mation  to  be  made.  Is  there  any  hope  of  perfect  cure 
to  be  obtained  ?  Is  there  any  probability  of  so  grierons, 
so  aiKcting  a  malady  being  extirpated  f  I  fear  not ;  it 
is  k  disorder  which  spares  neither  age,  nor  rank,  nor 
condUiony  nor  fortune ;  it  seems  interwoTen  with  the 
inMltttthylis  and  affections  of  dviliaed  society;  those 
who  are  the  snfferers  are  often  the  rtctims  of  the 
ingratitude,  of  the  perfidy,  of  the  injustice  of  their 
social  relations  and  business  in  the  present  active  com- 
munity of  the  worid.  Neither  must  we  be  permitted 
tolbrget  iu  hereditary  influence,  nor  the  Immediate 
inftuence  'of  our  own  passions,  desires,  and  fieellnga, 
erroneous  education,  ambitious  projects,  mortifying 
results,  and  on  the  other  side  }oyous  and  successfnl 
consequences.  All  these  act  with  eneigy  npon  the 
human  mind,  and  howerer  mysterious  the  union  of 
corporate  and  mental  capacity  may  be,  my  long  experi- 
ence produces  to  my  mind  this  deduction,— that  there 
is  not  a  faculty  or  propensity  given  for  man's  condition 
in' this  worid  that  may  not  become  deranged,  or  in 
other  words  diseased,  like  any  other  function. 

One  reason  of  the  especial  horror  with  which  mentel 
alienation  has  been  heretofore  contemplated,  may  be 
the  want  of  knowledge  of  Its  obvious  source  in  the 
physical  oiganisation.  Delirium,  as  a  consequence  of 
fever,  Is  a  temporary  mania,  and  howerer  painful  its 
manlfestotions  nmy  be,  there  seems  a  cause  to  which 
the  hallucination  may  be  referred,  and  its  departure 
expected  with  the  cessation  of  the  exciting^  cause  i 
but  hitherto,  in  mania,  properly  so  called,  there  has 
b^n  a  rendinest  to  put  a  kind  of  metaphyaieal  or 
mtM  constraetioB  npon  the  wholeseriet  of  diMrsming 
symptoms  by  which  It  is  eharacteriaed. 

'iidw,  however,  a  brighter  era  appearsb  Ae  morbid 
WBlfeitetioiM  aic  better  udentoody  the  nowlonr  ii 


reooBatmctedtititobserted  toobeyeertein  laws*  aa< 
experience  teaches  the  ptnetitioiicr  in  many  iastanci» 
to  be  aware  of*  eren  to  prediolt  the  form  .el  disiiMO 
that  will  occur,  and  in  a  large  proportklhi  j#f  rsq«nt 
cases*  «  cure  is  not  only  expected,  hot  generally  |^r«- 
foEmcd»  Much  improvement  in  the  departmeniof  the 
medical  treatment  has  taken  pUce,  the  routine  ^ttem 
of  bleeding  «ad  pnrging,  which  desoended  from  father 
to  soUf  aa  stated  in  a  committee  of  the  Honse  of  Com- 
mons, has  been  utterly  condemnedt  the  secret  re«edies» 
the  green  and  wht^^wders,  so  long  the  resouroe  of 
impudent  empiricism,  have  been  consipMd  to  oblanon* 
and  f  lataooal  practice*  louade4  on  rational  rie«%  of 
symptoms  as  they  present  themselves,  established. 

If  it  be  asked  what  there  la  that  we  have  to  treat  iiir 
insanity*  I  grant  the  question  is  a  diftcnli  one*  yet 
something  likeananawer  maybe  attempted,  Langnofn- 
is  not  alwaya  equal  fully  to  elucidate  our  ideas*  or  ixt 
other  woeds^  our  knowledge  may  not  be  eo  exact  as  to 
clothe  them  in  appropriate  terms.  I  think  this  is  onr 
great  diificnlty  here*  yet  I  apprehend*  that  in  the  rarione 
forme,of  insanity*  tim  cerebral  centre  is  in  a  state  of 
irritai^n.  We  all  know  how  hysteria  can  simulato* 
every  disorder  in  our  noeoltigy,  and  how  long  oignnn 
may  continue  to  be  affected,  even  to  a  most  suapicionv 

• 

degree  of  disofganixatioo*  yet  the  part  be  left  intact 
untainted*  perfisot  in  ita  work*  when  the  disease  1^ 
left  iti  nnd  in  this  way  I  think  much  of  the  history  of 
insaiiity  may  be  written*  for  irritetion  admitt  of  yacioue- 
actions  being  conjoined  with  it.  There  may  be  inflam^ 
matory  action  to  a  certain  degree*  congestion,  local 
disorder  of  nerves  yet  the  irritative  form  of  the  disease 
may  be  the  moit  hmptrtanip  progrm99  tUdma,  call 
various  sympathies  into  action*  and  finally*  leave  the- 
patient  to  a  happy  recovery. 

I  grant  also  entirely  with  Dr.  Good*  that  this 
diseaeed  state  may  be  a  secondary  affection*  dependents 
upon  a  morbid  condition  of  the  epigastric  or  some  other 
abdominal  oigan,— for  in  whatever  it  may  consisl«-and 
whatever  symptmha  may  arise,  It  is  not  till  the 
sensenom  is  by  degrees  associated  in  the  chain  ot 
unhealthy  action  that  the  stgna  of  insanity  are* 
nneqnivocal;  also  dyspeptic  and  other  abdominal 
symptoms  are  not  unlrequently  brought  on  by  n 
prevkrasly  diseased  state  of  the  mind*  and  it  is  hence 
peenHarly  difilcult*  and  perhaps*  In  some  cases*  alto- 
gether impoBsible*  to  detenntne*  where  we  are  not 
acq*lnted  with  the  incipient  aymptoms*  whether 
melaaeholy  or  hypochondriasis,  has  originated  in  the 
State  of  the  abdousinal  viseers*  or  of  the  craninm* 
Where,  however*  we  are  made  acquainted  with  the 
hislsrf  of  the  incipient  symptoms*  wehaveatolnfahle 
elne  to  guida  ns^  and  the  experienced  praetitieiiermay  • 
for  lh«  meal  paft  nfelsr  dedde*  that  tiw  r^ien  prinuK 
ruy  afiected  fi  m A  vIucb  •firrt  eviaeee  aMnnd  'Qfmp^ 
toms^and  banco  there  wOl  he  at  finla  dlftenl^  iA. 
•«l|iiiag  the  origin  of  bypocho&driim  to  a  morUdf 
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cooditioa  of  one  or  more  of  the  digestive  orgaaf ,  m  in 
refenriBf  tht  greater  numlwr  of  catei  of  mania  to  a 
primary  misafiectlon  of  the  brain  or  the  nerrea.  But  in 
-what  that  misaffection  com ists,  it  a  qnettion  that  hai 
nerer  been  settled  to  the  present  hoari  and  from  our 
total  anacqoaintance  with  the  n stare  of  the  connection 
•between  the  brain  and  the  mind,  never  wili  be  in  any 
'rery  satisfactory  manner ;  "  indeed,  it  seems  only  by 
the  curtailment  or  suspension  of  certain  functions,  by 
the  excess  of  others,  and  by  the  altered  balance  and 
connectioB  of  all,  that  a  sort  of  analysis  can  be 
obtained  of  the  natnre  of  mind,  which  its  waking  and 
healthy  acts  cannot  equally  afford  either  to  tndiridual 
consciovaness,  or  the  obsenrations  of  other5."-*-i>r. 
Hollmd.  ^  ^ 

I  therefore  most  conceive  that  he  Is  the  most  com- 
petent to  appreciate  the  nature*  and  peculiarities  of 
insanity,  and  the  best  qualified  to  attempt  its  dislodg- 
ment  from  the  bodily  organization,  who,  fully  assured 
that  more  or  less  of  physical  disorder  must  necessarily 
liave  place  in  mental  hallucination,  is  at  the  same  time 
aware  of  the  great  difference  between  mere  bodily 
disease,  and  the  attack  upon  the  nervous  centre  pro- 
ducing disease  of  the  understandiog,— that  the  dis-' 
tinction  of  the  different  kinds  of  insanity  is  a  matter 
•of  much  delicacy,  for  these  varieties  pass  into  each 
other  frequently  and  imperceptibly — that  there  are 
Ipronnds  for  supposing  no  sensations  wholly  new  are 
introduced  into  the  mind  of  a  patient  by  the  disease, 
or  that  the  immediate  operation  of  the  senses  'are 
perverted,  the  illusions 'being  principally  false  com- 
binations  of  former  ideas,  with  the  additional  per- 
suasion of  their  actual  existence,— and  who  has  candour 
and  intelligence  enough  not  to  form  one  particular  or 
one  exclusive  treatment  in  his  system  of  management. 


TBE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOOY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS  OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

(Fourth  Seriet  of  BjpperimetUol  JUfoarchet,)    . 
By  William  Addibon,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malvenb. 
[Continued  from  page  203.) 

Xn.        RB6I7LA.R,     IrRXOULAH,     RetROOBADB,   AND 

Abcxnoinq  Mbtamoi^pbosxs  in  thb  Textures 
OF  Plants. 

That  part  of  botany  which  treats  of  the  gradual 
4raiismntatioit  of  leaves  into  the  various  organs  of  a 
plants  which  shews  that  bractess  are  leaves  affected  by 
the  vicinity  of  the  fructification, — that  the  calyx  apd 
corolla  are  formed  by  the  adhesion  and  verticiliation  of. 
leaves, — that  the  filament  is  a  form  of  the  petiole,  mA 
the  antherof  the  lamina, — and,  finally,  that  the  ovaQimi 
itself  is  a  convolute  leaf,  is  called  morphology. 

This  doctrine  seems  to  have  origini^ted  with  LinoKis, 
was  deeply  entered  «poB  by  the  cetebraMd  Ooeihej  has 
iieen  onivcmlly  adopted  in  .Gctrmany«  and  been  since 


received  in  France  and  finglaod  by  most  of  tte 
botanists  of  the  present  day. 

The  first  idea  of  the  subject  appeared  in  the  seeonA 
volume  of  the  tenth  edition  of  the  S^Hema  Naiurmim 
1759,  and  in  1760  the  propoaitions  were  sustained  by 
Linnttus,  in  a  thesis  prepared  in  the  name  of  his  plipil 
Ullmark,  and  called  the  Protqm^  Pkmtarum, 

It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  enlarge  upott 
botanical  facts,  about  which  there  is  no  question,  or 
upon  principles  regarding  the  r^ffutar  metamorpkomo 
of  plants,  which  have  been  firmly  established. 

**  There  is  not  only,"  says  Dr.  Lindley,  '*a  ooa« 
tinuous  uninterrupted  passage  from  leaves  to  tht 
bractesi,  from  bractess  to  calyx,  from  calyx  to  corolla* 
from  corolla  to  stamens,  and  firom  stamens  to  pistillomy 
from  which  circumstance  alone  the  origin  of  all  tfiese 
organs  might  have  been  referred  to  the  leaves ;  bat 
there  is  also  a  continued  tendency  on  the  part  eff 
every  one  of  them  to  revert  to  the  green  parenchy- 
matous texture,  and  even  to  the  form  of  the  leaf." 
Examples  of  irreguUtr  metamorphoiit  of  some  part 
or  other  of  vegetable  structures,  are  innumerable. 
Roots  snd  tubers  undergo  a  vast  variety  of  changes^ 
chiefly  the  effects  of  domestication.  The  celery,  the 
root  of  which  is  fibrous  when  wild,  produces  under 
domestication  a  fleshy  round  root  like  that  of  a 
turnip,  known  in  gardens  by  the  name  of  celeriac. 
In  short,  stem,  leaves,  flowers,  and  fruit,  exhibit  a 
thousand  irregular  metamorphose^'  for  interesting 
examples  of  which,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Professor 
Liodley*s  "  Introduction  to  Botany." 

Examples  of  a  retrograde  metamorphosis  are  almost 
equally  numerous.  *'  In  the  monster  Mvseari  mom* 
strosum,  a  small  cluster  of  branches,  covered  with 
minute  imbricated  coloured  bractess,  is  produced  in 
lieu  of  each  Rower.  Here  all  parts  of  the  fructifica- 
tion, instead  of  remaioiag  at  rest  to  perform  ttieir 
Tunctions,  are  attempting,  but  in  vain,  to  become 
organs  of  vegetation ;  or  in  other  words,  to  assume 
Uiat  state  from  which,  for  the  purposes  of  perpetuating 
the  species,  they  had  been  metamorphosed  by  nature.*' 
The  general  resemblance  of  the  calyx  to  the  ordinary 
leaves  of  vegetation  is  well-known;  its  green  colour 
and  tendency  to  revert  into  as  many  leaves  as  it  eon- 
eists  of  divisions,  especially  in  double  roses,  is  so 
notorious,  that  it  need  not  be  insisted  on.  In  tho 
cowslip  and  polyanthus,  the  calyx  is  frequently  formed 
of  five  perfect  leaves,  in  no  respect  different  from  the 
oiliers,  except  in  being  a  little  amaller.  Several 
instances  have  been  observed  in  which  petals  have 
reverted  to  the  state  of  leaves.  In  a  CampakuUt 
BapHnctUuSf  seen  by  R5per,  the  corolla  had  become 
fine  green  leaves  like  those  of  the  calyx;  the  same 
was  found  in  an  individual,  of  Vtrbaseumpyramidatvm^ 
described  by  Du  Petit  Tbouars.  Proliferous  floweiv 
of  Uenm  and  Rosa,  in  which  the  peUls  were  converteil 
into  leavesy  are  addticed  by  iauoisaa. 
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Thai  the  astben  are  alteratioDS  of  the  maifina  of 
fetala  there  ia  no  difficulty  in  demonitratiDg.  lo 
Ifymph4ta  the  passage  from  the  one  to  the  other  may 
he  distinctly  traced.  In  double  roses  and  camellia's 
the  precise  nature  of  a  retrograde  metamorphosis  is 
shown  in  a  very  inatructiTe  way.  If  any  double  rose 
be  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  filamenU  of  those 
Btameus  which  are  next  the  petals  are  expanded  and 
coloured  like  the  petals  \  and  sometimes  the  perfect 
lobe  of  an  anther  will  be  found  on  one  side  of  an 
abnormal  petal,  and  the  imperfect  remains  of  another 
on  the  opposite  side,  proring  that  the  unnatural  excess 
of  petals  has,  in  these  cases,  been  produced  by  a 
retrograde  morphology  of  the  stamens.  The  conrer- 
aion  or  retrogradation  of  stamens  into  green  leases 
ia  more  uncommon,  it  was  seen  by  ROper  in  the 
Camptamla  RapwMuka  already  referred  to,  and  Du 
Petit  Thouars  found  the  stamens  of  Brouiea  Napttt 
coBvertad  into  branches,  bearing  leaves. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find  the  pistil 
conTerted  either  into  petals  or  into  green  leaves.  lu 
change  into  petals  is  to  be  found  in  numerous  double 
lowers,  as  for  example,— double  Narcisti,  HWitetuRota- 
iinentis,  wall-fiowers,  ranunculuses,  saxifrages,  and 
others.  Nothing  again  is  more  common  among  roses 
than  to  find  the  ovaria  converted  Into,  perfect  leaves, 
and  the  same  fact  is  often  met  with  in  the  double 
cherry.*         « 

There  are   also  many  instances  among  planta  4n 
f^ich  organs  advance  beyond  their  natural  stage  of  - 
Xietamorphoais,  attaining  a  higher,  as  well  as  falling 
back  into  a  lower,  type. 

In  the  tulip  a  bractea  is  occasionally  present  upon 
the  scape,  a  little  below  the  flower,  partaking  of  the 
nature  both  of  the  leaf  and  the  petal.  In  Aquilegiu 
migarii  the  petals  consist  of  a  long  sessile  purple  horn, 
with  spreading  margin,  while  the  stamens  consist  of  a 
•lender  filament,  bearing  a  small  oblong  yellow  anther; 
in  regularly  formed  flowers,  nothing  can  be  more 
vnlike  than  the  petals  and  stamens,  but  in  some  Of  the 
double  flowers  the  homed  petals  are  changed  into 
itamens.  Several  instances  are  known  of  ovula  being 
borne  by  the  stamens ;  it  occurs  continually  in  iSlM^per- 
vimiM  teetomm,  and  Dr.  Lindley  has  seen  it  in  the 
double  Barbadoes  lily,  and  the  wall- flower.  There  is, 
therefore,  aa  he  observes,  "  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
the  theory  of  morphology  which  is  now  universally 
adopted  by  all  philosophical  botanisU."t 

It  is  well  known  that  gardeners,  if  they  wish  lo 
have  double  flowers, — flowers  whose  pistils  Yuan 
changed  to  petalty  or  whose  stamens  have  nndevgoiie 
the  same  retrograde  change,  save  the  seed,  (the  few 
at  least  that  may  chance  be  formed  in  the  ovaria  of 
the  double  flower,)  or  they  select  the  seed  of  a  mote 

*  The  year  184S  was  rewaikable  for  a  total  abseaee  of 
Uackberrles,  there  was  hardly  a  fhiited  hush  to  be  seen, 
and  ea  examtaing  the  reason  It  was  ftsmd  that  all  the  pis* 
*  Us  we  It  Miaaorphotcd  Uto  *racir«. 


perfect  individual,  growing  nearest  to  the  one  whoar 
retrograde  changes  they  wish  to  perpetuate.  Experience- 
l^ls  them  in  the  latter  case,  that  they  will  be  morr 
likely  to  succeed  in  their  wish  to  obtain  a  donhlo 
flower,  than  if  they  chose  another  plant,  growing 
under  the  same  external  conditiona  of  soil,  light,  heat». 
and  moisture,  a  few  yards  off.  Hence  firom  this  and 
many  other  similar  facts,  it  appears  that  there  ia  an 
original  inherent  ditpoeHion  imparted  from  the  parent 
plant  to  the  seed,  in  virtue  of  which  alone,  independ« 
ently  of  external  conditions,  the  young  structure  will 
exhibit  the  same  morphological  aberrations  as  those 
which  existed  in  the  stock  from  which  the  embryo- 
sprang. 

"  It  is  probable,"  says  Dr.  Lindley,  "  that  aU  pUnt» 
have  a  particular  range,  (in  some  cases  more  extended 
than  in  others,)  to  which  they  are  best  soiled,  in 
consequence  of  their  constitntional  peculiarities,  t 
which  become  visible  by  the  effect  produced  from  n 
change  of  situation,  although  not  otherwise  appreciable. 
The  two  great  external  agenU  by  which  they  are 
affected,  that  is  to  say,  soil  and  atmosphere^  will,  in 
iheir  natural  situationa,  be  nearly  uniform;  and  aa 
long  as  this  uniformity  of  the  conditions  under  whicli 
they  exist  continues,  their  structure  will  remidn 
unchanged;  but  let  an  alteration  take  place,— their 
atmosphere,  for  instance,  change  from  that  of  the 
valley  to  that  of  the  mountain,— the  soil  from  allavial 
deposit  to  chalk  or  slate,  and  the  mean  temperature 
under  which  they  are  found  fall  aeveral  degrees;  or 
remove  a  plant  from  ite  native  spot,  and  cultivate  It 
in  the  rich  soil  of  a  garden,  thus  submitting  it  to 
what  may  be  called  domestication.  Under  such 
circumstances,  an  alteration  will  be  produced  in  the 
structure  of  the  plant,  which  will  become  manifest 
by  external  characters.  This  is  what  ia  called  irregular 
metamorphosis.  We  are  ignorant  of  the  specific 
causes  by  which  the  metamorphosis  is  effected,  but 
we  know  that  it  ia  the  leafy  texture,  and  the  secreted 
matter,  or  proper  Juices,  of  the  plant,  which  chiefly 
manifest  their  sensibility  of  change."  § 

It  is  evident  theuj  that  there  are  two  conditions 
0|)erating  in  the  irregular  or  retrograde  metamorpboaee 
of  plants, — the  one  a  conatitutional  peculiarity  or 
inherent  disposition,  derived  from  parent  to  oibprinf  ^ 
the  other,  unfavourable  external  conditiona.  The  former 
or  constitntional  disposition  may  prevail  over  the 
most  favourable  external  conditions,  and  the  latter^ 
the  external  conditions,  may  modify  the  morphoJogy 
of  the  most  perfect  embryo,  and  cause  a  dsgradatioa 
of  ite  textures.  Either  of  these  evento  would  be 
productive  of  abnormal  form  and  qualities  that 
i^  of  diseased  atmcture. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  farther  consideration  of 

t  See  Undley*s  <*  latiedaoUon  to  Botaayi**  Bock  vIL- 
Ed.  1839. 

t  laherent  disposttlen. 
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the  pbeaooieiui  whidi  ezemptifj^r  and  appear  ta  me 
tatisfactorUy  to  prove,  the  existence  and  operation  of 
ankMrphological  law  in  animal  teztnrea,  let  me  recapitu- 
late the  points  vhicb  are  settled  and  established  with 
regard  to  plmits^— 

1.  Jfaynler  tmimmvpkmk  U  Ibe  proeess  by  whieb 
the  type,  texture,  and  form,  estabUsbed  by  Nature  for 
tbespecies,  are  perfected,  and  banded  down  from  parent 
to  offspring  without  ftmlt,  deriation,  or  change.  It  is 
the  ultimate  fact  of  liring  structure.  Why  is  it  tbat 
there  is  one  form,  one  colour,  and  one  property  in  one 
partof  aplant,  and  others  in  another,  &c.  ?  We  do 
not  know,  all  we  hare  to  do  is  to  study  the  normal  form 
and  quality  of  erery  portion  of  the  structure  of  tb^ 
individiial  during  the  morphology,  so  tbat  we  may  learn 
Ibe  order  of  Nature^  and  thereby  estimate  the  kind  and 
natim  of  obaemd  changes. 

2.  hre^uUr  meimnorpkoiis  occurs  wben  parts  are 
checked  or  stunted  in  their  growth,  or  when  they 
become  unusually  exuberant.  The  structural  elements 
«re  uucbanged,  but  there  is  some  deficiency  or  excess. 
Leaves  and  fruit  undergo  manifold  changes  of  this 
kind,  the  more  observed  because  the  gardener  promotfs 
and  fosters  tbe  irregularity.  By  ao  irregular  meta- 
morpboeiB  leaves  betome  more  sncealeut  and  roll 
inwards,  forming  what  is  called  a  heart,  as  in  tbe 
cabbage  and  tbe  lettuce.  If  tbe  green  parencbymaiotts 
texture  be  exuberant,  and  extend  more  rapidly  than  tbe 
veins  and  margins,  they  pucker ;  and  if  tbe  parenchyma 
and  margin  Are  together  in  excess,  then  the  leaf  is 
copiously  and  curiously  curled,  as  in  cress,  savor}*, 
endive,  dec,  &c. 

3.  lUiroffrademeiamorphoM  occurs  when  the  texture 
and  form  of  a  part  are  completely  changed,  wben  later- 
fornoed  organs  assume  tbe  structural  elements  of  lower 
or  preeediog  ones,  beyond  whicbi  in  tbe  natural  course 
of  tbings,  tfaey  oogbi  to  go. 

4.  AKendmg  metitmorphoM  is  tbe  term  applied  to 
parts  tbat  do  not  observe  tbe  limits  of,  but'pass  above 
or  beyond,  tbe  natural  type,— as  when  tbe  sepals  of  the 
calyx  assume  the  colour  and  textures  of  a  petal,— 
when  petals  assume  the  form  and  function  of  stamens, — 
«r  wben  stamens  bear  ovaries. 

5.  Tbat  tbe  causes  or  conditions  operating  in  these 
flUHrpbologieal  phenomena  are  two-foklt--exterBal  oon* 
dltioM»  and  the  inherent  diapoaition. 


'     EXTRACTS  :FR0M   AN  BSSAY   ON 
PERICARDITIS. 

By  M.  M.  de  Bartolomb,  M.D.  [ 

(Read  before  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society,  Febnia|7 

18th,  1847.) 

Pericarditis  Is  generally  defined  by  authors  "An 

inflammation    of  tbe  serous  membrane    Ihiing   tbe 

pericardium,  and  covering  the  external  surftice  el  tbe 

lieart.''    This  definltionjis,  I  think,  iosuflcient ;  for  the 


frequency  of  this  affection  consequent  upon,  or  COU" 
comitant  with,  rheumatism,  sufficiently  shows  these 
diseases  to  be  somewhat  analogous,  and  that,  very 
probably,  pericarditis  generally,  if  not  always,  first 
attacks  tbe  fibrous  pericardium,  although  firom  the 
intimate  connection  existing  between  tbe  two  layers 
of  which  tbe  pericardium  is  composed,  the  inflammation 
quickly  extends  to  tbe  serous  membrane.  Corvisart, 
whose  description  of  the  disease  almost  all  succeeding 
authors  seem  to  have  followed,  pertinently  enough 
enquiiea,  "  Why  tbe  fibrous  pericardium  should  not» 
like  all  other  solids  of  a  similar  structure  in  tbe  body, 
be  tbe  seat  of  inflammation  ?"  Analogy,  and  I  may 
venture  to  add,  facts  also,  lead  to  tbe  conclusion*  that 
in  very  many  instances,  Hbe  inflammation  does  begin  in 
the  fibrous  pericardium.  Many  of  the  causes  of  pericar- 
ditis are  such  as  produce  rheumatism,  and  still  more 
frequently  rheuuMtism  itself  is  the  only  assignable 
cause.  Pericarditis  often  oocurs  u  a  vicarious  affection 
on  tbe  disappearanoe  of  rheumatism  j  at  other  times 
the  two  diseases  coexist. 

As  rheumatism  undoubtedly  is  the  most  frequent 
source  of  pericarditis,  as  it  is  essentially  a  disease  of 
tbe  white  fibrous  tissue,  and  as  the  synovial  membranes 
of  the  joints  become  affected  by  it  secondarily  only, 
it  is  very  probable,  I  think,  that  the  fibrous  pericardium 
being  a  membrane  of  the  white  fibrous  structure,  is 
the  primary  seat  of  tbe  inflammation,  and  that  the 
serous  pericardium  becomes  affectedt  in  tbe  majority 
of  instances,  secondarily  only.  Laennec  relates  aa 
example,  which  I  think  incontestably  proves  this  to  be 
sometimes  the  case,  in  which  be  found  tbe  heart 
enclosed  in  a  bony  case»  which  sent  processes  into  the 
substance  of  tbe  heart,  even  to  its  very  cavities ;  and 
he  satisfied  himself  by  dissection,  that  it  was  developed 
between  th<  serous  and  the  fibrous  layers  of  the 
pericardium.  Other  strong  proofs  of  the  analogy  of 
pericarditis  and  rheumatism  may  be  founds  in  the 
pulse  of  incipient  pericarditis  being  generally  tbe 
loose  throbbing  pulse  of  acute  rheumatism,  rather 
than  the  hard  and  tense  pulse  of  inflammation  of  >he 
serous  membranes  \  and  in  tbe  two  diseases  requiring 
very  nearly  tbe  same  treatment. 

In  rheumatism,  general  blood-letting  to  any  extent 
is  deprecated  by  many  authors,  as  tending  to  induce 
a  chronic  form  of  the  disease,  or  even  pericarditia 
itself,  as  is  believed  by  Drs.  Fordyce  and  Alison, 
whilst  local  abstraction  of  blood  is  freely  used.  The 
early  symptoms  of  pericarditis  must  be  promptly  met 
by  local  bleeding  and  counter-irritation ;  but  venesec« 
tton>  to  any  amount,  is  rarely  admissible.  Indeed,  it 
was  thought  by  Corvisart,  that  blood  taken  from  the 
region  of  the  heart  was  more  efficacious  than  when 
drawn  from  tbe  general  system. 

Acute  rheumatism  generally  attacks  the  young  and 
v%ocons,  so  does  pericarditis;  though  tbe  latter 
disease  sometimes  attacks  children  under  the  sge  at 
which  they  would  be  liable  to  suffer  from  the  former ; 
and  patients  suffering  from  either,  are  Jiable  to  a 
recurrence  of  the  disease,  and  are  particulariy  exposed 
to  suffer  from  pericarditis  if  previous  attacks  of 
rbeomatism  should  have  been  treated  by  copiow 
depletion. 
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Tk«  most  conmoB  cwiaet  of  periairditii  bctidei 
rbcQOMaisBiy  art  blow*  or  exe^adiB  prtttnre  on  tbe 
praeordial  Mgioiit  in&uiiBiAtioB  propagAled  aloof  the 
loBgt  or  ploorfti  cheeked  perBptratioOt  cold,  the  abnae ' 
of  ^nritooiia  liqoon,  and  the  ezaathemau. 

Mortid  iliM/oMy.-*  After  the  inflammation  haa 
attathed  the  eeraoi  perieanlinm,  the  nM>rbid  alterationa 
It  prodneea  nay  be  deaotibed  aceording  to  the  four 
following  heada  :*»Redne8a  and  vaacvlaritjr  of  the 
anembranc ;  effnaioo ;  fonnation  of  falae  membranea ; 
and  their  conrerrion  into  oellnlar  tiaaoe,  fibro-cartUage, 
bone,  &o.  But  I  mntl  confeM  that  I  am  at  a  loei 
how  to  deacribe  what  I  conaider  to  be  the  fkrit  itage 
0f  the  diieaae— namely,  that  in  whieh  the  fibrous 
pcrtcardinm  akme  ia  aflTeeted ;  for,  as  the  ftbront  tiasue 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jointa  doea  not  preaent  after 
rhenmatiam  any  pathological  appearaaeea^  except  In 
a  few  protracted  and  rery  aarere  cases,  we  cannot 
eipect  tofind  any  morbid  alterations  in  the  perieardinm 
when  the  disease  haa  esisted  in  its  fibrous  layer  only. 
Thus  it  happens,  as  Laennec  assares  us,  that  in  many 
insunces  he  could  find  no  trace*  whaterer  of  the 
disease,  although  from  the  symptoms  which  had 
characterlced  it,  he  was  persoaded  that  it  had  been 
the  only  cause  of  tbe  patientTs  dissolution.  In  all 
such'  cases,  I  am  couTinced  that  the  inflammation  had 
existed  only  in  the  fibrous  pericardium,  and  had 
produced  ita  fatal  efftetM  by  the  impediment  which 
it  must  hsTe  offered  to  the  free  action  of  the  heart 
The  case  already  aHaded  to  as  described  by  Laennec, 
seems  dearly  to  hare  been  one  of  this  description. 

Tbe  redness  orer  the  pericardium  is  seldom  uniform; 
sometimes  it  assumes  an  arborescent  appearance,  but 
jnoat  commonly  shows  itself  in  small  patches,  or  in 
dots,  alternating  with  the  natural  colour  of  the 
membrane.  This  alteration  of  colour  is  not  inrariably 
present  after  pericarditis,  for  Laennec  found  in  some 
cases,  that  although  the  symptoms. during  life,  and 
the  thickness  of  the  false  membrane*,  indicated  the 
inflammatioB  lo  hafe  been  very  severe,  yet  on  tbe 
most  attentive  examination,  he  could  discover  no 
redness  whatever.  Although  some  have  asserted  that 
the  redness  may  have  disappeared  after  death,  aa  it 
does  ftom  the  snrfiice  of  persons  who  have  died  of 
erysipelas,  yet  I  think  that  the  experiments  of  M. 
Scontteten*  go  far  to  prove  that  inflammation  of  a 
serous  membrane  will  invariably  exhibit  increased 
redness  after  death. 

The  effect  of  inflammation  in  almost  all  textures 
of  the  body,  is  the  effusion  or  exudation  of  a  particular 
morbid  secretion.  In  pericarditis  it  generally  consists 
•f  eoagnlable  lymph,  accompanied  by  more  or  less 
•ernm.  When  only  lymph  and  semm  are  effused,  the 
latter  sometimes  exceeds  the  former  in  quanti^.  The 
effused  lymph  forms  a  membranoua  covering,  more 
or  less  perfect,  on  the  surface  of  the  pericardium,  and 
according  to  Laennec,  rarely  presents  the  equable 
aniface  peculiar  to  the  membranes  formed  during 
pleurisy,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  is  pitted,  mammillated, 
and^reugh.  The  pericardium,  whatever  changes  may 
he^goiag  on  within  it,  is  very  rarely  thickened,  the 


false  membranes  having  been  aometimes,  according- 
to  Dr.  Hope  and  M.  Bouillaud,  confounded  with 
thickening  of  tbe  pericardium  itself. 


•  <•  Areh.  Oea.  de  M^dccloe; 


It 


DuyiiMis.— The  diagnosis  is  not  alwaya  eaay.  Tli»- 
diaeaee  haa  been  mistaken  by  aome  of  the  hiat 
pmotitiooerB  for  affectiona  of  other  oifa«8»  which^ 
on  dissection,  have  been  found  perfectly  healthy.. 
Laennec  amurea  us  that  he  often  found  on  dissection 
all  the  evidences  of  the  existence  of  pericarditis,  wInuif 
nothing  had  occurred  during  the  life  of  tbe  patient 
to  excite  the  slightest  suspicion  that  such  a  disease- 
was  present :  and  again,  that  frequently  he  could  find 
no  trace  whatever  of  the  disease,  when  he  waa  sure 
that  it  had  been  the  only  cause  of  the  patient's  dissolo-^ 
tion ;  and  he  observes  that  pericarditis  is  a  disorder^. 
the  existence  of  which,  during  the  life  of  the  palieBt» 
tbe  most  able  physicians  rather  guess  at  thanreoog nine.. 
Or.  Latham  mentions  two  cases  in  which  the  diaeaae 
was  mistaken  for  disease  of  the  braiuy  and  treated 
accordingly,  but  dissection  proved  them  to  have  been> 
cases  of  pericarditis.  Andral  and  Corrisart  mention 
two  similar  cases ;  tbe  latter  was  of  opinion  that  the 
cases  where  diagnosis  was  most  obscare,  were  always 
oo0|if1lcated  with  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  or  some  other 
disease  of  the  thoracic  viscera. 

In  opposition  to  this  statement  may  be  quoted' 
Laennec,  who  sayi  that  tbe  moet  complete  latent  affec- 
tions he  has  met  with,  were  in  patients  whose  thoracic* 
viscera  were  in  other  respects  quite  sounds  and  who- 
had'died  of  disease  of  the  abdomen. 

The  pulse  at  the  commencement,  that  is,  when  the- 
fibroos  membrane  alone  is  affected,'  will  generally  bo- 
found  to  be  that  of  acute  rheumatism,  but  will  vary  in 
proportion  as  the  serous  membrane  becomes  affected  ;. 
and  it  is  owing  to  this  that  the  pulse  of  pericardltia  is 
so  different  in  different  subjects,  and  so  variable 
throngbout  the  course  of  any  particuhir  caae.  We- 
cannot  therefore  form  our  diagnosis  by  the  poise  al0Be» 
aa  it  may  derive  its  particular  character  in  some 
caaes  not  so  much  from  the  affection  oi  the  pericar« 
dium,  as  from  rheumatism  in  other  parte  of  the  body 
on  the  one  hand,  or  from  inflammation  of  some  other* 
eerona  membrane  on  the  other.  _ 

All  authors  seem  to  agree  that  the  most  unequivocal^ 
aign  is  the  presence  of  pain  over  the  region  of  the 
heart,  particularly  if  aggravated  by  pressure,  In  what- 
ever way  excited,-HRrbether  by  ftill  inspirationa,  change 
of  posidon,  or  artificially.  This  latter  eirenmstance 
has  been  known  to  aggravate  it  ao  intensely  as  to  hnvo 
cauaed  a  fit  of  syncope.  **  Tbe  pain,*'  saya  Dr.  Hughes^ 
"  which,  according  to  my  experience,  is  a'  constant, 
attendant  upon  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the  pericar-. 
dium,  is  falriyexplieable  bythe  inflammatory  ifccn- 
matic  affection  of  the  fibtona  ezteraal  covering  to  the 
serous  membrane,  the  fibrous  tiasoe  beiqg  thn  natural 
seat  of  rhenmatiam,  of  which  pain  ia  the  moat  common^ 
if  nM  the  universal,  symptom." 

It  is  frequently  difficult  to  form  a  correct  diagnoeia 
of  this  disease.  Inflammation  of  some  other  thorscie 
viscns  may  be  readily  nkistaken  for  it ;  and  by  pressore, 
should  it  be  applied,  we  shall  excite  pain,  whether  the 
heart  or  some  other  organ   within  the  carity  oi 
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tlM  ehert  be  affeeteiL  Shoald  tUs  be  the  cue  we 
meet  mtdnlj  tnisl  to  the  ifniptone  elietted  by 
^mevitetieB  and  pereonkw,  whieh  in  the  geneniity  of 
•caeeivillheeiHIicieBttogfaideiu;  betinOTioe^jieme 
<«eeee  of  |icriceniitii»  we  bete  only  negatife  lynptoaM 
to  }ndge  by.  end  theo  we  eittsl  decide  of  the  iMlkne  of 
the  ease  by  the  abtence  of  nich  tymptoiM  aa  eharac- 
iMlM  dieriae  of  other  thoimcie  vuceiB,  as  for  enmple, 
imeeeBoniat  ple«riey»  &c* 

The  iaflammetioit  may  be  said  to  be  on  the  decline 
when  the  fixed  pain,  if  there  ahonld  bare  been  any, 
degenerates  into  diffused  uneasiness,  and  the  pecnltar 
'vehemenee  of  the  heart's  action  gradually  becouiBs  the 
beat  of  merely  accelerated  circulation ;  but  not  until 
all  the  symptoms  have  sitogetber  disappearsd  bsn  we 
eay  that  the  inflammation  has  terminated.  *£^n 
when  they  bsTe  entirely  ceased,  the  patient  is  not  for 
a  long  time  safe  against  their  recurrence,  as  they  very 
often  return  when  the  patient  resumes  his  original 
avocations.  When  the  motions  and  sounds  of  the. 
heart  do  not  entirely  regain  their  healthy  sUndard,  we 
may  reasonably  suspect  that  adhesions  and  lymph  still 
vmain* 

PAytice/ jSt>fis.— The  impulse  of  the  heart  is  greatly 
increased,  sometimes 'to  such  a  degree  as  to  be  peraep- 
tible  to  the  bysunders;  it  is  generally  abrupt  and 
irregular.  Whenever  there  is  a  contraction  of  the  heart 
stronger  than  common,  the  jerking  is  immediately 
felt  along  the  arteries.  It  is  this  that  distinguishes 
4he  pericarditic  pulse  from  that  produced  by  merely 
accelerated  circnlation.  This  jerking  sometimes. fe- 
main%for  months  after  the  inflammation  has  eeased. 
Dr.  Latham  limits  the  existence  of  the  bruit  di  tmr  to 
rheumatic  pericarditis,  but  I  think  with  Dr.  Hope, 
that  it  is  present  in  every  form  of  the  disease,  except 
when  the  action  of  the  heart  is  feeble.  The  condition 
which  I  think  necessary  for  the  production  of  the 
irvii  d$  itnffflet,  whether  in  the  healthy  or  diseased 
iieart,  is  that  the  valves  shall  bear  a  lander  proportion 
than  natural,  to  the  orifices  whieh  they  close ;  or,  in 
other  words,  to  some  impediment  to  the  flowing  current 
of  blood.  Thus  in  endocarditis,  affetting  the  valves 
-ever  so  slightly,  the  bruit  is  produced,  whether -the 
^valves  be  simply  inflltrated  or  studded  with  vegetations. 

The  san:e  explanation  may  be  offered  to  aeeoiint  for 
4he  production  of  the  brmt  de  9cmgM  aller  the  leas  of 
«  large  quantity  of  blood— ris^  that  the  fotve  of  the 
«trenlation  and  the  quantity  of  eircnkting  flnid  being 
diminished,  the  capacity  of  the  arterial  tube,  and 
^indeed  of  the  circuhitiug  system  at  large,  beeomes 
idlalniahed,  to  adopt  itself  to  the  dtotanding  forte,  and 
•Ifae  orifieee  contracting  also,  cause  the  eubstanee  of  the 
valves  to  fill  up  a  larger  propertioo  of  the  area.than 
iiatand,  and  to  produce  the  brultt  Just  In  the  same 
way  aa  if  they  were  diseased* 

We  ean  easily  satisfy  ourselves  of  the  tmlh  >of  this 
asesrflon.  by  projectlag  a  column  of  Md  Ihtough  e 
piece  of  inteetine  or  a  dead  artery,  aad  epplyieg  the 
etelhoeeope  over  any  point  of  ir.  When  w<e  liold 
the  lastruflMnt  lightly  no  bruit  is  heard,  beg  the 
■MMent  that  we  indent  the  vessel  it  is  produced, 
^dieliMt  in  proportion  to  tfaeprsssure  employed. 


Dr.  Alison*  does  not  attach  much  ittportance  to 
the.cnegiismtn#  in  euir^  Urn  he -says  thft  in  men? 
instances  the  diseese  runs  ite  whole  course  withput 
this  siga  beiag  present,  and  in  a  few.easest  some  of 
them  well  marked  in  every  othclr  respeett  which.  I^ve 
come  under  ray  notice»  I  have  not  been  able :  to 
detect  it^  though  I  hare  attentively  watched  for  it. 

TVM/msn/.— The  list  of  remedies  which  can  be 
employed  for  the  cure  oi  pericarditis  with  decided 
advantage  is  rather  limited.  The  abstraction  of  blood 
is  generally  ranked  foremost  by  almost  all  authors.  ' 
and  of  the  different  modes  of  accomplishing  it  vene« 
section  seems  to  be  preferred ;  yet  \  think  that  this 
mode  of  abstracting  blood  is  far  from  being  absolutely, 
necessaiy,  and  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  topical 
bleeding  is  preferable,— first,  because  it  answers  the 
same  purpose  as  general  blood-letting;  and  secondly, 
because  it  doee  not  produce  that  -distressing  debility 
which  seldom  fails  to  follow  venesection  to  any  amount, 
and  becense  it  doee  not  excite  that  reaction,  so  preju- 
dicial when  the  lining  membranee  of  the  cavities  of  the 
heart,  and  particularly  the  vahes,  are  aflteted.  Our 
prinsary  okject  must  be  to  allay  nndne  excitement  oC 
the  heart;  and  general  blood-letting  has  a  greater 
tendency  than  topical  bleeding  to  excite  nerv6us 
irritability,  which  in  itself  is  a  ce.use  of  hypertrophy  of 
that  organ. 

That  genei%l  -bleeding  is  not  sAisolntely  necessary, 
and  that  provided  blood  be  abstmoled  the  eirects\are 
the  seme  in  whatever  way  accomplished,  is  beautifully 
proved  by  a  ease  related  by  Ceevisart*  The  patient, 
a  woman  of  middle  age,  wna  attached  by  very  severe 
symptoms  of  perioarditis.  which  were  completely 
arrested  on  the  third  day,  by  the  appearance  of  the  , 
menatnal  discharge,  and'  although  it  waa  untfSually 
scanty  and  lasted  only  three  days,  (instead  of  nine, 
the  usual  period  with  this  woman.)  yet  it  was  sufficient 
to  stop  the  progress  of  the  diseeee  and  to  keep  it 
stationary. 

That  topical  bleeding  by  itself  Is  often  sufficient,  is 
dearly  shown  by  Dr.  Hope,  who  assurea  us  that  he 
hss  seen  a  single,  prompt,  and  abundant  application  of 
leeches,  or  a  cupping,  at  once  aobdue  every  formidable 
symptom.  Dr.  Alison  says,  that  in  rhenmatic  pericar- 
ditis genecal  blood-lettiag  is  not  advisable,  but  ^bat 
the  repeated  use  of  local  blood-letting  is  most  beneficial  i 
**  My  reeulte  of  this  practice."  he  says.  '*  have  been 
mucAi  more  successful  than  those  of  any  other."  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  I  would  In  no  case  employ 
general  blood-letting,  but  merely  that  I  would  not 
do  so  on  every  occasion;  for.  unless  the  symptoms 
are  very  oigent,  I  consider  topical  bleeding  preferable. 
In  cases  where  they  are  pressing  I  would  bleed,  thougk 
not  to  a  large  extent  at  first,  and  then  trust  entirely 
in  patients  of  strong  and  plethoric  temperament,  to 
cupping,  and  in  those  of  weak  and  debilitated  yo&« 
atitutiona,  to  leeches.  Cupping,  where  practicable,  I 
consider  preferable  to  leeches,  because  we  can  absfract 
a  greater  quantity  of  blood  in  a  less  space  of  time* 
If  the  pain  and  the  heart's  immoderate  ection  are^  not 
subdued  by  the  first  topical  bleeding,  it  should  be 
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repeated!  bat  eonetees,  a>  whmdf  euted,  tocli 
repetidoa  is  attaeceMeir*  When  there  is  pein  at  the 
epigastrium,  and  other  aigns  of  gastrk  irritatioB,  I 
vonld  recomnend  the  applieatioa  of  leeehcs  to  the 
part,  taking  care  to  encourage  the  bleeding  by  warm 
fomcntatioos  and  light  poultices.  Next  to  bleeding 
I  would  rank  severe  counter-irritation.  Colchicum, 
digitalis,  and  antimonials,  I  have  repeatcdijr  employed 
with  great  advantage.  The  observation  applies  like- 
wise to  mercury. 

When  the  disease  recurs  it  generally  has  not  the 
same  intensity,  and  is,  I  think,  mo^  under  the  power 
of  medicine ;  we  should  now  abstain  from  employing 
the  same  active  treatment  as  duriog  the  first  attack, 
and  should  content  ourselves  with  combating  the 
iaflaaunation  by  the  moderate  use  of  topical  bleeding 
and  eottttter-irritatioD. 


ON  SIMPLE  ACUTK  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 
MEMBRANES  OF  THE  BRAIN  IN  INFANTS. 

By  Dr.  Rillibt,  of  Geneva. 

{  TrMUlaitd/vr  the  Provineiol  Medical  end  Surgieal  Journal.) 

{Continued  from  page  181. J 

lY.  Obkbeal  Obscription  of  tab  Diskasb. 

^onn,  Dnrstiofi,  Terminatiom.'^Aeutb  meningiUs 
declares  itself  noder  two  forms,  to  one  of  which  we 
give  the  name  of  '*  convolsive,'*  the  other  **  phrenitic." 
We  do  not,  however,  wish  it  to  be  understood  either 
that  convulsions  are  never  present  excepting  in  the 
**  convnlsive  "*  form,  or  tliat  the  **  phrenitii^  is  the 
form  exclusively  characterised  by  perversions  of  the 
intelligence ;  we  merely  wish  to  notify  by  these  terms 
the  predominance  of  certain  symptoms. 

The  convubive  form  is  most  commonly  seen  in 
very  yoang  infants.    It  eommeaees  suddenly  by  an 
attack  of  eonvnlsions,  general  or  partial,  with  moie  or 
lees  febrile  distnrbance.    There  Is  neither  Tomiting  nor 
eonstipation.     When  the  convulsions,  wlilch  are  re- 
peated at  brief  intervals,  subside,  the  infant  is  left 
either  In  a  state  of  agitation,  or  profeondly  eomatoee^. 
with  squinthig,  and  sometlmea  perfect  hemiplegia.    In 
certain  easee  ttiere  is  an  approach  to  aensiMlity  between 
the  fits,  but  the  amendment  Is  but  momentaiy,  and 
death  rapidly  approaches  either  by  coma  or  during  a 
subsequent  paroxysm.    The  convnlsive  form  of  meiiin* 
gitis  sometimes  sets  in  more  slowly*  and  the  convulsions 
nre  not  so  closely  approximated.    The  duration  of  this 
latter  variety  is  longer,  being  from  a  week  to  a  fortnight 
Pibvifflie    mcfijii^'/it    is  commonly   observed   in 
early  childhood,  and  in  many  respects  resembles  tho 
acute  meningitis  of  the  adolt     It  commeooes  with 
Ibver  preceded  by  a  rigor;  violent  headache  ensues^ 
viih  photophobia,  vomiting,  and  aometlmee  oonstiph- 
tion.    The  Intellect  sniTers  by  the  end  ct  the  first  or* 
second  day,  and  the  face  assumes  the  peculiar  wild 
look  of  the  disease.    Agitation  and  etupor  alteniatPi 
and  delirinm  is  generally  preeent.    Snbeeqnently  there 
Is  grinding  of  the  teeth,  paitial  eonvuMone,  rigidity  of 
the  limbs»  a  drawing  of  the  head  backwards,  strabismus, 
cootraeUon  followed  by  dilatation  6f  the  pupils. 


About  the  eeventh  or  eighth  day  1 

the  vocalling  eeaaeei  h«t  the  fee er  aiiU  eon- 
I  the  palee  and  reepiratlea  aae  insgnlars  thw 
belly^  relsaeted,  and  finally  paitial  eonvnMsM  aaeae, 
felhMred  by  eoaa  ead  death. 

DiiyiweAi.— Hie  dtseaeee yMOk are  apt  In  hoem- 
fbonded  with  acnte  menlngltle,  ef«,  ae  may  hotmaghied, 
nomerone.  Beibre  we  mention  theee  Msenass,  wo 
shall  ettumerate  theee  syssptoms  of  the  coBvnMfe  and 
phrenitie  fiMrme  which  are  most  worthy  of  confideoeo  in 
a  diagnostto  point  of  view. 

In  the  eonvalaive  Ibrm,  we  sbouM  attnsh  gnat 
Importanee :— 1.  To  the  oonstant  repetfden  of  eoatnl. 
tiotioat  short  intervals.  2.  To  the  acceleration  of  tho 
^^tplration,  which  eannot  be  accounted  for  by  mny 
pulmonary  lesion.  8.  Tb  the  absence  ol  all  vlssarml 
infiammatien,  and  of  any  indleatSoB  of  an  exanthe. 
matic  eruption.^ In  the  phrenitie  form,  theeafdhial 
symptoms  are,— intense  headache,  eeoompanled  by 
frequent  bilious  vomiting  and  eonstfpatlon,  fallowed  by 
deririom  and  aglution,  alternating  with  stupor. 

Differential  Diaynoue  of  the  GmvuUive  /brm.— Con- 
vulsions in  early  infancy  are  very  frequently  symp- 
tomatic ;  but  in  this  case  tbey  are  seldom  violent  or  so 
frequently  repeated.  Moreover,  in  the  Interval,  the 
Uttle  patient  recovers  bis  sensibility,  the  respiration  la 
not  permanently  accelerated,  and  the  pulse  quickly 
regains  its  normal  standard.  It  mutt,  however,  bo 
admitted  that  in  many  cases  the  diagnosis  can  only  be 
established  by  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

The  distinction  between  convulsive  meninaitis,  and 
other  cerebral  affections  is  still  more  obscure,  and  indeed 
it  is  oflen  impossible.  The  error  is  not,  however,  ono 
of  importance,  as  the  treatment,  and  too  oAen  the  tor- 
mination  of  all  is  the  same. 

The  first  disease  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  die- 
tingulsh  is  hydrocephahu,  with  i^fiUratkan  of  the  piw 
meUeVf  the  Wasaerschlag  of  Golis. 

In  eeitain  caeaa  this  condition  eomplicatea  infiam- 
matoiy  meningitia,  and  the  main  featuree  of  each  aro 
then  nndletingaishahle.  In  other  cases  the  **  hjdro- 
meolngitla?  la  the  principal  leelon,  and  we  find  only 
sMght  tracea  of  pamlent  eihsioB.  This  dieaasa,  like 
the  mm  freus  which  wo  wlah  to  distingnish  tt»  also 
aUheleu  very  yonng  infants;  it  seta  in  with  fever^  and  a 
violent  attack  of  convulalmiai  or  with  agitaAiMi  and 
stnpoTi  with  tranaient  and  fisllaciena  signs  of  auMUora- 
tion.  The  analogy  between  the  diseaae  and  the 
convulsive  form  of  aaeningitis  is  therefore  perfect. 

In  kememrk^  taie  tke  emmtkmmdp  ve  obaarve  rspealed 
eoavalsiona  aa  the  oarUeat  sympteni%  hut  thi|y  aio  in 
j(0tiena  lees  violent  than  in  meningitis^  and  tha  ooosa 
does  not  enane  so  rapUily.  Aoooiding  lo  M«  JU^gendre^ 
eWkben  attacked  with  flHnfaMfMl  ap^laxjp,  oxhibit 
eetmeHun  of  tho  fingers  and  toee^— aeymptoas  which 
la  nit  ahaarrad  in  OMulngitiai  whiloi  on  tho  other 
handy  the  exoileasent  of  the  pulse  and  eifonUtion 

WW  iBBVU  MffV   «■  finnl^^l^^^^B  MWm  Vl^V  •BBW^^fi  9^fiWVi^^P|^   WB^p«  VHP%   ^^^^•B 

Inmenlngaal  epoflaxy.  Memankeif  twie  Ite  pin.maier 
alao  In  soma  lospests  rasemMea  eonvnlslvo  montoghis, 
hnt  it  la  a  lesion  of  snch  rare  oeennraBta  that4(  need 
seareely  enter  into  our  consideration. 
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mpmiag  the  dtafMtlt  «#  oomMritiw  afsiaillMivn 
otkvMgKaie  laiioM^ltiis  Wste^  IwtWMMMt  wemmii^ 

diiMse  eonabii  hi  iu  dk<hictiwi>  fimn  Hjif  Ifcil  or 
■ypte— He  MBmW«ii%  ilao»  th«  -tnatanoit  itf  ibe 
tfft  IShbhi  «i  fOBvalsioa  to  ob«}o|»ly  dUbraih 

Wtel  «e  haT«  tftid  in  conMottoo  with  *<  OQa«|d»ive 
»«ihHHto>"  spplic*  #400117  to  th«  phreoiti*  fiira. 
Cerilml  hmaoniuige,  oaMphalillSf  Ate^  mtj  be.  eot- 
Ibuided  with  it  without  any  (Mat  damage ;  hut  it  is  net 
ee  with  leyud  to  oerehral  congestion,  toboiealar 
jiinliHitis^  and  thoae  ■ympoAbetio  affeotioii^  0/  the 
bnia  wUeh  arise  dnriag  the  ooaise  of  Ihe  ofp^^;^e  or 
typhoid  fetors.  The  following  paragraph  deserref  ,the 
earnest  attention  of  oar  readess  :— 

Ccrcftfvf  OoNfeefioMi— •We  hare  often  propoonded  to 
onteelveethelbnowing  qoeeUon :— Ought  we  toeonaider 
tbnee  violent  eerebral  attaoks,  which  either  qnioitly 
ppowe  iMiy  or  aa  rapidly  sahside»  and  the  symptoms 
of  whieh  are  precisely  those  whioh  indieate  the  onset  of 
acale  meningitis,  as  real  instences  of  thst  disease  f 
Po$t'morUwi  examination  in  these  esses  discoTors 
neither  pas  nor  false  membranes,  but  oaly  simple  con- 
geetion.  Is  this  congestion  to  be  regarded  'as  the 
initiatite  stage  Qt  inflammation  f  The  question  is 
difficnit  of  solution  j  but  we  neterthless  consider  that  it 
should  be  answered  in  the  negative,  and  for  these 
reasons  :«»Inflammatory  products  of  the  brain  form 
with  such  rapidity,  that  its  whole  surface  may  be  covered 
with  /alee  membrane^  in  a  few  hours,  consequently  the 
cases  we  have  just  mentioned  ought  to  be  distinguished 
from  meaingiiis,  both  anatomically  and  by  their 
symptoms.  The  diagnosis  mar,  howerer,  be  here 
plainly  established  by  the  following  comparatlTe 
table:—- 

Ctreiral  Congestion,  Meningitis. 

Declares  itself  by  sudden        In  the  phrenitie  tonn, 

etapor  or  more  complete  the  first  symptom  is  par- 

ineensMlHy,   with  dUata-  tial  or  general  headache. 

Uon  of  |he  pnptts;  or  its  Ddhrinm  4oes  not  appear 

JrsI  symptoms  are  aente  in  general  natil  the  lapse 

deMtlnm,  with  difflealt  res*  of  twenty-ibnr  or  thirty* 

piimtionyqttick small palsoi  six   hours.    Tomiting.is 

and    slight    oonenlaiona.  generally  present . 
Theoe  ^mptoms    appear 
almost      instanianeottdy. 
Tomiiinf  la  for  the  most 
pnf$  imnent. 

■ 

CwT^Mt  Beemorrkags^^lik  some  cases  cerebral 
hmaorrfaa§e  elosely  simulates  acale  meningitis*  Head- 
aehOf  oonvnlaionsydnliriamy  Tomltteg,  and  const^gntian, 
mark  the  onset  t^f  both  diseases,  and  it  is»  therefore* 
diflionlt  to  deotde,  with  certainty^  which  diseaeo  is 
pruMnt.  The  beet  giride  to  a  oorrect  oonelBaioA4e  tho 
high  fehffla  esdtement  wUA  ehameteriMs  wenhigeal 


diagnosis  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  ensemble  of  symptoms, 
and  not  from  the  indiTidnal  characters  of  a  disease. 
3.  The  main  element  in  forming  our  diagnosis  is  the 
consideration  of  the  point  of  time  at  which  the  disturb- 
ances of  the  intellect  and  mobility  originate.  3.  That 
the  inrasion  of  tubercular  meningitis  may  take  place 
under  three  different  states  of  the  system— I  st,  after  a 
longer  or  shorter  duration  of  precursory  symptom*;  dnd* 
during  the  progress  of  tubercular  disease  in  other 
organs;  3rd,  in  perfect  health.  4.  That  the  first  and 
,  third  species  are  readily  distinguished  from  acnto 
simple  meningitis ;  the  error  is  more  likely  to  be  made 
between  the  latter  and  the  second  form.  These  preli- 
minaries established,  we  shall  proceed  to  lay  down  a 
brief  summary  of  the  differential  symptoms  as  below  :— 


Jhftewiifar  MtnktgUisj^Vft  now  arrive  at  the  most 
Important  portion  of  this  essay,  and  shall  endoavoor  to 
point  out  the  main  disliacUon  between  simple  and 
tnharaalar  maningitia.  For  okamest  sake  wo  would 
the  ftader  of  foar  cifonmslaacet:— 1.  That 


Simple  MeningiUs.  '  Tahercular  MeningUu, 

I.  The  children  attacked  I.  The  subjects  of  tuber- 
are  in  general  rigorous  and  cular  meningitis  are  deli- 
well-developed,  and  do  not  cate,  and  often  precocious 
exhibit  any  signs  of  tuber-  children.  They  are  subject 
cle.    Their  relations   too,  to  glandular  enlargements. 


are  healthy. 


2.  The  disease  may  ap- 
pear  as  an  epidemic. 

3.  Prior  can<<i/ion.— The 


and  chronic  eruptions  of 
the  skin.  Their  blood-re- 
latives  generally  bear  the 
stamp  of  the  strumous  dia- 
thesis. 

2.  The  disease  is  alwa  J  s 
sporadic. 

3.  Prior  condition,— Tht 


attack  takes  place  during  infant  is  observed  to  pine 

robust  health,  or  if  it  is  away  and    lose   its   flesh 

secondary,  it  follows  some  and  strength.   The  disposl- 

palpable  external  cause,  or  tion  is  altered,  the  appetite 

arises  In  the  course  of  a  fails,  and  the  primm  vim 

non-tubercular  malady.  become  deranged. 

4.  Mo44  ofatUKk.^Yi9-  4.  Uiode  ^aUocft.— Con. 

lent  oonvuMons,  intense  ▼ulsions   never    the  first 

fever,  qaieh  respiration  if  symptoms;  the  Iransltlott 

the  infant  is  very  young;  from  the  firatto  the  seoond 

or  headache,  Isver,  bilious  period    of  the  disease  in- 

vomiting.  AiWr  a  lapse  of  sensible;  the  coming  on  of 

twenty,  four  hours,  ezoes-  the  second  sUge  marked 

sive   agiution,    delirium,  by    headaohe»     vomiting, 


and  prostration. 


5.  ^'^m^ilc/ms.—- Headache 
inUnse,  vomiting  ineisaant, 
fever  high,  delirium  JItrrce, 
constipation  motUrate. 

6.  P^^r^ss.— Rapid ;  con- 
vulsions incessant. 

7.  Dtfiafion.— Death  in 
24  hours*  in  some  eases ; 
hut  generally  at  the  end    three  weeks, 
of  the  third  day. 


and  constipation ;  the  in- 
telligence sometimes  un- 
affsoted.  When  the  pre* 
onrsory  symptoms  are  ah* 
sent,  the  disease  is  ushered 
in  by  vomiting,  moderata 
headaofae,  and  fever. 

6.  tfym^mf.— Headache 
not  intense,  vomiting  not 
so  urgentt  eoostipation  06- 
sUmOe,  fever  modenie, 

6,  IVoyreie.— Slow. 

7.  DtfroHoa.— More  pro- 
longed —  a   fortnight    to 
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We  have  tbas  gone  thropgh  the  list  of  the  cerabnl 
affections  with  which  simple  meningltie  may  be  eoa- 
fonnded,  we  shall  now  notice  the  distinction  between  it 
and  certain  formidable  cerebral  symptoms,  which 
declare  themselves  without  any  appreciable  lesion 
of  the  brain,— as  for  instance,  during  the  progress 
of  fevers.    And  first  of — 

Small  pox,'~~Th\%  disease  is  sometimes  at  the  onset 
mistalcen  for  meningitis..  The  most  important  ele- 
ments in  the  diagnosis,  are  the  consideration  of  the 
reigning  epidemic,  the  lumbar  pains,  and!  the  time 
at  which  deliriom  appears,  which  in  small  poz,  is 
seldom  earlier  than  the  third  day. 

Scarlatina. — In  adynamic  scarlatina,  children  fVe- 
quently  complain  of  headache,  and  are  seised  with 
Tomiting.  We  must  loolc  for  our  guide  to  the  state  of 
the  tongue  and  throat,  and  the  great  heat  of  the  skin, 
taking  likewise  into  consideration  the  fact  of  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  at  the  time. 

Jhfphoid  Ftfftfr.— The  same  rales  for  forming  a  dlag- 
nosis  are  applicable  in  this  disease  as  in  small-poz, 
&o.  i  but  in  addition  wears  to  remember,  that  in  typhoid 
fever  the  headache  is  less  Intense  thin  in  meningitis, 
that  the  vomiting  is  less  urgent.  Some  useful  informa- 
tion may  alto  be  drived  from  the  state  of  the  lips  and 
tongue,  the  pain  in  the  body,  the  diarrhcea,  and  the 
state  of  the  chest.  Moreover,  the  symptoms  which 
are  analogous  in  the  two  diseases  appear  at  different 
periods,—- in  meningitis  at  the  commencement,  in  fever 
towards  the  termination. 

{To  be  conliKuetL) 


CASE   OF  yRAUMATIC  TETANUS:  ADMINIS- 
TRATION  OF  iETHER. 

TO  THB  BSITOR  OF  THB  PROVIKOIAL  MEDICAL  AXD 

aUAOlCAL  JOURNAL, 
SiK. 

I  beg  to  forward  yon  the  following  brief  report  of  a 
case  of  traumatic  tetanus  in  which  sther  was  most 
successful  in  arresting  the  spasm. 

On  Saturday,  March  20th,  I  was  called  at  6  a.m.,  to 
Charles  Prescott,  a  miner,  residing  two  miles  from  this 
place.  I  found  the  left  arm  completely  shattered  by  a 
large  stone  faliiog  on  it ;  he  had  not  lost  much  blood, 
his  comrade  had  tied  a  piece  of  cord  tight  round  his  arm, 
which  completely  checked  the  bleeding.  He  had  walked 
home,  a  distance  of  a  mile  from  the  shaft  where  the 
accident  occurred.  I  immediately  amputated  below 
the  elbow-joint ;  three  arteries  required  ligatures.  He 
went  on  exceedingly  well  for  some  days.  On  Wed- 
nesday, the  24th,  he  was  most  anxious  to  get  iip,  and  on 
the  wound  being  dressed,  union  bad  Uken  place  by  the 
first  intention.  On  Saturday,  the  27tb,  I  found  him 
sitting  np  and  dressed ;  be  said  ht  was  quite  tired  of 
bed.  In  the  evening  be  sent  down,  stating  he  had 
taken  cold«    He  had  some  aperient  medicine  sent  bim. 

On  Sunday  the  symptoms  of  tetanus  became 
marked ;  there  was  considerable  rigidity  of  the  muscles 
of  the  neck  and  jaw,  and  difiieulty  in  swallowing.  He 
had  an  enema  with  turpentine,  calomel,  and  an 
active  aperient,  which  soon  operated.     The  symptoms 


eotttiniiiBg,  he  had  thirty  ndaiois  of  liqiMr  opit  oedatmis, 
cfcffy  iM«r,  and  beHaiimina  to  the  neck  and  Jawa*    He 

any  aaalAlMi  of  Che  tfmpUmm  of  opistbotonoi. 

Monday  evening.  The  spasoM  aow  nuMt  violent. 
Half  a  dAehoi  of  ssther,  added  to  each  doaa  of  opinn, 
and  calomai  freely  given  thfoogh  the  nig hL 

Taesday  morning.  No  better,  bat  decidedly  worse. 
We  BOW  determined  to  try  sstber.  This  was  adminis- 
tered  by  meana  of  Booti's  apparatus.  He  was  soot 
under  its  laflveace,  and  jmaedjately  all  cootractioa 

sleep,  wUch  lasted  fall  ten  auaatca.  As  aooA  aa  he 
became  sensible  the  spasm  andcontcaction  ret«iriied,bat 
fcairely  so  violent.  He  again  inhaled  the  mther  with  the 
same  result.  He  had  it  a  third  time  i  it  again  leiieyed 
him,  and  he  was  left  aaleep,  and  on  visiting  him 
I  found  he  coold  open  his  month  better.  He  was  most 
anxions  to  have  it  again,  bat  a  violent  spasm  came  on 
before  I  could  get  it  to  him,  followed  by  another,  fad 
he  immediately  saak. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yours  tmly, 

H.  H.  BROUGHTON. 
Dobcroes,  near  Manchester, 
Satarday,  April  24, 1847. 
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CLINICAL    REPORTS  OF    SURGICAL    CASES 
UNDER  THE   TREATMENT    OF    WILLIAM 
.  SANDS  COX,  ESa 

By  PaTan  Hinckes  Biro,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

{Continued  from  page  184.) 
CAsa  XXVIL 

BXTENSIVB  INJCaT  OF  THB  BAUD. 

Eli  Holloway,  aged  15,  admitted  Into  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  on  August  24th.  Ho  states  that  about  half 
an  hour  previously  his  hand  was  severely  wounded  by  a 
circular  saw,  which  cut  off  the  little  finger  of  the  right 
hand,  and  severely  lacerated  the  two  next ;  he  lost  but 
little  blood  at  the  time. 

When  admitted  the  little  finger  was  found  gone,  and 
there  was  present  a  deep  lacerated  wound  on  the  back 
of  the  hand,  extending  from  jnst  below  the  head  of  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  little  finger  to  that  of  the 
middle  finger;  the  metacarpal  bones  of  the  middle  and 
ring  fingers  being  shattered.  He  was  rather  pale;  ho 
did  not  complain  of  much  pain  In  the  parts;  pnlse 
75,  pretty  strong. 

It  was  determined  that  the  middle  and  ring  fingers 
should  be  removed.  A n  Incision  was  made  on  the  back 
of  the  hand  below  the  seat  of  Injury ;  the  metacarpal 
bones  were  sawn  throogh,  and  a  fiap  formed  from  the 
palm  of  the  hand ;  there  was  not  much  bgmorihage ; 
the  patient  bore  the  operation  rvmarkably  well;  the 
stump  was  dressed,  and  a  roller  lightly  applied;  he 
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vat-  tben  pat  to  bed,  and  ordered  to  keep  the  hand 
damp  with  a  cold  lotion. 

26th.  Doing  well;  woanddiichaifethealthj nailer; 
not  in  an  J  pain;  sleeps  welL 

September  1st.  Improving;  the  woand  is  Joddsf 
health  J,  and  heals  rapidly. 

ibfh.    Healing;  looks  healthy;  appetite  good. 

ITth.  Nearly  healed;  general  health  inproTod. 

31st  Qattewell* 

Is  i^ariea  of  the  hand  no  more  shoald  be  be  remored 
than  ia  aheelntely  aeeeasary,  bat  in  this  ease  the 
eztaaslfo  iigory  would  not  permit  the  atteny^t  of 
sarlog  more  than  the  thmab  and  lbn»ilnger»  which 
forma  a  aaolnl  but  rather  an  nnaeemly  member.  The 
fore-finger  and  thomb  are  mnch  more  nscfal  than  Ha^ 
other  lingers^  for  indeed  all  the  delicaie  morements  are 
performed  by  them,  and  should  therefore^  if  possible, 
he  aavod;  there  are  other  fingers  to  compensate  in 
some  measnre  for  the  loss  of  one,  bot  the  low  of  the 
thnmb  oan  aover  be  supplied. 

Casb  XXVIII. 

MBCROSIS. 

Edward  Ferraday,  aged  16,  of  strnmons  diathesis, 
zfncworker,  admitted  into  the  Qaeen*s  Hospital  Apill 
17 thy  1846,  nnder  the  care  of  Mr.  Sands  Cos. 
He  states  that  about  nine  weeks  ago  he  dropped  off 
from  aomo  height,  and  sprained  liis  ankle^  the  foot 
beooming  quite  numbed  at  the  ttme;  was  under 
medical  care,  and  had  leeches  and  cold  lotions  applied, 
and  was  lanced  near  the  ankle  ia  two  places.  He 
atates  that  he  felt  two  piecea  of  bone  loose  be/ore  he 
came  into  the  hospital. 

Prtunt  ste^.— There  is  much  swelling  about  the 
ankle-joint  of  the  right  foot ;  there  are  also  four  fistu- 
lous opemngs,  with  fungous  granulations,  three  on  the 
inner  side,  and  one  on  the  outer ;  the  ends  of  the  tibia 
and  fibula  near  the  ankle-joini  appear  enlarged,  and 
feel  rough ;  Tarious  depressions  can  also  be  felt  on  the 
npper  third  of  the  tibia;  the  ulcers  discharge  a  fhin 
fiaky  pus;  the  motion  of  the  joint  Is  Impaired,  it 
cartaea  him  but  little  pain ;  the  skin  is  red  and  shining, 
and  painful  to  the  touch ;  the  redness  extends  half. 
way  up  the  leg;  appetite  good;  tongue  clean;  sleeps 
well.    Ordered  to  hare  the  parts  constantly  poulticed. 

19th.  A  small  piece  of  bone  was  removed  from  one 
of  the  openings  this  morning. 

23rd.  Since  last  report  two  pieces  hate  been  dis- 
charged, and  another  wound  formed;  he  feels  easier; 
health  improTed. 

27th.  Two  pieces  of  bone  have  come  away  since  last 
report,  one  of  them  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long. 

90th.  Rather  better.  To  have  the  wounds  dressed 
with  simple  dressing,  with  apertures  left  for  the  dis- 
charge, which  is  now  thick  and  yellowieh;  also  toha'fe 
a  damp  roller  loosely  applied* 

May  let  The  roller  caused  much  infiammation  and 
pain,  so  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  discontinued;  two  of 
ihe  oponiogs  have  healed,  and  the  rest  discharge  a  thick 
healthy  pus.     To  continue  the  poultice. 

22nd*  Much  better;  the  inflammation  extending  up 


the  leg  has  subsided ;  two  hesh  wounds  have  broken 
oat  and  discharge  Areely. 

June  27th.  Since  last  report  fifteen  pieces  of  bone, 
some  of  them  an  inch  and  a  half  long,  have  come  away 
at  various  times;  is  in  no  pain;  can  walk  about;  very 
little  infiammation  present;  health  improved. 

July  Uth.  Seven  pieces  of  bone  have  come  away 
since  last  report,  two  of  which  came  from  an  opening  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  tibia. 

9(Hh.  Much  better  In  all  reepeets;  no  more  bone  has 
come  away;  Infiammation  subsiding.  To  be  dremed 
aa  before ;  the  fungous  edges  of  the  wound  require  to 
be  tooehed  with  Aigeuti  Nitras. 

August  3rd.  The  skin  again  became  red  and  painful. 
Apply  poultioe. 

September  21st.  Since  last  report  as  many  as  twenty 
plecea  of  bone  have  l>een  discharged ;  the  matter  is 
healthy,  and  the  parts  not  painful ;  general  health  good. 

28th.  He  still  remains  in  the  hospital. 

TIm  tibia  is  the  most  frequent  seat  of  necrosis,  and 
this  disease  is  most  common  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Every  bone  in  the  body  is  subject  to 
necrosis ;  but  those  bones  which  are  superfical,  and 
enter  into  the  formation  of  tlie  extremities,  are  more 
frequently  afft^cted  than  others  whose  situation  is 
deeper.  This  case  is  remarkable  for  the  great  number 
o(  pieces  of  bone  of  various  sizes  which  came  away  at 
different  times,  and  also  for  the  slight  nature  of  the 
accident  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
disease.  The  scrofulous  constitution  of  the  patient 
had  probably  some  share  in  bringing  on  the  disease. 

PROVINCIAL 

iiltliiical  ^  J&urgtcal  SlouritaU 

WEDNESDAY,    MAY  5,  1847. 


The  law  has  been  compared  ta  a  net, 
through  the  meshes  of  which  little  fishes  are 
allowed  to  escape,  and  great  fishes  to  break. 
Such  is  very  certainly  the  case  in  respect  to  that 
portion  of  it  which  relates  to  questions  of 
medical  practice,  and  though  occasionally  one  of 
the  smaller  fry  may  he  caught,  as  in  the  instance 
of  the  singularly  unfortunate  indlTidual  whose 
trial  is  reported  in  another  column,  the  excep- 
tional occurrence  is  chiefly  remarkahle  on 
account  of  its  extreme  infrequency,  and  the 
difficulty  of  securing  the  captive,  who  after  all, 
will  shortly  he  returned  to  his  original  element, 
doubtless  again  to  follow  up  his  former  mal- 
practices, though  perhaps  with  more  cunning 
and  cautiouj  so  as  to  escape  the  consequences. 
The  ^mischievous  part  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
judicial  institutions  of  the  country  are  not 
merely  set  at  nought,  but  are  continually 
brought  into  contempt,  and  the  public  are 
fleeced  by  the  cupidity,  and  miserable  sufferers 
in  every  way  from  the  ignorance  and  most  cuU 
pable  rashneis,  «f  a  host  of  sharpers,  of  varlfug 
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desoriptions,  who  are  vfftaftlljr  upbeld  in  tbeir 
dapredfttions  by  those  wSose  province  it  is  to 
protect  the  unwary  from  all  such  designing 
pretenders. 

The  spirit  of  quackery  is  widely  extended 
through  all  ranks  of  the  communityi  and  for  the 
ainiple  reason,  that  with  all  the  outcry  about  the 
increase  of  knowledge,  the  intellectual  pabulum 
afforded  hy  the  litoraturAof  the  day  is  of  the 
most  unsubstantial  and  trashy  deeeription.  The 
wisdom  of  the  nineteenth  eentury  is  but  a  wide 
spread  of  shallow  watevsy  and  aoeordingly  noisy 
quackery  and  superficiality  of  every  kind  find 
favour,  when  the  more  solid  acquirements  which 
result  from  study  and  reflection  are  neither  appro* 
dated  nor  understood.  All  ranks  of  the  com- 
miinity,  as  we  have  said,  are  more  or  less  imbued 
with  this  spirit  of  quackery ;  the  main  difference 
iS|  that  the  altogether  ignorant  are  caught  by  the 
grossest  delusions  of  the  itinerant  jnountebank, 
who  parades  his  worm-nostrums,— his  vegetable 
powders. — his  rapid  cures  in  '*  cases  of  secresy," 
&c. ;  while  the  so-called  educated  classes  flock  in 
crowds  to  fashionable  hydropathic  establishments, 
or  complacently  swallow  the  inficitesmal  doses 
of  fashionable  homoeopathic  doctors,  together 
"  with  the  infinite  deal  of  nothing  '*  in  the  guise 
of  reasoning,  with  which  the  absolute  inertness 
of  the  one  system  and  the  dangerous  activity  of 
the  other  are  comijionly  accompanied. 

Cases  of  manslaughter  arising  out  of  the 
practices  of  quackery,  are  becoming  fearfully 
frequent;  but  it  would  almost  seem,  that  in 
the  ratio  of  the  ignorance  and  presumption  of 
the  offender,  are  the  chances  of  his  escape  from 
punishment.  In  the  case  of  Flitcroft,  though 
the  man  waa  proved  to  be  an  ignorant  uneducated 
person,  utterly  unacquainted  with  disease,  and 
every  way  incompetent,  and  it  was  shown  that 
two  lives  had  been  sacrificed  to  his  incapacity, 
had  the  trial  been  on  a  charge  of  manslaughter, 
he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  escaped — the 
rights  of  a  corporate  body,  being  considered 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  more  worthy  of  protection 
than  the  lives  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  who 
were  deluded  by  his  pretensions.  And  had  the 
offender,  instead  of  being  absolutely  ignorant 
of  medicine,  as  he  was,  been  the  most  accom- 
plished physician  or  surgeon  of  the  age,  he 
would  have  incurred  the  same  penalties.  In 
the  case  of  Cronin,  where  the  charge  was  for 
manslaughter,  though  poisonous  agents  of  the 
most  active  and  dnngerous  character  were 
prescribed,  and  where  in  particular,  there  was, 
to  say  the  least,  a  lamentable  and  moat  culpable 
carelessness,  in  not  sufficiently  deaigoating 
a  preparation  not  to  be  fuund  in  the  national 
phairmacopQBif,  and  for  which  the  furmuiss  given 
by  different  authoriti^,  vary  greatly  in  point 


of  strength  and  activity,*  the  offender  is  allowed 

to  escape.   Well  does  one  of  our  contemporaries, 

in  an  admirable  analysis  of  the  evidence  given 

on  this  trialt  remark,  that  '^this  Cronin  case 

has  an  influence  far  beyond  that  which  it  derivea 

from  the  pseudo-scientific  evidence  given  on 

the  occasion;    that  influence  extends  to  the 

lives  of  the  public,  which  are,  by  the  result, 

left  at  the  mercy  of  all  sorts  of  prescribers  and 

dispnsen,«-the  neglect  of  the  one  and  the 

ignorance  of  the  other  are  not  regarded  as 

culpable ;  and  while  we  are  left  to  infer,  that 

according  to   that   perfection   of  reason— the 

law— %here  was  no    criminality  in  this    case, 

110   pains   are   taken    by  the    legislature    to 

prevent  the  recurrence  of  instances  of  a  similar 

kind/' 

•  Sf  page  147. 
i  Medical  Gfuette,  Apiil  16. 


On  Me.  Paikohgy  and  Treaimmi  of  Ser^fulm ;  bam^ 
theJFotkTgillim  Prize  £«My  for  18i6.  By  Robbkt 
MoRTiHJia  QhOYEUf  M.D.,  dLC.  London,  18i6, 
8vo,  pp.  315.    Plates, 

From  the  fery  extensive  analyses  which  have 
already  appeared  of  the  chapters  of  this  excelletit 
work,  which  treat  of  the  cheoiicai  and  anfcroscopical 
isvesHfttlioBS  iato  the  nature  of  mrqf^^hw  and  #«0fr«  * 
mUdr  matter,  we  shall,  in  the  present  notice,  devote 
atteatioa  mainly  to  other  poiots,  and  more  especially 
to  the  etiology  and  treatment  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Qlover  gires  a  concise,  and  at  the  same  time,  a 
cemprehensire  statement  of  the  results  arrived  at  by 
his  fellow  labourers  in  this  most  interesting  field, 
together  with  those  of  his  own  carefuUy-condocted 
investigatioas.  and  experiments,  wUdi  entitle  him  to 
the  greatest  credit,  both  for  impartiaUty  and  candour. 
He  is  a  strong  advocate  for  the  iiMUHif  of  ecrqfula  and 
Utherch,  as  will  presently  be  shown.  The  analogy 
esittiDg  between  them  has  not  been  vnknown  to,  or  ' 
denied  by,  observant  medical  men,  even  prior  to  the 
light  which  chemical  .anaiytis  and  the  microscope 
have  thrown  upon  the  snbject.  Their  absolnte  identity  * 
is  still,  however,  a  matter  requiring  farther  eloctdatioo, 
as  these  means,  like  morbid  anatomy,  may  be  regarded 
as  showing  the  effects  of  morbid  action,  rather  than 
aflTordiag  information  on  the  nature  of  such  action 
iUelf.  One  thing,  however,  is  certain— via.,  that  the 
moft  intimate  oor  acquaintance  with  the  pathological 
changes  whteb  diseases  produce,  either  in  stmctore  or 
fanctions,  becomes,  the  more  rational  also  will  be  the 
sp^m  of  therapeutics  used  for  the  obviation  of  such 
conditions.  Dr.  Glover's  opinion  may  be*  at  Once 
known  by  the  following  bnef  extract,  frbm  ingles  t5 
and  26:— "We  adopt,  inJu  fullest  extent,  the  sate-  ' 
ment  of  Lugol,  which   makes   scrofula,— t.  e., '  the 
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aclul'pfMMs  of  diiene,'— to  be  almya  revealed  by 
the  deieiolHiieiit  of  tubercles.^  Did  space  perndt, 
it  would  be  deiM^le  to  examine  ibe  arfvinenti  wbicb 
tbe  aoftbor*  in  a  trne  pbiloabpbieal  epirit)  bas  addoced 
on  tiila  part  of  tbequestioa,  pro  and  eonirm ;  tbis,  bow* 


Dr.  Olover  wyt,^*'  Scrolaia  >  a"- 


of  tnflamniationr  wbereby  tbe  nsnal,  or, 
as  tiwy  may  be  termed,  tlie  normal  products  of  this 
puMsess  are  not  evolred ;  but  instead  of  them,  other 


under  the  name  of  scroftilons  or  tnberenloiis  matter. 
The  pecnliaritiea  of  this  foEmation»  and  tbe  eontinaane^ 
of  the  scrofuloos  di8lhaaa%  are  the  eansee  of  the"" 
chaKactcffS  aswrned  by  tlm  vaiions  after- processes 
which  rasttit  from  tbn  ezisCeMe  of  tuberde."  This 
definition  ii^  we  ooneeive,  lo  say  tbe  least  of  it,  open 
to  Tery  greet  disenwion.     As  however  constant  a 


ttsterials,  incapable  of  passing  into  regular  celUfofitts, 
ever,  being  impracticable,  we  must  relnctantly  pan  Land  which  conatitnte  the  substance  already 
Ihem  over.  The  advocates  of  tbe  identity  of  tubercle 

and  scrofula,  as  already  said,  rest  their  views  cfaieOy 

« 

en  the  chemical  analysis  and  on  the  minute  struetiire 
revealed  by  the  microscope ;  the  first  and  seeond 
chapters  which  relate  to  this  salject  deserve  the  moft 
attentive  perusal  and  examination* 

Chapter  III.  is  devoted  to  the  eonsidemtioAof  Ibe 
scrofulons  diathesis,  on  wliicb  the  author  makes  the  ^^egree  oC  inieamntion  may  be  as  an  attendant  on 
following  judicious  introductory  reyiark :— "  A  carefid 
distinction  should  be  made  between  the  scrofulous 
diathesis,  or  predisposing  constitution,  and  the  actual 
processes  of  the  disease ;  between  the  ms  in  potmUi^ 
and  the  ens  in  aeiu,"  This  chapter,  like  the  preceding, 
deserves  a  careful  pemsal,  be  in  it  are  given,  what  are 
called  tbe  characters  of  the  diathesis.  Without  agreeing 
an  all  which  it  contains,  it  displays  a  minute  acquintanee 
with  the  opiniona  of  others,  and  the  capabilities  of  the 
author  to  discriminate  and  apply  them.  Here  we  have 
tbe  qu€$iio  ssurofe  of  compleiion  discussed,  which 
from  long  experience  we  regard  as  of  little  moment 
in  a  practical  point  of  vjew,  althongh  it  Is  our  con* 
viction,  thatscrofnlous  disease  is  most  common  in  tbe 
lymphatic  temperament,  and  that  this  latter  is  mo|0 
frequently  associated  with  light  colour.  Towards  tbe 
conclusion  of  the  chapter  we  meet  with  the  following 
paragraph:— -"We  ikgree  entirely  with  Mr.  Phillips  in 
assigning  tbe  'Strumous  Dyspepsia'  of  Dr.  Todd, 
when  present*  rather  to  tbe  actual  disease  than  to  the 
diathesis. .  Neither  are  tliese  symptoms  of  dyspepsia 
confined  to  cases  of  tobercnlar  deposit.'*  Our  reason 
fornotidog  this  statement  is,  thai  we  have  been  long 
convinced  of  the  influence  exerted  by  derangement 
of  the  digestive  functions  in  edsofof efjr  indueing  scro- 
fula in  children,  who  had,  previously  to  the  operation 
of  such  cause,  possesessd  not  merely  the  appearance 
of  a  sound  and  healthy  constitution,  but  eojoyed  even 
robust  health.  This  remark  applies  with  peculiar  force 
to  the  dyspepsia  which  is  so  constant  a  concomitant 
of  teethings  and  which  is  bnt  too  frequently  aggravated 
by  the  medical  treatment  adopted  for  its  relief,  nwre 
espedally  by  the  unaeeessary  exhibitinn  of  enloaMl. 
To  thia  source  of  scrofulons  disease  we  thuik  ow* 
author  hardly  attaches  the  importanee  wbidi  it  fihfiy 
ddms 

Chapter  V.  is  devoted  to  the  ^  Identity  of  Serofblous 
4md  Tubercular  Diseases.**  Into  the  examination  of 
this  our  limits  forbid  us  to  enter,  in  a  manner  at  all 
commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  question, 
and  therefore  we  are  obliged  to  pass  on  to  Chapter  VI., 
which  tnats  U  the  « Essential  Nature  of  Scrofula." 
JUIer  obfectiiv  to  fnrioui  definitions  of  the  disenss» 


scrofula,  we  can  hardly  see  the  grounds  upon^  which 
such  action  is  to  be  regarded  even  as  an  essential 
element  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Glover  ably  discusses 
this  qnetttlon,  but,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  his  argu- 
ments, we  are  still  inclined  to  question  the  inAammatorjf 
origin  and  nature  of  scrofula.  When  this  remark  is 
made,  it  is  right  to  state,  that  we  are  perfectly  aware 
of  the  fact,  that  Jboth  scrofulous  disease  and  tubercle 
of  the  lungs  do  frequently  arise  as  a  consequence  of 
infiammatlon,  and  that  both  are  very  generally  accom« 
panied  by  it,  in  one  form  or  other,  in  their  progress  to 
maturity;  this  however;  does  not,  in  our  estimation,  in 
any  measure  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  either  scrofuU 
or  tubercle  is  of  necessity  essentially  inflammatory  in 
its  origin.  In  confirmation  of  his  views  on  this  ques- 
tion. Dr.  Glover  quotes  Dr.  Bennett's  ideas  on  inflam*. 
roation.  We  do  not,  however,  consider  the  light 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  either  by  microscopic  exami- 
nation  or  chemical  analysis^  sufficiently  powerful  to 
overthrow  all  that  has  been  so  long  received,  and  it  may 
be  said  sanctioned,  by  careful  physiological  and  patho- 
logical observers.  As  we  have  already  ^aid,  chemical 
analj'sis  and  the  minute  structure  developed  by  the 
microscope,  make  us  acquainted  with  results,  but 
the  cause  of  these  is  not  demonstrable,  either  by 
one  or  other  of  these  agents.  If  confirmation  of  this 
be  required,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  anslyaes  of 
both  the  blood  and  urine,  as  given  in  the  work  before 
us,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  thai-  literally  nothing 
is  proved  at  all  peculiar  either  ta scrofula  or  tubercle ; 
the  changes  or  deviationa  from  the  healthy  state  of 
these  fluids,  being  met  with  in  oasea,  of  disease,  and 
conditions  of  the  system,  in  nowise  allied  either  to 
tubercle  or  scrofula. 

Chapter  VII  is  devoted  to  the  **  Etiology  of  Scrofula.*' 
In  it  the  question  of  hereditary  Influence  is  fully  and 
iiMy  discussed  by  cmr  author,  who  has  given  several 
eases  in  iUnstration  of  the  sobfect,  and  which  decidedly 
fivonr  the  generally-received  opinions  on  this  point. 
t}r.  Gtover  has  not  contented  himself  with  merely 
examining  into  tbe  history  of  the  parents,  but  has- 
extended  his. inquiries  to  the  collateral  branches  of 
their  families.    Fkom  these  cases  it  appears,  that  even 
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wbei»<be  poPtaUi  were  keaklqr»  other  Membereof  the 
laxniHet  raffiired  fr»ni  either  phthisie  or  leraf dU.  The 
fobjeet  in  case  No.  3,  hed  an  epileptic  aiiter,  this  we 
notice,  as  in  sereral  instances  which  are  Yivid  in  onr 
recollection,  we  hare  obsenred  the  occnrrence  of 
epilepsy  and  scrofula  in  the  same  families.  How  far 
these  diseases  really  are  anociated  or  connected,  may 
perhaps  deienre  attention.  The  sane  remark  applies 
to  hydrocephalus, .  which  is  mentioned  as  haring 
occnrred  in  the  family  of  Case  5.  The  following 
remark  will  carry  the  assent  of  most  pmetieal  men  :— 


Klencke's  esperiaent  on  two -doge  is  died,  aeoordinf 
to  whom»  the  ofl  ahonld  not  he  given  to  plethoric 
peoplOiOrloferyyonngeUldfin.  ForitatheMmpcntie 
action,  oMt  pages  243-4,  wherein  it  is  stoted*  that 
" the  action  of  cod-Uver  oil  is,  in  aU  pmhnhllity,  nsn 
tonic,  from  the  rednons  principle  which  it  eontnini, 
by  stimulating  animal  heat,  occasionally  by  acting 
as  an  aperient,  and  also  as  a  deobstment,  more  par- 
ticularly by  increasing  the  quantity  of  urine."  Klencke 
supposes  "  iu  usefulness  to  be  owing  to  its  supplying 
the  deficiency  of  the  tatty  principles  of  the  bile^ 
**  Bnt  although  the  here^tary  natnre  of  scrofula  be  I  which,  according  to  him,  am  not  ezcrsted  in  sofident 


established  snffidently,  qnestions  remein  with  regard 
to  the  degree  of  influence  in  the  causation  of  the 
disease,  attributable  to  hereditary  influence,  and  to 
what  may  be  termed  occasional  causes,  both  patho- 
logical and  external." 

Of  the  occasional  causes  of  the  disease,  Dr.  Olorer 
adopts  the  following  dirisioo,  and  on  each  section 
makes  many  jodidous  obsenrations,  through  which, 
howefer,  space  does  not  permit  of  our  following>biin :  ^ 

"  1st.  Bad  air  and  defectire  ventilation. 

''  2nd.  Confinement  and  want  of  exercise. 

"  3rd.  Imperfect  nutriment  and  exposure  to  cold  and 
wet. 

"  4tb.  Venerea]  errors. 

"5th.  The  influence  of  other  diseases,  called  by 
Lugol  pathological  causes. 

*'  6th.  The  influence  of  climate,  of  age,  and  sex." 

Chapter  VIII  treats  of  the  localization,  modifications, 
and  compliciitions  of  scrofnla 

The  second  part  of  the  work  is  dedicated  to  the 
consideration  of  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  and 
contains  a  very  good  digest  of  the  various  remedies 
now  in  use.  In  regard  to  mercury,  Dr.  Glover  well 
observes,— '*  The  total  proscription  of  mercury  is  as 
unwarrantable  as  the  exdosive  use  of  iodine  or  cod- 
liver  oU,"  in  which  remark  we  most  perfectly  concur. 
Of  the  mercurials,  we  also  agree  with  the  author,  that 
the  Hydraigyrum  cum  Creta  is  the  best  and  safest  pre- 
paration.  His  remarks  on  the  various  remedies  are 
judicious,  and  display  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
both  the  physiological  and  chemical  operation  by 
which  they  are  characterised,  especially  as  regards 
the  compounds  of  bromine  and  iodine.  We  have 
only  space  for  a  very  brief  notice  of  his  remarks  on 
cod-liver  oil,  of  which  he  describes  three  varieties, 
for  the  description  of  which  we  must  refer  to  pages 
271-2.  Dr.  Glover  used  the  second  variety.  He 
states  that  'Uhe  effects  of  cod-liver  oil  have  been 
attributed  to  its  Iodine,  and  also  to  its  bromine," 
and  farther  observes,— '*  When  cod-liver  oil  is  taken 
internally,  no  odour  can  be  percdved  in  the  secretions 
and  excretions;  and  in  Case  1,  of  the  analyses  of 
urine,  we  obtained  it,  or  a  quantity  of  of],  at  least, 
from  this  fluid."  Applied  externally  it  appears  to  be 
absorbed  through  the  skin,  in  lllustrstion  of  which, 


quantity  in  serofnln,  bnt  remain  in  the  organ,  con- 
stlMting  the  fa«tf  liver  so  often  fonnd  in  this  diaeaae."^ 
'  Ihe  plates  at  the  end  of  the  work  ace  wdi  ealca- 
lated  to  illnstrate  the  changes  to  which  they  relate,  aaA 
are  exceedingly  well  executed.  We  must  now  oondnde 
this  notice  of  a  most  interesting  woik.  In  ddng  soi  wn 
congratulate  the  author  on  the  manner  in  which  he- 
has  performed  his  task,  and  cordially  recommend' 
it  to  our  pffofesdonal  brethren. 

I^toreelifn00  of  Societies. 
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February  6th,  1847, 

Alfred  Baker,  Esq ,  in  the  Chair. 

OV4RUN  TUMOUR  :    COLLOID  DISSA8B  OF  THE  UVER. 

Dr.  Fletcher  exhibited  a  large  right  ovary,  which 
weighed  ten  pounds,  attached  to  the  uterus,  and  a 
portion  of  the  liver  taken  from  the  aame  subject, 
affected  with  colloid  disease. 

In  the  commencement  of  May,  1846,  being  In 
attendance  upon  a  sister  I  was  consulted  by  Miss  S.» 
a  yonng  lady,  S3  years  of  age^  who  had.  slight 
general  emaciation,  and  had  Increased  naeomfortablj 
in  the  bowels;  the  stomach  seemed  in  a  tolerabljr 
healthy  state  ;  the  functions  generally  were  perforoMcl 
well ;  the  pulse  waa  abont  75,  rather  Iseble;  menstma* 
tion  was  regular,  bnt  deficient  in  quantity.  She  did! 
not  think  the  state  of  her  health  at  all  alarming  and 
only  complained  of  the  size  of  her  bowels.  She  wa9 
engaged  to  be  married  in  a  few  months. 

I  requested  to  be  allowed  to  make  a  more  partlcniar 
examination  than  her  dress  permitted.  This  waa 
instantly  acceded  tO|  and  I  then  (bond  a  tnnioar  In 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  exactly  in  the  medkuk 
line,  extending  from  the  ea  pnhia  op  to  near  th» 
nmbilicns,  smooth  and  rounded  in  its  l4Nms»  and  elaado 
to  the  touch,  and  fully  representing  a  gm?id  ntema  at 
between  the  fifth  and  sixth  month  of  .pregnancy.  Oa 
examining  per  vaginam,  the  ea  and  cerTix  of  the  atem» 
was  fonnd  in  a  virgin  state ;  the  uterus  waa  fixed  and' 
somewhat  retroverted  in  its  position,  the  os  and  cerris 
lying  forward  under  the  os  pubis,  and  the  fundus  baok^ 
wards,  so  that  the  inferior  portion  of  thebackof  tbentemt- 
covld  be  felt  without  dliBenlty,  and  on  fhisportfon  asinalll 
tnbeicnlons  nipple-Uke  prtiieetlon  was  Mt  From  Ihioi 
exanlnntioa  it  was  efSdem  that  there  wMi«tnaMri» 
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llw  lUottMi,  ftad  the  fixed  itaie  and  posMoii  of  the 
vteru.  and  the  exivteDoe  of  »  tOMll  bedf  opoi  Ht 
po0liii«r««cfaoe,iejul  aomtwhtl  to  tbo  eoDclcuion  that 
Um  tmmomt  vas  attaohad  to  the  atenu.  The  applioation 
4>f  iodine  eztemally  and  intemallj  was  the  treatment 
empkyedj  and  attending  to  the  general  health. 

Ahont  thxee  weeks  ^fterirards,  the  patient  beginning 
to  gel  thinner  and  increasing  in  size  in  the  abdomen,  by 
an  examination,  instead  of  one  single  tumour  being 
Ibandy  it  appeared  to  hace  split  into  several,  which  lay 
in  two  masses  on  either  side  of  the  median  line,— 'that 
on  the  right  extending  ap  towards  the  liver,  that  on  the 
left  not  qnite  so  much  external,  but  larger  than  the 
other.  An  examination  per  Taginam  detected  the 
ntenia  itself  in  the  same  slate,  bnt  higher  up  in  lile 
natural  positiooy  and  not  fixed ;  it  moved  freely  by 
presaore  of  the  finger.  It  was  now  quite  evident  (hat 
the  tamoars  were  ovarian,  and  that  the  uterus  was  not 
greatly  implicated  in  the  disease. 

The  patient  from  this  time  got  rapidly  worse, 
emaciation  and  debility  increased,  and  the  tumours 
rapidly  grew  larger.  That  on  the  right  side  could  be 
felt  knotty  and  hard,  and  extended  np  to  the  right 
bypochondriom,  so  that  in  a  month  after  the  last 
examination  described^  when  Mr.  Hodgson  kindly  saw 
the  casA,  it  was  impossible  from  examination,  to  say 
that  the  tumours  were  not  connected  with  the  liver. 
The  tumour  on  the  left  side  seemed  to  extend  more 
laierallj  and  not  quite  so  high  as  that  on  the  right, 
and  waa  felt  in  hard  lumps  all  over  the  left  side  of  the 
abdomen.  Anteriorly  and  below,  between  the  lumpy 
prejeclfons,  fluctuation  oonid  be  deteeted ;  and  in  the 
apper  part  and  in  the  lumbar  regions  the  sound  waa 
tympanitic  upon  percussion.  Mr.  Hodgson  recom- 
snended  iodine  to  be  pushed  even  more -extensively  than 
it  had  been,  which  was  continued  for  some  time. 

The  future  state  of  the  patient  can  only  be  described 
aa  getting  worse  and  worse;  emaciation  went  on 
without  interruption;  the  tumours  increased  in  size. 
At  times  there  was  difficulty  in  passing  motions  or 
sirine;  at  times  there  were  slight  pains  in  different 
parts  of  the  abdomen,  more  particularly  in  the  right 
inguinal  region,  but  these  were  neier  severe  in  llieir 
character,  and  readily  gave  way  to  fomentations  i^ad 
letches,  and  after  extreme  emaciation,  she  died  on  the 
'Sfhh  of  January,  1847. 

Pati-mortem  examination,  January  30th,  twenty 
hours  after  death.  The  body  in  tlie  utmost  state 
of  emaciation;  abdomen  hard  and  much  enlarged, 
measured  three  feet -six  inchee  round  over  the  navel, 
and  one  foot  nine  inches  from  the  oa  pubis  to  the 
ensifomrcarlilage.  x 

The  head  waa  not  examined.  The  eontents  of  the 
•thorax  were  free  from  disease.  The  Integnments  of 
-the  abdomen  were  very  much  distended.  On  opening 
(the  abdomen,  nbont  a  gallon  of  fluid  escaped  from  the 
•eavi^  of  the  peritoneum,  of  a  brown  colour,  4^ul 
tnrWd.  On  examining  it,  it  slightly  raddened  litmus 
paper,  waa  1.090  in  specific  gravity^  and  very  highly 
eoagolttble  on  boiling.  The  peritoneum  waa  thicker 
than  normal^  and  waa  covered  by  a  thick  semi>trans- 
j^arent  gelatinous  substance,  wMch,  on  examination 


nnder  tha  vicvMcope,  artlhited  the  obaraetefB'  of 
fibrin,  whieb,  most  psobably,  in  the  pveeess  of  coagu- 
latioD,  had  separated  Imrn  the  fluid.  The  whole 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  occupied  by  the  ovaries* 
whicl^had  increased  to  an  immense  size ;  the  right  one 
(the  one  produced,)  was  rather  longer  than  the  left, 
but  not  more  than  half  its  bulk ;  it  weighed  ten  pounds, 
and  was  composed  of  cells  of  different  kinds ;  some  were 
cysts,  and  contained  fluid,  (which  of  -course  escaped 
upon  being  punctured ,)  others  contained  a  soft  sabstadce, 
having  the  yellow  seml.trattsparentmppearance  of  colloid 
matter,  whilst  other  nodules  were  eompoeed  of  a  hard 
cartilaginona  substaaoe;  the  two  latter,  examined 
under -Ike  microaeope,  exhibited  the  nucleated  celts  of 
malignant  disease.  There  was  a  small  nodule  of 
tubercle,  which  prnjected  at  the  posterior  part  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus.  The  liver  exhibited  nodules  of 
colloid  matter,  which  had  the  s^roe  appearance 
under  the  microscope  as  the  portion  taken  from  the 
ovary.  The  spleen  and  pancreas  were  healthy.  The 
intestines  were  healthy,  but  contracted,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  their  peritoneal  coat,  whleh  was  rather  thiekened, 
and  they  were  covered  generally  with  coagulated  fibrin. 
The  kidneys  were  healthy,  bnt  the  pelvis  and  upper 
portions  of  the  ureters  were  distended. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THB 
ACADEMIE   DES  SCIENCES,  PARIS. 

February  22,  1847. 

JBTHBR-INOALATIOK. 

M.  Flourens  read  a  notice  respecting  the  influence 
of  ether  on  the  medulla  oblongata.  He  remarked 
that  he  had  prevlonsly  ascertained  that  in  the  spineJL 
marrow  sensation  was  abolished  before  motion,  bat 
that  both  might  be  destroyed  without  destroying  the 
life  of  the  animal.  The  explanation  of  this  is  sought 
in  the  following  experiment :— 

A  dog  being  fully  brought  under  the  influence  of 
sther,  the  medulla  oblongata  and  spinalis  were  laid 
bare.  Pricking  the  latter  In  both  its  anterior  and 
posterior  columns  gave  rise  to  no  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  animal.  This  point  being  clearly  ascer. 
tained,  the  medulla  oblongata  was  irritated,  when  the 
animal  uttered  a  loud  cry,  and  the  muscles  of  the 
neck  were  seen  to  contract.  The  ssme  phenomena 
were  elicited  in  two  similar  experiments,  from  which 
M.  Flourens  draws  the  conclusion  that  the  different 
portions  of  the  nervous  system  are  successivelj 
influenced  by  the  esther,  end  that  the  medulla  oblon- 
gate  is  the  last  in  the  series. 

The  same  physiologist  has  made  trial  of  other  athers, 
aa  the  chloric  and  nitric,  the  fonner  of  which  exhibited 
an  action  precisely  similar  to  the  sulphuric.  In  three 
experiments  with  the  latter  the  animal  was  destroyed  (?) 
in  the  space  of  two  minutea. 

[The  French  word  succomber  is  generally  employed 
with  the  signification  of  death,  bnt  possibly  the  eiperi« 
menter  here  uses  it  to  express  insensibility;  we  do  not 
believe  that  death  would  be  produced  in  the  short 
period  mentioned,  as  we  have  inhaled   pure    tfitric 
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•thir,  cmtMj  aM  wlahoml  m  iMMiinhU  lMlia«  of 
tiMracto  lMMiv8iitaee»  »9l  «K|MienMA  Ami  tht  «■» 
of  tnlphiiric  Mher,  bal  vHIkmI  aaj  oyMptooM  vMeb 
woald  l«a4  m  (o  tspeoi  Moh  nyiilljr  fatal  eiboto. 
Tmotl.] 

TIm  inbakHoB  ol  aloohol  dSd  act  proAttoe  anj 
inieniiUIUy,  bul  only  intoxioatloD.  M.  Flowonb 
soma  op  as  follows :-— I.  Tho  aotion  of  the  atber  opon 
the  neffToae  oeMm  to  loecsselv  and  progr— Ire. 
2.  The  eeitbral  lobes  afe  tot  inlluenced ;  nest  the 
eerebellam,  then  the  spinal  maireWy  and  last  of  all,  the 
nedalla  oblongata. 

M.  Laagler  raUted  se?eral  syddUionel  operaUons 
nnder  •ther»  and  slated  that  he  had  parUcularljr 
remarked,  that  the  oolonr  of  the  arterial  blood  iraa  not 
altered,  as  has  been  represented. 

M.  Gerdj  observed  that  he  did  not  consider  It 
necessary  to  prodooe  entire  InsensibUiiy,  as  he  had 
found  patisnts  bear  operations  without  manifestation 
of  pain,  in  whom  the  0theriBatlon  bed  only  produced 
slight  stapefsot&on. 

M.  Landooay  related  bis  ezp«*rinents  to  determine 
the  combustibility  of  expired  mlher,  from  which  it 
appears  that  all  fear  of  explosion  may  be  discarded. 

M.  Docros  suggested  that  the  effects  of  ather  migr' 
be  immediately  dUsipsted  by  gaWanism. 

UAL  AMD  APrAEBNT  DBATR. 

M.  Mandl  made  known  a  means  of  distinguishing 
real  from  spparent  destb,  which  consists  in  noting  the 
effects  of  a  burn  upon  the  integuments.  The  results 
obtained  by  M.  Msndl  are  the  following:"-^ 

I.  A  bam  of  the  second  degree  produces  vesication 
in  ihe  living  subject. 

3.  This  does  not  take  place  in  the  dead  body. 

3.  The  author  does  not  venture  to  state  that  vesioa- 
tion  takes  place  in  all  indiTidnals,  and  in  every  form 
of  disease. 

M,  Serree,  in  conneetlon  with  the  above  oommani- 

cation  lamented  thai  there  was  no  oertain  sign  of  death, 

a  point  of  mnch  eoMequenee  in  many  oasca,  ae  for 

instance,  where  the  propriety  of  the  Cesarean  operation 

becomes  a  qoeetion,  and  he  in  consequence  proposed  a 

commisaion  to  enqnire  Into  the  merit  of  the  preposed 

tesU 

March  8th. 

M.  Flooreas  read  a  seeood  memoir  upon  the  physio- 
logical action  of  mthcr,  in  which  he  exhibiied  iu  close 
aftnil^  to  asphyxia. 

M.  Boaz  related  a  case  of  tetanns,  in  which  he 
eonsldeeed  that  the  fslal  evant  waa  decidedly  haetened 
by  the  tehalatloa  of  mther. 

AHA  LYSIS    OF    THE    BLOOD    ATTBB    IHHALATIOH 

OF  Mramm, 

II.  Lassalgne  communicated  the  results  of  an  exami- 
nation of  the  venous  blood  of  an  animal  before  and 
after  inhalation.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  his 
observations  :— 

1.  The  blood  taken  before  and  after  inhalation  did 
.  not  differ  aenilbly  In  colour,  nor  as  to.coagnlation ',  that 
taken  after  Inhaling  exhaled  a  itrong  odonr  of  miher* 


3.  ThneerBBiaiideloliatfMtwo 
dtfend  aa  baknf^ 
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Before  Inhaling  j 
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3.  After  inhaling,  the  semm  acquires  a  slight  reddish 

tinge. 

4.  The  clot  appears  less  conaisteBt  before  than  after 
inhaling. 

5.  The  globules,  fibrin,  and  the  albumen,  preserreth* 
jame  proportiona  after  as  before  Inhalation. 

6.  The  quantity  of  mther  abeorbed  by  the  blood  is 
inappreciable  In  the  small  quantity  of  blood  submitted 
to  examination.  We  have,  however,  endeavoured  to 
ascertain  this  quantity  by  studying  comparatively  under 
the  same  thermometric  and  barometric  conditions  thn 
tension  of  the  serum  before  and  after  Inhalation,  com* 
paring  the  result  with  the  tension  of  a  solution  of 
CBther  of  a  known  strength.  By  this  means  we  belleva 
that  we  are  authorized  In  estimating  the  quantity  of 
mtber  absorbed,  as  0.0008  of  the  quantity  of  the  venoua 
blood. 

INFLUBKCB   OF  JBTHB&  OH  TBK  CIBCULATION* 

M.  Amnssat  repeated  hto  conviotion  that  the  phyalo- 
ologieal  effect  of  mther  was  a  Toritable  asphyxia ;  he 
also  stated  that  the  blood  U  rendered  more  fluid  and 
less  coagu table.    The  latter  ciranaMtanoe  he  regarded 
as  Important  In  refsrsnoe  to  seoondary  bmmorrhaga. 

JBTBEB  AS  A   MEANS  OF  BBTBCTIKO  FEIGNED 

DISEASES* 

A  novel  application  of  this  agent  has  been  suggested 
by  M.  Baudens,— namely,  that  of  detecting  malingeriag. 
Two  cases  are  related,  one  of  feigned  spinal  curvatniv^ 
the  other  presumed  feigned  anchylosis  of  the  hipj  botk^ 
in  soldiers.  In  the  first  case  the  dorsal  deformiij 
totally  disappeared  during  the  mlhereal  insensibillt j ;: 
in  the  other  the  immobility  ot  the  joint  remained,  and 
waa  thereby  proved  to  be  real. 

CBBMICAB  COMFOaiTlOH  OF  OaTBO-BABCOlCa* 

M.  Koux,  desirous  of  ascertaining  Ihe  eompoaMo» 
of  this  fbrm  Qf  tumour,  analysed  a  apedmen  removed 
from  the  hnmeras.  It  waa  found  to  consist  of  tb* 
following  Ingredients:— 

Water      -    ' 87.8ft 

Choedrine  •       *       -        •     0.8& 

Albumen  .....  0.30 
If  argarine,  atemrlna  ...     '0.S8 

Oaibonate  of  Hbm  ....  0.87 
Phosphate  of  lima  ....  0US9 
Sniphateaof  sodaandpotasa    •  OJtS 

Carbonata  of  soda  ....  0.14 
Snlphata  oi  AMgaeala,  ailloa,  fee. 


SIOMS  OF  APPABEMT  DEATH. 

M.  Levy  claimed  the  priority  of  discovery  d  veaSca-^ 

tlon  after  burning  as  a  test  of  real  and  apparent  daalh.. 

M.   Bonchut  related  some  exparimenti  eatireljt 
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nkwriTt  «/  tti«  cTidlMHty  of  tliit  iMt,  liavUig  mo- 
CMdtd  in  ralflDg  «  perfeet  radMlloii  in  ftwroorpiM. 

[Tlie  fMdw  m«7  recolUet  some  •zperiments  on  the 
SMie  to^ct  by  M.  CbAmponfllon»  (Prov.  Jownai, 
Jan.  97,  1847.  J  wbioh  an  ttricUjr  in  aoooidMict  with 
thoM  tainted  by  M.  Boocbnt] 


ABSTKACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  TH£ 
ACADEMIE  D£  MEDECINB. 
Febniary  23,  1847. 
The  claims  of  Mr.  Wells  to  priority  in  the  applica- 
tion of  mlher.inlialalion  hariDg  been  discossed,  the 
meeting  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  employ. 
ment  of  the  extract  of  nnz  vomioa  in  chorea,  which 
formed  the  snbject  of  a  memoir,  by  M.  Tronsseao,  m 
wu  reported  npon  by  M.  Ganltier  de  daabr}-. 

jKTHXn-IMHALATION  IN   OBSTSTRICAL  PniCTICK. 

M.  Dubois  observed,  that  although  what  be  had  to 
bring  before  the  meeting  was  to  a  certain  extent 
connected  with  the  subject  of  previous  discassions,  lie 
yet  considered  that  he  should  adduce  moch  that  was 
new  and  important  M.  Velpeau  and  M*  Bourier 
bad  been  the  first  to  express  the  surmise  that  the 
stupefying  eifecu  of  mther  might  be  made  aTai)able,  in 
remonng  the  paius  attendant  upon  parturition,  but  the 
speaker  was  the  fiist  [in  France.  TnuuUH  to  put  the 
pmettee  lo  the  teal.  Hie  oljjeols  in  hia  esperimenta- 
tiona  were  to  assure  himself  in  Ibe  first  place^  that  the 
•ther  was  inoffensiTe  to  the  mother  and  child,  and 
also  to  laam  thenction  wonld  not  extend  itself  to  the^ 
mnsolea  of  the  ntems,  and  so  destroy  its  contraeiUity. 
In  illustration  of  hia  intestigationsy  he  narrated  the 
following  cases  :««• 

A  female,  aged  18,  primiparons,  exhibited  no  sen- 
sation  of  pain  wliUe  the  foroepe  wae  applied.  In  a 
second  and  similar  case,  the  same  insentiblUty  was 
obserred. 

In  reply  to  the  questibn  whether  0ther  has  the  power 
of  abolishing  the  contractility  of  the  aterns,  and  tlie 
abdominal  mosdee,  he  related  tlie  subjoined  cases  :— 

A  female  who  had  been  in  labonr  with  her  first  child 
for  two  honrs,  was  the  sobjecl  of  regular  and  severa 
paint.  labalaUon  pradnoed  certain  unpleasant  pheno* 
aena,  each  aa  diHimiiialhin  ta  tte  head,  i^|eetion  pf - 
the  eyea»  steftoroas  biaathingy  frc,  but,  neeeithelces, 
the  eoBUactions  of  the  womb  wen  not  afieeled»  and 
took  plaee  witheat  the  alighlest  eonsdoasaets  on  tho 
pari  of  the  patient  During  the  insaaaibOily,  tha 
palaalionaol  the  total  heart  were  distinctly  perceptible, 
bat  appeared  to  diminieh  in  fliequenoy  as  the  insen* 
aibUHy  of  the  flMither  beoaase  mote  profoand. 

In  anather  lMsale»  who  cried  oat  loadly  aader  tlie 
sareitty  of  her  paina,  •ther  prodaeed  ccvapleta  insensi. 
bm^  la  thiaa  minaliB;  daring  this  period  Iha  aleriiie 
cinliaetiona  euntiuiad  wMi  their  aaaal  vlgewv  bat  gave 
riao  to  no  eapiaaaien  of  pain  on  the  part  of  tha  patient. 
In  tbia  slali  tho  ehlM  was  expellod»ond  on  mcoveriitg 
her  scnaee,  tho  patient  doelaiad  thai  she  had  been 
perfboUy  anooasdoas  of  auflering. 

TlM  ooaolaflloim  stated  by  H.  Daboli,  aa  aritinf  oat 
of  hia  osporimants,  an^r-flmt  miher  baa  tho  power  of 
sabdaing  pain  In  obstetrleal  operations;  that  it  sasponda 


tho  nataril  pitaa  of  labomr  la  a  awat  aMvfcod  maanor ; 
bat,  on  the  otiMr  Imd,  that  it  dooasol  aaapoad  olthor 
the  contraetloas  of  the  womb,  or  of  the  abdominal 
maseles.  In  answer  to  the  qaestion  pat  by  some  of 
the  members,  M.  Dubois  further  stated  that  he  had  not 
dMorved  thst  any  HI  efbet  was  prodacod  upon  the 
diild  by  the  inhalation. 

MaibhSnd. 

ON  CATBBTBaieif  III  OTMCTVUia  OV  TBI  mKNPHAOUa. 

This  was  the  title  of  a  memoir  by  M.  Troussean, 
having  for  its  object  the  recommendation  of  graduated 
proliangs  in  the  treatment  of  constriction  of  tho 
oesophagus.  In  the  discussion  which  ensued,  M.  Oerdy 
remarked  tliat  there  was  nothing  noTol  in  the  treatment^ 
and  relatsd  a  case  in  which  he  hsd  succeeded  in 
restoring  the  calib^  of  the  passage,  after  It  had  been 
»o  far  reduced  aa  to  admit  an  urethral  sonnd  with 
difficulty.  M.  Cloquet  observed  that  great  dlscrimina- 
tlon  was  necessary  as  to  the  nature  of  the  obstruction, 
in  cases  in  which  this  mode  of  treatment  was  proposed. 
It  was  spoken  of  by  Velpeau  as  of  great  value  in 
spasmodic  and  simple  iufiammsiory  strictures. 

March  9ih. 

JBTOER-INHALATION   DUllINd  LABOUR. 

M.  Bourier  related  the  following  ease :— A  feasale, 
aged  36,  entered  the  Hoepital  Beaujon,  having  been 
in  labonr  for  At*  or  Six  hoava.  The  uterine  contrao4iooa 
were  rapid ;  the  os  uteri  dilated  to  three  centimeters ;  the 
membranee  projecting;  and  the  cervix  obliterated,  firm,, 
and  resisting.  Toe  pains  being  extremely  violent,  tho 
patient  inhaled  0ther.  At  the  expiration  of  eight 
minutes  she  became  insensible,  and  from  Ihal  moment 
ikt  Mterime  eoa/rac/ioMS  ceased,  but  recommenced  on  her 
recovery.  As  M.  Bourier  observed,  this  case  is  directly 
opposed  in  its  result  to  those  of  Dubois  and  Simpson, 
both  of  whom  mention  that  the  uterine  pains  are  not 
Infineaoed  by  the  agent 

In  remarking  on  this  caae,  M.  Roax  enquired  whether 
tho  Intermlsaaoa  of  tho  paiaa  was  ool  accidental,  and 
anoonaoeted  with  tho  Inhalatloa,  and  alladed  to  tho 
natarally  lalafnilloni  ehavactar  of  tho  utoriao  oon- 


Mareb  16ih. 

Ailer  tho  reading  of  a  coamsission  of  inquiry  on 
several  different  methoda  of  embalming^  M.  Daboia 
preaented  a  apeeimea  of 

trouTAWBOVB  AMroTtnoB  m  Ttn  fobtto 

Tho  fnftint  had  been  born  two  daya.  Tho  mUdlo 
and  ring  finger  of  the  left  hand  had  kid  tho  upper 
pholaax,  as  had  abo  two  loeo  on  ea«h  foot.  Tho- 
eitnmlty  both  of  tho  flagera  and  laea  oahibUod  a  aorl 
of  woand  still  bloody,  thaa  ajUsHag  Iho  laccnt  removal 
of  the  parts.  In  addition  to  theao  aoeldeala,  tho  left 
leg  preeented  a  deep  drealar  dopreaaloa  dmilar  to  that 
prodaoed  by  a  ligatare.  The  aaao  appoaranoo  in  a 
greater  degree  eiisted  also  in  the  right  leg.  At  tlio 
time  of  birth  the  amputated  parte  did  not  shew  any 
tracca  of  irritation,  bat  have  slaco  beeome  Infiamed^ 
Tlie  nmbilioal  oord  waa  not  more  than  half  iu  nsaal 
length,  bat  tho  placenta  waa  normal.  M.  Daboia. 
propoiod  to  make  mbm  ohaervalioiis  oa  this  caao  ul  a> 
ftrture  aeoting. 


\ 
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THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  OF  MEDICINE, 
8UR0ERT,  AND  MIDWIFERY. 

On  Tneadtij,  tb«  13th  instant,  a  conversazione  of 

'  the  members  of  the  National  Instilate  0/  Medicine, 
Surgery,  and  Midwiferj,  was  held  at  the  Hanorer 

-Square  Rooms,  which  waa  attended  by  a  numeroos 
assemblage  of  both  metropolitan  and  provincial  mem- 

■■  bers. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  gentlemen  present  on 
the  occasion,  the  Cooncii  had  invited  collections  of 
subjects  of  great  curiosity,  interest,  and  value,  which 
were  displayed  on  tables  down  the  middle  of  the  great 
room.  Among  these  wero  instruments  for  the  inhala- 
tion of  oether  and  of  oxygon;  admirable  models  of 
pathological  subjects,  after  the  invention  of  Di^. 
Thibert;  a  great  many  specimens  of  articles  of  the 
Materia  Medica,  remarkable  for  parity  and  superiority 
of  quality  and  character ;  and  there  was  a  reflection 
of  engravings  and  curious  objects  of  virtue  referring 
to  tbe  archaeology  of  medicine,  the  property  of  G.  J. 

'Squibb,  Esq.,  this  collection,  comprising  the  largest 
number  of  engraved  portraits  of  eminent  medical  men 
of  all  ages  and  countries  which  is  known  to  exist. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Welleloae  Square,  exhibited  many 
natnral  curiosities,  and  also  one  of  his  close  eases  for 

-the  cnltare  of  plants,  and  kindly  gave  a  short  liistory 

•  (|f  his  discovery  of  this  most  agreeable  and  useful 
adjunct  to  the  cultivation  and  preservation  of  plants, 

•  in  an   atmosphere  so  unfavourable  as  that  of   the 
« metropolis,  and  also  as  respects  great  diversities  of 

temperature. 

Mr.  Ward,  after  citing  the  elegant  hypothetical 
description  of  the  physical  peculiarities  of  climate  in 
paradise,  from  the  writings  of  Guemerus  Rolfincins, 
a  professor  at  Jena,  1669,  C*  Nulla  ibi  immodica 
ventorum  via,  nulla  tempeUalum  procella,  nullus  horror^ 
non  torren$  astaiU  ardor,  non  tnoUsta  cl  noxia  antermin 
siccUas;   sid  Umperata  H  padfica  omnium  iemporum 

'  cieier   u  coitMo»antia,** )    stated   that,  supposing    the 

descripUon  to  be.  probable,  it  was  not  nnreaaonable 

to  conclude,  that  the  atmosphere  and  climate  of  his 

case  might  be.  nearly  those  of  paradise  itself. 

Following  up  the  analogy,  Mr.  Ward  did  not  donbt 

''that  apartments  for  human  habitation  might  be 
similarly  adapted  for  the  oecnpation  of  invalids  suffering 
from  pulmonary  and  cutaneous  diseases,  mentioning 

^  the  instanoe  of  a  lady  wbo^  having  been  ordered  to  a 
warmer  climate^  from  circumstances  being  unable  as 

•^well  as  anwiUing  to  leave  home,  rooms  were  adapted  for 
her  use  on  this  principle,  in  which,  after  living  for  one 

'  or  two  years,  she  was  perfectly  restored  to  health. 

In  tbe  coarse  of  tl»  evening  Mr.  Peoainglim,  Ihei 
▼enerable  and  Ui^ly-nspeoted  President  of  the  Insti* 
^  tnte,  deUveved  tiie  IbUowing  address  :-^ 

**  Gentlemeo/^After  diffieatties  innvnerable,  we 
<  haTe  at  length  arrived  at  a  period  in  the  history  of  the 

National  Institnte  whiDh  I  trust  will  be  an  evidence  of 
'  two  things t— 1st;  That  as  •  elasa  we  are  determined 

to  sustain  our  position,  and  to  aaeert  wHh  becoming 
^  dignity  our  right  to  be  considered  one  of  the  tdentifio 
« bodies  of  the  kHigdon,  and  an  essential  part  of  the 


medical  profession  s— 2nd  ;  That  as  general  pracd- 
tioners,  hitherto  In  possesion  of  no  means  of  social 
communion,  we  are  resolved  to  famish  them  for  oar. 
selves,  and  no  longer  to  be  solely  dependent  opOn  th« 
oourtesy  of  other  bodies. 

*'  I  have  been  sixty  years  a  member  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons.  I  believe  that  I  am  the  oldest  member  of 
that  body,  and  I  fearlessly  assert  that  no  man  has  had 
better  opportunities  of  Judging  than  t  have  respiting 
all  that  Is  connected  with  our  professi6fl,  and  of  tha 
various  relations  of  that  profession  to  the  public.  M  j 
intercourse  with  every  order  of  medical  practitlonera 
during  this  long  series  of  years,  and  my  enjoyment, 
I  may  fairiy  say,  of  a  very  considerable  shsre  of  'th* 
public  confidence,  has  afforded  mo  means  more  exten- 
sive than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  individual, 
not  only  of  judging  what  the  medical  requirements  of 
the  community  are,  but  Use  of  the  capabilities  of 
every  description  of  medical  practitioner. 

^  You  arfe  all  aware,  gentlemen,  that  daring  the  whole 
of  my  life  I  have  practised  as  a  general  practitioner. 
CttUen,  WillUm  Hunter,  Jenner,  and  Abererombie, 
were  general  practitioners,  and  we  have  a  right  to  feel 
prond  of  the  memory  of  such  names.  Throughout  the 
lengthened  period  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  have  had 
the  most  complete  demonstmtlon,  that  the  eouildenoe 
reposed  by  the  public  In  the  competency  and  skill  of 
the  general  practitioner  haa  been  well  merited,  and 
that  the  principles  apon  which  the  generttl  praotHfoner 
stands  an  those  of  truth  and  justice;  and  my  connao- 
don  wHh  the  National  Association  and  the  National 
Institute  has  assnred  me,  that  this  eonfldeaee  not  onl  j 
continues,  bat  Is  on  the  inereaae,  and  that  I  and  otbers 
who  must  soon  pass  from  the  scene,  will  be  followed  by 
gontlemen  who  #111  equally  enjoy  It,  and  who  la  the 
progressive  advancement  of  praetieal  medical  and 
surgical  science,  will  fhUy  sustain  the  oliaracter  and 
the  honour  of  their  class. 

**  Identified  as  I  have  been  with  tMs  class —impressed 
with  the  most  thorough  oonvlction  that  the  wAftre  of 
the  community  depends  upon  Its  prosperity— ohsenring 
Its  progressive  advancement  In  knowkdge  and  ra- 
speotabilily— it  has  for  many  years  been  a  aoorOe  of 
deep  regret  to  me,  that  so  large  and  hUelUgent  a  body, 
embfaeing  as  It  does  so  mueh  eterilog  worth,  AotM  ba 
deprived  of  the  advantages  which  woald  resalt  to 
themselves,  to  science,  and  to  tbe  public,  tnm  their 
assodatioB  into  an  effleetive  and  permanent  body ;  by 
which  association  only,  aan  they  t^e  their  stand  as 
one  of  the  rseogniaed  Medical  InstHatlons  of  the 
country. 

*■  My  eneiiglas  hava  ever  been  dliaoted  to  tiie  attain- 
'dient  of  this  object  I  took  an  aotlve  partdnrbig  the 
agitation  ci  the  yaata  ISI%  IS18,  IS14,  and  ISK. 
^mththisollSeet  in  view,  I  hailed  wlA  satlslhctfon  tha 
attalnnent  of  tlie  Act  of  1816.  Defeatlve  as  it  was. 
tha  Act  gave  to  the  ganaral  praetltlooer  the  power  of 
edneating  himself  up  Co  tbe  standaid  which  his 
important  fonedons  demanded.  From  that  thna  to 
the  present,  and  totally  apaft  fkmn  any  MU  Inttodtftead 
by  any  minister,  I  have  nevaf  Adled  to  advocate  Tsa 
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AB^  the  reUlning  tbto  power  in  their  ova  hands,  sod 
extending  and  perpetaatlng  thU  important  privilege. 
It  waa  the  contemplated  abrogation  of  thie  privilege^ 
and  the  tendency  to  lower  the  aocial  and  profeeelonal 
poeitloii  of  the  general  practitioner,  and  thereb^r  to 
inflict  a  aeriooa  iojorj  apon  mj  fellow-creatarei^  in  the 
change  recentlj  adopted  bj  the  College  of  Surgeoni^ 
and  in  the  medical  legislation  reeentlj  attempted« 
which  induced  me,  at  mj  adTancefl  period  of  Ufe» 
again  to  take  an  act!  re  part  in  asserting  tho  claims  to 
consideration  of  the  class  To  which  I  belong* 

"  PersonaHj  I  hare  no  interest  in  the  natter.  M j 
eo^^fort  and  convenience  would  have  been  better  con- 
suited  bj  ease  and  retirement— taking  no  part  whatever 
in  ^litical  agitation.  Still,  I  bj  no  means  regret 
the  part  I  Aom  taken,  and  I  here  again  declare  mj 
BDdinching  determination  to  do  all  that  lies  in  mj 
power,  bj  erei7  means  that  can  be  suggested,  and  to 
th^  latest  day  of  my  life,  to  aocompUsh  the  objeot 
which  we  have  so  much  at  heart,  an  objeot  which, 
in .  my  mind,  involves  tlie  security  end  happiness 
of  the  whole  community.  At  the  same  lime  I  should 
not  be  doing  you  Justice  if  I  hesitated  to  express  my 
deep  rtgveiand  great  dissppointment,.  at  the  apathy, 
distmsls^and  lukewarm  spirit,  with  whifihthe  profeesion 
hs4  rigended  olgeeta  so  highly  important  both  to  them* 
selves  and  the  commuoiiy ;  and  that  out  of  a  l»ody 
numbering  perhaps  13  or  15,000  individuals,  only  dOOO 
have  as  yet  been  found  publie  spirited  enough  to  enrol 
tbdr  names  as  opponents  of  a  scheme  of  legislation 
based  npon  the  most  erroneous  principles,  while  a  still 
smaller  number  have  come  forward  to  oo-operate 
actively  to  promota  a  just  and  beneficial  measure  of 
MsniCAL  Rbpokm. 

'*  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  live  in  hope  of  better 
things.  The  National  Institute  will  try  end  earry 
through  its  plans  in  the  faoe  of  eveiy  diseouragement  or 
difficnlty  which  may  preaeni  itself.  It  is  ednteniplated 
immediately  to  take  a  house,  aa  •  permanent  abode. 
The  Mpresentative  conaeU  will  be  annually  renewed, — 
we  shall  hold  our  general,  ear  scientifiq,  and  enr  social 
meetings^— we  hnve  already  commenced  a  eoUeellea  of 
books,  and  a  large  and  valnaUe  libraigr  will  be  donbC- 
lem  formed  with  great  rapidity,--«  museum  will  be  the 
ncKt  oldeet  ef  our  soUcitndej  and  I  trust,  that  before 
Icngy  we  shaU  be  enabled  to  give  mibHtmHal  eneonrage'. 
ment  to  the  owmbets  of  the  laslltnie  for  contributions 
to  science.  A  gieat  ol|}ect  of  the  preeent  meeting  has 
been  to  bring  together  the  Puotiiicial  and  the 
MBtnorouTSW  Mbmbbrs,  that  they  may  have  the 
epportantty  of  eommnning  freely  with  each  other  upon 
all  these  subjects,  and  upon  any  and  CTery  other  sutjeet 
which  may  bear  upon  their  political  and  aeeial  welfare) 
and  for  the  especial  pnrpoee  of  promoting  the  grealest 
desideratum  of  all^a  mutual  good  understaadiug. 

*'  I  bate  net  deemed  it  rigbt,gentlemea,  looeeapy  yoar 
time  npon  the  preeent  oesasion  by  any  lengthy  addreee'; 
but  I  was  anxious  to  avail  mysdf  of  the  eppoftnnity, 
to  make  my  own  views  and  my  ewn  determlaation  well 
understood,  and  for  that  pnipose  I  have  had  these  few 
obeervaHoBs  printed,  that  any  gentlemen  who  desire  it 
may  haTe  copies  for  themselresy  or  for  those  ilriends 


who  are  not  present,  and  that  no  misapprehension  may 
arise  from  any  imperfection  in  my  delivery.  I  wiU 
conclude  by  stating,  that  npon  this  first  occasion  the 
Council  has  laboured  under  great  disadvantages,  owing 
to  our  not  having  rooms  of  our  own;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  shewing  what  the  nature  of  our  social 
meetings  will  be,  they  have  hastily  collected  together  a 
few  objects  of  interest  I  hope  every  one  present  will 
pass  the  evening  agreeably,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  I  trust  that  we 
shall  separate  with  a  renewed  determination  to  employ 
our  utmost  zeal  and  energy  to  promote  the  successful 
issue  of  the  cause." 

The  conclusion  of  this  addren  was  followed  by  the 
unanimous  expression  of  warm  applause,  and  a  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  otual  refreshments  were  at  hand  in  the  adjoining 
room.  All  appeared  to  enjoy  the  utmost  satisfaction  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  evening,  and  separated  with  an 
assured  confidence  in  the  expectation  of  the  pleasure 
of  similar  re«unions  at  (hture  times,  with  improved  and 
enlarged  appliances,  and  means  of  social  and  intel> 
lectual  enjoymeut 


CHARGE  OF  UNLAWFULLY  PRACTISING  AS 
AN  APOTHECARY :  CONVICTION. 

An  important  trial  on  s  clisrge  of  unlawfully  practising 
as  an  spotheesry  took  place  at  the  Bolton  Quarter 
Sessions  before  the  Recorder  in  the  early  part  of  last 
monih.  The  oflboder,  Ellis  Filteroft»  sppears  to  have 
t>een  somewhat  ehsngeable,  as  he  originally  eommeuced 
^e  active  business  of  life  as  a  brick-setter,  then  became  a 
policemen,  then  returned  to  his  original  occupation,  ulti- 
mately taking  op  with  the  trade  of  agent  and  asristant  to 
an  Ameriean  heriwltst,  and  occasionally  it  seems  doing  a 
little  bosinem  on  his  own  account,  lo  for  at  least  as  to 
bring  Idm  within  the  limltt  of  the  Apothecaries*  Act. 

The  fottowing  is  the  eridenoe  brought  fofward  on  the 
part  of  ibe  prosecution,  u  reported  in  tlie  BoUon. 
Chtvnicie^  end  on  which  a  eonnetloB  look  place  :— 

Leltiee,  wife   of  Thomas  Hartley,  stated:   On  the* 
7Ai  of  I>ecember  last,  my  son,  Robert,  was  ill.    J  know- 
Ellis  FlUcroflt ;  I  went  to  him  on  Tuesdsy  morning,  the- 
8th  of  December,  at  his  own  house.    I  told  him  thst 
my  child  was  poorly.    He  asked  me  how  it  was ;  I  mid^ 
it  was  very  red  in  its  cheeks.    He  mid  his  child  would* 
hsve  been  in  its  grave  but  ibr  some  stuff  he  called* 
Cofll&*8  medichit.    He  said  if  the  child  was  red  in  its, 
cheeks  it  must  be  the  acariet  fover.    I  told  him  my 
mother  had  three  children  pooriy.    He  sold  me  l|d. 
worth  of  fuspberry  leafes ;  he  said  I teustgel  one  penny- 
worth of  penny  royal,  erix  them  together,  and  pour 
boiling  water  upon  them.    He  eame  the  same  day  to  my 
qiother's  house,  where  the  child  was.    He  brought  a 
powder  with  htm.    He  called  for  belting  water,  but  he- 
mixed  the  powder  up  in^  some  cold  wafer,  and  gave 
it  to  thechild  as  well  as  he  couM.    He  said  it  was  to 
make  it  <*  sweat.**    My  moUier  gave  the  other  to  tm 
child.    He  gave  me  a  belile  of  smff;  it  was  not  so- 
« terrible"  stieng ;  it  was  dark-eeloand*    He  said  It  was. 
intwdedle  make  itsidi.    I  gave  it  to  the  child  nntil  half-- 
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ptst  seven  at  night ;  it  beeame  sick,  bat  coald  not  foinit. 
He  came  at  the  dinner  lime  and  pot  a  bottle  of  water 
to  its  feet  and  one  to  its  bade,  after  he  had  given  it  the 
powder.  After  eight  o'clock  the  same  night  I  went  to 
his  house.  I  got  something  from  his  wife.  He  came 
the' next  day,  between  two  and  three  o'clock.  He  did 
not  bring  any  stnif  with  him.  I  gave  the  child  the  atoiT 
I  got  from  his  wife,  and  when  he  came  he  toid  me  to 
give  it  it  every  lioor.  The  child  grew  wdHe.  I  went 
to  bis  hoose  on  the  Friday.  He  gave  me  some  more  to 
make  it  vomit  My  father  gave  Mr.  Denham  the  stoflT 
that  was  in  the  bottle,  which  was  produced  at  the  inquest. 
On  the  Friday  the  defendant  charged  me  Is.  9d.  for  the 
atoir.    My  child  died  on  the  day  following,  Saturday. 

Alice  Grundy,  the  mother  of  the  last  witness,  deposed : 
I  saw  the  powder  which  the  defendant  brooght  to  my 
hoose.  I  bad  three  children  ill  of  scarlet  fever.  The 
defendant  looked  at  them,  and  Mtd  that,  if  we  did  not 
take  care,  one  of  them  would  go  off  in  a  dcclioe.  He 
aaid  he  would  engage  them  for  half-a-crown  each,  but 
I  did  not  approve  of  it.  There  was  some  of  the  powder 
left;  be  said  it  would  do  it  no  harm,  and  I  gave  it  the 
child,  who  cried  and  said  **  Mother  its  bamiog  my 
throat'*  She  was  red  in  the  face  before,  but  she  went 
more  red.  I  afterwards  went  to  the  Dispensary,  and 
my  children  are  all  well. 

Cross-examined  :  The  defendant  is  known  in  Bolton 
as  the  agent  of  Dr.  Cofllo,  a  herb  doctor. 

Susannah  Greenbalgh  said:  My  husband  (George 
Greenbalgh,)  was  aged  25  years.  He  died  on  the  16th  of 
January.  He  gave  np  work  on  the7ih  January  (Thursday.) 
on  aeeonnt  of  being  poorly.  The  day  after  he  brought 
home  a  bottle  of  alnff.  He  took  a  portion  of  it  every 
thmee  hoars.  He  thonght  it  did  him  good  at  first ;  lie 
thought  so  till  Toeeday.  He  wu  bedfast  on  Wednesday 
aiorning.  He  then  sent  me  for  PUteroft.  He  (FUtcroft,) 
came  and  saw  him  in  bed.  He  ordered  hot  water  to  his 
feet,  and  a  vinegar  cloth.  He  desired  me  to  go  to  his 
house  for  some  medicine,  which  was  to  sweat  him,  **  pick" 
him,  and  purge  him.  I  went  to  his  bouse  and  received 
two  powders;  one  of  them  was  green,  and  the  other 
buff.  He  charged  me  4d.  for  them.  He  said  I  must 
take  nearly  a  teaspoonfol  of  the  green  powder,  and  mix 
it  with  wnrm  water  and  sugar  in  a  cnp.  He  Said  it  was 
to  sweat  him.  I  was  to  put  two  teaspoonfek  of  the 
orange  powder  into  a  gilt  and  a  noggin  of  warm  water,  in 
«  pint  jug.  I  was  to  give  hUn  not  quite  a  lescapfbl 
«very  twenty  miantee.  I  gave  it  him  together  till  he 
vonld  not  fiavn  it  any  more.  He  got  worse,  and  died  on 
the  Saturday.  Maigarei  Rogetson  gave  some  of  the 
powders  to  Pinnigan,  the  poliee  officer. 

Cross-eiamined.  For  a  day  or  two  at  first  my  bnsband 
Ihonght  he  wu  better  from  the  medidoe.  He  went  onl 
two  or  thice  times.  Piilcroft  told  him  he  waa  unfit  fer 
work.  He  went  to  his  work  on  the  foUowiog  Tuesday, 
and  cenld  only  work  tbree-qoarters  of  a  day.  He  waa 
woiae  on  Tuesday  night    PUtcrofi  said  he  had  got  cold. 

Maigaiwt  Rogciaon  depoetd :  I  saw  Greenbalgh  in  bed 
•on.  the  Thnnd^  before  he  died;  he  appeared  to  be  in 
gyeat  pain;  he  cesBpiaioed  of  being  thiisty,  and  oalled  for 
water,  by  quarts  at  o«m.  I  remniaed  with  him  during  the 
tiighi.    I  gave  the  powders  to  Pinnigan,  the  peUce-ofltoer. 

Ami  Leaoh:  I  was  abont  two  months sinoe  afteted 


with  the  rheomatism.  I  sent  for  PUteroft,  and  he  sent 
me  some  medicine,— a  powder  and  a  bottle.  I  took  a 
little  of  the  powder,  which  felt  very  warm  ;  and  aiWr- 
wards  I  took  the  whole  powder.  I  only  took  one  glass  of 
the  bottle.  I  asked  the  price  of  the  bottle  and  powder. 
He  said  I  must  never  mind  it,  there  was  soBMthing 
tietween  my  matter  and  Mm.  He  owed  him  something 
for  ale. 

Cross-examined.  I  got  belter  of  my  rheumatism,  but 
not  before  I  applied  to  Mr.  Chadwick ;  I  think  he  set  me 
up.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  passing  Flitcrofi's  place.  He 
has  a  sign  over  his  door,  which  says,—*  Ellis  Flitcroft, 
vender  of  herbs  from  America ;  licensed  to  sell  lea  and 
cofi^."  I  have  heard  them  say  he  was  acting  under  Dr. 
Coffin's  prescription. 

Martin  Pinnigan  :  I  am  acquainted  with  Plilerofil.  I 
first  knew  him  when  he  joined  the  police*force,  five  or  six 
years  ago.  I  know  him  to  be  a  brirk -setter.  I  received 
from  Margaret  Rogerson  soase  powders,  which  I  delivered 
to  Mr.  Taylor,  the  coroner.  I  have  been  in  Flitcroft'a 
place ;  I  mw  a  qnaotily  of  bottles,  of  all  siaes. 

Cress-enmined :  I  was  instmcted  by  Mr.  Taylor  to 
inqnire  into  thia  matter,  in  consequence  of  two  inquisi- 
tions. I  am  the  coroner's  officer.  I  colleeted  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  inquisitions,  except  that  of 
Mrs.  Leach.  I  never  endeavoured  to  get  op  a  ease.  I 
appeared  before  the  Magittralea  to  apply  for  a  wanant 
in  this  case. 

Thomu  Mewbora :  I  apprehended  defendant  en  the 
28th  of  January  on  this  charge.  I  read  ovw  the  watvaat 
to  him ;  be  said  he  had  no  eertifieate— 4ie  did  not  require 
fpy«  and  that  he  was  not  an  apethtjcary,  as  he  dealt  in 
nothing  but  herbe  and  plants. 

J.  Taylor,  Esq.,  aoUcitor :  I  am  coroner  of  the  borough. 
In  the  course  of  my  official  duties  two  posrders  were 
given  to  me  by  Pinnigan.  Those  are  Uie  aame  that  have 
been  submitted  to  Mr.  Denham. 

Joeeph  Denham,  Esq.,  depoaed.  I  am  a  surgeon  and 
apothecary  in  Ibis  town.  By  direction  of  the  coroner,  I 
made  a  pott'tmnifm  examination  of  the  liody  of  the 
child  Robert  Bariley,  who  had  died  of  infiammation  of 
tlie  lungs.  It  was  a  medical  care.  I  have  examined  the 
powders  produced.  The  green  one  is  Lobelia,  sometimea 
vulgarly  called  "Indian  tohaeeo."  It  is  one  of  the 
medlcioes  in  the  Materia  Medlca.  It  operates  u  aa 
emetic;  in  largjs  doses  u  a  purgative.  In  very  large 
doses  it  acts  as  a  powerful  narcotic  poison*  I  shooUl 
say  it  ia  likely  Aq  be  injurious  when  it  does  not  produce 
vomiting.  The  other  powder,  the  buff  one,  consists  of 
cayenne  pepper  and  spices.  It  is  a  stimulant,  and  wouUl 
produce  a  warming  effiKt  In  my  opinion  it  would  be 
injociotts  to  a  person  labouring  under  infiammation,  and 
Improper  for  a  child  of  the  age  of  Robert  Bafttoy  under 
any  drcnmstaucesL  It  is  in  the  Materia  Mediea.  i 
ahottld  say  it  weeld  produoe  gioat  thintf  thai  ia  iu 
,  nataral  ^feet, 

Cibes-examined :  Cayenne  pepper  aeta  aa  a  stimulant. 
The  sflMllast  doae,  say  a  grain*  or  half  e  gmin.  would, 
produce  an  iocreaaa  ia  the  circulating  p«««a  of  a  nhild. 
It  might  be  a  proper  medicine  to  adasieialer  in  eaam  of 
great  debility.  The  other  powder  ia  kiwwn  as  Lobelia 
tnfiata.  To  the  bfst  of  my  recollection  it  waa  not  in  Hm 
Pharssaoopmia  of  1819;  but  capsicum,  which  ia  alio 
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called  eaytnne  pepfMr,  wu.  Lobelia  ii  a  re^^elable 
prednetioo.  It  is  a  deeeripiioa  of  tobaoeo.  I  beUere 
it  grows  in  Ameiiea.  Dniggistt  are  la  the  hafaii  of 
selling  cajeooe  pepper  loseogei,  and  many  kinds  of 
medicinal  preparaUoni.  Cayenne  pepper  may  be  nad 
from  grocens »  well  as  cinnamon.  I  am  not  aware  that 
Lobelia  is  lold  by  druggists  or  grocers. 

Re-ezamined:  A  great  namber  of  medicines  are 
Tegetable  preparations.  Rhnbarb,  opium^  and  prossic 
aeid  are  snch.  Druggists  sell  medicines  when  parties 
come  to  ask  for  tbem«  but  it  is  no  part  of  their  business 
to  go  out  and  prescribe  medicines. 

Tbe  case  was  opened  by  Mr.  Brandt  and  defended 
by  Mr.  Sowler,  whose  arguments  went  rather  to  show 
that  the  renders  of  quack  medicines  in  general  rendered 
themaelres  liable  to  the  penalties  of  the  Apothecanes' 
Act,  than  that  his  client  had  escaped  the  infringement 
of  it.  A  witness  was  called  for  the  defence,  from  whom, 
however,  nothing  material  was  elicited,  and  Mr.  Brandt 
baling  replied,  the  Recorder  summed  op  at  some 
length,  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  acts  named  in 
the  evidence^  said  to  hare  been  done  by  the  defendant, 
were  practising  as  an  apothecary,  and  the  Jury,  after 
consnlting  together  for  some  time  returned  a  verdict  of 
gnUty.  The  defendant  was  then  ordered  into  custody 
and  sentenced  to  one  month's  imprisonment. 


MR.  CRONIN'S  CASE. 
to  trb  editor  ov  thb  provincial  medic  ax.  as9 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Withoat  ezsmifllng  tbe  very  ununtai  ** pretcriphon'* 
yrodneed  at  tlie  inquiry  into  this  case,  for  the  purpose  of 
ibowing  how  Ikr  it  is  compatible  in  a  eiiemieftl  point  of 
view,  and  withoot  arguing  how  fw  the  ^  Art  of  Prescribing" 
is  therdo  stndiedytalung  the  composition  as  a  whole,  sorely 
then  can  be  no  obfeetioD  in  showing  what  the  different 
articles  so  Rineb  doubled  or  qnettiooed  are. 

I  give  the  prescription  as  copied  froM  the  Timet 
Dewspeper,  and  of  course  u  a  copy  I  rb  not  icspoo- 
sible  for  its  being  a  correct  transcript  of  Mr.  Cronin's 
latinity,  nor  for  any  other  errors  or  omissions  which 
any  be  found  in  it :—  ' 

"R.  Spt.  Ammoo.  Aromat.  -        •       -       -   dr.    Sj. 

Tioet.Opii gtt.xvj. 

Acidi  Prussia,  vis.,  (Scbeeie's  sUength,)  -  gtt.  ir 

Pnlv.Strych.  Comp P»    y. 

Aqum  Amygd.  Aonr.     •       «        -        •  oi.    ij. 
M.  Piat  Mist,  e  qua  tumaiur  coch  ij.  tor  die. 

«  Feb.  3»  1847,  Miss  CoUier, 

"D.C.'' 

The  aubjeined  fonnnlm  have  been  given  for  tbe  A^ 
AlsygdubnuB  Amamm  a— 

*  Aqua  Amygdalanm  Amaram."  . 

'"Mix  2  Iba.  of  fresh  cake  of  bitter  alnouds  (fcon 
wUdiUieott  has  been  expremed,)  with  euough  water  to 
form  •  ihiB  pap.  In  tweoty-faur  hens  distill  Jib. 
by  sseant  of  sma,  eoBdneted  to  the  betlOB  of  the  still  by 
RtebueooMeted  with  a  boiler.  Fite  the  distilled  water 
ibtosf  h  wet  paper.**— PcHit  Oodex. 

M.  BMdir  pgepeiii  to  ■!>  hatfidwriMiof  cwolitl 


oil  of  bitter  almonds  and  ten  drachms  of  diluted  hydro- 
cyanic acid  (Pharm.  Lond.)  with  twelve  ounces  of  dis* 
tilled  waterl  The  mixture  to  be  well  shaken  and  theo 
filtered. 

The  dose  of  either  form  is  given  as  from  ten  to  forty 
drop!. 

Another  substitute  is  the  "  Emulsio  Amygdala  cum 
Amygdalina,'*  of  Wdhler ;  and  this  is  made  by  forming 
one  ounce  of  emulsion  with  two  drachms  of  8#eei 
almonds,  and  dissolrfng  in  it  seventeen  grains  of  amyg- 
daline.  The  formula  for  amygdaline  is  as  follows  r-— 
Boil  well  pressed  cake  of  bitter  almonds  twice  in 
strong  alcohol;  strain  through  linen,  and  press  the  residue; 
remove  any  oil  that  may  appear ;  heat  tbe  liquid  again, 
and  filter.  In  a  few  days,  part  of  the  amygdalina 
crystallizes.  Concentrate  the  residusry  liquor  to  • 
sixth  part,  and  add  ether,  which  will  throw  down  the 
amygdaline.  Prsss  it  between  blotting  paper ;  wash  it 
with  asther;  re-dissolve  in  boiling  alcohol,  and  set  aaide 
to  crystallize. 

According  to  the  evidence  given  at  the  inquest,  it 
appears  that  they  (at  Crunin's,)  made  their  own  **  bitter 
almond  water,**  and  that  it  was  in  the  proportion  of  six 
minims  of  essentisl  oil  of  bitter  almonds  to  a  quart  of 
#ater. 

From  Gray*i  Supplement  we  find  that  the  formula  for 
*<  Aqua  Amygdal.  Amar.,"  is  bitter  almond-cake^  bruised, 
\  lb.  draw  off  five  gallons;  and  a  second  form  is 
g^ven  under  the  name  of  *<  Aqnr  Amygdal.  Amar.  Con- 
centrata.'*  But  upon  this  I  bold  we  should  not  dwell, 
nor  should  any  eomparison  be  drawn,  aa  it  may  savor  of 
nnfoirness;  for  the  *' preseriptidn'*  certainly  does  not 
contain  the  word  *' concentrata,*'  sAthough  it  is  quitu 
certain  that  the  patient  died  by  taking  a  like  preparation. 

The  Aqua  Amy  gdalarum  Amarum.,aceordmgtoCronin'a 
noetmm,  as  known  to  himself  was  perfeotly  harmless  ; 
but  how  uncertain  or  Indefinite  to  every  one  else  what 
he  really  intended  to  be  given,  or  tbe  dose  he  meant  to 
be  taken. 

As  regards  the  other  WMeoeptod  trtide^  the  receipt  of 
Brera  rune  thus  :— 

*'  Pulvis  Strychnie  Compositos. 
R.  Strychnise         -        -        -        -  C  J. 
Oxyd.  Ferri  Nigri    -        -        .dr.  Ij. 

Sacebari dr.iij. 

Misee  et  divide  in  partes  sex.'* 
The  evidence  given  at  the  inquest  farther  informs  us,, 
that  to  make  the  ''Compound  Strychnine  Powder,*' 
according  to  the  defendant's  mode,  was,  that  he  put  two 
grains  of  strychnine  to  half  an  ounce  of  sugar.  Now  in 
this  no  mention  is  made  of  the  black  oxide  of  iron,  which  is 
found  in  Brera's  formula;  and  moreover,  the  proportional* 
quantity  of  strychnine  is  much  greater.  T)di  is  adduced 
to  shew  tbe  vagueness  of  what  was  ordered,  although  it 
most  be  admitted  that  tbe  small  quantity  of  two  grains 
of  tbe  private  form  of  the  Polvis  Strycfaoiss  Compositus^  ia 
a  six  ounce  mixture,  could  net  contrUMte  to  the  sad  erent,. 
if  it  had  formed  part  of  the  componnd. 

A  MEMBER. 
Febfoeiy  17, 1847. 
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ANATOMY  AND  PHYSIOLOGY. 

OH  TBS   HBRTIS  OF  THE  TONflUB. 

An  inaporteBt  memoir  on  thU  tn^eet,  bj  MM.  Biffi 
«nd  Morganti,  contains  the  following  conclneionf  :•« 

1.  The  gloteo-pbaryngeal  nenre,  independent  ot  its 
special  sensibility,  potsesess  an  ezqnisile  sense  of  loocb, 
as  was  demonstrated  by  experiment  on  dogs  and  horses. 

2.  The  pharyngeal  branch  of  the  glosso-pharynffeal 
is  not  constant  in  its  manifestations,  sometimes  it 
possesses  an  ezqnlsite  sensibility,  at  others  it  Is  qnite 
insensible. 

3.  The  glosso.pharyngeal  does  not  poesoss  motor 
powers. 

MlUler  maintains  that  the  nerre  exhibits  motor  ftme- 
tions  after  it  has  merged  fcom  the  craaioBi*  To 
Terify  this  assertion^  the  anthors  hate  repeatedly  per- 
formed the  following  experiment  :—HaTing  sawed  the 
Draniam  of  a  liring  animal  into  lateral  halves,  so  as  to 
expose  also  the  pharynx  jmd  tongne  (I!),  they  remored 
the  brain  and  cerebeUam,  andisolaled  the  medalla 
oblongata  and  the  fasolcnlns  of  nerrea  which  emerge 
by  the  posterior  fenunen  leeeram.  The  g losso^haryn  • 
goal  is  then  pinched,  npon  which  it  is  found  that  no 
morement  takes  place  in  the  pharynx  or  tongae ;  bnt 
on  the  other  hand,  thai  viWd  contraotions  are  induced 
by  irritating  the  aooessory  nerve  of  Willis. 

The  moTcmenU  which  have  been  witnessed  by 
Longet,  Goizot,  and  Mayo,  npon  irrtttiting  the  nerte, 
the  author  believes  to  be  excito.niotory,  as  the  sane 
may  be  excited  by  irritating  the  cerebral  extremity 
of  the  nerve  after  ils  division. 

4.  The  gloeso-phnryageal  is  the  nerve  of  uste  for 
the  velum  aad  pillars  of  the  palate  and  the  posterior 
two-thirds  of  the  tongue. 

5.  The  anastomotie  braaeh  of  Jaoobson  is  neither 
motor  nor  gustative»  bni  possesses  acute  taotiie  sensi- 
bility. 

6.  The  pharyngeal  branches  of  the  pneumo-gastrie 
are  not  gnstadve,  but  are  mixed  motor  fuid  sensitive 
nerves. 

7.  The  lingual  branches  of  the  filth  pair,  besides 
other  specific  sensibility,  possess  the  sense  of  touch,  but 
to  a  less  degree  than  the  other  branchee  of  the  fifth. 

8.  The  lingual  bnnches  of  the  fifth  pair  have  no 
motor  function,  bnt  may  1>e  the  incident  nerves  of  a 
refiex  movement. 

9.  The  anterior  third  of  the  tongue  receives  its 
sense  of  taste  solely  from  these  nerves. 

10.  The  corda  tjmpani  is  sensitire  but  not  motors 
it  exercises  some  influence  bver  the.  intensity  of  the 
sense  of  taste. 

11.  ITie  hjpo.glossal  nerve  has  no  specific  sensibility, 
but  is  the  chief  motor-nerve  of  the  tongue. 

Such  are  the  results  of  the  authors'  experiments, 
many  of  which,  our  readers  need  not  be  told,  are  at 
variance  with  those  of  other  physiologisU,  more  par- 
ticularly thope  connected  with  the  corda  tjmpani,  a 
nerve  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Bernard,  (Gfoze/Zs  3/Ai, 
1845,)  is  thought  to  possess  motor  powers  as  well  as  to 
be  instrumental  to  taste.    The  anUiors  at  least  appear 


to  hvw  exnrciied  care  in  tiMdr  observatloBs»  and  took 
the  very  necessary  precantlons  after  exposing  a  nerva, 
to  suffer  the  animal  to  recover  from  the  immediate 
efbets  of  the  operation^  previous  to  inserting  to  farther 
•xperimeot.— Ooretts  JM.,  Mars  6,  1847. 

PATHOLOGY. 
Bvrrr  coat  or  thb  blood. 

In  a  memoir  on  the  signification  of  the  huffy  cent 
and  on  the  production  of  the  blood  corpuscles,  Remak 
condndes  with  the  following  practical  remarks  :— 

1.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  certain  appreciation  of  the 
diagnostic  and  prognostic  value  of  the  huffy  coat,  it 
is  requisite  that  the  blood,  in  all  oases  of  venesectioa. 
should  be  collected  in  high  and  narrow  vessels.  II 
frequently  happens  that  when  broad  vessels  are  osed, 
^and  the  coagulation  proceeds  irregularly,  no  huffy 
coat  is  formed;  when,  if  collected  in  another  mannert 
it  would  have  nndoubtedly  appeared— a  fact  which 
though  generally  known,  is  very  little  attended  to. 
Since  attention  has  been  paid  in  Schdnlein's  *'  Cliniqne* 
to  the  mode  of  collecting  the  blood,  and  its  coagulnion 
has  been  carefully  watched^  a  buffy  coat  has  been 
observed  in  every  case. 

3.  The  microscopic  examination  of  the  buffy  coat 
|n  relation  to  the  qnantity  of  colourless  blood-celis« 
may  be  made  highly  useful  in  determining  its  im- 
portance, as  indicatife  of  the  stage  of  inflammation. 
The  absence  of  many  eolonrless^  blood-cells  in  the 
buffy  coat,  affords  a  much  more  certain  indication 
of  an  unusually  large  amount  of  fibrin  arising  from 
inflammation,  than  does  the  presence  of  a  great  nnmber, 
,  the  latter  condition  being  generally  dependent  npon 
the  jregenenatjon  of  blood  after  rsftsated  venesections, 
and  probably  conneeted  with  an  imperfeot  metaosor- 
phosis  of  theueUuIar  elements  of  the  blood  in  djaermsio 
diseases,  snob  as  typhus^  glanders,  scurvy,  and  eeooer. 
-^BriUak  t»d  Foreign  MedktU  Review,  April,  1847, 
p.  507. 

AHALYSM  OF   LTMVB* 

The  analysis  of  lymph  by  M.  Langlep,  given  below, 
dlifors  somewhat  from  these  previowely  given.  The 
specimen  experinienled  npon  eontnined— 

Water 983.7 

Fibrin       -        -        -        -        .        0.4 
-  Albumen  •-        .    '    .        .        6.2      * 

'  Extractive  matter  --  -.  .  2.7 
Fixed  salts  ....  7.0 
Fats-,  &c.  -         -    •   -       -       .      traces 


^ 


1000,0 
The  chief  difference  between  this  and  other  analysis 
consists  in  the  small  amount  of  fibrin,  which  varies 
usually  from  1.2  to  5.2.— /6i(2em. 

ON  THB  FIBRIN  OF  TOE  BI.O0D. 

In  a  long  menv>ir,  Zimmerman  engages  in  numerous 
enquiries  connected  with  the  chemical  composition  of 
the  blood,  the  principal  results  of  which  are  embodied 
in  the  following  propositions  :«- 

1.  The  fibrin  of  venous  blood  Is  soluble  in  a 
solution  of  nitre.  Tbe  solution  always  tokes  place 
irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  the  salt,  or  of  the  weter, 
or  of  the  degree  of  temperature. 
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9l  We  an  not  m  yet  snffioientlj  acquainted  with  the 
■olD^Uity  of  the  fibrin  of  haman  aKerial  blood,  bat  !t 
IS  leie  soluble  than  that  of  venons  blood.  The  fibrin 
of  both  the  Tenons  «nd  tiie  arterial  Mood  of  the  ox  is 
Mttlgp  imolftble;  Ihat  of  the  dog  is  retj  soluble.  In 
the  horse  the  arterial  fibrin  Is  more  soloble  than  the 
▼enoos. 

3w  Heal  favonrs,  and  oold  retards  the  solution  of 
Mediated  fibrin. 

4.  Dissolved  fibrin  resembles  albomen^  as  being 
eoignlaUe  bysitber. 

5.  Fibrin  is  rendered  insolbble  by  boiling  water. 

61  The  fibrin  of  ezndstions  is  as  soluble  at  that  of 
ftwtfOM  blood. 

7.  The  inflammatory  orast  of  the  blood  is  Tery 
sparingly  soluble. 

8l  Pntrefisction  Csronrs  the  solubility  of  fibrin. 

9.  Compression  of  fibrin  renders  it  more  insoluble.— 
Arckw.  /fir  PhysiologUcht  HeiUcuiuit, 

XXCKOaCOPICAL  OBSXBTATIONB  OH  1CTHT0BI8. 

By  M.  Nioolncei. 

The  following  obeerratlons  were  made  npon  a  woman, 
sgsd  70,  who  bad  laboured  under  icthyosis  of  the  leg 
lor  five  years.  The  soales  which  detached  themseWes, 
•MO with  the  naked  eye^  appeared  to  resemble  shagreen; 
Tiswed  on  their  adherent  aspect,  they  appeared  to  be 
arsoiar;  riewed  in  their  perpendicular  aspect^  they 
sppeared  to  consist  of  small  columns*  one  extremity 
ef  whieh  rested  on  the  skin,  the  other  forming  the 
soperfifliea  of  the  eruption. 

Under  the  microscope  the  same  columns  were 
noticed*  but  it  was  farther  noticed  that  they  were 
tabular,  and  were  united  by  some  intermediate  sub- 
stance^  The  inresting  memlmme  appeared  destitute 
both  of  oella  and  fibres.  In  the  interior  of  the  tubes 
wcfu  seen  etAU  ef  1.60th  to  1- 100th  of  a  line  in  diameter, 
with  nuclei  of  1  •240th  of  a  line ;  each  nucleus  contained 
a  nucleolus.  Of  these  cells,  some  were  oblongs  others 
many-sided;  each  contained  from  one  to  fiy9  nuclei. 

Theintertnbular  snlstance  was  composed  of  cellules 
of  MOOth  to  M50th  of  alios  in  diameter,  with  nndei, 
but  no  nucleoli.  This  substance,  as  well  as  the  tubes, 
bsssms  transparent  under  acetic  acid. 

These  inTcstigations throw  some  light  on  the  pathology 
of  icthyosis.  Most  authors  state  that  in  this  disease 
the  epideraiia  alone  is  implicated,  but  the  preceding 
nsulcs  i^poar  to  show  that  the  new  production  of 
icthyosis  has  a  greater  affinity  to  certain  homy 
growllis.  For  this  reason  M.  Nicolueci  suggests  that 
the  disease  should  be  called  JTfro/orif,  from  Keras, 
a  heni<r-<7as#(l«  MSdUale,  Mars  6, 1847. 

8UROIRY. 
•vnivcous  aicnoii  or  tbb  smmCTftm  ami  xm 

f  AMOOS  SVBOICAI.  PISBAtBS* 

[nfo  ifaBpte  opefatlOB  has  been  sneoeesitaUy  per- 
iDmed  by  Blaadin,  Guerin,  Telpean,  and  Demaiquay, 
in  ipaamodia  atrictuva  of  the  sphineter  aid,  permanent 
centraelion  of  the  mnsoles,  fissure  of  the  anus,  &c» 
Thalail^Mithor  has  published  a  long  paper  upon  the 
sil{(ecty  •  traaslalion  oi  which  appears  \n  Dr.  Rankinif  s 
*Half  Yearly  Abstracty"  from  which  ve  quote  the 
IsUowing  estract] 


**  Description  of  the  Operaiion,'^Th«  rectum  must  be 
pfeviously  eracuated;  the  patient  placed  as  for  the 
o^ration  of  Boyer.    An  assistant  raises  the  buttock 
of  the  side  oppoaito  to  that  in  which  the  section  is  to 
bo  made;  this  is  always  done  on  one  of  the  sides  of 
the  annt,  in  order  to  cat  the  sphincter  in  its  middle  ; 
a^  ordinary  tenotome,  or  a  particular  bistoury  proposed'' 
by  M.  Blandin,  may  be  employed.    The  first  is  incon- 
▼snient  from  not  being  long  enough,  nor  sufficiently 
guarded,  and  it  may  cut  or  tear  the  mucous  membrane,^ 
the  perforation  of  which  might  be  the  cause  of  serious 
accidents. 

'*  M.  Blandin's  instrument  is  a  bistoury,  with  a  strong 
handle,  and  a  moveable  plate  on  one  of  the  faces  ot 
I  flie  blade ;  the  plate  is  rounded  at  its  extremities,  a- 
little  longer  tiian  the  blade,  and  when  closed  it  covers 
it  completely.    There  are  marks  on  the  handle  which 
indicate  the  direction  of  the  edge.    The  operation  is 
performed  with  this  instrument  alone.     When  it  is 
required  only  to  puncture  the  skin,  a  small  part  of  the- 
blade  is  uncorered;    irimn  the  bisleniy  is  to  pass- 
between  the  mnsde  and  the  muoons  membrane,  the 
blade  is  hid  by  the  moveable  plate,  and  the  instrument' 
acts  as  a  smooth  and  slightly  flattened  stilet.    Whe» 
ft  is  required  to  cut,  ttie  plate  is  drawn  into  the  handle, 
and  the  instrument  is  need  as  an  ordinary  bIsUHiry. 

'*  The  operation  Is  simple ;  it  is  necessaryh.1.  To- 
make  a  small  opening  in  the  skin.  %  To  introduce  tiio* 
finger  into  the  rectum  at  the  same  timo  that  the  Mn 
of  both  sides  of  the  anus  ia  made  tense.  8.  To  pass 
tlie  tenotome  or  bistoury  between  the  mucous  membrane 
and  the  sphincter.    4.  To  divide  the  IsMer;  ' 

^  The  puncture  of  the  sUn  is  generally  asade  two  or 
three  centimeters  from  the  anus.  The  instrument 
should  pass  gently,  in  order  to  detaoh  the  porta  as  Utliw 
as  posiible.  This  la  the  most  deHcaSs  pwt  of  the 
operallott,  espedany  as  the  instruBsnt  psssss  ths  level 
of  the  sphincter.  In  one  case,  to  avoid  tlie  difficulty,. 
M.  Telpean  cut  from  bslow  npwaids,  hot  this  praetieo 
is  attended  with  ineonvenlenees.  At  ths  moment  when 
the  division  is  made,  a  kind  of  sniq>  may  be  heard, and 
immediateiy  after  the  operation  a  space  is  distinctly 
felt  between  the  divided  pasts  of  the  muscle. 

«*  After  the  operation  the  cutaneous  indsiott  is  dressed 
whh  eerale,  or  ooldowatsr  eomprem*  and  in  a  few  dayo 
the  cure  is  complete.  The  paUent  should  be  kept 
in  bed,  and  deftscatton  prevented  for  several  days*. 
Hemorrhsgo  or  infiassmatlon  oosasionally  supervene, 
but  have  never  been  found  to  prevent  a  favourablo 
result.  Occasionally,  as  in  one  of  the  instances  quoted, 
the  operation  is  required  on  both  sides.** 

TUnPSITTIMB  COLLTKIA. 

M.  Laugier  has  lately  ouids  iso  of  thia  application 
in  several  eases  at  ths  H6pltal  BeaH|on.  lolSSfcperi. 
ments  were  made  npon  cases  of  coi^unctivitis^  both 
acute  and  chroidc  ptosis,  dacryosistis  or  infiammation 
of  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  slso  sclerotitis,  all  of  which 
bad  been  (we  will  not  say'  correctly,}  already  treated 
with  a  coUyrinm  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  consequently 
appeared  to  the  author  to  be  the  most  appropriate  Jbr 
Judging  of  the  comparative  eifoets  of  the  two  remedies. 
Ths  formula  vUch  h«  glTSl  is  M  followi  >-To  tww^ 
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gndDfl  of  Venice  Uirpentine,  b«fitad  in  mn  earthenwm 
mortar,  add,  when  tafllcieiiily  flsidi  twentj  drops  of 
the  ooaenco  of  tnrpoiitiiM,  end  Iritarate:  three  or  four 
4rops  of  this  to  be  dropped  between  the  eyelids  night 
and  morning.  Its  action  was  most  lienefiofali  and 
seemed  preferable  to  that  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
emplojed  in  the  strength  of  fifteen  centigrammes  in 
thirty  grammes  of  distilled  water.  M.  Laugiir  after- 
wards tried  it  ijvith  a  nomber  of  externe  patients  attend- 
ing the  hospitali  and  afiected  with  acnte  disease  of  the 
conjancfiTa  and  cornea,  who  had  not  been  submitted 
to  any  previons  treatment,  and  their  cures  were 
sufficiently  numerous  and  rapid  to  testify  to  its  harm- 
lessness  and  efficacy.  The  proposer  of  this  remedy 
suggests  the  propriety  of  employing  the  turpentine  in 
the  form  of  an  ointment,  by  mixing  it  with  some  fktty 
substance.  He  has  used  the  pure  oil  of  turpentine  ; 
it  howerer,  increased  the  pain  exceeedingly ;  he  tliere- 
fore  recommends  its  administration  in  the  formula 
already  given. — Dublin  Quarterly  Journal,  1847. 

TBBATMBNT    OF    EMUiaQVO    SUIICIITAMSOUS 

BURSAS . 

^hen  matter  is  formed  in  these burss,  the  only  means 
is  the  oTacoation  of  tlie  duid  by  a  free  opening ;  Uiis  is 
unattended  with  danger,  and  followed  by  a  rapid  and. 
complete  cure.  Wben»  however,  the  bursal  affection  is 
recent,  the  skin  thiut  and  the  fluid  probably  a  mere 
increase  of  the  natural  secretion  of  the  cavity,  the  em- 
ployment of  blisters,  or  the  external  application  of  the 
tincture  of  iodine,  is  the  best  means  of  lessening  the 
swelling;  hot  it  will  probably  return.  For  a  complete 
cure,  or  in  those  ca^s  where  the  swelling  does  not  yield 
to  the  application  of  blistersi  or  to  the  external  applica- 
tion  of  iodine,  more  especiaUj  if  the  swelling  be  not 
large,  the  best  plan  of  treatment  is  to  introduce  a  fine 
thread  through  tbeiSVeUiogy  and  use  it  as  a  set.on*  On  the 
second  day  Ibis  generally  cauoes  considerable  pain 
and  requires  withdrawal.  A  small  quantity  of  puiiform 
fluid  passes  for  a  few  days  through  the  opening,  after 
which  the  swelling  geta  gradually  less,  and  contract- 
ing is  completely  oured.  Very  frequently  the  bursa 
suppurates  so  freely  as  to  require  a  free  opening,  the 
hole  for  the  thread  laaving  closed.  Although  this  is 
an  extra  source  of  pain,  yet  the  cure  is  more  eomplete, 
and  quite  compensates  for  this  accident.  Removal  of 
borsee  simply  for  their  inconvenience  is  a  serious 
matter.— C^merod'f  CkftiaU  OiservatUma,  p.  ^0. 

HuEMOBBHAGB  FBOM  LBBCH  BITKB. 

In  order  to  arrest  the  hflemorrhage  from  leech  bites 
M.  Morand  advises  the  application  of  a  mixture  of 
six  parte  of  olive  oil,  and  two  of  yellow  wax;  this  is  to 
be  spread  in  a  thin  layer  over  the  bleeding  orifices* 
previously  wiped  drj»^Brii,andF9r,IUv,,  April  1847. 

CHEMISTRY. 

MEW  TBST  FOB  PBU88IC   ACID. 

By  Professor  Liebig. 
When  some  sulphuret  of  ammonium  and  caustic 
ammonia  are  added  to  a  concentrated  aqueous  solation 
of  pnusicacid,  and  the  mixture  heated  with  the  addition 
of  pure  flowers  of  sulphur,  the  prussic  acid  is  converted 
In  a  few  minutes  Into  sulphooyanide  of  ammonium. 


Ihte  metamorphosis  depends  on  the  oireamstaddbf  that 
the  higher  sulphorete  of  ammonium  are  taatantly 
deprived  by  the  cyanide  of  ammonium  of  the  excess 
of  sBlphur  they  contain  above  the  monosulphnret ;  for 
instance,  if  a  miztnre  of  prussie  add  and  ammonia 
be  added  to  the  pentasulphnret  df  ammonlnm,  the 
selnflea  of  which  is  of  a  deep  yellow  colour,  and  the 
vrhole  gently  heated,  the  snlphuret  of  ammonium  ia 
soon  decolorized;  and  when  the  dear  eelourlees  Hquid 
is  evaporated,  and  the  admixture  of  sulphnret  of 
ammonium  expelled,  a  white  saline  mass  ts  obtained, 
which  dissolves  entirely  in  alcohol.  The  solntiott 
yields,  on  cooling  or  evaporation,  colourless  erystala 
of  pure  sulphocyanide  of  ammonium.  Only  a  small 
quantity  of  sulphnret  of  ammonium  is  requisite  to 
tonvert,  in  the  presence  of  an  excess  of  salphur, 
unlimited  quantities  of  cyanide  of  ammonium  into 
sulphocyanide ;  because  the  sulphuret  of  ammoniam, 
when  reduced  to  the  state  of  monosulphnret,  constantly 
re-acquires  ite  power  of  dissolving  sulphur  and  trans- 
ferring it  to  the  cyanide  of  ammonium.  The  foUowiag 
proportions  will  be  found  to  be  advantageous  :—>Two 
ounces  of  solution  of  caostic  ammonia  of  0.96  spadfie 
gravity,  are  saturated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gas;  the  hydrosolphate  of  ammonia  thus  obtained  is 
mixed  with  six  ounces  of  the  same  solution  of  ammonia, 
and  to  this  mixture  two  ounces  of  flowers  of  sulphur 
are  added;  and  then  the  product  resulting  from  the 
distillation  of  six  ounces  prussiate  of  potash,  threa 
ounces  of  the  hydrate  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  eighteen 
ounces  water.  This  mixture  is  digested  in  the  water- 
'  bath  until  the  sulphur  is  seen  to  be  no  longer  altered 
and  the  liquid  has  assumed  a  yellow  colour;  it  is  then 
heated  to  boiling,  and  Itept  at  this  temperature  until 
the  sulphnret  of  ammonium  has  l>een  expelled  and  the 
liquid  has  again  become  colourless.  The  deposited, 
or  excess  of,  sulphur,  is  now  removed  by  filtration,  and 
the  liquid  evaporated  to  crystallization.  In  this  way 
from  3}  to3§  ooncfis  of  dazzling  white  dry  sulphocyanide 
of  ammonium  are  obtained,  which  may  bo  employed 
as'a  re-agent,  and  for  the  same  purposes  as  the  sulpho- 
cyanide of  potassium.  Of  the  two  ounces  of  sulphur 
added,  half  an  ounce  is  left  undissolved. 

The  behaviour  of  the  higher  sulphurets  of  ammoniam 
towards  prussic  acid  furnishes  an  admirable  teat  for 
this  acid.  A  couple  of  drops  of  a  prussic  acid,  which 
has  been  diluted  with  so  much  water  that  it  no  longer 
gires  any  certain  re-action  with  salu  of  iron  by^  the 
formation  of  prossian  bine,  when  mixed  with  a  drop 
of  snlphuret  of  ammonium  and  heated  upon  a  watch- 
glass  until  the  mixture  is  become  colourless,  yields  a 
liquid  containing  sulphocyanide  of  ammonium,  whidi 
produces  with  persalts  of  iron,  a  very  deep  blood-red 
colour,  and  with  persalta  of  copper,  in  the  prasenee 
of  sulphurous  acid,  a  pereeptible  white  pcecipitate  of 
sulphocyanide  of  copper.— /^te^i^'s  AnntUen,  Jan.»  1847. 
— CArmacv/  GazeHe,  April  1, 1847. 

MODB    OF    BBIfOViNO  THB    tTAIHS   OF  -NlVman    •» 

StLTRB  FBOM  LHIBM. 

Mr.  HerapRth  states  that  these  stains  consist  of  finifly 
divided  metallic  silver,  in  intimate  union  with  the 
tissue  of  the  cloth.    They  are  Immedfatdy  remoted  by 
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Ow  foUowiag  plaa :— Tbe  tpottod  llneB  is  to  be  ttf  aloed 
orir.a  bMia  of  hoi  viMer,  and  a  few  drops  of  tioetore 
•f  iodine  ere  lo  be  dropped  on  eecb  spott  pre?  leiisiy 
■olstened  wilb  water.  Upon  tbem  it  then  to  be  ponred 
•oAdenft  of  a  telatioo  of  tbe  hypooiUpbile  of  toda  to 
ditielve  the  iodide  of  riWer  Chns  prodnoed^  and  the 
time  ie.  imaMdiately  to  be  waabed  ia  warm,  water. 
The  tiaotiue  of  the  pharmaeopcria,  and  a  loleilien  of 
one  draebm  of  the  hj poaulpbita  of  toda,  in  two  onneee 
of  water,  are  tbe  preparatioae  reconimended« 

Taking  into  eonsideration  tbe  immente  deatmctSon  of 
luun  which  ia  eanied  by  the  aae  of  Inner  xanstio 
iojactionsy  the  abote  saggestion  it  extremely  valoable. 
^Pkarmacmiieal  Journal,  April  l,  1847. 
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TOTAL   ABSTINENCE    AND    MEDICAL 
TESTIMONY. 

to  thji  bditor  of  ths  provincial  mbdioai*  amd 

buboical  journal. 
Sir, 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  this  important  subject, 
hj  the  letter  of  your  correspondent  0,  in  the  last  number 
of  our  greatly  improved  Journal ;  and  for  the  instruction 
of  jonr  readers,  and  the  worthy  gentleman's  inspection, 
I  beg  leare  to  annex  the  articles  of  declaration  to  which 
he  refers,  and  which  he  characterizes  as  containing  **  asser- 
tions unproved,  and  consequently,  rash  and  dangerous.*' 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  are  of  opinion— 

"L  That  a  very  large  portion  of  human  misery, 
iocladiog  poverty,  disease,  and  crime,  is  induced  by  the 
use  of  alcoholic  or  fermented  liquors,  as  beverages. 

"XL  That  the  most  perfect  health  is  compatible  with 
total  abstinence  from  all  such  intoxicating  beverages, 
whether  in  the  form  of  ardent  spirits,  or  as  wine,  beer, 
ale^  porter,  cider,  &e. 

"III.  That  persons  accustomed  to  such  drinks,  may,  I 
with  perfect  safety,  disconiinoe  them  entirely,  either 
at  ooee,  or  gradually  after  a  short  time. 

**TV.  That  total  and  universal  abstinence  from 
elcoholie  liquors,  and  intourating  beverages  of  all  sorts, 
wonld  greatly  contribute  to  the  health,  the  prosperity, 
•the  morality,  and  the  happiness  of  tbe  human  race. 

"John  Bostock,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S. 

«  Richard  Bright,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  to  the 

Queen. 
"Sir  B.  C/Brodii,  Bart.,  F.R.S.,  Sergeant-Sur- 
geon to  her  Majesty, 
"Sir  W.  Buhnbt,  K.C.H.,  M.D.,   F.R.S.,  Phy- 

sician  General  to  the  Navy. 
"W.  F.  Chambbbs,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,    Physician  to 

the  Queen  and  Queen  Dowager, 

"Sir  Jambs  Clark,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Physician  in 

Ordinary  to  her  Majesty.'* 

Now  it  is  but  fair  to  ask  yoor  correspondent,  which  of 

ihe  four  very  plain  statements  he  finds  so  rash  and 

•dangerous  T  ,  He  talks  of  no  consideration  being  given 

ID  Ike  evidenee  en  wfafeh  *■  sneh  pfopoMtieM>  regarddt  as 

acieBttlle  tmtba,  fliay  be  supposed  to  rest;"  again,  that 

in  .easy  good  natnre,  hardiy  escusable,  has  caused  Ihe 

apMtine  of  many  to  be  given,  Ac.    Now,  really  Mr. 

fidilpr,  these  commenU  an  ao^  in  veiy  good  taai^ 


cenaideffing  (he  high  cbaneter,  in  sdenee  end  morals, 
of  the  men  who  have  appended  their  signelnres;  neither 
does  it  greatly  indicate  tbe  plnlosophioal  aoiUBen  of  this 
defender  ef  drinking  naages. 

The  qnotatien  from  Liebig*  goes  fisr  nothing ;  indeed 
that  iUnatiiotts  chemiai  distinctly  stataa  that  beer  and 
spirits  are  not  elements  of  nutrition,  but  merely  elemente 
oif  respiration.  With  regard  to  tbe  opinion  of  Mitscherlich, 
that  alcohol  is  formed  in  our  system  fiom  the  sugar  of 
oor  ordinary  food,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the  sup- 
posed quantity  maybe  per  diem?  and  even  supposing  the 
fact  proved,  which  it  never  has  been,  tbe  analogy  is  bad, 
and  no  more  proves  the,  benefit  of  these  stimnU  aa  daily 
drinks,  than  the  physiological  &ol  of  free  mnriatic  acid 

log  formed  ia  tbe  stomaoh  during  digestion,  would 

oe  the  importance  of  oor  drinking  daily  this  corrosive 
poison. 

But,  lest  0  should  be  supposed  to  be  an  advocate  of 
intemperance,  he  winds  up  his  arguments  by  a  qualified 
condemnation  of  the  evils  connected  with  these  habits, 
at  the  same  time  solemnly  cautioning  his  medical  friends 
to  pause ! !  "  ere  they  bring  their  characters  as  men  of 
science  into  question,  by  assertions  which  are  not  borne 
out  by  well  ascertained  facts  in  physiology  and  chemistry." 

Really  there  is  something  of  the  ludicrous  in  a  nameless 
nJember  of  our  Provincial  Association,  from  his  concealed 
retreat,  uttering  oracular  cautions  to  such  men  as 
Bostock,  Bright,  Brodie,  and  others,  and  the  absurdity 
of  which,  I  think  on  mature  reflection,  he  mast 
acknowledge. 

The  subject  altogether  is  roost  important,  and  did  I  not 
fejsr  occupying  too  much  space  in  your  valuable  columns, 
I  could  show  .9  from  the  most  undeniable  evidence, 
that  the  generally-received  opinions  about  the  nulritive 
qualities  of  stimotating  beverages  are  quite  worthless; 
and  also,  that  in  very  many  eases,  the  only  chance  of 
breaking  tbroogfa  the  mischievous  habit  of  drinking,  is  by 
total  abstinence. 

I  admit  that  temperance,  in  a  well  regulafed  mind,  may 
be  all  that  is  necessary  ;  but  alas  I  for  one  man  or  woman 
who  can  stop  at  the  right  point,  there  are  hundreds  to 
whom  the  cup  is  truly  Circean,  and  its  draught  a  physical 
or  moral  poison. 

Excuse  the  length  of  my  yarn,  for  I  have  a  great 

horror  of  long  letters. 

And  believe  me, 

Yoon  respectfully, 

EDWARD  HUMPAGE, 
Bristol,  April  23, 1847. 

•  Soe  •*  Familiar  Letters  on  Chemistry,**  No.  X. 


THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  DIRECTORY. 

to  the  xditon.  of  the  pegvincial  medical  and 
sukgical  joubnaz*. 
Sib, 

A  very  sensible  letter  appears  in  your  journal  of 
March  Mtb,  signed  *<  Candidus^"  in  reference  to  the 
"Provincial  Medical  Directory,"  publishing  the  names 
and  residences  of  persons  as  medical  practitioners,  leav- 
ing ns  to  guess  tbe  grounds  of  qnalification  fo  any  such 
tiUe  they  vnBj  poaieas.    I»  fiw  one»  coiuider  it.  the  duly 
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of  llw  proprieCoft  of  that  Direelory,  oot  only  to  tmui 
all  aaact  soot  to  tban,  devoid  of  titlo  tbroogli  tbo 
nufdt9iy  of  ilMtr  appUetRlit  bat  alto  to  aseerimn  that 
tfaote,  to  wfaoie  nanes  titlet  are  allied,  do  really  poneas 
mob.  This  of  coetee  would  entail  on  the  proprieton  of 
the  Diteciory^  the  trouble  of  exaoniiiiog  the  printed 
liiti  of  the  Twioat  lieensing  bodies ;  b^t  it  voold  at  the 
same  tinae  enhance  the  rahie  of  the  Directory,  which  is 
otherwise  a  record  devoid  of  otflity,  and  an  enconraf e- 
aient  to  quackery  and  imposition.  I  think  I  could  select 
a  name  or  two,  for  which  their  owners  (as  men  of  letters,) 
can  make  no  higher  claim  than  appending  to  their 
patTonymies  now  in  that  Direetory,  the  letters  M.S.O'P., 
that  iato  say,  Blember  of  the  Society  of  Odd-Fellows.  The 
Directory  onght  to  be  a  true  book  of  reference  of  quali- 
fication, or  cease  to  be  at  all. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  8k,  ftc, 
Honitoo,  Devon.  M.S.O.F. 


memcal  inttiligmtt. 


MEDICAL  REGISTRATION  BILL, 

On  Tuesday,  April  20tb,  Mr.  Wakley  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  "  Fok  thk  Rbgxstkation 
OP  QuALirsD  Medical  PnAcriTioNsna,  and  roB 

Am BMDIKG  THS   LaW  mVLATING  TO  THB  PftACTICB 

OP  Mbdicine  in  Oabat  Britain  and  Jabland." 
The  Bill  baa  been  printed,  and  is  ordered  to  be  read 
a  second  time,  on  Wednesday,  May  5th. 

'*  Probably  this  is  the  last  Parliamentary  effort  that 
will  be  made  in  the  present  generation  to  obtain  an 
Act  for  the  Registration  of  Qualified  Medical  Practi- 
tioners, and  for  amending  the  present  anomalous 
condition  of  medical  law.  If  an  immense  majority  of 
the  medical  practitioners  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
nnite  their  exertions  in  support  of  the  Bill,  they  will 
obtam  a  hiw  which  will  confer  both  upon  them  and 
the  public  inestimable  advantages.  If  the  profession 
be  indifferent,  Parliament  will  be  indifferent,  and  the 
Bill  must  be  lost.*'^Irfiiictff ,  April  24tb. 


THE  JACKSONIAN  PRIZE. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Sni^eoos,  the  prizes  founded  by  the 
late  Samuel  Jackson,  Esq.,  were  awarded  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Callaway,  jon.,  of  London,  for  his  DisaerU- 
tion  on  Luxations  and  Fractures  of  the  Clavicle, 
Scapula  and  Scapniar  End  of  the  Humerus,  and 
IVeatment;  and  to  Mr.  Edward  Hnlme,  of  Exeter, 
for  his  Dissertation  on  Asphyxia,  iu  varioua  Canacs, 
Forma,  and  IVeatment. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

GeatknMnadmitled  Members  on  Friday  April  UHh» 
1847;— P.  A.  U  Faigue;  W.  Toi«e;  F.  Moore} 
8..Wi&a;  H.  R.  Rvmp;  T.  Webb;  J.  £.  EUcrton; 
S.  AdaflM;  W.D,  MIcMl;  D.  Hoghea;  C. Monday. 

Adudtted  MMBbm  m  Wedii«day»  April  21tt..*-»H. 


B.  Gibbon;  A.  Feifoaon;  J.  V.  Hogbea;  J.  Harwood; 
J.S.  ^arse.  W.  S.  Sbiptoa;  W.  M.  Pairbrotber;  R.. 
D.  Hanriss  J.  £.  Gamion;  W.  H.  Sproaton;  J.  L* 
Cotter;  G.  Fry;  J.  T.  Campion. 

Admitted  Members  on  Friday,  April  the  2Srd: 
— G.  F.  Jones;  T.  J.  T.  Williams;  W.  D. 
Eddowes;  J.  W.  Hubbard^  J.  L.  Worship  i  T. 
ArmstiOBv;  A*  R.  H.  Podmore;  A  S.  WiUoox;  J* 
Feifuson  ;  W.  H.  Baylis. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  April 
15tb,  1847  :*-Frederick  Freemen  Allen,  Market  Har^ 
)boioogh ;  William  Pelmer,  Rogeley;  William  Genrgw 
Harvey,  Peoaance;  William  Mott ;  William  EUia 
Hambly,  Kingsend,  near  Pljrmonth ;  Abraham  Jabb» 
junior,  Halifax;  William  Price,  Wrexham;  Edward 
Haycock,  London;  William  Alexander  Bryden» 
Wadhnrst. 

Admitted  Thursday,  April  22nd :— Morgan  Thomas^ 
Vale  of  Neath,  Ghimorganshire ;  Henry  Tomer, 
Sherborne,  Dorset;  Hubert  Shelley,  Epsom;  Charica 
Thompson,  Salisbury;  Peter  Eade,  Blofield,  Norfolk ; 
George  Hother,  Lewea;  George  Browne,  Reading. 


OBITUARY. 


Died,  March  8th,  at  Vienna,  the  Ritter  vonRainsaniiy 
Chief  Physician  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria. 

April  2nd,  in  Oracechurch  Street,  London,  Riehari 
Casson,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  late  of  Hull,  where,  aboat 
twenty  years  ago,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Dr. 
Alderson,  he  established  the  Eaat  Riding  Lunatic 
Asylum. 

13th,  in   Harley  Street,  William  Maclure,  Esq.,. 
Surgeon,  aged  56. 
'  19th,  in  Finsbury  Circus,  lliomas  Bevan,  M.D.y. 
aged  43. 

24tb,  in  Upper  Stamford  Street,  aged  73,  Fori>e« 
Macbean  Chevers,  Esq.,  a  retired  Surgeon  of  the  R.  N*. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL  AND   SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO    MBMBBKB. 

Gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  enbecriptions. 
for  the  current  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears^  are  Rqaesled 
to  forward  the  amount  doe,  cither  to  the  Seei«tary  of 
the  district  in  which  they  reside,  or  to  the  TVeasnttr 
or  Secretary  of  the  Association. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  Secretaiy. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

6oBaimiketiowlMMboe«  received  lro«iDr.ChaaAcn( . 
D.  W.  Datiee;  D.  C.  R.  HaU;  Mrw  V.  BmctMi 
Dr.CaUan. 

the  Hanogate  Inqneit-cace  ia  in  type,  Wl  ttnavoidfiUSr' 
poitpoMd  tm  nest  Banker. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


K£PORT  OF  CASES    OF    STRANGULATED 
HERNIA,  TVITH   OBSERVATIONS. 

By  Clement  Hawkins,  Esq., 

SargtOD  to  the  Cbeltenbam  Dispensary,  and  Female 
Orphan  Asylam,  Cbeltenhain. 

With  the  concurrence  of  my  friends,  Messrs.  Fowler, 
£res,  and  Fricker,  I  am  induced  to  pablisb  the  follow- 
ing cites  and  obserrations  on  strangulated  hernia. 
Twelre  of  the  fourteen  cases  occnrred  in  the  hospital 
practice  of  the  two  former  gentlemen,  and  one  each  in 
the  practice  of  Mr.  Pricker  and  the  late  Mr.  Whitmore. 
Although  not  a  principal,  through  the  kindness  of  the 
above  named  friends,  I  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing 


and  in  many  cases  assisting  in  the  treatment.  The 
constitution  of  the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital 
and  Dispensary  is  such  as  to  preclude  the  surgeons  of 
the  Dispensary  department  from  performing  capital 
operations.  The  roles  of  the  Institution  demand  that 
all  such  cases  shall  be  admitted  into  the  house  under 
the  care  of  the  surgeon  of  the  week.  These  appoint* 
ments  are  ably  filled  by  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Eves,, 
who  are  the  Surgeons  to  the  Hospital.  Tbere  are 
three  Surgeons  to  the  Dispensary  who  hare  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Hospital,  the  appointments  in  the  Hospital 
are  filled  up  from  those  of  the  Dispensary  according 
to  seniority. 


Table  of  Cases. 


No. 

Name  qf  Operator, 

Age. 

Sex, 

Speciee  qf  Hernia. 

Duration  of 
Strangulation, 

Reeulte, 

1 

Mr.  Fowler 

25 

Male. 

Inguinal 

6   hours 

Cured 

2 

Mr.  Eres 

25 

ditto 

ditto 

10  hours 

ditto 

3 

Ditto 

19 

ditto 

ditto 

8  hours 

ditto 

4 

Mr.  Fowler 

25 

ditto 

Femoral 

4  days 

ditto 

5 

• 

Ditto 

63 

Female 

ditto 

36  hours 

ditto 

6 

Mr.  Eres 

46 

Male. 

ditto 

24   hours 

Died  of  hemorrhage 

7 

Mr.  Fowler 

50 

Female 

ditto 

4  days 

Died 

8 

Mr.  Eves 

22 

Male 

Inguinal 

6  hours 

Cured 

9 

Mr.  Fowler 

45 

ditto 

Lai^  scrotal 

ditto 

Died 

10 

Ditto 

65 

Female 

Femoral 

2  days 

Cured 

11 

Ditto 

33 

Male 

Inguinal  (scrotal) 

24  hours 

ditto 

12 

Mr.  Pricker,  (prifate) 

57 

ditto 

ditto        ditto 

4  days 

ditto 

13 

Mr.  Fowler 

25 

Female 

Femoral 

2  days 

ditto* 

14 

Mr.  Whitmore 

26 

Male 

Inguinal 

3  days 

dttto>             I 
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Cask  I. 

XKGUIKAL    B8&NIA,    8T&AK6VLATKD ;    OPBAATXOK; 
PBBITONITIf:   KBCOVBRV. 

George  Bleck,  aged  25,  a  baker's  serrant,  admitted 

into  the  Cheltenbam   Hospital,  January  16tli,  1839, 

-with  a  fltrangnlated  scrotal  hernia  on  the  right  side. 

He  gave  us  the  followiog  history  of  bis  case:— Has 

had  a  hernia  for  more  than  three  years,  which  has 

always  been  radacible,  and  he  has  worn  a  truss.    Six 

months  since  he  broke  it,  and  he  neglected  to  replace 

it.    The  rupture  has  often  descended  into  the  sbrotum, 

but  nerer  to  the  extent  it  has  done  this  day.    About 

^n  o'clock  this  morning,  while  he  was  lifting  a  heavy 

-weight,  the  hernial  protusion  descended  with  gteat 

pain,  and  he  could  not  return  it.    A  druggist  in  the 

town  saw  him,  and  ordered  him  to  go  to  the  hospital. 

I  saw  him  soon  after  his  admission,  at  half«past  twelve, 

a.m. ;  he  was  in  excruciating  agony,  and  was  with 

difficulty  retained  in  bed ;  he  had  a  large  tumour  in 

the  right  groin,   extending  into   the  scrotum,  rery 

tense  and  painful,  especially  at  the  situation  of  the 

external  abdominal  ring,  pain  in  the  abdomen,  constant 

▼omiting,  and  constipation  of  the  bowels.    So  tense 

was  the  tumour,  that  I  was  persuaded  in  my  own 

mind  that  all  efforts  at  reduction  by  the  taxis  would 

prove  ineffectual.    The  warm  bath  was  used,  and  the 

taxis  employed  by  myself  and  Mr.   Fowler  to   no 

purpose. 

^3r  p*m.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Fpwler. 

sac  being  reached,  it  was  carefully  opened,  but 

there  was  no  fluid;  a  large  quantity  of  small  intestine 

vith  the  mesentery  was  exposed;  several  glands  in 

the  latter  were  enlarged,  and  one  was  the  size  of  a 

pigeon's  egg;    the  intestine  was    exceedingly  dark. 

Tue  stricture  was  divided  by  Mr.  B.  Cooper's  sheathed 

knife,  and  the  contents  of  the  sac  were  returned  with 

•considerable  difficulty;   the  wound  being  united  by 

autures  and  plaster,  he  waa  sent  to  bed,  apparently 

little  relieved  by  the  operation,  and  the  following 

mixture  ordered :-" 

Magnes.  Solph.,  dr.  ss.,  ex  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  oz.  iss., 
quartis  horis. 

9,  p.m.  Is  in  great  pain,  lying  on  his  back  with  his 
legs  drawn  up ;  countenance  pale  and  anxious ;  pulse 
90,  small  and  hard ;  vomiting  continues;  thirsty;  verj 
restless;  has  passed  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid 
blood,  unmixed  with  fasces,  per  anum ;  the  bowels  have 
not  been  opened  since  the  loth.  We  gave  him  a  small 
quantity  of  gruel,  with  a  few  drops  of  brandy  in  it; 
lie  had  also  an  enema  of  warm  water,  which  returned 
without  bringing  away  anything  but  blood.  01.  Ricini, 
OK.  j.,  which  made  him  sick. 

Jan.  17th.  Has  had  a  tolerable  night,  but  no  stool  $ 
has  passed  more  blood ;  pulse  quick  and  full ;  tongue 
white;  abdomen  *Very  painful;  tendency  to  sickness. 
Hirudines  50  abdomini ;  hanst  aperiens. 

4,  p.m.  Somewhat  relieved.  To  hare  an  enema  of 
castor  oil  and  turpentine,  which  produced  no  effect. 
Calomel,  gr.  iii ;  Opii,  gr.  | ;  tertiis  horis. 

^0^  p.m.  Says  he  is  easier,  and  disposed  to  sleep ; 
pulse  100. 

18th.   Has  had  a  quiet  night;  slept  at  intervals; 


has  hiccough;  bowels  slightly  moved;  abdomen  painful 
and  tympanitic.  ^ 

19th.  Much  4vtter ;  a  purgative  draught  pro- 
duced several  copious  stools.  A  remission  of  all  the 
symptoms  followed. 

20  tb.  Has  had  a  disturbed  nighty  owing  to  the 
supervention  of  a  diarrhcea,  probably  occasioned  by 
the  calomel  and  opium ;  has  taken  fifteen  pills.  Mist. 
CretsB  Comp.  cum  Liq.  Opii  Sedativo. 

21st.  Going  on  favourably;  from  this  time  he 
made  a  good  recovery,  the  wound  healed  kindly»  and 
he  was  discharged. 

Case  II. 

INGUINAL  KBEXI A  ;  8TEANOULATI0N  i  OPB&ATION  : 

BECOVKaY. 

Thomas  Stoyle,  aged  25,  was  admitted,  Sept.  6th, 
1839,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Eves^  with  a  strangulated 
hernia  of  the  right  side,  which  descended  into  the 
scrotum.  He  presented  himself  at  the  out-patients' 
room,  and  asked  for  a  dose  of  medicine ;  the  person 
who  saw  him  very  prudently  examined  him,  thinking 
there  was  more  anxiety  of  countenance  than  usual. 
A  hernia  was  detected.  He  gave  a  most  confused 
history  of  his  case ;  he  had  never  worn  a  truss.  The 
symptoms  present  were,— tumour  in  the  right  groin, 
the  size  of  a  duck's  egg,  tense  and  painful ;  pain  in 
the  epigastric  region;  nausea;  countenance  pale  and 
anxious;  says  he  had  a  stool  yesterday;  pulse  100, 
very  full;  says  the  hernia  only  came  down  this 
morning.  He  was  placed  in  the  bath,  and  the  taxis 
used,  without  effect.  He  was  subsequently  bled  to 
25  ounces  from  the  arm,  which  induced  syncope. 
Three  hours  after  his  admission  Mr.  Eves  was  sent 
for,  who  proposed  an  operation,  which  was  not  con- 
sented to.    Ice  was  applied. 

At  11  o'clock,  p.m.,  eleven  hours  after  his  admission, 
as  the  symptoms  were  most  distressing,  vomiting  almost 
constant,  pain  over  the  abdomen  increased,  pulse  120, 
he  requested  to  have  the  operation  performed,  which 
was  rendered  very  difficult  by  the  cowardice  of  the 
patient.  The  sac  was  opened  and  contained  no  fluids 
its  contents  were  omentum  and  small  intestine;  the 
stricture  which  was  situated  high  up  the  canal  waa 
very  tight ;  the  contents  of  the  sac  were  returned  with 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  resistance  of  the  patient ;  the 
wound  was  united  by  sutures  and  plaster,  with  a  com- 
press and  bandage.  He  expressed  himself  greatly 
relieved  by  the  operation. 

September  7lh.  Had  a  good  night,  and  complaina  of 
little  pain.  As  the  bowels  were  not  opened,  he  was 
ordered  to  take  01.  RIcini,  oz.  ss.,  quartis  horis. 

8ih.  He  took  two  doses  of  castor  oil  without  pro* 
docing  any  effect. 

Magnes.  Sulph.,  dr.  j.,  ex  Aq,  Menth.  Sativ.,  oz.,  j., 
quartis  horis. 

9th.  Bowels  well  acted  on. 

From  this  time  he  went  on  favourably*  and  was 
discharged  October  Xst. 

Casb  III. 

iNOUINAL  HBKNIA,  BTBAMOULATION;  OPBBATION : 

RECOVERY. 

Henry  Parker,  aged  19,  a  mason,  admitted  February 
<  22nd,  1840,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Eres,  at  9  o'clock, 
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p.D.,  with  &  itrangiiUted  scrotal  hernia  on  the  left  side. 
He  lays  he  has  had  a  niptare  as  long  as  he  can 
rememher,  hot  has  nerer  worn  a  trass ;  it  often  descended 
into  th^  scrotum,  but  he  alwajs  has  been  able  to  return 
it  in  the  recumbent  position.  After  his  day's  work  the 
rupture  descended,  and  was  harder  than  usual,  and 
being  unable  to  return  it,  he  applied  for  admission  into 
the  hospital. 

We  found  a  tumour,  the  size  of  a  large  lemon,  tense 
and  painful ;  the  testicle  could  not  be  felt ;  there  was 
an  erident  constriction  at  the  external  ring ;  sickness ; 
countenance  Tery  anxious ;  pulse  full  and  hard ;  bowels 
opened  this  morning. 

ife  was  phiced  in  the  bath,  and  bled  to  sixteen 
oiinces  from  the  arm.  The  taxis  produced  no  effect  on 
it.  Mr.  Eres  proposed  the  operation,  which  was  con- 
sented to,  and  performed  eight  hours  after  the  strtngu- 
lation.  The  parts  were  rery  vascular,  and  the  sac 
unusually  thick;  the  sac  contained  a  small  quantity 
of  fluid,  small  intestine,  and  a  portion  of  mesentery; 
the  stricture  was  at  the  inner  ring,  and  was  dirid^d  on 
the  finger ;  considerable  -difficulty  was  experienced  in 
reducing  the  intestine,  owing  to  the  quantity  protruded. 
It  was  greatly  congested.  The  wound  was  united  as 
•in  former  cases. 

Feb.  23rd.  Had  a  good  night,  and  is  free  from  pain; 
tongue  white ;  pulse  94 ;  bowels  ^ot  opened.  Mist. 
Magnes.  Snlpb. 

24th.  Had  a  good  night,  and  is  free  from  pain  ;  pulse 
90;  tongue  white;  no  evacuation  from  the  bowels. 
To  have  an  enema,  which  produced  the  desired  effect. 

25th.  Prom  this  time  he  progressed  favourably;  the 
wound  was  a  long  time  healing  by  granulation.  A  few 
weeks  after  this  man  was  re-admitted,  and  the  cicatrix 
had  a  sloughy  unhealthy  aspect,  which  would  not  heal. 
He  was  sent  into  the  country,  and  did  not  again  present 
himself.    The  hernia  was  radically  cured. 

Casx  IV. 

VBICORAL    BERNIA,    STRANGULATION;    OPBAATION ; 

mBCOVKRT. 

Henry  Trapp,  aged  25,  a  coalheaver,  admitted  April 
6th,  1840,  under  Mr.  Fowler's  care,  with  a  tumour 
immediately  below  Poapart's  ligament  on  the  right 
aide.  He  had  been  visited  by  two  surgeons  previously 
to  his  admission,  who  recommended  lim  to  go  to  the 
hospital,  which  he  at  first  objected  to,  but  afterwards 
consented. 

2,  p.m.  I  saw  him,  and  found  a  tumour  about  thesize 
of  a  partridge's  egg  in  the  right  groin,  circumscribed, 
moveable,  and  rather  tender.  The  history  was  nnitsaany 
obscure,  he  says  he  has  had  a  swelling  "  off  and  on"  for 
two  years,  which  enlarged  when  he  caught  cold,  bat 
never  disappeared  altogether.  Four  days  since  it 
became  larger,  and  he  had  great  pain  in  his  bowels,  and 
dckness,  which  subsided  after  taking  medicine.  The 
bowels  were  opened  on  the  4th ;  vomiting  has  inereased 
the  last  thirty-six  hours.  In  about  an  hour  after  his 
admission  he  was  visited  by  Mr.  Fowler,  who  expressed 
eome  doobt  in  common  with  others  at  to  the  nature  of 
the  ease.  His  countenance  was  free  from  anxiety; 
tendemeai  of  the  abdomen  verydigbt;  the  impulse 
given  on  coughing  was  rery  trifling.    It  was  agreed  to 


watch  the  case,  and  he  was  ordered  01.  Ricini,  ox.  iss.» 
cum  Tsnct  Opii,  m.  xv. 

8,  p.m.  Mr.  Fowler  was  sent  for.  The  symptoms  of 
strangulated  hernia  were  well  marked;  pain  in  the 
abdomen  severe;  vomiting  of  green  fluid ;  and  hiccough. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  cut  down  on  the  tun^our;  an  incision  was  made 
parallel  with  Poupart's  ligament,  and  the  dissection 
cautiously  proceeded  with,  when  the  true  nature  of  the 
case  was  discovered,  (femoral  hernia.)  A  small 
quantit)'  of  fluid  escaped  when  the  sac  was  opened ; 
its  contents  were  dark-coloured  intestine.  The  stricture 
was  divided  on  a  director,  and  the  intestine  easily 
returned.  The  operation  did  not  last  more  than  five 
minutes. 

9th.  Had  a  tolerable  night;  bowels  opened  twice 
spontaneously ;  doing  well. 

10th  to  24th.  His  recovery  progressed  without  any 

interruption ;  he  is  only  detained  in  the  hospital  till  the 

cicatrix  is  sufficiently  sound  to  bear  the  pressure  of 

a  truss. 

Case  V. 

FEMORAL   hernia;    STRANGULATION;    OPERATION: 

RECOVERY. 

Ann  Toby,  aged  63,  admitted  April  24th,  1841,  with  a 
femoral  hernia  in  a  strangulated  state  on  the  right  side. 
She  is  a  healthy  woman,  and  has  had  a  large  family. 
About  sixteen  years  since,  she  perceived  a  tumour  in 
her  groin  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  eggf  but  took  no  notice 
of  it,  as  it  always  diminished  when  she  was  in  bed. 
Yesterday  morning  when  using  exertion,  it  descended, 
and  became  larger  than  usual ;  this  was  followed  by 
griping  pain  and  sickness;  she  took  castor  oil  and 
salts,  but  vomited  both.  She  applied  to  a  medical 
man,  who  sent  her  immediately  to  the  hospital. 

On  her  admisaion,  we  found  her  in  the  following 
condition:— Pulse  tranquil;  countenance  free  from 
anxiety ;  bowels  soft ;  little  pain  on  pressure.  The 
tumour  was  of  a  large  size  in  the  usual  situation  of  a 
femoral  hernia,  soft;  bowels  confined;  no  sickness 
since  the  morning.  Attempts  were  made  to  reduce  the 
ruptnre  in  vain.  As  there  seemed  to  be  no  urgent 
reason  for  operating  immediately,  a  dose  of  calomel  and 
opium  and  an  aperient  draught  were  ordered. 

April  25th.  She  has  passed  a  bad  night,  and  has  had 
feculent  vomiting ;  after  some  persuasion, she  consented 
to  have  the  operation  performed.  The  contents  of  the 
sac  were  intestine  and  ^omentum;  the  former  was 
retume'd  and  the  latter  allowed  to  remain,  as  it  was 
adherent.  The  operation  was  quickly  performed,  and 
the  patient  expressed  herself  much  relieved;  in  six 
hours  after  it,  she  commenced  taking  the  Magnes. 
Snlph.  ex  Aq.  Menth.  Piperitse. 

April  26.  Had  a  good  night,  took  two  doses  of  the 
mixture,  which  operated  freely. 

Jane  7.  She  was  discharged  cared,  with  a  truss. 

Case  VI. 

rEuoRAL  hernia;  strangulation;  operation: 

DEATH. 

Thomas  Maisey,  aged  46,  a  labourer,  of  spare  habit, 
admitted  May  Srd,  1840,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  £ves, 
with  a  femoral  hernia  on  the  right  side.  He  says  he 
haf  had  a  rupture  six  months,  but  has  nerer  worn  e 
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truss  i  it  descended,  and  became  larger  than  ever  the 
day  preriona  to  bis  admission;  he  had  pain  in  the  bowels. 


and  was  sick.    The  bowels  were  opened  a  few  honra    lated  hernia ;   the  tnmonr  was  situated  in  the  left 


before  the  strangulation  of  the  rupture.  He  was  riaited 
by  a  surgeon  in  the  country  this  morning,  who  bled 
him  largely,  and  endearonred  to  reduce  the  hernia,  bat 
in  Tain.    He  sent  him  into  the  hospital  at  10  p.m. 

The  usual  symptoms  of  strangulated  femoral  hernia 
were  present,  but  were  not  urgent,  which  perhaps  in 
some  degree  may  I^  accounted  for  by  the  combined 
effects  of  the  treatment  and  the  fatigue  of  the  journey. 
The  warm  bath  was  used,  and  the  taxis  employed, 
without  success. 

Half  past  1 1,  p.m.  It  waa  decided  that  the  opera* 
tiOD  should  be  performed.  It  proved  to  be  a  diificttlt 
one.  On  prosecuting  the  dissection  a  quantity  of 
altered  glandular  structure  was  found  between  the 
fascia  propria  and  the  sac,  resemblitf^  omentum.  Oq^ 
clearing  this  away,  and  carefully  dissecting,  the  sac 
was  opened,  and  a  small  quantity  of  dark  fluid  escaped ; 
the  swelling  sensibly  diminished.  A  small  portion  of 
dark  intestine  was  seen  just  protruding  through  the 
femoral  ring ;  the  stricture  on  it  was  so  tight  that  neither 
the  finger-nail  nor  director  could  be  pushed  beneath  it, 
and  the  intestine  was  .so  extremely  resistant  from 
distention  by  air  and  fluid,  that  great  caution  was 
required  to  prevent  its  rupture.  The  hernia-knife  was 
gently  pushed  onwards,  its  blunt  point  entered  beneath, 
the  stricture  was  divided,  and  the  knuckle  of  intestine 
spontaneously  retired.  Previously  to  the  performance  of 
the  operation  be  told  us  "when  he  woe  cut  he  always 
lied  freely,'*  In  three  hours  after  the  operation  cop- 
slderable  haemorrhage  took  place  from  the  wound ;  the 
house-surgeon  applied  a  compress  and  bandage  to 
arrest  it. 

May  4th.  I  visited  the  patient  with  Mr.  Eves  this 
morning ;  a  large  qudntity  of  blood  had  been  lost ;  the 
bed  was  saturated,  and  it  had  run  through  it  on  to  the 
floor  beneath ;  the  compress  and  bandage  were  removed ; 
the  wound  filled  with  thin  pale  blood ;  no  vessel  could 
be  discovered.  We  effectually  arrested  the  h«morrhage 
by  including  a  considerable  quantity  of  oeUuUr  sub- 
stance in  a  ligature ;  the  pulse  was  70,  and  steady ;  has 
bad  no  sickness  nor  pain  since  the  operation. 

In  the  evening  the  belly  became  tender  s-countenanoe 
flushed ;  tongue  white.  The  following  day  intense  pf  ri« 
tonitis  set  in,  accompanied  by  great  exhaustion ;  calomd 
and  opium  were  used  with  laaall  quantities  of  biaady, 
and  he  died  May  6  th. 

I  was  not  present  at  the  poit'imriem  examination. 
Mr.  Eves  informed  me,  that  although  there  were 
appearances  of  peritonitis  all  over  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  it  was  not  so  severe  aa  might  have  been 
expected.  The  bowela  generally  were  dark-cotoured 
and  congested,  but  the  portion  stnngulated  was 
thickened,  and  the  calibre  diminished.  The  circalatio|i 
was  not  re-established  in  it. 

Cask  VH. 

TBMOEAL  RBBinA  ;  »TftAirOt7LATI0K  J  OPBEATION! 

DBATH* 

Maiy  Turner,  aged  50,  married,  the  mother  of  several 
clOiditii,  WM  adaUM  a  patiwt  9f  tht  DiipeaMry 


Janoary  2nd,  1841.    I  visited  her  immediately,  ami 
found  her  labouring  under  symptoosa   of  strangn* 


groin.  It  appeared  she  first  felt  pain  io  her  bowels,  and 
vomiting,  Dec.  31st,  and  sent  for  a  person  in  the- 
neighbourhood,  who  administered  ii^ections.  Wheft 
I  saw  her  at  half. past  two,  p.m.,  I  ordered  her  into  the 
hospital^  aa  thesyraptoms  were  very  urgant.  The  connte* 
nance  was  anxious,  and  of  a  leaden  hue ;  vomitiaf 
feculent ;  pulse  small  and  thready ;  the  tumour  war 
small,  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg»  I  immediately 
after  viaiting  her,  called  on  Mr.  Fowler,  and  reqneated 
bis  immediate  attendance. 

5,  p.m.,  Mr.  Fowler  operated.  The  aae  being 
opened,  a  portion  of  intestine  of  a  very  dark  colour  wa» 
seen ;  the  stricture  was  divided,  and  hy  a  little  gentle 
manipnlatioa  the  bowel  waa  readily  returned.  A  larg* 
quantity  of  greenish  fluid  escaped  from  the  abdomen;, 
the  operation  afforded  no  relief;  the  acute  suffering 
remained  unabated  until  death  terminated  her  existence,, 
twenty-fonr  hours  after  the  operation.  The  treatment 
consisted  in  the  use  of  calomel,  and  opium,  and 
leeching. 

Poet'fHortem  examination.  The  body  was  emaciated,, 
and  the  abdomen  swelled ;  on  opening  it  the  cavity  pre- 
sented marks  of  intense  peritoneal  inflammation,  and 
contained  about  two  pints  of  fluid,  of  a  greenish  brown^ 
colour;  the  peritoneum  was  highly  injected;  the 
intestines  generally  inflamed,  and  congested ;  the  portion 
which  was  strangulated  was  situated  at  the  junction  pf 
the  great  and  small  intestines,  and  the  impression  made 
by  the  stricture  was  visible ;  the  coats  of  the  bowels  were 
softened,  and  easily  separated. 

Cabb  VIII. 
INGUINAL  hbiinia;  btkangulation;  opbkation: 

RECOYBBT. 

Isaac  Neale,  aged  22,  a  smith,  admitted  into  the 
Cheltenham  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Afr.  Eves,. 
August  15, 1842,  with  an  inguinal  hernia  of  the  right 
side.  He  states  that  he  has  had  a  niptnre  as  long  aa 
he  can  remember,  but  has  never  worn  a  truss.  At 
seven  o'clock,  p.m.,  it  came  down,  during  the  time 
he  waa  at  work,  and  was  very  hard  and  painful.  When 
admitted  he  had acnte  symptoms;  vomiting;  anxiety 
and  paleness  of  countenance ;  pain  over  the  abdomen.. 

• 

The  tumonr  waa  irregular  in  shape,  lense  and  painfiily 
and  deaeended  into  the  scrotum*  He  wet  bled  to- 
sixteen  ounces,  and  put  in  the  warm  bath,  and  the  - 
taxis  gently  naed»-  at  one,  p.m.,  both  by  Mr.  Evet  and 
Mr.  Fowler,  bet  without  effect.  IVevionaly  to  the  per«^ 
fomumce  of  the  operation,  by  Mr.  Evea,  Mr,  Fowler 
enquired  of  the  patient  if  boUi  testiclea  were  in  the 
scrotum,  which  qvestion  waa  notsatialactoriiy  anawered.. 
Nothing  particular  occurred  In  the  progress  of  the 
operatkm  tiH  the  aao  wan  naehed,  which  waa  very 
thin,  and  contained  no  fluid;  its  cententa  were* 
omentnas  and  gut,  the  former  lying  aatcflorily  to  the 
latter;  the  itrictnre,  whidi  eias  Ugh  up,  being  divide^, 
after  a  licde  nanipelaflon,  the  protmded  peitawert- 
retnraed.  The  teatiole  wu  exposed,  and  bad  eaeapad 
through  the  ring,  bet  had  not  deaetsded  ftrther  thao: 
jnit  tiuongh  iti  mouth;  it  ww  rilli«r  BiMte  thw 
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vsoal.  The  wound  wm  drened  in  the  oswil  wart  And 
the  nun  expreiMd  himself  greatly  relieved  by  the 
operatkni.  His  bowels  had  not  been  mored  since 
the  I4tb.    Liq.  Opii.  Sed.»  m.  xr. 

'Avff.  16th.  Doing  well;  pulse  80.  Mist.  Magnes. 
'Solph.,  qoartis  horis. 

17tb.  No  stool  i  pnlse  94,  and  sharp  ;  complains 
of  pain  in  the  wound  and  orer  the  region  of  the 
lieart,  which  is  increased  by  inspiration;  there  has 
been  a  great  discharge  of  serum  from  the  abdomen. 

18th.  Bowels  freely  opened  yesterday  evening 
4ind  again  this  morning;  wouud  nearly  healed.  I 
made  particular  inquiry  respecting  the  descent  of 
the  testicle;  he  told  me  ''it  never  had  been  down  like 
4he  other." 

23rd.  From  this  time  he  rapidly  recovered,  and 
was  discharged  cured. 

Case  IX. 

LARGI    SCROTAL     UBENIA;     8TRAN6ULATI0K ; 
OPXRATION:   OKATH. 

John  Hughes,  aged  45,  a  milk  carrier,  was  admitted 
■January  9tb,  1845,  under  Mr.  Fowler's  care.  He 
has  been  accustomed  to  lift  heavy  weights ;  about  a 
year  since  he  observed  a  swelling  in  the  right  groin, 
which  descended  into  his  scrotum ;  it  was  about  the 
eize  of  an  tgg,  and  returned  into  the  belly  when  he 
was  lying  down.  He  has  never  worn  a  truss.  This 
evening,  about  seven  o'clock,  it  suddenly  descended, 
and  was  far  larger  than  ever  it  has  been  before ;  he 
was  immediately  siezed  with  violent  dragging  pain 
about  the  navel,  sickness,  &c.  .  He  applied  to  a 
medical  man,  who  gave  him  something  to  make  hiiu 
romit  On  his  admission  we  found  a  tumour  about 
one  foot  in  length,  and,  I  should  think,  measuring  at 
least  twenty  inches  in  circumference,  exceedingly 
tense  and  painful,  especially  at  the  external  ring; 
the  greatest  pain  was  about  the  navel ;  his  countenance 
was  particularly  anxious ;  pulse  small  and  feeble ;  the 
surface  of  the  body  was  cold.  The  house-surgeon, 
Mr.  Hartley,  agreed  with  me  that  any  attempt  at 
reduction  by  the  taxis  in  this  case  would  be  replete 
with  danger.  He  sent  to  Mr.  Fowler  Immediately, 
who  on  his  arrival,  at  one  p.m.,  said,  **  Surely  this 
cannot  be  all  intestine  and  omentum,"  bat  on  carefully 
examining  it,  was  anable  to  detect  any  transparency. 
Mr.  Fowler  made  gentle  attempts  to  reduce  the  hernia, 
but  was  convinced  with  ns  that  any  great  pressure 
from  without  would  expose  the  man  to  imminent 
danger  of  bnnting  the  bowel.  The  operation  was 
immediately. performed.  Having  exposed  the  sac,  Mr. 
Fowler  endeavoured  to  divide  the  stricture  without 
■opening  it,  but  fafled.  On  opening  it,  the  contents 
were  found  to  be  a  large  quantity  of  smail  intestine 
And  mesentery,  but  no  fluid.  The  stricture,  whieh 
was  scarcely  in  reach  of  the  finger,  was  divided,  bot 
the  grettest  diflkculty  was  experienced  in  redndaff  ihe 
4iowel,  whieh  in  quantity  woald  fiU  a  hat;  it  was 
enormously  distended  by  air ;  at  length  this  difficttlty 
was  snnnonnted,  and  the  wound  united  by  four 
-tntures.  He  expressed  himself  much  relieved.  Calomel, 
gr.  iij ;  Opit.,  gr.  iss. 

Jaa*  lOth,  iioolu  well ;  pulse  84 ;  has  been  lick  once. 


llth*  No  evacuation  from  the  bowels;  looks  de« 
pressed,  resembling  the  appearance  of  a  man  who  has 
had  a  severe  accident;  tongue  loaded;  pulse  small, 
90.  Took  a  dose  of  castor  oil, -which  made  biro  vomit 
a  large  quantity  of  greenish  fluid ;  an  enema  brought 
away  a  large  quantity  of  fseces. 

8,  p.m.  Belly  sore;  pulse  120;  eyes  depressed; 
there  h  a  great  tendency  to  a  re-protrusion  of  the 
parts;  he  has  all  the  symptoms  of  aeute  peritonitis 
coming  on.  He  was  largely  bled  from  the  arss ;  tur- 
pentine fomentations  were  used;  calomel  and  opium 
freely  exhibited. 

12th.  All  the  symptoms  became  aggravated,  and 
he  died  this  afternoon. 

Post-mortem  examination  twenty*four  hours  after 
death.  The  abdomen  only  was  examined.  The  small 
intestines  were  glued  together  by  recently-eflPUsed 
lymph;  that  portion  which  was  protruded  bad  not 
recovered  from  the  pressure  of  the  stricture;  the 
mesentery  was  congested,  and  several  ecchymoses  were 
observed  on  it ;  there  was  much  air,  but  little  fluid, 
in  the  peritoneal  sac  and  intestines. 

Case  X. 

PBMORAL  BERKIA  ;  STRANGULaAoN  ;  OPERATION: 

RBCOVXRT. 

Ann  Toby,  aged  65,  admitted  October  18th,  1845, 
under  Mr.  Fowler's  care,  with  a  femoral  hernia  of  the 
left  side,  in  a  state  uf  strangulation.  She  has  had  a 
double  femoral  hernia  for  many  years,  and  was  operated 
on  by  Mr.  Fowler,  April,  1845.  {Vide  Case  V.)  She 
has  worn  a  single  truss  since  that  period. 

On  the  16lh  while  coughing  violently  the  tumour  on 
the  left  side  descended,  and  was  painful,  the  pain 
extending  all  over  the  abdomen.  On  her  admission 
we  found  a  tumour  on  the  left  side,  of  an  irregular 
shape,  evidently  a  femoral  hernia.  Countenance  was 
anxious ;  pulse  88;  sickness  and  obstinate  constipation . 
No  effect  was  produced  by  the  use  of  the  taxis. 

Mr«  Fowler  operated  about  two  hours  after  her 
admission.  The  sac  contained  no  fluidoorintestine,  only 
omentum,  which  was  very  red.  Gimbemat's  ligament 
was  freely  divided,  and  a  portion  of  omentum  returned, 
the  greater  part  being  allowed  to  remain  in  the  sac. 
Liq.  Opii,  m.  xxv.  . 

October  19th.  Going  on  well ;  bowels  opened  without 
any  medicine. 

November  16th.  She  has  recovered  without  a  bad 
symptom,  and  bad  a  double  truss  applied.* 

Ca8B  XI. 

IMOUIKALRXRWI  A,  SYMPTOMS  DUBIOUS;  OPBRATXOK; 
OONSTIPATXOK  RBLIBVED  BT  THB  USB  OP  PURE. 
MBRCURT:  RBOOTtRT. 

Henry  Strain,  aged  33,  a  labourer,  an  in-patient  oC 
the  hospital  for  amanrosls  and  cataract,  complained  to 
the  honseisttrgeon#iNovember  14th,  1845,  of  pain  in  the 
bowels,  and  a  swelling  in  the  left  groin.    He  said.he 

*  This  poor  woatian  died  saddealj  of  disease  of  the  heart 
ia  December,  1845.  I  examined  the  body.  I  foaad  the 
heralal  sac  on  ihe  right  side  contained  omentum,  which 
plugged  the  femoral  ring.  The  sac  on  the  left  side  was 
indistinct,  and  conUined  nothing.  The  eoveritogs  of  both 
were  mnch  thinner  than  I  expected  to  find  them. 
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luid  •  rapture  for  the  iMt  tea  yeart»  and  bed  wora  e 
truss,  which  neter  kept  it  ap  properly.  In  the  after- 
noon the  hernia  descended,  and  he  was  unable  to 
replace  it.  He  did  not  complain  of  it  till  the  morning 
of  the  14th.  The  tumour  was  situated  in  the  left  side, 
was  of  the  sise  of  a  lemon,  and  descended  partially  into 
the  scrotum ;  it  was  tense,  especially  and  about  the 
external  abdominal  ring.  He  referred  the  pain  to  the 
'*wind  descending  into  the  flank,  and  making  a  sudden 
twist;"  there  is  a  great  distension  of  the  abdomen,  but 
no  sickness;  flatulence  very  considerable;  his  coun- 
tenance does  not  betray  the  anxiety  peculiar  to  cases 
of  strangulated  hernia ;  pulse  quiet;  bowels  not 
opened  for  twenty-four  hours.  Cold  applications  and 
other  remedies,  calculated  to  disperse  the  flatulence, 
were  used  to  no  purpose. 

In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Fowler  proposed  an  operation, 
as  the  belly  was  hourly  becoming  more  painful. 
Although  the  symptoms  present  were  more  like 
colic  than  strangulated  hernia,  it  was  deemed  proper 
to  liberate  the  stricture.  The  sac  contained  colon 
and  omentum ;  the  stricture  was  easily  dirtded,  and 
the  finger  passed  into  the  abdomen,  but  we  were 
unable  to  return  the  intestine.  The  integuments  were 
brought  together  orer  ilw    Liq.  Opii  Sed.,  m.  zxz. 

In  (he  erening  his  symptoms  were  unreliered,  he 
complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  was 
sore.  Pulse  90,  small ;  countenance  much  distressed. 
01.  Ricini,  oz.  j.,  ex  Aq.  Menth.  Piperitse. 

Nov.  ]5th.  Has  passed  a  dreadful  night;  has  been 
very  sick ;  pain  severe  in  the  belly,  which  is  enormously 
swollen.  Had  a  turpentine  enema,  and  full  doses  of 
calomel  and  opium  were  given.  In  the  evening  he  was 
still  worse.  Pulse  small,  and  sickness  continued ; 
hiccough  constant. 

I6th.  Another  bad  night.  Pulse  small  and  rapid; 
constant  sickness;  scrotum  enormously  swollen,  and 
very  red.  Another  enema  was  administered,  which 
brought  away  fasces  and  wind.  Ca}eput-oil,  and 
calomel,  and  opium,  hare  been  given  freely* 

17th.  Symptoms  aggravated;  vomits  etereoraeeous 
matter;  the  euemata  have  produced  no  eifeet;  he 
appeared  to  be  in  a  hopeless  state ;  hiccough  constant. 

18tb.  Much  the  same.  Mr.  Fowler  ordered  the 
calomel  and  opium  to  be  omitted.  Twelve  leeches  to 
the  scrotum,  which  threatens  to  slough.  In  the  evening 
he  became  much  worse,  the  sickness  and  tympanitis 
increased  up  to  the  present  hour;  the  bowels  have  not 
been  opened  satisfactorily.  Two  drachms  of  pure 
mercury  were  given  him ;  as  soon  as  he  swallowed  it, 
Mr.  Hartley  informed  me  he  looked  ghastly,  and  com* 
plained  of  a  curious  sensation  in  the  sett  of  the  hernia. 
A  few  hoars  after  the  exhibition  of  the  mercury,  he 
passed  a  oopioos  iiool  in  the  bed,  bat  the  nune  told 
sne  there  was  no  appeannce  of  qnicksUver  in  it  The 
inflammation  of  the  serotam  has  dimioisbed;  the 
iick&ess  is  checked* 

20th.  Sickness  retnmed  onoe  td  day ;  complains  of 
great  prostration;  tympanitis  rather  increased;  Is 
unable  to  sleep. 

23rd.  Has  continned  much  ih  the  same  state  since 
the  las;  note  i  he  was  lick  to  day  after  taking  castor 


oil;  tongoe  brown  and  dry;  the  wound  is  sloughy ;- 
face  flushed.    Poultice  the  wound. 

27th.  Since  the  last  note  he  has  improved;  the 
tympanitic  state  of  the  abdomen  has  diminished,  which 
has  become  softer;  healthy  granulations  have  sprung' 
up.  The  treatment  pursued  has  been  to^ooth  the 
parts,  a  light  nutritious  diet,  laxatives,  and  sedatives. 

December  1st  Has  had  a  slight  attack  of  erysipelas 
from  excess  of  diet,  suppuration  is  extending  up  the 
inguinal  canal.  On  percussing  the  abdomen  a  dull' 
rambling  noise  u  heard ;  the  wound  is  gaping,  and  the 
coats  of  the  intestine  are  visible ;  has  still  slight 
erythma  of  the  face,  which  may  perhaps  be  attributed 
to  the  mercury  taken  for  the  amaurosis,  and  since  the- 
operation. 

17th.  A  small  abscess  in  the  scrotum  was  opened 
to>day ;  the  hernial  protrusion  retires  into  the  abdomen- 
when  he  lies  down,  which  may  be  consequent  on  the 
absorption  of  the  omentum. 

29th.  Suppuration  spreading  upwards ;  Mr.  Fowler 
slit  up  the  integuments  for  four  inches,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  matter  escaped. 

Jan.  29th,  1846.  From  the  time  of  the  last  note  every 
thing  went  on  well  with  him.  The  wound  is  now  welt 
and  he  was  discharged  cured,  but  the  hernia  could 
not  be  kept  up  by  a  truss. 

Cask  XII. 

LA&GS     INGUINAL     HBUNIA;      8TaAN6UI*ATI0K  J 

OPXftATION  :     RECOYBRT. 

W.  H.,aged  57,  the  subject  of  an  irreducible  scrotal 
hernia  for  some  years  past^  sent  to  my  friend  Mr» 
Fricker,  Dec.  12th,  1845.  He  complained  of  sickness 
pain  in  the  abdomen,  anfl  obstinate  constipation. 

December  15th.  Mr.  Fricker  kindly  requested  me 
to  visit  him.  I  fonnd  a  corpulent  man,  leading  a 
sedentary,abstemious,  and  regular  life;  his  countenance 
was  free  from  anxiety ;  great  pain  all  over  the  abdomen;, 
a  large  irregular  tumour  in  the  left  groin,  extending 
into  the  scrotum  ;  he  vomited  stercoraceous  matter, 
and  had  constant  hiccough;  pulse  110  ;  has  had  na 
stool  since  Dec.  12th.  Everything  calculated  to  relieve 
him  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Fricker.  An  (^ration 
was  proposed  and  declined,    Opii,  gr.  iij.,  statim. 

16th.  The  operation  for  strangulated  hemU  was 
performed  by  Mr.  Fricker;  the  sac  was  opened  and 
oonCained  a  Urge  quantity  of  omentum  and  colon,  the 
ilrictare  being  divided.  A  small  portion  of  the 
omentum  was  removed,  bnt  as  there  was  some  bleeding 
we  Judged  it  prudent  not  to  reoMve  more  ;  the  cdtoou 
was  adherent  to  the  sac  inferiorly.  The  edges  of  the 
wound  were  approximated  over  the  tamonr,  and  two. 
gnins  of  opium  were  given. 

17th.  Appears  depressed ;  no  vomiting;  pulse  120  ^ 
pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdemen,  bnt  beats 
pveasiire  veil ;  eoiwitenanoe  good;  unable  to  take  anj^ 
thing  excepting  a  little  oold  water.  As  soon  as  any 
fleld  enters  the  stomach  it  prodacea  vomiting  and 
hlcooogh.  He  took  two  grains  of  opiom.  Infuik 
RossB  com  Magnes.  Sulph.  As  soon  as  he  took  the  first 
does  of  medicine  it  produced  violent  vomiting  of 
feculent  matter.  Creosote,  m.  iQ«»  which  did  not 
check  the  roniting.    lo  the  erening  we  Tliited  him,  and 
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found  the  vomiting  had  not  stopped.  A  sdmII  quantity 
of  sherry  and  water  remained  on  the  stomach.  PUlte 
110;  tongne  clean ;  the  least  movement  to  the  left 
^de  produces  vomiting.  We  deemed  it  prudent  not 
to  vex  the  stomach  with  medicine,  and  left  him  for  the 
night. 

18th*  Has  passed  a  had  night ;  constant  vomiting  of 
f«cal  matter;  pulse  110;  countenance  remains  good; 
tenderness  of  the  ahdomen  increased.  In  the  evening 
he  said  he  felt  "a  movement  of  wind  downwards.** 
With  Mr.  Fricker*8  concurrence,  I  now  ordered  an 
enema  of  turpentine  and  oil,  which  produced  a  copious 
evacuation ;  his  pulse  fell  to  90,  and  he  felt  exhausted 
and  inclined  for  sleep.  Calomel  gr.  v.,  cum  Opii,  gr.  ij. 
In  the  evening  we  found  him  somewhat  better,  still  he 
is  harassed  by  hiccough ;  free  from  sickness.  Mist. 
Effervescens  cum  Ammonia  et  Tinct.  Opii. 

12th.  Unable  to  sleep  on  account  of  hiccough; 
pulse  84;  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  considerable. 
Infus.  Rosse  cum  Magnes.  Snlph.,  which  operated 
freely.  We  prescribed  some  leicon  ice  in  the  day, 
which  relieved  the  distressing  hiccough. 

20th.  Hat  bad  several  copious  stools;  is  cheerful  and 
^iog  well.    The  wound  is  healing  by  granulation. 

From  this  time  till  the  end  of  January,  1846,  he  went 
on  favourably  and  u  wearing  a  bag  truss.  The  hernia 
is  quite  as  large  as  it  was  before  the  operation;  he  com- 
plains of  a  dragging  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  occasional 
Irritation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

Ca8b  XIII. 
rtataauLL  bbbkia;  stranoulatiok  ;  ofbraviok: 

BXCOYIRY. 

Jane  Bamett,  aged  85,  admitted  March  17tb,  1847, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Fowler,  with  a  femoral  hernia 
of  the  right  side.  Symptoms  of  strangulation  have 
existed  since  the  15th ;  vomiting ;  constipation  ;  slight 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen;  pulse  80.  She  is  of  a 
•pare  habit;  there  is  a  tumour  in  the  right  groin, 
about  the  siae  of  a  walnut;  she  has  never  worn  a 
truM,  and  it  the  aubicct  of  a  procidentia  uteri,  and  very 
deaf. 

8,'p.m.  Mr.  Fowler  operated;  the  whole  proceediag  | 
did  not  occupy  mora  than  five  minutes.  The  fascia  pro* 
priaand  sae  fenced  aa  agglutinated  mass,  much  thick- 
e&ed,  and  there  was  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  in  it.  The 
lac  contained  a  knuckle  of  dark-coloured  intestine ;  the 
stricture  wae  divided  on  a  grooved  director,  and  Jhe 
protruded  part  reduced.  Calomel,  gr.  iij.,  Opii.^  gr. 
iss.,  were  given. 

March  18th.  Has  had  no  vomiting  tince  the  opera- 
tion ;  no  action  of  the  bowels ;  uriue  dliwu  off  by 
catheter;  pulse  84.    Ol.  Ricini,  oz.  j. 

19th.  Has  had  several  stools;  couateaaaes  a  IMt, 
flushed  ;  pulse  90.     Ofdsred  nourishing  diet. 
Cretss.  Comp.  cum  Liq.  Opii.  Sed. 

20th.  The  purging  stopped.    Meat  diet. 

26tb.  Quite  well. 

Cask  XIV. 

-CONOBNITAL  INOVtNAL  RBUNIA;  DISCIMT  OF  TBI 
TSSTIS,  INCOMPLBTC  ;    OPCaATION  :    aECOVaKY. 

Mr.  J.,  aged  26,  sent  for  Mr.  Whitmore,  November 
Isty  1832»  late  in  the  evening,  complaining  of  pain  ia 
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the  bowels.  A  tumour,  about  the  size  of  an  egg, 
situated  in  the  left  groin,  was  discovered,  tense  aad 
very  painful  on  pressure.  He  had  been  sick,  and  felt 
slight  pain  in  the  bowels ;  no  stool  since  October  29tb. 

After  giving  some  general  directions,  Mr.  Whitmore 
left  him  for  the  night, ^  being  in  attendance  on  a 
dangerous  labour.  On  visiting  him  the  next  morning, 
Mr.  Whitmore  found  him  vomiting,  with  an  anxious 
countenance,  and  the  usual  symptoms  of  strangulated 
hernia.  The  warm  bath,  bleeding  from  the  arm,  and 
a  moderate  use  of  the  taxis  were  tried,  but  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  hernia  was  not  effected.  Neither  testis 
had  descended  into  the  scrotum.  He  gave  the  follow- 
ing history  of  the  case  :— 

He  has  bad  a  rupture  as  long  as  he  can  remember ; 
and  about  fifteen  months  since  he  had  a  similar  attack 
to  the  present  one,  while  residing  in  the  country.  He 
sent  for  a  surgeon,  who  failed  in  affording  him  any 
relief.  Having  dismissed  this  practitioner,  he  applied 
to  a  noted  quack-doctor.  Tbe  case  being  one  of 
obstinate  constipation,  he  administered  a  drastic  pur- 
gative powder,  which  he  called  "golden  dust;"  and 
after  each  dose  he  made  the  patient  walk  about  the 
room.     The  rupture  was  reduced. 

At  12,  p.m.,  Mr.  Fowler  saw  the  patient,  with  Mr. 

Whitmore ;  an  operation  was  proposed  and  performed 

by  Mr.  Whitmore.     The  sac    was  opened,    and    a 

quantity  of  fluid  escaped ;  the  contents  were  omentum 

and  bowel ;   the  stncture  being  divided,  they  were 

returned.    The  testis  was  found  lying  in  the  sac,  and 

at  the  mouth  of  the  external  ring ;  it  was  small,  but 

otherwise  healthy.    The  patient  recovered  without  a 

bad  symptom. 

{To  be  cormntted.) 


THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS  OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

{Fourth  Serie$  of  Experimental  Reeearchei.) 

By  William  Addison,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 

{Continved  from  page  231.} 

XIIL  RbOULAU,  laREOULAR,  JlBTaOGBAOB,  AND 
ASCXNDING  MXTAlfOaPHOSBS  IN  ANIMAL  TfiX- 
TURBS. 

**  If  we  examine  the  broken  ends  of  a  fractured  bone 
from  the  fint  to  the  tenth  day  after  the  injury,  we  shall 
find  tbe  periosteum  and  medullary  membrane  torn, 
the  neighbouring  soft  parts  awoUeu,  aad  an  effusioa  of 
blood  around  and  between  the  fragments.  The  peri- 
ostenm  is  more  vascular,  it  Ast  Isff  iteflkrem  ekareKter, 
affd  a  reddHh  fluid  is  effiised  into  its  substance.  The 
medullary  membrane  undergoes  similar  changes,*— the 
marrow  assumes  a  kind  of  fleshy  appearance,  and  a 
viscid  gelatinous  matter  makes  its  appearance  in  the 
situation  of  the  fractur^. 

**  From  the  tenth  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  the  soft 
parts  in  the  immediate  situation  of  the  fracture  become 
more  solid,  and  adhere  mora  intimately  to  the  matter 
betvreen  the  fragments,  which  has  now  assumed  the 
fibrous  form,  and  the  membrane  filling  the  mednUsry 
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esTiiy  is  alto  connected  Into  a  fibrom  iixturt.  From 
the  twenty-fifth  to  the  fiftieth  day  tfaia  fibrous  textare 
gradually  becomes  >l6ro-caWt7a^{ROiif,  and  then  ommu. 
In  from  three  to  six  months  the  whole  substance 
between  the  fragments  b  conrerted  into  bone,  and  the 
injured  limb  is  restored  to  its  natural  state."  * 

The  textures  surrounding  the  extremities  of  a 
fractured  bone  are  irritated  textures ;  they  hare  been 
violently  torn  and  wounded,  and  their  vascularity  and 
nntritife  actiona  are  increased  by  reason  of  a  law 
existing  in  ail  liring  textures,  by  which  irritated  parts 
hare  an  increased  amount  of  nutritive  elements  deter- 
mined towards  them  for  their  succour,  or  to  support 
them  under  the  iaflicfion.  We  see  the  demonstration 
of  this  law,  not  only  in  the  transparent  web  of  die 
frog's  foot,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  human  structure, 
during  inflammation  in  a  fractured  bone,  and  in  the 
prick  from  a  pin's  point,  but  also  in  all  kinds  of  vege- 
table structure.  **  Oalls  or  tumid  excrescences,"  sayi 
Dr.  Lindley,  in  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  vegetables, 
"  are  local  affections,  caused  by  the  puncture  of  insects ; 
they  are  produced  by  an  excessive  deposition  of  cellular 
tissue,  and  are  of  no  consequence  to  the  general 
health  of  the  individual  subject  to  them.'*  In  these 
cases  of  galls  and  excrescences,  the  little  insect  not 
only  irritates  the  liring  texture,  thereby  causing  an 
increased  deposition  of  cellular  texture,  but  it  actually 
models  the  excess  produced  by  the  irritation  to  its  own 
use  and  purposes.  Now,  the  facts  related  shew  that,  in 
the  re|>air  of  a  fractured  hone  the  morphological  stages 
observed  are,~-first,  a  viscid  protoplasma  or  lymph, 
derived  from,  andTmixed  with,  colourless  incoherent  cells 
or  corpuscles ;— then  a  very  vascular  texture,  excreting 
cells;— then  a  fibrous  texture,  less  vascular,  and  not 
excreting  cells  j^-then  fibro-cartilaginons; — and  lastly, 
osseous  textures.  This  order  being  in  all  respects 
the  same  with  that  observed  in  the  growth  of  the 
textures  from  their  embryo  state,  is  therefore  regular. 
But  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  regard  to  practical 
medicine  that  the  phenomena  of  a  regular  metamor- 
phosis should  be  regarded  in  respect  of  time,  for 
although  the  several  textures  pass  by  insensible  limits 
into  each  other,  yet  there  are  no  difficulties  in  recog- 
nizing the  distinctions  between  lymph,  fungosities, 
fibrous  texture,  cartilage,  and  bone ;  or  between  pus, 
mucus,  and  abnormal  fibrous  textures,  and  tubercles. 
I«et  me  therefore  recapitulate  the  phenomena  with 
reference  to  the  times. 

F^rom  ike  firet  to  the  tenth  day  th»j[bUowing  aeries 
has  been  observed  in  the  textures  involved  in  the 
injury  of  a  fractured  bone:— (1.)  The  soft  parts  are 


*  I  am  indebted  for  the  aboTe  accoant  to  the  Indastry  of 
Ml,  Galliver,  who  has  collected  the  facts  bearing  upon  the 
subject  from  Durmytren  and  Brescbet,  and  stated  them  in 
his  Qsaal  clear  and  satisfactory  manner.  Vide  EiM^gh 
Meiicat  and  Sufgicei  JounuUt  Jnlj,  183&,  1  huve  particu- 
larly examined  with  the  microscope  the  natore  of  the 
"  fleshy  sppearance**  or  ftiDgosity,  and  find  it  acorpoKolar 


swollen  and  there  is  an  effusion  of  blood.  (2.)  The 
periostenm  and  the  medullary  membrane— i.  e.,  the 
irritated  or  injured  textures,— become  more  vascular, 
a  new  matter  is  effused  into  their  substance,  and 
they  lose  their  normal  characteristics.  (3.)  The 
marrow  assumes  a  fleshy  appearanee,  from  which  a 
viscid  glutinous  matter,  a  protoplasma,  is  excreted. 
From  the  tenth  to  the  twenty- f/th  day :— (4.)  The 
soft  parts  become  more  solid,  cellular  or  corpuscular 
forms  are  excreted  in  less  quantity,  the  number  of 
blood-channels  diminishes,  and  Uie  matter  between 
tiie  fragments  of  bone  assumes  the  fibrous  form* 
(5.)  The  fieshy  appearance  filling  the  medullary  cavity 
is  converted  into  a  fibrous  texture.  From  the  twenty^ 
fifth  to  th*  fiftieth  dayi^{6,)  This  fibrous  texture 
gradually  becomes  fibro-cartilaginous,aiid  then  osseous. 

These  are  but  rough  approximations  towards  the 
establishment  of  times  and  periods,  more  accurate 
researches  are  required  to  establish  correct  stages  for 
the  normal  morphology. 

Irregular  Mttamorpho^^^hi  the  disease  termed 
ricitetsy  the  bones  resemble  very  vaseular  cartilage, 
and  the  medullary  canal  b  filled  with  a  reddish  gelati* 
nous  matter  instead  of  marrow ;  the  structure  every- 
where presenting  a  much  more  red  and  vascular 
appearance  than  healthy  bone.t 

I  forbear  to  notice  many  local  diseases  and  congenital 
defects  which  might  appropriately  perhaps  be  plaeeit 
under  this  head, — nwvi,  warts,  fatty  tumours,  &c.,  my 
attention  befag  now  confined  to  those  Irregularities 
and  changes  which  connect  scrofulous  diseases  with 
the  law  of  the  metamorphosis. 

Retrograde  Metamorphoeie.-^Tht  facts,  proving  that 
phthisis  or  consumpUon  Is  a  retrograde  metamorphoaie 
of  the  parenchyma  of  the  long,  have  already  been 
mentioned.  In  the  disease  termed  moUities  oasiumf 
the  smooth  surface  of  the  bone  is  raised  by  internal 
growths  and  red  projections,  visible  throqgh  the 
periosteum.  The  cancellous  carities  of  the  bone  are 
filled  with  a  gelatinous  substance,  composed  of  myriade 
of  colourless  cells,  of  different  sizes,  forming  a  soft 
incoherent  cellular  or  corpuscular  texture.  In  some 
cases  the  bones  become  so  soft  and  flexible,  that  they 
may  be  beot  in  any  direction;  and  they  have  the 
properties  and  appearance  of  a  highly  vascular  texture, 
which  secretes  or  excretes  a  gelatinous  matter,  "  con- 
taining multitude  of  corpuscles,  of  the  same  size  ae 
the  corfuscles  of  blood,  each  filled  with  a  minutely 
granular  matter."^ 

In  scrofulous  joints  we  see,  during  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  almost  every  grade  and  variety  of  texture,— 


excreting  texture,  full  of  blood- vessels, and  abonnding  witl^ 
colourless  cells. 

t  "  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine.**  Art.,  Rickets. 

t  i>olty~-"Medico.Chirttsgicai  Transactions,**  vol.  xxrIJ; 
CnniB***Cyclopa^dia  of  Practical  Uediciae.*'  Art.,  Mollitief 
Ossium;  and  Datrymple-^'*  Dublin  Quarterly  Joaraal  of 
Medical  Science,**  Aug.,  18l«. 
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pus,  taberculoDs  nvitteri  fuQg09iUe8  or  gcanuU- 
tioBSf  lardaceoosy  fibroui*  and  cartilaginoof  textures. 
Foagotitict  or  granulations  are  highly  voacular  texturea» 
.asinmittg  a  kind  of  fleshy  appearance,  excreting  in 
abundance  a  viscid  gelatinooa  matter,  and  colonrless 
cells,  (pus  0  lardaceous  tissue  is  an  iutermediate  form 
between  fungosittes  and  fibrous  texture ;  it  is  in  fact 
a  highly  vascular  corpuscular  excreting  texture,  ascezki- 
log  to  the  fibrous  non-excretiqg  form,  which  is  the 
oatorai  order,  and  *' its  presence,"  as  Bonnet  states, 
^*  indicates  a  better  state  of  constitution  than  the 
existence  of  f  ongosities  alone  does  $  but  ita  metamor- 
phosis, into  fibroau  texture  is  indispensible  to  the 
recovery  of  the  joint.* 

Casb.— "  A  pale-looking  boy,  sixteen  years  of  age, 
came  under  treatment  for  dropsy  of  the  belly  and 
anasarca,  and  died  gradually  tnhaustcd  with  hectic 
ferer.  He  had  no  symptoms  which  could  have  revealed 
the  existence  of  the  disease  found  dn  examination 
after  death.  The  cavities  of  the  chest  and  belly  con- 
tamed  mn6k  serous  fluid.  The  peritoneum  was  every* 
where  thiekettod,  and  studded  over  with  tubercles* 
The  glands  of  the  mesentery  were  enlarged  and 
tuberculous.  There  was  an  immense  abscess,  con- 
taining four  pinU  of  curdy  pus,  situated  on  each  side, 
and  in  front  of  the  spine,  which  was  denuded  of 
periosteum.  The  kidneys  were  enlarged  and  pale. 
There  was  a  deatrix  on  the  inner  aspect  of  tlie  left 
shoulder,  where  an  abscess  had  opened  two  years 
previously,  which,  after  discharging  matter  for  some 
time,  healed.  On  opening  the  joint  pus  esci^ed}  the 
articulatiog  surface  of  the  humerus  was  rough  from 
being  denuded  of  its  usual  smooth  covering.  A  section 
exposed  to  view  a  perfect  specimen  of  yellow  tubercle, 
in  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  head  and  neck  of 
the  bone.  The  cancellated  texture  waa  deeply  con- 
gested with  blood,  intensely  red,  and  slightly  softer, 
than  in  its  healthy  condition;  in  the  midst  of  the 
red  cancelii  were  seen  the  straw-coloured  tubercles ; 
aimilar  tubercles  were  also  found  in  the  diseased 
lumbar  ?ertebr«e."t 

In  remarking  on  the  above  case.  Dr.  Wstts  states 
*'  that  the  formation  of  tubercle  in  the  booes  had  beeti 
doubted  by  many,  and  it  Is  only  a  few  years  ago  that 
the  question  was  satisfactorily  determined  in  the 
Affirmative.  Respecting  the  manner  in  which  tubercles 
form  in  the  osseous  structurcj  the  cancellated  structure 
becomes  congested  with  blood,  its  nutrition  is  dis- 
turbed, it  apparently  has  some  tendency  to  soften, 
and  a  badly  vitalized  lymph  is  exuded  in  spots,  and 
forms  into  tubercle,  all  of  which  may  happen  without 
the  excess  of  heat  or  manifestation  of  pain  usually 
attending  inflammation /*t 

We  have  seen  in  respect  to  a  regular  metamorphosis 
in  the  union  of  a  fractured  bone,  and  in  the  healing  of 
wounds,  that  a  viscid  gelatinous  matter,  lymph,  or 
^rotoplasma  is  an  early  morphological  form,  and  also 
that  a  similar  matter  is  almost  universally  found  shading 

•  The  qnotailon  is  uken  from  the  BritiMh  and  Foreign 
Medical  ReHew  Art.  Bonnet— Trs'/J  det  Maiadiet  As 
Ariieultiiimt,  January,  1846. 


off  into  pus  or  tuberculous  matter  in  scrofulous  dis- 
eases. Louis,  whose  authority  is  paramount  in  all 
questions  relating  to  the  pathology  of  phthisis,  says 
that  he  has  detected  this  matter  in  both  ita  principal 
forms,— granulations,  and  larger  shapeless  masses,  in  all 
the  fibrous  textures,  in  the  pleura,  on  the  free  surface 
of  the  peritoneum,  in  the  substance  of  the  pia  mater, 
and  in  the  great  omentum ;  and  he  adds  that  in  all 
these  situations  he  has  found  it  susceptible  of  trans- 
formation into  opaque  tubercle,  and  in  this  opinion  he 
coincides  with  the  conclusion  previously  formed  by 
Laennec  The  observations  of  Louis,  and  the  conclu« 
aioos  of  Laennec  upon  this  point,  are  quite  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facta  and  morphological  doctrines  deduced 
from  my  microscopical  investigations,  which  have  shewn 
that  the  lymph  or  protoplasms  of  the  blood  consista 
of  colourless  cells,  molecules,  granules,  and  nuclei, 
imbedded  in  viscid  fibrillating  material;  that  the 
lymph  is  suscepticle  of  conversion  into  pus  by  the 
addition  to  it  of  an  unusual  multitude  of  cells  derived 
from  the  blood  current;  into  fibrous  texture,  upon  the 
fibrillation  of  the  coagulable  element;  and  into  tubercle, 
by  the  rupture  of  the  cells  and  degeneration  of  elementa, 
when  the  morphological  tendencies  of  the  textures  on 
which  the  lymph  appears,  are  retrograde. 

An  increased  redness  or  vascularity  of  a  texture, 
with  an  increased  nutritive  activity  and  new  products, 
has  been  considered  characteristic  of  inflammation;  but 
it  is  manifest,  that  an  increased  redness,  with  an 
increased  nutritive  activity  and  new  products,  followed 
by  the  union  of  a  fractured  bone  by  bone,  has  a  very 
different  result  from  the  nutritive  activity  which  fails, 
(in  ricketo,}  to  acconmlish  the  required  conversion 
into  bone,  and  from  that  also  which  (in  mollities 
osseum,)  accomplishes  the  retrograde  conversion  of 
an  osseous  texture  into  a  corpuscular  one,  which  changes 
the  textures  of  a  joint  (scrofulous  jointa,)  into  fun- 
gosities,  tuberculous  matter,  and  pus,  and  converta  (in 
phthisis,)  the  coherent  cellular  parenchyma  of  the  lung 
into  similar  degraded  forms. 

In  the  first  example,  the  fractured  bone,  the  injury 
gives  rise  to  an  increased  vascularity  and  nutritive 
action,  and  the  result  is,  that  in  a  certain  time  "  the 
injured  limb  is  restored  to  ita  natural  state."  The  limb 
being  restored  to  ita  natural  state,  the  metamorphoses 
is  natural,  and  being  natural,  it  is  also  conformable  or 
regular.  But  an  increased  vascularity,  withan  increased 
nutritive  activity,  and  conformable  products,  fulfils  the 
definition  before  given  of  simple,  healthy,  or  cotuer^ 
vatwe  inflammation ;  and  it  follows,  therefore,  that 
simple  inflammation  attends  the  reparstion  of  a  frac- 
tured bone.  If  the  metamorphosis  hsppen  to  be 
arrested  at  any  stage  short  of  perfect  ossification,  the 
limb  will  not  be  restored  to  ita  natural  state ;  in  that 
case  the  metamorphosis  would  be  unconformable  or 

t  Dr.  Watts-*'*  Manchester  Pathological  Society.*'— 
Mtdieal  GwttUe,  Jan.  1,  1847. 
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irregalar,  and  the  inflammatian  (the  redneia  and 
raacnlarit^,}  therffort  unhealthy. 

In  the  second  example,  (rickets,)  the  normal  meta« 
morphosis  ia  arrested,  and  the  cartilaginous  textore, 
notwithstanding  its  redness  and  Tascularity,  will  not 
proceed  to  bone.  The  metamorphosis  is  therefore 
irregular ;  and  if  we  call  the  rednesa  and  rascularitf, 
inflammation,  the  inflammation  is  unhealthy. 

In  the  third  examples,  (genuine  scrofulous  diseases,) 
moUities  ossium,  scrofulous  joints,  and  consumption, 
the  natural  textures,  from  an  inhwtmt  ditparitiont  or 
an  irritation  coming  from  without,  or  from  both  these 
causes  acting  conjointly,  are  unable  to  preserve  their 
type,  and  with  an  increasing  vascularity,  fall  rapidfy 
back  into  lower  and  earlier  forms. 

A  retrograde  metamorphosis,  it  will  be  obserred,  does 
not  embrace  any  of  the  changes  resulting  from  a  loss  of 
vitality,  it  simply  expresses  a  fact  of  living  structure, — 
the  replacement  of  a  later  or  higher  texture  by. one  of 
an  earlier  or  more  primary  type,  and  the  phenomenon  is 
one  of  great  energy  and  activity ;  new  textures,  new 
vessels,  and  new  products,  are  as  rapidly  formed  as 
when  the  structure  was  evolving  from  its  embryo  state. 

In  any  comparison  of  the  phenomena  of  a  retrograde 
metamorphosis  in  plants,  with  scrofnlons  diseases  in 
animals,  wide  differences  and  distinctions  moat  of 
course  be  expected.  Plants  have  no  nerves  nor  muscles^ 
nor  have  they  a  rapidly  circulating  corpuscular  fluid  or 
blood ;  their  organs  are  more  uniformly  cellular  in 
texture  than  those  of  animals,  and  thus  in  them  it 
happens,  that  an  entire  organ  may  be  converted  into  the 
form  and  shape  of  another;  an  event  not  observable  in 
the  more  multiplied  textures  of  the  organs  of  animal 
bodies.  Such  a  transformatiln,  however,  necessarily 
involves  a  change  of  texture,  and  it  is  with  the  iertures 
rather  than  with  the  organtf  that  the  morphological 
analogies  between  plants  and  animals  must  be  traced. 
The  retrograde  metamorphosis  in  plants  is  to  a  green 
leafy  parenchymatous  texture,  which  having  the  pro- 


and  it  is  this  which  constitutes  the  abnormal  leaf  or 


is  to  the  cellular  elements  and  protoplasma  of  the  blood, 
(the  primary  nutritive  condition  of  the  solid  textures,) 
which  having  more  the  properties  of  a  fluid  than  a 
solid,  are  therefore  without  definite  shape  or  fashion. 
Hence  the  term  ulceration  is  applied  to  scrofulous 
diseases  in  animal  textures,  in  which  the  solid  textnre 
gradually  softens,  and  being  replaced  only  by  a  fluid 
or  semi-fluid  protoplasma,  and  incoherent  cells,  large 
excavations  and  hollow  places,  termed  abscesses,  are 
left  filled  with  what  is  technically  termed  pus,  or 
mucus;  and  the  morphology  is  more  rapid  and 
energetic  in  animals,  because  a  current  of  protoplasma 
and  incoherent  cell%  is  at  all  times  ceaselessly  flowing 
fbrongh  all  parts  of  their  structure. 
The  general  conclusion  derived  from  these  investi- 


gations is,— first,'  that  a  morphological  law  govern* 
the  transformations  of  the  elements  of  the  hnman 
atructure,  analogous  to  that  established  hi  respect  of 
plants,  in  which  the  normal  order  is,  soft  corpuscular 
textures,  coherent  cellular,  elastic  fibrous,  firm  cafw 
tilaginous,  and  hard  bone.  The  intermediate  or 
transitional  forms  being  fibro- corpuscular,  fibro-cd- 
Inlar,  and  fibro-cartilaginous.  Secondlytthat  whatever 
ttiay  be  the  typOi  or  nature,  or  function  of  aa 
organ,  there  is,  as  a  consequence  of  the  order  or 
law  of  its  evolution  and  nutrition,  a  dispoeition  in  the 
textures  composing  it*— exhibited  upon  appropriate 
conditions  applied— to  revert  or  go  back,  especially 
during  the  period  of  their  growth,  to  Hie  primary 
locohereot  corpuscular  condition  out  of  which  they 
were  originally  metamorphosed.  Thirdly,  that  scro- 
fulous diseases  are  special  examples  of  this  diapositioir^ 
proofs  of  an  irregufar  and  retrograde  morphology.. 
But  as  the  conclusions  here  enunciated  will  hereafter  be 
converted  into  principlea  for  the  prevention,  treatment^ 
and  cure  of  scrofulous  diseases,  inflamoMtiiMit  and 
consumption ;  so  therefore  it  is  desirable,  to  support 
them  by  as  many  pointa  of  similarity  between  the 
growth  of  animal  and  vegetable  textures,  as  occur  ta 
me  at  the  moment. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  has  been  stated,  that  ia 
plants  an  inherent  disposition  to  a  retrograde  meto^ 
hibrpfaoais  is  tranamitted  from  the  parent  plant  to  the 
seed,  and  that  unfavourable  external  conditiona  will 
produce  the  same  result  in  otherwise  healthy  individualSy 
for  in  the  human  subject  parents  impart  or  transmit  to 
their  offipring  an  inherent  disposition  to  scrofulous 
diseases,  and  unfavourable  external  conditions  will 
bring  aboat  the  same  result. 

'*  It  may  truly  be  asserted,"  says  Dr.  Cumin,  "  That 
no  original  temperament  or  frame  of  body  confers 
immunity  from  scrofulous  diseases,  for  it  is  observed  to 
originate  in  the  healthy  offspring  of  healthy  parents 
under  circumstances  the  principal  of  which  are  habitual 


parties  of  a  solid,  must  therefore  have  a  form  and  shape,    exposure  to  cold  and  damp,  with  insufficient  food. 


privation  of  pure  air,  and  want  of  healthfbl  exercise. 


leafy  texture.    In  animals,  the  retrograde  morphology*  Instances  are  recorded  where  persons  in  good  health 


Isive  been  affected  with  scrofulous  diseases  after  being 
confined  in  dungeons  or  prisons,  and  there  scantily  fed» 
The  influence  of  such  causes  in  producing  scrofulous 
diseases  in  the  inferior  animals,  has  been  made  the 
sub}ect'of  experiment  by  Dr.  Jenner,  Dr.  Baron,  and 
othersy  and  the  resulu  have  satisfactorily  proved,  both 
the  great  extent  of  that  influence,  and  the  power  we 
possess  of  removing  the  factitious  disease  by  replacing 
the  animals  in  healthy  situations,  and  supplying  theoi 
with  wholesome  food.*' 

'  Scrofulous  diseases  in  animals,  therefore,  have  this 
additional  analogy  or  similarity  with  the  retrograde 
metamorphosis  of  plants,  viz.,'  that  the  phenomena  arise 
in  both  from  precisely  the  same  causes,— an  inherent 
disposition  transmitted  from  parent  to  oCipriAg,  and 


INHALATION  OF  MTUEK. 


263 


uDfuitable  external  conditions;  moreorer,  experience 
proTet  that  no  person  can  be  considered  as  exempted 
from  scrofulous  diseases,  and  this  result  ought  to  follow 
if  my  conclusion  be  true,— for  if  these  diseases  be 
retrograde  morphological  states,  arising  from  a  lav  of 
nature  penrading  all  living  structures,  there  can  be  no 
exceptions  in  favour  of  indinduals. 

iTo  be  eontmuid.) 


OPERATIONS   TERFORMED    UNDER   THE 
INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 

By   W.  C.   WoRTBiNOTON,  K*i.,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior 
Surgeon  4o  the  Lowestoft  lofirmarj. 


TO  TBI  BDITOK  OF  TBV   PKOVINCIAL  MIDICAL   AND 
SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sm, 
I  was  much  stmck  with  the  value  and  importance 
of  your  remarks  on  the  subject  of  letber-iahalatioii, 
contained  in  the  Journal  of  March  JOtb,  and  am  quite 
of  your  oplaioB,  that  practitioners  residing  in  the 
country  are  imperfttiveiy  called  upon  to  co-operate 
with  those  of  the  metropolis,  in  helping  to  elucidate 
the  use  of  the  letheon,  by  a  faithful  record  of  c^ses. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  that  great  circumspection 
IS  required  in  the  employment  of  any  new  agents,  when 
it  happens  that  the  functions  of  so  important  an  organ 
as  the  brun  are  manifestly  influenced  by  Its  operation. 
In  a  former  number  of  the  Journal  I  imported  the 
result  of  eight  cases  of  surgical  operation,  in  which 
the  Inhalation  of  »ther  had  been  employed.  Since 
that  time  some  further  oases  have  fallen  under  my 
notice,  which  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  for  insertion. 

Case  I. 

Thomas  Rose,  aged  42,  a  labourer  at  the  Lowestoft 
Harbour  Works,  was  received  into  the  Inflrmaiy 
llarcb  5th,  with ,  his  right  hand  severely  crushed  by 
the  heavy  bell  of  a  pile-drivlng  machine  falling  npon 
it.  After  the  accident  he  was  incaotlonsly  allowed  to 
walk  from  the  works  to  the  ln6rmary,  a  distance  of 
three  quarters  of  a  mile.  The  fatigue  arising  out  of 
this  circumstaAce,  added  to  the  shook  the  nervous 
system  had  so  recently  snstidnedj  caused  a  considerable 
degree  of  collapse  to  follow.  Amputation  was  con- 
sidered necessary,  but  the  operation  was  deferred  two 
or  three  hours,  until  some  degree  of  re-action^  took 
place.  Previously  to  commencing  it,  an  attempt  wae 
made  to  letheonize  the  patient.  After  »  few  Inbafau 
tioils,  his  respiration  became  extremely  hurried.  At 
the  end  of  two  or  three  minutes,  to  the  amazement  of 
myselfand  those  present,  he  started  from  his  seat  In 
a  Slate  of  furious  delirium,  vociferating  the  most  awful 
cursesv  at  the  same  time  stamping  vehemently  with 
his  feet,  and  throwing  his  arms  about  in  a  most  wild 
and  frantic  manner,  requiring  four  or  five  persons  to 
restrain  him.  This  paroxysm  lasted  nearly  four 
minutes,  when  he  fell  back  in  his  chair,  apparently 
somewhat  exhausted.  Upon  returning  consciousness, 
which  soon  took  place,  he  remarked  it  was  ''  rum  ttnjf 
hi  had  been  (aiiap,  hnt  noti?  was  all  KyU  offainJ*    The 


operation  was  then  performed,  which  he  bore  with  calm- 
ness and  fortitude.  It  was  aAerwards  ascertained  the 
patient  was  of  an  exceedingly  irritable  habit,  and 
addicted  to  intemperance;  and  when  under  the  influ- 
ence of  intoxicating  drink,  he  became,  so  exceedingly 
noisy  and  qoarelsome,that  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could 
be  prevented  doing  mischief.  Here  efidently  was  » 
case  where  the  inhalation  of  csiher  was  inadmissable, 
and  it  shows  the  importance  of  inquiring  into  the  habit 
l^d  temperament  of  indi rid uals,  previous  to  undergoing 
the  narcotizing  process. 

Cass  II. 

March  16th.  Sarah  SuIIins,  aged  43,  a  patient  of 
the  Infirmary,  was  narcotized  previous  to  submitting  to 
ezct|iAn  of  the  left  breast  for  carcinoma.  Sho  went 
through  the  operation  without  any  expression  of  pain, 
and  when  asked  if  she  experienced  any  during  its 
performance,  she  answered  in  the  negative,  but  con- 
fessed she  was  not  altogether  unconscious  of  what  was 
going  on.  After  removing  her  to  bed,  she  remained 
several  hours  in  a  perfectly  tranquil  state,  and  free 
from  pain,  her  condition  very  muoh  resembling  thai 
produced  by  a  mild  opiate.  For  some  days  she  pro- 
gressed  favourably,  when  erysipelas  attacked  the  wound, 
and  thereby  retarded  recoveryt 

casb  in. 

April  7th.  Mary  Read,aged  32, an  Infirmary  patient, 
wf%  nareotised  previously  to  being  operated  upon  for 
ganglion,  situated  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  wrist. 
A  sharp-pointed  straight  bistoury  was  passed  through 
tbe  swelling,  and  a  probe  armed  with  cotton  rapidly 
followed.  On  reoovering  from  the  effect  of  the  esther 
she  expressed  herself  as  not  being  altogether  uncon- 
scious that  the  operation  had  been  performed,  but 
aoflerod  no  pain.    No  unpleasant  symptoms  followed. 

Case  IV. 
The  same  morning  at  the  Infirmary,  I  removed  the 
middle  finger,  at  the  metacarpal  bone,  of  a  man,  aged  22* 
He  was  of  an  exceedingly  calm  temperament,  and 
sober  habits.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  narcot- 
izing him.  The  stupor  lasted  nearly  five  minutes. 
When  restored,  his  first  impression  was,  he  had  been 
'travelling  on  the  railroad  to  Norwich,  and  had  passed 
Some  days  very  agreeably  with  his  friends.  He  mani- 
fested great  surprise  on  being  informed  he  had  under- 
gone the  operation,  and  some  minutes  elapsed  before 
he  could  be  persuaded  of  the  fact.  No  unfavourable 
symptoms  followed. 

At  the  Infirmary,  on  the  s*me  morning  the  two 
preceding  operations  took  place,  an  aged  female  was 
couched  in  both  eyee,  and  also  another  patient  submitted 
to  the  extirpation  of  a  malignant  tumour  from  the  inner 
canthus  of  the  eye.  In  neither  of  these  cases,  however, 
did  I  deem  it  advisable  to  employ  sether.  The  age  of  Iho 
former  patient  was  considered  a  sufficient  reason  for  not 
using  it.  The  latter  had  for  some  months  before  been 
treated  at  the  Dispensary  of  a  neighbouring  town  for 
paralysis,  from  which  she  bad  not  entirely  recovered^ 
and,  notwithstanding  she  earnestly  intreated  to  be  per- 
mitted to  inhale,  the  request  was  not  complied  with» 
upon  the  supposition  thftt  there  might  stlU  exist  n 
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condition  of  brmin  anfaTounble  to  be  Acted  upon  bj 
the  narcotising  proceu.  The  patient  was  of  an  irritable 
liabit,  and  exhibited  great  impaUence  under  the  opera- 
tion. The  tumonr  being  deeply  imbedded  in  the  angle 
of  the  eye,  and  closely  adherent  to  the  conjunctival 
membrane,  required  some  caution  in  its  removaL 

There  were  present  at  several  of  these  operations. 
Dr.  Wake,  of  Southwold ;  Mr.  Garness,  of  Bungsy ;  Mr. 
Banner,  of  Wrenthaw ;  Mr.  Jeirrpy,of  Lowestoft ;  also 
Messrs.  Braame,  and  Prentice,  assistant  surgeons  to  the 
Institution,  whose  experience  and  tact  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  mther  apparatus  rendered  th«ir  services 
pariioularly  valuable  to  me. 

W.  C.  WORTfllNGTON. 
April  16,  1847. 


SOURCE  OP  THE  CATAMENIAL  DISCHARGE. 

ro  TBI  nniTOft  of  thb  provincial  mbpzcal  anu 

8ua01cal  journal. 
Sir, 

The  physiology  or  the  source  of  the  catamenial 
discharge,  so  peculiar  to  the  human  female,  and  the 
functions  of  the  interior  of  the  uterus  positively  ascer- 
tained, arc  subjects  comparatively  of  very  recent 
^discovery,  aud  as  the  opportnities  are  so  rare  of  our 
having  proof  or  of  our  obtaining  any  decisive  means  of 
determining  the  matter  or  establishing  the  fact,  that 
the  uterus  is  the  source  of  this  healthy  and  proper 
sexual  secretion,  I  think  the  following  evidence  maybe 
interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  Pfoomcia/  M^dietd 
4md  Surgicai  JoumaL  Should  yon  be  of  that  opinion 
perhaps  yon  will  find  room  for  it  in  an  early  number  :— 

On  Saturday,  the  27ch  ult,  I  was  applied  to  by  a 
medical  friend  to  assist  him  at  tk  poit-mortem  examina- 
tion, under  an  order  from  the  city  coroner,  of  a  woman 
who  had  hung  herself,  the  jury  not  being  able  to  agree 
in  their  verdict.  It  is  not  often  that  a  medical  man  is 
called  on  to  make  a  poit-mortem  examination  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  jury  in  coming  to  a  correct 
▼erdict  after  death  from  hanging,  the  cause  of  death 
being  so.  palpably  visible  ;and  how  that  twelve  wiseacres 
could  suppose  that  we  should,  by  an  examination  after 
death,  be  able  to  discover  the  motive  tbat  could  have 
induced  this  poor  creature  to  commit  such  a  rash  act 
I  cannot  conceive.  But  their  ignorance  was  bliss  to 
U8t  as  it  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  making  a  very 
Interesting  esaminatioUi 

The  external  appearance,  and  the  gorged  state  of 
the  blood-ressels  of  the  brain,  clearly  proved  that 
death  had  been  caused  by  strangulation,  and  it 
also  proved  Dr.  G.  Burrows'  theory  on  this  subject 
to  be  correct  In  removing  the  abdominal  viscera 
we  were  struck  with  the  size  and  vascular  appear-' 
ance  of  the  uterus.  As  we  understood  she  had  been 
confined  three  months  before,-  and  the  child  soon 
after  died,  we  thought  the  utems  might  be  impregnated, 
but  on  laying  it  open  it  presented  to  our  view  a  most 
beautiful  velvet^like  appearance;  the  whole  internal  sur- 
face was  covered  with  a  dark,  sanguineous  mucus,  tlrhich 
seemed  to  be  exudating  from  it  and  could  be  easily 
scraped  off.    This  unusual  appearance  we  at  once  sus- 


pected to  be  the  catamenial  secretion,  or  the  commence* 
meut  of  the  process  of  menstmation.  There  was  no 
appearance  of  any  discharge  in  the  vagina,  and  in  order 
to  satisfy  ourselves  on  the  point  as  to  whether  she  hsd 
been  regular  since  the  birth  of  the  last  child,  we  made 
inquiry,  and  learnt  from  a  female  friend  who  lived  in 
the  house  with  her,  that  she  had  menstruated  cmce 
since  her  confinement,  and  she  thought  that  she  was 
expecting  it  again  in  a  day  or  two.  There  is  then  indis- 
putable evidence,  and  the  strongest  corroborative  proof 
of  the  fact,  that  the  source  of  the  menstrual  discharge, 
once  so  much  disputed,  is  the  inner  membrane  lining 
the.  uterus,  and  I  think  the  strongest  case  recorded. 
As  it  is  well  known,  and  many  remarkable  cases  are 
recorded,  that  banging  has  a  very  curious  effect  on  the 
organs  of  generation  of  the  male, — Query,  Did  the 
apparently  enlarged  uterus,  and  the  vascularity  of  the 
external  part  of  this  organ,  arise  from  the  process  going 
on  within,  or  from  the  mode  of  death  ?  Perhaps  some 
of  your  learned  readers  may  be  able  to  inform  me. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

GEORGE  KINO. 
Bath,  April  13,  1847. 
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A    CASE    OF   SCURVY,    WITH  PURPURA 
HiEMOURHAGICA. 

Communicated  by  Ssptimus  Lowe,  Esq.,  H  Jt.C  S.E., 

HUlory  of  the  case  :  present  attack  ;  symptom$  on 
adrnmion  ;  continuation  oj  the  case ;  treatment.— ^ 
Remarks  ;  actual  condition  of  the  syttem.'-^Names 
applied  6y  Prqfet$or  Pivrry,  to  express  each  organic 
change  ;  alterations  of  the  blood. — AndraFs  views. — 
Difference  between  scurvy  aud  cl^orosisi  causes  of 
the  symptoms;  differing  from  a  case  of  true  sea-scurvy. 
Probable  causes  i  indications  for  treatment  ,*  prognosis. 

L.  B*,  a  man  aged  62,  was  admitted  into  the 
HdpiUlde  la  Fiti6  under  Professor  Piorry,  March  31st, 
1847 .  He  is  of  the  ordinary  stature;  of  strong  conforma- 
tion; 'pale,  dusky,  sallow  complexion;  and  nervo- 
bilieus  temperament  fie  is  a  slocking- frame  worker. 
Until  within  the  last  six  years  he  was  in  Tery  coffl< 
forteble  circumstances,  had  sufficient  employment, 
lived  well,  was  well  clothed,  and  always  very  regnlar 
in  his  habits.  During  the  last  six  years  he  has  only 
been  able  to  obtain  a  day's  employment  occasionally ; 
he  has  consequently  lived  upon  worse  food,  «nd  been 
worse  clad  tlian  formerly ;  he  has  also  suffered  con- 
siderable anxiety  of  mind.  He  is  a  native  of  Paris. 
Eor  the  last  three  months  he  has  led  a  very  irregular 
Hie;  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  single  day's 
employment;  he  has  wandered  about  from  place  to 
place,  generally  sleeping  in  a  close,  damp,  dirty  apart- 
ment, together  with  several  other  persons;  and  has 
lived  entirely  upon  brown  bread  (and  that  in  iniaffi- 
eient quantity,)  and  water.  He  was  formerly  verv  robust. 
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ftpd  enjoyed  excellent  health,  but  for  the  leit  few  yean 
he  has  become  Aoch  thinner  and  weaher.  About  thirty 
years  since  he  passed  sereral  tape  worms,  and  was  in 
the  hospital  for  about  three  weeks  in  consequence. 
Since  then  he  has  occasionally  passed  one ;  and  the 
last  he  remembers  to  hare  seen  was  about  two  years 
ago.  They  did  not  occasion  him  much  incouTenience, 
and  he  only  felt  a  slight  degree  of  uneasiness  in  the 
abdomen.  During  the  exoesslTO  heat  of  last  summer 
his  feet  became  considerably  swollen  and  csdematons,  so 
that  he  obnld  scarcely  walk.  After  resting  a  few  days 
the  swelling  disappeared,  and  he  continued  well,  an  til 
within  the  last  three  months.  Since  last  January  he 
has  been  gradually  getting  thinner  and  weaker.  He 
has  had  occasional  diarrhcea,  lasting  three  or  four  days, 
and  alternating  with  constipation  of  the  same  duration. 
About  six  weeks  ago  he  perceired  his  feet  become 
again  swollen,  and  soon  afterwards  a  discolouration  of 
the  skin  on  the  inner  side  of  the  left  ankle  and  leg,  as 
high  as  the  knee ;  the  skin  in  the  hams  became  hard, 
and  tlie  calf  of  the  left  leg  painful  on  pressure ;  he  had 
a  disagreeable  taste  in  the  mouth,  the  gums  became 
swollen  and  puffy,  with  occasional  oozing  of  blood  from 
their  surface.  About  a  fortnight  since  he  had  frequent 
attacks  of  dizziness ;  he  found  he  was  not  able  to  see 
at  all  in  the  evening,  and  was  so  feeble  that  be  could 
not  walk.  From  this  time  he  has  been  oonfined  to  bed, 
and  bas  been  gradually  getting  worse  and  worse.  He 
was  not  put  under  any  treatment  preriotta  to  his 
admission. 

At  present  the  surface  Is  colder  than  natural;  the 
akin  is  dry*  and  in  setreral  parts  rough  and  scaly, 
fspecially  on  the  innt r  parts  of  the  legs  and  thigha»  the 
sides  of  the  trunk,  and  the  back.  In  the  hams  the 
skin  is  excessively  bard  and  thickened.  The  feet  are 
swollen  and  edematous,  as  well  as  the  left  leg  and  thigh. 
There  are  large  patches  of  eochynosis  around  the  ankles, 
upon  the*legs,  (especially  the  left  one,)  lAid  on  the  sides 
of  the  trunk,  from  the  axilla  to  the  cristi  ilii  i  there  are 
also  pelechiie  on  the  thighs  and  upper  extremities. 
On  the  left  leg  the  skin  is  in  parts  of  a  deep  yellow 
colour.  Along  the  course  of  the  internal  saphena  Tein 
of  the  left  leg  there  is  considerable  tenderness  on 
preMure,  and  the  discolouration  is  here  more  marked. 
The  /ace  is  of  a  pale,  dirty,  yellowish  colour ;  the  lips 
are  pale;  the  sclerotic*  are  yellow.  The  respiration 
is  natural ;  the  lunge  are  healthy  in  front,  bnt  behind 
there  is  slight  emphysema  on  both  sides;  there  is  slight 
cough ;  the  spata  are  scanty  and  frothy.  The  heart  Is 
somewhat  enlarged ;  the  bruits  are  normal ;  there  is  no 
bruit  4e  Sable  in  the  neck ;  the  pulse  Is  small*  weak, , 
frequent,  and  regular,  96  in  the  minute.  The  gams  are 
swollen,  with  a  dirty  purple  appearance ; '  there  is  no 
oozing  from  their  surface.  The  tongue  is  moist,  furred, 
and  very  pale,  and  is  marked  along  its  borders  by  tiie 
pressure  of  the  teeth ;  there  is  a  disagreeable  taste  in 
the  month,  and  the  breath  is  exceedingly  offensive ; 
the  appetite  is  tolerably  good ;  there  is  no  thirst,  no 
sansea  or  vomiting,  but  slight  uneasiness  in  the 
epigastric  region  after  taking  food.  There  is  solid 
■otter  in  the  large  intestines;  the  bowels  are  regular; 
tto  stools  are  solid  and  foetid.    The  liver  is  smaller 


than  natural.  The  spleen  is  normal.  The  srine  i» 
passed  freely ;  is  of  the  usual  qtiaatily,  pale  In  colonr» 
free  ft'om  albumen,  of  alkaline  re-actlon,  and  contidns  a 
flocculent  cloud.  The  kidneys  percussed  ftx)m  behind* 
are  found  to  be  of  their  usual  size.  Ordered  a  simplo 
eneroa.  To  have  full  diet,  consisting  of  fresh  meat 
and  fi'etfa  vegetables;  to  take  three  tablespoonftils*. 
of  lemon  juice  three  times  a  day;  the  legs  and  tidea 
to  be  rubbed  with  sweet  almond  oil. 

April  2Dd.  The  patient  complains  that  he  cannot 
sleep  well  at  night;  there  is  tenderness  on  pressure 
on  the  calf  of  the  left  leg ;  the  roughness  of  the  sidn 
on  the  legs  is  somewhat  diminished ;  the  bowels  are 
regular;  pulse  still  weak,  but  less  frequent.  Ordeired 
to  have  a  warm  bath ;  the  legs  and  feet  to  be  elevated* 

5th.  The  left  leg  is  less  swollen,  and  not  so  tender 
on  pressure ;  the  urine  is  rather  higher  coloured  and 
still  alkaline ;  the  tongue  is  rather  cleaner.  Ordered 
to  have  a  bandage  applied  from  the  left  foot  to  the 
hip;  continue  the  lemon  juice,  &c. 

7th.  The  yellowness  of  the  sclerotica  has  disappeared; 
the  gums  are  still  spongy,  but  more  healthy  in  appear- 
ance ;  the  patient  can  see  rather  better  in  the  evening, 
but  he  cannot  clearly  distinguish  objects;  the  pulse 
is  rather  firmer ;  the  urine  is  neutral ;  the  bowels  ara 
regular.    Continue. 

10th.  The  tongue  is  cleaner,  and  not  so  osdematous  ; 
there  is  still  a  disagreeable  taste  in  the  month;  the 
breath  is  less  offensive ;  the  swelling  and  oedema,  of 
the  legs  are  somewhat  diminished.  Continue. 
"^  15th.  The  discolouration  and  roughness  of  the  skin 
on  the  sides  of  the  trunk  have  ^olte  disappeared;  the 
tenderness  along  the  course  of  the  saphena  vein  la 
much  less  marked ;  the  aspect  of  the  face  Is  greatly 
improved;  the  nrine  is  slightly  add.  Ordered  to  con- 
tinue the  lemon  juice,  and  to  take  a  drachm  of  sob- 
carbonate  of  iron  three  times  a  day. 

From  this  time  he  contlnned  to  Improve  daily,  l>oth 
in  strength  and  appearance.  On  the  21st  the  report 
is,— the  face  and  general  appearance  are  greatly 
improved;  the  gams  are  quite  natural;  the  tongue 
is  clean,  but  still  rather  pale ;  the  heart,  which  measured 
five  Inehes  lirom  base  to  apex,  and  three  inches  and 
a  half  from  above  downwards,  now  measures  three 
inches  in  the  latter  direction,  and  four  and  a  quarter 
in  the  former;  the  swrlling  of  the  feet  and  legs  haa 
entirely  diappeared  ^  the  only  discolouration  of  the  skin 
now  observed,  is  a  slight  yellowness  on  the  left  leg; 
the  bowels  are  regular;  the  urine  natural.  The  patient 
is  convalescent. 

21tb.  The  improvement  still  more  marked;  the 
patient  may  leave  the  hospital  in  the  course  of  a  day 
or  two. 

Professor  Piorry,  in  his  clinical  remarks,  observed 
that  this  was  a  case  still  called  by  most  authors  scurvy* 
with  purpura  hmmorrhagica;  these  terms,  like  a  great 
many  others  employed  in  medicine,  were  as  unmeaning 
as  absurd,«»terms  which  presented  to  us  none  of  the 
seizeable  circumstances  of  the  disease,  nor  indicated  io 
the  least  degree  tlie  actual  condition  of  the  organs; 
but*  If  we  studied  the  case  carefully,  symptomatically*. 
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«nd  tcifmUfically,  we  Bhoald  readily  Mrrive  at  a  joac 
appreciation  of  the  exact  natare  of  the  diieaae,  be 
enabled  to  apply  a  sound  and  rational  treatmenti  and 
be  led  to  adopt  expressions  in  accordance  with  the 
character  and  situation  of  aach  lesion.  Whft  did  we 
find  to  be  the  condition  of  the  system  in  the  case  before 
US?  In  the  first  place  there  was  eridently  hypo- 
plastflBmia  or  diminntioa  of  fibrin  in  the  blpftd ;  2nd, 
hydrhiemia  or  a  watery  condition  of  the  blood;  drd, 
hypheemia  or  dimination  of  the  blood-globules,  com- 
monly called  anemia  j  4tb,  cardiasia  or  dilatation  of 
the  heart;  5ih,  phlebemphraxia  or  obstruciion  in  the 
Tenons  circulation;  6th,  dermprrhagia  or  effusion  of 
blood  nnder  the  skin ;  7th,  bydrethmia  or  effusion  of 
aerom  into  the  cellular  tissue,  &c.  By  applyii^  theie 
terms  we  expressed  clearly  and  succinctly  the  wtkole 
chain  of  alterationsin  as  few  words  as  possible,  and 
were  enabled  to  seize  at  once  each  particular  fact  of 
interest  in  the  case. 

Besides  these  observations  of  Professor  Piorry's, 
this  case  presents  some  points  of  considerable  interest, 
and  several  of  the  important  changes  observed  in  it 
appear  to  be  worthy  of  a  more  detailed  account. 

Dr.  EUiotson,  in  speaking  of  scurry,  says  "  that  it 
seems  to  be  the  uni?ersal  opinion  that  it  owes  its  origin 
to  a  morbid  change  in  the  fluids,  and  especially  in  the 
blood.  Notwithstanding  this  general  belief,  thera  has 
been  no  attempt,  up  to  the  present  time,  at  any  chemical 
examination  of  scorbutic  blood."  But  the  late  re- 
searches of  Professor  Andral  appear  to  hare  thromi 
considerable  light  upon  this  subject.  He  observes  in  his 
"  Hematologic  Patfaologique,"  that  this  disease  (scurvy,) 
resembles  chlorosis  in  certain  respects,  and  both  hate 
many  symptoms  in  common.  In  both  we  have  the 
aame  feebleness,  the  same  vertigo,  the  same  aberrations 
of  sensibility,  the  same*  dyspepsia,  &c. ;  but  what 
immediately  distinguishes  scurvy  from  chlorosis  is,  the 
facility  with  which  hsBmorrhages  occttr  in  the  former,  to 
anch  a  degree  indeed  that  it  is  one  of  its  most  charac- 
teristic symptoms.  Why  is  there  this  constant  tendency 
to  hsBmorrbage  in  scurry !— and  why  is  it  so  compara- 
tively rare  in  chlorosis  f  .  Because  in  the  former  there 
is  a  modification  of  the  blood  totally  different  to  what 
we  observe  in  the  latter.  In  scurvy  the  globules  are 
not  generally  diminished  to  such  an  extent  as  in  chlo- 
rosis,  but  the  fibrine  is  considerably  below  its  normal 
amount,  and  this  has  been  found  to  be  the  case  also 
in  typhus  fever  of  the  adynamic  or  putrid  kind,  which, 
from -a  consideration  of  the  alterations  of  the  blood,  as 
well  as  the  general  nature  of  the  symptoms,  was  called 
by  Bordeu  mcHt€  tcurvy. 

Again,  Professor  Acdral  says  be  had  long  considered 
the  fibrin  of  the  blood  to  be  deficient  in  iquantity  in 
scurvy,  and  be  was  enabled  to  verify  thts  supposition 
in  tbe  month  of  Apri,  IMl.  A  patient  was  admitted 
into  the  H<6pital  de  la  Charit6,  with  all  the  worst 
symptoms  of  the  disease.  He  was  bled,  aud  the  blood 
found  to  contain^!  19,  globules;  86,  solid  matters  of  the 
serum;  and  only  1.6,  of  fibrin.  Professor  Andral 
further  adds,  that  he  has  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  also 
>  that  the  fibrine  of  the  blood  is  below  its  normal  amount 
in  all  well.pronouuced  cases  of  purpura  hsemorrhagica;^ 


and  he  affirmsi  that  in  a  case  of  purpura,  which 
resembled  in  its  symptoms  the  most  aggravated  case  of 
typhus,  he  found  the  blood  continued  in  a  state  of 
fluidity. 

Again,  it  may  be  asked,  is  there  not  some  other 
alteration  of  the  blood,  which  may  produce  this 
diminution  in  its  normal  quantity  of  fibrin  t  Before 
tbe  fibrin  diminishes,  may  there  not  be  some  other 
clisnge  of  composition,  of  which  tbe  diminution  of  the 
fibrin  is  only  a  consequence  f  Majendie  injected  sob- 
carbonate  of  soda  into  the  veins  of  a  living  animal, and 
after  death  he  found  a  ''dissolution"  of  the  blood.  In 
individuals  who  have  died  from  putrid  fever  or  scurry, 
where  the  blood  is  less  coagulable  than  usual,  aome 
authors  afllrm  that  they  have  found  a  larger  than 
normal  amount  of  alkaline  substances.  Profeasor 
Andral  in  his  researches  has  observed  amongst  other 
facts  that  the  blood  which  contained  the  most  free 
alkali  was  that  taken  from  the  scorbutic  patient 
mentioned  above,  and  this  observation  is  in  accordance 
with  what  M .  Fr^my  announced  some  years  ago. 

But  these  are  not  the  only  alterations  of  the  blood  oh- 
served  in  the  case  before  us.  It  is  evident  from  the  symp- 
toms that  there  is  also  a  state  of  anemia  or  diminntion 
in  tbe  quantity  of  the  globules,  and  with  this  condition  it 
is  also  probable  that  the  globules  themselves  are  altered 
in  structure  and  conformation.  Professor  Andral 
observes  on  this  head,  *'  It  would  be  very  interesting 
to  know  if  the  globules,  at  the  same  tine  that  they 
diminish  in  namber  in  ansBmia,  do  not  also  alter  in 
their  structure,  and  .if  there  is  not  a  tendency  to  undergo, 
complete  deatruction.  It  appeafcd  to  hiss  in  two  cases 
of  chlorosis,  that  the  globules  had  becomsmnoh  smaller 
than  we  generally  observe  them  to  be,  at  the  same  time 
a  certain  number  had  not  their  usual  form,  they  were 
as  if  broken  up  aud  dispersed,  and  resembled  frag- 
ments in  the  field  of  the  microscope.** 

Again,  it  is  very  probable  that  we  have  also  in  this 
case,  a  diminution  of  albumen,  with  increase  in  the 
relative  amount  of  watery  constituents  of  tbe  blood, 
of  which  the  effusion  into  the  cellular  tissue  is  a  dear 
evidence;  for  Andral  aays  that  patients  never  become 
dropsical  from  loss  of  fibrin,  but  from  loss  of  albumen; 
and  be  asks  whether  it  is  a  case  of  simple  exosmosis, 
favoured. by  the  diminished  density  of  the  blood,  or  is 
it  rather  the  serum  of  tbe  blood  whisb  escspes  more 
easily  into  tbe  cellular  tissue,  from  being  less  ohafged 
with  albumen,  and  consequently  being  less  unctuous 
in  its  character,  glides  less  readily  along  the  inner 
surface  of  the  vessels? 

The  difference  we  obserTe  between  a  case  of  this 
kind  and  one  of  true  sea^scnnry,  would  appear  to  be, 
that  while  in  the  latter  we  have  merely  (at  least  in 
the  less  advanced  cases,)  an  increased  amount  of  free 
alkali  in  the  blood,  with  a  dimi/iatlon  in  its  fibrin, 
in  the  former  we  have,  in  addition  to  this,  a  diminution 
both  of  the  globules  and  the  albumen. 

These  alterations  of  the  blood  may  be  well  considered 
to  have  induced  the  symptoms,  and  are  amply  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  whole  chain  of  morbid  conditions 
observed  in  this  c&se.  Thus,  the  lack  of  fibrin,  and 
the  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  globules,  will 
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vbeoank  for  the  elfstton  of  the  coloariog  matter  ander 
iHh  skin,  oaaslDg  tlie  "  porporm,"  whicb  is  here  merel j 
ft  tjrmptom,  and  oot  as  Dr.  Elliotaon  belleres,  a 
dUtinet  dieeaie ;  the  deficiency  of  albameOy  eansing 
CDdema  of  the  legi,  feet,  &o.,  whilst  the  extremely 
ImpoTerished  condition  of  the  blood  in  general  would 
no  doabt  speedily  induce  dilatation  of  the  heart, 
atrophy  of  the  llrer,  Tertigo,  thiclcening  of  the  skin, 
derangement  in  the  digettiTe  organs,  sponginess  of 
the  gums,  obstmotton  to  the  circulation  in  the  super- 
flcial  reins  of  the  leg,  &c.  &c. 

In  considering  the  causes  which  may  hare  produced 
this  condition  of  the  blood ;  we  ma}'  ask  if  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  deleterious  nature  of  the  Tood  which 
the  patient  has  taken  may  have  contributed  towards^ 
inducing  it  ?  The  browu  bread  on  the  Continent  oAen 
contains  a  large  proportion  of  rye,  and  consequently 
also  the  ergot.  Dr.  Wright  observes,  that  *'  the  long 
continued  use  of  the  ergot  often  produces  a  cachecUc 
state  of  the  body,  indicated  by  extreme  muscular 
wasting  and  weakness,  loss  of  appetite,  frequent  pulse, 
fcBtor  of  the  secretions  and  excretions,  congestion  of 
the  alimentary  mucous  membrane,  excessive  contraction 
of  the  spleen,  &c."  But  although  this  may  have  con- 
tribnted  in  some  degree  towards  the*  production  of 
these  alterations,  it  is  evident  thas  the  want  of  fresh 
animal  and  fresh  vegetable  substances,  the  long  con^ 
linued  nse  of  the  same  kind  of  food,  and  that  in  insuffi- 
cient quantity,  together  with  the  irregular  manner  of 
living,  was  amply  sufficient,  in  this  case,  to  determiife 
the  aeeidents  observed ;  and  doubtless  the  frequent 
oecurrenee  of  diarrtie^a,  by  remoring  the  healthy  con. 
•titoents  of  the  blood,  would  greatly  accelerate  Che 
results. 

T7va/mrfif.-^Here  the  indications  are  very  evident. 
In  the  first  place,  improve  the  condition  of  the  blood; 
secondly,  enconrage  the  free  circulation  in  the  skin,  an#f 
favour  its  return  firom  the  inferior  extremities.  The 
first  indication  is  fulfilled  by  attention  to  diet,  which 
must  oonsist  of  fresh  meat  and  fresh  vegetables,  in 
order  to  increase  the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the  blood ; 
lemon  jniee  to  destroy  the  too  large  amount  of  free 
-alkali  in  the  blood  ;  and  afterwards  give  iron  to 
Improre  the  condition  of  the  globules,  and  render  the 
Uocd  uNMre  invigorating. 

To  MAI  the  seeond  indication,  we  employ  warm 
fMUhe,  ta  soften  the  integuments  and  determine  the 
blood  to  tlM  surface,  fHction  with  almond  oil,  &o.;  and 
for  tha  obstnietlon  in  tlie  venous  circulation,  elevation 
of  the  legs,  and  bandaging  from  the  foot  to  the  hip. 

Pro^ifojis— Dr.  Elliotson  observes  that  this  disease 
is  of  a  chemical  nature,  if  any  one  be  so.  In  one  sense 
the  constitution  Is  not  at  all  in  fault ;  all  the  fluids  and 
all  the  solids  appear  to  be  changed ;  but  we  have  only 
to  give  a  different  chemical  state  to  the  body,  and  the 
'disease  is  cured.  This  may  be  true  in  a  great  number 
of  cases,  bnt  Professor  Andral  says  that  nothing  is 
taore  dilBonlt  tliao  the  definite  cure  of  those  diseases 
fn  which  the  blood  is  roblted  in  a  slow  and  spontaneous 
manner,  either  of  Its  {^obules,  or  iu  fibrin.  We 
%now  how  easy  are  relapses  in  young  cblorotSc  females, 
and  how  often  the  tynptoma  are  long  in  being  entirely 


removed.  In  persons  of  still  more  advanced  age,  who 
become  spontaneously  anssmic,  the  production  of  the 
globules  is  still  more  difficult  to  obtain.  As  to  scurvy, 
if  it  arises  from  evident  external  causes,  it  generally 
yields  readilr,  when  tbese  influences  no  longer  exist; 
but  if  it  comes  on  spontaneously,  it  will  generally 
resist  every  possible  means  we  may  employ.  Again, 
the  same  author  adds,  "  I  have  seen  scurvy  cured,  but  I 
have  also  seen  a  great  number  of  cases  in  which, 
although  the  symptoms  appeared  to  improve  very 
greatly  at  intervals,  they  never  entirely  disappeared,^ 
and  after  gradually  increasing,  finally  terminated 
fatally.*'  In  the  case  before  us,  although  the  patient 
appears  fo  be  perfectly  cured,  yet  Professor  Piorry 
^flirms,  that  if  on  his  dismission  he  is  hot  very  circum- 
spect^—if  he  is  not  allowed  sufficient  wholesome  food, 
and  employment  in  the  open  air,  &c.,  it  is  very  evident, 
on  considering  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  lengthy 
of  time  the  disease  has  continued,  that  be  will  be  liable 
to  a  speedy  relapse. 

Paris,  April  26,  1847. 


PROVINCIAL 

inelKical  9c  ^ur$ical  journal 

WEDNESDAY,   MAY  19,  1847. 


It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  we  learn  that 
Her  Miyesty's  Government  have  jeonsented  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Coramona  to  investigate  the  subject  of 
'^  Medical  Registration  and  the  state  of  the 
Law  relating  to  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery"  in  this  country.  The  second  reading 
of  Mr.  Wakley's  Bill,  originally  fixed  for  Wed- 
nesday,  May  Sih,  and  then  for  the  following 
Monday^  is  again  postponed  to  Monday,  31st, 
on  which  occasion  will  be  brought  forward  a 
motion  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a  select  Com. 
mittee. 

Whatever  views  may  he  taken  of  the  several 
provisions  of  the  Medical  Registration  Bill,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  therein  to 
carry  out  its  objects^  there  can  be  no  question 
that  the  two  leading  principles  of  the  Bill,— lat 
the  distinguishing  of  qualified  from  unqualified 
practitioners;  and  Sndly,  the  giving  to  the 
qualified  practitioner  a  general  legal  recogni- 
tion, and  sanction  to  practise^  are  equitable  and 
sound,  calculated  to  he  of  genuine  service  to 
the  public,  and  deserving  of  the  warm  support 
of  the  profession.  The  inquiry  into  these  ques- 
tions cannot  but  be  fraught  with  beneficial 
consequences,  and  we  trust  that  no  attempt 
which  may  be  made  in  any  quarter  to  shelve 
or  otherwise  defeat  the  motion,  will  be  per- 
mitted to  be  successful* 

Any  equality  of  privilege  actually  possessed 
by,  or  proposed  to  be  bestowed  on,  the  entire 
profession,  or  any  section  of  it,  or  corporate  or 
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other  body  belonging  to  it>  on  the  ground  of 
equality  of  qualification  must,  under  existing 
circumstances^  be  futile  in  the  extreme.  To  look 
to  England  alone,  what  can  be  more  heteroge- 
neous as  respects  qualification,  than  the  elements 
of  which  either  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  are  composed ;  or  to  take 
non-corporate  bodies^  than  those  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  or 
of  the  National  Institute  of  Medicine,  Surgery, 
and  Midwifery.  Equality  of  qnalificfition,  were 
it  attainable,  could  not  be  preserved  for  a  single 
week ;  but  a  given  suffioient  amount  of  qualifi- 
cation is  attainable,  and  ought  to  found  the 
ground- work  of  all  future  admissions  within  the 
pale  of  the  profession,  while  for  the  past,  the 
possessers  of  genuine  qualification,  duly  certified 
to  by  any  British  University,  or  corporate 
body  empowered  to  grant  licenses  to  practise, 
are  entitled  to  be  legally  recogniased  as  such, 
and  registered  as  members  of  the  profession, 
and  of  the  several  sections  of  it  to  which  they 
may  belong,— it  being  always  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  between  the  very  lowest  in  point  of 
attainments  of  any  individual  so  qualified,  and 
the  highest  in  point  of  pretension  of  any  of  the 
unqualified  mountebanks  who  live  by  the  gulli- 
bility of  the  public,  there  is  a  vast  and 
immeasurable  distance,  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
tinctly marked. 

BATH  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Pint  Meeting,   October   5tb,   1846,   Mr.   Norman 

in  tlie  Cbair. 

Cabe  h  ^  Injur jf  of  the  head /rem  a  faU  j  inttmibilitjf 
cominff  on  gradualljf,  and  death  following  in  forijf»eight 
houre  after  the  aeeidenki  the  right  pupil  dilated 
and  immoveable,  Dieeection.-m^A  large  clot  beneath 
the  dura  mater  i  a  email  eoagulum  on  the  right  optie 
nerve  after  it  leatet  the  commiseure, 

Mr.  Gore  exhibited  the  brain  of  a  woman  who  died 
in  consequence  of  a  fall  on  her  head ;  the  part  of  tlie 
head  which  received  the  injury  was  the  right  parietal 
protuberance.  She  remained  conscious,  and  with  the 
power  of  motion  for  some  hours  after  the  accident; 
insensibility  gradually  supervened,  and  she  continped 
comatose  until  death,  which  took  place  forty-eight  hours 
after  the  receipt  of  the  infury.  The  right  pupil  was 
dilated  and  immoTsable.  On  dissection  after  death  a 
large  eoagulum,  two  or  three  ounces,  wu  found 
beneath  the  dura  mater,  id  the  right  parieUl  region ; 
the  precise  source  of  the  blood  did  not  i4|>pear.  On 
the  right  optic  nerve,  after  it  leaves  the  commissure, 
there  was  found  asniaU  eoagulum.  Mr.  Gore  remaiked 
00  the  importance  of  one  of  the  symptoms  of  this 
case,  as  guiding  to  a  just  disgaosis— namely,  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  patient  continuing  for  some  time 
after  the  accident,  total  insensibility  then  following, 


marking  the  gradual  development  of  a  coapreanng 
cause,  wnich  in  such  a  esse  cooM  be  no  other  t|iaa 
hemorrhage.  The  situation  of  the  injury,  •and  the 
absence  of  tenderness  over  the  course  of  the  middle 
meningeal  artery,  Mr.  Oore  considered  sufficient  to 
contraindicate  operative  interference. 

Cass  II — Frequent  eomitingt  with  pain  referred  to  the 
region  of  the  etomach,  occurring  at  from  two  to  three 
houre  after  tahingfood,  Dlseection  :»»Bvidenees  of 
inflammation  of  the  duodenum  near  the  pylorue,  and 
pttrtial  atrophy  of  both  hidneye, 

Mr.  Hunt  exhibited  part  of  the  duodenum,  inclnding 
the  pylorus,  the  kidneys,  and  part  of  the  uteros,  of 
a  woman  who  had  been  delivered  about  ten  days  before 
death.  She  first  came  under  Mr.  Hunt's  care  in 
February,  1846,  at  which  time  her  symptoms  were, 
serere  and  constant  vomiting,  with  pain  referred  to  the 
region  of  the  stomach,  for  the  most  part  occurring  at 
from  two  to  three  hours  after  talung  food,  with  con- 
siderable emaciation.  These  symptoms  continued  mors 
or  less  up  to  the  period  of  death,  which  took  place  in 
September.  On  dissection,  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  duodenum  near  the  pylorus  was  found  uach 
thickened,  and  admitted  of  being  easily  torn  off.  Doe 
of  the  kidneys  was  greatly  atrophied,  and  the  other 
slightly  so,  apparently  having  undergone  grannlar 
degeneration  in  different  degrees.  The  urine  had  not 
been  examined.  The  uterus  was  merely  exhibited  la 
order  to  illustrate  the  condition  of  that  viscus  at  the 
above  mentioned  period  after  delivery. 

Cass  IlL^^re^iieiit  vomiting,  with  gradnalewuuiation; 

no  pain,  but  tome  difficulty  ofewaOowlng^  JDieeeetion  :— 

'    Sqft  cancer  invotwing  the  cardiac  oriJle$  qf  the  etowwch* 

Mr.  Norman  exhibited  the  oesophagus  and  stomach 
of  a  man  who  had  been  for  some  months  under  his  cars,, 
at  first  with  symptoms  somewhat  equivocal  in  their 
nature,  but  for  some  time  before  death  the  existeoce 
of  cancerous  disease  of  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the 
stomach  was  diagnosed.  When  the  patient  first  came 
under  Mr.  Norman's  care,  he  was  suffering  frook 
constant  vomiting  on  taking  food,  attended  with 
gradual  emaciation.  No  tumour  could  be  felt,  and  be 
suffered  no  pain.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing. A  fuU-stsed  oesophagus  bougie  was  passed, 
which  met  with  some  obstruction  at  the  junction  of  the 
pharynx  with  the  oesophagus;  this,  with  the  other 
symptoms,  rendered  the  idea  of  stricture  probable, 
which  was  further  confirmed  by  finding  that  the 
passage  of  the  instrument  was  attended  with  marked 
relief  to  the  vomitiog,  and  also  to  the  difficulty  of 
swallowing.  Matters  went  on  thus  until  within  a 
month  of  the  patient's  death,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
bougie  would  no  longer  pass  into  the  sUMnach,  in  con- 
sequence of  obstruction  at  the  cardiac  ori6ce.  On 
dissection  after  death,  the  lower  end  of  the  oesophsgus 
and  the  cardiac  end  of  the  stomach  were  found  involved 
in  an  extensive  cancerous  deposit,  of  the  soft. or 
encephaloid  kind.  The  disease  had  not  attacked  any 
other  organ  of  the  body.  The  cause  of  the  obstmctioa 
to  the  passage  of  the  bougie  at  the  junction  of  the 
pharynx  and  cesophsgus,  was  found  to  be  an  ossified 
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ol  tha  thyroid  cartiUfey   by  which   the 
•ttiophiigis  was  prcfied  b«ckwards»  and  on  one  sde. 

Second  Meeting,  Norember  2Dd,  1846* 
Mr.  Norman  in  the  Chair.^ 
Cask  \y,^lnjmry  of  the  tpint  frmn  a  fall;  complete 
panUpeU  hdow  the  seat  of  injur jf;  death  on  the  eighth 
day,  Diuection  .'-^Fracture  of  the  lamina  of  the  two 
latt  cervical  and  upper  dorsal  vertebra;  effusion 
of  Hood  beneath  the  dura  mater,  and  sqflening  of  the 
substance  of  the  cord,  * 

Mr.  Brown  exhibited  part  of  the  spinal  colamn  and 
"Cord  of  a  man  who  had  died  iu  consequence  of  an 
injury  receired  by  falling  on  the  lower  part  of  hu  neck, 
from  a  height  of  about  seren  feet.  He  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital  twenty- four  hours  after  the  accident, 
and  died  on  the  eighth  day.  On  admission  there  was 
jperfect  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  both  as 
regards  sensation  and  motion ;  tickling  of  the  soles 
of  the  feet  did  not  induce  any  reflex  action ;  he  had 
lost  all  power  over  the  bladder  and  rectnm,  so  that 
the  fsces  passed  inroluntarily,  and  the  urine  was 
^retained ;  about  two  quarts  of  highly  alkaline  urine 
«was  drawn  off  after  his  admission.  Priapism  in  this 
•case  was  a  troublesome  symptom,  at  times  interfering 
with  the  introduction  of  the  catheter.  The  breathing 
was  altogether  diaphragmatic ;  the  intercostal  muscles 
being  quite  paralysed ;  strong  pressure  over  the  seat 
of  injury  caused  considerable  pain.  On  dissection, 
there  was  found  an  oblique  fracture  extending  through 
the  Jaminse  of  the  two  last  cervical  and  upper  dorsal 
Tertebrs,  the  spinous  process  of  the  seventh  cervical 
vertebra  being  detached  at  its  junction  with  the 
laminas  \  bJood  waseffused,  both  external  to,  and  beneath, 
the  dura  mater,  and  the  substance  of  the  cord  was  soft* 
Cened  opposite  the  seat  of  injury.  Mr.  Brown  remarked 
regarding  priapism,  which  wu  present  in  this  case, 
that  on  naaking  inquiry  of  Dr.  Tunstall,  at  the  Bath 
Hospiul,  he  found  it  to  be  a  frequent  and  troublesome 
symptom  in  the  cases  of  piUraplegia  which  came 
under  treatment  in  that  institution. 

Cask  V.— Scrofulous  disease  of  the  eyelaUt  simulating 

malignant  disease, 

Mr.  Soden  brought  a  child  before  the  Society,  for 
ihe  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  peculiar  pathological  con- 
^itiop  of  one  eye,  in  which  the  appearances  presented 
were  very  much  such  as  would  lead  to  the  idea  of 
malignant  disesse  of  the  eye-ball,  but  which  in  fact 
consisted  of  a  scrofulous  deposit  in  tlie  iris,  with  a 
aeries  of  purple  vesicles  surrounding  the  choroid 
ligament. 

Cass  VJ,.^Genercd anasarca;  albuminous  urine,    Dis" 
section : — Granular  kidney. 

Dr.  Daniell  exhibited  a  kidney  in  the  second  stage 
•of  granular  degeneration,  taken  from  the  body  of  a 
young  woman  who  had  died  aniversally  anasarcous. 
The  disease  ran  a  abort  and  rather  acnte  coarse ;  the 
urine  daring  the  whole  time  was  of  low  specific  gravity 
■cd  highly  albominons.  On  dissection,  the  cortical 
substance  of  the  kidney  was  found  thicker  than  natural, 
mach  blanched  in  colour,  and  studded  throughout  irith 
wery  distinct  yellow  granulations;  the  tubular  struc« 


tore  was  free  from  deposit,  and  of  natural  colour ;  the 
whole  of  the  abdominal  viKera  were  much  blanched 
in  appearance. 

Casx  V\1.^  Craniotomy  in  a  case  of  deformed  pelvis  \  a 
considerable  portion  of  brain  removed;  the  child  critd 
after  delivery, 

Mr.  King  related  the  circumstance  of  craniotomy 
having  been  performed  in  a  case  of  deformed  pelvis,  a 
large  portion  of  the  child's  brain  being  removed,  and 
the  head  afterwards  drawn  down.  The  child,  notwith- 
standing, cried  after  bicth. 

Third  Meeting,  December  7th,  1846. 
Mr.  NoRMAX  in  the  Chair. 
Cass  VI II.  '^Dysentery  and  abscess  of  the  liver,    Dissec' 
tion  : — Sloughing  of  the  mucous  and  muscular  coats  of 
the  colon  ;  several  large  abscesses  in  the  liver,      • 

Dr.  Budd  exhibited  the  colon  and  liver  of  a  man 
who  died  of  dysentery  and  abscess  of  the  liver.  Draw- 
ings of  the  recent  parts  were  also  exhibited.  The 
patient  had  been  a  railway  labourer,  was  a  finely- 
formed  athletic  man,  28  years  of  age.  Before  his 
illness  he  had  enjoyed  robust  health.  He  was  admitted 
into  the  hospital  labouring  under  severe  and  clearly- 
marked  symptoms  of  dysentery,  and  subsequently 
abscess  of  the  liver  was  diagnosed.  On  dissection 
after  death,  the  whole  of  the  colon  was  found  in  a 
state  of  intense  inflammation,  the  mucous  and  muscular 
tissues  in  a  sloughy  condition,  with  two  large  ulcerated 
openings  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  one  situated  in  the 
sigmoid  flexure,  and  the  other  higher  up.  The  liver 
contained  several  large  abscesses.  Dr.  Budd  remarked 
on  the  comparative  rareness  of  such  severe  dysenteric 
disease  in  this  country,  and  also  called  attention  to 
the  case  as  an  example  of  abscess  in  the  liver  following 
the  formation  of  pus  in  the  colon;  the  previously 
robust  and  healthy  condition  of  the  man,  with  the 
laborious  occupation  he  had  followed,  precluding,  in 
Dr.  Budd's  opinion,  the  idea  that  the  liver  disease  had 
preceded  the  dysentery. 

C ASB  lX,^Alseeis  qf  th$  Liver, 

Mr.  Boult  read  the  history  of  a  case  of  primary 
abscess  in  the  liver.  The  abscess  was  punctured  and 
the  patient  recovered.  This  paper  appeared  in  full  in 
the  first  number  of  this  Journal  for  the  present  year. 

Cask  X. —  Obstinate  constipation  and  death;    morbid 
appearancts  in  the  small  intestine  unsatisfactory, 

Mr.  Field  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  ileum  taken 
from  the  body  of  a  man  who  died  under  the  following 
circumstances: --He  complained  of  pain  in  the  left 
iliac  region,  not  severe,  nor  increased  by  pressure ; 
his  bowels  were  obstinately  constipated,  and  resisted 
all  attempts  to  promote  their  action,  until  within  a 
short  period  of  death,  when  they  acted  freely.  He  was 
bled ;  the  blood  was  slightly  buffed.  On  dissection, 
the  seat  of  the  disease  wu  found  to  be  a  portion  of 
the  ileum  some  distance  above  the  caput  cttcum ;  that 
portion  of  the  small  intestine  above  the  disease  pre- 
sented nothing  remarkable  in  appearance,  whilst  the 
implicated  Qortion  was  considerably  dilated;  the 
mucous  coat  much  injected,  and  of  a  dark  colour ;  the 
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peritoDeal  coTeringr  wts  natuiral.  Mr.  Field  remarked 
on  tbe  obicarity  of  thie  case,  both  ts  regards  iu 
ty  mptoiBi  and  f)0§t'fnortem  appearances,  and  qnestioiied 
whether  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  case  of  ileua, 
.  as  described  by  Dr.  Abercrombiey  or  one  of  inflamna- 
tion,  affecting  the  mucous  and  muscular  coats,  witiwut 
inrolring  the  peritoneal. 

Casb  XL-^  Symptoms  of  it^lammatory  fever,  with  more 
or  less  ofdyspncMt ;  rather  sudden  death,  Distection : — 
Fluid  in  the  serous  catitUs  ;  some  degree  of  obstruction 
of  the  left  tide  of  the  heart, 

Mr.  Bush  exUibited  a  heart  taken  from  the  body  of 
a  young  man,  about  24  years  of  age,  who  applied  to 
bim  some  weeks  before  death,  suffering  under  symp- 
toms of  asthma;    he  was  afterwards  attacked  wi(h 
inflammatory  fever,  from  which  be  seemed  to'  1>e 
recorering,  when  be    fell    on   getting   out   of  bed, 
complained  of  much  pain,  and  died  in  twenty  minutes. 
On  dissection,  both  lungs  were  found  much  congested, 
and  both  pleural  caWties  contained    a  quantity  of 
bloody  serum,  as  did  also  the  pericardium.    On  cutting 
across  the  aorta,  a  quantity  (probably  one  or  two 
drachms,) [of  pus^like  matter  flowed  out,  along  with 
some  flnid  blood;  on  laying  open  the  left  ventricle, 
there  was  found  a  rather  firm  fibrous  band,  extending 
across  the  base  of  two  of  the  aortic  valves,  in  such  a 
way  as  must,  to  a  certain  extent,  have  impeded  the 
flow  of  blood  into  the  aorta;  in  other  respects  the 
heart  was  natural. 

Casx  XII.— .^  esan^U  oftsimsivt  MuS'iuseiptioit, 
Case  XIII,— u4  case  qf  txtremt  eirrhosis  <if  the  liver, 

^Dr.  Budd  exhibited  a  preparation  and  drawings  of 
the  parts  when  recent,  of  a  case  of  intus-susception, 
when  the  whole  of  the  transverse  colon,  even  to  its 
junction  with  the  ileum,  bsd  passed  into  the  sigmoid 
flexure,  symptoms  of  strangulation  came  on,  and 
death  followed  in  seven  days.  Also  a  case  of  extreme 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  The  preparation  and  drawinp 
were  exhibited.  There  was  not  much  known  concern- 
ing the  history  of  the  man  from  whom  the  specimen 
was  taken,  except  that  he  had  been  a  laige  consumer 
of  raw  spirit.  As  to  the  nature  of  cirrhosis,  Dr.  Bndd 
remarked  that  it  consists  essentially  in  inflammation  and 
thickening  of  the  capsule  of  Olisson,  set  up  in  conse- 
quence of  the  circttbition  tlirongh  the  liver  of  the  alco* 
holic  fluid.  Tliis  gives  rise  to  pressure  on,  and  atrophy  of, 
the  vascular  structure  of  the  organi  leading  to  imperfect 
nutrition,  by  pressure  on  its  nutrient  Teasels ;  ascites, 
by  pressure  on  the  portal  system;  and  occasionally 
jaundice,  from  the  same  cause  acting  on  the  bile^ucts. 


Sheffield  medical  society. 

Sixth  Session,  Thirteenth  Meeting,  March  18th,  1847. 
The  Preaident,  Mr.  Tuaton,  in  the  chair. 
The  President  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  left  superior 
maxilla  of  a  girl,  aged  8,  wh?€h  had  exfoliated  as  a 
consequenee  of  ferer,  of  a  typhoid  character.  In  the 
treatment  no  mercury  was  used.  The  case  terminated 
feiy  well. 


rATTT  TUMOtrm:   ATRBR«INHAI.ATIOir. 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  exhibited  a  large  tnnMHir,  removed 
from  the  arm  of  a  farm-labottfer,  aged  66,  liar 
existence  had  been  detected  accidentally  ten  years  ago, 
and  it  was  then  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  and  had 
gradnally  increased.  It  never  has  giten  him  pain,  bnt 
he  had  been  alarmed  by  hmnorrhage  taking  |>laeefrofli 
the  most  depending  portion  of  it  on  two  different 
occasions  within  the  last  two  years.  It  covered  the 
brachial  artery  abont  two  thhrda  of  ito  coarse.  The 
vapour  of  ssther  was  used,  and  operated  in  two  minutct. 
The  patient  complained  of  no  pain.  On  cutting  into 
the  tumour  it  was  found  to  be  a  fatty  mass,  having  in 
its  centre  a  small  cavity  about  the  stae  of  a  common 
nut,  which  was  filled  with  light-coloured  pus.  The 
bleeding  had  taken  place  from  a  vein  which  had  passed 
over  a  small  ulcer,  arising  from  the  distention  of  the 
integument.    The  patient  was  doing  well. 

SCiaKHOUB  BBXABT:    BFrXCTS  or  iSTHEIU 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  exhibited  a  scirrhous  breast  which 
he  had  removed  from  a  woman,  aged  5.*).  The  patient 
was  a  stout-looking  woman,  married,  but  had  never 
borne  children;  of  very  irregular  habits.  The  csther 
operated  in  three  minutea,  producing  all  the  effects 
described  as  those  of  asther.  The  prostration  was  very 
extreme,  and  had  continued  so  op  ta  this,  the  fifth  day. 
The  patient  bad  presented  occasional  symptoms  of 
hysteria  since  the  operation,  but  Mr.  Jackson  con* 
sidered  her  to  be  in  danger  from  the  effect  of  the 
sether. 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  exhibited  to  the  Society  a  working^ 
model  of  a  grinding-wheel,  exhibiting  the  means  by 
which  it  was  intended  to  carry  off  the  particles  of  dust, 
and  steel  in  the  process  of  grinding,  and  thereby 
diminish  the  danger  attendant  upon  that  trade.  The- 
model  was  constructed  by  the  late  J.  H.  Abraham*. 
F.L.S.,  who  had  devoted  a  considerable  portion  off 
time  to  the  subject ;  it  is  the  property  of  the  Liteimry 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Sheffield. 

PSmiTONTTIS  FOLLOWING  FETXR :   FACAL  ABSCKSBr 
INTXBMAL  STBANGULATIOIf. 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  read  a  communication  from  Mr.  W. 
C.  Russell,  of  Bawtry,  of  the  following  case :— A  boy, 
aged  15,  presenting  the  strumous  diathesis,  was  seised 
with  fever,  of  a  very  low  character,  (then  epidemic  ia 
the  neighbourhoo<V  and  from  which  he  with  difficulty 
tecovered,)  on  the  5th  of  November,  1845.  On  the 
I3th  of  January  following,  symptoms  of  peritoneal 
inflammation  appeared,  which  gave  way  to  treatment. 
On  the  20th  he  complained  of  great  pain  and  tenderness 
of  the  abdomen,  which  were  qnickly  followed  by 
tympanites.  These  symptoms  gave  way,  and  the 
abdomen  became  soft,  but  a  circumscribed  tumour, 
ifom  four  to  five  inches  in  diameter,  remained  situated 
q^idway  between  the  superior  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium  on  the  right  side  and  the  nmbiiicos.  On  the 
29tli  an  opening  was  made  into  the  tumour,  on  which  » 
quantity  of  very  offiensive  gas  escaped,  followed  by 
collapse  of  the  tamoar,  and  shortly  aftenrards  by  » 
oopiona  discharge  of  pus,  ia  which  were  aome  somII 
particles  of  fsecnlent  matter.  The  wonnd  was  kept 
open  by  a  canula,  aad  for  several  weekt  an  abondant 
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diKbuye  coBtiniied ;  it  healed,  however,  aboat  the  Itt 
of  April.  The  boy  rapidly  improved  in  health,  aod 
weal  to  work  in  the  6elda.  In  consequence  of  aone 
protnuioa  at  the  cicatrix,  an  nnhiUcal  tmis  was 
applied,  winch  answered  the  desired  end.  On  the  27th 
of  Septeaher  he  was  suddenly  seised  with  violent  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  vomiting  and  obstruction  of  the 
bowels.  Treatment  here  completely  failed.  Little 
more  than  two  ounces  of  fluid  could  be  injected ; 
opium  appeared  to  palliate ;  the  vomiting  continued 
from  the  27th ;  on  the  30th  it  became  stercoraceons, 
lumps  of  feces  the  sise  of  walnuts  being  ejected  from 
the  stomach.  No  evacuation  having  taken  place  from 
the  29th  of  September,  on  the  12th  of  October  half 
an  ounce  of  quicksilver  was  administered,  but  without 
any  risible  effect;  the  stercoraceons  vomiting  con- 
tinned,  accompanied  by  violent  tormina  and  every 
indication  of  intus-suiceptiou.  November  1st,  the 
bowels  began  to  act  very  freely,  the  quantity  passed 
was  enormous ;  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  qnick- 
mtver ;  the  vomiting  still  continued.  The  boy  lingered 
nntil  November  13th,  and  then  sank  in  a  most  extreme 
state  of  emaciation. 

On  inspection  poit  moriemt  numerous  adhesions 
were  found  in  every  direction.  The  stomach  small 
and  its  coats  attenuated;  it  contained  some  small 
portions  of  fsculent  matter ;  the  mucous  lining  was 
asb-coloured  but  not  ulcerated.  The  convolutions  of 
the  intestine  were  glued  together,  and  from  several 
points  a  feculent  discharge  exuded.  The  mesenteric 
glands  were  much  enlarged ;  two  of  them  about  the 
sise  of  pigeon's  eggs,  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
suppuration.  On  tracing  the  ileum  from  the  jejunum 
to  the  extent  of  about  twelve  inches,  it  was  found  to 
terminate  in  a  cir/  (fe  9ae,  formed  by  a  strong  band 
of  Mse  membrane,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  firmly 
attached  at  one  point  to  the  jejunum,  and  at  the  other 
to  the  descending  colon,  preventing  peristaltic  action, 
■ad  actually  strangulating  the  bowel.  This  portion  of 
intestine  was  almost  black,  as  if  in  a  sute  of  gangrene, 
but  the  coals  were  very  firm  and  the  quicksilver  had 
accumulated  here.  At  this  point  an  absoem  had  formed 
implieating  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  as  well  as 
the  ileum.  The  abscem  having  bunt  some  days  before 
death,  will  account  for  the  emptying  of  the  larger 
intestines.  The  pelric  portion  of  the  ileum  was  almost 
embedded  in  enlarged  mesenteric  glands  in  a  state  ^ 
suppuration.  The  intestine  including  the  jejunum, 
and  about  twelve  Inches  of  Ileum,  had  become  so 
much  thickened  that  it  resembled  the  structure  of  the 
rectum,  while  the  ascending  and  transeverse  colon 
had  become  so  much  attenuated  as  to  resemble  ileum. 
The  gall-bladder  was  of  inordinate  sise,  and  contained 
four  ounces  of  thick  dark*coloured  bile.  Nothing 
remarkable  in  the  other  viscera^ 

CBaOKIC  INFLAMMATION  OF  TRB  CwBCUM   AND 

COLON. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  Doncaster,  read  a  paper  on  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
csecnm  and  colon.  The  disease  which  he  was  anxious 
to  describe,  differed  firom  dysentery,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  unattended  with  the  same  amount  of  constitutional 
distnrbanee ;   it  Is  a  chronic  form  of  disease,  the 


constitutional  symptoms  of  which  are  in  general  very 
slight,  snd  only  become  aggravated  through  neglect^ 
or  harsh  and  improper  treatment.  Tlie  symptoms  of 
the  slow  form  of  inflammation  of  the  textor^  in 
question,  are  often  so  slight  as  to  be  at  fint  unobserved. 
There  is  occasional  discharge  of  mucus  from  the 
bowels,  without  any  purging;  the  stools  are  oftea 
perfect  in  form  and  consisience,  but  partially  coated 
with  mucus,  or  followed  by  flakes  of  mucus,  wblds 
come  away  without  any  straining  or  tenesmus;  occasion- 
ally the  mucus  will  appear  in  small  lumps,  not  unlike 
lumps  of  fat,  at  other  times  it  assumes  the  form  of  the 
finger  of  a  glove.  This  mucus  is  quite  uncoloured, 
either  by  the  faces  or  by  the  admixture  or  Infiltratioa 
of  blood;  'kometimes  there  are  scybalm  discharged 
with  the  mucus,  but  more  frequently  the  stools  are 
of  tije  natural  appearance  and  consistency.  The 
medical  man  is  seldom  consulted  at  this  early  stage 
of  the  disorder;  soon,  however,  the  symptoms  are 
suificiently  marked  to  call  for  medical  aid.  I1ien 
slight  tenderness  on  pressure  is  detected  in  the  cecal 
region,  extending  upwards  towards  the  liver  and 
duodenum,  and  downwards  towards  the  pelvis  and' 
pubes ;  the  pulse  is  soft  and  weak,  and  slightly  quick- 
ened;  the  tongue  is  somewhat  coated,  and  more  or 
less  red  at  the  tip  and  edges;  the  skin,  especially  oT 
the  hands,  is  moist,  soft,  porous,  and  indicative  of  a^ 
considerable  degree  of  general  debility;  the  counte- 
nance and  appearance  of  the  lips  and  eyelids,  especially- 
in  females,  is  more  or  less  anmmic ;  the  nervous  system 
is  highly  fariuble,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  is 
increased  on  slight  exertion*  Sometimes  there  is 
more  or  lem  spasmodic  pain  generally  throughout  the 
abdomen,  and  not  unfrequently  the  symptoms  arb 
ascribed  to  an  aggravated  state  of  chronic  dyspepsia  ; 
occasionally  the  stools  are  very  fmtid,  dark,  and  dis- 
agreeable. As  the  inflammatory  action  of  the  intestine 
adrances,  there  is  increased  abdominal  tenderness^ 
and  the  symptoms  then  awume  a  character  produced 
by  a  mixture  of  nervous  and  inflammatory  disturbance* 
The  predisposing  cause  of  the  disease,  Mr.  Storre 
considered  to  be  a  relaxed  and  atooic  state  of  the 
fascuUr  system,  and  a  highly  irritable  state  of  the 
nervous ;  the  exciting  causes,<»torpor  of  the  bowels 
aeybal«»  drastic  purgatives,  and  repeated  erron  of 
diet.  It  may  not  unfrequently  be  connected  witk 
soppressed  or  deficient  menstruation,  suppressed 
hssmorrhoidftl  dtschaiges,  and  tight  lacing.  It  is  weir 
to  examine  the  stools  in  all  cases  of  dyspepsia,  as  the 
oonditioa  above  described  osay  thus  be  detected  when, 
little  suspected.  ^  When  discovered,  all  drastic  pur* 
gatives  are  to  be  avoided.  A  few  leeches,  followed 
by  blisters,  are  advisable,  when  there  is  any  abdominalt 
tenderness,  doe  care  being  taken  to  husband  the 
powera  of  the  patient,  which  are  soon  depressed  in 
this  form  of  disorder.  When  the  inflammatory  action 
is  sufficiently  subdued,  the  tone  of  the  system  is  most 
rapidly  restored  by  a  continued  exhibition  of  the- 
citrate  of  iron,  this  preparation  being  generally  pre- 
ferred by  the  patient.  Bfr.  Storre  strongly  recom- 
mended  hron  in  sobm  form  or  other,  believing  it  to- 
prodoce,  not  only  a  general  and  eonstitiitkmal  effect, 
but  also  some  degree  of  local  power  as  an  astringent*. 
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Smart  doict  of  calomel  and  icammonyj  followed  by 
•castor  oil,  are  useful  when  icybalae  are  luspected ;  in 
«ther  caaei ,  draatic  purgatiires  ahould  be  aroided,  and 
inild  injections  substituted  for  them.  Wben  the 
inflammatory  symptoms  do  nor  yield  to  leeches  and 
'blisters,  the  Linimentam  Uydrargyri  is  useful. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  detailed  sereral  cases  illustrative  of 
the  condition  above  described. 

Miss  W.,  a  delicate  lady,  about  28  years  of  age,  bad 
•suffered  for  a  considerable  time  from  iodigestieo,  pain 
at  the  epigastrinm  after  eatinf,  and  loss  of  appetite, 
and  which  continued  in  spite  of  treatment  After  a 
time  great  tenderness  on  the  right  aide  of  the  abdomen 
'Came  on,  acoompanied  now  and  then  with  severe 
-spasmodic  pain;  the  palse  was  quick  and  soft;  the 
palms  of  the  hands  wet  and  clammy ;  sometimes  very 
liot,  but  more  frequently  cold.  As  the  disease  advanced 
severe  faintiogs  and  hysterical  symptoms  came  on ; 
the  countenance,  from  being  florid,  became  sallow,  and 
the  lips  pale,  and  there  existed  a  high  state  of  irritabi- 
lity and  debility  of  the  whole  system.  On  inspecting 
the  motions  a  large  portion  of  mncus  about  sis  inches 
in  length,  and  still  preserving  the  form  of  the  bowel, 
tltongb  collapsed,  was  detected  ;  the  stools  were  other- 
wise healthy.  Leeches  and  blisters  were  successively 
applied  to  the  tender  portion  of  the  abdomen,  and 
when  the  inflammatory  symptoms  were  sufficiently 
-subdued  by  these  means  and  gentle  aperients,  a  pre- 
paration  of  iron  tras  given  for  s^me  time,  under 
which  the  patient  gradually,  though  slowly,  recovered. 
Several  portions  of  mucus  were  voided,  sufficiently 
consistent  to  retain  the  form  of  the  bowel,  after  the  one 
i^ni  observed,  bat  tltis  discharge  quite  ceaeed  after  the 
*flron  had  been  administered  for  a  short  time.  There 
was  some  degree  of  irregularity  in  menstruation  both 
before  and  daring  the  attack  of  the  disorder. 

llie  other  cases  detailed  were  very  similar  to  the 
one  just  related.  Mr.  Storrs  concluded  his  paper  by 
remarking  on  the  frequency  of  the  disorder,  particu- 
larly in  delicate  femalM  and  amongst  the  poor  and  ill 
fed,  and  reiterated  his  conviction  of  the  value  of  iron 
as  a  reifaedy  in  the  disease.  Though  he  had  had  no 
•opportunity  of  making  any  pott-nwrtem  examinations 
m  this  disease,  he  considered  it  far  from  improbable 
that  many  of  the  disorganizations  of  the  csBCum  and 
^olon,  such  as  ulceration,  thickenings  and  contraction 
of  tunics,  are  referable  to  a  long  continuance  of  the 
•condition  described. 


A  CASE  IN  WHICH  THE  DIPLOMA  OF  THE 
COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  WAS  LATELY 
OBTAINED  UNDER  FALSE  PRETENCES, 
AND  OF  WHICH  THE  PARTY  WAS  DE- 
PRIVED AFTER  A  DUB  INVESnOATION. 


'TAUNTON   AND    SOMSRSBT    BRANCH     OF     TH*    PRO* 
▼INCIAD   MXDICAL   AND  SUROICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  Council  meeting  held  on  Ikuuday,  May  6lh,  1847, 
Resolved,— 
*^  That  a  verbatim  oopy  of  the  whole  ol  the  eorrss* 
rpondenoe  connected  with  James  Dore  Blake's  diploma 


be  forwarded  for  Inserlica  to  the  Editor  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Medical  and  Surgical  Jovrnal.** 

<<  FRANCIS  HENRY  WOODFORDE,  M.D., 

PresidenL 

«« CHARLES  HAYES  HI66INS,  F.R.C.S., 

Honorary  Secretary. 
"Taunton,  May,  1847." 


CORaKSP{>!«DBKCK. 

Taunton,  July  8,  1846. 
Sir,— I  am  instructed  by  the  members  of  the  Taunton 
and    Somerset    Medical    Aasociatiou  to  forward  the 
inclosed  memorial  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  through  yon. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  HAYES  HIGOINS, 

Honorary  Seoietary. 

To  Edmund  Balfour,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Royal 
College  of  Sargeons. 


Taunton,  June  35,  I846L 
To  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of 

Suryeons  of  England. 

Gentlemen,— We,  the  undersigned,  being  Fellows 
and  Members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
England,  residing  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 
Taunton,  and  being  desirous  of  upholding  the  dignity 
and  respectability  of  our  College,  feel  it  our  dnty  to 
draw  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that  a  Mr.  James  Dore 
Blake,  who  nntil  May  iB4o,  and  for  a  period  of  about 
thirteen  years  previously,  was  a  retail  pastry-cook  and 
confectioner  in  that  town,  has  lately  obuined  the 
diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  y  and  to  represent 
to  the  Council,  as  well  the  scsndal  to  our  College  which 
such  a  circumstance  is  calculated  to  produce,  aa  the 
extreme  hardship  to  those  members  of  the  College,  who 
by  the  regulations  of  the  College  have  been  obliged  ts 
go  through  a  lengthened  period  of  regular  study,  and  a 
great  deal  of  expense,  in  order  to  obtain  a  diploma 
which  has  been  granted  to  a  retail  shopkeeper  of  thir- 
teen years*  standing,  aAer  a  period  of  only  one  yestf  of 
alleged  study,  and  at  a  comparatively  trifling  outlay 
q(  money. 

And  we  farther  call  upon  you,  the  President  and 
Council  of  onr  College,  to  prosecute  such  inquiries 
into  the  testimonials  and  certificates  produced  by  Mr. 
James  Dore  Blake,  before  the  Court  of  Examiners,  as 
shall  place  the  matter  in  a  position  satisfactory  to  all 
concerned  in  upholding  the  honor  and  credibility  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  onrseWes, 

Yonr  obedient  servants, 
ROBERT  RUSSEL  S£W£LL,Bridgewater. 
FRANCIS  HENRY  WOODFORDE,  M.R.C.S.E., 

Taunton. 
WM.  M.  KELJLY,  M.RC.S.E.,  Taunton. 
GEORGE  CORDWENT,  M.R.C.S.E.,  TannUtt. 
JOHN  PRANKERD,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Langport. 
H.  W.  RANDOLPH.  M.R.C.S.E.,  Milvertoo. 
HENRY  FOOT  LING,  M.R.C,S.E.,  Stogvmber. 
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CHAKLES    HAYES    HIGGINS,   P.R.C.S.E., 
Taunton. 

CHARLES  HUGO,  M.R.C.S.E. 

JAMES  DYER,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Creech. 

WILLIAM  BEADON,  M.KC.S.E. 

WILLIAM  CATLETT,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E. 

HEKRT  ALFORD,  F.R.C.S.E. 

FRANCIS  WELCH,  F.R.CS.E. 

FRANCIS  FOSTER,  M.RC.S.E. 

HENRY  LIDDON»  M.R.C.S.E. 

JOHN  LIDDON,  F.R.C.S.^  Eng. 

C.  H.  CORNISH,  F.R.C.S.,  Eng.,  Wellington. 

WILLIAM    COLLARD   PYNE,    M.R.C.S.E., 
Wellington. 

W.  C.  PYNE,  Jan.,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Wellington. 

ALBERT  LANGLEY,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng. 

GEORGE  KIDGELL,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Wellington. 


Rojal  College  of  Sorgeons  of  England, 

July,  1846. 
Sir,-»I  bare  laid  before  tbe  Council  of  tbie  College 
the  memorial  enclosed  in  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant, 
signed  by  fire  (fourj*  Fellows,  and  eighteen  other 
Members  of  the  College,  residing  in  the  town  and 
aeighbonrbood  of  Taunton,  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  Coanoil  «to  the  fact,  that  a  Mr.  James  Dore 
Blake,  who  until  May,  1845,  and  for  a  period  of  about 
thirteen  years,  was  a  reuil  pastry-cook  and  confectioner 
in  that  town,  has  lately  obtained  the  diploma  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,"  and  calling  upon  "  the  Council 
to  prosecute  such  enquiries  into  the  testimonials  and 
certificates  produced  by  Mr.  James  Dore  Blake,  before 
the  Court  of  Examiners,  as  shall  place  the  matter  in 
a  position  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  in  upholding 
tba  honor  and  credibility  ot  the  College  of  Surgeons." 
And  I  am  directed  by  the  Council  to  transmit  to 
yon  copies  of  the  sereral  certificates  handed  in  by 
Mr.  Blake,  prior  to  his  admission  to  examination  for 
the  diploma  of  this  College. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obeJient  serrant^ 

EDMUND  BALFOUR,  SecteUry. 

Charles  Hayes  Higgins,  Esq., 
Honorary  Secretary. 

Tavntoo  and  Somerset  Medical  Association* 


ROTAL  COLLIGI   07  SURGBONS  OP  EnGLAKD. 
CERTIFICATES    OP    EDUCATION. 

Preliminary  Education 

**lt  tiie  candidate  begsn  the  study  of  his  profession 

previously  to  his  attendance  on  lectures  or  hospital 

practice,  let  it  be  kete  stated,  and  whether  the  same 

vas  by  an  appreotieeship,  or  in  what  other  manner." 

[PrinUd  Cerl\ficate  filed  up.] 
**  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  J.  D.  Blske  has  been 
anployed  in  the  study  of  medicine  'during  the  last  ten 

*  Tbe  comber  of  Fellows  sppears  to  be  fife,  from  tbe  Hit 
of  sigaatarcs.— [Ed.] 


years,  about  fire  of  which  he  acted  with  me,  and  under 
my  directions,  and  to  my  perfect  and  entire  satisfSKtion. 
"  Dated  2nd  day  of  April,  1845. 

<«  Signed  W.  H.  TROTMAN,  Surgeon,  R.N." 

(See  also  letters  appended.) 


Anatomy  and  Phi^lotogy^ 

*•  This  and  the  following  certificate  are  divkied  into  two- 

.  parts,  as  the  regulations  of  the  College  require,  that 

the  sttendanoe  should  have  been  during  two  distinct 

Anatomical  Sesskmi»  of  six  months  each,  and  com* 

prising  at  least  140  lecUiN%  and  100  demonstrations." 

'*  It  is  hereby  eerttfioed,  that  Mr.  Jno.  Dore  Blake  werj 
diligently  sttended  my  leetnres  on  Anatomy  and  Physi» 
ology,  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  Charlotte  Street^ 
Blooassbary,  from  the  1st  day  of  May,  one  tlumsand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  to  the  1st  day  of  August^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fbrly-five,  and  that  this^ 
course  or  session  included  seventy  lectures. 

*<  Dated  1st  day  of  April»  1846. 

•«  Signed  G.  D.  DERMOTT." 

**  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  Jno.  Dore  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  at  the  school  of  Charlotte  Street,  Bloomsbtiry, 
from  the  1st  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-five,  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-six,  and  that  this  session  included  142 
lectures. 

*'  Dated  1st  day  of  April,  1846. , 

**  Signed  6.  D.  DERMOTT.' 


If 


Demontirations  and  Dittections. 

"  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  Jno.  Dore  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  Anatomical  Demonstrations  at  tha- 
School  of  Medicine,  Charlotte  Street,  Bloomsbury,  from 
the  1st  day  of  Msy,  one  thpusand  eight  hundred  and' 
forty-five,  to  the  1st  dsy  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fbrty.five ;  that  this  session  included  fifty 
demonstrations,  and  that  he  diligently  dissected  during 
the  same  period. 

«  Dated  1st  day  of  April,  1816. 

«  Signed  G.  D.  DERMOTT.* 

'*  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  Jno.  Dore  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  Anatomical  Demonstrations  ati 
the  School  of  Medicine,  Chariotto  Street,  Bloonssbory,: 
from  the  1st  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundredi 
and  Ibrty-five,  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty  •six;  that  thu  sesaion  included^ 
upwards  of  100  demonstrations,  and  that  be  diligently 
dissected  daring  the  same  period. 

"Dated  1st  April,  1846. 

<«  Signed  6.  D.  DERMOTT." 


Surgery. 

'*  This  certificate  aUo  is  divided  into  two  parts,  as  the- 
regulstions  of  the  College  require  that  the  attendsnce 
on  surgical  lectures  should  have  been  during  two- 
distinct  periods  or  seasons,  each  comprising  not  less- 
than  sixty  lectures. 

**  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  Jno.  Dore  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  lectures  on  Sufgery  at  the  School*, 
of  Medicine,  Bloomsbury,  from  the  Ist  day  of  May,  one- 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five^  to  the  lit  day  oU 
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Aofotk,  one  tbootand  «ight  hundred  and  fotty-fire;  and 
that  this  coane  iocluded  forty  lecturef. 
«  Dated  lit  day  of  April,  1816. 

"  Signed  G.  D.  DERMOTT/' 

''Mr.  J.  D.  Blake  also  Teiy  sktlfolly  performed  many 
of  the  capital  sargieal  operations  on  the  dead  body  under 
my  loperintendanee.*' 

'*  It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  Jno.  D.  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  lectures  on  Sorgerys  at  Ibe  School 
of  Medicine,  Bloomsbury,  from  the  1st  day  of  October, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  to  the  1st 
diy  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eix ;   and  that  this  Seesioa  Inelnded  eighty  lectures. 

«  Dated  1st  day  of  April,  1846. 

"Signed,  G.  D.DERHQJT." 


4( 


Practice  of  Medicine 
Required  to  occupy  a  period  of  six  months,  and  to 

comprise  not  less  than  sixty  lectures." 
**  It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  J.  D.  Blake  very 
diligently  attended  my  lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine, 
M  the  School  of  Medicine,  Charlotte  Street,  from  the  first 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  forty- 
fire,  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty  six ;  and  that  this  course  included  100 
lectures. 

"  Dated  Ist  day  of  April.  1846. 

"Signed.  J.  C.  B.  ALDIS,  M.D." 


Chemietiy 
''Required  to  occupy  a  period  of  six  moothi,  aad  to 
comprise  not  leas  than  sixty  lectures.^* 

*'It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  James  D.  Blake 
attended  my  lectures  on  Chemistry,  at  the  School  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  Chariotte  Street,  from  the  first 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  furty- 
'five,  to  the  fint  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
tind  forty-six ;  and  that  this  course  included  sixty  lectures. 

"  Dated  1st  day  of  April,  1846. 

Signed,  JOHN  BY  AN."' 


t«< 


«< 


Midwifery 
Required  to  occupy  a  period  of  six  montlu,  and  to 

comprise  not  less  than  sixty  lectures.** 
''  It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  James  D.  Blake,  attended 
ny  lectures  oo  Midwifery,  at  the  School  of  Midwifery, 
Russel  Place,  from  tlie  first  day  of  May,  one  tboosaod 
•eight  hundred  aod  forty-five,  to  the  last  day  of  Deeeeiber, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ferCy-Ave;  thai  iIrs 
'Course  included  upwards  of  one  hundred  ieeturee^  and 
that  he  bee  attended  aeveral  midwifery  cases  under  my 
direction. 
*'  Dated  13th  day  of  February,  1846. 

"  Signed,  J.  H.  DAVIS.*' 

Bolany 
*"  Required  to  occupy  a  period  of  three  montbsi  md  U 
comprise  not  less  than  tiiirty  lectures." 
'<It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  J*   D.   Blake  has 
diligently  attended  my  lectures  on  Botany  at  the  School 
of  Medicine,  Charlotte  Street,  from  the  fifth  day  of  May, 
•one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-fire,  to  the  24th 
•day  of  July,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  foriy-five ; 
•and  that  this  attendance  included  thirty  lectures, 
**  Dated  29th  day  of  July,  1 846.      " 

"Signed  B.  CLARKE.** 


Materia  Medica 

''Required  lo  oceupya  period  of  three  months,  and  to 
comprise  not  less  than  thirty  lectures.*' 

"It  is  hereby  certified  that  Mr.  James  Dure  Blake, 
attended  my  lectures  on  Materia  Medica,  at  the  School  of 
Medicine,  Charlotte  Street,  Bloomsbury,  from  the  2od 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
snd  forty-six;  and  that  this  course  iocluded  eighty 
lectures. 

"Dated  1st  day  of  April,  1815-46. 

"  Signed  GEO.  SMITH,  M.D/' 


Hoipiial  Sarginal  Practice, 
"This  certificate  is  divided  into  two  parts,  in  case  the 
attendance  ehould  have  been  at  more  than   one 
Hospital,  or  at  the  same  Hospiialt  but  not  during 
consecutive  periods." 

"  We  hereby  cmiify  dial  Mr.  James  D.  Blake  atteaded 
(he  Surgical  pniotiee  of  Uoirersiiy  College  Hoepital 
from  the  1st  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-five,  to  the  1st  day  of  May,  one  thouaand 
eight  hundred  and  forty  six." 

"  Dated  Lsl  day  of  May,  1846. 

"  Signed,  ROBERT  LISTON. 
"W.Long."  "R.QUAIN, 

"Surgeons  to  the  Hospital." 


Certificate  of  Age. 
**  In  the  event  of  much  difficulty  or  expense  ia  obiainiog 
the  certificate  of  age  ou  this  sheet,  it  may  be  pro- 
cured separately  and  appended  thereto." 


« 


Z>eclara/tofi. 

This  declaration  to  be  signed  by  the  candidate  at  the 
Collie,  in  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  or  other 
oflloers." 

**  I,  Jamae  Dore  Blake,  candidate  for  the  diploma  of 
the  College  of  Surgeoea  of  Esgland,  ^  hereby  solemnly 
aod  sincerely  declare,  that  I  am  twenty  .two  years  of  age  ;«— 
that  I  have  been  engaged  during  five  years  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  professional  knowledge ;— that  I  have  regulalry 
attended  the  hospital  practice,  and  the  several  courses  of 
lectures  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  College ;«— and 
that  the  foregoing  certificates  are  in  every  respect  comet 
and  tme* 

*' JAMES  DORE  BLARE. 

«  Dated  this  4th  day  of  B&ay,  1846. 
<<  Witness  H.  P.  Gregg.' 


n 


<' Taunton,  Feb.  20, 184^. 
^  I  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  James  D.  Blake,  of  Tauntoa» 
waa  bom  in  Baliabury»  on  the  ISih  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  five. 

•«  JAMES  BLAKE." 


Memoranda  of  additional  Certificates^  produced  in 
testimony  of  an  extended  Professional  Education. 

« I  certify  that  Mr.  James  Dore  Blake  has  ekilfuliy 
performed  many  of  the  principal  surgical  operationa 


TAUNTON  AND  SOMERSET  BRANCH  ASSOCIATION. 


27^ 


durii^  the  iMiioii  lut  put»  aii4  terminadog  (his  present 
Booth, 
'*  School  of  Medicine,  Bloonaburjr, 
"April  29,  1846. 

••  G.  D.  DERMOTT." 

{Schfiuie  Qccari&ag  to  the  regulati<m$  of  March,  1835.] 
"Edm.  Balfoor,  Sec. 

College  of  Surgeons,  2ad  Jane,  1846. 


•< 


Privuie  Certificates  in  the  form  of  Lettert,  forwarded 
from  the  College  of  Suryeone* 

(Copy.) 
*'l  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  J.  D.  Blake  has  been 
employed  in  study  and  practice  of  medicine  daring  the 
last  ten  yean,  about  fire  of  which  he  acted  with  me 
and  under  my  direction,  and  to  my  perfect  and  entire 
satisfaction. 

«  W.  H.  TROTMAN»  Saigeon,  RJ^. 

"*  Bristol,  2dd  Aprils  1845." 

(Copy.) 

'*  Oakhiils,  Taunton,  Somerset, 

"  April  20lb,  1845. 
"This  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  James  D.  Blake  has  for 
many  years  to  my  knowledge  been  studying  medkioe  as 
an  aanteor,  and  for  several  years  past  in  the  profession 
at  an  assistant  and  practitioner. 

«*  HENRY  SULLY.  M.D.  to  his 

Msjesty the Kingof  Hanorer.*' 

(Copy.) 
"Thia  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  J.  D.  Blake,  of  Taunton, 
Somerset,  has  been  for  many  years  a  student  of  medi- 
doe  and  surgery,  for  which  he  has  a  rare  natural 
aptitode ;  that  he  was  for  some  years  under  the  direction 
and  BDperinlendenee  of  a  qualified  practitioner ;  and 
moreorer  that  he  has  been  actnally  pursuing  the  practice 
of  meificine  for  several  yean  past 

*'  C.  D.  J.  LOWDER,  M.D., 
Physician  to  the  Bailbrook  Lunatto  Asylum. 
**  Sion  liodge,  Bath,  December  3, 1848." 

(Copy,) 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  that  I  have  known 
Mr.  J.  D.  Blake  for  several  years,  during  which  time  be 
has  beias  stadying  medicine,  and  pnetising  Iho  same. 

"  I  consider  him  to  have  a  pecuUar  aptitude  for  this 
Ittandi  of  science,  and  I  should  pnt  myself  under  hb 
care,  (and  indeed  have  consulted  him«)  with  the  greatest 

confidence. 

"J.W.  WELLESLEY. 
«  Sheffield,  November  13, 1845/' 

(Onpy.) 

"I  hereby  certiiy  that  Mr.  James  Don  BUke  has  nn- 
ceasingly  and  moet  diligently  attended  my  leeturea  daring 
Ibe  snuner  of  18459  eomncMing  on  the  1st  day  of 
May  last,  and  terminating  in  tbt  latter  md  of  the  July 
following. 

.'*That  he  has  also  very  diligently  dissected  during  the 
above  period,  and  performed  under  my  superintendence, 
wmuf  of  the  capital  surgical  openttons* 

•*  That  he  is  also  attending  with  the  Mrictest  dilSgenee 
and  regularity,  the  present  winter  oonrses  now  delivered 
at  Che  Charlotte  Street  School  of  Medicine, 

"6.D.DERM0TT. 
Feb.  9tb,  1846,  Bedfoid  Squut." 


<f 


(Copy.) 
"  This  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  James  Dora  Blake  ha» 
been  in  very  regular  attendance  on  tbe  Hospital-practice 
and  Clinical  Lectures  at  the  Institution,  since  May,  1845. 
"  RICHARD  QUAIN,  M.D., 
*•  Hooie  Physician. 

"  University  College  HospitaU 
"  Feb.  7th,  1$46.'» 

(Copy.) 
«« University  College.  6th  Feb.,  1846. 
"  I  cerUfy  that  Mr.  J.  Dore  Blake,   has  been  a 
diligent  attendant  at  the  Hospital  during  the  time  he  haa 
been  a^palpil  of  the  Hospital. 

||R.  QUAIN." 

Mkmorial  Second. 

To  the  PreeldeiU  and  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England. 

Genflemen, — Some  time  since,  a  memorial  signed 
by  four  Fellows  and  nineteen  other  Me^mbers  of  the 
College  of  Snigeons  was  presented  to  yon,  touching  the 
diploma  of  a  Mr.  James  Dore  Blake,  for  many  years 
and  until  May,  1845,  a  retail  shopkeeper,  &c.,  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Tannton,  Somerset.  la 
reply  to  this  memorial  you  were  pleased  to  transmit 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  College,  authentio  copiea 
of  the  testimonials  and  certificates^  in  consideration  of 
which  Mr.  Blake  was  admitted  to  an  examination,  and 
subsequently  obtained  from  yon  a  diploma. 

Having  given  these  testimonials  and  certificates  full 
consideration  and  a  careful  examination,  we,  your 
memorialists,  beg  to  submit,  that  in  three  particulars 
they  are  at  variance  with  tbe  regulations  and  require- 
ments laid  down  by  the  College  authorities  for  the 
obsersianoe  of  candidates  of  Mr.  Blake*s  (supposed) 
standing;  and  we  beg  respectfully  to  call  your 
attention  to  this  circumstance,  believing  as  we  do  that 
it  is  calculated  to  throw  great  discredit  upon  our  own 
diplomas,  and  to  prejudice  the  respectability  of  our 
College. 

By  tbe  regulations  of  the  Council  respecting  the 
professional  education  of  candidatea  for  the  diploma, 
dated  March  14th,  1835,  candidates  are  required  *'  to 
bring  proof,"  amongst  other  matters,  of  having  beeik 
engaged  five  years  in  the  acquirement  of  professional 
knowledge ;  of  having  studied  anatomy  and  physiology 
by  attendanoe  on  lectures  and  demonstrations,  and  by 
dissections,  during  two  mnaUmdcal  seasons,* 

It  ie  moreover  atatedi  that  "  oerttficates  will  not  be 
reoelvod  on  more  than  two  branehea  of  sdence,  from 
one  and  the  aameleetnrer;  bvt  aiiatomy  and  physiology^ 
demonatratlons  and  dfaaeottonay  materia  medioa  and 
botany^  will  be  repeotively  oonsldered  as  one  branch 
of  OBieaooJ* 

Now,  upon  referring  to  Mr.  Blake's  eeitiftcates,  we 
find  the  following  points  upon  which  the  regulatione 
of  the  College  appear  to  have  been  avoided  or 
negleeted  :— 

And  firsti  aa  to  certificates  of  the  period  or  duration 
of  professional  education,  we  can  discover  only  certain 
ibese'letters  firom  various  peraons,  referring  to  a  period 

*  An  anatomical  season  Is  understood  to  eHend/rom 
Octsber  fa  Jpril  imlusHm^  and  ta  eemprim  as  leasi  liO  leetmres 
en  AnaHm$  and  Fhifsi9io$nf^  and^  leasi  100  dtmmuireiisnsg 
^•,cxclQsive  of  distections,  of  vhlch. disliact  ccnificatcf 
arereqoiicd. 
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of  ftbont  ten  yvart;  whereas  the  College  enthorities 
veqaire  that  it  ahoald  be  stated  **  whether"  auoh  pro- 
fessional  edncation  "was  bjf  an  apprenticnhip^  or  in 
4Phat  other  manner,'*  And  on  this  point  we  beg 
farther  again  to  draw  jour  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
from  the  year  1830,  to  the  Ist  of  May,  1845,  Mr. 
Blake  was  actively  engaged  as  a  retail  tradesman,  his 
-career  daring  that  time  having  been  as  follows :— - 

From  1830,  or  thereaboats,  until  December,  1839, 
Mr.  Blake  was  personally  engaged  as  a  retail  pastry* 
cook.  In  the  town  of  Taonton.  At  that  date  he 
«mbarked  in  co-partnership  with  a  Mr.  Richards)  of 
the  same  town,  in  an  iron  foundry,  taking  an  active 
share  in  his  new  business.  From  Mr.  Richards  Mr. 
Blake  separated,  somewhere  about  March,  1841,  when 
he  opened  a  pastry-cook's  shop  in  the  city  of  Bristol, 
where  he  remained  until  September,  1843,  combining 
with  the  duties  of  his  shop  the  study  of  homceopalhy, 
under  a  Mr.  Trotman,  an  homcsopathic  practitioner 
in  that  city,  and  from  whom  a  certificate  was  received 
at  the  College,  as  proof  of  Mr.  Blake's  professional 
education.  From  September,  1842,  to  December, 
1843,  Mr.  Blake  was  occupied  in  smelting  iron  ore 
for  Sir  Thomas  Lethbridge,  residing  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Taunton.  And  finally,  in  December, 
1843,  or  January,  1844,  he  returned  to  Taunton, 
having  purchased  the  business  of  a  Mr.  Hitchcock,  a 
retail  pastry-cook,  and  in  which  business  he  was  con- 
stantly and  personally  engaged,  until  May,  1845, 
combining,  as  at  Bristol,  with  tb6  duties  of  his  shop, 
the  study  and  practice  of  homoeopathy.    In   May, 

1845,  he  removed  to  London,  and  on  the  8th  of  May, 

1846,  he  obtained  his  diploma,  and  is  now  a  professed 
homoeopathic  practitioner  at  Taunton. 

In  the  second  place  we  find  that  instead  of  two 
anatomical  seasons,  each  extending  "  from  October 
to  April,  inclusive,"  and  comprising  at  least  140 
lectures,  100  demonstrations,  &o.  &c.  Mr.  Blake's 
certificates  only  shew  attendance  on  the  required 
studies  during  one  winter  season,  of  140  lectures,  and 
one  summer  season  of  three  months^  comprehending 
only  70  lectures,  on  anatomy  and  physiology ;  and  one 
winter  season  of  demonstrations,  of  100  demonstra- 
tions; and  one  summer  ditto,  of  50  demonstrations. 

And  lastly,  we  find  that  Mr.  Blake  has  been  permitted 
to  hand  in  certificates  of  lectures  on  thrse  disUncl 
branches  of  science,  delivered  by  one  and  the  same 
person,  viz.,  on  anatomy  and  physiology,— on  de- 
monstrations and  dissections^  and  on  surgery. 

Having  pointed  out  these  circumstances,  we  beg  to 
commit  the  matter  into  your  hands,  trusting  that  yon 
will  cause  suoh  inquiries  to  be  instituted,  as  in  the 
words  of  our  former  memorial, "  shall  plaee  the  matter 
in  a  position  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  in  upholding 
the  honour  and  credibility  of  the  College  of  Surgeons." 

Signed  by  desire  and  on  behalf  of  the  former 
Memorialists  and  of  the  Members  generally  of  the 
Taunton  and  Somerset  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

FRANCIS  HENRY  WOODFORDE, 

M.D.,  M.R,C.S.,  President, 

CHARLES  HAYES  HrGGINS,  F.R.C.S.B.,. 

Honorary  Secretary. 

TanntoD,  NoTember  13tb,  1846; 


No  reply  having  been  received  to  the  second  memo- 
rial, the  following  letter  was  addressed  lo  the  authoritie* 
of  the  college : — 

To  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Soyal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  England, 

Gentlemen, — >We  are  instructed  by  the  memlien 
of  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  their  memorial  bearing  date  November  IStb, 
1846,  and  referring  to  the  diploma  of  a  Mr.' James 
Dore  Blake,  until  very  lately  a  retail  shopkeeper, 
and  now  an  homosopathic  practitioner  in  the  town  ol 
Taunton. 

And  w«  are  farther  directed  to  enquire  whether  an  j, 
and  what  answer  may  be  expected  to  the  aboro 
memorial. 

Signed,  FRANCIS  HENRY  WOODFORDE, 

M.D.,  &c,  Prasident, 
CHARLES  HAYES  HIGGINS,  F.R.C.S.E., 

Honorary  Secretary. 

Taunton,  December  15th,  1846. 


To  P.  H  Wood/orde,  M.D.,  and  C,  H,  Higgins,  Esq, 

Gentlemen, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  15ih 
instant,  relating  to  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  tho 
diploma  granted  to  Mr.  James  Dore  Blake,  and 
inquiring  whether  any  and  what  answer  may  ba 
expected  to  that  memorial. 

1  beg  to  Inform  yon,  that  the  earliest  opporfunitj 
was  taken  of  laying  that  memorial  before  the  Council, 
who  are  now  engaged  in  the  consideration    of  the 
snl^aot,  regarding  it  as  one  of  great  importance,  and 
requiring  full  investigation,  which  they  are  determined 
to  follow  up  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 
Gentlemen, 
Yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LAWRENCE. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 

Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 


Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England, 
29th  April,  1847. 

Sir,— By  direction  of  the  Council  of  this  College,  I 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  resolutions  of  the  Connei! , 
on  the  27th  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 
Yonr  mdst  obcNtfent  leirvant, 
EDMUND  BALFOUR,  Seoretwy. 
Br.  WoodfoFde, 
President  of  the  Taanfeo  and -Somefvet  Bcaneh  of  tho 
Proff ndal  Medieal  and  Sorgicftl  AsMtlatioii. 

At  an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  on  Tuesday, 
the  27th  of  April,  1847, 

Resolved— 
That   the  following  resolution  of   the  19th  of  April 
instant  be  confirmed. 

''That  it  appears  to  the  Council  that  Mr.  James 
Dore  Blake  obtained  his  ezamlnfttion  and  letters 
testimonial  by  false  statemeots  and  imposition,  and 


ABUSE  OP  THE  OFHCE  OF  CORONER. 


27r 


tbe  Council  doei  therefore  recall  sneh  letten  tettlmotiial, 
ftBd  hereby  declares  the  same  to  be  void." 

Resolfed— 
**  That  Mr,  Blake  be  requested  to  retom  the  diploma 
granted  to  hSm»  he  haviof  ceased  to  be  a  member 
of  thia  CoUege.** 

EDMUND  BALFOUR,  Secietarj. 


CORONER'S  INQUEST:  ABUSE  OF  THE 
OFFICE  OF  CORONER. 

TO  TBB  BDITOR  OF  THE   PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL   AND 

8UR0ICAL   JOURNAL. 

Sib, 

I  sboRld  feel  obliged  if  yon  woald  gite  the  amMxed 
aeconmof  anioquest,  a  place  in  the  Fravbtciai  Medieal 
iuuL  Surgical  JaumaJ,  The  coroner  was  several  times 
requested  to  summon  the  medical  atlaadaiit,  aa  the 
jury  could  not  determine  what  verdict  they  should 
retam ;  but  he  refused  doing  so,  alleging  as  his  reason, 
**  that  the  magistrates  at  Pontefract  sessions  had  com- 
plained of  the  enormous  amount  of  money  expended 
in  fees  to  medical  witnesses." 

Mr.  John  Barber,  aged  73,  cut  his  throat,  at  half 
past  three  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  March 
lasL  He  went  to  bed  the  previous  night  apparently 
In  his  usual  state  of  health ;  his  honselteeper  had  noticed 
nothiiig  unusual  in  his  manner.  She  was  awoke  early 
in  the  morning  by  the  noise  of  his  falling  upon  the 
hearth  i  he  had  got  out  of  bed,  and  cut  his  throat  with 
ft  razor,  whilst  sitting  in  a  chair,  the  chamber-pot, 
into  which  he  had  bled,  containing,  I  should  say, 
abont  four  pints  of  blood .  She  aroused  the  neighbours ; 
1  was  aent  for,  and  immediately  attended.  There  was 
very  little  hsmocrhsge  after  my  arrival.  I  dressed 
the  wound,  and  with  the  administration  of  stimuli  and 
proper  nourishment,  he  rallied  for  a  few  days,  but 
soon  again  fell  into  a  state  of  collapse,  which  terminated 
fttally  on  the  8th  of  April  He  thus  survived  the 
deed  rather  more  than  a  fortnight 

The  coroner,  Mr.  Wood,  of  York,  was  apprised  of 
the  circumstance,  and  an  inquest  was  held  on  Saturday, 
the  iOth  of  Aprili  before  Mr«  Robinson,  the  deputy 
coroner.  I  attended,  expecting  that  my  evidence 
voold  have  been  not  only  necessary,  but  essentia), 
ia  enabling  the  jury  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  as 
to  the  atate  of  mind  in  which  the  deceased  was  prior 
to,  and  at  the  lime  lie  committed,  the  act;  but  judge 
mj  sBf|wiae,  when  the  coroner  announced  to  me,  even 
bakm  a  single  witnese  was  examined,  that  he  could 
soft  grant  ne  a  aummons,  for  the  reason  before- 
jaentioned.  It  was  very  evident,  to  all  the  jary,  as 
wwD  aa  %d  myaelf,  that  the  eofoner  had  oome  determined 
BOk  to  allow  tho  evideaoo  of  a  medical  witaeis;  for 
attbong^  the  jary  several  limea  expressed  a  wish  that 
Iha  sargeon  who  had  attended  the  deoeased  should 
ho  examlaed,  he  remariced  they  would  be  compelled  to 
do  wtthoat  him.  He  said  they  might  ask  him  any 
qaoadoay  hat  be  could  not  allow  him  a  fee;  mod  as  I 
<ttd  not  Ml  disposed  to  give  my  ^fessional  attendance 
fimtailrHuly  ia  ioeh  a  case,  I  left  fhe  room. 

The  only  witnesses  examined  were  his  hoosekeeper 
aid  twa  of  fhe  Beighbooxv.    The  jary  wero  for  fome 


time  divided  in  opinion,  as  to  what  verdict  they  should 
return;  some  maintaining  there  was  no  evidence  of  a 
deranged  state  of  mind  previously  to  his  committing  tho- 
deed,  and  others  taking  a  more  lenient  and  charitablo 
view  of  the  case,  deeming  the  fact  of  a  man  committing 
snicide  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  insanity.  Agaii> 
medical  testimony  was  solicited  by  the  jury,  and  agaia 
refused  by  the  coroner;  when  a  verdict  was  at  last 
extorted  from  them  of  **  temporary  insanity."  I  say 
txtoHedt  for  I  am  given  to  understand  that  many  of 
them  very  ungraciously  acceded  to  it,  and  have  ex- 
pressed  themselves  as  being  much  dissatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  the  coroner. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  what  is  the  duty  of 
the  coroner?  So  far  as  I  can  learn,  it  extends  to  aa 
examination  of  the  circamstances  oonnected  wi.th  any 
case  of  soddeo  death,  or  death  firom  violence ;  and  ho 
is  to  make thia  inquiry  with  the  aid  of  a  jury,  summoned 
by  him  for  the  purpose.  This  jury  are  sworn ''  diligently 
to  inquire,  and  true  presentment  make,"  how  and  ia 
what  manner  the  deceased  came  to  his  death ;  and  what 
is  more  natural  than,  that  a  jury,  wishing  to  discharge 
their  important  duties  conscientiously,  should  wish  to 
have  all  the  assistance  they  can  obtain,  by  the  examina- 
tion of  such  witnesses  as  tbey  may  deem  essential 
to  a  tvXl  elucidation  of  all  the  facts  liearing  upon  \h» 
case. 

The  principal  points  to  be  determined  in  thia 
instance  were — 1st,  was  the  wound  inflicted  liy  himself 
or  some  other  person  f  Sndly,  if  inflicted  by  himself, 
what  was  the  state  of  mind  in  which  he  was  at  the 
time,  and  the  previous  state  of  health  in  which  he  had 
been?  and  lastly,  did  death  ensue  from  the  effects  of 
the  wound,  or  did  the  loss  of  blood  tend  to  aggravate 
any  disease  previously  existing  t  and  all  these  im. 
portent  questions  were  determined  without  the  evidence 
of  a  medical  witness. 

If  such  be  the  mode  in  which  inquests  are  to  be 
conducted,  the  sooner  the  farce  is  given  up  the  1>etter. 
Such  proceedings,  instead  of  rendering  the  coroner's 
court,  as  it  oaght  to  be,  one  of  solemn  inquiry  and 
investigation,  only  tend  to  make  their  assembly  a 
matter  of  form,  and  their  verdict  a  nullity. 

I  am,  8ir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  STEAD,  Surgeon, 

Harrogate,  April  15, 1847. 


ON  FROHTLACTIC  REMEDIES. 

TO  THB  EDITOR  OV  THX  PROVINCIAL  IfSDiOAL  AND 

BUaaiCAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 
During  the  prevalence  of  typhus  indaced  by  the 
diatvsss  at  present  existing  amongat  the  poor,  it  becomea 
an  in]^itant  qnestlea,  whether,  by  any  means  other 
than  the  ordinary  precantions,  we  can  lessen  liability 
to  eontagion  I  The  martyrdom  of  numbers  of  oar  own 
and  of  the  clerical  piofossloa  in  Ireland,  and  tho 
extreme  mortality-  amongst  reHoftng  officers  in  soma- 
parts  of  this  eoaatry— Liverpool  for  example— invest 
tl|e  queition  with  moro  thaa  otual  iateieirt»   Wltli 
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INHALATION  OF  ATHER. 


respect  to  oontagloas  fever,  I  think  we  mey  MswDe 
that  the  generelitj  are  nov  homoral  pathologists. 
Can  we  so  alter  the  condiUoD  of  the  blood  artifidally 
and  safelj  as  to  diminish  its  proneness  to  take  on  the 
ferer  ohanget  Animal  poisons,— the  only  admissible 
one  being  raccine  Tinis, — alkalies,  acids,  quinine, 
eteel,  and  mercury,  are  the  principal  and  best-known 
remedies  which  modify  the  state  of  the  blood  for  the 
time  being. 

On  the  employment  of  these  for  the  purposes  referred 
to,  I  have  facts  only  with  respect  to  iron  and  mercury. 
They  are  insufficient  also  to  establish  anything  con- 
clusive concerning  the  febrifuge  powers  of  these,  but 
they  may  prove  soggestive  to  persons  whose  oppor. 
tunities  exceed  my  own.  From  December  last  to  the 
present  time,  fbver  of  an  nnnsnally  falal  type  has 
occurred  under  my  notice.  Instsnces  or  direct  contagion 
have  been  numerous.  It  hss  happened  that  patients 
taking  steel,  and  others  under  the  constitutional 
influence  of  mercury,  have  in  no  instancebeen  affected. 
Since  observing  this,  steel  has  been  given  to  some 
with  the  intention  of  testing  the  view  entertained.  So 
far  nothing  has  occurred  to  decide  the  question  in  the 
negative. 

I  attach  little  importance  to  the  facts,  they  are  too 
few  to  be  deemed  more  than  coincidences;  but  this 
cursory  note  may  possibly  serve  to  direct  attention  to  a 
very  grave  and  interesting  subject. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  UADCLYFFE  HALL,  M.D. 

Holmes  Chapel,  Cheshire. 
April  30th,  1847. 


INHALATION  OF  iiETHER  IN  TRAUMATIC 
TETANUS:  RECOVERY. 

[We  quote  the  following  case  as  reported  in  the  Derby 
Mercury,  by  Mr.  C.  A«  Hswkesworth,  Surgeon,  Burton* 
on-Trent.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Hawkesworlh 
did  not  select  some  medical  periodical  as  the  medium 
of  recording  a  case,  which  he  states  to  be  '^the  first  of 
the  kiiid  within  his  knowledge."] 

Charles  White,  about  12  years  of  age,  resident  in 
Stapenhill,  near  Burton-on-Trent,  whilst  in  the  act  of 
chopping  wood,  struck  the  back  part  of  his  bead  with 
the  hoolc  he  was  using,  and  inflicted  a  very  slight  wound 
upon  the  scalp.  For  some  days  nothing  occurred  to 
attract  notice,  when,  suddenly,  symptoms  of  loctc-jaw 
came  on,  with  that  peculiar  and  painftil  ezpvassioo  of  the 
countenance  so  characteristic  of  this  complaint;  as  also 
with  rigid  spasms  of  the  musdes  of  the  back  and  legs ; 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  poor  fellow  might  be  truly  said 
to  rest  upon  the  bsck  of  his  head  and  heels.  The  usual 
remedies  were  tried  without  eflbct,  until  at  last  I  deter- 
mined upon  giving  the  sulphuric  aether  a  trial.  I  did  so 
noder  the  able  guidance  of  my  friend  Mr.  Murphy, 
dentist,  Derby,  whose  well  known  skill  and  experience  in 
the  exhibition  of  the  remedy  render  him  fully  qualified 
to  use  it,  and  in  the  presence  of  two  friends  who  were 
kind  enough  to  lend  their  assistance. 
^  The  narcotic  effect  was  soon  induced ;   in  a  few 


minutes  the  jaw  Ml,  and  the  whole  body  aasumed  a 
relaxed  and  passive  condition,  so  that  the  lUnbs  could  be 
moved  about  with  the  greatest  esse.  Now  arose  a 
moment  of  anidety.  As  the  bay  reeovers  from  t  he  effects 
of  the  seiher,  and  with  retutned  sensibility,  will  the 
spasm  and  rigidity  of  mosdes  vstum  ? 

For  some  time  he  remained  quiet,  and  talked  freely 
to  those  around  hire,  and  drank  a  little  water.  Gradually 
however,  in  the  coarse  of  an  hoar,  the  spasm  and  rigidity 
returned;  bat  certainly  not  so  violently  as  before. 
Reeonrss  wu  had  a  second  time  to  the  aether  with  good 
effect,  and  flaring  every  sncoessive  appUcatton,  the  patient 
became  more  relieved. 

The  boy  is  now  well,  and  I  think  right  to  state,  that, 
after  the  ffcst  trial  of  the  aether,  his  medicine  consisted 
merely  of  an  oecuional  aperient,  which  wu  not  so  much 
required  as  before  the  aether  wu  used. 


INHALATION  OF  iGTHER  IN  SPASMODIC 

ASTHMA. 

to  thr  bditor  of  the  provincial  medical  awi 

8vroi0al  journal. 
Sir, 

As  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  aether  being  need  in  the 

treatment  of  asthms,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  used  it 

in  one  case  with  the  most  perfect  and  instant  success. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  CANTRELL. 
Wirksworth,  May  7, 1847. 


THE  REGISTRATION   BILL. 

to  tbe  bditor  of  trb  provincial  mbdical  akb 
surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  but  express  my  astonishment  and  regret  on 
reading  the  resolutions  published  in  the  public  papers 
by  the  Council  of  the  National  InUUuU  of  Medicme, 
against  the  provisions  of  Mr.  Wakley's  Medical  Sepft-^ 
tration  Bill ;  and  for  the  following  reasons  :•— 

1st.  The  National  Institute  has  invited  every  legally- 
quajified  medical  practitioner,  however  humble  his 
qaalificalion  may  be,  to  join  that  National  Association, 
with  the  guarantee  of  being  admitted  to  the  fall  privi- 
leges  of  that  class  of  practitioners,  whenever  they  obtaia 
their  expected  Charter. 

2nd.  By  such  a  procedure,  they  have,  nomiflally, 
given  a  legal  guarantee  to  praelite,  to  those  practitionen 
who  do  not  pouest  the  License  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company. 

3rd.  On  the  face  of  their  former  proceedings,  this 
apparent  generosity  to  their  pseudo-legalised  brethren 
was  hailed  as  an  omen  of  that  good  feeling  in  the  pro- 
fession  which  it  has#o  long  needed;  and  in  that  way 
has  increased  their  numbers  and  influence. 

4th.  The  Council  now  come  forward  and  say  Mr. 
Wakley'a  Bill  **  would  permit  peretme  pouemng  a  amgU 
gudt^iealianf  to  practiee  the  three  branehee  of  tha  p/tofee- 
mon"  notwithstanding  they  have  already  reyhtered 
tuck  pertans  in  their  list. 

5tb.  The  Council  intimate  that  Mr.  Wakley's  BiU 
**  would  give  incredeed  facilities  for  practising  medicine  ta 
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4he  ehemitU  and  druggttitf"  when  on  the  face  of  ihe  Bill 

^verj  pMtlble  means  has  be«n  Uken  to  prevent  snch 

umjuU  and  iilegal  inUrfnence. 

6th.    At  the  CoonoU  of  the  National    Inttitato 

know,   as  veil  aa  I  do,  that  the  provisions  in  Mr. 

Waklej'a  Bill  are  jnst  what  the  profession  have  a  wisli 

«nd  a  right  to  reqnire  and  demand—-!. «.,  a  legal recogni- 

lion  to  practise  according  to  the  value  of  their  degrees 

^biaieied  &y  examiHoHoH  after  regular  study ;  and  ^  that  the 

wtere  eertifieale  of  the  Registrar  woald  fiof  constitnte  the 

only  title  to  practise,"  and  a  readjr  mode  of  securiDg 

those  legal  privileges  they  have  obtained ;  preventing 

ihe  lives  of  Her  Majesty's  snb^ecta  being  tampered 

with  by  a  host  of  ignorant  qnaohs,  they  (the  Coancil 

of  Ihe  Institute,)  cannot  any  longer  expect  the  sap- 

port  of  those  medical  praetitionere  who  think  rightly 

on  the  subject. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

£.  J.  SHEARMAN,  M.D. 

Rotfaerham,  llth  May,  1847. 

fiAtHital  ixtuniqtnn. 


DEPUTATIONS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  GRET. 
A  Deputation  from  the  Council  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  con- 
sisting  of  Mr.  Pennington,  (President,)  Mr.  Thomas 
Martin,  of  Reigate,  and  Mr.  Clifton,  (Vice  Presidente,) 
Mr.  Poller,  Mr.  Bird,  Mr.  Ancell,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr. 
Bamett,  and  Mr.  Ross,  (Secretary,)  had  an  interview 
on  Saturday,  the  8ih  instant,  with  Sir  George  Grey,  at 
the  Home  Office,  ou  the  subject  of  Medical  Reform. 


Deputations  from  the  Royal  College  of  Phjaicians, 
Ihe  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries,  have  also  been  received  by  the  Right 
Honourable  Baronet,  at  the  Home  Office. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  CMEMISTRY. 

Da  Toesday  last  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Albert, 
accompanied  by  many  noblemen  end  gentlemen,  visited 
this  College.  His  Royal  Highness,  attended  by  Pra- 
ia *nr  Hoffman,  proceeded  at  once  to  the  laboratory, 
imd  i  jspected  this  and  the  other  buildings,  which  are 
mw  completed.  Tbe  visit  to  the  laboratory  was  made 
while  the  students  were  at  work,  and  the  Prince 
appeared  to  tal^e  great  interest  in  the  various  chemical 
processes  which  were  being  conducted  by  the  students. 
The  nature  of  these  was  fully  explained  to  him  by  Dr, 
Hoffman. 

Hia  Royal  Highness  afterwards  presided  at  a  meeting 
of  Council,  at  which  a  report  was  read  on  tho  comple> 
tion  of  the  laboratory,  &c  The  Institution  is'  now 
staled  to  be  in  effioient  working  order.  To  the 
laboratory  is  attached  a  library  and  a  theatre,  in  which 
chemical  demonstrations  are  given  by  Dr.  Hoffman. 
Among  those  present  on  this  occasion  were  the  Marquis 
of  Northampton,  Lords  Fitswilliam,  Dnoie,  Ebrington, 
Kewry  and  Mome,  Sir  James  Clarke,  Mr.  Blaekmore, 
Mr.  B.  B.  Cabbell,  and  nnmerotii  friends  of  the 
Institution.— 'Afeeficoi  OazeUe, 


SYDENHAM  SOCIETY. 

The  Society  held  its  fourth  auniverttry  meeting  on 
Satutday,  May  1st,  Dr.  Latham  in  tbe  chair.  Tbe 
reportwas  read  by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Risdon  Bennet,  and 
represented  the  Society  as  in  a  flourishing  conditioo.  A 
complete  edition  of  Hippocrates  was  stated  to  be  in 
progress,  as  also  a  worlc  on  medical  physiology,  and 
another  on  medical  ethics.  A  work  on  ancient  medical 
Bibliography  was  also  in  progress.  The  Treasurer  read 
his  report,  from  which  it  appeared  tliat  there  was  a  balance 
in  hand  of  £700. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF   SURGEONS. 
Geotlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  April  30tl), 
1847  :— J.  H.  Walker;  T.  S.  Teame;  J.  W.  Williams; 
W.  H.  C^ke;  W.  Johnson;  J.  L.  Green;   R.  S.  J. 
Stevens;  A.  Adney ;  M.  McDonnell ;  H.  J.  Barrett. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Fridsy,  May  7ih. 
1847:— S.  Meiassez;  J.  Rushforth ;  G.  D<ivis;  T. 
Littleton  ;  J.  Prowse ;  D.  Hope  ;  H.  Hart;  R.  Capron; 
G.  Miibum. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  May  14th, 
1847  :— A.  N.  Holmes;  B.  Button;  F.  Gardner;  W.  J. 
Anderson;  F.  C.  Webb;  J.  Milner;  W.  Copeman; 
J.  Lloyd;  J.  M.  Shain  ;  and  W.  Ellis. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates  on  Thursday,  April 
29ib,  1847:— John  Robert  Humphreys,  Shrewsbury; 
Richard  Eliot  West,  Camelford ;  George  Goforth  Wyer, 
Sway  field,  Lincoln  ;  John  Sebastian  Helmcken  ;  Richard 
Thomas  Smith,  London ;  Thomas  Slillman,  Steeple 
Ashton,  Wills ;  Henry  Fisher,  Devonshire. 

Thursday,  Msy  6ih,  1847 :— Richard  Scott  Boley, 
Bristol;  John  Rogers,  Worcester;  Edward  John  ap 
Ellis  Eyton,  Overton,  Wales;  William  Butler,  Stoke 
Newinglou;  Henry  Chawner;  Robert  Martin  Craven, 
Hull;  James  Graham  Nichol,  Crook,  Durham;  George 
Frederick  Burroughs,  Sussex. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  April  23rd,  at  Oakhills,  near  Tbunton,  Henry 
Sully,  M.D.,  a  JVfember  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 
Surgical  Association. 

April  28ih,  aged  71,  Robert  Masters  Kerrison,  M.D., 
P.R.S.,  of  Upper  Brook  Street,  London. 

May  3rd,  aged  86,  Mr.  John  Resd,  the  inventor  of  tbe 
stomach  pump  and  other  apparatus  used  in  medicine. 

May  4th,  at  Tottenham,  aged  79,  John  Ramsbotham, 
M.D. 

May  4th,  in  Tavistock  Row,  Covent  Garden,  aged  b% 
J.  P.  Simon,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Dublin. 

May  5(h,at  Bath,  Stewart  Crawford,  M.D. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Qualified  Practitioners, 
and  for  amending  the  Law  relating  to  the  Practice  of 
Medicine,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
.  Quarterly  Return  of  the  Health  and  Mortality  in  1 1 7 
Districts  of  England,  for.  the  Quarter  ending  March 
3l8t,  1847. 

The    Construction   and    Government   of  Lunatic 
Asylums  and  Hospitals  for  the  Insane.     By  John 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Conolly,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyii- 
ciaDS  of  London,  and  Physician  to  the  Middleiez 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Hanvrell.  With  Plans.  London  : 
Churchill.    1847.    pp.  188. 

Report  of  the  Cttmberland  Lunatic  Asylum,  at 
Danston  Lodge,  Gatethead-on-Tyne,  for  the  *Year 
ending  January  1,  1847.  Edinburgh :  Neill.  1847. 
8ro.,  pp.  24. 

The  Surgeon's  Vade  Mecom.  By  Robert  Druitt, 
F.R.C.S.  Fourth  Edition.  London :  Renshaw,  1847. 
pp.  620.    Numerous  Wood  Engrarings. 

A  History  of  the  Discorery  of  the  Application  of 
Nitrous  Glide  Gas,  Ether,  and  other  Vapours,  to 
Surgical  Operations.  By  Horace  Wells,  Hartford, 
U.S.  1847.    pp.25. 

A  Case  of  Large  Secondary  Prostatic  Calculus, 
removed  by  Perineal  Incision,  &c.  By  T.  Herbert 
Barker,  M.B.,  (London),  &c.  (From  the  '*IVansactions 
of  the  Provincial  J^edical  and  Surgical  Association). 
Worcester:  Deighton.  1847.    8vo«  pp.  12. 
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PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL  AND    SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO     UBMBERS. 

Gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  tubscription» 
for  the  current  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears,  are  requested 
to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  District  in  which  they  reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer 
or  Secretary  of  the  Association. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN.  SecreUry. 


ERRATA. 

In  the  No.  for  April  7th,  at  page  187,  col.  2,  line  21, 
after  **  Infirmary,"  read  '  a  few  dajs.' 

For  April  2l8t,  Meteorologfeal  Joomal,  Mean  of  the 
Eilemal  Thermometer,  9  a.m.  at  Romsej,  for  *■  25.21 
read  •  35.21.* 


•» 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  MARCH, 

Kept  at  Sidmouth,  by  W.  H.  Cullin,  M.D.  ;  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  Rogers  ; 

by  Feancis  Buckbll,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 


SiDMOVTH. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  44.17 

9  p.iif.  41.86 

.    .    .    the  Maxima, 48.92 

....     Minima, 36.28 

Absolute  Mean 41.37 

of  ten  preceding  years.         40.97 

Extreme  highest  on  the  23rd    .....    57.25 

.    .        lowest     .    .    11th 24.75 

.    .        range 32.50 

Greatest  daily  range 

Least 

Mean  daily  range 11.09 

Meanof  Barometer  at  9  a.m 30.138 

,9  P.M.    .....  29.196 

Extreme  highest  on  the  3rd 30.653 

.    .    .  lowest  on  the  31st 29.650 

.    .    .  range 1.003 


at  8  P.M. 


on  the  22nd 
on  the  11th 


at  8  P.M. 

on  the  3rd 
19th  &  20th 


Mean  Dew-point,  at  9  a.  m. 
9  P.  M. 


38.28 
36.70 


Number  of  days  fine    .........      12 

OB  which  any  rain  fell  13 

with  snow  or  hail  3 

dull  without  rain     •    .    . 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inches 3.06 

PrtvaiUng  Winds,      SE.N. 


HoNlTON. 

40.0 
40.0 
47.0 
35.0 
42.0 

. 
57.0 
21.0 
36.0 


11. 

29.51 
29.56 
30.20 
28.90 
1.30 


17 
14 


SW.  NB, 


1647. 
at  Romsey,  Hants 


ROMgET. 

•  ••«••••  42.92 

at  9  P.M.  41.28 

50..31 

35.06 

42.68 

••«•••*.  • 

on  the  26th  61.00 

on  the  11th  18.00 

43.00 

on  the  12th  25.50 
on  the  28th  4.00 
15.55 

29.505 

at  9  P.M.  29.477 

on  the  4th  29.010 

on  the  28th  28.930 

, 1.080 

9 

14 

3 

5 

IMS 
SE.NB. 


The  Uckfield  Journals  will  be  given  in  the  next  Nttmber. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS.' 

Commooications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  C.  L.  Prinee ;  the  Birmiagfaam  Plathologieal  Society ;  Mr.  W.  AUiaoD  ; 
Dr.Tife ;  Dr.  Sliapter ;  0. ;  Dr.  Shearamn ;  the  SheiBeld  Medical  Sodcty ;  Mr.  T.  Hunt;  and  Bfr.F«  BoektlU 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communications  be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Formate  Street,  Worcester.. 
Parcels  and  books  for  review,  may  be  addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Svipcil 
Jovnalt  care  of  Mr.  Churchill,  FHnces  Street,  Soho. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL 


ON  THE  RECENT  OCCURRENCE  OP  SCURVY 
IN  EXETER  AND  THE  NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

By  Thomas  Shapter,  M.D., 

Pbyaician  to   the  Exeter  Dispensary,  .and  to  the  St. 
Tbomas's  Hospital,  near  Exeter,  for  Lunatics,  &c. 

Daring  tbe  last  fifty  rears  the  occasional  appearance 
of  scurry  in  prisons  and  more  rarely  in  tbe  British 
NaT)',  has  from  time  to  time  excited  deep  attention, 
but  of  its  occurrence  as  a  disorder  of  the  people  little 
lias  been  heard.  It  baa  so  happened  that  very  many 
cases  have,  within  the  last  three  months,  come  under 
my  observation,  and  as  the  accompanying  circumstances 
of  the  recurrence  of  this  now  rare  disease  are  not 
devoid  of  interest,  some  brief  record  of  them  may  be 
worthy  of  a  passing  notice. 

Before  I  fully  appreciated  the  presence  of  this 
disease,  my  attention  had  been  arrested  by  the  many 
cases,  seeking  relief  at  tbe  Cit^r  Dispensary,  looking 
pale  and  sallow,  and  complaining  for  tbe  most  part 
of  debility,  faintness,  and  pains  in  the  loins  and  limbs, — 
a  class  of  symptoms  I  was  at  first  inclined  mainly  to 
attribute  to  the  efTects  of  a  long  continuance  of  cold 
weather,  depressing  the  powers  of  life,  and  inducing  cold 
rbeamatlsms,  in  persons  not  enjoWng,  from  pressure 
of  the  times,  so  full  a  diet  as  usual.  The  occurrence, 
however,  of  an  undoubted  case  of  scurvy  of  some 
severity,  excited  more  particular  observation,  and  a 
visit  I  was  shortly  afterwards  desired  to  make  to  one 
of  the  Union  Houses  of  the  county,  confirmed  my 
opinion  as  to  the  true  nature  of  these  cases.  In  some, 
as  will  shortly  he  shown,  the  characteristic  symptoms 
of  scurvy  were  displayed  in  an  aggravated  form,  while 
in  others,  though  accompanied  by  much  weakness  and 
distress,  they  were  only  slightly  developed. 

I  shall  only  briefly  allude  to  the  general  natere 
of  the  symptoms  which  have  marked  these  cases, 
dwelHog  a  little  more  particularly  on  those  accompany- 
ing  the  first  ingress  of  the  disease,  as  the  spongy  end 
swollen  gum  appears  to  me  to  have  been  Erroneously 
estimated  as  amongst  the  primary  and  more  obvious 
maBifestations  of  scurvy.  From  what  has  recently 
passed  beneath  my  observation,  I  am  inclined  to  say 
there  is  a  class  of  well-marked  symptoms  preceding 
this  peculiar  indicatioji  of  the  disease,  and  that  tbe 
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scurvy  gum  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as  an  evidence  of 
confirmed  and  ad Vt.  need  disorder. 

The  first  or  initiatory  stage  (and  which  may  continue 
for  a  conndernhle  period,)  has  appeared  to  me  to  be 
characterized  by  the  general  and  usual  indications  of 
debility,  with  the  addition  of  some  few  special  symp- 
toms;—there  is  complaint  of  the  ordinary  feelings  of 
weakness,  of  listlessness,  and  a  disinclination  to  exer- 
tion ;  the  patient  is  nervous ;  has  some  little  oppression 
of  the  breathing,  with  a  feeling  of  faintness,*  is  chilly; 
comphtins  of  slight  superficial  pains  of  the  limbs, 
and  more  decided  uneasiness  across  the  loins;  the 
countenance  is  pale  and  sallow;  the  lips  are  pale,  and 
the  gums  ^repale  and  cantracied  f  the  tongue  is  clean, 
moist,  and  pale ;  the  appetite  good ;  the  bowels 
regular;  the  urine  rather  scanty,  opaque,  and  feebly 
acid ;  the  pulse  small,  soft,  and  not  quicker  than  is 
natural. 

In  the  second  stage,  the  general  feeling  of  debility 
is  more  confirmed ;  the  nervousness  is  of  a  subdued 
character,  and  partakes  of  despondency;  the  respira- 
tion is  slightly  accelerated,  heaving  and  somewhat 
oppressed,  and  attacks  of  faintness  occasionally  super- 
vene; the  countenance  becomes  opaque  and  dusky, 
with  a  dejected  expression ;  the  general  pains  of  the 
body  are  increased  and  deeper  seated,  and  the  pains 
of  the  loins  are  particularly  dwelled  upon  ;  there  is 
now  the  lirid,  swollen,  spongy-looking,  but  really 
hard  gum,  baring  a  tendency  to  bleed ;  the  breath  has 
a  peculiar  foetid  smell,  not  altogether  unlike  the  fcetor 
of  a  mercurial  taiut;  petechial  spots  appear  on  the 
legs  and  arms,  and  the  surface  generally  is  easily 
bruised;  the  pulse  is  small,  feeble,  and  slightly 
accelerated ;  occasionally  a  disposition  to  feverish 
attacks  is  evinced,  but  these,  if  judiciously  attended 
to,  are  easily  controlled;  in  some  cases  the  joints 
feel  stiflT,  and  are  really  enlarged  and  painful;  nodes 
form  rapidly  on  the  clavicle,  stemnm,  and  tibia. 

In  the  third  and  last  stage,  (of  which  I  have  only 
seen  one  case,)  th^  breathing  was  slow,  sighing,  and 
very  oppressed ;  a  sadlous  discharge  (very  dtlfereni 
from  the  sputum  of  a  pnetmonia,)  was  eoughed  from- 
the  lungs;  the  gums  were  swollen  and  painful,  the 
breath  very  fcetid,  and  there  was  general  evidence 
of  the  fluids  of  the  body  being  disorganised,  in  the 
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of  petechts  and  tendency  Co  blecdfng  from 
aod  mucous  surfaces  of  tbe  Tagioa  and 
Some  hours  previouslf  to  tbe  clow  of  life, 
lillty  to  articulate  the  desired  words,  followed 
fjy  4M  «verwfaelmiog  stupor,  induced  the  conclusion 
iliflt  aeMaa  effusion  on  tbe  membranes  of  the  brain  bad 
^sScea^tlace. 

have  been  tbe  general  and  more  striking 
IS  wiiich  tbe  cases  of  this  disease  have  pre- 
memtibA  to  my  notice,  occasionally  modided,  howerer, 
ligr  oowpUcations  with  other  and  pre-existing  disorders. 
A  tern  cases  illnstratiFe  of  the  above  shall  now  be 
fliKXtly  enumerated :— 

■craw   IN  TME    ADVANCED    STACK;    MUCOUS     SUR- 
MACES  XXUOINO  BLOOD;  COMA;    DEATH. 

Case  I, 

A«  B  ■  ■  '  ■,  aged  45,  wife  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
asHocally  of  a  strong  and  healthy  constitutioo,  cheerful, 
of  active  habiu,  bad  for  the  past  six  weeks  'been 
r,  bat  not  sufficiently  so  to  induce  her  to  seek  for 
WBrnAtctAnd  until  about  a  week  previously  to  my  seeing 
Tbe  disease  had  then  fully  developed  itself.  There 
peCecbise  ;  tbe  gums  were  spongy,  8WQlleq»,and 
blood;  tbe  mucous  discbarges  from  the  vagina 
b«wels  partook  of  the  same  character ;  the  pulse 
abwr,  small,  and  weak ;  she  was  desponding  and 
within  herself,  and  when  roused  unceruin  in 
sieecb  ;  the  pains  of  the  surface  were  general,  and 
rhat  severe,  and  she  was  indisposed  from  this 
i,  as  well  as  from  excessive  prostration  of  strength, 
to  be  moved  in  her  bed ;  in  fact  everything  indicated 
^bat  the  powers  of  life  were  subsiding.  She  died  three 
days  afterwards.  The  diet  of  this  female  presented  no 
tftber  alteration  from  usual  custom  than  tbe  absence  of 
g^eCataes  and  other  vegetables,  having  with  this  ezcep- 
cbieHy  consisted  of  the  fare  enjoyed  by  persons  in 
•tatioa  of  life. 


mcvkvy  with  petbchi.c,  and  the  spongy   gum. 

Case  II. 

lf«  "S— -,  female,   aged   36)   stout,  countenance 

■aliuallly  florid,  but  now  a  look  of  sallowness,  has  been 

upwards  of  a  month;  feels  generally  weak;  is 

and  indisposed  to  exertion ;  complains  much  of 

the  loins ;  breath  foetid,  short ;  feels  f«int 

;   pulse  small;    petecbise  on  both  legs; 

ay>petite  good;  tongue  clean;  boK'els  regular;  gnms 

spongy.  Has  lived  chiefly  on  breads  hot  of  this 

I  had-fluffir.ip.nt. 

Case  III. 

K.  R— — ,  female,  aged  18,  very  much  out  of  health  • 

isnce  sallow  and  opaque,  with  tendency  to  a 

I  jmindiced  tint;  general  pains  of  limbs;  severe 

the    loins;    swelling  of   the  mammary 

arbicb  are  very  painful ;  breath  abort ;  very 

disposed  to  faintness ;  pulse  small  and  quick ; 

ij    gums   swollen,  red,  and   spongy.     Diet 

tflndly  bread. 

Case  IV. 

T.  Y f  male,  aged  28,  plumber,  stout,  active,  and 

ma  firfl  work ;  has  been  ailing  for  upwards  of  two 

1%  countenance  pale;   complains  of   general 


pains,  more  especially  across  the  loins ;  general  stiff- 
ness of  tbe  lower  limbs,  and  swelling  of  the  knee; 
pulse  smalt  and  quick;  left  leg  much  covered  with 
petechias  ;  appetite  good  ;  tongue  clean  ;  boweU 
regular ;  gums  very  much  swollen,  irregular  and  spongy, 
generally  red,  but  along  the  edges  a  line  of  the  weU- 
marked  lead^tioge.  Diet  has  been  ample,  consisting  of 
bread,  meat,  beer,  dec,  but  no  potatoes. 

SCURVY  WITH   8P0NOT   GUMS,  BUT  UNACCOMPANIBB 

WITH    PETECHIA. 

Cask  V. 

A.  C— ~,  aged  ^0,  nurse;  feels  weak;  complains 
much  of  general  pains,  especially  in  the  knee-joints, 
one  of  which  is  stiff  and  swollen ;  breath  abort;  pulse 
small  and  quick;  gums  swollen,  red,  and  encroaching 
much  between  the  teeth.    Diet  bread  and  tea. 

Ca8B  VI. 

J.  M— — ,  femala,  aged  36;  coontenance  opaqae; 
feels  very  weak ;  complains  of  general  pains  of  the 
limbs;  breath  very  short;  tbrobbings  at  tbe  heart; 
gums  spongy,  red,  and  painful.    Diet  chiefly  bread. 

Casb  VII. 

J.  B— ^,  female,  aged  43 ;  pains  of  right  arm ; 
breathing  much  oppressed  ;  has  fainted  three  and  four 
limes  a  day  lately;  gums  red,  swollen,  spongy,  and 
slightly  exuding  blood.    Diet  bread  and  tea. 

Case  VIII. 

A.  M— -,  female,  aged  38,  looks  ill ;  countenance 
opaque;  complains  of  general  wane  of  strength;  is 
listless,  and  incapable  of  exertion ;  general  swellings 
and  pains^f  the  limbs;  bi-eatb  short;  feels  very  faint 
on  the  slii^htest  exertion ;  puls^  weak  and  small ;  gums 
spongy,  and  exuding  blood.  Diet  has  been  ample, 
but  devoid  of  potatoes  and  vegetables. 

Case  IX. 

S.  B— -,  female,  aged  33  ;  countenance  very  sallow  ; 
complains  much  of  a'eakness  and  stiffness  of  legs ; 
indisposed  to  exertion;  pains  in  the  loins  very  severe; 
breath  very  short,  and  haa  fainted  away  occasionally ; 
pulse  quick,  and  generally  disposed  to  be  feverish; 
gums  white  at  the  lower  part,  at  the  edges  swollen  and 
red.    Diet  chiefly  bread. 

Casb  X. 

S.  L.,  male,  aged  32,  naturally  robust ;  coantenance 

expressive  of  debility;  complains  of  his  joints  being 

stiff,  and  there  is  a  swelling  of  the  elbow;  tlie  gums 

are  white  and  contracted  below,  but  red  and  spongy 

at  their  edges.    Diet  has  been  ample,  of  bread,  meat, 

and  beer. 

Casb  Xt. 

L.  p.,  female,  aged  36t  generally  weak;   pain  of 

loins;  breath  short;  has  fainted;   gnawing  pain  of 

stomach ;  month  stiff  and  swollen ;    gums  swollen, 

red,  and  tendency  to  bleed   at  their  edges.     Diet 

chiefly  bread. 

SCU&VT,    WITH    PALB    CONTRACTED    GUM,    PA86INO 
INTO  THE  SPONGY  8W0LLBN  RED  GUM. 

Casb  XII. 
£.  C,  male,  aged  17,  tailor,  countenance  pallid  and 
opaque ;  complains  of  want  of  strength  and  inability  to 
exertion}  limbt  feel  itiff  and  fail  him;  hu  paia  of 
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•^stomach,  and  across  the  loios;  breathing  difficnlt; 
tendency  to  faint;  pulse  soft,  slow,  and  wealc;  has 
been  feverish;  gums  generally  white  and  contnurted, 
bnt  swollen,  spongy,  and  red  at  the  edges.  Diet 
maple,  hot  deficient  in  potatoes  and  T^;etables. 

Cabb  XIII. 

M.  H.,   female,   aged   45,   looks   ill  and  weak; 

countenance  opaque;  excesstre  pain  acro«  the  loins; 

*^limlM  weak;  gnms  white  and  contracted,  but  spongy 

at  the  edges.     Diet  chiefly  breed,  and  deficient  in 

•quantity. 

Cask  XIV. 
E.  H.,  female,  aged  44,  weak ;  pains  in  loins ;  gums 
white  and  swollen,   subsequently  became    red   and 
apongy.    Diet  chiefly  bread. 

Case  XV. 
A.  B.,  female,  aged  28,  general  pains,  especially 
across  tbe  loins;  jaundiced  skin;  gums  for  the  most 
l»ai>t  white  and  contracUd,  but  red  and  spongy  at  the 
.  edges.  'Diet  ample,  but  deroid  of  vegetables. 

Many  simihir  cases  might  be  added  to  the  above, 

which  hare  been  selected  as  illustrotmg  the  genenl 

character  of  the  disease  in  its  sereral  stages  as  now 

^occurring.    I  shall  merely,  in  continuation,  refer  to 

some  cases  which  fell  beneath  my  obserration  in  the 

Credtton  Union  Workhouse.    In  March  last,  and  for 

some  short  time  previously,  much  debility  and  sickness 

had  prevailed    amongst    the    inmates.     The  sallow 

-countenance  and  pale  anemic  gum  could  be  discovered, 

both  amongst  the  males  and  females,  while  in  many 

of  the  latter,  the  gum  assumed  the  decided  spongy, 

swollen,  red  character.    In  some  this  was  combined 

•with  the  pale  contracted  gum,  and  in  others  with  the 

swollen  white  gum.    The  worst  cases  occurred  chiefly 

amongst  those  of  naturally  weak  constitutions;  and 

Iks  a  fact  worthy  of  note  it  may  be  mentioned,  that 

the  most  severely  afflicted  were  children  bom  with 

a  venereal  taint.    These  cases  need  not  be  particuhirly 

dwelled  upon,  as  they  merely  presented  symptoms 

nmilar  to  those  already  enumerated;  but  some  brief 

enquiry  into  tbe    attendant    circumstances  may  be 

useful,  as  from  their  position  these  are  more  certain 

and  defined  than  in  the  other  cases. 

The  general  construction  of  the  house,  sixe  of  the 
rooms,  the  temperature  and  ventilation  therein  main- 
tained seemed  to  me  to  be  in  all  respects  most  unex- 
ceptionable. The  clothing  was  warm  and  sufficient. 
The  printed  dietary,  which  is  as  follows,  is  the  same  as 
.that  of  every  union  workhouse  in  the  kingdom. 

'The  weekly  amount  of  food  allowed  according  to  the 
iflietary  to  each- 
Man.  Woman. 

Br^ad I02OZ 85  OB. 

Cooked  meat   12  oz 12  o», 

^<»"P 3pinu 3pints. 

^^^     4ipints..;...    44  pints. 

^^»e 8o8 8oi. 

;Potatoes,&c 4ilbs 4|lbs. 

Suet  or  rice  pudding  ..     14oa 14  ox. 

Prom  the  failure  of  tbe  potato  crops  there  h«  been 


subsUtttted  for  this  vegetable,  during  the  past  year, 
with  the  exception  of  July  and  August  last,  when 
potatoes  were  used,  the  same  weight  of  boiled  rice, 
with  the  occasional  use  in  tbe  soup  of  frosh  vegeUbles, 
as  cabbage,  carrots,  parsnips,  Ac.  From  this  it  wiU  be 
seen  that  the  general  diet  of  the  Union  has  been  most 
ample  and  excellent  and  I  can  myself  testify  to  tbe 
good  quality  of  the  several  materials  used. 

We  n^ay  now  proceed  to  discuss  the  nature  of  the 
disorder  affecting  these  people,  and  the  causes  which 
have  tended  to  produce  it.  In  the  first  place  it  may  be 
observed  there  is  every  fair  ground  for  concluding,  that 
the  cases  enumerated  in  which  the  gum  was  pale  and 
contracted,  are  essentially  instances  of  this  disease,  but 
in  its  earUer  and  slighter  form ;  they  ofl-er  tbe  same 
evidence  of  general  debility,  tendency  to  faintness, 
oppfesson  of  breathing,  pains  across  the  Joins,— in  fact 
the  same  general  indications  of  departure  from  the 
normal  and  healthy  state  of  the  blood,  differing  only 
in  degree  from  that  more-marked  deterioration  in  this 
fluid,  characteristic  of  the  confirmed  disease. 

We  may  also  conclude  that  the  blanched  contracted 
gum  is  tbe  forerunner  of  the  swollen,  spongy-looking, 
and  eventually  bleeding  gum;  for  we  have  seen  in  the' 
above  cases  that  the  former  occurs,  on  the  one  hand,  in 
conjunction  with  the  other  and  more  recognized  symp- 
toms of  scurvy,  including  petechia ;  while  in  others  it 
occurs,  combined  with  or  passing  into  the  latter.    Th  us 
we  see  the  gum  pale  and  contracted,  pale  and  swollen, 
pale  and  contracted  at  the  lower  part,  with  a  spongy, 
swollen,  red  edge ;  tbe  upper  gum  pale  and  swollen, 
while  the  lower  has  been  swollen,  red,  and  spongy, 
the  pale  gum  passing  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  into 
the  swollen,  and  then  into  the  red  and  spongy  gum. 
In  fact,  the  cases  offer  every  variety  of  example  in 
which  the  pale  contracted  gum  is  combined  with  the 
swollen,  red,  spongy  gum ;  and  as  the  former  invariably 
precedes  the  latter,  and  for  the  most  part  accompanies 
the  slighter  forms  of  the  disease,  we  are  justified  in 
stating  that  the  ansen^ic  gum  is  one  of  the  symptoms 
indicative  of  scurvy,  but  of  the  earlier  stage  of  the 
disease,  and  which  immediately  precedes  that  in  which 
there  vc  morbid  deposita  taking  place,  whether  these 
be  in  the  gums,  in  the  joints,  in  the  muscular  system, 
or  elsewhere. 

There  is  one  other  symptom  to  which  attention 
msy  be  directed,— the  pain  across  the  loins.  This 
has  been  invariably  experienced,  and  has  proved 
most  painful  and  persisting  in  its  nature;  it  has 
remained  unrelieved,  though  the  gums  may  have 
recovered  their  healthy  character,  the  countenance 
its  wonted  appearance  and  expression,  and  the  con- 
stitution ito  general  tone  and  strength.  I  am  disposed 
to  think  this  pain  is  not  due  to  disorder  in  the  urine 
or  kidneys,  but  to  a  neuralgia  of  the  lumbar  nerves. 
The  frequent  occurrence  of  fixed  neuralgic  pains  ia 
otiier  pirta  oondooet  very  much  to  this  opinion. 
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7  in  the  ptewiit  dny  to  go  into  uj 
nrj  miauU  inrnti^tioni  of  tha  remote  cinie  of 
KUIT7  i  It  tbe  mme  time  it  mx];  not  be  altagetber 
ntelew  briefly  to  renew  tbe  eiternal  relation)  of  the 
penoDi  wLo  hire  beem  aabaiitled  to  ill  inSuence. 
Tbe  more  obrioai  eDd  ielereiliDg  ■gent*  gcoenlly 
to  be  regarded  in  an  enquiry  of  tkii  kind,  are  the 
condilioa)  ot  tbe  iimnsphere,  tit  ocfupittiod  of  tbe 
indiridual,  tbe  nature  and  amount  of  bii  Tood,  Ac.  &C. 

Tbe  vinler  bai  been  uauaunlly  ieMrt,  and  pro* 
traded.  During  tbe  lait  >ix  monlhi,*  lie  temperature 
bat  been  lower,  witb  a  lover  range  of  lEmanphcric 
preuure,  and  a  kit  amount  of  rain,  than  it  ibe  nanl 
■Tcregt  of  lUeae  moutbi,  ffkile  tbe  Hindi  bare  bloirn 
cbieSy  from  tlie  Eastward  inticai!  of  Trom  tbe  westward. 

Tbat  cold  hai  some  inBuence  in  tLe  Froduclian  of 
•CUrTj  may  be  aaiunted,  from  iu  being  a  diieai 
tbe  inoit  F>Tl  Ol  Ule  irinler  or  curly  ipring,  and  from 
it!  fieqiieel  occurrence  in  tbe  colder  lalitudei  of  tbe 
nonb  of  Europe:  tiut  tbst  cold  ii  not  tlie  cause  of 
tbe  diiCMe  may  alio  be  inferred,  from  iu  not  occu 
at  theie  pcrioda  or  in  Ibeie  liluatio or,  excepting  under 


■  The  uran  fcclghl  vf  Iho  Ibeimomeler  and  baTomelei 
leprtralling  vlad«,  and  amovai  of  raia,  tnm  Orlobei 
916. 10  Harch.  1**7.  compaicd  ■iih  Ihe  aTCragcs  of  then 
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ceruin  condilioM,  and  tbat  ander  ll 
it  occur!  in  warn  trratlwr,  and  tnorftaontbera  lilitadci^ 
\Te  Iberefore  conclude  tbal  cold  ia  not  ibecaueef 
acnrry,  bat  tbat  (rben  *ncb  caote  dbj  b«  in  force, 
it  great]/  preditpoao-to  iL 

Tbat  iiBpnre  air  waa  not  the  oante  of  tbe  dbeaw 
ic  tbcae  caaaa  ia  erideat,  from  inuiy  of  thoaa  affecud 
baring  been  pcnou  occapied  mucli  ia  tbe  open  air, 
or  liriag  jn  well  Tentiialcd  rooma,  ai  ia  tbe  Uaioa 
Workliouae,  where  tie  niual  regard  bad  b«eB  had  u 
thit  parlicnlar.  Doubtlen  ibe  liring  in  an  iaipnre 
air  would  tend  to  depreciate  the  general  beaiib,  aad 
tbua  render  [be  lyareoi  more  inaceptible  of  the 
influence*  of  tbii  diiorder,  but  it  oaunot  be  eateeiud 

Tbat  tcurry  ii  not  produced  by  any  pecoliar  occapa- 
tton  ii  eridenE,  froai  iu  occurrence  anongit  petiou 
engnged  in  Tarioui  tradea,  at  liliewiM  in  thoae  CoHowing 
no  particular  calling.  In  fact  it  bM  iMCn  lalbec 
iliowo,  mora  eipecially  in  tbe  Credjton  Union,  by  the 
extreme  (late  of  diaeaM  in  llie  women  and  childtea 
there,  tbat  ibi  want  of  occupation,  and  tbe  abicKe 
of  eierriae  ibereby  engendered,  uiocb  pradiapoae*  to 
jU  attack*. 

We  new  come  to  the  important  queation  of  food: — 
Firat  a*  regarda  amount,  Uiere  bat  been,  ia  the  coane 
of  Ihe  abore  cam,  tbe  moat  latlafactoty  crideace 
offered  that  ibecinieof  tbjadiaeancan  ootberefentd 
10  a  deficiency  in  tbit  reapcct,  aa  Tcry  many  dt  tboae 
affected  by  it  bave  been  well  oS  in  mean*,  and  cer< 
tainly  iboM  in  tie  Crediton  Union  WorkboMeeBjofed 
a  diet  which  bu  been  abown  to  be  moit  amplti 
ire  must,  therefore,  look  to  bind  and  quality. 

It  cannot  fail  to  bare  been  obaerred  tbat  the  greater 
proporiioD  of  thote  afflicted  bare  lired  ciiiefly  on  ttr- 
saented  breads*  that  auch  bread  i*  not  tbe  cause  of 
acurry,  iia  long  and  unireriat  use  a  auScieot  evidence, 
at  tbe  tame  time  tie  occurrence  of  tbe  diiewe  in  tboae 
oting  it  ao  fretly,  tlove  it  ii  uot,ai  bat  been  luppotedr 
prophylactic  againit  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
rice,  the  pour  generally  not  iiariog  eaten  it,  while  it* 
uae  in  the  union  workouie  haa  thown  it  incapable  of 
prercnting  ita  occurtenca.  That  aalted  pronatonl  are 
not  it*  cauie  ii  alio  certain,  ai  by  far  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  ihoae  aSected  have  not  eaten  of  them.  It 
now  remain*  to  speak  of  the  abtence  from  the  diet  ot 
tbenaual  cfcaleot,  tlie  potato.  In  tbiareipectonlyhM 
the  food  of  all  thcH  people  differed  from  that  of  otUf 
Bcaion*,  and  it  ia  here  worthy  of  remark,  tbat  in  ibe 
Crediton  Union,  there  intemsed  bttvcea  tbe  last  Me 
of  potaloei  and  tbe  prernlence  of  lb«  ditordrr  nTefrad 
to,  ■  period  of  aboot  lix  montbi,  and  ezperteace  ha» 
ahown  diia  to  be  the  ninal  time,  a  diet  dcroid  of  beA 
Bcetcent  prindplea  lake*  to  produee  Marrj. 


•  It  It  a  temirkabi*  f»«  (bai  the  caiei  of  fcatrj  wW«* 
ana  ander  Dr.  Hebaidui-s  ob^cr*  aiioa,  at  St,  Gcacget 
HospiiaJ,  In  tm,  bad  llred  MtBj  OB  bread  aad  beiw.— 
"Med.  Tiait,"Vol.IV, 
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As  the  recent  failures  in  the  potato  crops  hare 
-excited  the  enunciation  of  certain  political  opinions 
-coademaatory  of  the  employment  of  this  esculent,  it 
maynattbe  melees  brieBy  to  refer  to  the  conclusions 
which  have  been  arrived  at  by  able  and  competent 
aothoridet in  reference  to  ilsaati-scorbutic properties. 

Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  in  his  account  of  the  diseases  of 
-the  Fleet,  in  1781,  mealione  that  the  potato^  sliced  up 
with  vinegar,  proved  useful  in  preventing  and  curing 
acarvy)  similar  testimony  is  subsequently  offered  by  Mr. 


tDaltOQ.  {Lancet^  Sept.  22, 1842.)  Mr.  Bemcasde,  and    one  hand,  by  depreciating  the  powers  of  the  system ; 


M.  Poateaelie  have,  however,  shown  that  its  usefulness 
-ia  thiflLTcepect  is  not  destroyed  by  cookery  as  was  sup- 
posed,  the  one  having  employed  it  boiled  in  the  usual 
way,  the  othersl^fatly  baked.  Dr.  Baly,  who  has  given  a 
digest  of  these  and  other  opinions,  (^Med.  Gaz,,  Feb.  16, 
1842,)  adds  his  own  valuable  testimony  to  its  being,  as 
<xrduiaHly  cooked*  "an  admirable  preservative  against 
aconry."  The  facU  from  which  Dr.  Baiy  deduced  tins 
coadaeion  are  most  striking.  As  pbystcian  to  the 
MUbaak  penitentiary,  he  observed,  that  scurvy  was 
naknown  amongst  the  convicts  whose  diet  contained  a 
fair  allowance  of  potatoes,  (51bs.,  together  with  an 
onion  weekly,)  while  it  was  of  very  frequent  occurrence 
amongst  the  military  offenders,  whose  diet  was  almost 
waatiag  in  this  respect,  (only  Jib  in  the  week,)  and 
that  since  these  latter  have  been  allowed  the  larger 
amonac  of  poUtoes  the  disease  has  not  recurred 
amongst  them.  Simihir  and  equally  conclusive  evidence 
is  deduced  by  Dr.  Baly,  from  the  occurrence  of  scurvy 
in  other  prisons  of  the  kingdom. 

Wei  »»y  "till  proceed  one  step  farther,  and  show 
^  what  peculiar  principles  the  antiscorbutic  qualities 
of  the  potato  are  due,  and  in  doing  so  I  shall  quote  the 
aamraary  given  by  Dr^  Baly.  <*A.  gUnce  at  the 
-chemical  aaalysis  of  the  potato,  at  once  ezphuns  its 
aatisoorhntic  virtue.  The  various  fruits^  sacculent 
roots  aad  herbs,  which  have  the  property  of  preventiog 
and  curing  scurvy,  all  contain,  dissolved,  in  their 
juices,  one  or  more  organic  acids,--8uch  as  the  citric, 
tartaric,  and  malic  acids.  Sometimes  these  acids 
•exist  ia  the  free  state,  but  more  generally  they  are 
.eombined  with  potash  and  lime,  or  with  both  these  bases. 
l<Tow,  potatoes  kave  been  submitted  to  most  elaborate 
'chemical  exauJnation  by  Einhoff  and  Vauqnelin ;  and 
by  both  these  chemists  they  have  been  found  to  eon- 
tain  a  vegetable  acid  in  considerable  quantity.  Accord- 
ing to  Einhoff  this  acid  is  the  tartaric,  combined  with 
fK>tash.and  lime.  According  to  Vauqnelin  it  is  the 
citric,  partly  in  combination  with  those  bases  and 
partly  in  the  free  state.  The  farinaceous  seeds,  as 
wheat»  barley,  oats,  and  rye,  which  are  destitute  of 
.antiseorbntic  property,  contaia  ik>  oiiganic  or  vegetable 
adds,** 

Vnm  all  that  has  been  now  stated  we  must  come 
to  tha  coaalorioB^  that  the  recent .  occurrence  of 
.acurvy  ia  Bieter  it  doe  to  this  one  cause— «  deficiency 


of  food  containing  acid  principles;*  and  that  the 
potato  hss  hitherto  been  the  means  whereby  these 
acid  principles  have  been  supplied.  We  may  farther 
conclude,  that  the  peculiar  symptoms  of  this  disease 
are  not  developed  until  after  the  systetn  has  been 
deprived  of  food  of  this  nature  for  some  months ;  that 
the  persons  roost  liable  to  be  affected  by  it  are  those 
naturally  of  weak  constitutions,  or  who  are  submitted 
to  inactive  and  depressing  circumstances;  and  that 
protracted  cold  weather  greatly  predisposes,  on  tha 


and  on  the  other,  by  checking  the  growth  of  fresh 
vegetables,  and  rendering  such  as  are  raised  deficient 
in  proper  juices. 

From  all  that  has  now  been  stated  of  this  disease,*- 
from  its  symptoms^  its  predisposing  and  remote  causes, 
bas  any  light  been  thrown  on  its  nsture  or  proximate 
qiuse  ?  We  see  evidently  that  It  primarily  consists  ia 
a  peculiar  state  of  anaemia,  and  that  this  ansamtc 
state,  unattended  by  loss  of  appetite  or  irregularity 
in  the  alviae  secretions,  is  accompanied  by  a  general 
dusky  pallor,  weak  pulse,  breatblessness,  and  a  di8« 
position  to  syncope — a  condition  of  the  system  early 
followed  by,  und  complicated  with,  low  feverishness 
and  tendency  to  local  deposits,  causing  swollen  red 
gums,  stifltaess  aad  swelling  of  the  joints,  together 
with  petechisB,  bsBmorrbage,  and. nodes,  a  series  of 
phenomena  distinctly  indicating  Ibe  proximate  cause 
of  this  disesse  to  be  a  disordered  state  of  the  blood, 
and  which  disordered  state  it  would  appear,  from 
the  investigations  of  Mr.  Busk,*  mainly  consists  in 
the  amonnt  of  fibrin,  albumen,  and  salts  and  water, 
exceeding  the  proportion  of  health,  while  that  of  tha 
bsematosiae  falls  below  it. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  indications  of  the 
nature  and  origin  of  this  disease,  the  mode  of  treatment 
pursued  bas  mainly  been  the  use  of  acids,  and  much 
benefit  has  resulted  therefrom ;  otherwise  the  use  oC 
potatoes,  if  they  could  be  procured  good,  and  other 
vegetables,  has  been  enjoined,  together  with  oranges, 
cider,  vinegar,  pickles,  &c.,  in  fact,  such  treatment  as  is 
ufaually  recognized  amongst  us  as  adapted  for  the  cure 
and  counteraction  of  scurvy. 

*  It  must  not  be  understood  from  this  that  scurry  is  stated 
to  be  solfl^  caused  by  a  deficiency  of  vegetable  food. 
Scorvj  is  essentially  a  disease  of  depraved  natrition,  ami 
may  be  produced  by  a  too  restricted  and  excIaslTC  use  of 
any  kind  of  food.  In  this  paper  I  am  strictly  conflnlAg 
myself  to  the  natore  and  origia  of  the  disease  now  pre* 
railing. 

•  Art.  "Scurry,"  by  Dr.  George  Budd^** Cyclopaedia 
of  Practical  Medicine.** 
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ON  A  FEW  POmTS  CONNBCTED  WITH  THB 
PATHOLOGY,  DIAGNOSIS,  AND  TREATMENT 
OP  PERICARDITIS. 

By  E*J.  Shsarman,  M.D.,  RotherfaMH. 
Pericarditk  is  a  ttrj  frequent  and  a  rery  daogerooi 
diMMt:  it  attacks  those   persons  most  exposed  to 
chanfes  ia  teviperatore  and  climate,  and  least  likoly, 
from  position  in  Ufe»  to  be  able  to  Uke  pracadtloos 
to  prevent,  or  nse  remodies  to  enre  sncb  a  disease.    It  is 
oonseqitently  of  tbe  utmost  importance  to  society  thsl 
such  an  affection  should,  if  possible,  oisiif  ^  m^ 
dtfetimi  and  that  its  naim^  and  irmimtni  bo  f{|ai' 
and  itinightfonrard  to  medical  praetitlonciainfeneinl. 
In  Dr.  Bartolom^'s  Bway  on  this  snhjoct*  publisbed 
in  this  Jonmal  of  the  5th  of  May,  he  remarlcff,  <•  Tbe 
lUsfMOM  of  pericarditis  is  not  always  easy  V*^  It  |ias 
been  mistsken  by  Corriiart,  Andral,  and  Laenaec, 
lor  other  diseases  ;** that  the  '^flbrons  portion  ef  the 
pericardtnm  Is  that  first  affscted  ;"  and  he  adfnnees 
a  mode  of  treatment  so  contrary  to  that  which  I 
hare   been   in    the    habit    of    consideilnf  ss  the 
one  moitapprored  of  by  aU  the  late  pathological 
writers  on  this  disease,  that  I  trust  he  will  allow  ae  to 
notice  bis  statement,   with  the  hradable  sMllfie  of 
searchiof  for  truth. 

I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to  perlonrdMis  only, 
although  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  ondboasdicis^  uM 
ell  the  lesalting  effecti  of  valvular  dlseass^  atiopfayt 
dilatation,  and  hypertrophy,  are  generatty  its  coose* 
qnenccs ;  but  space  will  not  sllow  these  to  bo  saaMd. 

The  following  order  may  be  as  well  observud  ^— 

1st.  The  pathological  condition  of  the  mombtnae 
Involved,  and  its  terminations. 

9nd.  The  best  modeof  dottrmining,  by  swsmlnntien 
during  lifis,  the  actual  condition  of  the  part. 

3rd.  The  most  approved  method  of  tmatmenl  as 
described  by  the  best  authors  of  the  present  dair* 

/.-^T^PafMflfieu/ONMli'lJsii^fAtArl.    . 

Although  tbe  petioardium  is  composed  of  both 
fibrous  and  serous  textures,  yet  te  saam  .i^^SsriaB 
eupply  both,  and  it  will  depend  upon  the  oon^tian  of 
the  blood  supplying  the  inflamed  oapillariis  wh^t  the 
exudation  corpuscles  pioduce. 

Dr.  BartoloBS^  says,  '<  very  probably  pesiearditif  fsne- 
rally,if  not  always,  first  attacks  the  fibrous  pencardham,'* 
then,  afterwards,  "the  SMMt  common, causes  besides 
rheumstism,  are  blows,  pressure,  infiammatiou  propa* 
gated  along  the  luogs  or  pleurs,  Ac."  He  gives  no  proof 
of  the  fibrous  being  the  membrane  first  affected,  and  is 
"  at  a  loss  how  to  describe  tbe  first  stage  of  the  disease.** 
But,  if  pericarditis  arises  from  inflammation  propagated 
along  the  serous  membrane  of  the  pleura  and  lungs,  it  Is 
not  very  likely  to  affect  tbe  fibrous  membrane  first. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  author  having  laid  any 
strem  upon  the  fibrous  membrane  being  immediately 
Implicated.    I  hare  had  a  great  many  opportunities  of 


examining  tbe  parta  aller  death,  having  during  thw 
disease  anxiously  and  narrowly  watched  itt  progfem; 
and  until  I  see  by  dissection  that  I  am  wrong,  I  shall- 
feel  Inclined  to  agree  in  the  opinions  which  I  quote 
below. 

The  same  degrees  of  congestion,  nervous  and  vascu- 
lar irriution,  determination  of  blood,  obstructiou  of 
cspilUiies  from  alonic  enlsrgeaaent,  and  adhesion  of 
white  corpuseles  in  the  vessels;  disunsloo  of  bloo4 
in* the  arteries  h^9i%  and  emptynesi  of  the  vuinn- 
htgmtd^    impeded    or  arrested   circulation  of,  and< 
increased  circulation  areaud,  the  obstruellon ;  with 
change  in  tbe  whole  qnantity  of  blood  by  incftaso  of 
fibrin  and  diminution  gi  tbe  secretions,  cxhanstiott 
and  depression  either  from  excessive  excitement  or  tbe 
presence  of  pus  or  other  foreign  matters  In  the  blood,. 
must  attend  this  as  well  as  all  other  toflammatloos. 

If  the  blood  be  excessive  in  red  particles,  as  In  verf 
robust  end  healthy  persons,  there  will  be  eosguhrtluf 
lymph,  serum,  and  Mood  exuded;  if  deficient  In  red 
particles,  as  in  anmmie,  lymphatic  and  leueophlegmalie 
subjects,   tuberculMr  dqiosHs  will*  bo    temsd ;   if 
fibrin  predominate,  the  serous  asembraae   wttl   ha- 
covered  with  a  thicker  and  more  adheslTO  layer  o( 
lympli,   and   of  the   moot  plasHe  chaiadsr.     Bu» 
the  blood  may  be  so  altered  in  quality,  and  the  quao-^ 
tity  of  its  salts  snd  red  pertidee  so  much  Incrsassd,  a» 
may  prodpce  even  oeseons  deposits.    Tbe  fibrin  mar 
be  so  low  in  character  as  to  allow  only  sylsiNe  lysaplr 
to  be  secreted,  In  Which  case  very  slight,  If  any  adheelan,. 
would  Uke  pUce;   and  pus,  curdy  msOsr,  yuilow 
tubercle,  Ac  would   be  depoettcd.     It  might  hn 
•wirftef^and  boeome  highly  organined;  or  cneyisiltch 
and  snsoepttbte  of  only  a  very  low  degree  of  otfaaixa-^ 
tlon,  particularly  in  the  chronic  stage,  thus  gMnf 
origin  to  ftbro*oartjlage,  grey  tubercle,  Ac.    It  than* 
fere  depends  on  the  character  of  the  blood  as  well  as 
upon  the  character  of  tie  aMmbrane  Inflamed,  what 
the  product  of  Inflammation  wiU  be ;  and  this  easQjr 
ncoouatt  for  the  variona  sUtements  of  many  of  the 
old  authors,— of  bony,  bloody,  purulent,  curdy,  fibrin^ 
ons,aad  variona  other  effusions  having  been  found  in 
cssw  of  pericarditis. 

It  is  veiy  evident  that  some  of  these  prodncU  of 
inflammation  are  much  more  adhesive  in  their  natoro 
than  others,  and  I  haw  Uken  the  opportunity  of 
naming  all,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  greattel 
latituda  poesible  to  the  dUftculty  this  will  give  us  in 
disgnosis.  But4t  is  well  known  tbat  pericarditis,  Uke 
rheumatism,  Is  a  disease  of  a  highly  Inflammatorf 
nature,  and  oftener  attacks  those  whoss  blood  l» 
loaded  with  red  particles  and  fibrin,  than  the  westk 
and  an»mic ;  and  thoee  who  have  had  the  most 
extensive  experience  in  examining  such  cases  after 
death,,  agree  in  saying  tbat  mdhtrnm  of  f  As  jwiesrdlians 
is  by  far  the  most  frequent  result. 
I     The  first  and  immediate  efltot  of  pericarditis  i^ 
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»«ffiifMMi  of  a  Biaall  qiuuititj  of  eoaguUting  lymph  and 
•erom  on  both  aides  of  the  pericardium ;  this  increaiet 
according  to  the  actiritj  of  the  attack,  or  the  soccess 
-of  rooMdiei.  It  may  go  on  to  sach  an  extent  as  to, 
bolgt  Ottt  the  hag  of  the  pericardittm  enoroioasly, 
or  it  may  stop  sliort,  and  only  prodooe  so  much 
mischiafa4n  to  impede  the  smooth  motion  of  the  heart 
fai  ita  natoral  capsule.  There  may  be  the  oilier 
deposit^  mentioaed  heforcy  but  there  muii  be  both 
tSumn  of  lyqitph  und  serum. 

The  geMn4  opinion  amount  authors,  without  one 
eae^tiou,  i  believe,  is,  that  after  eve^  case  of 
ptricarditisi»  the  lymph  oultes  the  pericardium  to  the 
snbatance  of  the  heart,  and  the  carity  is  thus  either 
partially  or  vholly  obliterated  ^  and  tltis  is  conad^red 
the  moat  efficient  csre^liich  the  parts  are  capabTe  of 
admittiiig*  For>some  years  I  have  bad  the  opportunity 
<ii  watehing  numepoas  cases  of  this  disease,  in  the 
practice  of  our  )Ute  lamented  and  talented  associate. 


<*Aer  Cho  moct  positire,  pvoofs  of  pericarditis  having 

'^cxktod  from  ao«lc  jihmmAtitm»  verified  by  sererid 

medical  gtnUemei^  and  stude^tSi  the  patients  quite 

recoreved  under  the  ^ipocific ,  influence  of  mercury, 

and  died  nftenmrda   of  soo^,  o^ber  .disease.     On 


mmdkermU  iknmgkwtr  «nd.j(he  pari^ which  bad  been 
inaamed  are  quite  diidnclajK4«vUy  discerned  from  the 
rest,  being  of  anmcb  lighter  colour,  thicker,  and  raisc^ 
ftom  the  toffeee  of  the  AninOi^ifed  part  of  the  mem* 
bmae.  Tliir  is  a  ctfcuaMtaac^  detciyiiig  notice,  for 
U  gifca  rrert  enco"-*-- -  {SlirJieDfittUoner  ^\ 


indebted  for  the  first  information  of  the  diagaoetie 
physical  signs,  are/— a  stngolarity  of  manner  and 
peculiar  expression  of  countenancct  strange  aspect 
of  ditlfcsa  in  the  deportment,  palpitation,  oppression 
at  the  epigastrium,  catch  in  the  breathing,  dry  cough, 
ii^ability  of  lying  on  the  left  side ;  pain  in  the-  region 
of  the  heart,  increased  by  inspiration,  pressure  between 
the  ribs,  or  upwards  under  the  diapbrsgm ;  stiflTness, 
and  pain  in  the  left  shoulder,  extending  into  the  arm, 
elbow  or  wrist ;  and  delirium,  often  wiid  and  /urUnu, 
no|  dependant  upon  any  disease  of  the  encephalon. 

All.  .these  symptoms  put  together  would  not  be 
ei^ongb  to^make  iis  sure  that  this  was  pericarditis; 
for  trntb,  in  all  its  kinds,  is  most  difficnltto  win,  and 
truth  in  medicine  the  most  difficult  of  all.  Clinical 
obifBrvatson,  though  never  blind,  was,  until  lately, 
always  deaf;,  but  now,  with  the  aid  of  the  ear,  when, 
with  ^ven  some  of  these  symptoms,  we  find  the  af/rt/iou 
murmurf  Dr.  Latham  says  the  disease  cannot  be  mis- 


Dr.  FaveU,.ae  well.asift  my  own;  and  there  are  at    ^l^en  for  w\ything  but  pericarditis. 
least  two>^peciiiike!u  of  Ijis  in  existence,  and  one  of    ^^  before  the  true  attrition  or  fiietum'90uiul  is  heard, 
mj  •«»•  Wiiicb  he  added  to  his   collection,  Where,  |  thm  is  flmc|^t  always,  and  generally  for  some  days,  a 

^nd  of  eU^ingt  koMh,  chttm*ng,  ortoking^  or  ervmpUng 
,eoand  heard  over  some  part  of  the  praecordial  region, 
i^  conveyed  to,  the   aorta,    pulmonary  arteryi  09 
cnrotidf.    This  is  not  constantly  present, 
In  pericarditis   there   are   the  fluid  products  ol 


dissection,  the.p«rifnrdiiMii..ia  w»».  <»»«.  was  found    iagamns^tion  as  weU  as  the  solid :  ^oere  is  serum  as 


veUaa lymph}  ^d  (he  ^i  of  iloid  effused  within 
the  pleoim  iad  pArieardiom  are  the  same.    The  fact 
tak  kf  esisteuce,  and  the  measure  of  iu  acc*^**  ' 
wllbiB  tha  pericardium,  ca**  .  ><'»natla» 

degrae  ai***         ^  ,    -^  Mjr'be  kA^Vrft  by  tto 

.^  • . .  ^r^  «sieat  to  wUcb  tbe  prfficordiat  r^iodi 

^  ^llvply,  m^  «>  r>^-tf  *  r«.pec|   ^,,,,^.    ^hns,  ^n.  solnetlmes  occbpibs  a  pert 
Hf'pOTfeCt  sneeces.  ..  i  .^tliieamel  the  drhOlej  of  that  l-egioh;  loubtimes  it 

^.  't»e  »es/ i!l#o»^ie^Arr«^%4^»^^  mthHbeyobd,  «|  high  m  tbe  iteoftd,  and  ereo  the 

'Dr.  Bartolom^refo'ark?,  *<  All  aiitbort  seem  to  sgret,  J^^  ^f*  *^i  i  i6iii6b'di£i  it  eitebds  heikealh  M#  %choU 


^hatthe  ait>9t  tihetiuivocal  sign  is  the  presence  of  pain 
•over  tbe'region  of  the  heart,  pftrticolarty  If  aggravated 
^yi^resibre.^   'He'lsys  great  stress  upon  the  quality  of 
^  )^«*k  ^  i  dtajftosftc  sTroptom,  stating  in  one 
place  il'*'^^^  "«^e  loose  tliiobbing  p:?^^  of  sent* 
rbennatism,  whcil  tbe  fibrous  i^erobrane  alonC   ^^ 
inflamed,  but  will  vary  in  proportion  as  the  serODi 
sneasbfane  becomes  affected;"^  and  in  anoCber,  that 
'"It  is  the  jerking  immediately  felt  along  tbe  arteries, 
ihat  distinguishes  tbe   pericarditic  pulse  from   tliit 
4produced  by  merely  accelerated  circulation."     But 
Jie  afterwards  says,  '*  we  cannot  form  oar  diagnosis 
ihun  the  pulse  alone."    He  mentions  the  *'  hruil  dg 
.mtffUif"  which  is  pat^tHnnonie  of  inflammation  of 
the  mdoeardiumf  but  passes    over  very  slightly  tbe 
'*'cnig»<iM<a/  di  cuir"  and  **  bruit  de  c«t>,"and  dots 
•not  notice  tbe  *'  bruit  de/rottement.'* 

The  symptoms,  as  described  by  Dr.  Watson,  to 
iWhom,    simultaneously   with    Dr.    Stokes^    we   are' 


lenfikof  ih0  ttermmif  except  about  an  incH  at  tbe  top, 
and  even  beneath  the  cartilage  of  the  ribs  oil  the  right 
'tide. 

Thifduhtesa  topercysiion  is  a  most  important  sign,  and 
hasdly  inferior  to,  or  less  diagnostic  of,  the  f  aihological 
«40pndition  to  which  it  points,  than  the  attrition^  friction, 
^  U^and'/ro  murmur  itself,  which  is  caused  by  the 
mbbing  P^  ^be  two  layers  of  membrane  on  esch  other, 
after  they  are  coTercd  with  lymph. 

Bot  there  are  two  otbcr  pbysicalsigA^of  this  disease 
which  often  but  not  always  attend,— 'Lsti  an  tm^ulatorff 
motion^  visible  to  tbe  eye,  Let  ween  the  cartilagu  of  tha 
second  and  third,  or  the  third  and  fourth  rite,  on  the 
left  tide,  or  in  both  situations  at  the  same  time ;  2nd, 
a  vibratory  motion,  like  tbe  purring  of  a  cat,  felt  just 
over  tbe  same  places  as  the  ondulatory  motion  is  seen. 
These  two  last  signs  sometimes  attend  disease  of  the 
seuulunar  valves  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery, 
ihd  are  therefore  not  pathognomonic. 


SM 
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During  tbe  life-time  of  Coirisart  and  LaeDoec  tbe 
pbyiical  ugnt  of  pericarditis  were  not  discovered,  and 
it  is  no  wonder  tbey  speak  with  so  mudi  doubt  about 
it.  Bat  since  Dr.  Watson,  of  London,  and  Dr,  Stokes, 
of  Dublin,  distinctly  ucertained  that  inereoied  dMbu$$ 
onpereumon,tLnd the  peculiar  firietUm  tO'taU'fio  iotmd, 
were  pathognomonic  of  this  lesion,  no  one  who  has 
once  listened  attentively  to  this  sound  can  erer 
again  mistake  it,  or  misinterpret  ita  meaning. 

In  all  acute  cases  of  pericarditis  I  believe  this  fric* 
lion-tound  can  be  beard  distinctly  if  listened  for.  The 
harsh  churning  sounds  spoken  of  before  are  generally 
the  precursors  of  this  more  distinct  sign,  but  they  are 
not  always  to  be  beard.  The  to-atd-Jro  frictiom^sound 
if  always  evident,  and  if  watched  quite  distinct. 

In  cases  where  a  very  large  quantity  of  serum  iaezuded, 
the  jfric/ioii-Minuf  may  only  be  heard  during  the  first 
few  hours  or  daj's  of  the  disease,  the  fluid  having  so  far 
,  separated  the  pericardium  from  the  heart  as  to  prevent 
its  touching,  at  tchieh  time  the  dulnett  of  percttttion 
would  be  more  marked.  But  under  the  influence  of 
proper  remedies,  this  fluid  becomes  absorbed  in  a  few 
more  d»ys  to  snch  a  degree,  as  again  to  allow  the 
membranes  to  rub  against  each  other,  anif  then  the 
frietion'iound  re-appeare,  I  believe  this  very  rarely 
happens,  but  I  have  certainly  noticed  it  myself  in  cases 
which  I  have  narrowly  watched. 

The  difference  of  density  in  the  fluid  in  the  peri- 
cardiura  does  not  alter  the  no/ure  of  ihU/rictioh-eovnd, 
'^'  •**  -18  conveyed  immediatefy  from  the  cuter  loffer  qf 
the  pericaratu^^  »-a  -v»**ats  to  proceed  from  a  surface 
immediately  under  the  ear.  This  lUund  u  perfectly 
distinct  from  the  eystoUe  beUowe-murmur  <tf  endocar- 
ditii  ;  but  when  endocarditis  exists  at  the  same  time, 
as  is  often  the  case,  this  bellows-murmur  is  heard  as 
well,  and  frequently  confuses,  for  a  time,  the  friction- 
aound. 

I  would  recommend  any  one  who  is  sceptical  on  this 
point  to  read  Dr.  Latham's  late  work  on  **  Diseases  of 
the  Heart,"  in  two  volumes,  1B46-47.  I  name  thia  work 
above  all  others  because  Dr.  Latham  haa  taken  bis  data 
from  ninety  cases  of  pericarditis,  attended  by  himself 
in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  all  of  which  were  open 
to  the  observation  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  hospital 
and  students;  and  he  is  a  physician  of  such  decided 
Mlent  and  probity  as  to  carry  conviction  to  every 
unprejudiced  reader. 

But  there  still  may  come  a  difficulty,  which  I  will 
briefly  allude  to.  In  a  case  of  pericarditis  which  has 
been  apparently  cured  by  treatment,  and  where  most 
of  the  pericardium  has  become  adherent ;  what  will 
be  the  pathognomonic  physical  sign,  should  another 
attack  of  inflammation  make  its  appearance  ?  Here 
•utculution  is  not  to  be  entirely  depended  upon.  The 
impuUe  will  be  greot,  tumuituoue.  There  fiiay  be  some 
alight  friction-sound  if  a  very  large  part  of  the  peri- 
cardium still  remain  un-adherent,  but  generally  there 


is  little  or  none.  If  the  fbnner  attack  was  cured- 
without  adheeion,  (a  circumstance  by  no  means  impos^ 
sible,)  then  I  preanme  the  very  same  physical  signs 
which  have  been  already  described  will  become  agiin 
pathognomonic.  In  most  second  atucks  the  endo* 
cardiom.  Takes,  and  cavities  become  diseased,  and 
during  acute  inflammation  these  sounds  are  often 
difficult  to  diagnose,  unless  the  ear  be  well  accustomed 
tO'Such  abnormal  sounds. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  a  combination  of  sounds 
originating  in  disease  of  the  eemihouar  pohtt  from 
endocerditit,  which  sometimes  aimulatea  this  frictio&«^ 
sound  of  pericarditis,  and  might  mislead  an  ear  unprac- 
tised in  ansoultation.  I  aUnde  to  a  direct  as  well  as  a 
regurgitant  murmur  existing  in  the  eemiUmar  talvee  of 
the  aorta  or  pulmonary  artery,  and  not  nnfrequently 
met  with  in  the  «orta.  The  character  of  this  lonad  is 
different  to  the  friction-sound,  although  the  peculiarity 
is  difficult  to  describe.  The  lenyth  of  both  eoundt  ia> 
the  periearditic  friction  sound  is  the  a«me,  but  the 
eyttolic  is  /oilier  than  the  diaetolie  sound  in  that  origi- 
nating in  the  semilunar  valves.  A  very  little  education 
of  the  ear  will  be  found  sufficient  to  diatiogoish  the 
diffierence.  The  ffalvular  eowid  is  also  heard  louder  at 
the  top  qf  the  sternum  than  at  the  apex  of  the  hearty 
and  is  conveyed  by  the  vessels,  whereas  the  intentityof 
the  /Hc/ton-souttd  is  generally  in  the  oppoalte  direction, 
and  is  not  conveyed  by  the  vessels.  W«  now  oome  to— 

J7J.— "  The  moet  approved  Method  of  Treatment" 

Dr.  Latham,  in  1847,  says,  "  In  Joreign  practia  ff» 
mercury  is  used  from  first  to  last,  but  all  the  power  of 
common  antiphlogistic  remedies  is  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  disease,  and  thus  its  symptonia  are  mitigated  or 
«ubdued,  yet  they  return  again  and  again,  and  nre  again 
and  a^ain  mitigated  or  subdued,  and  so  the  patients 
are  kept  alive  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  than  they  die, 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases." 

M.  BouUlaod's  treatment  of  pericarditis  is  of  this 
antiphlogistic  description  i  he  never  uses  mercjiry; 
and  in  his  treatise  on  it,  he  says  almost  every  case  is 
found  on  dissection  to  have  the  pericardium  adhereat. 
In  inflammation  of  the  pericardium  the  products  or 
exudation  of  the  inflammatory  action  are  deposited  in 
a  shut  sac.  There  is  not  only  congestion,  great 
nervous  and  vascular  irritation,  and  determination  of 
blood,  with  their  usual  consequences,  but  a  huge 
quantity  of  lymph  and  fibrin  are  exuded,  whieli,  so 
far  as  I  know  of  the  remedies  for  inflammation,  can 
only  be  checked,  stopped,  or  absorbed,  duriity  the  time 
the  system  is  under  the  specific  influence  of  mercury. 

Bleeding,  both  general  and  local.  Is  undoubtedly 
invaluable,  and  ought  to  be  carried  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cut  off  the  supply  of  a  certain  quantity  of  blood  to 
the  part,  and  decrease  the  quantity  of  fibrin  in  the  blood.. 
Purging  to  a  certain  extent  is  necessary,  but  that  will 
not  absorb  either  the  serum  or  lymph.  Opium  is  of  the 
yreaUst  benefit,  by  soothing  the  excessive  Irriubility- 
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af  tkc  Derroos  and  TaBcalar  excitement,  and  relienng 
pain  ;  and  coDnter-irritatioo,  particularly  bliatering,  it 
iBTaloable,  by  eiciting  the  action  of  the  absorbents 
near  the  leat  of  the  lesion,  and  in  that  way  relierinf 
the  diatension  of  the  ressels.  Bot  all  these  remedies 
^combined  will  not  prerent  a  case  of  pericarditis  making 
progress  to  that  stage  which  ends  in  adhesion  and 
premature  death. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  works  of  Stokes, 
-C.  J*  B.  Williams,  Watson,  EUiotson,  Hope,  Copland, 
•Joy,  and  Latham,  and  I  find  my  opinions  borne  out  by 
all  of  them.  I  am  conrinced  that  mercury  has  the 
power  of  doing  something  more  in  inflammation  of  the 
pericardinm  than  renesection  and  other  antiphlogistic 
remedies  can  do ;  and  that,  upon  this  something  being 
^oe,  the  life  of  the  patient  often  depends. 

Dr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  physicians  to  University 
College  Hospital,  who  took  the  highest  honors  both  In 
the  College  and  University  of  London,  has  published 
in  the  Lancet  forty  cases  of  pericarditin,  which  he  has 
treated  in  the  Hospital  under  the  constant  inspection 
of  the  pupils.  I  have  read  them  all,  and  he  has  never 
once  omitted  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  the  patients 
under  the  specific  influence  of  mercnry  9  ichere  he  has 
failed  to  do  to  hie  fulienh  have  died,  but  where  he  has 
succeeded  his  patients  have  generally  recovered. 
These  cases  are  worth  reading,  being  written  by  one 
whose  knowledge  of  the  disease  is  more  extensive  than 
that  of  most  authors. 

In  iritis  the  influence  of  mercury  is  quite  visible  in 
removing  effused  lymph,  and  it  thus  obviously  promotes 
absorption  as  well  as  prevents  efi'Qsion.  In  syphilitic 
ulcers  mercnry  soon  removes  the  callous  indolent 
margin.  I  have  heard  an  opinion  canvassed  that 
incrcory  destroys  the  red  particles  of  the  blood, 
and  produces  a  disposition  to  erythematic  inflam- 
niatioD  which  is  incompatible  with  healthy  or 
plastic.  But,  if  this  be  true,  how  can  healthy  lymph 
be  thrown  out,  and  granuUtions  formed,  in  such 
nnmerons  instances  under  its  influence,  as  we  are  con- 
stantly in  the  habit  of  obsenring  ?  It  is  more  probable 
that  the  specific  action  of  mercury  changes  the  con" 
-dUiim  ^  the  blood,  and  diminishes  the  quantity  of 
JSbrin  and  white  corpuscles,  as  we  find  mercury  most 
Qsefol  when  the  blood  is  buffed,  and  in  serous  and 
fibrinous  inflammations,  where  effusions  take  place  to 
a  great  extent. 

Dr,  Latham  says,  "my  experience  tells  me  that 
whenever  the  exocardial  murmur  has  ceased  early, 
aalivalion  has  first  taken  pUce."  And  in  the  relation 
•  of  the  events  of  the  ninety  cases,  there  were  two  in 
which  he  could  not  produce  the  specific  action  of 
OMrcnry.  These  two  died,  and  only  one  more.  In 
another  place,  he  sajs,  '*  not  in  a  single  instance  did 
the  extlcardial  murmur  cease  to  be  audible,  until 
.  MoUvalion  appeared." 

Again  he  says.  *'In  English  practice,  mercury  iS' 


given  from  first  to  last,  but  it  is  for  t  time  as  if  it  were 
not  given  at  all,  for  it  produces  no  sensible  effect. 
Common  antiphlogistic  remedies,  howevevi  are  able 
again  and  again  to  mitigate  and  subdue  symptoms ;  snd 
so,  at  the  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  the  patients  are 
stiU  alive,  yet  they  are  ready  to  die ;  but  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases  they  do  not  die.  Saliixition  arrives 
late,  and  seems  to  save  them." !! 

Colchicom,  tartafized  antimony,  and  aconite,  ought 
to  be  mentioned  as  remedies,  which  occasionally,  very, 
much  allay  the  excessive  action  of  the  nervous  and 
vascular  system.  They  require  caution  and  judgment 
in  administration,  perhaps  more  so  than  those  before 
mentioned. 

In  my  own  practice  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
treating  these  cases  by  general  bleeding  to  a  certain 
extent,  followed  by  cupping,  leeches,  and  blisters;  bat 
I  have  placed  my  chief  dependence  upon  well  regulated 
doses  of  cslomel  and  opium,  and  frequent  frictions 
with  strong  mercurial  ointment,  until  ptyalism  it 
produced*. 

It  would  have  been  easy  for  me  to  give  numer- 
ous other  <iuotations  to  prove  the  necessity  of  putting 
pericarditic  patienU  under  the  specific  influence  of 
mercury  as  quickly  a»  potsiUe,  but  space  will  not 
allow.  I  trust,  however,  that  I  hav«  not  uselessly 
intruded  on  this  Journal,  and  refer,  in  conclostoo» 
to  the  words'  of  the  lllnstrious  Sydenham  :^"  Ars 
medendi  (si  quid  ego  judico,)  in  eopotiasimum  cardtne 
vertitur,  nt  certa  aliqoa  et  consummata  undiqae  ac 
fixa  Methodus  Medendi  in  publics  commoda  tradatur, 
earn  intelligo  qtiae,  satis  magno  experimentorum 
numero  corroborata  suffultaqne,  huic  vel  illi  morbo 
devincendo  suppar  invenitur,"  Sydenhami  Opera, 
Praef.  Ed.  Tert.,  16. 

Rotherham,  6ih  May,  1847. 
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{Continued  Jrom  peye  122.) 

Cask  XIX. 

hjematurta;  ascites,  and  grneral  anasarca. 

An  inkeeper,  aged  45,  of  lencophlegmatic  habit, 
requested  me  to  visit  him  on  the  4th  of  October,  1845. 
His  medical  attendsnt,  whom  I  met  in  consultation, 
stated  that  his  habits  had  been  very  irregular  from 
excess  in  drinking;  that  he  had  for  some  years 
exhibited  more  or  less  of  the  hssmorrhagic  diathesis, 
as  evidenced  by  bleeding  from  the  nose  and  gums ;  and 
that  the  commencement  of  his  present  attack  was 
hematuria,  followed  by  general  dropsy.  He  had  been 
out  of  health  for  a  lengthened  period,  but  the  present 
severe  symptoms  had  existed  only  for  about  a  week.  I 
found  him  in  bed,  his  head  and  shoulders  elevated  by 
pillows,  and  breathing  with  difficulty;  couatenance 
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sallow;  cozunactiTC  iojectod  and  bUioot;  a  scattered' 
eraptioQ  of  acD«  rosacea  npon  the  nose,  cheeks*  and 
Ohio;  tongue  coated  with  a  creamy  far;  month  tore 
from  mcrcnry ;  no  thirst ;  appetite  indiffemnt ;  bofwls 
^erj  irregular ;  ef acaations  jeasty ;  complaias  ^of  a 
doll  aching  pain  in  the  lambar  region,  not  increased  by 
presaare;  mictarition  painful ;  urine  mnch  dimlBisbed 
in  qaantitj,  the  colour  of  blood,  and  containing  a  large 
quantity  of  coagnla ;  abdomen  enormously  distended, 
tense,  and  with  Tery  CTident  fluctuation ;  its  parietes, 
as  also  the  thighs  and  legs,  anasarcous;  scrotum  greatly 
distended,  and  rery  painful ;  pulse  nearly  natural,  and 
of  good  strength. 

Percussion  yielded  a  tolerably  healthy  resonance 
over  the  entire  chest;  breath-sound  normal,  unac- 
companied by  rhonchuB,  but  of  diminisbed  intensity 
orer  the  lower  third  of  the  right  lung ;  no  morbid  dnl- 
ness  oTer  the  prmcordial  region,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  faint  blowing  murmur  accompanying  the  first 
sound  of  the  heart,  with  its  maximum  orer  the  apexi, 
no  abno^al  phenomenon  was  elicited  by  a  stetboscopic 
examination  of  this  organ. 

Or Jered— -cupping  from  the  loins  to  tweWe  ounces ;. 
one  sixth  of  a  grain  of  elateriom  every  three  faours> 
nniil  free  purging  supervened ;  saline  mixture,  with 
hydrocyanic  acid,  and  spirits  of  nitrous  ssther  every 
four  hours.  To  take  good  mutton>broth  or  b«ef-lea, 
with  weak  giu  and-water  as  a  beverage. 

6tb.  Can  now  lie  horisontally  in  bed  ;  countenance 
improved;  pulse  72,  of  tolerable  strength ;  mouth  very 
sore  from  mercary ;  has  taken  half  a  grain  of  elate- 
lium  in  divided  doses,  from  which  he  has  derived ' 
great  reliei',  this  medicine  having  procured  a  discharge 
of  a  very  large  quanlHy  of  serum ;  abdomen  less  dis. 
tended,  and  softer;  pain  in  the  back  removed  by  the 
cuppiog;  scrotum  very  painful,  and  not  diminished  in 
size ;  urine  still  contains  cosgula. 

Repeat  the  cupping  to  the  loins  to  twelve  ounces ; 
foar  needles  to  be  inserted  into  the  scrotum ;  three 
grains  of  the  iodide  of  potassium  to  be  added  to  each 
dose  of  the  mixture. 

8th.  Has  taken  cold,  and  complains  of  severe  psin 
in  'the  forehead,  which  presents  an  erythematous  blush ; 
pulse  80;  abdomen  diminished  in  size,  and  much  less 
tense;  scrotum  rerj  painful,  its  integument  erythe- 
matous; penis  greatly  distended  with  serum;  urine 
escaping  involuntarily. 

Medicine  to  be  oontioned ;  to  repeat  the  elaterium  j^ 
to  use  a  urinal ;  and  to  have  the  scrotum  constantly 
covered  with  flour. 

10th.  Erysipelas  on  the  face  continues;  raoath 
still  Tery  sore;  pulse  84;  abdomen  and  legs  much 
diminished;  the  scrotum  still  enormously  distended, 
lefts  red,  and  not  painful.  Cue-sixth  of  a  grain  of 
elaterium  produced  copious  watery  evacuations;  urine 
still  contsins  much  blood,  but  is  free  from  coagula. 

The  elaterium  to  be  repeated;  face  to  be  covered 
with  flour;  to  take  one  grain  of  gallic  acid,  with  each 
dose  of  the  mixture ;  the  fluid  to  be  evacuated  from 
the  scrotom  by  means  of  a  small  trocar. 

13ih.  Two  pints  of  serum  have  been  drawn  off 
from  tha  scrotum ;  free  purging,  with  great  relief,  has 


again  followed  the  pill ;  erysipelas  greatly  disappeared;, 
tongue    cleaner;    month   less   sore;    appetite    good;, 
abdomen  tympanitic,  and  now  contains  but  little  fluid; 
scrotum  again  distended ;  lower  extremities  less  cslema- 
tous;.  uriue  atiU    laden    with   blood;   pulse   90,.  of 
moderate  strength. 

Trocar  to  be  re-introduced;   repeat  the  elaterium;.. 
to  take  two  grains  of  gallic  acid  three  times  a  day. 
Continue  the  mixture. 

17th.  Coutinnes  to  Improve ;  erysipelas  has  dis- 
appeared from  the  face;  pulse  86;  fluctuation  in 
abdomen  not  perceptible;  csiema  of  scrotum  and 
thighs  much  diminished ;  has  been  freely  purged  by 
one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  elateriom,  taken  every  morning, 
and  by  which  he  expresses  himself  greatly  relieved. 
Urine  contains. much  blood. 

Elaterium  to  be  continued;  to  take  three  grains  of 
gallic  acid  three  limes  a  day,  with  a  mixture  of  sulphate 
of  magoatiamsd  tincture  of  colcbicum. 

34tb.  Marked  improvement  in  every  respect ; 
pulse  80,  soft  and  compressible;  no  oeJema  of  lower 
extremities ;  penis  and  scrotum  greatly  reduced ; 
iuteguments  of  the  latter  much  thickened ;  appetite  ' 
good ;  has  continued  toderive  benefit  from  the  elateriom, 
taken  on  alternate  mornings;  urine  increased  in 
quantity,  and  now  contains  but  little  blood;  complexion 
improved ;  spirits  very  good. 

To  take  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  elaterium  every 
third  morning;  to  continue  the  gallic  acid,  with  a  sixth 
part  of  the  following  mixture  tliree  times  a  day :— - 
U.  Liq.  Polassas,  dr.  j. ;  Spir.  Ammon  Arom.,  dr.  iss; 
Tinct*  Colehid,  dr.  ss.;  Decoct.  Sarzae  Co.,  oz.  viiss. 
M.    A  mutton  chop  daily,  with  half  a  pint  of  porter. 

From  this  period  the  recovery  of  this  patient  was 
uninterrupted,  and  from  frequently  meeting  him, 
looking  in  good  health,  I  conclude  that  he  has  remained 
free  from  a  simiUr  attack. 

Jlemarks, — From  the  unhealthy  cachectic  condition 
of  the  above  patient,  the  general  prognosis  in  the  first 
iustance  was  highly  unfavourable,  and  rendered  more 
so  by  his  intemperate  habits  of  life,  his  age,  and  the 
existence  of  hemorrhagic  diathesis.  The  efi'usion  of 
serum,  which  obtained  to  so  large  an  amount,  depended 
upon  a  highly  congested  condition  of,  and  consequently 
obstructed  circulation  through,  the  liver  and  kidneys^, 
and  partly  perhaps  upon  a  vitiated  condition  of  the 
circulating  fluid  itself,  as  a  result  of  general  cachexia.. 

The  effect  of  the  elaterium  was  most  marked  ;  indeed 
so  great  was  the  relief  experienced  by  the  full  opera- 
tion of  this  medicine,  that  the  patient  earnestly  and 
repeatedly  begged^Xor  its  repetition.    The  introduction 
of  a  small   trocar,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the 
enormously  distended  scrotum,  was  also  attended  with 
favourable  results ;  indeed,  in  many  instances  of  serous  • 
as  well  as  purulent  effusion,  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  the  relief  to  the  system,  and  eonsequently- 
the  chance  of  recovery,  would  not  be  matariaUy  enhanced* 
by  the  earlier  removal  of  the  fluid  by  paraeentesis.  The 
htematuria,  (resulting  also  in  part  from  intense  con- 
gestion, aud  in  part  from  cachexia,}  although  dimin- 
ished as  soon  as  the  balance  of  the  eircnlation  was  - 
restored  by  the  mercury,  did  not  subside  until  a  dUecU 
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wtHngent  was  had  recoorse  to,  and  for  this  purpose, 
as  I  have  alnftost  anlT^rsally  found  to  be  the  case,  tbe 
gallic  acid  arted  most  faronrably. 

Notwithstanding,  bowever,  this  bappy  termination, 
and  tbe  immnuitj  from  a  second  attack,  hitherto 
eigojed  bj  this  paiieut,  his  life  can  but  be  regarded 
as  resting  opon  a  precarioas  b^sia.  The  mnrmor  over 
tbe  apex  of  the  heart,  although  hut  feeble  and  not 
constant,  was  still  of  a  permanent  characters  and 
indicated  an  imperfect  condition  of  the  mitral  ?alve, 
From  his  addiction  to  spirit-driokiDg,  unless  this  habit 
be  relinquished,  coupled  with  the  cachectic  state  of  the 
system^  the  liver  must  be  regarded  as  being  more  or  less 
prone  to  cirrhosis;  or  again,  the  kidneys,  from  repeated 
irritation  and  congestion,  to  sooner  or  later  assuming 
the  form  of  granular  degeneration*    , 

Ca«b  XX. 

CTBRINB    BiEMOfta-RAeE;   DBATU:   I1I8PBCT101I. 

While  staying  from  home,  I  was  summuned  in  haste 

to   tisit  Mrs. ,  aged  73.     On  arriving  at  the 

house  I  was  informed  that  she  had-  been  fur  four 
years  the  snlject,  at  intervals,  of  ulerlne  bsmtrrhage, 
and  for  which  she  had  been  under  the  care  of  two  or 
three  meJical  practitioners.  On  the  previous  Sunday 
she  had  walked  to  and  from  church,  without  increasing 
the  discharge,  and  her  health  and  strength  for  some 
weeks  had,  it  was  stated,  materially  improved. 

I  found  her  in  bed;  face  pale;  countenance  leuco- 
phlegmatic  ;  skin  cool;  in  good  apiriu;  puUe  70,  of 
moderate  strength  ;  tongue  clean ;  appetite  had  been 
iolerably  good  ;  bowels  regular;  bfe.ttorrhage  f^om 
tbe  litems  copious  and  clotted,  but  unattended  by 
^ain.  Abdomiual  pressure  produces  no  uneasiness. 
Has  never  suffered  much  pain  or  sensation  of  bearing 
down  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  neither  has  she 
been  the  aul^Ject  of  much  vaginal  discharge.  An 
examination  had  once  been  sobmiited  to,  but  U 
was'  unattended,  so  far  as  I  couM  ascertain,  by  any 
definite  result.  The  existence  of  polvpus  has  been 
suspected.  The  lady  herself  attributed  her  maUdy,  or 
at  all  events  an  aggravation  of  it,  to  violent  sea  sickness, 
when  crossing  the  Channel.  She  had  used  occasionally 
iojection  of  Matico  decoction,  and  also  of  the  Tinctura 
Ferri  Sesqoichloridi. 

Tbe  most  perfect  quietude  was  now  enj)yned  ;  the 
constant  application  of  cold  vinegar  and  water  to  the 
pubii»  region,  and  the  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  with 
laudanum,  every  four  hours  during  the  night. 

On  tbe  following  morning  I  mot  the  fumily  medical 
attendant  tn  consultation.  Our  patient  had  passed  a 
good  nfgfat;  tbe  bttmorrhage  had  diminished,  and  the 
tame  means  were  directed  to  be  persevered  in,  with 
the  addition  of  two  grains  of  gallic  acid  every  four 
hours. 

In  the  aflernooo  of  the  same  day,  a  hurried  message 
waa  received,  stating  that  **  Mrs.  ■     was  dying/' 

On  arriving  at  the  house,  we  found  that  profuite  b«»aior. 
rhage  bad  supervened,  the  patient  was  blanched, 
and  pulseless,  and  breaihing  with  great  didioolty  ;  the 
•oondt  of  the  heart  very  feebly  audible,  and  below 
sixty  in  the  minute.  Brandy  and  ammonia  were 
iaaedlately  administerei,  wliioh  laving  the  effect  of 


producing  vomiting,  happily  restrained  ihe  homoniMiget^ 
Under  the  liberal  exhibition  of  brandy,  the  pfBiteD» 
gradually  rallied ;  and  in  the  evening  of  \he  same-  d»^ 
being  sumaoned  home,  I  had  not  another  oppoilauljr 
of  seeing  Mrs.  — .«  again  alive. 

For  the  fdlowhig  interesting  report,  informfny^  augr 
of  her  death,  I  am  inde1>ted  to  the  kindness  of  her 
surgeon,  and  which,  with  the  account  of  ihepost-trnmhuM 
examination.  I  give  nearly  in  his  own  words  :'-* 

"Our  patient,  Mrs. ,  sank   on   WetfwsAiy 

monDing*'  (a  fortnight  from  the  period  of  m^  Ui% 
seeing  her)  "apparently  from  exhaustiont.  Sbe 
no  return  of  haemorrhage  afler  y«u  saw-  her  on 
evening  of  the  first,  until  mil-day  on  the  third,  when 
she  had  con8ideral||§>  flooding,  which  did  not  step>  hy 
the  usual  means. ^Pherefore  bad-recourse  to  hiJeciCn^ 
the  vagina  with  the  Matico  dipoociion,  and  plug^sdr  i% 
w:th  sponge,  retaining  it  by  bandage,  and  gave  nftw 
doses  of  Secale  comuiuna.  She  had  no  retnns  off 
hflsmorrhage  whatever  after  this, 

Jhe  treatment  now  consisted  in  occasfoniiiTy  gTvfsf; 
castor  oil  as  required  ;  quintoe,  with  acid  and  iafsy^rHV 
of  ruses,  and  gallic  acid  in  the  form  of  pHX  wH&it; 
the  strength  supported  by  animal  br«th,  whie^  ftr. ;; 
tlie  plug  changed  and  lessened  in  stae,  osinf^  at  fihc 
astringent  iiijeoiion%  and  latt'^rly,  sootMng  emoIYseoB 
ones."  Ttiis  somewhat  improv  d  coodiiiozv  of  ti^ 
patient  continued  At  about  ten  days,  when  (as  fertber 
stated  in  the  report  of  her  surgion)  *<  she  suffered  from 
spasmodic  pain  in  the  region  of  the  colon  and  ntei  off 
the  uterus,  attended  with  spasm :>dio  closing  of  ib» 
lower  jaw,  b!U  there  was  no  diffl.'ulty  of  awallB<w?ng: 
when  once  the  fluids  were  introdno(<4  into  the  iBoutb* 
She  ocossionally  was  able  to  open  the  jaw  suSfeieatljr 
to  allow  fluids  to  pass,  but  it  would  quickly  becocae 
fixed  again.  This  state  of  things  continued  for  tfa^Itosft 
thiriy-six  hours  o4  the  poor  patient's  life,  Sheacvs^ 
sionally  slept,  but  there  was  not  any  great  miti^itsoo 
of  suffering,'* 

Post  moit,m. — *' I  examined  tlie  body  about  IRV 
hours  after  deaths  and  found  the  contents  o(  ibeeivesitt 
perfectly  healthy;  the  viscera  of  the  abdoosets  went 
also  healthy,  excepting  the  colon,  which  was  greatljr 
distended  with  air,  and  contained  a  considerable  a«»miiit 
of  semi.fluid  fwoes.  Patches  of  the  raucous  roenebrancp 
of  this  bowel  were  in  a  state  of  congestion ;  the  fectm» 
was  quite  empty  ;  the  uterus  externally  preieDHil  lb» 
nktural  size  and  appearance ;  the  vaginal  snrfeee  off 
the  OS  was  congested,  and  of  a  violet  tin! ;  chroiHCs 
tilcerations  existed  within  the  neck.  On  cutting  thn^la 
its  substance,  it  presented  a  softened  palo  appeaisigce^ 
easily  breaking  up  with  the  fiogtr,  and  iufiltrateib  wi0» 
purulent  matter;  this  condition  extended  some 
within  the  neck.  The  body  and  fundus  of  tbe 
were  quite  healthy.  The  vagina  was  coveted  w&h  m 
muco.purnlent  secretion." 

**  I  am  at  a  loss"  adds  this  gentleman,  **  to  asergpoii^ 
other  cause  for  death  but  exhaustion ;"  and  tm  itriv 
oondition, engendered  by  the  long  continued  and  piufuav 
biemorrhagee,  must  the  immediate  cause  of  dSseoIntloo 
unquestionabAy  be  attributed—*'  death  by  anrala/'-"* 
the  circumstancfs  attending  the  latter    period  •£  tttm 
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patieofg  exittance,  the  «jrncop«,  the  cold  p«npira- 
tioQs,  the  precordial  ADzlet/,  the  slow  feeble  pulse, 
and  the  coovolsir*  elosing  of  the  jaw,  all  indeed 
iadlcatiog  an  inso/BcieDt  suppljr  nf  blood  to  the  heart. 
While  ulcerative  Indoration  of  the  cerriz  aOri  is  of 
very  freqaeDtoccttnrence,ulceration,  with  ramoUiseemcat 
of  its  texture,  is,  as  fur  as  J  have  witnessed,  or  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  a  rare  circuobstance,  more 
particalarlj  at  the  advanced  age  to  which  the, patient 
in  the  present  instance  bad  attained.  This  lesion 
is  slightly  alluded  to  bj  Drs.  Bams  and  Lever, 
and  more  folly  described  bj  MM.  Ouparcque  and 
Colunibat  de  I'Jsfere,  in  their  r;*«pcctive  treatises 
upon  Uterine  Disease.  The  description  of  the  affection 
given  br  the  latter  author,  under  the  desAgn^^iou  ^f 


t» 


IS   so 


'*  Engorgement  congestif  avec  HemorriQlfli 
lucid,  that  I  cannot  forbear  making  a  few  somewhat 
lengthy  extracts  from  his  work,  or  rather  from  the 
t/analation  by  Dr.  Meigs. 

**  This  species  of  engorgement,  which  may  occupy 
the  whole,  or  only  the  neck,  of  the  uterus,  develops 
itself  in  the  same  manner  as  the  preceding,  (*  Engorge- 
raent  sauguin  de  la  Mairice  sans  Ilemorrhagie;')  it 
is  likewise  produced  by  the  same  causes,— >tbat  is  tu 
•ay,  by  a  duxiousry  movement,  which,  in  this  case, 
is  excessive,  and  in  panicular,  more  prolonged ;  and 
which,  however,  is  always  accompanied  by  an  abundant 
and  continued  hemorrhage.  This  sanguine  discharge 
from  the  vulva,  the  colour,  ^^antity,  and  consistence 
of  which  are  variable,  is  the  most  constant  symptom 
of  the  engorgement  which  occupies  our  attention.  If 
we  explore  the  parts  by  means  both  of  the  touch  and 
speculum,  we  flud  the  neck  tumefied^  softened,  and  of 
a  more  or  less  deep  red  colour.  The  mouth  of  the 
ulerUA,  which  is  enlarged J^i  proportion  to  the  engorge* 
roent,  as  ^11  as  the  whcle  surface  of  the  tumour,  i« 
the  seat  of  a  sanguine  exudation,  which,  though  often 
considerable  and  permanent,  does  not  at  all  diminish 
the  congestion.  The  os  tince,  covered  with  clotted 
bloody  appears  smooth  to  View,  but  somewhat  uneven 
to  tlie  touch;  by  gentle  pressure,  we  perceire  e  slight 
sensation  of  crepitation,  and  cause  an  ncziog  of  black 
blood,  which  escajies  as  from  a  sponge.  When  the 
disease  hss  reached  it*  last  stage,  the  skin  astumes 
a  yellowish  straw  tint,  as  in  ordinary  cAucerous 
afftfOtions;  the  eyes  seem  dull;  and  if  some  women 
^ra  observed  to  retain  a  certain  degree  of  embonpoiRt^ 
it  is  becansa  the  surface  of  their  bodies  has  become 
the  seat  of  a  general  bloating,  which  conceals  the 
wasting  of  their  muscles.  On  examination  per  vaginam. 
the  neck  of  the  uterus  is  found  to  be  mscerated,  and 
transformed  into  a  sort  of  nicer,  presentin;;^  a  layer, 
which  is  softened  and  putrid,  surrounded  by  a  hard 
and,  as  it  were,  sciqrhous  tissue.  Hemorrhagic  en- 
gorgement which  has  reached  this  stage  is  extremely 
eerious,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  seeing  tissues,  so 
profovadly  cbaoged,  letum  to  their  normal  condition. 
In  general,  the  danger  of  the  disease  is  in  propor- 
tion lo  tha  violence  and  duration  of  the  uterine 
faemorrhages." 

At  the   commencement  of  the  abore  case,  when 
hejiorrVsga  first  occurred,  or    perhaps    before    this 


symptom  obtained,  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  were probablj 
simply  congested,  and  this  coadition  becoming  Aggra. 
vated  by  the  violentVfforta  ^f  latching  caused  by  sea- 
sickness,  merged  into  a  state  of  intense  engorgement 
or  subacute  inflammation,  which  in  its  turn,  baring  con- 
tiuued  for  a  lengthened  period  unsubdued,  gradually 
advanced  to  that  of  ulceration,  and  finally  softening  of 
the  surrounding  tissue. 

The  measures  adopted  were  successful  in  suspending 
the  hemorrhage,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  lesion  this 
result  could  only  be  regarded  as  a  temporary  allevia* 
lion.  As  in  very  many  instances  in  whicl»  the  os  and 
cervix  uteri  are  irreparably  diseased,  we  Amnd  upon 
inquiry  that  the  general  symptoms  had  at  no  period 
become  prominent  by  thfir  severity ;  indeed  the  only 
direct  s>mptoni  indicating  the  existence  of  uterine 
lesion,  had  been  and  was  the  repeatedly  recurring 
hemorrhage ;  but  this,  although  contingent  only, 
nevertheless  became  at  once  a  dangerous  and  alarming 
circumstance,  and  called  for  immediate  attention. 

The  consideration  of  eases  like  the  present  is  highly 
instructive,  inasmuch  as  they  demonstrate  the  great 
importance  of  early  examination  and  early  treatment. 
Tactile  exploration  and  the  speculum  became  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  aatiafactory  elucidation  of  this  class 
of  cases,  since  early  treatment  can  alone  avail  and 
present  those  distressing  sequele,  which,  if  neglected, 
sooner  or  later  so  inevitably  follow. 

{Tq  be  contmuHU) 


REPORT  OF  CASES    OF    STRANGULATED 
HERNIA,  WITH   OBSERVATIONS. 

By  Clbmbkt  H>avkin8,  Esq., 

Surgeon  to  the  Cheltenham  Dispensary,  and  Female 
Orphan  Asylum,  CbeUenham. 

{Continued from  pa^f  259. J  ' 

EEMABKS. 

In  performing  the  operation  in  the  cases  which  form 
the  subject  of  this  communication,  the  old  practice  of 
opening  the  sac  was  adopted.  I  liare  never  witnessed 
an  operation  for  strengoUted  hernia  in  which  the 
stricture  was  dirided  and  the  contents  of  the  sac 
reduced,  without  exposing  its  contents.  I  haen 
repeatedly  seen  the  attempt  made  by  the  most  skilful 
anatomists  and  dexterous  surgeons,  but  it  has  always 
failed,  and  in  many  instances  the  patient  has  been 
subjected  to  the  toconrenience  of  a  larger  hernia  than 
existed  before  the  performance  of  the  operation,  bj 
the  dirision  of  the  external  abdominal  ring. 

About  twelre  years  ago  I  heard  one  of  the  most 
able  and  accomplished  surgeons  in  England  say,  that, 
however  desirable  it  may  be  to  divide  the  stricture, 
without  opening  the  sac,  it  was  a  proceeding  involved 
in  difficulty,  and  generally  inapplicable  in  practice. 
This  opinion  is  opposed  to  the  experience  of  that 
excellent  surgeon,  Mr.  Aston  Key,  to  whom  is  doe 
the  merit  of  reviriog  the  operation  of  Petit.  This 
gentleman  attributes  much  of  the  success  be  has  mefi 
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with  in  pniceice  to  the  adoplion  of  this  method.  lo 
a  recent  work  on  abdominal  hernia,  by  Mr.  Teale, 
of  Leeds,  there  is  a  table  of  thirty-two  cases  of 
strangnlated  hernia,  in  which  this  operation  was 
performed;  twenty-seren  recovered,  and  four  died; 
the  result  of  one  is  not  mentioned.  Certainly  the 
amount  of  snccessful  cases  is  nnnsually  great,  especially 
as  three  of  the  cases  were  of  the  umb.lical  form,  all 
of  which  recovered. 

Mr.  Poland  has  related  eighteen  operations  for 
hernia,  in  the  '« Gay's  Hospiul  Reporu"  for  1843. 
In  thirteen  cases  the  sac  was  opened, — sis  recoTered, 
and  seren  died;  in  fire  tbe  sac  was  not  opened, — 
three  recorered,  and  two  died.  I  think  no  surgeon 
renewing  the  history  of  these  cases  could  attribute  tbe 
recovery  or  the  death  to  the  mode  of  operating;  many 
of  the  cases,  as  too  often  happens,  were  admitted 
into  tbe  hospital  in  an  almost  hopeless  state,  much 
▼alnable  time  being  expended  in  fruitless  attempts  to 
reduce  the  hernia,  and  othera  perished  from  obstinately 
refusing  to  submit  to  the  knife  until  it  was  too  late 
to  afford  a  good  prospect  of  success.  Considerable 
difficulty  will  always  arise  in  making  a  compaxatire 
estimate  of  the  snccesa  of  each  operation,  inasmacb 
as  the  duration  of  the  strangulation  can  seldom  be 
correctly  ascertained.  In  this  particular  Mr.  Teak's 
table  is  very  imperfect.  Tbe  pressure  of  the  stricture 
on  the  delicate  structure  of  the  intestine,  together  with 
the  rude  manipulations  to  wbich  tbe  bowel  is  subjected 
in  tbe  employment  of  the  taxis,  is  far  more  likely  to 
produce  a  fatal  termination  than  a  clean  cut  into  the 
peritoneal  sac. 

The  late  Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  considered  tbis  opera- 
tion very  objectionable  and  never  preformed  it. 

There  is  one  class  of  cases,  however,  in  which  it  is 
desirable  to  perform  this  operation,  —namely,  in  large 
scrotal  hem  in.  In  these  cases,  when  the  intestines  are 
exposed  and  the  stricture  divided,  considerable  time 
is  spent  in  reducing  the  contents  of  the  sac;  the 
lODg-con tinned  manipulations  often  ibdoce  fatal  inflam- 
mation, or  the  patient  rapidly  sinks  from  tbe  com- 
bined effects  of  exhaustion  and  the  shock  of  tlie 
operatioii.  I  consider  Case  IX  to  have  been  an  ii^t^pce 
in  point.  When  the  contents  of  the  sac  are  intestine 
and  omentum,  the  symptoms  are  notso  ui^gent,  and  the 
danger  of  an  operation  is  lessened,  because  the  intes- 
tine is  protected  in  a  great  measure  from  the  injuricus 
prcsanrc  of  the  stricture. 

Another  cause  of  failure  is,  that  we  are  often 
<>bliged  to  perform  the  operation  when  inflammation 
hu  already  attacked  the  abdomen.  In  a  very  large 
proportion  of  such  oases  death  ensues.  I  consider 
tuch  cases  aaalogous  to  those  in  which  the  trephine  is 
applied  to  tke  cranium,  when  inflammation  has  set  in  on 
tbe  membranes  of  the  brain.  We  are  adding  violence 
to  parts  already  in  a  state  of  excitement,  the  operation 


the  sickness  continnrs,  especially  if  the  inflammatory 
action  has  extended  to  tbe  upper  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, remedies  are  useless,  and  an  agqnixing  denth 
pots  an  end  to  the  patient's  sufferings,  ease  VII  is  an 
example. 

I  am  convinced  that  all  treatment  prior  to  the.  opera* 
tion  fur  hernia  might  be  dispensed  with  advantageously 
in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  occurring  in  hospital- 
practice;  I  have  often  seen  much  valuable  time  expended 
in  preparing  batbs,  &c.  The  urgency  of  symptoms 
must  be  our  guide  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Pott's  opinion  was,   tbat  tbe  Operation,  wlien 
performed  in  a  proper  manner  and  in  due  time,  does 
not  prove  the  cause  of  death  oftener   than   perhaps 
once  in  fifty  times.    And  Mi*.  Hey  observes,  it  would 
undoubtedly  preserve  tbe  lives  of  many  to  perform  tbe 
operation  almost  as  soon  as  tbe  disease  commences*  In 
young  and  robust  subjects  I  have  more  confidence  in 
a   full  venesection,  and  tbe  application  of  ice,  than 
in  tbe  use  of  hot  batbs.     Mr.  Pott,  Mr.  B.  Bell,  and 
Mr.  Lawrence,  are  advocates  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  lancet ; 
Mr.  Willmer  and  Mr.  Allanson,  not  only  condemn  the 
practice,  but  even   attribute   tbe   fatal   result^  if  an 
operation  should  be  required,  to  tbe  use  of  tbis  remedy. 
Prevention   is  better  than  cure;  and   I  fully  believe 
Vbat  wben  infiiimmaciun  br.8  once  attacked  tbe  perito- 
neum in  a  case  of  strangulated  bercia,  death  lis  almost 
a  nect  ssary  consequence,  however  skilfully  the  opera- 
tion>  be  performed.    The  indiscriuiinate  use  of  any 
remedy  in  surgery,  however  useful,  is  sure  to  bring  such 
remedy  into  disuse  end  disrepute.  Mr  Allanson  tells 
us  "  that  bleeding,  '  ad  deliquium,'  had  been  the  con* 
stent  practice  in  Liverpool,  and  as  soon  as  the  deliqviura 
happened  the  taxis  was  tried,  during  that  stage,  but  I 
never  saw  it  succeed;"  and  add^   "nor  do  I  think 
bleeding  even  of  tbe  smallest  seivice  in  forwarding 
reduction."      Mr.    Hey,    of  Leeds,  whose    practical 
observations  on  this  subject  have  been  seldom  equalled, 
certainly  never  surpas&ed,  after  quoting  tbe  abo>'e- 
menttoned  passage,  says,  *'  Amidst  the  contrariety  of 
opinions   what   path    must   the    young   practitioner 
pursue  ?     I  entertain  a  favorable  idea  of  all  these 
authorti,  yet  it  is  impossible  that  I  should  think  them 
all  right  in  these  discordant  sentiments.    If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  judge  from  my  oa'n  experience,  I  must 
conclude  tbis  matter  has  been  carried  to  an  extreme 
on  both  sides."    He  reUtes  two  cases  in  wblcfi  bleed* 
ing  was  followed  by  a  speedy  reduction  of  the  hernia. 
On  the  whole,  Mr.  Hey's  experience  leads  him  to 
concur  to  far  with  Mr.  Willmer  and  Mr.  Allaucony 
as  to  declare,  that  bleeding  has  generally  failed  to 
procure  a  reduction  of  the  strangulated  intestioe,  but 
he  does  not  agree  with  tbe  former  gentleman,  in 
thinking  that  it  generally  renders   the   subsequent 
operation  more  dangerous.     During  my  attendance  at 


lails  to  give  relief,  the  bowels  remain  constipated,    St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  I  saw  cases  of  straoguUted 
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in  foiMf  •iMl  robtttt  tulijeeu,  to  vhicli 
fclecilng  frcH^  tlw  arm  wai  practiMd  prerlodt  to  ao 
'mftr^tm  Ming  done,  ttud  the  patient  recorered 
"vrttliMit  <^  '^"d  symptom  ;  perhapt  they  might  hav« 
wam^^nd  eqaally  wall  if  the  venesection  had  not  been 
jj^ra^tiaed;  nerertbeless,  I  attribute  the  reoorery^  in 
^.  groat  measare»  to  the  plan  ol  treatment  adopted. 
In  Cases  I,  If,  and  VIII,  it  was  practised  with  apparent 
aidcaiBtage. 

The  treatment  after  tbe  operation  in  the  present  age 
■ditfem  materially  from  that  used  in  former  times.  I 
Siere  remark  that  tbe  oases  first  related  wera  sttl^ted 
«o  A  different  phin  of  treatment  to  that  pursued  in  tbe 
mvtMeqnent  ones.  Aperients  were  gtren  in  a  few  hours 
4Aer  <tfae  operation  with  a  view  to  procure  evAcuatioi^ 
from  the  bowels,  but  seldom  succeeded,  and  it  is  Very 
<^imsiiona'b1e  whether  tbey  were  e^'en  beneBcial .  Surely 
«t  k  wiore  comroon*8ense  practice  to  allow  the  system 
i<ime  to  recorer  from  the  combined  effects  of  §  4ia* 
lease,  and  a  painful  operation,  and  to'  gin* 
Carlheire»establisbment  of  tbe  ctrcohrtioo  in  tbe 
fban  to  irritate  an  already  irriuble  and  perhaps 
•intestine,  by  the  exhibition  of  aperient 
mMiicmes,  which  can  scarcely  fail  to  excite  vomiting 
muB  fiattsea.  The  opportunities  afforded  me  of  wit. 
mnsiing  tbe  effects  of  the  one  pUn  as  compared  wit|i 
tSm  ^otheo  are  such  as  to  impress  my  mind  with  tbe 
mnperiorlty  of  the  soothing  and  sedative  method. 
Piugative  medicines  and  enen^au  are  seldom  required 
^Bitfmg  the  first  iLirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
VerliMrfttemie  «f  an  operation  -,  as  a  geneml  rule  tht  less 
mre^ihe  (better. 

It  would  be  far  more  to  the  advantage  «id  the  well- 
aoiag  of  our  patirnto,  if  we  were,  in  this  as  well  aa  in 
-other  diseases,  content  to  look  09  and  watch  them  wiih 
AJeailMis«ye,  and  iniiute  and  assist  the  eifortM  which 
emtare  makes  for  the  reparation  of  dinease,  than  as  too 
#>fteo  iuppens,  frustrate  her  operations  by  injudicious 
tand  meddling  interference.  The  treatment  generally 
miost  j^pprqprUte  is  to  give  a  full  dose  of  calomel  and 
«IMiim,  and  repeat  it  according  to  drcumsUnces,  and 
if  the  bowels  do  not  act  spontaneously  within  forty- 
«cgbt2]OHrs  after  the  performance  of  the  operation,  if 
'tbe^emach  will  bear  it,  to  give  a  dose  of  cnstor  oifin 
A««iUble  vehicle.  If  this  does  not  operate  in  the  course 
^  lareire  hours,  a  common 'enema  seldom  fails  to 
fkrodoce  the  desired  effect,  provided  no  iofUmroatory 
msiwn  exists  in  the  abdominal  cavity.  Under  such  cir- 
<oi»etJiJices  te^pereecere  in  tbe  use  of  purgaiires  would 
fte  tisefesf,  our  .enefigies  should  be  directed  towards 
veH^dng  >such  iadammation.  Venrscction  to  any 
cxteatis^eiaom  required,  and  is  not  well  borne  after 
CUs-er  any  <ot1ier  operation.  Leeching  the  abdomen, 
tfreelgr  foUwwed  by  efficient  fomentations,  will  answer 
flietter  than  the  abstraction  of  blood  from  the  arm.  In 
A  great  proporciw  of  cases  Calomel  and  opium  are 
iadispensabir. 


In  Caaee  VIII  and  XIV  It  will  h%  obeemd  fhM.  the 
descAit  of  the  testes  was  incompltle.  WheaenUedonto 
operate  nnder  such  curcnmatnnces,  it  becomea  p  matter 
for  consideration  what  course  ougbt  to  be  Adopted  ia 
regard  to  the  remoral  of  the  testicle.  In  Case  VIII,  tiM 
organ  was  psrtly  within  and  partly  witbonttheextenml 
abdominal  ring;,  aud  in  Case  XIV,  it  was  completeljr 
within  the  inguinal  canal ;  in  both  the  pressure  of  a 
truss  could  not  be  liorne^  consequently  tbe  patients  were 
exposed  to  tho  dmigers  of  tiie  Imrnia  becomiag  again 
strangulated.  Although  this  form  of  raptwo  bat  beea 
noticed  by  Fott,  Cloquet»  and  Lawrence,  and  more 
recently  by  Mr.  Teale,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  of 
these  able  surgeons  hare  pointed  out  the  line  of  prac- 
lice  which  ought  to  be  adopted  when  the'  operation  is 
requisite.  I  conclude  none  of  them  could  recommend 
the  extirpAtion  of  the  gland.  In  Case  XIV,  aUhoogH 
neitiiei;  testis  was  in  theacrotumy  tht  man  informed  me 
bavtti  the  reputed  father  0/  cbUdren, 

Caso  X  was  a  rery  interesting  and  cmbamistng  one ; 
the  symptooss  were  not  such  as  are  nsttally  observed  in 
cases  of  strangulafed  bertiia.  This  case^  with  the  suc- 
ceeding one,  will  more  i>roperiy  come  nnder  the  head 
of  obs'rncted  irreducible  bernU ;  in  both  tbe  contents 
of  tbe  sac  were  omentum  and  colon,  and  tbe  symptoms 
resembled  those  of  ileusj  and  were  probably  produced 
by  the  irritation  and  inflammation  of  tbe  contents  of 
the  sac,  for  in  neither  instance  did  tbe  symptoms 
undergo  any  alleviation  after  tbe  performance  of  the 
operation.  In  fact  the  gut  was  not  much  constricted ; 
nerertbeless,  if  either  bad  died  without  any  operative 
proceedlng'betog  attempted,  1  tWX^M  R9t  b«^  afluiHej 
the  surgeons  of  blame.  Whether  the  exhibition  of  the 
pare  mercury  was  reall^K  useful  I  am  unable  to 
determine;  certainly  tbe  effect  which  followed  was 
truly  marvellous,  and  the  bowels  were  immediately 
relieved. 

While  I  was  preparing  this  paper  for  pg^ii^tion. 
Case  XIII  presented  itself,  and  the  subject  of  the  opera, 
tion  was  tbe  oldest  patient  I  ever  ssw  submitted  to  the 
knife;  it  turned  out  |»erfectly  successful,  and  the  time 
occupied  for  the  healing  of  the  wound  was  unusually 
short. 


CASE    OF    LARYNGISMUS    STRIDULUS;   IN- 
HALATION  OF  iETHER:  RECOVERV. 

By  W.  E.  Imaok,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 

Suffolk  Hospiul. 

Master  J—,  aged  one  year,  a  very  fine  heakhy 
child,  but  of  full  habit  and  teething,  had  sufl^red  for 
several  days  with  repeated  attacks  of  crowing  iuspira* 
tion.  On  my  first  visit  I  found  hiui  apparently  per- 
fectly well;  before  I  left  the  house,  however,  he  had  a 
very  severe  atUck.  The  paroxysms  were  produced 
by  the  slightest  mental  irritation,  and  were  sometioies 
so  severe  that  be  appeared  quite  exhausted  and  in  a 
dying  ifite  for  a  considerable  x\mp  after  the  c^ssatf^n 
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of  the  ptraiytfli.  The  iaterity  of  the  att«ckf  daily 
iscmicd.  The  erovtag  braethittg  was  iieir  secceeded 
hf  e  net*  eloBOtt  M^ftp^hitkg  to  asphjrzia.  The  goina 
were  well  end  repeatedly  lanced ;  the  bowels  well 
relieved  bj  purgattre  medicioes ;  leeches  and  blister  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  nostard  to  the  legs,  hot  baths, 
and  cold  water  to  the  head  at  the  same  time,  with  other 
remedies,  were  used,  but  without  adrantage.  The 
sittacka  Increased  in  freqaency  and  seTerity.  At  length 
lie  bad  so  severe  ■  paroiysm  that  he  reasained  two 
anievtce  ead  a^idf  qvlte  nnabte  id  breathe.  His  lips 
.«ad  faee  were  purple;  pupils  dilated.  .  The  body 
became  covered  with  cold  pecspiration,  and  be  appeared 
-to  be  dying*  Hia  recovery,  from  this  frightful  attack 
waa  very  prolonged.  His  intellect  was  not  restored  till 
the  foliowtng  day.  It  was  now  agreed  to  apply  aether 
^to  the  nose  and  mouth  on  the  slightest  ir^roach  of 
lOpasm.  Two  days  after  this  attack  he  began  to  crow  as 
Jiefore,  and  every  appearance  of  a  severe  attack  pre* 
:flented  itself.    .Stber,  poured  on  sponge,  was  instantly 


eUldwmt  veil  again.  Pur  Jeer  dayatheapeavaieottrredy 
bet  were- instantly  overcome  by  the  sstbe.r-vapoiir»  and 
from  tlat  period  the  child  has  remained  free  from  an 
attack,  and  is  perfectly  well. 

I  will  not  offer  any  remarks  on  the  foregoing  fact^, 
but  merely  state  my  conjicUonj  that  the  Kther  was 
•greatly  influential  in  preventing  a  recurrence  of  the 
.dreadful  paroxysms  which  had  so  nciuiy  deprived  my 
Jittk  petient  of  Ufe. 

Bbry  St.  JSdmnnds,  May  22, 1847. 


Jfto^yital  VitpotU. 


ehildren,  fe«ir  of  whom  are  living;  had  jdifteult 
laboars  with  them  all,  especially  ipitb  the  last ,-  she  lost 
a  conaiderable  quantity  of  blood  ii^  her  last  labour; 
has  been  much  troubled  with  headache,  described 
as  if  "something  was  hammering  in^  her  head," 
accompanied  with  singing  in  the  ears  and  palpitations ; 
has  frequently  ** turned  faint;"  is  not  subject  to 
cough.    Has  had  ponltices  applied  lately. 

Preteni  S/afe.— There  is  a  large  ulcer,  rather  larger 
than  the  bottom  of  a  wiue-glass,  situated  in  ihk  right 
lembar  region,  about  three  inches  from  the  spine ;  it 
contains  a  mass  of  inortiAed  cellular  tissue,  of  a 
t^wnisb  grey  colour ;  the  integnnient  round  the  edgee 
of  the  ulcer  is  of  a  dusky-red  colour,  and  hae  a  peculiar 
feel*  like  that  of  brawn ;  the  ulcer  discharges  a  thin 
brownish  matter,  mixed  with  strings  of  a  yellowish 
colour;  she  complains  of  but  little  pain  in  it  now ;  it  is 
present  at  times  as  a  alight  gnawing  pain  ;  she  has  a  pale 
Hnssmic  look ;  pulse  90,  very  weak,  easily  compressible ; 
tongue  moist,  of  a  whitish  colour ;  she  complains  of  a 


applied  to  the  nose  and  month.    The  spasms  incseaae*:  .,asty  bttter  Utte  in  the  mouth ;  appetite  indilTerent ; 
for  a  few  seconda,  and  then  perfectly  eebsided,  and  ther  ^  bowela  open ;  sleeps  pretty  well  at  nig^i ;  also  cotaplains 
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CLINICAL  REPORTS  OP  SURGICAL  CASES 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OF  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESQ. 

By  PxTBR  HiNCKEs  Bird,  one  of  the  Resident 

Medical  Officers. 

iContinued  from  page  237.) 

Cass  XXIX. 

CARBUNCLX. 

Mary  Ann  Moss,  aged  42,  housewife,    married, 

admitted  August  11th,  1S46,  into  (he  Qneen^s  Hospiul, 

aiader  the  care  of  Mr.  Sands  Cos.    She  sutes  that 

'about  three  weeks  ago  she  first  perceived  a  circntn- 

■ecribed,  livid,  red  swelling  on  the  back,  she  opened  it 

with  a  needle,  hut  no  matter  came  out :   a  hard 

ifflRKiveable  scab  formed  over  it ;  it  gradually  increased 

«n  riacy  aad  caused  her  much  pain  ;  pain  described  as 

.gnawing,  pulling,  "  as  If  the  flesh  were  lorn  from  her ;" 

when  it  had  attained  the  sise  of  her  fist,  which  was 

•about  a  week  since,  ft  broke  into  a  number  of  small 

dwles,  which  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  whitish 

thia  matter,  the  pnin  being  considerably  relieved.    Her 

ftealth  has  been  very  indifferent  lately;  she  has  been 

la  a  week  condition  for  some  time ;   has  bad  ten 


of  heattag  pain  in  the  head ;  the  urine- was  of  a  light 
eoloor,  and  of  natural  quantity ;  it  was  examined  for 
augar  by  the  usual  tests,  but  not  a  trace  could  be 
,4iscovered. 

Ordered  to  hare  a  large  Unseed  poultice  applied 
three  times  a  da3-,  and  tke  following  mixture  :•— R. 
Decoct.  Cinchon.,  oz.  viij.;  Tinct.  Cinchon.,  oz.  ss. 
Mt  Sum.  02.  iss,  ter  die. 

14ih.  A  larg#  mass  of  mortified  cellukr  tiyue  was 
discharged  in  the  poultice  yesterday;  the  ulcer  dis- 
charges a  thin,  lightish-brown,  not offensire,  matter;  she 
feels  better ;  appetite  improved.    To  have  extra  diet. 

16th«  The  ulcer  is  quite  free  from  mortified  cellular 
•      •«.   and   presents   an    oaeven   deep   excavation. 

Ordered  to  *^**  ** *****  "**  ''***'  ^^  ^'"*'  *"**  covered 

hy  ftrlp.  of  Tdt«l».  y^'  -  "•  *•.  ^"  *•  «^«*« 

'"'on. 
of  the  woiod  In  rather  closer  appo».w  ..,    .    . 

R.  Quinn  Disolph.,  gr.  xij ;  Add.  Sulph.  o>*'.*    ,  ^  * 

AqusB  pursB,  os.  viij.    M.  Sum,,  oz.  iss,  ter  die#    •  ?'^- 

tioue  the  extra  diet. 

18th.  Peels  stronger;   appetite  rery  good ;  bowels 

regular;  tongue  clean ;  sleepe  well.  Continne  medicine. 

21st.  Improring;  tongue  clean;   pulse  stronger; 

bowels  open ;  complains  of  dull  pain  over  the  eye* 

.  j  brotvs.    Continue  medicine. 

24tb.  Getting  stronger;  no  pain  in  the  head;  is  not 
troubled  now  with  palpitations;  the  wouad  looks 
healthy,  and  is  filling  up. 

September  Ut.  Doing  well;  the  granulations  are 
rather  indolent;  health  good;  feels  stronger.  To  have 
the  ulcer  dressed  with  lint  dipped  in  a  solution  of 
sulphate  of  zinc. 

12th.  Much  smaller  since  last  report,  but  it  has  not 
made  much  progress  towards  healing  within  the  last 
few  daya.    Ordered  to  be  dressed  with  the  Lotto  Nigra. 

I8th.  Improring  rapidly. 

26th.  Quite  trell ;  -  health  much  improved ;  no  palpi« 
utiotts  nor  headache.    Discharged  cured. 

Anthrax,  or  common  carbuncle, resembles  furuaculua 
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in  being  attended  with  gangrene  of  the  subcataneoaa 
ctllolar  tissue;  it  is  remarkable  for  constituting  a 
dark,  red,  or  livid  swelling,  accompanied  by  burning 
keat,  pain  and  stiffness  in  the  part.  It  most  frequently 
occurs  in  those  parts  of  tiie  body  where  the  skin  is 
thickest,  and  abounds  most  in  those  processes  of 
cellular  tissue  which  are  described  by  Dupnytren*  as 
extending  between  its  areol».  Thus  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  the  backa  the  spaces  over  the  scapuls,  the  sides 
of  the  chest,  and  the  nates,  are  the  most  frequent  situa* 
tions  of  anthrax.  In  this  case  its  seat  was  in  the 
lumbar  region,  which  is  of  rather  rare  occurrence. 

According  to  Dr.  Carswell,t  the  great  acciimutation 
of  blood,  and  the  still  greater  and  rapid  effusion  of 
sero&ity  which  takes  place  in  the  circumscribed,  acute, 
inflammatory  affections,  produce  a  state  of  extreme 
indnratiOn  of  the  cellular  tissue,  a  greater  or  less  portion 
of  which,  being  thus  a»  if  strangulated,  dies  from  want 
of  nutrition,  becomes  separated  from  the  living  parts, 
and  is  expelled  in  the  form  of  a  grey  or  straw-coloured 
spongy  or  pulpy  mass,  through  an  opening  made  in  the 
skin  by  a  similar  process,  by  ulceration,  or  by  a  surgical 
operation.  Besides  the  production  of  gangrene  and 
disorganization  of  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tis^sue, 
there  is  sometimes  a  destruction  of  even  ihe^nttjacent 
muscles  and  deeper  textures. 

Carbuncle  is  mostly  seen  in  persons  beyond  the 
middle  period  of  life  whose  constitutions  have  been 
aeriously  impaired  by  some  cau.se.  In  this  case  the 
patient  was  past  40  yenri  of  age,  and  had  been  enfeebled 
by  the  number  of  children  s^he  lind  given  birth  to. 
The  carbuncle  also  was  here  of  tolerable  size ;  but 
cases  have  occurred  in  which  it  was  as  broad  as  a 
dinner  plate. 

As  this  disease  most  frequently  occurs  in  persons  of 
a  bad  constitution,  a  tonic  plan  of  treatment  must  be 
pursued  ;  bark,  wine,  and  a  nourishing  diet,  must  be 
given.  With  regard  to  the  local  treatment,  it  consista 
in  affording  a  free  escape  to  the  sloughs  and  matter ;  a 
crucial  incision  is  to  be  performed,  but  in  this  case  an 
opening  sufficiently  large  existed  for  the  escape  of  the 
mortified  cellular  tissue. 

•  "Clin.  Cbir.,"Vol.iT,p  109. 
t  '*Il]us(ra(ionsof  ibc  £tementarj  Forms  of  Disease,**  p./. 

PROVINCIAL 

j^^elKiral  &  ^urgual  S^ournal* 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  2,  1847. 


The  Quarterly  Return  of  Health  and  Mortality 
lately  issued  by  the  Registrar  General^  contains, 
M  usual,  much  valuable  information  connected 
with  the  public  health.  The  eAect  of  severe 
weather  is  strongly  marked,  and,  together  with 
the  high  price  of  provisions,  has  tended  greatly 
to  increase  the  mortality.  ^'  Winter,"  it  is 
observed  in  the  report,  ''appears  to  be  the 
season  so  which  it  is  most  natural  for  man  to 
die.  For  many  yeafs  the  number  of  deaths 
in  England  has  been  highest  in  the  winter,  and 


lowest  in  the  summer,  quarter.  In  the  summer 
quarter  of  1846,  the  reverse  was  obsenred ; 
the  mortality  was  greater  than  it  had  been  in 
any  quarter  of  the  seven  preceding  years;  and 
in  the  last  winter  quarter,  ending  March  31>. 
1847,  fifty'iix  ihtnuand  on€  hundred  and  fiv& 
persons  died  in  the  districts  which  nake  the 
returns;  a  number  greater  than  has  heett 
registered  in  any  corresponding  quarter,  aod 
six  thmisand  and  lhirty*five  above  the  eorrteted 
average." 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  winter  of '1945.0' 
was  remhrkable  for  its  mildness,  as  well  as  for 
the  smaller  amount  of  its  mortality ;  and  a  com«» 
parison  of  the  winter  quarter  (January  to  March,)- 
of  the  two  seasons,  1846  and  1847,  will  place- 
the  efPect  of  cold  on  the  mortality  in  a  still  more 
striking  point  of  view.  We  have  seen  that  the 
excels  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  quarter 
just  ended,  above  the  calculated  average  i» 
6.035 ;  the  decrease  in  the  corresponding  quarter 
of  the  year  1846,  was  5.359.  The  difference 
between  the  two  therefore  amounts  to  11,394,  or 
upwards  of  one  fifth  of  the  entire  moHality  oF 
t h e  se I  ected  distriets.  W h at ev er  effect,  ho  w trer,. 
the  sevt^rity  of  the  weather  may  have  had  im 
producing  this  large  increase  in  the  mortalitjr, 
the  number  of  deaths  cannot  but  Have  beets 
greatly  augmented  by  the  want  of  sufficieii^ 
nourii»hment  for  the  poorer  classes.  The  higia 
price  of  provisions  must  have  operated,  botb 
directly  in  a  diminution  of  the  supply  of  food, 
and  Indirectly  in  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  necessitous  to  procure  sufficient  clothing, 
fuel,  and  other  comforts,  necesaary  to  protect 
them  against  the  inclemencies  of  the  season* 
This  indirect  action  of  the  scarcity  has  per* 
haps  been  more  Immediately  felt  than  the- 
deficient  supply  of  food  itself,  as  the  increaaed 
mortality  appears  very  generally  to  have  beea 
owing  to  imflammatory  affections  of  the  longn 
and  bronchial  mocons  membrane,  the  effecta  or 
cold  on  the>  aged,  on  children,  and  -en  weakly 
persons,  &c. 

One  of  the  eauees  of  a  high  mortality  dwelt 
upon  at  considerable  length  in  the  Report, 
is  the  great  sacrifice  of  life,  and  of  infisni  life 
especial^,  from  the  want  of  sufficient  sanatory 
regulations  in  the  larger  towns.  The  injurious- 
effect  of  an  impure  atmosphere  on  the  health' 
of  the  metropolis  is  especially  dwelt  upon,  and 
the  distribution  of  this  atmosphere,  '^not  a' 
gas,  but  a  sort  of  atmosphere  of  organic  partkde^ 
undergoing  incessant  tratisformation;  perhapa 
like  m^aria,  not  odorons,  although  evolvedL 
at  the'  same  time  as  putrid  smells ;  suspended 
like  dust,  an  aroma,  vesicular  water  in  the 
air,  but  invisahlf,"  hanging  like  a  "dieeaae« 
mist,"  in  various  degress  of  density  ever  different. 
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ptrts  of  the  vast  city  and  its  extended  suburbs, 
if  forcibly  marked  out.  ''This  disease-mist, 
arisiDg  from  the  breath  of  two  millions  of 
pc(^le,  from  open  sewers  and  cess-pools,  graves 
and  slaughter  houses,  is  continually  kept  up 
and  undergoing  changes;  in  one  season  it  is 
perraded'by  cholera,  in  another  by  influenza; 
atone  time  jit  bears  small-pox,  measles,  scar- 
Istioa,  and  hoop&ng-coughamongyoungchildren ; 
St  another  it  carries  fever  on  its  wings.  Like 
as  angel  of  death  it  has  tlius  hovered  for 
centuries  over  London."  And  though  this 
diiease*misi  m  not,  perhaps,  to  be  altogether 
**  driven  away  by  Legislation,"  as  affirmed  in  the 
ssnguine  language  of  Uie  Report,— its  density, 
its  manifold  nozvoos  impregnations^  may  un- 
doubtedly be  lessened,  and  its  health-destroy- 
ing influences  circumscribed.  "  The  poisonous 
vipou^  may^t  Tin  part  at  least,]]  clear  away 
from  London,  and  from  all  the  other  towns  of 
the  kingdom  ;*'  and  "  some  of  the  sun^ine, 
pare  water,  fresh  air,  and  health  of  the  cMtry" 
beeome  also  the  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
towns. 

Before  concluding  these  observations,  we  would 
direst  attention  to  the  valuable  remarks  on  the 
weather  by  Mr.  GInisher,  of  the  Greenwich 
Observatory,  appended  to  the  return.  The 
severe  eold  experienced  in  the  week  ending  the 
14Ui  of  February,  and  the  extreme  degree  of 
tbis  on  the  12th,  in  certaia  districts  only,  was, 
aeeording  to  the  Report,  confined  to  a  zone,  the 
southern  limit  of  which  was  in  latitude  50^  45, 
and  tbe  northern  limit,  in  latitude  62^.  This 
eold  was  moat  severe  at  Uckfield,  the  ther- 
mometer falling  there,  according  to  the  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  Prince,  as  low  as  1^  ;  at  Blaekheath, 
tbe  lowest  point  of  the  thermometer  on  the  same 
day  was  6^,  at  Beckington,  in  Somersetshire,  6^, 
and  st  Romsey,  Hants,  as  appears  from  Mr. 
Biekell's  report,  published  in  this  Journal,  it 
was  €«.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  lo^vest 
pobt  of  the  thermometer  obaet  ved  during  the 
month,  hdlb  at  Sidmouth  and  Honiton,  was  on 
tbe  same  day  of  the  month,  the  12th,  though  the 
smonat  of  depression,  as  recorded  by  Dr, 
Cttllen  and  Mr.  Rogers,  was  very  different,  being 
ia  the  latter  place  to  IS^^,  and-in  the  former  not 
lewerthan  «1«  5.  ^ 

■■I        ■  -  _  _ 

^  Conatmeiion  and  Government  of  Lunatic  Asi/iumt 

.tfsrf  BospitttJs  fur  the  Insane,    By  John  CoNOLtv, 

M.D.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyaicians  of 

l^ndoD,  and  PhysiciAo  to   the  Middlesex  Asyltim 

tiH«aireU.   London :  1847.    Svo.pp.  183. 

Thia  if  m  small  and  onpretendiog  Tulume,  bat  at 

^  *>aM  time,  one  of  those  rare  prodoctiuna  which 


learea  little  of  material  import  unsaid  on  tho  aubjeet 
of  whiph  it  treat*,  and  contains  no  redandanciea,  either 
of  matter  or  ezpreastou.  .  Tho  enlightened  viewa  known 
to  be  entertained  by  Dr.  ConoUy,  on  the  aubjeet  of 
the  management  of  the  inaano,  the  deep  attention 
which  be  has  paid  to  the  subject,  and  the  genoine 
benefolenee  which  his  pubtiahed  aentimonta,  hia  pabUc 
acta,  and  hia  private  intereoarae  alike  evince,  ren^sr 
auch  a  treatise  as  the  work  before  us  a  work  of  no 
ordinary  interest.  The  intereat  is  not  confined  to  tlie 
physician,  but  most  be  equally  participated  in  by  the 
general  philanthropist,  the  magistrate,  and  the  public 
at  large.  Happily  it  is  unoeceaaary  in  these  days 
to  dwell  on  the  general  truth  and  practicability  of 
thoae  humane  principlea  in  the  management  of  tho 
insane,  the  working  of  wbicb,  the  labours  of  Dr. 
Conolly  have  so  much  ccntrlbated  to  advance;  but 
there  are  numerous  minor  polnta  which  yet  require 
consideration  connected  with  tbe  best  mode  of  carrying 
these  principles  into  operation,  and  on  these  the  present 
work  afiitrds  much  valuable  information  and  instruction. 
By  those  to  whom  the  general  and  medical  treatment 
of  the  insane  is  confided,  the  opinions  of  Dr.  ConoUy 
cannot  but  be  perused  with  great  interest,  and  the  cor- 
rectness and  applicability  of  his  fiews  will  be  tested  by 
the  results  of  their  own  experience.  But  there  are 
persons  whoso  doty  it  is  no  lea  to  investigate  the 
several  questions  connected  with  tbe  management  of 
asylums  for  the  reception  of  insane  patients,  who  have 
no  previous  instruction  on  the  subject,  neither  from 
practical  exprrleoce  nor  education.  To  ccunty  magis- 
trates particularly  such  information  as  is  here  conveyed 
is  of  -great  importance,  and  we  trust  that  the  valuable 
observations  of  tbe  author  will  have  extensive  circula- 
tion  among  the  magistracy  of  the  c:>nntry,  that  while 
all  doe  economy  in  the  appropriation  of  public  funds 
to  the  care  of  the  insane  ia  practiaed,  no  miaerable  par- 
simony  may  be  suffered  to  cripple  the  efficiency  of  a 
system  of  general  management,  which  has  converted 
the  receptaolea  for  lunatics  from  gloomy  and  deaolate 
prisons,  into  cheerful  habitations,  into  hospitals  for  tbe 
onrable,  and  into  places  of  refuge  and  homes  for  thoae 
wboae  mental  condition  admita  not  of  restoration  to 
health. 

Tbe  following  eloquent  passage  in  which  the  duties 
of  the  Superintendent  are  briefly  summed  ttp»  glowea 
with  the  purest  sentiments  of  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence, and  in  every  sentiment  will  be  recognized  by  our 
readers  th?  impress  of  tbe  author's  mind  :— 

•*  None,"  says  D-.  ConoUy,  •*  but  thpse  who  live 
among  the  insane  can  fuUy  know  the  pleasures  which 
arise  from  imparting  trifling  aailsfactions  to  Impaired 
minds ;  none  else  can  appreciate  tbe  reward  of  seeing 
reason  returning  to  a  mind  long  deprived  of  it ;  none 
else  'can  folly  know  the  value  of  diffusing  comfort, 
aad  all  tho  blessings  of  orderly  life,  among  those  who 
would  either  perish  without  care,  or  each  of  whom 
would,    if  out  0/   the    Asylum,  be   tormented    or  a 
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tormenter.  Constant  intercoorae  and  constant  kindnegs 
can  alone  obtain  their  entire  confidence ;  and  this 
confidence  is  the  Tery  Itejrstone  of  all  snocessful 
management. 

^  lliDs  living,  and  thus  occupied,  the  director  will 
learn  to  lore  bis  pepple,  with  all  their  infirmitiet, 
which  are  their  afflictions.  The  Asjlam  is  his  world. 
The  palwiits  are  bis  friends  ;  bumble,  but  not  without 
even  dencate  consideration  for  others j  wayward,  bat 
aot  malignant,  except  when  cruelty  exasperates  tbcmj 
capricious,  but  not  ungrateful  ;  distruitful,  but  to  be 
won  by  candoar  and  truth  ;  disturbed  and  grievously 
afflicted,  but  not  dead  to  some  of  tho  best  and  purest 
affections.  He  will  almost  regard  his  patients  as  his 
children;  their  cares  and  their  joys  will  become  his; 
and,  homanly  spealing,  his  whole  heart  will  be  given 
to  them." 

VYoeecBinge  of  £  octettes* 

BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

March  6tli,  1847. 
Dr.  Flbtcher  in  the  Chair. 

'     TUBBRCULA&  StSEASB    OF   TBS    PBKITONEUU, 

Mr.  F.  Elkington  presented  to  the  Society  a  spcciniCB 
of  tubercular  dl^ase  of  tbe  peritoneal  coat  of  tlie- 
stomach,  and  gare  tLe  following  history  of  the  case: — 

Margaret  Rubins,  65  years  of  age»  a  native  of  Wales, 
came  to  England  when  16  years  of  age.  Her  mother 
died  in  a  fit  at  the  age  of  23.  Her  father  died  when 
she  was  about  four  years  of  age,  of  an  acute  disease. 
Has  been  married  twice;  her  first  husband  died  eight 
years  after  their  marriage.  In  1813  she  was  married 
to  her  second  buslMnd,  who  died  of  lupufi,  in  MMrch, 
1846.  From  her  account  it  appears  that  she  had 
during  early  life,  an  attack  of  pleuritis,  and  two  large 
abscesses  just  abore  the  crest  of  the  right  ileum, 
the  cicatrices  of  which  are  still  remaining.  Has 
never  had  scarlet  fever,  typhus  fe\*er,  small  ^ox,  &c. 

August  Ist.  1846.  She  considers  the  present  com- 
plaint to  he  of  about  six  years'  standing,  daring  which 
period  the  following  symptoms  seem  to  have  been 
gradually  increasing  in  severity -.^Violent  spaflmodic 
pain  in  the  side  (sometimes  the  right,  and  at  others  the 
left,)  on  the  slightest  exertion,  or  on  taking  certain 
articles  of  food ;  a  sensation  of  pain  after  eating^  and 
tomHimts  vomitings  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
constipation,  and  depression  o^  spirits.  Present  ap- 
pearance is  as  follows  :«-Cotfii/eiiance  exhibiu  great 
anxiety  of  mind ;  cheeks  depressed  *,  features  contracted, 
with  slight  hectic  flush  npon  the  malar  bones.— Thn^tie 
coated  with  a  deep  white  fur  in  the  cenre,  and  a 
brownish  one  round  the  inargiiis,  iremuUnte.-^PuUe 
106,  small  and  comprenible.—C^ef/^sonnd,  healthy ; 
no  cough  nor  pain  over  the  region  of  the  cheat ;  heart's 
action  quick  but  natural.— .<16<fomeii :  no  taroonr  to 
be  discovered  by  the  hand;  compUins  of  Tioient  pain 
OTer  the  whole  region  of  the  stomach,  increased  upon 
pressure ;  constipated  bowels ;  scanty  higb-coloored 
urine. 

Tretffmen/.— I  ordered  eight  leechei  to  be  applied 
over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  and  after  their  removal  1 


a  blister,  a  saline  mixture  every  four  homv,  with  twit> 
pills  composed  of  Pil.  Hydrarg .,  Extr.  Colocyntli.^  et 
Hyoscyamus,  at  ted- time.  By  this  treatment  the  pain* 
over  the  stomach  became  much  diminished,  and  by 
omitting  the  saline  medicines,  and  giving  tontcay. 
(vegetable,)  together  with  the  pills,  her  general  health 
was  much  improved,  and  after  three  weeks  .from  the- 
time  of  my  first  visit,  she  requested  me  to  let  her  gt> 
to  Tamworth.  This  request  was  complied  with,  and  I 
lost  ^ight  of  her  until  asked  to  see  her  in  Febmaryr 
1847,  when  I  found  her  in  a  dying  state,  with  sup* 
preuiou  of  urine,  distended  abdomen,  and  vomitingr 
of  foetid  matter.  She  died  three  days  after  thisir 
and  on  the  fourth  day  I  performed  the  poet-mortem 
examination. 

At  the  particnlar  reqvest  of  her  friends,  the  abdomen 
alone  was  opened.  External  appearances :  — The  whole 
of  the  body  extremely  emaciated ;  cheeks  sunken ;. 
abdomen  enormously  distended.  On  the  left  side 
abore  the  crest  of  the  ilium  were  two  large  c^trices,. 
which  had  been  evidently  formed  by  the  healing  of 
abscesses.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  at  least  a 
gallon  of  fluid  was  eracuated  from  between  the  layers 
of  the  omentum.  On  examination  superiorly,  the 
liver  appeared  of  full  size,  of  rather  darker  colour  than 
imtural,  overlapping  the  stomach,  which  appeared 
contracted  to  the  size  of  the  closed  fist.  The  gall- 
bladder was  full  of  bile,  which  was  of  a  natural  colour, 
and  on  making  a  section  into  the  liver  it  preaented* 
the  appearance  usually  seen  in  what  is  termed  a 
nutmeg  liver.  Nothing  else  remarkable  was  observed 
in  this  organ.  The  stomach  was  surrounded  and 
firmly  adherent  to  the  gastro-hepatic  omentum,  which, 
presented  a  scirrhous  appearance,  with  little  spots  of 
tubercular  matter  of  a  pinkish  colour  interspened  in. 
various  places.  After  separating  the  stomach  from  lt9> 
attachn»ents  at  the  pyloric  and  oesophageal  extremities^ 
and  rerooviug  the  omentum  as  far  as  was  practicable,. 
the  most  remarkable  feature  was  its  extremely  con- 
tracted size;  hardness  on  its  external  surface;  both 
anteriorly  and  posteriorly  were  large  deposits  of  a 
pinkish  colour,  one  in  particular  posteriorly,  and  nearly 
the  size  of  a  nut,  which  at  this  period  had  quite  a 
calcareous  appearance  ;  the  internal  surface  presented 
the  same  appearances  as  in  the  specimen.  The  small 
intestines  from  the  duodenum  to  the  extremity  of  tlie 
ileum,  presented  quite  a  dark  appearance,  vhi^  oo 
more  minute  examination  appeared  to  be  owing  to 
deposits  similar  to  that  on  the  coats  of  tho  atowach. 
The  colon  was  empty  and  had  these  deposits  only  in  ita 
transverw  portion ;  none  were  discovered  in  the  rectnns. 
The  spleen  waa  in  a  natural  state,  wiibont  depoiiti ;. 
nor  were  any  diacoverahle  in  the  pancreas  which  also- 
aianmed  its  natural  appearance.  The  kidneys  were 
of  the  usual  size,  very  firm  and  hard  to  the  touch ;  mi 
making  a  transverse  incision  the  pelves  appealed 
dilated,  and  no  diatinci  line  of  deosaication  couM  be 
traced  between  the  cortical  and  mednllary  portions^ 
for  the  former  encroached  on  the  latter,  and  one  was 
blended  with  the  otlier  The  ureters  were  meek 
dilated,  hot  more  at  the  tenal  than  the  cystic  extremi* 
ties.  The  coau  of  the  hkdder  were  thidcer  thna 
natural,  bat  no  depotiu  conld  he  traced  on  iheA 
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aaflar  to  tboie  in  tbe  other  fiscera.  The  oterns  was 
not  evened.  Tlie  peritODeum  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
abdomen  was  healthy;  the  lower  or  pelvic  portion 
contained  the  pinkish  deposits,  easily  recognized  after 
being  washed  in  water. 

OBTURATOR   HERNIA. 

Mr.  Hill  brought  before  the  meeting  a  sketch  of  a 
hernia  of  the  obturator  foramen,  and  gave  the  fol* 
lowing  description  of  the  case  :-— 

Ann  Mills,  aged  72,  an  unmarried  female,  of  spare 
habit,  was  suddenly  seised  on  Friday,  18th  of  February 
last,  whilst  at  dinner,  with  a  feeling  of  depression, 
which  obliged  her  to  lie  down.  She  did  not  then  com- 
plain of  much  pain,  but  gradually  became  worse  until 
the  following  Tuesday,  when  I  was  requested  to  see 
her.  I  found  her  suffering  from  obstinate  constipation, 
accompanied  with  romiting  and  great  depression.  She 
complained  also  of  tenderncM  in  the  belly,  referred 
chiefly  to  the  right  iliac  region.  There  was  no  fullness 
in  either  groin  nor  in  the  left  lumbar  region.  Slie  gradu- 
ally became  worse ;  she  fomited  matter  acquiring  a 
stercoraceous  character,  and  at  last  haring  a  black 
colour.    She  died  on  Friday,  the  25tb. 

On  examination  poti  mortem^  we  foond  tbe  small 
intestines  much  distended,  and  on  tracing  them  down- 
wards, the  band  was  directed  to  tbe  right  obturator 
foramen,  into  (rhicb  a  small  knuckle  of  the  ileum  had 
passed.  Tbe  portion  strangulated  did  not  comprise  the 
whole  calibre  of  tbe  gut,  but  the  obstruction  to  tbe 
passage  of  its  contents  was  complete.  The  intestine 
aboTc  this  part  was  gangrenous,  and  burst  on  the 
slightest  pressure.  Below  the  constricted  portion  the 
canal  was  quite  empty. 


Dr.  Shearman  exhibited  Dr.  Simpson's  initnimenCft 
for  the  exploration  of  the  uterus. 

iBTHBR-INHALATIOK. 

Mr.  Law  exhibited  a  portable  apparatus  for  the* 
inhalation  of  sether,  registered  by  Atlee  and  Company.  ■ 

Mr.  Michlethwait  read  from  the  "Veterinarian**  for 
April,  1847,  an  account  of  an  experiment  with  nther 
rapour  on  a  horse,  conducted  by  Messrs.  Henderson 
and  Cherry,  which  terminated  fatally  in  six  minutes* 
Tbe  diaphragm  and  aorta  at  its  commencement  wera- 
both  ruptured,  but  the  case  was  of  general  interest*  a» 
bearing  upon  the  subject  of  Bther-inhalation. 

CASR  OF  MANIA. 

Mr.  Ray  detailed  the  particulars  of  a  case  of  mania» 
occurring  in  a  lady,  aged  about  30.  Tbe  mania  appeared 
to  be  the  result  of  anxiety  and  distress,  resulting  from* 
the  illness  and  death  of  an  intimate  friend,  to  whont' 
a  promise  was  made  of  a  strict  obserrance  of  religions 
duties,  and  the  delusion  consisted  in  the  idea  that  she 
had  broken  tbe  promise,  and  was  condemned  in  con* 
sequence,  to  exposnre  in  a  state  of  midity,  without  food,, 
in  the  open  streets.    AH  tbe  functions  were  healthy. 
All  reasoning  was  fruitless.    But  tbe  use  of  blisters,, 
and  tartar  emetic  both  inwardly  and  externally,  pro- 
dtfoed  in  lire  da3rs  the  desired  effect.    The  case  was- 
of  interest  inasmuch  as   the  mania  yielded   to  the- 
treatment  much  more  rapidly  than*  might  hare  been* 
expected,  or  than  is  usual.    The  patient  has  since 
continued  perfectly  well. 

Dr.  Shearman  read  a  paper  "  On  Certain  Non- 
malignant  Tumoursof  tbe  Uterus,'*  which  he  illustrated 
by  microscopic  dranrings  made  by  Dr.  Branson.  This 
paper  will  appear  in  another  number  of  the  Journal. 
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Sixth  Session.— Fourteenth  Meeting,  April  1,  1817. 
The  Prrsident  in  the  Chair. 

SCIRRHOUS   tJTSRUS. 

Dr.  Branson  exhibited  a  scirrhous  uterus  wbicli 
Jiad  been  sent  to  the  Museum  of  the  Infirmary  by  Mr. 
Boddington,  of  Chesterfield.  The  patient  complained 
of  leucorrhflsa  two  years  ago,  but  last  July  it  was 
found  to  be  carcinomatous  disease.  Tbe  pain  was 
Qsnsoally  serere  and  required  most  powerful  anod)*nes. 
She  died  very  much  attenuated.  On  inspection  tbe 
oa  XkXitn  was  scarcely  implicated.  Tbe  patient  was 
Ibrfy  years  of  age  and  had  borne  six  children. 

2fBC«0B»  OF  TBB  ACROMION  8CAP0LJE, 

Mr.  H.  Jaekaon  exhibited  a  portion  of  necrosed 
acromion,  remored  from  the  shoulder  of  k  man  aged 
27,  by  trade  a  comb-maker,  bat  wiio  had  for  six  years 
been  a  sailor.  About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  shoulder,  which  he  took  to  be 
rhcnnsatism,  and  nsed  stimnlaiing  liniments  with 
ttnsporary  relief.  Aboat  eight  months  ago  be  rubbed 
it  with  hot  tmrpentine  and  miiatard»  which  produced 
vlcccatiOBy  aad  seiwral  small  portions  of  bone  came 
away.  Tbe  ulcers  then  deairiaed,  hot  aboat  three 
noDtho  ago  re>opeaed,  and  the  bone  then  became 
cxppwdy  and  finally  abovt  an  inckwas  remored. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE. 
ACADEMIE    DES  SCIENCES,  PARIS. 

March  22nd. 

JSrBER  INJKCTBD  INTO  THE  ARTBRIES. 

M.  Floorens  related  experiments  in  which  he  injected' 
«lber  into  the  arteries.    He  states  that  it  does  not 
produce  the  phenomena  of  wtherizationf  and  that  neither 
does  the  injection  of  ssther  by  the  stomach.    This  he 
has  repeatedly  ascertained. 

ACTIOar  OF  JETR BUBAL  TAPOOR  COUPARBO  WITH  THAT 
OP  TDB   NON-RBSPIRABIX    GASBS. 

MM.  Preisser  and  Malays,  of  Rouen,  related  expert- 
ments  to  prore  that  a  cessation  of  tbe  pulmonary 
changes  of  tbe  blood  is  tbe  explanation  of  ethereal 
insensibility.  They  hare  aseertained^-I.  That  arte- 
rial blood  always  becomes  dark  under  the  effects  o£ 
other.  2.  That  this  change  precedes  the  insensibility. 
9.  That  after  the  ttthereal  inhalation  was  suspended, 
tbe  arterial  colour  of  the  blood  is  restored  previous  to 
the  retom  of  sensibility. 

In  order  to  determine  whether  the  mere  priration 
of  oxygen  is  sufficient  to  produce  insensibility,  they 
caused  animals  to  inhale  nitrogen,  protoxide  of  nitrogen,. 
kc^  and  found  that  in  all  iDsenstblKty  was  preceded  by 
a  dark  colour  of  the  arterial  blood,  and  that  a  return  toi* 
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its  Bormal  colour  preceded  the  return  to  seusibUitj. 

From    these    data   tfaej    decide    that    aiher  simplj 

asphyxiates. 

March  89th. 

irOUKBS  OF  THE  STOMACH  CONSIDERED  IN  REFEKENCE 
TO   THE    OPERATION     OF  OASTROTOIIT. 

M.  SedUlot  presented  a  memoir  in  which  he  not  only 
maintained  the  carabilitj,  but  the  harmlessness  of 
wounds  of  the  stomach,  when  made  with  proper  pre- 
cautions. The  operation  of  opening  the  stomsch, 
and  malting  a  permanent  fistula,  has  been  proposed  in 
cases  of  obstruction  of  the  oesophagus. 

The  meeting  was  subsequently  occupied  by  somo 
unimportant  communications  on  seiher. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ACADEMIE  DE  MEDECINE,  PARIS. 

March  S3rd. 

INBALATION   OF  MTBEtL, 

M.  Blandin  occupied  the  attention  of  tba  meeting 
with  a  retrospect  of   the  eaperience  connected  with 
4Biher-inhalation.      As  many  others  hare  done,    he 
considered  the  effect  of  nthtr  to  be  analogous  to  that 
of  alcoholj  and  admits  with  Longet  st* parate  steps  in 
the  insensibility.    In  the  first,  he  maintains  that  there 
is  always  a  certain  amonnt  of  excitement.    In  the 
aeoond  insensibility  declares  itself  in  a  marlteU  degree; 
the  patient  experiences  a  sensation  of  weight  in  the 
head,  giddiness,  and  noises  in  the  ears.    In  some, 
prostration  is  complete ;  in  others  a  tetanic  spasm  is 
indacad.     Somo  shed  tears ;  others  exhibit  a  mental 
emotion  indicated  by  smiles.    At  this  time  the  influence 
of  the  ctlier  is  co^ifioed  to  the  cerebral  lobes;   the 
patients  are  still  sensible  to  pain,  but  on  emerging  from 
4he  iBthereal  trance  they  liare  lost  all  memorv  of  it. 
In  the  third  period,  that  of  ^tlherizalton  of  Ike  proluOer- 
•Cftcty  of  Longet,  the  scene  changes;    excitement  is 
succeeded  by  insensibility,  the  life  of  rvlatiot^  is  sus. 
pended,  reflex  action  is  abolished,  the  pulse  is  lowered, 
the  blood  loses  Its  florid  colour.    This  is  the  extreme 
point  to  wUch  tha  inhalation  can  be  carried  a  ith  safety ; 
.  but  the  condition  may  be  prolonged  by  management, 
or  the  patient  may  be  allowed  to  reoorer  himself,  in 
whlfh  latter  case  he  passes  reversely  through  the  same 
•atagas.    If,  continueslM.  Blandin,  wo  are  to  believe 
the  flfst  experimenters  with  c»lher,none  but  pleasurable 
aensatlODs  are  excited ;  bat  we  cannot  deny  that  the 
contrary  is  fn^uently  the  case.    It  is  certain,  bow. 
etar,  thai  the  ssthereal  delusions,  are  ofien  in  correspond 
dence  with  the  ages  and  oircumstancea  of  the  patient : 
tlie little  child  draamaof  iu  playthiogs;-*the  lascivious 
woman  beliayas  herself  in  tha^  embraces  of  her  lover, 
and  her  motions  not  unfreqnently  indicate  the  sensntioas 
-of  venereal  et4nyfflent;~the  religious  eutliasiasSdfpams 
•that  she  is  in  heaven,  dec,  &c.    Be  it  as  it  may,  the 
affect  is  transie&ti  though  not  so  transient  as  is  supposed. 
In  fact,  the  fluids  and  solids  are  penetrated  with  the 
rather,  as  the  breath  and  urine    testify  msny  hours 
after.    In  some  eases  we  have  known  headache  persist 
daring  the  day,  and  in  others  we  have  seen  so  much 
<«erebral  congestion  as  to  require  bIood*letting. 


M.  Blandin  proposes  two  questions  of  paramount 
importance,  viz. :«— 1.  Caa  death  be  produced  by  the 
inhalation  of  etlher  f  2.  Is  the  fatal  event  far  removed 
from  the  point  of  obsolete  senaibifUy,  It  is  impossible, 
he  say*,  to  doubt  that  the  former  question  may  ba 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  fact  is  proved  by 
physiological  experiments,  that  if  the  action  of  the 
sBtherbe  carried  beyond  aeeruin  point,  the  respiratory 
tract  is  paralysed  and  death  ensues.  In  answer  to  the 
second  question,  M.  Blandin  remarks,  that  !n  rabbKa, 
perseverance  in  inbalatioii  for  fbur  or  six  minutea  after 
complete  insensibility,  destroys  life. 


MEDICAL  REOISTRATION  BILL. 

TO  THE   EDITOR  OF  THE    PROVINCIAL    UEDICAL    AND 

St'ROICAL    JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

As  au  old  member  of  the  Provincial  Association, 
may  I  be  permitted  to  aslc  you  to  insert  in  an  early 
number  of  the  Journal,  the  lollowing  brief  observations 
upon  the  slate  of  tho  medical  profession,  both  in 
relation  to  iu  benefits  towards  the  public,  as  well  as  to 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  science  of  medicine  and 
surgery. 

I  consider  the  present  ,time  one  peculiarly  adapted 
for  every  member  of  the  medical  and  surgical  prores«> 
aion,  to  offer  his  conscientious  opinions  upon  the  present 
state  cf  his  profeasiun,  and  that,  without  the  fear  or 
inuution  of  giving  offence  to  any  one.  1  am  quite 
aware  that  it  is  a  subject  that  may  give  umbrage  to 
some  parlies,  however  guarded  one  may  be  in  giving 
vent  to  one's  feelings.  The  numerous  and  conflicting 
iutereats  and  opinions  of  the  profession  are  such,  that 
it  is  bpset  en  all  sides  with  great  difliculties,  but  if  wo 
all  consider  the  suiject  as  one  in  irhicb  the  public  are 
intimately  interested,  and  argue  that  it  is  for  their 
benefit,  it  will  in  a  great  measure  divest  it  of  any 
feeUag  of  self'intereat. 

No  one  will  doubt  for-  a  moment,  that  society  must 
derive  a  much  greater  advantage,  if  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession  are  thoroughly  well 
educated.  It  must  therefore  be  most  desirable  that 
nous  should  be  allowed  to  practise  but  those  who  are 
legally,  and  at  the  same  time  practicallyi  well  fitted ; 
and  what  will  tend  to  accompHsh  such  an  end  but  a 
strict  registration,  combined  with  an  examination,  so 
that  every  one  who  enters  the  profession,  shall  be  both 
theoretically  and  practically  educated,  of  which  the 
public  should  have  some  guarantee.  The  Bill  racently 
inlroJuced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Wakley« 
contains  everything  that  will  uliimately  accomplish 
that  end.  There  are  certain  influential  bwdies  that  no 
doubt  will  be  opposed  to  such  a  system;  because  it  will 
tend  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  profession  generally, 
the  public  will  feel  more  confident  in  their  usual 
medical  attendant,  which  would  interfere  very  much 
with  the  private  iuterests  of  those  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  public  institutions  of  this  country. 
But,  in  a  public  point  of  view,  private  interests  ought 
not  to  weigh  one  atom  in  the  scale.  As  far  as  the  legis- 
lation is  concerned,  anything  and  everything  that  tends 
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to  raiM  the  staadard  of  the  profoMioa  Jd  tbii  country, 
would  confer  a  great  bleating  on  the  public,  and  par. 
ticularlj  upon  the  middle  and  poorer  portions,  which 
fonn  at  leait  two-third«  of  the  whole.    Ought  not  the 
sugoon  who  is  about  to  practise  in  the  remote  parts  of 
EaglMid,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  to  be  as  wall  informed 
aa  he  who  practises  in  any  of  the  cities  or  large  towns  f 
The  middle  and  poorer  classes  bave  not  the  means  of 
applying  to  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  the  leading 
men  in  the  profession  5  and  pray  what  is  to  become  of 
them!    Are  they  to  be  permitted  to  suffer  and  die, 
beeause  the  private    interesu  of   a    few  influential 
persons  connected  with  oor  public  institutions  would  be 
interfered  with  f    If  erery  medical  man  was  thoroughly 
well  qualified  to  practise,  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of 
■o  much  importance  to  the  poor,  who  require  medical 
and  surgical  attendance  under  thQ  Poor  Law,  for  then, 
in  all  probability,  union  medioal  officers  would  be 
sufficiently  well  paid,  to  do  justice  to  the  cases  under 
their  care;  bat  as  the  law  now  stands,  there  is  toojxyMti 
reason  to  believe  that  much  suffering,  as  well  as  the 
loas  of  many  valuable  lires,  is  constanUy  occasioned 
by  the  present  mode  of  dealing  with  union  meaical 
officers.      It    therefore   becomes  the  duly  of   every 
medical  practitioner  to  rally  round  the  greatest  bene- 
factor both  to  the  pub:ic,  and  to  the  profession,  by 
petiUoning  and  by  explaining  to  the  various  members 
of  Parliament,  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House.    It  has  already  been  assailed,  and 
every  nerve  will  be  exerted  by  the  insUtutions  of  this 
country  to  oppose  its  passing  into  a  law;— and  for  what 
xeason  f    Simply  because  such  a  Bill  would  go  far  to 
equalize  the  standard  of  the  professsion,  and  do  away 
with  the  necessity  of   having  recourse  to   expensive 
consuluUons.    It  therefore  becomes  a  question  as  much 
for  the  consideration  of  tho  public,  as  of  the  profession; 
and  I  hope  that  every  scientific  practitioner  will  spare 
neither  time  nor  pains  to  forward  the  passing  of  the 
Bf  edical  llegistraiion  and  amended  Medical  Bill. 
I  Jim,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  BOITOMLEY. 
Croydon,  May  20, 1S47. 


TOTAL  ABSTINENCE  AND  MEDICAL 
TESTIMONY. 

TO  THE   BDITOR   Or  TH«  Pa0VINCrA.L  MEDICAL  AKD 

8u&gical  jounal. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  observations  on  a 
letter  by  Mr.  Edward  Humpage,  of  Bristol,  in  your  last 
somber. 

The  position  which  in  my  former  letter  I  ventured  to 
defend  was  thai  of  temperance,  vernu  abstinence,  and 
I  thought  I  gave  wfficienl  reasons  for  our  pausing  before 
we  commit  onrselves  to  a  professional  opinion  in  favour 
of  extreme  views  on  a  subject  of  great  social  importaaee. 
These  reasons  are  at  least  conclusive  to  myself  as  regards 
the  erroneous  character  of  the  views  10  question.  I  was 
fcr  from  supposing  that  my  observations  on  this  subject 
were  calculated  to  excite  a  single  srigry  feeling.  I  inno- 
cently  supposed,   that  ahhongh  various  dislioguished 


members  of  the  profenion  have  given  a  qualified  opioion 
in  favour  of  total  abatioeoee,  it  did  not  argue  any  great 
presumption,  or  as  Mr.  Humpage  avers,  ^  want  of  good 
taste,'*  to  dissent  from  and  controvert  such  opinion.  That 
cause  is  seldom  very  good,  or  iu  advocates  very  judicious* 
which  seeks  support  in  the  argumentumadverecundiam  ^ 
whilst,  however,  I  shall  not  give  place  to  Mr.  Humpage 
in  a  just  reverence  for  the  real  masters  of  msdical  art  and 
science,  I  shall  certainly  not  resign  my  right  of  investi- 
gating and  judging  for  myself,  nor  shall  I  shrink  from 
giving  my  opinions  to  the  profession  and  to  the  pul^lic,. 
u  I  may  think  desirable. 

I  have  not  the  least  reason  for  believing,  that  the- 
opioion  of  which  Mr.  Hompage  is  the  vindicator,  is 
really  entertained  by  any  considerable  number  of 
observing  and  experienced  physicians  and  surgeons;, 
but,  were  this  even  the  case,  and  had  a  much  larger  number 
of  the  names,  collected  by  Mr.  Dunlop,  been  as  deser* 
vedly  eminent  as  those  selected  by  Mr.  Humpage,  I 
cannot  admit  that  I  am  to  be  adjuged  guilty  of  any  dis* 
respect  in  submiiting  to  the  profession  those  views  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  eorreet. 

Your  correspondent  is  pleased  to  characterize  my 
observations  as  absurd  and  ludicrous,  but,  thus  regarding 
them,  I  can  only  express  my  surprise  tliat  he  has  taken^ 
the  trouble  in  any  way  to  notice  them. 

Mr.  Hompage  asks  which  of  the  four  statemen^i  the 
declaration  before  us  I  consider  so  rash  and  danKousf 
To  this  inquiry  I  answer,  that  I  regard  every  one  of  them 
as  unproved;    and,  so  far,  consequently,  as  rash  and 
dangerous.    I  sliall  not  trooble  your  readers  with  my 
reasons  for  this  opinion,  as  these  may  be,  to  a  great 
extent,  gatliered  from  what  I  have  stated  in  my  former 
letter.    I  msy,  however,  observe   that,  before  I  could, 
append  my  name  to  such  a  document;  I  should  require 
such  modifications  in  each  statement,  as  would  leave  the 
declaration  one  in  favour  of  temperance,  rather   tlia» 
abstinence.    I  will  state  the  more  important  of  theso- 
roodifications.     In  the  first  statement,  the  substitution 
of  the  word  *  abuse"  for  **ose;"  in  the  second,  tho 
iQsertion  of  the  word  "  frequently"  before  ''compatible;'* 
and  in  the  third,  that  of  **  generally,**  before  the  phrase 
''with  perfect  safety.'*    As  regards  the  fourth  statement^ 
I  will  merely  observe,  that  believing  as  I  do,  that  there 
are  great  numbers  of  persons  to  whom  stimulants  of  some 
kind  are  not  merely  unobjeetionable,  but  even  necessary 
for  health  and  comfort,  I  could  not  accept  it  in  it* 
present  tprxtu 

There  are,  on  the  otlier  hand,  many  persons,  u  I  freely 
grant,  for  whom  total  abstinence  from  fermented  liquore 
is,  both  on  physical  and  moral  grounds,  desirable.  Grants 
ing  this,  however,  I  most  still  resist  the  conclusion 
that  we  are  called  upon,  by  any  consistent  standard  of 
morals,  to  banish  wine  and  other  ferasented  liquors  from 
the  msUeria  dielica,  and  to  restrict  them^  the  matericb 
medica,  much  less  to  exclude  them,  aa  amne  enthusiasta 
in  tlie  cause  of  abstinence  desire,  from  the  catalogue 
even  of  medidnal  agents  1 

As  regaida  the  views  of  Liebig  and  Miitcherlicb^ 
Mr.  Humpage  has  altogether  misrepresented  my  object^ 
in  >alluding  to  them.  This  object  was  simply  tliat  of 
shewing,  that  the  prevailing  doctrioes  in  vital  chemistry 
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ao  not  jttrtUj  the  eo&diMioa  that  fcrmenldl  liqaow  »r« 
ntefmrily  injariovi  to  mn  5  on  the  oootrary,  it  woul* 
«ppeer,  Owt  theie  fluids^  lUte  sUrcb,  «n^r,  fat,  and  the 
iioD^Mtised  ingredients  of  our  «Bod,  minUter  not  \o  the 
muiriiion  of  ihe  body,  but  to  the  developmeni  of  ammal 
Jteai,<mdmheproi€ciion  0/ ihe  organism  from  the  acHon 
»o/  ih^aimMp^'^  wry«en,—obiectt  scarcely  aeconi  lo 
importanoa  to  nuteilion  itielt    Mr.  Homp^ge  refers  10 
Llebig's /*  Familiar  Leijters  on  ChcmUtry,"  as  faforable 
-to  hU  news.    A  reference  to  them  will,  howerer,  sliew, 
•thai  the  statements  they  contain  are  identical  with  those 
•in  thekncer  work  fiom  which  I  have  quoted. 

I  shall  not  follow  Mi.  Hompagc  farther  In  his 
somewhat  nnsry  comments  on  my  letter.  Which  of*  ns 
lias  the  greater  nnee  for  the  disUrbance  of  our  eqnsmmity 


MEDICAL  TESTIMONY  IN  FAVOUR  OP 
"TOTAL  ABSTINENCE." 

TO  THB  nniTon  or  th*  fboyincial  kbbical  aii» 

•UAftlCAt  JOVWMKU 
SiB, 

It  is  not  my  IntentloB  to  embark  in  the  coatfo- 
Tersy  now  snhelsUng  betwtxt  Mr.  Hampage  and  yenc 
accomplished  correspondent  •,  nor  is  it  sny  pnrpoee 
to  discuss,  except  oollaterally,  the  neriu  of  teetotnlism 
—a  system  which  I  know  maay  weU-meaning  wid 
sincere  pefaons  dcfootly  believe  to  be  the  greatest 
moral  and  tocUL  reformation  of  modem  tlasea;  whilst 
^e  reat  of  the  world  took  wpon  it  as  an  egregidua 
piece  of  folV,  or,  at  best,  as  an  »»phemeral  hobble, 
blown  »p  into  a  popular  •»«io»emaiit'*  by  the  reaaesa 


has  the  greater  canee  lorineoisHiroanwuiwu.  ^«-."«"v     Diown  ap  inio  »  popuwr  -  ww^.r«.— .    ^j - 

I  will  leata  to  yon,  Mr.  Editor,  and  to  yoor  raiders  to    ^^^^^  ^f  twi  busy  and  seU-relying  age.    My  chief 
« .  ^      %j^  ^:^.*  k..   Kami  th^t   of  sttractiDS      .  i^.  t.  .^„  .vijMMin*  vAH  11.  to  attalTa*  the  foar 


determine.     My  ol^ect  has   been  that   of  attractiqg 
.attention  to  a  soljecl  which  I  regard  as  important  alike 
to  the  public  and  lo  the  prulessipn,    I  wm  aware  that 
unworthy  means  hare^  in  some  InaUnces.  been  resorted 
to,  in  order  to  procure  signatures  to  declaraiions  of  t^is 
kind ;  and  I  thought  that  a  caution  .on  this,  wbiect,  aa 
regardasome  membera  of  4he  profession,  might.  6ot  be 
altogether  without  its  use.    Whether  thU  be  the  case.or 
not,  1  must  leave  your  readers  to  decide;  but  1  most 
-altogether  disclaim  the  impotaiion  of  giving  oracQlav 
cautions  to  the  distinguished  men  alluded  to  by  M^, 

Hampage. 
If  I  have  not  written  in  proprid  periond  on  this 
♦aobjeet,  It  has  not  been  in  order  to  exprem  opinions 
which  I  am  not  ready  to  avow,  en  all  proper  occasions, 
il  bad  no  discoreries  to  communicate  which  called  for 
Hhe  anIlKiiiication  of  a  name.  I  was  dealing  with  old 
and  wall^iiown   facU.  and  I  was  desirous  that  my 


object  in  now  addressing  yon  is,  to  analyae  the  four 
piopoaidona  put  forth  by  the  advocates  of  total  absti- 
nence, and  to  consWar  whether  the  mem\)era  of  out 
prolbsston  are  joaiified  in  signing  them,  connstenUy 
with  physlologioal  truth,  and  with  a  due  regard  to 
their  own  reputation,  aa  mso  of  soience,  and  men  of 

aense^  .  . 

Permit  me  tp,  copy,  and-  to  comment  bnefly  upoa 

these  four  propositions,  in  their  order. 
Iff  ^^naimver^tarpt poritonrfhnmanmitvy.iMludina 
^piHy,  disease;  m^^  crime,  U  induced  by  the  use  of 
aleokoUe  ffttmeniedUquors,  ai  &ewnv«<-" 
This  is  sophistlcally,  qr^  I  taight  say,  axtfully  ^ut^ 
What  Is  here  assw^  of  the  use  of  alcV^n^  drinks, 
can  only  be  true  of  ihelr«*M«e,  Tj^^  mteU,  •'««  «*«««* 
non  ctrtfullur  cMhra  nsHm^     Whoever,  thefefo««»  •*Sn» 
I  ^Ws  i^om,  itn^^^  ^^  ;;  j.^  ^^  ;„rt  imot  only 


««. 


m4  wOiJrtiAwn    ficls    snd  I   was  oesi reus  in«i  v/y  i  ,.         ^^neq  aa  «  wi  wa»»  ^-^  - 

neither  lose  weight,  nor  find  adveniiiions  support.  [^^  i  phya&oUgicaJ  and  vemseular  sense. 

|l«tsonal  consideration*..  I  ^^    u  fhat  the  most  p4rf<^  health  it  tompaiMe  lolth 

total  abstinence  from  tdl  smch  x^oxieaHng  beverages, 

-    •*-  ^rm  &f  eirdeni  splrtU,  or  as  wine,  beer, 
whether  in  tn^  ^ 

afe,  perier,  elder^  jff" 

This  is  partly  true;  but  only  pwtlf  tw.  No  doubt, 
in  sound  and  robust  persons,  •^  perfect  health"  may 
be  maintained  under  almost  ef  erjT  tgri«ty  of  d^«M^^«' 
can  the  aame  be  said  of  the  feeble,  the  ittn£6.^iilegm».', 
and  the  aged,  and  more  especially  of  those  who  labour 
under  the  congenital  misfortune  of  a  strumous  con- 
stiluifon  t  Have  the  eminent  medical  characters,  who 
have  signed  the  above  sweeping  aphorism,  never  had 
occasion  to  order  wine,  porletj  or  ale,  to  the  scrofulous, 
the  emaciated,  or  the  atrophic  f  If  they  have  so  done, 
is  there  not  some  incontlstenoy  In  their  signing  such 
a  document  as  the  above  f  They  may,  perhaps,  aaj 
(hat  they  have  ordered  alcoholic  beverages,  in  such 
instaVices  as  medicines.  But  this  will  hardly  avail 
them  as  an  excuse ;  for  medical  men  do  not  generally 
order,  even  as  medicines,  things  that  they  believe  to 
be  intrinsically  hurtful. 

^d.    '*  Vuit  persons  aeeustomed  to  t9eh  drinhs  msf,  with 

perfect  eafetg,  distontimne  them  entirelgt  either  at  eacf. 

or  gradually,  efter  a  short  time." 

.     Thi^,  like  the  preceding,  is  only  partially  true.   The 

jeung.  or    ffg^rous  may,  probably  with  aafety,  lay 


Befisra  oondoding  tliis  letter,  I  will  take  theoppi. 

Canity  ef  et pressing  a  hope  that  the  members  of  the 

Iprofemtoo  will  render  all  the  assistUiee  in  their  power. 

,to  Dr.  Bowrin^,  in  his  legislative  attiMipt  to  procure  the 

^repeal,  or  at  least,  the  large  »s*luction,  of  the  duties  on 

.forei^  wines.     By  so^|^-  a   measure,   particularly  ^ as 

,  regards  the  wines  ,of  jj^^f^re  and  Germany,  the  caise 

,of  temperance,   aqd  .,9f  fj^^giene,   (in  so  many  poihts 

.  identical,)  csnnot  hut  be  nuterfslly  advanced.    Anofkrr 

.  matter,  which  seems  to  call  for  reaewed  utfdHien^  is  the 

^exposure  of  that.at)oifiQable system  ef  aduHteratingf  ftotf 

jnixicg  wines,  which  exists  on  sojlarge  a  scale  in  tllhr 

.  country.    No  practitioner  of  experience  can  doubt  the 

.  ^ils  which  arise  f^om  the  extensive  admixture  of  braddy 

«with  Uie^.port  and  .sherry  ordinarily  consumed  in  thii' 

^eauatry,   hui  •  th<e   deinaud   for  ifrliich  would    greatly 

diaiNiiA,  •were  4he.daties  on  other  vines  reduced  to  a 

more  reasonable  rate. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Vours  respectfollr, 

0 

^Thif  letter  was  intended  to  be  inserted  in  the  previoui 

.Bomber,  but  was  unavoidably  delayeJ] 
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aiii«aUfti»ali;  bat  there  are  man/  who  eouM  not 
lake  aach  a  libeiiy  with  impvnltj.  The  ayatea  will 
aot  alwaya  bear  aoddeo  reroIutUma  of  diet,  whether 
ftaa  aoderala  iodalgenoe  to  total  abatitfence,  or  vice 
.  v&rm.  Moat  conailtotloiia  will  aoffer  inore  or  l«aa, 
inm  the  reval|i|^.  It  haa  been  aald  that  *'  nan  are 
■ate  BaohfaieaJ^Bthoae  who  try  abropt  etperiaienta 
ef  thia  kind,  wfl^Vl  apt  to  dtaeofer  the  contrary  to 
their  eoat.  I  coold  dte  more  than  one  iQstanee  of 
pertona  who  liad  lowered  their  Titality  te  sach  an 
dtenrby  nncallad. for  *  pledgee"  of  teetotalfaai,  (I  aay 
aneeUed-ibr,  because  theae  peraona  had  nerer  been 
olharwiae  than  temperale,)  tiiat  thej  succombed  almott 
wiihoat  reeistaneey  to  the  caanal  attach  of  tome  illneaa, 
which  evghl  not,  and  under  ordinary  drcnustancea, 
voald  not  haTe  proTed  Bortal. 

ith,  '*  Tlof  Mai  «md  umiptrt^  ofiiiiaeact  from  aieakotic 
lifmorg  wotM  gtt^Ap  eontribiOe  to  (A«  ktaltk^  the 
proiptritjf,  the  meralitgf  and  the  kappineu   of  iher. 
ktman  race.** 

This  la  aheer  declaoMtiotty  or  at  leaat,  a  bagging^ 
the  qaeetioii.  Its  logical  valtto  in  the  way  of  argameat, 
is  not  worth  a  nuh  1  Blight  it  not  be  aAnned  with  ae 
aoch»  or  even  more  tmiby  that  "  the  nniteraal  and ' 
rational  enjoyment  ef  aloohoUe  U^ors^  in  common 
with  the  other  comforts  of  cWillsfd  life,  woold  contrf*^ 
bate  tp  the  tocreaaed  health,  proeperity,  and  happlneat 
of  the  whole  human  family  f   . 

After  wbat  haa  been  adTanoe#»  X  need  scarcely  say 
that  J,  for  ene,  woald  ateadlly  decline  (however,  and 
by  whoflMoever  Importnnedf)  to.aftx  my  name  to  the 
abore  propodtlnna.  Bnt  do  I  eondemn  thoae  who, 
jadgittg  otherwise,  have  thonght  ftt  to  sign  themt 
Certainly  notr  I  am  aware  that  men's  minds  erer 
vaiy^M-thal  what  seems  true  to  one,  aeems  iUae  to 
another,  eimetly  aeeoiding  to  the  point  of  view  in 
which  tfaiogs  are  looked  at.  I  well  know  that  there 
is  soareely  a  subject  under  heaven,  gmt  or  small,  on 
which  a  diecrcpancy  of  opinion  doee  not  odat;  so 
mach.  aOt  that  a  aincere  .Inqairer  often  feels  no 
ttttle  menlnl  perpleiSty,  and  Is  tenipled  to  ask  with 
nale,  not  aooflbiglyt  bnt  moomfoUy  and  despairingly^ 
— ^'  What  ia  tmth  t**  8lnee»  then,  there  cannot  be 
uabrolieii  nnily,let  ttiete  at  least  be  unbounded  ohaHif» 
amongst  ma.    **  Are  we  not  all  brethren  f 

But  wjdiont  reibrenoe  to  the  signing  of  the  above 
fomt  propoelllons,  a  grever  queetlon  remaint  behlnd» 
aaasslyp  M  rcgarda  the  real  tendencif  of  teetotallam.  le 
h  a  popular  moveasent  of  such  a  nature  a»  to  deserve 
Ibe  eonnleoanee  and  sanction  of  the  medical  pre^ 
tiont  I  humbly  think  not.  I  am  deeply  distrustful 
ef  fll  lehemca  of  human  reformatioa  that  are  not  based 
on  the  higher  motives  and  feelinge  ef  Qnr  nature.  I 
deUbemtdy  think  thst  ChriaUanity  Is  the  only  infloenoe 
that  can  have  suAcient  power  and  antlpority  to  control 
^  paaaleBa,  or  to  amend  the  conduct  of  the  maas  of 
mankind*  I  do  not  approve  of  fanciful  and  fragile 
haman  devieee,  Hke  the  ostentatious  piedge  taken  In 
pabtte,  (wUfa  iu  usual  accompanimenu  of  popular 
applanae,)  usnrping  the  place  of  law  and  gospel,  and 
«kfaning  an  mnount  of  authority  at  least  equal  to  that 
ef  reU^on  itttlf.    It  requirea  no  f  straordinaiy  sagacity 


to  foresee  what  the  ultimate  imub  of  all  this  mnet  be. 
''It  is  not,  and  It  cannot  come  to  good."  It  wiU, 
ahonld  it  happen  to  laat,  gradually  Induce  a  godleea  turn 
of  thought,  akin  to  the  *<  ntlonalism**  whldi  haa  worked 
Sttcb  mischief  in  modem  tlermany ;  for  althottgh  teeto- 
talism  does  not  oetendbly  disparage  religion,  it  vlr- 
tualiy  sets  Its  aaide,  by  iutroducing  and  Csmillarlaing 
to  the  publiiS  mind,  certain  motirea  and  rules  of  action^ 
other  than  Christian. 

It  surely  behoves  the  great  and  the  iniuentlal  of  our- 
pnfession  to  "ponder  well,**  before  they  lend  their 
iiames  to  bolster  up  any  novelty  of  such  spurioue 
origin,  and  freoght  with  such  equivocal,  or  rether 
unequivocal  consequences.  The  blessed  Founder  of 
our  religion,  has  nowhere  forbidden  the  use  of  wine. 
Quite  the  eontrery :  wltnem  hie  first  miracle.  He  haa- 
only  forbidden  the  excess^  not  the  legitimate  indulgence.. 

I  must  now  conclude,  sincerely  begging  paidon  for 

occupying  so  much  of  your  valuable  apace.    I  hare- 

claknod  for  myself  freedom  of  opinion  and.  freedom  of 

speech.  But  **  hanc  veniam  petimMi  damueque  g"  I  cheer* 

fully  concede  to  others  what  I  have  thus  claimed  for 

myself.    I  am'consciousof  no  wish  to  hurt  any  man'a- 

feelings,  or  to  otTend  even  hie  innocent  pn^tidlcea^ 

Here  then,  the  matter  shall  rest,  so  for  aa  I  am  con* 

eemed.    I  am  pre-determined  not  to  be  drewn  into 

controversy. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

A.  KOBfiRTBON,  lf.D. 

Northampton,  May  35, 1647. 

€ftetutal  ltettO0pect* 

PATHOLOGY. 

mioroiTT  OF  TUE  AacH  or  tbb  aouta. 

Dr.  Bellingham  has  called  attention  to  a  oondltion 
of  the  areh  of  the  aorta,  which  he  atales  la  often 
mlataken  for  regurgltantdlsease  of  the  aorth$  valve,  via., 
rigidity  and  inelaaticity  with  nmre  or  lets  weakneaa  of 
the  parielea  of  the  veasels,  with  or  without  dilatation. 
Hie  viewa  of  the  production  of  dilatation  of  the  aona, 
are,  that  It  ia  due  to  regurgiutlon  of  the  blood  from  the 
carotid  arleriea  into  the  inelastic  vessel,  and  not  as  is 
conamenly  supposed,  to  the  distenalve  force  of  the  leA 
ventricle  acting  upon  the  diseaasd  arterial  coaU.  The 
paper,  which  ia  one  of  much  Intereat,  temdnatea  ia 
the  following  mnm^  ."ki— 

Istly.  That'  under  cerUtn  cirenasstaacea  the  blood 
regurgitates  into  the  arch  of  the  aorta  from  the  carotid 
and  subclavian  artarlea  during  the  diastole  of  the 
ventricles. 

Sndly.  That  regnrgitatien  into  the  arch  of  the  aorta 
occnn  whenever  the  coata  of  thia  vessel  have  beoome- 
rigid  and  inelastic  from  previoua  disease. 

3rdly.  That  regurgitation  into  the  areh  of  the  aorta 
from  the  carotid  and  subclavian  artarlea  is  capable  of 
developing  a  sound,  which  haa  a  great  reaemblance  to- 
the  tecoHd  toumd  of  the  he^ri,  and  ia  audihto  at  the  aAme- 
period  of  the  heart's  action. 

dthly.  That  a  rigid  and  Inatastie  condition  of  the 
coau  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  combined  with  roughuesa. 
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of  the  interior  of  ihe  vessel,  and  slight  Increase  of 
its  calibre,  is  characterised  by  certain  well-marlied 
physical  signs^  which  wiU  enable  it  in  the  msjoritj  of 
«ases  to  be  readily  diagnosed. 

6tbly.  That  the  physical  signs  of  this  morbid  con- 
-didmi  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  resemble  those  of 
Talvular  diseascyand  hare  probably  often  been  mis- 
taken for  it. 

6thly..  That  the  form  of  ralvnUr  disease  with  which 
it  is  most  liable  to  be  confoonded,  is  a  state  of  the 
semilanar  ralves  of  the  aorta  permitting  regurgitation, 
which  it  resembles  in  a  murmur  accompanying  the 
second  sound  of  the  heart,  in  the  jarring  pulse,  and  in 
ihe  visible  pulsation  in  the  arteries ;  symptoms  which 
beretorore  were  supposed  to  be  pathognomonic  of 
regurgiUtions  through  the  aortic  orifice. 

7thly.  That  the  morbid  deposits  which  occur  in  the 
arch  of  the  aorta  are  not  the  .resuU  of  in  flamm story 
action  either  of  an  acute  or  chronic  character;  neither 
can  they  be  considered  as  the  result  of  the  natural 
degeneration  which  the  tissues  undergo  in  adfanced 
life;  but  that  they  ought  to  be  ranked  among  adven- 
titious deposits. 

8thly.  That  dilatation  of  the  arch  of  the  aorU  is 
more  frequently  the  result  of  regurgitation  into  this 
vessel  from  the  large  branches  which  come  off  from  it 
than  of  the  iocreased  force  with  which  the  blood  is 
propelled  by  the  left  ventricle,  or  than  of  any  impedi- 
ment to  its  passage  through  the  remote  or  terminal 
branches  of  the  aorta. 

9thly.  That  our  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  regur- 
gltat'on  into  the  arch  of  the  aorta  occurs  in  cases  where 
this  vessel  has  become  inelasiic  from  disease,  enables 
OS  to  explain  the  cause  of  the  tecond  sound  heard  in 
-cotes  of  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta ,  and  to  account 
for  the  second  impulse  felt  where  the  aneurism  forms  a 
tumour  externally.— 2>u6/in  Medical  Press,  April,  1847* 

SURGERY* 

OH  TBB   BMPLOTMBNT  OF   ISSrES. 

By  Dr.  Brownless. 
After  a  severe  but  just  criticism  upon  the  ordinary 
method  of  employing  issues,  the  author  gives  the 
following  account  of  his  own  notions  upon  the  subject. 
fie  observes  :— 
,  I  would  recommend,  instead  of  using  the  remedy 
in  the  manner  which  1  have  condemned,  in  the  fore- 
going paragraphs,  a  method  which,  as  I  shall  pre.sently 
attempt  to  explain,  aeema  to  have  reason  on  its  side, 
and  of  the  great  value  of  which  I  have  fully  satisfied 
myself  by  experience. 

Issues  should  be  made  of  .moderate  size,  and 
before  the  effects  of  the  one  first  made  are  lost,  by  the 
process  of  repair  of  the  ulcer  being  completed,  another 
should  be  made  at  a  distance  from  the  former,  so  as 
to  act' upon  another  part  of  the  joint  affected ;  (for  here 
I  may.be  allowed  to  mention  that  this  is  frequently 
required  in  joints  of  considerable  size,  an  issue  on  one 
aide  of  a  joint  often  relieving  the  side  to  which  it  is 
applied,  but  seeming  to  have  little  effect  on  the  part 
of  the  joint  remote  from  it)  Before  the  «ker  made 
by  the  last,  formed  issue  is  nearly  healed,  a  fresh 
portion  of  the  skin  should  be  destroyed  by  the  caustioi 


and  again  and  again  should  this  process  be  repeated 
varying  iu  position  around  the  Joint;  and  thns  shoold 
a  regular  diversion  from  the  diseased  part  be  kept  up* 

There  may  be  reasons  in  some  oases  for  not  earrying 
out  this  plan  to  the  letter,  as  regards  the  destmotioa 
of  fresh  portions  of  skin  on  each  application  of  the 
caustic.  In  such  cases,  or  where  the  patient  has  great 
oltjections  to  it,  a  new  plot  of  skin  need  not  be  destroyed 
on  each  occasion  that  the  caustio  ia  mgd,  hot  Sir 
B.  Brodie's  plan  of  frequently  mbbing  the  old  tore 
with  caustic  may  be  adopted ;  but,  as  a  general  role, 
I  do  not  consider  it  so  efficacious  as  the  destroction 
of  a  fresh  portion  ot  skin,  nor  is  the  benefit  so  lasting, 
and  consequently,  the  caustic  requires  to  be  applied 
much  oftener  than  where  fresh  skin  is  destroyed. 
Uadonbtedly  the  latter  is  attended  with  mors  pain; 
but  its  duration  is  short,  and  it  is  not  followed  generally 
by  the  irritative  consequences  of  blisters,  and  some 
other  counter-irritants,  or,  T  may  add,  of  issues,  kept 
open  by  peas  and  pressure.  Scars  may  be  regarded 
as  one  inconvenience  arising  f^om  this  plan ;  but  if 
we  can  obtain  greater  benefit  to  diseased  joints  by  the 
application  of  the  caustic  to  fresh  portions  of  the  skin, 
the  scars  appear  to  me  of  trivial  importance,  even  in 
the  case  of  the  fair  sex ;  for  the  joints,  commonly  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  are,  for  the  most  part,  clothed,  or 
at  any  rate  may  be  kept  so  wiihont  any  great  draw- 
back to  the  personal  charms  of  any  young  lady. 

The  introduction  of  peas  or  other  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  issues  open,  I  would  in  no  case 
recommend.  If  from  any  cause  it  be  judged  lit  to 
keep  open  the  same  issue,  let  it  be  touched  with 
caustic,  but  not  kept  open,  even  in  this  way,  for  any 
great  length  of  time,  or  it  will  become  oomparatlrely 
useless. 

During  the  treatment  of  a  very  considerable  number 
of  cases  in  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  employing 
issues  in  this  way,  I  found  it  to  be  the  most  efficacious 
mode  of  using  them ;  and  the  principle,  although  not 
carried  so  far,  has  been  fiilly  confirmed  in  my  mind, 
in  a  very  extensire  field  for  observation,  by  watching 
attentively  for  several  years,  the  patients  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Vincent,  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.^— 
Lancet,  April  2i(h. 

EXOSTOSIS  AND   ITS   TREATMENT. 

M.  Roux  terminates  a  long  memoir  on  this  ^ulgect 
with  the  subjoined  conclusions :— « 

1.  Among  the  various  tumours  of  bones,  there  are 
certain  to  which  alone  the  term  exostosis  is  applicable, 
and  which  should  be  carefully  distinguished  from  all 
others. 

2.  Thecei  like  the  bones  themselves,  are  composed  of 
spongy  tissue,  enclosed  in  a  more  compact  shell,  or  in 
other  cases  of  the  compact  tissue  only,  iu  which  oaso 
they  resemble  ivory. 

3.  Every  exostosis  of  this  kind  is  joined  to  the  bone, 
from  which  it  springs  by  a  short  narrow  pedicle. 

4.  These  tumours  never  surpass  a  certain  degree  of 
devel<^pmeatr 

5.  Their  volame  is  in  general  proportinate  to  the  stag 
of  the  bone  from  which  they  spring,  being  snail  oil 
small  bones,  lai^ge  on  those  of  greater  dimensiooftt 
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6.  la  generii]  Also  tbej  are  not  connected  iniimatclj 
to  tbo  fto/t  parts  by  wbicb  tbey  are  surroonJed. 

7.  Tbej  do  not  undergo  degeneration,  bat  preserre 
tbeirprimiiire  stmcture  for  an  indefinite  time;  tbe  onlj 
cbange  wbiob  tbey  experience  !•  tbat  of  density. 

8.  Tbese  tumoors  produce  a  variable  degree  of  iocon- 
Tenience,  accordiog  to  tbeir  locality. 

9.  Tbey  migbt  always  be  remoTed,  if  in  some  tbey 
were  not  inaccessible  from  situation. 

10.  Tbey  may  be  remoreJ  without  being  previously 
exposed,  and  thoogli  in  some  cases  the  operation  is 
followed  by  serere  consequences,  it  is  in  general  suc- 
cessful.—jRerue  Medico 'Ckirurg.^  Mars,  1847. 

SIGNS  OF  FRACTURE   OF  THB   CERVIX   FEM0RI9. 

In  allusion  to  a  case  recently  occurring  in  the 
person  of  a  woman,  aged  53,  M.  Yelpeau  made  the 
ibUowing  remarks :— >*'  Pain  and  swelling  are  signs  of 
little  consequence,  as  they  may  equally  exist  in  fracture 
or  sprain.  Tbe  impossibility  of  ruiting  iht  heelj'rom 
the  bed  is  a  sign.  It  may  certainly  be  present  also  in 
a  painful  affection  of  tbe  Joint ;  but  in  tbe  fracture  of 
the  cervix  there  is  an  absolute  impossibility  of  raising 
tbe  limb,  while  in  this  other  affection  this  may  be  done 
if  tbe  pain  be  disregarded.  Thus,  in  a  luxation,  the 
patient  seems  at  first  unable  to  raise  tbe  limb,  but  he 
can  do  so  by  perseverance.  Eotnion  of  Ute  foot  is  not 
a  pathognomic  sign,  as  it  may  exist  in  other  lesions, — 
*  e.g ,  luxation  on  to  the  pubis ;  bat  in  tbe  case  of 
laxation,  not  only  is  tbe  limb  everted,  but  neither  the 
patient  nor  the  surgeon  can  change  its  direction,  while 
in  fracture  the  surgeon  easily  turns  the  foot  inwards. 
There  are  other  affections  in  which  the  foot  is  rotated 
outwards,  as  in  paralysis,  and  eertain  painful  affections 
of  tbe  hip.  Tbs  admeasurement  o(  tbe  limb  is  of  great 
importance,  but  it  is  of  much  more  difficult  accom- 
plishment than  is  generally  believed.  Tbe  inclination 
of  the  axis  of  the  palvis,  or  of  tbe  limbs  themielvee, 
often  gives  rise  to  apparent  differences,  against  which 
we  must  be  on  oor  guard.  We  must  never  depend  on 
mere  inspection,  but  must  carefully  measure  the  limb 
after  having  placed  the  patient  on  his  back,  and  take 
care  tbat  he  lean  neither  to  one  side  nor  to  tbe  other. 
In  theae  persons,  and  In  those  in  whom  the  bony  poiou 
is  prominent,  si  is  easy  enough  .to  measure  from  the 
iliac  spine  to  the  upper  edge  of  tbe  patella ;  but  there 
are  persons  in  whom  the  iliao  spine  is  so  rounded  off, 
that  we  cannot  be  certliin  that  we  are  applying  the  tape 
upon  exactly  eorresponding  points  upon  the  two  sides, 
and  an  apparent  difference,  amounting  to  some  lines, 
may  result  So  also  tbe  patella  is  not  only  •  fixed 
point)  but  iu  anpeiior^ogle  may  be  somewhat  higher 
on  one  side  than  on  tlie  other.  In  this  way  several 
alight  errors  oonjoined  may  give  rise  to  ths  belief  in  a 
shortening,  wbiob  has  no  real  exislenoe.  By  carefnlly 
foardisg  against  any  obliquity  of  the  pelvis,  mscer- 
taining  ezaotly  the  position  of  the  snperior  anterior 
q^nons  process,  and  carrying  the  tape  doMo  to  the 
BaUsolus,  instead  of  the  patella,  we  shall  avoid  all 
ssriona  errors. — l/e<fice-C/ifniiyica^J2evteae^an.,1847; 
tttm  tbe  OuzeUe  ie$  HSfUaux^  No.  68. 

HSW  OPSRATION  FOR  IKTBRNAL  PIUS, 

This  Bcthod  consists  in  the  cirenlar  cantsrisRiion  of 


the  pedicles  of  the  tumours  with  the  solidified  caustio 
of  Vienna.  The  dangers  which  attend  excision,  and 
the  hemorrhage  so  frequently  observed  as  a  conse- 
quence  of  that  operation,  have  induced  many  prac* 
titioners  to  prefer  the  actual  cautery  ;  but  this  method 
is  one  of  difficult  application,  and  the  results  which  it 
yields  scarcely  compensates  for  the  suffering  which  it 
causes.  Tbe  new  operatioui  according  to  the  inventorr 
M.  Amussat,  is  more  fortunate  in  its  results,  exposes 
the  patient  to  no  danger,  and  to  leas  pain  than  tbo 
other  methods. 

M.  Amussat  does  not  think  It  necessary,  after  destruo- 
tion  of  internal  piles,  to  remove  also  those  tumours 
situated  below  tbe  sphincter;  he  is  of  Opinion  that 
they  materially  subside  after  the  cure  of  the  internal 
hemorrhoids.  Tbe  iutestine  having  been  cleared  by  a 
dose  of  castor  oil,  exhibited  one  day  before  the  opera* 
tion,  the  hiemorrhoidal  tumour  is  seized  with  a  forceps, 
and,  in  order  to  protect  perfectly  the  surrounding  parts, 
they  are  isolated  by  the  application  of  wooden  or 
ivory  blades,  analogous  to  those  of  paper-knives. 
Another  forceps  containing  the  caustic  on  the  inside  of 
its  branches,  is  then  passed  round  the  neck  of  the 
swelling,  and  cold  water  is  injected  over  the  tumour 
with  a  syphon  throughout  the  operation,  viz.,  two 
minutes.  The  bocmorrhoid  is  then  emptied  of  its  blood 
by  a  puncture  with  a  tenaculum,  a  cold  injection  ia 
made,  and  the  parts  are  reduced.  Three  cases  of 
success  are  reported ;  no  accldenU  followed  the  use  of 
the  caustic.-:-Afe<fic(i/  Timet, 

TREATMENT    OF     STRICTDRB    OF    TBE     URETHRA    BT 
HYORAI'LIC    DILATATION. 

Mr.  Goodman,  of  Manchester,  in  a  la(e  number  of 
tbe  Mtdical  Gaxetie,  relates  the  following  case  :— A  man 
applied  to  him  for  relief,  having  a  stricture  in  front  of 
the  bulb,  of  old  standing.  Four  months  before  a  small- 
sized  bougie  could  with  difficulty  bo  passed,  and  on  the 
time  of  application  to  the  narrator  of  the  case,  total 
retention  had  ensued,  after  drinking  freely  of  beer.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  reach  the  bladder  by  appropriate 
bungles,  but  ineffectually,  and  it  was  therefore  deter- 
mined to  have  recourse  to  the  forcible  application  of 
warm-water  iijections  to  the  strlctured  part.  After 
introducing  a  gum  catheter  as  far  as  the  stricture, 
wherj  it  was  well  secured  by  a  band  of  tape,  and 
compress  placed  upon  the  penis  to  prevent  escape,  a 
syringr-full  of  warm  water  was  injected  with  some  force, 
and  was  found  to  pass  with  tolerable  ease.  On  removing 
the  apparatus  the  man  micturated  immediately  in  a 
stream  about  the  sixe  of  a  crow-quill.  A  second  appli« 
cation  caused  a  still  farther  increase  in  the  stream  of 
urine,  and  the  patient  \ett  for  the  time  perfectly  relieved. 

MERCURIAL  ACTION  NOT  A  PREVENTITE  OF  SRCONDARr 

STMPTOMS. 

Mr.  Holmsi  Coote  has  written  a  short  paper  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  full  and  distinct  action 
of  mercury,  though  it  cures  the  primary  symptoms  of 
syphilis,  is  not  the  sure  preventative  of  secondary 
contamination  which  it  is  commonly  thought  to  bo. 
To  prove  this  he  has  recorded  fifty  consecutive  eases 
of  patients  suffering  ftom  severe  secondary  and  tertiarj 
symptoms,   of  which  seventeen  are  related  in   tii» 
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preMDt  eomoinnioatioDf  from  the  analjtis  of  which 
lie  determines  that  mercarj  is  unable  to  eradicate  the 
venereal  poison.— Xance/,  April  24  th. 

DIAGNOSIS  OF  A   MBRCUmiAI.  80HB. 

In  a  valaabie  ooarse  of  lectures  on  syphilis,  I>r. 
Porter  gif  es  the  following  as  the  characteristics  of  the 
mereurial  in  oootradistinotion  to  the  ? enereal  sore  :— 

].  Mercnrial  sores  are  not  necessaril/  dronlaror 
oral  In  shape,  neither  are  their  edges  regularly  defined ; 
«n  the  contrary,  they  Tsry  in  these  particulars,  and 
assume  different  forms  as  they  spread:  their  edges 
are  often  quite  ragged,  loose,  a'nd  undermined*  and 
iheir  borders  are  often  marked  with  a  thin  transparent 
outide,  like  that  of  a  newly -formed  cicatrix,  extending 
^uite  around  them,  and  giring  them  a  silvery-white 
■appearance. 

%  The  bases  of  mercurial  sores  are  not  hard,  neither 
are  their  surfaces  covered  with  the  tenaciously  adherent 
lymph  so  characteristic  of  Tenereal ;  on  the  contraryi 
the  surface  of  the  mercurial  ulcer  may  present  etery 
Tariety  of  shape  and  appearance,  sloughy  at  one  spot, 
deeply  excarated  and  rapidly  ulcerating  at  another, 
with  exuberant  granulations  at  a  third,  and  exhibiting 
a  tendency  to  heal  at  a  fourth. 

d.  But  the  most  striking  characteristic  of  the  mer. 
cnrial  ulcer  is,  its  tendency  to  spread,  and  the  manner 
in  whioh  it  enlarges  itself.  Venereal  sores  when  not 
affected  by  phagedena  Increate  slowly,  and  having 
reached  a  given  sixe  remain  so :  the  mercurial  generally 
spread  quickly,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the 
size  they  may  possibly  attain.  I  have  seen  an  ulcer  as 
large  as  my  hand  in  each  groin  of  the  same  individual. 
Mercurial  sores,  too,  are  easily  distinguished  from  the 
Tenereal  when  they  assume  an  herpetic  character,  and 
heal  in  one  part  whilst  they  are  spreading  in  another, 
which  the  latter  never  do :  this  latter  diagnostic  is  often 
extremely  valuable  in  ulcers  of  the  tbroat  and  on  the 
penis,  where  any  extensive  loss  of  parts  may  be  most 
sensibly  felt  during  the  life  of  the  patient.  The  mer- 
curial ulceration,  too,  often  attacks  the  cicatrix  of  a 
recently  healed  chancre,  and  f  fresh  sore  is  thus 
formed— a  circumstance  that  does  not  happen  to  the  true 
Tonereal  sore,  except  by  some  accidental  injury,  or  the 
application  of  a  new  infection. — Dublin  Medical  Press. 

TREATMENT    OF    CONSTITUTIONAL  8VPUILIS    IN    THE 

INFANT. 

M.  Trousseau  has  for  several  years  followed  the  sub- 
joined  plan  of  trestment  in  these  cases  with  success  :— 

He  administers  daily  to  both  mother  and  child  a 
sublimate  bath ;  (Hydrarg.  Bichloridi,  dr.  iij.— dr.  vi. ; 
Alcohol,  OS.  iij.,  to  a  common  bath.)  If  the  infant  is 
nursed  by  the  mother  the  latter  is  made  to  take  the 
jproto-iodide  of  iron ;  if  the  child  is  weaned  it  takes 
ten  drops  of  the  following  solution  three  times  a  day: — 
R.  Hydrarg.  Bichlor.,  gr.  iv. ;  Aqusi,  Oij.  The  dose 
•mounu  to  about  a  60th  part  ot  a  grain.— (%uef/e 
MU,  F^vr.  6,1847. 

FORENSIC  MEDICINE. 

QUESTION  OF  IOENTITT:  ARE  CICATRICES  INOELIBLE! 

Medical  Jurists  have  foreseen  the  case  In  which  the 
condition  of  a  cicatrix  may  be  regarded  as  a  means  of 


proving  Identity,  and  they  have,  moreover,  mentionoA 
the  circumstances  which  may  so  alter  their  appearance 
as  to  prevent  them  fVom  being  recognized.  Bat 
instances  of  the  actual  necessity  of  referring  to  theM 
marks  in  a  medico-legal  inquiry  are  comparatively  few. 
The  following  case  is  one  of  the  kind:— An  Engllsman, 
who  was  sentenced  in  18*28,  to  ten  years*  imprisonment 
and  labour  for  forgery,  obtained  his  dismissal  after  • 
brief  period,  on  the  condition  that  he  should  quit  the 
country  for  ever.  While  in  prison  it  so  happened  that 
he  was  inspected  by  the  surgeon,  M.  Tdindalaer,  who 
remarked  an  indalible  cicatrix  of  a  bum.  Having 
settled  in  France  he  was  again  pursued  for  forgeiy« 
and  the  police  finding  that  he  had  returned  to  Brussels 
under  an  assumed  name,  demanded  him  to  be  given  up. 
He  was  itninediately  arrested,  but  denied  that  he  was 
the  individual  in  question,  tn  consequence  of  which  he 
was  transferred  to  Brabant  to  be  Identified. 

At  the  trial  the  prisoner  still  persisted  in  his  deniaL 
Some  of  the  officials  of  the  prison  thought  they  re- 
cognized him,  and  others  could  swear  to  his  identity, 
but  no  positive  proof  was  forthcoming.  The  circam- 
stance  of  the  cicatrix  was  then  recollected,  and  surgeons 
were  called  to  examine  the  part.  M.  YAndalaer^  in 
the  first  Instance,  was  asked  whether  he  recognized  the 
marir,  and  replied  that  he  did  not,  but  that  be  did  not 
consider  its  Absence  a  proof  of  non.identity,  as  time 
and  artificial  means  might  have  contributed  to  its 
removal.  The  same  opinion  being  held  by  other 
medical  men,  the  prisoner  was  convicted.  It  appears 
fVom  the  evidence  of  one  of  the  surgeons,  that  the 
prisoners  who  are  branded  are  In  the  habit  of  removing 
the  cicatrix  by  placing  over  it  a  salted  herring.(?)«- 
GazeUe  MSdicaU,  Avril  3,  1817. 

mtUfcal  ititeiU0eitce« 

THE    MEDICAL    REGISTUATION    BILL. 

BOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  Tuesday,  May  14, 1847. 

Mr.  Wakley  moved  that  the  subjects  of  the  regiatra. 
tion  of  legally.qualified  preetilionws  in  oiedieine,  and 
the  state  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  be  referred  for  considera- 
tion to  a  select  committee,  who  should  report  the 
evidence,  with  their  oploious  thereon,  to  the  House. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Wakley  on  the  advantages 
to  be  expected  froas  a  committee  o(  inquiry- 
Sir  G.  Grey  observed,  that  although  he  did  not 
think  the  objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
many  parts  of  the  Bill  of  thehon.  memt>er  for  Flnsbnry 
ought  to  prevail,  he  waa  oonvinoed  that  if  thdt  measure 
had  been  pressed  now,  any  chance  of  satisfaetory 
legislation  on  the  subject  during  the  present  session 
would  have  been  hopeless.  He  considered  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  taking  the  more  judicious  course 
in  asking  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  before 
whom  the  various  conflicting  opinions  which  existed 
on  this  question  might  be  expressed ;  and  he  (Sir  O. 
Grey,)  believed  that  such  an  inquiry  would  tend  te 
lead  to  satisfactory  results.  He  waa  willing  to  aooede 
to  the  motion,  on  the  understanding  that  the  hMU 
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BMBiber  for  Fintbarj  woald  not  proceed  with  his  Bill 
iintO  aAer  the  committee  had  made  a  report. 

Mat  22nd, 

ConmUlee  nominated:  Mr.  Walcley,  Mr.  Macaulaj, 
^r  James  Graham,  Mr.  G.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Bannerman, 
Mr.  Acland,  Mr.  Hatres,  Mr.  Fitzstephen  French,  Sir 
Robert  Barry  Inglis,  Mr.  Dennhtoun,  Yiscoont  Sandon, 
Mr.  Bojd,  Mr.  Aldam,  and  Mr.  Lascelles. 

Power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records.  Fire 
to  be  the  qoomm. 


XBEBS  HOUSE  OF  RECOVERY   AND  FEVER 

HOSPITAL. 

We  have  jast  received  the  Annual  Report  of  this 
Instltotion,  for  the  year  ending  September  UOth,  184di, 
from  vhich  it  appears  that  the  nomber  of  patients, 
chiefly  fever  .cases,  admitted  during  the  period,  and 
•especially  in  the  last  two  months,  was  considerably 
greater  than  the  usual  average. 

The  average  admissions  of  the  preceding  Un  years 
amounted  to  329.7.  The  admissions  of  the  year  1844.^, 
were  329.  The  admission  from  October  1st,  1845,  to 
October  let,  1846,  were  433,  being  104,  or  nearly  one 
third  more  than  the  admissions  of  the  preceding  year, 
and  the  general  average,  which,  with  20  cases  remain- 
ing on  the  books,  give  453  as  the  number  of  cases 
under  treatment.  The  number  of  deaths  was  69,  of 
which,  eleven  took  place  wiihin  twenty  .four  hoars,  and 
twenty.tfro  others,  thirty  three  in  all,  within  one  weelc. 
The  mortality  was  I3.6U6  per  cent,  nearly,  or  not  qoite, 
one  in  se^en.  The  greatest  number  of  admissions  was 
in  the  month  of  August,  amonoting  to  69;  the  smallest 
number  in  December  and  January,  24  in  each.  The 
admissions  daring  the  six  winter  months  averaged 
about  30  each  month ;  during  the  six  summer  months, 
rather  more  than  42;  hot  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  patients  was  wholly  in  th»  months  of  August  and 
September,  when  the  admissions  amounted  to  128,  tbe 
monthly  average  of  the  preceding  ten  months  being 
30.5,  or  nearly  that  of  the  winter  season. 

The  following  table  shews  the  ages  of  the  patients 
.and  the  mortality  at  each  decennial  period  :— > 

Admitted.       Died. 


Under  10  years     .    .     . 

37 

.     .       6 

10    to    20    ...    . 

173 

.     .     17 

20    to    30    ...    . 

108 

.     .     11 

30    to    40    ...     . 

58 

.     .     11 

40    to    50    ...    . 

33 

.     .      6 

50    to    60    ...     . 

12 

.     .       1 

60    to    70  and  upward 

B    11 

.    .      6 

The  chief  mortality  of  the  InstimtSon,  as  well  as  the 
-chief  prevalence  of  diseaae,  was  therefore  between  the 
«gef  of  10  and  80. 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Tbe  efficacy  of  the  inhalation  of  other,  and  the 
safety  of  its  exhibition  in  operstions  on  tbe  young 
•ttlijeet,  was  tested  on  Saturday  last,  at  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  in  three  cases.  In  the  first  case,  a  little 
hoy,  from  Halesowen,  between  three  and  fonr  yean 


of  age,  laboaring  under  stone  in  the  bladder,  was  hj 
means  of  Mr.  Atlee*s  inhaler,  put  under  its  influence. 
The  operation  with  the  knife  was  performed  by  Pro. 
fessor  Sands  Cox,  and  a  large  atone  extracted  under 
the  minute,  without  the  poor  little  sufferer  evincing 
sensibility  to  pain.  In  the  eecond  case,  a  little  girl, 
aged  nine,  a  native  of  the  town,  suffering  under 
scrofulous  disease  of  the  hnee-joint,  smpotation  (under 
the  same  influence,)  above  the  knee,  was  rapidly 
performed  by  Professor  Knowles ;  not  a  sigh,  murmur, 
nor  the  slightest  expression  of  pain  escaped  her  lips. 
In  the  third  case,  a  boy,  from  Bilston,  aged  14,  with 
diseased  ankle-joint,  amputation  was  performed  below 
the  knee;  narcotism,  in  this  case,  could  not  be  in. 
dueed,  although  inhalation  was  persevered  in  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  the^case  formed  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  preceding. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENT, 
ft  is  stated  that  M.  Berard,  sen.,  is  to  succeed  M. 
Lisfranc,  as  Surgeon-iu-Chief  of  tbe  H6pital  la  Piti^, 
Paris. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  May  2l8t, 
1847:— R.  P.  Bayley;  W.  H.  Brace;  H.  Tireman; 
R.  fientley ;  J.  F.  O'Leary ;  H.  W.  Slack ;  A.  Somers ; 
G.  A.  Wilkinson;  W.  B.  Deacon;  J.  Ward;  R. 
N.  Bower. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  May  28tb« 
1847:— D.   Badcock;    J.   R.  Lane;    C.  R.    Durell; 
J.  T.  Clover;    T.  S.  Collier;  T.  Rhys;  L.  Clarke; 
W.  Pritchard;  J.  A.  Simons;  R.  Danes;  J. C. Inglis;' 
B.  Daniel. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  May 
13th  .-—William  Thomas  Gaye,  Minehead;  Joseph 
Delves,  Tunbridge  Weiis;  James  Lewis  Holloway, 
Ciiaribury;  Ricliard  Dechamp  Ball,  Plymouth ;  Joseph 
Williams,  Williton,  Somerset;  William  WatU,  junior, 
Nottingham  ;  Benjamin  Daniel,  Kingston-upon-HuU; 
Thomas  Robinson,  Wellingborough;  and  Thomas 
Bridgwater,  Glasburyi  Breconsbire. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Tliursday,  May 
20th,  1847:— Charies  King,  Southampton;  George 
xMilburn,  North  Shields;  William  David  Wilkes, 
Salisbury;  John  Smith,  Bishops  Lydiard,  Taunton; 
Samuel  James  Augustus  Salter,  Poole  ;  Richard  Jones, 
Btackley;  Ellis  Southern  Guest,  Manchester ;  Charles 
Frederic  Augustus  Courtney,  Ramsgate;  WUluuii 
Honner  Fitzpatrick,  Liverpool. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  May  11th,  aged  58,  at  Paris,  from  malignant 
remittent  fever,  M«  Lisfranc,  Surgeon-in-Chief  of  the 
H6pital  la  Piti^.  M.  Lisfranc  was  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  a  Knight  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour. 

May  nth,  at  Bath,  aged  35,  Joeeph  Channing  Petrca, 
Esq^  M.R.C.S.,  F.G.S.,  &c. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


May  lllh,  at  Pulbaro,  aged  47,  Joseph  Holoses,  Etq., 
Surgeon. 

May  15lh,  at  Bedford,  William  R.  Mesbam,  M.D., 
Physician  to  the  Bedford  General  Infirmary.  Dr. 
Meshani  was  found  dead  in  tlte  Committee- Room 
of  the  Infirmary,  having  evidently  swallowed  prussic 
acid. 

May  16tb/at  Mohill,  of  typhus  fcrcr,  Henry  Soden, 
M.D.,  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Union  Workhouae. 

May  17th,  in  Regent  Street,  John  Phillips  Potter, 
Esq.,  Assistant  Surgeon  to  University  College  Hospital, 
and  Assistant  Demonstrator  at  University  College.  Mr. 
Potter  died  from  the  effects  of  a  puncture  received 
during  Apost-mojiem  examination. 

May  25th,  at  Worcester,  Thomas  Taylor,  Esq., 
Surgeon,  of  Kidderminster,  a  Member  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

Lately,  at  Berlin,  aged  55,  Professor  Wagner,  of 
that  University. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL   FOR   MARCH, 

1847. 

Observed  at  Uckfield,  Sussex,  by  C.  L.  Prince, 

Surgeon. 

DKGRKKS. 

Maximum  Temperature  in  the  Shade,  26ih    .  67. 

Minimum         ditto      .    •    .    ditto    11th    .  20. 

Mean  ditto      .    .    .    ditto     .    .    .  42.37 

Range  of  ditto     •    .    •    ditto     .-    .    .  47. 

Mean  daily  Range    ....    ditto     .    .    .  18.29 

Mean  Maximum      ....    ditto     .     .    .  51.83 

Mean  Minimum       ....    ditto     .    .    .  32.91 

Maximum  in  the  Sun 27th     .  75. 

Minimum  on  the  Grass    ....     11th    .  15. 

Extreme  Range .60. 

Mean  Maximum  in  the  Sun 58.16 

Mean  Minimum  on  the  Grass 28.93 

Mean  Dew-point,  9  a.m.    ....      ...  34.84 

■  INCHES. 

Mean  Pressure 29.967 

Maximum  ditto 3rd    .    30.43 

Afinimum  ditto 31st    .    29.47 

Range 96 

Depth  of  Rain    .  ' 67 

Evaporation 2.31 

Prevailing  Wind,  North-Eaat. 


BOOK  RECEIVED. 


An  Account  of  the  late  Epidemic  Scarlatina,  in 
Newcastle  and  its  Neighbourhood.  By  Edward 
Charltoo,  M.D.,  Edio.,  Pliysician  to  the  Gateshead 
DifpeiiMry,  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Phytic  Hi  the 
Newcastle*on-Tyne  Medical  School,  &c.,  Ac,  New- 
caftle*iipoii-Tyne :  Richardson.    1847.    Svo.  pp.  62. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

ANiUVBRBAKT   MBSTIKG. 

The  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Provincial  Kledical 
and  Surgical  Asspciation  is  appointed  to  Uke  place  at 
Derby,  on  Wednesday,  Auguat  4th,  and  Thursday^ 
Augott  6ih.  j^QBgRT  J  ^^  stREETEN, 

Secretary. 


YOaKSHIRC    BRANCH    MBBTINO. 

The  Annual  MeeUng  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of 
the  Association  will  be  held  at  the  CoUera'  Hall, 
Sheffield,  on  Thursday.  June  lOth,  at  twelve  o'clock. 
Members  of  the  Association,  or  of  the  profesaioo,  who 
are  not  members  of  the  Branch,  may  be  admitted  as 
visitors  on  the  introduction  of  a  member. 

Any  communication  connected  with  the  meetiog^ 
should  be  made  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Husband^  Yorlc 


COUNCIL   PRIZB. 

Tlie  Committee  appointed  at  Norwich  for  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  Council  Fund  for  the  present  year  beg 
to  announce  that  trb  corxciL  prizb  of  £bO  will  be 
given  for  the  best  Report  "  On  the  Cerebral  Affections 
of  Infancy." 

llie  prize  is  open  to  general  competition ;  the  papers 
to  be  sent  in  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Dr. 
Streeteo,  Worcester,  on  or  before  the  3l8l  of  May, 
1818,  each  paper  to  have  a  motto  affixed,  and  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  sealed  envelope,  bearing  the  same 
motto,  and  inclosing  the  name  of  the  author. 


NOTICE     TO     MBMBBRS. 

Gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  aubscriptiooa 
for  the  current  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears,  are  requested 
to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  District  in  which  they  reside,  or  to  the  Treasurer 
or  Secretary  of  the  Association. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  SecreUry. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  ^r.  J.  F. 
CUrk;  Dr.  Addiaon;  Mr.  Image  j  Mr.  T.  S^jlter;: 
Mr  Mayo ;  Mr.  Trousdale ;  Dr.  Tnmbvll. 

Dr.  Basham's  Lectures  will  be  resumed  in  the  neil 
number  of  the  Journal. 

It  is  reqttested  that  all  letters  and  oomnsunicatioM 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street,  V^or« 
cester.  Parcels  and  books  for  review,  may  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  Provincial  Medlieal 
and  Surgical  Journal,  care  of  Mr.  Churchill)  Priiicci< 
Street,  Sohr. 
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A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  CUNICAL 

MEDICINE. 
ByW.  R.BASHAii,M.D.,Pby8ictantotheWettBiiuter 

Lbctuee  X. 
Cneqf  J^pmiropky  tfiht  H§mi  with  DihaMm: 
ikB  moompmtgmff  mfmpimtu  iihi$irati9e  qf  tkUform 
^  tmSm  dimam;  etmgk ;  liyijiwo ;  pictUiar  and 
tpmaifurm  qf^xpeetoraiimi  $  mmotm  and  genera! 
dnpisfs  tiatkoKopie  mgne.'^-HepaHe  derangemeni; 
tUit  ef  the  agerethm;  condition  qf  ike  %aini 
■Mmmwim;  defieiem  im  ktm;  anaiiftie  of  ike  blood, 
doioeHom  ^  urea  in.^O«noral  indieaiioni  qf  ireat- 
mmi  i  admnia§90  qfoenoteeHon^-^inffular  ekaraeier 
q/wudier  vomUedfrom  Ike  etomaek:  ike  Sarcina 
TeDtriculi,  qf  Goodtir,  obnrved  m  iko  yeoMiy  maet 
qfoeUdfrom  ike  eiomaek. 

OeotlemeDi^The  case  to  which  I  wish  to  engage 
jo«r  aUentioii  to-day,  is  one  that  I  baye  had  frequent 
opportoiritiee  of  making  passing  observations  upon 
doriftf  our  visits  to  the  wards;  but  as  it  has  presented 
BMoy  iymptont  of  eomplication  and  difficulty  to  the 
stadeot  in  clinical  medicine,  I  propose  to  take  a  general 
icvieir  of  the  symptoms  as  recorded  in  the  ward-book, 
and  to  give  you  such  explanations  as  may  be  necessary 
to  jolBrpret  either  its  pathology  or  treatment. 

G.  F— — » aged  38*  carpenter,  has  been  addicted  to 
drinkiBg ;  hb  general  health  has  been  good  till  within 
the  last  five  weeks.  He  was  admitted  into  Burdett 
ward  on  December  24th,  and  was  then  suffering 
IfOSD  frequent  urgent  dyspnoea,  with  suffocative  cough, 
and  oopkms  expectoration,  of  a  very  dirty-coloured,  glo- 
tiBOttS,  jeUy-like  fluid.  He  states  that  his  health  began 
to  gifie  way  about  five  weeks  since,  first  complaining 
«f  severe  attacks  of  gastrodynia  and  tenderness  at  epi- 
jiastrtnm,  augmented  after  eating ;  cough  and  dyspncea 
f<dlowed,  and  then  the  legs  began  to  swell,  and  he 
noticed  that  the  face  became  puffed  and  edematous  in 
titt  DMMiiing.  There  was,  on  admission,  general  ana- 
aarca,  the, scrotum  being  distended  with  fluid;  face 
iBdeoMlous,  especially  in  the  morning ;  aspect  of  the 
jpatient  not  unhealthy,  as  there  is  a  remarkable  injection 
of  th^  vessels  of  the  cheeks,  which  gives  a  florid  appear- 
jmce  of  health ;  the  conjunctiva  bas  a  slight  icteritic  hue ; 
the  sttrfaee  of  the  chest  is  oedematous,  the  stethoscope 
leaving  an  laiprenion  by  its  pressure.  The  chest  is , 
cqnaHy  resonant  throughout ;  no  dulness  in  the  prss* 
cordial  region ;  vesicular  murmur  not  clearly  heard ; 
^Beblal  ftspiration  in  each  region,  with  deep  mucous 
Ha.  »,  JuMo  16, 1847. 


gmq^isg  of  laige  bubbles ;  impulse  of  the  heart  much 
increased,  the  head  being  sensibly  raised  by  the 
upheaved  stethoscope ;  the  ijystolic  murmur  is  not  pro« 
longed,  but  the  diastolic  sound  is  confounded  some- 
what with  it,  it  is  not  clear  and  distinct ;  the  pulse  is 
sharp  and  full,  regular  and  equal  on  both  aides ;  no  pul- 
sation noticed  in  the  neck ;  the  cough  is  frequent ;  sputa^ 
mueo •glutinous,  and  stained  by  the  hssmaphsin  of  the 
blood ;  some  slight  tenderness  on  preaanre  in  the  lum- 
bar region  of  the  kidneys ;  the  liver  appears  to  occupy 
a  larger  space  than  usual,  but  there  is  no  tenderness 
in  the  right  hypochondriac  region.  He  was  cupped  over 
the  region  of  the  heart,  and  directed  to  take  the  blue 
pill,  in  three-grain  doses,  night  and  morning,  with 
infusion  of  dlosma  and  tincture  of  digitalis. 

During  the  next  twenty-four  hours  the  anasarca 
sensibly  diminished,  but  the  heart's  action  continuing 
very  violent  and  impetuous,  it  was  thought  destrabla 
to  take  blood  from  the  arm  to  sixteen  ounces.  .  The 
blood  drawn  did  not  separate  into  its  constituent  por- 
tions of  coagulom  and  semm,  but  remained  a  firm 
uniform  coherent  red  clot,  easily  brokjen  up,butwliich 
did  not  yield  up  any  serous  fluid  on  being  so  disturbed. 
Tbe  urine  was  this  day  examined.  He  passed  not  mora 
than  a  pint  in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  it  was  cloudy* 
of  an  orange-brown  colour,  with  uamerons  floecnU 
appearing  in  it,  faintly  acid,  cleared  by  heat,  witk 
copious  evolution  of  gas-bubbles;  on  reaching  the 
boiling  point  it  again  became  cloudy,  and  on  the  addi- 
tion of  nitric  acid,  a  flaky  albuodnous  deposit  in 
minute  quantity,  was  thrown  down.  Microscopically 
examined,  amorphous  urate  of  ammonia,  with  con- 
siderable amount  of  epethelial  matter,  was  observed. 
As  he  obtained  no  sleep,  being  much  disturbed  by  the 
cough,  he  was  ordered  Extr.  Couii,  gr.  x.,  horasomoL 

The  impulse  from  the  heart  continuing  but  little 
diminished,  and  the  pulse  being  still  foil  and  sharp,  it 
was  thought  desirable  on  the  31st  to  take  a  farther 
quantity  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  eight  ounces  were 
abstracted ;  and  now  the  separation  into  serum  and 
clot  took  place,  but  there  was  no  separation  of  the  red 
particles  from  tbe  fibrin.  The  ^ect  of  this  bleeding 
was  most  "beneficial  upon  the  secreting  oigaos;  tha 
kidneys  now  formed  two  pints  and  half  of  urine  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  of  a  lighter  colour  and  clearer, 
with  less  deposit  of  urates.  Tha  f»ces  became  of  o. 
Miigiter  bilious  hue,  and  the  expeotoratiaa  waa  mora 
copious  and  easier  of  excretion,  but  still  presented  a 
dirty  hue^  the  colouring  matter  of  the  blood  being  still 
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dllihuit  in  it.  The  aaaMrooin  oondiUoa  of  tlM 
tffleai  had  madi  diminisbed ;  there  wee  much  lete 
esdeflieof  the  ehcet;  no  iwelling  of  the  •erotoiB ;  end 
teeicely  eny  of  the  lower  extremitiee.  On  the  2nd  of 
JaMwrf,  the  qoentitj  of  orine  excreted  is  stated  es 
thvM  pints ;  nsturml  in  colour  end  general  appearance ; 
BO  indication  of  albomen;  normal  amount  of  uric 
acid  i  tongue  dean ;  pnlac»  howcTer,  still  continued  full, 
■harp,  cordy,  and  jeridag.  Up  to  this  period  the,  patient 
kad  been  confined  to  a  fish  diet,  carefully  avoidinf  all 
•timoli.  The  mercurials  were  repeated  only  at  intenrais ; 
5|iyfli«  being  solely  trusted  to  bring  down  the  impetu- 
osity of  the  heart's  action  after  the  pknihub  admokm 
had  bten  to  a  certain  extent  reliered  by  venesection. 

The  report  of  the  4  th  of  January  states  that  the  urine 
had  again  diminbhed  to  a  pint  aud  a  half,  of  a  brown 
eraage  colour,  and  much  loaded  with  urates.  The 
heart's  impulse  still  continues  augmented;  sounds 
■omewhat  obscure;  an  aortic  bruit  accompanies  the 
systolic  murmur,  increased  and  becoming  more  distinct 
as  the  stethoscope  is  raised  to  the  position  of  the  arch 
of  the  aorta.  On  the  6th  of  January  the  urine  became 
•gain  highly  loaded  with  urates;  albumen  in  small 
quantity  still  present ;  bowels  continue  to  act  freely^ 
but  the  dejections  are  oflPensive  and  dark  coloured ; 
pulse  120,  full  and  incompressible;  cough  frequent 
and  dutressing;  sputa  as  before,  but  without  any  trace 
of  blood;  heart's  impulse  much  increased;  action 
impeUious.  Blood  was  again  taken  from  the  arm  to 
eight  ouncea,  a  portion  of  which  was  analysed  by  the 
following  process,  to  ascertain  if  urea  existed  in  the 
blood.  As  soon  as  drawn,  three  ounces  were  agitated 
well  with,  pure  alcohol,  and  allowed  to  stand  at  rest 
for  four  hours ;  the  mass  was  then  filtered,  and  the 
residne  on  the  filter  again  treated  with  alcohol,  and 
the  solution  filtered.  An  orange-coloured  alcoholic 
■olotion  was  obtained,  which  was  evaporated  to  dryness 
in  the  water  bath,  after  three  fourths  of  the  alcohol 
bad  been  recovered  by  distillation  at  alow  temperature. 
The  dry  residue  had  a  yellow  orange  colour,  and  a 
faint  crystalline  appearance ;  a  few  drops  of  distilled 
water  were  added,  and  then  a  small  quantity  of  pure 
nitric  acid ;  on  setting  this  aside  in  a  watch-glass  in  a 
cool  place,  after  an  hour's  rest,  crystals  of  the  nitrate 
of  urea  were  distinguished  with  the  half-inch  glas^^ 
under  the  microscope. 

It  waa  now  thought  advisable  to  allow  the  system  to 
rest  for  a  time  arithout  any  interference  by  medicinal 
agents,  for  the  last  abstraction  of  blood  bad  materially 
relieved  the  more  urgent  symptoms ;  the  heart's 
impulse  was  diminished ;  the  pulse  was  reduced  to 
90,  softer  in  character;  and  the  cough  was  less  fre- 
quent, and  the  expectoration  free  from  haBmaphacin 
and  more  purely  mucous  in  its  appearance.  Tbe  urine, 
though  still  high  in  specific  gravity,  (1.021,)  was  clear, 
jet  dark  coloured.  No  urea  could  be  detected,  and 
the  presence  of  albumen  was  still  indicated  by  the 
ordinary  re-agents. 

On  the  9th  of  January  a  great  improvement  became 
manifest*  The  anasarcous  condition  of  the  surface 
had  disappeared,  and  the  legs  only  became  cedematoaa 
towarda  night,  and  after  he  had  walked  much  about 
the  watdi  the  palse,  howefor,  had  become  annatunlly 


frsqueat,  120,  hut  had  lost  iU  Jefking  chacaOpr*  ni, 
the  general  appearance  of  the  patieat  was  that  of  a 
Jbealthy  man,  from  the  befon-notioed  statis  of  tha 
capillaries  of  the  cheeks.  The  sputa  had  beooase 
diminished  in  quantity,  and  frothy,  and- 
presenting  only  a  few  masses  of  yellow  mncus*  Ha 
was  now  placed  upon  an  improved  diet,  three  aaaesa 
of  meat  for  dinner,  with  eztr$  bread  allowaaca.  'Ew 
days  after,  however,  the  symptoms  egain  retnigfadpd. 
Tl^e  esdematous  condition  of  the  legs^  aoeotaai,  and 
eotire  surface,  even  of  tbe  cheelts,  again  retaned. 
The  nrine  two  pints  daily,  of  a  dark  oraqge-colour,  wilk 
copious  deposit;  bowels  open,  d^actioas  natanl; 
appetite  craring ;  poise  116,  full  and  tnmultoous. 

Tbe  symptoms  continued  without  any  material  altsnu 
tion  to  the  21st  of  January.  Duong  this  tateraal  he  had 
taken  nitric  acid,  and  subaeqaaatly  for  a  few  daysy 
quinine,  but  without  any  change  for  tiie  better. 
On  the  21st,  aRer  breaklaat,  he  was  aeiaed  wkh 
nausea  and  vonitiog  of  a  pccHUiir  peesty-loolBBir  ItaU- 
The  nrine  during  the  last  (ew  dtff%  had  heeoaM  w&rf 
dark  coloured,  of  a  specific  pwvity  of  lM2$9ad  tha 
amount  of  albumen  bad  very  maeh  iacreaasd*.  ^  At  tha 
afternoon  visit  on  this  day,  a  rough  ouiraior  was 
continuous  with  the  systolic  sound,  andeiach 
by  the  moist  mucous  crepitatioa»  heard  mum  pasliea* 
larly  in  tbe  mainmary  regi^  of  each  side.  Agood  dtal 
of  restkssness  occurred^  and  morphia  waaadminiilsiad 
at  night. 

On  the  22nd,  vomiting  again  pocarrad,  of  the  wmm 
frothy  yeasty. fiutd.  This,  w^tn  examiaed  by  tha 
microsccpe,  presented  many  fat  globalea,  epithelial 
scalea  in  abundance,  frequent  tufts  of  margsric  acid, 
and  several  beautiful  specimeoaof  the  SartiiimvmirieiUi 
of  Goodsir.  Ammooiated  draughts,  in  a  state  of 
effervescence,  with  citric  acid,  were  given ;  and  arrows 
root,  and  small  quantities  of  wine,  with  morphia  at  night. 
The  ammooiated  draught  seemed  to  check  the  vooutiag^ 
for  it  did  not  return  after  the  first  taro  doses.  0nriQff 
the  next  three  days  tbe  oedematoua  state  increaaed; 
the  heart's  action  increased  in  tumultuous  impetuosity; 
the  sounds  in  the  praBcordial  region  became  mulled ; 
tbe  cough  and  dyspncaa  returned  in  frequency  and 
urgency ;  the  urine  diminialjed  in  quantity  ;  the  bowela 
were  freely  moved ;  the  appetite  craving ;  no  thirst, 
no  vomiting.  Tbe  dyspnoea  became  more  urjgeat  oa 
tbe  afternoon  of  tbe  26th  of  January,  and  ia  the  eveaing 
of  that  day  be  died. 

Seeiio  Cadaverit  twenty-four  honra  after  death.-- 
The  whole  surface  of  tbe  body  waa  anasarcous,  tha 
subcutaneous  tissues  bein^  iiiucb  infiltrated  with  clefir 
serum  ;  some  also  was  present  in  the  abdominal  cavity* 
Firm  adhesions  between  tbe  pleural  surfaces.  The 
bronchial  glands  situated  at  the  fork  of  the  dirisioB  of 
the  bronchi  were  very  much  enlarged,  as  were  also  those 
which  lay  beneath,  and  followed  the  duration  of  tha 
left  bronchus.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  tsachea 
was  finely  injected,  and  of  a  bright  red  colour,  bat  at 
tbe  bifurcation  this  colour  had  become  of  a  daikf 
brown,  with  marked  evidence  of  paasive  venous  hyper* 
ttmia;  all  the  tubea  were  filled  with  a  teoafliona 
fewn-colonred  mucus.  The  heart  was  eery  mifek 
enUiged,  lu  cavities  dilated^  and  iU  vaili  iMEf^da 
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«t  weighed  tffcer  being  eleftoed  levrnteen  and  a  half 
<Nnces;  the  tricvfpSd  Tilve  wat  opaqne  and  thickened 
at  ita  edges;  the  aemilanar  TalTctof  the  pnlmooary 
•utKj  were  natural ;  the  aortic  Talvee,  hoveTer,  were 
figid,  and  stood  out  pooch-tike  from  the  parietes  of  the 
fiaael,  and  their  edges  thiekened  aud  covered  with 
wart-like  IShrfnOna  growths.  The  aorta  for  five  inches 
ia  ita  cstent,  was  covered  with  a  semi*carti1aginou8 
depoait  that  pteaented  the  walls  aa  wrinkled  or  corru- 
gated, and' with  evident  enlargement  of  its  capacity  by 
dilatatioii.  '  The  liver  on  the  superior  sorfaee  of  the 
right  lobe  presented  a  copious  exudation  of  plastic 
Ijmphy  Chosiag  fimi  adhesion  to  the  diaphrsgm ;  tfae 
mbetance  of  the  organ  was  highly  granular,  and  exhi- 
bited the  features  of  incipient  cirrhosis,  the  appearance 
being  niyristicate,~-a  purplish  veining,  surrounding 
isolated  yellow  granules.  The  organ  weighed  fifty- 
aiae  ounces.  The  kidneys  wei^  not  enlafged ;  the  right 
weighed  fohr  ounces  and  three  quarters,  the  left  five 
iooncea.  The  tubttli  urinlferi  were  clearly  marked  out 
by  a  deep  purple  Injection,'  and  the  cortical  part  was 
^imttDlar,  plainly  demonstrated  when  the  peritoneal  tunic 
was  remustd ;  some  granular  deposit  was  also  observed 
^ppiag  between  the  tubular  processes.  The  veins  of 
the  stomach  both  of  the  lesser  and  greater  curvature, 
areie  ao  gotged  with  blood  as  to  present  a  reinarkable 
feature.  The  anicoua  surfShce  of  the  viscUs  was  of  a 
yorpla  Madder  coioor  throughout,  and  the  greater 
^■rt  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  email  intestines 
presented-  the  same  appearance.  The  mesenteric  veins 
much  distended.  The  bladder  exhibited,  as  to  its 
iweous  asembrane*  similar  conditiona  to  that  of  the 


The  history  of  this  case  presents  us  with  all  the 
characteristic  features  of  hypertrophy  aud  dilata- 
tion of  the  heart ;  it  exhibits  also  many  circnnistances 
flliistrating  the  eflbcts  of  mal-assimilation,  and  the 
cooaeqneat  diaeaaed  oondition  of  the  blood.  The 
position  these  several  morbid  conditions  bear  towards 
each  other,  it  is  impossible,  with  certainty,  to  define. 
Whether  the  heart-disease  be  the  cause,  and  the  other 
asorbid  conditions  but  the  effect  of  the  disturbed  circu- 
lation; or  whether  reversely,  the  organic  alterations 
ID  the  heart's  structure,  be  produced  by  an  imperfectly 
fornsed  cireulbting  fluid,  deficient  in  formative  elements, 
or  redundant  with  morbid  material,  and  capable  of 
exciting  the  heart  to  irregular  action,  it  is  not  possible 
to  detennine.  It  is  my  arish  on  all  occasions  of  our 
■Meting  for  clinical  study,  to  avoid  mere  speculative 
or  hypothetical  points,  and  to  confine  myself  strictly 
to  aa  explanation  of  the  symptoms  that  are  capable 
of  illnstnting  the  nature  and  progress  of  diseased 
action.  Laying  aside  therefore  the  speculative  matters 
Just  hinted  at,  let  me  turn  your  attention,  first,  to 
the  more  prominent  and  mosf^haractcrisUc  symptoms 
of  hypertrophy,  with  diUution;  and  secondly,  to  the 
More  complicated  condition  of  deranged  secretion  and 
diaaased  Mood. 

The  earnest  symptoms  recorded  in  tha  ease  book 
are  those  of  cough  and  dyspnosa,  accompanied  by  a 
pecaUar  ^na  of  expectoration.  In  searching  for  the 
caasa  or  origte  of  these  ^aAaaaaiy  symptoms,  we  fail 
-  to  detect  aay  tfpedic  comneaceaieat  from '  aa  Inflam- 


matory  attack,  or  anything  analogous  to  aa  attack  of 
'bronchitis.  The  patient  declared  that  the  cough  caase 
on  gradually,  and  became  aggravated  day  by  day* 
in  an  imperceptible  manner,  and  that  up  to  a  certaia 
period,  (hough  occasionally  troublesome,  it  did  aoC 
stop  him  from  his  usual  avocations.  The  dyspncea 
became  subsequently  very  urgent,  and  compelled  hlna 
td  Seek  medical  relief.  Cough  and  dyspnoea  thus 
gradually '  coming  on,  without  any  previous  well- 
deflfied  inflammatory  attack,  may  generally  be  coa« 
sidered  as  indicative  of  some  deranged  condition  of 
the  pulmonary  circulation,  originating  in  Irregular 
cardiac  action.  The  mucous  membrane  in  thesa 
cases  is  in  a  state  of  venous  hypcrsBmia,  sometimea 
called  passive  congestion ;  it  is  lirid  in  colour,  tuigid, 
and  cedematous,  and  a  dirty-coloared  brownish  viscid 
secretion  lines  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  is  the  mai^ 
cause  of  the  cough  and  respiratory  distress.  When 
raised  and  expectorated,  the  sputa  aro  specially 
characteristic  of  the  above-described  condition  of  tha 
mucous  membranCt  differing  remarkably  from  any 
form  of  excretion  that  usually  follows  inflammatoiy 
states  of  the  bronchial  tubes.  The  expectorated  matter 
is  glutinous — similar  to  glue,  both  in  consistence  and 
colour,  of  a  dirty  dusky  ochre,  or  fawn  colour,  some- 
times even  still  darker,  as  if  the  hsBmaphttin  of  tha 
blood  were  dissolred  in  it.  This  form  of  expectoration 
may  be  considered  very  characteristic  of  venoua 
hyperwmia  of  the  broochtal  mucous  membrane,  arisin|^ 
from  beart-disease.  The  cough  commencing  im- 
perfectly, the  dyspnoea  and  this  peculiar  glue-lika 
expectoration  may  be  taken  aa  one  series  of  tha 
symptoms  indicative  of  hypertrophy  with  dilatation. 

The  second  series  embraces  the  anasarcoua  conditioa 
of  the  surface  of  the  body,  the  cedematous  conditioa 
of  the  face  in  the  morning,  or  after  sleep,  and  tha 
general  dropsical  state  of  the  system  generally,  the 
swollen  legs,  and  distended  scrotum.  The  third  series 
of  symptoms  comprises  the  altered  state  of  the  secre- 
tions; the  high  coloured,  orange-tinted,  and  albumi- 
nous urine,  deficient  in  urea,  abundant  in  uric  acid  and 
its  compounds,  diminished  in  quantity,  and  of  high 
specific  gravity;  the  dry,  acid  skin,  the  icteritie 
aspect,  and  the  offensive  mud-coloured,  imperfectly 
formed  feces.  This  category  of  symptoms  suggests 
the  heart  to  be,  in  a  corresponding  degree,  deranged  ia 
function,  and  probably  altered  in  structure;  and  though 
we  cannot  prove  that  all  these  symptoms  are  severally 
dependent  on  the  diseased  heart  as  their  morbid  causey 
yet  experience  teaches  us  that  they  for  the  most  part 
CO  exist, and  that  the  presence  of  the  above-enumerated 
series  would  be  presumptive  evidence  of  disease  of  tha 
heart.  The  stethoscope  amply  confirmed  this  suspicion 
of  cardiac  disease,  and  enabled  us  to  define,  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  special  form  of  disease  affecting  this  organ  i 
the  impulse  of  the  heart  was  increased  to  such  an 
extent  as  sensibly  to  raise  the  head  when  applied  to  tha 
chest ;  the  rhythm  of  the  heart'a  sound  was  not  per- 
fect ;  the  systolic  and  diastolic  murmurs  were  cob- 
ftiuaded,  the  latter  roeiKioS  into  the  systole,  and  not 
to'  be  dtetiDguisbed  clearly  from  it.  There  wu  an 
aortic  brait  beard  over  the  aortic  region,  contiauooa 
With  the  systolic  sound;  hypertrophy,  with  OilataUo 
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aad  sone  organic  defect  in  the  aortic  TaWet,  were  thos 
detoMed ;  but  the  atetboteope  not  only  indicated  tbeae 
alteAtiont  in  Cbe  ttmctaral  condition  oftbe  beart,  upon 
Ite^niiarfoo  of  tbe  patient,  but  it  enabled  ns  to  deter- ' 
Mintf'tbe  progreaslfe  miaebief'and  cbangei  that  were 
yrocXdiog,  vnebeeked  by  any  of  tbe  remediea 
•mployed.  Notwitbatanding  tbat  at  one  tioM  a 
liToarable  cbange  appeared  to  take  placet  tbe  wotal' 
aymptoma  being  anapended,  tbe  anaaarcona  eondition 
]ui?ing  diaappeared,  tbe  coagb  and  dyapncea  abated,  and^ 
tbia  consentaneona  witb  a  general  improTement  in  tbe 
Wferal  secerning  functions,  yet,  nerertbeless,  the 
aletbOScope  rerealed,  eren  at  this  period,  a  peculiar 
•0fCi£  brui^  and  on  the  21st  of  January  this  had 
incrc&sed  to  a  roiigb  mnmiur,  beard  most  plainly  orer 
tbe  aortic  ralvet,  and  which  irregnUr  sound  clearly 
indieated  some  defective  formation  of,  or  adrentitious 
growth  upon,  tbe  membranous  fold.  Tbe  poti'morUm 
examination  explained  this  aortic  murmnr,  and  shewed 
it  to  have  been  caused  by  the  fibrinous  Tegetations 
found  appended  to  these  valves. 

The  cardiac  disease  must  be  accepted  as  the  cause 
of  the  dropsy,  combined,  perhaps,  with  a  morbid 
eondhion  of  the  liver,  by  which  the  freedom  of  the 
portal  circulation  was  checked.  The  heart  endowed 
by  its  increased  volume  of  muscular  fibre,  with  an 
augmented  power,  foreea  tbe  arterial  current  through 
tbe  aorta  and  the  arterial  trunks,  witb  a  force  dis- 
proportionate to  the  power  of  the  venous  capillartei 
to  carry  it  onward  in  ita  return  to  tbe  right  aide.  The 
dilated  condition  of  the  auricles,  eapecially  the  right, 
diminishes  the  suction  power  by.  which  the  venous 
blood  is  in  some  measure  moved  towards  the  heart ; 
tbe  venous  current  is  thus  retarded,  and  general 
Tenons  hypersBmia  produced.  Hence  the  anasarcous 
state 'of  the  whole  surface  of  the  body,  face,  chest, 
arms,"  trunk,  and  lower  extremities;  and  hence  also 
tbe  venous  congestion  of  internal  organs,  kidneys, 
liver,  mucous  surface  of  lungs,  stomach,  and  intestines, 
and  the  consequent  alteration  in  the  integrity  of  their 
several  functions.  The  distressing  state  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  tbe  urgent  dyspncea,  is  in  like  manner 
caused  by  the  heart-disease.  The  increased  power 
of  the  right  ventricle  drives  a  volume  of  blood  upon 
tbe  lungs,  with  a  force  incommensurate  with  the 
oxygenating  power  of  the  ordinary  respiratory  process ; 
▼enous  congestion  results.  An  cedematous  state  of 
tbe  bronchial  mucous  membrane  is  among  the  morbid 
consequences ;  a  mucous  secretion,  peculiar  in  its 
character,  forms  in  tbe  bronchial  tubes,  and  a  frequent 
harassing  cough,  vainly  exhausts  the  patient  in  efforta 
to  clear  the  air-passages  from  this  impediment  to 
the  respiratory  functions. 

Such  are  the  pathological  conditions  observed  in 
this  patient,  and  now  let  me  detail  to  you  tbe  principles 
upon  which  tbe  treatment  of  such  a  case  should  be 
conducted.  Venous  congestion,  or  retardation  and 
obstruction  to  the  venous  current  of  blood,  has  been 
pointed  out  as  the  proximate  cause  of  the  most  pro- 
minent symptoms;  and  to  diminish  the  volume  of 
blood  moving  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  by  veneset- 
tion,.  should  be  our  first  effort.  Blood  taken  from 
a  Toil  ia  the  um,  jodidoiitly  pioportioned  as  to 


quantity,  quickly  induces  relief  to  the  most  vigtot 
and  distressing  symptoms,  tbe  permaoency  of  which 
is  proportioned  in  a  great  measure  to  tbe  extent  of  Uia 
'disease.    Internal  remedies  are  feeble  in  their  eftcli,. 
and  uncertain  in  their  opeMtion,  till  tbe  congested  state 
of  tbe  venous  system  hsa  been  relieved  by  blood*leltlag. 
Mercury  produces  no  apprsaable  effect  on  tba  aacia* 
liains,'— digitalis  is  useless  as  an, internal  agent,  till  tbe 
-plethoric  condition  of  tbe  systefB  has  been  diminished.  . 
So  soon  as  that  baa  been  effected,  then  these  remedies, 
either  separately  or  combined,   oftentimes  opente 
witb  marked  success.     You  cannot  have  failed  to 
notice  in  this  case  the  immediate  and  sensible  relief 
obtained  from  the  more  distressing  symptoms,  as  soon 
as  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm.    The  cuppiug  oter 
the  region  of  tbe  heart  obtained  the  effect  desired, 
as  fsr  as  tbe  threatened  or  suspected  indications  of 
pericarditis  irere  concerned ;  b^t  it  waa  not*  till  aftar 
tbe  bleeding  from  the  arm,  that  the  moat,  erideat 
benefit  to  the  general  symptoms  was  observed,  and 
then   also  the  effects  of  tbe  mercury  and  digitalis 
quickly  developed  themselves  in  augmented  and  im* 
proved  secretions,  and  a  gradual  abatement  of  tbe 
general  dropsy.    This  favourable  condition,  bowetec, 
liid  not  continue,  as  is  but  too  often  the  case;  for 
it  is  but  temporary  relief  tbat  can  be  expected,  when 
this  form  of  heartrdisease  has  made  any  progress. 
Tbe   urine   again  diminished   in   quantity,   became 
more  highly  albuminoua  than  before;  anasarca  of  the 
lower  extremities  returned,  but  the  cough  and  dyspama 
were  not  so  distressing  as  on  bis  admission.    He  was 
again  hlt4,  and  tbe  blood  was  reserved  for  analysis, 
to  ascertain  if  urea  could  be  detected  In  tbe  bkiod, 
that  element  being  deficient  in  the  urine,  and  my 
object  waa  to  gain  some  additional  evidence  of  tbe 
possible  existence  in  tbe  kidneys   of  tbat  granular 
degeneration  known  as  tbe  morbus  BrigbtiL    At  the 
time  this  analysis  was  made,  I  explained  to  yon  the 
method  of  conducting  it.  It  is  a  process  requiring  much- 
analytic  skill.    Tbe  presence  of  urea  in  the  blood  was 
determined,  and  yon  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
minute  crystals  of  the  nitrate  of  urea  under  the  field  of 
the  microscope.    I  had  now  no  hesitation  in  beliering 
that  a  granular  state  of  the  kidneys  had  to  be  added 
to  tbe  other  serious  morbid  conditions,  and  with  this 
complication  to  pronounce  a  most  unfavourable  prog- 
nosis;  and  as  the  prospect  of  any  ultimate  relief  was 
very  remote,  and  as  injudicious  efforts  to  obtain  benefit 
from  questionable  remedies,  after  the  general  therapeu- 
tical indications  have  been  fuUy  carried  out,  oftentimes 
only  aggravate  the  symptoms  and  hasten  the  catas*> 
trophe,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  depend  ou  a  simple 
diet,  reat,  and  the  occasional  administration  of  such 
remedies  as  the  more  prominent  or  urgent  symptoms 
might  require.  , 

He  gradually  goi  worse,  but  before  his  decease  there 
occurred  an  irritable  state  oftbe  stomach,  with  frequent 
vomiting, — a  state  of  things  scarcely  requiring  notice 
but  for  tbe  remarkable  character  of  tbe  vomited  matter, 
and  tbe  interest  ing  opportunity  afforded  me  of  oWrv- 
ing  in  it  specimens  of  the  Sareina  vaUrieuH,  of  Goodsir*. 
Tbe  interest  of  this  circumstance  is  increattd  by  the 
fact  that  the  romlted  matter  in  this  case  appears  to 
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'lutfe  preieiitcd  Um  mmt  pecalUr  cbancten  as  were 
-obtemed  ia  the  eue  recorded  by  that  emioeDt  micro- 
•aeopiaty  in  bis  first  acconht  of  this  species,  in  the 
XSahuTjfk  Medieai  mid  Smrgieai  Jouma!,  The  Tomited 
■latter  in  that  case  is  described  ss  having^  the  appear- 
•juiee'«f  yeasty  and  tbe  report  in  Bnrdett  irvd-bo^ 
•of  tbo  womMag  of  this  p«lient  was  that  ft  looked 
like  feast.  It  m  not  till  tite  IMIo«iii|r  ^J  tbat  I 
bad  ttf  opportonlty  of  aeeing  this  singular  yeasty, 
polpy  nassy  which  I  witneswd  being  ^(eetcd  from  the 
atoflueh.  Its  appearance  waa  so  pecoUar  that  I  at 
fwco  placed  it  nnder  the  microacopet  and  then  I 
immediately  recognized  those  singnlarcnbic  and  ^a/^ 
like  masses  of  TegetaUe  developmeot,  mintitely  and 
«egularly  natked  into  sections  of  quadropled  subdi- 
wisioas.  There  were  also  many  tnfts  of  margaric  acid, 
with  epithelial  eella  in  tbttndancO.  Iliere  is  mnch 
iaterasl  in  the  eolncidenoe  of  the  presenee  of  the 
Smrekm  9§niriemU  in  vomited  matter  of  the  same 
physieal  characters,  and  it  certainly  gives  force  to  the 
opinioa  of  Ooodsir,  that  in  special  cases  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  snlTer  certain  spontaneous  or  intestine 
chengei^  analogons  to  fermentation*  and  consequently 
opposed  to  the  trne  digestve  fonction,  which  most  for 
the  time  be  in  abeyance,  and  that  as  the  consequence  of 
this  fermentative  process,  certain  vegetable  stractnres 
are  developed,  of  which  the  Sareiiut  ventrictUi  is  an 
imple. 


THE  LAW  OF  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OP  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

(iPhKfIA  Seriei  of  BMperiwuntal  RuetarckM,) 

By  William  AoniaoM,  M.D.»  F.R.S.,  Malvern. 
iCmUhmfd /irom  page  263.) 

XIV.    Imvlammation  considbrko  morpho- 

LOOICALLT. 

Yagoe  generalizations  with  respect  to  the  nature 
of  the  elements  entering  into  the  normal  composition 
of  the  textares,  and  a  neglect  of  the  order  of  their 
appearance  in  the  embryo,  may  be  enomerated  as 
obstacles  to  a  knowledge  of  the  real  nature  of  inflam- 
aaation  and  of  the  import  of  pathological  facts.  Among 
the  mneeiiff  membranes  or  textures  many  microscopical 
diatinctions  exist ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  also  of 
the  sfrovff  membranes.  The  outer  covering  or  fimica 
esa/wicfjoa  of  the  eye-ball,  differs  from  the  inieatmal 
tilH  f  the  pia-nuUir,  from  the  plexut  choroiditt  and  the 
synovial  membrane  of  the  joints. 

In  researches  directed  to  the  attainment  of  a  know- 
ledge of  the  morphology  of  the  elements  of  normal 
leztnres,  for  the  purposes  of  practical  medicine,  it  is 
important  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion  with  regard  to 
the  relative  valnea  of  a  microscopical  and  chemical 
analysis;  and  the  folloiringconsiderations  have  prompted 
■e  to  tmst  to  the  former  aa  the  surer  and  safer  guide. 

Pint,  the  microscopical  investigations  of  Schlbidkn, 
•ScHWAKNi    Hbnlb,    Barry,    Whartom  JoMBi» 


BtXKBTy  and  others^  have  contributed  to  the  develof* , 
ment  of  a  physiological  law  or  order^  by  which  i^hnonMl . 
chfmgea  may  he  rationally  and  scieiitificiUy  tested  s 
whereat  chemical  pfailospphers  have  done  nothing  im 
this/espe<it.    Secondly*  olcroseopictl  analysis  rewnto  t 
elements  tnd.foraM»  as  nearly  aa  possible  as  thtf 
exist  in  the  Uviag  stroctnrer-nayt  in  the  living  body 
imelf  9  whereas  n  chemical  analysis  fombhes  only  tha 
lesnlt  "of  complex  manipniationsy  in  which  nnnatoral , 
agenCe'are  employed,  unnatural  changes  produced,  and 
onnatttral  products  evolved.    Thirdly,  the  materiali^ 
for  the  growth  and  nutrition  of  living  bodies  are  pro-  , 
pared  or  eUhorated  in  the  interior  of  closed  vesides  or 
cells,  so  that  when  the  oeU«wali  mptares^  and  the  - 
interior  matter  ja  thereby  expoaed  to  new  agenta,  aev  - 
changes  oeenr;  and  altsratioBS  of  form  and  qnalitf 
therefofe  mstkipate  a  ohemlcal  investigation.    Lastlyt 
vegetable  morphology,  as  a  branch  of  sdentifie  research^ , 
owea  everything  to  the  microscope,  and  nothing  lo . 
the  filtering  paper,  the  test-tnhc,  m*  the  crndble ;  it 
is  therefore  reaaonable  to  expect  that  the   normal  ^ 
order  of  animal  morphology  may  be  equally  aa  we|l 
illnatrated  by  the  same  meaoa*    Nqt  that  microsoopfical , 
and  chemical  investigatioos  ar^  to  he  eonaidered  as  im  - 
any  way  opposed  to  each  other;  on  the  contsary,  the 
qoeatioR  i%  whtoh,  in  the  present  state  of  our  know-  ; 
ledge^ Jifforda  the  moat  oaef  nl  and  trostworthy  informn« 
tion.    Chemical  facta  in  theur  relation  to  the  stmctnre  . 
and  fnactions  of  living  beings,  appear  to  me,  at  present, 
as  loose  and  isolated  meterials,  which  may  hereafter 
find  their  uaeful  applicationa;  but  lo  the  microscope  , 
will,  if  I  mistake  not,  belong  the  credit  of  enabling  na  . 
to  eetablbh  physmlogical  and  really  practical  pinciplef.  . 

In  applying  the  law  of  morphology  in  expUoatioA  , 
of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  the  distinetiono  « 
between  ofymur,  Isvtarsf,  and  §kmmt9,  moat  bo  . 
mtkttd  OB. 

In  vegetable  atmct  ores,— leaves,  sepals,  petals^  • 
stamens,  and  carpels  are  organs.  ' 

It  has  been  ahown  (I.,  p.  33)  that  leaves  are  com« 
posed  of  two  distinct  cellular  textnrea,  (the  coherent 
respiratory,  and  the  incoherent  secretory,)  of  a  sop- 
porting  fibrous  texture,  spiral  vessels,  and  atomata. 
The  aame  kind  of  demooatration  may  be  extended  Co  • 
all  vegetables  oigans. 

It  has  also  been  shown,  (L  and  11.,  pp.  33  and  61,)  ' 
that  the  elementa  contained  within  the  secretory  cella 
are  either  a  viscous  protoplasms  mixed  with  mblecvles^ 
green  granules  of  chlorophylle,  %rith  sundry  properties 
and  qualities;  or  (ss  in  petals,}  a  coloured  fluid  with 
BM>lecnles.  The  diffierences  in  these  elements  being 
due  to  an  elaborating  procem  effected  within  the  closed 
cells  in  obedience  to  a  filed  morphological  laif. 

The  same  kind  of  demonstration  may  be  extended 
to  animal  structures.  In  the  human  body,  for  example^ 
the  liver,  the  lung,  the  brain,  the  kidney,  and  a  bono, 
are  ofg«Ms  each  oqi«i  heipg  eom^osed  of  vacioM 
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tertores,  and  etcl  ttxtoR  of  ipedal  blMuleghri  m 
norpboipgical  elements^  lliiii,  Ae  lifier,  frtM  li  a 
•ecretiiig  oi^pis,  bM  tte  foDowiBs:  texMnt  aaAelMMfeli 
entering  into  its  com^^on  f  "''*'' 

'l.  3!l«  il^pAfie  ji«vviltfilfiiMi.--A  brittle,  tf^Mj^ccM 
berent^  corpaicQlar  teztare,  tbe  elemeute  of *«bM  M 
ediB,  conulning  in  tbeir  interior  n  yellow  AM,  vi* 
anmeroug  molecnlee  and  globvles  of  fattf  niltki 
(togeUier  forming  a  kind  of  animal  etidodnfOtae^») 
wbich,  wben  let  f^e  bj  tbe  ^molntiOB  of  tiw  e^l- 
walli,  constitatei  tbe  secretion  termed  tbe  bite. '  ^Tbe 
edit  are  congregated  in  iman  gronpt,  termed  Mmlcib 
eacb  lobnle  baring  its  own  Teasels  and  Ancts. 

'  2.  The  areolar  fetfiire.— A  ooberesC  ebMie  textnre, 
interposed  between  tbe  lobvlar  snb-dlrisions  of  flie 
bepatic  parencbyma,  and  forming  a  ensbiob  or  bed 
aroaad  the  dirisions  and  snb-dltisioas  of  tbe  Mood- 
Tessels  and  bile-dncte.  Itiis  tertnre  is  ditfiised  tbrongb- 
ont  tbe  wbole  organ,  enters '  Into  all  ite  reeessesb 
mb^  with  the  blood-tessels  arid  brlMtfett,  InterpoMt 
between  the'  Ibbales.  The  elemente  of  this  leMart 
aie  wared  fibres  and  curled  fiHrils. 

'3.  The  hepeHie  inM/Mm^  or  peritoaemn 
mernVranons  teztuMk  wMdi  MMfts  Ibe 
ii^ration,  and  giv^  a  amoMb  ^tfeMe  •nrfaee  «»oadi 
]<flnilar  Mib*diffslbn;  aid  «d  tbe  irbole  oifMi.  TUe 
teztnre  ii  coherent  e^flnllr  exierMlly,  -  and  ibwua 
beneath,  where  it  fs  eontiiraoiifl^  and* Meads  wHb Ibe 
a^Ur  teztn^  ]ist  described. 

4.  The  eom$  ^  the  karger- dhieime  ^ika  Moe^ 
«AiA  and  MJi»'Aicff.-*-This  4aa  alraag  ftfasaos  testar^ 
diVeriag'  ftom  are^ar  teoccare  by  tbe*  fthass.  beiaf 
ftraigbter  and  condensed  iatolayeiiy  wbicfa 
•tier  at  right  angles,  aiid  inelose  aaMng 
Hke  bodies  termed  naele^  auaseroat  motoeaks^'aad 
gnmaiar  or  Ibtty  parlieles.  Hia  elaaseats  of  this 
textnra  tbarefore-  are  ibics,  aaeleiy-  aMdeoQle%  aad 
graaalet}  and  its  nutrient  Fcsaels  aea  ttyharaUf 
caHbdaaMitaMram^(IV^p»93.')     .... 

5.  l%e  laaceas  farlars  ^  the  interior  qf  l^AaMa- 
4lM<f.— Tba  elemeate  of  this  teatara.eoaawt  of  aeUf 
aadftbres;  thaeeUsatthefreeaorCaceafed^aojBHuaad 
epithelial  oells^  and  wbea  detached  from  tba  testora 
ia  aa  eady  anmetanMrpbosed  globular .  fora^  ase 
called  macons  cells,  or  mncous  globnlea. 

The  lung  is  composed  of  the  following  textwaa  and 


1.  The  fnhnonaryparench]fma. — An  elastic,  coherent, 
aaHalar  taitnre.  Tbe  cells  of  this  texture  are  com- 
paratirely  rery  large,  and  induse  spaces  filled  with 
liabbles  or  resicles  of  air.  The  elementary  membrane 
forming  tbe  cell-walls  is  thin  and  transparent,  bat 
alffong  and  elastic,  and  corered  all  over  with  a  close 
network  of  non-secreting  capillary  blood-channels.— 
(IV.  and  v.,  p.  92.) 

2,  The  areolar  ieaeinre,  with  the  same  elements, 
and  performing  the  same  kind  of  office  as  the  areolar 
tixtare  of  the  liTcr, 


3.  TOejialiiisaiiy  IniknUm,  or  ftoars.  Uadtlaglbr 
esteraal  eoallgaratioB  of  the  eifaa,  aad  of  tbe  ssmr 
aatare  with  ite  aaalogac  ia  tbe  llfcrf  aad  altboa|b 
we  nay  gita  to  Ibe  tadaitam,  ar  to  Oe  IsMsr  iMbiJ^ 
of  oae  organ,  aoe  name,  aad  la  tboea  of  aaoibv 
orgaa»  other  aaaMii  atftt  U  bihiMs  aaaatla  a^i^tct 
tbe  IdaaiHy  Of' 
pbyrialogteal  aad 

4.  f%e  <ia»  ^  -me  imfo^  Mwititm  of  ike 

5.  91raiiicoiw  Hmfmi  ff  tk$  laispfar  4^  f At  air- 


6.  Tltjttia  em  f,ifafMssas  aadl  aarlifayamas  UgHtm 
f^#Ar  windfipe  and  Imyaw* 
In  Ibe  leafea  of  ptoai%  a  cohssant  traaipamnt 

mitk  air 


It  waaM apfpoar,  Aoaa  tbe-deteila of  Ibe  steactaieaf 
tbeKter  and  laag;  that  ia  aatasal  bodies,  tbe  eobeieat 
inaspareat,  Ba»-sacrBting,aerifctoaB  parencbyaM»  wilb 
ite  necessary  appcadagas  of  airwpassages  aad  air-tebe%. 
aad  tbe  seentiag,  aadochfaoie,  oorpascalar  textare, 
with  ill  iwqujsita  duote  and  ouUeli^ara  a^aialedt  aad 
isna  two  distiad  argaas- 

la  tba  lai^  (V.,  p^92^  t^m  Jbaaaa  alemaati  of 
thetcxtaraof  tbalaii|[ardMsiaaa  of  tba  bbiud  raswls 
and  aii^tnbea  are  continuous  with,  and  tenaiaate  ia*. 
the  cobeitnt,  nea-aecretfag;  oelMir  parsachyma$so 
it  appears  in  the  lireri  aad  probably  in  atber  secrctiag 
organs,  that  tttb  tfbraae  lattatet  of  ibe  blood«vcsssls 
and  dncte  ace  dissendnated,  (in  tbe  aa|^illary  ehaaasis,)' 
amoag  tbe  aeeretlag  oella  of  Ibe  cavpasealar  paita- 
chyma.    (IV.,  p.  92.) 

Tbe  analogooa  fact  may  be  seea  in  tbe  embrya 
chick,  where  the  walla  of  tbe  resscla  of  Ibe  $mpimler$ 
allaotois  are  qnite  different  from  tbooa  of  tbe  aaMisi 
yolk-sac. 

Of  the  sereral  elemente  of  the  liver  aad  long  here 
enumerated  as  typical  of  tbe  composition  of  tlie  oigans 
of  the  human  atructure,  it  is  to  be  obsenrad,  that  soaie 
are  general,  some  pecaliar,  and  in  all  cases  it  Is  tbe 
peculiar  parenchymatous  elemeate  that  ooastitote  the 
distinctire  character  and  execute  the  special  fonctioBt 
The  aligbtly  coherent  endocbrome,  aad  traaaieat  celU 
of  the  hepatic  parenchyma  are  pecaliar  to  the  liver; 
the  strongly  coherent,  vascular,  permanent^  aSrifiHoas 
cells  of  the  pulmonary  parenchyma,  peculiar  te  tbe 
longs;  muscular  fibrille,  to  muscles;  and  nerre-tnbcs 
to  nerres.  Bat  the  fibrous  elemente  of  tbe  coats  of 
the  blood-ressels,  and  of  the  areolar  texture,  are 
genera],  ao  that  no  riiible  part  of  the  body,  bowerer 
small,  la  without  them.  Hence,  erery  perosptible 
alteration  of  structure  involres  not  one  only,  but  many 
texturesi— tbe  parencbymatoua  textua^  tbe  lextars  af 
tbe  coate  of  the  blood-ressels,  tbe  areolar  taztarsi^  Ac^ 
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A  mragrad*  mctimorpbow  in  the  pamebyiiMtow 
.mtm  flf  th0  bi«i%  Insft  JQiirt>>  and  boo^  ouuiot 
tdto  place  witinat  twdry  digraet  of  norphologifSfU 
.  nmtfnrmamkm  in  tin  cootitnoai  texlnres.  In  the  laog 
the  flbrove  teitiife  of  the  coei^  of  the  blood-tTcssel^ 
.the  ihro-cocfiiaetthr  eMretieg  iestipre.  of  the  air- 
.tehii^  the  iobriar  imdrnm,  the  4M3|plwc  fibg^OjDi.  tex.- 
4s»  bMweeD  the  lehiik%>e»di-  IMfaTf  .tfte  ,pleai9i 
JtwU;attpertftlM<la-tbe'.ph«Mnei#ai.;  11mi%  dqiiag 
the-  |migiiiM>  of  eoeoniytieaj  -rthem  ie.ea  iMreaaed 
aecretion  frota  the  tir-tabes ;  e  thiefceeiDcof  .the  hater** 
tohefatf'enolarlttlene;  dtiteeetieo  or  thaeh^Bgr  of 
^eoateoftheblood-feMeli;  andfflnaUy.edreiititioaf 
iMttbceneeendehMrttieleeoietieiitoAthe^phpnu  If 
«kentioB  of  the  mocooe  teptive  of  4he  e^r-tobef 

is  and  when,  theeecmtiiiff  texlniv^  of  the 
aMiammy  taiiM  lolteai  anil  nlouale^,  peeiMlQ^dUiMQiia 
aanhnnee  glne.  the  ^enwalmiona  el .  the  bo9el  to  eeeh 
ettaiV  one  tCKtwe  letragtedint  into  a4oid  paabwhiti^ 

e^eeenl^nea,  of  a  h^her-ljrpe  and  dUlhrant  onder«  em 
hecooaair  Ihieker  end'  moie  coneelidaledy^^erolnlQiii 
«d  iaflaoMMtery  nettonenmniDron  tegechee*  net  in 
the  fame  textofe,  bat  in  theeaaM  Ofgant 

Aaiidat  the  ataaitold  yhenomcna,  and  the  maltirnde 
el  qaalMea  and  textwee  pfDdneed»  duiaf  the  groerth 
of  Ufbg  bodies,  and  during  the  pc^gtaai  of  acrain^ 
leas  end  Maaimatoiy  diMaaea,  by  the  a^NMy  of 
caUi^  the  faUnwiag  lae  enenta.i^pear  eonatant  and 


•r*  IF'- 


1.  Hie  enlait^awat  of  fh^  eapaei|f  oC  aofne  ceUt» 

waihb  anA  thair-dninhilitj  inani^  twtn  aapecaiatant 
akawnta  of  Jthe  f ahrie» 

2.  The  tfanaientenatence.of  other  eeUa,  the  thinr 
eiaf  and  diiaolntion  of  their  walls,  and  the  eonseqa#nt 
diarherge  of  their  eonteBtB,-<-a  geUtin^n^  fibrilhMMig 
iaatBpliaasB»  or  a  liinpid  aacfotion. 

And  SB  cella  (L  and  U.)  are-<  .    . 

1.  Ikeohertmi  andflmd^  in  blood,  pus,  dee. ; 

2.  SHfkilif  coJkermt,  forming  soft  nod  brittle  solids, 
ia  the  braia,  the  hepatic  pareoehymay  and  the  eorpna* 
calar  secreting  textares  2  or,— 

3.  Stromgkf  eohmmit  in  the  paranchjam  of  the  lung^ 
in  the  pith  and  leaves  of  pUnts»  and  in  woody  and 
esseona  textures. 

So  tlic  pEOtoplaama  nuy  be— 

1.  IneokwmijSfeUUmomf  mijlwdt  in  lymph,  liquor 
eangoinis,  mucus,  salivat  and. other  secietaona  \ 

2.  8U§kiiif  eohmtiU  aitdffrmmiar,  in  the  flakes  and 
4hMa  of  pus,  tubercle,  tuberculous  matter,  &c. ;  OTa— 

X  8ir<m^  coktrmi  m^djibrautf  in  coagulated  fibrin, 
in  the  areolar  and  ligamentous  textures,  aad  in  false  or 
adventitiotts  membranes. 

Coabinationa  of  these  ceUulai*  and  protoplasma 
elaawnta  gite  rise  to  textures  of  sundry  kinds,  and  of 
varionadsgrees  of  cohesion,— to^eiUte-cofTittCKto',  or 


^e2aftao-eeM(lar,JI6rv-eslhilsr,  jllfv-^rmiiifar,  ^fc*    la 
the  ^g  of  a.bM  we  hare  an  example  of  a  gelatinons 
pretoplisma,  derived  from  eelis  in  tke  wAif e,  and  of  a 
fd^ghllyeoherent^  cellular,  or  corpuscular  texture  (the 
cells  abounding  in  granular  matter,)  in  the  yotf .    And 
hi  aUcatea  the  normality  or  alMu>rmaUty  of  thepre^<* 
lent  etawnts  meat  be  determined  by  the  natural  type 
Of  atandaMl,  by  their  confonnability  or  uncouforma- 
|ijlMf  ^  thf  ,kw  of  the  morphology,  or  the  law  of  the 
gpavth  and  nntritipn  of  the.  atrncture . 
.If  Jft  ]|||s  been  abewn  in  the. blood-vessels  ministering  to 
t|w*gmwth  of  the  .tcanaparent  textures  of  the  humen. 
wdN9%  that  we  are  sometimes  al^le  to  discriminate 
with  the  Biicroaoope  the  red  blood  in  the  centre  of  th^ 
vessel  •(«);.  a  layer  of  proioplaama  (fi)i  the  texture  oC 
the  wall  of  the  vessel.  (c)i  and  the  parenchyma  (6.) 
(VJI^  Fig,  /.,  p.  117.)    And  it  is  erident,  if  uncon- 
formable elemfiita .  accumulate  in  the  protoplasma 
space  (d),  that  they  moet,  In  the  progress  of  nutrition^. 
aiiDfle  with  or  snpplant  the  normal  elements  of  the 
eoata of  the. vessel  (e),  and  theqce  enter  into  the  com^ 
poailm  ol  the  paBenchyma  ^d),  ultimately  appearing 
in  the  secretion  (or  excretkw,)  if  the  texture  be  a 
■aereling  one,  or  being eliaMna ted  from  a  non-secreting 
(ev  non  euarariaft)  oae^  they  jcoostitute  an  abnormal 
dischssge.  •■  Uneenformable  aad  incoherent  cells  pee* 
doadnatiag*altes  the  physioal  properties  of  the  cohe* 
venttextoress  :and  if  theyaupplant  the  normal  ele« 
menti,  the  texlufeia  aaid  to  irfearsle. 

In  the  blood-veasels  which .  traverse  the  tcanspareBt^ 
adult,  f&hfons,  or  areolar  textnrea,  we  eee  no  indica- 
tioa  of  a  proioplaama  spaoes  nor  do  we  find  incohereoC» 
eellnlar,  or  coapnacalar  forms  interposing.between  .the 
red  canent  aad  the  walla  of  the  vessel^  and  it  is  oa 
this  aeeoont  Inferred  that  nutrition  and  growth  are  not 
geinglarwnrdectively  in  such  vessels.  But  when  these 
teBtnres  become  inflamed,  not  only  are  the  vessels 
BMltiplied  in  numbei^  but  thefar  walla  beeoBM  thicker; 
tocomibrmibie,  eeMnlar,  aad  protoplasma  eleosents 
nwke  their  appearance  betweea  the  blood*cuRent  and 
the  texture,  occupy  the  intervals  between  the  nonnal 
flbfoua  dements,  accumulate  on  the  exterior  of  the 
veMAs^  and  are  bast  off  in  the  excretions.  HencWy 
then,  we  see  the  propriety  of  the  terms  firefi^pistaNi 
and  pfohiphmma ,-  for  lymph,  in  the  ordinary  accepta« 
tion  of  the  term,  is  only  one  of  the  forma  of  the 
nascent,  nutrient,  metamorphoring  matter;  and  the 
walls  of  capillary  vessels  diflbr  in  different  textures^ 
differ  in  the  same  place  in  the  embryo  and  growing 
from  the  adult  texture,  and  are  subject  to  suiidfy 
alterations  in  inflammatory  and  scroftilous  diseeses. 

(7*0  be  etmtimted.} 
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ON  PERTUSSIS. 


€mTHB  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMBNT  OF 

PERTUSSIS. 
Bj  Oboeqb  ViwMf  If .D.»  NewcMtle^oniyne. 

Ob  bo  diiaue  of  eommon  oecnrreoce*  liM  a  greater 
iirenity  of  opioioB  appftreotly  existed  u  to  its  trse 
ethology  or  teat,  tbaa,  erenat  thii  time,  prevails  inxe- 
gard  to  tliatof  hooping  eougb»  If,  in  support  of  thissute- 
nent,  any  eridenoe  sboold  be  required,  such  is  abond- 
aatly  afforded  by  a  eonaderatiott  of  the  rery  noaieroiis 
ndMivene  remedies  wfaich  bare  been  recommended 
for  its  mitigation  or  cvre.  Henee,  no  apoiqgy  seenls 
teqvisite  for  tbe  obtmsion  of  the  present  remarlu  on 
this  pecnltar  and  interesting  disease  upon  tbe  attention 
of  the  Association.  To  enter  into  a  fall  ennmeration 
of  tbe  Tarions  eanses  to  vbicb  it  has  been  assigned, 
wonld  occupy  more  of  time  and  space,  than  the  limits 
of  this  paper  permit,  consequently,  for  tbe  present,  I 
will  restrict  myself  to  the  consideration  of  what  may 
be  termed  the  two  principal  doctrines  which  modem 
practitiooers  hold  on  the  subject. 

One  of  these  parties  may  be  said  to  maintain  the 
inflammatory  nature  of  hooping  cougb,  and  to  eonsidei' 
St  as  essentially  a  form  of  bronchitis;  tbe  other 
v^ards  it  as  a  peculiar  nerrous  and  spumodlc  disease^ 
and  specific  in  its  character. 

The  former  opinion  I  beliere  to  be  advocated  by  the 
majority  of  the  profession,  whilst  to  the  latter^  for 
reasons  which  will  be  apparent  in  the  sequel,  I,  sfter 
cxtenstre  practical  obser? ation,  and  the  most  mature 
consideration,  am  disposed  to  give  my  support. ' 
*  Pasbioaable  as  it  now  is  to  impugn  and  even  to 
fidicttle  the  nosological  division  of  diseases  by  the 
jDnstrious  Cullen,  I  am  free  to  admit,  that  in  his  defini- 
tion of  pertussis,  he  has  not  only  been  most  happy, 
bat  has  also  rested  his  views  on  what  is  perfectly 
compatible  with  the  most  recent  pathology.  His 
definition  I  will  now  therefore  give,  prior  to  entering 
opon  the  the  more  particular  consideration  of  the 
patbology  of  tbe  disease  itself:— 

**  Morbus  contagioBus;  tussis  convnlsiva,  strangnlans, 
com  inspiratione  sonora,  iterate ;  saspe  vomitus." 

The  first  proportion  in  the  above,  as  it  has  but  little 
inference  to  the  actual  nature  of  the  morbid  action 
going  on,  may  be  passed  over  with  comparative 
Wevity.  Of  tbe  epidemic  prevalence  of  hooping 
congh  every  practitioner  of  any  experience  must  be 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  but  few  will  be  found  to  deny, 
Ibat  if  the  term  emiaglmu  be  used  as  synonymous 
with  itf/HiUofiiMf  even  on  this  point  the  definition  of 
Collen  is  conrect,  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
Mwh  is  tbe  esnse  in  which  it  has  been  used,  bow- 
over  objectionable  ft  may  be  to  oonfonnd  infection, 
froperly  so  called,  with  contagion,  taken  in  ito  strict 
aod  Utend  sense.  Of  its  infections  character  I  could 
•ddnce  ample  evidence,  but  It  may  snlBce  to  sUte,  that 
iB  BMwy  cases  I  have  kaown  it  carried  from  places 
where  the  disease  prevailed,  to  others  in  which  no 
SBStiMe  of  it  lndprefioflsiyooairrcd,aBd  in  the  latter 


to  heeoaw  epidemic  FromthofopeeiedeAieerfatioaer 
this  fact,  I  fed  eaUed  npoB  to  admit  the  aeewacy  of 
Gnilen's  definitkm,  with  the  ipuUificatioB  of  the  term 
**  cotttagione"  being  need  syneoyBMBsly  with  inf^etieBS. 
It  is  only  necenary  to  add,  that  this  afords  ftither 
proof  of  dM  ^'specific'*  aalore  of  the  disease,  as  a 
disease  to  becapable  of  propegatfoo  in  aach  a  manner^ 
mnet  baire  a  specifie  charaeter.  In  this  rcfepect^ 
hooping  oongh  follows  thekBown  laws  of  BMMt  diseasea 
which  pievaa  epidemioally,  aod  aU  of  wUdi,  I  bdisve, 
can  aad  dooccaaiOBaUy  assBmo  theproperty  ef  extendMk 
by  infection. 

The  definition  of  tiie  coogh  conld  not  well  be  mer^ 
accurate,  as,  brief  as  it  is,  when  taken  in  coBnectmn 
with  its  geaerie  poaitlon,  it  embracee  all  safe  eaa 
cfaaraoteristic,  fkk,  its  occmrence  in  paroxysms^  friaeh 
wiU  demand  onr  eipeelai  aotiee  hereafter.  Tbe  tem 
*<  convttlalve''  here  may  be  taken  as  espremire  of 
'*  spasmodic,''  and  can  tlicrefore  be  snbject  to  ne 
objection;  its  ^^snlfocative"  character  is  equally  an- 
questioBable;  whilst  its  belBg accompanied  by  sonoroos 
and  repeated  loud  inspirations,  is  the  cause  of  the 
name  •'hooping''  being  given  to  the  disease,  and 
Bsust  therefore  carry  with  it  the  assent  of  all.  Hie 
last-mentioned  phenomenon-*-*' Toniitiog"--dM>  do* 
osands  particular  attention,  as  it  forms  one  of  the 
main  diagnosticB  of  the  disease,  as  will  be  preaeady 
shown.  The  only  omission  of  omsequence  in  the 
above  othermse  very  condee  and  trwthful  definittoa, 
is  that  of  its  oecntrence  in  paroxysBS,  with  an  intsrral 
of  health  between  tbem.  When  the  above  ia  com« 
pared  with  tbe  symptoms  of  bronchial  inflammatioD,. 
we  ahall  very  readUy  perceive  that  the  analogy  i*  ^^ 
remote,  and  that  the  diaease  under  considerBlioB, 
however  frequently  complicated  with  bronchitis  is 
essentially  distinct  from  it.  Another  mrcnmstsnce 
requiring  notice  is  the  occurrence  of  hooping  cough 
but  once  in  a  life-time^  whilst  bronchitis  may  and 
does  repeatedly  attack  the  same  individual,  hooping 
cough  alsoi  for  the  most  par^  happeoiBg  in  the  early 
yeers  of  infancy  and  childhood. 

Let  us  now  take  a  glance  at  tbe  symptoms  character* 
Istic  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  lining 
tbe  air  passages,  and  Aen  compare  tbem  with  their 
concomitant  physical  signs,—- with  those  met  with  In,, 
and  generally  admitted  as  pathognomonic  of,  pertusni. 
Here  again  the  definltfon  given  by  Cullen,  though 
under  the  term  of  catarrh,  is  soficlent  to  indicate  tbe 
difference,  which  recent  pathology  confirms,  ssexisthig 
between  the  two  diseases,  as  does  also  the  pesitieB 
which  be  has  giveo  to  it  in  his  clasrification# 

"I^rrexia  s«pe  contagiosa;  mnci  ex>  glandolia 
membrana  narium,  faucium,  vel  bronchiorom,  excretlo* 
aucta;  saltem  bnjua  excretionis  moUmina." 

Again^  his  division  into  species  :— 
Sp.  1.  Catarrhus  i  frigore. 
Sp,  8.  Catarrhna  k  contagio. 


ON  PERTUSSIS. 


Zlf 


Under  the  first  of  tbete  may  be  ineiitded  common 

aecidentel  etUeks  of  broncfaitii ;  vhilat  the  latter, 
a*  obvionaly  applies  to  what  has  now  received  the 
appellation  of  '*  Infinenia.''  The  above  definition 
is  somewbat  imperfect  as  applied  to  broncfaitisi  as  is 
also  Its  position  objectionable,  as  in  it  the  primary 
•stage  of  the  disesse^  which  is  truly  inflammatory, 
-teeais  to  have  eluded  observation,  and  the  second  only 
to  have  arrested  attention.  Without  dwelling  longer 
-on  the  imperfections  of  such'  definition,  I  will,  as 
Mefly  as  possible,  endeavour  to  make  good  the  de- 
Iwiencyor  error,  and  thereby  indicate  more  clearly 
the  difference  between  bronchitis  and  pertussis,  merely 
•observing  that,  like  other  inflammatory  afFectionSy 
bionchitis  should  have  been  placed  under  the  head 
^'Phelgmasia." 

Bronchitis,  like  pneumonia,  may,  bv  careful  observa- 
tion, be  very  properly  divided  into  stages,  and  it  is  in 
fact  of  the  greatest  importance  to  its  successful  treat- 
nent,  more  especially  in  infancy  and  childhood,  to 
note  such  stages,  as  the  therapeutic  indications  are 
seriously  influenced  by  the  pathological  coudition 
feculiar  to  theuK  In  the  commencement  of  an  attack 
of  bronchitis,  the  symptoms  are  the  following,  modified 
Vy  the  severity  of  the  disease,  and  the  extent  of  lung 
involved,  as  also  by  age  and  temperament,  acceleration 
of  breathings  with  (in  most  cases,)  pain  on  a  fall 
Inspiration  being  made,  which  is  also  almost  always 
productive  of  cough.  The  cough,  which  is  generally 
present  from  tbe  very  commencement  of  the  disease, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  is  at  firat  dry,  short,  and 
bard,  being  unattended  at  this  period  by  any  ezpectora- 
tioo;  aa  the  dliease  advances,  expectoration  of  a 
frothy  tenacious  mucus  takes  place,  which,  as  it 
becomes  more  free  and  easy,  is  accompanied  by  a  very 
nmrked  remission  of  all  the  symptoms.  The  cough 
tiiroogbout  the  whole  course  of  bronchitis  is  emtutl 
in  its  occurrence,  although  repeated  efforts  are  some- 
times requisite  to  dislodge  the  mucus,  when  very 
viscid  and  tenacious.  In  an  ordinary  case  of  bronchial 
•inflammation,  the  following  are  the  physical  signs  :— 

Percussion  generally  elicits  a  dull  sound,  which  is 
xegvlated  in  extent  by  that  of  the  portions  of  lung 
-affected ;  thus  it  may  be  confined  to  a  single  lobe  of 
one  long,  or  it  niay  prevail  over  the  whole  of  one  or 
oven  both  sides  of  the  chest.  When  the  stethoscope 
is  applied  in  the  early  stage,  we  have  the  dry,  sonorous, 
and  subcrepitatiog  rales  in  the  affected  parts,  whilst  in 
othen,  tbe  respiratory  sound  will  be  so  augmented  as  to 
claim  the  term  "  puerile."  As  the  disease  makes  pro- 
gross,  the  sonorous  dry  rale  is  lost,  and  we  have  in  its 
atead  the  moist  or  mucous  rale,  this  last  being  mate* 
xially  influenced  in  its  character  by  the  tenacity  and 
quantity  of  the  mucus,  and  also  by  the. size  of  the 
tabes  in  which  it  is  present. 

The  foregoing  very  brief  and  superficial  notice  of 
4ironcbitis  has  been  given  merely  for  the  pnrpoM  of 


fadlitating  the  comparison  whiph  must  now  be  insti« 
tuted  between  the  two  diseases,  and  for  auch  end  laay 
prove  sofiScienL  One  other  remark  only  is  at  present 
necessary,  viz.,  these  symptoms  and  physical  »roMp 
although  they  vary  in  duration  and  intensity  according 
\o  the  progress  and  duration  of  the  disease,  are  con- 
tinuous,--i.e.,  unattended  by  any  real  remitsum  or 
interval  of  health. 

If  we  compare  tbe  symptoms  of  the  two  diseasei^ 
We  shall  readily,  and  by  very  unequivocal  evidence,  see 
that  they  are  not  only  distinct  in  their  nature,  ^bnt 
also,  on  farther  examination,  find  that  they  caipot 
co-exist.    To  such  comparision  I  will  now  proceed  ;— 

In  bronchitis  the  fever  corresponds  with  tbe  extent 
and  severity  of  the  attack,  and  continues  with  little 
or  no  remission  so  loog  as  the  inflammatory  action  ^- 
sists.  The  pulse  is  generally  in  a  proportionate  degree^ 
accelerated  and  hard ;  the  face  is  flushed ;  the  eyes 
suffused ;  the  cough  is  at  firat  hard,  dry,  and  thopgb 
casual  in  its  occurrence,  distressing  from  its  con- 
stancy; it  is  also  seldom,  if  ever,  terminated ,  by 
vomiting;  it  finally  becomes  loose  and  less  harsh,  and 
is  attended  by  expectoration ;  whilst  the  auscultatory 
sounds  already  described  are  always  present,  and  gradu- 
ally disappear  as  the  inflammation  subsides*  Bron- 
chitis occun  sporadically,  and  is  peculiar  to  no  period 
of  life.  Nor  does  the  patient  who  has  once  suffered 
from  it  obtain  any  exemption  from  future  attacks,  {rat 
on  the  contrary  rather  acquires  a  greater  tendency  to  it. 

Hooping  cough  is  generally  met  with  during  infaaqf 
and  childhood. .  It  seldom  assails  the  same  individfial 
more  than  once  in  a  lifetime.  It  most  generally  |fe- 
vails  in  the  epidemic  form,  and  Lb  capable  of  propaga* 
tion  by  infection.  Tbe  cough  occurs  in  paroxysm^  it 
spasmodic  in  its  character,  and  is  generally  terminated 
by  vomiting.  Between  the  paroxysms  there  is^an 
interval  of  apparent  health,  during  which,  even  when 
the  paroxysms  are  most  distressing  and  violent^,  ^e 
patient  makes  no  complaint.  In  a  v^  large  propor- 
tion of  casesi,  percussion  and  the  stethoscope  afford  ao 
indications  of  disease,  although  in  many  cases  there  is 
more  or  less  of  the  mucous  rale  audible,  which  of  ooiicaa 
is  indicative  of  increased  secretion  into  the  bronchial 
tubes.  This  phenomenon  deserves  especial  attentioa^ 
as  it  may  appear  to  indicate  the  presence  of  sub-acata 
broipcbitis ;  it  may>  however,  be  explained  independant 
of  such  condition,  and  therefore  shown  not  in  reality 
to  militate  agajnst  the  view  of  the  pathology  of  the 
disease  which  I  am  about  to  advocate. 

What  has  now  been  said  of  the  symptoms  soft* 
ciently.  indicates  the  difference  between  the  symptoms 
and  physical  signs  of  the  two  diseases,  hence*  it.it 
only  necessary  to  take  a  brief  glance  at  the  pathol<^gicat 
condition  on  which  such  difference  depends,  and  whith 
will  be  found  to  be  important,  not  only  in  fact,  butatiU 
more  so  as  regards  the  successful  treatment  of  eiithcr 
oiie  or  other.    One  prefatory  remark  may  be  aiada* 
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Tiii^  that  broneUtii  le^  fraq—itiy  lopwfwwi  w  por- 
toM^  or,  in  otker  ww&b,  becoacs  «  conpliealion  of 
|t»  or»  9k«  Miw  ;  tbit  being  aadnefidnnt  bj  brancbitii 
when  the  epitenic  influence  wfaidi  fenentee  pertu^i* 
frefnlliy  teniinntinf  in  the  ktten 

The  iwtboloflfy  of  binocbitif  In  nov  an  nniferniDy 
widenlood,  that  it  ia  anperlinona  to  enter  npon  tbe 
fmih  ij/n^rtomaiKm.  Not  lo,  howefer,  tbat  of  pertnitia ; 
wberefore,  aonie  little  apace  moit  be  deroted  to  tbe 
eonaideration  of  tbe  pbenomena  met  with  itt^  ^d 
diaracteriatic  of,  thia  veiy  peculiar  diaeaie.  Tbe  lip 
tnrea  wbieh  mora  eapedally  call-  for  notice  are  .tbe 
following  ^— The  character  of  the  coogb,  fta  ^cor- 
rence  in  paroxysms,  and  termination  in  ▼omidag;  tbf 
interral  of  health  between  the  pamzjami  of  congbing; 
Ibe  general  abaence  of  the  pbjaieal  aigns  iarariabl^ 
fvaaent  in  broncbitia.  On  each  of  these  beads  a  few 
lemarfca  may  now  be  nuHle,  in  order  to  denonatrate, 
by  anbscqnent  comparison,  tbe  real  difFerence  between 
hrtmehilU  and  pertuiMts, 

First,  tbe  cough  is  spaamodic  in  character,  occurs 
in  paroxysms,  and  veiy  generally  terminates  in 
vomiting.  It  baa  been  well  obsenred,  that  the  vio- 
lence and  conrnlsire  nature  of  the  ooogh  reaembles 
tbat  which  ariaea  from  the  presence  of  foreign 
bodies  in  tbe  larynx;  and  tbat  tbe  laiynx  ia  reiy 
nainly  implicated  in  ita  production,  may  be  easily 
perceired  by  any  one  who  will  carefully  observe  tbe 
atate  of  the  child  during  the  paroxysm,  when,  from 
the  violent  action  of  thia  organ  and  the  contiguoua 
muscles,  it  will  be  apparent  that  tbe  chest  itself  is 
comparatiTely  passive.  The  opposite  ia  observable  in 
cases  of  bronchitis,  except  where  contioued  coughing 
ia  required  to  evacuate  tbe  viscid  mucus,  so  commonly 
fresent  in  the  earlier  stage  of  the  disease.  The  violence 
of  the  fita  of  coughing  in  pertussis  forbids  the  idea  of  the 
exiatenoe  of  any  eontinnoua  affection  6f  tba  air«tnlw. 
a^lta cause;  aa,  were  auch  really  tbe  case,  we  should  not 
only  have  serious  febrile  action,  but  alio  during  the 
prevalence  of  such  agency  no  interval  of  repose  co«M 
by  possibility  have  place.  That  the  larynx  is  mainly 
concerned  in  pertussis,  therefore,  may  be  inferred ;  nor 
ia  thia  conjectnmat  all  invalidated  by  the  forcible  and 
lopd  inspintions  to  which  the  "hoop,"  or <*  wl^p^,"  as. 
jnoperly  attributed*  such  efltort  being  pbyaioIogicaUy 
vaqniaitn  to  eompeoaate  lor  tbe  inlaimptioii  which 
icipirBtiOft  uMliAnn  dnsing  a  pomsyan.  The  termi- 
aalion  of  tbe  oougb  by  nnailfaig  deaervea  especial 
attention,  not  only  boenaia'  It  ia  a  fretty  eonatant 
•ecurrence  In  this  diseaae,  bat  alao  ai  tending  to  car- 
foborate  the  view  now  taken  of  ita  pathology.  In  nil 
probabQity  thia  symptom  baa  its  origin  in  the  partici- 
pation of  the  atomacb  in  the  morbid  condition  already 
alluded  to  aa  aifecting  the  larynx.  Nor  doea  the  quaatt 
tity  of  Bvcaa  discharged  in  this  way  in  a^y  degraa 
^ifif^^  against  aodi  avppositioa* 

Amn  iheae  tyasptoi%  tofnthtr  with  Ike  iatstval^ 


comparative  Iwalth,  except  where  the  case  pressnti' 
a  complication  with  brondiial  inflammatioo,  I  am  led 
to  consider  t^  actual  aeat  and  nature  of  pertains  w 
essentially  referrible  to  aome  morbid  conditioD  of  the 
fmeumo-gasirk  ntrv0,  the  inflnence  of  which  over  the 
ocgaos  of  respiration  and  djgeataon  ia  too  well  kaown 
to  require  comment. 

Tbe  advocatea  of  tbe  inflammatory  nature  of  hoepiag 
cough  have  laid  considerable  atreaa  on  tbe  presence  ef^ 
the  mucoua  rale  dnpng  the  intervala.  If,  bovtver,  thr 
influence  of  tbe  nervea  geaerally,  and  of  the  aifM  » 
particular,  over  secretion  be  considered,  we  shall  in  thia- 
sign  even  find  corroboration  of  tbe  nervous  asigin  of 
the  diseaae.  This  is  farther  supported  by  tbe  iswBean' 
.  quantity  of  mucua  so  frequently  discharged  from  the- 
stomach,  to  which  fact  is  probably  to  be  ascribed  the 
notion  of  aome  of  tbe  older  writera,  that  hooptag 
cough  waa  "  ini0  aUarrh  of  tJu  UomachJ*  From  oar 
still  very  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  nervoas  MpXxm^ 
it  would  be  little  short  of  presumptuous  in  me,  and 
most  certainly  idle,  to  enter  into  any  speculations  as  to 
tbe  real  condition  of  the  nervea  in  this  diiesse; 
wherefore  I  will  endeavour  by  a  brief  snmmar]r>  to 
compare  and  point  out  the  difference  between  this 
diseaae  and  inflammation  of  tbe  air-tubes,  premising 
that,  with  laryngeal  or  tracheal  inflammatioB,  it  is 
impossible  for  any  practical  man  for  one  ncoment  to 
confound  it. 

Pertussis  is  essentially  a  diseaae  peculiar  to  iafsacy 
and  childhood.  Broncbitia  occurs  iodiscrimiostely 
at  every  period  of  life. 

The  cough  in  pertussis  ia  apasmodic  or  convulsive, 
alwaya  occura  in  paroxysms^  and  very  frequently 
assumes  a  periodical  type.  In  bronchitis  it  is  casnsl 
in  occurrence,  however  frequent  and  distressing, 
and  rarely  attended  with  vomiting,  which  is  tlie  common 
termination  of  tbe  paroxysm  in  hooping  cough. 

In  pertussis,  the  patient  is  comparatively  welldoriog 
the  intervals;  in  bronchitis  there  is  no  iniermsno^ 
although  there  may  be  some  remission  of  symptoms. 

Pertussis  almost  invariably  occurs  aa  an  epidemic ; 
bctmchitia  ia  of  sporadic  occurrence,  but  brom  any! 
peculiarity  in  the  atmosphere,  or  sudden  yieissitadea 
in  tbe  weather,  frequently  pravaila  epidemically* 

Hooping  cough  ia  unattended  by  fever;  bronchitis 
in  ita  mildeat  form,  presents  na  with  febrile  distar- 
bance.  When  fever  ia  preaent  in  pertussin,  it  dosa 
not  bear  any  proportion  to  tbe  frequency  or  violeniiee' 
of  the  paraxyaoia;  ia  bronchitis  It  eorreapoads  with 
the  extent  and  degree  of  the  local  affsctipn. 

The  cough  m  broncbitia  ia  unattended  by  te* 
"whoop*'  to  wbicb  pertoasis  owaa  tU  aaase^  whilst 
in  the  latter,  thia  pathngnonsonio  ayaptoai  ia  h)st,. 
so  soon  aa  inflnaimafinn  of  the  braochial  tabes  a^Mllr 
acta  la.     * 

FlMdly,  4e  twatneat  nhtcb  akma  h  to^eidfet' 
M  IA  brancbiti^  baa  Httlf,  if  aayi  aiH;^  ^Ssa» 
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k  Aorteniiiir  ^  dantion,  or  nitigatiiir  the  Beyerfty 
of  iNWping  coogb. 

The  morbid  appeannctt  met  «p|tb  on  examination 
«r  tboee.  who  have  died  from  this  diiealb,  may  be 
iqnMMd    to  IhToor  the  iDaammatory  doctiioe,  as 


U    a  large  proportion    or  auch   eases   bitmcHfti*   M(»»llj  iesaeniiig  the  danger  of  the  disease,  and 


■persisted  for  soom  aime,  and  cireumstances  permit* 
great  benefit  it  derivable  from  ehange  oi  air.  Dori^ 
the  earlier  period,  however,  tbi^  observance  of  an  nni- 
firm  and  rather  warm  temperatwe  has  die  advantage 
of  preventing  the  anpervention  of  breodiitiB,  Ibcnhy 


ftaa  been  the  canse  of  death;  this,  however,  only 
eoafinns  what  has  been  already  8tated,-^viz.,  that 
braneUtis  frequently  supervenes  on  pertassis.  So  far 
ai  my  own  experience  extends,  I  would  say  that  mOre 
ftital  cases  bnve  been  owing  to  the  accemion  of  cereHIM 
liwi  of  pulmonary  disease;  the  preponderance  of 
the  one  or  other  appearing  to  be,  in  a  very  grdst 
scasore  asnibaUe  to  the  prt>gre8s  made  in  thh  process 
of  teething,  during  the  operation  of  which  a  majority 
of  faml  eases  has  been  in  eonsequence  of  the  snper- 
Tcntion  of  head  symptomveven  when  bronchial  infiam- 
antion  had  been  prerionsly  present.  ITius,  during  one 
ynrf  general  epidemic  of  hooping  cougb,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  which  I  was  extensively  engaged,  about  aeven- 
teen  years  ago,  the  most  common  fatal  termination  was 
^ther  by  convulsions  or  effusion  into  the  cavities*  and 
between  the  membranes  of  the  brain. 

ftom  the  length  to  whicb^  these  remarks  have 
cnende^  I  mnst  now  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  regard 
to  treatment.  In  hooping  cougb  I  have  never  seen  any 
aetnnl  benefit  result  from  depletion,  eicept  where  active 
Inflammation  was  in  existence;  on  the  contrary,  positive 
Uiwrj  appeared,  in  several  instances,  to  follow  its 


also  inersaaing  the  eflicaey  of  other  trentment. 


CASEOFSTRAKOGLATED  FEMORAL  HERNIA 
SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BY  OPIUM. 

By  Chaklbs  Mato,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 
County  Hospital,  Winchester. 


TO  Tas  xaiTom  >ov  tsb  pnoTiNCiat  ifBincAL  ms 

evEoiOAX'  JomuiAU 
Sir, 

Not  observing  tbat  any  other  con^pondent  has 
given  yon  the  result  of  his  experience  in  the  treatment 
of  strangalated  hernia,  after  the  manner  recommended 
by  Dr.  Butler  Lane,  in  the  Provincial  Journal  of  the 
2l8t  nit,  I  beg  to  send  you  the  following  case,  which 
seems  to l>e  strongly  confirmatory  of  his  views.' 
■  Mrs.  D.,  aged  6T,  became  subject  to  femoral  hernia 
on  tbe  right  side  about  four  years  ago,  at  whieh  time 
it  was  strangnkted,  and  after  some  trouble  I  suceeeded 
in  reducing  it  bs|the  taxis.  Since  that  time  ahe  had 
worn  a  truss,  and  was  careful  to  keep  it  reduced.    The 


..d  topiel  .b.t«cUpn  or  Wood,  which  .een^  no.  '  *"*'  "^  ''°'"""  "•"'""  "°  ""  ■~"""«  "'  ** 
only  to  exert  no  influence  in  diminishing  the  severity 
of  the  pnroxyama,  or.  curtailing  the  duration  of  the 
ttease,  but  also  to  add  to  tbe  already  moA»id  semd- 
IdUty  of  the  system.    Full  enjetic^  repeatedly  given, 

aided  by  allealies»  with  cochineni,  were,  in  the  simple  

form  of  the  disease,  most  eflicacions;  to  which  may'  ^"***"^"^*  Iguve  her  acathartieenenM^andnsed 
be  added,  the  internal  and  external  employment  of    »*»«<*»^  withoat  effect.    I  then  left  her  six  pills  with 


24th  of  April,  she  felt  a  large  portion  of  bowel  suddenly 
to  protrude,  she  became  sick,  took  opening  pills,  and 
laid  up.  On  tbe  25tb  she  sent  to  me ;  I  found  the 
swelling  as  lai^'ar  an  egg,  pannful,  and  tender,  from 
iwr  baring  used  much' exertion  in  endeavouring  to 
reduce  it,  or  poali  It  baek,  as  she  said.    She 


aedatives,  as  the  hydrocyanic  acid  and  the  tincture  of 
kyoscyamns  internally,  and  friction  of  the  apinal  regioa 
af  the  ehest,  either  with  the  soap  liniment  with  opinm, 
ar  enaqphorated  oil,  either  of  which  I  have  fonnd  more 
wAil  than  more  stimnlani  embrocatioae.  Of  the 
—>»iM»  ipeeaeanaha,  aloae^  or  ueenbiaatioB  wkfa 
ftaail  doses  of  the  sulphate  of  ztae,  baa  been  pieferfed 
to  aatlmoirialB.  Where,  in  addltrofi  to  the  hooping 
eaagh;  the  patients  snifered  froni  bronebial  Irritation, 
Ihe  Ipeicaenanha  wine,  or  the  antimonial  wine>  was 
«d#in<ageonsijr  added  to  the  alKalfaie  mixture  with 
coehiaeal.  From  papers  whieh  have  been  recently 
vrittea  OB  the  utility  of  the  carbonate  of  potasa  with 
coddaeai,  it  m«j  not  be  irrelevant  to  sute,  that  sack 
aaiMaatlOB  has  been  In  nse  for  a  very  long  period,  I 
iaikig  flift  flMt  with  it  in  a  mnniiseript  of  formalaries 
by  my  hte  lather,  who  copied  it,  when  a  foatg 
iilher  hi  Loadon  or  Sdihbntgh,  and  used  it 
•iHBiiMly  ia  Us  praetioft    lV)imi  th«  d 


a  grain  of  opium  in  each,  desiring  her  to  take  one 
every  hour  till  I  saw  her  again,  beginning  at  four  p.m. 
At  nine  o'clock  I  fonnd  that  she  had  Uken  four  of  the 
pills,  that  the  vomiting  had  ceased  after  the  first,  and 
tbat  ahe  was  quite  easy ;  cold  cloths  were  kept  applied 
to  the  swelling,  which  remained  immovable.'  As  she 
^^rassoessy,  I  adrised'tfae  two  remaining  pilhitobe 
taken  at  lalervals  6f  four  boors,  another  glirterl^  be 
thrown  np  in  the  conrse  of  the^  night,  and  «  cathartie 
drnaiht  ta  hejiven  at-aixin  the-noming. 

April  Sfith.  I  received  a  message  this  morning  that 
Mrs.^D.  was  completely  relieved,  and  on  my  eaffing 
ahoot  twelve  o^clook,  I  foaad  tbat  ^be  fifth  pHI  was 
taken  at  midnight,  and  the  aixth  at  ibnr  ia  the 
morning;  after  this  she  felt  completely  relaxed  aU  orer» 
her  bowela  rumbled  about,  and  the  aweiUng  seemed 
to  be  enlarged  and  distended  with  wind,  but  soon  after 
on  feeling  it  with  her  hand,  it  had  become  softer,  and 
presently  went  enthrely  np  under  very  slight  presaaie> 
She  took  the  draught  at  six,  it  hkd  operated  satiste- 
iafily»  aadahe  wasdeUghlad  la  sleep  aU  (hw^y  •turn 
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OnUlf  IN  8TRAN0ULATSD  HERNIA. 


IwuDOC  Um  pleaied  to  htm  tb«  mceaitf  for  aa 


operttion  to  be  lapenMcd,  frlucli  I  liad  the  day 
hehn  eonriderad  «  dearijr  iaentable.  Dr.  Botler 
LaMlMi»ii«lleet  forth  the  MoAtt  opeirmmdi  of  thie 
naedythat  Ihsre  iiotidag  moie  to  add,  thaa  that  if 
3rov  cOnaider  thia  eoaMsmieatkHi  to  be  of  aay  ue 
aa  an  aMOBiafement  to  othen  to  make  aMh  lrial% 
it  ia  quto  at  jour  aerrice. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yoor  obedient  Serfaat* 

CHAKLBS  MAYO. 
Wioeheater,  May  1(6, 1847. 


A  pill  eoBtaliifaif  ihTBO  graina  of  oplom  and  two 


OPIUM  IN  STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 

[The  following  eaae,  vsported  by  Dr.  Bichaid  Loofi 
of  Arthnratown,  appears  in  the  IMHn  Medioa/  Pntf 
Sar  May  12, 1847,  and  taken  ia  oonneetlon  viCh  the 
pieoeding  oaae,  and  thoae  reported  by  Dr.  Butler  Lane, 
wUl  probaUy  intereat  onr  readen.] 

On  the  Ilth  of  January,  1847,  I  waa  called  to 
Mra.  P.,  aged  47,  whom  I  foond  iniFering  from  inteoae 
pain  in  Ihe  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  tliiiat  iniatiable ; 
inceeaaat  vomiting  of  a  brown  ooffiM-ooIonred  flaid; 
pnlse  unaU,  110;  eztremitiet  cold;  eoantenaaoe 
anxiotta  and  annken;  bowela  oonstipated.  Thla  had 
been  her  etata  ever  tince  the  evening  of  the  pieoeding 
dayi  now  sixteen  hoors. 

On  examination  I  found  a  iina  inelaatio  tomoor, 
aboat  the  sise  of  a  large  egg,  in*the  right  groi]f,'Uit 
very  painfhl  to  the  tcoeh ;  the  abdomen  waa  slightly 
awollen,  and  very  tender.  It  appears  that  she  baa  had 
an  ingoinal  hernia  for  soforal  years,  for  whieh  a  trass 
Bsed  to  be  worn,  bat  this  Ibr  some  lime  past  had  been 
laid  aside. 

Aa  it  waa  evident  the  gat  was  strangolated,  I  had 
the  woman  placed  in  a  warm  bath  and  bled  her,  and 
then  tried  redaotton  of  the  prolnded  bowel  by  the 
tazia  witboot  effect  s  a  tobaooo  enema  waa  thrown  ap, 
and  the  taxis  again  tried  inellbctaally.  Aa  I  was 
now  obliged  to  leave  my  patient,  an  anodyne  draaght 
was  given,  a  pill  containing  half  a  grain  of  opiam,  and 
one  graia  of  calomel  ordered  every  hoar,  effervescing 
draaghts  occasionally,  poaaded  ice  to  be  kept  con- 
tinaally  on  the  hernial  tomoar,  and  the  bath  to  be 
again  ased  daring  the  night. 

I  waa  prevented  Aom  agiia  tfOeing  Mit.  P.  vatil 
BOOB  of  the  18th,  wlien  I  foand  her  sHaatioa  most 
alarming.  The  poise  waa  at  136,  amall  and  hard; 
eonatenanoe  stiU  more  saaken,  and  of  a  leaden  hae; 
vomiting  incessant  and  slercoraceoaa;  abdomea  more 
awollea  and  tender;  hernial  tomoar  aaaltered;  oeea- 
aioaal  hiccongh.  A  tobacco  eaema  of  fiill  atrength 
was  throwo  ap,  and  the  patient  again  placed  in  a  warm 
bath.    Whilst  she  was  aader  the  complete  in Aaenoe  of 


grains  of  calomel  was  directed  to  be  given  every  hear, 
and  an  enema  of  atveog  eliieken4M0«h  thrown  ap  evmj 
flAeen  miaatse,  in  order  to  sapport  her  faiUag  streoglh. 
The  tliAe  pilla  first  given  were  apeedOy  rq)eelid;'aa 
loartli  and  fifth  were  retained ;  a  emsation  of  pain  had 
vomHiog  followed,  and  by  the  tioM  that  eight  pOlawHa 
given  aa  argent  desife  to  evaoaate  the  bowels  foUswed 
the  administration  of  one  of  the  biDt|i  hj^eeHeBSi  which 
led  to  relief  and  perfect  recoveiy. 

[Cases  of  the  saoceasfal  easployaieBt  af  opiam  aad 

>ila  prsparatioBa  la  the  treataieat  of  straagalated  hernia, 

have  been  reported  also  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Davis,  of 

PTsateign,  \  JVeatncia/  AMdepai  ana  Bwrgwti  Jttttim^ 

Aag.  98;  1841.)    Dr.  David  Bell,  ofCailiale,  (UmM^ 

Jmomal  of  Mtiieid  ScUnm,  Sept.,  1841 ;  BmCCteeite's 

Bitroipeetf  v.  4,  p.  149.)    Mr.  George  Cooper^  of 

Greenwich,  two  cases,  (Mtdkmt  OtaeUe,  Feb.  18,  ISH) 

Dr.  Jamsa  Rom,  (Monthly  Jtmmal  tf  MediMl  ^<iinor, 

Jaa.,  1843;  £rmtkw&U^$  lUirmpeet,  voL  7.,  p.  2)9.) 

Mr.  J.  M.  Walker,  of  Newoasacoa-Tyae,  (MeSeat 

GaxtUif  Jaa.  13,  1844.)     Mr.  J.  W.  Rowlands,  of 

Ironbridge,  {ProuiMcial  Medical  €md  Surgical  Joumlf 

Feb.5,1845^Ed.] 


REPORT  OF  THE  DISEASES  AND  MORTALI^T 
OF  ROMSEY,  HANTS. 

By  Feamcu  Bvoksu,  Bb%.,  M.R.C.8. 
Janvart  to  Mabos,  1847. 


tions  on  the  tables,  as  it  can  be  only  by  a  lengthened 
the  tobacco,  every  prudent  effort  at  redaetion  was  I  •«»•  of  w«^  records  that  atriking  or  importtat 


patiently,  bat  ineffectoally  tried.  The  necessity  of 
ao  operation  seemed  now  inevitable,  hat  the  pattern  or 
Jmt  Mends  woald  not  bear  of  it.  I  tfierefors,  as  a  dernigr 
taesrt,  determbied  to  try  what  opiam  in  large  doses 
woald  dp* 


TO  thb  bditob  or  thb  paovmcuL  msdkUi  axp 

aoaoicAL  jooBNaL. 
Sia, 

I  hava  forwarded  the  foUowiag  tahlca  for 
in  the  Joarnal,  as  an  acoompaalaiaat  to  the 
logical  observations  reeorded  at  Rooaae^. 

With  regard  to  the  tabiaa  themaeivcaf  I  woa)d  Jflit 
remark,  that  thay  are  aot  strictly  oomparabte  fitik 
each  other,  ioasmnch  aa  the  Sick  Regiater  is  draP* 
from  the  practicee  of  but  two  oat  of  five  practittooam; 
whereas  the  deatha  and  birtha  apply  to  the  ante 
district. 

The  preportfaa  of  neaske  Is  higher  thaa  woald 
unllaarily  oeear  in  geaeral  practice^  as  abont  iMKf 
of  the  patieato  were  inmalaa  ot  the  poofwhoaaa. 

Amoagst  the  deatha  is  one  ftom  hoopiag  €oa|l» 
whilst  thia  diaeaae  is  not  foand  ia  the  Sick  R^giiter, 
ao  caaea  having  happened,  either  ia  my  own  or  thft 
pariah  practice ;  and  I  beliove  bat  vary  lisw  ia  te 
district 

I  shall  refrain  at  present  from  aay  farther  obssm* 


rasalta  are  to  be  expected. 
Iam,8hr, 

YonrarespeetAdly, 
FRANCIS  BUCKBLI^  UAXiS. 

Rmuey,  May  15, 1847. 
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^TAm  Tai/e  oiul  <A«  TahU  of  Births  which  foUowt^  are  taken  from  tha  Parieh  JSedtCcr* 

EJZGISTBR  OF  BIRTHS^ 


Birtht. 

* 

January* 

Fehuary, 

JVordU 

TiOaL 

'  Male;  -   • 

15^   • 

10      ^' 

9*     ' 

■  34     "• 

Female. 

1      *      * 

8 

4 

8 

8» 

* 

17 

54 

SaREHOOfl^  TOMOmi  OF  tHE  BREAST* 
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REMOVAL  or  A   SCIRRHOUS  TUMOUR  Ot 
THE  BREAST:  INHALATION  OF  iBTHBR. 

Bj  W.  M.  Tmvssau,  Eaq^  West  Bnlterfriek. 

Mri.  Baraard»  of  West  Perrr,  afed  €%  of-Mliow 
teuipcramcat,  mother  of  two  cbildreo.  Ant  perceiTed 
a  eoMlI  tamoiir  on  the  lower  port  of  the  right  breast 
about  two  jmm  ago.  Loldy  it  had  iacreaeed  aancb 
hi  mm,  and  hooDme  pai&fhl.  It  praeeatod  aB  die 
•chaiacteft  of  acirrhai^  benig  hardi  drcanacttbed* 
aad  BBOfoaUe..  The  Bkia  coveriqg  id  aarlaoe  waa 
alighUj  adhereat  and  pnckerad,  bat  the  nipple  not 
latractedy  nor  the  gknda  in  the  axilla  affected.  On' 
Hay  8th,  I  operated  for  its  remofal,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Robert  Eminton,  of  Scotter,  and  my  aatittanta. 
ne  rapoar  of  ather  was  preriontly  adminliCered  from 
Bell'i  apparatniL  The  patient  iahaled  it  leren  minntet, 
when  the  beeame  perfectly  iatentible.  The  excision 
of  the  tnnioar  waa  then  eilbeted  in  aboot  three  minates, 
by  two  elliptical  Inddoniy  of  aeian  inehls  in  length, 
inclnding  the  nipple,  aad  a  greater  portion  of  the 
oraaic,  aao  iwo  smaif  anenea  reipniWD  lo  oe  neo* 

Dariag  the  opefsiloa  the  patieat  talked  delirionaly, 
aad  appeared  qoite  unooasciona  of  what  was  being 
done.  On  her  retom  to  oonsciooaness,  which  took 
place  in  ten  nuantes,  she  waa  aaked  whether  she  had 


a^ed94re8iftiaiBgfroBitliepifBediagyear,  aad789out> 
pctfeats,  (ohlefly  slight  acoidents,)  making  in  all  12503. 

Of  the  731  medical  easest  there  wera  S9  classed  aa 
febrile  diseaaes ;  29  of  these  were  oases  of  intermittent 
fbrer  in  seamen,  most  of  them  from  the  United  States^ 
aad  from  the  ooast  of  Africa.  In  this  class  there  waa 
but  one  fatal  case. 

Of  rhenmatic  affections  then  wera  149  cases,  three 
of  which  were  fatal. 

'  Of  diseaaes  of  the  aerrons  system  there  were  66 
cases,  and  Ave  of  them  fiital ;  thiee  died  from  apoplexy, 
oaw  from  bensiplegiay  and  one  from  intoxication  witl# 


felt  aay  pain,  and  replied,  •'Not  the  leasti  I  know    vbich  were  fatal. 


BOthiog  aboat  it.'*  Whilst  iahaUng  the  ssther,  her 
palae  roee  from  75  to  110,  bnt  soon  after  subsided  to 
90.  She  complained  of  headache  and  considerable 
atiffness  of  the  moscles  for  a  few  days,  bat  had  no 
other  anCsroarable  symptonu. 


LIVERPOOL  NORTHERN  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  of  the  medical  casee  treated  at  die  Northern 
Hoepltal,  daring  the  year  tenalaatiag  Slat  December, 
IS4^  was  lately  seed  to  tim  Litarpool  Medical  Society, 
by  Dr.  Tamball,  oae  of  the  physklafla  to  the  liosplmL 
The  foBowhig  is  an  abstract  of  the  paper  t>* 

At  prsseat  the  hospital  coataiaa  104  beds,  hot  it 
can  aeeommedate  180  patiaati^  wbaa  the  completioa 
of  the  doeka  at  the  north  end  of  the  town  will  redder 
Increaaed  accomasodatioa  assesssiy.  The  inetltatioo 
waa  originally  iateaded  cMefly  for  the  receptSea  of 
accidents,  and  acnte  or  argent  medical  cases;  and 
thoogb  it  has,  since  the  new  bnllding  was  opened, 
assumed  more  the  character  of  a  general  hospital,  the 
medical,  as  well  as  the  surgical  cases,  ars  still  chiefly 
of  the  same  setere  description.  The  sererity  of  the 
esses  arises  from  the  hospital  being  sitaated  near  to 
the  most  densely  populated  and  nnhealthy  part  of 
the  town,  and  from  being  also  dose  to  the  docks  aad 
skipping.  From  the  latter  it  rscelved  many  bad  easee 
of  saarry,  dyeentery,  palmoaaiy  consumption,  aad 
'variona  organic  diseases,  which,  from  their  natnre,  or 
from  not  being  attended  to  at  sea,  are  peooUarly 
•arere  aad  Artal. 

Dariag  the  year  1846,  the  number  of  medical  cases 


Of  diseaaes  of  the  respiratory  organs,  there  were  153 
easee,  29  of  which  provad  fatal.  Of  the  latter,  17 
were  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption. 

Of  diseases  of  the  organs  of  circulation  and  of  the 
blood,  there  were  80  cases,  and  eight  of  them  prored 
fatal.  There  was  one  death  from  purpura  hs»morrhagloa, 
two  from  scurvy,  and  five  from  disease  of  the  heart. 

Of  diseaees  of  the  atonmch  and  intestinal  cana^ 
there  were  156  cases;  and  of  theee,  20  were  fataL 
There  were  105  cases  of  dianrhcsa  and  dysentery,  16 
of  which  died. 

Of  diseasee  of  the  liver,  there  were  21  cases,  two  of 


Of  dropsy,  there  were  33  cases,  six  of  which  died. 

Of  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  there  were  five 
of  uterine  diseases,  ten ;  of  secondary  syphilla 
aad  skin  dlseaaee,  89;  of  diseaees  of  the  eye,  ftmr; 
aad  eight  caaee^of  other  dlseaaee  aot  damified, 
ladnding  oae  istal  eaee  of  iaiammatloa  of  the  ait 
passages  from  the  famee  of  aitroos  add* 

The  rata  of  mortality  la  ISiO  waa  higher  than  asnal. 
The  total  aaad»er  of  eaaea  treated  la  the  hoepltal^ 
excluding  these  rsaMlnlag  from  the  pncediag  year, 
and  oBt.patieau,  waa  1620,  aad  the  deaths,  136,  at 
oaain  12;  731  were  medical  cases,  of  which  74  dled« 
or  pne  in  9}.  From  comparing  thia  with  a  table  for 
the  year  1843,  I  find  that  the  mortality  was  above  tho 
average,  42  deaths  having  occoffed  In  that  year  in 
607  medical  cases,  or  one  in  I2i.  That  the  mortality- 
should  have  been  higher  than  nsnal,  doee  not,  however, 
seem  surprising,  when  we  find,  from  the  reports  of  tho 
Registrar  General,  that  it  waa  much  above  the  averago 
over  the  whale  kiagdoai,  (60,000  ia  Eagland  aad 
Wales  above  the  average  In  1846,)  chledy  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  diarrbcsa  and  dysentery.  In  tho 
Northern  Hospital  these  diseases  proved  fatal  ia 
dxteen  cases,  thus  standing  next  to  pulmonary  eoa- 
snmptiott,  which  was  the  cause  of  death  in  seventeen. 

It  should,  however,  be  observed,  that  a  higher  rata 
of  mortality  might  at  all  times  be  looked  for  in  thia 
hoepltal  than  In  most  othere,  owing  to  the  ordinary 
atate  of  health  of  the  popalatloa  from  which  it  recdvea 
maay  of  ita  inmates,  aad  the  severe  nature  of  tha 
cases.  The  annual  mortality  of  the  whole  popnlaHon 
of  Liverpool  Is  about  one  in  28;  eo  that  it  weald  seesa 
that  the  deaths  among  tha  asedioal  caaee  during  their 
period  of  sishaem  ia  the  hpepltsl  waa  three  tinma 
greater  than  among  the  whole  population  aannally* 


admitted  waa  731;  of  surgical,  889;— that  is,  1690 

yatleata  treated  ia  the  hospttaL    To  these  most  bTt  Tte'recent  extendve  emigration  from  Ireland,  whiek 
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liM  bronght  many  thoosaods  of  poor  famished  enaUmsf 
#itli«r  already  in  a  state  of  disease*  or  higUj  pre- 
disposed  to  ferer  and  dysentery,  has  clearly  shown 
that  this  high  rate  does  not  arise  solely  ttom  nn- 
liealthiness  of  the  town  itself— of  its  resident  popnla- 
tion.  From  this  debilitated  class  of  persons,  however, 
and  from  other  non-resident  classes— sailors  and 
foreigners,  a  considerable  nnmber  ot  oar  patients  are 
furnished.  The  severe  and  urgent  nature  of  the  oases 
k  also  sneh,  that  it  not  onfreqaently  happens  tliM 
patients  are  brought  to  us  in  articuh  mariiM^  while 
^  others,  who  have  just  landed  from  ships,  and  hare  been 
long  ill,  surrire  but  a  few  days. 

PROVINCIAL 

iMtttical  9c  Surgical  SournaU 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  16,  1847. 


We  have  received  a  copy  of  an  Address  from 
the  Honorary  Medical  Board  of  the  Liverpool 
Workhouse  and  Fever  Hospital,  to  the  rate- 
fmftTs  of  the  parish  of  Liverpool,  which  is 
franght  with  matter  of  such  immediate  import- 
ance to  the  best  interests  of  the  public,  that 
«e  deem  it  our  duty  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing 
the  subject  to  which  it  refers  before  the  members 
•f  onr  widely  extended  Association.  The  town 
of  Liverpool  has  been  placed  in  an  onfortonate 
poeition,  by  the  immigration  of  |0  large  a  nnmber 
of  our  snfferiBg€sUow«eeuatrymenft«m  Ireland, 
bringing  with  tkem  ae4hey  did,  not  mly  the  onll 
for  largn  peeuninry  nesietaitce,  en  aoeonnt  of 
their  starving  oonditiott,  but  also  the  seeds  of 
fatal  diseasaj  -whieh  haa  but  too  rapidly  com- 
municated  Itself  to,  -and  earried  its  ravages 
among,  the  native  population.  The  great 
increase  of  fever  cases  appears  to  have  led  to 
increased  demands  for  hospital  accommodation 
by  the  district  surgeons,  for  those  who  were 
the  suiFerers  under  it ;  and  the  parochial  au- 
thorities, after  a  long  period  of  indifference, 
were  induced  at  last  to  take  some  steps  to  meet 
the  evil,  the  growth  of  which  has,  no  doubt, 
been  greatly  augmented  by  the  want  of  earlier 
nttention  in  this  respect. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  seems  that 
^  the  Medical  Board  of  the  Workhouse  was  in 
tbe  middle  of  February  last,"  we  quote  the 
words  of  the  address,  *'  for  tbe  Jlrfi  time  con- 
suited,  in  the  form  of  a  call  to  sanction  the 
#ppreprlntion  of  a  part  of  the  Workhouse,  then 
ooonpied  by  the  infim  and  aged  men,  to  the 
purposes  of.  a  fevar-ward."  The  over-crowded 
state  of  the  house  very  properly  operated  with 
IIm  If  s4i€al  Board  in  induoiBg  them  to  reftise 
to  saMlkm  the  intfodoetioa  of  fsvor-cases  iolo 
the  ioinaaryof  the  iastifeoUon,  or  the  appropd*. 
mtioB  of  a  ward  as  a  fever  Jieq^ital,  it  sppearing 


on  an  investigstioOi:  that  there  was  **  seaceely.a 
ward  in  the  bouse,  for  tho  reeeptioa  of  either 
healthy  or  iick>  in  wbieh  there  were  not  ^wiee  as 
many  persons  as  there  ought  to  be,  and  that 
there  were  many  in  which  there  were  four  Usms 
the  number." 

Tbe  ad4ress  goes  on  to  show  tbs*,  ««at 
the  time  that  this  statemont  was  made^  the 
average  cabio  diSMasiono  aUowod  for  mA  of 
601  persons,  aB4  bis  bedi  was  only  800  eaUo 
feet„  and  that  of  this  number,  each  of  SOS  had 
only  933  cubic  feet«  and  that  each  of  the 
remaining  319  had  an  average  of  303  cobie  feet. 
In  other  words>  601  persons  slept  in  less  than 
one-third,  289  of  them  in  less  than  one-fourth, 
and  318  in  little  more  than  one-third  of  the 
space  deemed  necessary  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Prisons  for  the  preservation  of  tbe  health  of 
the  inmates  of  a  gaol. 

An  arrsngesasnt  waa  afterwards  proposed, 
and  cordially  assented  to  by  tho  Medical  Board, 
by  which  "  the  whole  of  the  Infirmary  looking 
towards  Brownlow  Hill"  was  to  be  eteered  oal^ 
for  the  reoeptioo  of  fever«.patients ;  tboniedieal» 
surgioalj  and  lying-in  patients,  to  be  removed  to 
wards  sdected  by  the  Board  in  a  new  buildiag. 

In  direct  contravention  of  this  arrangement, 
the  Workhouse  Committee  removed  a  part  of 
the  inmates*  the  infirm  and  aged  to  cells  '*  little 
better  than  under-ground  cellars;"  and  the 
medical,  surgical,  and  lying-in  patients  were 
<' carried  off  in  the  dead  of  the  night  to  the  ohi 
nurseries,  which  had  been  disapprof  ed  of  as 
wards  by  the  Board,  where  they  wore  Ibund 
next  morning,  by  the  physician  mud  aurgooa  in 
attendance*  huddled  togetber,  in  some  cases  two 
in  a  bed,  and  withont  any  provision  for  their 
oomfovt,at  a  time  when  a  very  fatal  eptdeasie  of 
dysentery  pBevalled*"  Tho  ooase^enete  may 
readily  be  antieipaaed.  ''  On  tho  17%h  of  April 
it  was  represented  that  tbirtywseven  men  stept 
in  eight  beds,  aad  ninet^siz  women  and  dkii* 
dren  in  tbirty-eigbt  beds,  and  that  eight  oases 
of  fever  were  removed  to  tbe  fever-wards  the 
next  morning.  On  the  84th  of  April,  twenty- 
one  cases  at  least  of  fever  were  removed  from 
different  parts  of  the  house  to  the  ward  in  one 
day  ;  fourteen  deaths  in  tbe  course  of  the  week 
had  taken  place  from  fever  and  dysentery  in  the 
cleansing  wards:  a  deputation  from  the  Board 
on  this  day  found  twenty  eases  of  fever  In  these 
wards,  a  general  provalencoof  severe  dysentery^ 
and,  in  one  instance,  three  eases  of  fever  in 
one  bed." 

It  is  nnnseessary  bore  to  pursue  tbe  suljeet 
farther,  ezeepUng  to  state,  that  in  tbe  coUbdon 
whteb  neeessarily  took  plaoe  between  tbe  Me<Bcsl 
Board  and  tbe  Workhouse  Committee,  and 
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subsequent  iuTestigfttion  before  an  Assistant 
Poor-Law  Commlsioner,  that  funetionaiy  took 
part  with  the  Committee ;  when/after  a  fruitless 
application  to  the  Poor-Law  Commission,  the 
Medical  Board  feeling  their  ettkciency  to  be  at 
«n  end,  with  the  utterly  inadequate  means 
placed  at  their  disposal  to  enable  them  to  dis- 
•charge  their  duties  properly,  have  withdrawn 
themeelvea  Iron  all  responsibility,  and  frdkn  the 
«barge  of  the  hospital. 

This  canifot  but  be  regarded  undir  existing 
'Cirenmstanees,  as  a  pabMc  calamity  to  the  town 
ef  Liirerpool^  and  it  is  grMtly  to  be '  feared  the 
inhabitants  willsufFer  €fi  sMisMby  this  ill-judged 
parsimony,  fbr  we  presume  that  the  item  of 
expense  is  at  the  root  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  thus  opposing  themselves  to  the  wise 
pretcantionary  recommendations  of  the  Medical 
Board.  With  the  contagious  and  fatal  fever 
which  exists  in,  or  threatens,  not  only  Liverpool, 
but  most  of  the  larger  towns  in  the  western 
districts,  and  from  the  same  cause,  it  is  earnestly 
to  be  hoped  that  every  attention  will  be  paid 
lo  those  sanatory  precautions^  and  especially  the 
avoiding  of  over-crowding  in  Union  Workhouses 
-and  other  public  establishments,  which  the 
imowledge  and  experience  of  the  medical  pro- 
fessioQ  eoaUe  them  to  point  out.  The  very 
trifling  cost  to  the  pnblic,  almost  indeed  inappre- 
•ciable,  at  which  the  services  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession are  obtained  in  the  charge  of  the  sick 
poor,  should  at  least  facilitate  the  employment 
•of  all  fitting  arrangements  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  contagious  disease. 

The  greater  part  o(  the  public  and  private 
medical  charities  throughout  the  kingdom,  it 
is  justly  observed,  are  worked  by  Honorary 
Medical  Offioers»  How  the  Union  officers  are 
remunerated  may  be  learned  fnnn  the  subjoined 
extract:— >*'  In  the  rich  town  of  laverpoc^,  now 
proverbial  fSsr  the  -amount  of  disease^exisiing  in 
it»  the  whole  remuneration  for  skilled  medical 
relief,  underordinarycircomstaBees,  exclusive  of 
that  affsrded  by  the  private  eimritles,  ia  less 
Ihaa  £ieoo  per  annvm,' being  IHtle  more  than 
«ne  halfpenny  in  the  pound  of  the  annual  value 
of  the  rateable  property,  and  from  £1120  of 
this,  paid  to  sixteen  district  surgeons,  is  to  be 
deducted  the  amount  expended  in  supplying  the 
paoper  populatbn  with  medicine." 


appointed  to  manage  this  fund  have  been  enabled 
to  offer  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  as  a  prize  for  the 
best  Essay  or  Report ''  On  the  Cerebral  Affections 
of  Infancy.*'  Other  subjects  have  been  under 
consideration,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  fund  for 
the  succeeding  year  will  be  so  far  augmented,  aa 
to  allow  not  only  of  soine  of  these  being  pro* 
posed  for  competition,  but  at  the  same  time  of 
subjects  of  original  research  being  named  for 
investigation,  and  other  measures  being  brought 
lorward  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 


A  SytUm  af  Surgery,  By  J.  M.  Chblitjs,  Doctor  iu 
Medicioe  and  Sargery,  dec,  &c.  Translated  from 
the  German,  and  accompanied  with  additional  Notts 
and  ObMnrations.  By  Jonif  F.  South,  late  Pro- 
feasor  of  Sargery  to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  England,  and  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  Sl  Thomas's 
Hospital.  London :  1847.  8ro.  2  vols.  pp.  clxvii.» 
814  and  1009. 

We  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  the  comple* 
tion  of  tills  truly  important  work*  and  it  is  no  smaXL 
credit,  both  to  the  translator  and  the  pnblisber,  that 
the  promises  of  regularity  of  appearance  made  at  its 
commencement  have  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter.  Many 
works  pablished  ia  a  similar  manner,  but  far  less 
elaborate*  and  with  little  excuse  for  failure  in  this 
respect,  still  Unger^ia  the  hands  of  aether  or  printer, 
the  earlier  anmbsm.  of  wUeh>  akaady  becoaung  obso- 
lets,  long  preceded  the  appeawace  ci  the  first  iastal* 
ment  of  the  work  bs5is>  astaod  H  Is  with  regret  we 
learn  that  the  publisher  (if  not  the  author,}  is  likely 
to  be  deprived,  by  the  very  oserits  of  the  work,  in  an 
extensive  field  at  least,  of  dm  fair  reward  of  his  rare 
and  Commendable  perseverance. 

Any  review  of  so  comprehennre  a  work,  in  the 
limited  space  which  we  are  able  to  deypte  to  noticing  the 
pubHcations  of  the  day,  is  out  of  the  question;  we  are 
compelied,  therefore,  to  a  very  brief  exposition  of  its 
contents,  with  a  general  expressioa  of  approbation  o£ 
the  manner  in  which  Mr.  South  has  executed  the 
translation,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  the  greatly 
increased  value  which  the  original  work  of  Frofenor 
Cbelins  derives,  from  the  nnmeroos  conunenU  in  this 
edition.  So  numerous  indeed  are  these,  and  so 
important  to  the  elucidation  of  the  subject  treated  upo.n» 
to  its  general  literature  and  practical  utility,  that  it 
cannot  but  be  obserred,  that  the  "  System,"  in  its 
We  beg  to  direct  attention  to  the  announce- 1  English  dress,  is  as  much  the  work  of  Mr.  Smith  as  of 


anent  made  in  the  last  number,  and  repeated  in 
^another  'column  of  the  present^number,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Council  JPrize.  From  the  sub- 
acriptions  and  donations  made  to  the  Council 
Fimd  since  its  establishment  at  the  last  Anni« 
versary  at  Norwich,    the   Committee    there 


its  German  author. 

The  "  System  of  Surgery"  of  Cbelins  and  South,  as 
it  may  be  justly  termed,  is  arranged  under  eight  sec- 
ions  or  divisions.  The  first  of  thcse.is  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  inflammation;  the  second  treau  of  diseaase 
which  resBlt  from  the  distaibance  of  physical  continuity; 
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the  third,  ofdiieaiM  dependettt  on  iwnatiiral  cd- 
kerfeoee;  ^  foarth,  of  thow  dtpendent  <m  the 
preMoee  of  fordgn  bodies;  tbe  fifth,  of  diieaset  which 
connst  ID  the  defeneration  of  organic  parts,  or  in  the 
prodoction  of  new  stmctnre ;  the  sixth  treats  of  loss 
of  organic  parts ;  tbe  seventh,  of  snperfluity  of  oijganie 
parts ;  and  tbe  eighth,  and  last,  of  tbe  elementary  ptb- 
ceediogs  of  surgical  operations.  Tbe  ficst  two  dirisions 
oecnpy  nearly  tbe  whole  of  tbe  first  Tolame ;  tbe  other 
six  form  tbe  contents  of  tbe  second  volamei^ 

We  shall  not  stop  to  inqoire  into  the  aseifts  of  tliis 
ttrangement,  whether  it  is  tbe  best  whkb  migbt^^iaTe 
been  constmeted,  or  whether  in  tbe  following  of  ^  dot, 
tbe  several  subjects  succeed  each  other,  in  a  natural  or 
convenient  sequence.  Tbe  treatise  is  essentially  a  work 
of  reference  and  consaltation  for  tbe  advanced  prac- 
Utioner,  rather  than  a  guide-book  for  the  mere  student ; 
and  any  deviation  from  tbe  various  systems  of  arrange* 
aient  which  diflTerent  individuals  may  prefer  is  more 
than  compensated  by  tbe  very  copious  analytical  index, 
extending  to  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighty  closely- 
printed  pages.  Hits  index  adds  greatly,  in  our  opinion, 
to  the  value  of  tbe  work,  as  it  enables  those,  with  whom 
time  is  an  object,  at  once  to  obtain  an  epitome  of  what 
is  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  tbe  work,  or  any  su^je#t 
on  which  information  may  be  looked  for. 


SHROPSHIRB  AND  NORTH  WALES  BRANCH 
OF  TH£  PJlOYINCIAXi  MEDICAL  AND 
SURGICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

aMNUAL  MBBTiaO. 

Tbe  Annual  Meeting  of  tbe  Shropshire  and  North 
Wales  Brandi  of  tbe  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
AssDdatlon,  niid  of  tbo  vssldeiit  nedioal  ptftdillo^en 


2%i  Surgeon*9  Vad€  M§eum*  By  RoniRT  Dadttt, 
Fallow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons.  Fourth 
Edition.  l4>ndon.  1847.  Fcp.  Svo,  pp.  620.  With 
nnmerous  wood-cnts. 

The  merits  of  this  wmk  are  to  well  known  and  so 
Justly  appreeialed,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  do 
more  than  briefly  announce  tbe  appearance  of  another 
edition.  It  is,  however,  right  to  mention,  that  much 
new  matter  of  interest  to  the  surgeon  has  been  adSed, 
chiefly  in  tbe  practical  parts  of  tbe  werk.  Among 
these  may  be  enumerated  tbe  sections  on  inflammation; 
on  malignant  diseases;  the  treatment  of  aneurism  by 
compression ;  the  section  on  ^diseases  of  tbe  esr ;  and 
some  very  usefM  directions  on  bandaging,  accompanied, 
by  illustratioBS.  Tbe  mimber  of  tbe  niustratioos 
tbrougbont  is  also  very  asoeh  increased,-  and,  notwith* 
■amding  tbe  aitoowlndged  excelieoce  of  tbe  precediqg 
editions,  the  present  wHI  be  found  considerably  to 
inrpass  them. 

— ~         ■  -  ._  1  ■-  [--¥1  -■ r 


of  Shropshire^  waa  held  on  Friday,  at  Shrswshary 
May  SSth,  and  was  well  attended  by  memben  of  tfas- 
proffratlon  from  Oswestry,  Wellington,  and  other  towns. 

*P.  Cartwright,  Esq.,  of  Oswestry,  the  Fk-esident  of 
the 'Branch  AssodatioD,  on  taking  the  chair,  obserrsd,. 
Ibat  in  exerting  himself  to  ensure  a  numeroat  meeting 
on  that  oosasion,  be  bad  been  Influenced  solely  by  the 
desire  be  felt,  as  JRresident  of  the  Atsodatlon,  to 
make  bimself  ussftil  lo  ibo  piolhsslon.  He  thosght 
advantsge  should  be  takes  of  the  Psrllamenltiy 
Committee  now  sUHng  oa  Mr.  Wakley's  Msdicsl 
Begistretioa  Bill,  to  s«ke  tho  mewbsnof  tbs  legli* 
latare  better  acquainted  with  the  wants  and  wisbsi  of 
medical  men,  and  something  would,  no  doubt,  leioU 
for  their  benefit  It  was  only  necessary,ln  hit  opinioo^ 
that  they  should  now  come  forward  and  make  their 
grievances  known,  to  gain  all  that  was  etsential  to  the 
prosperity  and  usefulness  of  the  profession,  and  rsiae 
Hs  members  in  the  estimation  of  society.  By  the 
Regietralion  Bill  a  line  of  circumYallation  would  be 
drawn  around  the  educated  practitioner,  broad  end 
distinct,  so  as  to  separate  the  quack  from  those  who 
possessed  legal  qualifleations.  He  regretted  to  state 
that  Illegal  practitionera  too  often  rscelved  aid  firom 
tboee  of  the  prefession  who  oogbt  not  to  encoortge 
them.  Mr.  Wekley's  bill  waa  not,  peifaaps,  stt  tbst 
could  be  desired,  bnt  that  gentleman  had  done  his  best 
to  sis^tllfy  tbe  measure,  and  adapt  it  to  the  present 
exigencies  of  tbe  profeesion.  Ho  thoogbt  itwis,  at  sll 
events,  sound  In  principle,  and  elaimed  the  support  of 
every  member  of  the  profession ;  and  it  also  appesied 
to  him  that  there  were  many  points  that  would  con- 
tribute to  the  protection  and  well  Mng  of  the  proin* 
slon. 

In  the  preeent  anomaloua  state  of  the  profession,  the 
general  praetltioner  was  excluded  from  the  CoUegs  of 
Physicians,  and  insulted  by  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Suf^ons,  and  tbe  profeesion,  as  a  body,  wss  left 
unprotected,  end  stripped  of  that  collegiate  and  socisl 
sUndlng  trMcb  they  bad  legally  acquired  at  great 
trouble  and  expense.  The  Council  had  exercised  the 
powen  of  their  new  charter  Invidiously,  and  the  personi 
selected  for  the  fellowship  had  no  more  claim  to  fliat 
distinction,  on  the  score  of  merit,  than  the  iboassnds 
on  the  college  list  who  were  poesed  over.  If  the 
sdeetfon  bud  been  eoiitMd  tb  bospiud  and  Inflnsiy 
surgeons,  and  the  right  to  elect  the  Coucil  had  not 
been  gMBled  le»  the  Miowa,  bo  4i4-iieC  Insow  that  Ibeie 
wooM  bavo  Jieett  ao  mneh  to  eomplalB  of»  but  he 
thoni^t  Oejr  bad  •  right  toeoaplala,  whonlnilvMasls 
were  elevated  to  the  rank  of  Mlowa  to  the  great  dis- 
paragement of  odisrs  equally  worthy  of  the  title.  The 
petition  he  aboold  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  them 
would,  he  believed,  embody  their  eentiments  on  flie 
subject  of  the  Registration  BUI,  and  the  nsore  isqiortsnl 
sulgect  of  medical  and  sufgioal  educatien,  and  he  hoped 
their  exertions  might  aid  ita  being  mvried  thrau^ 
Pta>llament. 

Tbe  fbUovlqf  rssokitlou  wore  ftea  ndspUd  ^- 

1st— Plr^osed  by  S.  Woo»,  Esq.,  aeeonded  by  R  P*^ 

WBtTOw,  Bsq. 
«>  That  tbe  Medical  BeghMrntloft  BUI,  hi' ferabg  * 
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Jfgal  4iatliietioB  between  Uioee  who  are  propedj  1  **IbL  Tbet  IsnontDt  end  aoqaaliaeJ  penons  havw 
qnelified  to  pracHce  medidne  and  enrgeij,  and  thMe  the  power  of  a«iiimii.f^  with  impsnity,  profeMionaf 
who  are  not  to  qoalified,  and  in  affording  a  legal    titlee  and  degreee,  and  thereby  groeely  and  injariooilj 


leeogBltion  and  tanetion  to  practice  to  the  qualified 
practitioner,  is  aoond  in  principle,  and  deeerring  of 
the  lappori  of  the  Profeaaion." 

2nd.— Proposed  by   IT.  WrsB,  Ssq.,  seconded  by 

^  That  Itfaittcnmbent  npon  the  legislatnre  to  pro? ide, 
by  every  means  In  their  power,  for  the  snppiession  of 
findUry/by  which  the  pabHo  are  grossly  litapoied  Qpon, 
■Dd  many  ▼alnable  lifee  annnally  lost." 

3rd.— Proposed  by  W.  Eddowbs,  Esq.,  seconded  by 

T.  PiDDVCx,  Esq. 
^Thst  it  is  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Vedieal  Profeasinn,  that  one  anifoim  standard  of  con- 
joint  medical  and  anrgical  edaeation,  combined  with 
practical  examinations,  be  established,  aa  a  teat  of 
capability  for  practice  for  all  those  who  shall  hereafker 
enter  the  profession  nnder  any  title  whatsoerer." 


4lh.— Proposed  by  J.  Dickin,  Esq.,  seconded  by 

Dr.  DnvRT. 
*  That  the  nnmerons  corporate  bodies  hsTkig  tbe 
power  of  granting  degrees  onght  to  be  iMsimilated  In 
the  amonnt  of  qoaliflcation  reqaired  foii  the  attainment 
of  OBOh  degreee  of  a  like  denomination,  and  that  the. 
If  edioal  Registration  Bill  win  be  highly  beneficial  in 
efteting  thia  otject" 


5Ui.— Proposed  by  £.  Bknnion,  Esq.,  aeconded  by 
J.  R.  Humph  BEYS,  Esq. 

**  That  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  place  before 
the  Parliamentary  Committee,  appointed  to  enqnira 
into  tba  laws  that  govern  the  Profession,  the  evils  that 
lesnlt  fiom^  the  irresponsible  power  possessed  by  the 
eorporate  bodies,  more « partienlarly  the  Colleges  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  to  endearonr  to  obtain 
iw  the  great  body  of  the  members  of  those  colleges  a 
jast  and  fair  system  of  representation  therein.'' 

<Hh.— Proposed  by  Dr.  Fuller,  seconded  by  SahusL 

Wood,  Esq. 
'^  That  the  foltowlng  petition  be  presented  to  Parlii^ 
'  ment  In  accordance  with  the  views  of  this  meeting  :**.« 

.  To  Me  Hon^umhh  tke  C^mmmu.^  Qfmt  Btikun  and 
......  Ireland m ParUammL immMed. 

.SSh^  BitWon  of  the  Pasaideat^  and  Conaeil  •#  the 

Sfaiopibife  and  If orth  Wales  Branch  of  the  Pkovte- 

dal  Medical  and  Snigieal  Asseeiation,  and  of  the 

iwsident   Hedical    and   Surreal    Practitionen   oi 

ShropahhPe,  in  public  meeting  aasembledy 

SheweHh,— 

''That  your  petitioners  beg  respeet/hlly  to  fmpreas 

''  tiMr  gratftude  fot  the  conslderatioof  yon  have  evinced 

"  towatds  the  medical  prdfbsslorf  by  the  appotatment  of 

'  n'  Comartttee  to  investigate  the  subject  of  medical 

liglatratlon  and  of  the  state  of  the  law  rsbting  to  the 

fwrtiee  of  aMdlclne  and  suigei^  In  these  kingdoms. 

^ThMX  ywir  petitioners  are  of  opinion  that  tha 

grievances  which  afibet  the  amdleal  profeaslon  adia  I  Medical  Reform  amde  the  snl^t  of  eatanded  comment 

,  inm  the  fiiQowing  oaBaea :~  •  ^nnddiaemJonby  aeveral  gentlemenpresent.  Altogether 


imposing  on  the  public 

**  3nd.  That  no  uniform  standard  of  conjoint  medieat 
and  surgical  education  exists,  and  that  divers  colleger 
and  bodies  corporate  have  the  privilege  of  granting 
degrees  and  titles  at  rates  of  education  and  qualifi- 
cation  essentially  AflRnring  ft'om  each  other. 

'<ani.  That  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Snr* 

geona   hold   an   irresponsible  power,  which,  in  the 

inelance  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  under  their  recent 

charter,  has  been  arbitrarily,  and  iiyurioualy  exercised 

I  towards  its  members. 

*<  4th.  That  the  Apothecaries'  Company  is  the  only 
body  corporate  capable  of  granting  a  licence  to  practise* 
in  England  and  Wales,  and  may  thus  interfere  to  pre- 
vent those  from  practising  who  possess  higher  qualifi- 
cations than  the  members  of  that  body. 

^  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  considering  it  essential  to* 
the  health  and  aafety  of  the  public,  aa  well  as  to  the 
improvement  of  the  profession,  that  these  grievancea 
be  redressed,  entreat  your  Honourable  Houae,— 

**  1st.  That  the  Medical  Registration  Bill  be  passed 
into  a  Law. 

**  2nd.  That  one  uniform  and  determinate  standard  of 
coi^oint  Medical  and  Sargical  Education,  combined 
with  two  or  more  practical  ezaminationa  be  established^ 
and  that  no  person  after  the  passing  of  the  Medical 
Regiatration  Bill,  be  registered,  or  entiUed  to  practise^ 
who  cannot  produce  testimonials  of  having  completed 
such  conjoint  education  and  examination,  excepting 
alwaya  tboae  in  actoal  practice  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  such  Bill,  and  qualified  to  be  registered  under  it 

^3rd.  That  a  just  and  fair  system  of  representation 
be  aecorded  to  the  great  body  of  the  members  of  the 
profession  in  their  several  Colleges,  and,  in  particular, 
that  the  irresponsible  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  be  so  modified 
on  the  representative  system,  as  to  impart  to  those 
institutions  a  greater  infiuence,  security,  and  efficiency^ 

*' And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray." 

7th.»Proposed  by  W.  Howlbtt,.  Esq.,  seoonded  by 

Dn  WuxiAwa. 
"  That  the  BMmbars  of  the  eoon^  and  the  differanl 
boroughs  therein  he  loqaested  to  support  the  Medical 
JU^stxation  Bill."  . 

Slh.-^nropoeed  by  Dr.  DmoBf,  aeeended  by 
R.  IteounBTOB,  Esq. 

''That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to* 
Fbplob  Ca&TWBiGHT,  Esq.,  for  his  impartial  conduct 
in  the  chair,  and  for  the  unwearied  energy  with  which 
he  has,  upon  all  occasions,  exerted  himself  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  Medical  Profession." 

At  the  eonolBsion  of  the  meeting  the  memben  and 
visitors  a^Jonrned  to  the  dinner  table,  where,  on  the 
removal  of  the  cloth,  the  healths  of  the  various  offloera' 
of  the  AssociatioB  were  proposed  fjrom  the  chair,  whioh 
waa  ably  filled  hj  Mr.  Cartwright|  and  tile  queetton  of 
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Hie  tMuittnuy  wm  both  more  nnmeroatly  atundad, 
ftnd  more  gratifjing  in  its  resalui,  th«n  any  limilar 
ttiaMfng  held  fn  Sbrewsbory  for  tome  yean. 

T.J.  Dmry,  H.D.,  Physician  to  tho  Salop  Infirmary, 
was  elected  President  for  the  ensoiag  year. 


BATH   PATHOLOGICAL   SOCIETY. 

Fonrth  MeeUng,  Jan.  4th,  1847. 

Mr.  NoKMAH  In  the  Chiir. 

Casb  XIT. — Bahituat  palpitation  of  the  heart;  dytptugO} 
dUHnet  hruit,  heard  mo$t  clearly  at  the  lotoer  pafi 
eftht  9ttmum.  Dittecthm  :—DilatalioH  of  the  right 
aide  of  the  heart ;  dUeaeed  tricuepid  valtfee. 

Mr.  Waldron  related  the  history  of  a  ease,  with  an 
-acconnt  of  the  post-mortem  appearances ;  the  speei- 
mens  conld  not  be  obtained.  The  patient,  a  woman 
Siboat  63  years  of  age,  first  came  under  Mr.  Waldron'e 
•care  abont  eight  or  ten  months  preTious  to  her  death, 
at  which  time  he  learned  that  she  had  been  much 
snbject  to  palpitation  of  the  heart  from  an  early  period 
«f  life.  On  examination  there  did  not  seem  any 
enlargement  of  the  left  side  of  the  chest ;  the  action  of 
the  heart  was  irregolar,  and  she  complained  of  dyspnos  a> 
which  was  increased  by  any  exertion,  palpitation  at 
the  same  time  being  iodaced ;  the  heart's  action  was 
smsompanied  by  a  bruit,  heard  moat  dietinctly  ut  the 
lower  part  of  the  sternum ;  there  was  also  a  thrilling 
aenaation  communicated  to  the  hand  when  placed  over 
the  region  of  the  heart ;  the  pulse  at  the  wrist  was 
Jeeble  and  beeame  intermittent  on  slight  exertion.  Her 
«ympteins  for  •  tine  appeared  to  yield  to  treatment, 
hut  after  •xposure  to  oold  *nd  over-exertion  she  was 
Attacked  with  synoope  and  died  without  rallying.  The 
liody  was  examined  forty-eight  hours  after  death;  the 
lieart  was  found  much  enlarged,  softened,  and  0t 
«  yellowish  grey  colour ;  the  right  cavities  contained  a 
considerable  quantity  of  fluid  blood ;  the  right  auricle 
wuamuch  enlaiged;  the  tricuspid  valves  at  their  base 
were  contracted  and  cartilaginous. 

Cask  XY.— Acute  tuberculization  of  the  lungs;  death  in 

twenty-one  days  from  first  symptoms. 

Mr.  Field  exhibited  portions  of  both  lungs  talcen 
fnm  the  body  of  a  girl,  IS  years  of  age ;  her  histoVy  is 
as  Ibnows:— Until  wHhin  a  weelt  of  (he  time  Mr.  Field 
tint  saw  her,  which  was  twelve  days  before  her  death, 
ahe  had  enjoyed  tolerably  good  health,  though  never 
robust;  she  had  never  suffered  under  any  pectoral 
•ymptoms,  neither  cough,  short  breatbiog,  nor  pain 
of  chest.  She  had  never  menstruated.  On  examina- 
tiqu  she  complained  of  slight  pain  under  the  sternum 
and  in  the  region  of  the  heart ;  percussion  elicited  an 
unsatisfactory  sound  beneath  both  claricles,  and  beneath 
the  right  there  was  slight  crepitation  ;  the  respiration 
was  rather  hurried,  and  the  expansion  of  the  chest 
imperfect;  her  pulse  was  quick  and  weak ;  no  expectora- 
tion ;  her  general  appearance  was  that  of  a  person 
labouring  under  serious  disease,  which,  combined  with 
the  physical  signs,  )ed  Mr.  Field  to  consider  the  case  as 
one  of  acute  tuberculization.  The  last  six  days  of  her 
life  ahe  was  very  feeble.    On  dissection,  both  Innn 
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were  found  minutely  atudded  with  miliaiy  toberelss, 
all  of  small  and  uniform  size.  The  specific  gravi^  of 
both  lungs  was  so  much  increased  that  they  sank 
rapidly  In  water,  and  shewed  but  littie  tendency  to 
float  in  a  saturated  solution  of  alum  and  nitre ;  t^sre 
was  slight  thickening  of  the  mitral  valve,  though  not 
safldent  to  render  It  incompetent  for  its  office;  the 
liver  was  enlarged  and  fatty ;  the  brain  and  kidneys 
were  hot  examined.  The  period  within  which  the 
diseaae  proved  fatal  was  as  nearly  as  could  be  ascer- 
ttfned  twenty-one  days.  Mr.  Field  remarked  on  this 
case  as  illustrating  a  form  of  disease,  rapidly  and 
apparentiy  certainly  fatal,  and  alluded  to  aio|iUr 
cases  that  have  been  placed  on  record  by  Loaii, 
especially  one  case,  where  the  duration  of  the  diaeaie 
was  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same.  Mr.  Field  then 
alluded  to  the  question  as  one  of  much  interssy— 
whether  this  acute  form  of  tuberculization,  was  to  be 
ccmsidered  as  an  effect  of  inflammatory  action  or  not! 
and  gave  as  one  reason  against  such  a  view,  that  in 
acute  tuberculization  both  lungs  are  almost  invariably 
adTedsd,  Whilst  double  pneumonia  is  comparatively 
rare. 

Cask  XYL— iVb  Atttory.    JMsfcdiais  :^A4kem^ 

pericardium, 

Mr.  Bush  exhibited  a  heart  taken  from  the  body  of 
a  man,  about  70  years  of  age.  Concerning  bis  previous 
histoiy  there  was  not  much  known,  except  that  1» 
had  suffered  from  a  aovere  attack  of  what  was  called 
asthma,  ubout  six  years  before.  On  dissection,  liie 
pericardium  was  found  very  much  thickened  and 
adherent  Ithronghout;  the  heart  was  much  enlaiged, 
and  the  aortu  more  capacious  than  natural ;  the  eu- 
docardium  was  healthy,  and  the  valvea  sound;  a 
portion  of  the  pleural  covering  the  right  lung  wii 
adherent  to  the  pericardium. 

CasbXYII.— iVoAittory.  Sudden  death.  Dissection:^ 
Rupture  of  the  aorta. 

Mr.  Hunt  exhibited  part  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta  of 
a  maQ,  concerning  whom  he  had  no  history,  except 
that  death  had  Uken  place  rather  suddenly.  «Thi 
portion  of  the. aorta  was  much  dilated,  and  presentsd 
a  longitudinal  (as  regaida  the  course  of  the  vessel,) 
rupture  of  tiie  internal  coat ;  and  at  aome  diataooe  frem 
the  seat  of  injury  of  the  inner  ooat,  was  an  irregular 
opening  in  the  aorta  through  which  the  blood  hkd 
escaped* 

Cass  XYIII.— iVo  peculiar  nervous  symptoms  ;  sudden 
death.  Dissection : — Calcareous  deposit  in  the  nervous 
matter  of  the  cerebellum,  and  also  in  the  arteries  ef 
the  brain. 

Mr.  Skinner  exhibited  a  portion  oi  the  cerebellum.of 
a  middle-aged  woman,  in  whom  there  had  not  appeamd 
any  pecoliar  symptoms  referrible  to  the  nervous  sys- 
tem ;  death  took  place  suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  On 
dissection,  the  brain  was  found  much  congested;  t^ 
arteries  exhibited  extensive  calcareous  deposit;,  the 
portion  of  the  cerebellum  shown  was  so  loaded 
calcareous  deposit  that  there  remained  little 
of  nervous  matter,  except  the  form. 
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,    qflhehfimde,    JDissecUan :^Bfitti€n o/ iiood  Mc 

ihe  righi  iaierai  pmUlrieh;  etUeanaiu  depoiU  im  M« 

mierUt  ai  the  base  of  tKe  Aram. 

"Mr,  Nonnui  exhibited  the  brain  of  «  mas»  76  jw* 

of  age,  who  had  suffered  about  six  yean  before  his 

death  from  what  seemed  an  apoplectic  fit ;  ho  recovered 

ptrfeetly,  bat  baa  since  been  sabject  to  occasional 

thfaaienings  of  a  similar  nature,  which,  in  more  than 

one  instance,  seemed  to  have  bean  warded  off  by  depla> 

HsB.    On  Friday,  the  Ist  of  January,  ho  had  an  attaclr 

ilBilar  to  the  first,  followed  by  almost  complete  insen- . 

jibility  and  perfect  paralysis  of  the  left  side;  he 

litnatoed  in  this  condition  about  forty-eight  hours* 

^trktn  be  died.    On  dissection  there  was  found  a  large 

dM  of  coagulated  blood,  occupying  cbiofiy  the  right 

lateral  ▼entricle,  the  pressure  of  which,  against  the 

roof  of  Ihe  Tentricle,  had  given  rise  to  the  appearance 

Df  softening;  but  on  making  a  section  into  the  nervous 

iMlter,  such  did  not  seem  to  have  been  the  case.  Some 

Mood  had  found  its  way  into  the  left  lateral  ventricle, 

hut  not  into  any  of  the  other  cavities  of  the  brain. 

The  precise  source  of  the  haemorrhage  did  not  appear. 

The  arteries  at  the  base  of  the  brain  were  much  diseased} 

Cipeeially  tbe^basilar,  which  was  merely  a  rigid  tube 

trom  tiie  deposition  of  cidcareons  matter. 

Caob  'X&.'^Chronie  rkeumalinn ;  ioine  degree  qflitfidity 
ef  anmienance  ;  physical  signs  qf  obstruction  qf  the 
Ufi  tide  of  the    hearty   with  hyperlrophtf  :   sudden 
death*    Dissection  .^^^Jneurism  of  the  left  ventricle. 
Dr.  Davies  exhibited  a  heart  talcen  from  the  body  of 
H  young  man,  21  years  of  age,  who  was  admitted  iuto 
ttie  hospital  soffericg  under  chronic  rheumatism.    It 
appeared  that  about  three  mouths  before  his  admissioa 
hi  had  had  an  attacV^f  acute  rheumatism,  for  which 
he  had  not  received  any  medical  advice.    He  had  no 
lecolleetion  of  having  suffered  from  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  heart,  but  thought  that  lately  he  had  been  less 
able  to  exert  himself  than  formerly.    On  examination, 
the  countenance  appeared  rather  livid  and  anxious; 
fsapiraUon  quicli  and  shallow ;  the  pulse  was  small,  fre- 
quent, and   gave  a  thrilling  sensation  to  the  fioKcr. 
His  portion  in  bed  was  on  the  bach,  with  the  shoulders 
ndsed.    Percussion  over  the  region  of  the  heart  gave  a 
Ml  aonnd  over  a  larger  space  than  natural,  whilst  the 
impulse  of  the  heart  was  attended  by  a  general  heaving 
ef  the  leftside  of  the  chest;  the  second  sound  of  the 
heart  was  obscured  by  a  distinct  but  not  very  loud 
hrnit.     The   respiratory  murmur  in  both  lungs  was 
feeble.   .  A  few  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm, 
which  did  not  separate  well  into  clot  and  serum,  but 
Ibrmed  a  dark-coloured  diflluent  mass, much  resembling 
hlood  drawn  in  typhus  fever.  His  symptoms  underwent 
BO  change  during  the  f6ur  days  he  was  in  the  hos- 
pital, when,  on  rising  from  his  bed  he  fell  suddenly 
haoky  and  died  within  an  hour.    On  dissection,  eighteen 
bottra  after  death,  the  heart  was  found  much  enlarged; 
ihe    pericardium   universally  adherent,   and  greatly 
thichened.    On  laying  open  the  left  Tentriole,  there 
found,  immediately  within  the  left  aortic  valve, 
eoenrismal  sac,  about  the  sise  of  half  a  walnut; 
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the  aneurismal  sac  was  filled  with  p^itiaUy  daeeleniiied 
lymph  and  coagulated  blood*  the  lypph  haiog  exieaaL 
The  endocardiuin  around  the  aneurism  was  eoveied 
with  thin  layers  of  lymph,  and  at  one  point  distineifirpm 
the  aneurism,  there  was  a  small  nloerated  opeoing 
through  that  membrane.  On  opening  the  left  enride^ 
there  waa  found  •  patch  of  lymph^  eauietly  opposite 
the  aneurisfn,  showing  where  rupture  would  have 
occurred,  bad  not  death  prewnted  such  an  event ;  the- 
wall  between  the  two  cavities  was  at  this  point  very  diin* 
The  right  cavities  did  not  pi^ssent  anything  uneomiBO&  ;. 
the  lungs  were  mnchooogestedy  oMMirwise  healthy  ;••  the 
liver  and  spleen  were  enlarged,  the  former  welgbad 
six  pounds  ten  ounces ;  the  brain  waa  congaated,  and 
thjp  blood  finid,  so  that  several  ounces  flowed,  ont 
whilst  dissecting  that  organ. 

Dr.  Davies  remarked  on  this  case  as  beingone  of  hy  na 
means  frequent  occurrence,  and  aa  furnishing  a  clear 
example  of  aneurism  of  the  left  ventricle,  arising  from 
inflammation  of  the  endocardium,  terminating  in  nicer* 
ation  and  Tppture  of  that  membrane,  and  probably 
softening  of  the  muscular  tissue  beneath,  and  thus, 
by  means  of  the  successive  impulses  of  the  blood, 
permitting  a  cavity  to  be  hollowed  out  in  the  muscular 
structure  of  the  wall  of  the  heart. 
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TOTAL  ABSTINENCE,  ANE^  MEDICAL 
TESTIMONY. 

TO  THB  BDITOA  OV  TBI  P&OTINCIAt  MSDICAL  AND 
aU&OICAL  JOURNAL. 
SiB, 

Nothing  could  he  farther  (hnn  my  intention,  thais 
to  excite  the  angry  feelings  of  your  intelligent  cor- 
respondent  0,  by  any  apparently  harsh  observationa 
on  the  important  subject  of  his  letter :  I  intended  no 
such  thing;  and  much  regret  that  0  should  imagine 
for  one  moment  such  to  be  the  imtmus  of  my  expressions. 
The  cause  of  truth  needs  no  such  vulgar  an  attendant 
aa  anger,  and  I  leave  all  irritation,— all  suspicion  ef 
offence,  to  the  steady  defenders  of  an  established  error.. 
I  am  content,  if  my  observations  should  elicit  thought 
on  this  momentous  sul)ject;  and  although  a  considerable 
number  of  observing  and  experienced  physicians  and 
surgeons  differ  toto  ceelo  from  my  opinions,  yet  that 
is  no  reason  for  their  incorrectness. 

I  need  not  remind  your  correspondent,  that  all  neir 
opinions  which  make  breaches  in  the  citadel  of  our 
esublished  habits,  must  of  necessity  be  adopted  alowly  ;. 
and  1  only  wonder  that<  the  principles  of  the  font 
disputed  propositions  have  been  so  largely  aanctioned 
and  adopted**a  pretty  sure  proof  of  their  correctness^ 
and  that  in  time  they  will  be  generally  believed. 

I  quite  agree  with  0,  in  hia  right  of  investigating 
and  judging  fur  himself  in  this  matter,  but  he  raual 
also  grant  me  the  permission  to  put  his  opinion  ia 
one  scale,  and  the  recorded  views  of  the  eminent  mett 
befora-mentioned  in  the  ether  seale,  and  then  we  ahall 
see  whether  the  atpiimcii^am  ad  vartcmidiamf  whoo6 
iopport,  .he  says,  my  cause  appeara  to  need,  doea  aol 
apply  to  himfelf,  and  hia  position :  pefhaps,  indeed. 


•  belongs  to  that  class  deaoribed  hy  Cicefo  aa  **  Hioina 
the  other  two  valves  were  thickened  and  centnctad;  I  ttmUsu  vbgineiU  wreamdia.'* 


INHALATI0ff  OP  JSTHEIL 


I  ttMt  bag  to  poawi  a  •tateamt  In  refarmoe  16 
mj  kiffiag  eboMCiitoed  yow  oonwposdtiit'f  chinm^ 
KM!  M  •bnvA  and  ladtovMn;  bat  lb*  gitc  of  nf 
wt,  that  the  jiawlijii  </*<  fun— Iwt  <wdipMiiaf 
•btind;  or fai  otbar  woidt,  that  thaw wm  wiaat Wiif 
«f  tbi  tadieraaa  in  a  namelmi  iniivMaal  attadeliig 
4be  daUbaiata  opbiioDS  of  mom  half  doma  dlittnguiabad 
««{  and  to  thto.vktr  I  stiU  adhere.  •  it  too  aeala 
>«ii  ^obeerver  aot  to  aee  that  a  man's  poelthm  nay  bo 
imbf  vfalle  hie  opinione  may  ba  faiy  well  eKpfeteed^ 
<Hhwigh  ever  eo  entmeoQa* 

It  vooM  require  a  Tolnme  to  laeeita  tha  efMenaa  Ig^ 
ATOor  of  the  truth  of  what  I  says  is  mnprovidf  and 
a^rary  man's  experience,  I  belioTe,  would  afford  him 
abovdmt  testimany  in  Ihvour  of  the  fhct  *  that  a  Yory 
large  portion  oi  human  mioeiyy  including  porefty, 
diseaae,  and  criom,  is  induced  by  the  use  of  alcoholic 
«r  fonnanted  liquors  as  beversges."  I  rejoice,  how. 
ever,  that  I  **  i^ly  grants**  lliere  are  persons  to  whom 
total  abstinenoe  Is  both  on  physical  and  moral  gronndli 
desirable,  andl  aurmise  that  after  alt  we  are  perhaps 
«Bly  dilbrittg  in  degree  rather  than  in  principle.  I  am 
BO  advocate  for  mdvenal  pledging,  but  I  know,  In  many 
eases,  the  pledge  is  the  only  security  for  a  man.  It  is  only 
the  other  week  I  sentm  patient  (amedioal  man,]  to  an 
asylum,  who,  had  he  taken  the  pledge  some  tlmesinea^ 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  now  at  hla  daily 
duties ;  but  no,  he  would  not  pledge  himself,  beeanaehe 
dionght  the  lUff,  and  not  the  abwe,  of  a  little  stimulus, 
could  do  him  no  harm.  I  must  again  request  0  to  read 
LieMg's  tenth  letter  before  referred  to,  as  eridenc^  that 
bear  and  spirits  are  not  elements  of  nutrition,  ant 
•therefore  do  not  promote  the  formation  of  blood ;  neither 
are  they  eren  nseisMry  elemenu  of  respiration,  else  how 
would  all  tha  tribes  of  animals  exist  f  They  drink  not 
but  at  Nature's  stream.  Tha  North-Amariean  Indian, 
before  he  aaw  tha  white  man,  lired  long,  and  was 
happy,  but  the  demon  of  ardent  spirits  came,  and 
poisoned  him  by  thousands.  I  trust  tha  equanimlQr 
of  your  correspondent  will  not  be  disturbed  by  any  of 
my  obserratlons;  if  it  be  I  must  really  throw  down  my 
pen  In  despair,  and  belicTe  that  a  delusion  has  hold  of 
iris  mind,  which  nothing  short  of  tastotaUsm  wiQ 
jumota. 

In  conclusion  let  ma  say  that  In  discussing  this 

anl^eot  control ersial  strife  should  be  af  aided,  and  as  I 

am  anxious  that  the  profession  should  lead  tha  public 

mind,  I  beg  my  brethren  to  consider  tha  statements 

made,  and  Judge  for  tbemselres. 

I  remain. 

Yours  respectfully, 

EDWARD  HUMPAGE. 
Bristol,  June  4, 1847. 

P.S.  I  do  not  reply  to  Dr.  Robertson's  remarks, 
srritten  as  they  are  in  an  excellent  spirit,  because  In 
the  first  place  they  were  not  addressed  to  me ;  and, 
jnoreover,  his  objections  are  In  part  answered  in  this 
correspondence. 


INJURIOUS  EFFECTS  OF  THE  INHAUATiOIC 

OF  JSTHBR. 

[The  following  obsenrations  on  the  iojarioai  effecti  oC 
flia  Inhalation  of  eiher,  are  extracted  from  a  letter  lately 
published  by  Dr.  Janea  H.  Pickford,  of  firiglitoB.] 

Thablood,  mbbad  by  thasBlhatof  ita0iyfau,iaipovHw 
ished  by  tha  soboiou  by  Iba  aama  agtnt  of  s^Mtaf 
«orp|wi(las,of  those  atpaaially  with*  wUeh  k  ooMsino 


4    . 


aa  a  seieqoema,  m  tJia 
q^aantity  and  daierioraiad  in  tha  quality  of  itr  AMb, 
iutensely  blaaksiNd  by  thaaaMM^f  its  rmp  nwha  Ud 
their  cpntaiaed  hvmataigtabniui,  ia  chMcsUy  dspitiad 
ta  a  oansiderable  axiant  of  iu  powaiaal  aaagglatliu  and 
rendered  uoAt  lor  tha  porpaaaa  of  Oil.  AUrnkvillilid 
bload  drcalataa  thmugh  tha  ay«ami  analagawia  maay 
partiqilam  to  that  in  pttifid  aad  maUgiMWt  leans. 

This  impaired  condiiia*  of  tha  bl«od  is  not  «i«t 
partially  eofvaeiad  nmii  rsapiralipfi  ff  sii^ihaiii  air 
basbcaa  parmittad  for  aana  cniidimblt  thue^  and  ugKI 
lymph  cotptisriaahasafaimd  tbair  way  inta  the  siiialsthi 
to  replasa  ,tboBa  of  tha  Mood  daatniyad  by  tbamthsr. 
Edany  pations,  eiptciaUy  ihoaa  wba  aiaoai  of-  haakh  ar 
enlaebled  ty  Jong  praaiaaa  diaaasa,  ara  •ba«r%dafBr«af 
weeks,  rseavariog  ftom  tha  aiatft  ifdopad  by  tha 
iabpdation;  SMny  dia  bam  its  diraet  aflhatsj  ilwatN 
want  of  axygentsad  aad  Titaliiad  bload  to  stiamNi 
haalthloUy  tha  hiaia  and  nenrous  aystasa. 

With  a  wUm  toeonntaract  soaMof  tha  lUaauaaqaMMi 
of  sBiheriMtion^ithaa  bean  prapcaad  that  tha  patiantshoali 
inhale  oxygen  gaa,  *'  as  a»  anddoie,*'  Thii»ofuuc—iiy» 
prssuppases  ths  exhibition  of  a poi§om.  So  that  a  paUMt 
about  to  uudaiga  operation  is  ta  inhale  a  poison,  te 
sttbjedad  to  iU  deielariona  aflbet^  and  than  to  swaUaar 
au  antidoli^  as  though  the  operdka  wave  not  of  itaaiC 
suilicianr,  without  all  this  extra  aomplicaiion  of  pobon 
and  antidotes,  soapeadad  animation  or  aetoal  daatht 
jtroximala  or  remotsu 

But  what  aie  the  faeUf  ^thariied  blood  eaanot  ba 
Veddened  by  oxygen  gas,  siiaply  liaeaasa  its  black  red 
colour  is  not  depeodant  abne  on  a  chemical  chauga  iA 
\he  hmaiatin.  The  ether  has  also  dissolved  tha  blood- 
corpusda^  and  thas  permitted  the  escape  of  tha  coalaioad 
hmmato-globalio ;  and  these  it  csnnot  raatore.  Had  cba 
^kxid  been  merely  reodarad  artificially  venooa  by  tte 
Itbiorption  of  its  oxygen,  or  by  catting  off  its  ordinaiy 
Wippiy,  Us  arterial  colour  would  be  restored  by  agttatiag 
h  with  oxygen.  In  the  following  axparimant,  theie  fodi 
are  pretty  claariy  established. 

'  In  each  of  two  vessels  I  canght  eight  and  a  half 
ouncaa,  by  weight,  of  arterial  blood ;  both  Teaaala  wen 
inataatly  plunged  in  water  at  a  temperature  of  %^ 
Fahrenheit.  The  Mood  in  one  vemel  waa  azpoaed  far 
three  niouieato  the  iaflnence  of  the  Tapour  of  eihef» 
The  blood  became  of  an  intensely  black  red  cokmr,  whihC 
coagulation  was  to  a  very  considerable  extent  interrupiad. 
Bttbeeqnaatly,  oxygen  gaa  wm  diffused  through  tha 
vthariied  blood ;  but  no  restosstion  of  oolonr  could  ba 
ptodacad.  Placed  in  (he  field  of  a  powarlhl  microaeope, 
tmmeroos  flocenll,  the  remains  of  tha  capauba  of  tha 

Cpusclai,  aere  obsanred  floating  in  the  fluid  portioa  af 
Ueod,  wUdi  wia  rich  with  thaw  ramaint.    At  thg 
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cij^tiMi  of  n  howt,  tli«  Uomf  in  both  rnrnln 
wii|M— that  which  hni  beto  wbjeeted  to  the  vapour 
af  oihar  yioldod  Jhe  and  a  Aa(f  oanea  of  black  ndjlmd, 
Koi  three  oonoei  of  a  ttnogy  cioi,  coDdoaiTie  evideooe  of 
tta  fluall  anoont  of  fibrio.  The  fluid  portioQ  of  the 
(uffm)  ia  tho  other  veanl,  in  which  neither 


AiaMiipoAiM  oTtboMooA  i»  eoa^late  aftcfrth«f 
JitalatiMi  of  Mlhw  ofc»  at wtwi  ^mtf  mAdm  eoarfdeta- 
tiM.  PrtalliMimiinw  mmman,  apldooccor;  aM 
ai-lht  »iialarimilati«r  M4  ittieiarfottMil  hf  the  Ather, 
iiif  tin  of  mtfiAm  thatlko  Hpa  «f  womidt  erert,  that 
ihaiiirfMffnlo  MhtaHhy,  thit  tfttnipfe  beeond  ihtbby 
and  ilMt  patienli  Mk  and  diet 
,it<ia  to  bo  fenfed,  oxerta  ahd  a  Tmnefbl 
'ovaauy  wpow  noiwpnaioijr vij^ant.  a VMncai 
to  BoUfai  IniMnod  am  toeamlf 'that -^  thirty 
laaaMhMrnlf  opi#ati«nte  wMeh  «ther  had  'be«h 
wAmo  iMpMi'of  tiMI  tity/il|eht  wero 
to  bo  tlii  mbjiato  of-  toaeni  tobai>tlarof  the  iMsfl, 
ftm  aadoi^biod  {MadM*  it  waa  baltovod,  of  fBfaahlloo. 

Skajtadmiram  toaUaviato  banaa  iflbiiag  aodei'  one 
oCAa  aMat  Uytef  of:aM  abMioaa,  the*  km&  ^  the 
fBfgcQo,  is  higUf  pMbavoiAy*  Md  tho  pMte  fliwt  Ibet 
dai^^  iodebtod  to  ibaaa  aMdioai  gontloawn  who  havtf 
darotod  their  tiao  and  talonti  it  the  attonpC  to  achiertf 
to  dcnrabk  an  end.  U  boconwa  n^  howowr,  to  aicenain, 
ai  Av  aa  «a  ate  able^  whether  tbo  aNana  enpioyed  are 
ctiipatiblo  with  the  health  and  livaa  of  thoao  a^dut  tef 
aadaif  o  operaUaaa. 

Bmm  doBog  opoiatitna  ie»  in  the  awjority  of  titm, 
even  deaiimble;  ita  prevention  or  annihilatton  it,  for  the 
■ael  part,  haaaidooa  to  the  patient  In  the  lying*io 
chaaiber  oothiai^  is  more  tme  than  thia:  pain  ia  the 
toolhor'a  aafotjFt  ita  abeenea  her  deetmction.  Yet  are 
tb^  tfaoae.bold  enongh  toadniniitorthe  vaponrof  •iher 


to  Cowpei'a  inland  in  the  male  an^Jeol,  for  It  la  aitontoA 
hi  abont  the  same  part  of  the  periaenn  aa- thia-  latter 
hf  and  preaento  the  eaaeo  anatomical  lolatioea  aa4 
foniMatone.  It  la  an  appendafo  to  the  Tnlvo^vagfaMA. 
eavltj,  a  part  which  la  aoalogoaa  to  the  nrethra  hi  tlio 
aiale ;  It  reoelvoa  tbo  natetiala  for  fte  nntritloik  and  Ita- 
eaneation  from  the  saaM  vaeeolar  and  aerrona  aoainaa- 
aadoeaCowper*sgIaad;  Upf«aentealaomaByvaiietla» 
|b  fpina,  aboy  aod  eltuation,  aad  it  may  bo  ateeat  on* 
eae  or  both  tidec,  aa  ia  often  the  caae  with  Cowpif^a-' 
l^adrf    jirehiwn  d'AntUomU, 
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ordered  that  '<  in  torrow  ihail  the  biiaf  forth.'^<^i9H|g>Alpn 
Gt^Mrdian,  Jooe  2od. 


dKrtieral  UttxMifeeu 


iiiru»i|C9  OF  THB  pmavMooaamc  iisBvaa  <m 

DTQXtTIOM. 

The  nanlis  of  some  experiments  performed  by.Mlf- 
BoQohardai  and  Sandrae,  to  determine  the  inAaeaeO' 
possessed  by  the  pnenmogastrio  nerre  over  digestioa* 
i^w  filoarly  that  dit ision  of  both  these  nerves  in  ibe 
nec]^  at  once  arrests  the  process  of  digestion  so  far  aa* 
the  stomach  is  concemedy  hot  has  no  liUlaence  over 
that  part  of  the  proceea  which  tahea  place  ia  the 
intestines.  After  feeding  dogs  with  a  mixed  diet,  aad 
then  dividing  both  pneamogaatric  nervest  they  foand» 
'^fter  tw^ty-foor  honrs,  that  those  anbstancea,  tho 
4|gestion  of  which  is  effected  principally  in  the 
stomach^  sach  as  albnmen  and  fibrin,  were  qoito 
nnchanged,  whereas  those  snbstaaces  which  sre  digested 
i^  the  iatostines.  sach  as  the  amylaceoos  and  Cst^ 
principles,  had  been  dissolved  and  absorbed  jost .  aa 
l^umgh  the  poeamogastric  nerves  had  been  nndivided* 
Ifi  several  of  these  experiments,  they  fonnd  tha^ 
althoogh  no  chyme  is  prepared  in  the  stomach  after 
division  of  the  nerves,  yet  the  starchy  principlea 
which  pass  into  the  intestine  are  there  converted  into 
glncoee,  and  that  the  fatty  matters  are  absorbed  by  the 
lacleals,  jast  as  lA.the  ordinary  atato  of  health j  so- 


even  at  this  criticsl  janctore,  forgatttag  it  has  boMS  i)|at  tha  digestion  and  disposal  of   these  principlea 


ANATOMY. 


VULV0-VAO1M  AL    OfcAIID. 

• 

M*  Bagnier  has  given  a  deaeriptton  of  a  i^aad 
dtaated  at  each  side  of  the  jouctioa  of  the  valvato  the 
vaglaa.  It  waa  discovered  by  OaapardBarthoUa,  aad 
waa  generally  deecribed  by  oUer  aaafeMnlato;  bat  of 
Into  itt  existonce  has  been  alBMet  forgotten.  AcoonUag. 
to  M-Hngoier,  this  gland  is  aboat  the  aize  aad  form 
of  an  apricot  kernel,  and  la  provided  with  an  oxeia- 
tprj  duet,  abont  aavon  or  eight  linea  In  length,  the 
eaElemal  apeitnre  of  which  la  sitaated  in  the  angle 
btlwoen  the  vnlva  aad  the  border  of  the  hymea.  Thia 
g^lnnd  la  small  nntil  pnberty,  when  it  ia  davokq^  with 
the  oliior  organs  of  ■  generation ;  it  beooaws  taigid 
daiing  aexnal  excitoment,  and  secretea  a  qnantity  of 
nroens-lookingifiaid,  which  tt  U  aaid  to  ^aoalato 


appear  to  be  qoito  uninfluenced  by  the  operation. 
They  found  also  that  it  is  not  by  compression  of  the 
ll^ohea,  by  the  distended  oesophagtu,  that  rabbits  dio 
when  fed  after  division  of  the  pnenmogastrio  nerves  aa 
high  up  as  on  a  level  with  the  larynx.— C7oaipka> 
JSendus^  Jan.,  1847*— Afe^ficoi  OazetU,  April,  1847. 


»*•' 


OH  VHS  vooa  oy  ohildbxw.  * 

By  Dr.  Thompton. 

[After  some  remarks  on  the  relative  quantities  of 
nutritive  matter  in  various  articles  of  diet,  Dr .Thompson 
makes  the  following  usefol  observations  on  the  appro - 
priato  food  of  chidren.] 

**  Milk,  in  some  form  or  other,  is  the  true  food  of 
children,  and  the  use  of  arrow-root,  or  any  members  of 
a^  starch,  class,  where  the  relation  of  the  nutritive  to 
the  calorifiant  matter  is  1  to  26,  instead  of  being  aa 
1  to  2,  by  an  animal  placed  in  the  ciroumataaces  of" 
a  human  infant,  ia  opposed  to  the  principles  unfolded 
in  the  preceding  table.    In  meklag  this  statement,  I 
find  that  there  are  certain  misapprehensions  into  whl^ 
medicsl  men  are  apvto  btf  led  at  the  first  view  of  tha 
>tt1geGt     To  xander  it  clearer,  let  us  reeal  to  mlad- 
widh  acme  force*    M.  Huguier  agrees  wllh  fenaef^  what  the  arrow-root  daas  of  diet  consisto  of.    Arrow- 
aaatoaaiaU  in  regarding  this  gland  aa  dosaJ^  analogooa  ■  toot  aad  tapioca  are  prepared  by  washing  tba  rooto  of 
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-MTttiii  iMtnti  Qntn  mil  the  matter  solable  in  water  U  t 


3.  The   IB.OM  fenerte  •fisot  pfo4«Qed   by  ««<• 


•I 

I 


mm&wtd*    Nowy  st  albomen  la  tolnble  in  water,  this 
4oink  of  nntritiTe  matter  mott  in  a  great  measure  be 
seabed  awaj;  ondler  this  aspect  we  might  «iew  the 
•4»rfgftial  root  before  it  was  subject  to  the  washing  prp- 
•cew,  to  approximate  in  its  composition  to  that  of  Hoar. 
If  the  latter   substance    were   washed,  by  repeated 
^additions  of  water,  the  nitrogenous  or  nutritire  ingre- 
dients wonM  be  separated  from  the  starchy  or  calori- 
-fianl  elements,  being  partly  soluble  in  water,  and  partly 
meclianioally  removed.    Arrow.root  may  therefore  be 
considered  as  flour  deprived  as  much  as  possible  of  Its 
nutritive  matter.    WImd  we  administet  arrow-foot  fa  a 
child  it  tfe  equlvalcttt  tc  waMng  all  (he  nutriifve 
natter  out  of  bread,  flour,  or  oatmeal,  and  aupplytng 
it  with  starch ;  or  it  is  the  same  thing  approiimatlvely 
•«s  If  we  gave  it  starch;  and  this  is  in  faet  what  is  done, 
-when  children  sre  fed  upon  what  is  sold  in  the  shops 
under   the  title .  of  *'  Farinaeeout  Fbod,'*'-^mpiriesl 
preparationa  of  which  no  one  can  understand  the  eom  • 
position  iHthont  analysis.    Of  the  bad  efects  produced 
In  children  by  the  use  of  these  most  esoeptionable 
aizturee,  I  have  had  abundant  oppcitunitles  of  forming 
an  opinion,  and  I  am  inclined  to  infer  that  many  of 
the  irregularities  of  the  bowels,  the  production  of  wind, 
•&c,  in  children,  are  often  attributable  to  the  use  of 
auch  unnatural  species  of  food.    It  should  be  remera* 
bered  that  all  starchy  food  deprived  of  nutritive  matter 
is  of  artificial  production,  and  scarcely  if  ever,  ezUts 
In  nature  in  an  isolated  form.    Tbe  administration  of 
the  aiTOw-reet  class  is  therefore  only  admissible  when  a 
sufficient  amount  of  nutritive  matter  has  previously 
been  introduced  into  the  digestive  organs,  or  when  it 
is  inadvisable  to  supply  nutrition  to  the  system,  as  in 
cases  of  inflammatory  action.      In    such  cases  the 
animal  heat  must  be  kept  up,  and  for  this  purpose, 
caloriflant  food  alone  is  necessary.     This  treatment  is 
equivalent  to  removing  blood  from  the  system,  since 
the  wasting  of  the  fibrinoos  tissues  goes  on,  while  an 
adequate  reparation  ia  not  sustained  by  the  inirodoctinn 
of  nutritive    food.    A    certain  amount  of  muscalar 
sustentation  is  still,  however,  effected  by  the  arrow- 
root diet;  since,  according  to  the  preceding  tables,  it 
contains  about  one  third  as  much  nutriti\e  matter  as 
some  wheat  flours.     The  extensive  use  of  oatmeal, 
which  is  attended  with  such  wholesome  consequences 
among  the  children  of    all   ranica    in   Scotland,  -is/ 
however,  an  important  fact,  deserving  serious  considera- 
tion, and  it  appears  to  me,  is  strongly  corroborative  of 
the  principles  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  down.— 
ExpnimenUU  Setearehes  on  the  Food  of  AnimaUf  1846, 
p.  169-171. 

PATHOLOGICAL  CHEMISTRY. 
cHBMisTmr  or  tbb  blood. 
In  a  work  whioh  is  noticed  In  the  MotUhly  JMtrM 
for  May,  1847,  Proicssor  Haeser  has  •analysed  the 
-hematological  invcstigatlona  of  Andral,  Becquerel, 
Rodier,  and  others,  and  considers  the  following 
~i4>horlsBUi  wsnfantcd  by  his  resulis?-^ 

I.  The  ttvcrage  compositlcsi  of  the  healthy  blood  Is 


diseases  upon  the  blood  consists  in  thu  dimimHioa  cf  . 
ito  solid  matters  in  geaersi,  and  eapcdally  cf  itsblcsd- 
4BprpuaslesL    The  only  aivcption  to  this  rule  Is  to  ba 
found  during  lbs  .first  stage  cf  typhus,  scarlalina,  aai 
measles.    Whilst  the   blood-ccrpMcics  appsar  thus 
diminished^  the  solid  rssidtte  of  the  scram,  espestoUy  . 
the  alhuaM9i,ls  tc  be  md  with  in  gietei  amounti  tha 
^mc  Is  the  CMC  «Uh  leaped  to  thaflhiltt.         ' 
.  3.  J>Bcii»c  the  picgrasa  of  ^BCBtofll8acics^4hoUco^ 
eoipwulos  baiCBW  yui  cscic  dimlniahsd,  and  ilmrt  - 
tancoualy  the  solid  maucr  of  the  serum  isalso  undeigstaig 
diminutions  it  is  only  the  fibrin  that  is  scmstlasss 
increaslDg,  cvaa  flurlBg  the  progress  of  genuine  hi- 
flamraatcry  dissaass^  whilst  it  Is  also  diminished  iia 
the  '^pyfeBim."    TbasBaMeflbctaaoesmuteudvHMsi  ' 
diseaaccaB  tanewl^  ha  ptodooed  by  htood^istUBg      * 
d.   .ConcemhBS  the  aposial  ahandar  of  the  trat 
inflaouQatary  pMBmsss^  .wo  mooi  with  the  follodB§ 
characteriatic  alteratloBa  of   the  Uoo*-JMsriiwilsa 
of  the  alkaJilao  aaltaf  BMdarala  Incraaae  cf  albumsB^ 
and  a  coniMsiiahlo  one  of  flbsin.    Besides  this,  <hsss 
appcars.attiBcorpcimtfmrha^OBn^flbria  aad  albumsB, 
and  adiroctcBC:  bat«aa»  4he  former  and  water. 

5.  Fneum<wlB  la  chiefly  chaeaclsriacd -by  a  gicaft 
amount  of  fibrin;  plenritis,  by  that  of  albumens 
broncbitia,  by  a  compoFatlvcljr  alighft  altaration  in  the 
composition  of  the  biood« 

6.  In  acute  articular  rheumatism,  the  blood  difert 
from  that  in  genuine  inflammations  only  by  the  greater 
diminution  of  blood-corpuaclei,  and  the  corresponding 
abnormal  amount  of  the  solid  residue  of  the  serum, 
and  of  the  water.  Another  particularity  of  the  rheumatic 
blood  is  the  normal  quantity  of  the  salts,  and  the 
steadiness  of  the  amount  of  fibrin. 

7.  In  the  fever  accompanying  the  pyrezin,  we  do 
not  recognize  any  constant  alteration,  either  in  the 
solids*  or  in  the  blood,  capable  of  explaining  their 
essential  character— (Andral.)  In  typhus  fever  we 
observe  the  following  alterations— Till  the  eighth  day 
of  the  affection  tbe  blood-corpuscles,  together  with  the 
albumen,  and  in  consequence  of  these,  tbe  solid  matten 
generally,  are  in  undue  amount;  after  that  time  a  pro- 
gressive diminution  of  all  the  solid  substances  takes 
place,  occurring  in  the  blood -corpuscles  most,  and  the 
fibrin  least.  '  On  the  twenty. first  day  the  genersl 
increase  of  the  solid  materials  returns  again.  One  cr 
two  blood-letflngs,  made  daring  the  first  eight  days, 
produce  but  a  slight  influence  upon  the  composition  of 
the  blood ;  whilst  at  a  later  period  the  blood-corpuscles 
are  thereby  very  considerably  diminished. 

8.  Acute  articular  rheumatism,  simple  erysipelas, 
and  puerperal  peritonitis,  considered  as  to  tbe  compo- 
sition of  the  blood,  form  a  group  which  differs  from 
inflammation  as  well  as  from  typhus  fever,  by  the  con* 
eiderable  quantity  of  water,  serous  residue,  and  fibrin 
indueed,  and  by  the  extraordinary  diminution  of  the 
blood-eorpuscles.  The  analogy  between  the  tHree 
diseases  Just  mentioned  becomes  still  more  obvious  on 
-tonsiderittg'  the  exudations  in  them,  the  water  and 


probably  the-  Mhiwlng— 39; ,  fibrin ;  IM-  blood-oork<  'sAttmen  of  which,  compared  with  the  composition  of 
pnscles;  7^,  albuiacn^;  6^  salts;  SlOf  sdM  «MMn|  the  blood,  are  nuoh  iocrcascd.  At  a  later  period,  asA 
generally;  790 water. 


GENERAL  RETROSrECT. 


«fkH  Uood-latliofiy  paorpefil  ptritonitia  approMhM 
^•17  new] J  to  ^plMM  ferer. 

9.  Vtfials^  io«rl«tin»a  mskd  nilMola,  ooBtdliiia  dao  ft 
aataiftl  group,  ao  far  at  the  oompMition  of  the  blood  la 
oonataied.  To  Iho  two  iMt-iuuBod  diaaaaaa  tbo  undoo 
aaocnt  of  aolid  mattera  in  goaaral  at  their  commence- 
aaiity  and  tbo  eoDataot  ineroaao  of  alboBBoa  asd  alhaHno 
aaltiyaoam  to  bo  oharaoteriatio.  Honoo  theao  diaetaoa 
appioaoh  on  tbo  ono  hand  .to  4hO'Oi^alf  ukiwn,  tod  on 
tbo  oihonm  thn^jphna^  oovpoaHto  of  «bo  bloods 
Utktfidm  GfftjJffmrHftn  Stmdfntkt  rfir  flrtiolDyi'irifcfii 

SOVmCX  OF  TAI.LA.CY  IW  TB9TX1IQ  TBS  OiniS 

VCR  aUOAE. 


Bi^  Boas  hM  polntod  onl  Ibo  Ibol^  that  Ibo  diork 
colonr  pradnoad  by  boiling  tho  aoapoOled  ntot  %flb 
caaaia  potnab  (M oonTa  tott,)  la  not  aatMfaotoiy,  nnlaoa 
fha  p«f%  of-  tbo  fotoab  bo  Aiat  aaaorbifaied.  Ho'  waa 
kd  to  tbia  hnowlodgo  by  hating  fidlod  to  detedt  aagai* 
In  a  apaeimon  of  nrino  aaid  to  bo  diobotio,  wbon  it 
oocanod  to  bbn  tb«ttbe  dcrk  eolonrmet*  vfth  by  tbo 
party  aandiDg-ibo  nvloo  might  bo  dno  to  tho  preaonoo 
af  kad  In  hia  potaab» wMoh  wao  Iboad  to  bo  tbrCiet 
by  taating  it  with  bydfo-anlphnrat  of  ammonia.-^ 
MiOmU  GazMUt^  April  2Dd. 

[Thla  bint  la  Talnabla,  and  aa  Ibr  aa  onr  raooUootlon 
goaa,  original,  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Beea.] 

8UR6BRY. 

USOtTS  OF  TBB    OPBBATlOll  rOB   fTBAMOULATBP 

BBBNU. 

In  the  hoapital  practice  of  MM.  Boyer  and  Manec, 
riace  the  year  1833,  fifty-eiKht  operatioDt  for  atrangn- 
latad  taemiahaTo  been  performed,  the  retnlts  of  which  are 
interesling,  as  regards  the  propriety  of  employing  the 
tens.  Thirty  of  these  cases  were  operated  aponby  M. 
Boyer.  From  1834  to  1839  M.  Boyer  did  not  proceed  to 
the  operation  till  prolonged  attempts  at  rednetlon  had 
been  made ;  during  this  period  nine  cases  were  operated 
apon,  of  which  eight  died  and  one  recovered.  From 
1899  to  1843  he  employed  the  Uxis  to  a  much  more 
Ihaited  extent ;  seven  cases  were  submitted  to  operation^ 
of  which  four  died  and  three  recoTored.  From  1843 
to  1846,  he  had  almost  entirely  abandoned  tho  use  of 
tlM  taxis,  and  oat  of  fourteen  cases  on  whith  ho 
op«rated,/otfr  died  and  ten  recovered.  M.  Manoo,  on  the 
coBtraryy  during  the  same  time,  placed  little  relianco  on 
the  taxia^  and  uniformly  proceeded  almost  at  once  to 
the  performance  of  the  operation.  The  results  of  this 
pnaUce  wore,  that  ot  twenty-eight  caaea  operated  on* 
two  died  and  tweniy-tix  recotered. 

Tho  practical  deduction  to  be  drawn  from  theao  ata- 
tisOea  la,  that  the  employment  of  the  taxia  is  prododivo 
of  mach  h^m.  No  statement,  howeTer,  ia  made  ^M  to 
fha  reanlta  of  the  eases  which  were  socoeaafaUy  treated 
hy  the  taxia.  To  judge  fairly  of  th«  good  or  ofi) 
nsaldng  from  the  attampta  at  reductioni  tho  ontixo 
aiaibor  of  caaea  of  atrangnlated  hernia  admitted  into 
ibe  boapltala  should  be  ^ven,  and  we  doubt  not  that  in 
■tch  A^  aggregate  of  caaea,  tbo  number  of  raaoTorioji 
vonld  b«  grmtar  whero  the  taxia  ia  moderate^  and 


jodidonaly  applied,  than  where  the  operation  ia  nnl- 
formly  at  once  performed. 

The  condasiona  drawn  by  MM.  Boyer  and  Manoo 
aH|  that  the  operation  for  hernia,  performed  at  an  early 
peiiod,  and  before  aymptoms  of  peritonitis  hoTo 
declared  themselres,  is  almost  free  from  danger ;  andr 
3nd,  that  peritonitis  never  occurs  subsequently  to  tho 
optation,  if  it  haa  not  boon  preaent  proTioua  to  ita 
|atoormance.^£cviis  Medico-Chmrg.,  Fevr.,  1847  i  and 
MmUhhfJeurnalof  Medical  Science^  May,  1847. 

cubb  ojt  BJimSf 
tn  flai  nmH  np  to  tbo  alto  of  a  oiwwn-piooo,  Hut 
ateopad  In  paro  llqnov  plnnibi  ig  Ibatonod  over  tho  port' 
with  n  banday,  and  wotlod  by  froab  applloatlona  of  thr 
)fad,  arithont  ffOfnont  loasovaL  After  daya  or  wooka, 
the  awoUing  boaomoa  whitor,  flatter,  and  firmer;  eoon 
aftorwaida,  Uttlo,  fina,  svbito  apota  form  on  tbo  aorlboe, 
ai|4  the  core  ia  certain.  By  moans  of  a  aolotlon  ot 
aluln  and  oomproaaion,  nmvi  ao  largo  that  oxUrpatioia 
woifld  have  boon  ioapoaaiblo  faavo  alao  boon  oarrad.  It 
may  bo.  necoaaary  to  keep  tlio  remedy  eonatantljr 
applied  lor  sis  montbs.-*-X>i^09ni&ae4*s  Operaiim  Sur* 
ffury^  and  Heiy- Yearly  Abetntet,  ToL  IV. 

i  MIDWIFERY. 

OK  TBB  NATUBAL  PERIODS  OF  DBLITERr. 

Pr.  Leroy  haa  obaerTcd  tho  following  oiroonsatanen 
in  Oonnection  with  the  period  of  delit ery :— let,  tho 
natural  term  of  deliTory,  as  well  aa  prematare 
deliyery,  haa  a  certain  connootion  with  the  monthly 
perioda;  2dly,the  Mtara  of  theao  periods  during  tbo 
whole  duration  of  pregnancy  agreea  with  the  period  of 
the  mmitl|  corresponding  with  the  dale  of  tho  day  on 
whieh  the  catamenia  commenced  to  appear  for  tho  laat 
time,  whatet or  may  bo  the  number  of  daya  reckoned 
to  each  month;  3dly,  the  premonitory  aympiomaof 
detifery  at  the  natural  period  commence,  in  thn 
majority  of  females,  at  tho  date  mentioned,  or  during; 
the  succeeding  aeren  days;  4ihly,  neTcnheless,  tho 
commencement  of  the  expnlslTe  pains  may  still  occur 
in  the  normal  manner,  at  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  tenth 
month;  5thly,  erery  delivery  which  occurs  before  tho 
date  mentioned  may  be  considered  to  be  accelerated ;, 
6ihly,  every  delivery  which  occurs  after  that  date  may- 
be considered  to  be  retarded;  7lhly,  the  accelerationa 
are  proportionably  much  less  numerous  than  tho 
protractions;  must  commonly  they  do  not  precede  tho 
time  specified  by  more  than  i^te  days;  8thly,  the  pro.. 
tractlona,  on  the  contrary,  are  not  limited  by  any 
period ;  9thly,  in  either  case  the  causes  of  the  accelera- 
tions and  protractions  are  very  appreciable  in  tho 
greater  number  of  instances.— /ovrno/  de  Loire,  In 
Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  July,  1846. 


■  I  ■■  m 


ANECDOTES  OF  THE  ITEBICAti  PROFESSION. 

(Continued from  page  }96,) 

IT.  Onrown  times  furnish  mo  withaatrikingoxamplft 
of  tho  defeiencO'Paid  to  a  phyaioian  by  tbo  higboat. 
P^iitatoa.    When  Dr.  Jenner  ^t  promolgated  tbo 
protectifo  yiAuenoo  of  Tocclnation  against  tbo  dimgar 
of  amaU-pox,  the  King  of  Spain  fitted  out  an  txpodltlott 
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ta  earry  the  Tacdne  matter  to  eTery  put  of  bis  trmnt- 
nariiie  dominloni,  and  ftftor  baving  left  tho  TBloable 
(flwtorial  at  fhe  Canary  Islands,  the  Caraooai,  and  all  the 
qprovlnoes  of  South  Ameriea,  the  director  of  the  expe- 
dition raeolTed  to  carry  the  preserradve  to  the  remotest 
^parts  of  Alia,  and  having  stopped  at  Aeapnloo  and  the 
Fhfllppine  Islands,  be  Introdneed  Taccinatlon  into 
China.  The  Emperor  of  Russia,  too,  after  he  had 
established  CBe  practiee  of  Taceinatfon  tbrooghont  all 
his  Enropean  dominions,  sent  Dr.  Bontslts  to  trafene 
M^  Aslatie  possessions  A»r  the  same  benerolent  pttrpose. 
The  miaslott,  therefoie,  when  It  had  reached  the  eapital 
of  flibeffiay  proceeded  to  Ochotab;  from  wbeBcebe  sent 
it  to  Kamtsobatkai  and  the  ielaads  silaated  between 
Asia  and  America.  Fresh  matter  was  transmitted  also 
Into  China,  so  that  the  Spanish  and  Rassian  expeditions 
ceaehed  different  points  of  the  celeatial  empire  nearly 
«t  the  same  time. 

In  the  Island  of  Java,  certain  portions  of  land  have 
iMon  set  apart  for  the  support  of  Taooination,  and  as  a 
nark  of  reepeet  and  Teneration  for  the  antbor  of  this 
Talnable  disGovefy,  these  lands  baTC  been  deslgnatedi 
J'ennerlan  lands. 

This  detail  may  be  considered  perhaps  as  affording 
^▼idenee  rather  of  the  confidence  of  these  SoToreigns 
in  the  merit  of  the  new  inTslaable  resoaroe,  than  of 
4heir  personal  respect  and  deference  to. Dr.  Jenner. 
Bttt  it  is  true  that  Bonaparte,  in  the  pienitnde  of  bis 
power,  accorded  their  freedom  from  bondige  to  no  less 
than  nine  captlTes,  scTefislly,  at  the  reqaest  of  Dr. 
tenner,  a  homage  to  tlie  benevolent  aothor  of  so 
important  a  discovery,  and  that  the  Emperor  of  Aastria 
and  the  King  of  Spain,  paid  eqaal  attention  to  Dr. 
Jennet's  intercession  in  behsif  of  indivldaals  who  were 
'detained  in  their  dominions. — Some  RetmUt  of  luccet^ul 
FradUo  of  Phytic,  by  Sir  H.  Hazard.   JBtmiys,  p.  317. 

T.  There  are  few  of  oor  readers  bat  mast  remember 
4he  melancholy  impression,  made  on  the  pablic  mind 
by  the  disastroas  result  of  tbe  expedlHon  to  the  Niger, 
whe^  this  was  made  known  in  England  through  the 
newspapers.  And  none  wbo  remember  this  can  forget 
4bat  pathetic  passage  in  the  story,  which  represented 
tbe  noble  conduct  of  the  surgeon,  and  the  geologist  of 
the  expedition,  when  left  alone  in  the  far  recesoes  of 
the  Niger,  amid  their  heroic  companions, all  stricken  to 
death,  or  to  death-like  helplessness,  by  the  fatal  fever 
of  the  country.  In  this  trying  conjuncture,  when  the 
aalvation  of  all  on  board  depended  on  tbe  speedy 
removal  of  the  ship  from  her  actual  position.  Dr. 
M'William  took  the  navigation  on  himself,  steering 
with  his  own  hand,  and  piloting  the  vessel  through  all 
the  intricacies  of  the  river,  while  his  companion  worked 
the  engine  below.  There  is  something  very  affecting, 
we  had  almost  said  sublime,  in  the  picture  thus  pre- 
•ented  to  the  imagination,  of  these  two  solitary  men 
of  science,  assuming  offices  so  foreign  to  their  past 
habita  and  knowledge,  stripped  of  all  exterior  cogni- 
«ance  of  their  class,  standing  as  humble  workmen  at 
the  helm  and  furnace,  toiling  by  day,  watehing  by 
Bight,  while  the  force  of  tbe  stieam  and  the  paddles  was 
aweeping  their  ill-fated  bark,  freighted  with  their  dying 
or  dead  oompaaion^  threngh  tho  manifold  dangan  of 


their  unknown  coarse.  'The  author  of  the  volnme 
before  as  was  tbe  clear-beaded  and  stouthearted  pilot 
iHio  did  this,  the  nodoubted  preserver  of  the  ship  and 
her  sarvivlog  orew,  and  the  slight  and  simple  way  in 
which  he  speaks  of  hit  own  exertions  strikingly  lllus- 
tratee  the  old  tmth,  that  the  brave  man  Is  ever  modest 
-^Briikk  mU  Foreign  Medical  Review^  vol.  16.  p.  260. 

,.  VL  Sir  Aatlay  Cooper  waa  kind  enongb  to  mafca 
OS  aoqnainUid  with  bia  vosearobea  on  the  atractore  and 
fnuotiona  of  the  tbymiyi  gland,  with  which  he  om 
then  oeoapied ;  and  I  am  the  more  pleased  to  leoall 
this  droamstaaoe,  becanae  it  enables  me  to  rscoid  a 
reply  of  Sir  Asaer'a,  which  proves  delighlfally  the 
perfect  truth  and  honesty  with  which  be  coodocta  bis 
raaaawbee  and  azperimenta.  While  ha  was  peialfaig 
•at  la  ns^  on  a  moat  delioata  preparatioBi  tbe  two 
membraaea  whioh  be  bas  found  in  what  he  calls  the 
leaarvoirs  of  the  thymus,  I  said  to  him,  "  You  said, 
aadttla.*  •No,"  he  replied,  "It  is,  and  I  saML"  The 
aaleiitiffo  eharactor  of  the  great  English  saigeon  lireathst 
in  this  response.— 5ix  Moit  de  Sejomr  e»,JM§leUnt 
parA,  Pironde^  D.  Mj-^BriHtk  and  Foreign  Medkel 
iBMMm»YoL8,p.d34. 

Til.— When  Dr.  Dimsdale  Inoenlatsd  Calherina 
tbe  Seeond  for  the  small-pox,  that  Prineem  (whOt 
whatever  might  be  tbe  vices  of  ber  moral  oharaelsr, 
poesessed  a  veiy  enlarged  and  asagnanlmone  mindj 
took  pracautione  for  secoring  his  personal  safety  in 
case  of  ber  death.  Finding  herself  mnch  indisposed 
«n  a  partienlar  4ay,  she  sent  for  Dimsdale,  wbom  sba 
had  already  remunerated  in  a  manner  beoomiog  so 
great  a  sovereign.  "  I  experience,"  said  she,  **  certain 
sensations  which  render  me  apprehensive  for  my  life. 
My  sohjecta  would,  I  fear,  hold  yon  accountable  for 
any  accident  that  might  befall  me.  I  bare  therefore 
Rationed  a  yacht  In  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  on  board  of 
which  yoa  will  embark,  As  soon  as  I  am  no  more, 
and  whose  commander,  in  consequence  of  my  orderly 
will  oonvey  yon  ont  of  all  danger."  Tills  aaeedele» 
so  honourable  to  the  Empress,  I  heard  from  one  of 
Dirosdale's  aons,  above  forty  years  ago.— 'iSir  N*  IT. 
fVraxaWe  Poeihumow  Memoirt  of  hie  own  tUm,  nL 
8,  p.  199. 


DR.     SHEARMAN'S     INTERPRETATION    OF 
<*TH£  MEDICAL  REGISTRATION  BILL." 

TO  ran  boitob  of  the  provincial  medicax.  amd 

surgical  jounal. 
Sir, 

Dr.  Shearman,  of  Rotherham,  haa  taken  upon  himself 
the  office  of  interpreter  of  the  Registration  Bill,  for 
the  b^elit  of  yotir  reeders,  and  he  professee  to  foresee^ 
not  only  bow  ft  will  ^  come  out  from  the  Committee,* 
but  also  how  It  will  «  work**  In  practice. 

Dr.  Shearman  may  be  more  eompeient  than  tba 
Cooneil  of  the  Institato,  as  a  body,  bnt  his  letlar 
in  tbe  Jonmal  ef  May  19tb,  instead  of  proving  bit 
saperiority,  appeara  to  me  to  reproasb  and  abase  tbem. 
by  bia  mlarBpreaentatioaei  for  he  saya  in  his  foii 
four  naaooa,  that  ^^tbelntettdedlegaliaalioAof  acdteal 
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mn^  (not  qaalilled  for  general  pnetlea  aooording  to 
Ihe  pTNent  law,)  by  the  CoancU,  and  bj  Mr.  Wakl«7*t 
Ml,  ow  the  Mine  in  eflbels**  vhereee,  Dr.  Sheaman 
kanmt  u  well  a«  they  do  (beeanee  they  have  fo  often 
told  UbJ  that  the  Coancil  woald  legalise  tiieh  medical 
mn  M  ike  Jbrat  wftoiee  ctUsf,  to  preTent  letroepectiTe 
l^gidtilon.    The  doctor't  fifth  ^reaaon'*  is  eqaaUy 


Dr.  Shtfarmair,  ttHreorer,  fnrorms  yonr  readera  <*what 
Ae  pfoftMlon  have  a  wish  to  demand,*  bat  does  not 
tdl  OS  hov  he  aeqaired  a  gteatftr  slock  of  Informafion 
«n  Ibst  point  than  that  which  the  Cooncil  have 
coDeeted.  Dr.  Shearman  Imows  which  class  of  dis- 
petiDts  "  think  rightly**  on  the  subject,  and  leaves  ns 
topiwodiepbysictans,  inasmnch  as  *' lie  Is  a  physician,** 
end  "he  thinks  rigbUy. 
I  "  IHere  is  nothing  like  leather.*' 

I  lUdng  the  whole  tenor  of  Dr.  Shearman's  letter,  / 
affMt  he  means  to  say,  *<  that  in  the  nineteenth 
cmtary,  general  practitioners,  instead  of  advancing, 
ibMld  have  a  retrograde  movement  in  acqoiring  their 
lenersl  and  medical  edncation,  and  in  the  extent  of 
tttir  efficiency  for  performing  the  duties  which  they 
•Ddflrtske."  I  may  therefore  be  allowed  to  ask  Dr. 
flkesrmsn,  whalher  he  writes  for  the  beneflf  of  the 
ybjiicisns,  or  for  that  of  the  public  ? 

Bemalning,  Sir, 

Tears  very  traly, 

W.  ALLISON. 
But  Rstfordp  May»  1S47. 

IHelKtai  inuHiqmtt. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

U,  le  Bsron  Fasquier  has  been  appelated  Surgeon  to 
ibe  King  of  the  French,  in  the  room  of  his  father,  (he 
^  Baron  Pssqater,aad  M.  Alphonse  Fasquier  succeeds 
V  SsiiReon  in  Ordinary. 

^e  foUowing  gentlemen  hate  bee»  elecled  ofieers 
^  the  Ilojal  Collage  of  Surgeons  of  Ireland,  for  tha 
<»uog  yesr:<^President,  J.  W.  Cosack,  Esq.;  Vice* 
^KHdeot,  Robert  Harrison,  Esq.;  Secretary,  Alex. 
^  Esq.  ObuneilS'ir  F.  Crampton;  Messrs'  R. 
^^vmjchael,  Wilmot,  Read,  Anchinlecfc,  Kerio,  Jacob, 
^sgtrt,  Beatty,  Hargrave,  Ellis,  Willinms,  Armstrong, 
^t,  Ryad,  Adams,  Barker.  W.  Colles,  aad  Power. 


Wisbeach;  Alex,  Mundell  Champnes»  Slough;  Edwin 
Yoonge,  Walesby;  Firancis  Henry  Blaxall*  CUydon^ 
Ipai^;  Henry  Heath  Corbould,  London;  Henry 
Stevens;  Thomas  Hobfon,  Kinkcllt* 

Thursday,  Jane  3rd :— George  Roper,  Colby;  Wm. 
Elleray,  Bolton  le  Sands;  Mark  Haielwood  Clayton, 
Siratford-on-Avon ;  Robert  Higginson,  Yorkshire; 
John  JBonme,  Barnard  Castle;  Charles  Wankford 
Currlei  Bungay;  Wm.  Denton  Dibb,  Hull;  Robert 
Mone^  Ely;  Sqnire  Sprigg,  Bury  Sc  Edmunds; 
George  Honsman  Macnamara»  Uxbcidgu;  Heaiy  Slade» 
R.N. ;  George  Brnce.  London. 


OBlTUARr. 

Died,  May  21st,  at  Ballinrobe,  of  typhus  fever,  John 
Royeroft,  M.D. 

May  22Qd,  aged  67,  at  Boulogne  sur  Mer,  Dougal 
Campbell,  M.D^  Surgeon  on  bsif-pay  of  the  Roysl 
Artillery.  Dr.  Campbell  was  a  claimant  of  the  Earl« 
domwH)f  AnnandHle  and  Hartfell. 

June  2nd,  at  Warrington,  of  fever,  Wm.  Morley,  Esq., 
rfesidant  Surgeon  to  the  Warrington  Dispensary. 

Jmm  11th,  at  Liverpool,  of  typhus  fever,  John 
Whitle^,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  one  of  the  Union  Districts* 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS. 

Gestlemen  admitted  Members  on  Pridajr,  June  4th, 

f^7:— R.  D.  Larke;    H.   Fisher;    T.  Thompson; 

^  P.  Bowling;   £.  Davies;   J.  H.  Ferry;    F.   H. 

>»;  COakeley;  W.Ellery;  C.  Irving. 

Omtlemen  admiued  Members  op  Friday,  June  iitb, 

^7>-S.  Alsop;  J.  F.   Berry  man;    J.  H.  Cook« 

0.  Habershon;  J.  L  Oldham;  C.  Fates;  F.  C.  W. 

;  P.  Eade  ;  V.  de  Meric ;  J.  Wilson  ;  P.  Brady. 


SOCIETY  OF  AF0TUECARIB8. 

Qfitlenen  admitted  Licentmte%  Tharaday,  Hay  27, 
'(7:-.Cbiriea  Spronll,  Deasyhill;  Edward  Dawson 
i;  Wm.  Bearj  Fldne^  Stroud;  Henry  Hidcd» 


A  Treatise  on  the  Structure,  Diseases,  and  Injuries 
of  tho  ^Blood-Vessels,  &c.  Being  the  Etsay  to  which 
the  Jacksonian  Prise  for  the  year  1844  was  awarded 
by  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  By  Edwards 
Crisp,  M.R.C.S.,  &c.  &c.  London:  ChurchUI.  1847. 
8vo.  pp.  354.     Plates. 

Praatical  Observationa  on  the  Pathology  and  Treat- 
ment of  Certain  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  generally  pro- 
nouaOi4  iotracuble,  &c.  By  Thomas  Hunt,  M.R.C.S. 
L.S.A.,  Sl6.  Lbodon:  CburchUf.  1847.  &v6.  pp. 
IW. 

.Obswvatious  on  the  Treatment  of  Lateral  Curvature 
o(  the  Spine,  &c.  By  Edward  F.  Lonsdale,  F.R.C.S., 
Asstntant  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital* 
dec.  dur.  London  t  Churchill.  1847.  8vo.  pp.  116. 
Wood-cuts. 

Hydrepathy  and  Honioepathy  impartially  appreci- 
ated, dec.  By  Edwin  Lee,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  Third  edition. 
London:  Churchill.    1847.    pp.  139. 

The  Medical  Reform  Question,  a  Supplement  to 
Remarks  on  Medical  Organisation  and  Reform.  By 
Edwin  Lee,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Medico-Chirnrgical 
Society, &C.&C.  London.  Churchill:  1847.  8vo. 
pp.  34. 

Table  of  Urinary  Deposits,  with  their  Tests,  for 
Clinical  Examination.  By  Ray  Charles  Golding,  M.D. 
London :  Renshaw. 

Tbe  Microscopic  Anatomy  of  the  Hnman  Body,  In 
Health  and  Disease,  &c.  By  Arthur  Hill  Hassall, 
P.L.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  &c.  Fart  IX.  London :  Higbley. 
1847.      . 

A  iV^tise  on  Diet  and  Regimen.  By  William 
Henry  Robertson,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Buxton 
Bath  Charity.  Fourth  edition.  Part  IL  London: 
ChnrchiiU    1847. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

oovMciL  ra»«« 

Hie  CoBinittee  appoiiited  at  Norwich  for  tbe  manage- 
meiit  of  the  Coandl  Fond  for  the  present  year  beg 
to  anDoaoce  that  ths  cotirciL  prize  of  £S0  will  be 
given  for  the  best  Report  "  On  the  Cerebral  Affections 
of  Infancy." 

The  priae  is  open  lo  general  oonpedtion ;  the  papers 
to  be  sent  in  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Dr. 
Streeteoy  Worcester,  on  or  before  the  Slst  of  May, 
1848,  each  paper  to  have  a  motto  affixed,  and  to  be 
accomi^anied  by  a  sealed  envelope,  bearing  the  same 
motto,  and  inclosing  the  name  of  the  antbor. 


HOTICB    TO    MBMBBES* 

Gentlemen  who  have  noC  yet  paid  theur  subscriplieas- 
for  the  current  year,  or  who  are  In  arrears,  are  rstpMsted 
to  forward  the  aoioimt  doe,  either  to  the  Secretaiy  et 
the  Distriet  in  which  they  reside,  or  to  the  IWtssaier* 
or  Secretary  of  the  AssodatioB. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  Secretary. 


BATH  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETT. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Society,  held  Jane  7ll„ 
it  was  resolved  that  the  Society  shoald  adjoom  Until 
the  first  Monday  in  October. 


ERRATUM. 

At  page  209,  cd.  1,  line  13  from  the  top,  for  "the 
right  pur  being  injured,"  read  <*  the  eighth  pair,  Ac" 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  APRIL,  1847. 
Kept  at  SidfflOQtb,  by  W.  H.  Cullbk,  M.D.;  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  Roobbs;  at  Romsey,  Hants 

by  Fbancis  Buckbll,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

SlDMOVtB. 

Mean  of  External  Thermometer  at  9  a.m.  47.69 
9  P.M.  44.33 

•  .    .    the  Maxima 52.13 

....     Minima, 40.48 

Absolnte  Mean 44.75 

•  ^    .    .    .       of  ten  preceding  years.         47.80 
Extreme  highest  on  the  3th 59. 

•  ',       lowest     .    •     2nd    .....    30.50 

•  •        range 28.50 

Mean  daily  range 11.41 

Greatest  daily  range 

Least       

Highest   .    .  mean       

Lowest 


Mean  Dewpoint,  at  9  a.m.     .....    43.50 

at  9  P.M 39.70 

Mean  of  Barometer  at  9  a.m 29.939 

9  F.M 29.615 

Extreme  highest  on  the  22nd 30.220 

...    .  lowest  on  the  28th 29.724 

•    •    •  range .  .496 

Number  of  days  fine 12 

on  which  any  rain  fell       •      14 

with  snow  or  hail  •    .        4 

Quantity  of  rain  in  inchea 1.37 

Thunder  and  lightening  on  the  23rd  and  30th 
Prevailing  Winds NW 


HOKITOR. 

ROMSIT.. 

• 

44.0 

47.26 

at  8  P.M. 

43.0 

Bt  9  P.M. 

«.79 

51.0 

54.59 

38.0  . 

37.66 

•..*.* 

47.0 

46.12 

••••••.• 

. 

on  the  24th 

58.0 

on  the  21st 

63.00 

on  the  2nd 

28.0 

on  the  17th 

'28.20 

30.0 

34.80 

13. 

16.90 

on  the  21st 

34.00 

on  the  13th 

5^0 

on  the  27th 

54.25 

on  the  2nd 

36.50 

39^ 

Z9J^ 

29.31 

• 

29.297 

at  8  P.M. 

29.34 

at  9  P.M. 

29.288 

on  16th  &  23rd 

29.57 

on  the  16th 

29.570* 

on  the  2nd 

28.57 

on  the  2od 

28.830 

1.00 

.740 

7 

•  ••••••• 

11 

23 

18 

* 

1 

1.285 

W.NW. 


SW.NW^ 


*  In  the  Meteorological  Jouiial  for  March,  (p.  280»)  Extreme  highest  of  the  barometer  at  Romsey— for 
29.010,  read  30.010. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Duff;  Dr.  Kenoion;  Mr.  C.K.  IVince;  Mr.  G*  ^' 

Davis;  Mr.  Crosse;  Dr.  CuUen;  Mr.  D.  Chalmers;  Mr.  S.  Lowe;  Dr.  W.  Davies. 
T.  L. — ^The  letter  cannot  be  inserted  unless  the  au|bor  will  allow  his  name  to  be  attached.  * 
The  Petition  of  the  National  Inatitute  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery  is  oBavoidahly  poi^pOtted  WitS  At 

next  number. 
The  Report  of  the  General  Medical  Annuity  Fund  wm  received  too  late  for  iascrtioii. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


A  COURSE  OF  LECTURES  ON  CLINICAL 

MEDICINE. 

By  W.  R.  Basham,  M.D.,  Pbysician  to  the  Westminster 

Hospital. 

L  E  c  T  u  B  B  XL 
Acute  Rknmatitm,  with  wetaHasit  to  the  Heart, -^ Peri" 
terdittl  and  endocardial  dieease  ;  general  character  qf 
the  phyeical  eigw,  affecliwie  qf  the  mitral  vahe 
dietingmehed  frttm  those  of  the  aortic. — Progreu^f 
the  caee;  the  treatment ;  tuddendeathj^VoH'moxltm 
examinatifnt, — Pathological  eonditione  calculated  to 
have  brought  about  abrupt  dii«o/«<fO».— TVeoimen/, 
when  commenced  qfter  cardiac  disease  fully  fonned, 
less  effective  thanufhen  applied  in  the  earliest  stage,-^ 
Necessity  ftxr  constant  vigilance  for  heart-disease  in 
acute  rheumatism. 

Gentlemen,— Tbe  anbject  to  which  I  am  anxious  to 
direct  yoor  attention  to  day  is  one  of  powerful  interest 
in  a  pathological  Tiew,*— pericarditis  and  endocarditis 
accompanying  acute  rheumatism, — the  ravages  of 
inflammation  attacking  the  heart  externally  and  ioter- 
nally.  You  have  just  left  the  poet'mortem  examination, 
and  have  witnessed  the  destructire  effects  of  endocardia] 
and  exocardial  inflammation.  We  will  first  exsmine 
the  more  prominent  symptoms  during  life  from  ihe 
ward  book,  that  you  may  the  better  understand  the 
auscultatory  signs  of  these  destructire  rarages;  now  that 
Ton  can  compare  the  cardiac  disorganization  with  the 
nittred  murmurs  you  heard  during  life,  you  will  also 
the  better  comprehend  the  fatal  progress  of  such  cases, 
and  the  principles  that  should  guide  you  in  their 
treatment. 

£.  S  ,  a  girl  of  14,  form  well  developed,  rich 

auburn  hair,  and  of  wax-like  complexion,  was  admitted 
on  February  17th,  having  been  suffering  from  acute 
Tbenmatism  in  all  the  principal  joints  for  the  last  seven 
days.  On  the  second  day  after  the  joints  were  attacked 
ske  suffered  acute  pain  in  the  prsecordia,  with  fluttering 
iensatioDv  and  feelings  of  suffocation,  short  dry  cough, 
and  hurried  respiration.  These  symptoms  are  stated 
to  have  daily  become  aggravated  till  admission.  There 
was  synovial  effusion  in  both  knee-joints,  with  great 
tondemess  on  pressure,  and  acute  pain  on  motion ;  the 
knuckles  of  both  hands  were  red,  tumid,  hot,  and 
painful;  the  skin  was  of  a  feverish  heat ;  the  external 
aorfaco  extremely  pallid,  even  exsangneoiis  looking; 
tte  boveto  bad  been  freely  purged ;  the  countenance 
aaxiooas  the  pulse  140|  soft  and  ful^  no  hardaets; 
No.  IS,  June  30, 1U7, 


the  heart's  impulse  was  much  augmented,  tumnltoous ; 
great  tenderness  at  the  prscordia,  shrinking  from  the 
slightest  pressure;  the  heart's  sounds  were  muffled, 
and  there  was  general  prscordial  dulness;  there  was  a 
projonged  systolic  murmur  heard  most  distinctly  at  the 
apex  of  the  heart,  diminishing  towards  its  base,  and 
scarcely  heard  at  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum. 
These  auscultatory  murmurs  were  sufficiently  intelli- 
gible to  declare  that  the  progress  of  inflammatory 
action  had  already  affected  the  mitral  valve,  the  pro- 
longed murmur  heard  most  distinctly  at  the  apex  of  the 
heart  accompanying  the  systole  being  distinctly  refer* 
rible  to  a  mechanical  imperfection  of  the  valve. 

I  have  had  occasion  more  than  once  during  the 
present  session  to  point  out  to  you  the  naeans  of 
distinguishing  affections  of  the  mitral,  from  similar 
conditions  of  the  aortic,  valves.  An  error  in  the 
organic  integrity  of  either  produces  a  murmur  coinci- 
dent with  the  systolic  sound ;  but  when  the  mitral 
valve  is  affected,  this  murmur  is  beard  most  distinctly 
towards  the  apex  of  the  heart,  and  towards  the  left. 
When  the  aortic  valves  are  the  seat  of  disease,  the 
murmur  is  heard  chiefly  orer  them,  and  at  the  base 
of  the  heart,  and  continues  to  be  heard  distinctly, 
even  up  into  the  carotids ;  and,  with  imperfection  in 
the  aortic  valves,  regurgitation  would  take  place  during 
the  diastole,  and  the  second  sound  would  also  be 
accompanied  by  a  regurgitating  murmur.  In  this 
case,  at  this  period,  we  only  had  evidence  of  disease 
of  the  mitral  valve  within  the  heart.  The  increased 
impulse  and  tumultuous  action  indicated  that  the 
pericardium  was  involved,  and  that  in  all  probability, 
from  the  extensive  pracordial  dulness,  the  sac  of 
the  pericardium  was  filled  with  fluid,  or  was  probably 
adherent  to  the  heart.  As  the  cardiac  affection  had 
existed  for  ffve  days  before  admission,  the  robbing 
murmur,  which  is  usually  present  when  the  pericardium 
ia  first  affected,  had  disappeared,  either  from  the  sac 
becoming  filled  with  fluid,  or  the  two  surfaces  becoming 
united  by  exuded  lymph. 

There  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  disease  we 
wero  here  called  on  to  heal :  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  the  diagnosis ;  the  signs  manifested  to  the  ear  wero 
explicit  enough ;  and  had  the  case  eome  under  treat- 
ment at  an  earlier  stage,  much  might  doubtless  hare 
been  done  towards  saving  Ufe.  At  first  I  had  no 
reason  to  donbt,  that  seven  as  the  symptoms  wero« 
they  might  be  made  to  succumb  to  remedies.  The 
further  history  of  the  case  will  illnstnte  the  amount 
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of  iailuence  they  exercised.  Tbe  character  of  the 
palm,  loft,  without  any  sensation  of  hardness  or 
wiryness  in  it,  together  with  tbe  wax-like  exsangaeoos 
aspect  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  nnder  any  circnm- 
fttances,  would  hare  forbidden  renesection;  sEnd  ib 
the  young,  in  acute  rheumatism,  I  am  rery  averse  to 
bleeding  from  the  arjn.  She  was  directed  to  be  copped 
'  16  ten  ounces,  as  near  tbe  region  of  tbe  heart  as  possible ; 
nnd  that  we  might,  if  practicable,  bring  her  qnickly 
under  the  influence  of  mercury.  Hydrarg.  Chloridi, 
gr.  ili.,  cum  Pair.  Ipecac.  Co.,  gr.  r.,  were  ordered 
every  four  hours,  t^e  bowels  to  be  reliered  with  a 
purging  draught  in  the  morning,  and  she  was  ofdered 
to  be  placed  in  a  warm  bath. 

On  the  next  day  we  found  the  symptoms  materially 
reliered ;  the  pain  in  the  prsecordium  had  disappoared ; 
the  impulse  of  the  heart  had  much  diminished,  pnd  its 
tnmultuous  action  had  subsided ;  the  rbeomatic  in* 
fiammation  in  the  hands  and  knees  had  also  abated".*^ 
The  sounds  of  tbe  heart  were  more  distinct,  and  now, 
In  addition  to  tbe  systolic  murmur  heard  tbe  day  before, 
there  was  one  accompanying  the  second  sound,  and 
prolonged  after  it,  and  heard  most  distinctly  just  over 
the  aorta,  and  still  heard  as  the  stethoscope  was  placed 
liigher  and  higher  towards  tbe  top  of  the  sternum.  Here 
was  \he  ordinary  evidence  of  disorganization  of  the' 
aorta  in  addition  to  the  mischief  already  noticed  in 
the  mitral  valVe.  As  the  bowels  were  much  relaxed 
nnd  the  pulse  kept  up,  but  still  soft,  two  grains  of 
calomel,  half  a  grain  of  opium,  and  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  the  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony  were  given,  in  the 
form  of  pill,  every  foor  hours. 

During  the  next  two  days  she  improved  very  much, 
the  pulse  going  down  to  100,  and  the  heart's  action 
continued  quiet,  with  the  same  ph3rsica]  signs,  yet 
without  any  indication  of  ptyalism.  On  the  22nd  tbe 
symptoms  became  again  aggravated,  rheumatic  pains 
recurring  in  all  the  limbs.  The  heart's  impulse  again 
much  increased;  dulness  over  the  entire  pnscordial 
region  and  to  a  considerable  extent  around  it;  physical 
aignsas  before ;  respiration  harried,  40;  breathing  much 
oppressed  at  times ;  tongue  red,  inclined  to  become 
dry,  moist  at  sides;  urine  clear ;  remedies  continued. 
On  the  24tb,  after  having  taken  two  grains  of  calomel 
every  four  hours  for  six  days,  faint  signs  of  ptyalism 
presented  themselves ;  the  tongue  became  moister ;  tl&e 
paroxysms  of  pain  in  tbe  chest  intermitted ;  the  urine 
became  loaded  with  litbates;  the  heart'l  action subnded, 
and  she  felt  considerably  relieved.  Tbe  mercury  was 
continued  in  smaller  doses,  and  a  blister  was  directed  to 
be  applied  all  over  tbe  prscordial  region.  On  the  25th, 
the  pulse  rose  rapidly,  and  with  it  an  increase  in  the 
heart's  impulse;  a  sharp  paroxysm  of  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  heart,  with  a  recurrence  of  tbe  opppressed 
breathing,  indicated  tbe  necessity  for  a  further  topical 
bleeding.  She  was  cupped  from  the  side  to  eight 
ounces. 

On  the  26th,  the  report  states  that  a  great  impfove- 
ment  took  place  after  the  last  cupping ;  the  pain  had 
entirely  subsided ;  she  breathed  quietly,  26  per  minute ; 
slept  a  little ;  heart's  sounds  appeared  clearer,  lesa 
muiBed;  but  tbe  other  physical  signs  remained  un- 
changed, and  there  was  still  the  regurgitating  murmur 


after  tbe  diastole.  On  the  28th,  a  very  visible  inprovs- 
^inent  is  recorded,— -no  pains,  no  dyspnesa,  can  mum 
freely  in  bed,  and  has  had  some  refreshing  slssp; 
tongue  moist ;  pulse    96,  soft ;    heart's  impalse  not 
increased ;  signs  as  before.    The  amount  of  ptyalisai 
produced  was  yet  faint,  and  it  being  most  desirabis  to 
obtain  the  full  effect  of  mercury,  a  grain  of  cslond 
and  half  a  grain  of  opium  were  continoed  ni^  and 
morning.    On  the  1st  of  March  a  recnrrence  of  a 
paroxysm  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart  and  sn 
attack  of  almost  suffocative  dyspnoea,  spoke  intelligibly 
enough  of  the  continuance  of  unsubdued  inflammanxy 
action,  and  as  the  c&lomel,  so  constantly  administered^ 
had  failed  to  produce  fullsalivation,  mercurial  inunction 
was  about  to  be  employed,  but  was  counter-ordered  on 
tbe  second,  as  the  gums  manifested  increased  mer« 
cnrial  action*    All  the  symptoms  on  this  day  under* 
went  a  palpable  improvement;  tbe  pulse  was  quiet 
and  soft ;  the  tongue  moist ;  tbe  gums  exhibited  the 
puffiness  and  tenderness  of  salivation.    On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  third,  she  is  reported  to  have  passed  a  veiy 
good  night,  sleeping  some  hours  ;  the  pulse  is  ststed 
as  90 ;  respiration  quiet  ;  all  external  indicaUons  of 
rheumatic  inflammation  subsided ;  the  tongue  moist; 
countenance  placid ;  and  some  craving  for  food.    She 
sat  up  in  bed  at  twelve  at  noon,  and  was  eating  her 
diet  of  rice  pudding ;  she  laid  ber  plate  down  suddenly, 
inspired  deeply  and  gaspingly  two  or  three  times,  and 
expired. 

So  sadden  a  death  after  the  aspects  of  improvement 
and  hope  which  the  last  twenty-four  hours  had  pre- 
sented was  remarkable.  Let  us  see  if  tbe  post-nurtem 
examination  will  throw  any  light  on  the  pathological 
cause  of  this  unexpected  dissolution. 

Seetio  cadtmerit  twenty-five  hours  after  death.— Hie 
external  aspect  of  the  body  presented  the  appearance 
of  a  wax  model ;  no  sanguineous  gravitation  or  purpling 
of  tbe  dependent  parts,  but  the  whole  surface  pale 
white,  almost  of  alabaster  purity.  The  cavity  of  the 
chest  presented  no  diseased  conditions.  The  Inngs 
were  of  a  pale  flesh  tint;  the  grey  mottling  but  faint; 
no  pleuritic  adhesions.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  larynx  and  trachea  was  pale  and  healthy ;  some  fine 
capillary  injection  of  the  bronchial  tubes  in  the 
secondary  sub-divisions  becoming  darker  in  the  smaller 
tubes,  with  the  presence  of  some  frothy  white  mucus. 
The  heart  and  pericardium  were  firmly  glued  together 
by  an  uniform  layer  of  gelatinous  lymph  ;  the  two, 
with  some  degree  of  force,  were  separated  and  detached. 
At  the  base  of  tbe  heart  this  jelly-like  exudation  was 
deposited  in  much  quantity.  The  heart  was  generally 
enlarged ;  the  walls  of  the  left  ventricle  firm,  and  its 
cavity  completely  empty ;  not  a  vestige  of  either  fluid 
blood,  or  clot,  conld  be  found  in  it.  The  mitral  valve 
was  much  disorganized  ;  the  edge  or  rim  of  the  valve 
much  thickened,  studded  with  wart-like  excrescences, 
forming  an  unyielding  irregular  patent  ring,  when 
viewed  from  the  auricle ;  the  left  auricle  contained  a 
very  small  clot  of  blood.  Two  of  tbe  aortic  valves  were 
transparent  and  perfect,  but  one  waa  poncbe^  and 
had  an  excrescence  of  lymph  deposited  on  it; 
isolated  patch  of  white  cartilaginoua  d^osit 
noticed  in  the  Mrtic  arch.   The  ri^ht  Miriclfl  aaA 
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*itAtriele  w«re  hetlth^Tt  Bat  much  distended  bf  Urge 
•coagnU.  The  Titcera  of  die  abdomen  were  Iwalthy ; 
tke  brain  presented  no  conditions  of  disease. 

The  first  question  yon  will    naturally  ask   afti^ 

•witnessing  this  examination  is,  what  is  the  pathological 

condition  that  can  explain  the  remarkable  suddenness 

of  tke  death  ?    Could  the  defecttre  ralTular  stroctures 

be  the  cause  of  ibis  instantaneous  death?    Not  of 

themselTes  alone.    Could  the  adhesion  of  the  peitcar* 

dinm  to  the  heart,  with  the  large  amount  of  lymph 

deposited  at  the  base  of  the  heart,  produce  instantaneous 

•4eatb  ?    Certainly  not;  for  quite  as  laige  an  amount 

^of  endocardial  and  exocardial  disorganization  has  been 

recorded  in  other  cases,  where  the  termination  of  the 

'disease  has  been  slow,  tedious,  lingering,— drt^stcal 

•accumulations  or  pulmonary  congestions  at   length 

putting  an  end  to  the  patient's  sufFerings.    Could  the 

endocardial  and  exocardial  conditions  conjointly  bring 

about  this  abrupt  decease  ?    I  think  they  could ;  and 

the  emptiness  of  the  left  ventricle  conveys  a  hint  how 

thin  deatk'ttroke  may  have  been  produced  conjointly 

by  these  morbid  causes.     To  comprehend  the  full 

force  of  these  conditions,  we  must  not  overlook  the  effect 

of  pericardial  disease*  upon  the  heart's  nifrvemeats,—- 

th^t  in  pericarditis  the  heart's  action  becomes  irregular, 

—its  impulse  increased, — its  motions  tumultuous  j  in 

£ue,  that  when  lymph  becomes  deposited  about  the 

heart,  its  actions  become  embarrassed,  irritable,  and 

Qoateady.    With  a  heart  adhering  to  the  pericardium, 

«nd  surrounded  by  recently  exuded  lymph,  can  we 

wonder  that  so  sensitive  an  organ  should  become 

irritated  and  uncertain  in  its  motions.    Do  not  forget 

this    consequence    of  exocardial    disease,  especially 

when  recent. 

Now,  let  lis  turn  to  the  internal  condition  of  the 
heart.  The  disorganization  of  the  mitral  valve  proved, 
•beyond  all  doubt,  that  regurgitation  to  a  vast  extent 
viust  have  taken  place  during  the  systole.  The  dys* 
pooea  and  hurried  respiration  declare  this  as  a'ell  as 
the  physical  signs.  Bear  in  mind  the  action  of  the 
▼eotricle  and  valve  in  a  sound  heart.  The  left 
▼eDtricle  contracts  on  the  continued  blood  which  is 
propelled  forward  through  the  aorta,  the  perfect  mitral 
valve  preventing  any  blood  returning  backwards  into 
the  auricle.  During  the  systole  the  auricle  is  filling 
with  blood,  coming  from  the  lungs,  and  the  succeeding 
diastole  of  the  ventricle  receives  the  blood  from  the 
anricle,  which  is  again  propelled  forward  as  before. 
Bat  with  an  imperfect  mitral  valve,  the  ventricular  con- 
traction sends  some  blood  forward  through  the  aortic 
canal,  but  a  portion  is  driven  backwards  through  the 
inaperfect  auriculo-ventricular  valve  into  the  auricle ; 
the  current  of  blood  in  the  pulmonary  veins  coming 
frooa  the  lungs  is  thus  retarded,  and  this  obstruction 
causes  pulmonary  congestion,  cough,  and  suffocative 
dyspnoea.  Now,  in  a  heart,  the  movements  of  which 
mre  embarrassed,  as  this  heart  has  been  shown  to.  have 
been,  by  pericardial  adhesions  and  deposits  of  lymph, 
and  where  action  was  known  at  times  to  have  been 
unsteady,  tumultuous,  and  irritable,  this  faulty  ebn- 
dition  of  the  mitral  valve,  co-operating  with  unsteady 
-and  irriubte  action,  might,  it  is  conceived,  have  pro- 
-idsced  a  fiitil  €OBditiottiatkefolbwiMnauar:"-A 


few  beats,  of  increased  impulse  and  power,  acooaspaaiad 
by  suffocative  or  pulmonary  oppression,  are  follpwad  bf 
a  beat  of  uniteady  force ;  then  the  vsatriele  contracts 
again  with  spasmodic  energy,  drives  the  blood  partiallf 
forward,  partially  backward,  regargitatingly,i&to»efea 
beyond,  the  auricle,  the  backward  impolie  faeiag  felt 
even  in  the  months  of  the  pulmonary  veins  j  to  that  at 
the  ventricular  diastole,  the  auricle  empty,  or  nearly  to» 
the  ventricle  receives  nothing  to  stiaiolate  its  con* 
tractile  actioa,  and  the  whole  heart  flnttering,  and 
embarrassed,  and  perturbed  )>y  surroundingand  external 
hindrances,  as  well  as  by  this  new  internal  deficiency  oC 
its  vital  stimulus,  and  the  right  side,  overloaded  by  blood 
accumulating  there,  unable  to  move  forward  from  tha 
obstructed  state  of  the  pulmonary  circulation,  the  vaa* 
tricle  collapses  upon  a  void,  the  life-corrent  is  arrested, 
and  the  patient  instantly  expires.  Such  is  the  brief 
category  of  conditions  that  ire  believed  immediately 
to  have  led  to  dissolution. 

This  poor  girl's  case  illustrates  most  forcibly  the 
irresistible  progress  of  infiammation  of  the  heart,  when 
it  has  proceeded  untreated  or  unchecked  for  a  car* 
tain  time«  I  believe  that  had  this  caae  come  under 
treatment  twenty-four  or  even  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  first  symptoms  of  acute  rheumatism  had  developed 
themselves,  in  all  probability  her  life  might  have  been 
spared.  Had  she  been  in  the  hospital  thus  early,  we 
should  have  been  on  the  constant  watch  for  cardiac 
mischief,  and  ready  to  combat  it  the  moment  it  declared 
itself  in  the  faintest  degree,  for  it  is  one  of  the  charac- 
teristics  and  advantages  of  modem  practice,  that  by 
the  aid  of  the  stethoscope,  the  earliest  possible  symptom 
of  metastasis.to  the  heart,  may,  by  a  watchful  ear,  be 
detected.  In  such  cases  you  must  not  wait  for  pain  in 
the  chest,  or  palpitation,  or  uneasiness  in  the  praecordia^ 
or  other  complaint  from  the  patient.  In  every  case  oC 
acute  rheumatism  you  should  never  omit  to  apply  the 
stethoscope  at  every  visit  to  the  region  of  the  heart ;  be 
always  on  the  watch  for  cardiac  mischief,  the  accns* 
tomed  and  educated  ear  will  instantly  detect  the 
faintest  rubbing  murmur  or  other  indicatioi^  of  metas« 
tatic  inflammation,  and  will  be  aa  quickly  ready  to 
combat  this  fearfu),  enemy  to  the  ultimate  safety  oC 
the  patient.  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  all  the 
heart-mischief  was  perpetrated  before  the  patient  was 
admitted.  The  physical  signs  underwent  no  change, 
except  a  partial  mitigation,  during  the  time  she  lived 
and  was  under  observation.  Once  or  twice  there  was 
a* decided  amelioration  of  the  heart-symptoms;  the 
cupping  relieved  her,  and  the  aggravated  action  of  the 
heart  was  for  a  time  brought  down ;  the  opium  allayed 
the  constitutional  irritability,  and  assuaged  the  rheu- 
matic fever;  but  our  chief  ally  was  comparatively 
inoperative.  Faint  indications  of  salivation  could 
with  difficulty  be  obtained,  and  this,  notwithstanding 
the  large  quantity  of  calomel  employed.  It  is  never* 
theless,  instructive  to  remark,  how  palpably  relieved 
all  the  cardiac  symptoms  instantly  became,  so  soon  as 
the  faintest  trace  of  the  constitutional  operation  oC 
mercury  was  developed ;  but  the  full  effect  of  this 
mineral  could  not  be  produced,  and  the  beneficial 
changie  could  not  be  sustained.  The  pathological  eon« 
pitioft  wai  nore  powarfd  thai  the  neraary  aoald 


)M 


UOWBGLQQX  07  THE  TBXTURBS. 


Svek  €wn  will  occ  v  to  baffle  tlM  htu* 
•■ggwtedattd  Biotl.activ«  trMUmeDl  of  our  art;  bst 
SBch  caaet  ought  not  to  diihoarten  vt,  for  thej  teach 
us  valaable  Imsoqs  both  in  pAtbolog^  and  therapeatict  { 
they  demoBitrate  the  morbid  changes  of  atractare  thai 
tMNtie  eetabliahei,  aad  fbey  iHiiatrate  and  develope 
Ito  jprttteipiea  vponvbfebatich  caeca  an  to  be  aaccaMi 
IMiy  >med> 

.  H»  pacwHar^eMceey  and  was-tfke  charaeler  of  the 
eoipleiioii  of  tUa  iioor  girl  hare  alraedjbeett  aotieed. 
It  mtj  eeeei  a  tiiflingr  natter  to  remark  vpOD»  bat 
her  geaeral  aspect  waa  to  iUuttratire  of  the  old  doctrine 
of  the  temperament,  that  I  cannot  forbear  attading 
to  it.  She  poaacised  all  the  external  cbaracterittics 
of  the  80<^al]ed  Mogoine  temperament,  and  to  which 
eepedal  susceptibility  to  acute  inflammatory  disease 
was  attached.  Light  flowing  anbnm  hair,  fair  and 
ekibester*)ikecomplexioB»  florid  cheeks^  a  symmetrical 
li^rm,  fall  and  early  developed,  with  a  mind  vivaeiona 
aod  iBlsiligeDt»  and  her  diseaae  the  very  conceatratioii 
of  iBflamowtory  intensiiy*  Withoat  meaning  to  rwrire 
or  4iKnsB  the  obsolete  qaeetion  of  the  temperament, 
yon  may»  nerertheles*  remark,  and  be  prepared  to 
£nd,  that  among  the  youthful  who  present  such 
characteristics  as  hsTC  been  here  described,  there  is  a 
remarkable  tendency,  and  almost  special  proneness, 
to  acute  inflammatory  disease;  and  that  when  snch 
subjects  are  attacked  by  inflammation,  it  is  intense 
ID  Its  degree,  often  unmanageable,  and  speedily  tends 
to  a  Cital  termination* 


THE  LAW  OP  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

{Fourth  Seriet  of  Experimental  Rettarchet,) 

By  William  Aodisok,  M J).»  F.R^.,  Malvern* 

{Continued  from  page  315.) 

XIV.     InVLAMMATIOW  CONSIDXatD  MORTBO- 

LOOICALLT« 

Before  proceeding  to  subsunl&ate  the  tmth  of  these 
conclusions  by  a  microscopical  demonstration  of  the 
visible  changes  produced  by  inflammation,  I  shall 
remark  upon  certain  questions  which  ar^  considered 
doubtful  with  respect  to  the  process  of  nutrition. 
According  to  physiologists  generally,  the  lymph,  or  as 
I  have  termed  it,  the  protopUsma  of  blood,  is  of  the 
aatnre  of  a  cyto-blaetema,  exuding  tbrongh  the  inter- 
atices  of  the  walls  of  the  nutrient  or  capillary  vessels, 
somewhat  like  water  thcoagh  a  sieve,  and  glving-origin 
tofcella  after  its  endation ;  and  upon  this  hypothesis 
they  expldn  the  origin  of  pus-cells. 

Vooxt  even  attributes  a  developmental  capacity,— 
i^„  a  metamorphic  power,  not  only  to  coagnlable,  bat 
to  coagulated  lymph.  The  fibrinous  fluid  of  a  dropsy, 
he  says,  is  capable  of  organizatioD,  and  *'  it  is  indif- 
ferent lather  the  fibrin  is  in  a  fioid  or  coagulated 
eute,  aain  either  ease  it  acta  equally  well  as  a  cyto- 
%lMlen»»  end  Hi  cayidty  it  oalinitod.'*  ^«  There  may 


49e  erplved  fnm  the  fihrht*"  Iw  goes  oa  to  my,  aod  he 
is  apeakiag  of  fibrinoas  dropsy,  '^the  most  diileieat 
f(p||ms  of  tissue,  either  normal,  as  cellular  tissue,  simple 
jBuscttlar  fibre,  cartilage,  bone,  vessel,  nervous  fibre ; 
or  pathological,  as  pus,  granular  cells,  cancer,  tubercle^ 
concretions,  &c."* 

Speaking  of  the  formation  of  pus,  he  say8,t  "the 
fermation  of  pus  is  dependent  on  two  very  distinct 
circumstances.  In  the  first  place  a  fluid  maifbe 
secreted  or  separated,  to  act  as  as  a  cyto-blastemas  aad, 
secondly,  the  poa-corpuecles  imisf  be  formed  in  and 
from  this  cyto-blaatema,  which  ia  alwaya  the  fibrinoaa 
fluid,  which  has  already  been  deacribed  in  our  observa- 
tions on  fibrinous  dropsy,  cwuequmtlp  the  formatiou 
of  pus  must  invariably  be  preceded  by  the  exudation 
of  a  modified  blood-plasma.*'  % 

Again,  in  another  place,  "  The  fibrin  may  coagulate, 
and  thus  give  rise  to  false  hydatids,  apparent  serous 
dropsy,  induration  of  the  affected  oi^an,  dtc.  Then 
follow  the  great  number  of  changes  which  arise  from 
the  further  development  of  the  fibrin, — supjAiration  in 
the  widest  sense  of  the  word,nrith  all  ita  modifications 
and  forms,  the  formation  of  granular  cells,  and  ulcera- 
tion, epigenesis  '  neubildungen'  of  the  most  vaiying 
kind,  tumours,  hypertrophies,  concretions,  changes  of 
colour,  softening,  induration,  kc"% 

Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett  adopts,  if  he  may  not  be  considered 
the  author  of,  the  views  and  sentiments  expressed  by 
Vogel.  "  The  term  exudation,"  he  says,  '<  has  been 
introduced  into  pathology  not  only  to  express  the  act 
of  the  liquor  sanguinis  (or  lymph]  passing  through  the 
vaacuiar  walls,  but  the  fibrinous  portion  of  the  liquor 
sanguinis  itself  when  it  has  coaguUted." 

**  In  every  case  the  exudation  constitutes  a  blastema 
for  the  growth  of  nucleated  corpuscles,  which  .differ 
in  form,  size,  constitution,  and  power  of  further 
development.  The  various  kinds  of  development  of 
the  exudation  may  be  grouped  under  the  following 
heads" ;  and  here  follow  sixteen  different  form%. 
normal  and  abnormal,  amongst  which  are  enumerated. 
*'pns.ceUs,"  "carcinoma,**  "muscular  tissue"  "epi- 
dermis and    epithelium.'*  |i 

I  have  carefully  perused  Dr.  Bxnkstt's  original 
treatise,  and  Voovl's  Patholofieal  Anatomy  i  and 
I  can  find  in  them  no  proof  whatever  that  coagu- 
lated fibrin  acts  as  a  cyto-blasteroa,— no  demonstm- 
tion  of  its  evolving  muscular  fibres,  nervous  fibres,, 
granular  cells,  or  pus.  Vogel  indeed,  states  that 
these  things  are  shewn  in  numerous  parts  of  his 
work,   and   advances   this  as  a  special   reason  for 


•  "  Pathological  Anatomy,*'  p.  55.- Ed.  1847. 

f  J&se.W(,p,  144. 

t  The  italict  ia  the  above  quoted  passage  are  aine,  ssd 

Inserted  to  fix  the  reader^  atteatioa  apoa  the  kiad  ^ 

demOBstratloBoa  which  the  ''anUmited*'  fsrsHtioaofeeUs 

la  coagalated  fibrin  is  based. 

ILse.citt,  p.  416. 
*   KJftna^yVfNrMfi/JMMi^c<^«i%^iaiiBfif^<|UI7r 
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te  bdibf  unnecMnry  to  enter  apon  any  refiitiitiiiii  tff 
^e  contrary  doctrine  wliich  I  maintain*^  Blit  1 
contend  that  these  thinga  are  not  shown,— that  tHi 
book  opens  with,  and  is  altogether  based  upon,  'a 
broad  assamption  with  respect  to  exudation,  and  an 
onlimited  cytogeoesis  in  coagulated  fibrin,  for  which 
ihere  is  no  where  in  it,  that  I  can  find,  a  shadow  of 
]iroof  offered. 

Admitting  it  rery  possible, — nay,  probable^   that 
portions  of  the  lymph  or  protoplatma  of  blood  may 
exude  through  the  walls  of  the  capillary  vessels,  and 
-fibrillate,  or  form,  as  Dr.  Bennett  states,  "a  coating 
of  granular  matter  on  their  exterior,"  what  proof  hare 
we  that  either  the  granules  or  the  fibres,  or  any  other 
element  of  the  exudation,  acts  in  an  unlimited  manner 
as  a  cyto-blastema  for  all  kinds  of  cells,  muscular 
fi,bre,  pns,  and  epithelium  ?    None  whaterer ;  nor  is 
there  any  indication  of  a  natural  order  or  law  in 
•och  an  interpretation ;  for  coagulated  fibrin  can  be 
hypothetically  made  to  prodace  just  what  the  patho- 
logist may  happen  to  find  by  an  assumed  ''nnlimited'* 
cytO'tenesis,  •  while  the  fact  of  an  increased  amount 
of  colourless  blood-cells  becoming  stationary  upon 
the  walls  of  the  yessels  of  irritated  textures,  is  made 
to  appear  anomalous    and  unnecessary.     It  is  true 
Br.  Bennett  states  that  he  has  long  doubted  the  truth 
of  the  asserted  fact  of  the  colourless  cells  of  blood 
accumulating  in  unusual  numbers  in  irritated  Tcssels, 
and  that  he  thinks  '^  the  observers  who  have  stated 
these  circumstances  to  have  occurred,  have  mistaken 
the  nuclei  of  the  epidermic  cells  in  the  web  of  the 
frog's  foot  for  these  structures.**    The  *'  Naraiitfe  qf 
Saeperimenis,*'  published  at  the  end  of  the  third  series 
of  my  Experimental  Retearches,  nay,  the  short  extracts 
^quoted  by  Dr.  Bennettf  himself,  prove  conclusively 
that  the  mistake  he  supposes  did  not  occur  either  to 
Dr.  Williams  or  myself.    The  question  Dr.  Bennett 
bere  raises  is  simply  one  of  fact,  and  as  such  I  leave 
it  to   be  determined   by  future  observers,    making, 
however,  this  remark,   that  Dr.  Williams  mentions 
Mr.  Toynbee  as  having  drawn  bis  attention  to  the 
pb«nomenon. 

But,  to  return, — the  metamorphosis  of  lymph  may 
be  watched  in  progress  in  the  lymph  of  newly  drawn 
blood,  and  fibres  are  seen  forming  in  it  so  abundantly 
as  to  render  the  materials  coherent  and  solid,  but 
tfiere  are  no  appearances  indicating  a  cell-genesis ; 
and  it  is  contrary  to  all  analogy  to  assume  that 
the  same  fiuid  matter  can  form  indifferently  either 
cells  or  fibres.  In  the  lymph  of  newly-drawn  blood, 
and  in  recent  healthy  pus,  we  see  with  the  microscope 
nnJtitndes  of  weU-formed  ceUt,  and  free  molecules 
and  granules,  similar  to  those  seen  within  the  cells,  but 
vtp  do  not  see  a  corresponding  number  of  transition|i|., 
iforms  or  yoaog  cells,  nor  has  any  evidease  boear^ 


afforded  to  ihow'that  the  molcciilet  or  gramdet  art 
cell-gems. 

Again,  a  great  deal  has  been  asserted  respecting,  and 
inany  important  functions  have  been  attribnted  to,  cec« 
tain  particles  teea  in  the  interior  of  oalli^  termed  mttid  $ 
bat  the  fact  that  iimiiar  particUs  may  be  piodacaA 
by  ehemical  re-agents,  and  nay  be  seen  fotmb^g  kl  - 
eoase^neate  of  tkebr  applieaiio^'  by  the  ootragrtloa 
of  the  iaietior  eoatents  of  the  eelis  bv  beon  negieoM. 
rvOtbidg  has  been  more  ooinmoa*  datmig  my  tCMsiuhe^ 
than  for  me  to  see  in  pns,' in  ihnbus,  and  in  lymph, 
corpuscles,'  or  cells,  filled  #ith  activie  molecules,  nnt« 
formly  distributed  thronghoat  the  cell,  and  to  observe* 
on  the  application  of  a  dilute  acid  or  other  extraneous 
matter,  the  SK>lecalsr  material  *shrink  np  into  two  or 
three  amatt  ronadod  or  oval  particles^  leaving  the  spaos 
between  theii  and  the  eelUwaU  dear  and  perfectly 
transparent.^  It  can  seaieely  be  snpposed  that  sack 
particles  or  spnrioos  andei  when  set  free  by  thosab« 
sequent  rupture  or  dissolotion  of  the  celUwaH,  possess 
the  property  of  a  cell-genesis,  and  mlcroioopical 
observers  have  given  no  discriminating  rule  by  whScb 
to  distinguish  the  chemically-formed  and  inert  nuclei 
from  those  natoral  ones  to  which  they  attribute  sacb 
varied  funetions.  It  is  upon  these  grounds  I  adhere 
to  the  conclusion  that  tie  ^laurUa  ceUt  <if  lymph  tmd 
pm-are  trnmatamorphoad  blood^iDeUt,  Divested  of 
its  technicalities  the  inquiry  is  simply  whether  the 
colonrless  cells  so  abundantly  excreted  by  healing  and 
ulcerating,  or  inflamed  and  suppurating  textures,  are 
non-metamorphosing  colonrless  blood-cells,  or  whether 
they  are  the  molecules,  grannies,  or  nuclei  of  the 
exudation  grown  into  cells.  The  exudative  theory 
answers  the  latter  alternative  of  the  question  in  the 
affirmative,  and  assumes  a  dto-geneiis  in  lymph  and 
coagulated  fibrin. 

The  advocates  for  this  theory  concede  that  coagulated 
fibrin,  to  be  the  subject  of  a  cell-multiplication  or 
sapporattoo,  so  as  to  discharge  or  excrete  an  abundance 
of  pus  cells,  must  become  vascular — be  permeated 
by  currents  of  blood.  Now,  as  blood  contains 
abundantly  colourless  cells^  which  may  be  seen  with* 
drawn  from  the  red  circulating  current,  and  become 
stat^naryin  the  protoplaama  space,  so  the  weight  of. 
evidence  is  therefore,  I  conceive,  in  favour  of  my 
conclusion. 

Finally,  it  appears  to  me  from  my  investigatioBi^ 
that  the  law  or  order  .of  Nature  is,  universally  ia  all 
living  structures,  that  incoherent  cells  pncede  tha 
coherent,  cellular,  and  fibrous  textures.  Tberefoia 
for  fibres,  fibrons  textnres,  fibrin  in  solution,  or  fibiln 
coaguUted,  to  act  as  a  cyto-blastema  and  be  meta- 
morphosed hadtward  into  ceUs,  wonld  be  an  anomaly 
or  exception  to  be  adopted  only  upon  proof. 

The  fibrin^naaad  ail  the  other  oooatituents  of  the 


•  See  the  BiperiBaaM.p4  U,  8temi4  JStrU$  ^fRtmtOitg 
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CASE  OP  TRAUIVATIC  lOTANtYS. 


iaterior  matter  of  Uqod*€eU<  coMiMce  to  the  olabo* 
nUiDg  foBCtioii  of  dM  eeU,  tnd  to  tho  •«»  of  tko 
prodnct  which  the  cell  may  ultimately  deliver  iip^ 
vhetber  new  cellSt  a  fibrillatiiif  mattery  or  a.flQa4 
eewetieii;  b«t.  that  coagulated  fihrme»  or  any  of  the 
Molociilei^  partidee,  or  Dacleit  indoied  among  the 
ttiei»  are  capable  of  again  becoming  elaboratiag  oeUi» 
araltiplynig  cellnlar  formt*  and  gifing  rbe  to  aeppv- 
ratioa  "^  in  the  widest  senea  of  the  word*"  ia  a  qneetioB 
much  too  important  to^Me  condoded  by  inferenoee 
oppoied  to  general  lawi.    To  be  adepiedit  ovght  to  be 
prored  demonetratifely.    Bat,  let  it  be  granted,  or  let 
na  amnme,  that  celb  of  sandry  kinde>  mnecnlar  fibre*, 
and  epitheliam,  do  tpring  from  "  an  nnlimited  cyto-  I 
genesis"  in  coagnlable  or  coegnlaled  fibrin  or  lymph, 
and  the  applicatfton  of  the  law  and  dactrines  of  mor- 
phology lo  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  and^orofa- 
loos  diseases  is  not  thereby  affected;  ler,  if,  as  occurs 
in  inflammatloB,  the  normal  elements  of  an  osseous^ 
cartflaginons,  or  fibrons  textnse^  be  .permested  by  an 
increased  nnmber  of  blood^nnents^  and  fettered  or 
hindered  in  their  fiinetion  by  an  unwonted  accnmnla- 
tion  of  abnormal  cells  and  protoplasma,  the  metamor- 
phosis is  irregnlar;  and  if,  in  the  manner  granted, 
these  teitures  become  transfonned,  as  they  do  in 
scrofulous  diseases,  into  red  and  vasmUar  tevtures, 
copiously  eicreting  the  cellnlar  loaB%  ^denominated 
pus,  the  metamorphosis  is  retrograde. 

The  following  case  will,  I  think,  pat  the  matter  in  a 
clear  and  intelligible  peint  of  tiew,  andi^urnish  rational 
grounds  of  distinction  between  inllammstion  and 
pcrofulotts  disease. 

(7b  be  eontimied,) 


CASE  OF  TRAUMATIC  TETANUS:    INHALA- 
TION OF  iETHER. 

By  David  Cbalvkms,  Esq.,  Suigeoa  to  the  North 
Dispensary,  Lirerpool. 

On  Friday,  the  23rd  of  April,  I  met  Mr.  Owen  in 
consnlution  on  a  case  of  tetanus.  The  patient  was  a 
atrong,  muscolar,  young  man,  named  — —  Nolan> 
aged  20,  a  brickmaker. 

Mr.  Owen  first  saw  the  case  on  Saturday,  the  ITth^ 
andiouad  the  patient  then  complaining  of  stiffsets  of 
aeek  and  difficulty  of  swallowing.  A  few  oimces  of 
Uood  were  taken  from  faiis  arm  at  his  mdlher's  urgeaa 
znqueet,  and  fire  grains  of  cslomel,  to  be  f^iowed  by 
n  black  drangbt  in  the  morning,  prescribed. 

.  On  .Monday,  the  19th,  he  was  reportedby  his  mother 
a^  nearly  well  i  but  on  Wednesday,  the  2Irt,  Mr.  Owen 
was  again  sent  for  at  11  o'clock  at  nigh^  and  found 
kim  Ubourinng  under  all  the  well-marked  symptoms 
of  tetanus.  iPulse  110;*  abdomen  very  hard.  Siity 
drops  .of  laudanum  were  prescribed,  and  fifty  drops 
asore  |o  be  given  during'  the  night.  *  On  Thorsday, 
8,a.m.,Mr.  Owen  found  him  beltef,*he  had  slept  well 
dving  the  night;  the  spaimt'  were'  not  so  serere; 


phriplimlioii  psofuse;  limbs  rigid;  pulse  98.  He  wm> 
Mtttfed  Ibsty  drops  of  laudanum.  At  six,  p.m.,  he  wss 
etill  easier;  the  perspiration  and  countenance  natural; 
bolr^  open ;  motions  dark,  and  offensife.  Fifty  drops 
bff  kudanum  were  directed. 

Friday  23rd,  11  o'clock,  a.m.,  (the  first  time  I  saw 
him.)    Complains  of  baring  had  a  rery  bad  night; 
serere  trismus ;  difficulty  of  swallowing ;  riolentspasms' 
of  the  muscles  of  the  neck*  chest,  abdomen,  and  limbec, 
with  constipation  and  profuse  perspirations ;  head  much 
drawn  baek;  great  toes  etroagly  drawn  towards  the 
soles  of  the  feet ;  body  veiy  rigidf  aadapasms  occurring 
about  every  half  minute;  pulse  105.    He  states  that, 
about  six  weeks  since,  as  nearly  as  he  can  recollect,  in 
raising  some  bars  of  iron,  he  injured  the  last  pbalass 
of  the  middle  finger  of  the  right  band.    The  wound  is 
now  all  but  healed.    Nail  loose,  so  that  in  handling  it 
1t%ame  away  in  my  hand. 

R.  Calomel.,  Pll.  Opii,  utrq.,  gr.  j.  Fiat  pilula  omni 
bora  sumenda. 

3,  p.m.  Expresses  himself  as  easier;  has  had  some- 
sleep.  We  administered  the  sulphuric  mtber  for  three  or 
four  minutes  at  a  time,  repeating  it  at  short  intervals. 
Under  its  influence  the  patient  became  quiet  aod||^« 
quil ;  breathing  natural,  with  dimination  both  in  fre* 
quency  and  strength  of  spasms,  and  with  a  disposition 
to  sleep.    Continue  the  pills, 

6,  p.m.  Has  slept  ever  since,  and  the  spasms  nesriy 
as  frequent,  still  they  do  not  entire^  rouse  him. 
Perspirations  still  profuse ;  mther  repeated  with  the 
same  effect.    Continue  the  pills. 

9,  p.m.  The  same,  life  repeated  the  mther  with  the 
effect  of  reducing  the  tension  of  the  muades  generally, 
those  of  the  chest  and  abdomen  especially.  Merited 
diminution  of  strength  and  frequency  of  spasms ; 
perspiration  not  so  profuse ;  pulse  104,  reduced  by  the 
Btber  to  98,  this  was  probably  owing  alt#^gether  to  the 
relief  from  the  spasms ;  bowels  constipated. 

R.  01.  Ricini,  et  01.  Terebenth,  utrq.,  ox.].,  in  forma 
eqematis.  Pills  every  second  hour. 
'  24th,  9  aju,  A  tolerable  night ;  spasms  still  frequent 
but  not  severe ;  muscles  of  chest  less  affected  than 
those  of  the  abdomen  or  limbs.  Repeat  the  mther.. 
Bctfels  not  moved. 

.  R.  01.  Ricini,  OS.  j.;   01.  Tiglii,  gtt.j.    M.   Snmat 
statim. 

I2.m.    Repeated  the  aether. 

3  p.m.  i^ther  repeated,  bowels   still   constipated. 
R.  Extr.  Colocyntb,  Co.,  gr.  iv. ;  01.  Tiglii,  gtt;  j.  M.  ia 
tfoifma  pUttls ;  sumat  j.  quaque  secunda  bora. 

9  p.m.  Bowels  freely  opened  after  taking  three 
pills  i  has  had  during  the  day  much  greater  bardaem 
and  spasm  of  the  abdomen,  but  is  now  altogether 
much  relieved.  Repeated  the  aether,  and  ordered  cocoa 
and  milk;  hot  gin  and  water  freely.  Continue  the  pills 
every  second  hour. 

25th,  9  a.m.  Spasms  in  abdomen  and  lower  limbs 
very  severe,  forcing  flatulence  from  the  bowels  with 
great  noise ;  upper  half  of  the  body  as  before.  Hss 
eaten  a  bit  of  mutton  chop.    Repeated  the  mther. 

9  p.m.  Spssm  has  been  more  severe  to*day  la  the 
•bdoBMB,  but  Bot  so  frtqueat.   Repealed  the  mther. 
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26tb.    Ooio^  on  (womMj,  mud  fnmi 
the  4th  of  Maj,  had  the  ether  throe  tiiiio».daUj,.Mid 

ODce  daily  till  the  17th.    PSllsgifOD  trety  fonrth  hQfu*. 
tin  the  26th  nther  diacontiased.    On  the  8tb  ol  Jfty 

began  to  walk,  and  on  the  9th  got  down  itain.    H«Ji 

now  able  for  work. 

Owing  to  carelemeti  on  the  ptrt  of  the  patient'i 
friendi,  he  did  not  get  ao  man j  pUla  aa  ordered,  i  he 
bad,  bowci?er,  about  thirty,  and  hia  teeth  were  not 
alTected. 

The  foregoing  eaie  differa  from  all  other  caaea  that 

1  hare  met  with,  in  having  ao  manydaya  threatened 

before  it  made  ita  real  attack    The  aererityof  the 

apaama,  by  being  leaa  maticed  on  the  cheat  than  on  the 

•other  parts  of  the  body,  afforded  a  better  opportunity 

4for  the  admioiatration  of  the  »tfaer,  at  the  same  time 

•that  the  great  congeation  of  the  lunga  and  head  conae- 

^^aent  on  violent  spasms  of  the  chest  was  in  freat 

measure  prevented.     The   marked  influence  of  the 

•jether  on  the  spasms  in  their  worst  state,  and  the  stiil 

more  marked  influence  on  the  great  rigidity  of  the 

muscles  in  the  chronic  sute,  prove  it  to  be  an  agent 

of  great  power  in  apaamodic  action  of  the  muscles. 

Even  three  woeks  after  the  invasion  of  the  disease, 

the  legs  and  thighs  were  so  rigid  as  to  require  the 

exertion  of  all  my  pcnrer*  added  to  the  patient's  own 

exertion,  to  flex  them  on  the  abdomen,  but  after 

having  had  the  »ther  he  flexed  and  extended  them 

binaaelf  with  facility. 

In  oaing  the  SBther  at  first  I  waa  careful  not  to  give 
it  bim  in  its  strongest  state,  owing  to  its  great  effect 
on  the  already  excited  muscles  of  the  throat»  but 
afterwards  be  bad  it  as  strong  as  we  coold  give  it 
bins,  using  hot  water  to  increase  the  evaporatioo,  and 
exhausting  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  ounces  of  the 
'  etrongeat  sBther  at  each  administration.  The  spssms 
^pere  always  allayed  by  it,  increasing  during  the  interval, 
naking  him  long  for  our  re-visiting  him;  his  only 
cty  was  that  we  did  not  give  him  enough  of  it. 

This  case,  and  one  reported  formerly  from  the 
Hortb  Dispensary,  seem  to  me  to  be  as  conducing 
prooCiof  the  eiBcacy  of  nther  as  any  that  have  appeared. 

llie  case  I  allude  to  was  the  reduction  of  a  disloca* 
tion  of  the  femur  into  the  ischiatic  notch,  of  Ave 
weeks'  duration,  less  two  days,  and  the  patient,  a 
powerful  navigator,  forty  years  of  age.  Two  sets  of 
j»ollieawere  applied  to,  him  with  different  fastenings 
to  the  thigh ;  the  atrain  waa  kept  up  by  one  aet,  but 
the  other  aet  waa  also  kept  up  so  nearly  to  ibe  same 
strain,  that  on  the  alightest  slip  of  the  principal  puUies, 
the  second  aet  took  their  place.  The  strain  wat  kept 
for  one  hour  and  a  half,  and  during  the  whole  of  the 
lime  he  waa  under  the  influence  of  the  ather.  It 
waa  about  six  weeks  afterwards  before  he  could  walk 
-fteely. 

June  10,  Everton,  Liverpool. 


THREE  CASES  OF 

N(»I.MALIONANT  TUMOUR  OP  TI^E  UTERUS, 
AOfXmPANISO.  BY  THE  USUAL  SYMPTOMS 
OP  GAKOEil  OP  THE  UTERUS. 

By  E.  J.  SHKA.nKAN,  M.D.,  Rotherhan,  Member  9f 
tke  Royal  College  of  PhyridaBi* 

(Read  before  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society,  March  4,  Vttf,) 

In  the  JMm  Medic$l  J9pnuU  for  1842,  Dr. 
Montgomery  says,  **  the dia^fMe  of  ctaen  uUn  is^ 
universally  raoogatoid  as  one  of  the  most  frightful 
scourges  of  humaolty,  to  tender  it  necessary  for  me  to 
attempt  any  dcecfipticm  of  its  hoijnifs,  or  to  imprest 
on  even  the  most  junior  ef  my  bearers  the  importance 
of  closely  stvdying  Um  phenomena  of  an  affection, 
hitherto  found  so  utterly  intractable  by  every  known 
mesns ;  and  wfaicb,  when  once  f uUy  established,  entails 
upon  the  unhappy  sufferer,  one  unbroken  train  of 
miseries,  from  which  it  haa  been  truly  aaid,  ^  temporary 
relief  can  be  found  only  in  opiam»  and  j^ermanent  rest 
only  in  the  grave.'  B«it  I  aa  perfectly  convinced, 
from  many  ysece'  obnervaiion*  that  something  may  be 
done,  to  stenit.  at  ita  source,  the  torrent  of  agonies 
chat  will  otherwise  overwhelm  the  patient;  nay,  I 
firmly  believe  it  flaay»  in  mapy  instancea,  be  altogether 
tomed  aaide^  and  the  victim  be  rescued  from  the  sad 
fate  impending  over  her.'* 

Agreeing  perfectly  in  this  opinion,  and  having 
during  the  last  twenty  years  of  my  practice  met  witb 
many  anomaloua  cases  simulating  cancer  uteri,  which, 
(until  the  late  improvements  in  the  diagnosis  of  such 
cases,]  were  allowed  to  run  their  uninterrupted  course, 
I  am  induced  to  lay  befpre  the  members  of  this  Society 
the  following  cases,  which  have  occurred  in  the  last 
two  years,  and  which  I  hope  are  not  altogether 
uninteresting,  as  they  have  long  been  sabmitted  to 
the  tests  of  s^Af,  tcuch^  and  mmnal  mmUpHJhUmit^^ 
methods,  which  until  very  lately,  have  not  been  fully 
made  uae  of  by  medical  practitioners  for  ascertaining 
such  diseases. 


Cask  I. 

A  single  lady,  aged  48,  consulted  me  in  June,  1845» 
in  order  to  obtain  relief  from  the  paina  produced  by 
what  her  medical  attendant  called  **  ctnetr  pf  th» 
womb,**  She  gave  me  the  following  history  of  her 
disease:*-Two  years  ago  she  waa,  and  had  been  ail  her 
life,  perfsctly  regalar  ;  she  was  menstruating  at  the  time 
she  received  a  very  sudden  and  heart-rending  shock  by 
the  sudden  death  of  a  valued  friend ;  the  catameaial 
diacbasge  suddenly  stopped,  and  neverie^appearedio  a 
healthy  form.  From  that  time  to  the  present  she  hac 
suffered  from  occasional  sharp  pains  in  the  back  and 
loins,  trairersing  along  the  crest  of  the  ilia  and  groioa» 
often  shooting  down  the  firont  of  the  thighs ;  and  this 
pain  waa  atinadcd  with  freqoeat  dlacharges  of  saaions 
fluid,  auxed.wiih  clotted  blood,  in  various  quantities. 
Latterly  these  pains  have  taken  on  a  p^iodicMl  i^fpt 
end  incmsed  in  tiolenoe,  .commencing  about  seven 


NON.MAUGNANT  fiWOOir  OP  THB  OTBRtlS. 


tf«laA  U  aVn  n<  n)Mlsnii>(  tin  fln  or  liz  n'ckck 
tka  fUlowlat  mniBg,  vtoi  tJIt  Utami  fnfiellf  tt»f. 
Bir •%■(■  MTc irretd>*d i   berippttltoted;  mMcfet 
•■Mdai^i  tadr  tbil  pMilfar  dbcoknmtiM  of  iUd, 
««l  pdafitl  aad'  uxlaw  wptwitoB  af  Oa  Am  m 
coanDonlj  fonnd  in  idrrbiu  uteri  wh 
wrr  remarkable  fn   tbii  Itdf.      Sbe 
lad  BO  MiMnbnal  diidai^,  but  the 
VkAAttimi  recttm  were  inltalcd  and 
4i>calt  to  matu(«.    I  coald  odIj  tne- 
•led  ia~  btradadnr   '(afid  that  with 
'  tbagitatnt  dlfctalt}— tfatFbfKtm'MIng 
VBRiptDnd)'  SalmOo'i  kpttnlmn   anl 
Into  tbc  Tagfna,  'bat  I  nanagcd,  wiA 
tfn  aid  ar  >  pwd  Itani,  to  elearlr  uoer- 
taia  the  ofaMet  «f  tbe  lean  Imtmm 
tfnn./brwi,  «r  itntiif  tf  Urn  €*nu 
Mitri,  and  the  m  nttri  tiai  jullt  mt- 
HaiL    I  annred  ber  ihe  w«»  not  iuf< 
leriag  from  caacer,   prescribed  aceuta 
ef  norphif,  iodine,  and  iron,  wbicb 
•Mn  ralterW  ber  itnte  reftrinp,  and 
•be  ntnmed  borne  tojber  friend*  at 

Ib  JdIj-,  IMG,    I  wa*    tent  ttr  to 
•ec    ber  al  ber  midencc,    and  there 
net  her  two  medical  altendantt,  «bo 
kad  nicceeded  ta  conrincing   her  ibe 
waa  labouring    ander    eowrr    ^  ifu 
tromt,  and  tbat  ibe  bad  not  long  to 
Itre.    She  wai  jreattyemaciaied,  con- 
atantlf  bleeding  from  the  oterua,   her 
nocturnal  paini  had    become    ictolerabtq,    and    *be 
told  me  ber  life  wai  a  burden  to  her.    J  inccreded 
In  dilating  tbc  ngina  viib  a  apooge  tent,'  introduced 
with  great 'diffienlt;  Simpson'a  Speculum  Vtpam,  and 
throngb  that  hli  uterine  lound,  fin  InchM  and  a  balf 
Into  the  ntcma,  which  I  examined  from  the  abdomen 
Id  thini  and  ihitiugb  tbe  i«ctum  behind,  and  found 
perfecdy  moTcable.    A  deluga  of  blood  followed  tbi* 
eiaminatloo,  bnt  I  wi*  quite  aatiified   Ma  a»ei  "d 
mmilh  »/  lie  ultrm    teert  wit  dittntd.     I  atfurtd 
Atr   tht  Had  M  eatietr  ;   bnt   that  bar  diieaae  con- 
aiited  of  a  Inmour  of  aome  kind  m  tbe  ntera*.    I 
gnduallj  dilated  tbe  ngina  and  o*  uteri  bf  meana 
otaponge  tenia  and  Simpaon')  uterine  dilMon,  until 
]   could    ac«    and    feel  tbe  tumour  in    tbe   ntcmi. 
1  then  introdaced    the    uterine  aouod,  pamed  it  all 
fOu&d    the    uterua    to  awertain    tbe    nature  of  the 
tDVOur,  and    during  tbat  operatioB    I    acddeotallf 
4atacbed  the    tomoar    from    the    lining    mcsbraoc, 
and  it  came    away  with    couaiderable  bamocrbagc. 
In   one  piece,    weighing  four  ouncct.    Tbe  hsmor- 
Aaga    ceaaed    nnder    tbe    influence    of   crpit;    the 
■oettmal  periodical  paint  became  rery  much  dimin- 
hh«d,  and  I  waa  in  great  hope  my  .patieat  wonid 

'  gMw«l);  botia  tba  eonrae  of  a  few.weefci  tb«  oU 
pariodieal  paina  and  diacfaarge  retnnaed;  and  on 
m  fraah  examination  with  Ibe  ipeculum  and  alerine 
Mnad,  I  diaeovered  a  new  growth  of  tnmoor. 

I  am  aorrj  I  cannot  abcw  tbia  tvnoar,  I  aent  it  up 
to  ProfeatoT  Simpaon,  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  porpoce 

'  wt  obtaining  hia  opfnioa  napccting  tbc  caac,  and  be 


atln  retalna  h.  'n*  diawix.  No.  I.,  obHgtagly  malv 
by  tar  'riod  Dr.  BrauKm,  abewa  very  aecaratety  a 
aricroaeopk  riew  of  a  portion  of  It  magnlfteii  SS9* 
AJfueten,  which  prorea  it  to  belong  to  tbe  claM  tt 


There  being  no  pedicle  to  tbia  tumonr,  I  could  a«t 
eipecl  to  detach  it  again  adrantageouily ;  I  therefon 
determined  to  try  the  effect  of  iodine  lotetnally  ai{d 
extenialljr,  in  tb*  form  of  tiocture,  balla,  and  injectioi^ 
aaaiated  by  qaioineand  iron,  and  aceuteof  morphia,^ 
rttiere  tbe  pain,  t  hare  punned  tbia  ^lan  for  fo^ 
mootbv ;  tbe  rcault  ia  ibe  baa  leaa  Dneaaineai  of  emy 
deacription;  her  nigbta  are  good  ^  her  app^te, 
atrength,  and  fleah  hare  improrcd  ;  and  the  tumour,  a* 
aaccrtained  by  tbe  uterine  tonnd,  baa  decreaaed  in  aits 
an  inch  and  a  half(  lU  ot  md  cem'Jt  Mferj  reMon* 
ptrfytllr  mrmai.  She  ii  bow  quiu  conrinced  that  bar 
iTIilllf  ic  Kof  cmicer,  aod  lire*  in  hope  tbat  tbe  may 
erenlnally  bf  quite  cured* 

Cah  II. 

A  delieale  bplerical  feuMte,  aged  35,  narried  fim 
yean  without  erer  bariug  been  pregnant,  waa  attacked 
toon  after  marriage  with  terere  buraing,  agonizing,  aad 
lancinatJug  paini,  lelerred  to  tbe  neck  of  tbe  womb, 
■ad  eiteuding  ttvm  pubit  to  aacmm,  thence  down  the 
tfaigbi.  Tbeae  paiai  came  an  ptriodicailf  ttry  "V*' 
about  ten  o'clock,  and  incrraied  in  intenaity  until 
about  ail  in  the  morning.  Sie  vat  quite /rtt  from 
pom  dKrins  Iht  (fay.  The  pain  on  coitioa  waa  eicrud- 
aling.  She  bad  rery  frequent  hsmorrbage,  and  whea 
thia  ceaaed,  a  aaniooa  kind  of  matter,  mixed  with  a 
fluid  reaemhiing  pua  in  appearance,  kept  ber  corulantly 
wet  and  uncomforuble  ;idded  Co  which  the  bladder  and 
rectum  were  reiy  iiriuble. 

Whentheconaultedme,  in  Jul*,  184G,  for  wbaibe. 


CASESOPNONJUlMNiSNT  VUtOUKI  07  TUB  UTERUS. 


M& 


-bd  hN>  iMt  t»  belief*  wu  cMe«r,  lb*  WM  «MliaM>l, 
bad  a  RtMuita  Mllatr  conplMios,  wUk  itM  yc«qliu- 
apfwnee  In  tba  canntMMci  JDdkuiog  b«IJ|hU 
diiuN.  I  «nBi>ad  th«  Blarm  by  oKan*  of-t^ 
■PkbIbb,  foond  (b«  M  bcaltby,  bu  tb«  candf- 
-«loD|atad  tad  mfacr  Dtrraw  i  tte  Icut  toDoh  with  eitbw 
aif  flec«r  er  tb«  nand  (ava  her  fiut  agoay;  I  Ave- 
-ftra  diiimd.  ud  gm  a  nntioa*  oplalok.  Iron, 
^■lalM,  Bad  marpUa,  irilb  aitri^eat  Bod  wdrtw 
IbJbcIIobb,  telkttd  tbe  ijafwua  lo  aiBcbi  ihit  in 
October  Uft  I  wai  eoabled  lo  latradaea  tbe  KcHm 
MBBd,  whicfa  peaettatad  tbe  uterntto  tbrw1iicbe«atid 
•  halt  Bad  I  BBtiiy  diuoTWad  hj  eiamlnttron  ^d'bi  tbe 
leclttBt  aad  abdomBn  that  tbe  nlcrua  wu  not  attaelwd 
to  anr  otbtr  Mfan,  bat  wa^  at  iu  fandui,  mncli  hr^ar 
tbaa  aalDTal.  I  diJBted  the  oi  tiieri  vilb  Simpaea'! 
diUtat,  and  then  foand  a  taoioar  attparealt;  attacked 
all  raand.  I  g*t  bald  or  a  bit  of  thii  (rith  a  ralr^ef. 
IMe  fonepa,  eat  it  off,  maccraled  It  in  iptrit  ot*tar- 
ptBtiDe,  Bad  examiud  «  thin  ilioe  of  It  mider  lb* 
mfcroecope,  a  apedmea  of  whieh  Dr.  Branaoa  baa  alw 
UadlydaliaealBdrorckamiutioa.  (Drawing No.  JL)' 


A  lady,  a|«d  63,  laboand  aadar  •««•  ohiMn 
B  than  t w  TMO,  vbieh  nt4pM#  brtc 
atf^lcBl  aitfitdwU  to  beltfn  tbat  A*  had jfma  4iitMa 
o[  tbe  bladder,  One^aj  abe  wat  Miaed  )ritb  auddas 
;BKd  frofaae  dUcfaaife  of  bl9ad  fron  the,Ta(ina, 
acoompBolcd  vlth  iharp  nterwe  paini,  like  tboie  of 
incipient  labour  or  miacaniage.  I  vat  then  called  to 
her,  and  informed  bf  her  «argcoa  tbat  ibe  bad  aoae 
diaeate  dT  Ibe  womb,  wbleb  be  baUeaad  to  be  irirrkut, 
Oq  examination  I  dittovered  that  tbe  oe  nteri  waa  a 
little  dilalad,  aad  ^try  thin,  with  aaaalbiaf  pratovdiaf 
from  Mm  nteraa,  the  a«|Hf«  ot,^uA  wmM  not  ^Mbtt 
tioM  be  cerreetlr  tacertuaed.  She  bad  U»^  beea 
aolTeiing  periodical  paina  in  the  regipa  of  the  pelria,  I 
directed  aome  ergof  of  rje,  and  on  tbe  (oJloviot. 
siornint  I  found  that  the  tumour  had  deecended  BMicb 
kiirer.  I  pued  Simpioa'a  aouad  into  the  utemi,  and 
carried  it  ^te  around  it  twice.  Two  tioun  after  a 
larga  Abroiia  Inmoor  came  awaf,  without  pain,  and  tbe 
haoHHThags  ceaeed  ;  it  waa  larger  than  a  cooibmM' 
(i*ed  kidaer,  witb  an  attaehnMal  about  tbe  riaa 
1  it  appeawd  ta  gdbb  awaf  elearlp 
Bad  ABiirelTi  All  tbe  foimec  ijtaf- 
tonu  ditappeamd,  aad  |he  lapidlr 
imprgnd.  TbU  amaadment,  bow- 
ever,  did  not  U*t  loag;  for  about 
B  noDth  nfierwardi,  jteWodf mJ  ]>«i« 
re-appeami  iboul  the  region  of  the 
ulerui,  and  lome  diichirge.  A  mW 
careful  eXBDioatisn  failed  to  detect 
aur  catwe  for  tbeietjrmptoni,  wbieb, 
althoDgh  occaaiooati;  reliercd,  nerer 
BDbaided  for  any  length  of  tiow.  It 
li  now  more  than  three  month*  aiaca 
the  tumoar  waireaaoTed;  tbepaiat 
are  nore  aerere,  and  generally  occar 
every  afternoon  ot  ereniof,  aqd  ro- 
aemble  iboia  of  cancer  in  it*  earlj 
atagei  the  diacharge,  too,  ia  more 
profuge  and  bloody,  to  that  ita  elfect* 


niible 


FiDdiag  thii  alio  waa  a  fibroua  anbttaaee  of  tbe  Mme 
4eicription  aa  the  flnt  cate,  I  reaolred  lo  let  it  alone, 
aikd  tt7  the  effect  of  iodine  intenaUy  and  eitemally, 
by  meant  of  Introducing  the  linclure  into  the  nterat, 
InJecliODt,  and  ball>.  The  reanlt  ia,  that  by  theae 
Meant,  aided  by  tonict  and  the  cold  Bbower-bath,  the 
tnownr  bat  aliaoet  If  dm  quite  disappeared,  aad  with  it 
the  whole  of  the  diitretiiag  aymptona  wbkb  were  so 
similar  to  cancer  as  to  have  Indneed  more  tbta  one 
pTBctfdontr  of  eadneBce  10  call  tbe  diaeaae  by  that' 

C«a>  nt. 

"nil  caae  has  been  related  to  m*  by  my  friend  Dr. 

Toogood,  of  Torquay,  which  I  will  gire  in  bit  own 


.  the  c 
Her  sleep  and  appe- 
tite are  becomiog  impaired,     f  hare 
repeatedly  examined  her  with  great 
care,  but  can    detect  nothing  mor^ 
than  an  enlarged,  painful,  and  indu- 
rated state  of  the  uterua,  but  I  da  nol 
find  any  aJcfraffoN,  or  trtn  liieitnltig, 
of  tin  ntei.    Tbinkiog  there  might  be  another  growth, 
I  dilated  Ibe  oe  uteri  witb  tponge  tent,  and  eiania«d 
that  organ  internally,  without  diacorering  any  cauae 
for  the  lymptomt.    She  is  generally  free  from  pain 
nam  towarda  evening,  when  dreadfol  pain  comet  oa. 
At  flitt  thia  did  not  happen  erety  ertaiBfc  bnt  now 
the  acarccly  paaaBa  a  day  witbont  mncb  pain." 

Tbe  ODiy  tamoott  growing  from  tbe  Interval  me«- 
biaaa  of  the  nterua  described  by  aotbon,  are  soft  and 
bard  polypi,  cncephalud,  tauiiSower  eicrcecenee, 
itirrbns,  and  flbroot;  the  latter  often 
calcarsoat  tnmoura.  The 
are  qtdta 
dirtnnt  froBi  Ibeee  I  bava  deactibedi   and  I  ban 
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CASE  or  nvRf nu&  mmu. 


=^ 


cpBMhtA  tl»  «•*!»  •!  Or.  Uaadpmmft  Dr«  J>Mrlib 
Dr.  Lee,  Dr.  Ckmnim,  i^w.Ufm^  UfMfvDr.teoeb, 
Dr.AtliivtII,  Dr.  ManlMll  Hill»  Dr.  HMiyBcMett. 
Soirin  anifl  Dtig^  hj  ^tmmlng,  and  )fr.  Lee^t  Pfete 


ISmMj.  and  can  find  no  ootica  of  a  diaeaae  like  Hie    "^  J^^T^  "  •^^^^TL^  "^^ 


three  caaes  detailed,  all  of  wliicli  might  be  so  easily 
aiistaken  for  scirrhua  and  cancer,  unless  examined 
carafaUy  by  the  aid  oX  Simpson'a  specolom  aouod 
and  dilator* 

ne  tet  Morhid  ehaigftvWfih  Ca]w»9toee  ia  adnchua 
uteri  ia  iadarallDa  in  aad  Wttmid  the  ■weiinrwia 
glanda  or  reaiclM^-  caHed*  by  lome  mm  IMolM,  which 
exist  in  gfreat  nnmbers  in  the  cerrix  aad  margin  of 
the  oa  nteri.  Thia  Indnratidn  is  canaed  by  (be  depota- 
tion  of  scirrhons  or  tabercnloos  matter,  iHiich  thickens 
the  parts,  and  fires  them  a  greater  volume,  so  that 
they  feel  unequal,  bumpy,  and  knotty,  like  the  ends 
of  one'a  fingers  drawn  together;  but  in.  the  cases 
described,  so  thiekeaing  or  hardness  ean  be  either 
aeea  or  fslt.  The  scuere  paiaa  are  diffioalt  to  acooaafc 
for,  anliaa  the  irritation  and  atawiehiagof  the  aeck  of 
the  nterna  by  the  tamonr  ean  be  eofttidered  aaficieot ; 
but  eren  then,  it  is  still  more  difllcaltto  aecount  for 
the  absence  of  pain  in  the  day  time. 

The  periodieal  nature  of  the  acute  pain  attending 

* 

iuch  fibrous  tumours,  which  so  nearly  resembles  that 
auifered  in  cases  of  cancer  uteri,  and  the  relief  afforded 
by  the  treatment  with  iodine,  will,  I  trust,  be  considered 
by  the  members  of  this  Society,  a  suftcient  apology 
for  kitrodaeiag  the  aahjeet  to  their  notice. 
RoCherham,  March  4, 1847; 


CASE  OF  PUERPERAL  MANIA, 

OCCUnniNO  at  an  SAnLT  PIRIOD  of  UTXR0»6S8TA< 
TIOXV,   AKD   nBLIBVXD  BT   INDUCBD   ABORTION. 


en^MfpUy  aHeat  the 
aeetiobaBliaiilHt  hetwaaa  the  womb  aad  ate 
apw  wiljh  the  eivMO  of  osjaato  li<a»  aad  the  ftupaat 
fna#ifaa1  distarbaace  of  the  aeaaoriaaa  aad  the  spiMi 


coeded  mmilar  to  the  one  I  aaa  aboal  to  relate,  botl. 
kaow  ol  ao  nmaoa  why  each  should  not  hare  harptaed^ 
indeed  Dr.  Ramsbolhfm  obeenrea,  that  paerperal  amain 
aometimee  occnm  daring  pregnaacy ;  aad  it  may  ba 
ialerred  from  the  introdactory  remarka  of  Dr.  Gooeh,. 
to  hia  chapter  "  On  diaordara of  the  mind  ia  lyiag-in' 
women,"  that  he  alao  waa  aatara  of  the  lact. 

Paerperal  oonvalsioBa  moatly  oecar  dating  khoar*.. 
or,  aa  ia  the  case  of  paerperal  mania,  aoon  after 
easy,  bat  eonmlaiona  preciaely  sintilar  are  alao 
timea  oheerred,  (thongh  rarely,)  at  different  perioda  of- 
nlero-^eatatioB.  Some  yeaia  aince  1  had  a  patieat; 
who.#aa  thna  affected  in  aercral  of  her  pregaaadcs,. 
commeadng  at  an  early  period  after  impregnatioB» 
and  who,  in  erery  instance,  went  on  to  her  full  tinser 
aad  without  aay  apparent  i^iary  to  herself  or  chiU*. 
Puerperal  nsania  and  puerperal  convalsioas  are  kindred 
affections,  and  are  esaentially  diaeaaea  of  the  oerrooa 
system, the  piiosary  morbid  impression  being  exerctaed* 
in  both  cases  on  the  peripheral  extremities  of  the 
uterine  nerres.  For  the  production  of  the  former,  tho' 
irriution  is  propagated  to  the  sensorium  ;  and  for  the 
Utter,  being  conveyed  through  the  exdto-aiotorf 
ayatem  of  nerres  to  the  spinal  marrow  and  braia^ 
indocea  the  epileptic  paroxysam. 

Cabb. 


The  subject  of  the  following  case  ia  a  lady  of  abomr 
thirty-one  years  of  age,  of  delicate  oiganiaation,  fair 
and  mddy  complexion,  with  dark   Imir   and   eyep,. 
usually  enjoying  good  health.    She  haa  been  married 
three  yeara  and  has  been  three  tinms  pregnant.    In 
her  first  pregnancy  a  disordered  state  of  the  intellect 
commenced  about  the  seranth  oMnth,  and  after  eoa-^ 
cinoing  a  fortnight,  labour  came  on,  and  in  a  nsoderate 
time  she  waa  aafely  delirered  of  a  female  child,  who  ia 
now  liriog  and  in  good  health.    She  again  prored 
pregnant,  and  this  time  the  mental  alienation  ahowed 
itself  aboat  the  termination  of  the  sixth  month,  mani- 
feating  the  same  symptoms  as  in  the  preceding  attack— 
conatant  restlessness,  almoat  toul  abeence  of  ale^  an& 
aach  a  degree  of  violence  of  meaner,  aa  often  tO: 
re4uire  four  or  fiv^  persona  in  €o^ataat  attrndanoa' 
upon  her  night  and  day.    After  continuing  in  this 
slate  for  two  or  three  weeks,  it  appejsred  to  the  medical 
gentlenma  under  whoae  care  she  was,  neceasary  to 
»riag  on  labour,  by  rapturing  the  membranea  and. 
eeacaatiBg  the  liquor  amnii.    This  waa  aooordiagly 
done  and  in  fire  days  ahe  gare  birth  to  a  atiil-bom 
child.    neekdentpaaoaKyamsofinaaaitj  which  before 
threatened  her  lile,  two  deya  after  ihie  eveat  oeaaad» 
and  she^gradaally  raoovered  her  former  atate  of  miad.- 
Sooa  after  her  removal  to  this  neighbonrhaod,  from< 
the  Borth  of  England,  her  former  plaee  of  residaaee* 
ehe:bacmae  praffeant  a  third  tiam^  and  oa  thia  occasiom- 


TO  TBB  BDITOH  OT  TBB  PROYINCIAL   MBDICAL  AND 
.      ,  avaoiCAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir. 
I  propose  from  time  to  time  to  send  you  a  few  cases 
and  observations  copied  from  my  note  book,  for 
publication  in  the  Journal.  Should  you  consider 
the  present  communication  of  sufficient  value^  you 
will  oblige  me  by  inserting  it, 

I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SALTER,  F.RX.S. 
Poole,  May  20, 1847. 

Puerperal  Maaia  as  ita  aame  impliee,  ia  naaoundaesa 
of  nsind  oecnmng  in  the>  paerperal  atatOf  aad:aaaat 
frequently  from  three  to  ten  days  after  deUvery,  owiag 
ita  origia  to  a  peculiar  irriution  of  the  uterus  derived 
from  its  previous  impregnated  condition.  The  pecu- 
liarity of  the  H^oaae  about  to  be  related,  and  to  which  it 
chiefly  owea  ita  interest,  is  the  occurrence  of  >  mental 
diaease  antecedently  to  parturition,-  and  at  ao  early  a 
period  of  geatation. 

The  varioas  sympathetic  deraageawam  of  the  ftme*  f  the  aaaoosHlBeaa  of  mind  ahowed  itself  thmflf  after 


tioas  of  the  body  cesultiBf  fimm  mteriae  iasprsfaatiaa,  ia 


ehe.had  paased  the  fanrth  aMath.    Fkwm  this  period. 
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■y  ■WiMJiHi  etftfmiieed.  ^l%ey'^*^"i  «wwtet  t  fftwd  ttf btf  riigimy  t^teed;  tad  the  ceii U  twedl •lift 
I  tHtinA  Horn  tfae  ladsr**  lnitb«ad»  wboM  iMMigttkib^  OilNiiewbat  riiortiatd/"*tNriig<i  Hamifing  tiM  opmm* 
andcoBtttttiiraKDoeaboiitberpenoii,  gtmnoit^  M  ^tioii,aii4«ridMtl^y«odiie«dbr>tlwMfref  crmvl.  Rrmn 
cowtcttwf.  :it  i{^  sute  of  the  p«lteM'»  mind  it  w«r  dii&ooU  |o  «icer- 

I  was  hnMy  requetted  to  tmH  this  lUy  «c  t«ii  i^ttili«>«het)iflc  «r  aot  th»e  were  any  uteim  p«iu. 


o'clock,  a.nt.,  March  5,  1M4.  I  was  htforned  that 
frtfffioukif  to  goinf  to  bed  she  had  manifeMed  con- 
iidaable  hnrtaUUty  of  mind ;  at  the  time  of  my  nsil 
she  lahonred  nnder  toul  mental  alienation,  and  wni 
eoostantly  talking  in  an  incoherent  manner.  I  pre> 
scribed  a  sedative  mixture,  with  aether  and  camphor, 
which  appeated  to  baTW'some  quieting  effect,  but 
acareely  any  sleep  wae  obtatoed  through  the  night 
After  this  time  she  beeame  more  Tiolent  and  iin« 
manageable,  requiring  sometimes  foor  or  five  persons 
to  keep  her  in  bcMl,  incessantly  Ulking,  either  religiously 
or  quite  the  reverse ;  she  also  had  occasional  fits  of 
screaming,  so  lond  as  to  be  heard  by  the  neigbhourt  i 


Ttsidenee.    She  continued  in  this  state,  and  without 
any  sleep,  day  after  day. 

Saturday  owning,  fire  dajre  from  my  first  risit,  (stnctf 
which  she  has  had  no  sleep,)  there  being  no  improve- 
ment, and  no  signs  of  abortion  occurring,  in  order  to' 
ensure  the  snfety  of  the  patient,  it  appeared  necessary 
to  adopt  the  practice  which  had  been  so  judiciously 
carried  out  in  the  prerioos  pregnancy  by  her  then 
medical  attendant ;  but  from  the  length  of  the  cervis 


ttewembefing  the  difficnlty  experienced  in  my  firsi 
essay,  and  the  danger  there  appeared  of  injuring  the 
eervls  uteri,  I,  on  this  occaaion,  employed  Kn  instrument* 
(contrived  by  my  son,  Mr.  S;  J.  A.  Salter,  now  a 
student  in  the  Medical  School  of  King's  College,) 
expressly  with  the  view  of  aiveidlng  the  possibility  or 
this  acsident.  Is  consiitcid.iif  •  flexible  gui  malo 
catheier»  but  ol  snttdeot  finnness  to  preaen«  its 
straight  form*  oven  when  opposed  to  a  moderately- 
existing  body,  having  n  perfbration  at  its  ratreme 
point,  just  large  enough  to  allow  a  common  wire  stilet 
to  pass  through. 
The  patient,  lying  on  her  left  side,  and  near  the  edge 


fiving  at   a   oomidemble  distance   from   her  own  *'of  the  bed,  the  catheter  was  introduced  into  the  vagina 


with  the  right  hand,  and  pushed  forwards  upon  the 
anterior  surfhce  of  the  fore*finger  of  the  left,  and  in 
this  roamntf  it-veadily  entered  the  oe  nteri>  and  passed 
through  tbtt  eervix  \  withdrawing  the  finger  from  tho 
Tagina  and  oa  ttt«ri»  the  instrument  was  pressed  forward 
until  it  met  with  steady  eeaistano^*  The  stilet  was 
then  introduced  and  passed  oa»  making  its  exit  at  the 
opening  prepared  for  it,  when  it  was  immediately 
found  to  have  perforated  the  membranes.    Renewed 


uteri,  and  its  undeveloped  condition  at  the  period  at    {Mressure  being  then  made  upon  the  catheter  itself,  that 


which  she  bsd  now  arrived,  I  felt  that  greater  ditt- 
cttlties  would  present  themselves  in  rupturing  the* 
membranes  than  on  the  occasion  referred  to.  On 
making  an  examination  for  this  purpose,  the  os  uteri 
was  found  high  up,  and  situated  backwards  towards 
the  sacrum,  and  mis  therefore  with  difficulty  reached; 
it  waa^  moreover,  so  closed,  as  not  to  admit  the  point 
of  the  finger.  The  cervix  was,  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  of  the  usual  length  of  that  of  the  unim- 
pregnated  uterus.  By  passing  the  stilet  of  a  catheter 
on  the  front  part  of  the  fore-finger  of  my  left  -band, 
whilst  that  member  was  in  the  vagina,  and  prcfssing 
sgainst  the  os  uteri,  I  made  an  attempt  to  puncture  the 
membranes.  Much  diificulty  was  eiperienced  In 
passing  the  stilet  through  the  cervix,  which,  however, 
I  once  effected,  but  no  fluid  followed  its  withdra#ill^ 
As  I  therefore  did  not  succeed  in  my  object,  and  fearing 
the  cervix  uteri  might  be  injured  by  further  trials,  I 
desiated  for  the  present  fh>m  the  purpose  I  had  in  view, 
and  determined  to  make  trial  of  the  ergot  of  rye,  in 
the  hope  by  the  ihfluence  of  that  drug  to  prodoee 
abortion.  It  was  exhibited  In  the  form  of  infusion^  i« 
proportion  of  three  drachms  of  the  powder  to  eigif* 
onnees  of  boiling  water,  giving  one  oonce  of  the 
ufosioa,  wMi  a  dmchm  of  the  tinctnre,  evwy  tww 
horns.  IVom  the  violent  and  unmanageable  condition 
of  the  pnti^t  not  allowing  it,  the  medldwe  was  not 
given  eiiberis  often  or  as  regohurly  as  cooM  ha^ebcm 
wiabed,  and  no  senrible  effset  baing  produced  byii,^M 
Monday,  the  Ittli,  atciiipie  of  the  powdered  ergot  was 
added  to  eadi  dose  of  the 


also  entered  the  cavity  of  the  amnion,  and  on  with- 
drawing the  stilet  the  liquor  amnii  flowed  in  a  full  and 
oontinnoos  stream^  as  urine  is  observed  to  do  from  a 
catheter  introduced  into  a  distended  urinary  bladder. 
Tht  fluid  collected  amounted  to  about  a  |nnt  and  a 
half.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  suceessfol  than 
the  nse  of  this  simple  instrument,  audi  would  venture 
to  recommend  its  employment  to  ray  professional 
brethren,  as  equally  adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  had  recourse  to,  as  the  ingenious  cutting  instru- 
ment contrived  and  recommended  by  Dr.  Ramsbotham, 
which  I  did  not  happen  to  possess,  and  the  use  of 
which,  in  unskilful  hands,  might  not  altogether  be 
unattended  with  danger,  and  be  especially  hasardoua 
in  cases  where  the  cervix  and  os  uteri  are  undeveloped, 
as  in  the  present  instance. 

After  the  evacuation  of  the  liquor  amnii,  the  patient 
tbok  one  or  two  more  doses  of  the  ergot  of  rye,  but 
as  its  previous  exhibition  had  not  occasioned  any  very 
decided  nterine  action^  as  evidenced  by  the  absence 
of  the  usual  pains,  and  the  liquor  amnii  being  so 
entfrely  evacuated,  the  farther  use  of  the  medicina 
was  not  urged,  in  the  confident  belief  that  the  ovnia 
woidd  be  soon  expelled  by  the  natural  efforts. 

In  the  middle  of  thenlghtof  Thorsday,  the  14th,  (nine 
days  aftar  the  comnaacament  of  the  mental  derange- 
ment, and  fifty  hours  subsequent  to  the  puncturing 
of  the  membranes,)  expulsive  pains  came  on,  and  the 
delivery  waa  accomplished  at  two  o'clock  on  tb^ 
morning  of  the  15th,  being  fifty- two  hours  after  the 
Tupture  of  the  membranea  and  the  dtocharfe  of  the 
Tnegday  evaaiaig,  Mareh  IM.  Anelher  ailtmpc  tNarf-Nqaar  amnii.    la  a  very  short  time  subsequent  to  this 


■ide  to  pvnetnia  the  mambranen,  and  whfeh  hap^rfly 
fiovad  taecassfal.    On  this  ocenatoa  the  oe  uteri  was 


tbeia  was  a  anaifest  impsavamsat  ia  the  slate  of  tha 
patliBt,  and   thaagh  'Siill  iaaohareat,  and.  havinff 
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oeciiioBtl  faroKfMw  •!  fMma»  tbt 
quMr  tod  mcM|«Me»  sad  itefl  eieMininlly  Ibr  • 
fetrtemt.  Oa  tiM  woMd  dtqr  ten -MM  tolHfiU 
of  MWHTtlhrd  iMiadMH  of  flriod.  ttaettUtpciMi 
hte  im^rofwneafe  fccciMt  grad— 1»  and  tboofb  do«« 
re^arly  progieirift,  tad  ibe  It  turn,  (Aprii  Stk,) 
iali«raff!Mth«iRbia«v«ryrc^pact.  She  liftd»  hovefw, 
tiro  or  thrM  violeaf  pwozjiow  afUr  bar  ddivwy,  and 
/reqaantty  awoke  Upon  liar  alcap  in  a  friglit^  iotaaiiay 
▼iolaatly,  and  sIm,  mortofcr,  paiaed  maaj  nighta 
withoat  alaap ;  at  aock  tlaMa,  at  well  at  frariova  to 
deK«ei7»  ^  procaiv  reat,  opiatea  were  ocouiooaUj 
gif«a,  >at  they  oaly  appeared  to  anawer  Hm  porpoaa 
once  or  twice,  and  fimn  Uielr  beatiaf  aad  other  aflRsctt, 
aeeaied  lo  be  rather  injiirioaa  than  otberwiae. 

During  the  whole  progrest  of  thit  eate,  tha  piilae 
waa^ldom  more  than  IM  in  a  adinnte,  and  often  not 
more  than  80;  the  tkin  waa  eool»  aad  there  wat  upon 
the  whole  leat  ditttorbnnee  of  the  functiont  than 
might  a  imoH  have  beea  expected  from  the  violence 
of  the  i^mptomt,  aad  the  loag  abaence  of  aleep. 

Majr  aOth,  18«7.  Thir  lady  is  now  Uving,  and  in 
good'lwalthv  hut  hat  aborted  once  withoat  any  oaoanai 
circnmatanee  bappeniof,  the  only  time  of  bar  being 
pregnanl  nnoa  the  above  aaae  ooearred. 


IPECACUANHA  IN  THE  BITES  OF  VENOMOUS 

ANIMALS. 


to  tus  editor  of  the  provincial  medical  akd 
surgical  journal. 

Sir, 

If  you  contfder  the  following  cate  likely  to  be  naeful 

on  further  inquiry,  in  the  relief  of  fenomout  bitet  of 

reptiles  and  stings  of  iusecta,  I  wish  yon  would  publish 

it.    I  must  own  it  made  a  great  impremion  on  my 

mihd,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the  profeasion  generally 

would  try  the  remedy  and  publish  the  resuitt  if  snc- 

cemfol.    I  have  never  had  another  case,  bnt  many  of 

my  friends  have  found  it  useful  in  the  sting  of  wasps. 

I  remain,  yoma  faithfully, 

HENRY  COLLET. 

Worthing,  Jane  12,  IS27. 


Some  yeara  since  the  daughter  of 


Templer, 


Esq.,  about  eight  years  ohi,  had  her  hand  upon  the 
companion  ladders  of  the  East  India  ship,  MtUcohm, 
when  she  suddenly  felt  it  bitten  by  something  which 
waa  not  observed,  bnt  the  two  specks  on  lier  fioger 
plainly  showed  the  marks  of  a  centipede's  fangs,  of 
wirfeb  many  of  very  considerable  sine  had  been  canghtt 
As  surgeon  of  the  ship  I  was  onlled  to  her  natiatsnce, 
nnd  found  her  in  very  great  suffering,  and  after  ex* 
haostiog  all  the  remedies  usually  considered  useful,— oil, 
apiric,  laudanum,  ammonia,  dec.,— I  recollected  having 
been  informed  by  an  old  officer  in  a  previous  voyage,  that 
the  best  cure  for  the  bite  of  a  rattlesnake  was  ipecaen* 
anha.  I  fetched  a  bottle  of  wine  of  ipecaciunha  from 
the  chest,  and  gave  it  to  the  mother  Co  apply  hMnlly, 
at  the  aama  Ume  telling  her  thnt  I  had  not  the  alightaat 
faith  in  the  remedy ;  but  to  my  snrpriae  and  delight 


ateaaaMovtaf  haraahsa  in  two  minnfeea,  latittaa 
tc  had  atoppad  tha  pain  inataat^.  I  raqnerted  her  ta 
'rt-apply  it  if  neceatary.  The  paia  retomed  oaea  when 
it  again  imaMdiataly  aad  entirely  relieved  it.  If  so 
minnte  a  ^naatity  aa  ii  contained  in  the  wine,  could 
be  attended  with  anch  good  effectt,  I  tUnk  much 
mora  might  be  ezpactad  firom  ita  aaa  in  the  concentmted 
form  of  emetine. 


HOPITAL  DB  LA  PITI^,  PARIS. 


A  CASE  OF  MENINGOMYELITIS. 

(ponuaanicatedhySKFtiMDa  LowB,Esqn  MJLC.S.E.) 

History  of  the  cate ;  pretent  attack ;  tymptcmt  m 
aimittion ;  ireatmint ;  rtmarkM,^  Importance  of  a 
proper  diagiMtk  from  lesion  qf  the  bram  ;  from  a 
tvmow  or  ramoUiesement,  4rc.»  of  the  $pinal  cord} 
from  epilepty,  $plnal  irritatUm,  ffc^IndkatioMfef 
treatment, 

M.  B.,  a  boy,  aged  16,  was  admitted  into  theHdpiial 
de  U  Piti6,  under  Professor  Piorry,  April  21st,  1847. 
He  is  slightly  made,  rather  short  for  his  age,  of 
lymphatic  temperament,  and  fall'  complexion.  He 
appears  to  be  very  cheerftil  and  intelligent,  and 
answers  qoesUons  with  great  perspicuity  aad  accuracy. 
He  states  that  for  eight  years  he  assisted  his  father  to 
carry  wood,  and  was  constantly  exposed  to  all  kinds 
of  weather.  During  the  last  year  he  baa  been  a  fringe, 
maker,  residing  at  Paris,  working  in  the  same  room 
with  several  other  persons,  and  sleeping  alone  in  a 
small  but  well  ventilated  apartment.  His  food  has 
generally  been  neither  very  abundant  nor  very  whole, 
soiue.  He  was  always  rather  weak  end  amall  for 
his  age.  He  has  occasionally  snffered  Aroai  aeveve 
colds,  but  he  never  had  an  atwck  of  epilepcy,  oonvni- 
sions,  or  any  serious  illness,  previous  to  tha  prssent 
disease.  About  three  or  four  days  since  he  waa  paiged 
conaiderably ;  the  purging  ceased  yesterday.  Last 
night  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  burning  tingling 
sensation  in  the  right  hand  and  right  side  of  the  head; 
he  soon  afterwards  experienced  cramp  in  the  right 
fore-arm  and  hand,  and  towards  morning  the  left 
arm  and  hand,  aa  well  aa  the  inferior  'extremities, 
became  painful  aad  contracted;  he  found  ha  coatd 
not  close  his  hands,  the  fingers  being  rigid  aad  partially 
flexed;  be  also  states  that  be  had  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  forming  his  words,  so  that  his  nttaraaoe  was 
aomewba  Impeded.  He  aevar  ioft  conaq^oiianias 
in  the  leaat 

At  pveeeat  ha  appears  perfectly  seasihlei  tha  feqe 
is  qnke  aatunJl ;  .the  pai^ils  are  eeaaible  io  ii^i  ha 
coflsplalas  of  gaaat  pain  and  hanlug  i»  tha  haa4» 
espaaiaUy  on  Uw  right  aide,  hat  he  aaya  it  doee  not 
esund  deeply ;  the  thiimha  and  fingerf  ,  aa  well  as  the 
'foi»«rmt,  ma  rigid,  aontraoied,  aAd  partially  Aexe4» 
so  that  ha  caaaoi  aloee  hU  hes4a;  ha  feala  aarars 
cvaaipy  pain  in  the  hands  and  fore-arafSb  aad  a  aeptfe 
tioa  of  burning,  tingling,  and  formication,  in  tha  right 
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would  nott  prolNiblf  be  vBttM,  tad  Hhtf  inmiM  V« 
lom  of-  contetrnmieM,  «r MBml4«ii%  tee.  May.  U-  te 
ib7»]om1% (» iwiBit ielte ipliial «««l«) or  ayvlMm- 


lliiifflb,  the  palm*  of  the  bands,  and  Ibe  solet  of  ttt 

hei;  tbo  feet  are  dnim  np,  fl«xed>  rigid,  and  eon.- 

tracted/to  that  be  appears  to  bate  talipes  eqtifli«s| 

the  calves  of  tbe  lep  are  bard,  cord-libe,  and  paiiiflihf-J>ci%<iWielliiismg«l6f  lh<iOoi4))of faM>osytoiihJH|to» 

OB  pressnre;  tbe  mdicles  of  the  thighs  are  also  some* 

vhat  contracted  and  rigid.    On  examining  tbe  spine, 

percasdon  orer  tbe  cervical  region  produced  no  effect 

wbaterer,  bot  on  approaching  tbe  fifth  dorsal  Toitebra, 

the  patient  eried  ont  as  if  in  great  pain,  and  Ihe  legs, 

imif  aad  thighs  were  spasmodically  contracted.    On 

deaoendiBf  towarda  the  lambar  region,  the  contracUons 

msd  paita  were  greatly  aggravated ;  tbe  patient  referred 

aearly  tbe  whole  of  tbe  pain  to  tbe  inferior  extremities, 

the  sboebs  being  bnt  slightly  felt  hi  ibe  spine  itself, 

and  not  at  all  in  the  bead  and  opper  extremities,  nor 

were  tbe  mnscles  tf  the  tmnb  affected  in  tbe  least 

The  respiration  Isnataral ;  tbe  lungs  and  heart  appear 

to  be  qnite  healthy;  the  pnlte  is  firm,  resisting,  aiid 

90;  the  tongue  is  tlightly  farred;  there  is  no  thirst, 

nor  nausea,  nor  Tomiting,  nor  tenderness  on  pressure 

over  the  abdomen ;  the  bowels  are  regular*;  tbe  urine 

is  passed  freely,  and  is  natural  in  colour  and  quautity. 

Tbe  patient  states  that  be  has  not  received  any  iLJory 

to  the  spine,  nor  has  he  been  exposed  to  cold,  nor  is 

be  Awara  of  any  ciicnmstanced  likely  to  have  induced 

the  Attack. 

Ordesed  thirty  leeches  to  the  spine*  and  afterwards 
/oar  small  blisters,  two  to  be  placed  above,  and  twp 
belew,  where  the  leechea  were  applied.  To  have  ice 
applied  over  tbe  ^ine.    Low  diet. 

About  an  faonr  and  a  half  after  tbe  application  of  the 
leeches,  tbe  pain  in  the  head  gradually  abated,  the  con- 
traction  and  rigidity  of  tbe  extremities  was  almost 
xemoved,  bnt  tbe  pain  and  formication  in  the  thumb  and 
soles  of  the  feet  continued. 

22nd.  The  patientexpresses  himself  greatly  improved ; 
lie  still  complains  of  the  heat,  and  tingling,  and  form), 
cation  in  the  right  thumb  and  the  soles  of  tbe  feet ; 
tbe  caivea  of  the  legs  are  stiff,  sore,  and  tender  on 
prMSve;  percussion  over  tbe  vertebre  occasions  no 
paiA  or  ceQiraetion  of  tbe  extremities  i  tbe  poise  is 
floA,  sasall,  and  80;  tbe  bowels  are  regular;  tbe  appe. 
tite  is  improved.  To  have  a  lai|(e  blister  applied  over 
tbe  Inmbar  region. 

24th.  The  formication  in  tbe  thumb  and  soles  of  the 
fset  has  nearly  disappeared ;  there  is  still  tenderness 
on  pressure  in  the  calves  of  the  legs;  the  patient  feels 
weak,  but  can  walk  perfectly  well ;  convalescent.  To 
liave  middle  diet. 

28th.  Tbe  whole  of  the  distressing  symptoms  entirely 
removed.  Tbe  patient  continues  rather  feeble, but  will 
Im  able  to  leave  ihe  hospital  in  a  few  days. 

Vninafft  Fiorry  observed,  that  in  forming  onr 
4iaf;nosia  of  the  case  before  us,  we  must  carelbUy  take 
teto  eomidefatlon  the  whole  of  tbe  sympiomay-aiid  the 
eltoomstancea  likely  to  have  Indaced  the»,  ler  ataoidd 
W9  b^  deceived  in  determinHig  the  natare  of  tbe  disease, 
we  Hilgbt  be  led-  to  adopt  a  treatasent  tbe  meat  boitAil 
•ad  injorioiis.  Tbns,  we  may  aak,  it  It  potstble  that  it 
■M^be  a  lesion  of  the  brain  t  If  it  were  so,  tbe  patw 
in  tbe  bead  would  be  more  deeply  aeated,  more  intense, 
aad  extendea  over  a  larger  sarface ;  tbe  organs  of  sense 


(spinal  epeplexy.)  f  If  it  wfse  «oy  en«  of  these  ai|iBC« 
tkws,  the«e  would  be  partial  paralyais  or  conrQUton%, 
and  tbe  nerves  given  off  below  tbe  seat  of  tbe  disease 
would  be  chieiy  implicated.  Again,  is  it  probable  that 
it  may  arise  from  epilept^t.  convulsions,  or  chorea  f 
There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  case  to  Indicate 
a  predispoeition  to  one  or  other  of  these  a flfections,  and 
the  symptoms  are  totally  oppose  J  to  such  a  soppotition. 
Again,  can  we  regard  it  as  a  case  of  what  aoihora 
designate  spinal  irritation  }  It  is  tme  tbe  debility  of 
tbe  patient,  the  absence  of  any  recognizable  exciting 
cause,  and  tbe  small  degree  of  reaction,  might  lead  na 
to  conclude  it  was  so ;  bnt  if,  on  the  other  band,  we 
consider  tbe  snddcwness  of  tbe  attaehi  the  gtadsal 
augmentation  and  pershtnice  of  the  symptoms,  tbe 
rielHice,  eharaeter,  and  extent  of  Ike  pain,  dtc.»  we  are 
perfioily  juftHbd  tat  peoawmetog  it  to  be  a  case  of 
mivningekmyelitls*  Thne,  under  inflaaaialion,  the 
seasibUlty  of  the  cord  la^exalted ;  on  pefoasting  orw 
tbe  q»lne,  ifae  shock  is  carried  to  iheextvemlllev,caasiBg 
contractien  of  tbe  muscles,  pain,  ftc.  AgMn,  tba 
meninges  being  also  aA*cted,  the  irritation  is  propagated 
to  tbe  nerves  as  tbey  pass  through  the  foramina ;  tbia 
irritation  extends  by  small  communicating  branches  to 
the  superficial  nerves  of  tbe  bead,  the  ninth  nerve,  and 
the  aerres  of  the  nppe^  exfremltles. 

Having  determined  the  taflammatory  natare  of  tbe 
affection,  oor  iadleaiione  Isr  treatmeataie  very  obvioue. 
The  patient's  strength  will  scarcely  admit  of  general 
bleeding,  nor  is  It  indeed  necessary.  Tbe  free  ciroola- 
tion  in  the  rachidian  vessels,  and  their  communication 
with  those  of  tbe  exterior  through  the  foramina,  point 
out  how  readily  we  may  produce  a  decided  effect  upon 
congestion  of  tbe  cord  and  its  membranes  by  local 
blood-letting  alone,  and  how  easily  we  may  subdue 
the  excited  circulation  by  the  application  of  topical 
refrigerants^  the  after  application  of  blisters  will 
tesd  to  remove  the  i%ilamiiiatoxy  products,  should 
there  be  any.  The  speedy  and  favourable  results  of 
tbe  treatment  proTe  tbe  diafaosia  to  have  been  perfectly 
correct,  and  abow  that  resolution  waa  obtained  before 
tbe  ocoarrence  of  any  very  material  er  extensive  lesion, 
and  tbe  case  may  be  considered  as  having  proceeded 
no  farther  than  what  H  denominated  by  Professor 
Millar  "  active  congeMion.'* 

Paris,  June  drd,  1617. 
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A  case  of  poiaooing  with  bydrocyaoio  acid, 
attended  by  circain stances  which  give  peculiar 
ioterest  to  it  in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view, 
has  recently  oecarred  in  Worcester*  It  will  be 
recollected  that  an  inquiry  into  a  cafe  of  poison- 
ing by  the  same  agept,  iit  which  there  was  the 
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foiammo  wm  hymo^hmmio^mid- 


1  '9^Ufm^% 

tiM  BMMBt  4lttk  lilif 

'«t  BmtoL  la  tiikoMt,  «liU 
Tepefied  afe  the  time  by  Mr.  6e4fre)%  (iV^' 
«»ii(«i/  MMeal  and  i9Mf^«0tt/  Jmumd,  1844, 
p.  ^0  the  inditidiiel,  a  man  44  yvars  ef  «fe, 
after  taking  half  an  eance  of  the  aoid,  had 
walked  ten  paces  to*  the  head  of  the  atairsi 
descended  the  stairs*  seventeen  in  number,  and 
then  proceeded  rather  quickly  to  a  druggist's 
ahop^  forty.five  paces  distant,  where  he  had  pro- 
cured the  acid,  entering  the  shop  in  his  usual  slow 
and  easy  manner,  and  asking  for  '<  more  of  that 


>aad.ToUklim  ^eoftb     On  wilaeBi  goinf  Into  Ihe  rooai  hs  tsw  «• 


prussicacid,"  before  hebecame evidenUy afFeeted^  ^^  ^^^^  tri^  ^  Omialrtsr  ammowa,  staa tuMi 


aiteMtionin  hia/  bat  otaerrad  ontetaUalbtboMa 
la  which  the  pfiMio  aeld  had  b9tm  plapsd,  fsipty. 
[Hm  botUe  was  piodaosd:  it  was  qalt0  aniftj.]  I 
mid,  ^  Good  God,  Shepherd,  yoa  have  ast  beea  tsUfl| 
that."  Deceased  repUed  aiaiUiig,  <*No,  nof  iH  ell 
right;  take  no  notioe.  Gite  me  year  bend,  eld 
Mlow."  WUdom  weat'Qp  to  hist,  aad  the  daoMied 
tdded,  <<  God  Uses  yoa.  Ito  sllfight ;  tdM  ao  i^tte." 
Witness  lauoMdietely  leak  «p  his  hat  aad  went  ie,lrtetk 
Mr.  Griflltht,  the  aeatesl  enfgeoa.  If r.  Grifiths^ii 
from  hoBie,  bet  came  shertly  afterwards  aad  wiiaiii 
proceeded  to  the  top  of  Broad  Street,  where  he  not 
Mr.  Plerp(tet,  tfho  ran  hack  with  bim,  aad  firaad 
deoeeeed  on  the  door,  but  not  dead.    Mr.  Pisipetet 


by  the  poison  which  he  had  awallowed*    In  this 


death  took  plaee,  but  there  was  no  evidenee 
show  the  actual  strength  of  the  aeid  taken. 

Another  somewhat  similar  case  is  reported  by 
Mr.  Nunneley,  of  Leeds,  [Prov^eiai  Joumaif 
1845,  p.  401,)  but  in  this  also  neither  the  strength 
of  the  acid,  nor  the  quantity  actually  swallowed^ 
could  be  accurately  ascertained.  Both  cases 
were,  however,  further  remarkable,  in  that  there 

was  neither  convulsions  nor  shriek. 

.  .i 

.;  The  case  to  which  we  are  now  referring  will 
be  found  to  differ  from  the  focegeiag«  in  that 
'both  the  dose  and.  the  strem^  ef  the  achl 
made  use  of  are  known.  We  subjoin  the  more 
important  part  of  the  eiridence  given  ob  the 
inquest  :-^ 

Mr.  John  Stringer,  drnggist,  of  St.  Switbia  Street, 
deposed  that  the  deceased,  Mr.  BeE^amin  Shepherd, 
•nrgeon,  occasionally  came  to  his  shop  to  write  a 
prescription,  but  he  noTcr  made  any  parchases  until 
ye^terdaj.  About  one  o'clock  yesterdsy  (Tuesday, 
Jane  Stb,)  he  came  to  witness's  shop  with  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Hill,  and  after  the  usual  saluution,  he  said, 
"  Just  pat  me  op  two  drachms  of  Soheele's  prassio  aoSd." 
Witness  procnred  what  was  required,  and  banded  it  to 
the  deoeased  in  a  bottle  regularly  labelled.  Mr. 
Bedgrave,  of  New  Street,  came  in  just  at  that  time, 
and  complained  of  a  pain  in  hie  bowek.  Wimess,  in 
jolce,  obeerved  te  hkn,  **  Yea*  had  bencrtake  a  dose 
of  thls»"  meaning  the  prassio  aoid.  Mr.  Shepherd 
thareapoo  observed,  *<  That  wiU  care  jou  dimotly; 
you  can't  have  anything  better."  Some  farther  con- 
Torsation  took  place,  aad  shortly  afterwards  Mr. 
Shepherd  lefl  the  shop,  and  retorned  again  in  a  few 
minutes  with  Mrs.  Hill.  He  then  asked  for  sn  ounce 
of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  placed  a  sovereign  on  the 
counter  to  pay  for  it.  Witness  declined  at  first  to 
receive  payment  for  so  trifling  an  article,  bat  as  the 
deeeaeed  insisted  on  paying  for  it,  witacss  gave  hkn 
the  change.  The  deceased  then  asked  if  aay  one  was 
In  the  back  room.  Witness  replied  *<No/'  and  the 
deoeased  then  walked  into  the  room,  saying  to  witne^, ' 
"I  want  a  word  with  yoa."  Witness  followed  him 
into  the  room  within  two  minutes  (being  detained  by 
a  customer  in  the  shop,)  and  found  him  sitting  on  the 


to  the  pmssie  aeid,  aad  aa  attampt  waa  ssads  to  pf^dnoe 


instance,  at  least  five mioBteannat hare ela|MM,.vomituig.     This  did  not  sueceed,  and  the  atesssh. 

from  the  time  of  ewaUewing  the  petsea  belere    pump  waa  seat  Cor,  bat  on  iu  arrival  the  deceased  had 

to  just  died.  The  qaaatity  of  Scheele's  piassic  asid  a 
the  bottle  was  aboat  190  drops,  which  contaiued  abest 
six  drops  of  the  real  acid.  This  would  kill  a  nan 
instantaneoosly.  Deceased  had  drunk  some  water 
in  the  shop  just  before  he  took  the  priusic  acid.  This 
would  prevent  the  add  aotiag  ao  rapidly. 
•  Mrs.  Stringer^  wife  ef  th^  preoediag  witness,  depossd 
that  she  was  below  staira  whan  ahe  iMard  aome  one  go 
into  the  parloar  aver  her  head.  She  immedialely  west 
up  stairs,  (about  twelve  slepe,}  aad  looking  threagh  ihe 
glass  door,  saw  the  deoeased  en  the  eofa  in  the  est  ef 
drinking  something.  She  then  went  down  stairs,  apd 
in  about  ten  mtnutes,  aha  heard  footsteps  of  apanoa 
passing  quickly.  She  then  went  up  stairs  again  sad 
found  the  deoeased  on  the  floor,  Mr.  Stringer  htviag 
left  the  room  to  fetch  a  enrgeoa*  Thinklag  be  aas 
In  a  ftt»  she  placed  a  sofa-piUow  under  his  head  aad 
unfastened  bis  neck-eloth,  and  soon  after  Mr.  Striagsc 
retorned  with  Mr*  Pierpoint. 

Mrs.  Hill,  sister  of  the  deceased,  deposed  that  bar 
brother  asked  her  on  Tuesday  if  she  was  going  into 
town,  as  he  would  go  with  her.  Witness  accordingly 
went  with  him  te  Mr.  Smith's,  iu  Sidbury,  fh»m  whence 
they  proceeded  along  Friar  Street,  and  New  Stiee^  to 
Mr.  Stringer's.  Her  brother  had  lately  appeared  mach 
hewildered,  as  he  did  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  she 
had  frequently  to  ask  him  questions  two  or  three  times 
before  he  appeared  to  understand  her.  She  did  net 
know  what  could  have  led  to  this,  until  lust  Sonday, 
when  he  read  to  her  and  her  father  an  anonymoos  lettsc/ 
which  he  had  received,  observing  that  that  letter  wu 
enough  to  disturb  bim.  Her  brother  complained  oa 
Sunday  of  his  head  being  hot,  and  had  appesfed 
incoherent  in  his  manner  for  several  days.  He  said 
that  the  people  were  all  making  signs  at  him ;  this  im- 
pression appeared  to  be  very  strong  on  his  mind.  Oa 
Sonday  and  Monday  he  was  eontinUaUy  making  signs 
by  moving  his  arms,  placing  them  across  hia  bseaat,  dee. ; 
witueaa  endeavonredto  dissuade  him  ftaai  such  aotifins, 
hot  he  persisted  in  them.  The  witness's  evidenoe  weat 
fortiier  to  corroborate  whathsa  ahrei^j  been  atttfed 
in  Mr.  Suiager's  evidence.  She  aided  that  o*  her 
brother  leaving  Mr.  Stringer's  for  Che  first  time,  he 
wished  her  to  go  ^  on  home  ifh.ile  he  retamed  to  Mr. 
Stringer's  for  something  else  which  he  wanted  j  bat 
witness  having  some  misgivings,  returned  with  hia, 
and  then  he  bought  the  carbonate  of  ebda,  and  weat 
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>  liil»  Mr.  fltriace/s  psrlosr.  WIIbms  mmimM  Mf  < 
Slrfiigtr  to  Mknr  hin,  «t  the  wm  sAwid  Itors  wm 

'eoMeihisvlliemtfteriHtbbiB.  M r.  dtringw  Miar*^^ 
in  •  vfotili,  exotaiming,  «He  ha*  tehen  it'*    Wlimit. 

.  fMlMi  lalo  the  perlomr  and  bmI  lier  brotlier,  irbo 

•  edvaaead  tevmrds  her  ehont «  yard  iaie  the  rooei*  mod 
MM, «  Goed  bje^  Mtrjr ;  Ood  blew  jon;  I  have  taken 
-k*  The  wltaeai^  leoeUeetiea  here  beoametndisthiet 
ike*  etettenent.  She  aaid  that  her  brotbor  at  flm 
•ooaplained  of  behig  siek,  bat  elaeet  Immadtatelj  be 
fctt  Bpeo  the  floor*  fie  did  not  eject  aaytbing  horn 
hk  stOBiaob.  She  IbUy  believed  ber  snfoftanate 
brolber  to  have  been  rnncb  bewildered,  and  not  in 
bit  right  tentee,  when  he  wat  In  Mr.  Striogei't  ebop. 
He  bed  pievioiMly  oDmplained  of  want  of  sleep,  and 
tpok  laadaiittM  on  Sonday  for  the  porpote  of  pro* 

'^^oitag  deep.    He  had  taken  it  on  previont  ooeationc 
'  for  the  laoM  parpeae,  and  to  preront  congbing,  he^ 

•  having  aoote  twrtve  montfai  ago  mptand'  a  blood- 
vMMl  ia  the  langt.  Ber  bwtliw  bad  lately  carried 
ebont  hia  a  large  kaiC»  flrom  bit  tnrgieal  inttnment 
cate,  eajriag  that  '■it  wee  qniie  neoeatary  ia  thete 
tiatee."    He  appeeied  afraid  to  go  ont  atone. 

M.  Flerpeint,  Eiq.,  anigeon,  elated  that  he  wat 
called  in  by  Mr.  Stringer  to  the  deceated  abont  one 
o'clock  yeetofday  nening.  He  foaad  him  lying  on  bis 
book  on  the  floor  in  Mr.  Stringei^t  parlovr,  bit  head 
lying  on  »  aofa-piUow,  and  appaiently  dead.  Mrk 
Hill  end  Mrs.  Stringer  were  pretent,  and  having  raieed 
^  deceatedy  witnett  mixed  tome  ammonia  and  water 
in  a  wiae^glaat,  and  attempted  to  pour  it  down  bit 
4breat,  bat  he  did  not  swallow  any  portion  of  it,  and 
aone  reached  the  atomacb.  Witness  alto  applied  a 
i^albcr  to  the  Inside  of  the  tbioati  with  the  ol^eet  of 
prodnelng  vomiting,  bvt  without  eflSMt.  He  then  sent 
for  n  stoBaoh-pump*  and  In  the  mean  time  thvdeeeased 
'  heaved  a  sigh  or  two  and  was  dead.  There  was  no 
palsatloo  at  the  wrist  or  heert/* 

The  appearances  observed  on  a  pf^t'tnortem 
«zaiiiiiia(ion  were  here  detailed.  The  following 
are  the  notes  taken  by  Mr.  Pierpoint  at  the  time, 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  them  :— 

Conntenanee  (particularly  the  Hpt,)  livid;  neck, 
sbonlders,  and  all  the  posterior  part  of  the  trunk  purple. 
On  dividing  the  integuments,  dark  blood  flowed  freely; 
the  blood  of  the  body  universally  dark  and  quite  fluid ; 
the  Inngt  loaded  wlUi  dark  blood,  which  bad  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  gravitated  to  their  posterior  portion. 
The  right  auricle  and  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and 
vena  cava,  full  of  dark  fluid  blood ;  the  left  ventricle 
firmly  contracted  and  quits  empty.  Five  ont  of  tiz 
gentlemen  did  not  perceive  any  odour  of  prattle  acfd 
npon  approaching  the  body,  either  before  or  after  it  wat 

^  opened.  All  the  abdominal  vitoera  healthy ;  urinary 
bladder  half  foil  of  urine,  which  exhaled  no  unusual 
-odour ;  brain  natural,  but  full  of  fluid  blood.    The 

'  etomaeh  contained  about  one  ounce  of  ratpberry-coloured 
lookiag  fluid,  and  had  a  ttrong  smell  of  almonds ;  the, 
stomach  Itself,  particularly  at  its  cardiac  extremity,  had 
every  vascular  appearance,  and  in  some  of  the  patehea 
eesiifg  of  blood  had  evidently  taken  place.  Some  of 
the  patehea  had  also  a  brownish  appearance. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  foregoing  account 
that  the  time  wbioh  ciapaed  from  the  ewal« 


linwing  of  tlifl  acid  to  the  fatal  tflrmi— tioa 
«imttt  tera  hflan  eoma  minutaa  •  Thara  waa  bath 
xoaaciatianaie  and  volition  mantfeetad,  aaaerding 
!•  tiw  avidenne  of  Mr.  Stringar,  abont  two 
tninntoa,  and  aooording  to  that  of  the  aifter,  te 
•oma  time  longer^  after  the  poiaon  had  beaa 
taken.  There  was  no  evidence  of  the  -occttr* 
rence  of  either  cenvolsiona  or  shriek. 

As  the  quantity  of  the  acid  meaaured  out  to 
the  deceased  was  known,  and  aa  he  was  seen  to 
drink  it  out  of  the  bottle»1the  bottle  being  after- 
wards found  qnite  empty»  it  hecume  very 
desirable  that  the  strangUi  of  the  acid  should  be 
aoeorately  aaoertaiaed,  Mr.  Stringer  waa  tbere^ 
-fere  aaked  for  a  similar  quantity  of  the  acid 
4aken  from  the  eame  bottle.  This  waa  put  up  ia 
a  sealed  pbiid,  and  eent  to  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor, 
of  Guy's  Heepitai,  with  a  reqnest  that  he  would 
be  good  enough  to  submit  it  to  examination. 
To  Mr.  Taylor's  kind  compliance  with  thig 
request  we  are  indebted  for  the  following 
notice:— 

The  phial  contained  105  drops,  weighing  98  grains. 
The  whole  ot  thit  wat  precipitated  by  a  tolution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  in  excess.  The  predpitate  (cyanide  of 
tilver,)  wat  thrown  on  a  filter,  and  wuhed  until  the 
watbingt  were  no  longer  affected  by  chloride  of  todiom. 
It  wat  then  thoroughly  dried  in  a  vapour  bath,  and 
weighed  in  a  belanosd  flUer. 

Thequaati^  ef  dry  cyanide  ef  silver  oblsinsd  was 

9.S  grains;  and  at  100  of  cyanide  are  equal  so  SO.  14 

ef  aahydsons  actdt  the  qaaatity  of  eaAydrouApmssie 

acid,  preaent  in  the  98  grains  of  the  acid  forwardedi 

was  equal  to  1.87  grains. 

Ag.Cy.  H.Cy.  Ag.Cy.  H.Cy. 

100        :        20.14     :         9.3        :        1.87 

The  acid,  therefore,  had  a  strength  ot  rather  more  than 

1.9  per  cent,  or  nearly  2  per  cent.    I  presume  there* 

fore  it  was  intended  to  be  the  acid  of  the  London 

Pharmaoopceia. 

The  quantity  of  acid  taken^  according  to  Mr. 
Stringer's  evidence,  may  possibly  have  been 
somewhat  more. 

,  Traces  of  the  acid  were  found  by  Mr.  Orwin 
in  the  fluid  taken  from  the  stomach,  by  whom  it 
was  auknitted  to  examination. 
.  Tbdeeaee,  therefore,  the  leading  featurea  of 
whieh  have  here  been  detailed,  edda  another 
instance  to  those  already  on  record,  in  whieh 
life  was  not  immediately  extinguished  by  a  fatal 
dose  of  the  poison, — ^in  which  certain  acta 
implying  consciousness  and  volition  were  per* 
formed,  and  in  which  death>  as  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  was  not  preceded  either  by  convnl* 
sions  or  the  *' shriek."  It  differs  from  former 
caeee  in  thia  important  particular,  that  the 
actual  quantity  taken,  and  the  strength  of  the 
preparation,  have  been  determined. 
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^0€tintnt»  of  Societ<f«. 


YORKSHIRE  BRANCH  OF  THB  PROYINClAIi 
IfBDICAL  AND  StJROICAL  ASSOCIATION..^ 

AMCAL  MgBTI]l«. 

The  Aonnal  Meeting  ef  (hit  Braneli  wm  held 
•I  kbe  Caaers'  Hall,  Sheffield^  on  Thoraday,  Jaae 
lOtb,  ^Dd  wmi  attended  by  the  following  Bembert  and 
fliiton:-*Mr.  Bec1cUt,Sbtf&eld;  Dr.Be)combe,Yoffts 
Dr.  Bramou,  Dr.  M.  d^  Bartolon^,  Sheffield;  Dr. 
Chfldvtok,  Leedi;  Mr.  Hamronh,  SbHBeld;  Mr. 
11.  Hey,  Mr.  Husband,  York ;  Mr.  finnter,  Mr.  H. 
^aofcaon,  Mr.  W,  Jaokeon,  Mr.  Kitobing,  Mr.  Law, 
Sbefteid;  Mr.  Maleallb,  York;  Mr.  MleUadnraMO) 
Mr.  Nlebobov,  Sbaftetd;  Mr.  PMiy*  Htfrsfalas  Mr. 
P#iter,  SbeAdd;  Mr.  Price,  Leeds;  Mr.  B«y»Mr. 
Reedad,  Mr*  Roper,  SbeMeld ;  Dr.  Sbaaraan,  RoilMdr. 
Iiam;  Dr.  Slmpton,  York ;  Mr.  Tboaaa^  Mr.  Tnrten, 
SheAeld ;    Mr,  WiUlaint,  York«  a&e.  kc 

The  Secretiify  (Mr.  Hatband)  eUled  that  be  bad  been 
reqoetted  by  Dr.  Beloonbe,  the  retiring  Protldent, 
to  expreu  hit  regret  that  he  conld  not  be  present  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prooeedingt,  to  resign  the 
chair  to  hit  toccettor,  but  tbst  he  hoped  to  join  the 
meeting  before  its  close.  The  Secretsry,  after  alluding 
to  the  lamented  death  of  the  pretldent-elect,  daring 
the  past  year,  stated  that  the  Coancll-  had  appointed 
Mr.  H.  Jaekson  to  snpply  the  racancy  tbns  eocasioned, 
and  bad  no  donbt  that  the  members  wonld  eonflrm  the 
•leoton  of  a  gentleman  so  well  <tnaH€ed  for  the  office 
of  President* 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  having  been  called  to  the  ebair  by 
noelsmation,  proceeded  to  address  the  meethig.  The 
Preiident  commenced  by  stating  that  thoogh  he  wonld 
yield  to  man^  of  hit  predecetsors  In  ability  to  discharge 
the  datles  of  the  office,'  to  which  he  had  been  elected 
in  so  flattering  and  kind  a  manner,  he  woold  not  yield 
to  one  of  them  in  hit  anzioas  wish  to  Ailfil  its  datiet. 
He  then  allnded  In  eloquent  and  sflPecting  terms  to  the 
loss  the  Branch  had  sustained  In  the  death  of  his  late 
IHend  and  colleague,  "Dr.  Farell.  He  conld  bear 
testimbny  Arom  persona] -ezperience  of  the  tslents  and 
worth  ef  his  departed  friend,  who,  from  wise  and 
ittscmtable  pnrposa  of  Ahnlgl^f  wtsdon,  was  aaatehed 
away,  when  a  long  promise  of  honour  and  wealth  was 
jnsi  opening  to  hi»  view*  Tko  Mialili  of  l^nras'  Bill, 
nid  tiM  Medleal  SegiUfatton  BW,  wero  nest  admrted 
tn,  and  Ibe  Prsetdent,  In  ceBclaaic%  oloqiiently  and 
Ibvelbly  ponrirafed  the  adrantages  to  be  derired  kem 
eemblned  exertion,  and  expressed  his  eanMat  hope 
that  this  woold  not  be  the  last  time  the  Branch  wonld 
meet  in  the  town  of  Sheffield. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  report  of  the 
Council : — 

~In  presenting  their  sixth  Annaal  Report  to  the 
i^embers  of  the  Yorkshire  Branch  of  the  ProTlDoial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Atsociatlon,  the  Council  hare 
Tory  few  obtervatioot  to  offer  on  the  occurrences  of  the 
past  year. 

**  Though  the  progress  of  medical  sckaoe  during  the 
inM  which  hat  elspeod  since  the  latt  meeting,  bears 


ample  testimony  te  the  seal  and  ardow  of  Its  follover^ 
the  nsotw  general  Intertits  of  the  pwefemlen  whisb 
famish  the  subject  matter  for  a  reperty  reqnbe  Mtde 


'^Tbe  Branch  eontlnnes  to  be  nmnoricaUy  ptos- 
i  and  yenr  Council  eaimot  bnC  expiem  thsir 


sinoem  oonrictlen,  that  this  risli  to  a  locality  known  to 
atany  of  our  members  only  by  the  feme  of  many  sac- 
cesslbl  oultfrators  of  the  wide  domain  ef  medlcsl 
science,  will  give  new  aoeesakma  to  Its  members,  snd 
impart  Anesh  energy  to  its  proceedings. 

*' Another  attempt  is  being  made  to  arrange  (be 
vexata  quMlio  of  medical  reform,  and  to  reconcile  the 
conflicting  claims  of  out  various  medical  eorpoiaticns 
by  an  initiatory  step  In  re«organixing  the  prefostkn. 
Undeterred  by  the  foUmee  of  sereial  of  our  tlsttsmw, 
Mr.  Wakley  has  httffdnced  a  blU  hMo  perlitmsnti 
whieh  is  now  befers  a  Committee  ef  4he  Henm  of 
Commoner  whoss  lepstt  msgr  be  Issbsd  for  nitb  sosw 
interest.  The  prindplea  wbick  the  Assoclatlqn  sad 
Branch  here  so  eflen  advanced,  as  thope  alone  en  which 
a  satisfactory  anrangemcnt  of  this  important  qaettlen 
can  be  effecied,  must  be  well  known  to  every  one  hers 
present.  The  Mil  now  In  Parliament  must  reoeife 
sereral  important  modiflcationt  before  it  can, in  sccord- 
anoe  with  these  principles,  receive  the  uaqualified 
support  of  the  members  of  this  Branch. 

**  Your  Council  cannot  but  indulge  a  hope  that  the 
improved  management  under  which  parochial  relief  it  le 
bo  placed,  will  lead  to  more  liberal,  and  hence  adeqoate 
remuneration  to  the  Poor-Law  medical  offiocn^.  Ift 
the  late  debate  on  this  qoesiionj  Sir  Jli^mim  Grsbam 
dittinctly  sdmlued  the  groat  value  of  the  medicsl 
seivkes  ren4nred  to  the  poo^,  and  U  is  not  snreljr  e«kii|C 
toe  jmicb  of  .the.  Legia)aiwre«  when  thn  .pmjetslQn 
demands  that  its  members  sh%ll  no  longet  be  degraded 
by  being  compelled,  in  self-4efenGe^  or  for  more  nnworthf 
motives,  tp  accept  a  pittance  which  levels  the  serrioce 
of  a  skilful  and  Intelligent  professional  man  with  ihote 
of  an  ignorant  and* uncultivated  nuchanic. 

**  The  latt  year  hat  not  patted  awty  without  readndbg 
us  -of  the  nneeitalttty  ef  all  human  events.  Scarcely 
twelve  months  have  elapeed  since,  at  our  last  meetings 
#ne  well-known  to  all  here  present^  and  to  many  to 
hitimately,  was  elected  president  of  thit  Branch.  In 
this  the  cherished  sphers  of  his  Isbonrs,  the  members 
hoped  fo  receive  the  attlttance  of  his  able  and  weU» 
stored  mind  in  directing  its  prooeedingt,  and  Importing 
Interest  to  its  annual  meeting.  But  **  IHt  alUer 
vitum^  and  we  most  submit.  As  a  physician.  Dr. 
Favell  was  a  careful  observer,  s  correct  reasoner,  a 
tucoessful  practitioner;  as  a  man,  be  wa#  honourable  snd 
upright  in  every  word  and  deo4«  cultivating  not  only 
a  high  moral  tone,  bat  bating  that  culture  on.  religion' 
as  the  only  true  souroe  of  pure  and  unspotted  morsUty. 

''Another  highly  valued  Member  has  also  rested 
Anom  bis  earthly  labours.  The  laito  Mr.  Muscroft  of 
Pontefra^  by  a  straightforward*  benourable,  and 
active  exorcise  of  hU  prefomlon,  gained  the  ssleem  of 
a  large  drde  of  friendS|  and  the  n^tiet  felt  for  bis 
lota  strongly  tmiiiiee  tn  the  vaH^t  pt  bii  profemicnsl 
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Bt«iBgp«id  this  merlced  tribate  to  doparttd 
^rarth,  ire  naj  imv  twa  to  «  more  chetriag  theoM^in 
•Cbt  Itetaro. 

**Tbe  protpeett  of  tbefotnre  are  cheering.  Koovledgo 
if  Mag  genenlly  ditKiwd;  prrjadicet  once  deeplj 
rooted,  ere  repidlj  yeldlog  to  Uie  progreee  of  tlie  age; 
the  hoaadB  of  profenloiial  knowledge  are  beooming 
videraad  wider;  and  we  majbope,  that  aa  an  hn* 
proved  prellmlnarj  education  my  better  enable  the 
aspirant  to  medical  knowledge  to  cnldTate  the  wide 
4eld  before  bin,  oo  it  will  alto  render  him,  when  he 
shall  have  entered  npon  ite  active  datiee,  a  still  more 
«ttfiii  and  respected  member  of  onr  common  com- 
maallj»  To  eletato  the  character  of  ear  profesaioo 
generally,  we  mosv  endeavoor  to  miee  the  indiridnal 
atsadaidof  iauUigenee  and  high  aindedaeM  of  iie. 
wswhsiSi  and  tbua  elo? ate  the  digalv  oi  (he  *  healing 
an/  hj  rsaderiag  each  of  its  followon  a  repcesenutive 
of  the  inmlUgOBee  apd  high  ohnmoler  ol  the  whole.' 

Dr.  Sbeatfmaa  moTOd,  and  Dr.  doDarfolraid  aeoonded 
the  idoptfon  of  the  report,  which  was  carried  nnani. 
■ensly. 

Mr.  Hnsbaad  proposed,  and  Dr.  Chadwfck  seeonded 
the  appointment  of  Leeds,  as  the  place  for  holding  the 
nszt  Annnal  Meeting. 

Mr.  Hey,  of  Leeds,  was  nnanimoaslj  chosen  Presi- 
dent-elect. 

The  Dnmoh  Connell  was  re*appointed. 

Ko  obserraHons  being  offered  on  matters  connected 
widi  the  lolerests  of  the  profession,  the  following 
papers  wmw  fend)— 

*  On  the  inhalation  of  JKther,"  by  Mr.  Thomas. 

"A  deseriptieB  of  a  new  inetmment  for  dividing 
samH  bones,  or  the  ptoirading  ends  of  the  larger  bonea 
vhen  fraetnrad ;  and  of  a  noodle  lor  passiag  a  Ugalore 
for  the  enre  of  bronchocele." 

*' On  ForfofatloB  of  tbo  Carotid  Artety  by  an  external 
Uksr,*  by  Mr.  W.  Jackson. 

**A  Case  of  F«eal  Abscess,"  by  Dr.  Thamam. 

Votes  of  thanki  were  passed  to  the  aathors  of  the , 
papers,  the  President,  and  tho  Secretary*  The  Members 
then  retfred    and  afterwards  dined  together  at  the 
Toatine  Hotel. 


SUFFOLK    BB\NCH    OF   THE    PROVINCIAL 
MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

ANNUAL  MBBTINO. 

The  Aaoaal  Meeting  of  the  Saffolk  and  Norfolk 
Blanches  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Asmdation,  was  held  at  Beocles,on  Thanday,the  17th 
of  Jane.  There  were  present — J.  O.  Crosse,  Esq.,  Dr. 
RanUog,  Edward  Crickmay,  Esq.,  W.  B.  Francis, 
Eiq.,  Norwich;  W.  H.  Crowfoot,  Esq.,  W.  H.  Davey, 
Esq.,Beccles;  J.  Beales,  Esq.,  Haleswater;  William 
Jeaffreeon,  Esq.,  Framlingham ;  Dr,  Kirkmao,  Melton ; 
W.  Mariel,  Esq.,  Wickbim  Market;  W.  Worthington, 


Crowfoot,  H.  Davejf,  sen.,  Esq.,  William  Crowfoot, 
jQn.y  Esq.,  R.  Dasliwood,  Esq.,  W.  Sharpin,  Esq., 
Beccles;  N.  B.  Fisher,  Esq.yBangay;  Dr.  Lanchester, 
Yox^ird ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Howman,  Bexwell ;  and  Lieut 
Salmon,  (Bast  India  Company's  Serrice,)  Stoke  Ferry. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ballon  the  chair  was  taken  by 
J.  6.  Crosse,  Esq.,  who,  aAer  addressing  the  meeting 
resigned  it  to  the  Fresident-elect,  WiUxam  Henchman 
Crowfoot,  Esq. 

Mr.  Crowfoot,  on  taking  the  chair,  claimed  the 
indttlgenoe  of  the  meeting,  and  atated  that  he  shoald 
rely  upon  their  kindnees  fisr  aid  in  the  discharge 
of  the  dvties  pi  his  oftce,  more  particalarly  as  those 
datiee  had  been  so  ably  fulfilled  by  his  prede- 
cessor, Mr.  Bullen.  He  expressed  his  gratification  in 
seeing  so  many  of  the  members  of  the  Association  and 
their  friends  around  him,  for  they  had  probably  all  seen 
-toe  coaree  and  unprovoked  attack  which  had  been  made 
on  the  Council  of  the  Association  by  the  Mtdical  Times, 
and  they  would  now  be  able  to  form  their  own  opinions 
as  to  the  character  of  our  proceedings.  To  the  aocu- 
satinn  that  the  Association  had  not  strenuously  sup- 
ported  the  cause  of  Medical  Reform,  he  would  reply 
ihat  he  should  be  glad  if  it  wers  so.  (Cheers.)  The 
Association  was  not  formed  for  political  purposes,  but 
for  the  diffusion  of  practical  informatioUi  for  the  pro. 
motion  of  social  and  friendly  intercourse  amongst 
its  members,  and  for  sustaining  the  honour  and 
respectability  of  the  profession  by  cultivating  a  high 
and  generous  tone  of  feeling  among  practitioners,  both 
towards  their  paliants  and  towards  each  other,  and  by 
discountenancing  all  mean  and  unworthy  conduct. 
(I^ud  cheers.) 

In  the  attainment  of  these  objects^  he  thought  we  had 
1>een  eminently  successful,  and  that  the  more  closely 
we  confine  ourselves  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Institu- 
tion the  better.  He  was  happy  to  inform  the  meeting 
that  some  interesting  papers  would  be  read,  and  that 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  the  author  of  the  very  ingenious  and 
elaborate  paper  in  tho  laat  volume  of  tho  *'  Medico* 
Chirurgieal  Tiansaotiooa,"  on  reaplrdtioB,  woald  afford 
them  some  valuable  Information  on  the  use  of  t&e^ 
spirooMter  in  deteetiqg  iaoipiefit  disease  of  the  langs, 
and  on  tba  mochowtsm  of  loeplraiion.    (Cbeora.) 

The  foMowlag  papem  and  oaeee  weia  then  read  la 
tho  meeting:— 

1.  Dr.  Eaafciof  dolatted  an  Interoatlng  cane,  af 
sappoeed  eyphilitie  disease  of  the  larynx,  and  exhibitoA 
the  morbid  specimen,  as  well  aa  a  boaatifal  modal  oC.. 
the  same  In  wax,  which  wo  aodersiood  was  made  by 
Mr.  Cobbald,  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Crosse.  The  disease, 
as  shown  In  the  preparation,  coaslsted  of  two  circular 
ulcerations,  at  the  base  of  the  oral  aspect  of  tlio 
epiglottis,  extending  on  to  the  enperior  surface  of  the 
root  of  the  tongue.  The  patient  had  nearly  comploio 
aphonia,  and  died  with  all  the  synsptoms  of  laryngeal 
ulcera'tion.  The  singular  and  unusual  position  of  tho 
disease  excite  much  attention,  and  elicited  an  interest. 


Eiq.,  Lowestoft;  H.  L.  Freeman,  E»q., Saxmnndbam ; 

H.  C.  B.  dteele,  Esq.,  Stoke  Ferry ;  Alfred  Harmer,  ing  discussion  from  the  meeting. 

£iq.,  Wrentham ;  John  Currie,  Esq.,  Bongay ;  Dr.  '     3.  A  paper  (which  will  be  published  in  the  Jonmal,) 

Wske,  Southwold ;    C.  R.  Bree,  Esq.,  Stowmarket,  was  rsad  by  Mr.  William  Crowfoot,  Jon.,  npon  aa 

Hon.  Secretary  for  Suffolk.     And  as   viaiu>ri.  Dr.  ezlMsel)r  inMisiUg  aad  raft  otao  of  clnoM  aneafiuib 
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of  the  toaporil  mU9j»    Tht  pttieiit  wm  eMMM  ta 
the  niMdiig. 

3b  A'OMe  of  MMe«l»tad  aaenrlaoi  of  the  tton^ogoty 
with  romarkty  (whioh  will  olto  bo  pobHahod  to 
Jowsol,)  woo  rood  hj  Mr.  WordiiogtoD,  ooA  lk# 
morbid  parts  tbown  to  the  mootio^. 

Mr.  Wortblngton  alio  oxbibitod  o  rare,  and  porbapk 
vniqao  tpooimen  of  strietnro  of  tbo  tracboo,  witb 
•btorptioii  of  the  cartilaftnom  ringt  ianiodiately  bolow 
tho  larynx.  Tbo  caao  baa,  wo  andorstood,  boon  pob- 
lUbod  in  tbo  **  Medioo-Cbirorgieal  TraoBactioiia.''  Tbo ' 
aaoie  gentlemaii  also  ezblbtted  a  fpooimon  of  tacenlated 
bladder. 

4.  Two  cases  upon  tbo  use  of  matico  inbemorrbago, 
ooDtribnted  bj  Mr.  Gorbam,  of  Alderton^  were  read 
to  tbo  meeting  by  tbe  Secrotarj. 

Tbe  first  case  was  that  of  a  man,  80  yoan  of  agi^ 
vbo  was  tbo  sobjoot  of  bemataria,  and  in  tbo  troa^ 
sent  of  wbieb  all  remedies  failed  until  tbo  matico  was 
■sod.  Ho  took  tho  infusion  in  oonoo  dosee,  thfoo 
times  a  day,  for  a  month,  and  although  be  ultimately 
sank  under  the  diaeaso  of  tbo  bladder,  be  was  greatly 
nlieTed,  and  bis  aniSbrings  mnob  mitigated  by  the  nee 
of  tbo  remedy. 

Tbe  second  case  was  one  of  uterine  bannorrliago, 
occurring  a  fortnight  after  delivery,  which  rosiated  tho 
«se  of  ordinary  astringents,  cold  applications,  and  the 
plug,  but  which  readily  yielded  to  tbe  internal  ad* 
ninistration  of  the  decoction  of  matico,  in  oanco  dosos^ 
every  two  hours,  at  first  diminishing  tho  dose,  and 
lengthening  tbe  intervals  as  tho  symptomsr  gave  way. 
Full  doses  of  opium  were  administered  at  night. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  proposed  to  tho 
meeting,  and  carried  unanimously  :— 

Proposed  by   Dr.  Ranking,   seconded   by    Mr.   W' 

H.  Davey, 
*' That  tbe  place  of  meeting  of  the  Soffblk  Branch 
for  1848,  be  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  that  Br.  Hake 
be  requested  to  preside." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Cvoese,  sooonded  by  Mr.  Boalea, 

*  That  this  meeting  approves  of  tho  general  principle 
of  tho  Registration  Bin,  at  present  before  the  Hoose 
ef  Commons,  and  that  a  pefition  be  presented  to 
parliament  by  Lord  Rendloiham,  pfaying  that  the 
aaid  Bill,  with  any  amendments  which  may  III  Com- 
nittee  be  deemed  advisable,  be  passed  into  a  law." 

Tho  following  petition  was  then  read  by  tbe  Secretary, 
and  tbe  Chairman  requested  to  sign  it  on  behalf  of  the 
sooting  :— 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Hoose  of  Commons  of  Groat 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled. 

«  The  hnmblo  petition  ot  tho  members  of  tho  Suffolk 
and  Norfolk  Braaobes  of  tho  Provincial  Modical  and 
Surgical  Association,  at  Becolea  aasombled.'' 

''Showoth,— 
"  That  yoor  Pelitioiion  obeorve  that  a  Bill  is  now 
before  your  Honourable  House,  oncitM  *  A  Bill  im 
tho  Rogiotralion  of  Qaalifled  Practitioners,  and  for 
amending  tho  lav  rriatiDg  to  tho  praetleo  of  modidao^ 
in  Great  Britain  and  Inland.' 
;*  That  your  PolitioiifM  «ra  of  ofinion  Oat  tho 


logisuatioa  of  all  duly  qnalillad  pncHUoners,  and  ttio- 
logal  recogttitioD  of  such,  are  caloolalcd  to  bo  of  great 
benefit,  both  to  tbo  public  and  to  the  metfcal  profession  ^ 
that  your  Potittoqars  seeing  that  sn^  legiatration 
and  recognition  are  provided  for  in  the  aforesaid  Bill,, 
am  of  opinion  tiiat  the  leading  prindples  of  the  moasoro 
are  sound  and  equitable,  aad  earnestly  hope  therefore 
that  your  Honorable  House  will  bo  pleased  to  give 
your  sanction  to  tho  same,  aad  paas  tho  Bill  into  a  law,, 
with  such  amendments  as  may  seem  to  yoor  Honontablo 
House  desirable. 

And  your  Petltlonors  will  ever  pray. 

W.  H.  CEowrooT,  Chairman. 

Piropoaed   by  Mr.    Wortirfagtem,   aoooadad  bj  Mr* 

H.  L.  InFecttaa, 

«*Tbat  tho  thaake  of  tho  moetlag  bo  pwwated  t» 

^r.  Evaaa,  for  hia  patt  aenrkoa  as  l^asaaer  of  tim 

Saatera  Braaoh,  and  that  J,  0.  Crooeo,  Boq.,  bo 

requested  to  uadorlaho  tho  dntiea  of  thia  ofltoo,  vaeaat 

by  that  ^eatlomaa'a  laaigaatf  ob»* 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Joaffreson,  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  C. 

B.  Steele, 
*'Tbat  the  best  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presentsd 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  read  papers.* 


,  *> 


Propoeod  by  Mr.  Croes^  aecoadod  by  Dr.  Banking, 

'*That  Mr.  Boaloa,  of  Haloewotth,  bo  reqaastedr 
on  behalf  of  the  Association,  to  commaaicaio  with  the 
Apotheoarlos'  Sotlily  npan  tho  iUogal  praoiioo  of  a 
penoa  called  Ckvolaad." 

The  case,  rolatod  by  Mr.  Boalos,  wbiob  M  to  Ote 
rioolatioa,  waa  a  very  grosa  oao.  Tho  maa,  Olovolavd, 
is  a  fanaer,  livlag,  as  wo  ntiderftood,  at  Hsioswoith, 
aad  attoadod  a  poor  man  foar  or  ftva  yoara  ago  for 
rhonmalism,  and  aent  Mm  in  a  MB  charged  Ilko  (bat 
of  a  medical  man,  aa  follows  >— 

A  mlatare^  9b.  6d.(  embraoatioB,  la.,  dto.,  ftc,  to 
the  amount  of  £2  Ids.  Od.  The  poor  man  coaM  act 
then  pay  the  demand,  bnt  having  laioly  got  iaoreased 
worb,Clovolaad  ieamoned  him  to  tho  nowlyoatahUsbed 
Court  for  tho  recovery  of  small  dobta^  aad  aaceeeded 
in  obtaining  aa  order  from  tho  judge  for  payment  of 
his  demand.  It  appeared  that  Cleveland  visited  tho 
Vatient,  felt  bis  pulse,  &c.,  and  when  in  the  Court 
aasured  the  Judge  that  *<he  knew  all  aboat  It,  for  ho 
had  attended  medical  cases  ever  since  ho  was  a  boy.* 

A  very  strong  foeling  was  manifosted  In  tbonMetinf» 
upon  the  propriety  of  eatabUshing  a  ftiad  ospedilly 
for  prosecatiag  this  sort  of  people,  (chaasista  and 
druggists,  et  id  gtnu$  omnSf)  who  interfere  in  what 
they  know  nothing  about;  and  it  was  snggestod  that 
tbo  members  of  the  Association  would  be  glad  to  pay 
an  extra  subscription  (of  say  5s,  a  year,)  for  thia 
purpose,  and  that  such  a  resolution  would  greatly  add 
to  tho  members  of  tbo  Association. 

Piroposod  by  Or.  Kirkmaa,  seconded  ^  Kt.  Mvriel,^ 
**  That  tho  tiiaaka  of  this  meeting  bo  prsseoted  to  tho^ 
Mayor  aad  Corporation  of  Beodee^  for  tho  aaa  of  thsir 
Coaadl  Chamber  for  tho  pmrpoaof  of  this  mootfaii^'' 

Tho  moetlag  now  adjoaaiad  to  aa  a4|oiainf  iomo 
to  hoar  a  ]oeUirab7Mr.UatddaataiOtt*ThaCapB0l^ 
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•f  tlw  Xmigt,  «od  OB  Uic  RMpiratorjr  Fonotioo^ 
viUi  a  tiew  of  e»tabUsUng  «  praciM  tod  eatj  method 
•f  dfttctiDg  disMte  bj  the  Spirometer."  This  lectors 
ftT9  the  meet  lively  satitfectlon»  and  was  lietened  to 
vith  loteoie  interest  by  the  meeting.  Mr.  Hntchinaon'e 
iiMUvhet  are  now  well  known  to  the  profeerion  from 
bit  elaborate  paper  in  the29tb  volume  of  the  "  Trane- 
tedona  of  the  Rojal  Medical  and  Chimrgical  Society,** 
•I  veil  u  from  his  pnblio  lecturesj  an  abstract  of  one  ot 
Ybieh  was  given  ia  a  former  number  of  this  Jonmal, 
(Pm, Med, and Surff, Journal, A^tii2Ut,^. 212.)  Itts 
a  satf^set  of  vast  importance  to .  the  pYofeaaioa^  and 
vs  stfODgly  advise  all  who  can  to  htar  one  of  Mr. 
BateUneon's  instmetive  lectures,  and  all  who  can- 
Ml,  to  slady  hta  pnUMied  eisaj.  The  spirometer 
Mil  (sir  to  rival  the  stethoteope  in  the  early  sUges  of 
pataMnaiy  dieeaee.  We  all  know  the  nneertainty  and 
fteaOaiity  of  phyafeal  diagnoeit  in  these  oases,  bat 
if  die  s^meler  bears  the  test  of  farther  and  extended 
gywimst,  (and  then  ia  a  wonderlhl  ezaetitnde 
teeesn  its  aatnal  and  eaknlated  tssi^  In  a  state  of 
btshhO  there  can  be  no  doabt  but  that  the  difficulty 
vQlbsrsmoved,  and  if  it  does  no  more  than  confirm 
s  ioabtfol  diagnosis,  it  mast  still  be  considered  a  most 
Tilssble  addition  to  medical  science.  The  lecture  was 
sDofilratsd  by  a  large  number  of  instructive  diagrams 
aad  tables,  and  the  aoUoa  of  the  intercostal  muscles 
T«7  bsMtiAally  shown  by  a  timp%  and  ingenious  piece 
•f  ■tchaaisla. 

At  the  eonelaaiiHiy  Mr»C(owlbot  proposed  a  vote  of 
ttaaks  to  Mr.  Hntehiasoo,  for  his  iaslmetive  and 
iMeresliag  leetare.  Mr.  Crosse,  in  seoondfaig  this  vole 
•f  thanks,  dOatad  at  seme  length  upon  the  iniporlanoe 
of  tbe  views  developed  by  Mr.  Hntohinson,  more 
pardcolarly  in  their  relation  to  the  progreee  of  medioal 
KisDce  in  the  path  of  exact  inviaii^aUoi^ 

The  members  and  their  friends  dined  together  alter 
Os  meetings  at  the  Kings  Head ;  Mr.  Crowfoot  tooktbe 
•bair,  and  was  supported  on  his  right  by  J.  G.  Crosse, 
Xiq^  Dr.  Oweny  l|ie  respeeted  Yicar  of  Beceles, 
^  &C.;  and  on  his  left  by  Br.  Banking,  Mr. 
Hatehiaion,  W.  Sharpin,  Esq.,  ke.  The  duties  of  the 
T-ve-ehair  wei*  ably  f uliUled  by  W.  H.  Davey,  Ssq. 


SHEFFIELD   MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 
Sixth  Sess]on...Fifteenth  Meeting,  April  15th,  1847. 
The  FteaiDiirr  fai  the  Chair. 

'ATTT  LIVBK  Ain>  PAWCnVU:  BILUKT  CALCirLI7S. 

Br.  Branson  exhibited  a  portion  ot  fatty  liver  and 
IVMraas,  and  a  large  gall-stone  the  size  of  a  pigeon's 
Hti  which  were  prssented  by  Dr.  Scholfieid,  ot 
^^^Master,  to  the  Infirmary  Museum.  The  specimens 
**t  taken  from  a  gentleman,  aged  52,  who  for  three 
souths  and  upwards  had  suffered  irom  ascites,  acoom- 
I  Hdsd  by  great  eamelatlon  of  die  ikce  and  extremities, 
I  *  >Vid  and  weah  pnlea,  and  pnrpnrie  spots  •&  the 
I  Ic|p*  The  patient  never  liad  janndiea  a«r  qunpCooM 
«f falLstoneKaiid  tbelmoea  waMMtniaL  Thepmiites 
^iheahdeflMa  wefoloaded  with  fat,  jmd  the  cavHf 
I    ^  ^  9lilli|MaiB«€aiMd»ed  two  falloBt  of  hhrndy 


serum;. there  was  also  much  fat  on  the  abdominal 
viseerJL  The  liver  and  pancreas  were  both  fatty,  and 
the  oonvex  surAMt  of  the  liver  waa  adherent  to  ther 
diaphragm;  the  gaU-bdadder  was  distended  with  dark 
green  iiipittared  bile,  of  the  consistence  of  thick  treacle* 
One  farge  calculus,  the  size  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  wa» 
found  lying  in  the  fundus,  but  movable ;  it  had  formed 
a  kind  ot  €ul  de  $ae  near  the  cervix,  which  allowed  it 
to  float  baciiwarda  and  forwards  without  obstructing 
the  duct.  The  kidneys  were  healthy,  and  the  spleen 
large  and  firm.  The  heart  was  small  and  pale,  with 
fat  upon  it.  The  longs  were  healthy^  with  the  exoep- 
Uon  of  two  or  three  tubercles  seen  through  the  pleura, 
near  their  ibices. 

SCnUlrBOMA. 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  exhibited  the  heart,  a  portion  of  th» 
left  luogit  the  kidneys,  and  portions  of  three  ribs,  to 
which^  exfeemally  a  tumour  was  attached,  removed 
from  a  farm  labourer,  aged  65.  He  waa  admitted  into 
the  Infirmary  in  consequence  of  the  tumour*  whicb 
was  situated  on  the  right  side  over  the  angles  of  the 
eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  ribs.  His  appearanoe  indicated 
great  eoMciation.  The  tumour,  which  had  existed 
for  two  or  three  years,  had  given  him  pain  for  some 
time.baok,  and  had  gradually  increased  until  it  reached 
the  size  of  half  a  large  orange.  It  presented  an  irregular 
surface  to  the  touch,  and  the  man's  oountenanee  waa 
indicative  of  the  anxious  expression  so  generally  aeen 
in  malignant  diaease.  He  in  a  short  time  after  admimion 
presented  bronchitie  symptoms,  and  gradually  sank. 
On  examination  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  scirrhous, 
and  a  portion  of  tlie  ninth  rib  was  absorbed*  There 
was  a  very  large  scirriious  mass  in  the  right  lobe  of 
the  liver,  near  its  margin.  The  left  renal  capsule 
waa  much  enlarged  and  scirrhous.  The  kidneys  pre- 
sented  numerous  serous  vesicles.  In  the  apex  of  the 
left  lung,  a  scirrhous  body,  about  the  size  of  a  nutmegs 
was  found,  and  another  on  the  apex  of  the  heart,  which, 
waa  large,  but  otherwise  healthy. 

OMlSVCnON  OF  TBB  BOWBIS. 

Mr.  H.  Jackson  read  the  foUowingcaae  BommnniffateJ 
by  Mr.  Favell>  who  was  nnable  to  be  present. 

On  the  night  of  December  11, 184^  Mr.  Favell  wa» 
called  to  see  a  child»  of  the  age  of  six  montiiSy  said 
to  be  r  bleeding  at  the  seaV  aad  on  his  arrival  found 
the  parents  in  great  alarm.  They  informed  him  that 
the  mother  awoke  to  suckle  the  child,  and  found  ita 
napkin  bloody,  accompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  strain* 
ing  and  effort  to  evaeuats  the  bowels.  It  had  prsviously 
been  quite  well,  and  on  the  preceding  day  had  passed 
two  or  Aiue  natwal  and  oopioos  stools.  On  esomina* 
tion,  he  found  th&l  the  bleeding  and  strainfaig  had 
quite  oeased,  and  that  the  qwuitlty  of  Uoed  paaaed 
was  ver  J  trittng»nol  moea  than  a  teaspoopfal  aNogethar.. 
A  dose  of  landannm,with  nitfio  aeid,  was  administered 
and  a  deee  of  castor  oil  was  directed  to  be  given  ia 
thrbe  or  four  hours.  The  eUld  centlnned  in  much 
the  same  stale  all  day,  and  there  having  been  no- 
evamatlen,  the  caster  oil*  was  xepeatsdi  and  a  dyster* 
iia%  given.  On  die  IStb,  in  every  re^Mot  mnoh  the 
same;  a  small  quantity  of  bloody  sereua-looklng  fluid 
pasMd  at  HmtHk  with  mueh  stiulniaigy  hot  then  wag 
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no  n«Uiral  stooL  CMtor  oil  wm  ropoatad,  ui4.^ 
iDjMtioii  adminittered  every  tvo  boon.  Fearing  that 
lliere  might  be  some  tfbatraetion  in  the  rectam  fron 
liardened  fvcet,  altbongh  tbe  moilons  had  been  coptona 
•nd  regular  np  to  the  night  of  the  bleedingi'  tbe 
^finger  waa  paased  op,  and  detected  a  long  solid  tamonrt 
prqjeoting  down  the  centre  of  the  gat.  No  impression ' 
whatever  could  be  made  on  the  prq{ acting  sobstaoce, 
though  the  finger  could  be  paased  completely  and  easily 
round  it,  excepting  at  tbe  base.  It  felt  like  a  small 
aaosage,  perfectly  smooth,  glutinous^  and  inodorous. 
On  withdrawing  the  fioger  it  waa  tinged  with  a  little 
bloody  serum  that  had  been  passing  tor  two  days.  The- 
prognosis  was  nnfaTonrable.  What,  could  the  disease 
bef  Obatmetion  of  the  bowels  undoubtedly.  But 
was  it  intouusception,  fungous  growth,  or  whalt 
O^ertainly  it  was  not  hardened  fsKes.  On  the  13th 
every  thing  the  same,  except  that  tbe  general  aspecr  of 
tha  infant  was  considerably  deteriorated.  For  the  next 
three  or  fovr  days  there  waa  no  material  change,  tbe 
paUent  gradually  sinking.  No  alvlne  eTacoation;  the 
aame  bloody  oozing ;  frequent  vomiting;  tumid  belly; 
poise  and  countenance  sinking.  Sherry  and  beef-tea 
were  administered  every  boor,  alternately,  as  he  was 
•quite  onable  to  take  the  breast,  and  the  Acid.  Hydrocy. 
anic  [?]  cum  TlncturaOpii  continued  every  four  hours, 
to  keep  the  stomach  sufficiently  quiet  to  take  nutriment, 
which  was  otherwise  immediately  rejected.  Mr. 
Overend  saw  tbe  child  in  consultatiou,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  the  tumour  was  caused  by  invaginaiton 
of  the  bowel,  and  recommended  tbe  continuance  of  tbe 
plan,  life  apparently  rapidly  ebbing.  Re  was  seen  regu- 
larly night  and  momloff,  and  to  the  surprise  of  all 
it  appeared  aa  if  he  coold  not  or  would  sot  die.  The 
Comour  remained  the  same,  except  that  Bir.  Fa  veil 
thought  he  felt  a  little  roggedness  or  inequality  at  the 
extremity,  resembling  the  margin  of  an  ulcer.  The 
belly  became  very  large,  and  tympaniUc,  almost  to 
bursting,  and  the  whole  frame  attonuated  to  a  skeleton ; 
the  eyes  glassy;  features  livid,  and  oceaaional  oon- 
▼ulsions.  He  waa  most  devotedly  nursed  j  beef.tea 
and  wine  were  most  dUigenUy  administered ;  the  belly 
waa  robbed  with  caator  oil  four  times  a  day,  and 
a  little  warm  water  ii^ccted.  On  the  33rd,  twelve  d«yii 
after  tbe  eenuaeiioament,  abont  a  table-spooafnl  of 
liqoid  fflseea  paaaed,  which,  tboagb  a  faTOorable  omen, 
prednoed  no  present  ralieU  In  two  daya  afker  a  fins 
eonsiatent  motion  waa  passed,  and  from  that  period  tha 
child  gradoaUy,  very  giadnally,  recovered.  That  waa 
on  tbe  S4th  of  December,  and  now  on  the  I7tb  of 
diaivh,  be  oaly  oceaalonaUy  aaffBia  fitom«eeaa^patibn 
and  atraining,  whleb  are  obviated  by  mUd  aperianla  and 
injediona,  and  be  baa  beeoaa  a  fine,  atoiti»  auong, 
little  fellowr  with  no  other  tttaMm  than  that  above 
earned. 

The  inquiry  that  natoraUy  avggesta  itsetf  ia/-^bat 
waa  tbe  nacaee  of  the  long  tomoar  in  tbe  reetnmf 
Some  may  aay  hardened  fboes,  and  when  they  were 
paased  all  went  on  right  Bat  tbe  lomeor  was  small  in 
^ciroamferesce,  not  filling  the  rectum,  the  finger  b^ing 
passed  frsely  round  it;  smooth,  unyielding,  and 
inedorooa.    If  in^nasaaeaption,  is  it  likely  that  the 


prolapsed  colon  should  have  nicerated  through,  saflersft 
tha  retained  fvcea  fo  paas,  and  then  have  bealsd  kia^y, 
leaving  so  little  trace  behind  f  For  two  or  three  weela 
after  tbe  tvacoation  took  place  the  belly  resMlned 
tamid  and  tenee,  and  the  alcknesa  very  distressiag. 
For  three  weeka  be  was  aapported  eaUrely  on  beef-tm 
and  wine,  tbe  m<Mber  reUining  her  milk  by  artificial 
meana,  and  thia  be  now  Ukea  f^reely  and  benefidilly. 
Independently  of  the  inability  to  take  tha  bremt,  whaa 
tbe  milk  waa  administerad  by  a  apoon,  it  was  imaa. 
diately  rejected.  Every  one  conversant  with  disetiss 
ot  cbndren  most  hava  ^  i-emaiired  the  great  effnti 
exhibited  by  nature  for  their  recovery  when  not  i&tfr. 
rnptod;  life  is  soon  extinguished  in  these  tender  pUoti 
by  bold  practice,  while  by  closely  following  nature,  the 
flickering  spark  of  existence  may  be  often  fanned  Into 
a  healthy  flame.  In  this  case  the  child  was  never  left 
by  one  or  other  of  his  parents  night  or  day,  and  hU 
he  been  in  less  kindly  hands,  he  must  inevitably  htrs 
died* 

POISONIKO   BY    TJNCTUaX    OF  lODlIfl. 

Bf  r.  Jackaon  then  read  the  following  particoUis 
communicated  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  H.  Smith:— 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smith  waa  requested  to  see,  on  tbe  ]2Ui 
of  December,  1846,  a  woman  aged  31,  of  dmnkea 
diasoluto  babita,  and  in  great  want,  snfieiing  frm 
erysipelas  of  the  face,  accompanied  by  some  degree  of 
depression  of  the  viul  powers,  which  was  relieved  by 
the  exhibition  of  some  wine  and  water  and  additiontl 
bed-clothing.  The  bowels  being  confined,  some  cob. 
pound  decoction  of  aloes  was  given,  and  tbe  tinctore 
of  iodine  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  face  with  a  brasfa. 
The  quantity  of  the  tincture  sent  was  one  ounce, contain- 
ing rather  less  than  one  drachm  of  iodine  in  one  ounce 
of  spirit.  This  tincture  the  patient  drank  instead  of  the 
mixture,  and  immediately  after  exclaimed  that  she  bsd 
swallowed  poison.  The  tincture  waa  given  by  a  half 
intoxicated  man,  for  the  mixture,  although  both  bottlei 
were  marked  with  printed  labels.  Mr.  Smith  vinted 
her  very  shortly  afterwards,  and  found  her  compltining 
of  a  violent  burning  pain  in  the  throat  and  stomsdi, 
followed  by  retching  and  slight  vomiting;  pulse  rapid 
and  full ;  ejes  prominent  and  suffused.  Mr.  Smith 
immediatoly  made  her  drink  freely  of  a  solution  of 
bicarbonate  of  potash  in  warm  water,  which  be  thoagfat 
might  be  beneficial  by  convertiog  the  iodine  Into  iodide 
of  potaasium,  which  would  be  less  irritating,  and  also 
by  acting  as  an  emetic.  Copious  vomiting  qniddf 
followed,  but  without  any  relief  to  the  sympUMH* 
Some  linseed  toa  was  then  administered,  and  ordersd 
to  be  taken  freely.  '^Vben  tialted  in  a  few  hours  thd 
symptoms  continued  unabated.  Next  miMmiBg  iM 
pain  was  condderably  relieved,  but  aymptoiM  cf 
depreeaton  moceeded,  and  she  died  the  day  foUovifefr 
about  sixty  boors  after  taking  the  poison.  Tbsre  «M 
no  post-mortem  examination,  aa  tbe  Coroner  did  Hot 
require  ft  and  tbe  friends  woold  not  aUow  It 

Mr.  Smith  then  reftned  fu  oaaea  firom  CbtfsfiaM 
and  aome  Fraadi  aathora,  and  oenaladed  by  asldng 
wliat  might  be  coaetdaiad  aa  as  mitidoto  to  iedtea 

Mr.  JaakaoB  then  made  a  saaihar  of  lamaikiand 
detalM  a  aaviaa  of  aaaw  firom  ChriaUiQ«fe  Gaidair,  I0i 
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ddief%  And  auiid  tliat  ia  the  ntarat  of  deatht 
fmmm$  in  the  yetrt  1837.8,  tasong  the  541- 
ttot  one  wee  mentioned  of  iodine. 
If  r.  Smith  Aen  detailed  some  Terj  interesting  eases 
•f  die  hhd  effects  jssnlUng  when  iodine  bed  been 
«ddhfted  esreless})'  t^  a  lengthened  peiiod,  and  he 
heliered  tfikt  this  iodism  was  lyeqnently  Ibe  eaase  of 
rtrj  s^iias  and  fatal  resaHs.  In  these  eases  there  was 
headachier,  dizslnets,  kc,  which  were  relieved  by  iromit* 
iDg  the  iodine,  and  giving  brisk  aperients. 

Sixth  Session.— Sixteenth  Meeting*  April  99, 1847. 

The  Frssibbnt  in  the  chair. 

At  this,  the  condading  meeting  of  the  Session,  after 
flieofdinary  basiness  of  the  meeting  bad  been  transacted, 
the  Secretary  read  a '  very  interesting  and  elaborate 
Ntroapeot  of  the  scientific  business  of  the  past  Session, 
in  which  he  reviewed  the  most  important  cases  and 
prepamtiotts  which  had  been  brought  before  the 
Seciety,  and  congnttnlated  the  members  on  their 
snecessfnl  efforts  in  making  the  meetings  agreeable  and 
intractive ;  and  also  on  the  increase  in  the  nnmber  of 
specimens  which  had  been  exhibited.  After  the  ninal 
vole  of  thanks  the  meeting  was  adijoamed. 
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A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  and  friends  of  the 
Oeneral  Medical  Annuity  Fnnd,  convened  by  circular 
and  advertisement,  Was  held  on  Tuesday,  the  Ist  of 

'  7ane,  at  the  George  Hotel,  Northampton,  Edward 
Daniell,  Esq.,  of  Newport  Pagnell,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him 
to  enter  at  length  into  the  otrject  of  that  Meeting,  nor 
would  he  detain  them  now  by  any  observation  either 
upon  the  valne  or  importance  of  the  institution 
spnght  to  be  established,  as  he  had  already  propounded 
his  viswa  so  AiUy  to  the  medical  world,  and  if  he  could 
judge  ihim  the  vast  pile  of  letters  upon  the  Uble,  from 
the  lepeated  and  repeated  assurances  he  had  received 
fma  gentlemen  residing  in  all  parts^  of  the  kingdom, 
the  neeessity  for  a  provision  for  our  decayed  brethren, 

'  and  for  widows  and  orphans,  ceased  to  be  problematical. 

'  Indeed   such  an  institution  was  loudly  called  for, 

*  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  be 
a  disgrace  to  the  profes^ou,  if  they  allowed  either 
apathy  or  neglect  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  a 
General  Fund  for  snob  holy  purposes.  He  had  been 
teld  by  a  miuic  master,  that  day  that  an  institution 
did  exist  /or  professionals  of  that  order,  and  all  knew 
that  the  meehanics  who  were  connected  with  the  older 
ef  pmene  ealled  *^Odd  feUows,"  had  made  provision 
Int. their  widows  and  children.  He  heartily  hoped 
a  grand  effort  would  be  made,  but  he  wonld  detain 
than  no  longer,  otherwise  he  should  anticipate  the 
tscntary's  Beport;  he  should  therefore  at  once  call 
npon  the  Secretary  to  read 

TBB  UrOBT. 

The  object  of  the  Oeneral  Medical  Annuity  Ftad, 
il  10  eeettre  for  tht  euperannnated  ncmben  of  the 


medical  pfofession,  and  for  their  widows  and  orphamL 
such  assistance  as  may  berequired,  which  shall  in  some 
measure  relieve  their  necessities.    T)ie  most  limited^ 
obseryer  cannot  fail  to  have  seen  many  instances  of 
ne^s^ity  and  distress  in  the  families  of  the  profession, 
instances  wiiich    have   arisen    from   the   precarious 
nature  of  the  profession,  from  limited  sources  as  to- 
returps  and  capital,  from  the  expense  of  purchasfa^g 
an  insorance,  and  from  the  uncertainty  ot  their  lives* 
It  is  a  fact  well  ascertained,  that  fewer  medical  men 
out  of  a  thousand  arrive  at  the  age  of  sixty-iiv,  than 
from  the  members  of  any  other  profession.    It  was 
various  observations  of  this  kind  which  induced  Mr* 
Daniell  to  be  anxious  in  establishing  a  Society,  which 
should  raise  a  fund  by  a  limited  annual  subscriptiois 
from  the  many,  which  should  meet  the  cases  of  neces- 
sity and  distress  experienced  by  the  few.    It  will  ho- 
my duty  to  detail  to  you  the  steps  which  have  beeft 
taken  to  accomplish  this  most  desirable  object,  to 
state  to  you  some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Gal» 
culatioos  of  this  Society  haire  been  based,  and  to  sng* 
gest  for  the  considerstion  of  gentlemen  present,  such 
hints  as  may,  I  trust,  assist  you  in  your  deliberations  of 
this  day,  and  enable  you  to  lay  the  foundations  of  & 
Society  in  such  a  manner,  and  on  so  wide  a  basis,  as  to* 
secure  for  itself  the  confidence  and  sympathy  of  the 
medical  profession  throughout  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain.    It  was  about  the  month  of  May,  1845,  when 
Mr.  Daniell  first  proposed  the  establishment  of  this 
Society,  in  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  Or.  Streeten,. 
as  the  Secretary  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  and  the  result  of  that  correspondence  was^ 
that  at  the  Annnal  Meeting  of  that  Association,  which 
was  held  at  Sheffield  in  the  month  of  July  of  that  samo 
year,  Mr,  Daniell  submitted  his  proposition  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Annuity  Fund,  audit  was  proposed 
by  him  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Robertson,  "  That  a  Com- 
mittee of  tibe  Association  be  appointed  immediately^to 
consider,  discuss,  and  arrange  the  best  preliminary  steps 
for  the'stablishment  of  a  self-supporting  institution^ 
connected  with  the  Prorincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  to  be  called  an  Annuity  Fund,  for  decayed 
Members  of  the  Association,  and  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  Members."    On  the  neit  day  the  following 
gentlemen  were  announced  as  forming  the  Committee^ 
on  Mr,  Darnell's  proposition  for  an  Annuity  Fnnd  ^-» 
DH.  Robertson  and  Kerr;  and  Messrs.  Terry  and 
Pairclotb,  of  Northampton ;  Dr.  Macknesgof  Hastings;, 
and  Messrs.  Ceely,  of  Aylesbury;  Rum8ey,of  Gionccslar; 
Jackson,  of  Sheffield;  Osrlick,  of  Leeds;  Haxworthy,. 
of   Shefiield;    Greenwood,   of   Horton;   Paget,    of 
Leicester;  Crosse,  of  Norwich j   and   Appleton»   of 
Hstchin. 

'b  the  meantime  the  attention  of  many  gentle* 
men  having  been  arrested  by  Mr.  Daniell's  pso- 
position,  a  variety,  of  suggestions  were  made  to  bin  by 
pnrtieB  imercsted  in  soch  an.  nndertskiog,  and  the 
snbstance  of  this  correspondence  was  laid  before  the 
vweetingof  the  Committee* which  metat  Dr.  Robertson's*. 
a^.NofftluuQpton»  on  Monday^  the  8th  day  of  Septembor^ 
IBib,  when  the  rules  and  regulations  wer^  determined 
npon ;  but  as  those  minutes  have  been  very  freely 
circulated,  it  may  not  be  necessary  on  this  occasion  to 
read  that  paper.  An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Com« 
mittee  was  again  hcM  at  Dr.  Robertson's  on  Thursday^ 
the  15th  day  of  Jannary,  1846 ;  at  this  meibting  no» 
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formal  busineta  wtt  tnowcted,  bur  a  long  diiCTKriw 
took  place  upon  the  principle  vpon  whtch  the  Bbdmtf 
iraa  bated,  and  at  to  the  mode  in  which  |ta  opetalMwi 
could  be  best  conducted.  For  some  mobtha  the<aAte»- 
tion  of  your  SecreUry  wai  bntily  occupied  in  aMmdiOf 
to  the  bttiinesa  of  the  Society  and  In  condnetiag  ite 
cxtensire  correspondence  ;  and  in  company  with  Mr» 
Baniell,  he  attended  the  Annnai  Meeting  of  the 
Profincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Aitociation,  held  at 
Norwich,  on  the  19th  and  20th  days  of  Augmt  last, 
when  Mr.  Daniell  presented  a  report  at  ona  of  the 
needngs  of  the  Association.  Having  read  the  report, 
^r.  Daniell  addressed  the  meeting  upon  the  subject, and 
moved  the  proposition-^'*  That  the  conduct  of  thecoma 
mittee  appointedat  Sheffield  for  the  carrying  out  the  pro- 
ject of  a  General  Medical  Annuity  Ftfnd,  be  appvmd 
by  this  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and 

,  Surgical  Association,  and  that  the  Fund  be  conmdered 
as  an  integral  part  of  this  Association,"  and  the  motion 
having  been  seconded  by  Dr.  Hunter,  of  Lynn  Regis, 
a  discussion  arose  thereupon.  The  meeting  having 
been  addressed  by  Drs.  W.  Conoily,  Chambers,  and 

'  Forbes,  and  by  Messrs.  Kitchen,  Daniell,  and  the  Presi* 
dent,  Dr.  Sonlby  moved  as  an  amendment  '*  That  the 
Annuity  Fund  be  not  considered  an  object  of  thia  Asso- 
ciation," which  was  declared  carried,  and  the  original 
motion  consequently  lost.  This  decision  of  the 
meeting  at  Norwich  deprived  the  Annuity  Fond  of  that 
home  which  its  projector  bad  sought  for  it,  and  it  became 
Mr.  Daniell  either  to  abandon  hit  proposal  or  seek  tlie 
establishment  of  the  Annuity  Fund,  as  an  independent 
and  distinct  Society.  After  long  consideration  he 
addressed  a  letter  to  each  of  those  gentlemen  who  had 
subscribed  to  his  fund,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  had 
intimated  to  him  their  wish  for  the  establishment  of  the 
society.  The  answers  with  which  Mr.  Daniell  has  been 
iavoured  from  a  large  number  of  his  correspondents, 
have  encouraged,  if  we  may  not  even  say  justified  hiuc, 
in  calling  this  present  meeting  of  the  friends  and  the 
supporters  of  the  General  Medical  Annuity  Fund,  and 
if  I  have  not  already,  Sir,  wearied  the  attention  of 
yourself  and  the  meeting,  permit  me  to  travel  some- 
what out  of  the  beaten  track  of  an  ordinary  rc|>ert, 
and  deferentially  to  offer  for  the  conttderation  of  this 
meeting  those  suggestions  which  have  occurred  to  my 
own  mind  at  relating  to  the  business  of  the  dajr,.fnd 
although  t  cannot  hope  that  on  all  points  my  views 
will  be  found  to  correspond  with  jrour  own,  yet  I  shall 
be  content,  and  my  end  will  be  answered,  if  any  hint 
of  mine  should  facilittite  your  labours,  or  happily  form 
a  cliannel  i<i  which  your  deliberations  may  flow. 

The  question  of  to-day,  then,  turns  upon  this  hinge, 
ahall  Mr.  DanieU's  project  be  abandoned,  or  shall  this 
-meeting  take  such  steps  as  shall  lead  to  Its  trtmnphal,— 
its  final  establishment.  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  you 
can  be  disposed  to  abandon  this  Society,  formed  as  it 
has  been  under  such  auspices,  and  calculated  as  it  is  to 

'  meet  lotag  acknowledged  wants,— that  all  the  letters 

'  written,  all  the  statements  pnUished,  all  the  services 
"tendered,  all  the  ezpression  of  interest  and  sympathy 
^hich  the  Society  has  called  forth,  should  all,— all 
become  utterly  void  and  useless,  and  that  we  canrstam 

'  to  our  homes,  and  there  for  ever,  baniah  fsem  dur 
memories  the  recollection  that  the  Inatitslioa  has  bad 
an  eiittencef  Surely  not.  Here,  then,  comes  the 
^question.    Is  the  assistaace.  already  rendered,  and  the 


assistance  already  promised,  svftcienrto  jnstiflyftMhir 
movements  in  the  establishment  of  tfaisSeciely^  tb 
sssist  you  in  deciding  this  question,  let  ns  tsm  mA 
look  to  the  past,  and  we  lesm  from  the  ttattttest 
which  I  now.  Sir,  lay  before  yon,  that  np  to  int 
Saturday  evening  seventy-five  genttemea  hsie  ssb- 
acribed  to  this  Fund  the  sam  of  J?190,  together  «ilh 
doBStfons ;  and  that  forty  gentlemen  have  sot  «4f 
promised  to  become  subscribers,  but  have  ofeed  iMr 
services  as  honorary  secretaries  for  their  own  isuasdirte 
localities,— a  serrice,  the  value  of  which  cannot  be  tDS 
hIgUy  ettimated,  as  the  interest  which  these  leadsMs 
will  feel  in  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  Sodi^, 
will  tend  to  itt  ultimate  success.  Under  dsts  sf 
November  the  15th,  1845,  Dr.  Jephson,  of  Leuni^iOB, 
has  promised  Mr.  Daniell,  that  if  he  luceeeds  eett- 
pietely  in  eatablishing  the  Fund,  he  will  give  m 
hundred  gnineas  towarda  iu  support.  Let  ae  sow 
proceed  to  suggest  to  you  some  hinu  u  to  the  alteri- 
tions  which  are  required  in  the  rules  and  regnlatiOBi 
of  the  Society. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  officers;  these,  in  tone 
cnsos,  will  require  a  change  in  their  names,  sad  I 
am  aure  that  jrou  will  permit  me  to  suggest  that 
our  truly  excellent  Treasurer  should  be  appointed  yoor 
perpetual  President,  and  that  your  Treasurer  shooU  be 
"  The  Northamptonahire  Union  Bank."  The  irsMci 
should  be  gentlemen  wbo  are  sobacribers  to  the  Foad, 
and  yon  will  probably  request  Dr.  Robertson;  and  Mr. 
Paget,  of  Leicester ;  with  Mr.  Terry,  of  Northampton; 
and  Dr.  Symonds,  of  Bristol ;  to  act  as  such.  An 
addition  will  be  required  in  the  number  of  ekoliffe 
mapagers;  and  in  addition  to  Mr.  Fairclotb,  oC 
Newmarket;  Mr.  Appleton, of  Hitchin;  Mr, Elkiiigtoo, 
of  Birmingham  ;  Dr.  Cowan,  of  Reading ;  sad  Rr. 
Peter  Martin,  of  Reigate ;  the  names  of  Mr.  RogeiSiOf 
Newport  Pagnell ;  Mr.  Parker,  of  Woburn ;  Dr.  Roberb, 
of  Bangor ;  Dr.  Alloway,  of  Clonatlie ;  and  Mr.  Lambert, 
of  Sowersby.  You  will  probably  feel  it  right  to  eon- 
tinne  the  rules  that  no  annuity  should  be  granted  ts  t 
subscriber  unless  he  has  paid  his  subscription  for  fin 
successive  years,  as  an  adherence  to  this  role  will  act 
as  a  check  against  any  improper  applicatioB,  and  tbe 
interest  of  that  capiul  will  not  only  supply  a  reSDane 
for  the  payment  of  the  current  expenses,  bet  wiU 
enable  the  Directors  to  make  op  those  odcsttoeal 
variations  in  the  funds  of  a  society  which  are  to  be 
naturally  expected  in  an  institution  of  this  kind.  Sove 
alteration  will  probably  appear  to  you  as  neeesaaiy  ia 
the  rate,  aa  well  as  in  the  mode,  of  the  payment  of  tbe 
annuities,  and  it  might  greatly  conduce  to  the  intertill 
of  the  Society  to  pay  four  annuities,  of  twentf-Anir 
pounds  each,  to  either  auperannuated  members,  er  to 
their  widows,  or  to  their  orphans,  as  tbe  case  may  b^ 
for  every  one  hundred  subscribers;  If  there  should  ietbe 
more  applicants  than  thero  areannnitfestogrnl^lhtB, 
as  a  Bsatter  of  course,  the  officers  of  the  InstitntiM  viU 
decide  upon  the  applicants ;  while,  on* the  olherhiB^ 
should  it  prove  otherwise,  then  the  Secretary  weotf 
tranamit  aliat  of  the  applicanta  to  each  suhserifaer,  sad 
tbe  largest  number  of  votes  would  secure  the  aas«i9- 
It  will  also  be  advisable  to  determine  whether  it  wOoM 
not  be  desirable  that  the  annual  meetings  of  tbe 
Society  should  be  held  in  diffbrent  towna  of  the  1^ 
dom,  where  gentlemen  may  reside  who  feid'an  hwn* 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  iBititBtlon.    These  svggeMioiii 
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vitb  oHmt  allKfttioQVi  which  will  probablj 
IftiHolfHi  VL9l  tluft  Mcetiogy  .will  be  reqwred  to  be 
voiMUa  iviOMic  in|o  the  present  rules  and  reguUtions; 
it  will  be  imjtossible  to-day  to  gire  that  calm 
t%  the  drawing  up  of  the  amended  rules  as 
9Ch  a  s^pvice  requires,  you  will  probably  see  fit  to 
dstemine  the  general  plan  of  operation,  leering  the 
ddsils  to  be  carried  oat  under  the  direction  of  a  small 
nb-connittee;  and  in  the  meantime  it  maybe  thoo{|1it 
adriiiible  to  transmit  this  statement  of  your  aAdrs  to 
iMb  sabscriber  to  the  fund. 

I  have  tbesatislaction  of  announcing  that  I  hare  bad 
.n  jatcnriew  with  Mr.  Neispn,  the  author  of  **  Vital 
teistios,''  respecting  the  Society ;  and  as  soon  as  onr 
nlss  are  matured,  be  has  engaged  to  examine  into 
tMr  nature  and  beering,  and  be  will  then  be  able  to 
ddennine  whether  a  nominal  entrance  fee,  whfch 
fMdd.be  regulated  by  the  age  of  the  snbscriber, 
cook)  be  added  to  our  rules,  so  that  the  Sodety  should 
have  the  benefit  of  being  enrolled  under  the  Act  of 
Miament,  made  and  prorided  for  that  purpose;  ' 

It  is  impossible  for  me,  Sir,  within  the  limits  of  this 
report,  to  detail  to  the  meeting  the  various  suggestions 
viiieh  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Daniell  and  myself,  as  to 
A>  so  wqpild  be  only  to  peruse  the  pile  of  letters  now 
Ifmg  upon  the  table.    Suffice  it  to  say,  that  many  of 
Ue  hints  4iere  proved  of  essential  senrice  to  us  in  our 
lshonr%  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  tendency,  though, 
pobaps^  not  the  actual  design,  of  the  writers  of  others, 
vonU  be  to  coarert  onr  simple  but  comprehensive 
schesu  into  an  ordinary  insurance  company.    But  it 
csaaot  too  often  be  repeated,  that  the  design  of  onr 
Imtilation  is  to  help  that  class  who  have  not  had  the 
power  or  the  disposition  to  avail  themselves  of  fhe 
aivsntagesof  Life  Insurance  Companies.    I  think  that 
I  nay  be  permitted  to  say,  that  in  conducting  the  cor- 
respondence of  ^is  young,  but  I  trust,  rising  Society, 
I  have  spared  no  labour  to  detail  its  objects  and  itsad- 
faatages,  neither  has  this  been  an  easy  task,  for,  in  agfeat 
aessnre,  our  Society  is  net  generU,  but  not  completely 
se,  as  there    are   other-  Societies  in  the  kingdom 
tiiablished  on  somewhat  similar  principles,  but  merely 
local  in  their  operations.    Indeed  we  may  take  as  an 
iUostrattonpf  our  plan,  inits  development  and  character, 
the  process  adopted  in  the  management  of  the  Art 
UaioB  of  iK>Ddon.    It  may  easily  be  supposed,  that 
of  the  thousands  who  contribute  their  annual  guineas 
to  that  Society,  some  do  so  with  a  desire  to  assist  the 
cultivating  of  the  fine  arts,  and  some  with  the  t^mote 
prospect  of  gaining  a  prize.    Just  so  it  may  prove 
with  ns;  some  may  contribute  their  annual  guinea 
apOB  the  principles  of  the  purest  philanthropy,  some 
from  a  pure  sense  of  duty,  and  some  from  a  remote 
coataagency  of  receiving  its  assistance,  while  none 
would  refase»  or  become  degraded,  by  obtuning  the 
pviae  of  aa  annaily,  if  the  chances  of  this  mortal  life 
vondered  sack  assistance  requisite*    I  trust  that  I  may 
M  perai^ttcd  to  close  this  tedious  report  by  the  ex- 
prsBsioa  of  my  wis^»  that  as  that  society,  from  its 
MuUl  b^fiaaiiigs  has  become  a  National  Society,  so 
■sy  our  infaat  cause  come  to  the  stature  of  a  man, 
oad  by  its  manly  strength,  aid  every  needy  member 
oC  the  Bsedical  profession,  cheering  the  widowed  heart, 
oad  securing  to  the  orphan  that  comfort  sad  assSstaace 
vUeb  the  viiitatios  of  Almighty  Qod  may  hate  isid 
*iMki^p«  f 


H«  L.  8«ilb»  £sq.9  of  Southam,  observed  that 
he  wdold  not  on  aoy  accooat  propose  aaythiog. 
tifctif  ^a  aay  way  to  obstmct  the  establishment  of 
Mr.^llaaieU*sftiBd,  which  he  thought  admirable;  but 
it  bad  aoearred  lo  bin  that  we  should  even  go  beyond 
Hi  and  psQivido  homes  for  widows  aad  orphans.  The- 
espaasss  of  leating  a  boose  was  often  of  serious  con-^ 
seqaeaee  to  a  poor  widow.  He  should  like  to  see 
bonses  for  widows  and  orphans  in  every  county  town 
ia  Baglaad,  aad  cooceived  that  the  aobility,  clergy^ 
andgentry,  would  be  ready  to  assist  in  such  a  work. 

The  chairosan  observed  that  soch  a  thought  had  struck 
hhn,  and  be  betievad,  ia  one  of  his  letters  (he  rather 
tbonghi  to  Mr.  Gstlia,  of  Bristol,}  he  had  thrown  out 
the  idea,  but  the  funds  subscribed  to  this  Institution 
ware  for  an  expressed  aad  understood  purpose,  and 
coald  Bol  be  diverted  from  that  purpose;  he  waa 
dsiighted,  however,  with  Mr.  South's  suggestion,  and 
trnsied  a  time  woald  come  when  such  a  project  might 
brsatertaiaed. 

Dr.  Gardner,  of  London,  ooagratolated  Mr.  Daniell 
as  to  the  present  prospects  of  the  General  Medicai 
Aftnnity  Fand.  He  felt  assared  that  it  mast  succeed.. 
He  adnsired  its  simplicity.  The  calculatioas  conld 
not  be  ocbenrise'  than  oorrect,  as  four  annuities  in 
every  haadred  sabseribeis  waold  dearly  yield  £2S 
eadb;  and  the  eapital  so  accnmnlated  in  the  five  years 
iMdi  elapse  .beCore  aanaities  would  be  gnnted,  woald 
form  a  fund  to  fall  back  upon  when  necessary.  He 
highly  approved  of  the  prtmsioB.  He  would  be  de- 
lighfed  to  offer  bis  services  as  Honorary  Local 
Secretary,  aad  pledged  himself  to  exert  all  the  energy 
he  possessed  ia  the  execution  of  his  office. 

Wm.  Lambert,  Eaq.,of  Sowersby,  Yorkshire,  could  not 
but  say  that  he  felt  disappointed,  for  when  he  first  read 
Mr.  Danieli's  proposition,  he  thought  the  whole  medical 
world  would- rise  simultaneously  to  support  such  a 
project ;  it  appears,  however,  he  was  misUken ;  still 
there  was  enough  to  encourage  perseverance,  and  he 
tmsied  Mr.  Daniell  would  relax  nothing,  either  in  spirit 
or  eaeigy,  to  complete  the  aoblework  he  had  begua. 
Ha  should  therefore  propose  '*tbat  Mr.  Danieli's 
plan  for  a  Medical  Annuity  Fund  be  proceeded  with, 
and  that  the  report  and  snggsataons  of  the  Secretary 
t«  adopted."  He  felt  the  utmost  confidence  both  in 
Che  projector  and  Secretary  of  the  Fund. 

Dr.  Gardner  seconded  the  resolution,  which"  was 
carried  nnaaloiOBsly. 

*  H.  L.  Soatb,  Esq.,  observed  that  there  could  be  w> 
beaitation  in  carrying  out  the  project,  for  it  was  a  capital 
beginning.  He  then  gave  instances  of  very  flourishing 
institations,  the  commeaceBsent.  of  which  were  mncli 
inferior  to  tbisy-^nsy,  some,  where  the  projector  had 
been  both  Chairman,  Secretary,  aad  Committee. 

Thomas  Fsrker,  Esq.,  of  Wobam,  ssked  when 
ainrafties  woald  be.  granted.. 

l^e  Secretary  replied,  clearly  even  with  our  present 
numbers,  Idvr  or  six  would  be  graated  at  the  ead  of 
five  years. 

A  discttsiion  easaad  apoa  Dr.  Sbiclay  Pslaier'a 
project,  as  detailed  in  the  MUdieai  TVaMt,.  when  the 
Secretary  demonstrated  to  Dr.  Phaser  the  utter  imprao- 
ticability  of  bis  plaa,  oa  bis  present  calcalatioBS>  drawa 
from  the  statistical  tables. 

^Tht  meetiag  was  thea  addressed  by  Drs.  Robertson 
end  Pritcbsrd,  of  Northampton ;  R.  Martin,  Esq.,  of 
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HbUiroQfc,  Softitk;  Hmmbm  HAm,  EMq^  of  Wobom; 

&c^  and  tht  coddoaioii  was»  <<  Tkat  the  OMenl  IMi- 
•calAnnvityfoiid  propoied  bjr  Mr.  1>aiiiell  be«oiindffwl 

•ftablitfaed;  that  the  Honorary  Looal  Seeiciariei  be 
inatmcted  io  their  dntiet,  and  lopplied  with  prwer 
•docaments,  aad  that  a  Snb-Gomoiittee  be  appointed  to 

meet  at  Newport  Pagneli  for  the  reoiigaBisatioo  of  the 
'rales,'  and  the  final  adjoatment  of  all  matten  for 
the  working  of  the  same.  That  the  Sab-Committee 
be  composed  of  the  followiof  gentlemen :— Dr. 
Pritchard*  of  Northampton ;  Edward  Daoiell,  Etq^ 
Newport  Pftgnell ;  John  Rogers,  Esq.,  Newport  Pkg- 
Bell;  H.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Sontham,  Warwickshire; 
Dr.  Barker,  Bedford ;  Thomas  Pailcer,  Esq.,  Wobam; 
J.  6.  Leete,  Esq.,  Thrapstone. 

Mr.  Daniell  haring  read  Dr.  Jephtott's  letter  ander 
date  of  the  Ibth  of  November,  1845,  announcing  his 
intention  of  presenting  a  donation  of  one  hundred  guineas 
so  soon  as  the  Society  was  formally  ektablished,  it  was 
resolved,  "That  the  grateful  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
giVen  to  Dr.  Jepfason  for  the  promise  of  his  very  hand- 
some donation  of  one  hundred  guineas  on  the  establisb* 
ment  of  the  Society,  and  the  Secretary  do  inform  the 
Bootor  of  the  formal  cstabKsbment  of  th*  Qeneral 
Medical  Annuity  And."  It  wa»  further  r«s<dved, 
''That  the  next  general  and  annual  laeeting  be  held  at 
Leamington,  at  sneh  tiaM  as  may  suit  Dr.,  Jephsoa's 
•convenience,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  preside  at 
the  same." 

A  Financial  Report,  List  of  Memben,  and  Honorary 
Local  Secretaries,  with  new  Rules  and  Regulations, 
^Ul  be  published  after  the  30th  of  June,  the  conclusion 
•of  the  second  year.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  acting  as 
Local  Secreuries  will  please  to  signify  their  intention 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Staines,  Secretary,  Newport  Pagnell, 
Bucks. 

[We  are  requested  to  state  that  Dr.  Jephson  has 
Tamitted  to  Mr.  Staines,  the  Secretary  to  the  Fund, 
his  munificent  donation  of  one  hundred  gnineas.] 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

TREATMENT  OF  FEVER  BT  COLD  WATER. 

Dr.  Jacques  (de  Lure,)  gives  a  sUtistical  account  of 
an  epidemic  of  typhoid  (ever,  set  era!  cases  of  which 
he  cured  by  the  external  and  internal  use  of  cold 
water.  The  total  number  of  cases  enumerated  amounto 
to  492 ;  of  these  143  were  treated  in  the  manner 
alluded  to,  and  349  in  various  ways,  some  by  pnrga- 
tives,  others  by  mercury,  &c.,  according  to  the  idea  of 
the  practitioner  in  attendance.  Of  the  349  cases  thus 
treated,  1  in  4  died;  while  of  the  193  treated  by  cold 
water,  the  deaths  were  only  )  in  Ib.—BuUetin  de  la 
Society  de  Med,  de  Bezanpon,  1846,  No.  2. 

TftEATMSNT  OF  EMaiPBLAt    %T  UllEam   BLMTEBa. 

Erysipelas  Is  not  a  severe  disease  when  It  is  confined 
to  a  limited  pan  of  the  body;  itis  generally  its  extension, 
either  superficially  or  in  depth  that  produces  the  danger. 
Attempts  have  been  long  made  to  counteract  this  ten. 
dency  to  extension,  by  the  nitrate  of  silver,  solutions  of 
•ulphateof iron,  fro.    These  meOiodslHife  fbr  thenoH 


partfaUed.  M.  PlorryaAittsihalhehasdtessfeMi« 
BMans  of  effeeting  the  desiied  Uniltaiiott  of  bfiamttt*' 
tory  action  with  great  eertoimy,  by  applying  at  lbs 
commencement  of  the  disease,  narrow  bKiien  aieeai 
the  entire  circumference  of  the  Infiained  skin,  st  • 
distance  of  an  inch  or  two  from  its  border.  He  itatei 
that  tlie  erysipelatons  blush  soon  reaches  the  inflamna- 
tion  arising  from  the  blister,  but  in  more  than  twen^ 
cases  has  not  gone  beyond  it.— Jour»«/ie  Phamadt. 

SURGERY. 

COMTRACnOH  09  TUB   ONOFBAOOS  CtmSD  IbT 
TBHPOBARr  BItATATtOB. 

A  man  swallowed  by  mistake  a  quantity  of  dftels 
nitrio  acid ;  a  considerable  portion  of  it  was  njected 
by  vomiting,  and  the  specific  poisonous  effects  of  tbs. 
acid  wers  not  produced ;  but  the  pharynx  aad  the 
superior  part  of  the  msophagus  were  denuded  of 
epithelium,  and  a  snpeificial  nleeralion  rssultsd; 
suppnratiOBtupscvened,  this  was  followed  by  dosiriss. 
tion,  and  a  considerable  coaiotation  of  the  tube.  An 
GBsophagns  boogie^  abont  the  siie  of  the  little  fiofer, 
cenld  be  passed  to  the  stomach,  bat  the  contraction 
was  snffioient  to  prevent  deglutition,  and  fas  alOl 
increasing.  Fearing  that  the  canal,  left  to  itself, 
would  become  the  seat  of  a  permanent  oontrsctioii, 
M.  Blandin  acted  upon  the  same  principle  u  hi 
strictures  of  the  urethra,  by  methodical  dilatation, 
intending  to  associate  with  it  cauterization,  if  neoessaiy. 

Some  elastic  oesophagus  soonds  were  employed; 
after  passing  the  stricture  they  were  allowed  to  remain 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes;  the  operation  was  repeated 
twice  daily,  progressively  increasing  their  size,  an*il 
in  three  weeka  the  patient  was  cured.— /oiirao/  di 
md.  et  de  ChirurgU,  Fevr.,  1847. 

.TREATMENT    OF    FI8SC11B    OF    THE    AN08    BT 
^  CAUTRRIZATIOir. 

M.  Herpin  relates  two  cases  of  this  painful  malady, 
which  were  cured  by  a  single  application  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver  in  subsUnce.  In  one  case,  the  fissure  being 
high  up,  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  specniam  ani— 
Enq/chffraph  des  Snencet  Medicates,  Mars,  1847. 

PROGNOSIS   OF  ILIAC  ABSCESS. 

Dupuytren  did  not  consider  the  prognosis  in  iliac 

abscess  very  unfavourable.     Grisolle  is  of  a  different 

opinion,  for  of  seventy -three  cases  twenty  were  fatal 

and  eleven  serious.    Of  puerperal  women  so  affected, 

seven  died  out  of  seventeen.    Of  all  descriptions  of 

this  abscess,  the  stercoral  abscess  being  always  acoom* 

panied  by  gangrene,  is  incomparably  the  most  serious, 

for  of  such  oases  fivo  in  seven  were  either  fatal  or 

resulted  in  artificial  anus.    Gangrene  is  but  seldom 

observed    in    connection   with    the   more  superfidsl 

abscess,  unless  where  this  succeeds  perforative  uloera- 

tion  or  mortification  of  tlie  csecnm  or  of  its  appendix^ 

giving  rise  to  extravasation  of  fecal  matters  into  the 

cellular  tissue  of  the  vicinity.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the 

infiammation  be  seated  under  the  fascia  iUaca,  this ' 

may  then  produce  a  true  strangulation  of  the  inflamed  [ 

parts;  and  it  is  common  enough  to  find  in  these  sub-  . 

•poneuridc  abscesses,  the  fibres  of  the  iliac  muscle* 

blMkened,  softened^  and  exhaling  a  fwfid  odour; 
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aai  afttr  «b  ipeuioa  it  made  into  them,  gM,  ptti>  ftsd 
pottionaof  mortified  oelluiw  tMsne,  moaele  tnd  tendoti> 
fltnp»  fram  the  opeoing.  In  tueh  raws  death  U 
•Imoet  oertain  to  enttte.-»ZHii/ii  Quarterly  Journaif 
]|a3r,1847,p.dd5. 

niEACLS  18  A  DBB88IIIO  TO  BUKNS. 

Mr.  Ba]Iey  faaspnblitbed  a  series  of  cases  illasiratiTo 
of  tbeadvaotages  derived  from  the  application  of  treacle 
.«id  water  as  a  dressing  to  bams.  Tbe  dressing  is 
inilM  at  a  tenpeffttoM^of  98«  by  means  of  lint 
tboroaghly  soaked  with  it,  and  renewed  night  and 
Boming.  The  action  of  this  remedj,  as  far  as  Mr. 
Mlegr  has  been  able  to  obserte,  is  directly  eedative, 
sad  its  first  etibcts  appear  to  be  those  of  lolling  tbe 
pain,  and  moderating  the  infianmation.  It  also 
appears  to  have  a  tendency  to  retard  putrefactive 
deooaiposition,  aa  is  olearly  indicated  by  the  absence  of 
fater  in  tbe  easee  in  which  it  is  used.  This  was 
lemailied  partioolarly  in  an  initance  in  which  a  barn 
of  the  abdomen  oceapied  a  eorftice  of  270  square 
iQciies.  Treacio  appears  lo  have  been  also  used  by 
Br.  Greenhowy  of  Shields,  for  the  same  porposO}  as 
iMf  since  aa  ISSS.'^Medieal  Times,  May  22. 

DKBSSINO  OF  BLISTERS. 

Br.  M'cLagan  states  that  he  hM  for  some  time 
tobstiittted  dry  cotton  in  the  dressing  of  blisters,  for  all 
oth«r  applications.  When  he  orders  a  blister,  he 
directs  that  after  it  has  been  applied  for  a  certain  time, 
it  shall  be  removed,  and  the  part  covered  for  two  hours 
with  a  poultice,  llie  effect  of  this  is  to  render  the 
tetication  more  complete,  and  to  moderate  the  tender* 
SCSI  of  the  blistered  part.  The  blister  is  then  to  be 
cat,  and  a  thick  layer  of  cotton  wadding  applied.  If 
this  after  a  few  hoars  is  soaked  with  the  discharge,  as 
aach  as  can  be  removed  without  disturbing  the  loose 
epidermis,  should  be  taken  away,  and  tbe  whole  again 
cetered  with  fresh  cotton.  By  this,  means  the  aathor 
states  that  tbe  punishment  of  a  blister  is  greatly 
lessened.— JlfonfA/y  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  May, 
1817. 

MIDWIFERY. 

SPORTANEOUa  EVOLt^TION. 

Br.  Simpson,  in  taking  part  in  a  discussion  on  the 
nhjeot  of  spontaneous  evolution,  terminated  his  remarks 
vitb  the  following  general  dedoctions  :— 

1.  That  spontaneous  evolution  in  transverse  pre- 
watatiens  was  not  so  rare  aa  some,  authors  averred,  and 
that  it  would  probably  occur  oftener  if  appropriate 
aeuures  were,  not  applied. 

^  That  under  some  drcumeUncas,  arm  and  shoulder 
esses  should  probably  bo  left  to  be  expelled  by  tbe 
ascbanism  of  spontaneous  evolution,  aaaistin&  if 
Mcessary,  the  meehanism  by  art 

3.  That  this  ought  to  be  the  pcacticey  if  in  an  arm  or 
•tioalder  ease,tha  chest  and  trunk  of  the  child  be  already 
ttnstdown  into  the  oavity  of  the  pelvis;  for  to  turn 
*Dier  such  a  eompUcation,  and  wilh  that  object  to  pnah 
^ck  the  body  of  tbe  child  into  the  cavity  of  the  con. 
^^Mtsd  uteras^  would  necesaiuta  the  re-dilatatioB  of 


4.  That  if  the  process  of  spontaneona  ev«httioii 
failed,  two  operations  had  been  reeommended  to  eifed 
delivery ,«-*viz.,  evisceration  and  decapitafion. 

5.  That  evisceration  was  only  applicable  to  easea- 
otp&lvic  spontaneous  evolution;  and  decapitation  only 
to' cephalic  evolution. 

6.  Of  course  in  all  common  transverse  presentaUont- 
seen  before  thei  body  of  the  child  was  thrust  into  the 
cavity  of  the  p^jlvis,  turning  was  the  proper  practice. 

7.  A  child  of  common  size  could  never  be  doublet^ 
up  and  thrust  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  unless  tho- 
pelvis  were  capacious;  and  hence,  when  spontaneooa- 
evolution  is  found  in  an  advanced  stage,  it  affords  pre* 
sumptive  evidence  that  the  pelvis  is  of  size  to  alloir 
of  its  oompletioD.^if onlAfy  Jcwnal,  May,  1847. 

TREATMENT  OF  PLACENTA   PRiEyjA. 

In  commenting  upon  a  fatal  case  of  haemorrhage 
fr^  placenta  prasvia,  in  which  some  indecision  appears 
to  have  been  exhibited  as  lo  the  treatment.  Dr.  Radford 
thus  briofly  slates  his  views  of  the  coarse  to  be  adopteii 
under- tbe  varioaa  einmmatanoea  of  the  cese:-^ 

When  tbe  vital  powers  are  thua  depresaad,  we  eoght 
not  to  have  reeoune  to  any  operaiSen  by  which  they 
are  fat ther  lowered.  Uadertheee  eireamatenees,  theUr 
delivery  ought  not  lo  be  bad  reoonree  to ;  first,  beoasise 
tbtre  is  invariably  an  increased  esEhaostion  produced 
by  the  excitement  arising  from  the  efforts  of  the  prae* 
tlUoner,  which  are  made  to  dilate  die  os  and  cervix 
uteri,  and  to  extract  the  child ;  siecondly,  because  an 
increased  loss  of  blood  inevitably  takes  place  in  casee 
of  placenta  preevia,  during  tbe  operation ;  and  thirdly,, 
because  syncope,  or  a  tendency  to  it,  is  induced,  by 
suddenly  emptying  the  uterus. 

Although  I  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  use 
of  the  plug,  at  an  early  period,  in  cases  of  placenta 
praavia,  when  delivery  cannot  and  ought  not  to  be 
performed,  in  order  to  save  blood  dnring  tbe  lime 
which  elapses  whilst  the  preparatory  changes  take 
place  in  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  so  that  this  operation 
can  then  be  safely  undertaken ;  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  it  becomes  a  dangerous  expedient  in  cases  of 
extreme  exhaustion,  so  long  as  the  plaeenia  is  only 
partially  separated  from  the  os  or  cervix  uteri. 

The  secale  comutum  is  totally  inapplicable  to  casea 
of  flooding  where  tbe  enei^es  of  the  woman  are  so 
low,  because  it  tends  farther  to  depress  the  nervoua 
system. 

The  complete  detachment  of  the  placenta  is  a  practice 
which  I  have  already  advocated  in  such  oases  as  the 
ono  under  consideration ;  and  if  this  plan  had  been 
trusted  to,  without  proceeding  to  the  extraction  of  the 
child,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  better 
chance  to  rally  would  have  been  given  to  the  patient 
What  could  be  the  object  of  first  completely  detaching 
the  placenta,  and  then  delivering  the  child  t  The 
complete  deteohment  of  tbe  placenta  baa  been  re- 
commended by  me  to  supersede  tbe  neoeaaily  of  the 
basardoua  operation  of  delieery  in  these  cases  of 
exhaustion. 

Galvanism  ia  the  egent  to  be  employed  in  these 


the  vterus,  and  benctj  in  ill  probabili^i  prodDca  e    easea  of  nervous  depreanon  from  loss  ol  blood ;  it  not 
'VftBiiofiiieoeti;  [  en}yxpiiafittt*4iM])lMof  theateniii  tbeNbyenabUiif 
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fhe  pimetitioiier  to  dalirer  wImh  timely  raqvirsd* 
withoat,  at  th«  lamo  timey  making  the  least  demand 
•QpoB  die  already  ezhantted  powen,  whieh  is  the  caaa 
irben  we  iMtve  recourse  to  the  manaal  operation  of 
renion  and  extraotlon  of  the  child,  hot  it  is  ajso  a 
j^vevfal  geneMl  sHmnlant,  and  raises  the  polrer  and 
motion  of  the  heart. 

This  happy  resalt  I  have  ohserred  in  several  cases, 
and  the  power  in  question  gires  to  this  agent  a  great 
•operiority  orer  the  seoale  comatum  in  such  oases. 

Dr.  Radford>  in  condasion,  reiterates  his  expression 
-of  confidence  in. the  power  of  galvanism  in  vterine 
hsBmorrhage,  and  promises  an  early  publication  of 
anmerous  cases  of  its  sncoessful  application.— Zancet, 
December  5, 1846.— ["  Half-yearly  Abstract,"  vol.  Y.] 

Dr.  Tyler  eonclades  an  essay  on  this  subject  as 
follows;— 

1.  In  cases  of  partial  presentation  the  practitioner 
ahonld  avail  himself  of  the  earlieet  opportonity  to 
rupture  the  membraaeei  and  evacoate  the  oteMs  of  its 
fluid  oontenta. 

2.  In  the  aame  class  of  cases»  after  the  esoape  of  the 
liquor  amniiy  should  vigorous  uterine  action  not  ensue 
lie  should  encourage  this  action  by  friction  over  the 
fundus  uteri,  the  application  of  a  binder,  ergo^  or 
galvanism. 

3.  In  complete  placental  presentation,  when  the  os 
<iiteri  is  rigid  and  undiluted,  never  attempt  to  extract 
the  placenta  through  it  in  that  state,  but  plug  the 
vagina  with  a  soft  sponge  dipped  in  cold  vinegar  and 
water. 

4.  As  soon  as  the  oa  uteri  is  suiBoiently  dilated,  to 
4um. 

5.  Should  there  be  no  doubt  of  the  child  being  dead, 
and  the  head  presents,  it  may  be  delivered  by  the  per. 
f  orator  and  crotchet. 

The  author,  thinking  that  the  cessation  of  bleeding 
after  extraction  of  the  placenta  is  due  to  the  evacuation 
of  the  fluid  contents  of  the  uterus,  proposes  in  some 
cases  to  pass  a  catheter  through  the  placenta,  and 
ihas  draw  off  the  liquor  amniL— Dai/.  Quart,  J<mm*, 
Hay,  1847. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

lABTHOD   or    DBTERMLHINO  THE    PRESENCE   OF 
MORPHINE   IN  CiSES   OF  POISONING. 

M.  Thenard  adopts  and  recommends  the  following 

proceeding :— The  suspected  matter,  if  solid,  is  care. 

fully  washed  in  distilled  water,  acidulated  with  acetic 

acid;  if  fluid,  it  is  diluted  with  the  same.    The  solu- 

tion  is  then  to  be  warmed  and  filtered,  and  afterwards 

evaporated  to  dryness.    The  residue  is  next  treated 

with  boiling  alcohol,  which  separates  the  animal  matter. 

To  the  alcoholic  solution  previously  filtered,  tincture  of 

>nnt-galls  is  then  added,  and  macerstion  is  continued 

for  fifteen  days,  when  the  morphine  is  precipitated  in 

combination  with  the  tannin.     The  solution  being 

again  filtered,  it  is  diluted  with  distilled  water,  and  a 

eolation  of  gelatin  is  added  in  excess,  for  the  purpos#of 

decomposing  the  tannate  of  morphine.    The  morphine 

having  yielded  to  the  gelaliBy  the  tannin  with  which  it 


was  united,  is  dissolved  by  the  alcohol ;  filtration 
rates  the  tannin  and  the  gelatin,  and  by  cTsporstiaa 
the  alcohol  is  dissipated,  and  the  morphine  remsiat, 
which  may  be  recognized  by  the  usual  le^agenti.'* 
Journal  de  Chknie  H  tU  T&xicolo^. 


REMUNERATION  OF  MEDICAL  PRACTITIOR. 
ERS  IN  IRELAND*FOR  PUBLIC  8BRTICB8. 

The  subjoined  memorial,  signed  by  1050  physidsBS 
and  surgeons,  was  presented  to  the  Lord  LieulenaDtoC. 
Ireland  on  the  32nd  of  this  month : — 

Th  Bi$  SxceUincy  Oeorge  WUUam  Fftderick  Sol  tf 
Clarendon,  Lord  Lieutenant  General  and  Oamd 
Governor  of  Ireland, 

Mat  it  please  roun  Excellemct, 

We,  the  undersigned  Physicians  and  Sargeoiis  ia 
Ireland,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency,  that  the  members  of  the  Medical  ProfeiiioB 
in  Ireland  are  frequently  called  upon  to  perform  poblie 
professional  duties  for  the  benefit  of  the  CommDOtty 
at  large,  and  that  the  seal  and  efficiency  with  whiek 
those  duties  are  discharged,  together  with  their  import- 
ance to  the  public  welfare,  anioently  entitle  that 
Profession  to  the  protection  and  support  of  the  Gofeis- 
ment. 

It  is  right  to  draw  your  Excellency's  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  Sutistical  Returns  for  upwards  of  85 
years,  exhibit  a  fearful  mortality  from  Fever  amosg 
the  Medical  men  of  this  country,  and  recent  eresU 
have  shown  that  from  the  same  cause  we  have  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  many  of  the  best  and  most  efficient  Pnc- 
titioners,  who  contracted  Typhus  Fe ver  in  the  dischtigs 
of  their  duties  among  the  Sick  Poor. 

We  feel  that  the  members  of  the  Medical  Profenioa 
have  reason  to  complain  that  they  sustain  hardship  snd 
injustice  when  employed  in  the  Public  Service,  st  ia 
some  instances  from  the  imperfection  of  existing  Iswi^ 
Medical  Practitioners  are  denied  any  remaneistioa 
whatever  for  such  services,  or  are  constrained  to  scoept 
sums  utterly  disproportionate  to  the  duties  they  on 
compelled  to  discharge;  while  in  other  esses,  where 
the  amonnt  of  remuneration  is  left  to  the  disoretioii  of 
Government,  or  to  the  award  of  Officers  in  Pohlie 
Departments,  it  is  often  unjustly  and  degrediiiglj 
inadequate. 

We  most  strongly  but  respectfolty  protest  tpiaA 
the  amount  of  remuneration  offered  by  the  Board  of 
Health  to  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  sltendiog 
Fever  Hospitals  during  the  present  epidemic;  ss,  in 
some  instances.  Five  Shillings  per  day  have  bisB 
offered  by  the  Board  of  Health^for  the  dischsrs*  ^l 
that  onerous,  responsible,  and  dangerous  duty. 

We  need  not  enlarge  on  the  importance  and  vslM  ^ 
the  services  rendered  to  the  country  by  the  Xsdiosl 
Attendants  of  Fever  Hospitals,  neither  does  it  seott 
necessary  to  do  more  than  suggest  that  insnfficfieiit  sad 
degrading  remuneratien  for  pcoloBsiottal  services  csanot 
(ail  to  injurioulj  affea  the  pohUe  laMrartij  «ii  Wt 
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i>«Bfideiitlj  tnut  thai  yoor  EzoeUencj  will  take  moIi 
^taps  M  may.  In  yoar  Ezoalleiicy'a  wisdom,  teem  ftk  to 
iWBOTe  thoM  grieTaneet,  and  eaote  toeb  remanefatioii 
to  be  awarded  to  tbo  Medical  Officen  of  Ferar  Rotpllala. 
and  Fever  Districts,  as  maj  be  commensorate  widi  the 
lireat  ralae  and  importance  of  the  duties  required  of 
ihem. 

HEDICAL  REGISTRATION  BILL. 

BOIJBB  or  C0MM0H8. 

On  Vooday,  the  3lstinst,  Mr.  Wakley  withdrew  the 
Medieal  Registration  Bill  for  this  session,  stating  at  the 
aame  time  tliat  shonld  he  occupy  a  seat  in  the  next 
Parliament,  it  was  his  intention  to  give  notice  of  a 
notion  in  the  first  week  of  the  session  for  the  re- 
appointment of  the  Medical  Committee. 

It  is  stated  that  in  a  few  days,  the  eTidence  which 
lias  been  given  by  the  five  witnesses  from  the  College 
of  Physicians  against  the  system  of  registration  pro- 
poaed  in  the  Bill,  will  be  printed,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  profession,  and  that  the  evidence  yet  to  be  taken, 
win  also  be  printed. 


9b 


UNIVERSITY  OF  OXFORD. 


.  The  |bl^winfl[  degrees  were  conferred  at  the  Univar. 
jAij  of  Oxford,  June  10th :— >l>oetorf  in  Medicine: 
^  9eary  D.  Seholfield,  Brasenoee ;  George  T.  Fincham, 
St.  John's.  Bachelor  in  Medicine :  James  G.  TPexton, 
Brasenose. 


•^-^' 
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UNIVERSITY  OP  CAMBRIDGE. 

Degrees  conferred  at  Cambridge,  June  llth.«— 
Deetart  m  Medictne :  D.  W.  Cohen,  C.  T.  Hare, 
Gonville  and  Cains.  Bachelors  m  Medicine:  C.  D. 
Waiie,  St  Peters;  A.  W.  Barclay,  D.  B.  Kendal, 
Gonville  and  Caluc 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Pridaj,  June  S5tby 
1847  :«*T.  Taylor ;  W.  Hand ;  H.  H.  Smith ;  R.  H.- 
Kemp ;  C.  W.  Latham ;  £.  Vye ;  J.  Tarsewell;  W.  L. 
Thomas;  A.  Grant  j  A.  W.  W.  Smitb. 


MANCHESTER  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Manchester 
Royal  Infirmary,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  three  Dis- 
pensary Surgeons  in  connection  with  the  Institution,  to 
take  charge  of  the  out-patients  of  the  three  Senior 
surgeons,  and  of  all  the  surgical  home-patients.  Mr. 
W.  Smitb,  Mr.  A.  W.  Damville,  and  Mr.  G.  Southam, 
have  been  elected  to  this  office. 


LEICESTER  INFIRMARY. 

Notice  of  a  motion  to  increase  the  number  of  medical 
•officers  to  the  Leicester  Infirmsry  has  been  given  by 
the  Committee,  appointed  some  months  back,  to  inquire 
into  the  present  state  of  the  Institution.  Ttie  terms  of 
the  notice  are  as  follows:— «  That  in  rule  8, page 3, the 
words  '  two  physicians  and  two  surgeons'  be  altered  to 
*  Hbree  physicians  and  three  surgeons' ;  and  that  the 
other  rules  be  altered  and  revised  in  conformity  thereto.*' 
In  a  conversation  which  followed,  any  imputation  on 
the  conduct  of  the  present  medical  officers  was  dis- 
claimed by  the  parties  with  whom  the  inquiry  had 
originated,  and  ample  testimony  was  borne  to  the 
exemplary  manner  in  which  tbey  had  dljscharged 
4beii  duties. 


SOCIETY  OP  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Jane 
10th:— Ernest  Powell  Wilk  ins,  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight;  William  Pollard  Roberts,  Yarmouth, Norfolk; 
Joseph  Richard  Morgan,  Maidstone;  Edward  Banbnrj 
Passmore,  Lyncombe,  Bath ;  William  Pearson  Ward, 
Royal  Artillery ;  John  Parkin,  Hightown,  near  Leeds ; 
John  Maund,  Bromsgrove. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

WilHau  Watson  Beever,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  one 
<»f  the  Surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
in  the  room  of  James  Ainsworth,  Esq.,  appointed 
CoBflnlting  Surgeon. 

M.  Baillarger  has  been  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Aead^mie  de  M^deeine,  Paris,  in  the  section  of  Anatomy 
smd  Physiology.  M.M.  Maneo  and  DenonvilUers 
I'm  •mosg  rite  tminoceisfal  otndidatef. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  June  1st,  aged  44,  offerer,  John  Walker,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  the  Eye  Hospital,  Manchester,  a  Member 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 
Mr.  Walker  fell  a  sacrifice  in  the  performance  of  hia 
duties  as  a  district  surgeon,  and  we  regret  to  add,  has 
left  a  family  unprovided  for. 

June  2od,  at  Glasgow,  of  typhns  fever,  William 
Ferrio,  M.D. 

June  12th,  at  Ham  Common,  Surrey,   John   V. 

Bridgman,  Esq ,  Surgeon. 
June   15th,  aged  45,  John  James  Wilson,  Esq., 

Surgeou,  Doughty  Street,  Mecklenburg  Square. 

June  17th.  aged  39,  Harris  Dansford,  M.D.,  Upper 
'  Seymour  Street,  Portman  Square. 

June  23rd,  aged  39,  of  inflammation  of  the  throat, 
after  a  few  hours'  illness,  Jordan  Roche  Lynch,  M.D., 
of  Farringdon  Street,  well  known  as  an  advocate  of 
medical  and  sanatory  reform  measures.  Dr.  Lynch 
was  the  author  of  a  Life  of  Cosmo  de  Medici,  a 
History  of  Cholera  in  Paris,  and  of  Essays  on  the 
Chemical  Treatment  of  Fever  and  on  Laryngitis.  In  the 
year  1S45,  the  Hunterian  Oration  being  omitted  at  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  he  delivered  an  Oration  at  Exeter 
Hall,  which  may  vie  with  many  of  those  delirored 
within  the  wftUs  of  the  College. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNAL    FOR  APRIL, 

1847. 

Obienred  at  Uckfield,  Sonez,  by  C  L.  PftiNcs, 

Surgeon. 

Mttimnm  Temperttnre  Sn  the  Shade,  24tb    .  66. 

Minimum         ditto     .    •    .    ditto   17tli    .  23. 

Mean  ditto     •    .    .    ditto    .    .    .  46.41 

Range  of  ditto     .    •    •    ditto    .    •    .  43. 

Mean  daily  Range   ....    ditto    ,    .    .  23.03 

Mean  Maacimum      ....    ditto    .    .    .  57.92 

Mean  Minimum       .    .    •    •    ditto    .    .    •  34.90 

Maximum  in  the  Sun 2l8t    .  75. 

Minimum  on  the  Oran    ....     17th    .  21. 

Extreme  Range 54. 

Mean  Maximom  in  the  Sun 65.43 

Mean  Minimum  on  the  Orasa    •    .      ...  31.86 

Mean  Dew-point,  9  a.m 37.72 

— —  INCHES. 

Mean  Pressure 29.786 

Maximum  ditto 22nd    .    30.04 

Minimum  ditto 2nd    .    2925 

Range 79 

Depth  of  Rain .69 

Efaporation ...      3.23 


Prevailing  Wind,  North- West. 


BOOKS  -RECEIVED. 

A  Syitem  of  Surgery.  By  J.  M.  Chelius,  &c. 
Tranalated  from  the  German,  and  accompanied  with 
Additional  Notes  and  Illustrations.  By  John  F. 
South,  late  Professor  of  Sui^gery  to  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  England,  and  one  of  the  Surgeon's 
to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  Part  XVI.  London: 
Rensbaw.    1847. 

Cold  and  Consumption ;  or  Consumption,  its  Pre- 
Tention,  and  Cure,  by  Cold,  as  a  Constitutional,  and 
Inhalation,  as  a  Local  Agent,  &c.  &c.  By  Henry  C. 
Deshon,  Member  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  London,  &c.  London:  Rensbaw. 
1847.    8vo.,  pp.  153. 

On  Dyspepsia,  with  Remarks  submitted  in  support 
of  the  Opinion  that  the  Proximate  Cause  of  this,  and 
of  ail  other  Diseases,  affecting  the  General  System, 
is  Vitiation  of  the  Blood.  By  John  Burdett  Steward, 
M.D.f  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
London:  Churchill.    1847.    pp.106. 

Obsenrations  on  Aneurism,  and  its  Treatment  by 
Compresrion.  By  O'Bryan  Bellingham,  M.D.,  Edin., 
Fellow  of,  and  ProfesK>r  in,  the  School  of  the  Royal 
CoUege  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  &c.  &c.  London: 
Chorchm.    1847.    pp.181. 

Vaccination  considered  in  Relation  to  the  Public 
Health, 5ic.  ByJohaMarahaUfSurgeoOidtc.  London: 
ReashAir.    1847.    8TO.,pp.35. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAI4 
ASSOCIATION. 

COUNCIL  pmizv. 
The  Committee  appointed  at  Norwich  forthemsasge* 
ment  of  the  Council  Fund  for  the  present  year  beg 
to  announce  that  thb  council  prisb  of  ;^50  will  be 
given  for  the  best  Report  '*  On  the  Cerebral  Aiectifias 
of  Infancy." 

The  prise  is  open  to  general  competition ;  the  papers 
to  be  sent  in  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Dr. 
Streeten,  Worcester,  on  or  before  the  3l8t  of  Maj, 
1848,  each  paper  to  have  a  motto  affixed,  and  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  sealed  envelope,  bearing  ^he  same 
motto,  and  inclosing  the  name  of  the  author. 


NOTICE     TO     MXMBBRS. 

Gentlemen  who  have  not  yet  paid  their  subscriptioDS 
for  the  current  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears,  are  requested 
to  forward  the  amount  due,  either  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  District  in  which  they  reside  or  to  the  TVesssrcr 
or  Secretary  of  the  Association,  on  or  before  the  lOtb 
of  July,  as  the  accounts  for  the  Anniversary  Meeting 
must  then  be  made  op. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  Secretary. 


SUFFOLK  BBAMCB. 

The  SecreUry  of  the  Suffolk  Branch,  would  feel 
obliged  by  those  members  in  his  district,  who  hare 
not  paid  their  Subscriptions  for  the  current  year,  to  do 
so  either  by  post. office  order,  made  payable  to  Charles 
Robert  Bree,  Stowmarket,  or  to  pay  the  same  to  his 
account,  with  Messrs.  Dukes  and  Co.,  Stowmarket 
intimating  to  him  when  such  payment  is  msde» 
Should  any  Member  in  the  Suffolk  Branch  not  bare 
received  the  last  volume  of  **  TransactioBs,'*  Bfr.  Bree 
would  thank  him  to  write  to  him  upon  the  snljest 

Stowmarket,  June  23, 1847. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  Campbell^ 
The  Birmingham  Patbologioal  Society;  Mr.  W. 
Jackson;  Dr.  E.  Ballard;  Mr.  Worthington;  Or- 
Shearman;  Dr.  £.  Copeman;  tfr.  Croese;  Mr,  W. 
£.  Crowfoot 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Medical  BegistraUon  B9( 
renders  it  unneoessarr  to  insert  the  peiitloii  of  the 
Council  of  the  National  Institato  of  Medidner 
Surgery,  and  Midwifery. 

Mr.  Lord's  letter,  and  Dr.  Shearman'a  reply  to  Hr» 
Allison,  are  unavoidably  postponed  till  the  next 
number. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communicatioos 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streeten,  Foregate  Street^  Wor« 
ceater.  Parcels  and  books'  for  review,  msy  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  oif  the  Pk-ovincial  Medicsl 
and  Surgical  Joamal,  ore  of  Mr.  ChorchOI,  Priscet 
Street,  Soho, 
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*   THE  RETROSPECTIVE  ADDRESS, 

DBLIVKKBD   AT  THE   SIXTH   ANNIVER8AKT    OP   THE 
BEADING   PATHOLOGICAL   SOCIETY. 

By  BowAXS  Wells,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Royal 

fierkabire  Hoapitid. 

GentlemcB,— In  accordance  with^e  wish  expresned 
at  yonr  last  meeting,  I  have  ventured  to  nndertake 
the  task  of  dranring  op  the  report  of  our  proceedings 
daring  the  past  year.  Unqualified  as  I  feel  myself  to 
be  for  the  due  performance  of  this  undertaking,  I 
will  not  waste  your  time  in  making  fruitless  apologies 
for  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  accomplished. 
I  will  only  say  that  my  desire  has  been  to  act  the  part 
of  a  faithful  historian  of  what  has  been  said  and  done, 
rathd*  than  that  of  a  critic  of  the  opinions  promulgated. 
Even  if  I  bad  thought  of  aspiring  to  the  latter  office, 
the  abundance  of  the  materials  placed  at  my  disposal 
fot  insertion  in  this  evening's  address  would  have 
quite  forbidden  the  idea.  The  few  remarks  I  have 
interposed  have  been  made,  either  with  the  view  of 
connecting  the  reported  cases,  or  of  drawing  attention 
to  particular  facts  which  appeared  more  especially 
worthy  of  notice.  Before  proceeding,  however,  to  the 
specific'ttiatter  of  this  report,  I  must  bear  witness  to 
the  adnirable  manner  in  which  the  minntes  of  our 
meetings  have  been  kept  by  our  excellent  Secretar}*, 
Dr.  Woodhouse.  It  is  but  justice  to  him  to  set  out 
by  observing,  thst  should  this  address  fail  to  interest 
3'ou,  or  to  present  a  faithful  portrait  of  the  principal 
features  of  the  transactions  of  our  Society  during  the 
past  year>  the  fault  lies  in  your  Reporter,  and  not  in 
jonr  Secretary. 

The  amngetaaent  which  I  have  adopted  in  relating 
the  eases,  &c.,  which  have  been  brought  before  us, 
iB  the  same  as  that  generally  made  nse  of  by  my 
predecessors,— that  is  to  say,  they  have  been  arranged 
in  reference  to  the  various  systems  of  the  economy  to 
which  they  belong,  independently  of  the  period  at 
which  they  were  presented  to  the  Society.  In  only 
one  point  have  I  ventured  to  depart  from  the  established 
coBtooi,  and  that  is  with  respect  to  the  papers  and 
coamnBJcBtions,  (very  few,  I  regret  to  say,  in  nnmber,) 
vhieh  I  hav«  also  amiiffd  under  the  tame  heads  at 
the  wkM4  tpednent. 

Ho.  H,  Jsly  14,  1M;. 


I.— DitBABBS  or  the  Nbbvocb  SrSTBtf. 

I  am  unfortunately  enabled  to  present  yon  only  one 
case*  The  great  interest  which  attaches  to  the  dis« 
orders  of  the  nervous  centres  and  their  ramificationSr 
makes  one  regret  that  our  reports  are  not  richer  in 
details  of  this  class  of  diseases,  and  might  induce  us 
to  ask  ourselves  the  following  mortifying  question : — 
Is  it  because  of  the  trouble  which  is  necessarily  in- 
curred in  making  examination  into  the  state  of  the 
brain,  spinal  cord,  &c.,  that  this  paucity  exists? 

Hydroc^hahu  acuiui»-~On  the  3rd  of  March,  1847, 
Dr.  Woodhonse  related  the  case  of  a  child,  aged 
fifteen  months,  who  died  from  hydrocephalus,  which 
came  on  in  the  usual  insidious  manner,  and  which 
leeches,  blisters,  and  purgatives,  with  mercury,  both 
internally  and  externally  applied,  failed  to  arrest. 

On  examination,  the  brain  was  found  to  be  softened 
about  the  posterior  cornua  of  the  lateral  ventricles, 
which  latter  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of 
serum.  A  brother  of  this  child  had  died  at  the  same 
age  about  twelve  months  before. 

It  may  be  remarked  upon  this  case,  thst  as  na 
notice  is  taken  of  the  state  of  the  membranes,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  no  tubercles  were  found  in  the 
meninges,  and  that  therefore,  as  far  as  a  single  case 
can  do,  it  invalidates  the  view  of  M.  Rilliet,  and  other 
French  pathologists,  who  look  upon  hydrocephalus  as 
neither  more  nor  less  than  tubercular  meningitis.  In 
opposition  also  to  this  view,  your  reporter  may  mention, 
that  in  a  case  of  hydrocephalus  acutns,  which  he  not 
long  since  examined,  with  Mr.  Day,  and  in  which  the 
lateral  ventricles  were  mnch  dbtended  with  serum, 
the  membranes  were  carefully  examined  without  dis« 
covering  any  tubercular  infiltration. 

II.-«DlSBA8B8  OF  THE  RbBPIBATOKT  OrGAKB. 

I  hare  but  little  to  offer  you  on  this  head.  On  the  2nd 
of  Sept.,  1846,  Mr.  Harrinson  read  the  case  of  a  man 
in  whom  he  had  found  great  distension  of  the  bronchial 
tubes.  He  had  been  treated  previously  for  phtbitit. 
The  long  was  in  a  state  of  cirrhosis.  Mr.  Harrinson 
then  gave  the  diagnotit  between  thit  disease  and 
phthisis,  and  pointed  out  why  it  could  not  be  the  latter. 

Swnroui  /fiiptre/jon.-*0n  the  4th  of  November, 
184$,  Dr.  Cowan  mentioiMd  the  case  of  a  girl,  aged 
19,  who,  after  a  fright,  was  teised  with  a  curious  kind 
of  soBOrouB  inspiration,  the  teat  of  which  appeared  to 
be  located  in  the  larynx.    It  occurred  regulariy  »U 
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R>gwii  ft  niUoMa.  M  sober  iiaMti»  wfaojvii 
i0Co4l«  Hotpiul  on  Juno  9,  1846^  with  iMvini  oC 
Um  potCerior  tibMl  artery.  His  coaoteMAee  was 
eaiioin ;  lie  bed  not  been  labjeet  to  gont  or  rbeuM- 
lisoit  nor  affected  with  sypbilia.     Some  little  tlae 


quite  healtbf.  Tbe  pericardinm  was  {ferfectly  ad- 
herent; tbe  heart  enoroioiialy  enlarged;  tbe  left 
cavities  eicessirely  dilated ;  the  right  rery  small ;  the 
arch  of  the  aorta  dilated.  The  aortic  vaUes  contained 
•ome  gritiy  dei)bsits,  and  were  patalons,  allowing 
regurgitation.  His  only  ailment  had  been  a  rhenmatlc 
gouty  affection  of  the  knuckles. 

Cyanosit.—On  the  5th  of  August,  1846,  Mr.  May 
presented  to  tbe  Society  the  heart  of  an  infant  who 
was  born  cyanotic.  A  few  days  after  birth  floridity 
was  somewhat  increased,  but  about  ihe  seventh  week 
the 


back,  while  carrying  a  load  of  milk,  be  feltaoi 

give  a  popying  aensatioo  in  the  calf  of  the  right  kg, 

foUoiwod  by  pain  and  iwelUng  of  tbe  part. 

,  ,Qn.v«dnis8ioa,  the  calf  of  the  leg  waa  found  to  be 

hard  and  swollen ;  pnlaatioo  was  fdt  owr  the  whole 

swsUing,  synohronous  with  the  heart.    The  aneariamal 

broit  was  very  distinct.    By  pieasare  on  tbe  fcttoial 

arii9  the  pulsation  was  oblitontsd,  sod  the  ssc  mnch 

AioMnishod  in  sice.     The  sopsrfictai  veins  weie  dii-. 

<en<M. 

•U  being  determined  to  tvsat  the  case  by  prenHve, 
this  was  applied  over  the  superficial  femonl  in  such 


d^,  bnrtenM  nc  night,  which  wonU  inspiy  that  it 
was  not  tpiml*  Blisiefs  to  the  nnpe  of  the  neck*- 
pogntives,  Ac,  had  prodneed  no  beneficial  inflnenee. 
It  wonid  appear  to  have  b«H  an  ^Mtical  oonstltntion 
of  tbe  larynx. 

IH.^.DLSf  ASKS  or  THK  Cwcv&ATiiro  Ststcm. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  tfaia  divlaion  our  materiala 
ere  not  ao  meagre  as  in  the  two  preceding  clasMS  of" 
disease. 

Hypertrvphied  Heart.'^^n  the  4th  of  November, 
184€,  Mr.  Harrhison  presented  a  heart,  which  he  had 
removed  a  week  ago  from  a  man  to  whom  he  was 
called  In  tbe  night,  but  tbe  patient  had  died  before 
he  could  reach  hfim.  He  had  always  enjoyed  good* 
health,  excepting  slight  dyspnoea  on  exertion.  On 
exaniining  the  chest  some  time  previously,  be  had 
found  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  so  excessive,  that  it' j  *  *^"*'"  •»  ^  diminUb,  withoot  intmnpting,  the 
shook  the  chair  whereon  the  paUent  sat.  There  was'  V^^  ®^  ***^®**-  Tl^^was  accomplished  by  means  of 
a  soft  *mi/  d€  wufflet  all  over  the  heart,  and  great  ^^  tourniquets,— vis.,  Sanctorini's,  and  a  modification 
regurgitation  in  the  vessels  of  the  neck.  He  diagnosed  ^^  ^''-  ^^^'^  "^«  *»y  ^^"^  ^^he  former  was  found 
obstruction  of  the  valves,  with  regurgttotion  probably  ^^  ""^^  ^^^"^  Pressure  was  also  made  occasionally 
through  both  the  aortic  and  mitral  waives.  **>"  '^*  ^""**  ^^  *^«  common  femoral  nrtery.    By 

On  examination  after  death,  the  longs  were  found    •^^^•tely  tightening  one,  and  then  the  other,  tour- 

niqaet,  thia  treatment  was  continned  without  any 
material  discomfort  until  tbe  28tb.  At  this  time  then 
appeared  a  decided  improvement  in .  the  eonditiott  of 
the  aneurism.  Compression  of  the  aclnry  was  now 
directed  to  be  made  more  continnooaly^  and  so  as 
completely  to  sC4>p  the  circulation  through  Ibenneurism. 
On  the  30tb  pounded  ice  was  also  applied  to  the 
tumour. 

On  July  2nd,  Mr.  May  states,  "  At  my  viait  this 
morning  I  found  that  he  had  passed  a  restless  night, 
with  alight  delirium ;  be  was  confused,  and  had  some 


....        ,      ^  Atiibsttltus.    Tongue  furred;  pulse  frequent  and  sharp* 

child  sank.    On  examining  the  heart,  the  fora-    n    u  •  T  ^    •      *u    j       u  . ;         j 

_  ,  ^      *  ,  .       .        I  H«  beeame  quiet  dunng  the  day,  but  towarda  oveotaf 

men  ovale  was  open ;   and,  as  was   usual  in  about    »^.  ^^\^\  .„.^^»^-..  »™  1^ jT^ 

half  of  these  cases,  the    pulmonary   arterial    vahieis 


were  coarcted  or  obstructed;  tbe  right  side  was 
hypertrophied,  evidently  from  an  effort  of  nature  to 
overcome  the  obstruction. 

This  interesting  case  may  be  said  to  confirm  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Craigie,  that  the  anatomical  cause  of 
tbe  o^en  foramen  ovale,  and  the  hypertrophy  of  the 
right  ventricle,  is  to  be  found  in  the  contraction  of  tbe 
pulmonary  artery,  and  that  the  open  foramen  ovale  is 
to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  safety  valve,  to  relieve 
the  impeded  pulmonary  circulation. 

That  the  open  foramen  ovale  is  not,  as  was  at  one. 
time  supposed,  the  cause  of  death,  is  proved  among 
other  instances  by  one  which  has  been  related  by  Dr. 
Spitta,  in  the  *'  Medico- Cbirurgical  Transactions"  for 
1846.  He  has  there  given  an  account  of  a  case  of 
cyanosis  of  40  years'  standing,  in  which  tbe  pulmonary 
artery  was  obstructed,  tbn  right  side  of  the  heart 
hypertrophied,  and  the  foramen  ovale  patulous. 


t^a  cerebral  aymptoma  were  more  pronounced;  ho 
became  unconscious,  and  the  respiration  mnch.oai- 
Uaifsssed.*' 

On  the  morning  of  the  3rd,  paralysis  of  the  left  side 
was  observed,  and  be  died  at  one  o'clock  p.m. 

Po9t'iHorteM,  Tbe  vessels  of  the  pin-mater  were 
much  engorged ;  both  ventricles  distended  with  dark 
fluid  blood.  There  was  a  large  coagulum  (one  and 
a  half  ounces,)  in  the  posterior  lobe  of  tbo  right 
heoHspbere.  Lungs  healthy;  pleura  adherent  at  thn 
apeg  ol  left  side;  a  chain  of  hardened  glands  were 
fbnnd  dipping  into  the  chest  under  the  first  left  rib. 
Heart :  tbe  edges  of  the  semilunar  valvea  and  opposng 
surfisoss  of  tbe  aorta  were  irregular,  thickened,  and 
contained  here  and  there  bony  deposit;  tbe  rest  of 
tbe  aoru  was  healthy.  The  femoral  arteries  were 
dSseaacd  alike,  bony  matter  being  deposited  in  each  from 
half  an  inch  below  the  profunda  to  their  termination. 
The  two  ends  of  tbe  ruptured  posterior  tibial  nrlsry 
coold  be  traced  into  tbe  anenrismnl  sac,  which  now 


.^nenmm.— It  is  hoped  4hat  the  interest  of  the- appealed  of  the  size  of  a  dock's  egg.  Itwasinsestodby 
following  case,  in  reference  to  tbe  treatment  of  the  deep  fascia,  end  the  posterior  tibial  nerw  was 
aneurism  by  compression,  wiU  plead  for  the  length  ,tni|selarstreCch«doverit«  Tbessooontainedtwo-yiifds 
at  which  it  is  reported.  of  firm  fibrin,  and  oneHhird  of  4srkooogohUndhhiod; 

On  the  8th'  of  July,  1846,  Mr.  Majr  pmsentod  tbeifibrin  was depoiited  at  tho  upper  or  enrdiac.sidn 
^•cinens  of  diseaaed  mmmh  «tai  Um  CHw^of  As  mc^  and  the  blood  M  the.lbver  or  dMbd;  ihn 


EBno0noffvraflmoitEj» 


w 


BOtUnioiled.  Th»m/tnf 
«M  laveli  iliKMed  both  above  «i4  beloir.  The  Umo^ 
•nl  ntuf'ut  the  portion  sobmitted  to  eomynmum 
^watflttteDod^aiidtbere  wm  sUg^t  oehyaKMit  of^^ 
iBMctes  of  the  thigh,  m  well  u  about  the  gaetracae- 
nioi  and  flolanc 

in  refeienoe  to  this  case,  Mr.  May  obeerved,  that  he 
had  no  doabt  bm  that  the  deposition  of  the  thrift  iMw 
theBMokoC  treatment,  ai  before  this  waacoamieiieed, 
the  laeeoald  be  eatq^ied.  The  afaape  of  the  depodt, 
the  huge  end  above  the  thi»  end,  tngtrtMi  njilbth* 
bhNMl  betoir,  was  a  feet  Of  the  greatest  ittportaace.  it 
shewed  that  the  hlood  probably  entered  from  betaW,- 
and  it  strongly  snggested  tiie  propriety  of  making  eeie* 
pression  in  that  situation.  This  peculiar  modificatiM 
in  disease  of  the  artery  was  noticed  by  Bieot,  who 
asserts  that  the  posterior  tibial  arteiy  and  the  cerebral 
arteriea  were  the  moat  liable  to  amnme  it.  Biiot  also 
asserts  the  symmetrical  occnrrenee  of  arterial  disease'tt» 
be  an  abeolate  law.  These  remarks  would  aeem'to^ 
receive  atrikiog  confirmation  fron^  this  interesting 
esse. 

Mr.  May  much  vsgretted  the  attempt  entirely  to 
stop  the  dreolation,  as  be  had  no  doubt  but  that  it 
-war  the  more  immediate  cause  of  the  patientfs  deeth. 
The  proper  object  of  the  treatment  was,  by  diminish- 
ing the  impetus,  to  give  time  for  the  separation  of 
fibrin  in  the  sac^  and  thua  to  obliterate  its  cavity. 
ilad  more  time  been  given  in  this  ease,  the  result 
would  probably  have  been  diflSerent.  Ugatnre  of  the 
arteiy  at  any  point  below  the  common  femoral  would 
have  failed  by  hamorrhage  in  consequence  of  its 
diseased  condition,  and  bad  a  ligature  been  placed  higher 
up,  ^tut  risk  of  mortification  would  have  been  incurred. 
Mr.  May  considered  that  the  case  told  strongly  in 
favour  of  compression,  if  conducted  in  a  mora  slow 
and  gradual  manner,  and  said  that  in  a  rimilar  case,  he 
would  apply  pressure  first  on  the  cardiac  side  of  the 
tnmMr,  and  afterwards  on  the  distal  also,  the  ob)ect 
being  to  diminish,  but  not  to  stop  the  current 
thronghit. 

In*  confirmation  of  the  practice  which  this  important 
case  has  induced  Mr.  May  to  recommend,  it  wiU  be 
remembered  that  in  the  twelve  cases  of  aneurism  cared 
by  compression,  which  were  related  to  the  Surgical 
Society  Ojf  Ireland,  by  Dr.  Bellingham,  and  of  which 
nine  were  popliteal  and  three  femoral,  the  femoral 
artery  could  be  traced  nearly  as  far  as  the  sac  of  the 
anenrism,  shewing  that  the  artery  was  not  cMiterafed 
at  the  point  of  compression.  Dr.  BelKngham  then 
atsled  that  the  compression  should  not  be  carried  so 
far  as  completely  to  intercept  the  circuhition,  as  the 
consolidation  of  the  aneurism  would  be  more  quickly 
effected  by  allowing  a  feeble  current  to  pass  through 
the  sae  of  the  aneurism. 

Buirumeni  four  ih§  TVHUnteni  qf  Anemiim  by 
Cbrnp'om'tfH,— While  on  the  treatment  of  aneurism  by 
compfcMfen,  I  •  may  mention  that  on  the'  2od  Of- 
SeplMBher,  1846,  Mr.  F.  Bnlley  exhiUled  to  the  Society 
the  model  of  a  vety  clever  iustmment,  which  he  hiMl  > 
ieoc«tlsr  inwBied  for  this  purpose.  As  a  drawing  of 
this^hmunment,  with  a  description  of  imwsehae  boea 
•Inidy  pMWMd  in  the  MMkti  Thm,  U  m9i  U 


suAdenttoremarfeim  Mr^piaee,  that  IM  immttiam. 
reeelviBd  the  nnanl^mas  approeal  of  the  Society. 

Ammntwmi  FerKr.^On  the  30th  of  Septesshee,. 
}d46^  Mr.Hairittsanpreeentsdadmwk^ofMiaatt* 
riamalvaris.  When  the  subject  of  it  waa  thm  yeen 
old,  another  child  threw  a  sharp  knife  aH  her,  which 
struck  the  temple.  The  mother  wltMraw  the  knifs;  a 
tittle  blood  followed,  and  aoow after aswellingjappeared^ 
which  is  now  daily  iiHScaaing.  A  bruit  of  a  very 
inteaaa  chaswsmr  is  heard  on  applying  the  otethosoope 
l»4l*  Mr.  Hanittson  diagnoeed  it  to  be  acase  of  aneu- 
rismai  varix,  and  presumed  that  the  knife  had  transftyed 
the  vein,  ami  wounded  the  temporal  nrtery,  and  that 
the  two  now  comnonicated  with  each  other.  It  asight 
^  treated  by  pressure,  ligature,  or  electro-puncture. 

AnmarUm  ^  iht  ilorte.— On  the  28th  of  April,  1847^ 
Mr.  Day  presented  an  inlercsting  specimen  of  anenrian 
of,  the  aorta,  with  the  following  history.  He  wae 
ittf  adiog  Mrs.  A.,  aged  40 ;  she  had  been  a  strong 
active  woman  till  eight  months  ago,  when  her  health 
first  began  to  fail  s  had  been  nmrried  twenty  yean,  and 
had  one  child  nineteen  years  old.  She  complained 
of  pain  and  diflicnity  in  swallowing,  requiring  fluids  to 
accomplish  it,  with  severe  pains  in  both  shoulders,  and 
a  short  hacking  cough  ;  but  aha  had  nO  severe  congh 
indicative  of  disease^  lung.  He  considered  her  com- 
plaints nervous,  and  treated  her  accordingly.  Her 
chest  was  not  examined.  One  day  while  eating  her 
dinner,  a  quantity  of  blood  gushed  from  her  mouth, 
aoid  she  instontly  died. 

Pati'mortem,  &  few  hours  after  death.  Present  ;l 
Mr.  Harrinson.  Pharynx,  bronchi,  &c.,  filled  with 
hlood;  lungs  reaMdrfcably  healthy.  On  turning  out 
the  left  lung  and  examining  the  aorta,  a  dilatation  o£ 
considerable  sice— an  aneurism— was  seen  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  descending  aorta,  after  giving  off  the 
left  Bttbclarian  artery.  The  aneurism  was  intimately 
adherent  to  the  bodies  of  the  third  and  fourth  dorsal 
vertebra,  which  were  carious  and  indented.  On 
carefully  laying  open  the  oesophagus  posteriorly^ 
an  opening  was  seen  on  its  anterior  aspect,  large 
enough  to  admit  a  finger,  and  irregular  in  ahape^ 
communicating  with  the  aneurismal  sac,  through  its 
posterior  wall.  It  waa  the  estoblishment  of  this  com- 
munication that  had  given  rise  to  the  haeoiorrhage,  so 
sudden  and  so  fatal.  Heart  small ;  valves  healthy  ; 
the  annrismal  sac  was  lined  by  some  layers  of  fibrin. 
The  rest  of  the  aorte  and  the  laige  vessels  were 
apparently  free  from  disease.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  the  left  vertebral  artery  arose  from  the  aorta 
between  the  carotid  and  the  subclavian.  Stomach 
much  distended,  reaching  nearly  to  the  pubes;  it  con- 
tained three  or  four  pounds  of  blood ;  the  intestittea 
were  also  filled  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  with  blood. 
Left  kidney  large ;  right  small ;  both  mottled ;  bladder 
remarkably  contracted.  Uteras  larger  than  normal; 
left  ovary  as  large  as  an  orange,  forming  a  rimple  sac» 
^ntaintog  fluid  |  right  ovary  begKnaiag  to  degenerata 
in  a  siaiilar  amaaer.  Liver  sbuUI»  contracted,  hard; 
gali^hladdsr  confined  and  aeariy  oUttarated  byfirsa 
adhesien%  which  were  ansseroas  oa  the  iafcfior  sarfaoa 
ofthaliiw.  ft  waa  iatiiailinf  to  aote  the  coaditioaeC 
tli^t<>riaiiyptadptwiacoBaaetipawithhtgMiteiy. 


d€9 


RETRamcnii^fi  ^abdiie9«* 


as 


Mr.  Hmrinmk  thta  itfcfN*  to  Ihe  diacaMif  of 
1— KfiwMqfthtiwiwidMgMid  <giMtli>g  aoru,  b 
lh«  lnnBOTV  tt«  triebct  bcmg  involfidk  tyhoaUwoild 

^reMBd  oii^dyvflngU  would  be  the  pwmipeiii  lyiMFtoait 
•i  iv  llif  cafe  just  related.  ^ 

TUe  ceie  sbcwe  the  aeeenity  of  eietciaiaf  greet 
eeutieB  an  the  use  of  the  .prohesg  in  jneteiifiee  of 
dyephaihi^  Had  that  instsDaept  been  ucd  in  the 
pretest  netaace,  there  is  little  donht  that  a  faMdjresuU 
nonld  have  ioNBedbtely  followed .  ita  .applicatioib  Iin4 
tgnoraace  night  have  attribnted  death  to  the  aanipa- 
latioii  of  the  toifeoB. 

k 

IV. — ^DiBXAiBS  oXhThi  Dioxstivb  System. 


Atuit  GtouHit,  PktayngUii,  ^g.^Ott  the  2nd  of 
September,  1S46«  yonr  reporter  nentioood  the  ptfo.of 
a  yonng  lady,  to  whom  he  had  been  oalledt  who  lud 
daring  en*  hysterical  fit  swallowed  an  pence  of  pure 
spirit  of  hartshorn.  Violent  inflammation  of  the 
tongae  apd  faaoes  followed.  She  was  unable  to 
swallow  lemonade,  but  managed  to  take  aome  iced 
water,  by  holding  the  ice  in  her  month,  which  eridently 
relieved  her  distressing  qrai-ptonis.  Leeches  were 
applied  to  the.eztemal  fauces,  and.  aperient  enemata 
adminiscered,.  and  after  a  few  days  she  perfec^y 
recoviered. . 

ConmUtiimt  and  Death  tfttr  over-feed'mg  in  a  Child, 
.—It.  may  be  doubted  whether  the  following  case 
should  stand  where  it  does,  or  should  bare  been 
arranged  among  the  diaesses  of  the  nenro.us  system. 
Oo  the  3rd  of  March,  1847,  Mr^  Harrinson  related  a 
case  Jwhich  had  occurred  to  him  about  a  month  pre- 
viously. It  was  that  of  a  child,  three  years  of  age,  who 
after  being  feasted  on  the  anniverMry  of  its  birth-day, 
became  sick  in  the  evening,  with  slight  paralysis  of 
one  side.  On  the  following  evening  when  he  saw  it, 
there  had  been  violent  convulsions.  Supposing  it  to 
"be  a  case  of  indigestion  from  over-loaded  stomach,  be 
prescribed  calopiel  and  jalap,  which  operated  freely. 
The  child,  however,  passed  a  restless  night,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  found  it  moribund,  with  profuse  per- 
spiration of  the  head  and  face.  No  examination  of 
the  body  was  allowed,  and  Mr.  Harrinson.  doubted 
whether,  the  symptoms  were  attributable  to  the  stomach 
or  head. 

In  .reference  to  this  case.  Dr.  Woodhouse  mentioned 
that  of  a  girl,  which  had  been  reported  to  him  fay  a 
medical  friend,  where  after  a  hearty  meal  of  cold  beef 
and  carrots,  coma  supervened.  Bleeding,  cupping,  &c., 
were  used  without  benefit.  His  friend  suggested  the 
exhibition  of  ao  emetic,  which,  instantly  restored  her 
to  conscioasaess. 

Parfartttian,  ^f  f  As  ^f  onmcA.— On  the  3rd  of  March, 
1847,  Mr.  J.  Workman  exhibited  an  ulce^ted  stomach, 
and  gave  the  following  outline  of  the  case.  He  was 
called  in  great  haste  to  a  female,  whom  he  found  lying 
before  the  fire  complaining  of  great  pain  over  the  opi« 
gastric  region.  He  administered  some  anodynes,  hat 
ea  the  aext  day.  found  that  ao  improvement  had  taken 
place.  She  giadnally  sank  la  thirty-six  hoars.  Upon 
namiaation  he  fooad  the  ahdoawa  filled  with  offased 
Mrttco.   Than  wu  a  laige  ulowaied  opentngi  with 


thiekeaad  o4geo^  in  the  lesser  canratare  of  tlj^  stoa!ifwh.P 
He  kaew  aothiag  of  the  previous  history  of  the  csie^ 
bat. understood, she  had  been  an  out-patient  at  the 
hiMpita)*  complltining  of  an  affection  of  the  stomach 
sadheart. 

It  ia  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Workmaa  wa^^ 
owiag  to  cJrcamstances,  unable  to  furnish  the  Socie^ 
with  more  accurate  data  of  this  case.  It  would  here 
1^09^  jf^t^'^^of  ^  know  whether  it  confirmed  the 
opinion  at  which  Mr.  Crisp  has  arrived,  "  that  uterine 
derangement  ii^  in  the  majority  of  .cases,  the  predis« 
posing  cause  of  this  alTectioo."  Unfortunately,  how« 
ever,  the  age  of  the  aubject  is  not  stated,  and  we  are, 
therefore,  unable  in  the  present  instance,  to  connect  the 
dji^Ms^  with  the  period  of  the  catamenis.  It  will  be 
oj^served  that  the  perforation  was  situated  in  the  lesser 
cnrra^iye  of  the  stomach,  which  is  almost  always  the 
ppint  of  election  where  females  fall  victims  to  this 
fiaarfpl  ,fUsorder.  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have 
i^scertained  that  her  age  was  about  45. 

*  Vwfomtkm  ftfthM  Dnm,'^On  the  2ad  of  Sopleiabar, 
1946,  Mr.  Walford  preseoted  a  porcioa  of  the  ileum  of 
a  man  aged  2S,  who  was  seised  io  theaight  wilhTioIeat 
pain  in  the  bowels.  He  lived  from  the  ^th  to  the 
27th,  (forty-eight  hoars.)  '  A  perforation  of  the  bowel 
was  suspected,  and  on  examination  after  death,  the 
iimm  was  found  to  be  ulcerated,  an  alcar  at  one  point 
opening  into  the  peritoneal  cavi^«  The-  coats  of  the 
iatestiao  were  thickeaed,  and  traces  of  peritoneal 
iaIiammatioB  were  discovered.  Mr.  Walford  bad  aot 
attended  the  patient  previously,  but  learnt  from  hie 
wi£e  that  he  had  never  been  well  since  an  illness  he 
experienced  in  February  last,  the  nature  of  which  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  made  out. 

Mr.  May  remarked  that  these  cases  generally  occur- 
red in  connection  with  tubercles  or  typhus  fever.  This 
Was  the  rule ;  their  occurrence,  independently  of  these 
complications,  was  the  exception. 

^  Congenital  Contraction  qftheJnieetinee. — On  the  3rd 
of  Febraary,  1847,  Mr.  Harrinson  presented  the  intes- 
tines of  a  child,  apparently  healthy  when  bom,  but 
who  soon  began  to  decline  in  strength,  and  to  vomit. 
He  examined  the  anus  and  rectum,  and  found  it  per- 
vious for  two  inches,  but  above  that  point  he  could 
pass  no  instrument.  Vomiting  of  the  meconium 
continued,  with  inability  to  retain  the  milk  it  sucked, 
or  any  other  fluid  on  the  stomach,  and  it  gradually  aaok* 
with^U  the  appearance  of  strangulated  or  obstructed 
bowels. 

On  examining  the  abdomen  the  intestines  presented 
the  foUowiog  curious  appearance  -.—The  upper  por« 
tion  of. the  jejaoam.waa  coatracted,  this  ooatraction 
gradaally  extended  along  the  ileum  and  colon,  until  it 
ended  ia  the  rectam  ia  aa  almost  perfect  cul  de  sec* 

Mr.  HarnasoaTegrttted  iha  t  he  had  aot  pet'saaered  in. 
the  aae  of  eoemata,  as  tbey  might  possibly  have 
tefldcNI  ihe  reciam*    He.  did  aot  coasider.  the 
tractioaas  patbotogiealy  bataaphysiological; 
toiio'dae  to  d  waat  of  seoreted  amtter  to  pasadow** 
wards*  and  he  regretted  that  he  had  ao6  axaariaod  Ifaa 
liver»ori  ariaoialf ,  to  AMirtaift  if  there  wmi  a  proper 
Kcittioaaf  bik. 


KBTkOSnxfttn  ABDRUS. 
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bancmr  nf  M#  r«eiim.— On  th6  2Dd  of  September, 
1846,  Mr.  Hftmiifoii  read  a  case  of  cancer  of  tbe 
cncunr,  accompaajed  #ith  obttmction  of  the  bowels, 
in  wbicb  tbe  small  intestittea  were  found  distended  with 
llatns,  tbo  colon  empty,  and  mocb  contracted.  The 
caBcam  was  found  to  be  enveloped  in  a  mass  of  cancer- 
ous matter,  larger  than  a  man's  fist,  witU  an  adherent 
aodole  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  connected  at  its  upper 
part  with  tbe  lower  edge  of  the  lirer.  Small  masses  of 
similar  deposit  were  alto  obserred  scattered  through 
the  mesentery,  omentum,  on  the  snrfsce  of  the  liver, 
and  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  One  of  a  larger  sise 
half  surrounded  tbe  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colbb;  The 
internal  stroctnre  of  the  liver,  kidneys,  stomach,  Se.^ 
was  apparently  healthy.  On  examining  the  ctfcttm 
the  termination  of  the  ileum  was  greatly  diUted,  and 
distended  with  feces.  The  ileo-colic  valve  was  per- 
fect, but  much  bypertrophied  and  elongated,  extending 
into  the  csieal  cavity,  like  an  elongated  cervix  uteri. 
On  laying  open  tbe  cacnm,  it  presented  a  large  irregn^ 
far  nkeraled' cavity,  with  the  valla  from  a  (yiarter  of 
«n  ineh  to  one  inch  in  thickness,  and  containing  masses 
In  a  state  of  separation  or  mortification,  and  of 
'OXt rente  fsstor* 

Two  questions  arose  in  this  case  as  to  the  cause  of 
tlie  obstnicfion,-^lst;,  as  to  whether  it  was  tecal  or 
tnechanical ;  2nd.,  as  to  the  seat  of  the  obstroethm. 
The  Anther  th^  obstruction  is  from  the  pylonis,  the 
less  is  the  pain  and  tbe  vomiting.  As  these  weie  not 
tnery  great,  the  inference  was,  that  it  was  lesr  down. 
The  great  disteosioh  also  proved  this.  Another  cir* 
cnmstance  which  indicates  the  seat«f  the  obstruction, 
is  the  effect  on  the  urine ;  when  it  in  seated  Ugh  vp, 
the  urine  is  more  or  less  suppressed ;  when  low  down, 
it  is  not  affected.  Speedy  or  tardy  ooUapse  also  fol- 
lows the  same  rule. 

'  In  tbe  conversation  which  ensued  upon  this  ease,  Mr. 
May  mentioned  that  in  cases  of  obstruction  ho  had 
found  the  best  treatment  to  consist  of  enemata  ;  if, 
after  their  exhibition,  there  was  no  improvement,  be 
had  recourse  to  opium,  with  leeches  and  poultices.  He 
considered  tbe  virtue  of  the  opium  consisted  in  restrain- 
ing the  peristaltic  action  of  tbe  intestine,  and  quieting 
the  system,  and  be  believed  we  were  generally  in  error 
as  to  the  necessity  of  emptj-ing  tbe  bowels,  for  that  the 
retention  of  fscal  matter  for  a  longer  time  than  usual, 
waa  of  no  great  detriment. 

Stcmdttnf  Comer  of  thi  jLteer.— On  the  30th  of 

September,  1846,  Mr.  May  presented  a  portion  of  the 

liver  which  he  had  taken  from  a  lady  who  died  two 

days  previously.    He  gave  tbe  following  history  of  her 

•case : — She  had  not  borne  a  child  for  ten  years,  when 

nhe  became  pregnant  about  two  years  ago.    At  the 

beginning  of  her  pregnancy  she  came  to  him  for  an 

•ffectionol  the  mamma,  which  he  found  to  be  scirrhus. 

It  waa  treated  irith  palliatives.    She  went  through  her 

pregnancy  well,  got  through  her  labour  easi^^and 

'  «onaini|ed  to  e^ioy  tolerable  health  for  some  tii^e.  She 

then  began  to  comptein  of  pain  in  the  back,  and.was 

wnable  to  tide  on  horsehack,  and  tidce  her  n^nal  exer^ 

•«isn.    Sbelwcnme  eoMciitodi  •ah-jfoadifiMlr  Md  the 

^igQljcctof  aicitei.  ^  .^ 


Upon  examiuatioa  af tttr  death  the  Kivr  wee  fboid  to 
beveiy  much  enlarged^  and  having  a  ■iotwiiaied»^  jiear^ 
ance.  Upon  cutting  into  the  loboles,  th^  were  Ibnai 
to  ctmtiin  iodides  of  acfailMMV  deposits  Thtfintomal 
straetttfe  of  tbnliver  was  alsohardeaedy  and.p«(€ik  thtt 
character  of  cirrhosis.  Mr.  Mayreasarked  that.Dr* 
Wdiha  does  not  exactly^de8crib6  this  form^of  the;dis« 
ease,  and  says  that  cirrhosis  and  cancer  do  not  fU^tUf 
aceompaiiy  each  other.  But  he  (Mr.  May,)  did  wK|  aen 
why  they  might  not  co*edst  These  were  about  three 
galloos  of  8ero*pnruIent  fluid  in  the  abdomen.  Thn 
kidneys  and  uterus  were  healthy;  the  mammA  wan 
scirrhous,  confirming  the  curious  fact  that  where  cancer 
is  found  in  the  breast,  it  does  not  affect  the  uterue,  aUd 
eiiee  vena.  There  was  some  fluid  in  the  chest,  and  the 
apices  of  both  lungs  fPtre  occupied  with  caQCeroos 
infiltration  to  a  amall  extent.  £ome  of  the  deposit 
taken  from  the  liver,  shewed  .under  the  microscope 
several  nucleated  cells^  floating  around  laige  globnles 
of  fat. 

Enlarged  8pleen,'^On  tte  2nd  of  December,  IMS, 
Mr.  Harrinson  presented  part  of  the  lungs,  liver, .  and 
an  enormous  spleen,  removed  from  a  gent&eman,  aged 
67,  a  native  of  Lincolushfre,  where  he  bad  ague.  Ho 
had  left  that  county,  1io#ever,  at  18  years  of  age.  He 
was  of  active  habits,  4nd  his  general  health'  had  heea 
remarkably  good ;  it  had,  however,  been  failing  fdrthft 
last  twelve'  months.  His  great '  complaint  was  paia 
across  tbe  stomach,  and  constipation.  He  never  had 
sickness,  vomiting,  or  spasms.  While  much  as  usual 
he  was  seized  with  a  violent  rigor,  and  quickly  after- 
wards became  partially  insensible.  Next  day  he  was 
found  to  be  jaundiced,  alternating  between  a  stitte  o£ 
coma  and  muttering  delirinm,  with  a  dry  skin,  feeUe 
pulse,  and  troublesome  Coegfa. '  The  abdomen  on 
examination,  was  found  much  distended,  liver  enlarged, 
and  in  the  left  bypochondrium  a  tumour,  part  of  which 
from  its  prominence  could  be  laid  hold  of  by  the  hand. 
He  continued  in' much  the  same  state,  with  intervals 
of  partial  coherence,  for  sex  days,  when  he  died. 

Pot/-«iorf «m.-^Lttng8  much'  loaded  with  melanotic 
deporit;  slight  adbestons,  with  a  small  deposit  of 
doabtfol  adventitious  tissue,  at  the  base  of  each  lung; 
liver  large,  witti  two  or  three  slight  portions,  offering  a 
mother-of-pearl  ap'pearahce;  stomach  adherent  above 
to  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  and  behind  extensively  to  a  largo 
mass  of  scirrhous  deposit,  lying  on  the  spine  and 
around  the  aorta;  spleen  enormously  enlai^ed,  and 
proving  to  have  formed  the  tomour which  had.bee& 
observed  in  tbe  left  bypochondriom  during  life. 

In  this  case  the  enormous  vnlai^gement  of  tbe  spleea 
is  curious,  when  viewed  in  connection  with  the  ague 
from  which  the  patient  suffered  in  early  life,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  M.  Piorry  has  ascribed  the  pnthologj; 
of  ague  to  enlargement  of  that  visous. 

(2V^eeiiriwiMd.>. 
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REPORT  OF  A  CASE  OF  OVARIAN  DROPSY 
SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED,  WITH  REMARKS. 

By  Tboxab  HuMTy  M.R.C.^.£.,  Heme  Bay* 

Kncyitad  dropiy  is  t  diteate  for  which  do  KiinUe 
nan  would  piwcribe  an  ttnifomi  method  of  trcatnMnt 
ia  e?ery  caae.  The  cirenmstaaeea  under  which  il 
ocean  are  to  Tarioai^  Aat  the  modern  coatrovetty 
concerning  extirpation,  and  other  modes  of  arrestinyj 
Its  course,  might  be  rednced  to  a  much  smaller  compass 
than  it  now  occupies,  if  every  writer  would  confine 
his  oBsenrations  to  certain  m  Bribed  peculiarilies  of  any 
indiridual  case,  instead  of  presuming  to  contend  for 
any  general  method  of  treatment,  as  adapted  to  aU, 


or  even  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  met  wUha  hw9dx  the  ahdomen  h  decreased'Sn  size  rtiOUl'two 


in  practice. 

The  treatment  recently  advocated  (though  not 
originated,)  by  Mir.  J.  B.  Brown,  of  PaddHigton,  con* 
sisting  of  prewnre,  mercurials,  diuretics,  and  tapping, 
appeared  in  the  first  instance  renmdcably  auocemfiil; 
but  it  has  notoriously  failed  in  one  or.  two  inatsBoel» 
and  has  been  attended  with  extreme  danger  ia  othen. 
His  cases  are,  however,  full  of  practical  interest  and 
instructkn.  The  treatment  of  the  following  case  was 
detailed  in  the  LantH,  January  24th,  1846,  and  its 
sequel  up  to  the  present  time  is  satisfactory.  The 
leading  particulars  are  as  follows  i«<-  ^ 


inches.    Discontinue  the  mercury. 

30th.  The  mouth  continues  excessively  tfore ;  ttie 
aoft  palate  b  extensively,  but  supei^Cially,  ulcersted ; 
t^^tOngue  can  scarcely  be  protruded,  and  the  saliva- 
tion is  unabated;  flow  of  urine  stHI  copio^;  the 
stoiMMli  rejects  all  uK^ichie,  exceptan  oiccaaional'dose 
of  aperient  pills;  the-menses  haveappea^d  at  the  end 
of  a  fortnight  fh>m  the  last  period;  the  abdomen 
measures  less  by  three  inches  than  at  the  beginning  of 
the  treatm^t.    Milk  diet  ordered. 

November  4tb.  The  soreness  of  the  mouth  is  begin- 
Bning  ta  amend  slowly.    Urine  smalVnr  in  quantity  kince 
The  patient,  Mrs:  F.,  aged  30,  a  healthy  Mkhjitc^f  ^tbe  diuretics  have  been  rejected,  %hlefa  has  happened 


was  delivered  of  her  fourth  child  in-  the  monlh  of 
January,  1811,  and  on  this  occasion  the  nature  of  the 
tnm6ur  was  first  demonstrated.  She  was  then  residing 
aft  Ingatestone,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  Butler,  who  attended 
her,  gave  her  subsequenUgp.the  following  memorandsaa- 
in  writing  :- 

'  "  In  Mrs.  Ps  last  confinement,  the  progress  of  ^he 
head  of  (be  child  was  much  impeded  by  a  tumour  in 
the'  fe^to-vaginal  septum.  After  some  difficolty  \ 
delivered  her  with  the  forceps.  I  merely  write  this^ 
to  'sanction  the  puncture  of  the  tnroour,  if  it'  be^ 
necessary,  at  any*  future  time,  as  it  has  increued 
considerably,  by  the  testitnony  of  the  gentleman 
who  attended  her  previously,  and  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted. 

*  **C.   H.  BUTLXR. 

'Magatestdne,  Jan.  1, 1841 ." 

*  Her  previous  labours  .had  been  difficult,  and  the 
tumoui*  1(ad  probably  existed  for  several  years.  He 
subsequently  observed  an  enlargement  on  the  left 
side  of  the  abdomen.  In  the  autumn' of  1843,  proviuR 
again  pregnant,  she  consulted  Dr.  Blundell,  who  is 
aai^'tO'haVCi  advised  her  then  medical  attendant  to 
have  recourse  to  premature  delivery.  This  was 
accomplished  in  'the  sixth  month  of  utero-gestation. 
Troih  this  time  the  abdominal  tumour  increased  more 
rapidly.  In  the  autumn  of  1845  she  placed  herself 
under  my  care. 

October  15, 1845.  Tb'(6  abdomen  measures  thirty- 
four  inches  ;  parietes  vfery  thin ;  umbilicus  prominent; 
fluctuation  very  distinct;  health  moderately  good; 
menstruation  regular.  The  os  uteri  is  slightly  tumid, 
and  has  rather  more  seniibility  than  usual,  but  presents 
ao  iadicatioa  of  disease.  She  has  the  appearance  of 
a  woman  ia  the  Mventh  moath  of  pregnaacy. 


22nd.  The  abdomen  was  tightly  bound  with  a  flannel 
bandage,  which  was  renewed  night  and  mOTuing.  One 
drachm  of  the  strong  mercurial  ointment  #hs  directed 
to  be  rubbed  into  the  abdomen  every  night,  a  diuretic 
mixture  ordered  to  be  faken  twice  a  dey,  and  three 
grains  of  blue  pill  night  and  morning. 

24th.  The  diuretic  having  produced  vomiting,  the 
medicine  was  adntinisthied  id  the  effervescing  form. 
BUMad  great 'uneasiness  in  the  ch^t  from  the  tight- 
neis  of  the  bandage. 

28th.  She  complains  of  vomiting,  and  pain  in  the 
laws.  The  gums  and  throat  are  veiy  sore,  and  a  copious 
sailhtti6n  has  iet  in.  The  quantity  of  urine  passed 
^^le  kst  three  days  exceeds  that  of  the  fluid  swal- 


ia  every  form  of  their  administration. 

lUhw  Improving  fn  health;  is  able  to  take  more 
noaririimeat;  sicfetioo  of  the  kidneys  diminished; 
boWeis  costive;  the  abdomen,  having  previously 
measurad  less- by  three  inofaes  and  a  half,  is  ao^  some- 
what iacreased  iatiae.  -The  bandage  has  been  con- 
stantly appliedtl^ar  cannot  bebOrne  very  tight.  Ordered 
aldose  i>f  aperient  pills. 

,  .12th.  The  cyst  was*  tapped  by  Mr.  Browft  la  my 
presence,  and  nearly  nine  pints  of  fluid  Were  draWn  off. 
It  was  ..almost  as  clear  as  water,  and  as  colburl^ss. 
When  treated  with  nitric  acid,  at  a  high'temperatore> 
it!exhibited  a  slif^t  albnminoas  clOud,  scarcely  visible 
at  the  tisse,  bat  distinctly  precipitated  on  the  following 
J  morqiag.  >  She  bore  the  operatioa without  fainting,  and 
was  put;  to  bed,  tightly  bound  with  a  flannel  bandage, 
a  book,  enveloped  in  napkins,  being  applied  to  the 
uipbilical  and  pubic  regions,  as  a  compress. 

Z3th.  She  has  had  a  tolerable  night,  but  complstns 
of .  headach.  She  has  passed  fiae  pints  and  four  ounces 
of  Marine  since  the  cytt  was  tapped,' and  has  taken  only 
a  pint  and  a  half  of  Huid.  The  bowelr  tong  cMUvei 
a  dose  of  aperient  pills  was  ordered,  afld  some*  gia- 
and-water.  ' 

14tb;  The  pills  excited  vomiting,  but  have  sctM  on 
the  bowels.  Complains  of  the  comers  of  the  book 
hurting  the  ribs  and  hips.  A  large  toilet  pin-cukbioa 
was  substituted,  and  the  bandage  re-appKed.  She  has 
nearly  lost  her  appetite,  feels  weak,  and  is  'tfisti^ssed 
with  flatulency.    Ordered  a  glass  or  two  of  wine: 

15th,  mh,  and  17th.  Has  been  coasttatly  h&ftasstf ' 
with  flatus;  when  the  bandage  is  withdrawn  the 
eructates  an  immense  quantity  of  gas.  Ufitoe  1d»out 
eqnal^to  the  fluids  taken.  *     * 

tm^  Appelite*eBtirely  gfmti  fltit  ku  alepi.  bvT 
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Ihtle  i  ii  mvfih  depre^ieii  in  spirits ;  pult^  120 ; 
hati  abdoi^naotmewliatteoder;  urine  tcaiity;  bowylf 
coitife.  A  cathartic  pill  was  ordered^  and  an  effar* 
vescing  drangbt  ereiy  foarth  iiour. 

I9th.  Better  to-day ;  ikin  cool ;  pulse  weak  «nd 
•lower  i  complains  of  noiaes  in  th^  head ;  has  dmnk 
•boot  a  quart  of  fluid»  and  passed  less  than  thatqua*- 
City  of  urine;  the  bowels  hare  been  freely  relieved* 
An  attempt  was  now  made  to  resume  the  mercuriala 
nad. dinreUcs»  b^t  it  waa/ound  impossible topecseisif. 
The  stomach  becaiiie  excessively  irritable* 

24tli.  It  is  proper  to  meptioo  that»abo|it  three  wceloi 
4ifo^  Ojne  of  her  children  retumsd  from  a  visil  |o  town, 
with  slight -ferer,  (synocha^  since  that  time  a  r  second 
and  third  child  have  drpoped  with  a  similar  febrile 
affection,  and  during  the  last  week  the  mother  has  eri- 
dent^  been  suffering  from  ihis  cause.  She  has  had  a 
hot  skin»  rapid  pulse,  pain  in  ihe  bead  at  first,  then 
noises  and  deafness.  She  has  also  been  perpetually 
retching.  An  aperient  pill  waa  prescribed,  the  bowels 
being  coi^sUpated,  andefferrescipg  medicines  at  short 
dntervals. 

25th.  She  has  been  delirious  in  the  night,  sitting 
«p  and  singing.  She  is  Tomitiog  green  bile.  Pulse 
125, weak}  eyesglas^;  manner  excited.    Blister  to 


3rd.  Decidedly  better;  has  slept  well.  A  fortnight 
has  now  elapsed  since  the  first  accession  of  fever,  and 
it  seems  to  hare  arrived  at  a  crisis. 

M.  ^be  has  oontinned  finctuating,  but  gaining 
gronnd.  The  persplntioDs  have  frequently  returnad, 
and  likewise  the  ernctitioos  and  vomiting,  whick 
nothing,  would  permanently  relieve  bnt  the  removal  ^ 
the  bandage.  It  has  accordingly  been  abandoned* 
and  her  stomach  has  become  very  comfortable.  She 
takes  nourishment  in  small  quantities.  Pulse  90; 
urine  scanty;  skin  soft  bnt  no  disposition  to  profuse 
perspiration.  There  is  no  perceptible  tumour  in  the 
abdomen,  the  muscles  of  which  are  so  relaxed  and 
atsenoated  that  the  presence  of  a  tumour,  if  it  existed, 
could  scarcely  escape  observation. 
.  January.  7,  1846.  She  has  now  a  good  appetite, 
and  is  gradually  regaining  her  strength,  but  still  totters 
i|s  she  walks,  and  complains  of  confused  noises  in  her 
head.  The  secretion  of  urine  is  normal,  and  there  is 
a  slight  cedema  of  the  feet  towards  evening,  but  not 
move  than  frequently  occurs  upon  fint  sitting  up 
afler  a  long  illness.  She  has  recovered  her  hearing 
and  is  in  good  spirits.  The  abdomen  is  flat  and  no 
vestiges  of  any  tumour  are  discoverable. 

April  28,   1847.     The  patient  kas  continued  in 


the  huk  of  the  neck.    Opiuo^  and  calomel,  a  grain .  ugpod  health  during  the  last  fifteen  months,  and  she 


of  each,  relieved  the  romiling,  and  she  was  better  in , 
the  evening. 

26th.  She  has  bad  a  restless  night,  but  no  delirioat ; 
the  vomiting  continues.  She  is  much  dejected;  says 
she  has  been  doing  nothing  but  vomit  for4i  fortnight, 
and  cannot  bear  it  much  longer.  She  complains  of 
^istr^nsing  thirst,  and  thumping  noises  in  the  head, 
but  no  .pain.  Pulse  120,  weak;  features  sunken ;  skin 
moist,  but  hot.  The  vomiting  was  by  degrees  coo^ 
.trolled  by  repeated  doses  of  creasote. 

27lh.  Somewhat  better.  Complains  much  of  the 
beat  of  the  flannel  bandage.  A  linen  towel  tightly 
ginned  round  the  pelvis  was  substituted.  A  cold  Jotioa 
was  applied  to  the  head,  and  the  hair  taken  off. 

DcceUfber  1st.  There  bas  been  some  improvement 
€or  a  day  or  two,  but  she  is  worse  to-day.  Has  slept 
snncb*  and  is  now  (eleven  a.m.)  in  a  copious  perspira- 
tion, but  is  again  vomiting  a  dark  green  fluid.  The 
creasote  to  be  repeated  every  fourth  hour. 

Evening :  No  vomitiag,  but  nausea  and  eructations. 
Folse  120,very  laehle ;  countenance  hippocratic«  The 
monnng  parspiratiott  having  been  exceasiyely  oopions 
for  aboiittwo  honrsi  was  sneeeeded  by  general  coldness. 
Sht  if  now  hot  and  dry.  The  tongue  has  presented  an 
appearanee  throughout  remarkably  normal.  The 
creasote  to  be  continued,  and  a  little  brandy-and-water 
occasionally.    • 

2nd.  She  has  slept  a  little ;  has  bad  no  return  of 


waa  delivered  of  a  full-grown  male  child  on  the  4tk 
of  this  month,  after  a  natural  and  easy  labour,  having 
never  prerionsly  had  an  easy  labour  at  the  fall  period. 
A  lew  days  after  her  delivery,  a  careful  examinatioa 
of  the  abdomen  discovered  no  tumour,  except  the 
contracted  uterus  in  its  proper  position.  In  all 
proI)ability,  therefore,  the  disease  is  cured. 

It  is  now  sufficiently  established  that  many  cases  o£ 
unilocular  dropsy  will  yi^ld  to  these  four  remedies 
cdnjointly,  not  however,  as  it  would  appear  froos  this 
base  and  others  published  by  Mr.  Brown,  without 
seme  degree  of  inconvenience  and  danger. 

The  next  question  for  experimental  enquiry  is,--caa 
this  practice  be  so  modified  as  to  avoid  the  objections 
attending  it.  These  objections  are  chiefly,— the  dangers 
attending  the  use  of  mercurials  conjointly  with  the  opera- 
tion of  tapping,  and  the  inconveniences  of  sewife  ptea* 
sure  around  the  abdominal  partetes.  Mr.  Brown  him« 
sdf  has  now  been  led  by  his  experience  to  repudiate 
tbe  former,  and  Dr.  Locock  has  given  his  testimony 
to  the  use  of  bandaging  without  mercurials.  It  appears 
f o  me  that  after  the  operation  of  tapping,  diuretics  are 
useful  as  tending  to  divert  the  blood  supplying  the 
cyst,  and  to  expend  it  on  tbe  kidneys ;  and  to  avoid 
the  evils  of  pressure  upon  the  bowels  generally,  per- 
haps a  sort  of  spring  tourniquet  or  truss  might  be  so 
applied  over  the  ovary  as  not  to  distress  the  o|ber 
viscera.    I  throw  out  the  hint  for  the  use  of  those  who 


<reaepte  to  he  coetinued. 


Evening  >  She  has  again  perspired  most  prof  nsely; 

fcelrappnewhat  better;  pulse  fluttering  >  tpeech  affected; 

^vent  mhaitttion;  no  nausea  nor  ecvctations.     Take 

of  aesqniearbonate  of  ammonia,  one  scruple ;  aronmiir 

ball,  a   drachm ;   camphor  mtxtnat,  sis 

A  fonrlh  pacteveey  five  homs.  Shele«ffi/(tr 

theno-hftvcd  al*.    Let  her  hafe.it. 


Heme  Bay,  May  14, 1847. 
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CASS  OP  ABSCESS  Of  tWE  KECX. 


CASJS  OP  ABSCESS  OP  THE  NfeCK.  FOLLOWED 

BY  FATAL  HiBMORRHAGE. 

By^ WiLUAif  Jaokson,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S^  Sheffield. 

(tu«4at  the  An»tAl  MeeUsg  of  ike  Terkihire  finaeh  of 
tkeProTlBcUl  Medical  ud  Surgical  AMOciaUon,  held  at 
Skefleld,  June  lOih,  I8«7.) 

July  i(,  1830,  I  was  6rtt  requested  to  Yisit  J.  W.» 
ag«d  19,  a  yoang  nan  foUoiriDg  the  trade  of  a  cabioet* 
mtkw,  whose  general  appearance  presented  to  the  niiod 
Ike  cluiracteristic  featares  of  serofnla.  1  learnt  frooi  his 
friends  that  be  bad  suHered  for  several  monflw  from 
an  estensite  swelling  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  and 
lud  been  nnder  the  care  of  ft  f§mal€ 
BPlorlooi  for  the  treatment  of  tervt,  in  a 
town.  It  waft  stated,  that  by  the  applications  made 
vse  p{  she  bad  brought  the  swelling  to  a  ktad^  and 
ml  Icpgtb  there  was  a  copious  discharge  of  pus,  finding 
its  odt  by  two  or  three  openings.  His  health  bad 
sufllsfed  considerably  by  the  discharge,  which  had  been 
established  more  than  a  asonth. 

I  ifas  snmmoned  by  an  argent  message  in  the  night 
of  tbf  l6tb,  and  found  the  young  man  in  a  state  of 
syaeope  from  loss  of  blood,  from  two  or  three  apertures 
on  the  side  of  the  neck.  The  bsoMrrbage  had  ceased, 
the  opening  being  occupied  by  coagula  of  blood.  The 
li^fnt, aperture  was  seated  about  two  inches  above 
the  clavicle,  and  somewhat  nearer  tbe  sternum  than 
the  scapular  extremity  of  that  bone.  The  other 
apertnrea  were  seated  more  outwardly.  The  attend- 
anls  Represented  the  bleeding  to  have  been  very  sudden 
and  «opioas,  tbe  almost  immediate  eifect  of  which 
was  complete  syncope,  and  a  cessation  of  the  flow 
of  blood.  I  remained  till  tbe  patient  recovered  his 
coBscioosness,  espfoting  of  coarse,  a  rtnewai  of  (he 
bmnmiThagei  but  aa  he  still  remained  in  a  languid 
states  with  an  almost  imperceptible  pulse,  noimmediat^t 
meaAnea  weae  adopted  £or  bis  relief.  From  the 
appearanee  presented  by  tbe  blood,, as  stated  by  the 
peisdns  pieaent,  and  from  the  mpidity  of  the  stream^ 
there  eould  be  no  doubt  but  a  vessel  of  considerable 
magiitade  bad  given  rise  to  the  bleeding.  The 
situatioa  of  the  disease  was  oarefullj  explored,  and  there 
waa  jMt  fessoBr  to  infer  that  the  abscew  originated 
from  some  deep-seated. part,  most  probably  from  the 
bodies  of  the  cervical  vertebns. .  The  question  pre- 
sented itsdf,—- from  what  vessel  did  the  bleeding  arise. 
It  might  be  from  the  subclavian  or  the  vertebral  artery, 
or  tbe  internal  jugular,  vein  i  for  a  vessel  of  inferior 
OMgsttnde  would  not  pour  out  blood  so  rapidly  aa  to 
sink  •  tbe  powers  in  so  short  a  time  as  occurred  in  this 
individuel*  The  pulse  became  gradually  restored  and 
consciousness  returned.  The  application  of  cold,  rest, 
and  cooiing  drinks  were  enjoined. 

On  the  17th,  the  circulation  had  become  moderately 
fe-est#bli8hed,  and  there  had  been  no  return  of  the 
bmmorrhage.  On  tbe  ^Oih-tb^rjet  wap.a  sudden  returii 
of  the  hmmorrbage,  which,  as  before,  bad  quite  subsided 
on  my  arrival;  I  found  the  poor  young  man  deluged 
with  blood,  and  in  a  state  of  insensibility.  My  friend 
Sir  A.  Knight,  Mr.  Gregory,  and  Uie  late  Mr.  W. 
Staniforth,  visited  the  patient  with  me  to  day. 

The  case  was  one  evidently  of  unusual  occurrenceT 
linr  nil  concurred  that  one  of  tbe  great  vessels  in  the 


nelgbbouii|Dud  of  thonbiciss  was  dm  Mwet  of  dm 
hssmofrii^fe.  Was  It  pcnctieaUe  td  eecwe  U  by  a 
Hgatoirs?  This  man  most  ialerestlBg  soigieaL^wi* 
tSAB.  WohadjidisMMaMted  be|«m4  or  jnst  at<b» 
eontees  of  aorgkal  prscti^.  It  is  troe»  in 
iastaaoe  at  leM^  the  arMria  iMMMuaau  bad  beesi 
osssAdIr  taken  ttp.  But  here  two  difteidttcspmcated 
tbsmsslfus:— First,  if  it  were  takwi  for  grank4ttotb» 
Bttbdatvian  waa  the  vessel  giving  out  the  Uoodp  the- 
brenok  most  pivibnbly  waa  wy  acar  Hs  o^gin.  A» 
l^atm.  applied  at  this  point  woald  ham  bote  a  pcae- 
tiat  is  violatkw  of  a  very  important  sorgieal  p riiidple,-r- 
vix^pteiSMMl  svdi  operadoA  opoo  an  prtery  wy 
tbo-stamtto  of  a  latga  bfnaob.or  divisiim  of  a 
tnink.  Secondary  hsHMVvbage  would  almost  ineti^ 
tably  be  the  result.  Nodiing  but  the  necessity  of  the 
case  cooldjusdfy  such  a  proceeding.  Tbe  seoond  poin| 
forourconiiderationwaathe  great  probability  of  the 
existence  of  diseased  bone  being  the  causa  of  the 
absces%  and  conseqnenUy  connected  witb  the  bleeding 
vemel.  Of  course  a  ligature  upon  an  artery  under  the 
drcumstances  of  this  case  would  be  likely  to  be  lesa 
favourable  in  its  results  than  had  aneurism  existed  in 
the  subclavian,  as  there  would  be  no  probability  of 
e^laigement  of  those  branches  of  the  ooUateml  circd<« 
^^on  upon  which  the  surgeon  would  hope  for  the 
support  of  tbe  superior  extremity.  It  was  g;euerally- 
considered  by  tbe  gentlemen  engaged  in  conanltatioiv 
that  the  bmmorrbage  proceeded  from  a  part  inac- 
cessible to  surgery,  and  that  in  all  probability  extensive- 
disease  existed,  besides  the  ulcerated  artery  giving  out 
the  blood.  Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  no- 
operative  means  were  advised.  After  the  recurrence  of 
hitjporrhage  on  tbe  22nd  and  24th,  our  patient  sank. 

.pott'fMrtem.  The  blood-vessels  were  injected,  and 
it.ffas  found  that  ulceration  had  occurred  in  the  sub* 
davian  artery,  as  it  lies  upon  the  first  rib.  The  rib 
f|S  in,  a  carious  state,  as  well  as  the  bodies  of  the 
contiguous  vertebrs.  The  situation  of  tbe  ulcerated 
opening  in  the  artery  was  towards  the  bone,  and  occu- 
pied about  one-fourth  of  tbe  calibre  of  tbe  vessel ;  t^o 
opening  was  of  a  somewhat  oval  shape,  and  well 
defined.  There  was  no  enlargement  of  the  capacity  o^ 
the  vessel  at  tbe  part. 

Mr,  Liston's  case  at  tbe  North  London  Hospital^ 
reported  some  years  ago  in  the  Journal,  about  which 
there  was  much  criticism  at  the  time,  if  it  were  really 
n^  a  case  of  aneurism,  may  be  considered  to  bear  somo* 
resemblance  to  tbe  one  now  prceented  to  tbe  Society. ' 

IBo0pital  Vitpott^. 

aUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,  BIRMINGHAM. 


CLINICAL  REPORTS  OP  SURGICAL  CaSBS^ 
UNDER  THE  TREATMENT  OP  WILLIAM 
SANDS  COX,  ESQ. 

By  PxTER  HiNCKKS  BiRD,  One  of  the  Resident 
^  '       .  Medical  Oficcra. 

(Contimied  J^nm  pape  296,) 

Casx  XXX.— OvamiAii  duop^. 

.  Sarahs  Fretwell,  aged  65.  housewife,  admltied  few 

tbe  Queen's  Hospital  on  June  SStb,  ISIS;  mtnlsd«- 


QUBEN'T  H08fmt,  -BfRIBNOIIAM. 


^73 


Ihm  dlti^eMldr«B/  She  ttstet  thai  abouliwwity  jafu^ 

mpo'the'  flftt •  ptroeired  m  «w«l!]ilg'or'the  .telly  ;.«bv 

look'ttedlehiMCiid'tto  iayt  It  dlMq»pesi«d;  athoft 

tte'e  tfter  th«  sfrelDag  r^-sp^pewed,  mod   grttdnaUif 

lacrMMed  AotirHhitiiiidiDg  mediciatt  treatment^' ^tmil 

F»b.  lOA,  1845,  wlini  the  w«i  Usfip^A,'  and  m  iai9» 

qtfftatttyol  fluid  eviteatAed  ;tinee  then  tim  hpaiMMft 

tapped  eigM  tinee,  end  09  gaUoas  of  floid  ba,t9fbtntf 

wfllidiairti.  The  ewelltng  ii  ettted  to  bavercone  te  the 

l)roiit,aiid  ndt  otf  one  eide;  aiino' reported  as  eooie. 

tines  thi^  andi0Siit7,soaDietfineS  dear  and-identtftil; 

bas  liever  been  Jaundiced ;  hat  never  had  rhentoatftf 

tifter ;  menstruation  tHitsf  fegular  vp4tf  UereheMigsof 

HHb;  ther^is'no  eridvneeof  any  diseeso  atHkmhuHt 

liter;  or  kidneys  *  has-aliraTS  beeif  heart j;    She  elates 

that  some' time  ago  she  passed  eonslderable  quantltlea 

-of  water  per  rectum.    Was  tapped  three  weeks  age;  -  -  ^ 

Present  State,  The  belly  is  of  an  enormotts  -^28, 
and  projects  considerably  in  front,  it  nieasn^es  M 
inches    round;    the    skin    is    smooth    and''shinib^, 


paaelttM,  but  is  in  good  spirits;  pulse  rather  fefUe^ 
quick;  tongue  rather  coated. 

:37th.  Feels  eomfortable;  in  no  pain;  sleeps  veil. 

29th.  Health  good;  returned  home  relioTed  for  a 
time. 


and  is  covered  by  tortuous  dilated  veins;  there 
is  a  distinct  sense  o(  flactuatfon  to  the  finger;  there 
is  no  uneven  feel;  both  siiles  are  equally  swollen; 
there  appear  to  l^e  adhesions  under  the  parts  where  she 
has  been  previously  tapped ;  she  complains  of  a  nasty 
taste  in  the  mouth ;  'health  very  good ;  breath  short^'i^ 
walking;  tongue  rather  furred ;  bowels  rather  costive ; 
legs  not  swollen.' 

July  2od.  Slightly  increased,  measures  57 inche^.  She 
was  tapped  this  morning  by  Mr.  Coz,  Snd  eight  gallons 
of  a  thick  glairy  doid  were  drawn  off;  she  bore  the 
operation  very  well,  but  felt  rather  faint  towards  the 
^conclusion.  The  fluid,  which  was  at  first  very  thick, 
and  flowed  through  the  canula  but  slowly,  becam^ 
however,  rather  thinner,  and  flowed  in  a  fotl  sitream 
until  the  cyst  was  emptied;  the  consistency  of'tbl^ 
>£oid  varied  at  times,  and  masses  of  a  whitish  tenacious 


OBtXmVATIOIVi    ON    OVARIIM    DR0P8T,  AMD    ON    TBS 
OrEaATIONS  FOR  ITS  CURK. 

It  ia  ROW  geoerally  admitted  that  encysted  diseases 
of  the  ovary*  without  reference  to  tboae  of  a  maUgpiaA(> 
character,  almost  invariably  lead  to  a  fatal  result.  tTha 
disease  im  its  progress  is  often  attended  with  muoh  pain, 
and  with  much  distress,  both  mental  and  bodily  9 
medieiae  also  has  little  or  no  eontrol  over  its  progress  ; 
it  ia  therefore  surprising  that  so  long  a  period  should 
have  elapsed,  and  thateo  little  has  been  done.unlll  tho 
last  Ibw  years  for  the  removal  of  these  aflfecttons  by  a 
surgical  operation. 

Two  measures  only  at  the  present  day  are  applied  to 
the  surgical  treatment  of  this  disease,— paraeentesiai 
and  total  extirpation.  The  first  of  these  operations 
(paracentesis,)  ia  professedly  adopted  merely  as  a 
palliative  measure  for  the  present  relief  of  the  palien^ 
not  for  the  cure  of  the  disease.  In  someweiy 
few  instances  the  tumour  appears  to  become  bound  down 
by  adhesions  after  tapping,  and  no  re-accumulatio& 
takes  place;  but  these  instances  are  so  very  rsore^hat 
fn  practising  the  operation  we  scarcely  «ver  ventnse  to 
reckon  on  the  possibrlity  of  this  occurrences  (Th» 
turaoiir  may  not  be  fluid,  butif  it  be  so  and  itis  tapped* 
the  cyst  becomes  fefiUed,  it'  may  be  slowly,  bat  ii 
usually  happens,  as  in  th«f  preceding  case  in  a  few 
Weeks,  and  thus  repieated  tapping  is  neoeesaTy,-  the 
I  intervals  between  tlie  operations  diminishing  ttnUl  tile 
patfent  d)es,  worn  out;  the  average  duration  of  Hfe 
ftt/m  the  first  tapping  nbt  exeecidtng  four  years.' ' 

Paracentesis',  Imweter,   when    adopted,  thbdgh 


anbatance  were  frequently  passed.  When  examintfY  palliafive  ineasure  dhrly,  is  by  ho  means  to  IhM'frooi 
«nder  the  microscope  it  presented  the  appearance  of  'k  difnger  aS  some  practitioners  think,  and  ^tofifs  iMtera 
large  mass  of  granules,  which  became  slightly  clearer  seem  to  ifllege.  Mr.  Southam  has  tabulated  ihereralts 
•on  the  addition  of  acetic  acid,  presenting  an  indistinct  of  twenty  cases  of  tbe  operation.  '  Fbur  of  the  t'lienty 
anoleus;  the  clear  fluid  contained  many  granules  and  patfents,  or  one  it)  five,  died  of  ^0  Oflfects'  of 
epithelial  scales;  the  fluid  was  neutral  and  albuminous, 
4)elng  WW  J  coagulable  by  heat  and  nitrio  acid. 

3rd.  Pretty  comfortable;  complains  of  pain  in  the 
iliao  regions ;  is  much  troubled  with  flatus. 

5th.  About  the  same;  is  filling  again  rapidly;  sleeps 
well  at  night. 

7tb.  Complains  of  great  pain  across  the  abdomen, 
increased  on  pressure;  tongue  coated;  pulse  quick, 
aaaall ;  eoontenance  anxious.  To  have  twelve  leeches 
-applied  immediately. 

9th.  Pain  quite  relieved;  tongueclean;  pulsenatttral; 
walked  this  morning  in  the  hospital  garden;  is  rapidly 
filing. 

25th.. Health  good;  ianow  quite  as  full  as  before. 
She  was  again  tapped  by  Mr.  Cox,  and  more  than  two 
hoekets  full  were  drawn  ,oC  The  fluid  presented  the 
name  characters  as  the  last ;  the  patient  bora  the  opera- 
glon  well,  and  wu  not  so  faint  as  on  the  lermer 
'Oeeaaion. 


.ilSth.    Complains  of  pain  ^iuid  the  s«s(t  of  the 


u. 


tapping.  Four  patients  died  of  'infi^ihhtiKm  wf  Ain  a 
few  days  after  the  operation;  three  mortT'dtedtn  one 
month  ;  fourteen' in  all  died  Withfn  litile  months  hfter 
the  first  tapping.  Of  the  remMiliftg  six,  t#o  ditd  in 
eighteen  months,  and  fbu^  llVed  from  pevtods  vai^ng 
ft^ih  four  to  bine  years.  Of  eight  «ases  which  hava 
com^  under  my  own  notice,  dne  died  a'  few  days  hfter 
the  operation  from  perltbnitii;  seveil  died  'at  vatioi^t 
periods  within  three  years,  and  dne  is  still  IfHng, 
having  survived  the  operation  more  than  three  years. 
Thus,  paracentesis,  whilst  Only  a  flneaxis  of  psAliation, 
is  a  proceeding  in  whidh  tio  inconslderabte  amoufat  of 
daiiger  appears  to  be  In^hrred.  Ovariotomy,  od  the 
olber  hand,  la  an  operation  which,  if  auooesafU,  ia 
assuredly  a  means  for  the  perfect  and  riadical  oai^  of 

-the  disease,' but  it  ii  andoubtedly  a  most  serlonil'and 
dangerous  operatlott,  though  not  a  paiofhl  one.     - 
The  first  bperation  for  the  Removal  of  an  ovarian 

ituaionr  on  record,  was  performed  by  Dr.  M'Dowoi,«f 
DansvUle,  Kentucky,  in  1^9.    The  Operation' 
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Qwasrs  ^o&mku  BmnfmoBAM. 


MO0MIIU,  and  the  toaoiif  «itwcttd  by  the  lirg*  I  ovaitan  dropqr  wUeh  wn  by  far  tbe  «ilMt  ft«(|aMit  of 

tUftad  ooDtitted  in  »ultilo«Uir  eytffe  t^^tniiUloa 
of  the  orgM,  IIm  gtfetbilfonD  or  avMltr  eaiiler  dT  mm 
Mtfion.  All  other  forms  oi  owiea  dropqr  (tf  ttey 
wereeelledO  were  rare  Ib  tompariion  to  lhti»  and  te 
U  all  the  fwaiica  In  taeh  tt  diecaasioii  as  this  pfMfiilly 
er  entirely  applied.  In  most  instanees.  On  i^ne  oasss 
6¥t  of  ten,)  this  spedes  of  ovarian  dropsy  pnrsaedr 
he  believedy  m  rsgnlar  pfbgress  onwards  towsards  graalsr 
or  less  enlafgenieikt;  fnsaffetalllii  dlMenMon ; -nMie  or 
less  repeated  pslUatiTeupplngs  I  freqnttUy  dlUlBtegnu 
Uon  of  the  morbid  straotnr^;  looal  Irritation;  Ma> 
etttatiolial  e9dianstion»  and  death.  GeneraBy  ft  Hofc 
a  serlee  of  years  te  ran  Ite  ooarse,  bat  sometimes  II 
passed  throngh  Its  phases  and  progrsss  more  rapidly. 

In  the  praetioe  of  Dr.  Frsderfek  Bird,  the  ages  of 
the  patients  have  ranged  between  18  and  3S, '85  and 


IndMon ;  his  eanmple  was  followed  by  Mr.  Lisars,  Da 
OfnvUle,  Mr.  Clay,  of  Manehester,  and  Mr.  Walne,  all 
^f  whom  performed  the  major  operation*  The  credit  of 
peifimning  the  minor  operation  Is  dae  to  Mr.  Wab 
Jeaflusoni  of  Ffamlingham,  who  first  performed  ii  Ih 
1886. 

Mf.  Fhillipa*  git es  a  table  of  eighty-one  oases,  1^ 
irhloh  are  exhibited  the  names  of  the  operators,  the 
ages  of  the  patients,  the  nature  of  the  operatlobs,  the 
stale  of  the  tnmoars,  the  resolts,  and  remarks  on  the 
eases*  The  table  inclodes  cases  opemted  on  In  this 
eonntry  as  well  ae  on  the  Contiaent  In  siity-oim 
eases  the  tamoiir  was  extracted ;  In  fifteen  cases  adlM- 
alone  or  other  eireametances  prevented  Its  removal ;  In 
five  Instances  no  tumour  was  found.  Of  the  eases  in 
which  the  operation  was  completed,  the  tamonr  being 


extracted,  thirty-five  terminated  favoorably.Uiepaltenis'  '4^ ;  one  only  being  abofe  90  years  6f  age. 


reeovered ;  in  twenty-six  instances  the  termination  wee 
nnfavonrable,  the  patients  died;  in  the  five  instances 
in  which  no  tumour  was  discovered,  all  recovered ;  of 
the  fifteen  cases  in  which  adhesions  or  other  dreum- 
athnees  prsvented  the  extraction  of  the  tnmonr,  nine 
recovered*  six  died. 

.  Mr.  PUUips  vciy  jnsay  remarks,  ''The  proper  way 
of  looking  at  this  plan  of  treatment,  is  to  observe  the'' 
.number  of  oaaes  sobmitted  to  operation,  and  ^e 
nmnber  of  recoveries  after  the  removal  of  the  tnmonr. 
I  conceive  this  to  be  the  fair  way,  because  what  has 
happened  already  is,  in  my  judgment,  likely  to  happen 
agfin.  Adhesions  may  be  too  strong  and  extenrive  to 
make  removal  prudent;  the  tumour  may  be  other  than 
ovarian ;  or  it  may  be  that  no  tumour  esn  be  found. 
Kegarded  In  this  light^it  appears  that  the  operation).  lUs 
been  performed  eighty-onetimes,  and  that  in  thirty.five 
inslanees  the  patient  has  rscoversd  after  the  extirpation^ 
of  the  tnmonr.  It  la  trne  that  forty-nine  patients 
survived  gastrotomy,  bat  many  of  them  were  sn1i(tec^ 
to  sneh  a  psinftil  and  dangerous  operation,  on  the  ofke 
hand  without  neceedty,and  on  the  other  without  being 
disembarrased'of  the  disease." 

Mr.  Fhillipe  haa  made  two  tables,4n  order  to  esdmirte 
Ihe  relative  ndvantages  and  dsngers  of  the  mi^or  and 
minor  upemtione^— one  InetaMIng  thesases in  which  the 
tumour  was  removed  eniise,  the  inelden-  having  an 
extent  of  six  inebes  and  npwards ;  the  other,  inclodlhg 


In  the  consideration  of  these  cases  the  foUowing 
points  arise ;— • 

1st.  Can  we  determine  with  certainty  whether  a 
tumour  be  ovarian  or  nott  If  not,  have  the  fanores 
been  so  flreqnent  as  to  constitute  a  reason  why  the 
operation  should  not  be  attempted  ! 

3nd.  Supposing  a  tumour  to  exist  and  to  be  ovsrianr 
can  we  ascertain  the  nature  of  ite  contents,  as  well  as 
its  connections  t  If  not,  have  the  failures  been  so 
many  as  to  be  sn  olgection  to  the  adop^on  of  the 
operation  at  all  t 

3rd.  Are  the  results  of  this  plan  of  treatment  sufi- 
dentiy  favourable  to  justify  us  ih  preferring  extirpation 
to  any  other  mode  ot  treating  ovarian  tumours  t  and 
if  so,  whst  plan  of  operation  promises  most  snccemf 

^The  fact  adduced  in  proof  of  the  uncertainty  of 
ovarifm  tumour  is,  that  out  of  eighty-one  instances  In 
which  the  operation  for  extirpation  was  attempted,  int 
five  cases  at  leest,  in  which  the  abdomen  was  Ui<i  openr 
rno  tumour  was  discovered,  and  in  six  cases  the  Urtnour 
was  not  ovarian. 

With  regard  to  the  second  point  for  enquiry,  J  Mr»- 
Phillips  says,  *<  we  have  no  certain  means  of  sscertain- 
Ing  the  contents  and  connections  of  tumours  presumed 
to  be  ovarian."  In  six  cases  the  abdomen  was  laid 
open,  and  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  diseafed 
omentum,  or  diseased  or  gravid  uterus.  Itfany  tines 
a  presumed  ovarian  cyst  has  been  punctured,  and  no 


Ihoee  case*  In  whl^h  part  or  the  whole  of  the  fiald  was^  jnid  has  escaped,  for  it  frcqucntiy  happens  that  tiie 


evacuated  before  the  extraction  waa  attemptedf  (hd 
langth  of  the  Incision  having  bsen  under  six  inches. 
Of  the  former  there  are  fifty- five  cases,  twenty-thn^e  of 
which  wcra  sucoessftil;  of  the  latter  there  ara  twenty- 
xtine  lnatancee«  of  which  thirteen  proved'«ueoessftil. 

Aocflpding  to.  Mr.  Iiee,t  the  number  of  oaeen.  that 
have  now  been  epesaasd  eo  amoonta  to  108»  and  the 
•ttcceea  Is  In  pvopertien  of  1  to  Si*  Dr.  Simpsont 
Bays,  the  diseased  eonditien  of .  the  ovary  t«  sWhl^ 
the  operation  of  ovariotomy  was  peculiarly  nppUeeble, 


«^. 


if  applicable  at  all,-  waa,  in  his  opinion,  that  fem^  of 


w 


•  Med.  OhiE.  TnMsscticas,  Vol*  9< 
t  Jackscaian  Prise  Essay^ 


finid  is  of  the  consistence  of  a  thick  jellj. 

With  referance  to  connections  or  adhesioiis,"'the 
difficulties  met  with  are  still  more  formidable..'  In 
fifteen  cases  in  which  the  operation  for  extraction  was 
conunenced,  it  was  found  necessary  to  discontinae  itt 
In  consequence  of  the  extent  of  the  adhesions.  In 
twenty,  five  other  instances  adhesions  existed.  Of  the 
fifteen  cases  in  which  they  caused  the  abandontosnt 
of  the  operation,  six  termindted  falsUy.  The  adhesions 
ara  nurely  extensive  without  pravious  symptonw  of 
peritonitis,  (in  the  above  case  they  must  have  been 
very  extensive,  from  the  numerous  tappings  the  pstieat: 
underwent;)  but  allowing  the  extirpatijMB  of  the  disssssd' 


.       •  _^      ♦Jackscaian  PriaeEssay.  .  ^        ^  ^  e  justifiable  operation,  it  may  be  presamed 

Itcport  ef  a  debate  at  the  Medico-Cblniifio|l  gocifiyr   '.   /^  ^^    \  ^\i  ^    «.-»-•  lie. 

Edltttaikh,  '     '  thai  in  Ihe  absence  oC  these  sympiemait  may  d» 


sympiema 
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with  every  protpeol  of  beis||.coii;|pletedf 
>e^  tlietyeretoi  ma j  fiod  eoeoimgen^eiit  in  (iie  U^fsk 
Jbinibhia4  ^7  Mr.  FhiUips'.tablefy  that  of.tbe  forty 
MMf  in  which  adhesions  were  found,  twentj-sit 
•iinifedy.  which  it  at  the  rate  of  aixtj-one  per  qent.^ 
ivl^areas  of  the  whole  eightj-one  operations,  forty -sct^ 
le^Teied,  or  ^y«eight  per  cent. 

The  fpfaX  daagfir  qf  this  pfieration  arises  from  i»f rif 
t^nitii^  aiid  as  £ir  as  ooi  j^resent  experience  warrants 
s.eoaida^OQf  that  danger  is  not  increased  by  previoos 
MMUBAtio^  of  th«  eeroos  membrane  and  its  conse^^ent 
i)4hesioits»  tbon^  their  existence  necesssfily  laads  t|» 
fieM^  distacbanoe  of  the,  important  parts  e3[pose4  '^ 
th9  i^^^imlidn.  .h   ^  I 

Jn.refeivaoe  to  the.  third  point,  sufficient  has  beep 
said  in  the  preceding  obserrations  on  paracentesis  and 
extirpatio|i,  .  With  regard  to  which  operation  shoold 
be.  selected,  the  calculations  from  the  table.  be?oi^J 
noticed,  tell  rather  in  favour  of  the  minor  operation; 
bat  my  firm  conviction  is  that  the  operation  is'never^ 
justifiable  except  when  the  swelling,  either  from 
pressure  on  the  diaphragm,  or  from  some  other  caase, 
is  placing  the  life  of  the  patient  in  extreme  jeopardy. 

Mr.  Eirlcpatrick*  relates  a  case  of  a  patient  labouring 
voder  of  arian  dropsy  who  had  been  tapped  128  times. 
The  patient  died  of  an  attack  of  pleoritik,  the  Interv^ 
between  the  last  operation  and  her  death  being  eight 
weeks. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  symptoms  and 'method  of 
,  investigation  in  diagnosing  this  disease,   Br.  John 


^ey.thos  resemble  those  which  constitute  the  e^the- 
Jial  surface  of  certain  membranes.  The  cysts  inihe 
diseased  ovary  are  lined  by  a  delicate  membrane, 
eoveiwd  by  nucleated  epithelial  cells,  and  there  i%  ha 
difficulty  in  identifying  the  corpuscles  seen  in  the 'fluid 
with  those  observed  lining  the  cysts.  In  one  case  which 
Dr.  John  Hughes  Bennett  examined,  masses  of  thestt 
had  evidently  separated,  and  floated  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  through  perforatiuns  in  the  external  sac  of  the 
ovarian  tumour.  In  another  casie  none  of  these  cor- 
puscles could  be  discovered,  but  only  'shapeless  flakes 
^ixed  with  granules ;  after  death  the  tumour  wu 
found  to  be  fibrous  throughout  In  another  case  the 
cells  were  of  the  character  above  described,  combined 
with  the  debris  of  a  fibrous  structure,  from  which  it  was 
inferred  that  the  external  envelope  of  the  tumour  was 
in  a  stats  of  decomposition.  On  examination  after 
death,  n  compound  encysted  tumour  of  both  ovariea 
was  found,  with  sloughing  of  the  fibrous  sac  on  one 
side,  and  a  colloid  cancer  of  the  omentum  and  pertto- 
neum.  There  is  little  danger  of  the  fluid  accompany- 
ing  encysted  ovarian  dropsy  being  confounded  with  that 
found  in  inflammatoiy  or  passive  dropsy.  In  perito- 
nitis  we  find  primitive  filaments  mixed  with  plastic  or 
pus-corpuscles,  which  can  never  be  mistaken  for  the 
^large  epithelial  cells  observed  in  the  fluid  of  ovarian 

In  reference  (o  the  above  case,  v^en  we  take  into 
consideration  the  existence  of  numerous  and  firm 
adhesions  by  reason   of   the  frequent  tappings  the 


•i  '.:: 


•< 


Hughes  Bennett  speaks  of  two  other  methods  whi4h.  patient    underwent,  as  well   as  her   advanced    age, 
se^m  to  be  capable  of  greatly  assisting  the  practifiouer    we  may  conclude  that  Blr.  Cox  was  quite  justified  in 


in  his  eflbrts  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  case  :•• 
1st,  the  uterine  sound  recommended  by  PrtffesMr 
Simpson ;  2nd,  a  microscopical  examination  bf  t^ 
fluid  removed  by  paracentesis.  By  fixing  the  bo<|y  J 
of  the  uterus  with  the  sound,  and  by  elevating,  depress- 
ing, or  bringing  forwards  the  handle  of  the  instrument,^ 
both  the  anterior  and  the  posterior  portions  of^e 
fundus  may  be  felt,  with  the  leil  hand  above  the  puikis, 
tiuough  the  integuments.  The  information  is  negative, 
but  it  becomes  of  immense  importance  when  the  question , 
arises,  whether  the  tumour  is  uterine  or  ovarfsai. 
By  poshing  the  tumour  from  side  to  side,  we  a|e 
enabled  to  act  upon  the  ovary,  and  to  determine,  ^ 
Ihf  impulses  communicated  to  the  hand,  whether  the 
tumour  be  on  the  right  or  the  left  side,  and  to  foiin 
a  tolerable  idea,  in  certain  cases,  whetl^er  it  be  'ftk9 
4Dr  attached.  By  this  instrument,  then,  we  are  assisted 
in  resolving  the  seat  of  the  tumour.  The  microscopic 
examination  of  the  fluid  removed  by  paracentesis  is 
capable  of  being  made  highly  serviceable  In  diagnosing 
the  nature  of  the  tumour. 

In  this  fluid,  floccuU  exist,  which  are  not  composed  of 
lymph  as  was  at  first'  supposed,  but  of  numerous  cellv 
-varying  in  sise  from  the  1-lOOth  to  the  l-40th  of  | 
milHmeCer  in  diameter.  They  are  slightly  granular,  of 
round  and  oval  shape,  uhaflbcted  by  water,  and  exhibit 
a  distinct  nucleus  about  1-1 40th  of  a  millimeter  An 
diameter*  The  indented  cells  are  imbedded  in  a 
graMlar  matter,  which  can  be  eadly  broken  down. 


refusing  to  propose  to  the  patient  the  very  doubtfhl 
chance  of  a  cure  offered  by  the  operation  of  extirpation. 
The  patient  may  now  live  for  some  length  of  titne  in 
tolerable  comfort. 


Mi 


hP= 


ST,  PANCRAS  DISPENSARY. 


•  JHMiM  Bespital  Gaaette,  F«b.  1,  )8M»  p^  187« 


CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  CONDITION 
.    OF  THE  SYSTEM  WHICH  IS  ACCOMPANIED 
BY  OXAUC  URINE. 

By  E9WAm»  Bt*iii.ABi>,  MJ>.,  Lond.,  PhysidMi  to 
the  St.  Pmicraa  Royal  Geaenri  DlMHiiiys  and 
Bledical  Tutor  in  Unif^mty  CeUeg^^  rmAn^f 

Cask  I.^HTFO«R0iri>isYAflT8k 
"' J.T.,  aged  S€  years,  it  native  of  London,  where  ht 
has  all  his  life  rtfkided,  a  silversibith  by  occupation, 
Hlwn  in  health  of  a  very  cheerlU  disposition,  and 
having  no  heinedititfy  predisposition  to  disease,  applied 
St  the  Dispensary,  on  Jairaary  20tb,  1S46.  When 
young  was  very  irregnlar  in  h»  mode  of  living,  apd 
suffered  from  a  chanens -wUeb  wnt  not  followed' by 
smy  secondary  symptoma.  For  seviral  years  past^ 
'However,  and  since  hk  otarriaga^  he  has  lived  very 
teBpteaiely ;  has-  been  0nb)eet  to  eitemal  pilee  for 
tMhnfe  yeais  or  more;  baa  ntver  loil  any  blood  by  the 
reetnmtiilhaely.  He  atteibtes  his  present  illneas  to 
domestic  tronblea  aad  a  hab&  of  neglecting  his  meata 
i  |q^  the  sake  of  indtilging  a  taste  for  reading,  &c.  Ho 
■rosA' medical  books  ir]|at  they  come  in  his  way. 
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Ht  i^resenti  the  vtry  picture  of  a  hypochondriac,  ap- 
peariqg  iiaablt  to  conceatraie  hit  attention  on  anything 
h^i  hia  own  ailmenta,  in  the  description  of  which  lie  con- 
sCaotlj  employt  medical  technicalities.  Is  an  habitual 
nnd  close  obseirer  of  the  sute  of  his  tongue,  pnlse, 
nnd  stools,  the  minutest  rariations  in  which  fill  him 
with  alternate  hope  and  apprehension.  His  tounte- 
nance. expresses  despondency  and  gloora.  It  appears 
from  his  own  account,  that  bis  illness  hM  lasted  for 
three  years,  baring  commenced  with  occasfonal  attacks 
of  fludiing  of  the  face  and  head,'  and  giddiness,  with 
vomiting  and  diarrbcea,  the  latter  howercr,  six  months 
ago,  having  been  changed  for  obstinate  costiveneaB, 
which  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  He  states 
that  when  his  bowels  are  Confined  he  is  much  more 
comfortable  in  his  feelings  than  when  they  are  open. 
A  month  ago  he  lost  some  blood  by  the  rectum;  tfie 
httmorrhsge  lasted  fire  or  sis  days  and  has  notrethrned ; 
has  lost  streogtE  considerably  during  his  illness,  and 
finds  his  memory  failing  him  daily.  It  is  with  difflcnity 
that  he  gets  to  sleep  at  night,  and  when  he  wakes, 
which  is  always  early,  he  feels  so' excited  that  be  is 
compelled  to  rise  and  engage  in  some  occupation 
about  the  house;  if  he  can  find  nothing  to  do  be 
smokes.  Has  had  some  cough  for  the  last  six  months. 
'tht  chief  part  of  his  complaints,  however,  are'reftifablc 
to  the  abdomen,  consisting  in  a  "  miserable  tedsation 
of  pain  and  opression,*'  over  the  lower  part  of  that  region 
and  round  the  navel,  especially  after  bib  stools,  soHfaat  he 
voluntarily  suppresses  theta  as  long  as  possible.  His 
tongue  is  large,  white,  and  irregular  at  Che'  edge,  and 
his  appetite  ravenous.  He  is  an  inveterate  innlf-tiAier; 
and  has  b>d  an'inguinal,  but  reducible  itenria  for  some 
years.  Says  he  cannot  take  opium  as  it  makes  1dm 
extremely  ill.    Aho  appUc.  Hinidittea  iv/  *'  ': 

R.  Camphorss,  gr.  ij.;  Pil.  Saponin,  Go.,  grr'ii)rf 
Fiat  ptiula  nocte  maneqne  snmend. 

R.  Acid.  Nitric.  Dil.,  Tinct.  Hyosc.,  ntrq.,  mi'xt^; 
Inf.  Seirpentarltt,  os.  iss.'  Fiat  haofet.  tef*  die  Hwmtnii' 

Jan.  23rd.  Abdominal  pais  relieved;  sleeps  bettor 
at  night.  Auge  FU.  Sap.  Co.,  ad  gr.  v.;  et  Acid. 
Nitric.  Dil.  ad  m.  xxv.    Confeet.  Sennss  pro  re  nana. 

26th.  No  oxalic  or  phosphatic  deposit  in  tnrine  of 
yesterday.    Omitt.  hanstus. 

2/th.  Continues  improved;  passes  good  nightt; 
and  is  less  excited  in  the  mornings.  ICeepa4iis 
bowels  regular  either  with  castor  oil  or  the  confec^on 
of  senna.  Urine  is  cloudy,  with  a  slight  cloud*  in 
addition  at  the  bottom  of  the  glass ;  the  latter  con- 
tained an  abundance  of  moderate -sized  octohedra; 
redaction  acid  ;  specific  gravity  1020.    Pergat. 

30th.  Has  some  trouble  in  regulating  his  bowels, 
and  still  expresses  great  anxiety  about  their  condition. 
His  spirits  are  much  improved ;  urine  passed  this 
morning  is  oJF  a  natural  colour,  and  throws  down  a 
dense  mucus-lookiog  deposit,  containing  lithate  at 
ammonia,  along  with  minute  octohedra.  Pergat.  Capt. 
01.  Ric,  dr.  j.  vel  ij.  loco  Conf.  Sennse. 

Feb.  3rd.  All  his  abdominal  symptoms  improved ; 
complains  again  of  a  difficulty  in  getting  to  sleep  at 
night,  and  of  strange  '  visions  passing  rapidly  before 
his  eyes;  urine  contains  no  oxalates  nor  phosphatei]; 
and  only  a  little  litha|e  of  ammonia  in  the  depont. 


Ange  Ffl.  Scponif  Co.  ad  gr.  viij. - 

6th.  Complainfof  throbbiaglMniiatis 
allyftidMYight-temptej  bowvliregolar^and 
is  not  followed  by  any  nneasiniss,  Urino<fm>alflfn« 
ang  natoral  In  cotonr,  slightly  add,  of  rather  low  dsirtlj; 
on  stsading  twenty-foor  honrs  it  threw  down  a  ii|bt 
cloudy  deposit,  conuining  mncns-corpneeiM^  tjfUkn 
iinm  scales,  and  a  few  oetohedrt.  Angs'  Pft.  Bsp<Mi 
Co.  ad  gr.  X.  •' 

10th.  Stat^  that  he'feelf  WMk«r  A4n  ho  M^^MIm 
more  from|fiatnlettce;  arineadd;ofipec!fi0giarll9  lOM^- 
aftef  ttandingtu^ttty-fiivr  hovts  il«tai«w  i1ira0i||M 
mocns-looking  deposit,  wtiidh  ooBtaiiMd«  hm'-mmn 
corpuscles  and  a  tolerable  sprinklingof  «mnlt  tslbhtirsL. 

Pergat.  Assafost^gr.x..  terditsnmend.  CapCcoa 
sing.  pJL  dosibus  Inf.  CascariUsB,  oi.  iss. 

13th.  Continues  to  improver  bowels  open  wiflioat 
medicine ;  urine  acid,  of  specific  gravity  1031 ;  depvMt  u 
before,  but  with  fewer  oxalates.  Peigat. 

17th.  In  consequence  of  taking  some  baco^'sad 
eggs  on  the  15  th,  has  suffered  more  from  iUtdlenee 
and  uneasiness  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomeo. 
Sleep  continues  good ;  urine  acid,  of  naturil  cMbar, 
with  a  moderate  rather  dense  deposit,  oonrfsdtag  of 
lithate  of  ammonia  and  a  few  octohedrtf,  mort  tHa  ia 
last  specimen,  of  specific  gravity  1031.  Capt.  ptl.  owd 
nocte  tantum.  ' '* 

19th.  Intends  trying  if  he  cannot  reetfttNT  fiis 
work.  Urine  presents  a  dense  fllHb-cblbnVed  deposit, 
consisting  of  lithate  of  amttonla;  wben  waroBadant 
diluted,  the  lithates  were  dissolved  and  a  ahcos* 
looking  cloud  remained,  which  consisted  of  oetoMri 
mostly  very  minute  ;  specific  gravity  1025,  i^«ifetiMi 
acid.    Discharged. 

ItsmtfrJb.— Whatever  be  the  relation  in  which 
the  abdominal  ailments  and  the  mental  danfflteneht 
of  a  hypochondriac  stand  to  each  other,  !t  is  oomnionly 
found  that  improvement  in  the  one  is  follow^  b^ 
amendment  in  the  other.  In  this  ease  the  abilominBl 
symptoms  were  urgent,  and  the  intense  attention 
directed  to  them  by  the  patieht  appeared  tdMkste 
that  they  must  be  here  at  least  the  speciil  o^Atlof 
treatment.  How  relief  was  to  be  obtained,  wss^j^utly 
pointed  out  by  an'  imperfect  tttem^t  On  tKe  "pitt  Of 
the  system  to  eflTect  ft  by  hasmdrrhage,  and'aifcMbrtf 
leeches  were  ordered  to  b^  applied  to  the*  anus,  while 
opium  disguised  and  corrected  by  combinatto  ^M 
camphor,  was  prescribed  to  allevnte  t^'  MtiUe 
condition  of  the  nervous  syitem.  That  Oit  mdd^  Of 
treatment  along  with  gentle  laxatives  was  etfadtoilt 
the  issue  of  the  Case  proved;  for  althongli  tht«dis 
was  necessarily  discharged  in  far  ttom  a  heilthy  stst^ 
his  improvement  wss  in  every  respect  marked:     ' 

A  few  words  on  the  urine.  The  cases  of  oxabuiavl^ 
have  come  under  my  notice  have  led  me  to  inftr' W 
when  the  presence  of  oxalate  of  lime  Cs  obserfed  slo^^ 
with  symptoms  of  nervous  irritability,  they  sre-rtb(Bd 
rather  as  concomitants  than  as  ednseqnent^  the  one 
upon  the  other ;  both  being  referable  to  the  isaO 
debilitated  condition  of  the  oohstitntiOB,  the  fita^ 
especially,  being  taken  aaan  index  of  the  deep  MprttaM 
which  has  been  made*  upon  it  bf  die  ptukiigirioo 
either  of  diseafe  or  of  other  weakening  cinssi*   It  ■ 
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imlM$Viik^fkt^tiKmdaafm$Atantnd  the  prateat 
CMi.  ne  ptttiMit  had  Irag  aaltered  fironi  dIanrlMBa, 
fcjJIiMn  i»  Ihe  habit  aot  only  of  sagieclinf  hit 
hiilaah«alao4afQraM«l  ma,  of  takiag  merely 
aad  hvead  aad  batter,  or  aome  baeoD,  in  place  of 
LBpfffiahiaf  food,  day  after  day,  in  order  that  be 
tiie  pfifikge  of  reading  the  periodicala  in 
be  firequented.  Tbeee  circamstances, 
cMjItoid  with  aedentaiy  habita,  and  the  re-action 
whad^Mtmrnd  on  mental  annoyance  and  excitement, 

II  toneaomtlbr  hit  slate.    There 

in  ihn  riae  and  amonnl  of 

of  the  caae ;  on  two  ooHuiona 

ahient.    On  the  vbole  they 

■aa  it  advanced. 


CaBE  II.— MlLANCttOLIA. 

-,  aged  23  years,  a  native  of,  and  resident  in. 
None  of  her  family  have  presented  indications 
of  conaomption  or  insanity.  Up  to  three  years  ago, 
witti  the  inception  of  habitual  costiTeness,  she  had  had 
aoiUMSB  worth  speaking  of.  At  that  time  she  snf* 
iSaitdfirom  anasarca,  the  face,  as  well  as  the  upper  and 
lowcf  eaUemities,  being  swollen,  accompanied  by  fever. 
TTiitlsatert  for  a  day  or  two,  and  left  her  very  much 
veahnedr  She  had  pain  across  the  loins,  bat  the 
vriiM  was  not  bloody.  Has  been  losing  flesh  and 
ever  since.  I  was  requested  to  visit  her  on 
21st,  1846. 
81|e  hid  tlar^  hein  of  a  .quiet  ^nd  reserved  manner, 


slight^  dondy,  preaeatiag  a  sUghl  addilioM  dond  it 
the  bottom,  4>f  specific  gravity  1023,  medente  acid 
te-action;  the  dond  at  the  bottom  contains  a  scanty 
sprinkling  of  octohedra,  and,  in  addition  to  these,  some  ' 
circular  thin  plates,  merited  with  concentriclines.  No 
albumen  present. 

24lh.  Her  mother  thinks  that  shehas  appeared  better , 
and  Icsa  melancholy.  Has  been  copionsly  pniged ; 
thxrsi,  consideiahlc. 

2(ith.  Catamenia  appeared  this  morning;  tfrine  of 
Ibis  morning  rather  pak^  but  clear,  with  a  dodd-like 
depcwit,  of  specific  gmvity  1016,  moderate  acid  re- 
action* deposit  contains  no  ozalata. 
.  Capt.  Pil.  Coloc.Co.,  gr.  v.,  tantnm.  Contin.  Pil. 
Bebeerims. 

October  2nd.  Has  complained  of  headache  and 
languor  the  last  two  days ;  mental  condition  not  much 
ii^proved;  sometimes  talkes  nonsense.  Pills  acted 
tbip»e  or  four  times. 

Omitt  PilnlB  Bebeerinas.  Capt.  Pil.  Coloc.  altera 
qnaque  nocte  tantnm.  R.  Ammoniw  Sesqnicarb. 
gr.  iij. ;  Tinct.  Lav.  Co.,  dr.  ss ;  Inf.  Csrcarillft,  os.  iss. 
Fiat  hansL  ter  die  snmend. 

l&th.  Since  taking  the  last  medidne  she  has  been 
free  from  headache,  and  has  lost  her  thirst ;  she  feels 
a  little  stronger*  and  appears  in  rather  better  spirits, 
hsiliMthtgnisf  is  not  improved ;  bowels  have  not  ^  acted 
for  seven  daya;  this  morning's  urine  is  clear,  containing 
a  few  flealing  veiy  light  eload*lfte  floccnll,  which  on 


standing  separated  into  a  Iqghl  dond-like  deposit,  occn- 
MtHmmtf  bm  not  fansticaUy  disposed,  but  for  the  j  ^^^  ^  ^„^jrter  of  the  liqnid,  and  consisting  of  single 

tm^wm  month,  hs.  h««n  nWnr<»d  tn  Worn*  mnr.  i  ^^  agg^gntOd  OCtOhcdra,  With  SCdcS  Of  epithdinm, 

of  spaeiic  gravity  1029,  very  feebly  add,  no  albumen. 

Contin.  hanst.  R.  Oiei  Crotonis,  gtt.  iy.;  Micas 
pan^.  q«  a.  pro  piL  zg.  Capt.  J.,  omni  nocte. 
■  28th.  Spirits  have  improved  very  much,  and  she  is 
vapft  disposed  to  laagh  and  joke  than  formerly ;  is 
dways  better  in  the  evening ;  does  not  talk  nonsense, 
bnt^after  going  to  church  on  the  25tfa  insisted  that  her 
mistress  had  been  iastmcting  the  deigyman  to  preach 
against  her;  is  still  indisposed  to  rise  in  the  mornings ; 
has  a  slight  eough ;  bowels  open ;  stools  very  offensive. 
Aspect  of  urine  aa  before ;  the  dondish  deposit  only 
occopies  1-lOth,  hot  contains  a  great  many  minute 
octohedra,  some  mucus-corpuscles  and  granular  mat- 
ter;  no  dbumen ;  spedfic  gravity  1025. 

To  leave  home  for  a  time.    Discharged. 


last  twdve  months  h^s  been  obaenred  to  become  more 
than  ever,,  .neglectiog  her  usod  occupations, 
tPBeariag  to  be  absorbed  in  thought.  Her  friends 
kave  reason  to  believe  that  this  change  in  her  demeanour 
law  been  doe  to  the  loss  of  a  faroorite  mistress,  on 
whom  die  had  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  during 
aiz  years.  Hie  sister  of  that  lady  she  is  now  living 
-with;  and  the  giri  appears  to  labour  under  the  imagina- 
lion  Hhal  she  has  committed  murder,  and  that  her  mis- 
tresatJa  fearftil  to  be  in  Ae  boose  with  her  alone  lest 
ahe  Aoald  injure  her  also.  She  says  that  her  crimes 
are  vwy^blaek,  and  that  all  the  sermons  she  hears  are 
dirsotly  kfeiled  against heiaelf.  She  haslatdy  faaded 
that  aha  waa. going  to  prison»  and  sometimes  is  veiy 
socht  4gitate4  abont  it.  She  has  los(  fiesh  to  some 
lOfMidjviag  her.illness,  an^  compldns  of  feeling  very 
Uif%  flushes  towards  .evening»  and  she  then 
veyy  drowqr ;  ^'a*  occasiond  headache,  but 
a»  t^fobbing  of  the  carotids.  Her  manner  is  rather 
tinid,  hot  poUte,  answers  any  questions  pot  to  her,  but 
looks  99t  of  the  window  the  whole  time,  never  turning 
hn  hend  unless  requested. to  do  so.  Bowels  confined; 
tangjpe  flabby,  rather  tremulous,  with  a  thin  white  fur; 
gUi|l'i75k  lather  weak ;  catamenia  have  always  been 
lagnlsr, ..  The  peculiar  turn  of  her  delusion  may  be 
4m  10  her  having  been  in  the  habit  lately  of  reading 
law^hooha  whieh  haveldn  in  her  way. 

Ofdend  a  nooHshing  diet,  with  mdt  liquor.  Pil. 
Golpo. .  Co.  gr.  x.»  d^  qnaque  nocte  snmend.  R. 
'BshtniaK8dpii.»  gr.  iy.;  Eztr.  Gent.,  q.  a.  pro  pil.  ter 

4io«mM.'  ... 

^tilUmtsr  22Bd.   JMondng'a  urine  rather  pale , 


Jlsmorif.— -The  termination 
seen. 


of  this  case  was  not 
Cases  of  insanity  are  not  commonly  met  with 
in  dispensary  practice,  and  wheii  they  do  occur,  the 
r  most  vdaahle .  meant  of  treating  ^m  are  withheld  by 
the  drenmstanees  of  the  patient.  Mord  influences  ean 
in  no  way  be  brooght  to  bear  upon  the  dIJbse,  and 
the  body  is  the  only  dkannel  through  which  the 
phyddan  is  permitted  to  act  upon  the  mind.  The 
subject  of  these  observations,  although  removed  from 
her  ntuation,  was  thus,  notwithstanding  my  injunctions 
to  the  contrary,  permitted  to  have  occasional  interviews 
with  the  fdiow  servanfs  and  her  mistrem ;  and  after 
every  such  meeting,  a  distinct  incresse  of  her  gloominess 
was  remarked.  Hernsothcr,  too,  took  no  pains  to  with- 
dntW  her  aund  froas  the  oontemphition  of  scenes 
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mi  wlkii.i»jf  IhorbUUf 4iraU.  Aoeoctfiif If,  altiMNiili 
daily  oat*door  eztrciM  ipw  eBfoiiMdy  and  it  wm  other* 
viae  andaavoared  to  reatora  the  toae  of.  the  ayataoi, 
the  aaceeai  waa  by  no  neaqa  what  (imder  mora 
iuroarable  circumatattoaa,}  ndght  iatriy  have  been 
looked  for.  Aa  in  the  former  caaa»  the  oxalic  uriae 
waa  connected,  not  only  Urith  niarked  derangement 
in  the  Ametiona  of  the  nervdna  a^atam,  bnt  alaa  adth 
m  deprafed  condition  of  the  genml  health. « Indetfi,' 
liadit  not  heen  for  the  debility  which  for  tnm-yean 
had  praoedad  the  death  of  her  miatraaa»  it  ia  probable 
that  tUa  efent»  deplored  aa  it  woold  atill  have  4)een, 
by  ao  aflbctionate  a  diapoaitioo,  woold  hare  loat  .it| 
freaboeaa  with  the  pragrem  of  time,  and  that  her  mind 
woold  not  have  given  way  under  the  ahock.  I  do  not 
know  whether  much  atrem  is  to  be  laid  npon  the 
daaappearance  of  the  oialatea  at  the  catamenial  period. 
I  have  noticed  the  aame  thing  in  another  instance. 
Two  other  pointa  relative  to  the  ozalatea  in  thia  oar 
deserve  notice;  otae  bf  theae  ia  the  form  of  the  depoalV 
on  the  15th  of  October,  and  the  mode  in  which  at  f4R. 
I  have  xeaaon.to  believe  from  .the  reanltof  I39i 
obaervjitiona  on  this  speciea  of  urine,  that  thia  ii  the 
form  which  ozaUite  of  lime  moat  commonly  preaents 
when  falling  at  a  diatinet  precipitate.  Lime,  either 
alone,  or  mixed  with  cryitala  of  nric  acid,  or  aome 
eptthelittm  aeales,  occurred  in  ninety-two  inaianeea. 
The  other  point  to  which  I  dedre  to  allude  ia  the 
oceorrenoeiif  what  1  teagine  to  be  a  form  of  oxafarie 
of  Ume,  hitherto  undaacribed,  althowgh  1  kmm  that 
othera  have  aotioad  it  in  etrcnfaar  Una  plalea<aboo% 
the  l-700th  of  .an.iooh  in  diameter*  l^me  leivr,  and 
aom^  much  amnller,  generally  having  aomewhat  of  a 
bluiafi  ting«>  *pd  being  more  or  lem  diatinc^y  marked 
with  connective  lines.  I  have  met  with  theae  plalea.^ 
ten  times,  and  with  three  exceptiona,  always  in  con- 
joDction  with  octohedral  crystala* 

Perhaps  a  few  words  may  not  be  out  of  place  up<A^' 
one  of  the  remedies  employ^  in  this  caae,  theaidphafc*' 
of  bebeerina.    To  such  as  have  uaad  it  little  need  l(i' 
aaid  in  its  praise;  to  those  who  have  not,*  I  may  atata 
that  for  the  last  twelve  montha  I  havo  emplojred  it  with 
the  moa  beneficial  .eifect  in  the  dispenaaiai^praetice,^  m^ 
ft  substitute  for  quiua,  and  alnuwt  tp  the  exclusion  qf 
that  alkaloid.     It  is  about  half  the  ^rice,  and  its 
medicinal  value  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  is  equal  to  it. 
It  was  introduced  into  practice,  in  this  country  by  Dr. 
Maclagan.    It  may  be  administered  either  in  a  pill 
withWrict  Of  gentian, Walter  dlaaolVlngtn  bdlling 
water,  along  with  a  ftfW  drops  of  aolphvfic  or  hydlr^ 
chl^rie  acid,  in  a  draught:    Aa  in  the  praaedt  inattMO, 
it  la  apt  to  prodnce^hirK,  and  aomelimeB  itaela  nprnv 
the  bowels.  *   •         . 

Since  writing  dm  aboae,  ihave  aceidantally  haaid 
that  this  patftant'a  mental  *  condition  is  scarcely  at  all 
improved  to  the  -presant  tioie.  8he  spends  a  con- 
atderable  portion  of  the  day  in  bed,  refusing  to 
get  up,  and  will  allow  no  medical  man  to  see  her. 


^       '  •  PROVWCIAf        -       ' 

WBDN£SDAY»  JUtY  14,  1M7. 


'  The  ardnons  natiiro  of  tho  datioi  iHiiali 
deTolre  upon  medical  practitioBera,  the  kwig 
ami  €oiii]Mreheiiaive  oovrae  of  atvdy  whidh  is 
i^uired  to  fiilly  qualiiy  tiMm  for  tbe  diertttr|6 
of  tkeae  datiear--4lM  eentiaaml  appUeaftiM^e- 
cMnry -te  keep  ap  with  the*  wNaoee  e£  knew- 
lMi«>**^tlie€leeeMflref  otadrvfltfeii,  fkt^^hmn' 
,<]^*Chibgiit  and  wmtohitef  te  the^elMet'aad^f' 
tjke^bed^de,  indiopeBiiUetoreiieeeatfidi^kttBtiea, 
4-tlie  reqponaibllitles  whioh  attack  to  linto,*- 
finally,  the  devotion  and  aelf-aacrifioea  reqaired 
id  them,  cannot  fall  to  be  apparent  to  tbe  refle0« 
ihg  mind.  The  qualifications  neceasary  to 
fona  a  welMoatmeted  and  tkilful  pliyaioiaa  or 
fliirgeon  are  not  those  of  the  miUioci.  They 
require  for  their  attainment  a  eemhination  of 
mental  acqairementa^  energy,  and  peraeveranee* 
with  which  comparatirely  few  are  endowed; 
and  yet,  though  thia  ta  a  iruth  which  will  pro* 
bably  not  be  questioned,  and  though  it  ia  admitted 
that  the  laboorer  Is  worthy  of  Ins'liirey  it  iarin 
a  Uteral  sense  the  hire  of  the  «eva  Isbontr 
whieh  is  ap^^ioned  to  the  regard  ef  rnsh 
services  as  men  thiu  quaUfied  ana  calledupea  te 


(To  be  coiUwnad.) 


a>  'U. 


Ne  ene  qttestieaa*mther  the  ralne  of  fthMe  ser« 
viess»  or  the  necessity  wjiith  eziaU  for  seenrhig 
thflito  to  all  classes  of  the  population  not  in  a  ooa« 
4ition  to  obtain  them  for  themselves.    The  stato 

Sroviaion  made  for  efficient  medical  attendance 
1  the  army  and  navy,  and  i^t  Poor-Law  union4» 
^4l^e  namerotts  charitab|e.n)edical  institutions 
throughqiit  the  ^c^antry,  ho^pitali,  dispenaaries, 
&C.,  are  sufficient,  evidences  q(  the  eelinuition  in 
which  the  advice  and  assistance  of  medical,  prpc- 
titionera  are  held.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  we 
will  venture  to  assert,  that  with  the  education 
and  station  of  gentlemen,  and  intellectual qaali« 
ications,  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  class  ef  the 
commnnity,  the  entire  rerenues  of  the  prefei'* 
fibn  derived  from  the  emoluments  of  pfactice 
ario  not  sufficient  for  the  tep|»ort  of  one  fimrffi 
of  their  number. 

'  We  have  been  led  to  these  reflections  it  tlie 
present  moment  by  a  consideration  of  the  memo- 
rial lately  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  signed  by  upwards  of  one  thousand  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  of  that  country.  This  memo* 
tfU'was  published  in  our  last  numbert  end  if 
worthy  of  deep  attention,  as  shewing  whateaeri- 
Ifiees  are  required  from  thenedioal  profsoBion,attd 
in  what  oonslderatidn  such  saerifioes  are  virtaailf 
held  by  the  Government.  Five  shillings  ptr^Um 
^  i#,  it  aplpears,  considered  a  fitting  remaneMdiM ' 
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for  a  qnaliMl   phyrieiafli  in  andertaking  the  can  no  longer  ba  Iwnia,  and  (he  tolerance  oMw  adttital 

reiponailiiUliea^  the   labour,  and   tile   danger  it  eiliauaied.    Its  exhibition  is  then  stopped,  aod  if  (Me 

ioseparaUe  fi^m  the  charge  of  a  large  ibrer.  disease  for  fihieh  it  had  been  given  ahonld  fail  to 

hospital,  crowded  with  patients,  and  overflowing  be  alleviated,  the  remedy  fiills  into  disrepute  for  what 

with  infeetion;   while  the  workmen  who  are  has  rather  been  sn  error'in  the  mode  of  administeriog  it, 

employed  on  the  baUdiog^^bricklayetfl,  carpen*  t»d  the  case,  usoally  one  in  which  numerous  other 

ters^  painters,  &c.,---are  ahaolately  paid  for  their.  rwfAiti  waasures  have  beep  previously  tried,  is  pw- 
mere  manual  labour  at  a  higher  rate.    We  ha^,  ^  ^^^^^  obaiioate,  intractable,  peifaape  inearable. 


inlepdfd  $/^  eivtend  these  conaiderationa  to  what 
if  gaing  on^n ,  thi«  aid^.of  the  Chunnei*  wbare 
the«iedieftl  egeeit  of  jinioBa  in  LivaspeoL  aai. 
othir  large  ivfm,  lately  wiled  hy  ee^tagi^i^ik, 
feveryhnve  been  in  like  manner  bestowing,  their 
servieee  and  their  time,  and  sacrificing  their 
lives,  reeeiving^in  return,  at  the  hands  of  Poor- 
Law  authorities,  a  similar  amount  of  grateful 
consideration ;  but  we  are  compelled,  by  want  of  | ) 
space,  to  postpone  the  questions  which  arise  unti) 
another  oecaaion,  when  we  purpose  to  review  th.e 
entire  subject  of  public  medical  iemuneratioo> 
together  with  its  bearings  en  the  «ta4tc»  and  pros- 
pects of  the  members  of  the  profession. 


KetoMMv 


OhttrvaHtm  m  tke  fatkoiogy.  mid  Tnatmnt 

BiumUB  ef  Me  Skin,  tfmi^raUf  fronoweed 

HUractMej    »f  Taoius  HmiT,  ILBJCS^  Eeg.-, 

I«.8.A^fiM;  £fOnden.(9voi.  pp.  US^ 

Some  months  ago  the  author  of  the  present  week 

directed  attention  is  this  Joaraal  taa  iiiethod  of  adninis- 

tedag  Bhienie  In  some  iotrictable  f6nris  of  skin  diseaie. 


Pne  gnat  owrit  of  the  practice  teeoasmeoded'hy  Mr. 
HoDt  is,  that  it  aceoide  with  HkeraikmaU  of  thaaction  of 
other  niedidnes  of  a  hke  character;  and  we  are  so  audi 
iff  the^hibil  of  nslng  medicines  empirically,  toprodoce  an 
immediate  and  specific  efiect,  and  are  so  little '  acquainted 
'inth  the  physiological  action  or  modus  operandi  of 
'almost  all  of  them,  that  any  contribution  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  action  of  medicinal  agents  on  the  general  system 
it.4iraaght  with  instruction  and  .benefit,  the  ultimate 
reanlti  of  which  indeed  can  seareely  be  calculated, 

^e  admtnistratton,  then,  of  anenie,  is  these  miBUte 
doses,  (five  drops  of  Fowler's  solution,  three  times  dailyr^^. 
with,  or  shortly  after,  the  meals,)  seems  well  calculated  to 
insure  its  absorption  and  diffusion  through  the  system. 
Given  in  this  manner  it  may  be  expected  grsduslly  and 
saf(^I^,  as  iar  as  the  tolerance  of  the  micenl  can  be 
'  e^^lished,  to  induce  those  alterativg  changes  in  the 
blood,  and  through  that  on  tbe.oig^iis||s„which  its  indi' 
vidnal  ptoperitea  eaabla  it  to  efibot.  The  poiat  o£ 
tsteaace  is,  it  seaais,  iadieatad  by  theaolton  on  the  eon- 
Janetiva,  aainflamed  slate  of  that  membraae  being  after 
a  time  iadoced.  The  dose  of  the  medicine  must  then  be 
lessened,  perhaps,  for  a  time,  die  use  of  it  altogether  dia« 
fjatiiiufd,  to  be  again  resumed  in  smaller  quantities,  and 


We  have  here  an  amplication  of  his  views,  wHh  m^nnt 

preciM  dtreetions  as  to  the  use  of  tfiis  remedy,  and  illns-'^  Usinflaeooe  kept  up  for  weeks  or  months,  until,  as  in  the 
tratedl/f  details  of  cases,  exemptifyiag  its  powais  anl^vcai^  of  cutaneous  diseases,  the  moriiiddtiposition  is  coun- 

^||cted  ffr  4asitoyed  by^tha  prolonged  use  of  the  remedy. 
Thp4af  ia  brief,  a  summary  of  the  history  of  Mr.  Hunt's 
eases,  and  among  those  special  affections  which  have 
yieMed  to  the  constituMonal  influence  of  arsenic  thus 


the  ganaiml  infiieatioos  for  ita  employment. 

The'  employm^t  fs^  airsenic  in  chronic  eotaneous  dfidiS^ 
lioesis  no  new  practice,  1>dt  the  directions  given  for  its 
use  by  Mr.  Hunt,  are  very^different  from  those  generally 


laid  down  by  preceding  writers,  and  approximate  rathef    induced,  the  most  satisfactory  instances  will  be  foond  in 


to  the  method  followed  in  prescribing  alterative  doses  of 
mercury,  where  the  intention  is  to  produce  an  alterative 
action,\  without  affec)ing  the  system  so  decidedly  as  to 
bring  out  the  more  evident  efiects  of  the  mineral  on  the 


ealivaiy  g^lands.    Accordingly,  in  the  sam^  manner,  u  the.   lhf|  syphilitic  characters  of  many  of  these  cases  being 

..»  '\       .  «..  ..  ..  ..  •  .  ..  'V*  <  •  •  ••  SL-J        1 1_ 


tSQ^  sifLte  of  the  gums,  induced  by  the  prolonged  action 
^  small  doses  of  meienry,  becomes  at  once  sn  eyidettca 
ef  the  aytem  being  brought  under  the  influence  of  the 
BMdicine,  and  an  indication  tor  the  diminution  of  the  dose, 
so  in  lik^  manner  is  the  effect  produced  on  the  conjunctival 
membrane  of  the  eye  by  the  lengthened  use  of  small 
doses  of  arsenicj  an  evidence  of  the  system  being  brought., 
nader  the  influence  of  this  remedy*  and  an  indicalioo  also^ 
for  ladednglha dasa^ 
The  osoa^  mode  of  administering  useoic  is,  as  offXf 
well  know,  to  coaHaaooa  with  very  small  quae- 
gtaduaily  augmenting  them  until   the  stomach 
^nathaia  tahar  iaanase  in  the  dose  of  the  P«mj|J 


those  well-knoirn  opprobria  mediciae,— prurigo,  lepra, 
psoriasis,  eesema,  acne,  and  even  lupus. 

The  failures  of  arsenic  as  an  intoraal  remedy  for 
^taneoos  aflbctions  is  attributed  by  the  author,— 1st,  to 


iivafloioked,— arseuio  is  prf»cribed  when  mercury  is 
waniad;  2od,  to  its  being  administered  daring  theinflam- 
aMtory  er  fobiile  stages  of  the  disease;  3rd,  t^  the 
exhibition  of  the  remedy  on  an  empty  stomaeh,  when  it  is 
ftoquently  obliged  to  be,abandoaed  from  the  gastric  irri« 
tation  excited ;  4th,  to  the  doses  in  which  it  is  oidefcti 
being  too  lai^e,  and  tb«  intervals  too  distant;  and 
lastly,  the  most  common  and  most  serious  error  of  allf  the 
giving  it  in  gradually  increanng  dotes, 
f  The  properties  of  araenie  to  be  kept  in  view  in  iU 
nedicinal  ac^n  on  the  syatem  sra,  according  to  the 
aothor^lst,  ito  comniative  character ;  hence  the  aeeesnty 
for  xfuidiBf  the  coeiamn  pmctice  of  gradually  ioorsanag 
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tbe  dose  to  the  oti»oit  verge  of  toleration  by  ibe  stomach. 
2imI.  The  tudden  arrest  of  diseased  action  often^obsenrable 
under  the  admiflistFation  of  the  masinora  dose.  "  A  foil 
dose  beiiif  administered  at  regnlax  ioterrals,  io  a  few  dajs 
(or  possibly  weeks,)a  pricking  sensationis  felt  in  the  Ursi, 
and  the  conjonetiYa  beconMS  slightly  inflamed.  At  tMt 
Cfuh  the  iUteate  it  bnmght  under  aurttl^  and  ^eneraUy 
from  this  period  appear*  to  he  thorn  of  Ui  strength.  The 
return  of  healthy  aciioo  in  the  cotsneoiu  vessels  oflen 
beeoAies  visible,  and  is  s^bly  felt  by  the  patient,  on 
ih9  very  day  on  which  the  eyes  become  saffused 
with  tears.**  3rd.  The  effect  of  an  over-dose  on  the 
servons  system,  prodndng  lor  a  lengthened  period  sob- 
seqoent  intolerance  of  the  medicine  even  in  tbe  smallest 
doses.  4(h.  That  while  in  large  doses  it  irritates  the 
bowels,  in  small  doses  it  soothes  them,  tending  to  check 
the  diarrhcBs  and  gastrio*  irritations  which  ireqaently 
aeeoaspany  siun  diseases.  And  lutly,  that  tbe  sascepti- 
bilily  of  some  indtvidnals  to  the  inflaence  of  ane&ic>  is 
so  great  as  to  amount  almoit  to  complete  intolerance,  and 
that  yet  in  persons  of  this  description,  suffering  under 
diseases  of  the  skin,  in  very  greatly  reduced  doses  it 
proves  equally  beneficial  in  curing  the  disease,  as  in 
those  of  ordinary  soseeptibility. 

The  treatise  is  divided  into  ibnr  sections :  tbe  first 
is  devoted  to  the  introdoetory  obiervations ;  the  second 
contains  cases  illustrative  of  the  use  of  arsenic  according 
to  Bir.  Hunt's  method;  the  third  contains  some  general 
observations  on  the  cases  in  the  preceding  section ;  and  in 
the  fourth  is  considered  the  important  questions,  "  Are 
loeal'dlsesses  ever  salutary  to  the  system  at  large?  and 
art  there  any  cases  which  eannoi  be  cured  without  risking 
the  ^enerlii  hOalth  ? 

In  reference  to  this  last  subject,  the  author  lays  down 
the  f61lowing  propositions : — 

"I.  Local  disorders  of  local  origin  may  be  sa^y 
treated  locally,  if  the  general  health  be  sound. 

'*  n.  Local  disorders  of  constitutional  origin  cannot  be 
treated  locally  without  risk. 

"III.  Disorders  of  mixed  origin, partly  constitutional, 
partly  local,  require^first,—- general,  afterwards  local 
tiuatment.** 

The  observations  introduced  in  the  discusrion  of  these 

propositions  are  highly  judicious,  and  the  entire  section  is 

worthy  of  attentive  perusal.     Alihough  indiscriminate 

local  treatment  is  justly  censored,  and  the  use  of  local 

applfeatiotes  diseonraged,  io  aiaay  of  those  afliectiona  in 

mhieh  they  have  very  genersUy  been  had  teeonne  to,  it 

should  be  observed  that  the  author  doee  not  omit  to  call 

to  his  aid  those  other  adjuvants  in  the  general  treatment  of 

chronic  cotineons  diseases  which  the  symptoms  indicate. 

•    Jti  coneludidf  these  reibarks,  we  have  only  to  add,  that 

we  obosid^  Mr.  Httot's  mode  of  adaiinisterinf  arsenic  as 

an  aflerAtive,  a  ittional  practice,  and  worthy  of  extended 

trial,  not  only  in  chronic  cutanOoos  disease  dependhif^  vn 

constitutional  causes,  but  in  other  constitutional  diseases,  in 

which  benefit  may  be  looked  for  by  impregnating  the 

systom  with  this  powerldl  agent. 


T»k  Ba^'Vearl^  AMrvet  ^  ike  M§diMi  Sekam. 
Edited  by  W.  H.  Raxkuis,  M.D^  Cattab^  late 
Physician  to  the  Suffolk  General  HoqpitaL  VoKV. 
Jaa«aiy-*Jone,  1847*    pp.  413. 

Thia  vnlntoe  oTDr.  lUnking'a  Abemct  ooBtains  tht 
niual  attMMrat  of  aelectkma  of  the  more  important  coo* 
tribntions  in  praetital  mediobw,  ayneiaalkallyawsangod 
linder  the  aeveral  hieada  of— I.,  Fmctieal  Medicine^ 
t^athdogy,  andTherapentks;  II.»  Surgery;  andlH.^ 
Midwlf^,  and  DiaeMo  «f  GUMlca.  Th»HMM  an 
added  three  Repbfta  oft  ihn  umv  saljrtte,  byihtf  Bdhir 
$ni  Mr.  AnceU ;  a  Report  on  H^h^e|ical'€llh«siscrf,. 
by  pr.Day ;  a  Report  on  Porendc  Medicine  andToxteo- 
log|r»by  Professor  Guy,  and  a  Report  on  the  Surgical' and 
Medicinal  ApplicatiOB  of  the  Vapovr  of  ^ther,  by  Dr. 
Ranking.  In  Mr.  AneeU's  report  on  the  Progress  of 
Surgery,  there  are  special  iectSotti  onVcnerenl  Diseases^ 
and  on  Aural  Suigery. 

The  £ditor*s  report  on  the  Inhalation  of  JEihtet 
will  be  regarded  with  peculiar  interest*  Our  present 
object  will  be  attained  by  quoting  the  concluding 
sentences  iHiich  embody  tbe  reanlt  of  Dr.  Ranking'a 
deliberate  eiaminatton  of  all  that  has  hitherto  been 
adduced  in  favour  of  and 'against  the  practice  :— 

.  f  We  now  bring  our  report  on  the  subject  of  ether* 
inhalation  to  a  close,  and  in  doing  so,  heg  to  guard  our- 
selves against  the  imputation  of  a  preiiuitare  admission 
of  all  that  has  been  said  in  ita  favour.  In  the  cnticism 
we  have  thought  it  right  to  mefce  flpoo  the  nnam 
objections  whkh  teve  fkom  ttee  to  time  appeared,  our 
sole  intention  haa  bce»  to  point  not  the  mommqmiwr 
Mfkt  in  which  the  adverse  argnnMntatiOB  haa  been 
conducted.  We  do  not  dei^  that  other  and  more 
logical  objections  may,  upon  further  experience,  be. 
justifiably  adduced  ;  bnt  we  do  maintain  that  up  to 
ith#i»reaent  time  no  evideaoe  of  i^jiinoaa  el^ts  hsv 
;been  brought  forwasd,  which  ooght  to  weigh  against 
I  tUeaeemasnlatedlerttosonyyiiiaaiiety  mocepanicttlaidy* 
wMch  hascansed  many  to  regard  the  iotrodnetion  of 
eth^-inhalatiott  as  one  of  the  most  merciful  dispe&sa* 
tions  of  Protidence." 


SB 
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VtoteiHitigft  of  SiOCietfM. 

SOUTH-EASTERN    BRANCH    OF   THE    FRO- 
VI^CIAL     MEDICAL     AND     SURGICAL^ 
^JJSSOCIATION. 

A»*VAh  WBTIMG. 

On  Wedaesdey,  the  SOih  Jnne,  18i7«  the  third 
Annivetsary  Meeting  of  this  3ranoh  AsaodaHoMras. 
bM  nt  tho  Town  Hall»  Reigate,  when  the  follSPng. 
gemlemen  were  preaent:*— 

Meears.  Wallace,  of  Carshalton ;  Henry  M.  HolaMO^ 
of  Hurstpierpoint;  Smith,  of  Crawley;  Marthi,  of 
Pnlboroogh;  Pickanoe,  of  Penshnrsl}  Dra.  Sibbald 
and^flomley,  of  MaMsione;  Meesrs.  West,o(Tnnbridge; 
Chaldecotty  and  Napper,  of  Dorkii^;  Fowol  and 
Tnsnerv  of  Tanhridge  Wells ;  GdraMd»of  Favershamf 
Bsetbsgtoo,  of  Tuahridge^  Pont»  of  Yaldiag;  Ooald^ 
of  Wateringbury;  Martin»  Peter  Martin^  Steele,, 
and  StesoByOf  Beigatej  Bottonleyy  and  Pletoher,  of 


V 


SOOTH.EASTERK  BRANCH  Mi^ETINO  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


381 


Sfi 


CfojdoD;  Di*.  SylTftter,  of  Clapham ;  MaekneH,  ot 
fiastingi;  FoffbM,  of  London;  Jenkf,  of  Brighton; 
Mettra.  Cordy  Borrows,  of  Brighton;  Harris,  of 
Northiam;  Whitfield,  of  Ashford;  WaWs,ofHartfi6ld; 
Thompson,  of  Westerham;  Stedman,  and  Nappilr, 
of  Gnildford;  Hant,  of  Hern«  Bay;  Davies,  of 
York  Town,  Bagshot;  Long,  of  Barham;  Raid,,  of 
Captarbary;  HextaU  Smith,  of  St.  Mary  Cray;  and 
other  ganllemeny  not  yet  memhen  of  the  Association. 

Br.  SUihal^  tha^relifiiig  ftgijidwtfyba^eg  takf &  the 
•obttev  addiasied.  ibe  MaadQc  to  i\ie  f^Uowing  .effeot  .*«- 
^  Ob  ntitliig^  frapB  tha  oflea  which  yoor  kind  partiality 
•wigwid  4o  ma  last  yaar»  I  shall  delay  the  proceedings ' 
■of  thia  meeting  for  a  very  few  moments  only ;  for  there-^ 
laill  dotthtlesa  he  mnch  ioteretting  matter  to  engag»' 
yoar  attention  during  the  short  period  for  which  wa 
have  net,  and'  I  shoold  npt  readily  heazcased,  if  I. 
ware  naedle^ely  to  trespasa.  on  the  ralaahle  tlmp 
ivqaired  for  the  special  basinesa  of  thia  meeting. 
That  I  hare,  been  ooasiderad  as  worthy  to  occupy 
thia  chair  I  feel  as  a  high  distinction.  Your  approba- 
tion giTcs  real  eminence ;  and  to  merit  your  favourable 
opinion  I  hope  is  a  pure  and  rightly  directed  ambition. 
I  bag  to  oiTer  my  congratnlations  oo  the  appolntaieat 
of  my  wofihy  laaceseor,  Mr.  Wallacca  to  whom,  with 
the  graaieet.plaasnra,  I  shall  reeign  my  office. 

The  minutes  of  proceedings  at  the  Ashford  mee^tinjg 
'Were  then  confirmed  by  the  present  meeting,  and  signed 
hy  Dr.  Sibbal4i»who  then  left  the  chair,  and  handed  in 
Hr.  Wallace,  who  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows:— 

Gent3emaB,«-aiia  kind  partiality  of  friends,  rather 
tiun  any  nMrlt«of' mine, baa  placed  ma  in  this  chair; 
and  I  thvow  myaelf  on  yoor  indnlganee,  when  I  request 
that  yon  will  impvta  my  defieienales,  not  to  my  want 
of  seal  to  msineaitt  the  oredit  of  theao  meedags,  bQ>; 
«o  my  incapacity.  ,  .  .^  • . 

It  would  be  wanting  in  respect  to  thia  meetings  and 
■also  imposing  raurabit  an  myeell^  were  X  no^  tp  malNh 
yon  a  abort  addteetf  opon  ttaa  matires  which  hava. 
indnoed  the  parent  Sooie^  to  inatitate  these  BmmIi^ 
meetings;  and,  genUemeli,  short  it  mnst  be,  at  yvHa 
Comnfltlee  hare  ammgad  (hat  the  buaiaaes  of  tbie 
maettng  do  cease  at  five  o'clock,  in  order  that  the 
tanwindar  of  onr  How  thia  day  may  be  devoted  to 
■ocial  intereonrpe  .at  the. dinner  table,  to  which  I  trust 
•all  of  na  will  be  able  to  a4|oam. 

Let  US  bear  in  mind,  gentlemen,  the  main  objects  to 
•effect  which  onr  Association  was  established,  namely, 
to  communicate  knowledge,  and  to  promote  social  and 
friendly  intercourse.  ^  The  communication  of  KmowMge 
baa  been  carried  out  in  an  aminant  degree  by  the 
■iachinery  ad<»pted  for  that  parpose^  and  nothing 
AHber  was  required  to  make  it  perfect.  But  in  oideK 
that  social  and  friendly  intercourse  might  be  rendand 
more  available.  Branch  Associations  have  been  estab*. 
lidked,  ea  t&a  Parent  Society  considered,  and  considevpd 
▼ery  justly,  that  ihe  more  such  interoonrsa  was  pro- 
ttoted  the  greater  would  ha,  not  the  attainmana  of 
knowledge  merely,  bat  also  the  alavatlon  of  chamolet; 
■and  oonseqoanea  of  the  medical  praetltionar  in  his 
-own  eyes  as  well  as  those  of  tha  public*  That  iMh 
intereonrsa  cannot  but  prodnca  these  good  efiactS|raDd 
has  already  pndooad  them,  I  need  only  caU  to  your 
recoUeatkwf  tho  last  Anniversary  of  this  Branch  Md  at 
Ashford»  whiah  was  attandad  by  a  conaidarabla  nambsc 


of  medical  men  who^  for  the  talent,  and  for  the  acquire- 
ment which  they  displayed,  and  also  for  gentlenMnly 
aondnct,  would  have  done  hononr  to,  and  have  raised 
the  character  of,  any  claw  of  persons  how  blglr  soavsr 
thei#  station  might  be.  And  when  soma  of  us  are  ablo 
to  recollect  the  change  which  has  taken  place  In  tha 
last  thirty  years,  we  may  impute  this  highly  gratilyiag 
manifestation  of  improvement,  partly  to  the  advance- 
ment of  knowledge  in  sooie^  generally,  partly  to  tha 
obligation  to  observe  a  more  severe  course  of  preliminary 
study,  and  also  to  that  social  intercourse  whidi  medicift 
men  have  enjoyed  during  that  period,  and  which, 
such  UMettngs  as  oors,  this  day^  tend  in  an  arnhMUt 
degi^  to  advance— for  not  only  is  the  knowledge  of  all 
increased  by  the  medical  cases  reported,  and  by  tha 
observations  which  they  call  forth,  but  aleo  a  stimulus 
Is  given  to  induce  us  to  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  such 
association.  But,  gentlemen,  the  beneficial  effects  of 
these  meetings  do  not  stop  ai  thils  point ;  I  consider 
that  a  great  moral  good  is  eiboted.  Wa  afelad  by  anok 
interconsa  to  respect  and  esteem  those  whom,  bat  for 
these  meetings,  we  should  know  nothing  of;  and,  by 
comparison,  to  think  less  well  of  ourselves.  Wa'  leava 
these  meetings  wiser  and  better  man. 

Medical  Reform  is  at  this  time  so  engrossing  a  subject 
that  it  cannot  entirely  be  lost  sight  of ;  and  although  I 
hope  and  trust  that  this  meeting  may  notbeooma  tiia 
;afena  of  political  discussion,  I  would  merely  remark 
that  we  have  causa  to  congratulate  each  other  on  tha 
higher  degree  of  estimation  in  wh^k  the  madical  pro. 
fessiou  is  held  by  Parliament^  and  by  the  public,  at 
this  time  than  formerly.  This  is  aUributable  to  tha 
iidvanaement  of -medical  men  in  all  that  adorns  (ha 
scientific  gentleman,  and  also,  in  no  small  degree^  to  tha 
good  feeliag  which  exists  amongstthem,  of  which  tha^^- 
lie  aoaa  beaema  wall  awars-'and  tha  mora  conspianoaa 
these  qualities  are  rendered,  the  sooner  will  the  Legis- 
lature do  us  all  joatice.  Therefore  let  us  go  on  in  the 
course  which  wa  are  this  day  pursuing,  and  let  tha 
meeting  at  Reigate  not  fall  short  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  the  Ashford  meeting  is  held.  Let  it  bf  our 
constant  endaavovr  to  suppress  all  unworthy  sentimants 
as  respects  each  other,  and  to  encourage  every  kind 
and  friendly  feeling,  and  let  that  be  said  of  as  winch 
was  said  by  the  Pagans,  of  thf  early  Christians,  and 
which  tended  mainly  to  advance  their  views,  ^'  Sea  how 
these  Christians  love  one  another." 


RSPOar. 

The  Committee  of  this  Branch  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Assodation,  beg  to  report  aa 
follows:— 

Sitica  our  last  Amraal  Meeting  at  Ashford,  It  was 
approved  by  an  unaniflsoas  resolve  of  tha  great  meeting 
of  tha  Parent  Association  at  Norwich,  that  tha  whole 
of  the  counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Surrey,  should  bo 
included  in  the  Sonth.Eastem  District,  as  being  of 
convenient  form  and  siee ;  with  the  probabllf ty  that  tha 
Annual  Meetings  thereof  would  be  so  appointed^  tiiat 
every  mambar  ri  iWliig  in  tbosaaoutties  might  ba 
eimhlad  to  attend. tham,  without  l(he  nooessi^  of  ivery 
long  jowrnays,  or  of  being  absent  from  home  mora  than 
floe  antira  day. 

Thia  resolution  of  the  Parent  Association,  grounded 
on  ana  of  onr  own  adopted  at  the  Ashford  meatinf^has 
been  commaoicatad  by  tha  Secretary  to  every  member 
redding  in  tha  thrsa  aaaotlaa^noc  praviaasly  amambar 
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.qI  t)if  QmMb;  «iid  covM  b«Ye»iii,Mcordaiio6  with  il^ 
eipnawd  tii^lr  with  to  b«  ooi»idtr»d  as  momben  of  tb« 
.  Biwicb,  bat  othen  bare  not  dona  so,  and  it  it  of  conraa 
cntirtly  opdoa^. 

Soon  after  the  annual  meeting  at  Ashfordi  that  !b  to 
aay,  on  the  ]  5lh  of  July,  the  Secretary  wrote  to  almoet  all 
the  offices  of  the  bigbeat  eminence  established  for  pnr* 
poses  of  Ilfe^ssaranoe,  seventy-sis  in  number,  enolos* 
ing  copies  of  the  resolution  adopted  at  that  neetlrif  oi| 
the  refosal  of  tbete  offiees  to  gire  any  fee  or  Mnaoeral 
tion  for  opiniona  and  statements  requived  of  madloai 
Aen  Tespaet&Dg  the  health  of  their  patienu  applying 
inr  Ufe-asstaianoe. 

To  these  applioations  your  Saevelaiy  laporli  that;|i 
ja^vad  not  iMfa  than  three  or-lMiransveffe,  ei7rB4 
aiag  the  feadineas of  tbofe  three  or  ibai  officaato g^vi 
Usee  ilk  relBiD  <for  ooospliaDoa  with  their  raquaMs*    Thi 
others  loo^  no  «otioe  of.  his  appUoati^n. 

.Sinef  wpjr  last  meeting  three  important  cantributionf 
toipedloal  Ulananse  hare  appeared  from  members  of 

Ih^  Sonth-Eastem  Branob* 
Mf.  Hunt,  of  Berne  Bay»  has  long  devoted  much 

attention  to  the  difficult  bat  interesting  subjectof  diseases 

of  the  skin ;  and  he  has  given  his  views  on  the  subject 

to  the  professioiL  in  a  .volume  jost  published.    Mr.  Hont 

ccjosidery  a  variety  of  chronic  and  intractable  eruptions 

to,  be  manifeatatioiu  of  one  disease  of  the  generd 

ayatem,  and  to  be  amenable  to  one  general  pla^  of 

treatment.  ,  Arsenic  has  been  long  known  as  the  moat 

powerful  alterative  applicable  to  skin  diseases ;  but  Mr. 

Hunt  appears  to  have  met  with  unusual  success  from'  its  • 

use  in  small  and  long-continued  doses  after  a  pre-  v 

paratory  antiphlogistic  treatment.    Mr.  Hunt's  experi- 


tha  medieal  practidener  than  that  of  medical. .ethicsl; ' 


of  Camberwell,  received  the  Jacksonian  prise  of  the 
College  of  Sargeonsy  for  an  essay  on  tbe  diseases  of 
the  great  blood-vessels.  This  essay  has  now  been 
expanded  by  Mr.  Crisp  into  a  volaine,  contidnSaga 
moat  oempleta  and  tmst  worthy  aceount  of  th»  state  of 
our  knowledge  on  this  most  important  subject.  The 
author  haaoollacteda  vary  large  number  o(  facts  respect- 
ing the  diseases  and  the  wounds  of  arteries  and  veinsi: 
and  applying  the  numerical  method  to  the  analysis  oT 
these  Ihots,  he  has  arrived  at  aavaval  knpartant  and 
valuable  dedsetlQtti.  iBptnleslar,iittayhaBiiantloosd 
thai  in  oaaea  ef  artamal  aawMlilH»  Mr.  Cilsp  aoutdsia 
a  large  amount  of  aaassss  ^aay  he  egpeded^wmthe 
oa«ifnl«appMeallaii  «f  prasenrs,  whan  the  qrftoaHan  of 
the  disease  atoka  oif  it,  and  that  iaeaatft  0/ popUtsat 
aneurism,  and  of  aaaarism  at  the  bend  ol  the  elbow^ 
prssiW  will  ia  »  nuijerity  of  aasaa  pmveat  the  acees- 
sity  of  aa  operatiaiu  If  the  laspoBaibfllty-  of  a 
provincial  practitioner  is  great  In  the  daily  mttineof 
ptaotJoa»  it  ia  wmaaafly  so  with  zefciaooe  to  weands  of 
artorias.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  4he  a«bjeot,  aa  well 
as  preeence  of  mind  to  apply  that  kneadadge*  are 
indispensable;  and  the  Comiuittae strongly lecommead 
the  study  of  Mr.  Crisp's  work  to  these  who  deairs  to 
be  prepared  for  wuf  than  the  "  oidinary  emergendes'^ 
of  praotioe. 

In  referenea  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  attached  to  thia 
AssodatioB,  the  Committee  beg  again  to  leeomassnd  it 
to  the  considesatfao  ef  members  y  altbeoghpefhafb  no 
aaaea  ef  destitute  widows  and<  effftigis.ef  vadieal  man 
OMRT  i»  thiadistiiot,  whioh  arajieumAuiently  attsnded 
to^  aujHteiowa  oases  d9  impr.  ii^. other. parts  of  the 
kingdoBB,  well  worthy,  qS  theaygipathy  and  pecnaiaiy 


ence  teaches  that  fair  eases  of 'lepra,  psoriasis,  ecaeaia,  \  aasistfuaoe  of  jmembera..  A  small  contribution  fsom 
imt>etlgo,  and  other  ehnmfo  Mtoptfons,  fail  te  yldd  to  ^ 
wail-direatad  araenieal  treatmeat^ 


,each  member  would  be  weU  aud  worthily  applied. 
Yoiir  $;ommittae  would  neglect  ab  important  duty  if 
Few  subjects  are  more  intereatiag  and  iqipo^jta^tji  iAaf  did  not  allade  to  the  subject  of  aaedical  reform— 


irettliJeet  peculiarly  fkiterastiBg  to  us  all,  boeaase,wUle 


in- 


and  it  should  mora  especially  engage  our  attenUpn  A  /  Uie  Profession  continued  ih  its  present  uhsettled  state, 

thepreeenttime,  when  the  altered  state  of  society,  and  V,  .  ,-        ....         .  <         ..^     t* 

^.  ,  ,    ,       .      ^        .      '      ;     it  is  a  source  of  perpetual  discu&sion  and  vexation*    It 

the  great  advancement  of  education  have  m  a  gredti    * 

measure  removed  the  ancient  land-maitor'af  {ifrofei. 

aienal'dfsflnetion,  while  legislators  have  hitherto  foiled 

in  thmr  endeavours  to  estahK^  new  ones.    The  Cem- 

mittae  oennder  the  "Akemos*'  of  Dr.  Maahneas  tpbe  fmight  apply  e«aelfeae«elwiaaiy><e  flte  aeiansa  and  the 


a  TaluablaooDtributioa  to  this  braneh  of  madlcel 
litaminre.  It  is  not  only  required  of  the  aeaomplish«d 
physician  or  surge^m.  that  he  should  be  able  accora^ly 
to  diagnnse  disease,  and  to  direct  the  remedies  for  its 
ouie^  a  right .  consideration  of  the  '*  moral  aspect^  df 
medical  life"  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  his  succes^ 
fttl  career^  and  to  his  general  usefulness.  We  may  ^y, 
with  some  complacency,  that  in  the  performance  ot  ita 
duties  towards  society,  no  pfofession  shows  fewer  instai^- 
ces  of  fsilni^e  than  our  own.  It  is  in  the  internal  inter- 
course of  medical  men  that  an  improvement  is  most  to 
be  detired.  The  examples  of  the  gnat  man  who  are 
addressed  Inlhe  elegant  lettera  of  Dr.  Marx«  wilt  net 
be  lost  upon  aAL    The  importailt  topics  trasMd  in  the 


oeamentarlas  oT  Dr.  Maakneas,  will  taaalfe=aitaiMlte'|  er-atleast  ought  to  glra  satiMkction  to  all  sections  of 

the  proftesdon,  and  which  would*  be  worthy  of  tke 
of   Parliament,    while   a   partial  measure 


caiiaideratite-;^aiid  in  the  blogiaphiea  of  Cheyne, 
Qr^goiy^  Final,  Lettsam,  Desgannetlas,aad  Boerhaavu^ 
every  ^raditiooar  will  find  instruotive  laasasiawhi^^ 
ilMiuld  guUa  Yarn  in  hie  coaduct  to  hia  patienta,  to 
aoaiaty,  and  to  hia  vediealhrathtan* 

V  iB^yeerlMdyonr«aMsiala»Jir.JBd3iaf4aij|pih 


were  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  some  legislative  mea- 
aui^«ottld  be  dMnsed,  which,  ^onld  alley  and  sat  ^  »•* 
unaeay  stele,  ef  the  aMdMial  miad;  aq  that  we 


praoHoe  of  -our  profession.  But  after  mature  eoosider- 
atlen,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  can 
never  be  accomplished  until  the  general  praotStioneit 
are  incorporated  by  royal'  charter  into  a  collegiate 
inetitation.  That  ail  attempts  at  medical  legislation 
lor  the  profession,  as  a  whole,  have  failedy  and  will  for 
ever  fatt,  is  the  decided  opinion  of  your  Comaiitter,. 
until  justice  be  rendered  to  the  general  practitioners,  by 
conferring  on  them  independent  powers  to  regulate  the 
education  and  qualification  of  caadldaleB  fyi  oMaber- 
alilp  in  their  own  elasa.  Then,  and  net  until  then,  a 
general  plan  of  rtform  may  be  arranged  which  would,. 


sanction 

would  be  worse  than  useless.  Any  act  which  woald 
virtually  leave  the  government  and  qaalificatiopsof 
tha  fwiaialpiifffltiapen  Jua.tfie»pofra](  oC  thpCaUfff**' 
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of  PhjaidmDt  aad'  ^aiKmmiy  or  at  the  discretion  or 
eaprice  of  «  Seorettfj  of  SUte,  would  te  bighly 
iajvioos  both  to  the  poblie  end  the  profeoion. 

It  wae  then  moved  and  seconded,  and  nnanimoosljf 
leMlvedy 

That  the  Report  now  read  be  reodTed,  adopted,  and 
entered  on  the  ndnotee. 

That  U  appears  to  this  neetiDg  that  Tonbridffo 
WeDs  will  be  a  eA&Tenient  place  for  the  general  meeti 
Ingitt  Jnne,  1S48;  and  thereAnre  ttet  the  nenibers of 


made  their '  api^emnce,  threisteblng  deafli-'  bjr  way 
of  ieona.  At  tiiis  tinie  sotaae  blood  ii^  draw^;  iM'  on 
sobmitting  the'semm  to'eTaporat!on,a  powerfti1iir!noa» 
odonr  was  exhaled,  and  on  the  addition  of  nitrio 
acid  a  copioos  crop  of  crrstals  of  nitrate  of  area  was 
formed.  The  urine  at  this  time  was  highly  albamitionSf, 
and  contained  nomerous  fibfinons  casts  of  the  arii|ifer. 
wO^s  tobes.  Some  of  these  were  shown  by  means  of  the 
micTOseope.     The  patient  ultimately  recovered;   the- 


albnmen  gradnaUy  diminished;  pns-globules  took  tha 
Ihle  Braaeh  of  flie  Aasoeialidtt  be  invHed^to  assemble  [  plaoe  of  the  fibrinous  oasU;  and  shortly  thereafter  tha* 
«t  TVusbitdge  Wells  on  that  oeeaalon.        •  '    urine  returned  to  lu  normal  condition^  and  the  patient 

Thai  Mr.  Haigravee,  of  Tonbrtdge  WeHs,  b*  «e#  <  la  Me  Wonted  health. 
qoesM  to  aaeeptfheofitfeef  PresidentattheTlMbridg^    »  Dr.  Bttdd  remarked  on  this  ease  as  exempBiytng  an 
aMetlngye«idft»r  the  enwing  year.  •  iAiporfUnttbrm-of  eompHcatioii.oecttrrltfgfto  tbeetfursr 

Th«t  Mr.  Weet^  of  Timbridge,  and  Dr.  Ma«dnieee,  *o|  eontteuad  ftrer^ti*.,  the  ndn-eliminatlon  of  th» 
eTHaaliDge,  be  requested  to'acoept  the  oAce  of  Vtee*    „„^  y^^  ^^  kidneys,  and  ito  accumulation  in  the  Mood,. 

'"^"h    m*  _^     *  «  .         ^  '     .  ! .  Md  suted  his  beliW  that  the  retained  urea  circulating 

That  Mr.  Martfto,  of  Rrtgate.  be  requested  to  c^  ^,j^  ^  ^^^ ,,  ^^    ^^^,^  ^^^  of  contlimed  feter  so^ 
nnua  In  the  ofioes  of  4!eeretary  and  Treasurer  ^r 


anoQierynar. 

That  Messrs.  Thompson,  of  Westerham;  Pfckance, 
of  Penshw^t;  0crham,  and  Hllohings,  of  Tunbridge ; 
Wallis,  of  Hanfleld;  Kelson,  of  Sevenoaks;  Gream, 
Duncan,  and  Trostram,  of  Tunbridge  Wells;  and 
StsriHig,  of  Hadlow^  do  .Ibn^  the  next  committee  of 
'mwagement. ' 

That  ^o  beet  ffaavkt  of  this  meattng  sMdnetotbe  ^ 
ofioera  tod  othertu^Hbef  s  of  the  cemmmesr  t>f  manage, 
mehi  for  Hhe^seHlelM  vhich  they  have  nadefud  to  this 
Branch.  Aasooi«lo»  at  and  sinee  the  lae^MeeHngi  to 
file  piue«nt  time,  attd -that  they  be  requested  to  accept 
the  grateftil  acknowledgments  of  ifae  members  present* 

The  Secretary  then  submitted  to  the  meeting  the  claims 
of  the  Benevolent  Fund  ^  Oie  Assoeiaffon,  as  adverted 

to  in  the  foregolQg  report,  urging  small  centrlbutiwia  jr^^^  XXlt,^8evere  gintric  affection,  with  'freqii€nt 
towaidaiwHealsoadTertedteMr.Danieire.-OeneFA^    .-^j^^^^    tumour  in  flie  vmbilic^  or  left  hypocU, 
Medical  Acuity  Fund,"  which,  although  U  was  not  in^ .  ^£^ region^^DUsectim  :  Cdncet<m$  tuniour  aUaehed 
nnmediate  connection  with  the  Association,  was  firstint  ,    :.    ,         '       ,        .est     ,        i 

^ jj    **u    Ai-i»^.  ,  ^       '        i  to  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  stomachs 

propounded  at  the  Sheffield  meeting,  and  expressed  fVf*ir.  -  •>      -    <  -  .  ■  '      -    ■'■>      * 

hope  tliat  Mr.  DanieA*s  appeal  win  be  responded^  ta«  ^>J4nSailn»m  exhibited  the  sto|aacb»  with  a  cane^inat 

tumour  attaohad,  and  also  the  liver,  of  a  w^man,  ^ ged 


frequently  assuming  the  typbofd  type,  with  the  danger, 
oos  and  often  fatal  nervous  symplpms  which  accompany 
that  form  of  fever. 

Dr.  Bndd  then  exhibited  two  kidneys  in  the  advanced 
stage  of  granular  degeneration,  and  suted  that  he  had 
recently  met  with  five  cases  of  that  disease,  and  in  alt 
of  ihem  the  secreting  cells  of  the  kidpey  were  fb'und 
ipaded  with  fat.  In  three  of  the  five  casat  (here  waa 
tubisircnlar  disease  of  the  lungs ;  in  the  other  two  ther» 
was  pbstmciion  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart  In  three 
of  U^e  cases  there  was  no  deppsit  of  fat  in  my  other 
/Q^gan; .  in  two  t^ice  wa^  Voth  ip.tbe  liver  apd  in  the 
Ijlnlng  aaiiBmi>iane  oi.^^  artones.  Micrascopic  ap^i- 
eyhibited,  a-  4 


is  it  deadrtes^  by  the  general  ikpptDbatfon  and'adoptloti 
of ^la  ^an  »/  insuruMu  by  memberr  of  iha  Asiocfa- 


tiQn,aany  of  thamwiel  faifioestfatl 


olwWehs  palieBtwben  elf^taen  years  of  age,  white  in  the  West 


h«v#  already  fHen  Mr.  D#niett*s  tostitntimi  their 
coidial  eiQport^  and  elded  its  advaaoement  by  liberal 
donations,  as  well  as  annual  subscriptions. 

[The  papers  read  at  the  meetlDg  will  be  given  in  a 
subsequent  number  of  the  Journal] 
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Fifth  Meeting,  February  1st,  1647.    Mr.  NoRMiit  in 

the  Chahr. 
CAaBXXI.-**2VfAafs^eer;  acme  iM^KArMf ;  accmmffa- 
.  tton  of  nras  in  tkt-  blood  $   comatoa   M^mfiomt : 
lUcoperp.  .     ^ 

Dr.  Budd  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Soeie^ 


remarks  was  a  young  man  who  had  laboured  under 
^phtts  fever,  marked  by  the  miliary  eruptions.  In  the 
course  of  the  disease  symptoms  of  acute  nephritis  trere 


76,  and  gava  tha  foUewing  aeeonat  of  theteasai— rTha 


Indies,  had  an  inlsnse  attack  of  jaandfee,  for  which 
she  cume  to  England,  since  which  time  sha  has  never 
had  a  similar  attack,  though  often  told  that  she  laboured 
under  an  affection  of  the  liver.  She  has  had  two- 
attacks  of  partial  paralysis.  For  at  least  five  month» 
prcTlous  to  her  death  she  had  complained  of  peculiar 
pains  about  the  onbilicus,  with  a  sensation  of  weight 
and  flatolence  of  the  stomsch  after  her  meals,  esped'ally 
after  dinner,  when  there  was  a  sense  of  distension 
with  suppressed  eructation.  A  month  before  her 
death  the  severity  of  these  sympton^s  much  increased,, 
and  at  ani^ti^n  peiio4^  a  portion  of  j^artially-digeeted 
,  fcHBd  wa(ik  rejecte^y  intensely  acid,  but  presenting  no 
niM.  PtevUarity..  Jfpt  several  dagf  tl^ere  might  be 
90  vomiting,  when  It  wunld  ngeiik  le^^  with  .uncon* 


some  qedmens  illustrative  of  the  pathol<^  of  albn 

IDinuria,r-fir8t^  in  the  acute  form.    The  sulgect  of  jOe  j  tndable  severity.    These  eympuMps  continued^  with 


little  variation  nntU  death.  The  bQire]a,though  alwaja 
requivlngaperienU,  were  eaafiy  acted'  upon  throughout 
the  illness,  if  s^  loere  tUting'wp.    On  examining  the 


•ttap,aadso«Ballir«aidsft>ritfdableMtvnilBqrmptttMl^^  the  nttMltetf  «r  left 
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hyyofllMwdriac  rsgloii  a  firm  moTeaUe  global*r4aiDoar, 
<a  tht  tPMcb  ftumbMng  the  splwii.  FraMme  oa.  "ttiia 
'tamoiir  fatfi  oomMffmble  natetinew,  followed  b^ 
^eraeteUoMb  iimii«6«.Aiid  voodtiag*  TherighlhjpeoliiMi- 
'drtaim-i^Mperleetly.jiaUDii  perpuwioii*  aot  enkigidi 
ihe  liver  appeexedtedetceadlofir  end  tovtfds  tbe  right 
"IHeWr 

But^mcirtenif  twentj*foiir-  hears  after  death..  Oe 
Iftjing  open  the  abdominal  oaTity,  the  etomaoh  vae 
lound  to  oocQpy  the  centre,  nwch.  ^eolargad*  with  a 
4erge  pjrtform  tamoar,  five  inoheelong  bf  three  breeds 
%t|(aeh«d  to.  the  antortor  svrfeee  of  the  ioMsr  oorvemie 
bj  a  ■hori  pedlele.  The  periie—m  eorwdogiUraid 
the  etomech  appeared  healthy. .  The^tanoat  leyiien 
dhe  middle  ef  the  traneeerM  asoh-  of  the*  ceien,,eiiiftn 
ally.  praTenting.  a.  pamage-  through  it  with  th*  Mdy 
lyin|(  in  the  reevinbeat.podtleQ^«-bmioe  the.  aeoesai^ 
obier? ed  daring  life  of  the  patient  aimiming  the  eiMt 
peoitioa  before,  the  bowele  wooid  eot.  AboTerthe 
point  thnapimted  4mi  tlie  inteatlneewae  distended  .wMb 
£4tas  and  fcoeiu  below  thej  were  empty  and  oew^ 
tracted,  espooially  .at  the  point  of  jpressaro.  Qn  cottlng 
into  tbe.tamonr  it  was  foond  to  consist  of  de>nse  areolar 
tissue,  haTiag  seVeral  small  catities  of  varying  size  in 
its  sabstanoe,  and  between  its  fibrous  eapsnie  and  the 
peritoneam,  containing  a  glairy  gmmous*looking  fluid. 
The  pylorus  was  eonsiderably  thickened,  there  being  a 
ehnilar**' colloid"  deposit  infiltrated  in  iu  tissues. 
The  mooona  membrane  o(  the  stomach  was  healthy ; 
4he  morbid  product  forming  the  temour  waa  deposited 
between  the  muscnlhr  and  fibrous  tissue  of  the  organ, 
'the  ttusealar  atrtietare  al  that  pbitot- having  beeohie 
mueh  hypeiiM^Med:  *From  •thai' lewer'surfoee  of 
iiie  Heer  thtte  astended  a  band  4>f  eeihlta^  UMhe, 
•ttaehiog  it  ^  the  Uiae  legioo,  and  inviolvte9i4ke< 
•central  fissure,  gall-bladder  and  vessels,  dnodenum  iU 
pyforus.  The  gallbladder  appeared  to  bw  waXBy^ 
but  on  eafefully  diaaeothag  out  this  eellular  .adheeloa 
Ihere  was  found  a  eavity  eoatalning  twtf  •gall.eiofli* 
of  the  sise  of  large  nutmegs,  and  a  third  badpavsad  Ut, 
^Communicating  with  this  eavity  was  ime  iu  the  slib. 
stance  ef  flie  Hver,  muoh  larger,  that  appeared  to  have 
eztstsd  many  yeait,  its  parietes  being  lined  by  a  firm 
membrane,  and  marked  externally  by  an  ezteniAve 
Irregular  cicatrix.  The  tissue  of  the  livei'  was  otlier^ 
wiie*4uite  healthy,  as  were  all  the  other  abdominal  and 
thoracle  viecera.  There  were  no  analogous  knmours ; 
the  mesenterlo' glands  were  nnafiboted;  uterus  and 
4>varies' not  examined.  '  -n 

Mr.  Bartrum  observed,  that  the  condition  of  the 
liver  and  neighbouring  viscera  suggested  an  idea  that 
4tt  some  remote  period,  (probably  when  she  had  the 
attack  of  jaundtee,)  '  therb  had '  been  an  *  extensive 
abeceea  of  the  liver,  which  had  been  eimimscribed  by 
peritoneal  adhesions;  that  the  absceas  had  then  burst 
into  the  duodenum,  its  cavity  had  never  quite  con- 
tracted; and  the  bile  had  been  retained  in  its  un- 
jiatural  reCep&ele,  giving  rise  to  the  large  gall-stones 
above-mentioned. 

^Asx  XXIII.—- ParftW  necroait  of  Ihe  femur,  removed 

by  amputation, 

Mr.  Gore  eihiblted,  for  Mr.  Brown,  in  whose  pracuee 


the  eaae  bcouned,  a  portion  of  the  tKigh-b<tte^a 
lad,  aged  16,  in  whom  amputation  had  been  ptrfctuied 
on  account  of  partial  de#th  of  the  bone.  The  disease 
had  been  in  progress  about  six  months,  and  bed 
involved  tha  inferior  articulating  surface  of  the  fsmor. 
Mr.  Gora. remarked  en  the  case  as  presenting  some 
points  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  formatiq|i  of 
new  bone.  He  aUuded  to  the  various  views  which 
have  been  advanced  in  order  to  explain  the  process 
by  whicl^  new  bone  is  formed,  and  considered  tbst 
they  all,  mora  or  less,  erred  in  their  too  great  eva- 
siveness. The  apecimeo  exhibited  went  to  prove.that 
t^  perioatefim  alone  is  not  aui&cieat  for  the  formation  of 
uew  bone,  for  in  one  point  only  waa  the  entire  thiek- 
neaa  of  the  shaft  of  the  old  bone  dead,  and  op|AMits 
that  point  was  the  only  part  ef  the  new  shell  destitute 
of  ossific  deposit,— stowing  that  whenever  then  wai  a 
portion  of  old  bone  left  attached  to  the  perio%titf«i, 

'  then  ossification  went  on,  bat  when  the  bone  wis 
entirely  removed,  no  such  result  took  place.  It  nsy 
be  mentioned  that  the  lad  from  whom  this  specibwa 
was  taken  had,  previously  to  the  operation,  been  much 
reduced  by  a  long  continued  drain  on  his  sjstem,  m 
that  some  doubt  was  entertained  aa  to  his  power  of 
undergoing  the  operation ;.  before  his  undeigpio^ 
it,  Mr.  Brown  had  him  placed  under  the  influence  of 
ether,  by  wbieb  means  he  was  rendered, quite  aucon- 
soiotts  of  paitti  and  subaequently  made  a  rapid  .sad 

}  perfect  recoveiy^ 

Cask    XXlf.'^ETtennve  tcaJp  wovnd,  foUmcei  hf 

tecondary  inflammation^  and  ulceration  of  the  Am 

mater :  death  by  way  of  coma. 

Mr.  Gore  exhibited  the  brain,  ifith  the  skuU-esp 
and  membranes,  of  a  man  who  had  died  from  ulcers- 
tion  of  the  dura  mater,  following  an  extensive  ecslp 
wounii.  The  man  was  driving  a  waggon,  when  his 
dress )  which  was  a  wa$fgoner*s  frock,  became  entangled 
in  one  of  the  wheels,  by  which  means  he  was  so  fimly 
fixed  as  to  revolve  with  each  revolution  of  the  wheel, 
hia  head  coming  in  contaot  with  the  ground  oMh 
timcw  In  this  way  a  large  soalp  wound  has  fomed, 
and  a  eoaaiderabld  portion  of  the  right  perietal  bone 
denuded  of  its  pericratunm. '  At  the  end  of  about  three 
weeks  after  the  accident,  the  man  showed  uAeqnifMMl 
symptoms  of  pressure  on  the  brain,  and  died  cOmiAose 
'shortly  after.  Dissection  revealed  an  ulcerated 'condi- 
tion of  the  dura.mater,  with  matter  formed  b^twe^nH&st 
membrane  and  the  bone. 

Mr.  Gore  stated  that  ho  considered  the  treatment  of 
such*  cases  as  the  above  to  require  careful  revision;  for 
as  the  cranial  bones  are  dependent  for  their  n<iurilh9ieat 
chiefly  on  the  vessels  of  the  pericranium,  and  their  snss- 
tomosis  with  those  of  the  dlploQ,'it  follows  that  wban  * 
large  portion  of  the  cranial  surface  has  been  depirived  of 
its  pericranium,  death  of  the  bonemust  follow,fceruioly 
of  the  outer  table,  and  probably  of  the  inner  alsoj  wbea 
an  effort  will  be  made  by  nature  to  get  rid  of  the  deed  bono 
^  by  the  process  of  exfoliation.  A  necessaiy  part  of  this 
process  consists  in  the  formation  of  matter  between  th* 
bone  and  dura  mater,  and  thus  the  life  of  the  patient  it 
terminated ;  whereaa,  if,  on  the  occurrence  of  such  •& 
accident,  a  piece  of  bone  be  removed  by  the  trepbbiei 
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Ik0  •ftito  of  pwtiuy  «D  tlie  bniii  would  bo  ^oidfd» 
•■A  hMlib J  oxfollalioo  aigbt  go  m^. 

Cm  XXV.— Pfltniiyfif  0/  M«  2f/t  rii{e,vi«A  dikittttutn  of 
the  Hffht  fmpU;  opopkctic  fit:  deaUu'^Disieetien : 
ddguhan  on  the  right  lobe  0/  tk4  cerebellum ;  eofUmng 
eaUL  pwndefU  inJUlraUan  of  Ihe  riffkt  ents  iff  the 
ceteorutR* 

Br.  Cardew  exhibited  the  braia  of  a  nan  vbo  vai 
aoder  hie  oare  about  two  mootbe  before  bie  death,  with 
penljeU  of  the  left  side,  and  dilatation  of  the  right 
pnpiL  The  man  complained  of  Tery  pecaliar  and 
painibl  eensationt  in  the  affected  side.  Some  time  prior 
10  the  coming  on  of  the  paraljtii,  he  had  a  fall  on 
hit  head  from  a  Teiy  ooniiderable  bisight,  hot  did  not 
ieel  anj  ill  effects  from  the  fall  at  the  time.  Two 
dftjt  before  his  death  he  was  seized  with  an  apoplectic 
ftt,  and  died  witboot  recovering  his  contcioutness. 
Dissection  rerealcd  an  extensite  coagnlam,  lying  on 
the  light  lobe  of  the  cerebellam,  and  the  right  eras  of 
the  cerebmm  was  extensiTely  softened  and  infiltrated 
with'  pamlent  matter.  Dr.  Cardew  considered  the 
softening  and  pnrolent  infiltrslion  of  the  right  cms  of 
the  cerebnim  to  have  been  an  effect  of  inflammatory 
sctSon»  set  np  by  the  fall  which  occarred  some  months 
pfevioas  to  death,  giving  rise  to  the  paralysis  abore- 
mentioned;  wbiilst  the  coagalnm  foond  on  the  right 
lobe  of  the  cerebellum  was  the  immediate  cause  of 
deafli,  and  had  been  eAised  at  the  time  ofthe  apoplectic 
Nisore  two  days  before  that  erent  took  place. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ACADEMIE  DE  MEDECINE,  PARIS. 

TYPHOID   FSfBR. 

The  subject  of  sther-inhalation,  which  has  for  so 
loDg^a  period  monopolized  the  attention  of  members, 
has  m  length  been  partially  laid  aside,  and  some  time 
is  nojr  accorded  .to  points  which  had  been  proTioasly 
neglected.,  A  report  has  been  read  by,  M.  Gauhier  de 
Claubiy,  ^n.  a  memoir  by  M.  Ragain^  in  which  the 
talhor  has  traced  the  history  of  an  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fsTei^  whicli  occurred  in  the  district  of  St.  Mark  de 
Rinoj  giving  therein  a  prominent  place  to  the  doctrine 
of  contagiQii. .  The  reporter,  who  last  year  maintained 
the  samo  doctrine  thrpogh.a  hotly -contested  debate, 
^k.vbis  opportunity  of  reiteratiog^his  opinions,  both 
isspeoting  the  conugions  nature  of  typhoid  ferer  and 
itt  identity  .with  typhus.  This  did  not  fail  to  bring 
fcrvard  hia  ancient  antagonist,  M.  Rochonx,  who  went 
throdgh  the  same  line  of  argument  as  on  a  previons 
^>^^*'iUm,(Arckwe$  Oeneralei,  xiii.,^  insisting  on  the  dif- 
fneuce  of  symptoms  in  the  two  maladies,  the  abeeoce 
of  iotestinal  lesion  in  typhus,  and  its  nniversality  in 
typhoid  fever,  &c.  As  regards  the  transmissabtlity  of 
typhoid  fever,  M.  Bouilland  came  to  the  assistanee  of  M, 
Rocboux,  affirming  that  he  had  never  witnessed  a  single 
instance  of  oonugion,  forgetting  apparently  that  one 
pcnon  who  has  seen  a  thing  is  worth  flfty  who  have 
not.  Lonit,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  doubt  the 
contagious  nature  of  typhoid  fever,  but  at  tlie  sa#b  time 
*^bat8  the  opinion  as  to  iu  identity  with  trae  typhus. 


M.MaftlB  MoBMOEkfMkdaiopoitnita  —tit  by 
M.  Millo%  eotMed  ff  BaoMrltf.oii  IiMdColli»AadCali» 
frras  Cupper,*  in  wUeli  the  dlilNmtial  dlag»oil«  i» 
mtonlriy  laid  down.  The  fWMH^g  of  thla  nspoil  w«n 
Mfowed  by  mi  {atereating  dieoBasiii%  whteh  tamei 
oMdaly  npon  the  normal  existenee  of  lead  and  otqpper 
i»  the  haaiaa  body,  and  the  mode«f  diaHagaishfaBg  the 
n«iin*l  matal  ftnm  Ibai  wUoh  baa  been  MwideataUy 
Intffodaecd.  It  appeaia  that  in  J8d0,  a  eheniat  of 
Bamiesy  M.  Saiaeuh  to^  »^*  Jniovn  the  presence  of 
eoBnorha  thafood^and  afta>waidaiBtlM€tnaniaa>anA 
wflBied  ebiMlMi  apg^gad  in  aMdieo*kigal  eases,  that  ia 
ofavrtteg  apoB  lafge  qaantitiee  of  aalter  na  appro* 
elabto  qantity  of  ooppor  would  bo-  foond.  •  Orftla 
miihitaiiisd  that  in  land  ooUe  it  was  tUa  norwal  lead 
that  vaa  dftMuveced  iatfao  liver  and  other  oigaas».bBl 
di**aai  doagr  that  in  peisontng  bj  tho  salts  ol.  lead,  tha 
mital  mi^  bo  intwdoced  kk  soch  <quaa0ldr  «•  to  b* 
by.iDctowation  and,  o^hnr^fBMltf^^^llt  of  tb» 


M.  Gerdy  read  a  memoir  upon  the  "  Retraction  of  th^ 
White  Titftues,**  in  which  he  endeavoured  t6  prove  that 
contractions  ofthe  limbs  were  |>rodueed  by  the  retraction 
of  thexe  tissues,  (the  tendons^  ligaments,  &e:),  and 
not  of  the  muscles  themselves.  This  bplnion  was  con- 
tetied  by  M.  Blandin  and  others. 


ABSTRACT,  Olg"  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THS 
ACADEMIE  DES  SCIENCES*  PARIS,     . 

J9Kvtog  tha  past  month  .but  lisw  nemeirs-  of  inportv 
ancoJwva  beeit  pfeaented  to  the  Aeadeny. 

•  Df,JfaiiMl  Hall  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Aioadem j 
Qtt«l|»aBlfie«tof  hisdisooveriee  in  the  nervous  syslsnu 
Yahiahie  m  .iheae  are,  they  havo.  been  so  freqnentlj 
b««|iibt  bafora  the  British  medical  public^  that  thej 
do  not  requin  ftirther  mention  in  this  place ;  anffioe  it  t<^ 
sugiiifeue  littler  to  (ho  Fianoh  Academy  does  not  contain 
any  non^nMter. 

M.  Bonssinganlt  «onimnnicated  his  leaeaioh^  on 
the  infloenoa  of  salt  upon- tho  nutrition  of  agrlgtltrnpl 
livestock,  .  This  inflnenca  appears  Ip  be  small* 

U.  Mare  Diipny  recorded  his  oxperienoa  of  the 
iigeclion  of  niher  into  the  tectom,  from  which  it  appeara 
tha^  insensibility  is  predneed  with  aa  inncb  eertainty 
as  b/  ^eviration.  He  further  atales  that  the  disqoloarr 
qsiqnof  the  blood  which  is  observed  when  the  vapour 
ia  inspifed,  does  not  occur  when  the  wther  iaiqieotefi 
late  th^ieotaai. 

Mf  Doyere  also  presented  a  memoir  upon  •therisn- 
lion;  and.M.  Teste  one  on  the  tberape«tic  viitnes- 
of  the  Thermal  Waters  of  Bagnoles,  &o. 

'      TOTAL  ABSTINENCE  AND  MEDICAL 

TESTIMONY. 

TO  TBS  BDITOR  OF  TBI  PBOTINCIAI*  |CJ^||flCAL  AKfr 
'     SUROICikL  JOONAL. 

Sim, 
Althongb  I  knew  that  your  Northampton  correspond, 
ent  wae  deoidedly  anti^teetotal,  both  as  a  man  and  aa 
a  praetilioner^  I  mutt  confess  that  I  was  unpiopaiaA 
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INHALXii^  OP  JBTBZK. 


§9t  took  •  «0iniiuikftlioii-fron  hii  pen  is  ch«t  wkteh 
iiairUot  Ufhtt  me  in  tto  Jonnial  x>f  the  9iid  inetent. 
<J«is.)  B^Keviog,  at  I  do,  ttuit  the  prapotltfoiDi 
^oded  to  in  this  letter  we  sooiid  end  foTaliierable,  ft 
'tipp^mn  to  tte  that  your  eomeptadent  voiild  have 
^done  better  if  he  had  given  as  somethfng  more  than 
•mere  asiertkm,  oneaaialned  bjr  argnment  or  flict.  as 
to  the  eseentiid  nosoaadneei  of  the  prepesMono  he  bo 
iinsparingly  and  anhesitatlti|^  j  oendearas.  • 

By  implication,  it  appeari  to  ^me,  that  Vear  eot- 
'respondent  has  iapeaehed  the  aitainmeiiiit  Ae  frfadom, 
the  pmdsnos,  or  the  sense  of  men,  deohttem,  many 
•of  them,  at  least,  as  scientiflo,  seosfblc,  dfslntiirestotf,- 


Yoar  eorrespottdent  intimates  (and  by^  many  who 
will  not  **  ponder  well,"  his  iotimationi  will  be  taken 
for  tratb,)  that  teetotallsm  it  not  based  on  the  "  higher 
Ibelings  of  oar  natnre/'  and  that  it  *^  atarps  the  place 
of  law  and  Gospel.  Can  he  prove  this!  I  affirm  lia 
cannot  Does  he  know  who  pat  teetotallsm  in  toch  a 
position f  I  think  not;  then  why  does  he  say  itt 
We  hSTO  had  misanderstanding  and  misrepresents, 
tion  long  enoagh;  let  it  be  discarded  henceforth. 
TMtotalism  is  nothing  added  fo,  bat  grows  oat  qf,  the 
adiglon  of  Jesns,  and  it  does  not  disparsge  religion. 
'  It  does  not  set  it  aside ;  it  is  ased  by  the  Christian  as 
'an  agent  subsidiary  to  religion.    It  is  employed  to 


aelf<4enylog,  and  henevoletti  as  himself;  and  all  whd^  ^withdraw  the  many,  and  to  preserre  more  from  the 
Imow  him  kn^,  that  in  Iheee  traits  of  flbmeumt^  or'  ihsdnating  inflnence  of  the  bottle  or  the  glass,  whether 
most  of  them,  Aie  Is  not  deficient  I  am  not  one  of  the '  in  Uie  pahUchoase  or  in  the  parlour,  and  to  persaade 
1000  gentlemen  reCBCred  -to,  nor  am  I  about  to  step  them  to  Tisit  the  hoase  of  Ood,  and  attend  to  the  high, 
ibrwhffd  as  the  delbnder  of  thMrialdi.  lammetdoaltt  holy,  and  personal  duties  of  religion.  Instead  of 
their  ability*  to  dated  the  eo«»se  «Meh  (as  men  of^'lndacing  a  Godless  tarn  of  miod,  it  is  a  well-known 


adenee  and  beneTolanee,)  'tlmy-bava  tah«n,  wirti  the 
desire  of  benefitting  their  Mlow  mmn,  and  of  diesipating 
a  delnsien  that  has  4one  ssore  to  nmke  men  unhappy, 
hmtal,  immoral  and  infidel,  than  all  other  causae  pot 
together.  I  rejoice  that  so  great  a  namber  of  medical 
men  (apd  sniely  without  any  unworthy  motiTei)  have 
aheini  that  <Acy  do  not  regard  toetotaliom  as  *<an 
•egregious  piece  of  folly,  or  an  ephemeral  huhble,  blow* 
up  into  a  popolar  movement  by  ^e  restless  spirit  of 
this  hosy  and  s^telyinf  age."  I  am  the  more  pleased, 
iMicaase  I  cannot  believe  that  such  men  irho  have  a 
high  '*  repntation"  to  snatain  as  men  **  ot  science  and 
aense,"  would  lend  their  nomas  to  **  holster  up  thisf 
«r  any  other  noTolty,*'  in  the  very  teeth  of 'popular 
prejudice,  antiquated  customs^  and  money  and  powerful  ^ 
Interests,  their  ems  not  excepted,  witlioot  ssrieue^ 
thought,  and  a  solemn  conviction  of  the  soundneas  of 
their  own  opiniona.  If,  as  another  of  your  oorrespond.' 
ants  ssserts,  these  gentlemen  have  been  iaipoeed  upoui 
I  hope  they  will  not  only  withdraw  their  names,-  hut 
•espoee  the  men  who  hare  ^  resorted  to  unworthy  meaoi 
to  procure  their  signatures;"  and  If  this  is  not  done, 
I  hope  your  correspondent  0  will  not  fail  to  do  it  for 
them,  as  a  duty  he  ewes  to  the  public,  who  hsTc  a 
Tight  to  be  protected  from  such  deception. 

With  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Robertson,  on  the  tendtne^  ot 
teetotallsm,  Jfcc,  I  am  confounded ;  they  are  so  utterly 
sinfoanded^-i-eo  contrary  to  fact,  that  I  do  regiet  he 
ahonld  hare  SMide  them.    What  Is  teetotallsm  I  Abstl». 


fact  that  great  numbers  have  been  led  to  the  sanctuaiy 
thereby,  and  there  been  led  to  see,  and  with  penitence, 
to  forsake  their  sins,  and  now  rejoice  in  the  salratioa 
of  God.  Many  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  establish- 
ment and  out  of  it,  rejoice  in  the  fact,  and  glorify  God, 
for  those  now  in  their  right  miad.  May  these  results 
of  teetotallsm  be  multiplied  a  thousand  fold. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yoors  faithfully, 

t.  LORD. 
Brigsitock,  Jane  14. 


INHALATION  OF  iGTHER. 


fo  TKB  uniTon  or  thb  puovinceal  mbbical  and 

SUnOICAL  JOUUMAL. 

Sia, 

In  the  last  number  of  the  JProem^f  Mediedt  ni 
Swrgieal  Jcmmai,  you  hsve  re-puhlished  some  obser- 
vations on  the  injurious  effects  of  the  inhalatioa  of 
the  vapour  of  asther,  by  Dr.  James  If.  FIckfocd,  of 
Brighton.  Amongst  them  the  following  startling 
paragraph  occurs  :— 

**  Etherisation,  it  is  to  be  feared,  ezerta  also  a  baaafol 
influence  directly  upon  the  respiratory  organs.  A 
medical  friend  in  Dublin  informed  me  recently,  tftiatoC 
thirty  fatal  cases  following  operations  in  which  ether 
had  been  employed  in  the  various  hospitals  of  that 


#t^,  eight  wecu  found  to  be  the  8uh}ects  of  recent 
jaence  from  intoxicating  drinka  aa  beverages ;  nothing^  tubercles  of  the  loags,  die  undhnbted  product,  it  was 


*K>re.    What  la  iu  intention  aa  «  a  aeheme  of  human 


asformatlonr'  To  prevent  intemperance.    On  what  is  |     if  there  are  any  of  my  brother  members  of  the 

Hhaaedf    On  the  i^tri/ of  Christianity.  What  is  that » 

I^e— love  to  man,  in  obedience  to  God.    ClnlstianUy 

US  a  <A«ofy,  will  not  pontrol  the  passions,  mr  amend 

the  condpct  of  fhte  mass  of  manktod.    ChcistfauHy  m 

ffficUee  will  lead  jOi  whq  really  teo\  its  power,  and  am 

transformed  by  its  infiaepce,  to  desire  to  do  good;. to 

«se  any  means  that  are  in  ao<^idance  with  tha  *  lowal 

law  of  love"  to  improve  our  race,  |>hyslcal^,  mentally, 

morally,  and  sociably;  and  it  is  well  knowa  whataoofer 

tenda  to  the  one^  leada,  in  many  cases*  to  tha.olher* 


and  the  IMgl^er. 


Wievedt  of  inhalation.' 


Aladical  and  Suifical  Aaaociation  who  caa 
believe  that,  if  afonrth  of  the  abovu  number  of  fiUal 
cases,  from  the  inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  aBtbcr,  had 
oacurred  within  the  last  six  numths  in  Dublin,  the 
pmctice  would  not  have  been  completely  abandoned 
hme,  I  hag  leave  to  assure  them  that  the  atatemeat 
in  the  paragmph  quoted  is  alftogadmr  groundlesB,  sad 
that  Dr.  Pkkibrd  has  been  gromly  miaiaformed  by  his 
medical  friend  an  DnbHn.  Since  I  mad  Dr.  Fickfbrd'ii 
ohnenratiomt  I  havo  Inquired  raapacting  this  mitmrof 


^  jMM  oC  the  suifeona  of  etiefy  hotpiua  UrPublla.   The 


GISNBRAL .  RBOnipiSFECT. 


3sr 


fcralt  of  ay  ioquiriet  is  tin*,— one.  onfi.only  bas 
occiured  in  the  Dablin  bospitali  in  which  a  suipicion 
coold  be  entertained  that  deatb>  after  operation, 
was  connected  with  inhalation  of  the  rapoor  of  sther. 
Ib  the  case  in  qoestion,  dea^h  took  place  .fourteen  days 
after  the  operation  ;  and  the  gentleman  who  performed 
it,  though  he  will  not  assert  that  the  inhalation  had 
BO  inflaeoce  on  the  fatal  erent,  attribntes  it  to  acute, 
phthisis.  So  far  as  the  case  will  go  to  sustain  such  a 
theory  as  Dr.  Pickford  has  advanced,  he  is  U>crefore 
entitled  to  produce  this  fact  in  its  favour. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  there  is  no  risk  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  inhalation  of  the  rapoor  of  gether ;  but  I 
beliere  the  chief  danger  arises  from  continuing  the 
inbalation  too  long.  In  the  number  of  yopr  .Journal 
from  which  I  have  already  quoted,  I  observe  a  case  by 
Mr.  W.  M.  Trousdale,  in  which  the  inhalation  w^s 
continued  for  seven  minutes.    Perhaps,  in  this  case, 


•llaoky  as  he  .was^a  robast  »•%  blood  .w«i^ta|Een.fiN»i» 
the  tnn*  and. six  drops  of  the  iinct«ra.ot  aoMlte  vef» 
givea  night  and  mooting;  the  paSna  diiiiliiialied«  .and 
disappeared  in  three  days. 

T^t  third  inataopa  was  th%t  of  a  person  affMrta^ 
with  chronic  rhenmat|sm,  oopapying  the  lower  Unb^. 
(ha  wrists  attd>  tha  loine.    TineJUire  of  aconite  waa 

£^0  in  dotes  .of  ali;  drops,  gvaduaUy  incia^se^  to 
irty  drops,  three  timea  a  dayy  vith  periwt  saeoeia.^- 
Jotira.  i(a 'IMm  ^  Xfoiis. 

[The  Htovaaseol  doae  la  U«b  ,exlaiBltnentiODed  in  tl» 
laft  eaae,  ia  ^pxaolMo  wbWi  eannol-bat  be  Mgaided  aa 
^^mjBB^Ifv  haaardonfty  i/»  aava  doobt  not  they  are, 
tJjkp  svperhneo ts  of  J>r.  Flemini^  out the  jnedftoiaal  •  and' 
fthyaiQlogieal.  action-  of  tbl»«  potent  atadMoe  >  are  t»- 
tia.eanfided  in*  It  will,  he  eesn  on.  rafinreaea.  to  his^ 
WQx]|»;  that  Hva  minima  every  four  hoitfa  is  an  average 
dole  to^auMnoe  with,  and'  thajt>  the  imoMaae  .aboald 


ffim^oi  Vitawpfit^ 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 


inhalation  for  a  shorter  time  would,  not  have  secured ,  ^jtahe  p|Me  by<  a^B^^  minima.  Xh»  aflbel  also  of  ;lhia 
perfect  insensibility ;  but  in  my  own  experience  of  th^ 
practice,  which  is  now  considerable,  I  find  that,  with  a 
good  apparatus,  and  taking  care  that  no  air'entersi 
either  through  the  nostrils  or  by  the  side  of  the  mouth- 
piece, three  minutes  of  inhalation  are  abundantly 
luHicient  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  where  operations 
are  to  be  performed,  that  can  be  done  in  two  minute^ 
or  a  Httie  more,— sUch  as  all  thd  ordinary  amputations, 
&c.  To  contiBue  the  inhalation  half  a  minute  longer 
than  is  necessary  to  procure  insensibility  is,  I  think,  to 
he  condemned,  as  incurring  unnecessary  risk. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Very  faithfuHy  yours, 

J.  MACDONNELL. 
4,  Gardiner's  Row;  Dhblin, 

June  26»,  1847.  ...... 


TlNCTtJBE    OF  ACONITE  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

'■'  .  .  ■     ' 

Fcom  the  time  of  Stoerk,  the  Aconitam  Nap^llus 
has  been  frequently  used  in  rheumatism ;  bat  the 
physicians  irho  hare  used  the  plant  are  npt  agreed  as 
to  the  best  preparation  of  it..  Some,  for  instance,  advise 
the  powder  to  be  given  in  all  cases ;  others,  prefer  the 
extract.  Lately  the  aconitine  9r  active  principle  haa 
been  exhibited,  and  more  recently.  atiU  the  tinclwe 
has  been  strongly  recommended  aa  the^  most  certain, 
form  in  which  the  medicine  can  be  given.  M.  Magi|ad» 
after  a  patient  trial  of  the  above  preparations,  glv^ 
the  preference  to  the  Unctqre,  and  ezbibita.  its  valaa 
in  several  cases.  The.  anbject  of  the  .first  waa  a 
young  lady^  who  was  f^fl^cted  with .  occasional  pains 
in  the  left .  arm,  which  were  induced  merely  by 
atmospherio  vicissitudes,  and  continued  for  four  or 
A^t  daya  in  succession.  In  the  month  of  Febraaiy 
these  ]>ains  declared  thenselv^  as  nana],  bat  .were 
completely  dissipated  by  the  administnuion  ..of  six 
drops  of  the  tinctu^ ,  .  ;         «         • 

The  second  case  yaa  ,aii,old.aail*gnaiidy  inl^eeltor 
toting,  paiiu  49  tka  km^.t^^:  liiiha.    Qm  tlie  aaa^ 


aMvUeiaej.as  waa.  Igmenlal^y  .ahevn  in.  Bf.  Male'a 
rpaae,  is  cumulative,  sQ.Uia^ajpAtlent««lionU  alwayaba 
visited  every  8ix.oft eight  hoars^at  leaar^  while  taldng 
anythinglike  an  active  dose.] 

1>RBYENT1VE   TEEiCTMENT' OF   NOCTURNAL  BHTSSiOMa 
•     BT'LIOATOltB  OF'THB  MNia. 

]# « Lallemand  llaa*given  no'  dlreetionafor  the  treat- 
mUetnt  of  seminal  ^miasieBs  at  their  cOmmenoeifi^nt. 
M.'Teiaslpr  relates  Ifce  case  of  a  yonng'^ian,  who 
havlDg  been  for ' a  length  of  thae  iwated iolssttoeesafoUy 
for  noetoraal  emissions,  conceived  the  idea  of  tying  a 
ribband  round  the  penis  at  night.  The  constriction 
pmdneedl>y 'this  ligature  dnrlng  erection,  was  sufficient 
to' awake  tl^e-iia0ei|t,  who,  by  getting  up  and  emptying- 
the4»la4da»>  waa  al^  to  pasa  the  night  comfortably. 
I'te^ar  t^ree  other  oaaes  an  also  mentioned  equally 

aueocmlkil*  <  .•      • 

•t^hia  preoeediag  ia  of  OQorse  available  only  at  tfa»- 
coi^me^pemei^i;.of 'the  coniplainl^  when  the  emimlons 
arSiAflpcenpaaied  by  ereotSona  and  dreaming;  at  a^ 
lUier. period,  when.emiMions  take  plaee,  without  any 
tnrgidity  of  the  penia,-  it  ir-  clearly  inapplicable.] 


SURG£RY. 

TRBATMBNT  OF  BlsaBCTIOIf-WOVNDS. 

f 

,  The  melanoholy  death  of  Mr.  Potter,  of  University 
QoUege,  from  a  puncture  received  in  dissection^  haa 
4ndooed  -Dr.  Hargraves  to  make  known  his  plan  of 
ftUfMmmt  of  similar  wounds.  He  says — 
.  1 9sr  some  years!  have  been  in  the  habit  of  treating 
myself  in  the  following  manner,  when  suflbring  from 
sueb  iBrynries,  either  by  my  own  inadvertence  or  the 
««%wardtiess  of  others^  I  have  always  recommended 
ia^tomy  puplla  whenever  I  have  seen  them  so  injured. 

»Tbo  treatment  applies  to  fbe  fingers  and  the  thumb,. 
t1»  parts  .moat  frequently  Mable  to  be  wounded : — ^Wash 
4Nm  weH  f6r  a  few  minutes  in  cold  water:  then  suck 
tfaam ;  Imnnediately  after  apply  a  Ugatare  a  little  above 
ihfrcardfae  side  of  the  wound  with  such  tightnesa  aa 
%4I|  IndnceF  decided  congestion,  which  win  be  indicated 
%yitboedlo«r  of  the  parts;  some1>lood  win  alsb. flow 
lhtai'4he^fii}«T0d  snHh^r*iM  a  Certain  degree  of 
will  toUow  iU  applieatloo.    The  ligatura 


•wW 


0KNER4L  UTI108P£CT. 


la  thtt  10  be  findy  tied  and  knotted,  and  elloired  to 
-retaelB  on  Ibr  et  leest  twelto  Iionn ;  I  have  kvpt  it 
on  t9t  donUo  thtt  period,  and  Hfll  pnfioed  my  pro- 
fetiional  engagemonli. 

The  pliysiologj  of  tooh  treatment  is  explained  hj 
*t]ie  Vgatoro  eaneing  a  permanent  etaeie  in  the  doide 
•of  the  part  l4|ni«d  on  f  Is  dlMl  iido«  and  prodneing 
«  voll-flMffcid  phlithora  Iheve;  tbe  gritif  die 
4unontt«  of  it  die  greater  will  be  the  impediment  to 
nheotptiOB.  TheoonotrioliononMed^  the  ttgntno  win 
■alio  oppose  a  banfer  to  AetoMm  of  the  vMoueand 
lymphatlo  dnide  into  the  ejitem,  ootueqneBtljr  to  thKir 
being  ehndamd  thtongh  it»  eo  that  tho  poieon  it 
prevented  enteiliig  into  dm  oontlltatlon  and  dem tying 
it,  and  will  then  bo  ^mlncted  looidly  ftom  the  part 
where  it  wae  irst  appUed )  thu  eaifering  and  pain  will 
^  obvlaled,  and  Hfc,  valnable  to  all,  will  be  pfeoMrved. 

I  have  no  hoeltalion  in  direedn^  the  attantloo  of  the 
prolMSlon  to  thie  timple,  and,  In  my  ospeiienoo, 
'Odtoaeions  pnwtloe.  I  wonld  oIm  tuggett  to  those 
engaged  In  jieeg.maf<<w  investigations^  wliether  ana- 
temieal  or  pathologleal,  a  plan  worthy  of  their  adopdon 
preparatory  to  eommendng  them^  ■  wMch  la-  to  smear 
or  rob  into  the  hands  any  bland  oil;  this  sapplies  an 
nddidonal  eoadng  to  the  epidermal  one,  and  will  aot 
as  a  fleeaaa  of  etosing  any  eery  mimile  and  soperfidal 
ahweton  whleh  might  eslm,  tbongh  the  indieUaal  is 
not  aware  of-  it  Will  it  also  limit  the  absorbing 
powers  of  the  sUn  t«-X>aMi»  JTedico^  iVvsf. 

HODK  or  cranro  obstinate  old  ulcers. 

Dr.  Bresciani  de  Borsa  states  that,  for  very  old 
ulcers,  especially  those  of  the  leg,  which  resist  ererj 
other  method  of  treatment,  he  has  obtained  soand 
cicatrization,  6y  instltutiDg,by  means  of  caostic  potass, 
a  new  nicer  in  the  Ticinity.  In  a  piece  of  adhesire 
plaster  a  hole  is  made,  somewhat  smaller  in  sise  than 
the  artificial  nicer  is  to  be;  it  is  then  applied  at  one  or 
two  finger's  breadth  from  the  old  sore  ;  caastie  potass 
is  mbbed  on  this  spsce  nntil  an  eschar  is  formed ;  and 
daring  the  Consequent  inflammatory  and  soppnrative 
processes,  the  old  solution  of  continuity,  which  bad  so 
obstinately  resisted  treatment,  closes  up,  and  the  cica- 
trix, in  general,  continues  sound. 

If  the  healed  ulcers  had  resulted  fk-om  a  disdrdered 
constitution,  to  the  appropriate  internal  treatment  he 
adds,  either  an  issue  in  some  usual  spot,  or  places  a 
small  portion  of  pus  in  the  artificial  ulcer  itself,  when 
nearly  healed,  so  as  to  eonrert  it  into  a  common  issue, 
which  contributes  much  to  efficient  treatment  By 
this  prudential  precaution  he  has  never  seen  any 
mischief  produced  in  the  constitution  of  those  who  had 
long  been  subject  to  obstinate  ulcers.  If  the  ulcer  was 
produced  by  a  traumatic  cause,  after  it  has  become 
healed,  the  artificial  one  may  also  be  oicatrized  as  soon 
as  possible,  without  any  injury  resulting.  More  than 
a  hundred  cases  have  been  dnred  in  this  meaner ;  and 
many  instances  of  core  'hsTO  occurred  in  the  hospital, 
^f  ulcers  of  twenty  or  thirty  years'  st|inding.— Ifr. 
Anetlft  Report  on  Swr$§rsr-'^  Hdf'T^early  Jbttfact," 
roLV. 

CBXOiOtft  Tir  OBSTINATE  V&CEES. 

The  fame  j^ytician  remaifca  thattUs  appUctlionfor 


indolent  and  obsdnato  nkers  seems  to  lie  going  oat  of 
vee,  bat  he  does  not  know  why,  for  in  h6  own  pnctiee 
he  finds  It  so  neeftal  that  he  calls  It  a  MrerslgnreBMdy. 
The  formnla  is,  Creosote  gtt  rj.,  Aq.  Font  oz.  if ^  91. ; 
increasing  the  strength  gradually  to  ten  er  teU^ 
drops.  A  change  in  the  pathological  condilioii  of  sU, 
fonl,  indolent  nloers,  is  brought  about  with  gnat 
celeri^.  It  is  certainly  the  best  fiesh-prodnoer  Imowa 
in  sn  rgery  in  these  morbid  affecdons.  Has  the  rensd  j 
some  specific  aedon  on  the  capillaries  f  for  ia  tT«n 
twenty  hoars  a  foul  snrfaoe  may  be  seen  comred 
by  loznriaat  granulations,  and  old,  indolent' akea 
become  benign  and  acdre.  The  application  matt 
always  be  reserred  for  old  and  indolent  akers,  Itr  if 
nsed  In  acdve,  infiammsitory,  and  painfal  cues,  grest 
mischief  will  resnlt;  and  Dr.  de  Borsa  belieres  it  hai 
fallen  Into  disrepnto  becaose  it  has  so  freqMDilx 
been  prescribed  in  conditions  which  contraiodicalsditi 
employment..— JM. 

TEE  ATMS  NT  OV  aiNOUON. 

Mr.  Skey  recommends  ponctnre  with  the  point  of  s 
small  lancet  as  a  leas  painfal  and  more  csttsta 
remedy  than  a  blow  in  the  treatment  of  these  siK- 
dons.  The  panctore  may  bo  anfllcienay  Isige  only 
to  allow  the  oontonts  to  be  presaod  throng  A  pad  of 
lint,  bonnd  down  with  adhesive  plaster  firmlj  sp pliad, 
wiU  almost  invariably  destroy  the  cavity  in  twenty-fosr 
hoars. 

A  case  oocnired  in  tho  early  part  of  Che  saomer, 
which  may  serve  to  remind  as  that  even  these  cutaasom 
cysts  will  not  bear  rongh  treatment.  The  cyst,  wiiioh 
was  rather  nnnsnaUy  large,  occupied  the  back  of  the 
wrist  in  a  yonUi  of  .eighteen.  Mr.  Skey  pnnctBred  it 
several  dmes,  bat  it  retamed^  He  then  passed  thros^ 
it  a  very  fine  thread,  but  being  unfortunately,  sbimt 
Drom  the  hospital  on  the  day  of  his  next  visit,  the  tbretd 
remained  for  a  few  days  beyond  the  ususl  period. 
Inflammation  foUewed,  of  a  severe  kind,  sad  Uis 
youth  beoame  an  inmato  of  the  hospital  for  sons 
weeks,  where,  having  recovered  from  the  attack  of 
infiammadon,  he  returned  to  the  out-patient  room  vlth 
his  original  malady.— ilffeftca/  Gazette* 

POLYPI    OP    THE    RECTtJM    IN    THE   IMPART. 

By  M.  Guersent,  Jan. 

When  a  child  sufiering  from  this  affection  is  brssglit 
to  the  surgeon  it  is  frequently  at  first  sight  soppoied  » 
be  labouring  under  prolapsus  ani.  The  svmptomi  *i^ 
obscure  and  easily  confounded  with  those  of  otto 
diseases.  They  are  chiefly  bloody  stools,  with  freqaent 
tenesmus.  When  the  polypus  has  acquired  lug^ 
dimensions,  defecation  becomes  more  and  more  diflml^  ; 
and  the  tnmoar  is  generally  expelled  by  the  eiort.  I 
This  is  seen  to  be  of  variable  size  in  different  essn,oC 
reddish  colonr,  and  smooth.  It  has  been  freqwotfT 
remarked  by  the  author  that  the  fmcal  msm  is  otfrkid 
by  the  progjecdon  of  the  tomonr,  which  indents  it  isle 
the  form  of  a  gutter.  This  is  no  mora  than  night  he 
expected. 

Authors  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  ftators  of  thefts 
tamonrs ;  some  regard  them  ia  fibro^cellalsr,  sthan. 
consider  them  «•  conitaady  of  n  bmicou  mcore*  Thii 
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ii  the  opiuivi  9Dterl«inMl  bj  M.  Stoltz»  to  whom  wo 
m  jBdebted  ft>r  some  very  sblo  rosoarohes  Qpon  tbe 
aiectioD.  Aceordiog  to  tbit  writer,  pqlypi  are  gonerally 
ciipjed  bj  prolapaos  of  tbe  rectom,  wbicb,  bj  its 
frfquent  occiirreDce,  causes  a  portion  of  tbe  mooons 
Brnbraxie  to  be  pinebed  up  by  tbe  tpbiocter,  and  tbos 
to  becoQe  tbe  starting-point  to  tbe  tumour.  M.  Oendrin 
admits  that  tbis  explanation  nay  be  correct  in  some 
iast^cesy  but  be  tbinbs  tbat  it  is  not  applicable  in  tbe 
nqority. 

It  tometimes  bappeps  tbat  tbe  tumonr  is  implanted 
10  high  up  tbat  it  does  not  pass  out  of  tbe  rectum. 
Tbe  osture  of  tbe  case  is  tben  rendered  more  doubtful. 
AAer  s  time  it  is  apt  to  become  fungous  and  to  bleed 
retdily,  in  wbicb  case  it  is  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  a 
bsBorrhoidal  tumour.  Tbe  diagnosis  can  only  be 
fonaed  by  a  tactile  examination.  Tbe  many  otber 
sffwtioBs  to  wbicb  tbe  part  is  subject,  as  fissure,  condy- 
loBSla,  etc.,  are  so  comparatirely  rare  in  infancy^  tbat 
tbey  sre  scarcely  libely  to  give  rise  to  mistake. 

Tbe  usual  eftect  of  these  tumours  is  to  give  rise  to 
npsated  bleedings,  by  wbiob  the  general  health  of  tbe 
iafsat  is  rapidly  deteriorated;  It  therefore  becomes 
Moosary  to  effect  a  speedy  cure.  Tbey  may  some- 
lines  disappear  spontaneously,  or  drop  off  by  tbe 
gradasl  elongadon  and  consequent  narrowing  of  tbe 
psdicto.  Tbe  anibor  bas  observed  this  termination  in 
ierenl  instancea,  but  does  not  consider  it  safe  to  wait 
for  socb  an  event. 

Tbe  rem(^ral  of  tbe  tumour  may  be  effected  in  several 
n;^— by  cauterization,  tension,  excision,  or  ligature. 
Tbe'aotber  recommends  the  latter  as  the  most  free 
ftsnr  danger,  unless  the  pedicle  is  extremely  delicate, 
vbsn  it  may  be  cut  through  at  once.  The  ligature  is 
sppHed  by  the  guidance  of  tbe  index-finger,  when  the 
toDoar  is  not  implanted  high  up.  When  it  is  more 
^1j  seated,  the  author  dilates  the  anus  with  a  bivalve 
speeUum.  The  tumour  !s  tben  seized  with  an  appro, 
priate  forceps,  and  tbe  ligature  applied  as  in  uterine 
pelvi^as.— Gtureffe  dei  Hdpitaux^  Nov.  12,  1846. 

WOVHD  OF  TBS  SCROTUM  WITH  HEKNia  OP  THB 

TESTICLS. 

M.  Ollivier  (d' Angers,}  was  consulted  in  tbe  case  of  a 
joang  man  who,  while  gathering  apples  fell  from  tbe  tree 
apon  B  stake  fixed  below,  wbicb  penetrated  tbe  scrotum, 
and  tore  it  into  two  unequal  parts.  On  bis  arrival  M. 
Onivier  found  both  testicles  completely  exposed,  and 
tbe  injured  scrotum  gangrenous  in  several  points.  Tbe 
iajory  oecvpied  tbe  entire  length  of  tbe  scrotum  from 
^  perineum  to  the  root  of  the  penis.  In  expectation 
^  serere 'inflammatory  symptoms,  tbe  patient  was  bled 
from  the  arm,  atrictly  dieted,  and  purged.  After  having 
careftilly  sponged  tbe  wounded  parts,  tbe  first  endeavour 
Vtt  &  course  directed  towards  replacing  the  testicles, 
vbicb  was  effected  without  pain,  tbe  organs  bei^g  kept 
iA  site  by  ligatures.  On  tbe  day  following  a  large 
P<vtioto  of  the  scrotum  sloughed  away,  and  tbe  left  tes- 
l^was  again  uncovered  i  and  moreover,  f^om  tbe  great 
^orgement  of  the  parts,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
^te  a  scrotal  investment  for  it;  in  other  respects  tbe 
Mej)t  iru  ill  a  tatisfactoxy  itate,  Und^r  these  circam- 


ataa^ea  the  pMt  was  dresaed  with  ain^  Ammini^fiM^ 
in  the  eovse  of  two  vontha  the  lost  poAiaB  el  tl^ 
scrotum,  ifaa  (vitirsly  restofedi.the  teatio)e.  beeemlng 
adherent.— jBeinM  3isdkO'ChmBr$/ieale,  Fevj.,  1847^  . 

MIDWIFERY. 

.        PRftTBMTlOW  OF  ABOKTIOW. 

In  alale  mimberof  tke*<  Dnblhi  Quarterly  Journal,'* 
Dr.  CMffin  ad?  anoes,  in  oneefhia  ^  Medical  Froblem^'^ 
the  qneeUoii  whether,'  when  misoairiage  or  pieBataM 
labeur  takes  plaoe^  at  fised  periodt  firea  the  toflaeneo 
of  an  aoqnmd  haMt,  the  pertodieal  movements  iBa|' 
not  he  preftatad  by  aneh  veaedlaa  aa  prevent  tbe- 
retorv-ef  epilepllw  fita  er  agues t  In  answer  to  thie 
qneg^yy  he  letelea  the  ease  of  a  lady  who  had  mlsoanied 
8everid'4iniea  at  the  third  month,  and  oame  under  hie 
care  in  her  sixth  pregnaney.  Dr.  Griffin  eoold  not 
detect  any  obvious  caoae  of  her  fbumer  abortiODe,  and 
aa  alb«4ber  means  had  been  tried,  it  occurred  to  him  to 
try  a  course  of  some  metallic  tonic,  given  on  the  isaoM 
principle  as  in  epilepsy.  She  therefore  toek  two  gralne- 
and  ai  half  of  oxide  of  aino^  with  eztracf  of  heps,  tinreo 
timea  a  day,  loUewed  by  Talerian,  aroaatie  spirita  of 
ammonia,  and  decoction  of  snake  root  She  was- 
advised,  instead  of  lying  upon  the  sofla»  to  take  the  air 
aa  much  as  possible.  Under  thia  irsatasent  she  passed 
the  nanaA'  period  of  mSaoarriage  to  bu  great  jev.  Hap- 
pening»  however,  to  meet  soon  after,  with  eansea  of 
mental  excitement,-  she  experienced  the  preasonitery. 
symptoms  of  abortion  to  which  she  had  been '  aocns* 
tomed,  but  by  taking  a  grain  of  opium  every  hour  till 
tbe  pain  ceased,  tbe  accident  was  warded  off,  and  she 
was  soon  able  to  resume  the  zinc.  She  went  her  full 
time.  A  second  and  still  more  striking  case  is  also- 
narrated.— I>u6/.  Quart,  Joum,^  May,  1847. 

0!T  INCISION   OF  THE  NECK  OF  TUB  WOMB  IN  LABOVR. 

M.  Nicbet  regards  the  above  operation  as  warranted^ 
under  ^e  following  circumstances  :— > 

1.  Id  puerperal  convulsions,  in  which  the  extractioa 
of  tbe  fostus,  is  judged  to  be  neoessary. 

2.  When  serious  hemorrhage  declares  itself  at  the 
close  of  pregnancy,  and  the  neck  of  tbe  womb  remains 
undilateable. 

3.  In  narrowing  of  tbe  pelvis,  when  it  baa  been 
ascertained  by  measurement  that  the  application  of 
tbe  forceps  will  be  necessary,  and  the  cervix  does  not 
readily, dilate. 

4.  Finally,  when  the  bead  is  separated  from  the 
trunk  and  remains  within  tbe  womb,  and  the  rigidity  of 
the  cervix  will  not  allow  of  the  ^introduction  of  the- 
band.— Jotcrooi  de  Mid,  de  Lyons- 

[Incision  oX  the  cervix  has  been  repeatedly  advised 
by  British  obstetricians  in  certain  cases  of  rigidity  of 
tbat  part,  and  more  particularly  of  late  by  Drs.  Lever, 
Oldbami  and  Professor  Simpson ;  but  we  much  doubt 
whether  either  of  these  physicians  would  consider  the 
oonditiops  pointed  ont  by  Nichet  as  indicationa  which 
warram  (b<  operation*  In  the  second  case  more  par- 
tionlarly,  in  which  tbe  bleeding  commonly  ariaea  from 
implantaticp  .of  the  plaoenta  npea  the  oerviz,  thO' 
danmof  uiciaipg  Uie  part  may  b«  readily  coAoeiTed.] 
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««Mi»a  A  SOMSITOTS  VOR  CEASIOTOlCir. 

Dr.  StefMMi  ctatM  that  be  hM  pmellMd  Mrolag  m 
«a«lleniMtif«  forcnttiotomytnd  tlM  long  ibre«pfl»  in 
S6f«rsl  OUM  in  which  the  head  had  been  morUdlf 
detained  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvie,  from  the  sHghter 
fonne  of  diipropordon  between  the  two ;  and  he  belioTee 
it  to  preeent  Tsriont  adTantages  orer  embrjnlcio.  It 
^tea  the  child  a  chanee  of  life;  it  ie  more  safe  to  the 
mother,  becanae  it  can  be  peribrmed  earlier  in  the' 
laboor,  and  more  speedilj ;  it  enablea  us  to  adjostaDd 
extract  the  head  of  the  child  throngh  the  imperfect 
pelTic  brim  in  the  moet  adTantageona  form  and  diroo* 
4ion»  the  head  flattening  hUraUy  nndar  the  traction^ 
the  neck  of  the  ohild  (if  it  were  living«  or  onlj  Utelf 
•deadi)  ia  ao  atrong  aa  to  allow  na  to  exert  anoh  a  degree  of 
traction  apon  the  obatracted  head,  that  the  ^ea  of  the 
•craniam  might  become  very  greatly  compreiaed,  or 
^ren  indented  anderit,  and  that  without  neceiaariiy 
deatroying  the  child  j  and,  laatly,  he  obaerres,  it  la  a 
practice  which  can  be  followed  when  proper  instru. 
menti  are  not  at  hand,  and  the  aToidance  of  instra- 
laenti  it  generally  deairable  when  it  ia  poarible. — 
MonMiy  Journal  of  Medical  Scknc^t  Jan.,  1847. 

MATERIA  MEDICA. 

auiUF  ov  HTsnocTaMio  acts. 
At  the  reqneat  of  aeTeial  medieal  praetitioMW^* 
'very  elegant  syrup  of  pniaaic  acid  haa  been  defiied  by 
Dr.  Reich,  affording  an  eligible  meana  of  adminiatejing 
that  potent  tabatance  in  a  certain  dote.  He  preparetit 
by  adding  to  a  tynip  of  tweet  almondt  a  definite 
•quantity  of  amygdaline.  His  recipe,  is  as  follows : — 
Take  of  sweet  almondt  two  oancet;  immerte  them 
for  the  tpace  of  a  night  in  cold  dittilled  water,  and 
in  the  morning  lemoTe  the  skin  by  the  preasare^pf 
the  finger  and  thumb ;  then  pound  the  almonds  in  a 
deep  mortar,  adding  two  ouncea  of  the  pureat  sugfix. 
Pound  together  in  a  mortar,  either  of  porcelain  or 
marble;  then  by  degrees  add  diatUled  water  two  o^n^ea* 
and  strain,  with  the  application  of  slight  force.  To 
this  emulsion  add  sugar  of  the  paiest  kind  two  ounces, 
.and  promote  the  aolotion  of  the  angar  by  mixture  alone, 
heat  being  aroided.  To  four  ounces  of  this  syrup 
add  serenteen  grains  of  amygdaline,  and  rub  together 
in  a  porcelain  mortar.  Much  of  the  syrup  need  not  be 
kept  ready  prepared,  as  its  extemporaneous  formation 
ia  so  easy.  An  ounce  contains  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
real  prussic  acid.— BifcAiMr*s  Reperiorimm, 


THE    MEDICAL    REGISTRATION    BILL: 
REPLY  TO  MR.  ALLISON. 

TO  THK  RDlTOn  OT  THl  PKOVINCIAL  MXDICAL  AND 
8US0ICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sin, 
Had  I  foreseen  that  the  temperate  remarks  which  I 
lately  made  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  GMmeti  qf 
4h€  Nalumal  InstUute  of  MedicvM^  *•  regards  Afr. 
WakleyU  MoMcai  /Zt^CroMm  Biil,  would  haTeelieitfld 
from  any  roapeotaUe.  member  of  the  pioluBrioB  auah 
«inoalled-for  inainnatioBfl  aa  are  oontaload  in  Mr. 
AUiaoa'a  latter  la  yov  laal  JmimO^  i  ahovM  Mimt 


ha^e  beefi  ^  the  tfonble  of  writin|  tha^u  ,J  feelsozry 
to  aay,  this  is  only  another  o(  the  lyimeroiu  specintat  , 
of  ill  feeling  which  are  sadly  too  pievalent  among  «% 
and  whichy  I  fear,  will  prevent  any  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature doing  ns  much  good. 

<*SeBeieit  ia  eorde  cacoetkls." 

It  appears,  on  referring  to  the  list,  that  Mr.  AlHsen 
ia  a  meai^  of  the  Council  of  the  Institute  which  hi 
supports.  I  do  not  therefore  blame  him  for  ttle]dn|te 
''  Uather,"  but  I  cannot  think  any  nnprejodiced  persoii 
can  call  my  letter  ''abusttfe/*  I  cerUialy  reproaclied 
the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  for  they 
are  like  the  dog  in  the  manger.  His  "  Uather^  and 
letter  forcibly  contradict  the  old  proTcrb 

*<  Rare  in  tenai  faeondia  paano.** 

Those  who  hare  read  much  of  medical  biogrsphy 
know,  that  a  lirge  proportion  of  the  late  and  present 
race  of  eminent  physicians,  were,  originally,  genenl 
practitioners;  for  instance,  Jenner,  Harrey,  Smellie, 
Cttllen,Brown,William  Hunter,  Mason  Good,Johatan, 
Aberccombie,  Wardrop,  Pareirai  A.  T.  Thompson, 
Babington,  Clutterbnck,  &c.»  &c.  For  the  attainneatt 
of  such  physicians  I  have  the  higheat  regard,  knowing 
that  they  have  well  earned  the  little  honour  which  their 
title  gives  them.  Bat  I  have  no  comoum  lellowthip 
with  those  physicians  who  wish  to  keep  in  ignorance 
the  great  body  of  general  praotitloners. 

I  regret  I  have  not  the  honour  of  the  permosl 
acquaintance  of  Mr.  Allison,  because  he  would  have 
known  that  my  chief  aim  in  medical  reform  U,—J!ntp 
to  ascertain  that  every  person,  before  entering  the 
profession,  shall  have  received  a  very  liberal  education; 
secondly^  after  having  studied  regularly  a  sufficient 
length  of  time,  to  compel  the  candidate  to  pass  throngh 
a  most  searching  and  practical  examination  as  to  his 
fitness  to  practise ;  thirdly,  that  he  shall  aderwards  be 
sufficiently  protected,  not  only  from  the  interference  of 
ignorant  quacks,  but  from  the  opprobrium,  ignominy, 
and  insult  too  often  unmeritedly  directed  against  some 
of  the  most  deserving  and  enlightened  of  our  brethren, 
by  persons  under  the  control  of  Government;  snd 
fourlklyt  that  by  theae  meana,  we  may  be  enabled  to 
take  and  keep  our  proper  rank  in  aociety.  From  these 
persons,  after  ten  years  practice,  and  another  practical 
examination,  I  would  select  our  future  consolUog 
physicians  and  surgeons. 

Perhaps  the  most  charitable  mode  of  interpreting 
Mr.  Allison's  letter  may  be,  that  seeing  the  declining 
state  of  the  Institute,  he  is  acting  on  the  old  maxim 
<*  Aodacia  magna  soperest  malae  causae.** 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Sir, 

In  great  haste,  your  faithful  Servant, 

£.  J.  SHEARMAK. 
Rotherham,  June  I7th,  1847. 

SfHaual  InteUfgencf » 

'  QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Qneen'a  College  wst 
held  on  Saturday  last,  tim  Rev.  and  WorsMpfid  Cbaa- 
eeUnr  Jamea  Tbonua  Law,  Yiee-principal,  in  thechsir. 

TiMamrChuter  of  iaoorpoiMioii'entiinkBrillli^ 
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^  BMnbenHty  WlitUtt  Sands  Cox,  Esq.,  the  Deitn  of 
the  tmhjf  tM  wantoly  reoeiYed. 

Her  M ijeitT  bAs  b«en  gracioaslf  pletsed  tocbnfer 
«B  die  College  most  ezttntlYe  privilegee. 

FttU  powers  have  been  giYen  to  "  tbe  Prhieipal  and 
Conneil  to  enbraoe  In  tbeir  system  of  edoeation,  Lasrs, 
Uisfattt^  Science  and  tbe  Arts." 

Abo  to  be  able  and  capable  ip  law  to  take,  pnicbase, 
•ad  bold  far  tbe  nee  of  the  Queen's  College  and  tbe 
Qneen's  College  Hospital,  any  goods,  cbattles,  or 
penonal  property  whatM>ever,  and  also  to  be  able  and 
capable  inlaw, notwitbstanding  the  statntes  of  mortmain, 
to  takeipQrchase,and  hold  to  them  and  their  successors, 
not  only  all  such  lands,  baildings,  hereditaments,  and 
possessions  as  may  be  from  time  to  time  ezclasiToly 
ined  for  tbe  sites  and  immediate  purposes  of  the  College 
and  Hospital  respectively,  but  also  for  tbe  use  and 
■aintenance  of  the  College,  any  other  lands,  tenements, 
and  liereditaments,  and  possessions  whatsoever,  not 
ezoseding  tbe  annual  value  of  £3,500,  and  also  for  the 
nse  snd  maintenance  of  the  Hospital,  any  other  lands, 
teoements,  and  hereditaments,  and  possessions  what- 
soever, taot  exceeding  the  annual  value  of  £%S00. 

Also  to  have  power  to  accept  on  behalf  of  the  College 
or  Hoepital,  gifts  and  endowments  for  promoting 
partleolar  olijeeta  of  education  or  otherwise,  in  aid  of 
tbe  general  pnrpoees  ot  tbe  College  or  Hospital,  on 
soeh  terms  and  oonditiona  as  may  be  agreed  upon  for 
tlie  poipose,  between  the  .said  College  and  the  person 
bestowing  such  gifts  and  endowments. 

With  respect  to  the  mode  of  electing  tbe  Professors 
it  providee— "  that  whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in 
any  Professorship,  the  names  of  the  Candidates  shall 
in  the  first  instance  be  referred  by  the  Council  to  the 
Professors,  who  shall  make  a  special  report  to  the 
Cooacil  of  the  names  of  saoh  Candidates,  as  in  their 
jodgment  shall  be  qualified  and  eligible,  professionally 
snd  otherwise,  to  fill  the  vacant  Professorship,  and  that 
theConocil  shall  then  recommend  to  the  Governors 
from  the  Candidates  included  in  such  report,  one  whom 
they  think* beat  qualified  to  fill  the  vacant  Professor- 
ship."       . 

It  also  providei^-**  that  whenever  in  the  opinion  of 
ttie  Council  any  Professor  ought  to  be  removed  by 
lesson  of  neglect  of  duty,  incapacity  from  permanent 
Ohiess,  infirmity,  or  other  sufficient  cause,  a  report  to 
that  effect  shall  be  laid  by  tbe  Council  before  a  special 
aieeting  of  the  Governors,  to  be  called  for  that  purpose^ 
two  thirds  of  whom  shall  have  power  to  remove  such 
Professor,  the  votes  of  such  meeting  to  be  taken  by 
bsUoL** 

It  also  .enables  the  Council  to  confer  on  its  dis. 
tiagoished  students  an  honorary  distinction.  The 
Council  shall  have  power  from  time  to  time  to  elect  such 
members  of  the  College  holding  a  diploma  in  Medicine 
or  Surgery,  or  being  graduates  in  medicine,  law,  or 
vts,orsuoh  members  of  the  ^late  Birmingham  Royal 
School  of  Medicine  and  Suigery,"  as  the  Council  may 
by  their  bye-laws  determine  to  be  ^  Fellows  of  Queen's 
<^llege,  at  Birmingham',^  with  power  to  vote  at  all 
special  and  general  meetings  of  the  Governors,  and 
vith  such  powers  and  privileges  as  may  be  determined 
iiponf^om  time  to  time  by  the  Council. 

It  also  provides  "  that  all  feet  from  students  for 
attendance  upon  the  Medical  and  Surgical  practice  of 


of  tbe  CoUejfe,  for  the  nee  and  pnrpoees  of  the  Hoepllal ; 
provided  nevertholeaa,  that  it  shall  b»  lawful  for  tlM 
Council  of  tbe  Collegn  firom  time  to  time  to  pay  uvur 
suoh  proportion  of  the  isea  as  tbey  shall  think  fit  to 
such  Medical  and  Suigical  officers  aa  are  engaged  ia 
the  actual  duties  of  Professors  o(  the  College,  and  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Officers  of  the  HospiUl." 

A  sub  committee  consisting  of  the  Rev.  Chanoellor 
Lajr,  Dr.  Eccles,  Dr.  Birt  Davies,  and  William  Sands 
Cox,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  dutiful  and  loyal 
address,  praying  her  Msjesty  to  be  pleased  to  accept 
tbe  most  respectful  and  grateful  acknowlegments  of  the 
College,  fbr  her  Hsjesty's  great  kindness  in  granting  to 
tbe'^ollege  such  important  privileges,  to  be  presented  at 
an  Mljoumed  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  SSth  instant. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

CJurles  W.  Bell,  E8q.,M.D.,  K.L.S.,  a  nephesr  of  tho 
late^Sjir  Charles  Bell,  and  formerly  attached  to  the  Britisb 
Embassy  at  the  Court  of  Persia,  has  been  elected  one  of 
the  physicians  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary,  in  the 
room  of  Dr.  Saiterthwaite,  resigned. 

Dr.  George  Dixon  Hedley  has  been  elected  one  of 
the  Physicians  to  tbe  Bedford  General  Infirmary,  in  tbe 
room  of  Dr.  Mesham,  deceased. 

M.  Laugier,  Surgeon  to  the  H5pital  Beaojon,  Paris, 
hu  been  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  H6pital  de  la  Pitii, 
ia  tb^foom  of  M.  Lisfraac,  deaeased. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  July  2, 
1847 :— J.  O'Brien ;  J.  Day ;  H.  J.  Rice ;  T.  Park  ; 
F.  Mason;  C.  D.  R.  Symons;  G.  A.  H.  Hepworth; 
M.  Thomas;  W.  E.  Hambly;  W.  Mott;  A.  Biyth; 
W.  G.  Corl;  H.  Crisp ;  E.  W.  Lowe ;  J.  P.  Badley. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  July  9, 
1847 i^H.  P.  Harris;  L.  Tiruefitt;  J.  Tudor;  J. 
Rogem;  J.  Parmer;  J.  Burgan;  H.  P.  Barnett; 
J.  Fayrer. 

At^  meeting  of  the  FeBows  of  tbe  College,  held  on 
tbe  Ifet  instant,  the  President,  William  Lawrence,  Esq., 
in  the  chair,-  Mr.  Edward  Cutler,  Mr.  Charles  Aston 
Key,  and  Mr.  Cmsar  Henry  Hawkins,  were  re-elected 
Members  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Soden,  of  Batb, 
presided  at  tbe  annual  dinner. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Jane 
17th  :--John  Ricbardsoo,  Hindon ;  Edward  Lund» 
Faversham ;  Charies  Palmer,  Liverpool ;  C.  Warren 
Price,  Abergavenny ;  Jonsthan  Wybraots,  Sbeptoa 
Malleu;  William  Davies,  Mertbyr ;  Joseph  W.  Raleigh 
Baxter,  Eoglaod. 

Thursday,  June  24lh :— Herman  H.  Tribe,  Chatb|im ; 
John  Riggs  Miller  Lewis;  George  Augustus  Jeflery, 
London ;  William  Jones,  Anglesey ;  George  Hswkesford, 
Birmingham ;  William  Crosby,  York ;  Thomas  CUyson 
Mourilyan,  D^;  John  Dickson,  Ebrington;  John 
Griffiths  Doidge,  Cornwall;  0.  Broughton,  Mundhain, 
Loddon ;  John  Taylor  Rowland,  Myttoo« 

TMtaday,  July  1st  '.—James  Henry  Thomu  Vaugban 
HoglNs,  NaQneich,Flinlshire;Jotepii  White,  Nottingham; 
Tboam  Rhodes  Aiaulage,  Leedi;  Fntndf  Wittlua 
KtaoflpihottMteii^  All  Sgiali.  - 
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MISCBLLANBOU8. 


OBITUARY. 

DM,  Maj  20tli,  at  EraerouiB,  aged  33»  ^Georgt 
Jowph  Bail,  Emi^,  M.B^  K.C.L.&,  RadcUffe  TravaUiog 
FeUow  of  Oxford,  aod  Pbyticiaa  to  bar  Majastj's 
J\|lnioa  in  Persia.  Dr.  Bell  wae  a  son  of  (be  late 
Profaasor  George  Joseph  Bell,  of  Edinborgb. 

Jane  28tb,  io  Welclose  Square,  of  acute  laryngitis, 
aged  38,  Edwin  Jobn  Quekett,  Esq.,  F.L.$.,  surgeon 
to  the  Tower  Hamlets  Dispensary.  Mr.  Quekett  was 
a  member  of  the  Coancil  of  the  Linnsan  Society,  end 
well  known  as  a  eontribntor  to  the  Transtctioos  of 
that  Society,  and  as  a  supporter  of  the  Microscopical 
Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  ffae  founders. 
'  June  28th,  at  Bath,  Charles  C.  Langworthy,  M.D., 
one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  of  that  city. 

July  3rd,  aged  76,  M.  Psriset,  the  SecieUry  to  the 
Academie  de  M^decine,  Paris. 

July  4th,  at  Camden  Town,  aged  47,  Joseph  Curtis, 
Esq.,  Surgeon. 

Jnly  5th,  at  Paris,  aged  44,  M,  Cssimir  Broossaia. . 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

On  Polmonary  Consumption;  and  on  Bronchial  ani 
Laryngeal  Disease^  ftc.  By  Sir  Chsrlsa  Scodanwre,. 
M.D.,  F.R.S.,of  the  Royal  CoUfge  of  Physidans,  Ac.  fte. 
London  :  ChofchiU.    1847.    8?o.  pp.  259. 

On  the  Pathology  and  Tieatment  of  Dysantery ;  being 
the  Galstooian  Lectures  delivered  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, in  Fabroary,  1847.  By  WUlism  Baly.  M.D.,. 
Physiciau  to  the  Milbank  Prison,  Ac  (From  the  London 
Medical  Gsxetts.)    8vo.  pp.  33. 

A  necdou  Sydanhsuuana :  Medical  Notes  and  Obserra- 
vation  of  Thomas  Sydenham,  M.D.  Second  Edition. 
Oxford:  Parker.    1847.    16mo.  pp.56. 

On  the  Duties  of  Physicians,  resulting  from  their  Pro« 
fesiion.  By  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Gisbome,  M.A. 
Oxford;  Parker.    1847.    8ro.  16mo.  pp.  56. 

The  Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Medical  Sciences. 
Edited  by  W.  H.  Rankin?,  M.D.,  Cantab.,  late  Physician 
to  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital.  Vol.  V.  January— 
June,  1847.    London :  ChorchilL    1847.    pp.  413. 


METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  MAY,   1847. 
Kept  at  Sidmoutb,  by  W.  H.  Cullbn,  M.D. ;  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  Rogers;  at  Romsey,  Hants  by  P.  Buckell, 
Esq.,  Surgeon  ;  at  Uckfield  Sussex,  by  C.  L.  Prince,  Esq.;  and  st  Harrogate,  by  G.  Kknniok,M.D. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Gommnnications  have  been  received  from  Dr.  R.  H.  PowcU  $  Mr.  Prince  i  Dr.  Payne  i  Mr.  Hvaaifkj  i  ^'  *^f 
Staines }  Mr,  H.  L.  Smith. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


THE  RETROSPECTIVE  ADDRESS, 

]IBl.ITBmS»  AT  TR«  SIXTH  Al^MIVSmSABT  OV  THE 
BBAPIKO  PATHOLOGICAL  tOCIBTT. 

By  Edwabd  Wklls,  M.D.,  PbysicUa  to  the  Royal 

Berkshire  Hospital. 

(Continued  from  page  369.) 

v.— DiSBASBB  OF  THE   UrINABT   STSTBM. 

IKoMm.— AUhougb  the  more  recent  iDquiries,  and 
cspedally  those  of  M.  Boucbardat,  into  the  causes  and 
origin  of  diabetes,  woald  lead  to  the  inference  that  the 
disease  depends  prinarily  npon  a  vitiated  action  of  the 
stomach,  1  have  preferred  in  the  present  insunce,  to  class 
Ihe  foHowing  example  of  that  disorder  under  the  diseases 
of  the  urinary  system,  for  unfortunately  the  condition 
of  the  stomach  after  death  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
noticed,  at  least  no  remarks  to  that  effect  appear 
among  our  minutes. 

On  the  2nd  of  December,  1846,  Mr.  Harrinson  pre- 
sfented  the  kidneys,  uterus,  and  portions  of  the  lungs 
of  Mrs.  W.,  who  had  died  of  phthisis,  with  diabetes 
vellitos.  She  was  a  strumous  subject,  aged  22,  married 
••ne  year  and  a  half,  and  bad  had  one  miscarriage  at  six 
months.  He  had  attended  her  soon  after  her  miscar- 
riage, for  slight  inflammation  (as  be  supposed,)  of  the 
oervix  uteri.  Her  chief  complaint  was  of  pain  in  coitu, 
which  wss  only  partially  relieved  by  the  treatment 
employed.  Three  months  after  ber  miscarriage,  and  five 
before  her  death,  she  first  had  urinary  symptoms.  She 
hsgan  to  pass  a  large  quantity  of  urine,  and  at  the 
asiM  time  to  be  very  thirsty  snd  hungry,  to  lose  her 
stiengSb  and  flesh,  snd  to  have  a  dry  skin.  A  fortnight 
kefore  her  death  she  had  a  troublesome  cough;  the 
left  lung  was  found  to  be  much  diseased  with  a  cavity 
at  its  apex;  bronchitis  was  present  in  the  right  lung ; 
she  kad  never  rashes  on  the  skin,  nor  boils.  The 
qoBBtity  of  urine  passed  latterly  had  amounted  to 
twelve  pints  in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  it  had  a  specific 
gravity  of  1035,  and  smelt  sweet,  like  apples.  The 
treatment  was  palliative. 

Po«/-fN0rffm.— Emaciation  extreme ;  right  lung 
healthy;  left  pleura  universally  adherent;  left  long 
completely  disorganized  with  tubercles,  with  small 
cavities  in  various  parts,  and  a  larger  one  at  the  apex ; 
kidneys  hard,  large,  and  of  a  whitish  colour,  separated 
witk  difficulty  from  their  close  adhesions  to  the  sur- 
sieaBdiiig  tissues ;  uterus  of  the  natural  siie,  but  bent 
forwards,  lying  on  the  bladder  in  a  state  of  acute 
icsiM. 

Me.  15,  July  »,  1M7. 


Mr.  Harrinson  remarked  that  why  the  left  lung  was 
alone  diseased,  depended  probably  on  its  physical, 
condition,  being  bound  down  by  adhesions*  He  also 
made  some  remarks  upon  flexions  of  the  uterus,  to 
which  he  considered  much  more  importance  bad 
been  attached  then  they  merited,  more  especially 
by  M.  Velpeau. 

At  the  same  meeting  Dr.  Cowan  related  two  cases 
of  diabetes  mellitus,  the  one  occurring  in  a  boy  aged 
12,  and  the  other  in  a  lady.    Both  patients  died  coma- 
tose in  a  few  hours.    In  reference  to  this  subject  be 
remarked,  that  while  suffering  from  simple  diabetes, 
the    patient    might   exist    a   long    time,    but    that 
changes  were  very  liable  to   take   place  suddenly, 
which  placed  him  in  the  greatest  peril ;— that  diabetic 
urine  from  its  limpidity  passed  through  the  kidney 
readily,  but  when  its  character  altered,  as  for  instance 
on  becoming  albuminous,  then  the  kidney  became* 
blocked  up,  and  the  patient's  life  placed  in  jeopardy. 
He  considered  that  where  albuminous  urine  coincided 
with  convulsions  in  puerperal  women,  the  circniationp 
had  become  impeded,  the  kidneys  blocked  up,  and- 
their  excretion  prevented,  foreign  matters  were  thus- 
introduced  into   the  system,  and    convulsions   con* 
sequently  occurred. 

This  last  remark  called  forth  the  following  interesting 
cases  from  Mr.  Walford  :— > 

^/^umffitina.— Casb  I.— He  attended  Mrs.  B,  aged 
29,  in  labour  with  her  first  child.  The  labour  was 
somewhat  tedious,  and  before  its  completion,  a  slight 
convulsion  occurred.  Afterwards  the  convulsions 
returned  with  increased  force  and  frequency.  The 
urine  was  foifnd  to  be  highly  nlbttminoui.  She  was 
successfully  treated  by  cupping  behind  the  ears  and 
over  the  region  of  the  kidney,  by  calomel  and  jalap, 
and  a  purging  mixture.  Consciousness  was  restored 
in  three  or  four  days,  and  convalescence  rapidly 
established. 

Case  II. — He  was  called  to  a  woman,  aged  21,  in 
labour  with  her  first  child ;  she  was  reported  to  have 
had  two  fits.    He  found  ber  partly  unconscious,  pulse 
full  and  frequent,  external  parts  hot  and  dry.    She  was 
bled,  her  urine  drawn  off,  cold  effusion  applied,  tar<- 
tarized  antimony  given,  the  secale  administered.    The 
convulsions  continued ;  pains  were  waited  for  in  vair 
The  forceps  were  then  applied,  and  the  lahoev  cof 
pleted.    The  convulsions  continued  next  day,  thoi^ 
in  a  less  degree,  when<  consciousness  was  gnufo^^T 
restOTtd.   The  urine  was  in  this  case  of  specificgr«ity 
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RffnuMKcmrE  addubss. 


jmm,. 


1016,  tligbtly  add,  tad  ooly  becMie  ^HpkHf-mUkf 
by  beo. 

Mr.  Walford  reoiarked  tbat  be  oonld  not  ttBdeistniA 
what  the  (Ibumen  bad  to  do  with  the  coomltiooi» 
inaamoeh  aa  their  leferity  bore  no  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  albumen  in  the  nrine.  He  thought  the 
siore  reaaoaable  explanation  waa  the  effect  of  the 
■lore  -flfoVly-yieldiDg  parti  engaged  in  partaritimi 
upon  the  cerebro-spinai  tyatem,  that  ayatem  btiag  in 
a  atate  different  from  health.  Thto  nevr  he  tkragfat 
was  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  primipare  were  gene- 
rally the  aubject  of  conmlBiona,  and  by  the  treatment 
which  waa  successful  in  proportion  to  the  shortneai  of 
time  occupied  in  relieving  the  womb  of  its  contents. 
He  thought  that  in  the  first  case  be  bad  related  there 
was  disease  of  the  kidneys  of  some  duration. 

Mr.  HsLrrioson  objected  to  the  calomel  given  in  the 
first  case  by  Mr.  Walford,  and  related  the  following 
caae  as  confirming  bis  objection  :<— 

A  man,  aged  52,  who  bad  always  enjoyed  the  best 
bealtb,  applied  to  him  for  some  purging  medicine.  He 
said  that  Lis  face  and  feet  were  swollen,  his  breathing 
was  short,  and  bis  bowels  much  confined,  that  he  had 
no  pain  io  his  back,  and  that  his  water  was  "  aU  right** 
Every  examination  was  carefully  made,  except  that  of 
his  urine,  and  no  disease  found.  Some  purging  mix- 
ture was  ordered  three  times  a-day,  and  one  grain  of 
calomel  with  each  dose.  The  next  day,  when  six 
grains  of  calomel  had  been  taken,  he  found  him  in  a 
atate  of  most  profuse  salivation.  On  examination  the 
urine  was  highly  albuminous.  He  slowly  recovered 
from  this  condition  by  bleeding  and  croton  oil;  the 
urine  still  remained  cloudy.  In  these  cases  for  the 
future  he  should  not  venture  to  give  a  single  grain  of 
calomel. 

Dr.  Cowan  considered  that  in  thia  case  there  was  long- 
standing diseaae  of  the  kidney,  and  that  in  acute  cases 
calomel  was  not  contra-indicated. 

The  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  administering 
mercury  in  any,  and  if  ao,  in  what,  cases  of  albumin- 
uria, is,  I  believe,  still  sob-judice.  That  great  caution 
is  required  in  its  exhibition  in  puerperal  convulsions, 
with  albuminous  urine,  is  supported  by  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Lever,  who  says,  "  this  medicine  I  now  only  employ 
as  a  purgative  in  combioatiop  with  other  aperients,  and 
even  when  exhibited  with  this  view,  great  caution  must 
be  exercised,  as  the  system  is  very  readily  affected  by 
mercury  in  puerperal  convulsions,  attended  with  albu- 
minous urine ;  and  if  once  it  be  allowed  to  display  its 
effects,  the  diarrbcea,  insalivation,  and  consequent 
debility,  are  extremely  distressing,  as  well  as  difficult 
to  remedy." 

With  respect  to  the  cause  of  puerperal  convulsions, 
your  reporter  may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  remark,  that 
when  we  consider  the  almost  constant  presence  of  albu- 
minuria in  this  affection,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  that 
t  has  no  share  in  originating  the  attack.    Dr.  Lever 
ates  that  out  of  ten  cases  affected  with  these  convul- 
^s,  nine  presented  the  albuminous  condition  of  the 
^'Ve,  while  he  Had  examined  that  secretion  in  fifty 
^^Qen  iuring  labour  without  ever  detecting  albumen, 
^'cejt'  in  (hose  who  either  hud  puerperal  coarulMoni^ 


tw.  UtrmleniDgi  of  theii*    The  fact,  iiionMMrer«  thileiM- 

ndaione  are  liable  to  oecur  in  the  progveea  of  Bfi§ht>*9 

^Hmn^i  w&nmM  to  point  Id  the  eoncUttioa  that  thoae 

wUch  take  place  daring  labonr*  are  alao  oonnaoM  vilk 

tha  albnaiianria.    In  the  one  oomplaint  w«  weU  know 

that  nrea  ia  present  in  the  Uood,  and  itanon  eioiniiii  > 

is  die  probnUe  aoaroa  of  the  convnlaton^  aai  thera 

teema  to  be  no  naaon  why  the  other  coe^>laint  inay 

not  be  affeonnted  for  in  the  same  manner*    At  the 

■ane  tiaie  the  opinion  of  J>r.  Tyler  Smith  viatf  be 

quoted,  aa  aitribnting  theee  convukiotta  to  decaagMMnt 

of  the  excico-motory  ayatem,  their  canaea  being  either 

of  a  dfUric  or  exeentric  originr^the  first  indnding 

40i»4^  klood,  amgeitioHt  mipkyxia  from  clesnrr  ^ll». 

gkitkf  and  eme/MM ;  the  aecond,  irritation  of  thetnei- 

dm/  Mref «  t^  the  utenu,  Homaek,  mtutmal  ctamt, 

bladder,  aa  well  aa  of  thoae  which  ariae  from  thegenecal 

snrface  of  the  body.    And;  as  if  on  porpoee  to  poale 

oa,  not  only  aa  to  the  cause,  but  alao  aa  to  the  moat 

aoceesafttl  treatment  of  these  convolaiona,  (abont  which 

later   medical  writers  were    previonaly  pretty   wett 

agreed,)   M.  Leva,  a  Belgian  phyaiciaoa  informa  u^ 

"  that  io  the  treatment  of  the  paroxyam,  he  ia  atrenn-. 

oaaly  opposed  to  artificial  delivery,  and  placea  but  little 

confidence  in  blood-letting.     Uia  chief  reiiaooe  ia  on 

mercury,  which  be  exhihita  upon  the  principle  that  it 

diminishes  Ihe  auperabondance  of  fibrin  in  the  blood». 

upon  which  he  considers  the  diseaae  to  depend," -~ 

.  {Rankmg'e  Betroepecthe  Addreee.) 

Bright**  Dieeaee.—'X  have  already  alluded  to  the 
"question  as  to  the  propriety  of  administering  mercniy 
in  cases  of  albuminuria.  That  instances  do  occur  in 
which  the  judicious  administration  of  that  dmg  is  pro- 
ductive  of  great  benefit,  is  proved  by  the  history  of  the 
following  case,  which  was  reported  to  tbe  Society  by^' 
Dr.  Woodhoose  on  the  31st  of  March,  1847  :— - 

John  Wickens,  aged  22,  was  admitted  into  the' 
hospital  on  the  8th  of  September,  1846.  He  had' 
alwaj's  been  a  healthy  man  up  to  the  lat  of  June  last^' 
when,  after  drinking  a  large  quantity  of  ale,  lie  was 
attacked  the  same  evening  with  profuse  nose-bleeding, 
and  on  the  following  morning  found  his  face  mnch 
swollen.  In  the  evening  be  felt  pain  in  tbe  legs,  whteh 
soon  after  began  to  swell.  Prom'tbis  time  the  eedema 
gradually  extended  to  his  whole  trunk,  and  increased 
till  his  admission  into  the  hospital. 

At  tbe  time  of  his  admission,  the  cellular  tissue  over 
the  whole  body  was  enormously  distended  with  fluid ; 
urine  of  a  reddish  brown  colour,  of  specific  gravity  I920»' 
and  very  albuminous.    He  was  ordered  vapour-baths, 
aperients  of  compound  jalap  powder,  and  a  dinretio 
draught,   containing  iodide  of  potass  and  tinctm'C  of 
squills,  thrice  daily.    Tl^ia  treatment  waa  continned 
without  any  material  improvement  in  bis  sysiptoma 
froiy  tbe  8th  to  the  12tfa.    At  this  time,  owing  to  hia 
ansmie  appearance,  he  waa  ordered  the  tartrate  of 
iron,  with  the  iodide  of  potassium,  hot  air-bathsy  amali 
cuppiogs  to  the  loins,  and  occasional  aperients  of  bttar- 
trate  of  potass.    He  waa  kept  on  this  treatment  until 
the  17th,  when,  although  the  urine  was  increased  to 
double  the  quantity  on  admission,  still  cedema  #ts  not 
less,  and  the  patient  no  better*    On  the  17di|  (the 


RETROSVBCnVK  'ftDDRBSS. 


395 


viae  ksfiaft  ^>^^  4epriff«d  of  its  AUiaiiiea  bj  bMt» 
and loottd  la  be  of  specific  gnvitj  lA16y  so Mio  prove 
that  the  •aline  iBfredieots  ware  nol  medi  deAcieBt,)  he 
was  oideied  tare  graina  of  calonel,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
grain  ef  epimi  nigbt  and  morning.  The  ateel  was 
omittsd,  but  the  iodide  of  potasaiam  oontinoed ;  the  air- 
bath  vns^liO  gone  on  with.  This  treatment  waa  ooq> 
4intted'UKiltbe  25th,  when  the  report  steles  that  the 
**  boveb  are  much  purged,  with  griping ;  complains  of 
great  dimness  of  sight;  no  headache;  urine  gives  a 
copiooapRcipitsle  by  nitric  acid ;  oedema  stationary." 
The  cataiel  waa  then  onutted,  and  the  iodide  of 
pobMittm  continued.  On  the  30th,  he  caught  cold  by 
exposate,  which  bvaught  on  an  acute  attack  of  bron- 
chitis^ but  thia  was  subdued  by  venesection  and  leechea. 
Hii  urine  at  this  time  waa  very  scanty,  and  there  waa 
an  iaciease  of  oedema*  On  the  1st  of  October,  it  was 
determined,  in  consultation  with  Or.  Cowan,  to  push 
the  mareury  in  a  mild  but  long-continued  course,  to 
4cit  its  efficacy,  and  the^atient'a  capability  of  bearing 
it.  Aceordingly,  one-aisteeiith  of  a  grain  of  the  bichlo- 
fide  was  given  thrice  daily  from  the  Ist  of  October  to 
the  5th  of  NoTember.  Acupunctures  were  also  made  on 
4he  ootiide  of  each  thigh»  Prom  thia  time  he  began  to 
mead.  There  was  an  ezcessiTe  discharge  from  the 
f  oBGtnrea,  the  urine  increased  in  quantity,  spontaneous 
perspifatiotts  set  in,  so  that  by  the  2nd  of  November 
all  oedema  had  disappeared.  On  the  6th,  be  was 
erdered  steel  medicines,  which  he  continued  np  to  bis 
diicbaige  on  the  30th»  when  he  was  free  from  all 
•snssarca,  although  there  still  remained  an  albuminous 
condition  of  the  urine,  which  had  only  a  specific 
gnvity  of  1013.  The  patient  returned  only  once  to 
4he  hospital,  a  fortnight  after  bis  discharge,  at  which 
^e  be  stated  himaelf  to  be  continuing  well,  and  he 
•has  not  since  been  heard  of. 

I  hafe  given  so  much  space  to  the  preceding 
iotereating  case,  that  I  can  only  shortly  notice  the  fol- 
lowing exemplification  of  the  same  disease  : — 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1846,  Dr.  Woodhouse  pre- 
-sealed  to  the  Society  a  granulated  kidney,  taken  from 
a  man  who  had  died  in  the  hospital,  with  a  brief  outline 
-of  his  ease,  and  of  the  treatment  during  his  abode  in 
4hat  inatitation.  He  had  an.attack  of  bronchitis,  fol- 
lowed by  pneomonia,  and  afterwards  by  erysipelas  of  the 
face,  and  died  comatose.  The  urine  was  copious,  high- 
"Coloored,  alwaya  ezbibtting  albumen  by  heat  or  nitric 
•acid.  The  case  bore  a  striking  resemblance  both  iq  its 
history  and  the  appearance  of  the  kidneys  to  Dr. 
Brigbt's  fint  case.  It  appeared  probable  tbat  the 
ionndation  of  the  disease  had  been  laid  by  the  iotem- 
-pcrate  habits  of  the  deceased. 

Caleultti  Vmi>«.— On  the  30th  of  December,  1846, 
'Mr.  Dnnn  pfiisented  a  calculus,  taken  from  a  boy, 
aged  10,  by  the  lateral  operation,  in  this  hospital,  by 
Mr.  Maurice,  tt  consisted  of  a  Itthic  acid  nucleus,  with 
phospbatic  deposit.  Its  weight  was  two  drachms 
eighteen  grains. 

JHlatation  qf  the  itfVZrMy.— On  the  Slst  of  March, 

1847,  Mr.  Harrioson  exhibited  the  bladder,  kidneys, 

•ud  ureters,  of  A.  B.,  a  coachsmith,  aged  26i    Mr. 

>Harrinaon  haring  been  saddeoly  called  to  him,  bad 


ribnud  Urn-  aflbeted  with  great  difficolty  of  breatbiag, 
and  intense  anxiety  of  countenance.  The  chest  was 
neU  formed;  the  respiratory  murmur  puerile,  audible 
over  the  whole  chest  Antispasmodics,  nanseantSy 
dtC  were  given,  without  benefit.  The  next  mdraing 
he  waa  found  comatose,  and  he  died  in  thirty-sir 
hours.  The  history,  aa  far  as  it  could  be  collected 
from  bis  friends  and  fellow-workmen  was,  that  he 
had  for  .aome  time  sudfiBred  from  excessive  thirst, 
4rinkiog  five  pints  of  water  before  breakfast,  and  & 
pailful  during  the  day. 

On  a  pott-mortem  examination,  the  chest  was  found 
fo  be  healthy;  the  stomach  large;  bladder  muck 
dilated.  The  left  kidney  formed  a  complete  mem-« 
braoous  cyst,  not  an  atom  of  its  original  structure 
remaining,  and  both  it  and  the  ureter  were  fully  di»« 
tended  with  fluid ;  the  ureter  and  pelris  of  the  right 
kidney  were  also  excessively  dilated. 

.  Mr.  Harrinson  enquired  what  were  the  causes  ia 
this  case  of  the  dyspnoea  and  fatal  results  ?  Irritatioa 
of  the  stomach  might  occasion  it.  There  is  a  case 
related  in  the  last  number  of  the  "Guy's  Hospital 
Reports,"  where  dyspneea  was  the  only  symptom  of 
scirrhus  of  the  pylorus.  The  only  other  cause  he  could 
find  was  the  disease  of  the  kidney.  The  lungs  would 
take  on  a  vicarious  action  to  get  rid  of  the  urea,  which, 
by  poisoning  the  blood  would  irritate  the  heart,  and 
thus  account  for  dyspnoea.  He  offered  this  only  a# 
a  euggestion,  the  roost  probable. 

Other  members  seemed  to  think  that  the  greatly- 
distended  bladder,  either  by  acting  mechanically 
against  the  descent  of  the  diaphragm,  or  by  refler 
action  through  the  nerves,  might  have  caused  the 
difficulty  of  breathing. 

It  is  singular  that  in  this  case  no  obstruction  was 
discovered  in  the  urinary  passages  which  could  account 
for  the  dilatation  of  the  kidneys.  The  conversion  o£ 
the  kidney  into  a  large  membranous  pouch,  such  as 
was  brought  under  our  notice,  is,  I  believe,  invariably 
effected  by  the  mechanical  pressure  of  fluid  upon  the 
structure  of  the  kidney ;  and  as  in  the  present  instance 
the  bladder,  both  kidneys,  and  their  ureters,  were  all 
dilated,  it  is  most  probablefthat  some  obstacle  to  the 
passage  of  the  urine  existed  in  the  urethra. 

VI. — DiSBASEB   OF  THB   RKPRODUCTITK   ST8TXM.' 

Ovarian  Dropsy. — On  the  5th  of  November,  1846» 
Mr.  May  presented  a  specimen  of  unilocular  ovariaa 
cyst.  The  sac  was  attached  to  the  right  ovary  by  'a 
small  pedicle,  and  might  hare  been  removed  by  « 
ligature.  The  patient  was  mother  of  two  childrea, 
aged  45,  catamenia  regular.  The  sac  contained  about 
four  quarts  of  the  usual  sero-albuminons  fluid,  end 
was  adherent  to  the  peritoneum,  the  latter  being  a 
fact  of  great  importance.  The  patientwas  of  a  nervous 
temperament,  easily  excitable,  almost  verging  on 
insanity,  and  was  under  the  apprehension  that  she 
would  become  deranged.  On  this  account  Mr.  May 
coincided  with  Dr.  Cowan,  who  had  previously  seea 
her,  that  she  could  not  be  subjected  to  auf  mediehl 
treatment,  and  an  operation  was  entirely  out  of  the 
question.  She  pursued  a  quieting  plan  for  sooie 
monili,  when  she  receired  the  rint  of  »  Load4^ 
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pncxitiowT,  uBcalled  for  and  uoezpeeted,  who  urged 
the  immediate  removal  of  the  tarnovr  by  operatkm. 
Tbe  propoial  bad  tncb  an  effecf  oa  her  mind,  that  aeate 
mania  foJIowed,  a/ter  wbkb  she  became  atthcnic,  and 
gradually  sank.  This  case  shewed  how  iDJodicioii  it 
is  to  depart  from  the-  ntnal  medical  ethict,  m  her 
death  was  certainly  hastened  by  the  improper  coodttct 
refened  to* 

Dr.  Cowan  said  he  had  Kttle  to  add  to  the 
observations  of  Mr.  May.  He  had  seen  tbe  patient 
at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  disease,  which  offered  nothing 
different  from  the  usual  -course  of  these  conphuftts. 
He  decided  against  an  operation  on  accovnt  of  the 
perrons  temperament  of  the  patient,  and  hecaase 
adhesions  were  detected  by  the  atetboscope.  There 
was  not  tbe  osnal  gliding  sound,  as  in  the  healthy 
abdomen,  and  tbe  skin  was  also  adherent,  which  is 
indicative  of  the  connections  beneath.  He  had  tried 
ssercnrialisation  and  pressure,  as  recommended  by 
Dr.  Brown,  but  without  benefit.  The  woman  might 
hare  lived  for  yean,  as  her  health  had  not  generally 
declined. 

The  question  of  ovariotomy  is  one  of  such  import- 
ance and  interest  to  the  medical  profesaion  at  the 
present  time,  that  it  woold  not,  perhaps,  be  proper 
to  pass  it  by  in  the  present  instance,  without  offering 
^me  remarks  on  its  merits.    Tbe  <!esire  which  was 
shown  for  its  performance  (in  the  case  just  reported,) 
by  the  London  practitioner,  (a  great  authority  by  tbe 
way  in  such  matters,)  when  compared  with  the  nervous 
tetnperament  of  the  patient,  and  the  exist^pce  of 
adhesions,  as  proved  after  death,'  makes  one,  I  must 
confess,  rather  cautious  in  listening  to  tbe  persuasions 
of  its  advocates.    I  will  not  say  that  there  may  not 
be  eases  in  which  sush  an  operation  is  justifiable,  nay, 
even  desirable ;  but  I  suspect  that,  when  we  except 
tbe  cases,  in   which   the  constitutional   debility  or 
nervous  temperament  of  the  patient  is  unequal  to 
sustain  it,— >in  which  adhesions  render  it  impossible, — 
in  which  the  ovarian  growth  is  of  a  malignant  nature,—* 
or  in  which  it  so  slowly  increases  as  not  materially  to 
affect  tbe  existence)  of  the  patient,  that  then,  there 
will  remain  very  few  instances  to  which  it  is  applicable. 
Unfortunately,  while  speaking  thus  against  tbe  general 
adoption  of  extirpation,  medical  means  of  cure  equally 
fail  us;  and  tBe' hopes  which  a  short  time  back  Mr. 
Brown  held  out  to  us,  of  triumphing  over  this  disesae 
•by  the  prolonged  use  of  mercnrialit,  in  combination 
with  pressure,  tonics,  and  tapping,  appear  to  have 
even  deceived  the   discoverer   of  the  new  method 
himself;  for  Mr.  Brown  has  lately  informed  the  public 
.that  be  has  nowf  given  up  tbe  mercurial  part  of  tbe 
treatment,  which  he  had  before  stated  to  be  the  most 
important.    That  the  existence  of   this  disease,   in 
some  instances  at  least,' does  not  so  materially  interfere 
with  the  health  as  to  impair  the  proper  functions  of 
that  system  of  the  economy  which  it  attacks,  is  proved 
by  the  following  case  of  pre^wmeif,  eomplieaied  with 
oforimi  iroptyt  which  was  related  by  your  reporter 
to  this  Society/on  the  5th  of  August,  1846. 
.  Xney  Oilg^ss,   aged  37,   was  admitted  into  the 
hospital  on  February  tl^  17th,  1847,  suffering  from 
owiiB  ^psy«  She  had  been  under  medical  treatment 


for  some  time  without  benefit  and  casse  into  thiS'' 
institution  for  the  express  purpose  of  uadcffoing 
paracentesis.  She  first  observed  a  general  swelliog  of 
tbe  abdomen  six  months  back,  and  fancied  bersdf  pr^ 
nant,  though  she  menstruated  for  two  months'  sfter- 
wards.  Tbe  swelling  did  not  begin  in  any  particnUr  part; 
since  its  first  appearance  it  has  gradually  iocressed.  Had 
no  symptoms  of  diseased  liver;  tongue  red  and  firorhy ; 
pulse  100,  Veak;  bowels  act  regularly;  is  rstber 
thirsty ;  appetite  bad ;  sleeps  tolerably ;  nrine  psaed 
in  the  same  quantity  as  when  in  health,  rather  high* 
coloured,  but  clear.  Tbe  abdomen  is  now  very 
.much  and  symmetrically  distended,  measuring  thres 
feet  ten  inches  in  circumference,  with  erideot  flacto- 
ation.  Her  breathing  is  not  affected,  unless  when  the 
moves. 

On  February  21  st,  tbe  abdomen  was  punctured 
about  two  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  in  the  liaea 
alba,  by  Mr.  F.  Bulley,  and  three  gallons  of  a  tUck 
alborcinons  fluid,  containing  grumous  matter  and  sosae 
blood,  were  drawn  off,  leaving  the  abdomen  still  par- 
tially distended,  as  was  supposed,  from  cysts  coatainfaig 
solid  and  fluid  ingredients.  The  fluid  drawn  off 
weighed  twenty-eight  pounds,  and  was  very  coagulsbie^ 
by  nitric  acid. 

On  the  22od,  she  was  ordered  a  diuretic  mixtore, 
which  slie  continued  till  the  27tb,  when  she  left  the 
bospiul  much  relieved.  Prom  this  time  I  heard 
nothing  of  her  till  the  12tb  of  June,  when  her  medial 
attendant  wrote  me  word  that  she  bad,  quite  ooez* 
pectedly  to  him,  given  birth  to  a  child,  healthy  hi 
appearance,  and  at  tbe  full  period  of  gestation.  Tbe 
dropsical  enlargement  had  at  this  time  become  quite 
as  great  as  when  she  was  tapped  in  February,  and  t 
heard  some  little  time  afterwarda  that  she  had  been 
obliged  to  submit  to  paracentesii  again.  I  have  not 
since  beard  anything  ot  her. 

Acute  Ovartfis.*-WhHe  on  the  an^eet  of  onrisn 
disease,  I  may  mention  the  foltowiag  ease  of  -aaUe- 
ovariiiit  which  yoQr  reporter  brought  under  tiw  nflliet 
of  this  Socieiy,  on  the  28th of  April  last:** 

Mrs.  W— ,  aged  40,  a  widow,  had  thne  chH- 
dreo,  has  latterly  suffered  much  at  each  eatsmfnisl 
period.  On  the  '6th  of  March,  while  menatraating^ 
was  exposed  to  cold  and  wet;  next  day  was  ansed  with 
acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  the  catamenia  suddenly 
stopped.  On  tbe  following  day  he  saw  her,  with  grsst 
pain  in  tbe  abdomen,  sickness,  anorexia,  and  general 
fever.  The  pain  and  tenderness  were  principally  }nit 
above  tbe  left  pubic  arch.  No  tumour  oOuld  then  ba 
made  out.  On  the  4th  day,  however,  a  tumour  of  $^ 
lobulated  feel,  and  the  size  of  a  lemon,  was  diseovsred. 
Leeches,  saline  aperients,  poultices,  dec,  were  ordered 
and  subsequently  calomel  and  opium  to  affect  tbe 
gnma.  Under  this  trsatment  tbe  tymptxmM  gsadnslly 
aabsided,  the  tuaumr  disappearedyiAod  Uie  catame^i* 
began  to  flow.  By  tbe  20tb  neither  fulness  nor  a*tl« 
ling  remained.  Your  reporter  stated  that  authorities 
differed  as  to  whether  an  inflamed  ovncy  ooold  be  felt 
externally  or  not.  English  writen  said  it  could  not, 
whereas  in  French  works  on  m«dici»e  it  was  stated  to- 
be  readily  felt.    He  thought  that,  ceonderiDg  all  tier 
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ctrcoiBsfances  of  this  cue,  there  could  be  little  donbt 
'  that  the  tumour  iras  ovarian.  i 

J^tmenorrhcea, — From  an  afTectioti  of  thA  ovary,  toi 
'the  diaordert  of  menstruation,  the  transition  is  very 
cfligbtt  I  shall  therefore  venture  now  to  give  a  short 
abstract  of  a  paper  which  was  read  by  your  reporter 
ron  the  saine  evening,  on  **  DytmenorrAcea  occurring  in 
Married  Women" 

Your  reporter  considered  that  writers  on  the  disease* 

'Of  women  did  not  make  a  suflficieot  distinction  between 

the  disorders  of  menstruation,  as  they  occurred  in  die 

married,  and  in  the  virgin  state.  In  the  lattisr,  dysmen** 

orrhcea  is  generally  accompanied  by  a  scanty  discharge 

of  the  menstrual  fluid  throughout  the  whole  period, 'On 

else,  as  the  discharge  becomes  more  free,  the  pain  goes 

•off,  and  then  it  evidently  ceases  to  be  a  case  of  dys- 

menorrhcea.    Subsequently  to  marriage,  however,  bis 

experience  led  him  to  infer,  that  painful  menatraation 

.liad  nothioj  to  do  with  the  amount  of  the  catamenial 

illax.    Although  the  paio^nerally  commences  before 

|he  flow  is  established,  yei  the  discharge  comes  on 

sufficiently  copious,  and  continues  so  throughout  th^ 

whole    period    without    alleviation   to  the  suiTering. 

There  is  also  considerable  difference  in  the  character 

of  the  pain,  which  in  the  virgin  is  chiefly  referred  to 

the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  while  in  the  married 

woman  it  is  referred  to  the  back.    With  respect  to  the 

pathology  of  dysmenorrhoea  in  married  life,  be  con* 

rMders  that  it  is  generally  dependent  upon  engorgement 

-of  the  cervix  uteri ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  rational 

.m9de  of  relieving  it  is  by  leeches  to  the  uterine  neck, 

.or  by  the  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  solid 

state,  or  in  a  saturated  solution  to  the  same  part  during 

tlie  intervals  of  the  monthly  periods. 

Apoplexsf  of  the  Placenia.-^Oa  the  30th  of  Sept., 
184G,  Mr.  Walford  stated  that  in  August^  1844,  he  had 
presented  a  specimen  of  a  placenta,  affected  with  what 
is  termed  apoplexy  of  that  organ,  which  had  probably 
*%ceB  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the  child.    The  same 
WMMMi  was  thia  day  delivered  at  the  Cull  time  of  a 
^4MtUflhil!i»lKanf  jbeiaelf^a.atQnt  p^son.    She  had  a 
.  "Sharp  mUMk  «£-  levf  r.alipiit  two  months  since,  in  which 
.  Jie  th^ni^t  she  would  liave  miscarried.    The  pUcenu, 
(which    was^  exbibited|}    although  in  other   respects 
4ipparently  healthy,   contained   a  number    of   gritty 
.points,  with  several  masses  of   the  same  apoplectic 
effusion  as  characterized  the  former  one.    It  Vras  sug- 
gested at  the  time  of  the  former  labour,  that  if  she 
were  to  nurse  a  child  for  some  months,  it  was  probable 
>that  at  some  future  period  she  would  bring  forth  a  more 
,  inajlhy  child ;  unfortunately  she  was  not  in  circum- 
a|«w^  to  folhfw  this  adrice.    It  was  probable  now, 
that  if  she  were  spared  to  nurse  the  present  child,  and 
.a^i4d  havp  another,  it  would  be^  more  vigorous  and 
he^er,  developed. 

Gfrrodktff  Cfifefr  qf  the  C^itoift,^ Among  the  disi^aaes, 
biiWMBi,  of  the  reprodo€tive  organs,  which  has  been 
bnmght  voder  our  notice  daring  the  past  year,  the 
most  interesting  is  the  following  case  of  corroding 
«lcer  of  the  trteros  :— 

On  the  28th  of  ApriV  1847,  Mr.  Vines  presented 


who  came  nnder  his  care,  January  20,  1847.  S|^ 
waft  of  apart  habit,  and  conphiine)!  of  pain  more  ^r 
leiaafe  the  tower  part  of  the  bowels.  She  had  a 
mnco^purnknt  discharge  from  the  vagina,  which  first 
appeared  in  June,  1846,  and  gxadually  became  texj 
oCsnsivc.  The  speculum  displayed  ^  Urge  ragged 
vicen  whieb  had  entirely  destroyed  the  cervix  uteri, 
and  exposed  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  The  edges  of 
the  ulcer  were  livid,  tolerably  well-defined,  and  npc 
apparently  thickened.  The  treatment  consisted  of 
aadaiives,  iajectione  of  warm  «ater»  of  nitrate  of  ailvert 
and  blank  iieab;  anbaequeatly  blue-B^  was^iven  fo 
afllsci  the  south.  In  a  abort  time  she  waa  unable  to 
retain  her  «rine,  which  constantly  escaped.  At  leng^ 
hssmorrhage  took  place  and  she  died  April  3, 1847.  ^ 

Posf-^Of^NMi.—PreMnt,— Dr.  Wells.  The  ulceralioa 
was  found  to  have  extended  lo  the  posterior  part  ^f 
the  bladder.  The  vagina,  uterus,  and  bladder  w^re 
all  laid  Open  into  one  cavity.  The  fact  to  which  Mr. 
Vines  wished  particulariy  to  call  the  attention  of  t|ie 
Society,  was  tlie  trifling  degree  of .  pain  of  which  she 
had  complained:  This  waa  the  peculiarity  of  the  ca^e. 
The  disease  was  not  cancer,  it  differed  in  its  history 
and  symptoms.  He  condnded  it  to  be  eorrodmg 
nleir  qf  Me  «f«rtit.  It  bad  a  Uvid  edge,  not  unlike 
syphilitic  ulcerations  ;  this  was  his  reason  for  givipg 
bide  pill.  The  rectum  was  free  from  disease.  There 
was  no  deposit  In  the  surrounding  tissues,  a^d  the  rest 
of  the  uterus  was  healthy.  He  referred  to  the  opinions 
of  Ashwell,  Chnrcbill,  and  Baillie,  on  the  natucciof 
this  disease. 

The  following  is  Dr.  Ashwell's  definition  of  this 
afl^ectiOD,  with  which  the  case  related  by  Mr.  Vinea 
will  be  found  to  correspond  :•— '*  An  ulcer  of  granular 
surface,  commencing  at  the  cervix,  rarely  of  large  aiae, 
but  destroying  life  by  a  corroding  or  eating  away  oC 
the  uterus,  even  to  its  fundus,  and  occasionally  im- 
plicating the  bladder,  vagina  and  rectum.  .There  is 
less  pain  than  in  cancer  of  the  womb,  from  which  it 
also  differs  in  there  being  no  indurated  deposit,  no 
immobility,  and  no  fuugoid  growths  in  the  seat  of  the 
ulceration.  It  is  malignant,  and  except  in  its  early 
commencement  incurable."  The  rarity  of  its  occur- 
rence may  be  supposed,  when  we  find  the  same  author 
stating  that  be  thinks  there  has  not  yet  been  received 
into  the  ward  appropriated  at  Guy's  Hospital,  to 
female  sexual  diseases,  one  example  of  the  malady, 
and  that  out  of  five  hundred  recorded  histories  of 
female  sexual  maladies  in  that  institution,  he  does  noc 
find  one  of  this  affection.' 

Fibrout  Tumour  of  the  CT/^rtis.— Another  instance 
of  how  little  pain,  or  even  inconvenience,  is  experienced 
in  some  of  the  serious  affections  of  the  uterus,  may  be 
fuund  in  the  foUowiog  case  of  fibrous  tumour. 

On  the  30th  of  December,  1846,  Dr.  Wbodbouse 
presented  an  enormously-enlarged  uterus,  the  subject 
.of  which  had  not  suffered  any  previous  pain,  and  waa 
not  aware  of  its  existence,  until  he  had  called  hec 
attention  to  it.  The  only  thing  she  complained  of  Was 
oedema  of  the  legs,  and  of  the  integuments  of  the 
abdomen.  •  The  oedema  was  relieved  by  the  ordinary 


'  t^e  uterDS*'and  bladder  Df  Mm.  H.,  aged  59,  married,  I  means,  and  she  continued  tolerably  well  for  eighteea 
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Oa  oumiiiiiig  tlie  boclj  the  otenit  WW  fonml  linnic 

rJy  aiidiraj  betweeQ.tbe  pnbef  asd  ambUicos,  and 

cztcodiftg  acroM  the  carity  of  the  pelris,  attaoked  to 
|bc  brim  OD  each'  tide.  On  oiakiDg  un  inciiioB  iBto 
ike  orfaoy  U  was  foand  to  oooiist  of  a  solid  ftbioos 
BiasSy  occapyini^  tlM  whole  stroetoKe  of  tho  wMih» 
with  a  DOdnle  of  a  softer  coasiitmce  cm  the  tmadm. 
Do  the  left  nde  «M  a  iomII  eaviir  iUfed  vitkUood. 
He  natural  cavt^  of  the  ■tenw-seemed  alflioit 
cMHentcd,  the  ye^  peering  a  very-  little  w^  ahote 
tile  oe  tiaes.  The  ovwiee  were  omT^rt^  into  laife 
conglomermted  messes  of  the  size  of  an  grange,  pre-, 
eentiog  a  nunber  of  nodnles,  some  of  a  dark  colooiir  on' 
,the  eorface.  To  the  left  ovary  were  attached  two  large 
cystic  tnmonrs,  filled  with  from  two  to  ^itfe  odttces  of 
transparent  flnid. 

Dr.  Woodhoose,  in  remarking  ton  the  existence  of  so 
Urge  a  transformation  of  the  oteras  wfthovt  pain  or 
much  derangement  of  the  health,  mentioned  tht  eiKe 
of  a  lady,  who  had  suddenly  discorered  thAt  she  had  a 
.  Samoor  of  the  ntemi,  the  size  of  a  child's  head,  and 
whose  general  health  was  not  alTected. 

Mr.  F.  BuUey  suted  that  he  had  met  with  several 
«iiei^  where  patients  had  died  of  other  diseases,  and 
where,  .after  death,  fibrous  tomours  were  discovered, 
■the  exifteiMe,of  which  had  not  heen  suspected. 

Dr«  Covam  said  that  in  his  experience,  such  patients 
do  not  suffer  usually  m^ch  pain  or  ioconTenienc'^.'  *' 

(Ta  fte-eeNfitwed.; 
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ON  PARALYSIS  FROM  THE  EFFECTS  OF 
'      MERCURY  AS  A  MEDICINE. 

By  RoBBRr  Storrb,  Eeq.^  Surgeon,  Doncaster. 
(Read  before  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society.)  ^  ' 
Mercury  has  been  loog  known  to  be  an  active  and 
Irequeot  cause  of  paralysis  in  its  various  employments 
in  arts  and  manufactnvest  or  in  the  working  of  mines 
from  whieh  it  is  ohtainedi  but  its  power  of  producang 
temotely  paralytic  diseases  has  been  seldom  alluded  to. 
As  this  is,  however,  a  circMMtance  of  grcnt  tasiiortanee, 
I  think  it  welt  deserves' especial  notiee,  aod- 1  thtiefote 
propose  to  make  this  effect  of  the  mineral  the  subject 
of  my  paper  for  this  evening;'  I  do  not  think  I  need 
^ake  much  apology  for  so  doing  when  we  consider  the 
awful  consequences  involved.  The  life  of  the  patient 
jmay  probably  be  cut  short,  or  at  least  his  future  com-, 
foct  and  happiness  so  affectefl  that  life  may  becopue  a 
-wearisome  burthen,  instead  of  an  enjoyment  and  a 
l>lessi)^.  And  when  we  consider  also  bow  pften  this 
risk  is  .run  in  the  manifold  diseases  in  which  meMwry 
has  been  given,  in  one  fecm  or  other,  for  mangi  yiears 
past,  it  hhoiiid  inevlcate  In  us  a  sctiona  ksaon  o#  cart- 
fttlaeee  and  watchfulness,  and  should  cause  tie  to 
endeavioiir  to  guard  against  its  effects,  'either  oft  peeu- 
liar  idiosyacraey,  or  during  its  rapid  or  prolong  use. 
We  oftea  lUtter  ourselves  with  the  supposition  of 


having  been  able  to  shorten  the  course  ol  this  or  Ihar 
disease,  by  the  promptitude  of  our  treatiBsent^  fr^ 
quently  indnding  in  that  tiealawnt  the  ethiMtiOD  «r 
this  drug ;  but  we  might  moderate  our  exukation  wot 
we  able  to  look  haek  upon  the  mined  constitutiotts,  tbe 
disabled  limbs,  or  the  shortened  llves^  whieh  a  iialh,. 
prolonged,  or  sometimes  even  uncaUed*for  nte  of  thi» 
active  mineral  has  produced.  The  shortened  fives  nulf 
be  forgotten,  and  the  ruined  eonstitutiotis  unl 
but  the  disabled  limbs  often  remain  as  lasting 
meats  of  the  carelessness,  the  wilfulness,  or  the^igoo^ 
Fsnce  of  tbe  pracUtioner.  These  are  painf^  refteetioei^ 
But  they  must  have  occurred  to  almost  every  conscieiH 
tioos  practitioner,  in  the  solitude  of  ^  closet,  of  in  the 
silence  of  the  night,  when  we  are  but  toO  apt  to  BMg^ 
nify  our  own  errors,  or  to  exah  thesucoesiee  of  oclieri». 
We  will,  however,  dismiss  this  unwelcome  tmin  ^ 
thought,  satisfied  that  such  reflections  are  dten  pr#- 
ductive  of  beneficial  warnings.  *' 

t  shall  not  dweD  at  thfii  lime  npon-lhaft  nsoat. 
numerous  chus  of  diseases,  the  comi|AieatiMia  of  i«- 
ftammation  with  loss  of  power,^-^th'  ulceieftien,. 
abtfofption,  pbagedsna,  or  gangrene,  which  «flen  tesnlt 
from  tbe  use'  of  this  drug,  nor  on  the  even  still  »ose 
immedhrte  efflectt  of  it  as  t<bnu^cted  eritb  ptyaln«» 
but  slmlt  proceed  in' the  firrt  'place  iO'.caMidar-tkr 
wholesale  paralytic  «ffe(?ts  «f  Chtr  afsnt-aaohsavfeA  ip 
mines,  or  Tn'fnaAufacthres  ia^idi  fieiMCr  ia«ittnrir«% 
required.  Thfcse  general,  -atfd  ifte#waidt*tbe^mi»^ 
special,^  paralytic  consequent's  of'ite '"MMs,- smek 
hs  the''*  tremhleitoent  mercurihle,*^- differ cOasideMbly 
from  tbe  more  special  partdytie  dlibrders,  as  hemiptegih 
and  paraplegia,  which  follow  occeasionally  its  vadnt 
exhibition  as  a  remedial  means.  In  treating  tfae^iahfecS^ 
hot^ever,  I  do  notmean  to  advance  any  theory  wluelr 
shall  s!together  mllfttte  against  itr  legKhnate  tisb^'ias 
there  are,  f  conoeive,  digeaaei  in ''Whioh  *4ia' osaM 
administration  it,  and  'alipqrt  4411^  9§im,M9t,  b«t 
tnefely  to  eonmey  aTetsoh  "df  calefhlmw  tttd  4€  ftfi^^ 
sight,  even'  in  the  moit'  modmwte  ateff  meWftiffii  um 
of  it.  I  would,  hdwet^,  esp^tisbifF^  cMdeftin'  tlMt 
headlong  system  of  treatment  which  posbei  (In  alrndtt 
a1)  inflammatory  diseases,)  this  active  and  daBgermts^ 
drug  rapidly  to  the  point  of  producing  ptyalysm,  or 
to  an  approach  to  it. 

'  Dr.  Copland,  in  his  valuable  DidtSOffhry,  eays,  in 
digesting  tbe  ac'cotints  of  setersil-  FHUMh  *a«tlHit<,. 
^  that  the  mineral  molecules  of  mefthry,-  ithldi;  titiler 
in  form  of  vapourj  or  of 'minute  difittte|vfetiofi,  «eriM 
in  contact  dlrecti/;  indirectly, 'or  iMkriidlRely,  witb. 
various  parts  of  the  body,  are  ektr«MlylNM|ticSit 
causes  of  ditesse  hk  arttens  ;'lind  df  i 
thus  applied,  mercury  is  one  of 'the  Met 
causes  of  disease  of  artificers*,  partieillarly 'workmeift 
in  quicksilver  nfines,  giass-platers,  tec.  Amon^ 
the  most  important  affection  produced  by  tKe  tw&m 
or  oxides  of  aercury  in  artitad^  ii'  the  mtnmM 
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i^aifj,  the  'treiiibleincot  mercariale'  of  the  French 

» 

cpatbologialt.  It  is  almost,  bat  not  altogether,  pecoliar 
^  thest  |>eople.  Its  approach  is  generally  gradoal, 
'^1  occastooally  sudden  -,  it  usually  comoiencet  with 
»S%)it  coBTolsiTe  snatches,  followed  by  agitations  and 
'^Unppocs  of  (be  aflfiectjed  musdei,  particularly  those 
lOf  dj*  umh  vhidii  it  Ani  MtKclcs,  occurriag,  as  it 
mmmmlf  dom  ia  the  workers  of  mercnry."  If  the 
fvtoii  emUmnn  his  employiiieBt,  the  afltectioe  extends 
f»  the  ]«eer  extremitiet  and  the  whole  body.  He 
becomes  incapable  of  muscular  exertion,  or  even  of 
the  ATQcelijoas  requiring  the  least  precision  of  muscular 
•ectioii.  Aeatlessiiess,  facing  out  of  the  teeth,  cbn- 
etipatioQ  Or  disorder  of  the  bowels,  a  dry  brownish. 
«lsle  of  aiu^  slight  atonic  coAvoisions,  cephalalgia, 
4eiirtiiei^  gynt  diqprMsioo  of  the  nerrous  power,  and 
of  tl^  geoeral  health,  take  pkce,  iu  which  state  tlie 
pitefi  nay  ooatinue  to  lire  for  many  years.-- Jlera^ 

i  II  ie  OTtieet.  from  thie  doseriptioe*  (hat  mercury 
has,  on  en  estensire  scale,  «  decided  effect  upon  the 
whole  of  the  nemos  eystem;  but  thus  received  into 
theeyrtoim  cither  by  the  skin  or  the  breath,  in  a  |tate 
of.  ftne  4iieOor  viipoiir,  its  eCeOfi  are  rafhor  of  e  geoeral 
Ibii^of  e  -iMunieiUef  aotii«e«  aa  Car  ea  rqpic^  the 
kuter-iho  sfioal.oordr-or  the  aenras*.  Sitiil  ii  is 
fX"*iu»  I  thiok  etoo  highly  ptoheUe,  that  oflTecta 
<^oewrs- loeal> netoio OMy  he prodiiW on  the  nerrooa 
^Mem,  wteo  the  meroorial  is  iotrodoced  into  the 
-iiome  hy  the  more  ordinary  courses  of  medicinal 
ortioo,  of  a  serere  or  protracted  kind;  and  that 
hcsftipkgia«  paraplegia,  softening  or  hardeoi^  of  the 
brsin,  or  of  the  spinal  cord,  may  be  tiien  t|ie  con* 


Xhis  I  ehell  eodeavoor  to  point.  auentkiB  to  hy  the 
cesef,  which  have  passed  under  my  own 
Theyaie  not oenevoaiw  bat  the  relatioa 
passih^  lead  to  the  elncidatioa  of  the 
•*Jii«»  hf  Ihoce  who  hate  a  more  extenaive  field  for 
tflMiiinliou  then  I  bam.    As  such  consequences  are 
oiore  or  le«  remote,  aod  -aoiifce  the  more  immediate 
"Acts  of  mefdiry,  such  aa  ptyalism,  which  are  hot  too 
ovident,  I  woold  not  here  he  so  bold  as  to  advance 
40  opinieB,  hccaosc  such  an^elTect.  aa  peralyas  is 
jwif  Ase^  chat  cooscqecatly  it  mnst  be  pfopttr  kee  / 
iNit  when  Maay  instanoM  of  e  similar  nature  hare 
ifc«»insil  iioiIm  sipilar  cifcaaastance%  we  hare  a  right 
•od  consider  if  soch  an  opinion  as  I  now 
■M|y  not.  hafe  some  troth  in  it.    I  submit, 
^****^#  the  ^nioB  with  difideece,  as  I  am  aware 
'^i^Bqoiiec  moch  farther  corroboration,  and  observationa 
^  ^.modo  fo.Jii  mech  more  extensive  acale>  foUojred 
^ssiweoriticnlexemiBation,  before,  the  truth  of  it 
'tehelaiHygtiiifd.    MFl»«ro»  ^'^}f  however,  have 
^  ^9f9ttuaifj  of  •giviog  it.  the  exavioetioo  tequirtd } 


to  time  in  the  FremwuU  yovmef,  theceii  no  lack  oC 
die'exhfofdoo  of  this  mineral  in  qoestieOi  eithvitt 
quantity  or  extent  amongst  the  contiihotira  to  tfaet 
Journal ;  an^  as  It  is  also  I  believe  much  used  in  the 
manufactures  of  this  town,  the  pnctiUoneit  here  will 
hare  jpeculiar  opportunities  of  testing  and  of  comparing 
tbo  offcciv  abovi^  stated,  and  about  to  be  described, 
«ilh>  tlio  renilia  of  their  own  peiyonaj  experience. 
3be>ciie^  I  shall  bnog  forward  are  eight  in  number,-|« 
eonsideiifcle  emoaot  when  the  m^nitnde  of  the  dis* 
ovder,  and  cheshort  period  hi  which  they  hove  occurred, 
Hre  takeo  Ivlo  acconnt,  ee.they  have  ell  taken  place 
MHkin  these  two  years.  '  There  are  four  of  paraplegia, 
and  four  ot  hemiplegia,  more  or  less  mixed. 

Cask  I.-:-PAaA.PLXGiA.. 
Two  years  ago,  a  woman  of  depraved  habit9,  tall  and 
thin,  about  46  jrears  of  age,  underwent  a  course  oC 
merciuy  of  e  prolonged  duration,  fpr  a  syphilitic  dt8« 
ord^r,  but  was  still  not  entirely  cured  of  the  diseoM^, 
haviqg  nunj  of  those  disorders  of  the  throat  and  skin, 
^Cy  which  are  the  combined  result  of  mercury  and 
syphilis.    About  six  weeks  after  this  course  of  mercury 
she  began  gradually  to  lose  the  use  of   her  lower 
extremities,  and  iu  some  degree  the  sensation  in  them^ 
also.    The  functions  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  were 
considerably  impaired;    large  sores  of  the  cellntar 
structure  of  the  legs  also  took  place.    AH  these  syoip* 
toms  became  gradually  aggravated  in  spite  of  bUsters 
to  tl^e  spines  the  exhibition  of  strychnine,  &c.,  and  alter 
some  months  confinement  to  bed,  the  cellolar  structore 
of  the  nates  slongbed,  hcginnlng  over  the  end  of  the 
sacrum,  and  she  died  a  lingering  and  miserable  death. 

Cabi  II.— Pakaplxoia. 
A  poor  man,  pfevioesly  healthy,  whilst  in  a  state 
of  mercurial  action  for  gonorrhdsa  only,  under  the 
directions  of  fome  quack,  was  exposed  to  wet  durinff 
the  whole  of  one  night;  a  few  days  afterwards  he  was 
taken  with  shivering,  follo«red  ^y  great  pain  in  the 
lower  extremities,  which  presently  became  onmb  and 
useless;  the  power  of  evacuating  his  urine  was  lost, 
and  all  control  over  the  rectum.    The  orine  was  drawn 
off  by  the  cethfler  for  soom  time,  but  the  operation 
became  more  and  nwre  4i>oeit  foom  the  ptefiooaat^ 
of  inflamnatinn  in  the  .ncethri.    The  whole  of  the 
leMr^extmmities  at  length  became  as  if  dead,  cold» 
dicmdowrsdtandthraateniogpMrtification.   Slougbings 
took  place  extensively  from  the  sacrum  and  natest  and 
be  w:as  soon  released  from  bis  sufferings.    The  mind, 
and  the  physical  functions  of  the  upper  part  of  Che 
body,  remained  entire  until  the  last. 

Cass  III. — Pakaplioia. 
A  married  man,  nearly  60  years  of  ag#,  became  the 
subject  of  chancre  of  the  pefiSs,  and  gave  the  dincder 
to  Ms  wife  also.  It  was  a  diep-aeated  and  spreading 
soniy%nd'  after  he  had  lor  soote  time  nodcigone  pre-> 
Sittinarr  treatment  to  arrsa^  the  spreadiiq;  of  the  sore, 
ho  wea  put  under  a.  course  of  mercury,  which,  waa 
canted  00  very  carsfnUy  untU  the  sore  healed,  that  is, 
foc^vnoraixweeM.    Some  weeks  afterwards  he  began 


* 


**os  <w  CO  I  hero  had  oieans  of .  jndging  from  the  [  to  expericoce  considerable  pains  in  the  lower  extzeori* 
'**«otoisoCce«s  of  vpoqus  kinds  published  ffim  time  I  ti^  and  in  the  loins,  and  felt  himself  obliged  to  obey 
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PARALYSIS  FROM  MERCURY. 


llie  calls  of  BAtore  (be  iDtUnt  tbcy  were  made,  betides 
ftella^  cobsderable  weakncas  in  bis  Icfca;  bis  gait 
became  awkwani;  rttentioa  of  urine  cane  oa,  and 
anAdenlj  be  found  bimself  entirely  deprired  of  tbe 
nae  of  bis  ic|gs.    In.  tbis  state  be  remained  seTera] 


» f- 


Cask  IV.— Pa&aplsoia  amp  Pabaxysis. 

A  man,  45  jrears  of  agCt  by  trado  a  yrintcr»  some 
lieeks  after  baling  undergone  a  course  of  mercury,  for 
a  complaint,  (not  sypbilitic,)  was  seined  witb  gradual 
loss  of  power  in  tbe  lower 'extremities,  and  partial  loas 
df  speeeb.  He  underwent  a  great  variety-of  treatment, 
bo»  wben  I  last  saw  bim  bad  not  tocoys^ed  dtber  bis 
speech  or  tbe  power  of  bis  limbs,  tboogb  tbe  disorder 
bad  been  of  some  years*  duration. 

Cask,  v.— Partial  paraplbgia  and  bkhbplkgia. 

A  stout  young  woman,  in  a  farmer's  serrice,  suffered 
from  a  sypbilitjc  disorder,  for  whicb  tbe  took  mercury 
witbont  mncl\  care  or  precaution  for  some  time.  Shft 
fiell  ill,  and  ceased  to  menstruate.  After  tbis  sbe  was 
frequently  subject  to  epileptic  seizures,  wbich  at  length 
were  so  frequent  that  she  became  quite  childish. 
Boring  a  succession  of  these  attacks  she  first  became 
bemiplegic  and  subsequently  paraplegic,  so  that  the 
use  of  the  left  side  and  of  the  lower  extremities  was 
■almost  entirely  lost.  From  waat  of  power  of  reten- 
tioq,  tbe  urine  produced  a  large  slough  from  the  nates, 
from  which  she  slowly  recovered,  but  during  the 
v^oorery  of  the  sore  the  paralysis  got  nearly  well,  so 
tbat  at  this  time,  though  there  is  still  a  large  and  deep 
%>re  in  tbe  nates,  she  has  nearly  recovered  of  the 
paralysis,  and  has  not  had  an  epileptic  seizure  since. 

CaUS  VI.«-*PA«Al.¥ai8. 

'  A  yoiag  tola  of  diasipattd  haUtanadenMat  a  serere 
iM  prMraeted  eoiifso  of  asescofy  for  a  sypiulitie 
disease,  wbiok  enfeebled  bim  nary  aoeb.  ImaMtdialely 
after  it  ht  was  seized  with  a  sevcft  attack  of  tyf b«s 
ftver,  fpoffl  wbicb  bo  reMrered  with  great  diftealty. 
Be  reflsaaned  conraleneeat  fot  aone  t>iao»  and  was 
then  seized  witb  paralysis^  hemiplegia  of  tbe  right  aide, 
purtiaA  loss  of  speech,  &c. ;  bis  saiad  became  enfeebled, 
aA4  after  two  or  tbreo  more  attacks  of  paralysis  be 
gradually  sank. 

Ca8«  Vll.— Pahaitsis. 

'  A  young  man,  by  trade  a  compositor,  underweot  a 
tedious  course  of  mercury  for  a  chancre  of  tbe  penis. 
After  some  weeks  he  began  to  pertfeive  a  dllleuftytbf 
speaking  and  in  walking^  He  coiifmunicated  bis  words 
like  a  drunken  man,  and  began  to  staggef  in  bis'  walk, 
80  much  «so  tbat  tf- any  one  touched  biin  be  feUl.  tie 
remained  in  this  state  about  a  year,  the  disorder  being 
lAo'tly  attributed  to  tbe  absorption  of  metallle  maiten 
in  bis  trade.    He  gradoally  got  worse  in  spite  of  all 


tbat  was  dono  I6r  bias,— 88  capping,  blistarsp  toaicv 
sea  air,  Ac^  aad  was  at  length  obliged  to  gire  up 
basinesB*  tbe  dificuUy  of  speaking  and  loss  of  power 
ia  walking  baving  increaaed  to  socb  a  degree  tbat -be 
could  not  make  himself  understood.    His  mind  also* 


aioBtbs,  being  constantly  threateiied  with  sloughing  of    bad  become  greatly  enfeebled.    One  day  after  a  bearty 

tbe  nates,  and  being  obliged  to  have  the  bladder  emptied 

by  the  catheter.    Superficial  abscesses  and  extensive 

ulcerations  broke  out  in  both  legs,  and  wene  very 

troublesome.    Blisters  to  the  sacrum,  strychnine,  ttcl 

were  tried,  but  without  any  good  effect,  and  be  still 

rtmains  a  perfect  cripple,  unable  to  tnak^  the  least  use 

of  tbe  lower  extremities,  though*  in  other  respects  in 

excellent  health. 


meal,  be  was  seized  witb  severe  hemiplegia,  fcDoa 
wbicb,  after  a  few  days,  be  recovered  in  a  great  defree- 
Another  similar  attack  baa  since  occarred  from  whieli^ 
be  bakalso  recovered;  bnt  be  aow  reaiaiaiacoflaflet^ 
wrtck  both  in  body  and 


Ca8B  Vin.— HaUIPLKGIA. 

A  woman,  of  depraved  habits,  about  55  years  of  age» 
who  bad  undergone  many  courses  of  mercury  daring 
her  lifetime,  was  seized  sometiUM  after  having  aader- 
gone  one,  witb  severe  paralyais,  (hemiplegia,)  aad  after 
two  or  three  repetitioas  of  the  aeisare  she  gradoally^ 
sank. 


It  must  ^be  confessed  tbat  tbe  number  of 
adduced  is  not  great,  but  as  it  is  only  within  the 
short  period  of  two  years  tbat  nsy  atteation  has  bceis 
directed  to  tbe  subject,  it  is  probable  tbat  a  fotate- 
opporjtunity  will  afford  me  a  larger  number* 

I  fhall  offer  no  explanation  of  tbe  modui  cpermmdk 
of  mercury  in  producing  paralysis }  observa^ioa  aad 
experieaoa  hava  long  ago  pmsed  it  j»  ha^  iJiepojirer 
of  caanag  one  kind  of  panlyaiat  (the  **  trembkasanft"^ 
before  memtioaed,)  which  my  ha  aocoHiitifd-  lor  a* 
some  degree  by  th^  eonlinoed  8tate«f  inrtlahUii^  mH 
excitement,  and  sobseqnent  depNOiioa^  or  diodaoltoiir 
of  tone,  into  wbicb  tbe  nervons  system  is  Arown;  ACi 
tbe  same  time  that  tbe  vascular  system  is  exhausted 
by  the  great  increase  of  its  secretions,  tbe  blood  itself 
is  also  known  to  be  considerably  deteriorated,  both. 
as  regards  tbe.quantlty  of  red  particles,  and  of  coagulable- 
lyaspl^  oontaiBcd  ia  it.  These  effni^ita  we  also  Imh^w 
lo-be  exteflsifalythe  ease  when  mcicviry  is  exbihite4 
88  a  medidnet  tbe  Btrroii8«urritabili(y  of  (he  jwri^al 
is  vastly  ind^esaed,  his  nmscukr '  soaofth  redncai^ 
bis  pulse  increased  in  rapidity,  bat-  diaOaiihad  te 
strength ;  bis  secretions  are  depraved,  excited,  alterotf» 
diminished,  or  increased;  tbe  akin,  tbe  salivary  ghmda,. 
and  tbe  mncoos  membranes,  eapecially  those  of  the 
bowels,  are  all  unduly  stimulated,  their  capillariea 
reUsed,  aad  tbe  blood  itself  altered  and  depraved^ 
ulcevattoaa  aad  aerans  effusioas  am,prod,ac^d»  aa4  tbe 
eff^ota  of  a  genaeal  waat  of  adheaife  power  are  ebaarved 
thronghoot  the  whole  system.  I  caa  asiy  aothiof  MS 
the  pathology  of  the  diseaae,  as  I  do  aoc  consider  m 
knowledge  of  it  essential  to  tbe  sabjeci  of  my 
whicb  is  merely  to  point  out  tbe  probabiKtyof 
effects  resulting  from  certain  causes.  I 'would,'  how* 
ever,  state,  that  whatever  morbid  changes  may  be 
observed  in  diseases  thus  produced,  or  supposed  t» 
be  so,  may  be  altogether  aimilar  to  tboaegenerated  by 
otbor  and .  mors  coaimoo  causes.  Tbe  action  qT 
mercury  would  be,  to  iaduce  a  atrflng  predi^MiUofr 
to    the   deposition    of  aemVy—to  the  process  oCi 
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"^ilovatio&t— to  local  Momnwilory  Mtioa^^to  congea- 
tHmy«-iiMi  would  differ  little,  but  in  ttMngth  or  r^pidfty, 
from  BBj  other  cause,  eoch  m  diasiptttton,  inteciperf 
aoce,  or  depraved  babita,  whtcb  alio  exbauat  tbe 
ayatem,  and  gire  rise  to  efflects  stmHar,  but  generally  len 
in  degree^  than  does  this  poirerful  medicine. 

I  have,  noir  brought  these  imperfect  observations  to 
«  clpae>  and  shall  make  no  apology  for  then\  beyond 
|ht^  thai  it  ia.probable,  bad  it  not»been  (or  the  kind 
lAvitatioa  oC  your  Society,  and*  for  the  favourable 
iieoeptioD  it  was  pleased  to  give  me  on  a  former 
K>ceaaion,  that  they  would  have  refftaiued  tbe  inmatea 
«f  my  own  thoughts,  as  I  should  not  liave  dared  to 
give  tbem  to  the  medical  world,  ualesa  years  of  expe- 
rience had  proved  the  frequency  and  the  truth  of 
the  facts* 


CAS£  OF.  DELIRIUM.  SUCCESSFULLY 
TR&A.TEO   WITH    SEDATIVES. 

•    By  E.  CopsBCAN,  M.D.,  CoUisball. 

On  tbe  14th  of  May  I  was  requested  to  visit  Mr.— ^, 
«  farmer^  between  50  aud  60  years  of  age.  This  patient 
is  short  in  stature,  rather  corpulent,  head  round  and 
large,  neck  short  and  thick;  eyes  prominent.  He  bis 
aeferal  thnesr  in  his  life  been  theaabjeclof  aorerehead« 
.aibcCioD,  (or  which' he  ^aa^been  trmoed  by  cepioiia  and 
iirequent  Meediags,  and-alber  antipblogiatlo  j^mediea^ 

oafie-lie  waa  altO:  freely  salivated.    On  one  ^ca-. 

be  did  not  legaln  his  mental  powers  for  several 
'veeka  after  be  had  quite  recovered  bis  bodyiy  heaUb. 
ia  December,  1842, 1  attended  him  during  nearly  three 
months  for  au  inflammatory  affection  of  the  kidney, 
accompADied  with  severe  constitutional  disturbance  and 
anomalous  symptoms  about  the  head.  FVom  this 
iflhiess  be  cOtnpletely  recovered,  and  was  bled  at  the 
onset  of  tbe  disease.  In  July,  1846,  oa  returaingfrmn 
atdr  late  at  nighr  in  ^a  elate  of  intoxication,  be.  was 
Hsown  o«t  of  his  gig,  and.reeeired  a  aevere  blow  on 
4lhe  bead  and  left  shoulder^  I  saw  him  next  morning; 
kt  waa-a  food  deal  bruised,  and  suffering  from  concna- 
ekm  of  the  brain^.  X>.uriag  the  treatiyient  he  was  twice 
bled,  and  after  a  severe  and  threatening  illness,  he 
fecovered  in  five  or  six  weeks.  He  drinks  "small 
beer**  rather  freely  when  at  home,  but  is  in  other 
respects  temperate ;  when  at  market,  or  in  company, 
be  is  liable  to  be  thrown  off  bis  guard,  and  Oiice  excited 
j»  ahnoet  sure  to  go  on  to  intoxicatk>n.  This  effeet  is 
frodnced  without  taking  much  tn  quantity,  and  Ibe 
Idnd  of  stlmnlas  be  takes  upon  aueb  oocaaioas.  is 
generally  porter^  or  spirits  and  water.  :He  is  of  a 
qukk,  ifxitable  temper,  and  occsaionally  apt  to  despond. 
^  ia  alse^  ft.  great  suuff-taker.  Two  or  three  days 
before!  wjis- summoned  to  him  be  had  *' taken  too 
mach."  and  afterwards  complained  of  slight  confusion 
•of  thought  and  restlessness  of  temper,  for  which  be 
hsd  a  great  desire  to  be  bled ;  from  former  experience 
^  phwed  great  reliance  upon  bleedliig,  andfaefaitictt- 
Mf  requested  me  to  perfona  tbe  operttloa.  I  noiieed 
"^^kM  ht  wai.  a0t:s»  ateal  as.bgfofe  Ug  McidsK  kit 


I  year;  but  as  his  pulse  was  good,  bis  face  flushed,  and 
his  eyes  injected,  I  yielded  to  his  entreaties,  and  dre# 
about  ten  ounces  of  blood.  He  cbmplaihed  of  a  fixeft 
I  pain  in  tbe  right  temple,  extending  over  the  space  o(^ 
half  a  crown.  His  tongue  was  white,  his  breath  offefl- 
sivie,  and  his  bowels  confined.  Perspiration  neitbefr 
profuse  nor  deficient.  Ordered  a  dose  of  blue  pill  and 
rhubarb^  followed  by  senna  draughts.  * 

,,  Next  day,  15th,  he  said  be  was  no  better,  and  hinted 
at  beiog^bled  again,  but  I  saw  no  indication  for  it,  aoi 
declined.  .  Puisative  roedicinea  continued. 
.  IStb*  To^y  I  found  him  more  hurried  and  con- 
fused in  bis  mind ;  he  was  in  bed ;  had  bad  no  sleep ; 
very  little  pdrspiration ;  head  very  hot,  and  feet  gene- 
rally cold.  At  one  time  in  the  morning  he  had  some- 
thing of  a  convulsive  fit,  his  features  having  been 
contorted,  and  his  limbs  agitated ;  the  pain  in  the  bead  , 
coittinued,  but  stiU  circaoMcribed  to  the  same  spot '; 
his  pulse  Wis  quicker,  abott  80,  and  bia  countenance 
was  flawed;  bis  bespels  had  acted  twice;  tbe  firsb 
evacuation  was  very  pale,  tbe  second  more  coloured* 
Continued  tbe  pwrgaiirea,  gave  a  fever  mixture,  an^ 
applied  hot  tianneb  to  the  feet,  and  cold  water  .to  the 
bead. 

17th.  No  sleep  during  the  nigbt;  delirium  increase<^» 
but  he  ia  no^  violent  unless  opposed ;  still  pain  in  the 
head,  but  pulse  not  so  rapid,  nor  so  much  fever  as 
yesterday;  no  tremor;  bowels  acted  once,  motion 
darker  coloured ;  tonf^ue  a  little  cleaner ;  attempts  to 
answer  my  questions,  but  after  beginning  to  do  so,  and 
showing  that  be  underatands  them,  he  leaves  off  abruptly, 
an^  can  no  longer  collect  his  thoughts.  Empl.  Lyttss 
nucW.  Calomel,  gr.  v. ;  Pil.  Opii,  gr.  j.  bora  somni 
sun^end.    Contin.  Mist.  Sennss. 

Idth.  Again  no  sleep;  face  flushed;  pulse  70^ 
delirium  same  as  yesterday;  tongue  less  furred ;  bowels 
sluggish*  Aperient  draught,  with  Tinct.  Hyoif.,  dr.  ss., 
every  four  hours.  Calomel  and  opium  again  at  night. ' 
19th.  Bowels  relieved,  and  motions  dark ;  scarcely 
an^  sleep ;  is  very  restless,  talking  incessantly  in  a  retj 
incoherent  and  indecent  manner ;  although  there  is  no 

• 

tremor,  bia  delirium  to*day  is  characteristic  of  delirium 
tremens,  and  tbe  febrile  symptoms  have  dimiiusbed ; 
digestive  organs  iapro«<Ki,  the  liver  acting  well,  and  tbe 
tongoe  being  eieaner.  Tbe  foUowiag  mistufa  to  be 
taken  al  intervals  in  tbe  coune  of  twenty-four  hours  :-7 
^  a.  Soluc  Moifib  Aoet.,  4r.  ij. ;  Sp*.  Lavend.  Cpmp,, 
ia»  gs. ;  Mist*  Campbn  oa.  vf.  M. 
.  20tb.  Face  less  flnahed ;  fset  warm ;  more  perapica* 
tion  9  pulse  170 ;  tongoe  cleaner ;  hot  he  haaiud  very 
little  sleep ;-  bis  delinum  continues,  and  he  baa  bee^ 
occupied  with  nuddng  bis  bed,  and  walking  xouod  it 
tepiatedly  tbia  mocniog'..  'The.  mixture  to  be  takea 
more  frequently. 

2  let.  Deltrima  .jiot  ao  ^onstiint;  ,bia  copvecaatioa 
less  im^iodest;  answers  questioiis  pretty  well,  aod 
tlwaya.  known,  nie*  He  told  me  to  day  that  he  had 
apvm  of  9oisoB».and  aaked  me  to  analyse  a  piece  of  cakf , 
aome  of  wbich  be  had  ea^Ki,  although  almost  directjy 
aftOKwarda  be  said  I  might  eat  it  if  I  liked.  He  sept 
bia  Wilis  out  of  tbe  room  to  tell  me  this  by  myself,  and 
esiioined  me  to  secrecy.  Quantity  of  solution  of  mof  • 
phia.  iflcroBScd  to  dr«  iiis.  ia  the  fixture;  sewy 
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dnvgkts  repeatc^y'add  Pfl.  Sip.  cum  Opio,  |V.  t.,'  ffirti 

ataigftt 

;  22Bd.  Slept'  two  bom  at  a  time  twice  left  ttig%t»  and 

if  decidedly  better ;  pnhe  60 ;  coaetenaiiee  natttral; 

90  treauir;  lea  taUdag;  no  aUv8i<m  to^tbe  poooned 

cake  to-day.    Mixture  coatiaiied,  and  tke  pill  agaia  at 

bed-tinie. 

23rd.  More  sleep,  and  is  better  in  aU  retpecb. 
Contio.  Mitt.  Til.  et  Haatt.  pnrgima. 

24tb.  Slept  nearly  all  aigbt ;  fonnd  hioi  dretteii  and 
tracking  about  bis  boase;  looking  pale»  and  fieeling 
weak,  bot  otberwiae  Tery  mncb  better ;  quite  rational 
aadfree  from  pain;  boweli  open;  took 'tone  teeat 
yesterday  for  dinner  and  enJoyM  it ;  bas  bad  no  beer 
or  otber  stiBiQins  at  present. 

R.  Sol.  Morpb.  Aoet  dr.  ij. ;  8p.  Xwrasid.  Co.,  m. , 
xx*. ;  Inf.  Gent.  Co.,  ox.  fj.     M.  Capt.  os.  j.,  ter  die. 
3111  at  night,  ifrettlnt.    To  continue  meat  for  dinner 
if  Tie  have  appetite  for  it 


26tb.    When  I  called  to-day,  to  my  surprise  be  was    bable  appearances  of  delirium  tremens,  and  I  fdt  sai* 


gone  about  his  farm  witb  bis  gun,  and  1  did  not  see 
bim. 

28th.  Again  found  bim  out.  He  bas  sle|)t  well 
each  night,  and  be  bas  taken  bis  medicine  less  fre- 
quently. His  wife  thinks  bim  as  weH  as  usual,  except 
that  his  temper  is  more  irdtable.  He  bas  continued 
well  up  to  the  present  time. 

XMMTis.-^There  is  stiU  bo  taneb  obaeiirilyi&  the 
physiology  and  patbology  of  the  iiet^OBS  sfvtem,  thit 
"there  is  searcely  any  sale  goide  ^  tbe  -  treatment  of 
BenrOos  -diseases,  sate  that  wUcb  is  ^derivabla  from 
experience;  and  it  it  tbereftwe  dealiaMe  that  eases 
WFbich  are  caleolated  td  thrOw  light  opow  this  iMi^tt ' 
aubject  should  be  carefolly  md'fiBtthMiy  reeoMed. 
Delirhim  tremens  is  one  of  thd  diaeaaes  sAoot  which 
^great  uncertainty  prendls,  and  praetilkmefff  are  at 
farianee  ikith  "regard  to  its  proper  treittmeiit.  Opium 
is  generally  considered  tbe  sheet  aBdbor;-but  a  cele- 
brated American  physician  i^as  recently  denounced  it 
'as  improper.  It  is  not  nly  intention  to  eater  gifen^alfy 
Sopon  the  subject  Of  delirhm  iret^kem,  which  is  without 
doubt  yery  firequently  a  fatal  diseaiie ;  but  only  to  shew 
that,  however  wdl  trndertldbd  when  uamixied  and 
genuine,  It  may  nuike  its  appatninee  under  efrcum- 
Btaaces  of  complication,  which  materially  hiterfeire 
*with  faciUty  of  diagnosit  and  certainty  of  treatment. 

Mr,  — —  bad  been  acouetooved,  for  years  before  1 

'knew  bim,  to  be  bled  and  capped;   sometimes  on 

account  of  serere  cerebral  disorder,  sometimes  because 

le  thought  he  reipiihMi  it.    By  my  adfiee  he  bas 

broken  through  the  habit,  and  for  several  years  bas 

lost  no  bldbd  except  on  the*  oeeations  referred  to  In 

the  eaae.    Hia  laM  illness  waa  veiy  alight  before  he 

'was  'Med ;  jt  veT  ttmcb  IneMKed  alterwirdB,  and- 

assotned  a  diasMMr  -^Ciiaflaaimatioii  wMdi  aseaied  to 

iodaeale  the  neeessity  for  fnrOier  loss  of  Mood.    The 

delirium,  psdn  in  thfr^ea^  Ihisbed  face  amd  mJtkriA 

eyes,  rapid  <  pulse,  and  coetiie  bowels,  seemed  to  potet 

out  that  his  cerebral  symptoms  arose  from  iadamaM- 

tion,  and  tbe  probability  was  increased  by  the  super* 

'tintionof  eonmlsions.    Hie  rtiief  product  by  eopl- 

'^or  blood*lettiDg  in  hit  fMMsr  altaeks  appelfffdlo 


afford  a  clue  to  tbe  nature  Of  Hnt  discaae,  and  an  hrii*- 
catiott  of  treatment  in  tbe  present  iasian^.    Bat  !• 
BOtiead  that  in  eonstitation  he  was  retrograding;  that- 
his  bulk  was  diminished  within  the  last  twdre  moaths;. 
that  his  attack  came  on  gradually,  after  driiflciag,  sad 
that  his  symptoms  were   worse  rather  than  better 
after  the  bleeditag;  that  although  there  was  deOriaa, 
and  that  serere  and  constant,  it  was  not  thfe  yisleat 
raring  of  pbrenitis ;  that  although  his  head  and  lippcr 
paru  were  hot  and  flushed,  bis  feet  were  geaaaHy 
cold ;  that  although  his  pulse  wras  rapid,  it  Was  aet* 
hard  and  wiry  ;  that  bis  constipation  seemed  tb  depsad 
upon  general  derangement  of  the  chjiopoietic  viioersi 
and  although  coninilsions  under  such  circnmStsaccs 
are  generally  supposed  to  indicate  menlngeaf  Ibflam- 
matioB,  I  thought  it  possible  they  might  arise  here- 
from deficient  controlling  power  in  the  bnln.'  There- 
were  undoubtedly  fym;7/oaw  of  inflammation  preseat^ 
but  they  were  not  unequirocal ;  there'  were  alstf  pro- 


that  if  the  latter  predominated,  and  I  tKated  tbe 
former  with  actirity,*  I  should  be  likely  not  onlylo 
render  tbe  signs  of  delirium  tremens  more  determinate, 
but  also  to  render  further  treatment  UDataitihg.  It 
was  possible  too,  that  much  of  tbe  cerebral  distutbsnce 
arose  from  disorder  of  the  digestite  organ<  and  It  wis 
at  any  rate  safe  and  proper  to  put  them  in  order. 

This  course  was  therefore  taken ;  the  bowels  werr 
emptied,  a  flow  of  bUe  produced,  warmth  excited  ia 
the  extremities,  cold  applied  to  the  head.  The  ^onss- 
quence  was  tbe  disappearance  of  the  symptoois  which 
led  to  the  apprehension  of  inflammatibn  of  the  brsi^ 
leaving  those  of  delirium  tremens,  though  v&heat 
tremor^  so  obrtous,  that  further  difficulty  as  to  dtsg- 
nosis  was  at  an  end.  The  rapid  core  of  these  htier 
by  opium  is  strikingly  in  favour  of  its  employment; 
and  the  testimony  of  many  practitioners  in  this  cbantiy 
amount  almost  to  a  cfertainty  as  to  its  value,  when 
used  witb  judgment  and  discrimination.  My  impresrioa 
of  the  case  above  narrated  is,  that  the  bleeding  ia  the 
first  instance  was  either  unnecessary  or  injurious,  aad 
that  if  I  bad  acceeded  to  thie  wishes  of  the  patieat  aad 
his  friends  by  repeating  it,  he  might  like  many  othcf% 
have  fallen  a  victim  to  delirium  tremens,  or]  hate 
drawn  on  a  prolonged  existence  with  some  jMj^ 
defect. 

Coltishall,  June  23rd,  1847. 


ON  SACCULATED  (ESOPHAGUS  C0-EXI5TINfr 
WITH  STRICTURE. 

Smgaoa 


fif  W.  C.  'WoM«ui«TOii»  F.R.aS., 

to  tha  Lawsrtoft  laflnMry. 

(Read  at  the  Amia^lreetlagor  ihe  MMfe^HaacaK^ef  thr 
PvoeiMfeai  Medleel  and  Satgteal  AHisfc»»a,  held  at^ 
,  Beceles,  Jose  17, 1M7.)  >.   - 

Judging  from  tbe  few  cases  ftoiakdmd  'by  EagUib 
medical  authoritiea,  saccnlaied  esaopMgWs,  eo-cslstiar 
with  atrietvre,  may  be  looked  npoa  ai^a  pathakgicsl 
deforarf^  of  wmoaiaBett  oecurraoes*    Amoit  <^^ 

lilaiiiiilwt  liiTT  t}mr- 
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mqfAe^d  iC.  Two  .cawt  nt,  described  by  Britiab  pnc- 
titkMien;  one  hj  Mr.  Lodlow^  tuifeon,  of  Bristol, 
lke«tber  by  Sir  diaries  Bell. 

Aa  acjconnt  of  Mr.  Ludlow's  ci»e  is  to  be  foopd 
iii,^ie  tbir4  ▼olame  of  "Medical  ObserratioDs  and 
^Xaquirit^"  beaded,   "Obstructed  Deglutition  from 
.aPr^tcmatDral  DiliOation  of,  and  Bag  found  in,  the 
Thujnx"  detailed  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ludlow  to 
D!r.  IVilliam  Hunter,  illustrated  by  engrarings,  read 
.Aiifiist.^7tb,  176^.    The  subject  of  this  case  was  a 
XM  Bfar^  siyty  years  of  age.    The  disease  was  suj>- 
jpoeed  to  be  caused  by  a  cberry  stone  bsriog  lodged 
in  his  throat,  but  was  coughed  up  at  the  end  of  a  few 
.days.    Death  did  not  take  place  till  fire  years  after 
.this  occurrence.    Upon  h.  post-mortem  ezaminatiou, 
a  mnscuUr  Jbag  was  discovered^  passing  down  between 
'the  jMopha^guis  sad  Tertebrs.    It  was  describe^  as 
^M^g  formed,  by  a  dilatation  of  the  entire  substance 
of  the  pharyqz,  the  uniformity  and  thickness  being 
BO  exact  tb^t  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  at  what 
j^rticnlar  part  the  dilatation  began.     Mr.  Ludlow 
accounts  for  the  formation  of  this  pouch  in  the  follow- 
ing manner :— "  It  is  highly  probable/'  he  says,  "that, 
the  cherry  stone  must  have  been  forced  between  some 
of  those,  irregular  loose  folds  which  abound   in  the 
lower  part  of  the  pharynx;  and  as  the  patient  during 
that  .time  ate  his  meals  as  usual,  the  stone  being  forced 
00  by  the.  aliment,  in  the  act  of  deglutition,  might 
.,  create  a  cavity  at  least  equal  to  its  own  sise,  end, 
perhaps,  even  larger,  from  the  addition  of  some  o( 
,  the  aliment.    The  stone,  when   returned,  of  coarse 
left  a  cavity  which  became  a  recipient  for  particl^. 
<  o|  food*  and  thus  by  degrees  it  increased  in  sixe." 


thf  ottophagos.  Joft  abonx  this  tim^.  Mr..  Crosse  saw 
the  patient  in  consultation  with  me.  A  probang  was 
introduced  into  the  csfophagns,^  which  became  ob- 
slroeted  at  or  near  tbe  cricoid  cartilage. 

Ttv^iOptratioo  Was  afterwards  repeated  a(  interralt^ 
bfit  I  conld  never  succeed  in  passing  tbe  instrument 
beyond  what  was  considered  the  seat  of  stricture.  It 
was  reaurked  during  the  progress  of  the  symptoms, 
that  at  each  meal  a  portion  of  food  appeared  to  be 
•wjdlowedf  hot  was  shortly  returned  nnassimihited, 
the  process  very  much  resembling  that  observed  ia 
ibe  romtnating  dan  of  anl«als.  Eventually  the  patient 
became,  totally  incapable  of  swallowing  food  even  ia 
the  most  attennaied  form. 

For  three  weeks  previovs  to  death,  which  took  place 
the  feUowieg  nsoath  of  October,  he  was  solely  sustained 
by  a  piAt  of  strong  beef-tea,  containing  a  glass  of 
sherry^  injected  up  the  rectum  every  eight  honrs. 

Tbe  pharynx,  sesophagns,  together  with  the  laryiiz 
^and  trachea,  were  carefnlly  removed  for  the  purpose  of 
inspectfc>n.  A  ponch  or  bag  was  discovered  proceeding 
from  behind  the  cssophagus  opposite  the  cricoid  carti* 
lage>  whirh  most  have  hong  down  between  the  trachea 
ai^d  cervical  vertebrsQ.  Nearly  two- thirds  of  it  was 
oovercd  with  leuscular  fibres  derived  from  each  of  the 
GQDstrictprs^  which  were  much  stronger  and '  more 
developed  than  in  healll).  The  pharynx  was  laid  open 
by  an  incision,  commencing  from  its  posterior  border 
vintbediffictioii  ef  tbe  median  line,  and  oontinaed  into 
the  poiiob  two*thirds  of  its  leogl^h. 

TIms-  exposed  4he .  entife .  pb^Fyogeal  cavity  which 

fewtd  dilated    far   beyond   what   is  aetnral. 

<.;.,<  Immediately  behiad  the «crieoid  cartilage^  and  opposite 

Atpsgp  64,  in  the  second  volume  of  Sir  C.  ^U\  j^cowaeecemeatof  the  pouch,  there  existed  in  tbe 


•  -  * 


^  *'  Surgical  Observations,"    is  described  a  case  Of  .^ 

^preternatural  bag,  formed  by  tbe  membrane  of  the 
phaiynx.     Tbe  subject  was  a  gentleman,  who  kppUed 

^  for  relief  owing  to  a  disease  of  tbe  throat,  which  gave 
liisD  great  uneasiness,  and  occasioned  difficulty  of 
swallowing.  Many  ineffectual  attempts  were  madp 
to  pass  the  bougie.  Death,  however,  was  not  ascribed 
to  the  complaint  in  his  throat,  but  from  what  cause, 

'  is  not  stated.  After  death  there  was  found  a  bag 
projecting  from  the  lower  and  back  part  of  the  pharynx, 
poshed  into  a  space  between  tbe  msophagus  and  spine. 
The  bag  was  not  covered  with  muscular  fibres,  but 
is  described  as  a  hernia  or  protrusion  of  the  inner 
coat  of  the  pharynx,  between  the  strong  fibres  of  the 

'  aiascnlar  coat. 

With  these  few  observations  I  shall  now  proceed  to  a 
brief  statement  of  tbe  case  which  has  recently  come 
tinder  my  notice. 

Colonel  D.,  aged  69,  of  a  robnst  constitotion,  bed 
tke  graeisr  part  ol  has  life  ioMged  ao  eaormooa 
appetite.  Three  yean.  pieeioBe.  he  esperieoeed  slight 
4l*|ihin^  *^i6h  contiaaed  Areighteec  months  withont 
aggniatioo;  his  geaeial  hcaltk  eontiantd 


«i84€y.d^|k|tition  became  more  Uafficolt,  aeeompaDied 
wilh  a  iUyee  of  emaciatioe^  la  Jely  foUowiog  he 
eeift  mmNv  my  caie ;  (here  the*  existed  eonsiderahla 
diftgiilly  ia  iwallowiiig  solids,  which  raqiotred  to  he 
fioelj  comesinnted  befofe  th^y  could  be  made  lo  pass 


oBsophlVns  a  atnetOMi,  formed  by  a  trsasvetsa  fold  of 
tbe  mocoos  memhraiie,.  and  which  would  only  admit 
i  a  lafge«8ised  -  arethral  bougie.  The  cesopbagns  below 
the  striolore  was. contracted,  bat  itamacous  membrane 
throogboot  healthy. 

.  lliere  can  be  little  dooht  that  in  this  case  the 
alrlctore  was  tbe  primary  aieoiion,  and  that  the  pouch 
became  developed  in  ceasegneoce.  Had  the  nature  of 
the  disease  been  delected  in  its  earliest  stage,  and 
carefully  treated  .with  boegies,  in  all  probability  the 
serious  conseqneaces  which  followed  might  have  been 
averted,  for  in  the  preparation,  (which  was. handed 
round,)  there  eiiets  no  degeneration  of  ^troctore  at 
the  seal  of  stricliire,  the  stricture  b^ing  caused  simply 
by  a  contractipo  of  the  mucous  membrane,  which  no 
doubt  nsigbt  hare  been  easily  made  to  dilate. 

Lowestoft,  June  21,  1847.  ^ 


fy 


ON    TURNIlVe    IN    LABOURS    HB^DERED 
'  DfPOTCULT    BY    DISTORTION     W    THE 

WtLtiS; 

In  the  months  of  January  nadFebc«an,iw     _,  ^        «     .        -««»    ^        i^      m.    i  • 
_  ^ ,:n:_i' -^  I  ^T  Tbomas  lUoroao,  Hf.D.,  Consulting  Phrsiciao 

to  the  Manchester  Lying-in  Hospital,  &c. 
Whatever  practice  can  safely  supersede  the  murd€rim» 

» 

operation    creaieleng^  should  he  adopted.  The  records 
of  opetaHee  nidwifin^p  ought  out  to.be  stained  with  so 
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litrbwoat  a  proc^dv^  vkfeh,  •econAisg  la  IIm  yaunt 
reeogDixed  prlneiplM  of  pncUstb  to  lo  «wottdilkiB«Uj 
•ad  lo  ■nbetiutingly  p«rforaed.  It  l«  not,  hov«ff«r» 
mj  prttent  iotondoii  to  enier  on  the  ooawiiiwaliott  of 
mch  inporUot  qoMCioiu,  u  the  procito  potttion  wbieir 
croaiotoDj  iboold  hold  in  obit«tricf,  and  what  other 
9COIM  ahould  bo  emplojed ;  my  Tiews  opon  tbe  treat- 
i^at  ol  loboon  protracted  bj  diatortlons  of  tbe  pelvis, 
.  •!•  alioodj  knovs  to  m%^j  o/  the  pro/eition.  It 
MaaoC  b«  a  matter  of  oarprize  that  I  thoiUd  (enter- 
taining opinioiu  that  etaaloioay  aaght  to  bo  oooaidored 
•a  operation  of  noeceeity,  and  not  of  ♦loeHon,)haUiHib 
delight  any  neaanre  vhieh  only  prooifaoi  to  to^pontlw 
aamber  ot  thete  deatmctiTe  operationi. 

Velpean  ia  the  first  vriter  vho  has  practised  tttralog 

the  child  in  eases  of  laboor  protracted  by  distortion  of 

the  pelvis.  Ho  aaya— *' X^oraqne  il  n'y  a  qa'un  des 
rfiew<m»  oUiqmeg  do  vicie,  U  on  rdsolte  ordinairement 
one  diepoaiiion  fort  iaportanle  ^  noter.  Si  c'est  k  droits, 
par  oxemplo,  coiAme  I'a  va  Smellte  et  com  me  Stein 
on  donne  plasiears  figores,  qo'eziste  le  ressrerement, 
lo  €6!^  gauche,  poarra  presenter  one  ezc^sd*aniplitnde. 
Bans  ce  cas,  si  la  iftte  vlent  I'oeciput  k  droite,  raccoache- 
ment  exigera  presqae  n^eossairsaont  dee  aoconra, 
tandia  que  sMl  a*etait  prdeont^  a  gaoeho,  la  nature 
aurait  pn  so  aoSire  k  oUe  meaM.  Cotte  remarque 
indique  aasra  quo  pour  readre  1'  aocooeliOBient  Ihcile 
ohes  vne  fsaale  aiosi  conformde,  il  auAt  d'opdrer  1%, 
▼oralon,  et  d'aiaeoor  lo  Aataa  en  pnini4re  on  seconde 
position  dee  piodai  do  telle  sorte  que  Tocciput  puisse 
oorreapondra  an  e6te  le  plus  large  an  d^croil.  £Ue 
oxplique  aussi  comoMnt  lam^me  femme,  eiaat  accouob^d 
•pontan^fflont  one  premidre  foia,  no  pourra  peat  6ue 


fof«if«Mi»i.vaiphjMotoaiieoaUMcdonC«Mrleiioe    ,^^    g^,  ,^  ndtur.llTdeliverwl  M  the  full  periol 

a  la  aeconde.  et  vta  9trtd»  * 

after  a  labour  of  shorter  duration  than  ordiuary,  and 


En  1835,  jo  fus  prid  dp  dooner  des  soins  a  nne 
femme  que  etait  en  travail  depuis  deux  jours.  La  i^te 
80  s'engageait  point.  J*allai  chercher  les  pieds,  et  je 
torminai  raccoucbeneou  £a  18^,  la  m^me  perionne 
^  fnt  amende  a  V  H6pital  de  la  F«cult^  etant  en  travsil 
depuis  quatre  jours.  Les  eaux  dtaient  ^couldes  et  la 
,tl'.e  fortement  engagee.  La  matrice,  tr^i  exactement 
appiiqned  sur  le  foetus,  ne  permit  pas  d'opererla  version. 
L'application  du  forceps  fut  tented  par  Desormeaox, 
M.  Denouxetmoi;  mais  rien  ne  pot  faire  descendre 
la  tdte.  La  cepbalatomia  deviat  indispensable.  Cette 
Umme,  enceinte  de  nouveau  en  1827,  m*a  fait  pr^reoir 
bonne  beure  lors  du  travail.  Je  suis  alle  chercher 
les  piedsj  et  toot  s'est  promptement  et  heureusement 
termiu^.  L'issue  diff^rente  de  tet  trois  accoocbemens 
tienc  it  ce  que,  dans  un  cas,  le  gros  de  la  t^tese  pr^seutant 
k  droite,  on  le  bcssia^tait  fortement  r^tt^d,  ne  ponvait 
franchlr  le  ddtroit,  Uodis  qqif  daiia  I'abtre,  la  venlon 
ayant  ramene  l*  occiput  &  ganche  oil  loa  diowntioaa 
natnrePea  dtaient  consenrdea,  lo  passage  de  la  tdte, 
n'etaient  i^ioa  impoasiUo.— Zbfiie}NvoiJ«F»  p.  3§. 

Before  wo  have  recourse  to  turning  tbe  cMld  to 
•nperaede  craniotomy,  or  other  instrumental  means, 
^wo  ahould  be  fuUy  satisfied  that  we  do  not  th«reby 
oreato  equal,  if  not  greater,  evils.  The  first  question 
lo  be  fettled  is,  can  we  safely  turn  and  deliver  the 
ohild !    Here  is  involved  a  due  estimate  of  the  degree 


.qf  diatoriioa  of  the  pel  via  relatively  to  the  siae  of  the 
child's  head,  and  likewise  the  condition  of  the  malenal 
drganic  atmcturae.  Can  ve,  then,  measare  with  such 
mathematical  accuracy  the  pelvic  diamoten,  as  te 
decidedly  prononnoo  that  the  head  of  the  child  ia 
Otero  will  paaa  through  unopened.  If,  after  tareiog 
and.  extracting  the  body  of  the  child,  we  cannot  bring 
tbe  bead  through  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  use  the  perforator,  which  wiH  now  be' 
attended  by  increased  difficulty  and  danger,  afttr 
having  already  exposed  maternal  structures  to  great 
hazard,  by  an  unwarrantable  operation.  PerforatioB 
of  tho  head  of  the  child  can  be  more  aafely  and  mora 
easily  performed,  when  it  lies  over,  or  partly  witbid. 
the  brim  of  the  pelvia,  than  when  the  cavity  is  occupiol 
by  the  body,  as  it  is  in  footling  cases.  Is  there  net 
groat  danger  of  fallacy  in  computing  tbe  admeasure- 
ment of  a  distorted  pelviif  From  my  own  experiedce, 
I  am  fully  convinced  there  is,  I  mean,  relative  measare- 
toent,  especially  when  slight  distortion  only  exists.  T 
will  briefiy  mention  a  case  which  strikingly  corroborates 
tbe  foregoing  remarlcs  :•» 

Dr.  Homiltooy  late  Profeuor  of  Midwifery  at 
Edinburgh,  induced  in  tbe  oame  lady  prematons 
laboor  at  the  seventh  month  in  aeveral  auccessive  preg- 
nanciea,  after  having  in  a  former  oaso  need  the  crochet. 
She  waa  the  wife  of  a  Colonel,  whoeo  regiment  was. 
stationed  at  Manchester.  Being  pregnant,  tho  opicton 
of  my  reapected  relative,  Mr.  Wood,  waa  requested, 
w1)o,  after  a  careful  examination,  decided  that  no  dis- 
tortion existed,  and  advised  her  to  let  pregnancy  pro. 


recovered  well.  Tho  child  was  of  average  sise  aod 
weight,  and  its  head  as  large  and  as  much  ossified  asTf 
oomoipnly  the  case.    This  case  is  valuable  on  two 

« 

acooantsa— aa  first  it  proves  the  most  experienced  prae- 
titionor  nay  err  in  ascertaining  tbe  precise  dimensions 
of  the  pelvis;  andi^aecondly,  as  a  caution,  not  to  rely 
implicitly  on  a  professor^s  opinion. 

Can  we  always  deliver  by  turning t  Certainly  not 
One  of  tbe  casea  mentioned  by  Velpeau  illustrates  this 
fully.  It  would  be  highly  culpable  to  attempt  tumiog 
with  the  passages  undilated  and  undilatable,  or  when  tbe 
liquor  amnii  has  been  some  time  discharged.  Tfnder 
either  o(  these  circumstances  the  child  would  perish. 

Does  turoing  gjve  the  child  a  better  chance  tbaft 

might  bo  afforded  by  oiher  measures  f    As  regards  t^ 

erolchot*  thoonswor  ia  plains  but  tbe  lon^  forceps,  |o 

tho  groat  majority  o|  oasaa  9f  alight  oomtraoty^,  p/  the 

-polvia,  may  be  more  advancagoonaly  had  roeoncfs  lo. 

'    WtU  tho  hood  pan  through  a  leat  polvfo^epaee 

its  base  cornea  first,  as  fn  footltog  eateif  thnn 

the  vertex  presents?'   My  opinion  ia,  that  tt  ^MH  wl^ 

unless  such  unwarrantable  force  is  used  as  to  risk  no 

separation  of  the  body  from  tho  head,  leaving  tho  latter 

...  .    ^ ,   . 

in  the  aterus. 
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Ik  1m8  been,  however,  8aid,  that  the  neck  of  fbe 
ckOd  allvf}  or  recently  dead,  it  to  ttrong,  as  to  allow 
moh '•  degree  of  force  to  be  used,  at  to  greatly  comprett 
ItefidM  of  the  craoiam;  bat  tuch  a  procedure  it  at 
farianee  with  all  tcientific  viewt,  and  incompatible 
with  the  tafety  of  both  mother  and  child. 

i)oea  the  head  elongate  more  readily  npwardt  than 
doVBirardt  f  If  only  the  same  degree  of  eztractile  force 
It  Died,  it  does  not,  and  cerUinly  not  to  tafely  to  the 
child.  But  aatoming  that  the  child'*  head  elongates 
«•  retdUy,  if  not  more  to,  in  footling  catei,  than  In 
jMenkation  of  the  Tertez,  we  know  that  the  fdnit 
U  talQact  to  fatal  comprettion  in  the  former,— which 
4ao|er  it  fready  increated  in  catet  in  which  the  child 
has  been  tamed|  on  acoonnt  of  dittortion  of  -tlie 
satefnal  peltit. 

Can  the  head  of  the  child  be  adjntted  and  better 
adapted  to  patt  through  the  widett  portion  of  the 
brim  of  a  dittorted  pelrii,  by  meant  of  the  leverage 
ill  bod  J  affordt -after  it  hat  been  turned,  than  by  any 
oilier  meant!  Velpeaa  hat  great  reliance  on  the 
•dv«Btag€t  ol  turning  in  tbete  catet ;  but  unlett  all 
oetttiageBt  oiroamttancet  are  favourable  for  itt  per- 
fmrmaDce,  th«  operation  it  most  certainly  haxardout 
to  both  mother  and  child. 


3^3: 


ON.  THE  EMPLOYMENT   OF  TREACLE 

IN  BURNS. 


TO  TBBiVPlTOR  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL   A2«D 

BU&CICAL  JOURNAL. 

Respected  Friend,— Observing  from  a  com  muni- 
catioo  which  appeared  in  the  last  number  of  the  Pro- 
meial  Medieol  and  Surpical  JounuU,  recommending 
the  employment  of  treacle  at  a  dretting  to  boma,  that 
the  practice  is  not  generally  known  amongst  th«  pro* 
fesaioD,  I  beg  to  lay  before  the  medical  pubfic  a  firw 
cases,  out  of  many  more,  in  which  I  have  successfully 
tceatEd  bums  and  scalds  with  treacle. 
I  remain,  with  much  respect, 

Tby  sincere  friend, 

HENRY  PAYNE,  M.D. 
Nottingham,  7  th  month,  8tb,  1847. 

Ifary  Pi(rr,  aged  70,  of  sanguine  temperament,  stoat, 
and  of  intemperate  habits,  whilst  sitting  alone  reading 
a  newspaper  by  candlelight,  accidentally  set  fire  to  it, 
and  before  the  flame  could  be  extingoisb«d,  it  had 
spread  to  her  cap  and  dress,  inflicting  a  severe  burR on 
the  head,  neek,  shoulders,  back,  and  breasts,  hot  most 
^feftTEly  OB  the  ba«k,  wher€  ihe  drew  tras  entisaly 
hiimed  ^  and  the  culicie  destroyed.  For  the  flttt 
<MitwdEyrrftEr  tbeaccidont  she  had  been  attendod  by 
■  surgiOE  who  had  ordered  the  application  of  oliro  oil, 
hnttalhif  tbot  aho  gradoaUy  became  worse,  he  had 
lind  of  her  recorery. 

On  bcinc  called  in,  three  days  after  t^e  occurrence,  I 


livid  boo.  Tmde  was  difeet«d  to  be  immediately. 
spread  on  every  part  of  the  boroy  and  a  covering  of 
linoB^nv  to  bo.  laid  otot  it.  The  appliciition  was 
dirocMd  to  be  renewed  at  iaterrals  of  a  few  hours.  A 
dose  of  lEild  aptrient  medicine  and  a  saline  mixture 
were  prescribed.  She  was  advised  to  live  upon  mild 
diet  and  diluents. 

Upon  seeing  her  next  morning,  she  told  me  that  she 
had  felt  no  pain  since  the  treacle  wasr  first  applied,  that 
she  felt  quite  comforuble,  and  had  slept  tolerably  well. 
The  bum  now  presented  a  healthy  rose-red  appearancey 
and  continued  to  heal  under  the  saoie  treatment 
until  the  epidermis  waa  restored,  which  took  place  in  a 
few  daytJifter  my  first  seeing  her. 

Owinf  to  great  irriuhility  of  the  nervous  system  in. 
'this  patient,  she  was  attacked  wilh  a  sympathetic  fever 
soon  after  the  accident,  which  rendered  my  attendance 
necessary  for  a  week  or  two  after  the  burn  had  healed. 
It  was  successfully  treated  with  saline  medicines  ia 
camphor  mixture,  and  occasional  doses  of  opening 
medicine.  I  am  informed  that  this  unfortunate  wooMn 
not  many  months  after  set  fire  to  her  clothes  again  in 
the  same  way,  and  before  assistance  arrived  was  so, 
dreadfully  burnt  that  she  did  not  survive  her  iDJnries 
many  hours. . 

M.  A.  !»■  ■     ■  ,  a  female,  aged  50,  fell  asleep  in  the 


day-time  before  the  fire,  near  which  a  kettle  of  watert 
had  been  placed,' which,  boiling  over,  the  waUr  fell  oa 
her  fbot,  seaMiag  the  whole  npper  surface  of  it.  Thit 
patient  had  received  treatment  for  r  fortnight  previon* 
to  my  seeing  her,  hot  not  fladtog  any  benefit-  from  tt^ 
she  applied  to  "me.  Amongst  the  various  remedies  thai 
had  been  tried  at  diffierent  times,  were  simple  cerato 
,  and  olive  oil. 

The  scald  was  now  looking  highly  inflamed,  and 
discharged  much  serous  fluid.  Her  general  health  was 
good,  and  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  administer  any 
medicine  internally,  nor  even  to  restrict  her  diet.  I 
ordered  the  other  applications  to  be  discontinued,  and 
the  scalded  surface  to  be  well  coveted  with  treacle,  and 
the  dressing  to  be  repeated  three  times  every  day^ 
which,  being  followed  by  the  usual  happy  results,  wat. 
continued  for  a  few  days ;  at  the  end  of  this  time  I 
was  pleased  to  find  the  part  quite  healed,  and  my 
patient  returned  to  her  usual  avocations. 

Edward  Butler,  a  stout  child,  aged  three  years,  was 
extensively  scalded  on  tbe  back,  hips,  and  thighs,  by 
falling  backwards  into  a  tbb  of  boiling-hot  water.  I 
saw  this  patient  soon  after  the  accident,  and  directed 
treacle  to  be  spread  over  tbe  scalded  surface  without 
delay,  and  to  be  repeated  according  as  tbe  treacle 
became  fluid  and  less  adherent. 

Aa  might  hare  been  expected,  the  pain  in  this  case 
continued,  though  much  abated,  under  tbe  rpjpaedr,  and 
he  obtained  intervale  of  perfect  ease,  and  slept  soundly 
at  times,  lying  continually  on  his  face  and  breast.  On 
the  second  day  he  became  feverish,  and  a  mixture  of 
Epsom  salt  and  infusion  of  roses  was  accordingly  pre« 
scribed,  wbich  had  a  favourable  effect. 

Tbe  part  was  kept  covered  with  treacle  for  threo 
days,  during  which  tbe  wound  bad  the  usual  healthy 


ieead  her  very  weak.    The  burnt  snrUice  presented  a  >  appearances,  and  was  rapidly  healing,  when,  owicf 
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to  iotolenMc  ttehiof  kmmg  i«i  ii,  tlM  ftpplio*- 
Uoa  oi  trtacle  wm  dttooailiiii^  aa4  t«ooane  iiid 
td  aprtnkilDg  tbe^  p«rc  Irich  flottr,  tad  «|^3ring  dMIted 
rbce-water  of«r  tlwt.  Rme  'Wiftyadiwir  wtM  altar, 
wards  applied  (ogatber  ui  tkurwaf»  vlteb  eonpleted 
the  cure  at  the  ead  of  a  fortaiiht. 

Remarki, — For  -opwarda  of  twent^^  years  I  bare 
adopted  the  abofa  aaode  Ivf  treatneot  in  bnnie  and 
acalds.  In  all  kucb  caiea  whieb  coitie  uadc^  my  notice, 
I  order  the  treacle  to  be  applied  pore  on  the  injured 
aurface,  and  at  the  natorai  tenperatare}  folds  of  well* 
a!ired  linen  being  laid  over  it,  and  the  dreniagiillawed 
to.  remain  for  two  or  three  hotin  at  Aiat»  wbeii  Hia 
treacle  will  be  fonnd  in  a  more  fluid  state,  h«t  to  tb# 
touch,  and  the  rag  saturated  with  It.  The  tMael*  n 
tben  applied  in  the  same  taMnner,  bot  after  tbaaaMiid 
or  third  day  of  the  bum,  will  not  Mqoire  feaewing 
oftener  than  once  or  twice  daily,  aikd  the  tMacle  wiH 
now  begin  to  preserve  its  luual  ceusietence  while  Hn 
contact  with  the  buret  or  scalded  surface.  The  tiase 
occupied  in  healing  the  burn  if  very  vnch  lesr  than 
is  the  case  when  any  other  means  are  employed.  M 
ihe  whole  I  know  of  no  remedy  capable  of  eiertinf 
more  beneficial  effects  in  buns  and  seald%  however 
severe^  than  treacle  i  and  I  am  foUy  persuaded  tbariifo 
might  be  sared  in  the  moat  deqiecale  casaa  by  the 
timely  and  free  application  of  tbla  imraUMUe  remedy^ 
It  acts,  by  effectually  eidndiag  the  bm,  and  (ae 
appears  by  the  fact  of  the  pain  entlnlyabailBg^  or 
greatly  diminishing,  aaaoon  aait  ia  applied)  ^  abatnct^ 


beat,  all  of  which 'have  continned  till  nov^  w^ththa 
exception  i^  the  swelltng,  which  in  a  great  measare  . 
diMppeared  on  the  appUeatton  of  a  sinapism.  .Still, 
bbarever,  there  is  some  swelling,  accompanied  by 
tenderness,  both  on  deep  pressure,  and  on  pinching 
the  shin,  as  well  as  an  inability  to  speak  above  a 
whisper.  She  haa  lost  flesh,  occasionally  feeU  faint, 
and  sleeps  badly. '  Has  had  slight  dyspncsa  ever  sincf 
heV  throat  has  been  bad,  but  there  is  no  cough.  There 
is  no  TislbTe  redness  of  the  fauces.  She  vomited  some 
yellow  matter,  with  mucus,  yesterday,  at  the  mere, 
sight  of  food;  suffers  from  thirst;  habitnallj  neglects 
her  bowels.  The  headache  is  ssT^re  and  unirersal, 
and  she  complains  very  much  of  smarting,  occauonally 
sbootlog,  pain,  extending  down  the  back,  with  tender- 
ness  along  the  whole  length  of  ihe  spine,  even  to  the 
tip  of  the  sacrum.  There  is  some  tenderness  of  the 
skin  over  the  upper  pert  of  the  chest ;  catamenia  are . 
present;  pulse  small  and  rather  weak.  Cucurtk 
Cruent  nucbc,  ad  oz.  vl^..  R.  Calomelanos,  gr.  v.; 
P11.  Zingib,  gr.  1j ;  Polv.  Jalapse,  gr.  xv.  Fiat  pulv. 
statim  sumend.  et  postridie  fepeU  > 

j^g.  2Ut  Her  voice  returned  before  the 
was  completed,  and  there  is  not  theleasi 
remaining  now ;  swallows  readily,  Jtawt  the  throat  is 
still 'puffy  and  tender,  and  the  breath  abort.  States. 
to.day  that  she  is  subject  to  a  very  sli^t  oengb,  whiah 
she  did  not  think  worth  mentioning  beCwe,  but  withual 
expectoration,  and*  for  the  last  momtb  or  two,  !•>• 
>pain  nnder  the  left  breast  on  walking,  which  is  rsUevid 


•ace  sedative,  refrigerant,  and  healing. 


IQodtiital  itenottV; 
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CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  CONDITION 
OF  THE  SYSTEM  WHICH  IS  ACCOMPANIED 
BY  OXALIC  URINE. 

By  Edwaso  Bau^AUD,  M.D.,  Loud.«  Pbyafdaato 
the  St.  Paacras  Royal  Oeneral  Diepeoearf,  uud 
.   Medical  Tator  in  Uniaefaigr  College,  Londoai 

CC^oafMiffd  /ftm  pa^  d7S.^ 

Cask  ITI.— HrsTEAu. 
G.'C,  residing  in  Somers  Town,  aged  20  years,  by 
occupation  a  servant,  has  been  oat  of  a  situation  for 
the  1a«t  four  months,  and  has  ia  consequence  lived 


ing  the  morbid  heat  from  the  part»  aud  thus  proving  aa  i  ^y  pressure.    BoweU  freely  relUved ;  .patn  in  bd^  em 


same,  bnt  the  teod.emeu  is  confined  to  the  upper  hall 
of  i^e  spine,  and  chiefly  on  left  sido.  CatsRnenia.dis. 
"appeared  yesterday.  Omni  nocte  sum.  Pil.  RheL  Co., 
gf .  v.  R.  Bebeerinsi  Sulpiv,  f  r.  v.  {  Ezu.  Oeut^  q.  s. ; 
'  pra  pil.  tor  die.  aomead. 

35th.  Haa  beea  aoflbring  from  nouralgio  paitfs^ 
affecting  left  side  of  face  and  ear,  which  are  lender. 
Tfco  ehlveriog  and  heat  are  lem  troublesome,  but  thii'' 
cough  iamoreeo,  having  acquired  a  belohing  character; 
has  loft  the  pain  in  left  breaat,  and  the  throat  is  Ifss 
tender  and  full;  otherwise  the  same.  Pergat  To 
apply  a  sinapiam  every  night  along  the  spine  ibr  a 
quarter  of  an  hour. 

2Sth.  Nothing  amim  with  the  throat  or  (f  new, 
aud  the  cough  is  much  less  troublesome.  She  hu  not 
vomited  for  two  days.    Pergat. 

99ih.  Urine  of  this  morning  clear,  with  ail  abundant 
dood-Hke  depoeit ;  specific  gravity  1033;  add  re-actioa. 
The  deposit  eonaista  of  octobedra,  varying  in  siae; 
some-  veiy  laife,  and  both  separate  and  aggveflst*^' 


y 


badly.'    She  applied   at  the  Dispensary  on  August 

IStb,  1S46.     Is  naturally  nerrcus,  and   of  a  very  I  along  with  a  few  mucus-corpuaoles.    In  the  eveoiog 


Irritable  semper.  Has  suffered  from  pain  in  her  back 
ever  sinee  an  atuck  of  '*  indammstion  in  the  leA 
aide  of  b^ebest,"  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  but  it  has 
been  gradually  becoming  worse,  especially  during  the 
last  three  months.  She  has  always  been  subject  to 
headaches,  but  they  ba\*e  been  ulore  severe  during  the 
tust  three  weeks.  Seven  days  ago,  in  consequence 
of  getting  her  feet  wet.  as  she  believes,  ber  throat  began 
In  swell,  and  she  became  hoarse,  with  much  pain  on 
awalloving,  accompanied  by  altemam  shlrering  and 


of  this  day  she  was  suddenly  aaised  wtA  giddlaessf 
and   fell  down,   remaining   uneousoioua  lir  leaienl 

hoars,  but  waa  not  convulsed.  ''>^ 

Sept.  Ist.  Has  had  severe  ahootiug  .pesM^  on^'^hr 
whole  bead,  but  the  scalp  is    not  tendiU;  has  ait 
vomited  any  more,  but  the  last  t«o  nighti  h*>  wui  laMl 
some  Tery   cold   tasteless  watevj  and*  haa  bild<4iuA 
boriK>rygmi;   ^epe  badly  at  aigbt;  peccuiiia 
respiratory  murmurs  natufml  under thuala0olfla& 
do  not  act  properly.    Ooutt.  pil.    If octa  jHHmt*  Mpt> 
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Alt;  IpiMBC  Co.,  gr.  ▼.  Meridid  saqiat  PU.  Rhfi 
Co.,  gr.  X. 

Soi.  Urine  cloudy,  and  cooutBtDg  mn  aliuDdance  o/ 
luge  oclOliedra,  wbicli  on  (be  ^rd  h«d  lUlan  ia  (he 
i^tm  of  ft  doadj  depoaiti  ce-ectioa  add;  9QfK\&c 
(gnrllgr,  1014. 

4tb.  CofflpUins  of  pein  In  bolk  .Ui«p  rafiotti,  of  a 
nbbotiiig  character,  with  tenderaeat^  both  aoydrfioial 
and  deep.  Bowels  more  regnlar,  b«^  the  eru^latioos 
cotttiiuie;  spinal  tendenieaa  the  same.  Ha#  not  need 
lb*  sinapisms  for  some  dajs.  To  re^cosamence  i|«e 
af  sinapisms.    Ange.  Pair.  Ipecac.  Co.,  ad  gr.  Tijjj.. 

dib.   No   improvement.     Aage  Pulv.  Ipecac,  po^^ 

.  1 1th.  Diarrbcea,  with  griping,  occqrred  saddenlj 
en  the  ereniog  of  the  dtb,  and  has  coniinued  till  to-daj; 
tbs  watery  eructations,  however,  have  ceased.  Pai n  has 
been  gradnally  coming  on  in  the  left  shoulder,  es|MciaUy 
along  the  edge  of  the  trapezina,  and  it  is  accompanied 
by  tenderness.  Catamenia  appeared  tbia  morning. 
Uiimr  of  this  morning  is  fall  coloured,  of  specific  gravi^ 
1013,  and  presents  a  rather  dense  deposit,  containing 
an  abaiiiiani  u  ot  oetotaedra»  and'some  crystals  of  nric 
arid. .« Qmott  Medfe^    To  contlnne  the  sinapisms. 

l^tb.  Feela  bettor,  and  appears  more  cbeerfali  r^ 
eUght  tendaraeas  vemaining  in  right  iliac  region ;  spinal 
tenderness  distinctly  less ;  catamenia  very  abundant. 
Vrine  of  this  morning  acid;  specific  gravity,  1031; 
contains  no  oxalates,  and  only  a  slight  macona  cloud 
«t  «be  bottom. 

IStb.  Catamenia  disappeared  yesterday;  has  no 
^eadachOy  cough,  or  iliac  pain,  vomiting,  eructation,  oV 
'pain  Id  chs  bactf ;  them  is  slight  tenderness  only  in 
<he Inmbar and eervieal regions ;  urineoraboat natural 
4int,  of  spoeMIc  gravity  tOI9,  add ;  it  tbretr  down,  on 
standing,  a  moderate  doud-Iike  depodt,  contdinfng  no 
octo)Kdxa,  but  some  drcular  thin  ptalas,  some  endre, 
and  otbara  broken. 

^j2Bd.  Was  seised  on  the  I9ih,  in  the  aftsmoon,  irttb 
headache  and  bi lions  vomiting ;  vomits  now  whatever 
she  takes;  foels  more  low  spirited;  bowele confined. 
Has  bad  a  return  of  pain  in  the  left  shoulder;  tender.^ 
aesa  and  pain  in  lumbar  region  of  apioe  only,  and 
there  ia  tenderness  of  the  scalp.  Urine  add ;  specific 
fravitiTs  1021;  contains  an  abundance  of  octobedra. 
Pil.  Rbei.  Co.«  gr.  x.«  omni  mane  snmend. 

29th.  Bowels  hare  been  freely  opened  daily,  and 
<be  vomiting,  and  pain  in  sbonlder  soon  ceased ;  has' 
only  slight  pain  aow  at  the  lower  part  of  the  back, 
and  the  tenderness  is  conned  to  this  part  also ;  still, 
however,  she  saffers  from  headache,  and  the  scalp  is 
tender.     Jt>i8charged. 

AsnMrin.«*Wb»ther  we  are  to  believe  that  this 
'  ovar  aaifefed  Apoin  iafl^anlmation  within  the 
or  arbather,  aa  is  mofft  probable,  the  illnesa 
vbidkialioHtua  dealgnated,  was  merely  a  pleurodynia, 
aha  hm  oner  tiaee  that  time  been  out  of  health, 
•and  whoB  she  enme  msder  my  notice  waa  the  subject 
of  byiaarla  and  spinal  irfStaticin.  The  influence  exerted 
•poa  tiM  aympteasa  ^  disesae  by  the  condition  of  the 
^owaia>,nwd  oscnrMaOf  of  the  catamenia,  is  deasrvlng 
«f  nmukr,  simwik  ffeona  which  is  constantly  illostrated 


in  this  daaa  of  .oomfMata^'  As  xespects  the  urltta, 
we  bov9  anothar  amploof  the  diaappearaaco  of  the 
ojialgfestr  of-^taaon  te  fall  eataUisbment  of  the 
oatamenial  flggr,  and  afao  of  ttia  oocnrrenoo  of  the, 
oircalar  form  of  thatialk  Tbe.efaeU  of  the  recant 
cold  under  which  the  pattant  anflbrad  were  modified 
by  the  highly  narvona  coaditioa  in  winch  it  iDund  her, 
the  nervoas  aymptoma  psavfiling  otar  the  vascular. 

'C&an  IV.— HiriTMnrA. 
T.  F.,  aged^  38  yeiM,  married,  and  of  nervoas  tem- 
paraman^  baa^  ibr  tbe  last  two  years  been  solgeet  to 

ak  an  asdstant  in  a  linen-drapae's 
in  no  way  been  Intemperate  in  his  bid>ite. 
For  tbe  last  dght  m^tbs  bas  lived  badly,  and  daring 
tbe  taat  tmo  sllll'wofie.  In  consequence  of  being  cat  of 
iimpl^ymmt.  tte  dpplied  at  the  dispanaary  on  the 
I9tb' ol  Angnst,  IMS. 

n  Afa  illness  coomaneed  twelve  months  ago«  by  a 
sudden  attack  of  diarrbma,  wblch  weakened  him  con- 
sidaiiMy)  and  was  fbltowad  even  as  be  gained  his 
snmigth  bf  a  sense  of  laognor  in  the  evenings,  whicb 
grainally  occoVt«d  earBaf  in  tbe  day,  He  waa  better 
in  the  winter^  bnc  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  preaeat 
summer  began  to  feet  nervous,  and  suffered  from  head- 
aoha  and  dIcrrboBa  after  taking  food.  Soon  after 
leavUkg  tola  sitontfon'  bo  began  to  experience  watery 
^ematatioae,  and  lately  bas  found  tb&i  be  paased  an 
inoidinato  %eanllty  of  nrine,  and  has  sutTered  from 
pain  aad  a  eanta  of  bnmiog  In  (be  left 'side.  He  is 
n#w»palo,  aad  tboakin  is  disposed  to  perspire  very 
^rdadily.  Be  atatea  that  he  Is  extremely  low  spirited, 
fiwqaently  gives  way  ta  tears,  and  is  readily  alatmed, 
having  become  very  timid,  especially  when  alone  at 
night.  This  timidity  Is  accompanied  by  tbe  hysteric 
glabas.  He  has  conataat  aenaa  of  wdgbt  at  the  top  of 
tba  head,  and  a  Ibw  daya  ago  after  a  strong  mentdl 
shock,  laboored  under  the  delusion  that  there  were 
]^9T%\  persona  In  tbe  rooni  talking  with  Um.  Satfl»rs 
ftfom  palpitation  on  the  least  exertion.  He  complaina 
of  an  alternate  sense  of  burning  and  throbbing,  but 
someiimes  sharp,  pain  In  the  left  hypochondrium,  with 
teadamaas  at  the-eplgastthim  and  over  all  the  left  side 
of  tbe  abdomen,  oven  on  pinching  the  skin  ;  there  are 
no  emctaiions  now,  but  ocdaaional  borborygari ;  livea 
now  chiefly  on  bread  and  butter,  and  atates  that  meat 
ffivee  rise  to  a  sense  of  epigastric  wdgbt.  His  bowela  ara 
irregular,  at  one  time  constipated,  at  another  purged, 
and  the  food  he  takes  sometimea  ocoadons  diarrhosa. 
The  pulse  is  weak ;  longne  pale,  flabbyi  ratliar 
tremulous,  indented  at  the  edges,  covered  with  sligllt 
white  for,  and  watery.  He  complain^  of  an  acUag 
pain  in  tbe  loins,  sooaatimes  shooting  round  the  abdo-' 
men,  but  chiefly  to  the  left  side ;  tenderneas  over  apine« 
and  eapecially  on  the  left  side  of  it,  from  thelQiittr4oraal 
vertebra  to  tbe  sacrum,  pres«aia  in  this  sitnatioa 
giving  rise  to  a  shooting  pain  over,  the  left  si4e  of  tbo 
abdomen.  Urine  exessi«ely  abundant  and  passed  ii| 
large  quantities  every  two  hours;  itwaaclear^add, and 
on  standing  for  thirty  honr^  de^oaited  a  alight  dqiidt 
consisting  of  aggregated  minute  fermentation  globule*, 
numerous  small  octobedra,  with  a  few  cryatala  of  uric 
acid ;  tbe  specific  gravity  was   1009 ;  no  alboiMa ; 
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Tronmer's  tett  g«ve  do  iodiestimi  of  ngar.  Ortfwed 
B«lbceri0«  Salph.,  gr.  ^.;  Estr.  Gent,  q.  •.,  pro  pU.  Mr 
die  »nmtod. 

!Mtb.  No  Improreneiit  in  bft  fen«ra]  tyaittoiM  vp 
to  Chft  time.    OxAlaSef  d!up|>oamd  from  the  vilne. 

26tb.  Hat  Wen  able  to  obtain  tome  meat  tbe  Inat 
i«o  dajf ;  rode  at  far  at  FInebtey  yetttriayy  and  wat 
leat  nerroiit  all  tbe  doT.  Urine  of  latt  twentj-fonr 
bonn,fiTepintt,  add,  pale,  uf  tpedflc  graviij  1015;  on 
ttaading  tbirty  bonra  •  tligbt  claod  lonnad  u  tbe 
boito»,  with  minnte  dark  polnta  in  it,  wbiqb  wtra 
foand  to  beeryttala  oi  nric  aeid»  vbUa  tha  dead  con* 
tialad  of  faraantatieft  ^abalet  aa  baAfe^  wUb  «  rary 
Um^  and  thaaa  aaall,  oalabadi*. 

SSihi  Bad  toaia  beef  far  dianar  oa  the  9601,  wbicb 
did  not  agrea  with  hlatv  aad  be  baa  aot  baaa  to  veil 
aiaae.  Uiioe  foar  piau  ia  tbe  laat  t«t0ty.lear  brnna, 
cxtreaielj  pale,  acid,  of  tpeeific  gravity  1003,ooataSaiag 
abandaace  of  glebolea  aa  before^  with  Yibrioaea  aad 
aa  oeaaaioaal  ainate  octahedron.    Milk  diet. 

31  aL  Haa  taken  bread  and  ailk  aad  fiadt  it  agree 
varj  well  with  him ;  be  toiTert  no  teate  of  weight  after 
it.  Rode  to  Hampatead  jettarday,  aad  felt  aiacb 
batter  afterwardt,  baving  lott  bit  headache  ^d  the 
boming  testation  ia  the  tide.  Urine  of  tbe  laat  twenty- 
foar  boart  not  quite  foar  pintt,  tligbtlj  eloadj,  with 
a  alight  oload-Hke  depoaft,  add,  of  tpertfio  gravity  1016 1 
depotit  containt  a  eonaiderable  aamber  of  aaiall 
oetobedra  and  tone  cryttale  of  nric  aeid.  Ceat&a. 
pil.  Capiat  Palv.  Ipecac.  Co.,  gr.  ▼.,  naeta  maneqoe. 

September  Sri,  On  tbe  evening  of  9ftt,  in  oonte. 
qaence  of  tone  mental  annoyance,  wat  atfzed  with 
tavere  retching  and  violent  headache,  bat  both  are  now 
laat ;  tlUl  oonplaina  of  globna.  Urine  of  latt  twenty-' 
foor  bann  three  pintt,  clear,  with  a  eery  aKght 
doad  at  tbe  bottom,  ennaittlag  of  oataht bra,  add,  •§ 
apadfia  gtavity  1017.  Admitted  lata  Untvenity  GoUega 
Botpital.  Contin.  Pal  v.  Ipecae.  Ce. 
'  9th.  Haa  been  ia  every  reapeet  improving  tinea  bit 
admittion  into  tbe  botpital,  and  bat  been  tfet  from 
baadacfae  the  latt  few  dayt,  dace  hit  diet  baa  been 
Improved.  Sleep  it  defective.  There  it  tome  tender- 
aaia  over  one  or  two  of  tbe  npper  dortal  vertebrte.  Urine 
af  tpedfic  gravity  1021 ;  depotit  at  before,  containing  an 
oocadonal  amall  octohedron.  Contin.  Folv.  Ipecac,  Co. 
K.  Ammon.  Setquicarb.,  gr.  iv.  j  Inf.  Gent.  ozj. ; 
Aq.  Mentb.  Pip.,  os.  tt.  Fiat  baatt.  ter  die  tnmend. 
A  pint  of  porter  daily. 

From  thia  time  hit  health  regularly  improved.  Be 
tlept  better,  apd  in  a  abort  time  began  toga*n  fleth  aad 
ttrengtb ;  hit  arina  waa  occatioaally  examined  bat  no 
axalatat  coald  be  ditcavered  ia  it.  Tincture  of  tetqai- 
chloride  of  iroa  waa  pretcribed,  and  ^  waa  ditoharged 
on  tbe  lOtb  of  October,  There  it  reaton  to  believe 
that  dadag  tbe  latter  part  of  bia  ttay  ia  the  botpital 
ba  wat  vary  anch  exaggaratiag  hit  complaintt. 

lUmarkt,  —  Altboogh  fatltfactory  iattaacet  have 
been  recorded  of  paroxytmal  bytteria  in  tbe  male, 
ftocb  occnrrenoet  are  to  be  regarded  aa  amnngtt  thoee 
rare  phenomena  which  iinr  are  likdy  to  meet  with 
In  tbe  coarte  of  their  profetdonal  career.  Hytteria, 
however,  ia  nat  a  diaaate  of  paroxytait  alone;  it  it 


BH»e  empblically  ttlTI  a  date  orcoaditioB  cbaraderized 
by  aa  exagg^ratloa   of  tbe  aerroaa  phenomena  of 
bealtb  or  diteate,  whether  thete  be  exhibited  ia  tbw 
mental   condSdnn  of  tbe  patient,  Ma  tentatioat,  er 
aMy^aoMhta.    TImfdIty,  laeqaalfty  of  temper,  a  dit- 
podifab  to-  aaMaa  maaHbatallattt  of  gik»f  of  j^y— oftta 
on  tbe   mott  trivial  groaada,— an  agitated  maaaer,< 
tenpoiai^  flladdn  of  tba  tpedal  aeaaea,  tplaaliirita. 
tioa,  aMMbg*  paiaa  and  tandemeit  in  Tariea*  pattt  ef  ^ 
tbe  body,  axaadta  eadto»BW>toiypbanomeaapalpita.^ 
tioa,  byttafteal  gMMa,  bydraria.  Ice.,  an  iamagit  the 
m^  pfaalaeal  iadlaaiiona  af  the  byttari^  eoatHla-* 
tioa ;  and  ft  It  by  Iba  ptaaence  -of  a  greater  or  Itta' 
aaabar  of  tbaaa  ihki  we  laoognlse  the  afltetloo,  not 
Only  when  it  oocaia  ia  the  female,  bat  alto  whea  w»' 
meet  with  it  ia  the  male.   By  o6mparing  the  above  ette 
with  tbit  batty  and  Imperlect  antUne  we  ahall  readily 
recognize  ila  pdadpal  feataree.     The  eaua  of  the 
diaeate  wat,  aa  aaoal  ia  maleay  the  combiaation  of 
anpleaaaat  aad  paiaAil  amotiaaa  and  meatal  aaxiety, 
with  debility,  reaaldag  in  thia  inatanee  from   dote 
coafinemeat  to  bndneat  and  imperibct  noarithmc&t.' 
Spedftc  gravHj  1003,  it  the  lowett  dentity  of  nriaeiD 
which  I  have  noticed  the  pretence  of  oxalate  of  lime. 
The  octohedra  diaappearcd  aa  the  patieaift  ttreagib 
waa  reatored  by  a  proper  diet,  aad  aa  the  aervoaa 
exdtemeat  ander  which  halaboaiad  waaabamd  by  tha 
ate  of  opiom,  aad  tbe  removal  of  irritatiag  caoiaa. 


T.V- 


Can  V.^HraTgau.. 
>,  aged  55  yean,  reddtag  fa  a  healthy  pait 


<fi  tbe  city,  of  a  obeerfol  ditpotilSan  when  in  health,, 
married,  and  of  temperate  habitt,  applied  at  the  dit- 
pantaiy  on  the  2Sod  of  September,  1646,  in  aoneeqaeace 
of  having  become  "extremely  nervont,"  timid*  aad 
low-tpiritad.  When  young  he  served  on  boerd  one  of 
tbe  £att  India  Company't  thipt,  and  when  be  left  the 
tea  he  wat  engaged  to  copy  law  deodt.  Foar  yeara 
ago  be  had  a  fit,  daring  which  he  entirely  lott  bit  cop* 
tdontnett  for  half  an  hoar,  and  it  waa-.  preceded  by  a 
tcDte  of  lownett  and  giddinett.  Ever  tince  that  time- 
he  bat  becone  weaker,  and  bat  fretted  a  great  deal  on 
accoant  of  inability  to  obtain  employmenu  A  twelve- 
month  ago  he  loat  one  jof  bit  tont  tnddenly,  which 
made  a  great  impreadon  on  bit  mind,  and  daring  the 
laat  few  weekt  bat  fdt  ttill  more  annoyed  by  one  of  hit 
daa'ghtert  entering  a  convent  contrary  to  hit  witbti^ 
Very  tbortly  after  thia  latt  occarrence,  nearly  ttz  weekt 
ago,  be  began  to  lota  bit  appetite,  and  to  become  much 
mora  nervout  than  ever  he  wat  before,  becoming ttartled 
at  tbe  digbtett  noite,  if  tadden,  and  at  taoh  tiau 
tafiering  from  palpitation.  At  the  tame  time,  he  begts 
to  feel  very  languid,  and  low^irited,  and  it  now  {rt- 
qaeatly  ditpoted  to.  thed  taart,  aa  inclination  wbich^ 
thoogh  he  rarely  givea  way  to  it,  yat  ba.  findt  daily 
gnowiag  apoa  Uia.  Be  it  mod  low*tpirited  ia  tha 
momiagt,  and  tometimea  ia  at  cbeerfnl  aa  utaal  for  the 
tpace  of  an  hour,  or  two;  be  hat  didlactly  lott  detb 
daring  the  latt  dx  weekt;  be  complaint  of  paia,  of  a 
thooting  obaraoter,  ia  the  templet,  etpecially  ia  tbe  Uttp 
where  it  it  accompanied  by  tandemeaa;  bit  dght  ia 
dim,  and  f^cqaaslly  be  baa  a  teata  of  ataa  ioatiag 
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Won  bit  tym  ttoept  badly ;  bft  «bok  m»no«r  i* 

qnick  and  agitated ;  tbe  bandi  tnmbio  maob,  and  tbe 

lipiandebinqaiverat  lie  spaaks;  taffara  from  ilat«^ 

lanca  a«d  borboryga!  ;  eomplaioi  aapaoially  of  a  flau 

teriag  pain  at  a  apot  of  (ba  aplgastriam,  whicb  ha  can 

««var  with  hia  fiagor,  atpadaUy  ja?ara  oa  tuijr  azaitivii, 

Iwt  raliarad  bj  flatolfat  aruotatioaa  9  baa  ocoaaiooal 

^lartlBff  paim  under  the  Utt  braaat;  tbeca  ia  taadanHjat 

at  ^igaatriiiMt  b«t  aonaotacjdie  apina  ^  beavla  aagnlaf, 

SmtthaatpaliaraaMaty;  tovgaauentiO^s;  pnlfadO; 

«si^  aKceaaita  ia  qnantity^id,  of  api^ifi^  frpvity  1034, 

.throve  dovn  a  alight  clond-Uke  depoalty-coatainisgaome 

^lyatala  of  uric  acid,  but  no  oetobedra  <)r  etl^r  forma  of 

oxalate  of  lime.    Ordered-<-R.    Calomelapoai  gr.  y.j. 

Palir.Zingib.,gr.ij.;  Pulv.  Jalapaj,  gr.  xr.    Ft.  Pu\%, 

atatim  aoaend.  et  craa  mane  repete&d. 

Sdtb.  Haa  loat  hie  headache,  bat  otberwiae  ia  mach 
the  same;  ariae,  fire  pinta  in  tbe  laat  twenty  .foor  hoora, 
very  pale,  of  specific  gravity  iei6,  preaents  a  slight 
«Io«d.lika  deposit,  along  with  some  red  sand;  no 
ozaUtes  in  the  d^osit.  R.  Olei  Crotonis,  git.  ^.;. 
UicsBFania.q.s.propiLTj.    Capt.  j.  omni  noete. 

29th.  Pills  act  too  powerfally ;  preTiooaly  to  yester- 
day  tbe  fluttering  at  the  ep|ga«triom  had  lessened,  and 
be  had  felt  mneh  more  cheerfal;  bat  all  the  foi«noon  of 
that  day  was  unnsually  low.spfrited,  and  tbe  palpiCa- 
iSOby  wittrflttffertng  at theepigastrlum,  was tfoablesotte ; 
ha  knows  no  cause  ibf  this  aodtfen  change ;  hie  tiabner 
is  mora  coUeeted;  nothhig  morbid  discoverable  on 
physical  examinatiotf  df  tbe  ehest;'  first  sound  0/  heart 
nther  tripping  in  ehasaater;  nrina  stiU  «ontaJ&a  ftlittie 
ledjaad.ofapeoifiognurltf  1038.  ConiiD.pa.cam  0L> 
Croionli^  gtt  jn  lantam. 

^  Oetober  find.  SHU  very  nervoas  uad  Tariable  aa 
tagarda  bla  spirits;  has  lost  the  ahoattag  pain  in  the 
left  aide  9  oomplaina  of  strange  aeaaalions  at  tba  epi. 
^astrians ;.  bowels  regular;  urtne  of  last  twent^-foor 
hours  four  pints,  pale,  and  oontainlng  a  finr  crystals  of 
urto  acid,  of  apecific  gravity  1016.  Contin*  pil.  K^ 
BebeerfoB  Sulpb.,  gr.  v;  Exir.  Gent  q.  s.  pro  pil.  ler 
die  sumend. 

6th.  Feels  very  much  better;  has  no  headache  or 
appearaoce  of  stars  before  his  eyes;  complains  of 
little  more  than  flatulence  and  lowness of  spirits;  takes 
his  pills  only  eveiy  othtfr  nigfht,  aM  the  bowels  aro 
regular;  urine  of  last  twent^-fotr  hours  1iv9  pints, 
of  specific  gruTity  lOU;  no  galine  deposit. 

9th.  Believes  he  is  gaining  strength ;  is  less  nervous; 
Is  in  better  spirit! ;  and  his  appettie,  which  has  been 
nther  capricious,  is  now  much  improved ;  urtna  pale, 
elondy,  depositing  a  slight  cloud  at  the  bottom,  which 
Ifctttained  a  large  number  of  cfreular  tbin  plataa,  of  aH 
aiaes,  some  vai^  minute,  and  uoro  or  leas  distlnetly 
narked  with  concentric  linea;-  re-aotlon  moderately 
acid ;  spedfii^^ravlty  1015. 

13th.  Has  not  suffered  from  lowness  of  spirlu  ainoe 
last  visit,  and  is  far  less  nervous;  is  distinctly  gaining 
strength,  and  sleeps  better;  there  is  very  slight  flut- 
tering, and  tenderness  remaining  now  at  epigastrium ; 
urine  pale,  of  specific  gravity  1017,  moderauly  acid, 
and  presents  no  saline  deposit. 

29rl  Sihce  last  visit  hat  b«en  residing  at  Putne^; 


sutea  that  he  is  now  nearly  aa  atrong  aa  when  in  his 
usual  health ;  has  not  (bit  low-spirited,  and  is  far  less 
easily  startled ;  soma  epigastric  fluttering  and  tender- 
nesa  atill  remaining ;  urine  presents  no  saline  deposit. 

November  9th.  Haa  eontinned  improving  in  every 
respect  up  to  thia  time,  and  now  conaidart  himself  pev- 
frcUy  reoovered.    Discharged. 

Remarh.'-*Th6  hysterical  character  of  thii  ease  was ' 
manifested  in  the  irrf'gulsr  cheerfulness  and  auddeb 
alteratlcni  to  deproasion  of  spirits  under  which  the* 
psfieht  fahottred ;  by  a  timidity,  not  only  oncommoii  in 
bit  sex';  bit  qutte  tinnkual  iti  himself ;  by  the  agttaHott- 
of  his  mittner,-the  nervous  charteter  of  hia  pains,  isiid 
the  abundant  limpid  urioe  wMeh  ha  paated.  I  haw 
only  fdrtber  to  obaarv«,  that  this  ia  the  only  caaa  ia 
which  f  hare  aodoed  the  eecurrenee  of  the  dinaUr 
form  of  dsaiate  of  lime  without  the  appeAraaoe  of 
octobedri  in  some  part  of  its  course*  It  appeara  to  me 
tO'indicate  a  very  slight  disposition  to  the  foraution  of 
oxalic  gcid  in  the  system.  I  may  direct  atteotioa  agaia 
to  this  illustration  of  the  value  of  the  aulphata  of 
bebeerino  as  a  toflie. 

(2^  6e  con/i;r«ed.) 

PROVINCIAL 

iMe^ical^  i&nr^tcal  SiurnaU 

WEDNESDAT,    JtJLY  28,  1847. 


.  In  the  discusaions  which  have  taken  place  on 
.vaiioua  occasions  in  raference  to  the  remunera- 
.tioi^of  medical  men  for  their  professional  ser- 
vic«s>  there  ia  one  point  which,  as  it  avpjMira  to 
ua,  haa  not  been  sufficiently  attended  to.  We 
allude  to  the  bearings  of  the  question  on  medical 
ethics.  To  encourage  a  high  tone  of  prof^lonal 
feeling,  such  as  has  indeed-  ever  characterioad 
the  true  phystciaa  in  his  tntercoorse  with 
those  who  are  unable  to  make  any  adeqaata 
return,  is  one  of  the  most  important  objects  of 
the  medical  moralist.  For  numerous  admirable 
examples  of  this  feeling,  it  is  only  necessary  te 
refer  to  the  recorded  actions  of  the  eminent 
physicians  and  surgeons  of  past  ages,  as  pour« 
trayed  in  any  medico-biographical  work.  The 
short  sketch  of  the  lives  of  twelve  of  these  wor- 
thies, lately  given  to  the  world  ih  the  translation 
of  the  Akesius  of  Professor  Marx  by  one  of  our 
associates, .affords  very  many  instances,  and  the 
weU-known  sentiment,  of  Boer  haa  ve,  that  the 
poor  are  our  best  patients,  for  God  is  their  pay- 
master, was  clearly  a  ruling  principle  with 
many  of  these  whose  honoured  namea.AM  con- 
tinually before  us,  end  wbose  example  in  their 
relations  towards  the  .suffering  poor,  will,  we 
trust,  ever  be  cherished  and  followed* 

But  it  is  precisely  that  this  feeling  may  be 
kept  up  that  we  are  desirous  of  seeing  a  better 
system  prevail  than  is  now  so  generally  actqd 
on.    If  the  medical  praotitioner  owes  a  duty  to 
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Mlow  man,  sod  with  cUvahovtandderoted 
energy,  refardleti  of  danger,  it  ever  foand 
xeady  to  discharge  it,  surely  tbere  it  tom^ 
cootideration  due  to  him  in  return.    If  he  bf 


found  ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  teapond    underling,  are  all  that 


to  the  call  of  distress,  and  to  adminliter 
professional  asaistance  to  those  who  stand  in 
seed  of  it,  it  is  in  like  manner  for  the  advantage 


of   t)ie  community   that  any  public  eerviees    repcetetative,  the  Lord  Ijiwitemnt 


rendered  by  him  should  be  liberally  and  cheer- 
.fnUy  rewanled.  The  eforta  which  are  made 
by  the  profeaaien,  through  the  maty  local 
Tolief  ■aeietiea,^thiioiigh  the  B«ieTolent  Futd 
ef  .this  Aaaoeiatioa^-*-and  moreiecent^b4hroufi 
»t]ieGeneral  Medical AattuilyFiind,toaMlandsnf.i4befA  Lieotenant^  from  the  Treaanry,  (by  Mr. 
portthefalniK«eofthoeew]iobvre«pentaiife,pea  i  TrerelyaiiyMD  which  the^ffir  ia  made  to^send 


known.  Neglect  and  contumely,  a  mere 
oflBlcial  acknowledgement  of  the  xeceipt  of  tbe 
^communication*  or  a  refusal  to  attend  to  it, 
conveyed  in  the  ^ool  language  of  some  official' 


by  each  epplioations.  Is  the  practice  now  isM 
proved?  Let  our  readers  turn  to  the  reply 
(publiahed  in  another  column,)  of  Her  Majeeiy^t- 


to  the  menmrial  ligned  by  one  thenaaad  physic 
ciana  and-murgeent.  It  it  neediest  to  say  what 
the  effect  of  the  reference  to  the  («(|cds  of  tb^ 
Treatory  therein  qpokenof  will  be  whei^  veleam 
>ihet  a  letter  hm  already  been  eddietaed  to  the 


eiMy  a  len^one  too,  of  active  exertion,  te  alten*- 
ance  on  the  tick,  itrithout  &ttMng  a  sufficient 
Income  from  which  to  make  provision  for  tVte 
'future,  shews  the  necessity  whicA  exists  that  an 
adequate  return  be  made  for  services  so  bestowed^ 
In  order  that  the  medical  man  should  he 
benevolent  and  charitable  in  the  exercise  of 
his  professional  calling,  the  public  should  be 
just  i  and  to  require  of  him  to  give  his  time,  his 
ialents*  and  his  daya  and  nights  of  labo.ur  in  the 
publip  aervice«  for  a  salary  barely  sufficient, 
/or  the  expense  of  the  medicinea  and  applJaneee 
which,  he  is  alee  called  upon  .toe«pply,,is  to^ 
cripple  his  beet  efforts  in- the  cauee  of  humaniify 

« 

1 


to  engender  feelings  meet  inimical  te  the^  'propoted  te  treat  the  repi^entatiDH  with  **  silent 
exercise  of  those  principles  by  wfaiek  it  ie  tlve-'  contempt/'  A  similar  inenH'  wMa'^iff^eveiet  the 
^ry  of  the  genuine  physician  to-be  inffuenced,*  ~       ' 

end  to  convert  the  high*minded  member  of  a 
liberal  p^ofestjion  into  the  slave  of  men,  the 
sum  of  whose  existence  iamade  up  of  miserable 

calculations  of  hbw  much  can  be  extracted  from 

■•*■ 

the  beet  feelings  of  others,  at  the  smallest 
possible  expense  to  themselves. 

This  injurious  system  of  throwing  the  entire 
charge  of  the  sick  poor  upon  the  members  of 
a  profession,  whose,  gratuitous  services  are  and 
have  ever  been  at  the  call  of  humanity,  is  a 
crying  public  evil  which  it.  is  the  real  interest  of 
the  public  speedily  to  get  rid  of;  and  we  rejoice^ 
to  see  that  medical  men  are  at  last  beginning 
te  arouse' themselves  to  the  endeavour  to  remedy 
ihit  evil.  The  memorial  of  the  Irish  physiciaAs ' 
•nd  surgeons  is  already  before  our  readers.  A 
meeting  of  the  pedicel  officers  of  the  Hidifax 
Union  has  lately  been  held,  at  which  a  series 
of  resolutions,  inserted  in  another  column,  was 
adopted,  and  presented  to  the  Halifax  Board  of 
Guardians.  Another  meeting  of  medical  officers 
of  Poor-Law  Unions  is  to  take  place  this  day  at 
Matlock  Baih;  and  the  example  will,  we  trust, 
be  generally  followed. 

The  manner  in  which  former  applicetiobs  to^ 
the  Poor-Law  authorities  have  been  met>  it  well 


eter  ae  many  am^  and  nav^  turgeont  at  would 
be  required,  if  the  IHth  medicid  men  refused 
tbe  terms  of  the  Government  for  attendance  on 
the  itver  hospitals  ! 

The  Halifax  District  contains  a  population  of 
19,681,  in  an  area  of  990  acres;  the  medical 
officer  receives  4s.  4jd.  per  day  for  attend- 
ai^cf  lyad  medicine.  This  is  equivalent  to  S|d. 
for  ei^h  viait  paid,  the  medicines  being  incladedf 
On  the  receipt  of  the  repreeentation  of  the 
«Mdieel.ofltoert  of  the  HaUfas  Uaipiw  in  which 
theestent  of  the  tervieea.peifomed,  and  the 
enadtqeaey  of  the  Mmmseeelieii  were  ttmpe- 
mtefy  peinleA  out^  one  of  the  Gttardiena  actually 


CanA»ridge  Beard  eeme  time  Ago;  when  on  an 
application  for  an  increase  of  talary  to  the 
officers  of  the  diflTtrictt,  two  of  the  Guardians 
proposed  that  the  increase  should  be  "one  far* 
thing."  It  is  true  that  in  thete  instances  the 
insult  did  not  pass  unrebuked ;  the  Cambridge 
Guardians  have  increased  the  salaries  of  their 
medical  officers,  though  to  a  very  inadequate 
amount ;  and  the  Ualifax  Guardians  have  agreed 
to  take  the  resolutiofui  into  eontideration.  .Bat 
the  very  circumttanoe  of  aueh  low-minded  in- 
dividuala  at  those  referred  to»  being  permitted 
to  exereiae  e  voice  in  the  queetien  of  remune* 
ration  lor  the  tervieet  of  gentlemen  of  educa- 
tion and  intelligence,  thewt  thee  it  it  ahtotateir 
neeetaary  for  the  profettion  teeombine  togflhtr 
and  themtelvet  eettle  I3ie  minimam  amount  of 
remunetatlon  whidi  alone  thonld  be  accepttdl 
It  would  he  far  better  that  the  duties  should 
be  performed  altogether  gratuitoualy,  and  tbe 
proper  acknowledgment  made  that  il  is  so,  thsn 
that,  with  such  an  altogether  insignificant,  and 
insufficient  amount  of  salary,  the  members  of 
the  pTofessioa  should  burden  th.eniselves  with 
the  expense  of  medicines,  &C.,  and  submit  to  tht 
thraldom  and  intuitt  of  Poor-Lew  and  Govern*' 
ment  aiilheritiet. 
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ihn»eetiifti8»  Of  ilociftfra. 

'south-eastern  branch  of  the  mo- 

VINCUL     BfEOICAL     AND      SURGICAL 
ASSOCIATION. ' 

AKWAL  ilBBTINO. ' 

The  iBikwiBir  pftpnr^vtt  read  by  Mr. 'Mania,  of 


n 


MmicAL  Appmssfiietattir* 

A  paragripli  has  receufly  gone  tbe  found  of  Ae 
vtrnw^mfkHio  the  eflleet,  (hat  Mte'  Btotiaci  C#«tli 
iNulgmaa  hmftrad  padmdt,  and  tHe-Biihayof  in, 
David'a  Mf  poandk,  to  aooM  teod^oitaUMM  at 
fiffmioiham,  tohto.aaaihdila  io  lolkv^yoftK  to  ha 
adncatad  to  dte  aMdieal  profcaiioa  item  the  digwidMiy 
Mnooew  affoctiaf  thair  appvantlceabip. 

It  baa  bean  of  lata  yeara  a  son  of  fasbioo  lo  aboae. 
■ladical  apprentaeesbip,  aa  if  it  ware  ao  aaqiiestioDa4» 
and  noqoestionable  fact,  that  the  coaiae  of  tnitioD 
under  that  form  of  obligation  was  bniailiatiag  and 
degrading  to  the  popil,— a  serrile  occapatlon,  teaebing 
nothing  hot  the  mere  mechanical  composition  of  drugs 
at  the  counter,— a  waste  therefore  of  ihidoiible  time, 
and  a  Ibrm  of  discipHmi  to  be  repudiated  and  cast  olf 
as  soon  as  posrible. 

Were  this  thtf  abseinie  fact.'htindieatfoB  M  ilp^ 
'f*eatieMhi^  VMnfld-bo  m  vaio  dttcmpt;  bat  Iho  oi^' 
soal  ohjeetioii  wUeb  MM  he  suggested  Ss  the  length 
4f  ffta  daimiaa.  flio  aarieat  period  of  savao  yisaia 
.kaBkaaB0lvaaiif>rlo^gagOb  The  period  of  Are  yo^i^r 
oaasMishadhy  tba  act  of  1815,  is,  unless  nnder  spec^; 
oirennntancos,  loofer  than  is  akoobualy  aacssslry » 
bot  *  serritnda  for  the  full  period  is  now  vary  seldopr 
iosiated  oo,  the  last  two  years  being  relinquished  to 
be  devoted  to  the  attendance  oo  lectures  and  hospital 
studies  by  a  judicious  and  previously  understood 
airaiigement. 

As  the  resolt  of  experience  and  mature  reflection 
oo  this  subject,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  a 
youth  destined  for  the  medical  profession  as  a  general 
practitioner,  after  aa  adequate  preliminary  educatioa, 
of  a  libaral  aod  comprebensire  character,  eanaol  cobh 
soBoe  his  professional  education  better  than  by  being 
ottplOyed  for  three  yeare  in  acquiring  a  kaowledge  of 
Ike  varioBs  articles  of  the  Materia  Madica--* 
.jptcoliar  chaaotaiistics-^their  sensible  and 
jpropaniaB'  thrir  praparetioa  and  composition  in  all 
,;tlio  varioM  forms  in  which  they  are  dispensed  and. 
administered  in  the  cure  of  disease  *,  tberebj  improring 
the  education  of  the  senses,  acquiring  a  readiness  and 
a  quIijclKneas  of  maoipnlationj  an  accuracy  and  perfec- 
tioo  in  the  combination  and  oreparation  of  medicines. 
In  rain  are  the  best  and  wisest  prescriptions  devised, 
lanlem  they  are  prepared  witb  correctness,  and  with 
asedicines  of  the  best  and  ^oest  quality.  It  i^  w^^ 
known  that  the  sophistication  and  adulteration  Of 
articles  of  the  Materia  Mediea  are  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent,  and  it  is  of  the  greatest  imporUnce  to 
\t  enabled'  to  distinguish  between  good  and  bad 
aedidaa.    And  here  it  may  frirly  be  askod,  of  what  * 


i^sponanca  is .  the .  cost  or  price  of  artielea  of  tho 
Materia  Mediea,  .wh^  compared  with  the  risk  of  tha 
inefficieocy  or  failure  of  inferior  medidoes,  in  the 
treatment  of  either  acute  or  chronic  ^sease,  more 
especially  in  cases  where  the  life  of  the  patient  may 
depend  on  the  speedy  effect  of  medicinal  Bleaas^ 
And  what  medical  practitioner  can  have  a  moment's- 
peace  of  mind  if  be  has  doubts  as  to  the  purity  and 
efficacy  of  the  medidoes  he  prescribes  ?  ' 

To  the  an  of  the  neat  and  correct  preparhtlon  of 
mediAne  might  be  added,  to  a  certain  es^tent,  tho 
use  of  the  stiN,  the  retort,  and 'the  cradble;  la  the 
hooM  laboretory,  as  being  imitaediataly  bdneflclal  to- 
tho  fmp^Af  hi  assisting  his  knowledgO  of  pliarmaoentical 
f  hamistry,  promoting  his  familiarity  with  the  proeessea 
ol'dhomlcal  sdeace  when  bo  pitoeeada  to  the  great 
sehoolaoftlianietrepolia.  ThonHUiolBOtariagchamista 
of  tha  present  day  are  ia  tho  habit  of  supplying  so 
ma^y  forma  of  madidne  ready  prepared,  which  fadlitt^ 
the  dispensing  department  to  sncb  an  extant  that  the 
apprentice  is  spared  the  performaace  of  aiaay  opera* 
tipns  which  were  formeriy  done  at  home.  This» 
however,  is  in  some  respects  a  disadvantage,  so  far 
ss  that  the  amount  of  labour  aod  variety  of  manipn(a- 
tiob  are  too  much  diminished. 

To  this  knowledge  of  the  Materia  Mediea,  and  of 
pharmacy,  is  added  a  knowledge  of  therapeiitics,  s» 
far  as  it  may  be  furnished  to  the  pupil  in  private 
practice  by  the  observation  of  cases  'Of  disease  and 
their  treatsaeat.  Stfrgical,  ai  wsAI  as  mdlical,  cases,, 
cosae'  aader  his  observation,  sad  ha  beeomes  familiar 
with  tho  ariaor  operetioas  of  soigery.  Osteology  la 
oae  of  those  suljacia  which  amy  be  mastered  during 
an  apprenticeship* 

With  -rsapect  to  readiag,  a  jodidoosly  selected 
series  of  medical  aothon  will  be  a  accessary  part  of 
tho  coarse  of  iastroction;  not  the  mere  manuals  and 
cbMS  books,  as  being  the  short  cuts  to  knowledge,  bnt 
the  worits  of  the  authors  of  the  highest  repnte  la 
medicine.  These,  if  written  in  the  Latin  or  Preack 
language,  should  be  read,  if  possible,  in  the  originals,, 
and  not  in  translations ;  and  no  youth  should  be  re- 
ceived as  an  apprentice  who  is  uinable  to  read  suck 
Wbrks  with  facility.  A  knowledge  of  these  languages 
implies  the  other  branches  of  a  liberal  education ;  and 
no  young  person  should  be  educated  to  the  medical 
profession  Who  hss  not  had  the  advantage  of  good 
scholastic  disdpline,  and  has  acquired  a  fair  amount 
of  aeienoe  and  literature,  general  and  classical. 

If  the  apprenticeship  should  be  carried  out  In  London, 
or  a  large  provincial  town,  various  accessaries  in  the 
attainment  of  knowledge  will  be  available.  If  in  the 
coontiy,  the  sta4y  of  botany  and  of  other  brancbea- 
lA  natural  history  may  be  cultivated  with  success. 

If  it  should  be  alleged  that  the  pupil  will  scarcely 
find  time  for  these  different  objects  of  puigait,  it  awy  bo 
aaswered,  that  nothing  can  be  done  without  industry  ; 
and  much  may  be  accomplished  by  the  habit  of  early- 
rising.  The  time  Won  in  the  morning  will  be  found.of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  u  a  habit  to  be  acquired*, 
if  not  already  possessed. 

Among  die  habits  to'  be  avoided  is  tbat  of  tobacco- 
smoidng;  odious  and  vulgar  as  It  is  whoever  may  be 
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•addicted  to  it|  it  is  peculiarly  objectionably  in  jrouth 
in  eoQne  of  education  for  the  medical  profetsiioQ— 
-ofeiisiTe  «•  it  neceiMrily  oiuat  be  to  patienti  who  are 
XOfQisant  of  it,  either  by  eight  or  smell.  Independent 
.  of  ita  pemictotti  effects  also,*  it  marks  an  inferiority  of 
mind,  and  a  disposition  to  other  idle  and  lounging 
^bits— babits  iojurioos  in  a  high  degree,  if  not  fatal, 
to  mental  progress  and  to  the  acqusition  of  knowledge. 

At  an  ege  of  some  importance  to  moral  purity,  the 

pup|il,  in  the  decorums  and  proprieties  of  a  f  rirate 

,lamUy,  continues  to  be  a  youth  of  unexceptionable 

^ndttct ;  with  sound  principles  and  a  well-regulated 

mind,  be  becomes  fully  prepared  for  the  grea^  schools 

of  the  Metropolis.    By  a  judicious  and  harmonious 

-combination  of  rarious  employments,  and  an  indnstri* 

.  out  pnrsnit  of  them  during  a  three  years'  apprenticahtp, 

a  variety  of  knowledge  and  habits  of  conduct,  iuTalu- 

nble  in  after  life,  are  firmly  esublished.  , 

Throughout  bis  professional  career,  the  practitioner 
will  re0ect,<wijih  an  assured  conriction,  that  the  whole- 
some discipline  of  bis  apprenticeship  was  of  ines- 
limable  value  to  him,  in  many  respects;  and  he  enjoys 
the  comfort  and  satisfaction  to  feel  assured  that  the 
iftedidaes  he  has  prescribed  may  be  depended  upon 
for  their  fenninenees  and  their  efficacy,  whether  pre- 
•pared  by  his  own  band,  or  by  those  of  other  trust- 
worthy persons  in  his  establishment.    He  will  have 
none  of  the  spurious  and  absurd  pride  of  supposing 
that  his  apprepticeship  has  been  in  anywise  humiliating 
to  him ;  but  that  tbe  manusl  labour,  with  the  lore 
acquired  for  professional  and    intellectual    pursuits, 
with  medical  literature,  had  a  decided  and  farourable 
influence,  in  increased  power  and  vigour  of  thought, 
and  of.  action.    The  apprenticeship  being  concluded, 
the  student  is  well  disposed   and    well  qualified  to 
pursue  with  due  effect  his   hospital  studies,  and  to 
-acquire  the  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  the 
great  schools*    His  reward — the  pure  and  elevated 
pieiuiures  attending  the  acquisition  of  that  knowledge, 
and  its  application  to  a  successful    practice.     And 
although,  having  to  get  a  liring  by  bis  profession,  not 
able  to  accomplish  so  profound  and  comprehensive 
an  education  as  might  be  wished,  and  such  as  has  been 
for  ezsmple  shadowed  forth  in  the  Hunteriao  Orations 
for  1840  and  1847,  yet  his  superiority  is  felt  and 
acknowledged  in  society,    as  an  example  of  nnex- 
ceptionable    morals,    easy,,   unaffected,    gentlemanly 
manners,  and  as  an  able  and  skilful  practifiooer. 

In  offering  these  few  observations  to  yon,  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen,  on  a  subject  on  which,  in 
my  bnmble  opinion,  there  prevails  an  erroneous 
impression,  T  am  desirous  of  vindicating,  however 
feebly,  the  Hffnity  of  Udfour  ?  of  asserting*  that  the 
education  of  the  senses,  and  the  education  of  the  hands 
and  fingers,  as  well  as  of  the  head,  is  perfectly 
consistent  ^h  the  highest  refinement  of  mind  and 
manners,  dnd  the  most  gentlemanly  conduct.  Such 
basbeen*  in  fsct,  the  course  of  early  discipline  through 
which  have  passed  some  of  the  most  euiinent  men  who 
iiave  dignified  and  adorned  o\ir  profession. 

•    Dr.  Powell  road  a  paper  on  the  form  of  functional 


*  See  Freai  oa  Stomach  Oiseasei,  p.  24,  ed. 3. 


derangement  of  the  liver,  aristag  from  incrsesed  sad 

deranged  secretion,  with  a  view  to  determine  iCs  moie 
frequent  causes,  their  mode  of  action,  and  principles  qf 
treatment. 

JThis  paper  will  be  published  in  a  future  number 
of  the  Journal.} 

Mention  was  made  by  Mr.  Hextail  Smith,  that  Mr. 
Perrand  had  suted  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
some  individual,  employed  as  the  medical  attendant  of 
the  paupers  of  a  Poor-law  Union,  had  infonned  hidi 
(Mr.  Ferrand.)  that  hU  pemaneration  nms  on  so  low  a 
scale,  that  he  Mt  ohUged  to,  and  did  withMd,  the 
tfecesswy  eBeHdnea  fop  the  cart/of  the  eich^foor  to  a 
tfViae  adaaft.*  tm  aeooaat  nf  the  eiMMd* 

m:  BeneaMBaiHh  HsM  Mipun  tmmkmiMr.  Hunt 
secdnded,   a  Yfapositiont  which    wet  unanisMusly 


**  That  one  of  the  connty  ■ep»hers  of.  WestKaatbe 
respeetfiillT  requeetod  to  ask  Mr.  Ferrand  in  hie  ^)ace 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  who  was  the  individual 
who  so  hifbrmed  him;  also,  that  Iha .members ^presaa^ 
at  this  meMing  repudiate  and  rejeei  with  indigaatioaee 
nnworthya  motivte  of  condoot.** 

AaSKNIC    XK  CANCEROUS   OISIASnS. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  Heme  Bay.  requested  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  control  which  the 
tatemal  exhibition  of  arsenic  appeared  to  exercise  over 
cancerous  diseases.  He  had  seen  some  well-marked 
cases  recover  under  this  treatment^  and  bellered  that 
the  medicine,  if  systematicallv  administered,  would 
<^ck  the  disease  in  every  stage.  He  requested  that 
the  members,  present,  most  of  whoni  probably  had 
hopeless  cases  of  cancer  under  their  charge,  would  tiy 
the  remedy,  and  report  the  results  at  future  meetings. 
The  form  used  by  Mr.  Hunt  was  the  Liquor  Potasss 
Arsenitis  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  of  which  the  dose  wss 
five  minims  thrice  a  day,  on  a  full  stomach, — the  dose 
Jo  be  reduced  on  the  supervention  of  conjunctiritis. 

oy  THB  pnoptntiKs  of  trv  tBcmia  AxattA. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Silvester  on  the  virtues  sad 
properties  of  thelberis  Amara,  or  Candytuft,  a  remedy 
brought  to  light  by  the  late  Dr.  Williams  during  a 
course  of  therapeutical  researches  at   St.  Thomas  s 

»  ■ 

Hospital.  Many  striking  and  remarkable  ca;5es  were 
related  in  proof  of  its  salutary  power  orer  asthms, 
bronchitis,  dropsy,  and  more  especially  cardiac  hyper- 
trophy. It  seems  that  it  does  not  diminish  the  velocity 
of  the  heart's  action  like  digitalis,  but  that  it  possesses 
the  property  of  controlling  the  violence  and  sha^ 
action  of  the  organ,  and  softening  the  poise;  heade 
its  great  value  in  hypertrophy  with  dropsy.  '  ^ 

Dr.  Silvester  had  prescribed  it  for  ten  years  h. 
numerous  instances  of  the  above-mentioned  diseases* 
always  with  some  benefit,  and  sometimea  w^  almost 
.magical efficiency.  It  ought  not,  as  the  author  of  the 
paper  well  observed,  to  be  administered  rashly,  as  is 
too  often  the  case  with  new  remedies ;  for  then,  from 
.its  frequent  failure,  it  would  be,  as  it  had  been  befkne, 
as  rashly  laid  asidei  A  careful  adapution  of  the 
remedy  to  the  disease,  or  its  symptoms,  was  tfsscnfisi  to 
iu  success ;  no  ill  effects  followed  iti  use ;  it  occiriODally 
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iodueed  giddineas^  sickness,  or  diarrhoea,  bat  Uiese 
subsided  on  discoatinuing  the  medicine.    Its  curatiTe 
power  vas  not  dependent  on  such  occasional  conse* 
qoences  of  its  administration,  inasmuch  as  its  control 
over  the  abnormal  action  of  the  heart  vas  equally  ori* 
dent  whether  these  effects  were  absent  or  present;  its 
ififluenee  being  like  digitalis,  belladonna,  and  some 
other  natural  agents,  of  a  purely  q>ecific  chanicter. 
The  dose  prescribed  was  from  one  to  three'  grains^ 
generally  mixed  with  cream  of  tartar,  which  concealed 
the  nauseoostiess  of  the'  taste,  and  secured  a  perfect 
trituration  and  diviakm  of  the  tough  aeed. 
'  Tbeltnygs,  stem,  and  wot,  posaesaiinwfayyfBpertiti 
but  from  confMieoet,  Md  from  thnir  grciattr  ^l>tfife 
tkrebgtb^  tbcistdtswit  theptMatPlHifti^liaffcUifly 
emplogred.    Ibtrts  is  a  family  of*^M(s  beloopag  to 
the  order  Cruelfera.    The  Iberia  in  quettlon ,».  tb^ 
7;  amnfH,  X</itoi«,  found  plenlifi^y  in  trtiy  garden,  and 
cultiraled  for  its  brilliant    milk*white   flowers.     It 
appean  from  the  researches  of  the  anthori  that  this 
vnKuible  plant  was  not  only  known  to  Pliny,  and  is 
Iheettioiied  by  him  ill  his  Natural  History,  as  a  remedy 
lor  gout,  but  that  it  was  accmately  described  by  Aelios, 
Psnlna  ^gineta,  and  Oribasius,  and  landed  by  these 
Tenerable  fathers  of  medicine  as  an  excellent  external 
and  internal  medicament  in  various  diseases.    It  passed 
under  tfie  sereral  names  of  Iberfs,Cardamioe,  Lepidfum 
▼el  Lepidum.      Aetius  has  a  long  chapter  headed 
'*  De  Iberide  sive  Cardamine  quse  et  Lepidium  Tocatuf .^ 
Be  remarks  that  Galen  bad  written  fully  on  its  applica- 
tion an  rbenmatic  affections  of  the  hip-joint';  and  thii 
Archigenes  had  prescribed  it  "in  splenicie et  cbxrii- 
dicibais;"  and  in  an  epistle  to  Aristo,  which  is  quot^ 
bad  entered  copiously  into  the  iubject  of  its  botanieiid 
character,  obserring  that  its  flowers  were  mflk -white. 
The  Nasturtium,  a  plant  akin  to  the  Cardamine,  is 
spoken  of  as  a  ▼aloable  addition  to  those  medidnes 
which  relieve  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  which  dry  up 
thick  humours.    Riulus  iBgineta  describes  the  Iberis 
et  syJnairt  Nmlurtiiim  as  identical,  and  apeaks  of 
fteir  value  '*non  solum  coxeodicnm  sjid  etiam  aliis 
diutomis  morbis."    Oribasius  employs  similar  terms  of 
eulof^y  in  bis  description  of  the  plant  in  question,  so 
tliat  DO  doubt  can  exist  of  its  high  estimation  amongst 
the    Greek   practitioners..    There    is   an   incidental 
proof    in   Lindley*s   "Introduction  to  the  Natural 
System,"  of  the  correctness  of  ihe  belief  that  the  order 
Cnici/er«  contains  many  plants  of  value  in  the  treat- 
ment of  asthma  and  dropsy.    It  is  there  said  that  Prince 
Maximilian  of  Wied  Neuwied,  relates  of  the  Brazilian 
Indians,  that  they  used  a  kind  of  cress,  resembling  that 
.    of  Europe,  as  a  good  remedy  for  asthma.    The  Iberis 
Mnara  is  a  true  cress. 

XPIBBMIC  SCUmVT. 

Dr.  SibWld  stated  that  he  was  not  prepared  trith 
aay  written  statement  upon  a  subject  which  be  lidt 
disposed  to  regard  with  much  interest— namely,  the 
appearance  of  true  scurvy,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months.  As  it  was 
of  consequence  that  the  statistics  of  such  an  epidemic 
ahould  be  thoroughly  known,  he  hoped  soon  to  be 
coabled,  through  the  pages  of  our  Journal,  to  state 


what  had  fallen  under  his  observation  more  fully  tiift»' 
he  could  do  at  present.    His  principal  object  in  now 
bringing  the  suljeet  forward  was,  to  enquire  of  those 
present  if  any  cases  of  this  disease  bad  come  under  thieir 
notice.    His  own  experience  was  confined  to  what  be 
bad  met  with  !n  the  Kent  County  Lunatic  Asylum*, 
where  seventeen  well-marked  cases  occurred,  beeidet 
numerous  others  in  the  incipient  stage  of  the  disease* 
The  former  were  characterised  by  a  palKd  compiexion, 
swelli^,  pain  and  stiffness  of  th^*  joints,  particularly 
of  the  knees  and  ankles,  csdematous  sweilings  of  the' 
lowb  extremities,  the  skin  generally  of  a  blueish 
yellow  colour;  petechia  were  present  in  most  of  these-;, 
in  others,  large  blotches  of  ecchymosis;  in  all,  the' 
gums  were  swollen ;  in  some  of  a  spongy,  in  othere' 
of  a  hard  and  cartUagfnous^  texture,  overlapping  the 
teeth: 

In  answer  to  a'  question  respecting  the  diet  of  the 
patients.  Dr.  Sibbald  said  that' the  ^isaal  diet  was  one 
which,  in  his  opinion,  constftutedall  that  itraarsquislte 
for  the  due  preservation  of  health ;  bat  that  since  the 
month  of  October  there  had  been  a  great  want  of  the 
usual  supply  of  vegetable  food.    No  potatoes   bad. 
entered'  into  the  diet  of  the  patients  since  the  eom« 
mencement  of  November ;  and  the  snpply  of  otlier- 
vegetables  bad  been  extremely  scanty.    The  cold  and 
inclement  weather  we  had  experienced  during  the 
winter  and  spring  months  bad  confined  the  patiettl» 
much  within  doors ;  so  thst  they  had  not  had  the  benefit 
of  out-of-door  exercise  in  the  airing  grounds  of  the 
esUbUshment.    He  was,  however,  happy  to  say,  that 
the  liberality  of  the  visiting  Magistrates  bad  given  him 
a  earie  hi0nche  to  order  such  an  alteration  of  diet  as  he 
might  think  proper.  Potatoes  were  therefore  procured,, 
althopgh  at  an  exhorbitant  price,  and  a  liberal  allow* 
aoce  of  turnip  tops,  so  soon  as  they  became  avaikble^ 
were  supplied,  not  only  to  the  patients  affected  with  the 
disease,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  inmates  of  the  establish* 
ment,  amounting  to  upwards  of  350  on  an  average. 
Those  affected  speedily  recovered  without  any  particular 
medical  treatment,  and  no  (sesh  instance  of  the  lUsease  • 
occurred  amongst  the  other  patients. 

Mr.  Batti^,  and  his  nephew  Mr.  Samuel  Battiey,  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee,  exhibited  specimens  of 
their  excellent  medicines,  very  much  to  the  gratifieatio» 
of  the  gentiemen  present ;  and  a  vote  of  thanks  wae 
adopted  lo  Messrs.  Battiey,  for  their  kindness,  and  the 
tranble  they  had  taken  on  the  occasion. 

At  five  o'clock  the  gentiemen  present  adjourned  to- 
dinner  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel. 
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to  tbk  bbitoa  of  tbi  paoti nci  a l  judical  akl^- 

surgical  jounal. 
Sir,     '  ' 

I  enclose  for  insertion  in  your  valuable  Journal  the 

following  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Society.' 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  Mr.  Daniell,  and  I  am  sure  it 

snastbe  equally  sutisiactoiy  to  the  profesaioo  generally,^ 

to  find  the  determined  xeal  which  is  evinced  by  the 

supporters  of  this  Fond  to  carry  it  out  in  its  simple 
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integritj,  M  a  meMare  calcuUtad  to  meetchote  cootin. 
genoiet  wbicb,  altboogh  coBmob  to  ereiy  cIms  of  pro. 
ftMion  or  bnsiaeM,  are  pecnliarlj  lo  to  the  nodical 
*f  ractidoner.  There  can  be  so  doabt  that  a  Tory  few 
yean  of  aetive  oo-operatton  will  place  this  Flivd  inthe 
poeition  of  an  enrolled  society,  and  at  its  operations 
will  extend  throoghonc  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  it 
■ay  beoMBO  a  great  national  institation,  ealealaied  at 
<>nee  to  neet  those  acknowledged  wants  felt  oo  exten- 
aifoly  by  the  widows  and  orphans  of  medical  omu.  As 
already  apvarda  of  forty  gentlemen  have  volootarily 
promised  active  co-operation  as  honorary  local  secre- 
taries* I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  in  orging  this  part  of 
oar  plan  pecoliarly  upon  the  profession,  and  if'there 
be  any  gentlemen  siill  willing  to  join  in  these  duties, 
4hat  they  will  honour  me  with  a  commnnieation,  and  I 
«senre  them  it  will  be  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  dmy,  to 
famish  them  with  every  information  they  may  raqnire. 

•   I  hare  the  hononr  to  remain.  Sir, 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  STAINES,  Secretary. 

Savings'  Bank»  Newport  PagneU,  July  10, 1847. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  this  Fond, 
held  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  of  July,  at  Edward  Oantell's, 
Esq.,  Newport  FagnelL^-Present,  John  Rogers,  Esq., 
Newport  Fagnell,(in  the  chair 0  Edward  Daniell,  Esq., 
Newport  Pkgnell;  Dr.  Barker,  Bedford;  O.  Harvey 
BettSfEsq.,  Watford;  H.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  Southern; 
Br.  Pritchard,  Northampton ;  Thomas  Parker,  Esq., 
Woburn ;  George  Kelson, Esq.,  Sevenoaks.  The  Chi^r* 
■man  having  read  the  resolution  pasted  at  the  General 
Meeting  ot  the  Society,  held  at  Northampton,  on  the 
Hm  of  June  last,  appointing  the  Comniittee,  the  SecM. 
Cary  laid  before  the  meeting  a  list  of  the  members  of 
Hm  lostitntion,  with  the  amount  of  their  donations  and 
fnbscrtptions  to  the  SOth  of  June  last,  being  the  close 
of  the  second  year,  together  with  a  general  statement  of 
the  funds  up  to  that  time,Vhen  the  same  having  been 
examined,  was  approTed  and  ordered  to  ha  entered  on 
the  minntes. 

Reeolved,«>*  That  the  Treasurer  be  leqneated  to 
invest  two  handled  pounds  in  the  names  of  the  trosteea 
of  thia  Society." 

-  The  Secretary  alao  laid  before  the  aseatiag  a  draft  of 
the  amended  mlns  and  regulations  for  thn  manag emnnt 
ol  th^  Socieiy,  and  the  same  having  been  deliberaiely 
considered  and  disonssed,  it  was  resolved—*'  Thst  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Sodety,  as  now  signed  by 
tite  Chdrman,  be  the  rules  and  i^^gnlatioos  af  this 
Society,  and  that  500  copies  of  the  same  be  primed  for 
distribution  4HDngst  the  subscribers  and  friends  of  this 
lnstitation.'4^' 

The  Secretsr^  laid  before  the  meeting  a  draft  of  a 
.proepectns  of  tibe  Society.  Oriaied  that  1500  copies 
4>(  the  same  be  prinlsd  for  general  circulation. 

The  Seeiaiaiy  aIm  laid  befon  the  meeting  a  list  of 
:.gentlemett  who  had  oAred  tlMir  services  as  honorary 
local  eecretariee.  Resolved— *<  That  the  ofler  of  the 
^ervicee  of  tbeii  gentlesMn  be  mostgrateAiily  accepted, 
that  the  Ssemtaiy  do  write  to  aachgantleman  a  letter 


enplanatoiy.  of  their  duties,  and  forward  to  them  the 
rules  and  prospectus  of  the  Society.** 

The  Secretary,  having  read  a  letter  fmn  the  Editor 
of.  the  *«  London  and  Provincial  Medical  Directory," 
reiolved,— >'  That  an  advertiscmeat  be  inserted  in  the 
cinmlar  about  %o  be  iseoed  by  th*  pn Miahei,  of  the 
*"  London  and  Provincial  If  adical  DIrectoi? ;"  and  Ibat 
an  advertisenmnt  be  aleo  inserted  in  Hmt  work  for  iba 
year  ensuing ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  aseeliag  kg 
given  to  the  Editor  for  his  liberal  annual  eubeeripiien 
of  three  guineas. 

(SigMd,)  JOHN  BOO  BBS,  QhAirman. 


•»».». 
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OF  UNIONS. 

BaLXFAX    OMfOM. 

On  Tuesday,  July  6tb,  a  meeting  of  the  aaedicsl 
ollcers  of  the  several  districu  of  the  Halifax  Poor-Law 
Uniea  was  held  at  the  honae  9(  Tbomaa  Harrison,  Esq., 
and  was  attended  by  the  IMtowing  gentlemen  >— Mr. 
Broglc^  Stainland;  Mr.  Aked,  Luddeaden ;  Mr.  Atkiosoo, 
Ofenden;  Messrs.  Robertshaw  and  Elliott,  Soweiby 
Bridge;  Mr.  Robiusont  Ripponden;  Maesrs.  F.  S. 
Oarlick  and  Harrison,  Halifax. 

The  following  resolutions  were  propased,  eeeondedi 
and  carried  unanimouslv  :— 

Moved  by  .Mr.  F.  S.  Garlick,  aecoaded  by  Mr.  Hanrison, 

I*-  That  in  the  ophiion  of  this  ameting,.  the 
imntion  of  oMdical  relief  la  the  paoe  U  of  vmat  ii 
4«se;  asoeeaver,  it  dauMMida  not  oAly  akUlt  but  as 
ainpniil  of  paiienoa  and  forbearanoe,  as  weU  as  a 
dittema  of  Ufi^im  and  personal  danger,  each  as  can 
alona  be  fonad  aa  Halts  in  the  chanolar  of  a  con* 
scieatioos  medical  practitioner. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Harrieon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Elliott, 

3.  That  the  asedlaal  aneadaot  on  the  poor  is 
necessarily  brought  into  dally  contact  with  diseases  ef 
the  greatest  virulence,— that  he  Is  compelled  to  tredt 
them  under  the  meet  depressing  alrcmtatnncee^  ■  H)ut 
he  otma  falls  a  victim  in  the  isillilal  jlenhsiii  of  hia 
dnty,-^nd,  therefore,  be  needs  dMencoaaafement  and 
support  of  every  welUprincipIed  mind.  That  he  has 
constantly  to  visit  the  abodes  where  poterty  and 
squalor  mign  trlnmphant,  aud  on  him  devolves  the 
ardnoaa  and  periloas  4nt.v  of  attempting,  at  all  risks, 
.to  pontrol  thp  dissemination  of  contagioua  diseaam  ol 
every  type. 

M^vadbj  Mr.  Robinaoa,  seconded  by  Mr.  BohMlshair* 
3.  That  in  the  opioion  of  this  meeting  th«.P«Mio 
services  of  medical  men  are  neither  properly  understood 
nor  duly  appreciated,  and  tfie  award  made  to  them  is 
on  a  ecaia  wholly  incommensurate  wfdi'  tM^^mctOtt 
and  iflspoitance  of  the  duties  they  bare  to  pertenk 
That  the  stipend  they  recciva  does  not  place  them  on 
an  equality  with  an  Inspector  of  Police,  notwithstanding 
which,  they  are  compelled  not  only  to  fbmlab  medical 
advice  and  attendance,  but  to  supply  allnecesiary 
appliances  and  medicines.  That  the  smallness  of  the 
stipends  iiO#  awarded  makes  it  clear  that  the  OMdic^ 
relief  of  the  poor  falls;  not  on  the  Bsard  of  Gutrdlsasi 
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toi,    Tiiy   Qiijiistlj,  .  00 
officers. 


Uw    hard-workad  meaiMl 


Mav0d  by  Mr.  Elliot,  teeooded  bj  Mr.  Akoa» 

4.  That  as  ODO-halfof  tbe  salaries  of  medical  olrf^ 
is  aov  provided  oat  of  theConsondafbd^FoDd,  pnrpostlj 
tkat  aieans  may  be  available  for  aflbrdhiginore^». 
qafete  mbnuerttloB,  Beards  of  Gaardiani  dim  hk^  no 
caeose  for  vltbbbldiiig  that  just' and  llbeiml  altoimee 
vbieh  ia  pre-eninently  4ae ;  bat  on  the  contrary,  hnre, 
tnm  this  anrangeaent,  a  atrong  indneement  to  rsnder 
tbe  profession  a  worthy,  and  not  onmeritad,  servite. 

MoT^l^  Mr.  Robertahair,  seconded  by  Mr.  Jtobinson, 

5.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that, 
althoagh  medical  ofi^era  do  nol  aspect  to  be  remnna- 
jated  in  a  manner  eqaivalent  to  their  actual  sarviees. 
iff  in  acpo^ance  with  the  oharges.th^  mobt  t^  ^ 
poorest  of  private  pf^iients,  theic  present  salaries  aiw 
so  extremely  ioadeqaate,  that  they  are  jnstiiied  Id 
nrging  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  a  large  addition, 
or  a  fi.?ed  som  of  7s.  6d.  per  cfse— renewable,  tn  l<^g. 
continoed  ailmenu,  every  three  months. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Aked,  seoonded  by  Mr;  AtMnsea, 

6.  Tbat  this  m^Hog  pledges  itseTf  to  ttpbtiTd,  by 
overy  means  in  its  power,  tbe  bonoar  and  dignity  6f 
the  pit»fession,  alid  on  all  occasions  to  advance  itii  best 
intereata,  and  promote  the  w^are  bf  every-  member, 
thns  hoping  to  secorettaO  approval  and  support  of  their 
"^tlven  at  targOr  .  T^ 

Moved  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Robertshaw, 
7.~Th«rt  tbe  ibregoiagrMoltotions  be  reepectfolly  inf. 
altladaoiiieBoank«f  Gaardian»a«  anoitflytiieetHig/ 
^m^m  feiFeeno  hopo^lliat  ibey  will  be^  piMsed  to*  ifriMK 
1bMnf«  paiant  — naideratiOB^ 'and  that«th*y  may%lr 
iodoced-  Id  aet  «n  esample  of 'duty  appmc^ating'  4ia 
paUia  aateioeso^  ttteir  madtaal  ttfllcera,  wk^se  lf«etf  dl% 
Imwly jeopafdSaad in  the  proseewioa oTiMr  duty.  - 
Halifax,  Joly  6,1847.  '     . 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

ARB  TBS  MOTXMfeMTS  OF  TBS    BSART  IMFLVSMCBI^ 
BT  TBS  BSAIN  AND   SPINAL  MASSOW ! 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  PJHYSICIANS  AND  SUR- 
OEONS  OF.  IRSLAND^  &EFLY  OF  THE 
XORI>  LISUTENANT. 


Sis, 


Pablin  CasUe,  Ja)y  U,  1847. 


I  api  direc^d  by  the  Lord .  Lieatenant  to  inform 
yoB,  that  with  relsraMe  to.  your  letter  of  tbe  filth 
iDst«ttl,  by  the  Aet  Mth  Vie.,  c.  98,  the  salariea  of  tb^ 
ttadical  officers  appointed  under  the  9tfa  V!c.,  c.'6, 
a#e  ittfQe<ftt'to  socb  regnlatfons  as  maybe  made  by 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  'Her  Majesty's  Treasoty, 
to  whom  therefore  His  EzceUency  has  forwarded  the 
aiamQj;^k4^  whi^  yon  refer., 
f  ■     ••   *     lam, Sir,  ^        • 

Your  obedient  bumble  sarranl, 

J.  W.  REDINGTON. 
To  R,  Wilde,  Esq., 
16,  Westland  Row. 


•  I 


►•'. 


In  the  Urst  psirt  of  an  essay  upon  ^tis  aul^eet,  Pr. 
JoliHa  Bodge  reviews  the  prinoipal  theories  of  tha 
movoments  of  the  heart,  from  tbe  earliest  anUquity* 
Theae  movements  have  been  attributed— 

1.  To  the  ionato^  temfgratare  of  the  blood.  (Hippo^ 
crates,  $jlviQs»fl&c.). 

3«.  To  tbe  mascnlar  irriubility  of  the  heart    (Galen, 
,HilN«>V  Winter,  &c.) 
.  3.  1^0  tbe  inflaence  of  the  cerebellum.    (WiUis.) 

dig  To  tbe  spinal  marrow,  (Legallois;)  tbe  medulla* 
obloggata,  (Bodge;)  tbe  sympathetic  gaiigUa.  (Lancisf^ 
Volkmann*  and  others.) 

In  tbe  secood  part,  this  celebrated  physiologist  givea 
a  detailed  sccoaat  of  tbe  nerves  of  the  frog's  heart* 
In  the  third  be  analyses  the  influence  of  the  brain  and 
spinal' marrow  apon  the  voluntary  muscles;  the  action 
of  air  and  blood  upon  tbe  beaert ;  and,  lastly, .  tbn 
indoence  of  tbe  brain  and  spinal  marrow  upon  that 
organ.    The  memoir  ends  with  tbe  following  results :— -^ 

1.  The  spinal  marrow  is^tbe  central  organ  for  the 
hearfs  movements,  inasmuch  as  it  maintains  thb 
irritabilit/'cf  the  voluntary  muscles. 

2.  Tlie  medulla  oblongata  is' the  central  organ  foir 
Uie  re£ex  movements  of  the  heart.       ^      •  ' 

3.  The  ganglionic  system  is  not  the  central  sysfem 
for  the  bean's  movements,  bat  appears  to  modify  the 
fh'fl'llerice  of  the  voluntary  and  reflex  principles.— 
Archiv  fUr  Phyiiologlsehe  HeUkunde, 


..EXPSKIMBNTa     WITH     MIWBM.         '* 

.    By  Or.  Nelson,  of  Montreal. 

[We  extrftot  the  subjoined  account  of  some  experi^ 
ttents  with  ether,  for  the  sole  reason  of  expresstaigoar 
intense  dfsgtast  at  the  more  than  IRed  Indian  brutality 
which  could  have  devised  them.  They  would  have 
been  nnwarfantable  under  any  'tdroumstanees;  but 
aAer  the  knowledge  of  tbe  eflecu  of  the  agent  which 
has  been  afforded  by  turgfcal  operations,  they  demand 
an  execration  for  which  wcbave  not  sufficiently  strong 
expressions.  Compared  with  these  pkytiofogicdl  ex- 
periments, Magtadie's  vivisections  wera^meroy.  'Con* 
ceive  the  pooranimsl  deprived  of  ila  skin,  its  quivering 
flefllh  smoking  from  tbe  iron,  its  tborav  laid  open,, 
endeavouring  to  licb  ito  wounds!!  Tbe  mfm  who 
conld  perpetrate  snob  useless  and  unbaard-of  cruelty,, 
deserves  a  similar  treatment.  Let  every  true  phjd- 
ologist  cry  sbam<r.] 

'*A  few  days  after,  I  instituted  «Mlier  series  ht 
experiments,  when  I  carried  my  openrtiona  to  a  still 
greater  extent,  to  "prove  conclusively,  iMUl  confidence- 
could  be  plaeed  on  tfe«  effects  of  the  ^halation.  The 
dog  was  once  more  tbe  subject.  In  three- minutes  and' 
a  half,  be  was  under  the  full  influence  of  tbe  mther. 
The  skin  being  removed  from  tbe  whole  of  tbe  'body». 
I  passed  over  tbe  quivering  flesh  a  poker  heated  to 
whiteness.  Several  deep  indtiona  wura  made  in  Iba 
Busclei  of  ibe  back,  tbe  right  leg  wM  aotMy  teparaM 
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intm  the  bodj,  exceptliig  tbe  TetMls  and  nerves,  and 
I  onee  more  applied  the  poker  to  etannch  the  bleeding 
■of  aeveral  small  arteries;  not  a  moan  vas  heard,  not 
jU»»  least  startliig  of  a  aerre  was  perceptible ;  tbe  flesh 
enoked  and  the  iron  hissed.    By  means  of  a  cmcial 
incision,  I  laid  open  the  abdominal  cavitj,  and  took 
ont  npon  tbe  table  tbe  mass  of  intestines ;  my  stiidents 
.bad  then  the  advantage  of  a  demonstration  of  the 
peristaltic  motion  of  those  organs,  and  could  observe 
.the  rising  and  falling  of  tbe  diaphragm,  assisting  most 
powerfully  the  respiratory  act.     The  intestines  were 
,-«nt  through  in  different  places,  the  liver  and  spleen 
torn  and  wounded,  every  step  followed  by  ibe  applica- 
tion of  the  heated  poker.    Finally,  the  thorax  was  laid 
topen,  several  of  the  ribs  forcibly  fractured,  and  the 
itttercpstal  mosoles  lacerated. 

'*The  time  occupied  in  performing  this  long  and 
Mvere  series  of  experiments,  was  nearly  three  quarters 
•«f  an  hour,  during  which   tbe  breathing  tube  was 
sipplied  to  the  dog's  mouth  once  every  eight  or  ten 
minQteSy  on  an  average.    By  the  aid  of  a  little  ice- 
-cold, water  ponred  down  his  throat,  in  a  lew  minutes 
he  perfectly  recovered,  turned  on  his  side,  and  en- 
»deavonred  to  lick  his  numerous  wounds,  and  tried  to 
rise,  but  was  so  much  exhausted  by  tbe  profuse  loss 
of  blood,  that  he  fell  back  on  the  table.    When  the 
gentlemen  present  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  tbe 
happy  results  of  these  cruel  and  lengthy  experiments, 
the  dog  was  strangled. — British    American  Journal^ 
.Juno. 

PATHOLOGY. 

OH  TBE   BLOOD   AND   UaiNB   OF  TBB   INSANE. 

Bespecting  the  blood,  Br.  Erlenmeyer  determines 
ns  follows:— 

L  That  tuberculization  is  tbe  only  form  of  byper- 
iiiosis  observed  in  the  insane;  that  it  is  to  be  regarded 
-as  a  predisposing  cause  of  mental  alienation ;  and 
that  hypostatic  pneumonia  is  a  frequent  occurrence 
in  these  patients. 

2.  That  typhus,  cancer,  and  tbe  exanthemata  are 
rare  in  the  insane,  but  more  frequent  in  idiots. 

3.  That  diseases  of  tbe  heart  are  not  uncommon 
in  insane  patients,  especially  in  the  melancholic. 

4.  The  serous  dyscrasia  is  common  in  the  insane.* 

5.  Scorbutus,  dysentery,  and  other  diseases  of 
hypinosis  are  common. 

6.  MelitoBmia  (diabetes,)  is  rare. 

7.  Syphilis  is  a  frequent  cause  of  madnessj  but  we 
are  ignorant  of  its  effects  upon  the  blood.— ^rcAiV 
^r  Physiologische  Heilkunde, 

With  regard  to  the  arine,  he  observes  that  it  may 

occur  under  two  opposite  conditions.    It  may  be  pale, 

nnd  of.  low^pecific.  gravity ;  this  is  chiefly  seen  in 

.  melancholic  pt^tientSj  and  in  maniacs :  or  it  may  be 

high  coloured,  rich  in  §olid  constituenU,  of  high  specific 

gravity;  this  is  ohiefly  seen  in  idioU  and  epileptics. 

The  first  variety  of  urine  readily  becomes  alkaline 

from  decoipposition  of  nrea ;  this  is  a  bad  prognostic 

aign^    In  the  second  variety,  the  tendency  to  alkalinity 

^  isnotpbserred^  on  the  contrary,  it  often  retains  its 

,  ^acidity  beyond  Uve  ordinary  time  of  health.    In  the 

^rst  kind  phosphatic  deposits  predominate;  in  the 


latter  the  ISthates.    Albnmen,-  sngar,  &c.,  are  rartly 
seen— (XTs^.  Med.  Wochengchrifl^  1846.  •  < 

f        OMKOUi  TRANSFORMATION  OF  MUSCLES. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  has  leported  to  the  Manchester  Fatho. 
logleal  Seeiilj  m  caae^in.vliiofay  In  addition  to  certpkiR 
deformities  of  the  akeleton,  nnmerous  ossific  p^les 
were  found  in  the  mosoles  of  the  chest,  particularly  the 
pectorales,  the  Uiissimus  dorsi,  and  erectores  spiiia,  as 
well  as  irregular-shaped  ossific  bands  in  other  noseict, 
which  were  disposed  as  follows  :-^One  about  ten  inches 
and  a  half  long,  and  varying  from  8-IOths  to  two  inches 
inbreadth,  and  from  one  to  four  lines  thick,  was  attached 
by  tendinous  fibres  to  the  crest  of  the  left  Ilium,  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  from  the  posterior  superior  spinous 
process,  and  after  running  up  along  side  of  the  spine 
was  connected  to  the  spinour  processes  of  the  dorsa 
vertebras  from  the  seventh  to  the  second  bone.    FroVL 
this,  other  bands  extended  through  the  left  rhomboid 
muscles,  and  became  attached  to  the  base  of  the  cor- 
responding scapula,  and  penetrated  the  infra-spinatos 
muscle.    On  the  right  side  of  the  spii^e  a  long  proeess 
of  bone  ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  former,  extending 
over  the  doranm  of  the  ribs,  and  ending  in  an  irregular 
plane  of  osseons  matter  attached  to  the  sacrum.    The 
peotoral  mnscles  on  both  sides  also  contained  bands 
of  bone  attached  to  tbe  stemom,  clavicle,  and  upper 
ribs.    The  right  stern o.cleido.mastoideua  was  almost 
entirely  replaeed  by  ossific  matter,  it#  two  extremetiee 
only  being  tendinous.    The  depressors  of  the  lower 
jaw  also  contained  patches  of  bone.    The  patient  was 
a  female,  aged  21  yetLrB.— Medical  Gazette, 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

TREATMENT   OF   DROPST   AFTER  SCARLET   FEVER. 

Dr.  Oolding  Bird  remarks,  that  as  a  propby^Uc 
remedy  the  warm  bath  is  invaluable,  he  scarcely  rec«^ 
kcts  a  case  of  dropsy  after  scarlet  fever  occurring, 
when  the  warm  bath  was  daily  used  aa  apon  aa  tJ^e 
skin  began  to  exfoliate,  and  continued  until  a  healthy 
perspiring  surface  was  obtained.  When  anasarca  h«s 
occurred,  strict  confinement  to  bed,  or  at  leas^  to  a 
warm  room,  most  be  enjoined,  the  warm  bath, used 
twice  a  week,*  and  free  action  of  the  skia  encouraged- 
The  bowels  should  be  kep^  active  by  the  Pulvia 
JalapsB  Gomposittts,  and  the  Antimonii  Poiaasio-Tartaa 
administered  in  deeee  of  one-tweklth  to  ono-eigiith  of  a 
grain  four  or  five  times  a  day,  aeeoidtng  to  tlM  patioU^'a 
age.  This  plan  most  be. followed  till  cfao  anntiarea  h^ 
faaished  and  4ba  urine  is  free  from  albamen,  %t!Uss. 
which  a  more  geaeroos  diet  may  be  aiiowtad,.and  the 
ammonio-oitrate  of  iron  administered  to  lynnovo  the 
ansemiated  condition  of  the  patient.  Dr.  Bird  states  that 
this  treatment  has  been  almost  invariably-  ancoeaglttl. 

BBNZOATV  OFAMMOi^tA  TK   OffCT*^       ' 

Dr.  Seymour  stales  that  he  has  fr^nihitly  vted  tUa 
medicine  in  cases  in  which  the  small  joints  were  red 
and  swollen,  or  where  fluid  was  deposited  in  the  joint 
of  the  great  toe,  and  also  in  cases  where  the  lithate  of 
soda  existed  in  the  joints  of  the  fingers,  and  that  it  was 
decidedly  useful.  He  thinks  that  early  depositions 
have  been  arrested,  and  large  depositions  diminished, 
under  the  use  of  this  medicine.    He  regards  it  as  a 
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food  diareiic,  ftii4  as  etpeciAllj  adapted  to  th^sa  cjwat 
af  dropaf  in  which  an  irritabla  atomach  renders  tha 
•mfHofwami  of  ordinary  dloreiics  fmpraetiaable.  He 
has  seen  alao  the  albamen  in  rsnal  diopay  dimiifish 
nnder  the  m»  of  the  bensotfta  of  tmmotim^mmThmigkU 
an  9e9md  S^vtre  JHmuu^  $«• 

BINOZIDB   OF  MBKCURT  IN  SKIN  DI8SA6B8. 

M«  Jbreisle  has  reported  the  results  of  his  experience 
in  the  asa  of  the  biooxide  of  aaercarj  as  a  local  applica- 
tion! ^^  diseases  of  the  skio,  especially  those  of  a 
stminoaa  or  syphilitic  .origin.  Indolent  ulcers  of  the 
axtremities  have  frequently  yielded  to  this  application, 
as  have  alio  phagedenic  ulceratfons.  The  author 
regards  this  preparation  as  an  excellent  remedy  for 
the  removal  of  the  indurations  which  accompany 
ayphilitic  olcers  ;  he  has  likewise  used  it  with  success 
in  pustular  syphilides.    ^ 

The  formula  is  that  of  an  ointment,  consisting  of 
one  part  of  the  oxide,  to  four  or  five  of  lead.  Some 
caution  appears  to  be  necessary  in  its  employment.— 
Qia^Ut  MHicaU^  Mars.  8,  1 847. 

mxiiATnrB  yalub  of  oiffsbkiit  Mssicivsa  oedi- 

XABILT  EMPLOYBn  IN  SYPHILIS. 

.  A  long  memoir  on  this  subject  By  MM.  Boys  de 
Lonry  and  Coatilhea  oloaes  with  the  following  propo- 
titiom  :•« 

1.  The  preparatioBa  of  gold  and  silver  ave  worthless 
in  constitutional  syphilis. 

S.  The  iodide  of  potaMinm  has  no  influence  npon 
4he  progress  and  duration  of  chancre,  panicularly  the 
indarated  variety ;  but  in  such  cases  mercury  is  to  be 
preferred.  The  same  may  be  said  as  respects  buboes, 
»ac«us  tabeiclesy  papular  and  pnstolar  syphilides. 

Obi  the  other  hand*  the  iodide  of  potassium  is  invalu- 
able io  sypMlitic  disease  ot  bones,  and  in  syphilitic 
tebevdea  of  the  skin  with  or  without  ulceration.  It 
Bsay  be  stated  in  ganeral  terms  that  the  iodide  is  sac- 
casafViI  in  proportion  to  the  anterior  duration  of  the 
disease,  and  the  degeneration  of  the  constitutional 


Iodide  of  potassium  acts  like  a  charm  in  nocturnal 
pains.  Uniied  with  the  bin-iodide  of  mercury,  it  is 
Taioable  fn  syphilitic  c<ohaxia,and  in  oases  which  have 
Peaistad  ordinary  nercnrial  treatment. 

3.  Menmrial  fomigationa  are  only  aTailable  in  heal- 
ing local  symptoiBt,and  abonld  not  ba  employed  as  a 
aeaaa  of  aflbeting  the  ayatam. 

4.  Maitiirial  /Hctions  ahonld  ba  need  only  in  those 
eaaaa  in  which  irritability  of  the  mncons  membianas 
Ibrbida  the  internal  administration  of  aercory. 

6.  The  proto-iodide  of  marcory  is  the  best  medicine 
wbliU  can  be  employed  as  an  antisyphiliticy  as  wen  in 
tlia  pAmmj  as  the  consecativa  symptoma  of  the  die* 
>  Ga8$m  JiUHeak,  Mai.  3G,  1847. 


COD-UTEK  Oil. 

U.  Bretonneau  has  come  to  the  conclusion,  after 
asany  trials,  that  common  train  oil  is  quite  as  efficacious 
in  atruma  and  other  cases  in  which  it  is  gif  en,  aa  the 
aod-liTer  oil.  This  is  an  important  fact  if  trae,  and 
deaMnstrates  that  the  Tirtnes  of  the  latter  oil  are  to 
ha  Mciibad  to  its  fatty  piinciplet,  sot  to  tha  unaU 


portion  of  iodine  conuined  in  It'^BulUtm  de  7%/r»- 
peuiiquifjajir,,  1947. 

TOXICOLOGY. 

POISONING  WITB  CANTHABIDBS. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  summoned  to  a  gentleman,  aged  96, 
t|ho  was  seiaed  with  sudden  illness  during  the  night. 
He  found  him  labouring  under  excessive  TomitiBg,  with 
urgent  thirst;  burning  pain  in  the  month  and  throat; 
countenance  expressive  of  great  anxiety;  the  tongue 
swollen;  pulse  130,  weak  and  tremulous.  Vomited 
matter  green  and  highly  offensive.  Upon  Inquiry,  ik 
appeared  that  he  had  taken  what  he  conceived  to  be  a 
dose  of  potass,  but  the  residue  of  the  drug  being 
shewn  to  Mr.  Fisher,  that  gentleman  immediately 
recognized  it  to  be  cantharides  in  powder.  Two  tea* 
spoonfuls  had  been  taken.  It  was  now  ascertuned 
that  there  was  considerable  strangury  with  bloody 
urine.  The  patient  also  complained  of  dull  lumbar 
pajn,  and  occasional  priapism. 

Vomiting  was  encouraged  by  warm  water,  and  when 
the  stomach  had  become  somewhat  quieted,  repeated 
doses  of  a  strong  solution  of  gum-arabic  were  exhibited. 
Under  this  treatment  he  was  greatly  relieved;  but 
cupping  in  the  loins  and  free  purging  were  subsequently 
thought  necessary. 

The  peculiar  interest,  in  this  case  arises  from  the 
Isrge  quantity  taken,  and  the  rapid  recovery.  The 
largest  dose  recorded  by  Christison  is  one  drachm,  but 
it  is  evident  in  the  present  case,  thst  double  that 
quantity  most  have  been  talsen.— Afe<fica/  Gazette, 
May  14,  1847. 

NOTICE  OF  THE  LATE  PROFESSOR 
LISFRANC,  OF  PARIS. 

A  lively  interest  is  always  felt  about  men  of  superior 
talent  or  great  singularity,  particularly  when  they  liaTo 
filled  high  public  appointmenu  and  gained  great  noto« 
riety  or  reputation  in  the  world.  Of  the  recently  .living, 
few  of  our  profession  were  better  known  to  foreignera 
visiting  the  French  schools,  than  M.  Lisfranc.   He  waa 
bom  in  1786,  in  a  small  village  in  the  south  of  France, 
ai)d  at  the  age  of  twenty.six  years  had  risen  to  tho 
position  of  surgeon  of  the  first  class  in  the  French 
army,  in  which  capacity  he  served   during   several 
campaigns.    Tired  of  this  line  of  life,  he  went  to  Faria- 
to  pursue  further  his  studies  and  engage  in  the  praotico 
of  his  profession.    His  fine  talents  and  profound  surgi* 
cal  knowledge  soon  attracted  attention ;  he  gave  private 
lectures  on  varioua  subjects  during  several  coBsecutiva 
years,  and  was  at  length  appointed  Hospital-Snrgeoa 
by  the  Council.general  of  the  civil  hospitals. 

At  La  Piti^,  Lisfirano  distinguished  himself  by  hia 
clinical  lectures,  and  he  has  often  been  deeoribed  aa 
a  most  admirable  operator,  using  his  knife  with  aa 
enviable  saa^  froid  and  with  surprising  deKterity^ 
never  being  discomposed  or  thrown  off  his  gnaid  by 
any  untoward  eveat.  Ha  attainad  to  a  lafge  prirata 
practice,  and  was  consalled  in  the  most  impartaat 
cases  of  uterine  disease.  A  truTeUer  hom  the  Waatera 
World  thus  daicribas  hia  first  interviaw  with  Lisllaaa  »— 

^  I  was  seated  with  a  bevy  of  young  mescal  friwids^ 
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beneath  the  bonght  ef  m^  wida-fpraading  tSm,  on  « 
4eUghifBl  rammer  morning,  and  lair  bim  ibr  the  lint 
time  at  hp  entered  Uie  hoftpital  gate«  and  laontered 
alowly  along, the  gravelled  walk  of  the  long  and  wide 
nrenoe,  leading  to  the  ;ward  containing  bit  female 
patientt.  Hit  head  covered  with  a  ruttj  black  and 
red  cap^  which,  in  thtpe  of  a  tea-cap,  ttuck  like  % 
platter  to  the  tammit  of  hit  crown ;— bit  long-wai|ited, 
•canty,  tnoff-coloured  coat,  dangling  about  hit  heelt, 
-and  tapering  away  to  sharpnest  like  the  tail  of  a  kile; — 
hit  cariously-contriTed  pantaloont,  loote  and  bagging 
about  hit  hipt,  and  at  each  stride  flattering  to  the 
wind  ;-Jhit  long  thovel^haped  thoet,  tcattering  pebbly 
MM  he  wallsed,  from  right  to  left  ^— hit  armt  ttanding 
out  from  bit  body,  lilce  the  handle  of  a  pomp,  con- 
joined with  his  out-ttretched  flexible  neck,  which  twang 
to  and  fro  beneath  the  prestare  of  hit  lengthy  and 
wedged-thaped  vitage,  pretented  one  of  the  mott 
ludicroat  tpectacles  I  ever  beheld.  He  catt  an 
inqairing  tide-long  glance  at  oor  group,  at  he  pasted, 
^vhich  teemed  to  indicate,  I  thoaght,  a  belief  that  we 
were  amusing  ourselves  at  bis  expense,  for  he  instantly 
bristled  up,  and  with  averted  head  hurried  out  of  tight. 
We  followed,  and  the  next  moment  taw  him  ttretebing 
through  the  wards,  hit  right  hand  grasping  a  speculum, 
and  hit  left  a  brush  for  wiping  the  ulcerations  after 
hit  inttrument  was  applied.  There  were  fifteen  or 
twenty  femalet  labouring  under  the  peculiar  complaints, 
jTor  the  treatment  of  which  he  it' to  celebrated.  Before 
-commencing  with  thete,  however,  he  called  the  roll, 
to  ascertain  that  all  hit  intemeg  or  honte-pupilt  were 
muttered  at  their  potti,  and  refuted  to  proceed  until 
ft  delinquent,  who  was  in  bed  taking  hit  morning  nap, 
vat  brought  to  the  tcipne  of  action.  He  then  began  a 
clinical  ditcourae,  explaining  the  general  nature  of  the 
diteatet  before  him,  waxing  warmer  and  warmer  as  he 
proceeded,  and  gradually  raising  his  stentorian  voice, 
until  its  tones  seemed  to  shake  the  foundation  of  the 
old  building,  and  startle  the  very  rafters  above  our 
heads;  whilst  he,  peering  and  scanning  from  right  to 
ieft  the  looks  of  his  auditors  with  great  self  satisfaction, 
teemed  to  inquire  into  the  effect  hit  sesquipedalian 
words  and  thundering  sentonces  may  have  produced 
upon  their  mindt,  and,  after  a  few  more  tweeping 
oratorical  flourithet,  made  a  regultr  set-to  at  his 
patientt,  applying  hit  inttrumentt  rapidly  and,  without 
oeremony,  giving  each  pupil  a  fair  opportunity  to  tee 
and  judge  for  himtelf."* 

A  conilderable  proportion  of  the  many  hundreds 
of  our  countrymen,  who  have  known  and  observed 
liisfranc,  will  not  fail  to  recognize  the  faithfulness  of 
the  preceding  sketch  of  so  singular  a  man,  of  whom 
it  hat  been  asserted,  that  his  eccentricities  of  manner 
and  dress,  and  his  overbearing  mauner  and  behaviour, 
were  assumed  to  produce  an  effect,  and  did  not  retult 
from  any  want  of  the  kindlier  and  better  feelingt  of 
our  nature.  In  one  retpect,  however,  the  conduct  of 
Litfrane  hat  met  with  general  ditapprobation  and 
unreserved  centure:  hit  cparsenett  and  freedom  of 
de£unatory  remarka  againtt  hit  coUeaguet^  or  hit 
jrivaU  in  repntation,  to  one  of  the  mott  energetic  and 

*   •  Professor  GibiOBi  •*Rambtet  in  Euzope"  U  183t, 


taldnied  bf  whom,  (Telpeao,;  he  has  bssn  heaid  (tf 
ap^j  the  words  **  hrUfond,  vo/^kt,  poUrooitf  9fc.^ 
Between  Ibese  rival  eohfriries  there  seems  to  have 
been  nd  lo^e  Idtt,  Telpean  not  nnfVvqaently  indolgiog 
in  very  severe  and  bitter  remsrkt  againtt  Litfrane^ 
It  if  observed  that,  **  fortunately  these  things  art  per-* 
fectly  nnderatood  in  Paris,  and  never  produce  toy 
other  eontequencet  than  a  temporary  excitement" 

There  it  no  doubt  that  Lisfranc't  coarse  language 
and  overbearing  manner  made  htm  unpopular  wi^ 
many  of  his  fellow-practitioners,  and  told  vecy  dit- 
adyanftageously  upon    his  juvenile    hearers.     Some 
r^triJMition  for  thete  mal.practicet  overtook  him  a  few 
yean  dnce,  by  the  pubRcstion  of  a  ipnriout  worki 
purporting  co  be  hit  '*Lectaret  on  Oibeates  of  the 
Uterus,**   by  a   former   pupil,  whom   LHfranc   ha< 
greatly  assisted  and  enabled  to  become  a  member  oC 
the  medical  profetsfon.     The  renowned  teacher  had 
announced  that  he  had  amputated  the  neck  of  the 
womb  in  nearly  a  hundred  instancet,  and  that  foor- 
fiftbt  of  the  eases  were  tuccettful ;  whiltt  the  spurious 
writer  asserted  that  '*not  a  single  cure  was  ever  per. 
formed  by  Lisfranc  in  the  hospital!"    The  work  IrtfB 
reviewed  in  some  of  the  Journals  very  nnfaTourably 
for    Litflrane's    reputation ;    but   the   niame    of   its 
disreputable  author  is  no  lotfger  to  be  found  in  th^ 
booksellers'  catalogues,  wbHst  every  treatise  firom  th« 
pen  of  Lisfranc  basbeen  sought  after  wftfaeftgemest,  and 
favourably  received.     He  was  the  author  of  numerous 
memoirt  on  Practcrree,  Amputations,  DItlocationt,  Dit* 
tates  df  the  Artertes,"  White-swelliugs  of  the  Joints,  &c.| 
pnbUshed  in  the  joYinuds  of  the  day ;  thes«,  re-touched 
by  the  author,  with  many  additional  subjects,  are  eon- 
ttfned  in  his  eke/.^auore,  the*<  CSnique  (Mrwrgietde  ie 
PH6pUal  de  la  PiGi"  in  three  octavo  Tolames*  a  work 
entitling  Litfrane  to  the  gratitude  of  posterity,  and 
esublithiog  hit  reputation  at  one  of  the  best  of  Ae 
praclicral  teaehert  of  surgery  id  modem  times. 
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ANECDOTES  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION: 
(Continued fiom  pa^e  334.J  , 

VIII.«-Daring  this  autumn  Scott  formed  the  personal 
acquaintanoe  of  Hungo  Paik>  the  celebrated  victim. 
of  African  discovery.  On  his  return  from  his  first 
expedition.  Park  endeavoured  to  establiah  himself  as 
a  medical  practitioner  in  the  town  of  Hawiok^  but  th^ 
drudgeries  of  that  calling  in  tuch  a  district  soon  ex- 
hausted hit  ardent  temper,  and  he  was  now  living  ia 
seclusion  in  his  native  cottage^  at  Fowltheils^  on  th^ 
Yarrow,  nearly  opposite  Newark  Castle. 

**  On  one  occasion^'  Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  ;;*  tho 
traveller  commnnioated  to  bfm  some  vary  aomarkable 
advmitures  which  had  befallen  him  in  Africa,  bu^ 
Which  he  had  not  recorded  in  his  book."  On  Scott's 
asking  the  cause  of  this  silence,  Mungo  answered, 
"  that  in  all  cases  where  he  had  information  to  com' 
municate,  which  he  thought  of  importance  to  th# 
public,  he  had  stated  the  facts  boldly,  leaving  it  t» 
his  readert  to  give  tuch  credit  to  hit  atatementt  as 
they  might  appear  juttly  to  deterve,  but  that  he  would 
not  thook  their  faith,  or  reader  his  trArels  aofi 
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■arreUoot,  bj  introdaciiif  dreamBtanc—,  wliiob*  how. 
•€f«r  true,  were  of  little  or  no  momoQ^  m  ibvy  related 
folaly  to  liit  own  perianal  advenlares  aod  eicapea." 

This  reply  tOnck  Soott  as  highly  characteritUo  of  tha 
■mill ;  and  though  stroogljr  tempted  to  set  down  some 
of  theie  marvels  for  Mr.  Wishaw's  oae,  he,  on  redec* 
lioD|  abslaioed  from  doing  so,  holding  it  unfair  to 
record  what  the  adventurer  had  deliberately  chosen 
40  snppress  in  his  own  narrative. 

Calling  one  day  at  Fowlsbeils,  and  not  finding  Park 
at  home,  Scott  walked  in  search  of  him  along  the 
4)ink8  of  the  Yarrow^  which,  in  that  neighbourhood,. 
psases  over  various  ledges  of  rock,  forming  deep  pools, 
and  eddies  between  them.  Presently  be  diseovered 
hit  friend  standing  alone  on  the  bank,  plunging  one 
ilone  after  another  into  the  water,  aod  watching 
anxiously  the  bubbles  as  they  rose  opon  the  surface. 
^This,"  said  Scott,  «  appears  but  an  idle  amusement 
for  one  who  has  seen  so  much  stirring  adventure." 
"Not  80  idloy  perhaps,  as  yon  suppose,"  answered 
Mango.  *'  This  was  the  manner  in  which  I  used  to 
ascertain  the  depth  of  a  river  in  Africa,  before  I 
Tentored  to  cross  it,  judging  whether  the-  attempt 
would  be  safe,  by  the  time  the  bubbles  of  air  took  to 
aicend.*  At  this  time  Park's  intention  of  a  second 
expedition  had-  never. been  revealed  to  Soott,  but  he 
kMaotly  formed  the  opinion  that  these  ezperimenu 
00  Yarsow  were  connected  with  some  such  puipose. 

Histhoughta  had  always  continued  to  be  haunted  with 
Africa.  He  told  Scott  that  whenever  he  awoke  suddenly 
io  the  night,  owing  to  a  nervous  disorder  wiib  which  be 
vss  troubled,  he  fancied  himself  still  a  prisoner  in  the 
t0ot  of  All  i  bnt  when  the  poet  expressed  some  surprise 
thst  he  should  design  again  to  re-visit  those  scenes, 
he  snswered»  that  he  would  rather  brave  Afirioa,  and 
all  its  horrora»  than  wear  out  his  life  in  loog  and 
toilions  rides  over  the  hillB  of  Scotland,  for  which 
the  remuneration  was  hardly  enough  to  keep  soul  and 
body  together. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  autumn,  when  about  to  quit 
his  country  for  the  last  time,  Park  paid  Scntt  a  farewell 
visit,  and  slept  at  Ashestiel.  Next  morning  bis  host 
accompanied  bim  homewards  over  the  wild  chain  of 
hills  between  the  Tweed  and  the  Yarrow.  Park  talked 
mnch  of  bis  new  scheme,  and  mentioned  his  determina- 
tion to  tell  his  family  that  he  had  some  business  for 
s  day  or  two  in  Edinburgh,  and  send  them  his  blessing 
from  thence,  without  returning  to  take  leave.  He 
hsd  married,  not  long  before,  a  pretty  and  amiable 
woman;  and  when  they  reached  the  Williamhope 
Bidge,  **the  autumnal  mist  floating  heavily  and  slowly 
down  the  valley  of  the  Yarrow,'*  presented  to  Scott's 
imagination,  *'  a  striking  emblem  of  the  troubled  and 
uncertain  prospei^  which  his  undertaking  afforded." 
He  remained,  however,  unshaken,  and  at  length  they 
reached  the  spot  at  which  they  had  agreed  to  separate. 
A  small  ditch  divided  the  moor  from  the  road,  and, 
in  going  over  it.  Park's  horse  stumbled,  and  nearly 
<dl.  **  I  am  afraid,  Mungo,"  said  the  Sheriff;  <*  that 
is  a  bad  omen;**  to  which  he  answered,  smiling, 
^Freils  (omens)  follow  those  who  look  to  them." 
With  this  expression  Mungo  struck  the  spun  into 


fhis  hone,  and  Scott  never  saw  him  agaitt.«*-ZocAfter<'s 
jAf'f  rf^W  WtUitr  8coU^  vol.  II.,  p.  10. 

!*^  TX.— Dr.  Hunter  had,  fh  the  year  1765,  in  the  moat 
liberal  way,  proposed  to  the  then  Ministry*  to  bolld  m 
pablie  theatre  of  Anatomy,  at  an  expense  to  himself  of 
£7000,  and  to  endow  a  professorship  of  anatomy  in 
perpetuity,  on  condition  that  they  would  grant  a  piece 
of  ground  in  the  Mews  as  a  site  for  the  bailding.  Bnt 
Lord  Orenville  and  his  colleagues,  with  the  apathy 
which  the  JSngllsh  government  has  too  often  shown  to 
Che  interests  of  science,  declined  the  offer.  Lord 
Shelburne  was'  desimnt  that  the  plan  should  be  exe- 
cuted by  subscription,  and  generously  requested  his 
name  should  be  put  down  for  one  thousand  guineas. 
Dr.  Hunter's  delicacy,  however,  led  him  to  decline  thia 
proposal,  and  he  determined  to  erect  a  boilding  at  hia 
own  expense.  For  this  purpose  be  purchased  a  spot 
of  ground  in  Great  Windmill  street,  where  he  built  a 
spacious  house,  with  a  theatre  and  museum,  to  which 
he  removed  in  1770,  passing  over  the  lease  of  his  house 
in  Jermyn  Street  to  his  brother  John. — The  Works  of 
John  Hvntn,  by  J.  F.  JPalmer,  Vol.  1 ,  p.  35. 
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WIDOWS  OF  M£DICAL  M£N. 
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A  letter  has  been  published  by  our  associate,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Smith,  of  Sontham,  advocating  the  formation 
of  a  Society  of  Mercy  to  tlie  sick  poor,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  homes  and  a  general  provision  for  the  widows- 
of  fsedical  men ;  and  he  appeals  to  the  public  in  support 
of  tbe  latter  object,  on  the  ground  of  the  exertions 
made,  often  without  fee  or  reward,  and  danger  in- 
corred  by  medical  men  in  discbarge  of  their  duties, 
and  especially  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when  fever 
is  so  extensively  prevalent  in  certain  districts. 

"Let  a  sufficient  fund,"  he  obser^'es,  **be  raised  to 
carry  out  the  followiog  scheme  :  let  there  be  convenient 
houses  bailt  in  the  county  town  and  other  populous 
places,  and  fitted  up  as  convenient  suits  of  apartments, 
well  aired,  however  small :  let  these  rooms  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  poorer  widows  of  medical  men,  to 
whom  there  should  also  be  assigned  an  income,  however 
moderate,  opon  which,  without  anxiety,  they  could' 
rely.  There  would  be,  I  have  no  doubt,  many  cant 
didates,  who  for  this  provision  would  devote  with 
pleasure  and  gratitude  thoir  deolining  years  to  the 
guardianship  of  the  sick  and  infirm.  They  would 
hardly  fail  to  be  peculiarly  qualified  for  such  functions. 
I  do  not,  of  course,  mean  that  they  should  take  the 
whole  labour  as  sick  nurses;  they  would  be  more 
QseAsl  as  constant  visitors  and  superintendents,  and 
would  serve  as  oi'gans  of  communication  between  the 
contributors  to  the  fund  and  the  objects  of  their  care, 
being  responsible  to  a  Board  elected  by  these  con. 
tributors,  and  by  whom  they  would  in  return  for  the 
information  they  would  be  able  to  give,  receive  every 
enoouragement  and  assistance'in  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ACADEMIE  DBS  SCIENCES,  FARIS. 
Mr.  Qmham,  Professor  of  Chemistrj  is.tbe  UniVer. 
sity  of  .London,  has  been  elected  «  CorrespoDdingr 
Member  of  the  Acsdem j  of  Sciences,  in  tbe  room  of 
Mr.  Hatcbett,  deceased. 


MEDICAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Benjamin  TraTors,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  has  been  elected 
President  of  tbe  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  tbe 
room  of  Mr.  Lawrence;  and  Edward  Stanley,  Esq., 
P.R.S.,  and  Joseph  Henry  Green,  Eiq.,  F.R.S.,  have 
bean  elected  Vice-Presidents  of  the  College  for  the 
ensnlng  year. 

Charles  J.  B.  Aldis,  M.D.,  has  been  appointed  Phy- 
sioian  to  tbe  Metropolitan  Free  Hospital. 

Thomas  Ingle,  M.D.,  late  of  Jersey,  has  been  elected 
Physician  to  the  West  Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Wayte,  deceased. 

M.  Chassaignac  has  been  appointed  Snrgeon  to  tbe 
B6pital  des  Enfans,  Paris. 

M.  Hugaier  has  been  appointed  Surgfeon  to  the 
Bdpiul  Beaujon,  Paris,  in  the  room  of  M.  Laogier, 
lately  appointed  to  succeed  M.  Lisfranc,  at  the  Hdpital 
delaPiii^. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
The  following  gentlemen  have. been  elected  Fellows 
of  the  College:— Sir  George  Magrath,  M.D.,  Plymonth; 
H.  B.  Leeson,  M.D.;  Soathwood  Smith,  M.D.;  Peter 
Nogent  Kingston,  M.D. ;  John  Taylor,  M.D. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  the  16th 
instant:— J.  F.  Jones;  G.  G.  Wiostone;  J.  Leslie; 
J.  C.  Dukes;  F.  Greenwood;  T.  B.  Forster;  F.  Farmer; 
Vf.  G.  Gill;  J.  Lancashire;  W.  T.  Domville;  W. 
F.  Yidal ;  H.  Shelley. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  July  23rd, 
J847:-.C.  P.  Markus;  W.  H.  Ackland;  W.  J.  Blyih; 
H.  Tamer;  J.  L.  Holloway;  J.  O.  Evans;  C.  A. 
TITalters;  A.  H.  Paterson ;  J.  Adolpbus ;  J.  H.  Buxton; 
W.  H.  Popbam. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates  Thursday,  July 
Stb :— William  Henry  Cook,  Surrey ;  Edmond  Archer, 
London ;  Mtcbael  Hoole  Asbwell)  Longdon,  Stafford- 
fibire. 

Thursday,  July  15ih  : — Henry  Alfred  Warbnrlon, 
Websey ,  Bradford ;  Jas.  Braid,  Manchester ;  Cbappell 
May  Empson,  Crediton;  James  Lancashire,  Land, 
near  Bury;  Oliver  Pemberton,  Birmingham;  Hugh 
Robert  Rump,  Wells,  Norfolk. 


July  14th,  at  Nenagh,  of  fever,  aged  37,  J.  B. 
Fletcher,  M.D.,  one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Neosgb 
Fever  Hospital. 

July  17th,  at  Leeds,  aged  40,  Francis  Sharps,  Esq.^ 
of  ferer,  caught  while  discharging  the  duties  of  district 
surgeon,  which  he  had  undertaken  during  the  illasss* 
of  Mr.  Tavlor. 

July  19th,  Richard  Morice  Tobin,  M.D.,  SuTgeon 
of  her  Majesty's  Dockyard,  Devonport. 

Lately  at  Lynn,  John  Wayte,  Esq.,  M.D.,  aged  58^ 
He  was  an  Alderman  of  the  borough;  twice  Mayor;, 
formerly  Physician  to  the  Lynn  Dispensary,  and  also 
Senior  Physician  tu  the  West  Norfolk  and  Lynn 
Hospital.  He  died  much  respected,  particularly  by  the 
poor,  to  whom  he  was  always  a  ready  professional 
/yiend. 

Lately,  at  Ballyfarnham,  of  fever,  —  Hawksawoftit,. 

M.D, 
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Report  on  tbe  Recent  Progress  of  Chemistry,  in  iu 
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London:  Churchill.     1847.    Svo.  pp.  426. 

The  Preservation  of  Infanu  in  Delivery ;  being  sn 
Exposition  of  the  Chief  Caase  of  Mortally  in  Still- 
Born  Children.  By  Richard  King,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.» 
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Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Maoageia  of  the  State 
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The  Retrospect  of  Medicine,  &o.  Edited  hj  V. 
Braithwaite,  Lecturer  on  Obstetrie  Medicine  at  the 
Leeds  School  of  Medicine,  &&  Vol.  XY.  Jaonarj^- 
June,  1847.  London:  SimpkiOy  MafehaU*  and  Co. 
1847.  pp.  472. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  July  2nd,  at  Waterford,  of  fever,  John  Price, 
Esq.,  M.D. 

July  7th,  of  fever,  R.  B.  Barlow,  Esq.;  one  of 
the  Union  Sarg^as  for  the  Blackburn  district. 

July  lOtb,  at  Paddington,  aged  67,  William  Hopeful 
Lerew,  Esq.,  Snrgeon. 

Jnly  lOtb,  at  Cofentry,  aged  60,  Henry  Ronalds, 
M.D. 


ERRATA. 
At  page  378,  col.  1,  line  25,  for  <<sA  n  dUUact  pre. 
cipitate.  Lime,  either,**  &g.,  reed  "aa  a  distinct 
precipitate,  since  either,"  Ac;  L  37,  for  <*eocnned/^ 
read  ''it  occurred;"  L  85,  for  *« eoniieetive/'  nai 
"concentric." 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  hav^  been  reoeSved  from  Mr.  & 
Cobbold;  I>r.  Addison;  Mr.  A.  Prfcherd;  Br* 
Cotton ;  Dr.  J.  Campbell ;  Mr.  W.  Allison  ;  Dr.  J» 
H.  Pickford;  Dr.  H.  Bennet;  Mr.  F.  Boekell^*  Br. 
Kingdon ;  Mr.  T.  C.  Girtin. 

It  is  requested  that  all  letters  and  communicate* 
be  sent  to  Dr.  Streetcn,  Poregato  Street,  Wcr^ 
cester.  Pareels  and  hooka  for  review,  Hay  ht 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  PktiTineial  Medicsl 
and  Sttifical  Joantal,  care  of  Mr.  ChttrcksB,  fkiicci 
Street,  Soke. 
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MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

< 

ANNIVERSARY  MEETING. 

The  Fifteenth  Attniremry  Meetiag  of  the  Asso- 
ciatioB  wns  beld  at  Derby,  on  Wednesday,  the  4tb, 
and  Thnnday,  the  5th  of  Angust,  1847. 


The  following  gentlemeo  recorded  their  names  in 
the  book  kept  for  that  purpose : — 

John    Green  Crosee,    Esq.,    Norwich ;     John    S. 
Soieo,  Soq.»  (late  of  Bath,)  Sunbury,  Middlesex ;  James 
Mtekness,  M.D.,  Hastings ;  Richard  Charobera,  M.D.» 
Colchester;  Jas.Crang,  Esq.,  Timsbury ;  Geo.  Soulby, 
M.D.,  Dover;  Thomas M«rtin#£«q.,  Reigate ;  William 
Cdnhlly,    M.D,   Cfadtenbam;    John  Conolly,  M.D., 
Haawell;  Robert  J.N.  Streeten,  M.D.,  Worcester; 
Charles  Hastings,  M.D.,  Worcester;  Edmund  Lyon, 
M.D.,  Manchester;  Tiios.  Nursaw,  Esq.,  Brougbton, 
Manchester;  James  Heygate,  M.D.,  Derby;  Samuel 
C^mptott,  Esq.,  Manchester ;    S.  W.  Fearn,  Esq., 
Derby ;  Ridiard  Broadbent,  Fsq.,  Altringham ;  John 
Churchill, Esq., London;  W. Nevnbam,  Esq.,  Farnbaro; 
Cfarittophcr  A.  Nenrnbam,  Esq.,  Parnham  ;  William 
O.  Newnham,  Esq.,  Parnham;  Thomas    Nnnneley, 
Esq.,  Leeds  ;  W.  R.  Lomas,£sq.,Parwich;  Wm.  Gill, 
M.D.,  Kottfaigham ;  Thomas  Hodgkio,  M.D.,  London ; 
Booth    £ddison,    Esq.,   Nottingham;  Marshall  Hall 
Higg!iiil»oitom   Esq.,    Nottingham;  Frederick  Tinker 
Esq.,    Hyde,   Cheshire ;  John    Higginbottom,    Esq., 
Nottfakgham ;    Fsancis    Sihsoo,    Esq.,    Nottingham ; 
George    Taylor,   Esq.,    Derby;    W.    Cantrell,   Esq., 
Wirkssvvrth  ;  J.  Whitaker  Johnson,  Esq. ;  John  Wright, 
£iq.,  Derby  $  James  Kennedy,  M.D.,  Loughborough; 
Jokn  iohnaoD,  Jan.,  Esq.  Derby ;  Thoa.  Heygate,  Esq., 
IMHtofHarinro' ;  Saml.  H.  Evans,  Esq.,  Derby;  Jobn 
Hesry  Bddows,  Esq.,  Longhboroogh ;  David  Da  vies, 
Baq.,LeDghoroiigh ;  J.Hodgson,  Esq.,  Birmingham  ;  J. 
Rosseil)  M.B.,  Birmingham ;  James  Johnstone,  M.D., 
Biraiiiigham;   Richard  Thomas  Tasker,  Esq.,  Mel- 
hesnc;  lliomaa  Wood,  Esq.,  Derby;  Richard  R. 
Anon,  £iq»,  Belper;  Geoige  A.  Cope,  Esq.,  Etwail; 
W.  H.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  Ripky  ;  M.  Martini  de  Bartolom^ 
MJ>^  Shefield;  Henry  G.  Boll,  M.D.,  Hereford; 
Mkm  JolmsoB,  Esq.,  St.  Alkmunds ;  John  Wightman 
UUff  fi^.,  OltenoB ;  Sdw«c4t  Crisp,  Esq.,  Canbenrell ; 
A«  RifbenkOB,  M.D.,  Northampton ;  J.  H.  Walsh,  Esq., 
WgiKltotti;   Thomas  V.    Hcygatt,   £tq«,  Hatudope  ; 

'  ili.  U,  August  11,  IM7. 


Charles  Borough,  Esq.,  Derby;  Henry  F.  6isbome» 
Esq.,  Derby;  Augustus  G.  Greaves,  Esq.,  Derby; 
Charles  Evans,  Esq.,  Winster ;  Thomas  Lomas,  Esq., 
Belper ;  E.  J.  Shearman,  M.D.,  Rotberham ;  W.  E. 
Boddington,  Esq.,  Chesterfield;  Charles  J.  Shearman* 
A.B.,  Rotberham ;  D.  Rice,  Esq.,  Stratford-on- 
Avon;  William  White  Cooper,  Esq.,  London ;  S.  Hare» 
Esq.,  London ;  Henry  C.  Boisragon,  M.D.,  Cheltenham ; 
Jamea  Paxton,  M.D.,  Rugby;  G.  Spencer,  Esq., 
Alfreton;  Robert  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Derby;  J.  Hatton, 
Esq.,  Manchester;  James  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Manchester; 
T.  P.  Teale,  Esq.,  Leeds ;  J.  Toogood,  M.D.,  Torquay ; 
H.  F.  Barman,  Esq.,  Henley-in-Arden;  H.  B.  Steele, 
Esq.,  Stoke  Ferry,  Norfolk;  H.  L.  Smith,  Esq., 
Soutbam ;  Lieut.  C.  S.  Salmon,  Stoke  Ferry, 
Norfolk;  Thomaa  Radford,  M.D.,  Manchester;  D. 
P.  Evans,  Esq.,  Belper;  Thomas  Brown,  Esq., 
Castle  Donington;  £.  Williams,  Esq.,  Wrexham; 
Charles  Radcliffe  Hall,  M.D.,  Holmes  Chapel ;  Wm. 
Charles  Rudkin,  Esq.,  Derby;  Thomas  Charles 
Cade,  Esq.,  Spondon,  near  Derby ;  Richard  Flint,  Esq., 
Stockport;  W.  Price,  Esq.,  Leeds;  Samuel  Smith, 
^sq.,  Leeds;  Ferguson  Branson,  M.D.,  Sheffield ; 
W.  H.  Ranking,  M.D.,  Norwich  ;  Samuel  Hey, 
Esq.,  Leeds ;  Thomas  Paget,  Esq.,  Leicester ;  George 
Ciirme,  Esq.,  Dorchester;  John  Thurnara,  M.D., 
York;  Thomas  Poyser,  Esq.,  Wirksworth;  John 
Skevington,  Esq.,  Ashbourne;  John  Williams,  Esq., 
Sudbury;  John  Ashford,  Esq.,  Hinckley;  William 
Hallis,  Esq.,  Alvaston ;  Michael  Thomas  Jones,  Esq., 
Strandlow ;  G.  M.  White,  Esq.,  Nottingham ;  T.  A. 
Burrows,  Esq.,  Snewton ;  Henry  Brigstoke,  Esq., 
Derby;  Henry  Taylor,  Esq.,  Nottingham;  William 
Jackson,  Esq.,  Sheffield ;  G.  Reedail,  Esq.,  Sheffield  ; 
George  Oldham,  Esq.,  Alfreton;  Kenrick  Watson, 
Esq.,  Stourport;  R.S.  Hutchinson, M.D., Nottingham; 
&c.,  &c. 

FIRST  GENERAL  MEETING. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Meeting. 

At  one  o'clock,  according  to  previous  arrangement, 
the  First  General  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  when  abont  two  hundred  gentlemen 
were  assembled. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Hastings,  the  Chair  was 
in  the  first  instance  taken  by  Mr.  Ckobsb,  the  retiring 
President,  who  said*"' 

Q 


.r" 
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Q#Ml0iiMnar-l  hum  now  the  faonoor  to  mddnm  yon 
M  Bntident  for  the  yetr  about  to  close,  tnd  I  can 
assure  you  that  the  duties  of  the  ofl&ce  I  have  filled 


ttan  i  and  when  ho  returns  to  his  honc^  U  n  jreiir's 
jostlifig  with  a  sharp  coinpetitidn»  (which,  perhs|i|  all 
professions  are  now  equally  subject  to  with  our  ova^ 


Kare  been  ftery  light.    The  transactions  of  the  Society ,  laajomewhat  warped  his  mind,  pr  soured  his  disposi. 


for  the  past  year  thai  require  to  be  brought  before  the 
Meeting,  will  be  found  in  the  rarious  reports  that  will 
be  presented  to  you ;  and  it  is  only  necessary  therefore 
lor  me  to  say  a  recy  few  words.  To  our  profession,  gentle- 
sten,  time  is  most  valuable,  and  to  me  it  appears  an 
imperative  duty  to  look  to  deeds  rather  than  words* 
when  I  meet  the  members  of  the  medical  professson. 
I  can  only  say,  unimportant  as  my  duties  htve  been, 
they  have  been  important  to  myself  as  I  conceive, 
having  been  placed  by  yon  in  such  a  fitnation  as  I  have 
been.  I  retire  from  that  situation  with  feelings  of 
thankfulness,  if  I  escape  your  disapprobation,  and  I 
shall  be  happy  during  my  after  life,  to  extend  to  you 
those  studies  which  have  always  been  delightful  to  me. 
I  need  not  detain  you  further  than  by  introducing  to 
you  Dr.  Heygate,  of  this  important  district,  who  will  I 
hope,  as  President  of  your  Society  for  the  ensuing 
year,  conduct  your  business  with  more  ability  than  I 
possess. 

PaiSIDKNT'B  ADORBSS. 

Dr.  HsYGATB,  on  taking  the  Chair,  addressed  the 

Meeting  as  follows: — 

Gevtlbmsk^ — I  should  ill  disguise  my  feelings  were 
I  not,  at  the  ooset»  to  declare  that  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon  me  as  your  President,  I  undertake  with 
extreme  diffidence,  mistrustful  as  I  feel  I  am  of 
power  to  do  due  honour  to  the  appointment,  and 


knowing  that  my  claims  for  so  distinguished  an  office    by  »  learned  member  of  our   own    Assootation,    I 


ii0Q«.he  will  find  all  these  feelings  much  softened,  if 
Aot  wholly  removed,  and  will  buckle  to,  with  renewed 
Energy,  for  all  that  is  good  in  our  profession.  In  short, 
gentlenieo,  he  must  retnrn  from  these  meetings  a  better 
man,  a  better  citizen,  a  better  friend.  * 
'  Tbii^  at  least,  is  my  own  experience,  and  when  I  have 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  these  annasl 
gatherings,  I  candidly  acknowledge  that  they  have  had 
the  most  salutary  i^ufluence.on  me,  and  that  I  con- 
sider them  amongst  the  happiest  periods  of  my  pro- 
fesi^qnal  life. 

'  Let  IIS  hope  that  this  Anniversary  will  not  be 
behind  those  that  have  gone  before  it,  in  cementing 
still  closer  that  bond  of  union» — that  kindly  feeling  of 
brotherhood,  which  should  characterize  every  section  of 
a  liberal  and  learned  profession. 

My  great  admiration  of  this  Society  has  been  the 
higb  tone  of  feeling,  the  calm  and  the  temperate  spirit 
which  have  uniivenially  pervaded  all  its  proceedings. 
Who  can  read  the  editorial  articles  of  the  Journal 
addressed  as  they  are  to  every  shade  of  disposition,  and 
not  be  struck  with  the  forbearance,  the  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, as  well  as  the  talent  which  invariably  mafk 
them. 

Talk  of  Medical  Refotm,  gentlensen,  much  as  It  is 
wanted,  more,  in  my  humble  opinion,  depends  upoft 
ourselves.  The  words  which  were  quoted  on  a 
former  occasion,  and  which  were  originally  uttered 


are  feeble  when  compared  with  those  of  many  who 
have  preceded  me. 

What,  however,  I  want  in  talent,  shall  be  made  up 
in  zeal,  to  promo^  the  objects  of  this  great  and  grow- 
ing Association,  spread  as  it  is  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  and  numbering  as  it  does,  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  2000  members,  the  ^lite  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  Profession,  and  note  small  number 
of  the  talent  of  the  metropolis  iuelf.  And  what  are 
its  objects,  especially  those  of  meetings  like  these? 
To  unite  roan  to  man  in  upholding  the  dignity,  the 
science,  the  respectability,  of  our  common  profession; — 
to  promote  good  fellowship  amongst  all  its  members;— 
to  expand  and  warm  the  hearts  of  each  other  towards 
the  promotion  of  that  calling  which,  next  to  the 
Clerical,  is  avowedly  the  most  important  ;-^lo  stimn? 
late  each  other  in  the  onward  course  of  advancing 
medical  science,  and  social  good  feeling ; — to  rob  off  the 
rust  which  conflicting  and  selfish  interests  are  too  apt 
to  engender i— to  brighten  op  the  prospects; — tore- 
sissure  the  toil-worn  harrassing  life  of  a  medical  man,^ 
that,  by  unflinching  integrity  of  conduct,  he  will  seldom 
fail  of  reward,  and  that  even  should  he,  there  is  con- 
Bccted  with  our  Associstion  a  Benevolent  Fond,  show- 


csBjpot  do  better  than  repeat,  "We  abonld  not 
foi^t  that  the  true  elements  of  Medical  Reform  are 
rather  personal  than  corporate ;  that  a  bigk  standard 
of  individual  conduct  must  be  adopted*  ift  a*  *  body, 
we  would  be  purified ;  and  that  whatever  de^ys  may 
attend  the  introduction  of  Legislative  ReforBiy  them  is 
a  power  intrusted  to  every  one  of  us,  of  intamal 
reformation; — of  a  sound  and  healthy  training  of  the 
morals  and  intellectual  faculties ; — of  diligence  in  the 
pursuit  of  science ; — of  modesty  in  the  aelf-estimatioB 
of  attainments  ;-*H>f  moderation  in  all  desires  for  mere 
appfaiuse  or  emolument  ;-«of  refusal  to  stoop  to  what 
is  selfish  and  degrading; — of  rightly  estimating  the 
holy  luxury  of  doing  good— a  power  far  more  importaot 
than  the  best  regulated  charters,  the  true  and  only 
lasting  element  of  our  individual  and  collective  pros- 
perity. It  has  been  truly  said  that  a  profeaaion,  eftrj 
member  of  which  has  theae  qualities  in  abundaace» 
might  have  quacks  for  its  rivals,  but  would  trtnnph 
without  a  combat." 

Gentlemen,  these  are  words  of  stroog import;  nod 
since  Parliameat  has  allowed  another  Session  to  pass 
without  redressing  our  grievance^i  they  ought,  to  bo 
indelibly  fixed  upon  our  minds. 


ing  at  least  sympathy  for  all  his  cares,  and  marked        Having  touched  upon  the  ^abject  of  Medical  Refoniv 


interest  for  unforeseen  troubles  which  may  befal  him  or 
his  family. 

Oeotlemen,  in  my  bumble  opinion,  the  anniversary 
meatinga  of  this  Society  are  like  ao  Oasis  In  the  desert— 
a  bright  spot  in  the  toilsooie  cic«er  of  a  oifidicBl 


it  ia  but  an  act  of  justice  to  Sir  J^mes  Grahaa  to 
say,  that  in  the  bill  he  introduced  into  ParliaflMUt  ia 
the  capacity  of  Minister  of  the  Crown,  ao  .aua 
appacently  coiild  ahqw  a  gceater  IpcUnatioa  to  mfitt 
the  wiiihef,  and  €obihU  the  ia^ereiU  ik(  erecy  hmch 


L 


pREim>km*$  address. 


4fS 


Hit  i6  pirofBttioD,  and  perouifteDtly  to  settle,  Uk  k 
libcralittid  enHgbtened' Spirit,  thlt  **  quoHio  Mxtta  f 
bQt»  ahs!  so  many  cooflictiDg  interests  did  be  find 


afloit,— so'  many  c^rftradictory   opinions   advanced,    icent  gift  of  that  benevolent  man,  tbe  late  Mr.  Joeepk 


competent  to  jadge  tbaii  myself,  tbat  tb^l 
or  efer  seen  so  eflfective  a  bnildlng  at  to  smaH  a  eoift» 
I  cannot  omit  to  mention  the  Arboretom,  the  mani» 


that  after  amending  and  re-amendlng  the  bill,  be  gsi^e 
Qp  the  measure  in  despair, — I  was  almost  going  to  sky, 
in  disgust.  We  cannot  be  advocates  of  one  body  of 
practitioiiers  against  another;  circomstances  bare  prO- 
•duced,  and  custom  has  sanctioned,  the  division  of 
snedicsl  men  into  physicians,  surgeons,  and  general 
practitioners;  and  the  great  wisdom  of  these  clssses 
would  be  to  work  together  in  harmony ;  and  we  would 
stroogly  urge  upon  all,  that  the  SlKttlement  of  this 
•  qnestion,  by  legislative  enactment,  must  be  dependent 
upon  some  approach  to  unanimity,  in  the  concession 
of  minor  points,  being- manifested  by  the  different 
aiSCtions  of  our  profession.  Peradventure  each  most 
fflyt  up  some  favourite  crotchet  of  his  own  for  the 
public  weal. 

.In  the  session  just  ended,  the  simple  solution  of 
«ome  of  the  difficulties  has  been  attempted  by  the 
introduction  of  tbe  Medical  Registration  Bill;  hot 
-even  this  measure,  unobjectionable  as  it  would  appejli*, ' 
lias  met  with  strenuous  opposition  where  one  would 
least  have  expected  it;  and  no  sooner  does  Sir  Georgt 
Grev  receive  opposing  deputations  from  two  corporate 
bodies,  than,  in  his  place  in  the  House,  he  begs 
to  inform  the  Hon.  Member  who  brought  in  tbe  bill, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  differences  of  opinion,  the 
.government  cannot  lend  its  sanction  to  the  measure. 
Seeing  however,  increased  intelligence,  and  a  love  of 
acience  rapidly  pervading  our  ranks,  I,  for  one,  do  not  at 
all  despair  living  to  see  all  minor  differences  sunk,  and 
a  comprehensive  view  taken  of  all  that  concerns  tbe 
well-being  of  oitr  common  profession;  for  it  is  clear 
that  it  is  this  want  of  harmony  which  has  as  yet 
stood  in  the  way  of  salutary  legislation. 

Bat  I  have  wandered  from  the  more  pleasing  part'bf 
my  duty,  which  is,  in  the  name  of  the  local  Council  and 
tbe  profession  generally,  cordially  to  welcome  the  mem- 
bers of  tb^  Association  to  the  good  old  town  of  Derby; 
and  to  thank  them  for  the  high  compliment  they  hihre 
paid  this  borough  in  selecting  ft  as  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. We  cannot  pride  onrsetves,  like  the  city  of 
Korwich,  where  you  last  met,  in  possessing  objects 
equally  varied  and  interesting  to  the  lover  of  the  fine 
arts.  In  an  architectural  point  of  view,  we  have  no 
splendid  cathedral,  but  we  would  fain  direct  your 
aittention  to  the  tower  of  All  Saints*  Church,  one  of 
the  most  noble  in  the  kingdom,  of  peculiar  beauty, 
displaying  tbe  latest  style  of  florid  gothic.  ' 

Those  also  of  yon  who  admire  temples,  reared  for 
tbe  worship  of  the  living  and  true  God,  combining 
chaste  elegance  with  extreme  simplicity,  removed  alike 
from  dazzling  gaudinesi  and  tbe  bam-Iike  buildings 
which  teemed  so  much  to  be  the  fashion  at  one  time, 
cannot  do  better  than  visit  the  interior  of  tbe  church 
of  St.  Alkmnnd,  recently  erected,  from  a  design  of 
3f  r.  Stevens,  of  this  town,  whose  church  arcbiteetare 
her6,  afe  elsewhere,  does  him  infinite  credit.  I  may 
nentfcte,  «s  a  proof  of  talent,  and  what  is  no  mean 
<tfeifia^ntam  in  tbeie  atilitaAaik  dnya,  that  I  h«i/e' 
fte^tieatly  hattd,  It  itnarked,  by  (Iwac  BMdi  iMfee 


^trbtt.    These  grounds  were  planned  and  completed 
with  exquisite  taste,  by  tbe  late  Mr.  London,  tb^  well- 
known  landscape  gardener,  and,  conaideriog  that  fee 
had  a  flat  un picturesque  piece  of  ground  to  deal  witb> 
whatever  tbe  hypercritical  may  have  said,  and  some 
were  not  sparing  in  their  remark8,^-all  must  noir 
sgree,  that,  with  a  strong  prospective  eye  to  the  fntnve^ 
(le  arranged  the  embankments,  and  planted  tbe  shmbt 
tnd  trees,  with  consummate  skill.  As  grounds,  set  apart ' 
for  so  good  a  purpose  as  these  are,  are  of  vast  impor-  ' 
^nce  in  a  manufacturing  town  like  ours,  being  so 
conducive  to  the  health,  recreation,  and  imf^vement  ' 
of  the  people,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  quote  tbe  con-  ' 
eluding  part  of  the  worthy  donor's  address  on  pre- 
senting this  noble  gift  to  the  town  :— 

"  If  we  wish  to  obtain  the  affection  and  regard  of  - 
others,  we  must  manifest  kiodnesi  and  regard  towards  ' 
them ;  if  we  seek  to  wean  them  from  debasing  patauits  ' 
4nd  brutalizing  pleasures,  we  can  only  hope  to  do  so 
by  opening  to  them  new  sources  of  rational  enjoyment. 
It  is  under  this  conviction  that  I  dedicate  these  gardens 
to  the  public ;  and  I  will  only  add,  that  as  the  sun  has 
shone  brightly  on  me  through  life,  it  would  be  ungrate- 
ful in  me  not  to  employ  a  portion  of  the  fortune  wbiek 
I  possess  in  promoting  tbe  welfare  of  those  amongst 
whom  I  live,  and  by  whose  industry  I  have  been  aided  * 
in  its  acquisition." 

'  Tbe  concluding  sentence  needs  no  comment  of 
mine.  It  touches  a  chord  in  tbe  heart  of  every  man, 
that  must  respond  to  tbe  right  feeling  which  eonld 
dictate  it. 

I  cannot  take  up  your  time,  precious*  sAways  to 
medical  men,  and  too  brief  for  what  we  have  to  do  on 
an  occasion  like  this,  by  enumerating  the  other  objects 
in  the  town  and  this  highly  interesting  county,  worthy 
your  attention ;  the  card  given  to  each  visitor  on  bis 
arrival  will  specify  some  of  those  most  intereating  in 
tbe  town. 

'  Neither  can  I  go  into  the  sanitary  condition,  or  tbe 
diseases  most  prevafent,  in  this  district.  I  may  only 
mention  my  firm  conviction  that,  as  the  town  is  so 
wen  situated  for  effectual  drainage,  it  might,  by  a  more 
perfect  sewerage,  tbe  removal  of  interments  from  onr 
crowded  chorch-yards,  together  with  a  better  supply  of 
irat^r,  be  rendered  one  of  the  healthiest  manufacturing 
towns  in  the  kingdom.  That  the  people  generally 
are  becoming  more  enlightened  on  ibis  subject  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  and  if  the  Government  would  lend 
all  the  aid  in  its  power  towards  carrying  out  sanatoiy 
measures,  not  only  would  an  enormous  amount  of 
misery  be  saved,  but  an  extent  of  happiness  would  be* 
gained  of  which  we  have  at  present  only  a  faint  idea;' 
for  impure  air  not  only  depresses  our  physical  bnt 
mental  powers. 

It  is  now  a  painful  part  of  my  duty  to  call  yo«r 
attention  to  the  loss  tbe  Association  has  sustained  te 
tbe  destb  of  Or.  Favell,  who  so  lately  filled  the  oftoa 
of  Prtsident.  I  am  indebted  to  Hr.  FkkveU  to  |l« 
feUoviof  bfief  partlcidBn:** 
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'  I^ir.  f«Teli  was  edocated*  by  bit  father,  (a  Sargeon- 
Avptiitcarjt  of  Sheffield,)  with  a  view  to  their  being 
^Mtofiated  as  goDeral  pnictitionen.  Conjoined  to  an 
•fparetttlj  robust  Aratte,  lie  htfd  a  delicate  orgai&iza. 
tIo%  and  on  entering  npon  the  ardaous  doties  of  a 
general  practitioner,  he  soon  foond  that  he  had  neither 
strength  to  follow  it  oat  satiafkctorily,  nor  time  to 
piirfoe  the  more  scion ti 6c  and,  to  him,  more  con- 
'genicd,  part  of  his  profession  advantageously  he  there- 
fctrOy  with  the  forethooght  and  resolution  that  were 
ebaraoteristic  of  his  actions,  determined  on  studying 
at  Edinbargh,  and  qualifying  himself  to  relinquish 
g^eral  practice  for  that  of  physician  as  soon  as  he 
coold  do  so  consistently  with  his  duty  to,  and  sffecUoD 
for,  his  father.  While  at  Edinburgh  he  was  remarkable 
for  the  peculiar  steadiness  of  his  condoot,  and  the 
closeness  of  his  application.  After  practising  in  con- 
japctlon  with  his  father  for  about  four  years,  an  oppor- 
tanity  presented  itself  by  which  he  was  enabled  to 
enter  upon  the  more  congenial  walk  of  his  profession. 
^e  was  then  27  years  of  age,  and  it  may  be  said  of 
him,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  from  that  period 
t^  the  hour  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  43,  the  object 
^cjmstantly  before  him  was  to  do  hU  duty  both  as  a  man 
a^d  a.  physician.  How  far  he  succeeded  in  that  object 
i^  the  laUer  capacity,  the  Provincial  Association  can 
fc^rmsome  estimate;  how  far  he  succeeded  in  the  two 
capacities  combined,  those  who  more  intimately  knew 
and  more  deeply  lament  him  can  best  judge.  In  the 
y^r  1832  he  w^  elected  ope  of  the  physicians  to  the 
Public  Dispensary  at  Sheffield,  at  its  first  establishment, 
fjr9m  which  he  retired  on  l^ing  elected  in  1838  one  of 
the  physicians  to  the  General  Infirmary.  This  opened 
1^  ^eld  for,  ^is  patiently-inquiring  ^n4  to  investigate 
diseasoyand  acquire  knowledge  on  abroad  and  firm  basis. 
Qf  ^t  very  essential  mode  of  obtaining  sound  instruc- 
Won^poii-morUm  eiami nation t,he  was  ever  most  anxious 
t9  take  advsntage^  and  the  Sheffield  Medical  Society 
d|)rived  much  interesting  information  from  his  labours 
in  that  respect. 

r  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  his  valuable 
li/e  pr.  FaveU  was  gradi^ally    acquiring  good  and 
extensive  practice,  from  which  a  variety   of  causes 
had  for  many  years  debarred  him.    The  ground  was 
f^lly  occupied ;  he  had  no  idea  of  elbowing  his  way 
thxough  a  crow4 ;  he  was  considered  by  many  too  grave 
in. bis  deportment  towards  the  afflicted,  and  by  many 
ofl^lQiS.too  sectarifoi  &  pbystoian^  being  a  ataonch,  con- 
scieatioDSy  aad  ooasisteot  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Qbniich  of  England.    Tfaoagh  in  the  social  circle  very 
o^Dfersatiooal,  liv«|jyy.  and    hnmouons,  h«  aaaoaed 
i|ad  /sA,  to  seriona  caaes,  a  seriousness  of  maanec  sad 
expression  that  were*  probably  sometimes  depressUig  to 
t]ie  patient  and  somewhat  injarions  to  his  own  advance- 
ment.   Bot  althongh  he  was  kept  in  the  shade  he  did 
not  lose  time ;  he  did  not  spend  his  long  leisure  hours 
in  repining, or  in  diversions,  or  in  indolence.    No!  if 
t^  twelve  years  intervening  between  the  ages  of  28 
^d<  40  were  not  spent  in  aotiye  bodily  praotioe,  they 
VSfe  oocnpiefi  by  mental  labour  of  a  most  nsefol  and 
delightfal  kind;  he  waswassidnously  cnltivating  the 
<*tatou"  hstrwted  lo  him,  well  knowing  it  to  be  the 


opily  road  to  competency  and  happiness  for  himself,  or- 
satisfaction  and  benefit  to  those  who  might  be  confided 
to  his  charge.    As  an  active  member  of  the  Provincial 
Association,  whose  prosperity  lay  very  near  his  heart, 
as  one  of  the  physicians  to  the  General  Hospital,  as 
one  of  the  physicians  to  the  Cholera  Hospital  in  1832^. 
as  lecturer  on  the  practice  of  physic  at  the  Sheffield 
School,   as  a  member  of   the  Philosophical  Soeielj,. 
(which  Jie  latterly  retired  from,)  as  an  occasional  lecturer 
before  the  Church  of  England  Instruction  Society,  he 
found,  amongst  other  things,  either  in  preparation  or 
execution,  ample  employment.    If  not  profitable  it  was 
eongenialf  and,  combined  wiih  his  ready  talent  as  a 
public  speaker,  led  the  way  to  that  growing  estimation 
whose  full  ripening  he  was  not  destined  to  enjoy. 

In  his  boyhood.  Dr.  FaveU  had  a  small  strumous 
abscess  in  the  side,  which,  though  long  in  healing,  was 
not  detrimental,  except  as  it  evinced  a  delicacy  of  con- 
stitution, which  rendered  him  liable  to  bo  disordered  by 
slighter  causes  than  would  affect  most  persons  in  ordi- 
nary health.  Dr.  Faveirs  habits  were  very  regular  and 
abstemious,  and  he  rarely  suffered  from  indispositioa 
till  about  the  beginning  of  1 845,  when  he  complained^- 
(and  he  was  ever  slow  to  complain,)  ot  uneasiness  in 
his  back.  This  was  accompanied  by  a  peculiar^  though 
only  occasional,  hard^  hoarse  cough.  On  examining  the 
back  there  was  considerable  tenderness  experienced  on 
pressing  the  third  and  fourth  dorsal  vertebras.  Cup- 
ping over  the  tender  part  was  resorted  to,  and  occasiou* 
.ally  repeated  with  marked  relief.  His  general  health 
was  good,  and  he  followed  his  professional  duties 
sctively ;  though,  if  his  luugs  were  much  excited  by 
walking  qujckly,  or  speaking  hurriedly,  there  was 
frequently  a  wheezing  expiration,  and  a  recurrence  of 
the  hoarse  dry  cough,  which  created  some  anxiety 
amongst  his  more  observant  friends.  About  this  time 
he  became  troubled  with  hsemorrhoids,  one  of  which 
slowly  suppurated,  leaving  a  slight  fistulous  disohar^ 
that  never  entirely  ceased. 

The  assembling  of  the  Provincial  Association  at 
Sheffield  in  the  summer  of  1845,  was  a  matter  of 
great  and  delightful  interest  to  him.  How  far  ho  aoc« 
ceeded  in  fulfilling  the  anxious  duties  of  the  Presi- 
dency, the  Society  is  best  able  to  judge.  At  this  period 
he  was  looking  very  weU,  was  in  good  health  and  spirits^ 
was  becoming  actively  engaged  in  excellentprivate prac- 
tice, and  cheering  himself  and  his  frieitds  with  the  con- 
fident expectation  that  all  his  little  ailments  were  fast 
subsiding.  The  same  hoarse  cough,  withont  ez|M»ctoFa- 
tion,and  the  same  laryngeal  kind  of  wheeze,  troubled 
him  occasionally.  On  this  account  his  chest  was  accu- 
rately examined,  l^ut  nothing  abnormal  was  discovered 
except  a  slight  dulness  under  the  right  davicli^  and  ia 
the  vicinity  of  the  dorsal  verte^rss,  where  he  had  long 
had  uneasiness.  Ear^  in  the  spring  of  1846  he  took 
co]d>  (of  which  he  was  very  susceptible,)  and  had  in 
consequence  a  smart  attack  of  fever,  which  was  shortly 
subdued  by  ordinary  treatment,  and  left  no  trace  of 
mischief.  In  the  beginning  of  June  he  eame,(M>rae  t9 
dinner  one  daj  aAer  seeing  his  ont-padeata  at  $hs 
lafirmarj,  and  whilst  dining  was  seised  with  a  very 
seyere  rigor.    This  was  followed  by  another  attack  of 
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l»V0X.mon  severe  than  the  former  one.  end  ia  spite 
of  the  mesne  used  the  fever  boDg  upon  him.    He 
begsn.to  cough  rather   more,   expectorate   ^   ^P^'^* 
but  very    little.     His    Digbu    were    restless;   per- 
spirations rather  profose,  and  appearance  languid ; 
still  there  were  no  argent  or  alarming  symptoms  threat- 
ening anj  serioas  mischief,  and  the  stethoscope  gave 
BO  more  in  formation  than  it  had  previously  done.  Early 
in  July  he  began  to  rally  from  the  fever,  and  removed 
outside  the  town,  thinking  the  change  would  soon 
completely  renovate  him ;   and   with  christian  hope> 
unvarying  cheerfulness,  and  uadislnrbed  serenity,  he 
looked  forward  to  a  speedy  renewal  of  his  interesting 
professional  duties,  and  the'  comforts  of  his  b^ppy 
home.    He  progressed  gradually  towards  convalescence, 
though  the  delicscy  of  his  aspect,  and  the  evidence 
of  $ome^  though  not  very  clearly  whatt  mischief,  made 
his  /Hends  very  anxious  about  the  result,  though  he 
himself  was  quite  sanguine  of  ipeedy  recovery.    Cer- 
tainly his  flesh  and  colour  were  retorning  a  little ;  his 
pnlse  improved  ;  his  nights  were  good ;  the  perspirations 
diminished;  and  his  appetite  and  strength  decidedly 
improved.    Thus  circumstanced  he  started,  early  in 
Augnet,  for  Worthing,  bore  the  journey  very  well,  and 
In  about  a  week  wrote  from  thence  in  excellent  spirits, 
saying,  '*  I  have  walked  farther  to-day  than  I  have  ever 
done  yet,  and  with  much  less  fatigue.    My  cough  is 
abont  statu  qfio  ;  expectoration  nil,    I  take  no  meUicinei 
as  I  am  doing  very  well,  and  don't  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  vU  medicalrix  natura.**    On  the  29th  of  August 
he  writes,   '*My  cough,  perspirations,  and    general 
health,  are  all  improving.    My  own  impression  is 
that  I  am  now  gradually  recovering."    On  September 
5th,  (five  days  before  his  death,)  he  writes,  <*  I  am 
thankfol  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  good  account  of 
snyself.    This  is  decidedly  the  best  week  I  have  had 
for  three  months.    I  have  scarcely  had  any  eongh  for 
the  last  four  or  five  days.    I  have  no  expectoration ; 
appetite  good;  secretions  perfectly  natural ;  sleep  like 
•  top,  and  breathe  like  a  child  on  either  side."    Three 
days  afterwards  he  writes,  **  We  were  somewhat  alarmed 
on  Monday  morning  by  a  smart  hsmoptysis.     A  Mr. 
Gore  was  called  to  me.    He  is  exceedingly  kind,  and 
is  treating  me  so  properly,  that  there  has  been  no 
aymptom  of  any  return,  and  I  now  feel  quite  as  well 
as  I  previously  did."    On  the  day  after  writing  thus  he 
was  reclining  on  a  sofa,  having  prepared  to  ride  out, 
vhen  the  hssmoptysis  suddenly  returned  without  atoy 
premonitory  symptom,  and  to  such  an  extent,  that  in 
«  few  ninutee  he  sank  back  a  corpse. 

Gentlemen,*-If  Dr.  Favell  could  be  said  to  have 
applied  his  mind  more  peculiarly  to  any  one  class  of 
diseases  than  another,  afiections  of  the  chest,  so  interest- 
ing and  frequently  so  obscure,  appeared  to  receive 
liis  more  anxious  attention.  He  knew  how  much  of 
interest,  and  anxiety,  and  suffering,  and  death,  they 
too  frequently  involve;  and  the  benevolence  of  his 
mind  probably  conducted  him  to  their  investigations 
with  more  sympathizing  ardour,  little  anticipating  that 
he  would  himself  prove  an  early  martyr  to,  and  an 
Snterestiiig  example  of,  the  many-headed  monster  he 
was  endeaToming  to  combat    He  was  preparing  to 
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publish  on  some  of  theae  d&tsaacB  what  Uft  kttifMmm 

commenced. 
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It  is  a  mdaneholy  fi|et  that  many  who  hm%  iofotoi 
almost  exeloshre  attantion  ^to  affaotioM  of  tht  ch<il» 
bavt  themselfct  fisllcn  Tictaon  to  some  ^tftm  o( 
the  thoracic  tiscera.  Laennec,  to  whom  the  prnfftrioa 
is  so  much  indebted,  died  of  disease  of  the  lungs,  as  dii 
also  Dr.  Hope,  who  pursued  his  stethoeoopioinfcstiga- 
tions  witha  zeal  beyond  all  promise.  And»  to  deieendl 
into  the  regions  of  empiricism,  even  St  Jolin  Loo^ 
who,  tome  years  ago  gained  such  notoriety  in  Londl^ 
on  aecoant  of  his  boasted  sacoefli  in  tlie  trcstwt  nt 
consumption,  and,  in  bis  web,  entangled  not  a  fB#  ol 
the  aristocracy,  fell  an  early  victim  to  the  ferj 
on  which  he  had  based  all  his  celebrity. 

Some  of  our  Associates  in  the  large  mannfaetarfaD^ 
towns  have  also,  during  the  last  few  months^  fallilia 
sacrifice  to  fever  caught  during  their  arduous  attend- 
ance on  the  poor;  and  though  I  would  be  far  frOoa 
discouraging  gratuitous  services  rendered  to  the  pOor» 
feeling  the  force  and  the  truth  of  those  beautiful  words^ 
that  **the  poor  are  our  best  patients,  for  God  is  tibeir 
psyroastcr,"  we  cannot  close  oar  eyes  to  the  fact,  dmt; 
with  many  medical  men  their  time  is  their  only  estate  : 
and  this  brings  me  most  deeply  to  regret  that  fho 
Poor-Law  Guardians  should,  generally  speaking,  so 
ill  requite  the  senrices  of  thei^  medical  officers, — given» 
as  in  many  instances  of  late,  nnder  dreomstanoee  to 
painful  and  hasardoas.  I  know  of  no  remedy  for  lhsi» 
circuoBSCanced  as  we  are  at  present,  bnt  that'dlslriet 
surgeons  should  he  tme  to  themselves,  and  at  a  body, 
resist  most  determinately  this  degrading  noitr  of 
payosent.  I  agree  wllfa  the  snggettlon  that  it  Woold 
be  better  to  make  attendance  on  the  poor  an  honohuy 
appointment  altogether,  than  to  tobmicto'tbe  pilOry 
pittance  which  is  given  in  some  districts. 

In  conclusion,  whatever  system  be  the  best  to  adopts 
let  us  never  forget,  that  where  it  is  in  the  pow^  of 
medical  men  to  render  assistance  to  the  poor, — ^that  it^ 
where  they.have  the  means  and  time  at  command,  they 
are  only  carrying  out  the  principle  of  that  Dirioo 
Being  who,  whilst  on  earth, ''went  abont  doing  good," 
and  whose  beneficence  was  the  most  prominent,  aa  tk» 
most  lovely  trait  of  His  character. 

Dr.  Strebten  then  read  the— 

Rzpoar  op  ths  GotmciL. 

The  Council  of  the  "  Provincial  Medical  and  Sargical 
Association,**  in  Isyiog  before  the  Fifteenth  Anaif  esssry 
of  the  Association  their  AnnnaMlepoct,  have  to  loeofd 
the  oontinoed  prosperity  and  steiidy  progress  of*  the 
AsMsiation.  The  noadier  of-  mesnbert  emesed  on  the 
books  amounts  te  1858^  the  chaages  which  are  aoer 
annoally  taking  place  in  consequence  of  the  retirttMnC 
irom  piactioe  of  some  of  onr  eariier  assooialti^  iIm 
removal  of  others  to  remote  or  foreign  places  of  vesideaoe» 
and  the  loss  of  msny  of  oar  nnaiber  by  thai  inefiubia 
decree  to  which  all  in  time  must  yieU,  being  nusKiicallj 
more  than  coonterbalanced  by  the  fresh  additions  to 
ourranlcs. 

FINAHOB.  ' 

The  general  statestent  of  receipts  and  espe«ditii|t 
daring  the  past  ye«t  if  u  follows :— 
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ToUJ 1417    9    3 

BxpenAture... 1439  19    7| 


BftUttce  doe  to  Treasurer 


•  •  •  • 
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The  Borft  detailed  statement  of  accoonta  will  be 
hnnghi  foiwwd  by  tbe  Treaanrer,  bot  the  Cooocil  are 
4mitgim  of  pointing  o«t  that  the  afnoaot  of  ezpenditore 
baa  been  greatly  increased  beyond  the  actual  yearly 
iJMDaod  upon  the  fiinda,  by  the  discharge  of  the  balance  | 
of  ihe  award  nade  in  the  claim  of  Dr.  Hennis  Green, 
nearly  the  whole  of  which  has  become  chargeable  on  the 
4iidinaxy  rerenne  of  the  Association.  The  Council  may 
^ie  jlhia  opiwr^onity  of  impressing  on  the  Members 
feoerally  the  great  imporUnce  of  punctuality  in  the  pay- 
nent  of  the  Subscriptions,  as  without  due  regularity  in 
this  respect  it  becomes  impracticable  to  affbrd  to  Members 
those  adf antages,  and  especially  in  the  Improvement  of 
ftkp  pqblicationa,  which  they  might  otherwise  expect  lo 
receive.  They  regret  to  say  that  the  amount  of  receipts 
this  year  is  less  than  usual,  in  consequence  of  a  con- 
siderable nnmber  of  Members  being  in  arrear. 


lb  the  last  AnnnAl  Report  the  bofie  was  ekpressed  that, 
from  the  arrangements  then  in  progresa,  the  Volnme  of 

*  ^  Transadfohs"  might  be  imnd  to  4ft«  •M«Mir»-teft^ 

'  the  close  of  4m  ptM  smr.  '^VrTtitt  nf  faronriWis  i^ 
wbieb  the  pruitiqg  of  the  Yolnme  liTttty  rpiAlialml  wu 

-1.tliit  time,  4M*y  jnniiaJ  «Im  GoiMeii  m  ike  oaticipa. 
tion ;  but  circnmatances  connected  with  ilMt^Htiiv  up 
of  some  of  tha  Ji^pfu,  which  the  Conncil  could  not 

.foresee,  and  over  which  they  had  no  control,  prevented 
the  realizing  of  this  hope.  The  Council  are.  however, 
encouraged  to  think  that  the  value  of  the  commdniea- 
tions  referred  to  will  amplj^  repay  the  delay  which 
xesalled  in  their  progress  through  the  press.    The  Jownal. 

jn  accordance  wiih  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  ilie 

.  Committee  appointed  at  the  preceding  Annivei-sary  at 
Norwich,  "to  inquire  whether  any,  and  what  allerailoh 
was  required  or  desirable  in  the  general  pabliettions  of 
the  Society,"  has,  Aom  the  eommenoement  of  the  presedt 
Volnme,  been  pnbUsbed  every  alternate  week  in  an 
enlarged  form.  The  Report  in  which  thb  alteration  wis . 
recommended  was  addressed  to  the  Conncil  by  the  Com-. 

.  nitlee,  and  will  be  laid  before  the  Meeting,  together  with 
a  second  Report  from  the  same  Committee,  fn  which^! 
further  impronmeots  are  snggettad.    The  Gouaetl  cannot  . 
eonclade  this  portion  of  their  Report  without  veeorling. 
their  gratification  at  obserriog,  that  since  cbe  cbtage 
.  alluded  to  haa  uken  place  in  the  Joumai,  tfaeto  ha^ 
bean  a  marked  improvement  in  the  character  vf  the 
commnnications  generally,  and  espedally  that,  ftbm  the 
space  now  capable  of  being  devoted  to  socfa  objects,  the 
original  Esmys  and  Reports  of  Cases  are  of  a  higher  and 
more  elaborate  description. 

namcai.  aspoiM. 
Ai  iha  list  AanivMaiy,  a  patiikm.  to  bollk  HoMes  of 
Pwfimntwas  agreed  tipoo.  and  aigned.  onjibe  pan  of 
the  Meeting,  by  the  President,  Mr.  Ciosae,  in  laronr  ol 
the  Regiitmioo  Bill,  then  jost  introdnced  into  the  Hoase 
•f  Cammoiii.   This  paiitioa  was  daly  presented,  bat 


faim  the  lata  period  of  UmJ^igi^st  erfaich  tJia  ftU  «a^ 
4«ogM  foeward,  the  meafaie  awg  i^  them  peeeediad 
with.    Ilia  CooiKai  o£  Iha  Aaiyiciatioa,  with  the  coaeor. 
none  of  the  Compiiittaa  Vf«mM,at  Nertndi  to  aansa 
wthih^fQ  tbiasobje^  midressed  a  memonal  to  ^ 
Qffme  Qn%  Her  Mveply>  Secsel^y;  of  Siau  !«  iImi 
Hon^a  Department,  doripg  the  recess,  ezplaioiag  ||ir 
la^Ung  prinaples  adop^  by  the  AssociaUon  in  xefeMnoa 
tq  the  iopprovement  and  consolidation  of  the  Medifal 
Pcofession,  and  urging  the  immediate  adoption  ofja 
ragistratioa  on  some  simple  and  compretieosive  plan  of  all 
duly   qualified  Medical    PcaetiUonan   resident  in   the 
Spited  Kingdom,  as  a  preliminary  measura  to  thoea 
(nrther  changes  which  are  so  imperatively  called  ^r. 
Early  ia  the  9emion  of  Parliamentjnst  ended,  tba  Cooncil, 
thcaogh  tha.good  offices  of  Sir  Denia  Le  Marcbant,  thefi 
one  of  the  memhen  for  the  city  of  Wonceeter,  auooeedsd  ia 
ohiaioiag  an  interview  with  Sir  George  Grey  f^r  a  depo- 
Ulion,  cQosieUng  of  ibe  Presideat  q(  Uh$  Aeaociationb-Mr. 
Crosse,  aad  the  President  oC  the  Coi^cU,  Dt.  Has^M)0^ 
accompanied  by  Sir  DenniaLe  Marcbant.  On  this  occasion 
the  DepoUtion  were  inslnieled  to  impreaa  the  principles 
adopted  by  4he  Associatioii,  and  Utherto  aoted  on  io  alt 
their  repona  aad  fMblisbed  liocumeats,  mm!  at  «be  aama 
time  to  point  oot,«— the  adranuges  of  tba  lagistaaiioa  aa 
a  preliminary  measnre  to  the  present  conaoUdation  and 
future  improvement  of  the  great  mam  of  Ibe  profesihm;. 
the  Importanea  of  an  miform  and  eflbieat  primary  qoaliA- 
oatimi  in  eeary  braneh  of  wmdieaiieoimico  ta  beseqaited 
from  aH  eatering-the  profeisioo,  tegetfaer  wttb.tha  adeptioa 
«f  4ha  rcvreaentative  syeiem  ia  (be  eonaiiCji^iea  af  iko 
umnk  gOvmainv  bodies  of  Uia  Gontorat^  {nscicoiions. 
In-cnmpRaoca  with  a  eoggestioa  npmie  by  SirOaDcge 
Grey  to  the  Deputation,  tha  Oonntal  eadeavoured  to 
obtain  «  conference  with  other  bodies  interested,  or  whidt 
hsd  been  active,  in  the  dimtasskm  «Ml  settlement  of  iheso 
iteveral  ^aectioas,  iba  ftiffbt  Hmmwabk  Bafst  ktmssif 
mder^tng  to  Mag'fermaffd  vmI  sappott  veil  •»  fsnernl 
nmasoreaeesigliibaapraed  opomby  all.  fwlMBb   41ua 
lmdeareo^  dm  Ooancil  regret  to  sayybaai>itl|Bmo  payed 
ineAKtoal,  aMmogb  -tbevjare  not  wiUiant  -hopes  of  yet 
enmbif  tosome  satisfactory  underalaadtog  mitb  tbe  pwtiss 
interested  ia  the  saUleaseat  of  this  qneftion.    U  refeieaoe 
to  the  Medical  Regiatration  Bill,  lately  before  the  Gem. 
mens  House  of   Parliament,  the  Council,  deemiog  the- 
leading  priociplea  of  the  registration  and  legal  reco^uitioa 
of  all  existing  practitioners  of  medicine  laid  down  therein 
'to  be  sound  and  equiuble,  felt  it  to  be  their  duty,  in 
accordance  with  the  resohititfn  ffissed  at  the  Gaiisral 
Meeting  at  Norwich;  to  eonsnit  the  CommHteA  there 
appomted  onihe  propriety  of  petitioning 'ibe  tim  -priaei- 
pies  of  the1>tn.-   A  i^iTdan  -mt  tbMfbia  ^m^haiittsd  to 
tHe  eouMeittitm  of*  the  membatttof.  thar  Comaatlee. 
the  bftt  wu  soon  after  tfitMiavni  fiam  iba^Oeasg  of 
Qimmons,  and  iheCmmeM  thea  d»wght-it  advafaWa  i» 
delay  All  farther  proMdiaga  oa  tba  sdbjees  aolil  ^ 
COM  again  hava  the  advumaga^iC  'canaaMmg  a  Geaml 
of  the  AssedatiaB. 


pooa-LA.w. 

The  Conncil  have,  little  to  report  connected  withlliis 
snbjedy  the  state  in  which  the  entire  question  ^ith 
rMpanito^thara-consUtatiapof  tha  Poor-La^w  Coai«i^ 
sio«  baa  baeo  placed,  rendering  it  difficult  to.tft«  f"^ 
measures  with  effect  for  the  improvement  of  that  fottia^ 
of  it  which  conceras  the  Medical  ProiwioB. 


FINANCTAL  STATEMENT. 


r  \ 


9V»tA0  BUAtrU. 

TlMT-iMMDrfi  to  progress  fcr  improTtog  tbe  sairi- 

ao^iMiition  of  lii^   lowto  ihd  ditaftl^  peoiiM 
^diMirleifc  havtf  Uttk  atleotMy  wildieir  l^^^ 
OMwiL   TiM  ciitlf«HHf«ci  hu  teen  Uikm  up  'bf 
Ito  Vajesty'tft^otwiliMiit  viilf  Me^,  ^nd*  the  ^tewt 
«iiteHuiKd  upon  it  tt«  of  Hte  tnoM  eooiprciiemlve  kti«l 
«MMNeiied  deieri|rtiDa,  and  «w  ioppbrtMl  bf  tiM'tfile 
ad^roeaiijr  of  an  loAitendal  Aaaoclation,  estabiiehed  for 
<ha  expreu  purpose  of  improving  the  berilh  of  towitt^, 
itti  the  Conortl  reeoamend  that  a  Connntttee  be  fimied 
•*r  tbe  purpose  of  aiding  In  the  sngi^estion  of  sneh 
«Iaoaes  In  anj  Bill  to  be  brought  into  Parliament  as  may 
teAdet  it  faWy  effeetire.    The  Council  are  also  disposed  to 
think  that  by  the  exercise  of  individual  infloence,  aAd  by 
-diftufaig  accnrate  information  tfmodg  the  non-p^ofes^Onykl 
portion  of  the  community,    through  the   medium    of 
pdblic   Teeturtos   and  daily   intercourse,    the  Members 
-Dfthe  Association  can,  under  present  drcumstan^ 
ntfeke  themsolres  most  useful  in  tamiliarizing  th^  minds 
'Of  the  nninformed  with  the  impor|^Dt  dMidlt  of  the 
%i«lt  aought  to  be  iccomplidied. 

.J 

.BBANCBIS.  ,,. 

In  ieUtioo  to  the  eoastitotion  of  the  Branches  of.  the 
AModntioo,  the  Council  -haTO  lo  communicate  that  tbe 
neoonuoeodatious  of  the  Report  on  this  subject  made  at 
the  last  Anniversary  have  been  carried  into  efleet  in  two 
inslancet.  The  entire  county  of  York  now  forau  one 
iaife  nod  distioet  Branch,  from  the  merging  of  the  East 
Yerk  ioto  tbe  Yerfcehife  Branch ;  and  the  limiu  proponed 
to  be  aotigoed  to  tbe  Soiith-Bastera  and  Seitthefn 
Bcaaehce  reepeotlvely— the  former  to  inolnde  the  eomiliei 

of  Kent,  Snney,  and  Sonsei,aml  the  latter  to  be  rmciieiid 
te  Berkshire,  Hampshire,  DorseUhire,  and  Wiltshire*- 
iiaVe  b«en  mutually  agreed  epon; 


»8iiBvouai«v,  rvNp. 

8»  iNMUUH  and  vigeabhaM been  the  ehuos  ea»4his 
9vm4  Autaf  the^aal  jwar*  ibnt  thepenieeel  it  MaUahle 
haa  bMB^ea  aseio  than  one  eeenion  eihawtad,  ee.ea  «o 
•eaam  ^eiay  in  affonUac  «i4  to  osany  daaandi«  fiaeas. 
Tl|e  ao^aeriptiona  for  the  Mt  year  haee  nM,  aao^Bhed 
«thfliff  naiial  amount.  The  Committee  of  Manatemeat 
will  pteeent  a  Repect  to  the  Association  at  this  Meeting, 
«wheo  it  is  to  be  hoped  an  increased  stimulus  will  be  given 
-40  .this  admirable  and  useful  charity. 


=9 


when  the  final  tettlamtnt  of  ihoae  qeeationi  of  med||e|l 
polity,  which  have  ao  long  dtitmeled  tlmittMliM  ef  .il|e 
sseabcit  ef  tbe  profession,  will  allow  them  to  devofe 
their  «BtU»  eoMgiee^  widiaMiiMl  by  agitatii«.tf||eetio«a» 
to  the  more  congenial  object  of  cultivating  the  i^iii^i 
scieoeet.    They  view,  with  much  salisfaciion,  the  met- 
snres  which  are  now  in  progress  in  this  Assoetetion  for 
the  attainment  of  this  most  important  end ;  and  they 
would  indulge  the  hope  that  on  the  next  occasion  of  the 
assembling  of  the  Association  together,  the  diflhrences  of 
(pinion  on    mediccpolitical   subjects  will   have  been 
adjusted,  and  that  every  Member  of  the  Society  will  be 
at  liberty  to  promote  those  inquiries  which  ahsiU  reahlt  in 
the  advancement  of  genuine  medical  science,  itad  tfah 
attainment  of  the   noble   objects    fcTr   which   medieal 
science  is  cultivated— the  improvement  of  hesUh,  tifo 
cure  of  disease,  and  the  consequent  alleviation  of  thodb 
manifold  afflictions  which  sickness  but  too  surely  brings 
in  its  train.    The  Council  cannot  but  observe  that  audi 
also  are  the  genuine  objects  of  this  Association,  in  the)[mh. 
motion  of  which  its  organixation  »o  well  qoalifia  it  to 
aid ;  and  earnestly  would  they  urge  npon  their  follow 
Members  not  to  neglect  the  opportnnilieB  thus  plaeeil 
within  their  reach  of  folfiliing  the  great  end  of  their 
calling,  each  one  contriboting  his  assistance  |p  fofwaidh^ 
the  tmly  beneTolent  work  before  him.    The  Assoeiatieifc 
will  thus  best  fulfil  the  intentions  of  those  who  have 
labonred  in  iu  foandation  and  its  support,  and  maintain 
tliat  place  amoi^t  kindled  Institutions  to  which  the . 
number,  influence,  and  e^Mufnce  of  its  Members  so  justly 
entitle  it. 

ftw«e#MidVMr.D9iii«foeFai,ofI>efh3r,  ssw^iid 
hfi'JDbv  ilniehnena*  of  Nottii^aw>  nnd  cnciipd 


«( 


That  4ho«eyBrtof  the  CewMil  Mss  M^  ho  MIVM 

and  pihMed." 

FUfAKCUt  9TAtSMSlir. 

.  Dr.  Hastivos  then  read  the  Pinancud  StatemeaC» 
of  which  the  following  is  an  analysb  :— 


•k 


OOONCIL  FUND. 

'Ar  the  Meeting  at  Norwich  it  was  proposed  to  raise  a 
innd  among  the  Members  of  the  Coooeil,  for  die  porpofo 
otsftiing  pHies,  and  in  othar  ways  promoting  seieoHic 
inMiiigiiians.  The  eppvopnation  of  the  sum  coUectsd 
to^a  Cemminee  then  eppowmd,  and  the 
the  pisaiMe  of  etnling  that  the  measnre* 
saBsimlilnsto  allow  of  the  son  ef.^9a 
balsif  set  npnrt.n»doflbffs4  as  e  prise  for  the  beatR^iMrr 
**Qm  tbe  CssehMd  Aftetimis  of- Infooey."  Fmm  the 
4Mfe  npmbarof  Memheis  now  on  the  Council,  there  is 
ecason  to  expect  that  in  fotnie  years  the  amount  collected 
for  theae  purposes  wilt  be  greater  than  it  was  last  year, 
ond  that  tbe  Council  will  thus  be  enabled  materially  to 
assist  tbe  Association  in  the  endeaTOors  now  making  to 
.^e  a  higher  character  to  the  pnblieations  of  the  Soefo^y. 


Branch  Expenses       34  10  '  S 


mxcBiFTa. 

By  Balance  of  last  year'a  Aeeenat 

Subaeriptiona— 1846.7    .    .    . 
Bajlaoce  due  to  Treasw^r       .    • 


113    7  7 

.    1304    1  ^ 

82  10  4i 

£1439  19  7| 


xxpiNoirvu. 


•la  conehMling-  their  Reperl,  the  Coooeil  canost  but 
ioddge  the  hope  that  the  time  is  at  hmt  eppioaehiffg 


Anniversary  Expenses,  (1846.) 
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Mopsd  by  Mr.  Crosae,  of  Norwich,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Feam,  of  Derby,  and  caified  onanimonsly  ^— . 

'  *n*faat  Mr.  Mirtin,  of  ltei|«te,  nod  Mr.  Sodei^  of 
Baith;  be  requested  to  act  as  AndHoiiiof  theXkinncrt 
Aecomits  at  this  nraetlng.*' 


r»  ' 


FIFnEBNTH  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING  OF  THE  ASSOaATION. 


rip 


0r.  VobertiOB.  ol  NortUflif  ton,  then 

^Tkift  flM  Cooocil  be  empoirered  to  take  sncli  pro* 
MdBagi  to  «dv9Bce  the  progress  of  M edicel  Refbrm 
Wto  then  may  seen  necessary^  and  that  in  any  case  of 
difleidty  which  nay  arise  they  be  requested  to  consult 
the folfowing  gentlemen :-^I>r.  Lyon,  of  Manchester; 
MK  Soiren,  of  Sonbttt7,  (l&te  of  Bath ;)  Mr.  Martin,  of 
Reflate;  Dr.  Chanhers,  of  C<rfchester;  Mr.  Bree,  of 
Stowmarket ;  Dr.  Radford,  of  Manchester ;  Mr. 
N^maa^ofBath." 

pr«  Cooolly,  of  Cheltenham,  seconded  the  motion, 
ai^  feU  convinced  that  the  subject  was  being  left  in 
Ihf  hands  of  nen  well  qualified  to  attend  to  so 
laportant  a  question. 

Thft  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

IiAWt  or  TBV  Association. 

r 

Mr,  80DIN,  of  Sonbury,  noved  the  appointmeflt  of  s 
Connittoe  to  consider  the  expediency  of  making  aone 
alftSiAlions  in  the  Taws  of  the  Association. 

Or^  Hastings,  in  seconding  the  motion,  observed 
that  It  #onldb^effdent  that  some  of  tbv  lawsre^vind 
vsffisfcg,  and/that  Some  which  ware  necessary  had 
hftii  omitted,  particillariy  is  rsference  to  the  admission 
of 'ttemiien  to  the  Association^  ^is,  however,  wu  a 
dihtter>irfaidi  wdnldreqtiire  a  gr^atdeal'of  considetWon. 
jft^n,  upon  toiiie  occasions,  members  allowed  their 
shhscrfptiotistd  remain  in  arrear  (tfr  a  considerable  time, 
which  was  higMy  defrimental  to  Che  iaicresis  of  the 
Als^fktloik,anditboaIdbiBpHMdi«againsC.  Then'iMtt 
aalMer  natter  that  requirsd  tobe  8fppfoaebed¥erydelit> 
cately,  but  it  cotttduot  on  thsff  acciMiiit  be  tell  atoaot 
itHlhB,  fhatlF-they  h«i'a  nmaber  of  thehr  Aabo: 
dation  who  shocrld  act  in  a  manner  derogatoft  t»  his 
daseciates,an6ittoppoeili0nfo  thoseethled  Uws  which 
it  was  so  necessary  shooH  be  acted  np  to  by  nembets  of 
the  nodical  profession,  they  bad  at  present  no  neaas 
of  checkhig  bin.  He  admited  it  was  a  delicate  subject, 
but  It  ippeared  to  Mm  that  kws  fbr  the  occasion  of  the 
iwiihMm&t  M'the  Assddstioaui^  b^  reqnislnft,  and  he 
tfaohglft  a  line  toutt  be  drawn  between  those  nembersof 
thbiir^esBioir  whb^  pursued  aa' honorable  cottrse,  and 
tijbse  Who  did'  not  do  so.  Soaie  attempt  shonM 
th^nfore  be  ande  to  separsts  dwn.  He  beggirid 
to  second  the  notfon. 

Mr.  J.  JoBNSON,  of  Derby,  enquired  whether  he  was 
to\ understand  that  the  five  gentlemen  about  to  be 
aoninated  as  the  proposed  Committee,  were  to  inquire 
iatO  the  conduct  of  medical  men  belonging  to  the 
Association;  because  if  so,  he  disagreed  with  its 
appointment.  He  admitted  it  "was  a  delicate  matter, 
aad  was  of  opinion,  that  in  the  present  enlightened 
ags»  anything  that  was  of  an  inquisitorial  character, 
would  not  tend  to  raise  the  moral  or  intellectual 
character  of  the  profession  generally.  He  would 
sooner  trust  to  the  opinion  of  the  public  npon  a  man*s 
coadact.  Free  trade  in  the  profession  was,  as  he 
ceiKeived,  certainly  the  best,  and  anything  like  pro* 
fectioa  now  a-days  was  sore  to  fall. 
*Oc<  HASTiMas  remarked  he  qnite  agreed  ia  Mr. 
Sahasan's  obserrations,  but  where  they  fovad  a 
nan  acting  derogatory  to  his  professioa  aad  hb  assoct* 
they  at  lesst  sbotUd  be  in  a  positioa  which  would 


eiMbla  than  tossy  to  hin,  **8i^,  yov  oaadast  is  ^' 
derogatory  to  yoor  profesrion,  that  we  do  not  thirft  we 
tfngltt  id  hare  yoa  under  our  lianaer,  which  has* 
idscilbed  npon  it,  the  adraacettent  of  oar  professkm 
upon  ethical  iod  InfeHectaaf  groniMIs*'* 
'  Mr.  Crossx,  of  Norwich,  wished  It  to  be  understood 
tliat  the  CbnmitCee  were  merely  to  report  at  the 
present  neeting  on  the  expediency  of  naking  such 
alterations,  and  wished  the  motion  to  state  that 

Mr.  SoDXN  thought  the  present  discussion  prema- 
ture, as  when  the  Committee  brought  up  their  repoit 
anytbingobjectionable  conM  be  stated,  and  thequestioft 
ai^ed.  tlie  motion  before  the  meeting  was  rimply 
to  the  effect  that  fire  gentlemen  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  desirsbility 
df  making  alterations  in  the  laws,  and  to  bring  the 
matter  more  fully  before  the  meeting,  by  which  any 
snggestioos  coald  he  adopted  or  rejected. 

Mr.  SiBSOif  expr^psed  his  hope  that  the  Committee^ 
if  appointed,  would  not  be  odlcd  apoa  to  report  aaffl 
the  next  Annua!  Meetfaig  of  the  Associatioa,  as  he  was- 
tizttvl  that  they  could  not  give  die  subject  that  grave 
consideration  it  required  in  a  lew  hours. 

The  PkftsiDSNT,  who  etpressed  his  opinioa  of  the 
desirability  of  the  Committee  being  appointed,  then 
put  the  motion  to  the  meeting,  when  it  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appobted  nembem 
of  the  Committee :— Dr.  John  ConoUy,  of  Hanwell  ;> 
Kfr.  Soden,  of  Snnbury ;  Mr.  Paget,  of  Leicester;  Mr. 
Nonneley,  of  Leeds;  and  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate. 

Mr.  HovasoN,  of  BirauBghanip  osoiad^"  That  thA 
thanks  of  this  UMStinf  be  girea  to  Mr.  CrossO»  the 
retlriqg  Frasideat,  aiia  that  ha  ha  appoiated  a  Vice- 
piasMaatof  the  Assoeiatiaa»"aodhidfliB9aoobss«t«A 
tes  ha  was  soM  they  shoald  be  «aaniasaas  in  passhig 
that  asoiioB,  for  wo  geatiattaa  had  eriaoad  graatsr 
hstetasiferthawaliaraof  tboAssadatiaii^ar  dcwtad 
himself  to  the  fartheraoce  jt^  its  oljeets  than,  Mr* 
Crosse  had  done.  He  had  kaown  tliat  gentleman  fisr 
•Oflse  years,  and  had  with  pleasure  tritaessed  the  aeal 
and  energy  displayed  by  bin  in  that  branch  of  the 
pioftisilsn  to  which  he  was  most  attached.  He  himself 
was  mat  present  at  the  masliag  at.  Harwich,,  last  yasr». 
hut  be  was  eoaviaeed  from  what  ha  bad  beard  that  \m* 
amry  respess  lor  his  servioss  rsndered  at  that  mceliHV 
Ma  Crssse  waa  araU  worlky^  Iha  prsssnt  aokMaMt*- 
neat. 

Mr.  BmAwumtfywo  Beeoaauiy  caa  paspoanss^ptaaasnea 
ha  hid  oaaalKraatagteoasr  Mr.-HadysB»  wiick  «as 
that  he  warpresentat  tha  ssaaciagat  Nnwiabjaadihad 
atr  opportunity af  witiiasriag>4he  asSl  and  ahili^  dis* 
played  by  Mr.  Crosse  as  Prssideat  of  the 
and  thersfore  most  cordially  secoaded  tiie 

The  notioa  was  carried  by  acclaantlon. 

Mr.  CaoBsx,  in  reply,  said,  I  nust  rise  to  tbsnk  yoo 
for  the  distinguished  honour  yoa  have  conferred  npon 
me  by  placing  ne  upon  the  highest  list  of  your 
associates  for  ny  fife.  I  assure  yoa  I  needed  not  say* 
thing  of  this  sort  to  cause  me  to  attach  nyself  to  yott- 
for  the  rest  <tf  toy  lilb;  for  I  hMe  %ad  the  advaotigtt 
and  the  hoaour  of  being  eonnected  with  this  Associstkioi 
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'fpr-tba  Jait  elerea  or  twelte  years»  and  it  has  been  I  England.    It  was  intended,  gentlemen,  when  tofukd^ 


both  A  fviftt.  ftuPH|nt,lo  my  ^neigt^  in  the.  bninc)i 

j^am  more  immediately  connected 


.A' 


H»Cthe 

wilh,  And  has  aHQocided  me  the  highest  delighV  ^(^Q 
forsisg  many  raloable  Acqnaintances  amonj^  the  inen\<- 
bert  of  the  profession.  For  these  adrantaget  I  feel 
wider  ohiigalion  to  the  Societj,  and  aak  you  to  receive 
my  best  thanks  and  hopes  for  the  f ntore  ssocess  of  the 
AssodatioB. 

Mr.  SooBM  next  moved  "  That  the  thaal^  of  this 
ineeting  be  given,  to  the  FMdent  of  the  Council,  J>r. 
Hastings,  for  his  continued  and  ziealoiui  attention  to 
'4he  welfare  of  the  Association.*'  Mr.  ^oden  said 
that  after  having  read  that  motion  he  was  sure  it 
Wat  not  necessary  for  him  to  say  another  word.  7.  Ha 
h»A  the  good  fortune  to  attend  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Association  at  Worcester,  fifteen  years  ago,  on  the 
invitation  of  Dr.  Hastings,  and  ha^continued  to  attend 
the  meetings  ever  since,  and  in  common  with  his 
fellow  associates  he  had  witnessed  the  talent,  seal,;»nd 
Jnowledgeavinced  jiy  that  gentleman  upon  alloccasions, 
£rer  jince  1932ft  t^re  had  bef  n  4  gseat  desire  an^o^g 
the  members  of  the  Association  that  they  should  har« 
4U1  opportunity  afforded  them  of  visiting  .the  spot 
where  aa  he^  might  si^  they  w)iere  born^and  vhere  they 
were  received  with  so  much  kindness. and  hoaptjtaUQr 
by  i>r«  Hastings.  At  their  first  meeting  at  Worcester 
they  had  as  their  IVesident  a  gentleman  who  might  be 
termed  the  father  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Johnstone*  of 
Birmingham,  who  was  then  in  years,  but  he  (Mr.  Sodeoi) 
'was  glad  to  hear  that  Dr.  Johnstone  was  still  alive  aq4 
well.  He  trusted  they  would  excuse  him,  but  he  cout4 
not  help  expressing  bis  hope  that  they  should  nieet 
again  at  Wontetter,  osder  tho  auspices  of  their  worthy 
iVesideiit  of  iht  Couadi,  Dr.  Hastings. 

Dr.  G0ROX.1.Y,  of  Hanwell,  said  he  had  great  gnCifi* 
-iMioB  in  seconding  the  motion.  He  had  been  a  M^bof 
of  the  Association  since  its  formation,  and  was  of  opioJMM 
woether  society  had  had  such  an  influence  upon  the 
fliedical  proCeseion  as  this  one  that  had  been  establiybed 
.and  mainly  kept  together  by  Dr.  Hastings'  exertjonsb 
During  the  last  fifteen-  years,  npon  every  oecawm^of 
the  Society  meeting,  they  bad  seen  collected,  ^aob 
Bot  only  of  nbiUty  and  talent,  hot  men  who,  tneddi- 


tioB,  possessed  those  virtues  that  geee  the.hngbtest   thronghont  the  «o«nty>  inviting  you- to  Worcestsi^  and 


loam  to^seieMe,  ikI  of  awpad  .them  as  tiieheDefiKlefs 

«f  their  .fellow  nsen.    After  aUodhag  to  the  henaieinl 

rgieits^ariring  imm  the  asotonl  iateroheage  of  tdeas 

of  lieMhevrof  thspAsstiarioa,  Dr.  OonoUy  eeMlnded 

by  seeondiog  the  motion. 

Theiteolelieo  wsaeosrried  with  ecelaaatioB.     •  u 

Bk  Urnvram^  mn  ettd.iaaid-«Mr.  FsesMenl  and 

^eatlemen,-^il  ai^thiag  eoeld  increeseiny  desire  lo 

V9t  my  beet  eiertions  for  the  pvotperity  of  thie.  noble 

AsBOcfatioa,  it  is  the   manfeier  in  which,   upon  aU 

oecasianai  my  endeevmws  have  been  received  by  the 

Members  of  it;  and  next  to  the  feeiiog  thM  I  hnve 

been  anxions  to  do  my  doty  to  the  Association,  is  the 

4tfeuraBce  tiMt  I  reap  my  reward  in  having  the  respect 

«f  every  fidember  of  this  Association.    It  is  now  fifteen 

yeers  since  this  Society  waa  formed  at  Worcester,  and 

l.hed  BO  id^a  at  that  time  that  the  operations  of  it 

«wwld  he  extended  bvat  tlae  length  end  {breadth  of 


not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  medical  profession;  eat 
with  a  desire  to  benefit  the  whole  hnman  farnOy.'  I 
tbooght,  at  that  time,  that  its  operations  wonld^  al  the 
most,  have  been  confined  to  the  Midland  Counties; 
bat  I  have  lived  to  see  its  principles  carried  tut 
in  every  part  of  England —principles  which»  it^i» 
intended,  shoiild  tend  to  the  p(omotioa  of  the  wel^ 
fare  of  hamanity,  through  this  profession,  ajpd  it 
is  owing  to  those  principles  thfU  the  great  success 
of  this  Association  is  owing.  My  owa  feelingv  ut 
common  with  those  of  the  profession  generally  at 
Worcester,  are  that'  we  deem  ourselves  honoured'  in 
being  associated  with  Che  birth  of  this  noble  Association, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  pride  to  us  that  in  that  ancient  and 
faithful  city  this  Institution  was  formed.  We  have 
long  talked  over  among  ourselves  our  desire  thai  yea 
should  once  more  meet  at  Worcester^  -in  order  that  all 
who  we^e  interested  there  in  the  fonnation  of  this 
Association  should  see  the  working  of  it.  I  hhve  int 
my  eye  now,  the  son  of  that  man  whom  we  mey  ^aU 
the  iather  eC  our  proCassion,  end  who  came  h^s^  a 
difitaaoe  Xa  take  the  chair  at  the  first  meetifig  «l  fdbe 
Aasooiatioo,  at  Werceater»  and  who  cease  imnmcd,  et 
once  to  fncther  thiaacheme  forthe  adveMenentof  |hf 
profession,  and  I  am  happy  that  hia  son  (Dr*  Jamee 
Johnstone,)  is  present,  to  bear,  as  yon  ha«;e  ti^aHfied,  h^ 
highly  yon  ealoe  the  exertions  he  then  made,  t  hope 
he  will  go  back  and  tell  hia  father  what  yoiiff  opIosMs 
are,  and  I  know  that  he  haa  the  reqpect  not  t&Yg  9i 
yonneNeB,  but  of  ibe  body  el  the  pcDlhasioa  at  lefge. 
I  shaU  net  wander  Inrther,  noc  tdetaia  .yon,  bet  E 
must  tell  you  that  for  the  last  two  or  three  ^e$n,  it 
hes  been  most  earnestly. desired. that  yon  abiwlil 
ag!ai»  eome  tp  Worcester,  in  order  to  testiiy  to 
those  who  aasisted  in  tl|e^  fn^oi^ion  qjf^  this  Sofi^lg^ 
that  what  they  wished  to  see  done,  has  been  (\il\j  car- 
r^d  out.  Mr.  Soden  mentioned  his  wish  00  thie 
subject  to  BBCi  and  every  respectable  member  of  \ko 
pfofession  at  Woreeatec,  tp  wbooi  I  spoke  ^pfijt^ 
expressed  their  des^  that  if  it  were  peesible  weahiuld 
have  en  early  meeting  at  Worcester. .  I  herenoii4»^y 
hand  •  reqnisattoo,  imewroBsly.  signed,,  not  only  by  the 
medical  men  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  but  of  tbepe 


I  can  only  say  that  every  person  trho  was  applied,  ta^ 
signed  that  requnition,  and  expressed  their  eareeat 
hope  that  as  soon  as  yon  could  yon  would  hold  four 
meeting  there. 

After  reading  the  requisition,  which  waa  signed  .by 
106  gentlemen,  including  every  member  of  the  pro- 
fession resident  in  Worcester,  Dr.  Hastings,  in. con- 
clusion, expreised  his  hope  thi^t  the  invitation  wpyld 
be  accepted,  and  assured  the  meeting  that  the  memhere 
of  the  medical  profession  in  Worcester  would  do  everjr 
thing  in  their  power  to  render  their  visit  agreeable,  aa 
bcNcame  the  residents  of  the  city  of  the  birth  of  the 
Association. 

Mr.  SoBBN  said  he  thoiight  they  could  not  do  better 
than  accept  that  invitation  as  soon  as  possible.  Tbej 
coold  not  do  so  next  year  as  they  were  pledged  to  hold 
their  next  n&eeting  at  Taunton;  but  he  begged' te 
flMve  that  the  invitation  be  accepted  for  1849,  ead 
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nPTEENTH  ATINIVER8ART  MEETING  OP  THE  ASSOaATION. 


IkM  |Mr  C9lef mcd  fikailk  I>r.  Rtttii^  do  inreiidc 
gfoa  that  ocinlon 

Ik*  CovoiXT*  oC  C Wtt4pm&»  aecoBded  tbe  notkmi 
iriricb  wit  cinitd  oonlaMNnl  j. 

A  w«f  noredbjr  Mr.  Watsou,  of  Stoarport,  sMoadei  by 
Br*  Ltow,  of  Maochetter,  and  carrlad  wuxAmimiiy ; 

*  Thai  the  tWka  of  this  Maeting  bo  giiren  to  the 
CoaaQil  of  the  past  year^and  thai  thaj  bo  requested  to 
omttoiM  their  lartioet,  with  the  following  Additional 
Ifaaihefm;  and  th*l  thej  ha  empoirared  to  add  to  their 
aanhar:— 


John  Wright,  Biq.,  Beihj. 

Beaglas  Fox,  Eiiq.,  ditto. 

BSchard  Hindle,  M.D.,  BilUngton  Batreat,  WfaaUej, 
Oaoige  Bagliahy  £iq.,  Wigan. 

.  Bohert  Brown,  £tq.^  Freaton. 

J«hB  Beatoe,  Saq*,  HaleaworthySnffolh. 

fl.  W.  Fearn,  Esq.*  Derby. 

Saaitie)  H.  BTana.  Etq^  ditto. 

Jicnrjr  Ff«naU  Giabc«|ie,  £aq^  ditto. 
Mha  JoiMa»  Etq^  ditto. 

ilitirar  Adya,  Eaq^,  Bradford,  Wilta. 

-    Charlea  Trindar,  Saq.»  Baviaes. 

Oadrge  Tteary,  Esq.,  Wanoiastar. 

William  Colborne,  £fq.»  ChippanhaaB. 

Oeoiga  Charohill  Watson*  M.D.»  LivarpooL 
Samael  Crompton,  Bsq.»  Manchester. 

WmiamHemyBMaaa^MJ).,   LiverpooL 
Hhm.  Hodgll%M.B., 
niOBk  Snltfi,  M.B.» 

It  waa  Bo^fd  by  Dr.  Radvorp,  of  Manchester,  and 
aaeonded  by  Dr.  Mackkkss,  of  Hastings,  and 
eairied  mMiaiiBonsly  ^— 

^  That  Prolbssor  Naegele^of  Heidelberg,  beappoiatad- 
an  Honorary  Corresponding  Member." 

Br*  BoiamAaoNt  of  Cheltenham,  mowed,  "  That  the 
thaaka  of  this  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Secretary,  Dr. 
Stiaaten,  tor  his  services  daring  the  past  year;"  and, 
ia  aot  doing,  obaerved  that  the  daties  of  Dr.  Streetep^ 
ia  conqection  with  the  Journal  of  the  Association, 
•ombined  dutlea  not  only  requiring  zeal  and  talent,  bpit 
were  o(  an  onerona  character,  and  whidi  duties  he  had 
ahly  dischaigad.  He  had  no  doubt,  noir  that  thdr 
Jmtnmi  waa  donhled  in  aixe— aa  anrangement  of  which 
ha  approredj— he  had  no  doubt  but  Dr.  Streetea  woujd 
doable  his  exertions  in  their  cause. 

•  Mr.  NvNWBUBY  aaeonded  the  motion,  bat  could  not 
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his  part  if  the  datiea  devAtvfiig  apoa  him  Hvers  no^ 
[performed  to  their  sa^sfactiop.  ^  *  ^' 

Pmaucaziaaa'  CoHw^nsa. 
Dr.-  HiiTima   tHaa  read  two  Baparts  from  iha- 
PaUlealion^  CommlUaa.     The  iial  leport  will  ha- 
fohnd  puMiahed  at  Itagth  in  the  tol.aambw  of  the 
Joamal  for  the  present  year.    The  foUowiagialha' 
sacond  report:--* 

>.    •■opao  BBPoaT, 

At  the  Aaanal  Maatiag  of  tha  AfBodation  h44;.*^* 
Norwiab,  ia  Aifuat,  ^846,  a  Committee  wu  appcaoiad 
to  inquire  **  Whether  aoy,  and  wiiat  aiteratioo  wps- 
reqaiie4  in  the  general  Pablicstions  of  the  Socie^V  4b^' 
to  report  upon  the  mme  either  to  the  CoandC  W  po 
general  meeting  to  be  held  at  Derby  in  1847.^       ' 

The  Committ^  ao  appointed,  divided  .the  ^nliea' 
entrastad  to  them  into  two  distinct  branches  of  inquiry  :^— 

1.  As  to  the  propriety  of  making  any  change  in  dio 
form  and  period  of  publication  of  tha  Journal  and 
TrsosactioDS. 

2.  As  to  the  beat  means  of  giTing  the  highest  poinibla 
character  to  the  literature  of  the  Association. 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  giving  eflbctto  (he  wishsa* 
of  the  Association  upon  the  firit  of  these  qoeadoos,  at 
the  commencement  of  a  new  ToTume  of  the  JoOfoal,  year 
Committee  have  already  reported  to  tha  Couaeii  dm 
result  of  their  inquiries  and  deliberationB,  and  they  aie- 
indaced  to  hope  from  the  acknowledged  improvemeotia 
the  Journal  of  the  Society,  which  haa  reaalted  from  that 
Report,  that  the  reeommandatioaa  which  they  offslsd' 
were  founded  upon  a  just  and  sound  estimate,  not  only  of 
"the  opinions  generally  entertained  by  the  Association,, 
bal  of  that  which  was  most  lilcely  to  give  a  higher  tone 
to  its  literature,  and  advance  its  means  of  being  osefiil 
to  the  Profeasion  and  Science  of  Medicine. 

V^our  Committee  are  fully  sensible  of  the  dillenldes 
which  are  to  be  encountered  in  creating  and  supporCfng 
die  character  of  a  publication  which  pnrports  to  be  flm- 
organ  of  a  large  and  infuential  Association;  bat  they 
approach  the  second  division  of  their  inquiry  with  alSha 
conviction  that  these  difficulties  will  easily  be  siirmouuted. 
If  each  member  wit!  consider  himself  (as  he  in  reality  Is,), 
responsible  for  the  position  which  the  Asaociattoif  if^ 
ekpected  to  take  among  the  learned  and  uiaelul  tociatiea 
of  theklagdom. 

Ia  eoasideriag  the  queHioa  aov  befure  tbeai,  ia  detiiU 
vii:—  I 

**  The  beat  meaaa  of  givtag  the  highaat  posstbla- 
chiffater  to  the  literature  of  the  Association,"  your 
Coaunittee  think  it  may  be  coaTeaif  atlj  discussed  aadev 
|))t  fbUowiog  heads  :— 


etpeel  that  their  Seuatary  wea3d  ha  able  to  doable  his  ^ ..    I*  The  adoptioa  of  express  nsamores  for  enlaiging  die- 


exartloaa,  aaaiag  hew  pertooHy-  he  atlaaded  «e  4hehr 
baaiaeaa  bow. 

Br.  SfaBBTEN,  ia  achaowledgmeat  of  the  motSoa, 
aaaared  the  Asaociatioa  that  thehigheat  gratiteatSoa 
"km  eoald  reoelve  waa  to  hare  thetr  approval  of  the 
aiapi^er  ia  which  he  discharged  the  dattea  of  Ae 
o^oe  entruated  to  him.  It  would  alwaya  be  hla 
wiah  to  merit  the  kindnesa  with  which  they  iiad' 
received  him,  by  a  due  diaoharge  of  thoae  datiea,  "and 
Iheaghhe  asight  aot  be  able  to  realize  the  expeotatfoaa 
ef  hki  estsemad  fitiend.  Dr.  Boiaragoo,  he  conld  aaaare 
thai  it  aheald  aal  be  from  any  want  of  zeal  oa 


scope  of  the  Jooraal. 

.,  U.  The  appnipuation  of  part  of  the  funds  of  the 
Associatioa,  for  the  encourageoseot  of  scientific  investiga- 
tion amoag  its  members. 

For  the  attainment  of  the  first  of  these  object!^  yoap 
Coasmitlee  would  recommeod  :^ 

A»  That  some  means  be  takea  for  easurinff  regalat' 
aad  systematic  communications  from  medical  afta 
attached  to  Provincial  Hospitals,  and  from  the  Se^rrtaitee 
of  the  viiioos  Sodetias  for  the  prooMtion  of  diArtat 
braachea  of  Physiology  aad  MedidBe,  eatahlhhed  ia 
lafge  Proviadal  Towas,  aad  alio  :— 

B.  The  appmntwtat  of  aa  additieaal  Bditat,  to  prirfJe - 


PUBLICATIONS'  COMMITTBE. 


:L 


m»  Ibe  foreign  depArUient  of  t)ie  Jownal^.  whose 
it  ahooU  be  u>  foraish  the  menbeni  with  m 
mad  current  abtinct  of  all  that  la  pnngiii 
opltth««eelrMeBtitie»  W' 

Y«nt  CMmriUet ^heve^  %h^  M.ltU.M^^^bem. 
?dinhle«opiBiuiHptioii9  Irom  ))lr.  Qofit  oflja^inw^Bey. 
aad  Mr,  Cconp^  of  .14M9hj^ter,  wblcl},  m  co^ta4a)a| 
Mgfeatiopa  for  iocreesing  the  scope  of  the  Jouro^Ij  ma^ 
bealloded  to  here.  These  gentlemen  appear  to  har4 
arrifed  at  similar  condosioos,  witboat  aoj  cominiinicatioQ 
with  each  other,  or  any  knowledge  of  the  flews  winch 
they  separately  entertain. 

Mr.  Hont  proposes  '*Tb  insert  in  Che  first  instance  a 
Jttitr  or  essay  in  the  ProriQcial  Joornal,  addressed  to  a)| 
tie  members  of  the  Association,  with  a  view  of  preSiDg 
theanbjeet  upon  their  notice,  and  urging  the  importaotf 
of  prompt  and  accurate  replies  to  the  queries  about  to  be 
propounded  to  them.»*  *•  I  would  then  insert/*  he  goes 
«D  to  say  "In  the  next  number,  (or  append  to  the  addres%) 
a  series  of  qnestions  on  some  particular  subject,  which 
sbonld  admit  of  definite  answers  relating  to  abiolote  facts, 
ocenrriog  in  the  practice  of  the  Tarioos  members^ 
reqaesting  a  reply  addressed  to  i  before  tfab 

'      day  of  ■■ 
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"  The  sobjecis  to  be  chosen  for  ezaralnation,  shoold 

hsL  taken  from  the  diSkteta  dsparimenta  of  medical 
.^fictice,  Tiz  :-^Medicine.  Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  giviog 

the  prefeience  to  Medicine  aad  Materia  Medica,  as  the 

subjects  best  adapted  to  this  kind  of  inquiry,  and  I  would 
.  confine  the  inquiries  at  present  to  Therapeutics,  as  the 

most  noglected  branch.     Replies   should  be  addressed 

and  forwarded  by  post  to  some  person  appointed  by  xYk 

Gommittee,  whose  doty  it  should  be  first,  to  arra^i 

sUtistieally  and  examine  the  answers,  rejecting  such  as 

eoosist  of  opinions  in  lien  of  palpable  fkcta.    He  should 

then  examine  the  periodical  poblieations  for  the  previous 

Mn,»en,or  fourteen  years,  gleaning  from  them  facts    ^"'^J^-"^  J"'^  ""S-^J  sucn  co«manic.i.ons lo consiss 

pmy  «n  the  subject  in  hid.  His  duty  would  be  then  to. .  ^i^^l^  J^^  ''  '^  ^^'"*  '^""^''  "^"^  ^/ 
emiHM't  these  with  those,  and  the  whole  with  Jnf  "tTh  ^;^';^y^  "^^.P^^^^S  ^' «^'^''^^ 
vfdnail  treatise,  or  esUbUshed  opinion,  and  wind  up  the  "^^^  ''*  ^^^^^  **"  "^'^^  "^  **«*'*  "f*"*  ""^^"^  P^*** 
itsttlts  in  an  Essay.'* 

Mr*  Hunt  then  proposes  that  some  competent  person, 
eoBvemot  with  the  subject  should .  be  appointed  to  per- 
form these  duties,  and  that  his  expenses  should  be  paid. 

hy  the  Association ;  and  he  appends  to  his  statement  a        -  -   -        -   

form  io  which  he  sugi^ests  questions  should  be  pot,  <  appointed  to  preside  over  the  Poreis^n  department, 
handsomely  ofleriog  to  superintend  the  working  of  the]     4.  That  the  Editor  of  the  Journal  be  requested  to 
plan  himself  in  the  first  instance.  j  offer  every  facility  in  giving  a  fair  trial  to  the  proposi- 


L  That  beyond  the  divisioAS  into  the  several  frent 
departments  of  Physiology,  'Pathology,  4bc.,  Candiddtoe 
for  prizes  shonld  not  be  Hssited  to  a  givAs  sobjeeu 

'  n.  That  a  i^^efRiee  Ifo  given  to  snob  invest ifations 
as  develop  new  troths  supported  hyscitBtific  «videnee» 
and  as  evidence  of  this  kind,  anatomical  preparatioosiy 
(microscopic  and  others,)  drawings,  casts,  etc.,  may  bn 
mentioned  as  holding  an  imporunt  rank. 

A  proposition  by  Dr.  Hake,  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  to 
confer  prizes  for  the  best  series  of  Re|iorts,  and  the 
best  Essay,  published  by  the  Association  dtttlog  1h« 
year  in  the  Journal,  is  well  worthy  the  attention  of  Ihn 
Association. 

Dr.  Hake  proposes  that  a  gold  medal  be  swarded 
annually  to  the  anihor  of  the  best  reports  published  by 
the  Association  during  the  preceding  year,  and  also  that 
a  gold  Medal  be  awarded  annually  to  the  best  essay  on 
Medical  Science,  published  during  the  preeedine  year.  la 
either  case  sbonld  there  be  no  reports  nor  essays  deemed 
worthy  of  such  award  by  the  Ooantil,  that  they  should 
be  at  lilMrty  to  award  the  same  to  any  reports  or  essays^ 
published  in  any  ynar  preceding  the  last. 

HaviniC  well  considered  the  varions  eommnnications 
laid  before  them,  and  with  the  most  sincere  desire  to 
benefit  the  AsseeitiUon  by  the  resnk  of  their,  inqniries, 
and  to  place  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso« 
ciatioo  in  n  poaitien  which  must  eeflect  credit  npon  the 
seal  and  abitity  of  the  Profemioo  in  the  provinces,,your 
Committee  have  come  to  the  follQwing  resolutions,  which 
they  beg  to  ofl^er  to  the  attention  of  the  Association. 

1.  That  the  most  eflbvtive  measnree  be  adopted  for 
securing  regular  and  systematical  communications  from 
medical  men  attached  to  Provincial  Hospitals,  and  the 
Secretaries  of  the  various  societies  for  the  promotion  of 
different  branches  of  Physiology  and  Medicine,esiabI1shed 
throughout  the  kingdom ;  such  communications  to  consist 


in  practire. 

2.  That  the  members  of  the  Association  be  earnestly 
requested  to  assist  in  procuring  communications  fh>m 
gentlemen  engaged  in  private  practice. 

3.  That  an  additional    Editor    of  the  Journal   be 


Mr.  Crompton  of  Manchester,  proposes  a  plan  nearly 
similar  to  the  above. 
.  Your  Committee  are  favourable  to  opening  Xt(b  {>^es 
of  the  Journal  to  Mr.  Crompton,  and  Mr.  Hunt^  for  the 


.  In  the  attainment  of  the  second  object  into  which  tfa^y 
have  divided  the  present  inquiry,  viz  :— 

The  eacourageasent  of  Medicsl  Science  among  the 
of  the  Aseociation,**  your  Committee  would 
that  as  much  money  as  can  be  spared  be  set 
aside. aiinnally,  to  be  bestowed  in  prizes  for  the  best 
erigiaal  investigations  in  the  various  departments  of 
Medical  Science. 

They  are  however  of  opinion  that  two  great  principles 
enght  to  he  laid  down  for  the  guidance  of  the  AssociaiioUy 
Ib  the  anvopriation  of  the  money  : 


tions  of  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Heme  Bay,  aud  Mr.  Crompton,  of 
Manchester.  •-  -   * 

5.  That  as  a  means  of  encouraging  the  advancement  of 
medical  science  among  the  members  of  the  AssociaCfon, 


objects  they  severally    propose ;    provided  that  these    and  providing  matter  for  insertion  in  the  publications  of 
leuleiQen  will  kimfly  undertake  the  working  of  th«ir    the  Sadety,  a  gold  medal  t»r  medals  be  piwsenled  tnHin 

mrthor  or  authors  of  suefl  oomnmnieations  as  may  bo 
deemed  worthy  by  the  Council. 

Year  Commiuce  earneM^  hope  that  whatever  may 
bv  decided  in  the  matter  referred  to  their  consideration* 
the  Assoeiatioo  will  do  iu  utmost  as  a  body»  to  pio- 
mote  the  cultivation  of  the  higher  departments  of  medical 
inquiry,  and  thereby  show  that  it  has  no  sympathy  with 
those  who  make  the  "  eni  bono*'  (in  the  sense  of  imme* 
diate  and  obvions  application  to  the  healing  art,)  tbd  Onn 
test  of  the  value  of  any  discovery.  It  is  only  thus  wa 
can  hope  to  attain  the  high  position  to  which  suck  aa 
imporUnt  body  shonld  tspirr,  and  do  somiihtng  to'wardt 


'  V 
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nPTBENTH  ANNIVfillSARV  wnumVO  OF  TBE  A880CUTIOK. 


ivteuiBf  <mr  prafmon  tnm  life  degndatimi  into  w\aaA 
H  k«ttf€o  brraght  by  la  6ppoii(e  oMite. 

EpMoiiD  UfVf  Jd.D. 
C.M«'DotftAiiT,  M.D. 
T.  H.  Bawib*  MJD. 
Pbtbe  Mabtim. 
John  S.  Soosn. 
'    Thomai  Radpou),  M.D. 
,  Jamm  Macocbss*  M.D. 
CUAU.U  Hastings,  M.D. 
JoBN  Grskn  Crossb. 
C.  R.  Brbb,  HoQorary  Secretary.' 
Dr.  HMtiaga  b«d  &o  doubt  tbejr  would  recollect  that 


of  OuarduaB  aad  Poor-Lav  ComviaaioiiarB,  laiida  t0 
lii«tr  tke  a tatns  of  tlio  profcMioo  Qaaerally. 

proposed  hy  Mr.  Fl^tchar,  oP  ftflayi 

'  Mr.  Griffin  Spencer,  of  AlftvtMi,  aad'taoMi 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tlifi  m^aftiK,  thit  ttO 
medical  department  of  the  Poor-Law  baa  ool^  M 
,f  oarried  out  satisfactorilj  hy  medical  men,  pradttdi^  * 
acquainted  with  the  sanitary  condition  ef  the' poof/ 
and  the  duties  required  of  the  medical  offtcers,  airS  ttil' 
therefore  a  Medical  Board  or  Commissioner  ought  t9 
^e  appointed  for  that  pnrpote. 


•• 


i.T 


•  >  t*R>RMed  by  Mt.  JTletdieCt  of  Riplo/y  aeconded^^j.Mr; 


at  tha  last  meeting  at  Nor^qh  this  Committee  was  I  ,    ^^.^^^  MatU>ck,and  cabled  ttnanimoB*y.:^ 
appointed  under  the  snp^rioiendeace  of  Mr.  Bree,  of 


Stowmarltety  who»  he  was  sorry  to  say,  waa  not 
present  at  this  meeting ;  but,  in  his  absence,  he  was 
enabled  to  say  mora  than  in  his  presence,  and  he  most 
aay  that  in  the  management  of  the  business  consigned 
to  the  Committee  he  deserved  all  that  eould  be  said  in 
praise  of  the  zeal  and  ability  he  had  shown,  and  which 
was  lilcely  to  be  of  great  bene^t  to  the  Association  at 
large.  The  Council  had  received  sereral  commanica. 
lions  approTiug  of  the  change  in  the  publication  of 
the  Provincial  Mtdical  and  SvryiGol  Journal,  a  change 
of  which  be  himself  also  much  approved. 

Pr.  Jambb  JoBNaTQjfE  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Keports,  and  said  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the  Asso. 
elation  were  deeply  indebted  to  that  Committee  for 
their  labours,  and  expressed  his  approbation  of  the 
articles  that  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the  Association, 
and  of  thf  mode  in  which  it  was  conducted. 

Mr.  SiBSON  seconded  the  motion,  and  considered  that 
the  adoption  of  the  Reports  would  lead  to  a  higher  dais 
of  papers  being  sent  to  the  Journal. 

Dr.  Strbbten  took  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging 
the  Taluable  assistance  he  had  received  from  Dr. 
Ranking,  of  Norwich,  in  drawing  up  the  General 
Retrospect ;  he  had  thus  been  able  to  bring  much 
interesting  information  before  the  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, it  being  an  object  to  select  information  from 
Foreign  journals  and  publications  which  many  6t 
them  might  not  be  likely  otherwise  to  obtain. 

The  motion  was  then  put  to  the  meeting,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

MaoiCAL  OmcBaa  or  Poaft.BA.w  Uwions. 

A  report  of  a  meeting  of  medical  olBcers  of  Poor-Lair 
Unions  and  other  medical  men,  held  at  Hallodc 
Bath,  on  Wednesday,  July  28th,  waa  read  by  Mir. 
Cantrel).  The  meeting  waa  aalled  to  take  into  eoa- 
aideration  the  best  means  of  obtaining  a  lair  remunera* 
tiott  for  their  services,  and  on  other  business,  Wdff 
Caatrell,  Esq.,  in  the  chair, 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Tasker,  of  Melbourne, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Lomas,  of  Parwich,  and  carried 
unanimously : — 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  remu- 
aaration  for  the  important  services  rendered  by  the 
nadical  officers  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  is  unequal,  and, 
in  aoateaaea,  inadequate,  and  that  the  treatment  which 
ao  large  a  body  of  tin  profaasioB  reoeiva  from  Boards 


1 1 


That  it  ta  the  opiaiOB  oi  Una  OMati^g^  that  .il)^ 
medical  practice  has  inafeasad  to  auab  aa  ezte^  af  to  , 
demand  tha  saiiaaa  aonsidaratioa  of  tha  pfoCsssioa  aitl^ 
a  view  to  iu  aboUtioB ;  and  thai  this  W9ttld  ba  b^ 

■ 

aoeomplisbad  by,  the  appointawnt  of  a.  spaciaL^oileK . 
to^lnvaadgate  any  suppaaed  oasa  oi  jiUefal  pr^tifsa^of 
frbitli  ha  may  ifvaiTe  aotiaa,  and  raport  up(|a  thf  {im « 
either  to  a  local  or  gaoaral  baacd»^roasasaing  poxe&i9 
direct tbalr proaecmiaa.-  *:.-<.  >^ 

Proposed  by  Mr.  WaltSft,  of  BakeweOlT  saedtt8ad*bf ' 
Mr.  Moorc,'of  TIdesw^lt,'and  carried  uiiaaiiua^Hf?'' ' 
Tliat  Mr.  Cantrell,  Mr.  Tasker,  Mr.  Spen<i«f;'^fffl" 
Etaos,  Mr.  Fletcher,  Mr.  Lomas,  Mr.  Allen,  aud  Vf. ' 
Ebsworth,  be  deputed  to  represent  the  opinion' of  tfih 
ineeting  to  the  Provincial  Association  at  their  tii^i^f 
jat  Derby  in  August  next,  and  to  urge  tha  imiAaMti 
consideration  of  tha  just  claims  of  Union  madicsl 
oMcers,  who  indulge  the  hope  that  th«  proper  r^ia- 
aenUtion  of  their  case  by  the  Prorinciat  Aisoeialkia' 
would  lead,  under  the  improved  vauagottaat  9f  tfie 
Poor  Law,  to  a  more  liberal  and  adequate  ramMHMiflli 
for  their  serf  ices, '  *  ■"      » 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Tasker,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lomas/^S" 
carried  unanimously  :-* 
That  tha  bast  thanfca  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr. 
Caatrell  for  his  kind  azertions  in  calling  the  maeliBg 
togalhar,  a^d  for  tha  a^le  manner  in  which  ha  has 
dieohaifad  tha  dutlea  of  Chairman  during  the  evaniag^ 

W.  CANTRELL,  ChalrmaiL  . 

Mr.  Cantbbll  said  he  bad  bean  inlbimed;  Ifom 
reading  the  report  of  the  prdceedinga  of  the  last  muottng 
at  Norwicli,  that  a  Committee  had  been  appttnled  ts 
wait  upon  the  Secratary  of  State  for  the* 
Department,  npon  th«  treatment  iveeived  by 
officers  of  Poor-Law  Unions,  mora  especially  a  Ciiaaf 
.  Mr.  Martin's,  and  wished  to  know  the  result 

Dr.  Streets N  explained,  that  soon  after  M  late 
meeting  a  difference  of  opinion  had  arisen  itfthe  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued^  and  in  cotm^ 
quence  of  that  the  Committee  were  not  able  to  carry 
out  the  object  in  view.  It  was  not  intended  that  Be 
snlirject  should  drop  through,  but  in  consequence  of  th# 
difference  alluded  to  the  inquiry  into  the  cinmmetspMI 
of  the  cases  brought  forward  had  not  been  pnrsaad::  '*' 

Mr.  Cantbbll  replied  that  he  felt  anxious  to  1a09 
what  had  bean  dona^  for  Madieal  Ofloara  of  -9^ 


J 


RlOR^LilW  ^eOMMimE. 
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tk*  iUMeialiOB.    The  ill-oMSt  tnd  li^natiM  ffMelnA 


kjftiMBllrwi  the  Ii«b#  of  tbDM  wbo  bj  their  pot^tipn^  aim  for  the  Msistiuioe  givtiu  )^  (Mr.  Ti^^^erO  wrote  to 


iftlft^ivad'by  thcii  edpe^ttopi  oagbt  to  know  better,  be 
mteMorea  shovM  bo  osqiiiMd  into  bj  tbe  Aetociefion. 
TfeMo  i|ie  Bony  ol.tfao  ^ofetdoii  who  night  be  termod 
lko*'^M'fcing  BNoi"  of  the  profeatios.  who  would  be 
gM  to^ttteod  the  meetiagii of  tbe  Aesoci&tion,  end  etate 
tbdr  ceieii,  bat  coald  not  afford  to  do  so,  end  while  the 
JUioeietion  bronght  together  men  of  talent,  and  of  the 
Ugbefl^raepectabilitjry  he  would  ask  them  not  to  forget 
theae  who  were  not  ao  fortanatelj  placed  aa  to  be  able 
lewgepereonally  the  injnaiioe  they  reoelred.  They 
wadied  to  see  qnaekeory  pat  down ;  it  might  be  all  veiy 
wall  to  talk  aboat  free  trade  in  phyeie,  tappottng  Ifant 
thiyaUiecooldknoir  whioh  were  the  men  t»  trait, 
b«lilw«v]d'  not  do  withont  that  He  had  bat  qne 
cUld,  bat  he  ehoald  never  think  of  bringing  bin  ap 
aft*  general  praetitlotter  if  the  sanm  tieatment  they 
nm  reedved  waa  contf naed.  He  did  hope,  therefore, 
that  tboagli  the  latl  application  on  the  aatoecC  had 
btMiallovea  to  faDlo  the  gienad  by  the  Cecmnitte^^ 
saA  #eidd-  set  be  the  eaie  again.  He  waa  not 
■pa ahhig aelflebly, for  he  had  teld  theiSruardiana  of 
te^lMom  «e  whiah  he  waa  alliMsliad  that  he  woald. 
■njwmr  tahaiihe  diairieta  for  nothing  than  for  the  .aam 
tlMHipaM,  for  he  i^onld  not  allow  a  man  to  come  into  tbe 
dianiei  for  the  aake  of  the  Poor-Law  practice,  and  then 
wiikawjay  with  tbe  rest  Other  gentlemen  wonld  urge 
^  matfar  before  the  Asaociation  either  at  the  present, 
oMoi^  Other  .time  during  the  sittings  of  the  Association, ' 
w^ieh.  might  be  convenient 

^V^  P&BSinXMT  eapresaed  his  opinion  that  the 
piaswii  waa  the  more  favourable  time. 

lffr;€AnvftBU.,  eon  tinned  that  he  was  sure  it  was 
m  Iwaaasary  for  liim  to  enter  very  fully  into  the  anb- 
jeet  before  that  meeting.  Gentlemen  mast  be  well 
a*are  that  Poor.Law  Guardians  never  employed  a 
professiooal  man  aa  a  lawyer  without  well  paying  him 
fo#  his  duties.  It  might  be  that  guardians  thought 
tli^  medical  officers  a  bad  set  of  sertaifti  and  not 
worthy  of  being  remunerated ;  if  they  did,  he  eMM 
a^urethem  they  were  mistaken,  for  nobddy  of  man 
afetottded  to  their  duties  with  more  punofnam^  vnd 
mNBAaee  than  did  medical  gentlemen.  He  believed 
ttat  they  aAtOQded  more  to  the  wanU  of  the  poor  than 
te^fheir  other  patients,  and  were  at  all  timea  ready  to 
ijile«a  them.  In  conclusion  he  woold  move  that 
a  Ciaanaitlee  be  a^P^inted  for  iaqoiring  into  the 
'Im  had  broaght  forward,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
whether  some  means  coald  not  be  adopted  for 
tM  rappreseion  of  quackery.  He  hoped  that  they 
wiaa^Npert  daring  the  present  meeting,  and  not  let 
t|»  matter  stand  over  to  another,  as  while  the  *'  grass 
giMwa  tbe  horse  starves." 

Hr.  TasKBit,  of  Melbourne,  said  it  was  perfectly 
aldeaa  to  appeal  to  the  Poor*Law  Coasmissionen;  the 
ni^Mi^  of  the  medical  practitioners  did  not  find  fault 
wHki  the  letters  of  instruction  forwarded  by  them,  but 
wM  h«  blaased  the  Commiesiopers  for  was,  that  they 
did  imt  see  that  guaidiana  carried  out  those  instructions. 
ICNfliig  ike  last  year  ha  had  468  anion  caaea  of  Ulneis^ 


fi^rwhlgh  he  oeght  to.ha;«e  refmved  £1^0,  but  only 
r^ved  one  fifth  part,  £30.  ^Finding  that  £30  a  poor 


t 


Poor-Law  Comn|ifsion4ti»  .aliewing  their  incon- 
alstency  in  allowing  him  to.be  paid  in  that  manner  by 
tbe  Gaardiana»  and  inn  few  dayi  he  received  a  letter^ 
slating  that  the  poofntla^onera  aanctioned  the  conduct 
of  the  Goaidians.  -He  aeeerdingly  went  up  to  Somerset 
Honse^  and  »9tw  one  of  the  head  olerks,  but  could 
dbtatn  no  redress.  He  thought  that  the  repreaentatioa 
<iif  individual  cases  wonld  be  of  no  avail,  bat  as  tbe 
laediaal  ofllcera  of  unions  were  a  large  claaa  of  the 
profession,  they  ought  to  join  together  and  repreeent 
fheir  caae  generally  to  the  Commissioners.  To  de 
Alls  they  ooght  to  obtain  a  retnm  lirom  every 
onion  in  the  country,  the  namber  of  the  popula- 
tion, the  class  of  people,  and  the  amoant  of  salary 
paid  to  tbe  medical  man.  That  there  was  a  great 
difference  in  their  remuneration  he  knew,  fur  he 
had  lately  received  a  letter  fh>m  a  medical  officer  to 
an  onion,  who  was  paid  five  times  more  than  he 
himself  was  paid.  He  called  upob  the  Association 
generally  to  come  forward  and  take  the  matter  into 
their  consideration,  and  while  he  agreed  with  Dr. 
Hasting,  that  there  should  be  a  Committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  alteration  of  the  laws  by  which  the 
eharaeter  and  dignity  of  the  profession  should  be 
upheld,  he  must  call  upon  those  who  were  not  eon* 
nected  with  unions  to  come  forward  and  support  those 
who  were,  and  who  looked  up  to  them  for  assistance  aa 
ji^rotbers  in  the  sauM  profession. 

'  Dr,  HisTinoa  rose  and  said »— Mr.  President  and 
Gentlemen—* Upon  all  occasions  of  our  meeting,  thia 
Association  has  sought  to  sympathize  with  and  relieve 
the  medical  oncers  under  the  Poor-Law,  firom  the  griev- 
appes  under  which  they  labour.  At  eytry  meeting  a 
Committee  has  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  this 
subject^  and  I  feel  assured  from  the  exertions  of  those 
Committer's,  much  good  baa  been  done,  especially  with 
the  Commissioners,  in  London.  At  tbe  last  meeting  a 
Committee  waa  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  sobjecty 
but  I  am  f  orry  to  say  that  that  Committee  has  failed  in 
its  object,  not  from  any  defect  on  our  part ;  but  of  those 
gentlemen  ae  appointed,  some  of  them  refused  \o  act, 
and  those  too  who  had  been  the  most  active  and 
zealona  on  forsser  occasions.  My  own  impression  ia 
that  ^e  Cemmitiae  gave  up  in  despair,  aa  they  wrote 
t4>,tbe  Central  Counci],  stating  they  declined  to  act 
in  the  matter. .  I  wish  to  say  that  it  was  not  through 
the  Council,  for  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  failure 
of  the  Committee.  It  fell  to  pieces  of  its  own  accord, 
as  I  believe  from  a  feeling  that  they  could  not  do 
'  wB^hing  more  to  further,  this  great  object  That  ia 
:  no  reaaon  why  we  ahonld  give  up  our  exertions  tbia 
year;  the  difficultiea  of  the  subject  are  no  reason  why 
it  should  he  given  up  altogether;  and  if  the  zeal  and 
intelligence  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  now  addressed 
you  be  devoted  to  it«  I  cannot  but  think  that  some 
success  will  result  There  is  now  a  growing  fseling 
that  something  ought  to  be  done  to  ensure  a  better 
system  of  medical  relief  to  the  poor,  and  therefore  I 
believe  that  if,  u  an  Aasociation,  you  will  go  on  and 
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ftt«a««re  in  the  aiatier,  w^^Uail^iae  iome  gomi  follMr 
And  MHMlMM'doiM  lor  the   iil^i 


gMitlMiieo  Monghig  >  to  ^^r  profeMloii.    I  mot  cqp    not  reqaired  to  attmid  at  M^mp9o  baiiif  mM  ^k 


and  they  Ml  thai  the  MgheatfoMu  of  fMr^HKf  itm 
the  relief  of  their  filllov^aidtt.    The  ttedloal  Mi 


4Mly  avpi^rt  the  moti«i  lev  a  Canumitee,  and.  hope 
that  they  will  KiKiftdafteftl|»preteafc  mmfAng. 

Br.  Coxoixr,  ol  KanweiU  enppotted  the  prepoaltioQ, 
and  aahl'it  wai  quite  impoeslbtofhat  any  geatlMNOi  eoald 
hi^  Uateaed  ia  tiie  eloqaenoe  with  vhieh  theeolyeets 
htti  been  urged  withmit  beidg  iapreaaed  wiik  Hi 
in^ortance.  '  E  rery  one  mast  be  airare  that  there  was 
iii<^  tearoftly  a  YUlag^in  the  ooaMry  wheiwUie  hihahit* 
aijte  eonid  not  didl  lb  aid  a  man  'of  talent  aai  aMHtyi 
hy  the  exercise  of  wMch  a  eenttiry'ago  Vt  woifld  ha^ 
been  enabled  to  atuin  wealth  and  eompetenee,  whtlh 
now  be  coald  scirce  obtain  a  living.  He(1>r.  Conolly) 
bad  been  a  practising  physician  for  many  years,  and 
he  qaite  agreed  (hat  all  the  pleasure  and  delight  that 
.they  experieoced  in  meetings  like  the  present,  would 
he  but  imperfect  if  they  left  out  of  their  cqiisideration 
the  Welfare  of  the  large  class  who  were  the  ill-used 
■lemhers  of  tha  medical  profession.  He  did  hai^e 
aomething  woald  be  done  for  their  benefit,  far.t)u>ogb 
Feor*Iiaw  Commisaionera  might  not  be  answecahle  to 
lhkm,4here  waa  apower  anperior  to  thaiiPt«;»the  povser  of 
public  opinion ;  and  should  the  ComaMMoaesa  stiH 
lemain  regardless  of  pAlic  men  as  theicsenraais,  the 
prbfession  must  send  a  depntation  to  the  Secretary  wf  * 
Siste,  and  at  the  same  time  n^e  upon' the  uettbera  of 
Parliament  connected  with  them,  the  importanee  of  the 
subject,  which  he  hoped  would  not  ntHmately  b«  lost 
eight  of.  * 

Dr.  HuTCBfKSON,  ofUfottingham,  said  he  was 
opinion  that  expressions  of  sympathy  and  regret 
were  not  all  that  could  be  done  for  that  branch 
of  their  profession  connected  with  the  system  of 
jDedical  practice  in  Union  dietriots,  nor  when  they 
bad  uttered  those  expressions  had  they  performed 
their  doty.  Dr.  Hastings  had  proposed  that  a 
Cbanitiee  should  be  affioialed,  hut .  it  appeared 
td  Mm,  (Dr.  HutebineonO  that  Committees  vera-  vary 
ft«gUe  things,  and  that  tticy  ave  not  adequate  .ibi  the 
nteeskities  of  the  ease,  as  was  known  by  aapaaieaca. 
•He  would  rather  aay  that  a  remoaatranea  from  the 
Association  should  be  forwarded  to  the  pn>par.t|«8itOTrf 
w^icb  remonstrance,  coming  front  the  asseethtad  bodj^ 
Would  have  more  weight  than  coming  flywu>»€ommiitae, 
and  would  have  another  advantage,  that  bcAng  made  a 
portion  of  the  business  of  the  Association,  the  mattei; 
was  not  likely  to  fade  away.  In  conclusion  he  would 
TJHttark,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  equal  importance  to 
the  poor  man  as  to  the  medical  man,  and  was,  there. 
fyt^,  well  deserting  of  their  serious  consideration. 
'  Mr.  JoKasoN,of  Derby,ezpre8sedhimeel/in  favouf 
uf  a  remonatrance,  and  asked  what  more  could  be  done 
by  a  Committee  than  had  been  done  by  former  Oom- 
mitCMt.  He  was  a  Poor-  Law  doctor,  and  very  p9or  pay 
be  could  assure  them  resulted  from  ft,  but  tlie  preseut 
ay  stem  was  worse  for  the  poor  man  than  for  the  doctor; 
and  if  medical  men  were  but  to  carry  out  atrletly  the 
lugulations  of  the  Conimissioners,  it  would  be  ftmndaa. 
But  the  profession  did  not  do  that,  they  felt  they  Ifad 
a*  gr%at  weight  of  reepensibility  attMhed  to  their  ofllo» 


iSSi  might  say  to  the  poor  mmf,  get  aa  older  horn  lbs 
Poor.  Law  Gaardianiy  to  whiMD  ha  wight  haeela  tAfil 
three  or  four  milea.    Medical  laen  co«ld  vat  sand  pesr 

patieou  that  distance.  If  they  were  taken  ill,  and  a 
medical  man  did  not  gn  and  attend  upon  Botiea'  H 
illness,  would  he  not  be  thought  a  oold-bloodad,  ahealt- 
lets  manf  And  therefore,  in  conclusion,  he  weald 
urge  upon  them  the  decesslty  of  endeavouiing  0 
reHefe  the  medical  man  from  fttch  a  dtaaHon. 

Mr.  Rick,  of  Stratford-upoa-ATon,  said  he  wu  ta 
possession  of  plenty  of  inforaation  to  sliow  thatlhe 
medical  pen  referred  to  were  but  III  paid,  whUe  tb^ 
bad'  most  arduous  duties  to  perform,  and  remarked 
upon  the  great  disparity  in  the  payment  of  the'medicil  . 
officers  of  difTerent  unions. 

Dr.  Hastikos  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  draw  up  a  remonstrance,  fie 
had  always  considered  the  UnioU  medical  ofBuen  waie 
well  entTtled  to  all  the  consideration  thatlhe  Amoeiatiev 
could  give  to  their  case,  belieYing'as  he  did  thhHu  the 
discharge  of  thMr  duties  they  bad  ddnd  vibiw  to  ktep* 
op  the  honour  of  the  profession  than  any  other  daiB» 
when  the  zeal  and  astldutty  with  whiah  they  dMMtogsd 
their  duties  were  taken  ihto  consideratioil,  and  the'tmdi 
remuneration  they  received  fbr  t^eit  endeavours  to 
relieve  the  poor  man'  from  bis  boiilit'  saftrfngs,  and 
therefore  the  Assoeiaficn  shbutd  do  at!  ifk  its  pttwev  ta 
assist  thera  In  obtaining  their  rights  from  the  Poor  Lair 
Commissioners. 

Dr.  HoDGKiN,  of  London,  said  -  lie  was  quite  oett- 
vinced  that  the  Puor  Law  Commiasiotlbra  liad  mala 
a  very  sad  mistake  in  the  mode  of  supplying  the  pe^ 
with  medical  attendance  and  relief.  He  eoftid  not  bi^ 
think  that  a  remonstrance  from  the  Association  would 
have  great  weight  with  the  Commissioners,  and  ahould 
wish  that  the  meeting  would  appoint  a  Committee  to 
draw  up  a  remonstrance,  whi6h  he  would  adeise  should 
8«t  forth  their  grievances,  but  be  of  a  tempeMtH 
character. 

Mr.  JoHUsow  urged  upon  the  Members  of  '<h» 
^Association  the  necessity  of  endeavouring  to  cibtaiA'the 
'support  of  Metnbers  of  Parliament  iu  their  own  iaaN* 
diate  viml^,  or  with  whom  they  were  acquainted^ 
and,  he  thooglit,  also,  if  the  matter  was  followed  19 
ia  the  columns  of  the  Provmcial  Medical  and  Swrgk^ 
J^oumal,  and  made  public  thereby,  it  w^uld  be  atteadsi 
With  good  results. 

'  Dr.  9TEBBTBM  assured  the  meetiug  that  he  IhoaXd 
be  happy  to  promote  the  objecta  they  had. ia  fiev 
as  far  as  he  could,  as  he  conceived  nothing  oould 
'be  more  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  prolbsfeioa 
Chan  that  a  large  body  of  its  members  should  haTe 
to  give  up  th^r  taleuts  and  time,  as  they  Mtn  li#w 
called  upon  to  do  y  and  that  nothing  oouU  be  mace 
Injarlous  to  those  principles  of  general  benevoiiNicetiay 
delighted  tn  aol6iowIedge  and  to  act  upon,  thas  tM 
manner  in  which  the  proibssson  was  treated  bylW- 
Poor.Law  authorities. 

Mr.  NoNUKLBT,  of  Leeda»  wished  the  Aiwriitiin 
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Sfli  40.  OMct  tp  derlff  ^loo  rnnoh  benefit  firom  their 
yMMBttfABoe^  u  lo  loog  M  flRs  tcoepted  from  necessity 
--««o4Jie4i4  AOtblaofi  tb^ipi  for  so  doing — the  salaries 
diffeU,  he  thpoght  they  W9vld  find  that  the  eril  wm 
ese  ^Meh  thegr  oonld  not  ttmf^j,  %nd  would  be  beyond 
^leii;  inierference.     , 

Mf..SiBsox».of  Nottingham,  wished  that  medical 
«tteen  were  better  remunerated,  for  the  reason  that 
tbe,pfiv  Ii9i  many  parts  thought  that  medical  officers 
nould  aot  treat  them  with  dae  attention  becaase  they 
were  so  lU  paid  for  doing  to;  end  that  also  snc%  a  course 
wonld  prevent  their  befng  pestered  by  the  harpies  of  the 


.  MXf  PoUQLaeFoXvOf  Derby,  waa  snre  that  the  public 
wonld  fo.  with  the  nedioal  profession,  and  be  glad  to 
flse  their  grievances  redressed.  He  could  not  help 
.  thinking  that  the  remonstrances  of  the  Association 
wonld  cause  them  to  be  heard  where  they  had  not  be^n 
leeoguijMd  ^eft^re ;  as  they  mast  recollect  that  if  in 
iotore.one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Poor- Law 
ebouid  take  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  an^ 
i^aes^na  /could  there  be  asked  of  him,  withoot  the 
Jm9tU»e»jniq#Ked.  formerly  ^  and  he  had  no  donbt  that 
iS  epx/9ffi|l|»er  asked  ^r  a  return  of  the  sta^e  of  the 
^BKjlJica^cBfipfeHion  sa  connected  with  the  operation  of 
^^flW*I^K«<^^  .wqjBld  be  the  m^ans  of  having  laid 
b^ii^Kr^ka^po^iic  lyoie  information  on  the^  subject  than 
eiferibeCure  had  been  presented  to.  them. 

•  .|(^.9iUfB9  qS  Boj^Humf  spoke  in  i^vour  of  self- 
fnppayjtiing  I>.Upensnrieei  es  tsnding  to  diminish  thp 
eein|ro|^,e#  Poor«Law.  Guardians  over  the  medical  pro- 


Csssion,  whidi  if  earried  out  by  the  members  of  the  latter  •  i^^fcre  they  were  able  lo  renew  their  grants. 


iH,^  aniteA  My,  Would,  he  considered,  be  of  great 
mp^%  t  Bp  wi^l^  pledge  Imself  toshew>  that  though 
ertl^l^porting  Dispcnssries  had  been  considered  dero|^ 
%tinry.  \o  ^  j>rofession,  and  had  been  called  ^  medical 
fiitthV'.tlMy  were, in  fact, advantageous  and  reputable, 
i/jpMg^erly  conducted.  For  thirty  years  h's  object  had 
|)^en  <  to  upliold  the  honour  %nd  respeotability  of  the 
pwdioaJl  |«o|ieesKMif  bnt  as  to  any  good  resulting  from 
repsonetraufes  be  waepf  opinion  that  the  Guardians 
would  take  advantage  of  any  man  who  would  take  Jf)ie« 
proffered  amount  of  salaiy. 

'  I>r«.  BoiMiAGOii,  of  Cheltenham,  remarked  that,  ^t 
beiqg  pMt  the  hour  fixed  for  the  termination,  of  the 
JPlrst  O^&eral  Meeting,  and  the  subilects  .9oder  con- 
eideration  being  of  snph  importance,  he  would  ask,  jf 
dit  W4>nhl  90^  be  better  to  a^oum  the  question  nnti^  the 
#iQei»ii)g  meeting  of  the  Association ;  and  thought  that 
it  would  be  better  to  Isce  the  Commisaioiners  in  their  deji^, 
•nd.tell  ^ev  that  the  men  who  acted  as  they  had  done 
would  lose  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  thoee  whom 
"they  were  appointed  to  protect 

Xiie  FitxsiDENT  considered  that  if  they  remonstrated 
Unie  uiter  time,  they  would  at  length  be  iieard,eapeoii41y 
if  a  Commissioner  had  a  seatin  the  Houtaof  ^Comnioiis. 
A  Committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gentlemen, 
..wee  iheit  appoinied,  to  take  the  mutter  into  considefn- 
tion:— -Pr,  Bodgkin,  Br,  Hutchinson,  Mr.  £ddis«^ 
Mu  Sibsoo,  Mr.  Borough,  Mr.  Murtfiu  Mr.  Xasker, 
und  Mr.  Price. 

"^IW  Aesodation  then  adjourned.   . 


8B0ONP  GEMERAL  M££TING.  . 

At  eight  o'oloek  in  tte  teeiliiiig  the~  members  agaia 
hi  the  Town  Hall,  uimn,  the  PieeidenI  havtag 
ttkin  Uirseett,  Dr.W.  OdKotbr,  ol  Oheleenh— ,  ineA 
the  folMwhig  npor^  of  tb^SMWroleat  Fund  :^ 


.   BsmuT  OF  ws  BKiwvoLBKr  Fund— 18i7. 

'  The  'Ceutrld  Commfttee  of  Management  of*  the 
Benwotent  Flmd  regret  to  have  to  esport  to  tile  Aene- 
oiatiotf  tfaatilie*«eBtributiona  to  this  vuiaable  dwrl^ 
have  not  Itiereeeid  aw4hey  had  anticipated  woidd  lihea 
been  thetsase.  This  may  be  attributed  to  varioua  een- 
onriingoauses.  Tkm  universal  scarcity  and  distress  that 
^has  prevailed  during  the  past  year  have  caused 
'immense  sums  of  money  to  be  given  by  all  claaaes  of 
the  commnnity,  to  relieve  the  immediate  and  urgent 
wants  of  our  safieriog  feIlow4:reatares,  peetilence  and 
famine  admitting  of  no  delay ;  thus,  what  might  have 
been  appropriated  to  charities  of  a  more  limited  nature, 
has  been  deroted  to  the  reliisf  of  the  general  and  more 
urgent  national  distress.  The  medical  community  ha've' 
nd^'been  backward  in  taking  their  share  of  tlie  goof 
woflc,  ^lid  thus  diminfshing  their  power  of  eontiiboting 
with' Ailr  usual  liberality  to  the  wantt  of  Uie  member* 
of  iMr  own  praAMsion.  AmM  the  pmssute  of  tUa 
onivefaeiealumity,  itwas  notm  be  ezpeeled  but  that 
Ihe  UMdioal  world  would  be  partakers;  accordingly, 
the  applieadotts  to  Urn  Committee  for  aid  during  the 
past  year  have  Ijpen-nnueuaUy  numerous  and  uigSBt* 
They  Jmve  given  relief  to  the  extent  of  their  means, 
kieomuch  that  at  one  period  of  the  year  the  available 
Fund  was  quite  ezbansted,  and  some  months  elapsed 


Notwithstanding^  however,  the  untoward  eircnm- 
stancep  abovfe-mentiooed,  seventeen  cases  have  been 
relieved  in  the  course  of  Ibe  Ihtt  twelve  months,  all  of 
them  of  a  distressing  and  nrgent  kind ;  and  small  as 
the  sums  appropriated  to  each  case  have  been,  the 
Committee  have  eVery  reason  t6  believe  that  the  relibf 
has  been  most  heasonUble,  and  has  in  every  case  been 
aokiltfwiedged  with  Che  tieepest  gratimde.  CouM  the 
Aseoetillbn*  "genefltlly  bnt  resid  the  heart-reoding 
eppeiOe  that  Are  made  lb  Ibe  Committee  by  meet 
NtpeeiaUe  meoAers  of  the  proibsslon  and  their  ISami- 
lies,  wr  the-geateftil  eipreseion  of  acknowledgment 
aeltiL4vhMi»iMr  bounty,  when  accorded,  is  received, 
their  gwiififetiin.wofld  be  extreme,  and  their  thank- 
fuhwss  nnbeunded,  <hat  a  kinii  Providence  had  enabled 
them  lo  oomribQie  to  sonohls  SMd  90  useful  a  charity. 
One  gentleman  who  had  been  the  means  of  obtaining 
froip  the  Committee  a  donation  anno  ally  for  the  laftt 
three  or  four  yearsy  for  the  orphan  daughter  of  a 
respecuble  practitioner,  in  the  course  of  the  laet  year 
writes  to  the  Committee — **  Yon  will  be  interested  to 
hear  that  poor  Hiss  ,  whose  necessitie»yott  have 

so' materially  relieved,  will  be  no  longer  a  claimeat 
npon  the  bounty  of  the  Fund;  after  long  and  aevetu 
sufierittg,  an  attack  of  pneumonia  last  autumn  soom 
barrfed  her  off.  I  am  sore  you  will  be  gratified  at 
hearing  that  the  aid  afforded  by  our  Benevolent  Fund 
very  materially  added  to  her  comfort,  and  spared  her 
viery  many  of  those  privations  which  she  must  other- 
wise have. suffered  frem."  The  Committee  have  the 
gratification  of  addhig  that  this  gentleman,  thus  wit- 
useaing^the  piactlMl  benefits  of  the  charity,  hu  tlfia 
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jMT  ^MUed  bto  rabtoriptSoD  to  Um  Foai.  ThaCafli- 
wMim'MtthtiiH  i9  uammmmtf  to  amfwmmim 
to  rtfeoMBiai  fM»6li«ity  t»  iIm  Altaaltoa  of  Um 
dilMA;  <wy  ^iri  eonidet  k to  uuBBtmmrf^ it 
ibr  ittoU;  uid  oMuwt  Ml  to  nooifo  tiM  Mppo'^  of 
•▼•fy  indSridiMl  nemlwr,  aooorAtog  to  ibo  aeuu  of 
Mag  «o,  wHh  wUob  lio  may  be  Meiiod. 

te  oeiiMqqtiMO  of  tbo  Uononij  Sectotayy  «nd 
TrtMWto,  wbo  hto  beU  thoae  oAoet  for  tveUe  jeari, 
▼*»^.  iiiw4be  CoraMdonof  the  /and,  from  the  state 
of  Jik  health  and  other  caaMe»  and  feeling  that  he  is 
ao  4t9|V  able  to  exert  hineelf  with  the  reqaisite  zeal 
aad  ^otivitj  in  behalf  of  the  Charity,  beiog  desSroai 
iDf  toino  tiae  paet  to  reeiga  hie  fiuictlone»  the  Com- 
altlee  hare  great  satiefactioo  and  pleaeare  in  statfng 
that  that  able  and  aealooe  friend  and  advocate  of  the 
l^eBevoIeni  Fund,  Mr.  Newoham  has  been  induced 
to  accept  the  oiBces  of  Secretory  and  Treaeorer,  and 
they  entertain  the  most  sangaine  hope  that  with  hie 
powerfhl  aid,  and  their  own  anreinittod  attontioa  to 
thi  objecto  of  the  Charfty»  it  will  eontiaae  to  flonrieh 
a^d  be  a  lasting  meaoffial  of  the  oeatoiaaM  0/ 
the  FlTDvincial  Medical  and  Sargioal  Aaeodatioa. 

JOHN  BABON,  M J>n  PNeident»  CheltoDhaiB. 
tyiLUAM  CONOLLT,  MJ>.»  Hon.  Sec.  and 
TuMsorer,  Casttoton  Honeei  CheltonhaiD* 

FHumcial  Statement  for  the  Year  ending  June  30, 1847. 

OOKATIOII  Wli». 

Balance  in  hend»  July  1st,  1846    ......  874 

lHto<^ii9n•  received  fiom  July  1, 1846,  to 

Jane  30,  1847,  inclasive 21 

fortheyear    ,....  24 


s. 

D. 

4  n 

15 

6 

6 

2 

Total      £920    6    7 


evaicKimoK  rmin. 

Balance  in  hand^  Jnly  1, 1S46   45  18    5 

Sabscriptions  reoeived  iiom  July  1,  1846, 
toJnne30, 1847,taclasive 15111    3 


Total 197    9    8 


liO    4    8^ 


In  Benevolent  Aid.  •«•  155 
Stotionery  •••••*..••  0 
Pcstage  and  Csnriage  0 
Printers'  BlU 13 


Balanea  in  hand •••    £28    5    5 


ICr.  Nxwubam,  of  Famham,  then  aoved,  *'  That 
thaHeport  now  read  be. received  and  adopted,  and  that 
tka  thanks  of  the  Atoocl^tion  be  given  to  the  Managing 
Cototoittee  for  their  exertions  in  carrying  into  effect 
<Ma  importantbranch  of  the  Association."  He  expressed 
hia  inability  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  thanks 
that  were  due  to  the  retiring  Secretory  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Benevolent  Fund  for  the  exertions  that  had  been 
need.  The  report  then  presented  offered  matter  of  deep 
liaportance,  and  snch  as  he  trusted  woald  meet  with 
the  attention  of  all  present  It  was  a  subject  which 
dftoitod?^  ^  heart-felt  energy  and  power  of  all  who 
were.hiterested  in  the  welfare  of  the  profession,  and 
W^  wished  to  help  those  who  had  no  means  of  beeping 
tiMir   families   fhtm    wretchedness.     Mr.  Kewiiham 


al  some  length  shewed  the  oomparative  slato  of  di» 

fands  em  compared  with  former  yeara^  and  arged  upon 

th^^  members  of  the  Association  the  vast  amount  oT 

,geod  ihqr  would  be  conferring  upon  the  profession  at 

laige  by  coatribating  to  the  Benet olent  Fund* 

Mr.  HaTTONi  qf  Maftobaster,  said .  he  most  cordially 
seconded  the  recfptioa  and  adoption  of  the  Beport 
The  reeolo^Mft  waa  oairied  ananimoosly. 

Mk  .  Wuam,  al  .Derby«  aovad,  **  That  tlie  oordial 
tbaadm  of  .this  Moaliiig  ba.^T«B  to  Dr.  Gnaolly,  of 
Cheltettbam*  for  Ua  owseaiied  and  aUa  management 
of  the  'Beoesnlant  Fnnd^  from  ito  ttsmtowmawent  to 
^e  preaent  tIflM.*' 

^.  HopcKiK,  of  Iiondon,  eeaopded  the  motion, 
and  xeaadied,  that  not  only  bad  there  been  some 
pleasnre,  but  he  felt  assared  there  bad  been  much 
laboor  iaearred  in  Ae  bnslneM  of  the  Benevolent  Fund. 
Ha  therefore  aoat  cordially  seconded  the  resolution,, 
and  regretted  that  the  Fand  was  to  small ;  he  would 
enggesti  that  parties  who  were  not  members  of  the 
pro^ission  or  Association*  might  be  induced  to  assist 
to  such  a  work  of  charity  as  that  before  their  con- 
sideration. 

The  PassiDBNT  having  put  the  motion,  it  waa 
carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  WixxiAM  CoHOi.Ly  thanked  the  meeting  most 
cordially  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  they  had  passed 
dtoir  last  reaolaUan,  and  asaarsd  them  that  it  had 
been  one  of  the  greataei  pleaiarM  of  his  life  ,to  have 
beffi. connected  with  a  fond  having  for  ito  object  the 
relief  of  the  distrewed  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. At  the  Amndalion  of  the  Society  be  received 
a  letter  from  the  founder,  {l>t.  Hastings,)  and  con. 
seated  to  join  it;  and  he  then  took  the  opportunity 
ef  saying,  that  if  a  Benevolent  Fund  waa  attached  to 
the  Asaociation,  it  would  be  the  means  of  doing  much 
good;  it  was  nal^  hoarerer,  thongbt  advisable  to 
estoblieh  one  at  that  time.  Hia  f4end*  Dr^  Baron, 
of  rhellanhapt  hoareven^  hore  the  anl^jisft  to  mind» 
broaght  it  forward  at  Bristol^  and  carried  a  resolution 
ior  Ito  establishment  at  Oxford,  He  (Dr.  ConoUy,) 
then  took  ofice  for  a  time,  but  now  ha  mast  beg 
to  reeign  it*  having  found  that  daring  the  last 
two  years  his  health  had  not  been  so  good  as 
formerly,  and  he  had  found  It  necessary  to  give  up  the 
management  of  the  fund  to  some  one  wi^  bettor  health, 
if  i|ot  more  aealous  in  their  cauwy  Be  could  not  find 
any  one  in  his  own  immediato  .neighbourhood  who 
would  andertoke  the  office ;  but  ^i,  Newnhaa,  of 
Famham,  had  kindly  undertaken  its  duties,  and  it 
was  a  great  gratificaiion  to  him  to  know  that  those 
duties  were  being  placed  in  the  hande  of  one  every 
way  capable  of  diwharging  them,  and  In  whom  he  had 
the  most  perfect  confidence.  He  hoped  the  Associa- 
tion would  go  forward,  and  by  ita  Benefolent  Fund, 
do  more  and  more  good ;  and  he  could  assare  them, 
was  it  not  contrary  to  their  rules,  if  he  was  to 
shew  them  the  letters  he  had  received  from  tboto 
who  had  partoken  of  th^r  bounty,  they  would  be 
well  pleaaed  with  the  result  of  thdr  benevolence. 
In  conclusion,  he  would  say  that  he  did  hope  that 
every  meniber  woald  give  a  dmall  •nm  annnally  to  Uia 
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Benevolent  Fond;  and  at  then  wma  sow  near  2,000 
aneBben,  if  thej  would  only  give  Ave  ehillingk  per 
annum  each,  a  deal  of  gbod  might  he  done  hy  meana 


•of  their  henerolence.    The  Benevolent  Fond  of  their*'  Noftpfch,-iior  to  take  vp  thfe  tnut  of  Uw  Awo^tionjby 
Anoeiation,  as  had  heen  remarked  hjrMr.  Neirnhairf;^  *tbO  flwdy  ohtfndinywjFiilf  wr  f  piniaw  \  IrJMrnfqra 


i    .r 


«aa  nnlilce  an/  other,  for  it  was  not  tiecessary  that  the 
tedpienls  shonM  bav«  been  tontrHMUorato^die'Aiiid.bil 
«nly  that  tha  man  who  appltod-Cor  hia  MoetM^n/  If 'he 
be  dead,)  thonM  have  belonged  to  the  pralBaitca,  be  in 
waBt,anddeaerv1ngofi»lieC  laatfnolwientbab^ged 
<o  IheulKlhett  fbr  the  Undaeea  dlaplajid  cowarda  hiai, 
and  f&ailie  %ftd  #vb#  fcttmd  ^«r«hair.  hanckk^  and'  lo 
•srare  them  HmI  Ike  iftonld  ahnqra  haeia  at  heart  Ihe 
intereita  of  the  Aasociation,  and  more  espaBfally  alMmld 
he  have  at  heart  the  welfare  «f  the  Benevolent  Fund^ 
and  A  hope  (hat  it- might  be  the  meana  of  doing  much 
good.' 

It  was  moved  by  'Dr.  CoirOLtr,  of  Cheltenham, 
eeoonded  by  Jir,  Paxtov,  of  Rugby,  and  earrled  nntnl- 
Bously  :— 

**  That  Mr.  Newrihan,  of  FHtkbaiB,-be  re^osied  t» 
•eeepi  the  office  of  Secretary  and  Treaauer  to  Ifte 
Benevolent  Fund.*' 

Mr.  VttwnMAUf  in  aooeptiag  the  office,  laid  he  only 
wSahed  that  be  might  be  found  to  posseu  one.half  of 
the  seal,  energy,  and  ability,  of  the  gentleman  (Dr. 
W.Conolly,)  who  fbr  many  yean  had  undertaken 
the  dntiea  of  the  office;  and  assond  them  that  he 
would  do  alt)n  hia  po#er  to  further  the  faiteresti  of  llie 
profesalon  by  meana  of  the  Benevolent  Fond.  H^ 
held  in  hie  hand  a  platter  bor,  on  which  was  en 

"JUisere  succume  disco f** 
a  motto  he  would  ask  Chem  to  consider,  and  In  con- 
elusion  he  would  assure  them  they  should  not  find  hfm 
atriking  his  coloun,  Snt  he  would  do  all  he  could  to 
Co  promote  the  wetfara  ofThe  AasodAllftin. ' 

d»mniAi..Ms»icu*itonuijK  F0y». 
Dr.   SnuYSN   then  nnd   tim  feilowtog  leMar, 
nceKnd'by  lihn  lh»m  Mr.  DaaMl,  of  MbwfMt  FegMU : 
Mr.  Firesident  and  Gentlem'ifto,— > 

As  I  find  It  impossible  to  give  my  personal  attend- 
ance at  the  forthcoming  Anniversary  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  as  I  believe  it 
due  to  the  membera  of  that  important  l>ody  that  they! 
should  at  least  hear  from  me,  I  hare  determined  upon 
communicating  what  I  have  to  say  througli  your 
cicellent  Secretary,  who  I  doubt  not  will  oblige' me  by 
reading  this  letter. 

The  General  Medical  Annuity  Fund  was  designee!,' as 
yon  are  aware,  to  become  part  and  parcel  of  your  Asso- 
ciation, and  up  to  the  Anniversary  Meeting  held  at 
Norwich  last  year,  I  and  my  colleagues  considered  our- 
selves acting  under  Its  Immediate  auspices.  From, 
however,  what  I  think  was  a  mistaken  view,  it  was 
thought  by  some  of  your  leading  memben  to  be 
likely,  in  the  event  of  iu  ultimate  success,  to  interfere 
with,  if  not  destroy,  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Such  a  result  I  neither  anticipated  nor 
desired.  Cor  In  the  language  of  one  of  the  ornaments 
of  your  Association,  **The  two  funds  were  intended  to 
COB  together,  like  the  fore  and  hind  wheels  of  a  car- 


riage,  «ver  travelling  in  unison,  and  never  tripping 

m-i.    tl 

ttp.  , 

tt0b  ladhMd  t» 


the 


.•t 


bowed  to  the  decision,  aeparalod  at  once,  my  prajfct 
from  ttay  connection  with  the  Association,  and  deter- 
mined to  exert  every  eneigy  I  poasesscd,  and  at  enry 
sacrifice,  to  try  our  establishment  free  from  the  fettma 
of  any.  institution.  I  consider  that  I  have  been  tasi^ 
nently  succenful  In  this  attempt,  that  congenhil  aplrita 
have  been  found  in  the  profession  who  have  nobl^ 
seconded  my  views,  and  I  bare  the  proud  satisfaction 
tfi  announce,  that  "The  General  Medical  Antaifity 
Fund'*  is  becoming  every  day  an  object  of  interest  shd 
sympathy  with  some  of  the  best  and  most  intelirgeat 
memben  of  our  beneficent  calling. 

Gentlemen,  I  entreat  you  to  consider  the  value  of 
one  general  Institution  over  a  number  of  isolated  and 
deucbed  Sodetiea.  I  cannot  do  better  than  refer  to 
yonr  own  Association,  having  a  parent  trunk,,  and 
many  branches,  whether  the  general  interest  of  the  pro- 
fession Is  not  thereby  advanced,  much  more  than  it 
could  be  were  every  county  in  England  to  possess 
separate  and  distinct  little  Associations.  Again,  I  will 
call  yonr  attention  to  the  power  and  influence  exer- 
cised by  the  Art  Union  of  London,  in  diffusing  a  love 
of  the  arts  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land,  and  whether  the  amount  of  good  would  be  equal 
were  this  vast  Society  split  into  innumerable  divisions, 
each  occupying  a  limited  space.  That  there  is  a  needa* 
bt  for  the  esublishment  of  a  co-operative  institution 
of  the  character  which  I  have  propoaed  is  manif^ 
enough,  if  gentlemen  will  take  the  trouble  to  inquire 
into  the  vast  amount  of  misery  and  destitution  amongst 
the  families  of  once-distinguished  worthies  of  our  pro- 
fession. Let  them  look  to  the  lamenUble  death  of 
Mr. Walker,  of  Manchester, — a  nsan  eminently  qualified 
to  adorn  and  dignify  hia  profession,  not  only  by  his 
acquirements,  but  by  an  amiability  of  character  to 
which  hia  brother-practitionera  in  the  same  town  bear 
such  ample  testimony.  If  this  case  were  an  isolated 
one,  it  might  pass  over  without  your  regard ;  but  aince 
I  have  been  engaged  in  the  great  and  glorious  object  of 
the  eetahilshmcnt  of  a  general  institution  for  destitute 
widows  and  orphana  of  the  profession,  I  have  received 
consmnnicationa  from  distinguished  memben  of  yonr 
Association,  fall  of  details  of  4lslres%  at  which,  the 
heart  bleeos,  if  a  particle  of  human  sympathy  can  jbe 
found  within  it. 

I  shall  send  fOr  distribution  amongst  the  members 
meeting  at  Derby,  a  prospectus  of  our  Infant  Sode^, 
and  you  will  perceive  by  It  that  although  infantine.  It 
evinces  the  marks  of  promising  strength  and  activity ; 
that  ere  long  it  will  grow  into  manly  rigour,  and  spread 
abroad  its  bountiful  Influences  to  the  comfort  and  satm- 
faction  of  many  a  bereaved  bosom,  which  would  other- 
wise pine  In  wretchedness  and  misery.  I  therefore 
earnestly,  and  with  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  entreat 
the  memben  of  the  Association  to  ponder  well  mr 
frequent  and  earnest  appeals,  and  Implore  them  l» 
gather  around  the  standard  we  have  erected;  that  ^ 
aor  combined  energy  an  tnstituUon  m«y  sprial^p 
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vUeh  tAM  remore  tlie  fli^a  of  ipathy  mM  M^«at 
«r  «ar mm hottMhold, md  tliakvlien  iv«4ito  «#«a] 
IttW  the  MKithii^  ntitliKtioo  in  oar  test  mamtm 
tgfiag^**  W«  hAve  «t  iMit  left  the  profaiioii  btttt^ 
than  we  found  it."  ^ 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obliged  serrBSt, 

EDWARD  DANIELLr 
Newiiort  Pipmll,  July  2S»  1S47» 

COMMITTXE   ON   SaMATORY  RbOULATIONS. 

Tho-lDltowi«fffeall«mea««raappoinlad  aCoqmiUtoe 
«•  «nl0ii  tlie  pto^mu  of  a&y  MwUorj  aetAures  whkh 
Migte  1M  .)n»i^t  fonrard  io  the  next  somIoa  oIT 
ks-«^I>h  Joba  ConoUj,  HanweU$  Dr.  Sonlby, 
' ;  01.  DwMMii,  Iiiftrpool ;  Dr.  Hodgkln,  XfOVkdoo; 
Mr.  NwumIij,  Leedat  If n  Sodan,  Sontmiy. 


Tbs  Address  ih  Sorgert. 

Mr.  Walsh,  of  Worcester,  then  read  the  Address  in 
Sargarj,''  On  the  Inhalation  of  Sulphorio  iEther."     . 

Mr.  Crosse  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Walsh 
for  his  highlj  Taloable  address,  accompanied  bj  a 
xeqnest  that  he  would  allow  it  to  be  printed.  In  doing 
aOk  Mr.  Crosse  observed  that  the  subject  of  this  address 
waa  one  of  deep  importance  and  of  great  noYelty.  The 
pVMtioe  waa  peculiarly  adapted  for  use  in  reducing  dis^ 
loealioD,  as  he  himself  could  speak  to  from  having  twice 
^^ied  it  snceessful]^  within  the  last  few  weeks  in  the 
rednotioD  of  dislocations  of  the  hip ;  and  where  the  mttS4 
snlar  power  of  the  patient  was  against  the  smgioaj 
operator,  he  ooDcei?ed  its  use  lo  he  invaluable.  With 
nyard  to  the  general  merits  of  the  use  of  asther,  be  did  not 
know  bni  that  professional  men  would  eventually  settle 
down  to  moie  quiet  opinions  than  were  now  entertained 
by  some  of  them;  but  where  they  wsnted  to  disarm  i 
patient  of  his  antagonists,  he  thought  its  employment 
qnile  oonsisteDt,  if  properly  applied,  and  with  due 
eaatioii.  No  doubt  some  discussion  must  arise  among 
11m  piofesslon  before  they  arrived  at  a  sound  conda^ 
jkm,  bat  he  hoped  it  would  be  eventually  attained.        j 

Mr.  PoTSBR,  of  Witkswprth,  seconded  the  motion^ 
whioh  was  carried  onanimonsly. 

CoMMVmCATXOKS.  \ 

Mr.  SiBSOif,  of  Nottingham,  introdoeed,  and  et- 
plained  the  mode  of  using  a  mouth-piece,  or  rather 
aasky  for  an  setber-inhaliDg  apparatus,  invented  by 
himself,  and  which,  by  allowiDg  the  vapour  to  be 
breathed  in  a  more  natural  manner  through  the  nostrils, 
and  effectually  closing  the  mouth,  was  pronounced  to 
be  of  a  most  efficient  description. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  of  Manchester,  read  a  paper  ori 
Turvleni  Ophlholmia  in  In/ants. 

tf  r.  HiooiNBOTToM,  of  Nottingham,  read  a  paper 
«  On  the  Use  of  the  Nitrate  of  Silver  in  Erysipelas." 

[These  papers  wSU  be  published  in  a  future  number  of 
the  JoamaJ.l 

THIRD  GENERAL  MEETING. 
At  12  o'clock  the  members  again  assembled  in  the 


Df.  STiltEftfM^  TCad  tb»  fallMHnc  Mttea  from  the 
Comflsitlee,  aiH>otota*eff  tiie  pravioim  d(9,  tfftsfca  i^ 
oohtidermlSMi  Aa  JiiaMilly  lif  aafchigaoaie  allenlioBa 
in  thetoiitiaglrt»i'<rf  d»  Awoctation  i-^ 

The  Committee  recommeiMltllkt  nolioe  be  gtws  «r 
th«r  thtentioa  to  ^ropoae,  i<t  Oa  not  Ananal  Masting, 
that  alterations  be  made  in  the  laws,  to  cnaMo  Iks 
Assodatk^  to  r^ibore  the  iMnei  of  sadi  Membensa 
maybe  proved  tolrnve  be^ t^ff  qfuiipiufes^oad 
conduct;  and  afao  to  pMM  the  attomsteir  ttrcafsoT 
subscriptions,  a^  the  nitties  of  tftbae  mfeiabewwhasa 
aubseriptloos  remain  unpaid  ionge^  thn  we^ear  after 

they  become  due. 

J.  OoiroEt«% 
JosM-  8.  8«PEir. 
TttOitJkfi  •Pa«ev. 
TB^At  MAmmt^   >- 

TaOMAa  NVNHBISIT* 

The  i^commendatloiiof  the  Comadtlee  waa  keodvcd.. 


1%wa  Hall,  when  the  President,  having  taken  his  lest;  |^  Ei-thethna^  irai  mtitif d— "  ABttro^pfffiTf  Skrteh 


Umqir  Mbmc^l  OmcERs. 
'    The  Committee  api^tsd  to  «Bke  into  ooQsidentien 
the  treatment  experteneed  by  medical  ofktn  of  Peer* 
Law  Unions,  madte  the  fottowkig  repose  e^ 

The  Committee  appointed  to  pMpare  the  draft  of  a 
remonrtrance  on  the  sobjectof  the  gfteveaee  affttting 
medical  ofid^linderihe  I^or-La«  has  agieed  to  Ike 

following  sketch :—       •     -         - 

•    W«  CaffrmBU^ 

OlmlfeKaB  «f  the  Coesmittee^ 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  George  Grey,  Bart.,  bar 
Maxi^ty's  Principal  Secretary  of  Sute  for  the  Home 
Depertmeac. 

^8iB--Tbe-««Bsn«i0B  4of  the  Pfoeincial  Medical  sod 
Soifkal  Assooiali«m,  lA  its  aaeetiaff at  Derby,  has  been 
seriously  ealM  to  the  herdafaipa  to  which  many 
membera  of  the  Medical  profession  are  snb^cted  in 
varioiMs  parte  of  the  kiogdom  by  the  operation  of  the 
aysteea^idopted  for  the  appolnfiert  end  fomnaeration 
^faediealeOemnodertheFeoraAv*  TbePresideBt 
«ml  member^  after  netere  deliberatioii*  concluded  to 
offer  to  you  a  reapectfnl  remonstrance  on  the  subject; 
and  to  beg  that  yon  will  obtain  retttma  In  relation  to 
esedtieal  and  iniiieal  service^  and  renmneratioo,  fton 
the  several  Unions  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  you  witt 
eaoae  to  he  aiade  such  legnlatioaa,  fonaded  on  the 
ioforasation  so  obtained,  aa  may  correet  the  cviis  com* 
'^Hiaed  of,  aad  have  at  the  same  time  a  due  regard  to 
fkm  evlgeneiea  of  Ao  poor».  aad  to  the  popaiatkm^ 
ezteat,  aad  available  reeoarcea  of  the  lespeetite 
distriecs* 

It  waa  thea  leeolved  naaalsoaBly,  that  the  ftesideat 
of  the  AsBodatioa,  together  isith  the  members  of  the 
CooMSiitee,  should  form  a  depalatioa  for  the  pnipoM 
of  waiiiot  apoQ  the  Secnlanr  of  State,  with  the  pso* 
peaed  ieAonst#aoce»  aad  that  She  Meashevs  for  tko 
BoioBgh  and  Goaaty  of  Derby  afaoold  boiaviied  lo 
accompany  each  depntatioa* 

The  Addrbsb  in  Medicine. 
The  Addrees  ia  Medieine,  writiea  by  Dr.  SheamMP» 
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A  ^MNM  ai  ilie  rimigif  olN»n«it  ia  the  .Semtioiit  J 
dariof  tlMir  Count."     TI10  Addrnp  WM  Ulo^itratei]^ 
withilftvemiitjdimv^giMkd  diagnmit,  and  was  read 
^  Ifr.  Cbarle^  «F«9M9.S]^f(an9iaiif  ^.9.^  the  ton  of  the 


ilPl  •daMviftared  oae  drop  of  landaniiiB  to  a  cliUd 
ai^dc^  two  jaara  of  .afk 

\  COMlfVinCAtlONS,  &c. 

Mr.SiBSOHjof  Nottiagliaai,  prodaced  and  ezUbited' 
a  newly-inreated  instmmeat,  for  the  porpose  of  aicer* 
taittiag  the  cooiparative  movementa  of  the  cheat  im 
retpiratlon.  The  inatrnment,  which  was  of  aoaple  con- 
straction,  eonaiated  of  a  dial-^late,  on  which  were- 
indieated  degreaa  of  (he  ona-faiiiidfadth  part  of  aa* 
inch,  attached  to  which  was  a  rack  and  pinion;  aa 
the  rack  rose,  hy  the  ezpannon  of  the  chest,  the- 
pinioA»  which  rtin  throagb,  eooimnaieated  with  the 

printed.    ^0^0091  it  really  was,  hot  the  attention  it  |  indicator,  which  showed  npon  the  dial-plate  the  ayaiher 

desenrad  tm  that  gromd  had  been  swallowed  np  in  th^  Tof 


Dr.JUi»ijanov9  at  the  conclosion  of  the  Addres% 
said  jthat4tL  was  a  paper  pf  peat  practical  raloe,  as 
a  rea]tsyi|opaia  of  m^t  <f(  ^e  ig^ost  dan^ons 
rOCth4chesj(*  He  .had»theref<9re,freat  pleasure 
in  moring;^  vote  of  thankf  to  Dr.  Shearman  for  his 
Address,  with  a  request  that  he  allow  the  same  to  be 


jflipertance  of  the  nipitter  it  eontained.  Havinf  read 
the  OMtloB  befMejhenweliflg»  Dr.  Robertson  reramed 
Usaeat. 

Dr.  RAinuiNu  of  Noivlich,  seconded  the  nuitiooy 
and  said,  that  having  occupied  the  same  situation 
as  Dr.  Shearman  on  a  former  occaaion,  he  knew  the 
em  and  attention  leqnisita  in  producing  aueh  papera} 
He  accorded  witii  all  that  had  been  said  of  the  Tslne 
of  the  Address^  and  iioped  that  Dr.  Sheanaaa  would 
allow  it  fie  be  pnUished. 

Dr.  SmmAwatAxt  said  it  was,  tb^  must  know,  almost 
impossibln  to  write  a  treatise  npon  any  disease  without 
bdng  a  little  prosy,  but  he  feared  his  paper  had  been 
▼ery  much  so.  Ite  thanked  them  for  the  kind  exprea- 
skms  of  their  l^eelin^,  and  felt  bononred  by  having  been 
asked  to  allow  it  to  be  printed,  to  which  he  would 
consent.  > 

Mr.  Paget,  of  Leicester,  in  reference  to  one  of  the 
subjects  referred  to  in  the  address  of  Dr.  Shearman, 
(laringysmus  stridulus,)  said  -  he  agreed  to  a  great 
extent  with  Dr.  Marshall  HaO.  He  bad  treated  this 
disease  in  children  where  the  great  object  waa  to 
allay  the  irritation  of  the  aervbus  system,  by  the 
admintsteriiig  of  opium,  and  the  practice  had  iMan 
attended  with  very  successfnl  results.  They  knew  that 
the  constitntions  of  children  wera  di»ertlfled,  so  wuah 
so  that  some  children  coold  take  five  minims  of  Ttnetnue 
of  Opium  with  less  effect  than  would  be  produced  in 
others  by  one  minim.  His  usual  habit  was  to  try  tbuyi 
witb  two  minims  at  night  first,  and  if  that  did  not  de^ 
Aea  two  minims  night  and  morning,  increased  up  to 
five  minims  if  necessary,  and  he  could  assure  the  Asso-' 
dation  that  such  a  conrae  had  been  sttended  with 
much  benefit.  He  hoped  to  hear  that  some  eibfr 
membera  of  the  profession  present  had  known  Mt^ 
acted  npon  the  same  principle. 

Dr.  CHAMBxna  spoke  of  the  use  of  opium  in 
aUayiog  irritahilitj of  the  nenrouaafsieak  \ 

Mr.  Si.  Saiira»>of  Leeda,  thought  one  oc  two  dropa 
of  iandannm  administared  to  a  child  of  tender  age 
might  pieev  Iscal.  The  first  example  he.hadhadof  ita 
apenitioa -on  children  waa  i»»  ease  when  in  a  tvf- 
ounce  mixture  there  waa  one  drachm  of  landanuaa: 
eontained,  one  drachm  of  which  mixtare  ueaa  to  ^ 
administered  in  gruel,  for  the  relief  of  stone  in  th« 
blsdder ;  but  though  the  laudanum  was  taken  in  that 
ettaB  quantity,  coma  waa  produced,  and  for  several 
hinrs  there  waa  great  daager«  and  liaee  ttal  he  had; 


degrees  the  chest  rose,  and  the  rack  was  ratnrswd 
'by  mesne  of  a  spring.    If  the  instmsseat  was  hold 
steadily  on  the  chest,  it  wouM  show  the  irtneciBe  aaseifoc 
of  ita  expansion.    Where  he  had  the  ptivil^ge,  aaAe 
had  at  the  .hospital  to  which  he  waa  attached,  ha  pre- 
ferred his  patients  should  be  in  bed  to  test  the  cheats 
though  it  could  be  done  without,  as  the  instratoent 
would  show  the  workings  of  the  chest  when  a  pehiOB 
was  either  sitting  or  standing.    If  he  had  any  of  the 
gentlemen  he  was  then  addressing  with  him  at  the  bed- 
side of  a  patient  tbey  would  delight  in  the  accuracy 
of   the  working  of   the  insimment.    He  waa  flirat 
assisted  in  the  design  of  it  by  an  operative,  who  wna  % 
patient  in  the  hospital  at  Nottingham ;  hot  the  perfect 
instrument  which  he  was  then  shewing  them,  was  made 
b^  Mr.  Siramonds,  an  eminent  watchmaker  of  London^ 
to  whom  great  credit  was  due  for  the  accuracy  of 
Its  construction.      With  regard  to  the  movementa 
of  the  chest  In  health  and  disease,  he  would  rettiark 
that  out  of  ten  patients  who  supposed  themselves  tabo 
suffering  from  disease  in  the  cheat,  in  nine  of  them 
perhaps  it  was  nothing  of  the  sort,  and  with  the  assis- 
tance of  that  little  instrument,  or  the  spirometer  of 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  which  had  been  exhibited  to  them  by 
Dr.  Shearman,  tbey  could  send  their  patients  home 
with  the  pleasing  fact  npon  Aeir  minds  that  they  were 
healthy  men.    Mr.  Sibson  then  went  on  to  show  thsit,. 
by  the  instrument  before  the  meeting,  ho  conid  more 
accurately  trMe  the  seat  of  the  disease  In  theches^ 
and  ascertain  whether  the  diseaae  waa  seated  in  the 
upper  or  lower  lobe  of  the  lnnga»  or  any  part  of  them» 
aa   the   instrument   indicated   the   contraction   and 
expansion   caused  by  expiration  and  inspiration,  and 
would  also  show  the  movement  of  the  abdomen.    In 
healthy  aubjecu  the  times  of  inspiration  and  expirati^ii 
were  generally  the  same,  though  in  many  subjecia 
there  would  be  a  pause  at  the  conclusion  of  inspiratiob» 
Mr.  SIbsoa  then  exemplified  the  working  of  the  instru- 
flsent,  the  accuracy  of  wh^ch  waa  fully  acknowledged, 
on  bia  own  chest,  and  explained  that  a  difference  of 
three  d^greea  in  the  movement  of  one  side  of  the 
chest  as  compared  witb  the  other,  when  indicated  by 
the  instrument,  was  sufficient  to  cause  attention  to  be 
turned  towards  it,  though  it  did  not  necessarily  follow^ 
that  where  there  waa  such  difference,  the  lunga  might 
be  diseased,  as  abspesa  of  the  ribs,  or  any  disesse  or 
injury  of  them,  might  cause  one  side  of  the  chest  to 
move   less  liberally  than  the  other;  an   that  they 
must  not  alwi^a  conclade  that  the  lugi  were  litfMed 
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whuk  tliij  diMorend  this  diiiBmce»M  in  oneiMUDee 

%e  JtBMT,  il  iMd  bemi  cMMBd  by  •  4itMM 

He  C9m9»nd  the  inUfwilte  •  F%iiar 

c^peble  of  beinf  ounied  in  the  pocket  of  e  ncdicel 

mtLUf  wliOa  when  he  bad  to  travel  upon  hoiieheckt  cooM- 

«ot  carry  with  him  the  Talnable  imtrument  of  Mr. 

Hatchinaon« 

An  improved  tube,  uied  in  laryiifotomyi  wai  abo 
-ohibitid  by  Mr.  Sibion ;  and  a  iiin|^le  and  novel  cqjb- 
utraction  to  mpersede  artificiai  uispiration  by  means  of 
beUow«»  in  cases  of  drowning,  &c.  The  latter  con- 
«ttfesd  of  a  piece  of  flat  flexible  metal,  with  a  handle  at 
the  beck* .  and  covered  on  the  face  of  it  with  a  newly- 
*discofsred  adhesive  composition  s  this  being  pUced  on 
the  chest  and  gently  drawn  upwards,  and  compressed 
downwardly  so  as  to  carry  the  walls  of  the  chest,  with  it, 
woMt  he  thoi^bt,  anpersede  the  use  of  the  bellows 
in  many  eaa^.  At  the  same  tipie  he  must  deprecate 
the  pnessve  upon  the  bowels  used  in  cases  of  drowning 
«r  peisoning  sometimes,  as  he  had  frequently  found 
Irom  pMt-moritm   examinations  such  pressure   was 


Mr.   Ybltb&tok    Bosqust   sent   for   exhibition 

•  « 

specimens  of  his  Hydroid  Alkalies,  some  of  which  had 
been  made  for  three  years. 

Mffw  Wms«s^  of  Derby,  latrodMed  a  ssan  who  had 
been4$need  ef  aeeraponnd  dislocation  of  the  ankle 
)eiBt»«ad.  who  stated  that  he  had  lately  wslked  fovCgr 
■Mles>ln  onedafv  and  foand  no  inconvenience  from  the 
ankle  that  had  been  frsctared.  The  euro  was  pcor 
■onneed  to  have  been  most  perfectly  effected.  J. 

Dr.  FAZTOff  read  an  interestiog  paper  on  the  Sxistence 
^  free  €art)on  hi  the  Human  Body,  and  illustrated 
Ills  subject  by  a  series  of  specimens  and  drawing). 

Dr.  GitL,  of  Nottingham,  read  a  paper  on  a  new 
and  snccemful  mode  of  Treatment  in  cases  of  Fever. 

Mr,  JoBK  JoKxa,  of  Derby,  read  a  paper  on  Placenta 
Frmvia. 

Mr.  Haeb,  of  London,  laid  before  the  meeting  a 
-quantity  of  splenic  of  carious  bone,  thirty  .two  in 
Bomber,  fhnn  the  spine,  which  had  been  expectorated 
thren^  Urn  medium  of  the  lunge. 

The  ease  was*  that  of  a  youog  lady,  aged  Ibirteeii 
years  and  a  hatf,  who  came  under  his  treatoMntfer 
earles,  and  very  considerable  angular  pvc^eotien  of 
the  Spltte-»the  disease  afilioUog  the-  whole  of  the 
dorsal  ▼ertebrm,  but  especially  the  flfth,  sixth,  seveafh, 
eighth,  end  ninth.  She  had  expectorated  sisBUer 
epicnto  at  intervals  of  a  few  days  or  a  week  forneac^ 
two  years,  tVeir  diseharge  being  accompanied  with  a 
severe  irritating  eougb.  The  patient  had  retnmed 
boBM  quits  ooted,  ber  general  health  being  exeellesil^ 
/end  the  deformity  exceedingly  improved  by  treatment 
She  has  not  expeotorated  any  more  portions  of  carious 
boDS  sines  June,  1S46. 

Two  drawings  of  the  cese  were  exhibited,  and  it 
was  lOeiHse  Uhutratsd  by  a  speeimea  of  cades  of  Oie 
wertebim,  in  whieh  the  diseased 'perllo»  wassuvtonnded 
1^  the  eoats  of  an  abscess,  which  had  contained  .a 
•quantity  of  pnrlferai  matter. 


Mr.'HABX  then  gava  the  Idslmyof  theesmef  a 
yoang  uinaii  agsd^  twmtfiy,-  who  bad  lahewsd  aeisr 
extreme  eaoorvatkm  aff.  ihe  sploe  from  ehttttsei, 
whieh  appeared  to  datf  Drom  a  severe  attacks  of 
meailes.  The  deformity  was  so  extensive  as  to  in- 
clude all  but  the  two  first  cervical  and  the  three  lover 
lumbar  vertebrm;  it  projected  backwanU  so  much,. 
that  the  diameter  from  the  sternum  to  the  moftpip- 
minent  part  of  the  deformity^  amounted  to  11|  iocheii 
while  the  diemeter  fk'om  the  right  sospule  to  Ihe 
sternum,  wes  only -6|-inohes.  The  spine  .was .so 
twisted,  likewite,  that  the  bodies  of  the  dorsal  vertshop 
looked  outwards  to  the  left,  and  their  spinous  proceMf 
inclined  inwards  to  the  right ;  the  ribs  of  the  left  iMe, 
therefore,  were  attached  to  Ihe  vertebwi  at  what^iin 
their  tillered  ptfsltten,  wtfs  iMit  pdstsrier  surihee^.M 
that  they  assisted  very  materially  to  inciwase  the  lizs 
of  tbe  projecHoa,  ftn'sring,  Indesdj  by  the  acuta  litBd 
at  their  angles,  a  ridge  which  pmjected  farther  hkk 
than'  the  vertelmB  themeslves,  att<f  for  which,  oa  s 
hasty  Inspection,  this  ridge  m9||hl  have  been  nrisfadtsa. 
The  length,  from  the  nape  of  the  neek  to  the  Isesr 
lumbar  Tertebrm^  was  only  11}  inches.  Two  eaai 
were  exhibtted,  the  ooe  repretenting  the  esse  9i^  it 
was  when  first  leen ;  the  other  showing  the  effects  of 
treatment 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Lfalngefia,  was  about  to  resd  s 
paper  on  ptaeenta  prmvia,  but  would  not  do  so  after  |he 
elhbdrate  communicatiott  of  Mr.  Jones, ;  he,  however, 
mUttdonfld  a  case  in  which  life  had  been  lost  by  |he 
igaorattt  treatment  pursued  by  a  non-professiousl  mAi, 
the  paMfcnlati  ^  which  Will  be  given  on  asotW 
oceasion. 

Mr.  W.  iaCKSoy,  of  Shefteld,  regretted  that  mjd* 
wlfery  was  aoM  aegiecCed  than  any  other  branch  sf 
their  professional  practice,  but  he  hoped  that  the  time 
was  coming  when  more  attention  would  be  paid  to  it. 
It  was,  he  considered,  a  diigreee  to  this  country,  thst 
a  esse  like  thatmentiotted  to  them  by  Mr.  Lloyd  ^oali 
have  oceorrsd. .  With  respect  to  the  paper  read  by  Mr. 
Jones,  he  thought  they  had  not  yet  had  saffldbrt 
,  eiperiepce  of  Dr.  Simpson^  plan  to  ptonounee  cor* 
reedy  ati  oplnk>n  of  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  mi 
thought  at  the  present  moment  they  could  not  dedds 
upon  that  pofart  of  practice.  They  must  wsit  to  me 
the  eff)ect  patleatty,  and  if  every  gentleman  present 
would  but  record  the  cases  In  which  a  faiture  occuimd 
by  the  adoption  of  the  plea  proposed,  it  would  eni^ 
tiiMn  to  form  a  good  judgment  of  the  piopriety  «f 
bringing  Dr.  Simpson's  phm  into  general  use. 

Mr.  FxAHN,  of  Derby,  read  a  case  of  Wound  of  the 
Internal  Carotid  Artery,  and  Difi^n  oflhe  PhrVsgusi. 
in  which  ttte  Cbmrnott  Carotid  wastri^d.  ' ' 

Dr.  Habttnos,  at  the  conclosioa  of  Mr.  Fesm** 
paper  said  he  was  sCruek  tritti  the  simifatfity  oftbe 
appearances  presented  on  a  fdti-marUm  eteteiestliiiif 
that  gentleman's  patlbttt,  wHh  the  resvlcs  df  lift*** 
experiments  on  rabUts,  in  which  he'hsd  dIvMftMhd 
pat  vagum,  as  w«k  the  cise  la  Mr.  FeanTs  pitienvend 
ndticed  the  dame  pecaliarityii 

A,  series  of  beautiful  diawiogs,  iUusttative  of  .ihe 
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liVWB  ijt.4m  hMUk  aad^  diwae,  wif  praNOted  for 
fnr**^"*^^  ^  Mr.  W*  W»  Cooper^  of  Londoo. 

Mr.  OovoLAg  Pox,  of  Derby,  detailed  to  the 
AMociati^  the  advantages  of  tbe  elastic  Tulcanized  India 
robber  plaster,  spread  with  tfie  prepared  caontcbooc, 
wUch  wofild  be  foand  to  be  of  great  aerrice  in  easei 
wbele  th€  partiet  had  had  to  lay  in  bed  for  a  coosider- 
abk  period ;  this  plaster  being  elastic,  would  not  be 
IbiM  so  ifiedntenient  for  the  patient  as  that  com-' 
■inly  la  use. 

Ifh  Fox  also  recommended  tbe  "hmcar  caustic"  matches 
witfcb  nngbt'be  prepared  in  a  moment  by  a  medical 
wtt  fi^m  Che  material,  and  always  kept  dean. 

Tbe  foUc^wi|ig  coRunaiycatipas  were  also  annoonced 
to  the  meeting  ;— 

"  Cas^  of  Malignant  Puerperal  Fever  with  Obserm^ 
tioiu»"  by  Dr.  G.  B.  Clarke,  of  Colchester. 

"A  $eTei)e  |Case  of  Spasim. probably  arising  from 
breathing  and  awaUowing  tbe  dried  particles,  of  the 
F^Blight,"  by  Mr.  Daniell,  of  Newport  PagnelL 

Dr.  HASTiNQg  then  rose  and  said-^Mr.  President 
and  Gentlemen,— As  this  deliberative  and  instructive 
scmion  is  now  drawing  to  k  close,  it  would  be  a  sad 
mistake  if  we  did  not  make  some  provision  for  a  dinilar 
hajifjy  meeting  next  year,  of  the  Plrovineial  Medical 
and  Sufgieal  Association.  I  may  mentioii  that  we 
hsfe  been  asked  to  meet  in  a  locality  singularly 
adapted  for  us,  aa  it  ia  near  the  line  of  tbe  Oieat 
Western  Railway^  and  in  a  beaatiful  partof  the  country 
wen  caknleted  in  many  cespecte  for  enabling  us  t» 
pam  a  happy  session,  I  therefore  beg  to  move  "That 
the  Amrfversary  Meeting  for  1848,  take  place  at 
TumtOB,  and  that  Stephen  H.  MacmuUen,  M.D.,  be 
appointed  Fitesident  Elect." 

i  shonld  tell  yon  that  we  have  a  very  floorisbing 
bcinch  of  the  Aasodatioo  at  Tannton,  and  that  it  wae 
istaUiihed  under  the  impressioa  that  we  should  pay 
thtmavisit;  they  are  anxibns  to  tee  us,and  I  am^ 
sue  will  do  everything  in  their  power  to  make  tlie 
meetiag  a  kappy  and  suecessfnl  one.  He  regeettcd 
that  Dr.  MacmuUen  was  not  present,  but  be  had 
Moeifed  a  letter  from  him  <  on  the  previous  day 
•eeonnting  for  hit  abaence,  whidi  was  unavoidable* 

Mr.  OiBBaBHB,  of  Derby,  seconded  the  motion,  and 
hoped  tbey  should  have  the  saase  kind  and  good  feeling 
Amnk  at  Tannton  as  they  had  experienced  at  Dei^, 
a«d  that  the  papen  raad  might  be  as  valuable  aad 
as  instructive  aa  those  read  on  the  present  oceaaaos.    • 

Pr.  Coi90i.LTy  of  Haowell,  said,— I  am  tare  that 
etpry  gentleman  who  baa  attended  this  meeting 
mnat  have  felt  convinced  04  the  great  value  of  tbe 
cofnmnnicatioaii  presented  tp  it,  aa4  et  no  former 
meeting  have  I  ever  heard  papers  read  ao  interesting 
and  so  anmerons.  I  do  not  wish  to  make  individual 
obpprvatiiMM^  but  I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence  tbe 
grpa^improvements  in  the  instruments  of  Mr.  Sibson, 
wl^jch  we,  certainly  might  have  expected  after  his 
valuable  communications  to  ^  at  L^eda*  If  we 
had  done  nothing  else,  we  have  done  a  great  deal  in 
cagalng  such  valuable  information  to  be  made  public. 
I  ahall  content  myaelf  by  moving  ''that  the  thanks  of 


thia  reeling  be  given  to  these  gentlemen  who  have 
fumlahed  pliers  aad  commuaieaiions  at  this  meeting.*^ 

I  ''^Mr.  Hf.  Jackkon  aecooided  the  motion,  and 
nhided^to  the  admirable  preparationa  and  plates- 
with  which  Dr.  Ptaton  had  illustrated  his  address. 

I 

Dr.  RoBBBTftON  then  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to- 
.the  President,  whom  he  had  known  for  some  years,  and 
wiks  tore  that  all  who  bad  attended  tbe  present  meetings 
must  have  been  impressed  with  the  ability,  nrbamity,. 
and  zeal,  displayed  by  Dr.  Heygate  In  the  discharge  of 
his  onerous  duties  as  President. 

Dr.    Bbanson    seconded  tbe  motion,  wfacb   wan 
darried  by  acclamation. 

*  The  IVesident,  Dr.  Hxygatb,  returned  thanks,, 
enuring  tbe  Members  of  tbe  Association  that  be  had 
great  pleasure  in  rendering  the  feeble  assistance 
which  be  bad  done,  and  must  tell  them  that  hiB 
presence  among  them  had  contributed  to  some  of  fbe 
happiest  moments  of  his  life. 

i  Dr,  CovohLY,  of  Cheltenham,  proponed  that  thei 
'thanks  of  the  Association  be  given  to  tbe  Mayer 
and  Corporation  of  the  Borough  of  Derby,  for  their 
kindnem  in  granting  the  use  of  the  Town  Hall.  It 
must  be  obvious  to  them  all  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
saecess  attendant  upon  these  meetings  depended  owihe 
twatment  received  ftom  the  geniiemaD  of  tho  tuwoa 
tbey  visited/  and  the  eoaduct  of  tbe  esediyal  peofesaima 
towuds  them  at  Derby  had  been  charactemel  by  tho 
ntnost^Mndness  and  hospitality.  TothaaotlMititieaof 
)  tbe  town  tbey  ovgbt  to  feel  mueh  obliged  aad  gtatefofr 

r  • 

<for  giving  them  the  use  of  the  boildinig  in  which  their 
'meetings  had  been  held,  and  the  way  they  had  been 
treated  in  every  respecL 

Dr.  Rabpobb  seconded  the  motion,  which  having 
.been  carried  unanimously, 

Mr.  DovOLAS  Fox  acknowledged  the  compliment 
on  biibalf  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation. 

Tbe  President  then  vacated  his  sea^  and  the  busloeaa' 
of  the  meeting  closed. 

THE  DINNER. 

At  six  o'clock  on  Thursday  evening  the  members  of 
!the  Association,  to  the  number  of  120^  dined  together 
m  the  Assembly  Room  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  Derby. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Dr.  Heygate,  woe  in 
tbe  chair,  and  was  supported  by  the  Mayor  of  Deiby 
(W.  B.  Mouseley,  Esq.,}  Mr.  Crosse,  tin  retiring 
Fkesident  of  the  Assocbtion.  Rev.  Mr.  Lsikam,  Dr.. 
^  Bastings,  Dr.  Boisragon,  Dr.  Robertson^  Dr.  Shearman^ 
'  Dr.  Streeten,  Ac.  &c.  The  Viet^air  was  oeenpied 
by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Derby.  An  effident  band  was 
Stetioned  in  the  orchestra,  and  played  several  popular 
pieces  of  muaic  during  the  evening. 

The  PBxaiOBMT  rose  and  said'^Mr.  vice-PMsUent 
and  Gentiemen,— Tbe  first  toast  iof  the  evealng  whick- 
I  am  about  to  propose  to  you,  will  at  once  eall  up  your 
loyal^  and  your  gallantry ;  and  I  am  sure  it  doea 
not  require  my  feeble  voice  to  enlarge  upoB  it* 
It  is  the  health  of  the  first  lady  in  oor  Und^ 
and  the  beat  of  mothers^the  Oueen,  and  may  ahe 
be  prosperous  in  her  intended  Journey  to  that  romaatie- 
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«ad   healUi-breatbtng  part   of  her   dominions,   the 
fiifhlanda  of  Scotland. 

The  toait  was  dmnk  with  three  timet  three,  the 
band  pteying  ^  God  sate  the  Qaecn." 

The  PRBsiosKT  next  gare  the  health  of  the  Queen 
Dowagei*!  whose  heneroleoce  and  liberality,  more 
^ttpecially  to  the  Charch  of  England,  they  most  all 
appreciate. 

The  toaat  was  drnok  with  great  applauae. 

The  Pbssxoknt  nest  proposed  the  health  of  Prince 
Albert,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Royal  family, 
which*  haring  been  duly  hocoufcd,  was  followed  by 
the  toast  of  "  The  Army  and  Nary,  as  alike  the  pro- 
ticton  of  our  eommon  rights  and  our  liberties.'* 

The  toast  was  responded  to  with  great  applause, 
-*<  Rule  Britannia"  being  pUyed  by  the  band. 

Mr.  NawNHAM,  of  Pambam,  proposed  the  next 
toast,  and  in  so  dobg  said — Mr.  President  and  Gentle- 
•Mn,  it  will  require  very  little  on  my  part  to  recom- 
mend  to  you  the  toast  I  am  about  to  propose.  It  has 
often  been  stated  that  medical  men  are  in  general 
opposnd  to  religion ;  that  they  are,  in  fact,  practieal, 
Atheists.  I  am  quite  sure,  however,  from  uy  own- 
>«speriettce,  that  if  we  look  at  the  profession  of  the 
jMMent  tame,  or  of  the  days  immediately  preceding 
it^and  I  will  not  go  back  to  the  days  of  our  fore- 
laihem'-^at  there  is  no  body  of  men  more  decidedly 
favoorable  to  religion  than  we  are;  and  I  am  quite 
Mrs*  whether  in  common  or  private  life,  we  are  men 
desirous  of  promoting  the  doctrines  and  pmctice  of 
religion  than  the  members  of  any  other  profession  or 
•any  other  body  of  men  that  can  be  met  with  in  seeietyi 
I  «m  sure,  tbco,  yon  iriU  all  agree  with  me,  that  tf  the 
4M!cnsatioB  I  have  spoken  of  be  now  made  it  te  uotrae» 
and  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  always  glad  to  call 
to  our  assistance  those  who  will  comfort--*who  will 
aid  the  souli^  and  succour  the  dying  when  we  cannot 
do  it.  I  am  sure  it  gives  us  piessure  to  know  that  we 
can  always  call  in  the  aid  of  the  clergymen  residing 
iu.oar  neighbourhood,  and  we  have  felt  the  benefit  of 
that  assistance  in  contributing  to  wants  we  could  not 
supply,  for  our  province  is  to  relieve  the  body,  that  of 
the  clergyman  to  relieve  the  mind.  We  have  ever 
lislt  great  comfort  in  knowing  that  in  such  cases  we 
can  fall  back  upon  the  cleigy  to  distribute  that  aid. — ' 
that  comfort  we  cannot  give;  and  if  there  is  one  body 
<»Cnifa  to  whom  we  are  indebted,  to  whom  we  are 
nearly  united,  it  is  the  clergy.  I  beg,  therefore,  to 
propose  .as  a  toast,  "The  Bisbop  and  Clergy  of  the 
diocese/'  coupling  with  it  the  name  of  Mr.  Latham. 

The  toast  having  been  responded  to — 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Latham,  of  Derby,  rose  and  said. 
If  r«  President  and  gentlemen,  although  I  am  taken  by 
surprise  at  the  compliment  just  paid  me  by  uniting 
my  name  with  the  toast,  I  am  not  the  leu  grateful  on 
that  account.  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Newnham,  and  my  heart  does 
indeed  respond  to  many  of  those  observations  he  has 
sittered,  and  I  hardly  know  whether  to  thank  him  more 
Ibr  thp  compliment  bestowed  upon  the  Clergy,  than 
honour  him  for  his  sentiments.    If  he  has  found  that' 


table  who  will  agree  with  me—that  we  are  not  hsi 
indebted  to  the  medSeiJ'profeWOn  for  the 
we  derive  from  them.  F^vfSeel  it  a 
stance,  a  high  complEmeit«  when  the 
fmpotftant,  and  beneficial  tlast  of  society  re| 
by  this  assemUr  thus  speak  of  the  Clergy  to  whiah  I 
belong.  It  has  often  happened  to  me  in  the  dsily 
^erdseof  my  professloa  that  I  fcafehad  to  test  ihs 
kindness— the  cherltr-Hhe  buMvoleaca  of  tha  ssedissl 
gentlemen  In  this  town,  and  I  ess  bear  tettimeayte 
t!be  readinete  at  all  times  to  meet  the  wiAes  ci  mfmU 
and  my  derieal  brethren,  wiOoat  nay  m^fK^m^i&t 
or  reward  for  their  services.  They  are  alwaya»  I  htte 
found,  ready  to  attend  to  the  waflis  of  the  poot,ai44 
see  at  this  Ubie  a  medical  gentleona  to  whom  I  hate 
often  aent  pauper  patients*  atad  in  no  instenoe  hss 
assistance  been  reftned  because  there  was  no  pecuniaiy 
reward ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  been  treated  with 
the  same  promptitude  and  kindness  as  if  they  bad 
belong^  to  the  upper  walks  of  life.  I  can  barfly 
resist  the  impulse  of  my  feelings,  when  speaking  of  the 
kindness  of  medical  men,  when  I  look  to  the  treatsseat 
i  have  receifod  tn>m  them  when  I  was  io  EndiSt  or 
since  my  retnm  to  this  coantry,  and  I  can  assure  you 
that  kindness  will  never  be  overtoolwd  by  ate.  I 
delight  to  look  at  the  coanectian  betwaaa  yoar  pv^ 
fessioa  and  mine,  for  it  is  your  doty  ta  look  Io  the 
maladies  of  the  body,  it  is  otvs  to  loojc  to,  and  endaasoar 
to  alleviate,  the  apiritoal  ssiseries  of  oar  Mkm 
creatures,  and  I  regret  to  aay  that  there  are  aiaehiesB 
urgent  appeals  made  to  us  thaa  there  are  te  yea. 
Often  have  I  been  eent  to  visit  the  sick  and  dyiug,  net 
so  much  at  their  oaa  rsqaest,  as  from  the  (act  of  the 
subject  haviag  been  brought  befofu  than  by  thsir 
medical  attendant.  I  regard  this  with  osach  gratifica- 
tion, and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  sentiaieBfiB  attamd 
by  my  friend— if  I  ssay  call  him  so— ia  proposiag  the 
laat  toast  are  sentiments  very  geneimt  aasoag  the 
medical  profession  in  tlus  town,  and  I  hope  ia  othsr 
places;  and  I  do  trust  that  we  shall  always  reeoiwte 
each  other  as  fieltow  workers  in  acts  of  baaevoleacs. 
The  Rev.  gentlemen  then  resamad  his  seat  amidst  load 
marks  of  applause. 

Dr.  RoaaaTsoM,  at  ihe  request  of  the  lirssidcat, 
proposed  the  next  toast  as  follows :— Mr.  President 
Mr.  Vice-Pkesident,  aad  Geatlcniaa,- 
of  the  President  has  confided  to  my  imnds  a 
which  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  to 
though  I  led  my  utter  inability  to  do  it  that  Jastios 
which  itia  well  worthy  of.  U  is,  gaaHemfo, ''  The  hteUh 
of  our  distiaguished  friend  aad  foaader  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, Dr.  Hastlngt.*'  I  suspect  gentlemen  there  ere 
aot  many  among  you  who  have  known  Dr.  Uastiilgs 
the  number  of  years  that  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
knowing  him,  and  I  am  certain  there  is  not  one  of  you 
who  can  estioNite  more  than  I  do  his  intellectnal  gift% 
or  esteem  him  more  as  a  private  Inead,  and  therefece 
it  is  that  I  should  be  sorry,  as  I  s^  before,  to  retia- 
qaish  the  proposiag  of  tUs  loast.  I  was  one  of  the 
first  to  whom  was  coaraundcated  the  design  of  1^ 
fbrmatlMi  df  this  Soeiely,  aad  when  the  pEo|ect  was 


hffi  profession  is  at  all  indebted  to  the  Cleigy,  I  am    named  Cb  me,  I  thought  Dr.  Hastings  was  about  te 
ttpiy  glad  ia  being  able  to  say— and  I  see  one  at  the    aommedce  aa  Bercutcaa  task  that  he  uwild  aot  be 
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sUb  to  meoomphAt  b«t  the. rttuU.iias  ghevn «&  wbat 
gVMt  evefcf,  eoaWnedtjKJ^  grcfU  ability,  dmij  do,  tlie 
ilModillott  ii0r  BMiberifig  ^efir  jtwp  tbooMnd  ip^^- 
bmt- «C  tiie  profeniooj  icattered  throngbput  the 
fHiiucM*  I  most  tbeo  gi^f^,  mj  frieod  great  credit  for 
kiteaeqiy  •od.peitairefa^cc,  and  tbe.deiteritj  witb 
i4ucbbelia9jiMMi«d  tb^e.  aSak««of  this  AitBoeiatioii, 
tipieitlljr  wbea  i(  if  €on{ud«rcd  that,,  like  the  mvies, 
«e  w  ■■pymiil-tp  b«  of  tbf^ei||iff  urfUabUe,  (lesceoded 
ii  «»«f«  loid*  iiofli  AjwllOb  aii4  ^^^d  as  we  have 
beM.i»  tiiiM*  paat  ibf  ^-WiMit  of  UDU^t  and  (or  Bnaab- 
Ming  tofUber.  But  Dr.  {laiUjqgs.lia*  shewn  ^great 
aiittagtaMiit  is  kceying^it  t^g^b^and  $n^  that  respect 


tiijf  AMOciatioa  baa  been  qf  great  senrice  in  bringing    tttimoUte  the  other  to   renewed    exertions   for  the 


into  eontact  the  medicaji  gentlemen  of  the  provinces, 
in  renewing  the  .intimaoics  of  former  years,  as  in  m^ 
ease,  and  enabling  os  to  niake  many  new  and  finable 
acquaintances  which  we. should  not  hare  done  but  fpr 
this  Society.  Independently  of  this,  the  Association 
has  been  of  great  service  in  the  advancing  of  Medical 
Science,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  on  prospering  and 
prospering,  and  that,  it  h^^U.  remain  the  best  of  nti 
monvmeAts  to  our  eiteeiiiedl  friend.  I  will  not  detain 
yon  kng  as  many  other  gentlismen  hare  to  address  pu, 
bnt  I  will  tayrSpeakAng  of  tb^  Society  without  reference 
ta  tbt  *'  Jouraal»"  eg  the  pi|blication  of  our  ;*  Trans* 
actitM,"  that  onr  meetings  are  replete  with,  and  are 
ceaarkable  for  (be  additipn  of  much  raluable'  and 
M%iiialanforaiati0n,im(d .though  I  hare  been  at  many 
of -ouvmMtinga.befvey  I  bare  nerer  been  so  delighted 


quantity  .of  raliiabjle  afkd.  original  information  I  baref 
detivad  fnuaJtHind  which  I  should  not  have  known 
wfasns  to:  obtain  from  any.,  other  source,  I  feel  I 
4baitinmU.iespecta  return  home  a  better  man  than 
wbep  I  kit  ihcM,  and  shali  carry,  aw^.  with  me  many 
atcf»i  ideas  which  I  sb^nJd  n^  have  done  had  I  not 
aoeadad'thia  meetiiig.  .  I  bave  now  gentlemen  to  pro- 
poiB  to  the  health. of  Dc  lUstingi^  as  the  founder  of 
this  AMoeiation,  and  tboi^-I  kuQW  that^some  of  ypn 
don't  lih&aMae,  I  matt  ask  for  thre<  times  three  ^o 
this  toast.    The  toast  was  drunk .  with  entbuf iastic 


connected  with  it.  I  can  assure  yon  it  Is  no  sm^H 
gratification  to  have  combined  together  all  the  medical 
energy  and  intelligence  of  the  provinces  of  England. 
Before  the  existence  of  this  Society,  we  did  not  at 
all  exist  as  a  body  of  men,  but  now  we  are  recognized^ 
as  a  great  body  of  medical  practitioners,  meeting 
together  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science,  and 
for  promoting  the  happiness  of  mankind.  I  always 
look  npon  our  meetings  as  assemblies  of  a  deliberative- 
character,  where  we  bave  "  the  feast  of  reason  and 
the  dow  of  sonl,"  the  conjunction  of  social  and 
intellectual  enjoyment.  We  are  united  together  by 
the  ties  of  boman  kindness,  and  each  endeavours  t<y 


benefit  of  mankind.  We  bare  inscribed  npon  our 
banner  "The  advancement  of  medical  science,'*  and 
that  has  been  unfurled  at  every  meeting;  and  npo» 
no  occasion  have  we  lost  sight  of  that  principle,  but 
on  the  contrary,  we  bare  always  endeavoured  to  carry 
it  out.  The  present  meeting  will  be  distinguished  by 
efforts  for  that  purpose,  and  I  can  point  to  what  baa 
be^n  .done  here,  and  which  is  likely  to  fructify  and 
produce  noble  results  to  our  profession.  We  cultivate 
a  noble  art,  and  it  is  no  coroinon  privilege  to  meet 
together  and  to  dedicate  our  faculties  to  the  furthering' 
of  its  .purposes.  Gentlemen,*  I  trust  that  each  suc- 
ceeding year  will  And  this  Association  cultivating 
the  noble  object  to  which  I  bave  alluded,  and  then  I 
have  no    doubt    we  shall    continue    to  increase   in 

m 

numbers,,  to  secure   the   approbation   of   the   pnbfic. 


as  at-  the   present  mef^Ung^  in  conscqHence  of  the*  ^g^ig^  assist  more  and  more  in  alleviating  the  miseriea 


to  which  human  nature  is  subject.  I  say,  gentlemen, 
^bat  we  are  qalled  upon  to  encourage  eacli  other  in  our 
great  work,  and  that  we  are  met  for  the  promotion  of 
objects  of  the  most  noble  character— that  is  the  suiti* 
ration  of  medical  science,  and  by  that  means  to  promote 
(be  alleviation  of  human  misery,  and  that  in  so  doing 
we  shQul4  cultivate  those  feelings  of  charity,  love,  and 
kindness*,  that  should  at  all  times  distinguish  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession.  Whatever  may 
be  said,  gentlemen,  of  past  times,  of  those  bickerings- 
which  we  have  been  accused  of  indulging  in,  we  can 
speak  of  the  present— >we  can  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  {jonfidence  that  they  are  at  an  en^*  We 
can  find  in  these  meetings  a  pledge  that  we  are  getttngp 
rid  of  all  those  pretty  squabbles  that  have  formeriy 
arisen.  We  take  our  Polar  star  to  be  the  alleviatioa  of 
}inman  misery,  and  the  alleviation  of  human  stttf^ribg, 
by  means  of  medical  science,  to  be  the  only  object  of 
onr  attention.  Gentlemen,  I  will  say  for  myself,  tkat 
I  have  always  felt  the  most  unbounded  deKght  m 
meeting  this  Association,  and  I  bave  never  returned 
since  we  ceaimenced  our  tsperiment^  which  it.  Wfni  1  home  without,  t  hope,  being  a  wiser  and  a'  better  lAaa 


Dr.  fiAftnyea»  in  risii^  to  acknowledge  the  toast,^ 
iraa  reeeived  with  lond  applause ;  on  its  subsiding  j^e 
iM-*Mr.  fifesidant,  Mr.  Vios-Presideiit,  Pr  Robertson, 
«»d>litiBDda.  and.lello«  aMnbers,— Although  I  r^se  (jpT 
the  ftflatBtl^ti*e  tp  thaak  yen  /or  yQur.  fcind^ss  |o 
flBe,I'do not  yet  find. that  I  ha?a  kgrnctfl  .my  lessen, 
er  thai  I  am  adeqeate  te  eapnsBito  yoci.  niy  gratitujle 
for  the  mmwr  In  which  yon  bi^Te  a  all  tinges 
acknowledged  my'semees.   it  it  pow  fifteen  ye^rt 


considered,  by  a  majosity  of  oar  friends^  would  i)ot 
prdgress  as  if  baa  dona,  and  that  I  waa  too  sanguiya. 
They  were  of  opfaiion  that  seme  good  nught  be  dona 
\j  the  Awbdatioe,  bet  thegr  mnf.  csosidated  that 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  years  we  dtoe^d  aUuidiiva  poi^lon 
'which  no  Society  of  inedieal.'nisii^  in.  £iigl^^e|er , 
More  occupied.    I  say  not  •this  lo»  diipviBS  ^ther 


of'-grstitttde  I  idways  feel,  whse  I  qontsssf^tw  the 
lahennaad  objecto  of  the  AssocUtion,  udthe  neBbtn 


than  when  I  came  away.  There  is  a  rising  desire,''  as> 
testified  in  this  meeting,  to  cultivate  the  right  feelinge 
.of  human  nature,  and  I  shall  return  to  my  native  city 
full  of  delight  at  the  result  of  onr  anniversary.  I  shall 
.tell  my  friends  at  home  that  you  contemplate'  payings 
t|em,  a.  visit*  and  holding  another  anniversary  in  the 
ancient  and  faithful  city  of  Worcester,  and  I  doubt  not 


Societies^  hut  that  I  SMygif»lidi^vSbt4|»  t^'IfNlMiigs  -^he^  I  ssake  the  annonncement  there  will  be  great 


jof  in  that  dty,  and  that  it  will  be  carried  throughoutthe 
hills  of  that  fertile  county.  I  can  only  say,  in  coadaafen^ 
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«pi«aM*>ifwa> 


^BtlMMOy  that  tmrf  jctr  uukm  »e  more  grateful 
to  the  Almifflaj  thst  he  hM  fOfttilted  mt,  to  ccni)MNS 
tion  with  thow  I  we  nmmd  ne,  to  form  tMi  Sodety; 
end  that  ha  haaaparad  nqr^fe,  notonly  to  aee  ita  hfffh-^ 
to  aea  ita  adoiaaceace  but,  aa  I  tmat  not,  ita  old  a|>e; 
for  I  hope  that  it  will  go  on  for  maof  yeam  •»  eome,  a«l 
that  It  will  increaae  from  time  to  time,  and  the  preaent 
foandera  of  it  may  be  spoken  of  with  rcTerence  by 
those  who  follow  after.  I  thank  yon,  fentlemen,  most 
ainoerely,  not  only  for  drinking  my  health,  hot  trnf^ 
neeting  me  with  this  great  and  noble  AaaoeistiOta  aa 
one  of  ita  fonnders.  Dr.  Hastings  then  resumed  his 
aeat  amid  loud  appUuae. 

Mr.  SoDBN,  of  Bath,  in  proposing  the  next  toast 
mud— I  have  been  called  upon,  gentlemen,  very  unev^ 
pectedly,  to  propose  the  next  toast,  and  as  far  as  thb 
-aubject  is  concerned  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  so 
doing;  but  I  feel  a  want  of  power  to  do  justice  to  it, 
and  am'  therefore  sorry  that  it  baa  not  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  more  able  advocate.     So  much  has 
been  said  of  the  social  advantages  of  medical  science, 
that  I  shall  not  take  up  your  time  upon  that  point.    I 
was,  gentlemen,   present  at  your  first   meeting,  at 
Worcester,  and  ainee  I  have  attended  your  ibeetings 
in  various   towns,  at  Bristol,   Leeds,    Birmiogham, 
Sheffield,  Cheltenham,  Liverpool,  Northampton,  Nor- 
wich, and  now  Derby,  though   last  not  least.    On 
these  occasions  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  not  only 
to  meet  with  old  friends  but  to  make  new  ones,  who, 
I  must  say,  have  been  among  the  greatest  solaces  to 
my  life — gentlemen  with  whose  names  I  was  famihiir 
from  their  writings,  but  who,  without  the  means  of 
this  society,  I  should  not  have  known  personalty ;  and 
wherever  I  have  gone,  I  have  found  that  the  members 
•of  this  Association  have  received  such  kindness  and 
hospitality  that  it  would  be  ungrateful  in  me  not  to 
mention  it    We  experienced  it  last  year  at  Norwich, 
and  all  who  are  here  and  were  there  will,  I  am  sure, 
bear  testimony  to   the   kind  hospitality  with   which 
we  were  received  by  Mr.  Crosse.    His  name  is  too 
well  known  to  need  any  eulogy  to  be  pronounced 
upon  him ;  but  were  he  absent  I  should,  perhaps,  say 
more  than  I  now  shall ;  but  I  am  sure  yon  will  believe 
that  I  fee!  deeply  the  estimation  in  which  such  a 
character  as  Mr.  Crosse's  ought  to  be  held.     The 
Society  is  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  many  things, 
not  the  least  his  conduct  as  President  during  the  past 
year.    I  therefore  beg  to  propose  **  The  health  of  Mr, 
Crosse,  the  retiring  President  of  the  Association."    The 
toast  was  drunk  auiid  loud  applause. 

Mr.  Caossb,  in  returning  thanks,  said,  Mr.  President 
and  gentlemen,  (  recollect  at  the  first  and  earliest 
occasion  of  my  attending  a  meeting  of  this  Association, 
I  said  at  its  conclusion  that  I  had  been  breathing  a 
medical  atmosphere ;  and  during  the  many  years  that 
have  since  intervened  I  have  breathed  the  same  pure  «r, 
that  no  chemistry  could  have  rendered  better,  or  that 
would  tend  more  to  my  health  or  my  comfort  I  bag 
to  aay  tiiat  the  information  I  have  derived  fh>m  meedogs 
of  this  Association  has  been  very  great,  and  sll  tboaa 
who  have  contributed  to  that  information  are  entitted 
to  my  gratitude.  I  have  not  attended  these  meetings 
on  One  occisloD  that  I  hare  not  fouad  lomethiBgia  them 


that  haa  enabled  ma  better  to  sustain  those  difficult 
that  arise  in  our  profession.  I  co'nfen  that  during  the 
last  few  years  from  ttte  workings  of  this  Association  I 
have  been  induced  to  stndy  my  profession  with  the 
same  eamestoen  which  I  did  forty  years  ago,  and  the 
more  T  study  it,  the  more  do  I  find  its  beauties  exps|id, 
the  more  deep  its  researches.  I  have  now,  gentiemeo, 
**  passed  the  chair,"  as  they  say  in  some  ancient  Lodgeii 
and  have  been  a  member  of  thia  Association  for  the  list 
twelve  years,  and  am  now,  I  believe,  among  the  senior 
members,  for  we  hare  to  regret  every  year  the  falling  bff 
of  some  through  age,  or  infirmity,  or  death,  but  I  im 
happy  to  say  nOt  from  Inkewarmness.  But  no  meeting 
has  affbrded  me  so  complete  a  consolation  as  the  present 
one,  for'  I  have  been  struck  mostly  with  the  remarks  of 
the  junior  members  to  whom  I  have  been  introduced 
during  the  last  two  days.  If,  then,  we  have  grief  npoa 
one  side  in  the  falling  off  of  some  of  our  oldest  meBi- 
bers,  I  am  sure  those  around  me  will  agree  that  we  are 
perfecdy  satisfied  with  the  rising  generation  who  are  to 
suppry  our  places  when  we  are  gone,  and  attend  to  the 
prosperity  of  this  Association.  I  speak  this  after 
feeliUg  it  to  have  been  my  duty  to  attend  your  meetings 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Society  down  to  the 
present  time,  and  feeling  as  I  do  that  we  are  mech 
indebted  to  the  junior  members  of  our  profession  for  the 
communications  they  have  made;  and,  without  namuig 
individuals,  I  can  say  that  I  have  been  much  delighted 
at  this  part  of  the  proceedings.  T  have  now,  gentlenfea, 
to  thank  you  for  the  kindness  I  have  experienced  fitm 
yon  upon  this  and  all  other  occasions  when  we  hire 
met  It  has  been  suggested  to  me,  gentlemen,  ftst 
I  should  allude  to  yonr  present  valued  President,  who 
has  so  ably  performed  his  duties  at  this  meeting.  Of 
the  earnestness  with  which  he  has  undertaken  sad 
carried  through  those  duties  I  have  the  best  evidence, 
in  having  corresponded  with  him  twelve  months  ags, 
and  occasionally  since  that  time,  in  order  that  he 
might  take  the  best  measures  to  secure  our  comfort^ 
and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  proposing  his  health.  I 
will  only  say  that  in  paying  these  honours  I  feel  sore 
that  you  are  circumstanced  as  I  am,  and  that  you  do 
it  from  the  heart. 

The  health  of  the  President  was  then  dronk  with 
three  times  three. 

The  Prestdbnt  then  rose  and  said, — ^Mr.  Vice-Pre- 
sident, Mr.  Crone,  and  gentlemen,*-!  can  assure  you 
I  rise  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  with  feelings 
hardly  describable.  My  best  powers  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  iriteresta  of  yonr  Institution  ;  and  if  I  can  add 
one  link  to  the  chain,  or  add  one  stone  to  the  vsst 
building  that  my  eateemed  friend  has  so  far  built  np, 
I  shall  retire  from  office  at  the  expiration  of  the  yesr 
with  great  feelings  of  satisfaction,  that  I  have  been 
able  to  do  so  much. 

Dr.  HASTiMGa  then,  in  an  appropriate  speech,  pnn 
posed  the  health  of  the  Mayor  of  the  borough  of 
Derby,  at  the  same  time  expressing  the  obligations  (hey 
were  underl  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  for  the 
use  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  the  general  courtesy  they 
had  received  from  the  authorities  of  the  town. 

The  toast  hating  been  drunk  with  applanse, 

W/E.  MdvKBLT,  Esq.,  (Mayor  of  DetbyO  retarsed 
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thftoka,  aod  asrared  the  menben  of  tbe  AmooMtko^  of 
the  desire  on  Ibe  part  of  the  Corporation  to  treat  the 
nedical  profetsion  with  that  reapect  due  to  them* 
coDstderiDg,  aa  they  did,  that  they  were  a  body  of  men 
who  defoted  moch  of  their  time  to  the  adraneement 
ef  science,  and  who  bestowed  its  benefits  gratnitoosly 
on.  those  who  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  their  assistance. 
He  need  not  remind  them  that  Derby  bad  been  famed 
for  medical  science,  as  be  need  not  tell  them  a 
Darwin  lired  in  that  town.  It  was  such  men 
asbim  and  aa  the  ^ntlemen  who  bad  so  ably  addressed 
them  that  evening,  that  made  the  public  feel  that 
their  Utcs  were  prolonged,  and  their  comforts  enhanced, 
by  the  scientific  attain^ments  of  the.  medical  pro« 
fession.  In  ancient  times  it  waa  usual  for  medical  men 
to  be  kuown  by  some  sign  or  figure,  but  now  he 
was  happy  to  say  they  were  known  ooly  bj  their 
sterling  worth,  or  by  their  scientific  attainments* 
instead  of  ancient  quackeries.  He  thoogbt  that  the 
comfort,  the  happiness^  ibe  convenience  of  erery 
member  of  society  waa  dependant  upon  medical 
sdence  and  skill,  as  be  himself  had  experienced,. being 
at  the  age  of  60,  free  from  disease,  and  fit  to  compete 
with  any  man  in  point  of  health.  He  regretted  deeply 
that  one  class  of  medical  men,  who  bad  important 
duties  to  perform,  were  not  remonerated  for  those 
duties  as  tbey  ought  to  be.  He  had  not  been  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  town  so  long,  but  be  had  seen  with 
respect  and  rererence  the  exertions  of  medical  men 
among  the  poor,  and  feeling  convinced  they  were  not 
properly  paid  for  those  duties,  .be  had  pientioned  the 
subject  to  his  own  immediate  friends  in  Parliament,  and 
he  pledged  himself  he  would  not  let  the  matter  be 
forgotten,  bat  endeavour  to  place  those  gentlemen  on 
a  better  footing.  It  might  l»e  said  to  be  presumption 
on  )kis  part  as  an  humble  individual  to  makt  that 
statement,  but  let  them  remember  that  the  generous 
exertions  of  a  few  produced  Magna  Ch&rta,  and  the 
oppression  of  one  individual  the  famous  Habeas  Corpus 
Act,  and  be  did  hope  they  would  do  all  they  could  in 
their  power  to  unite,  and  use  their  exertions  to  obtain 
a  remedy  of  the  evil,  and  if  they  did  that  he  thought 
nothing  could  atand  against,  them.  It  had  been  said 
that  in  ancient  times  it  had  been  necessary  for  the 
medical  man  to  profess  Atheism  to  gain  notoriety, 
but  in  the  preaeut  day  a  better  taste  wasahown,  for  the 
profession  now  acted  upon  principle  aa  well  as  science* 
and  upon  gopd  sound  moral  principles,  which  he  hoped 
they  would  continue  to  carry  out.  He  hoped  the  Asso- 
ciation would  avail  themselves  of  the  accommodation 
o^ered  in  Derby  another  year,  and  any  thing  in  bis 
power  to,  assist  them  there,  or  give  to  them  that  station 
and  reward  they  ought  to  have,  he  should  be  always 
mady  to  give. 

.  J|fr.  Waigbt,  of.D^by,  yice«Pteaidenty  propoeed 
the  health  oi  Dr.  Boisragon  and  the  Vice-Presidents 
of  the  Asaociationp  .   . 

.Dr.  BoifiLA^oir,  in  acknovrl^dgiag  the  tQMt»  which 
he  did  at  some  lengthy  said,  wa»  he  tiot  aw4ir»  thai  he  was 
mdebted  for  the  distinguished  honour  of  i«q[Kwdipg  to 
the  toan  before  the  meeting,  (torn  beiof  out.  of  ihofo 
ift  the  sitiiation  U  Vict-Pr^deata,  nd  M«tl^  Ml 
ftry  pleasing  reasoD»  oa  accoaat  of  hii  aenioricy,  he 


should  h«re  felt  soasovhat  embanraned  alter  the 
eloquent  speeches  they  had  heard.  Domeitic  curcam« 
itsaewi  had  prtrentad  Urn  horn  altendtag  their  ni«et« 
iagf  fO  frequently  aa  he  otherwise  ahaoid  kafo  done» 
the  last  tioM  hafore  the  preseat,  being  when  they  held< 
their  great  meeting  at  the  Qoaen  of  the  West,  the* 
city  of  Exeter.  He  had  inteaded  betag  at  Leads* 
^hcre  be  had  uaderstood  the  degraded  position  of  the 
OMdical  profession  had  been  ftiUy  gone  into,  and  where 
it  was  anranged  that  a  memorial  should  bo  piasented  to^ 
the  Qaeen,  through  the  then  Home  Secretary;  bat 
from  some  feelings  of  delicacy  that  was  not  carried  out.- 
His  next  regret  was  that  he  waa  not  able  to  meet  the 
Association  at  Sbeileld.  It  being  somewhat  singular 
Uiat  in  that  Hall  in  which  tbey  then  met,  dedicated 
^>  mechanical  science,  the  penu$  hei  gave  tbena 
"ome  cutting  remarka  that  might  be  useful  to  them 
if  they  had  acted  upon  them.  Their  next  meeting 
waa  under  the  able  Presidency  of  Mr.  Crosse,  where 
many  circumstances  of  an  important  nature  wero 
brought  forward.  In  some  degree  be  ought  to  apolo* 
gixe  aa  be  iiad  not  known  until  lately  that  he  ahould 
be  called  upon  to  respond  to  the  toaat.  He  conaidered 
that  they  ahould  aa  an  Association,  look  first  at  the 
state  of  the  profession  at  large,  and  then  the  mode 
which  they  ahould  pursue  to  gain  that  position 
which  they  ought  to  nsaintain.  His  opinion  waa> 
that  the  profession  did  not  stand  so  high  aa  it 
ought  to  do  in  the  scale  of  society,  nor  waa  ao 
much  attention  paid  to  Its  interests  as  there  ought 
^  be.  They  all  knew  that  in  law  the  poor  man 
might  plead  in  forma  patiptris  on  account  of  poverty, 
but  ihe  lawyer  got  paid ;  not  ao  the  doctor,  and* 
he  was  sure  there  never  waa  a  plea  of  forma  pauperis 
tendered  to  them,  bnt  it  was  at  once  taken  cognizance 
of,  and  duly  attended  to.  After  alluding  to  the 
emoluments  of  the  legal  profession,  to  whom  the 
highest  offices  and  honours  were  thrown  open.  Dr. 
Boisragon  contrasted  ibe  attention  or  rather  neg* 
ligence  with  which  some  of  the  medical  men  of  this 
country,  such  as  Harvey,  or  the  Hunter's,  and  last  not 
least  the  immortal  Jenner,  had  been  treated,  to  whom 
no  mark  of  public  gratitude  had  been  shewn,  and  hoped 
that  at  no  distant  day  the  state  of  affairs  wouU  be 
altered,  and  medical  men  attain  their  proper  position,, 
and  be  rewarded  for  their  efforts  and  discoveriei,  by 
which  such  great  benefits  were  canferred  upon  tho 
human  race. 

Mr.  DocoLAS  Fox,  of  Derby,  proposed  the  health 

of  Dr.  Streeten,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and 

was  quite  sure  it  was  a  toast  that  every  gentleman  in 

that  room  woold  receive  with  the  greatest  satSslhotion  ; 

but,  before  he  proposed  that  toast,  he  must,  on  behalf 

:of  himself  and  the  members  of  the  medical  profeeeioii 

'  resident  in  Derby,  say  that  it  gave  them  the  ntmost 

•  gralSflcation  in  seeing  thdr  pioieasional  bwthera  flrom  n 

distance,  bnt  fell  lie  ongbt  perhaps  to  ask  them  to  tako 

-  the  win  fyf  the  deed.    After  paying  a  high  compliment 

■to.  Iho  Mi^er,  aa  tba  asost  efllciant  chief  magiatiate 

'fkay  had  had  in  Derby  iot  n  long  period,  he  aaid  ho 

would  then  speak  ol  one  of  those  gentlemen  connected 

with  tha.Aa»ociallo%  who  ha4  shown  the  ntnost  ability^ 

seal,  and  nrbanUy  in  the.  do.ties  of  hi^  plloe..  Ho 

allttded  to  their  talaed  Secretory,  Dr.  Streeten,  whoso 
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beidjOi  he  heggfiA  lo  f  rospoMy  and  he  wm  son  that  • 
great  deal  ol  the  proaperity  of  the  Aaaociaaon  waa 
dependant  upon  hiaa.  Heponld  not  expreaa  the  delight 
he  felt  ID  having  bad  an.  opportunity  of  making  tb« 
aeqiaintanee  of  ao  many  dia^ngniBhed  menbera  of  the^ 
'profeaaion,  whom  he  had  before  only  known  hy  nyute» 
•nd  tmated  it  waa  not  the  laat  time  be  should  hate  an 
-oppoiuuii^.  of  aeeing  tbemj,  bat  that  he  aboald  also 
«ee  the  Association  hold  another  happy  meeting  at 
Derby.    The  toast  was  drank  with  load  applause. 

Dr.  Snxvnir,  in  reply,  expreiaed  hia  inablUty 
sideqnately  to  aeknowledge  the  kindness  with  whidi 
^e  toaat  had  been  proposed  and  receiTdd.  At  that 
late  hoar  of  the  evening  he  wonld  not  detain  tbem,  but 
lie  begged  to  say  that  whatever  lay  in  his  power  to  do 
for  the  welfare  of  that  Association  he  should  only  be  too 
happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  iu  He  would 
l)eg,  with  the  permission  of  the  Chairman,  to  pass  from 
wpeaking  of  himself,  and  propose  the  healths  of  the 
gentlemen  who  bad  so  kindly  undertaken  the  duties  of 
the  Local  Committee  upon  the  present  occasion.  He 
was  tore  all  present  woald  say  with  him  that  they  were 
much  indebted  to  tbem  for  the  efficient  manner  io. 
irbiob  they  had  dieeharged  their  duty  ami  reeelved  Ihem 
in  this  town.  The  hospitality  evinced  towasd  the 
Asaoefation  was  beyond  all  praise.  In  no  plaee  in  whtoh 
they  had  before  met  had  they  been  rsoelved  with  a 
greaier  amount  of  kindness  than  they  had  in  the  town 
-of  Derby ;  and  he  thought  he  ahonld  fail  in  his  duty- 
if  he  waa  not  topropeae  the  health  ol  the  Local  Com> 
mittee,  who  had  acted  so  noblf  for  them.  The  toaat 
^as  drunk  with  raptnnwa  applaoaew 

Mr.  GisBOmNK,  of  Derby»  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
-Committee,  assured  the  Association  that  If  the  slighl' 
dutiea  the  Committee  had  had  to  perform  had  met  with 
their  approbation,  or  contrilrated  to  their  comfort,  the 
■Committee  would  feel  they  bad  done  their  duty.  At 
the  same  time  passing  a  tribute  of  praise  to  Dr. 
Heygate,  to  whom  great  credit  was  due  for  bis  activity 
and  his  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  the  ioterosls  of  the 
medical  profession— a  body  of  men,  not  met  like  a 
band  of  bydropathists,  or  mesmeric  quacks — but  men 
who  sought  to  promote  their  profession  on  the  solid  and 
imperishable  basis  of  scientific  truth. 

Dr.  CoNOLLY,  of  Cheltenham,  proposed  the  healths 
of  Dr.  Shearman  and  Mr.  Walsh,  and  thanks  to  them 
for  their  instructive  Medical  and  Surgical  Addresses,  at 
the  same  time  congratulating  the  gentlemen  named  on 
the  ability  displayed  by  them. 

Dr.  Sheabhan,  who  delivered  the  Medical  Address, 
briefly  returned  thanks,  regretting  the  absence  of  Mr. 
lYalsh,  who  had  been  obliged  to  leave  Derby  on  the 
former  evening. 

Dr.  Rahkino,  in  proposing  the  next  toast,  said  the 
assembly  had  only  drunk  the  healths  of  those  who  had 
contributed  to  their  intellectual  enjoyment,  but  as  they 
had  a  social  meeting  of  that  night,  he  begged  to  pvh 
pose  the  health  of  those  who  had  had  the  arrangemenl 
of  the  table,  he  allnded  to  the  Siewafdi^  Mr.  Feam  and 
JCr.  Johnaon,  Ate.  - 

Mr.  FsaKlr,  in  reply,  said  he  ahouid  be  doing  great 
Injnetioe  to  his  feelinge,  and  those  of  his  coUeagaea,  if 
he  was  not  to  express  feeHaga  of  thanUMneaa  lor  the 
honoar  which  had  been  done  them,  and  oa  behalf  j>l 
<he  medical  residenta  of  the  town,  ho  might  any  that 


the  two  days  nearly  over  had  been  (he  happtett  th«y 
had  spent  a  long  while. 

Mr.  JoBMSon  then  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  kn^ 
fmd  hamorooa  speech,  in  #liMl  he  spoke  of  ihe^Nwiag 
Int^ligenoe  of  the  Junior  ttemben  of  the  AssOdallea, 
and  the  value  of  the  papenoontrlbated  by  them,a  fml 
which  he  could  hardly  aeconnc  for,  aeeing  bow  few 
joung  men  when  he  was  one  were  enabled  to  eiprms 
their  thoughts  on  paper,  and  enunolate  snob  bold  aad 
clear  views  as  the  younger  members  of  1h»  proteston 
now  did.     The  time  waa  now  gone  by  when  msa 
would  go  one,  two,  or  three  hundred  mileato  see  apfay. 
sician  in  London ;  and  while  he  would  not  diapataga 
the  men  of  the  grvatest  talent  in  London,  he  was  sum 
he  should  not  be  offering  any  tMng  derogatory  to  them 
in  placing  tbem  with  such  men  as  Hasltoga,  ConoUy, 
Hodgson,  and  Johnstone,  who  werfc  found  in  the 
Provinces.    Mr.  JoMison  nextreferred  toOietreatflMDt 
of  the   medleal  oOaers   of  Poor-Law   Unions,  and 
expressed  hia  hope  that  the  ayelem  of  oenualizsHoa 
would  he  done  a«7  wHb,  and  a  belter  and  aoffe  mgnlsr 

system  exist  in  its  plaoe. 

Dr.  j4teN  OoHOLLT  then  propoaed  the  health  of  Mr. 
Wright,  the  vloepfreaidettt  of  the  evening,  whom  he 
deseribed  as  one  of  the  nsost  amiable  and  kind  men  hi 
the  town  of  Derby,  and  hoped  he  shonld  have  many 
more  opportanitiea  of  seeing  him  In  health. 

Mr.  Wright  briefly  letumed  thanks,  eoon  after  which 
the  festivities  of  the  evening  were  brought  to  a  cU)SS 
by  the  Chairman  vacating  his  seaU 


FEEGEE  SURGERY. 


TO  THE  aniTOR  OF  THB   PROVINCIAL  MXPICAL  AK» 

8ub6ical  journai.. 
Sir, 
The  subjoined  case  appears  to  me  worthy  of  insertioB 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Association. 
I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

AUGUSTIN  PRICBARD. 

Red  Lodge,  Bristol, 

July  16, 18i7. 

The  following  history  gives  us  a  sample  of  surgery 
in  the  South  Pacific.  The  subject  of  it  was  admitted 
as  a  patient  at  the  **  Dispensary  for  the  Core  of  Com- 
plaiDte  in  the  Eyes,"  in  Bristol,  for  the  purpose  of 
undergoing  the  operation  for  the  cure  of  sUphyloms, 
which  was  performed  in  the  ordinary  way  by  Mr.  Estlio, 
and  from  which  he  recovered  in  the  usual  time. 

T. ,  left  his  native  county,  (Pembroke,)  in  1828, 

and  was  cast  away  upon  a  reef,  in  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean,  whilst  upon  a  whaling  expedition.  His  party 
ultimately  reached  the  Feegee  Islands  in  1829,  aod 
he  returned  to  England  fai  1847,  after  having  saflerei 
extreme  hardships,  and  having  met  with  more  misfor- 
tones  and  eztraordlnafy  adventarea  than  any  othsc 
beaidea  Ulyaseaaad  BoblBaoRCrasoaever  ezperien^ 

«  Maltwn.&le  et4eni»|Mtatiia  at  alie," 
may  fairly  be  appUed  to  ifaia  man.   He  U  aaw  oesapitA 
with  wtMaM  n»  nmoBl  of  hia  vaMnmi  lor  ^abUoaHei^ 
I  thatt  thwPilbia  confiat  ayaelf  la  adMoripUonaf  •P«^ 
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«£his  Biiafortopfs,  vhich  he  will  be  anabto  to  introdnoe 
iDt0  a  book  intended  for  geoer«l  TeadiD]^. 

In  tbejear  1831,  he  anptojredjhimffelf,  and  as  many 
of  Ue  eodpaniona  in  miilbfiMe  a|  had  eacaped  tb^ 
danger  of  being  swallowed  bj  the  waTcs,  or  the  equally. 
4mmhMat  peiU  of  fondling  a  part  of  a  meal  for  some 
of  the  eannibe)  Feegees^  in  boilding  a  schooner,  in 
Older  to  trade  with  the  neighbonring  islands.  Whilst 
tboo  occupied  he  struck  himself  with  the  handle  of  an 
aze  Bpoo  the  right  teatlole.  He  vas  disabled  from 
woffc  at  onee,  and  the  organ  began  to  swell.  In  about 
three  Months  H  became  very  hard,  and  larger  than  he 
eoidd  graep  with  his  two  hands,  and  being  unable  to 
walk  without  freat  dSfficnltyy  he  put  himself  in  the 
hands  of  a  nmtlvo  surgeon,  who  recommended  excision 
-as  the  only  remedy.  The  operator  is  obliged,  by  the 
laws,  to  praetiee  Upon  piga  until  he  is  considered  suffici- 
estly  qualified  to  peifocn  upon  human aulyeets. 

The  preparatory  trOsitment  conaiBted  ia  feeding  the 
patient  as  much  as  possible  for  two  or  three  daya  pre 
Tionsly,  and  immediately  befoBB  the  operation  he  was 
compelled  to  make  a  hearty  meal. 

He  wAs  placed  upon  a  bed  of  fresh  leaves,  and  the 
surgeon,  (osingfor  his  inatmmeikt  A»  ptttSenfn  razor,) 
made  an  incision  about  seven  inches  in  length  down 
tlie  front  of  the  tumour,  simply  cutting  through  the 
inlegnment.  The  second  incision  of  the  same  length, 
and' in  the  same  direction,  penetrated  the  tunica  vagi- 
nails,  and  a  quantity  of  clear  fluid  gushed  out, revealing 
the  nature  of  the  malady.  The  patient,  who  watched 
every  step  of  the  operation,  seeing  his  testicle  of  a 
oatorsl  size  at  the  back  of  this  Urge  sac  which  was 
laid  open,  wished  the  operator  to  desist  at  this  stage,  but 
he  was  assured  that  the  disease  would  return  if  it  was 
not  completed.  The  savage  then  seized  hold  of  the 
gland  with  his  fingers,  and  dragging  it  out  of  its  situ- 
ation, whipped  it  off  at  a  stroke  of  the  razor;  and  then, 
being  well  satisfied  with  his  success,  he  held  up  the 
eidaed  organ  between  his  finger  and  thumb  saying, 
*  Shall  I  roast  it  and  eat  it  f* 

No  after-treatment  was  adopted.  Be  was  kept  cool, 
and  not  allowed  to  i#ove  hand  or  foot. 

On  the  fifth  day  he  was  washed  by  having  cold  water 
thrown  over  him,  but  the  besmorrhage  continued  until 
the  tenth  day,  when  it  stopped  spontaneously.  When 
be  was  not  too  faint  from  loss  of  blood,  in  this  interval, 
he  could  hear  the  blood  spinning  out  against  the  vine 
loaves  which  formed  his  bed.  The  wound  contracted 
and  ultimately  healed  op. 

The  disease  then  recurred  upon  the  left  side,  and 
attained  a  large  size,  but  having  learnt  a  little  by  his 
former  experience,  he  used  to  tap  it  himself  with  a 
hmcet,  and  a  qui  11,  and  this  he  performed  at  intervals 
varying  from  three  to  twelve  months,  twenty  .seven 
toes.  Upon  the  last  occasion  he  was  startled  whilst  in 
the  act  ot  making  the  puncture,  and  ''injured"  him- 
tslf.    This  led  to  the  formation  of  hematocele. 

He  arrived  in  New  Zealand  in  1846,  and  was  tapped 
^gain,  and  the  sac  was  afterwards  Injected,  and  the 
disease  cured. 

After  the  ezdsion  of  the  right  Vsstfele,  the  King  af 
^  Fleegeei  need  to  viilC  Mm  dally,  bavfng  told  the 
WTgeon  that  If  the  pMleiil  died,  he  thmib  be  killed,  and 
4be  pailettt  buried  on  the  fop  of  himr 

On  «ntKiiiiiig  Vm  I  fraui  a  ecur  Hie  ret«at  of 


the  incision  made  by  the  native  operator,  and  the  left 
side  of  the  scrotum  covered  with  the  sears  of  tha 
twenty-seven  punctures.  The  left  testicle  is  high  up 
aod  behind ;  In  flront  of  It  1r  a  very  hard  and  oblong 
tumoiifi  about  two  inches  In  leogth  and  one  In  breadth, 
whlcl^  he  says  Is  the  result  of  the  puncture  which  pre. 
daoed  the  effusion  of  blood  iiito  the  tunica  vaginalis. 
It  is  TCiy  probably  a  deposit  of  flfarin,  which  baa  become 
organised.  It  is  produotive  of  no  Inconvenleaee, 
except  that  it  compels  him  to  wear  a  suspeneory 
bindage,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  functioa  of 
the  remaining  teaticle  baa  escaped  nnsoalhed  ftam  uU 
the  numerotts  dangers  which  it  has  iaourred. 


^TH£  WARM  BATH   IN   DROPSY   AFTER 
SCARLET  FEVER. 

to  tbb  snitor  of  ths  proyincial  mbdical  anb 
suaoioal  journal. 
Sir, 

In  your  **  General  RetrospeeC,*'  28th  July,  yoa 
stiite :— "  Dr,  Goldiag  Bird  remarks,  that  as  a  prophy- 
lactic remedy  the  warm  bath  la  invBluable  tu  the 
treatment  of  dropsy  ufler  seailet  fever.  He  aoarooly 
reooUeets  a  case  occurring,  vbere  the  warm  hath  was 
daily  used,  as  soon  aa  the  skin  began  W  exfoUafee 
and  coutiuned  until  a  healthy  perspiring  aorfaee  was 
obtained.*'  I  bare  for  many  years  employed  warns 
bathe,  as  here  recommended;  but  several  cases  of 
dropsy  baring  occurred  under  the  treatment,  I  foondi 
that  it  happened  in  casea  where  Che  bath  failed  to  pro- 
duce tfmdjf  es foliation  of  the  skin.  I  then  used  and  for 
soine  years  have  continued  to  employ,  a  modificatioR 
of  the  warm  batli,  and  with  uniform  success.  I  direct 
a  quantity  of  bran  to  be  scalded,  the  bath  then  reduced 
to  aproper  temperature,  and  continued  friction  to  be 
kept  up  with  handfuls  of  the  bran  during  the 
immersion.    The  skin  is  speedily  removed. 

Yours  obediently, 

THOS.  H.  SMITH. 
St.  Mary's  Cray,  Kent. 


RAPE  PERPETRATED  ON  A  FEMALE  WHILB 
UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  jETHER. 

That  which  had  been  suspected  as  a  probable  result 
on  the  introduction  of  the  new  narcotizing  agent,  has, 
according  to  the  Gazette  Midicule,  actually  occurred  in 
Paris.  Last  week  a  female  went  to  a  dentist  to  have 
a  looth  extracted.  He  advised  that  it  should  be  stopped j 
and,  to  avoid  the  pain  of  the  operation,  recommended 
his  patient  to  inhale  the  vapour  of  nther.  What 
passed  while  the  female  was  under  the  infiuence  of  the 
vapour  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  £scta: — The 
young  IsomIu  was  observed  to  leave  the  dentists  house 
about  three  hours  after  she  had  entered  it  in  tk  very 
diaordered  atate.  This  attracted  the  atteatioa  of  her 
eapU^r,  vho  oonld  not  aeoount  for  her  long  absence.' 
The^  ioJuBid  party,  notwitfaataading  the  stnpefjiRg 
effeois  of  the  artlier,  retained  aome  reeoUectioii  of  whag 
hid  pttMcdi  aid  from  aome  woida  which  MX  Una  hgg; 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


tatpieiMi  WM  imB«diately  excited.  She  wm  ezamioed 
by's  phytician,  who  reported  that  ber  penon  had  been 
violated. 

The  dentist  has  bees  arrBeted,8Dd  it  abont  to;b4 
proseented  for  the  offence.— >(?a£.  Med,,  JuUlet  31,  in 
London  Medical  Gazette, 


MEDICAL  ETHICS. 

la  ooBSeqaence  of  a  paper  on  Medical  Ethics,  read 
bj  Mr*  Allen,  of  Manchester,  before  the  Medical  Society 
of  that  town,  another  Society  is  in  course  of  organize* 
tioB  to  oariy  out  the  objects  contemplated  in  Mr. 
Allen's  paper. 

At  a  meeting  of  medical  men  on  the  2nd  of  August, 
Dr.  Radford  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutioos 
were  nnanimonsly  adopted :— > 

It  waa  proposed  by  Thomas  Dorriogton,  Esq.,  and 
seconded  by  I>r.  Aikenhead  :^ 
^  Thar  this  meeting  considers  It  desirable  to  form  a 
Society  to  b»  called  the  *  Manchester  Medico-Eihioal 
Association/  tbe  objecu  of  which  shall  be  to  soppori 
the  respectability  of  the  medical  profession,  and  promote 
good  feeling  amongst  its  members,  by  framing  and 
adopting  a  code  of  etiquette,  and  by  appointing  a 
goVeming  body  to  enforce  the  same,  arbitrate  upon 
disputed  points,  and  adopt  all  such  measures  as  appear 
best  calculated  to  effect  tbe  above  objects." 

Proposed  by  S.  Crompton,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  D. 

Noble,  Esq. : — 
"That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  Pro- 
visional Committee  for  the  purpose  of  framing  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Society,  and 
suggesting  a  code  of  etiquette  for  its  adoption,  viz.  :— 
Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley,  Dr.  Radford,  Dr.  Browne,  W.  J. 
Wilson,  Esq.,  D.  Noble,  Esq.,  S.  Crotnpton,  Esq.,  T. 
Dorrington,  Esq.,  T.  Nnrsaw,  Esq.,  T.  Mellor,  Esq., 
Dt.  Aikenhead,  and  R.  Allen,  Esq.' 


>* 


Proposed  by  Thomas  Nnrsaw,  Esq.,  and  seconded  bv 

D.  Lynch,  Esq.  :  — 

"That  the  ProTisional  Committee  shall  at  its  discre- 
tion convene  a  meeting  by  advertisement  of  the  members 
of  the  profession,  resident  in  Manchester  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  result  of 
their  labours,  constituting  the  Association,  and  electing 
the  oiScers  thereof.** 


iHtlntal  inuiliumtt. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Robert  Bentley,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,  has  been  appointed 
Lecturer  of  Botany  at  the  Medical  School  of  the 
London  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  £.  J.  Qoekatty 
deceased. 

Ilie  King  of  the  Belgians  has  created  M.  Orfila  an 
officer  of  the  Civil  order  of  Leopold. 

The  King  of  Denmark  hsa  conferred  the  Grand 
Crbtt  of  the  Order  of  Danebrog,  a  dignity  to  which 
it  attached  the  title  of  Ezoellency,  on  Baron  Berzelini. 


IRISH  MEDICAL  MEN. 

ThroBgh  th€  intervention  of  Dr.  Whatdty,  Ardi» 
bishop  of  Doblin,  the  aam  of  jfMM  hat  beta  giien 
from  the  amount  collected  in  thit  eonntry  for  tfaerdiaf 
of  Ireland,  towardt  a  fund  for  the  widows  and  orpbaat 
of  thoie  medical  men  who  fall  a  tacrifiee  throngh  their 
attendance  upon  ferer. 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

The  triennial  prize  of  jf300,  under  the  will  of  tbe 
late  Sir  Atdey  Cooper,  Bart.,  deceased,  Cor  the  jesr 
1847,  hat  been  awarded  by  the  physicians  aad  sorgeoaa 
of  Guy's  Hoapital,  to  Dr.  Richard  Halaban,  too  of  the 
late  Professor  tialahan,  of  tbe  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Ireland.  The  prize  was  given  for  the  best 
essay  on  the  Uset  and  Structure  of  the  Super-renal 
Captulet.  ^ 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Tbb  Jackoonian  Prizb. 

The  Council  of  the  College  of  Sorgeout  hive 
announced  that  tbe  subject  for  competition  amongst 
tbe  members  for  the  Jacksooton  Prize  for  the  ensuhig 
year  is  "  Diseases  of  the  Mammary  Gland,  Male  and 
Female,  and  the  Treatment  thereof.' 


»» 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates  Thnrtday,  July  22, 
1847  :->John  White  Bridgeman ;  Robert  Baker. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates  Thursday,  July 
29th.— James  Herbert  Budd,  Guildford  ;  Henry  Bate, 
Truro ;  William  Brook  Charles  Maxwell ;  Hugh 
Hastings,  Stockenchurch ;  Edw.  McDonnell,  Culenton 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  July  24th,  at  Saffron  Walden,  aged  38,  Thof. 
Mickley,  Esq. 

Lately,  at  Paris,  aged  52,  M.  Tezier,  Physician  to  the 
Household  of  hit  Majesty  the  King  of  the  French,  and 
Surgeon  to  the  National  Guard. 

At  Birmingham,  from  fever,  Henry  Bnnn,  Esq.,  oae 
of  the  District  Surgeons.  The  salary  of  the  office, 
which  Mr.  Bunn  had  only  held  six  months,  h£if^ 
ptr  onntttn .' 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  Mr.  B.F. 
Dehane;  Mr.  T.  C.  Girtin;  Dr.  C.  E.  H.Orpen; 
Mr.  T.  H.  Smith  ^  Mr.  Bartrum  ;  M.R.C.S.;  Dr. 
Pickford;  Mr.  A.  Prichard;  Dr.  W.  Gill  j  Dr.  J.  B- 
Warden ;  Dr.  Carlyon^  Mr.  R.  AUen. 

M.R.C.S.  nay  rett  attnied  tbat  the  atatmenl  is 
hit  letter  it  a&ogcther  tritboiU  foandailoiH  ^nd  if  lie 
will  favoor  nt  with  hit  name  and  nddret^  «e  will 
give  bias  belter  antitaeity  libaa  that  of  «ii 
informer  that  it  it  to. 
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THE  RETROSPECTIVE  ADDRESS, 

BIMVKftSO  AT  TRB  SIXTH   ANNIVBRSAKY   OF  THE 
ILBASZKO  PATHOLOOICAL  SOCISTY. 

BjEbwaM)  Wells,  M.D.,  Pbyticisn  to  the  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospitsl. 

{CoiUinued  from  pagt  398.) 

VII.— Fever, 

Os  the  30(h  oT  September,  184  G,  Mr.  Vinesread  s  paper 
(kikt  Epidemic  Fever  then  prevalent  in  Reading, — 
Mr.  Vines  said  his  situation  as  surgeon  to  two  large 
parabes  in  this  town,  as  well  as  to  tbe  Reading 
Dispensary,  independently  of  his  private  practice,  had 
fires  biin  more  ample  opportunities  of  obsemng  this 
epidemic  than  could  have  been  possessed  under  other 
cirnimstances.  His  observations  were  intended  to 
iaciude  tbe  period  of  tbe  last  twelve  months, — viz., 
from  the  Istof  September,  1845,  to  tbe  Utof  Septeaaber, 
1846.  Tbe  number  of  cases  which  came  under  his 
MMice  daring  this  period,  smoonted  to  30^.  The 
uuUesl  number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  months 
of  Jaoaary,  April,  and  June,  and  the  largest  number 
in  February,  July,  and  August.  The  number  of 
deaths  wiibin  the  same  period  amounted  to  twelre,  and 
of  these,  the  largest  number  was  in  the  months  of 
March,  July,  and  August,  which  corresponds  nearly  to 
the  periods  of  the  greatest  amount  of  cases.  According 
to  this  calculation,  the  average  proportion  of  deaths 
was  about  four  per  cent.  With  regard  to  the  localities  in 
vhieb  the  fever  prevailed,  the  most  den8e!y*popolated 
Bcighbonrhoods  were  not  always  the  most  prolific. 
Isolated  cases  have  occasiontilly  occurred  in  well-ven- 
tiUted  places,  but  in  these  instances  a  communica- 
tion has  been  generally  traced  with  individuals  or 
Wralities  previously  infected.  The  fever  prevailed 
*OBt  extensively  and  most  severely  at  the  east  end  of 
the  town,  along  the  river  Kennet.  Throughout  the 
visier  and  early  spring  months  determination  to  the 
palflionary  tissues  was  a  marked  coocomit^nt  of  the 
which  Mr.  Vines  thinks  is  attributable  to  the 
hMdms  and  damp  of  the  winter,  and  the  low  situation 
the  Kennet. 

The  fever    throughout    the   year,    was   gcnsrally 

by  debilit}*,  or  where  acvte  symptoms 

^  a  rapid  prostrttion  of  tbe  vital  powers  has 

tocreeded.    Hence  Mctdiiig  or  depletion  of 

Uad  km  been  scarcfdy  warrsBted  in  tbe  majority 

k    Tbm  ttild,  sootUng,  and  snpportwg  plmi 
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been  pv^aenf,  (which  was,  however,  rarely  the  case,) 
the  saline  aperients  with  occasionally  a  dose  of  castor 
oil,  tbe  Liq.  Ammonis  AceUtis,  the  Nitrate  of  Potass, 
and  Carbooaie  of  Soda,  had  been  freely  administered. 
Wh^ie  diarrhceahas  existed,  the  Bicarbonate  of  Potass, 
Gum  Acacic,  Sp.  i£theris  Nitrici,  and  Ipeeaeaanba, 
were  given.  Tbe  tcndernew  of  the  bowels  rarely 
required  leeches ;  blisters  and  niusUrd  poultices  were 
generally  sufficient,  with  small  doses  of  HydrMiynia 
cum  Creta  frequently  repeated.  In  ooioatance  has 
calooijl  been  given  to  affect  the  system.  Tbe  paio 
of  the  head  was  generally  relieved  by  a  blister  at  tbe 
nape  of  the  neck.  In  a  few  caaes  eshibiting  a  t}*phoid 
aspect,  quinine,  opiates,  and  port-wine,  freely  adminis- 
tered,  were  found  of  great  utility. 

In  conclttdon,  Mr.  Vines  stated  that  the  effects 
produced  in  the  present  epidemic  have  been  principally 
upon  the  macoos  membranes.     Tbe  whole  mucous- 
tissues  of  the  respiratory  and  digestive  organs  have 
been  in  turn  affected :  at  one  time  the  lining  mem- 
brafie  of  tbe  throat   and   fauces;    at   another,    the 
bronchial  membrane ;  and  latterly,  thegastro-intestiosl 
canal   has  beeo   more   particularly  the   seat  of  the* 
morbid  process ;  and  the  extent  to  which  these  different- 
tissues  have  been  diseased,  has  modified,  in  a  certain* 
degree,  the  severity  of  the  fever,  and  produced  socb 
re-action  on  the  nervous  system,  as  tended  materiall^r 
to  favourable  or  faul  results. 

Mr.  Vines  illustrated  these  views  of  the  constitution 
of  tbe  epidemic  by  appropriate  cases,  which  I  regret 
not  to  have  room  for  inserting. 

When  Mr.  Vines  read  this  paper  in  September,  the 
epidemic  was  at  iu  intensity.  His  report,  however, 
ceased  with  tbe  first  day  of  that  month,  after  which 
time  he  found  the  fever  to  become  more  fatal;  so 
that  taking  tbe  cases  from  January,  1846,  to  January, 
1847,  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  his  practice  was  five 
per  cent,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  cases. 

Upon  examining  the  records  of  the  Dispensary,  with- 
a  view  to  ascerUin  the  mortality  of  the  late  epidemic^ 
I  find  that  from  June  to  December,  (both  inclosiw,} 
155  eases  ot  fever  were  treated,  of  which  fifteen,  or 
about  ten  per  cent.,  died.  These  cases  were  distributed 
throttgh  the  seven  months  in  the  following  manner, 
showing  a  pupgiestive  increase  sod  diminution  in  their 
nnmber:--Jone,6;  July,  21;  August,  40;  September, 
48;  Uctnber,  24;  November,  7;  December,  9. 

Seguilit  tf  Fner.^At  a  corollary  to  tbe  above 
iotcresting  tcMoitt  of  ow  epidemic,  I  nay  mention » 


450 


RBtRbSPBCnVB  ADDRESS. 


that  OD  the  3nl  of  March,  1847,  Mr.  Watford  relMod 
the  case  of  a  child,  vrfaich  be  bad  treated  for  fever  in 
tbe  first  ioatance,  but  in  the  coarw  of  a  few  da^a  the 
bead  tymptoms  became  so  prominent,  that  he  began 
to  doabt  whether  disease  of  the  brain  Was  nqt  tbe 
primary  affection.  He  daily  expected  tbe  child  to 
die,  but  dtarrboea  with  green  stoob  set  in»  with  relie^ 
to  the  head,  and  she  afterwards  got  belter.  Some 
time  afterwards  extreme  pain  of  the  knee  aod  hip 
came  on.  which  could  not  be  .aocooeted  for*.  The 
child  still  continued  to  suffer  from  tbe  hip,  with  all 
the  symptoms  of  morbus  coxas.  .t, 

Mr.  Harrinson  stated  that  the  father  oif  the  child 
had  suffered  in  th«  same  way. 

Your  reporter  mentioned  that  daring  tbe  late 
epidemic,  a  case  similar  in  some  respects  to  Mr. 
WalFord's  had  fallen  under  his  notice.  A  boy,  five 
years  of  age,  was  convalesced t  from  typhoid  ferer, 
when  be  complained  of  severe  pain  in  tbe  hip  and 
knee,  chiefly  in  the  latter;  he  was  quite  unable  to 
walk  in  consequence.  Some  incipient  disease  of  the 
hip'joint  was  at  first  suspected,  but  by  rest  and  tonics 
it  had  gradually  and  entirely  recovered.       -  '^^'  ■  * 

.     .   ; 
Abscesses  in  Scarlatina.'^ At  the  same  meeting  Dr. 

Cowan  mentioned  the  case  of  a  lady  who  sofferetl  from 

acarlatiua;  abscesses  formed   in  the   tegs,  shQuldem, 

and  beneath  the  mamiua,  which  were  opened.     She 

was  then  in  a  satisfactory  state. 

Cnup  in  MeasleM.'^On  tbe  name  evening  alio  Mr. 
Walford  exhibited  the  larynx  of  a  child  who  bad  died 
of  croup,  which  superrened  some  time  afterineasles. 
The  chords  vocales  were  very  mach  thickened.  Mr. 
Walford  considered  the  chief  interest  of  tbe  apectnie n 
•roae  from  the  connection  between  cronp  and  measles. 

*  VIII.— Surgical  Disbasbs. 

Tbe  proudest  boast  of  modern  surgery  it*  that  it 
shines  more  in  the  skill,  with  which  it  preserves  the 
injured  parts  of  tbe  body,  than  which  it  formerly  dis- 
played in  their  removal.  This  remark,  perhaps,  applies 
more  truly  to  the  extremities  than  to  any  other  (Upi.nion 
of  the  human  fabric.  Limba  which  some  time  back 
would  hare  been  doomed  to  immediate  amputation,  for 
compound  fractures  and  other  injuries,  are  now  not  only 
preserved,  but  rendered  as  serviceable  as  ever  to  their 
owners.  Still  it  is  too  often  found*  even  at  tbe  present 
day,  that  the  non-union  of  bones  after  fractures  drives 
patients  to  submit  to  the  loss  of  a  limb,  in  preference 
to  keeping  it  as  a  useless  and  troublesome  appendage. 
Any  operation,  therefore,  which  is  calculated  to  over- 
come this  difficulty,  i«  well  worthy  of  onr  attention, 
and  1  have  much  pleasure  in  bringing  before  the 
notice  of  this  Society  the  following  aucc^ssfnl  instance 

of  such  a  result ; — 

♦ 

Operation  for  Unumied  Fracttare  <ff  the  ForearM.'— 
On  the  5th  oi  August,  1846,  Mr.  May  fnfrocluc^d  to 
the  Society  the  patient  upon  whom  he  had  some  time 
previously  aiiccessfuHy  operated  by  excision  for  an 
untmited  fracture  of  the  ndiua  and  ulna. 

All  accouhi  of  this  Case  has  alidad/  beea  pabQihed 
by  Mr.  May  in  the  Medical  GaxeUe  »•  it  will  not,  there- 
fore, be  coHttdered  neoettary  to  repeat  it  in  thia  place. 


Soffiee  it  to  say,  that  the  sangniae  aaticipatimt  oC 
success,  which  Mr.  May  had  from  the  first  eBtertsinel» 
were  satisfactorily  proved  to  tbe  members  of  this 
Society  to  have  ensued  from  the  operation.  PMet 
bony  union  had  taken  plaoa,  aad  tbe  oMUum  of  the 
hand,  which  many  had  aoppottd  irreooverably  losl; 
was  already  to  a  certaio  cxteol  icgataed,  aad  Ihoe 
was  reason  to  hope  would  BtM  be  niaeh  improved. 

At  our  last  meeting,  (May  2fitk«)  Mr.  May  stattd 
that  this  case  was  still  progressing  very  favowably.iBA 
that  be  bad  every  reason  to  anticipate  thai  the  asa 
would  ultimately  regain  the  entire  use  of  the  Unb. 

I  need  not  recall  to  your  recollectiona  that  Brodie^ 
in  fats  recent  lectures  on  Surger}*,  has  uilefed  sa  - 
anathema  against  tbia  Operation,  which  be  says  "as 
surgeon  with  a  mederatt  sham  of  prvdenca  wrnU 
perfom.*'  if  is  therefore  of  the  highest  issportaaes 
that  its  merits  should  be  tested  in  the  cracible  of 
experience,  and  that  each  successful  case  aad  esoh 
failure  should  be  recorded.  * 

Dreaiment  of  Bums. — TIte  variety  in  the  kiads 
of  applications  which' hate  been  recommeaded  by 
surgeons  to  burnt  surfaces,  would  lead  one  to  sap- 
pose  that  they  were  not  yet  quite  satisfied  with 
those  in  general  use,  and  that  there  was  stilt  roosi 
for  some  suggestions  with  respect  to  them.  Attheui];h 
your  reporter  himself  would  venture  to  believe  tint 
sciri^eons  have  be(*n  too  much  on  the  look  est 
for  spteijtc'fffeete  in  the  vartoos  applications  used 
in  the  treatment  of  burna,  and  that  they  should  be 
rather  treated  on  general  principles,  yet  as  he  knows 
that  great  success  has  in  many  instances  followed  Mr. 
Bulley*8  plan  of  treating  these  cases,  he  has  nach 
pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  h  paper  on  this 
subject,  which  was  read  before  this  Society  on  the 
3rd  of  Fehruar)',  1847.  Mr.  Bulley  stated  tbst 
he  had  introduced  this  mode  of  treatment  to  tbe 
notice  of  the  profession,  and  that  it  had  met  with 
the  approbation  of  all  those  of  his  medical  brethren 
who  had  made  use  of  it.  Out  of  six  cases  of  bami 
which  had  been  brought  into  this  bospital  dariof 
tbe  Isst  six  months,  three  died ;  the  survivors  weca 
treated  with  the  treacle  dressing.  The  plan  adopted 
is  to  steep  cloths  in  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  trencleto 
two  of  water,  and  apply  them  over  the  burnt  surface. 
He  attributed  the  beneficial  results  of  this  mode  of 
treatment  to  the  prevention  of  those  metastssis  of 
infiammation  to  internal  orgaus  which  were  so  liable 
to  take  place  after  severe  burns.  It  i^hould  be  applied 
warm,  (at  a  temperature  of  S8^.)  He  attributed  its 
remedial  power  to  ft^rmentation  which  takes  place  in 
the  treacle.  Be  bad  found  that  anything  produdsg 
cold  renders  the  liability  to  metastasis  greater. 

I  may  state,  that  on  the  2ad  of  December  last,  Uri 
P,  Bulley  had  exhibited  a  patient  who  had  had  cxteaiive 
horns  of  the  arms,  neck,  chest»  &e.  They  had  beea 
treated  with  the  treacUdrusmgt  and  were  then  aeMf 
healed. 

In  (be  diseosiioDOB  tbe  saljeet^  Mr.  VineemeBlii 
aeasA  where  a  patient  was  auffertog  froas 
pains  of  tbe  legs,  and  had  been  treated  by  ei 
moB  in  nuriooa  iraya  vitboiu  reliel^  wbea  aa  old  ■mt 
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ia  treacle  for  some  days,  whicb  procured  him  complete 
relief.  He  therefore  thought  there  was  some  sedatire 
iofluence  in  the  treacle. 

.Ftminn  ^/AaCSfaoM^.— Oo  th«  lOthof  Jane,  18^/ 
Mr*  F.  Bsllcy  stated  that  he  had  uoder  bis  charge' In 
the  floqiilal,  a  aan^  whose  cUFide  had  been  fnctui^fl 
in  Cht  effoit  oC  mmriog.  The  fracture  was  situated' 
Bear  the  acrosiial  pkt>ccss.  There  was  bat  slight 
disptecement.  Tbe  fractured  bone  was  kept  in  stto, 
bjr  a  strong  buffalo-leather  splint,  covered  with  adhesfte 
plaster,  and  bound  down  by  straps  of  eraplastram' 
yeborans,  wbicbi  with  a  pad  in  the  asHla»  and  tbe  arUis 
bonad  to  the.  sidcv  he  geneniHy  finde  aaocesi^l.  Mr. 
BvUof^  also  nses  this  leather  in  cases  of.  fra^uK 
of- tbe  sediua  near  tbe  wrist  with  great  advantage. 

.Dv%  Bradshaw  remarked  that  the  leather  splints 
poiie— dan  advantage  orer  those  made  with  pasteboard, 
in  not  occasioaing  that  irritation  of  the  skin  which  wki 
Hrequeatly  produced  by  the  latter,  owing  to  the  pitch 
or  tar  contained  in  them. 

ffemia  qf  iJke.  Stomach, — At  the  same  meeting  Mr. 
Harrinson  presented,  to  tbe  Society  a  rough  cf^ipf^ 
the  upper  portion  of  tbe  abdomen  of  a  man,  whose 
case  he  thus  related  :— While  walking  along  the  street 
•the  man  was  seized  with  a  violent  rigor  and  such  exces- 
sive pain  that  he  fell  to  the  ground  He  ha.d,  however, 
recovered  before  Mr.  Harrinson  got  to  him.  The 
canse  of  his  sufferings  remained  unexplained  for  three 
or  four  days,  when  Mr.  Harrinson  discovered  a  small 
tumottr  in  tbe  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  to  the  left 
-of  the  left  rectus  muscle,  which  disappeared  on 
pressure,  and  dilated  on  coughing.  It  appeared  to  be 
hernia  of  the  stomach,  for  if  it  were  the  celon,  it 
would  hardly  have  produced  so  great  an  amount  of 
sufferiog.  It  did  not  require  any  treatment  beyond 
the  roecbanical  support  of  a  truss  to  prevent  it  from 
protruding,  and  it  was  chiefly  with  a  view  to  inquire 
what  Apparatus  was  best  adapted  for  the  purpose,  thet. 
Mr.  Harrinson  brought  tbe  case  forward, 

Mr.  F.  BuUey  stated  that  there  was  an  appacafu», 
invented  by  Weiss,  consisting  of  a  circle  of  ivory 
adjusSfMi  by  a  spring  and  a  belt,  for  umbilical  hernia, 
wbidi  be  thought  might  suit  this  case. 

IX.—DisEAsrs  OF  TBK  SkiIT. 

^Wtnoirw.— Oq  the '30th  of  September,  1846,  your 
reporter  exhibited  to  the  Society  three  female  children 
from  Padworth  who  are  albinos,  of  the  respective 
ages  of  seven  and  five  years,  and  of  nine  months.  The 
complexion  of  the  father  was  brown,  and  the  mother 
darjc.  The  eldest  boy,  nine  years  of  age,  was  of  the 
same  brown  complexion  as  bis  father,  and  so  was  the 
second  boy,  three  years  of  age.  The  two  elder  girls 
were  unable  to  bear  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  could 
only  see  objects  when  very  close  to  the  eye.  The 
mother  had  borne  six  children ;  her  first^b^m,  a  female, 
was  likewise  an  albino;  and  died  at  the  age  of  four 
days.  *  The  'lbre«  surviving  girls  were  very  {.liable  to 
bowel  comptaioti. 

X.— STATiwnos. 
On  tbe  leeond  of  September,  184€|  Mr.  May  read 


occurred  in  his  practice  between  Aogast,  1845,  anA 
August,   1846,    in    which    the  modes  of  death  ari^ 
arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  oeeorred,-^*«i 
apncea,  asthenia,  coma,  &e.     This  table*  hae  mlref»Sf'* 
appeared  in  the  Medical  Oazettt,  aad  ie  tbmntan- 
probably  familiar  to  yon  all. 

^  I  dave  now,  gentlemen,  gone  through  all  tbe  ease* 
which  have  come  under  our  notice  during  the  past 
year.    You  will,  I  trust,  agree  with  me  in  thinkial|g'' 
that  many  of  them  possess  great  interest;  and  shonld* 
their  recapitnlatien  have  proved  wearisome  to  yon  oai  < 
the  pnsent  occasion,  the  b!aa»e»  I  fear«  attaches  to 
yonr  reporter.    If  to  aome  X  may  hare  appeared  tea. 
prolix,  the  best  Apology  I  oao:  offer:  yon  U  the  ansietjr 
I  have  lelt  todo  full  juatice  to  every  member  of  the 
Society. 

The  great  length  to  which  this  address  baa  extended^ 
will  prove  that  we  have  not  had  to  complain  of  wblj 
lack  of  materials  for  discussion  since  our  last  anniver- 
sary; still  we  cannot  but  remark  that  we  have  mainlf 
depended  upon  the  presentation  of  morbid  speeinent^ 
and  that  independently  of  those  epecimeos,  very  fesp* 
papers  have  been  read  dnring  tbe  paat  year.  Now^ 
though  I  by  no  means  wish  to  detract  from  Ih* 
ioterast  and  iostruction  which  is  to  be  found  ia 
the  recital  of  cases  which  have  terminated  fatally^, 
and  in  the  examination  of  the  organic  changes 
which  have  resulted  from  disease,  still  there  in 
an  equally  important  class  of  disorders,  which  do 
not  ordinarily  go  on  to  a  fatal  termination,  and  of 
which  we  never  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  the 
morbid  alterations  npon  ibis  table.  Such  disorders 
at  present  seldom  conne  under  oar  notiee ;  And  yet  no 
one  can  doubt  that  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  it  is  of 
much  more  value  to  the  practitioner  to  treat  sttpeesa*. 
fully  the  curable  diseases,  than  to  be  learned  in  thtt . 
pathology  of  those  which  are  unfortunately  incurable. 
i  would  (herefore  venture  to  suggest  that  some  means 
be  adopted  for  securing  at  each  of  our  meetinga  the 
reading  of  a  paper,  and  I  feel  assured  that  no  member 
will  decline  to  take  bis  turn,  which  cannot  comft 
more  than  once  a  year. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  it  onlyremaina  for  roe  to- 
thank  you  for  the  patience  with  whtcli  you  have  liatened* 
to  this,  I  fear  too  lengthy,  address,  ar.d  to  express  a> 
hope  that  each  succeeding  yesr  may  produce  a  reporter 
more  worthy  of  your  Society. 
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By  Robert  Hutchinson  Poweli.,  M.D.,  Tunbridgft 

Wells. 

(Read  at  ihe  Annual  Ifeetlng  of  the  Sootb-Basten  Branch 
of  t:ie   Provincial  Medcal    aad  Surgical  Assodatlea^' 
held  at  Raigate,  Jase  SStfa,  1847.) 


It  is'pMposed  in  tMe  paper  to  notiee  briefly  sove  oC> 
the  More  freqfeentcMwes  end  modes  of  actions»  with  thm 
prineiples  of  ireaMnent  perCalain^tOy  eertainfnnetaoMl' 
def^uigemeati  of  the  hepatic  syatea;  but  the  hmUt^ 
vitfaitt  whifih  I  an  aeecMffily  cooAaid,  will  frefeat 
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apT  attMBpl  M  diriiMNi  into  dittioet  hends.  la  icy 
If owriu  I  wottld  merely  indicate  tlioie  dynemiciil 
eflSeetaone  cooMBOaiy  knowa  •■  **  biliout  conplaiett," 
uwtfgt  ao  far  ee  the  the  iiver  U  ia  fault,  moet  probably 
ftMk  iacveaaed  aad  dtrmged  excretton,  aad  a  aligliUy 
ifUitM mmdkiiom  ofthehUeb  beiiig eeeioinfly produced 
by  thoae  iMirbafie  iBfloeaeea  aobaeqaently  to  be  mm* 
tiooed.  Saeh  inqviriea  will  not  be  deemed  obtmaire, 
when  we  recollect  the  frequency  of  biliary  disorder  in 
thia^-«o  to  speak^agre  of  bile,  and  the  daily  reference 
flpade  to  medkal  men  for  explanation  of,  and  relief 
liooi»  ita  dee  concomitantly  which,  from  thia  continued 
discoiaCort,  make  evcr]r«day  exiaience  far  from  tranquil. 
We  shall  take  a  rapid  fiance  at  the  anatomical  and 
phyalological  relations  of  the  lirer. 

The  intimate  anatomical  atmctare  of  the  liver  is  by 
no  means  satisfactorily  determined,  notwithstanding 
the  minute  attention  bestowed  on  it.  I  shall  not 
pause  to  describe  the  most  recent  statcOfents,  but 
merely  remark  that  it  may  be  considered  the  largest 
glandnUr  organ  in  the  frame,  supplied  with  a  numerous 
and  complicated  vascular  apparatus*  and  nerrous 
fibrils;  and  the  secreting  structure  being  arranged  in 
lobnles,  the  aggregate  acint»  dtc,  endowed  with  fonc* 
thma  highly  important  to  the  animal  economy.  It 
will  be  of  consequence  to  bear  in  mind  the  anatomicsl 
relations  of  the  liver,  especially  of  its  ducts,  to  adjoining 
viscera,  as  from  these  will  be  found  to  arise  many 
aonrces  of  biliary  derangement. 

The  profession  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  modem 
notions .  held  by  physiologists  as  to  the  functions 
performed  by  the  liver,  and  the  uses  of  the  biliary 
secretion  to  the  economy.  Of  these  the  moat  important 
are  aai^  to  be  the  production  of  a  secretion  indispens* 
able  to  life.  Recent  and  numerous  experiments  by 
Schwann  have  incootestibly  proved  this,  although  con- 
traiy  opinions  have  been  advanced  by  others.  Tbe 
•immediate  end  subserved  appears  to  be, — the  abstrac- 
tion from  tbe  blood  of  a  fluid  uking  an  important 
part  in  digestion  and  respiration,  and  tbe  expulsion 
from  tbe  system  of  the  debris  of  its  tissues  i  its  chief 
conatitoent  being  an  organic  compound,  consisting, 
aecoffdiag  ro  Onmas,  of  carbon,  63.5,  +  hydrogen 
9*5,  •*•  nitrogen  3.3,  oxygen  and  sulphur,  23.9 ; 
the  last  constituent  being  a  non-oxidized  body,  goes 
i§r  to  prove  its  important  office  in  respiration. 

ChemisU  of  the  highest  repute  differ  with  respect 
to  thia  compound ;  Berzelins  maintains  it  to  be  bilin, 
a  neutral  body  united  with  soda,  probably  like  albumen ; 
Gmelin,  biliary  sugar;  Thenard,  picromel  a  resineus 
anbataace;  Liebig  and  Demar^y  conceive  it  to  be 
an  oily  add— the  choleic,  united  with  soda.  The 
dtscrepaacieaseem  to  arise  from  tho  Utter  anthocitSea 
dBglwtwg  to  cznmiAe  rsemt  bilt,  aa  poiattd  ovt 
by  Benelins,  decoropoaitioD  oecniri^g  with  facility. 
OMneaddisrendilydocompoaed  byvarionare^agtDCa, 
•cMt  ud  ayoriiat  ginog  ritt  to  aew  co»pomdi» 


hence  probably  the  diiference  of  opinion  aa  to  the  rtaP 
cotttcithtion  of  the  bile.  It  coosista,  according  to 
BerzeliuB,  of  abont  7i  per  cent,  of  aolid  matter,  In  the 
proportion  of,— bilin  5.0 ;  chloride  of  sodium,  lactate 
of  soda  and  alcoholic  extractive  matter  1.5;  alkaline 
salphatet,  phoapbates,  witli  extfactive>  iniohible  in 
alcohol  0.43;  mncns  find  cholesterine  0.20;  water 
making  np  the  remainder. 

According  to  Schnltz,  the  quantity  of  bile  secreted 
is  oonsiderable,  but  its  exact  aoioant  has  not  been 
determined.  Disease  appears  to  alter  its  composition 
remarkably,  the  solid  constituents  being  doubled, 
thotfat  and  colouring  matter  undergoing  the  most 
^oeaiorksble  increase,  the  ssline  ingredients  being 
diminished.  The  bite  appeal  a,  according  to  the  re* 
searches  of  Boncbardat,  to  aid  digestion  only  by 
fumishiog  soda  for  tbe  saponification  of  the  fatty 
ingesta ;  but  Plainer  conceives  this  to  be  quite 
secpndsry  and  subsidiary  to  the  liberation  of  bilifellinic 
acid,  which  combines  with  the  elements  of  food,, 
thereby  preventing  that  decomposition  and  lots  of 
its  nutritive  properties  which,  he  asserts,  would 
othcfrwise  ensue.  Tiiee  conclusions  need  confirma* 
tion<  '  The  effect  of  bile  in  augmenting  the  peri- 
staltic action  of  the  intestines  is  well  known,— an 
effect  probably  induced  by  its  saline  constituents,  as, 
except  the  colouring  matter,  the  other  biliary  ingredeoU 
are  found  in  health  to  have  disnppeared  from  the  fseces 
when  chemically  examined ;  thisdisappe8rance,althoogh 
contrary  to  the  commonly  received  notiona,  clearly 
proves  tbe  important  and  necessary  office  subserved 
by  certain  constituents  of  the  biliary  fluid  in  respire* 
tioa.  Tbe  excrements  of  serpents  being  bnt  slightly 
coloured  would  seem  to  confirm  this  view.  We  shsll 
now  revert  to  the  more  immediate  object  of  this  paper. 

The  popular  opinion  with  respect  to  the  frequency  of 
biliary  disorder,  as  arising  from  indigestion,  iscerUinly 
well  founded ;  the  operations  ensuing  on  the  introduc- 
tion of  ingesta  into  the  alimentary  canal,  are  so  in- 
timately related,  both  anatomically  and  physiologically, 
with  the  liver,  as  to  render  the  commnnication  of 
deranged  action  from  the  former  to  the  latter  highly 
probable.  In  fact,  disorder  in  one  organ  cannot  long 
continue  without  implicating  others,  such  is  the 
beantifttl  harmony  existing  in  the  humsn  mechanism. 
Indigestion,  aa  resulting  from  biliMry  disorder,  is 
likewise  observed  in  the  present  instance;  itaballbe 
our  care  to  search  out  the  functional  derangement 
6rst  causing  deviation  from  healthy  action;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  that  regard  is  had  to  the  several  fane- 
tiooai  to  direct  our  special  attention  to  that  aberration 
first  in  order,  if  such  can  be  traced.  Tbe  difficulty 
of  drawing  a  line  of  demarcation  between  gaatric  and 
bepatie  derangement  is,  very  likely,  the  reason  why 
both  states  have  been  conaidered  together  by  many 
systessatic  writers;  for  practical  reasons,  however, 
both  will  require  sepanilcooiiiiden:ioD  ia  the  majority 
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•«f  dyspeptic  or  bilioiu  compkintt.     The  fttncUooal 

deiMigeBieot  formiog  tbc  subject  of  this  paper,  is 

probably  attended  by  aa   increased,  and  someirbat 

altered  biliary  secretion,  the  excretion  of  wbich  ia  both 

retarded,  and  in  part  inflected*  from  it>  uaiial  ooiicse. 

Tbe  experiments  of  Dr.  Beaunontt  wbo  found  re* 

gorgication  of  bile  into  tbe  stomacU  under  certain 

circDOMtances  to  wbich  we  will  rerert, — the  aweet 

taste  experienced  in  the  fauces,  very  likely  ariaiiig 

from  the  presence  of  glycynin  in  the  blood,  which 

4s  excreted  from  the  bnccal  mucous  membrane  on. 

sncb  occasions, — the  constipation  uaually  attending, — 

ss  well. as  tbe  iosalivation,  acidity,  nausea,  and  ejection 

of  bile  ^by  romiting,  go  far  towards  establishing  thia 

-conclusion.     Premising  thus  far,  we  proceed  to  in* 

restigate  the  causes  and  nature  of  thia  departure  front 

healthy  action  in  the  lirer. 

Tbat  the  food  ingested  exerts  a  marked  iofioence 
^Ter  the  bile,  is  a  matter  of  common  observation; 
lean  animal   fibre  seems  least  likely  to  tax  unduly 
the  biliary  function;  all  carbo-hydrogen  substances, 
alcoholic  liquids,  and  fat  in  particular,  evidently  cause 
an  increased  secretion  of  bile.    The  total  amount  of 
food,  if  used  in  excess,  may  likewise  have  a  similar 
eifect,  either  from  the  presence  of  those  artidea  of 
food  just  mentioned,  or  from  the  morbid  erythism  set 
up  in  the  stomach  and  duodenum,  which,  being  pro* 
pagated  to  the  biliary  apparatus,  causes  misdirection 
of  its  proper  secretion,  at  the  same   time  tbat  its 
elementa  exist  in  the  blood  in  unusual  quantity.    The 
anti-peristnltic  action  of  the  bowels  is  probably  but  a 
seqnel  and  symptom  of  this  stale  of  things ;  confined 
howeHa,   at   first  an  effect,  ■  subsequently  becomes  a 
secondary  cause  of,  derangement.    But  adverting  to 
tlie  less-recognized  or  more  obscure  causes  of  biliary 
derangement,    repeated  •  observation  Ims  led  me   to 
attribute,  in  many  cases,  its  production  to  atmospheric 
influence — a  cause  familiar  to  most  persons,  but  the 
manner  of  its  operation .  not  being  sufficiently  under- 
stood.     A   predisposition  to  be  affected    from  tbis 
source,  whether  congenital  or  acquired,  is  increased 
by  the  nerro-birtous,  known  as  the  choleric  tempera- 
ment, which  renders  the  individual  of  tbis  conforoui- 
tion    very  susceptible    to   all   atmosiiheric  changes. 
Life  being  beyond  certain  limits,  antagonistic  to  ex- 
ternal forces,  its  relative  a^tivJty  will  determine  tbe 
amonnt  of  resistance  of  tbe  vital  powers  to   those 
agencies.      Changes  of   temperature,    its  excess  or 
diminution,  by  depressing  the,  nervous  influences,  are 
well-knotrii  causes  of  biliary  disorder.    Heat  also  acta 
on  the  liver  by  checking  respiration,  and  consequently, 
the  carbonic  acid  exhaled,  thereby  compelling  other 
organs   to   take  on    supplementary  action,  the  liver 
being  the  principal  emuncfcory.    Cold,  if  not  intense, 
nod  if  nneccompanied  with  humidity,  does  not  seem  to 
iMve  macb  tendency  to  overload  the  hepatic  vesseb; 
Tatlier   otherwise,  especially  from  respiration  being 


retndered  nwre  acdfie.  Bet  atasosphcrio  himiditf^ 
pftiticiikrly  wheD  nncombiaed  with  the  air,  OMist  have 
a  DOxioBS  tnfliMoce,  either  by  eheckiog  eacvatieii  end 
exhalalioe  fson  the  skin  and  Inagt,  or  by  leselvieg  itti 
agency  into  that  of  the  elteadent  negatively  eleetrie 
cenditioA  of  the  atoMapbese^  wbieb  optmtca  mofe 
readily  on  the  system  when  the  sdr  Is  svrelierge# 
witbrnoistete.  Moreover,  heat  and  cold  are  invariahlf 
atteeded  with,  if  cot  caused  by,  a  cbaoge  in  the 
alaeiiieal  state  of  that  medium  '^in  which  we  live,  aad 
ncierei  and  have  our  being,"  aad  probably  bestexptase 
tbisi  its  agency  on  the  system :  when  4-  (plos)  the  nerrsor 
and  vasooUr  .system  acting  well,-~e«/sris  pmitm^ 
wbea  —  (minu^  all  the  fnnttieBS  of  tbe  frame  beeeaw 
torpid,  the  liver  being  peealisrly  liable  t»inaetioB  from 
its  sixe,  situation,  and  vascularity.  Iliere  can  be  u€f 
doabt  that  much  remains  Co  be  determined  ander  thie* 
head,  and  principles  of  treatment  constructed  with 
sefcseoee  to  its  important  bearing  on  vital  action.  The 
eleetrlcal  state  of  tbeatmospbere  influences  the  hepatie 
circulation,  primarily  or  directly,  by  dimintsbing  ner^ 
vous  action  generally;  and  indirectly,  by  indaciag^ 
barometrical  states  of  the  air  effecting  inadequate 
pressnre  on  tbe  snrfaee. 

Now,  in  the  disordet  under  consideration,  tbe  qean- 
tity  of  bile  secreted  seems  to  be  augmented,  obstmctloii 
of  the  systemic  circulation  seemingly  fAvooring  this  by 
retarding  the  mass  of  blood  passing  through  the  portal* 
vessels,  thus  determining  a  relative  increase  of  eke- 
trieal  influence. 

Closely  related  to  the  electric  condition  of  the 
atmoephere,  is  its  magnetic  state;  this  most  exert 

« 

an  i«i>ortanC  inflaence  on  the  frame,  as  there  are 
the  best  reasons  for  attributing  all  its  changes  to 
chemical  action,  tbe  result  of  its  polarity,  or  generally 
of  its  magnetic  properties.  The  electro-magnetic 
force^  which  appears  to  ptoduce  increased  biliary 
searetsen  from  the  liver,  seems  likewise  Co  determine 
a  similar  result  in  tbe  stomach  of  its  nonnal  acid 
secretion,— the  li^r  representing  the  negative,  the 
stomach  the  positive,  pole.  We  find  this  view  explana* 
Cory  of  tbe  increased  secretion  of  acid  constantly 
attending  biliary  disorders,  to  which  we  shall  presently 
advert.  The  magnetic  currents  accompanying  certaia 
winds  may  also  strongly  affect  the  system ;  the  liver»' 
from  its  siae  and  office,  giving  most  evident  tokens  of 
ita  fbsturbance.  Again,  lunar  influence  probably 
alters 'the  magnetic  state  of  the  atmosphere  which. 
rttfCa  on -the  animal  fabric.  Cloudy  weather,  notori- 
ously a  cause  of  biliary  derangement,  Is  componndedl' 
of  maay agencies  in  relation  to  the  system;  bat  ita 
cotacoatftaat'  eleelro-magaetle  conditions,  prodoeed' 
in  part  by  tbe  inserroptibn  of  light,  are  the  mast 
inportaac* 

Another  very  fveqeent  cavse  of  biliary  dteorder 
arises  from  deranged  aatrition,  whereby  tbe  motire 
powers  are  daraiaished  and  digcslioa  interfered  withs 
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and  mit-direcUoQ  of  biliary  temtion 
f  Bsuiag  is  eoDteqiMBce.  Of  this  more  mmhi.  AlUed 
to  the  noxiovs  iBflttenoe  of  heat^  neglect  0S  tjfmvi» 
IMy  be  BientioQed.  Sleep,  eapecially  in  autamii/  aeU 
im  the  Miae  iPay»— namely,  by  undnly  taxinfc  the 
hUiify  loectioBf  ooaMquent  to  checked  respiration. 
PepneHug  pmsiesa  probably  act  in  a  linUar  mannei'  > 
ts  do  mental  eoMlMs  getterally, 
•  Tbe  last  sonrce  of  biliary  derangement  wbieh  1  shall 
notice  b  gastric  irritation.  This  state  being  constantly 
accompanied  with  acidity  of  tbe  stomach*  aolio^  Jfr 
diverts  the  flow  of  bile  to  it.  The  reeent  ezperimeiyls 
of  M.  Bernard,  confirm  those  of  Dr.  Beaomont»  as  to 
this  ooenrrence.  Here  we  see  a  beantifol  proTirion.ol 
JfUtm*  fmatrfted,  and  running  into  an  abnormal  pva* 
^es^S  for  atthoogh  intended  to  neutralize  the  free  acid 
^  the  .sfomeeh,  it  seta  np  farther  irritation,  and 
coders,  its  contents  indigestible.  PUtner  has  shown 
Ij^t  when  bile  ftowf  into  the  stomach,  doable  decom* 
poeitipn  ensnes,  its  soda  uniting  with  the  gi^Hric  acid| 
the  acid  with  which  the  soda  was  pveviensly  uoltcdv 
forming  with  bilin  bilifelliDic  acid,  which  eombincs  with 
'the  pfoteine  compounds  present,  rendering  them  iodi- 
Ipstible,  and  conBcquently,  a  source  of  continued  dis- 
tarbance.  Pepsin,  tbe  organic  principle  of  tbe  gastric 
Juice,  is  rendered  inert  in  the  same,  manner*  and  by 
jfeutxalianng  .the  /ree  Acid  of  the  atoinach,  it  loses  its 
digestire  properties,  on  elUuininous  matter.  Tins 
<}btains,  according  to  tlie  latter  experiment,  more  par- 
ticularly if  bile  be.  p resept.  At.  tbe  eommencemeot  of 
'  digestion.  In  fact,  morbid  sensibility  .of  the  ^sir|c 
ipB|»vs  membrane,  however  induced^  will  solicit  a  dow 
of  bile  into  the  stoaoacb. 

,  The  immediate  eifect  and  mode  of  operation  of  all 
.  t)ktat  causes  may  be  referred  to  regurgitant  bile  in  tbe 
stomach;  hence,  after  effecting  abnormal  changes,  the 
remainder  is  absorbed  into,  the  torrent  of  the  circula- 
tion,*-^ffects  greatly  aggrarating,  if  not  giving  rise  to, 
the  characteristic  symptoms  of  bilious  complaia€rhea|dn 
9^^f  nausea,  deranged  secretions,  coldness,  and  geiietal 
^eryous  depression.  But  tbe  essential  nature  or  po|nt 
9f  departure  from  healthy  action  in  the  frame  would 
aeem,  from  t)ie  above  facts,  to  originate  in  a  lesion  of 
the  nervous  systen^;  hence,  retarded  circulation  and 
abnormal  Becyetion^  tbe  liver,  from  its  peculiarities 
specially  /ecliog  this  ootious  influence,  and  directly 
l^ucing  the  .(^haracteristic  state.  These  progrtssire 
changes  are  in  some  measure  i^ustratedin  seA»sichnest, 
in  which  the  jcharacteristic  symptoms  run  as  lib  Were 
Tepidly  into  each  other,  and  ii|uicklysuba&de-«v1%mof!ri. 
of  the  exciting  canse. 

>  The  pr^cedSpg  investigatie&  will  serve  to  dftect  oiir 
Urinojpfar  qf,  inatn^,  which  will  have  nference  to 
t^  fUQCtfow  p^ormed.  by  the  faitoy.aecretton  ia  the 
economy,— namely,  a  provision  for  elimioating  from 
the  Uood  cflbfie  ttsaace  -coBsumod  i«  the  hufs;— a 
fiiid  TMMioM  of  the  produeU  of  ffspiratioB,  or  of 


other  fuuctioas  when  checked  oc  deficient ;— sneccnary 
dement  in  the  digestion  of  cartata  alimentary  pried— 
plea  ;**attd  a  means  of  sustaining  the  peristaltic  aeUon* 
of  the  intestines. 

1*  A  locality  in  which  a  temperate,  dry,  moderately- 
dense,  and  equable  atmosphere  obtains,  will  bare  an-- 
excellent  effect  in  aiding  other  remedial  mesraref.. 
I  have  found  the  climate  of  Tnnbridge  Wells  highly 
beneficial  in  such  cases ;  and  I  mention  this  tberapeatic 
indication  thus  early,  feeling  sure  that  the  best  directed 
treatment  Will  not  unfrequently  fail,  if  tbe  pbyricaf 
cbancten  of  the  air   in  which  the    person  resides- 
exhibit  those  noxious  conditions  previously  noticed. 

2.  A  careful  regulation  of  diet,  subtracting  as  much 
as  possible  alcbolic,  fatty,  saccharine,  and  amylsceouB 
ingests;  perhaps  of  tbe  latter,  well  fermented  or  gluten- 
bread,  well-boiled  rice,  and  tender  fresh  vegetables 
in  small  quantity,  are  the  least  objectionsble ;  lean* 
and  tender  animal  food  in  moderation,  weak  black 
tea,  and  milk,  if  it  agree,  twice  daily ;  a  small  qusoti^ 
Of  pale  sherry  if  the  vtui  powen  be  oraeh  reducedr 
t^herwise,  pure  soft  water; — these  sre  most  suitable. 
It  will  be  understood  that  the  proteine  compounds  sre 
least  likely  to  furnish  pabulum  for  biliary  fluid,  or  Uy 
tax  the  hepatic  system. 

3.  The  observance  of  such  a  regimen  will  go  far  to 
remove  another  pathological  condition  often  present,— 
namely,  gastro-intesttnal  irritation,  which,  as  we  know,, 
is  a  fruitful  source  of  biliary  disorder ;  gentle  friction, 
dry  cupping  over  the  abdomen,  and  the  occasional 
application  of  mustard  cataplasms,  will  be  usefu} 
auxiliaries.  Moderate  exercise,  especially  00  home- 
back,  will  prove  highly  useful  by  unloading  tbe 
abdominal  venous  system.  Tepid  shower  bathings, 
with  brisk  friction  over  tbe  abdomen,  will  be  advan- 
tageous ;  the  surface  should  be  well  protected  by  flannel*' 
or  cotton  fabric.  Regularity  as  to  ti oie  of  meals,  and  as* 
to  the  length  of  sleep,  in  a  well-ventilated  room,  not 
exceeding  eight  hours,  with  a  tranquil  state  of  mind, 
will  powerfully  co*opente  with  other  naeans  to  restore 
the  tone  of  the  system,  and  the  healthy  action  of  tbe 
secreting  organs. 

4.  I  bare  little  to  say  respecting  medicinal  remediesr 
such  being  well  known  to  my  audience.  •  I  jnay  remark,, 
however,  that  a  reliance  should  be  placed  on  hygienic 
rather  than  upon  pharmaceutical  measures,  the  foraMv 
alone  bringing  about  permanent  improvement.  Mcr* 
curials,  though  giving  temporary  relief,  ultimately  set 
ii^rioosly  if  long  continued,  by  depressing  die  systenu 
Hydrargyrum  cum  Creta,nad  Extr.  Hyoscyamus,  given 
sparingly,  wtfl  unload  thesMomin^l  roias,  and  oonrect 
vitiated  secretion,  these  being  combined  with,  and 
followed  by,  light  vegeuble  tonics,— as  rhubariit  hop^ 
calumba,  with  alkaline,  carbonates,  and  nalme  aperients. 
Drastic  puiigatives  must  be  careftally  shmned.  The 
gastric  intestinal  mucous  membrane  is  gflaerally  very 
sensittvf  in  tvch  ca«9|  and  will  not  tolenu  mmatit 
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the  oiort  actire  vegeuble  tcWcs,  at  first; 

-^abMqaently,  howerer,  cfiHtybeatet  will  produce  en 

•exceHeat  effect,  if  this  irritatidn  be   first  subdoed, 

and  if  combined  with  alkaline  aperients.    A  suitable 

mineral  water  will  often  prove  highly  usefal»— as  the 


bnt  merely  took  down  her  name  on  a  piece  of  papcTii 
cittr  Which  she  performed  a  sort  of  tneaatatioa,  iad 
then  proaoanced  the  bleeding  to  be  stopped.  This  the 
mother  fonnd  on  her  retom  to  be  the  case;  bat  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  the  patient  was  covered  with' 


.^  .....  ,  „  ,.      ^.   ,      .  purple  spots,  the  largest  aboat  the  site  o(  a  pea.    Her^ 

artificial  Vichy,  or  Ems,  or  saline  Cheltenham  water,  f.    ,',,  _      ^j*^ 

^  „ ^  ^       __  _  _    *  r«    t„-^       t  .  ..     .       «  medical  attendant  was  again  samflMmod,  and  at  the 

end  of  a  week  tbh  spots  dfiappearad.    She  aooa  fair 

<l»ite  welt  again,  bat  precisely  «M>asoBlli  fioai  har  last 


followed  by  a  course  of  Tunbridge  chalybeate.  From 
the  introduction  of  aSrated  chatybeate  water  here, 
•■at  my  recommendation,  a  most  efficaciooa  aad 
agreeable  remedy  may  be  now  had,  a  coarse  of  which 
will  be  attended  with  much  benefit,  If  preceded  by 
appropriate  treatment. 

The  carbonic  acid  with  which  this  aerated  water  is 
surcharged,  is  in  itself  a  highly  useful  remedy,  its 
reception  into  the  stomach  being  followed  by  agreeable 
and  ezbilirating  sensations.  From  its  stimulant  impres« 
sion  on  the  organic  nerves,  distributed  over  the  maepus 
coat,  it  increases  the  secretion  of  gastric  juice.  Its 
effects,  when  received  into  the  blood  are  analofoat 
to  those  ariang  from  the  vegetable  acids.  Fiaaily, 
•carbonic  acid  evidently  enhances  the  tonic  properties 
•of  the  chalybeate.  , 

In  conclusion,  I  would  just  remark,  that  in  biliary 
disorders,  as  in  all  others,  we  must  seek  for  the  patho- 
logical cause,  and  counteract  its  influence,  if  we  look 
for  success, — h  result,  moreover,  to  be  further  solici.ted 
by  restoring  all  the  functions  to  full  and  barmoaioos 
action. 


PERIODICAL  PURPURA  VICARIOUS  OF  THE 

CATAMENIA. 

By  CHAmLBS  BxaHAM,  M.D.,  Truro,  Physician  to 

the  Royal  Cornwall  lafirmary. 

-<Read  at  the  Aaaaal  Meeting  of  the  South- Western  Branch 
of  the  ProTtncial  Medical  aad  Sorgical  Association,  held 
at  Tram,  luty  iiHh,  1847.) 

Ann  Teague,  aged  17,  was  admitted  into  the  Cocawall 
Infirmary  under  my  care,  November  I2th,  1846.  She 
is  rather  tall,  well  formed,  with  dark  hair  and  eyes,  and 
a  pale  exsanguine  countenance.  She  has  always  had 
aafficient  food  and  clothing,  and  has  been  only  employed 
•n  household  work.  Her  father  and  mother  are  living, 
and  she  has  six  brothers,  and  one  sister,  five  years 
old.  They  are  all  in  good  health.  With  the  exception 
pf  the  ordinary  diseases  of  childhood,  which  she  passed 
through  very  favourably,  she  had  no  illnes?,  but  always 
considered  herself  well  and  strong  till  about  two  years 
ago ;  sbe  was  then  seized  suddenly  with  a  severe  pais 
•in  the  right  side,  just  below  the  ribs.  She  was  attended 
by  a  medical  man,  and  in  about  a  month  the  pain  left 
her.    About  two  months  after  this  she  expectorated. 


few  days  only,  and  was  not  attended  by  pain  in  the 
-side.  About  three  months  later  her  nose  bled  pro- 
^fnaely,  she  thinks  more  than  a  quart,  and  she  was  so 
much  weakened  as  to  be  confined  to  her  bed.  The 
mother  was  alarmed,  and  resorted  to  a  celebrated 
"*  charmer.'    The  old  wooian  did  not  visit  the  daughter, 


illness  the  body  becaole  ofpaa  flo»a»ad  willi  a  similai^ 
eroption  t  the  apittlag  of  blaod  fatamed  with  it>  and 
the  taiide  of  bar  oMiiCh,  the  a^ole  sarfaoe  of  tbw 
tDBgaeaad.palate,  was  covered  with  dark  spots.  Tha 
gunis  bled  oa  the  slightest  touch,  and  eating  and  swal- 
l^oWiog  became  very  painful.  The  bleeding  coatiauMI 
for  a  week,  bat  it  was  a  fortnight  before  the  moath  war 
well  and  free  from  spots.  After  the  lapse  of  aaadwr 
month,  to  tlie  very  day,  precisely  the  aame  syanpiaaia 
occurred ;  and  up  to  the  date  of  her  admissioa,  the 
bleeding  from  the  mouth  had  retaroed,  with  extraor- 
dinary precisiou,  every  moath.  It  begaa  on.a  Friday^ 
and  it  last  sppeared  on  a  Sunday,  having  varied  only 
these  three  days  ia  aboiit  a  twelvemonth.  She  states 
the  quantity  of  blood  to  be  about  the  Same  on  each 
occasion,  and  that  its  discbarge  continues  one  week, 
^le  mouth  getting  well  after  another  week.  There  has 
been  one  exception  to  the  uniformity  of  these  periodical 
symptoms.  About  six  months  ago,  on  the  day  the 
hemorrhage  from  the  mouth  was  expected,  a  san- 
guineous vaginal  discharge  occurred;  this  increased 
the  next  day,  and  lasted  for  a  fortnigbt.  There  was 
no  bleeding  from  the  mouth,  neither  was  it  sore,  but 
the  spots  made  their  appearance,  althoagh  of  a  lighter 
coloar,  and  less  nnmeroos  on  the  body,  ^ 

On  her  admittance  she  made  oo  complaint;  the 
functions  geaerwlly  were  healthily  performed,  and  her 
condition  merely  indicated  a  degree  of  ansBmia.  The 
tongue  was  very  pale  and  fisbby ;  both  its  upper  aad 
under  surfaces,  together  with  the  gums  aad  inside 
of  the  cheeks,  presented  the  same  exsangoiaatfaa 
appearance. 

The  return  of  bleeding  from  the  mouth  was  expefTted 
on  tlie  22nd,  and  on  that  day  the  tongue  had  lost  ita 
pasty  sppearance,  and  had  become  redder,  aad  mom 
ai^tttral.  She  complained  of  violent  pain  acroea  the 
loins. 

On  the  25th  she  awoke  with  a  nasty  taste  ia  her 

.  t  ■ 

moutb,  and  the  saliva  whs  tiiiged  with  blood.  She 
also  noticed  spots  over  the  chest  and  arms.  Tliesa 
had  increased  in  number  and  size  at  the  time  of  the 
visit,  (9  a.m.,}  and  the  sputa  then  consisted  eotifdyoC 
dark  ^blood.  This  formed  a  coagulum,  if  the  mootk 
was  not  frequently  cleared,  on  the  upper  surface  o^~ 
the  tongue,  and  when  this  wis  scraped  off  numeroua 
ved  papillx  were  seen  with  bleeding  points.    The  guma 


withoist  cough,  some  dark-coloured  blood,  and  fancied 
^itcame  from  tlie  throat.    The  bleeding  recurred  for  a  ^  Wed  freely,  but  nothing  abnormal  was  observable  on 


the  inside  of  the  cheeks,  or  on  the  lower  surface  of  the 
tongue,  nor  was  the  mouth  sore. 

On  the  26th  the  iips  were  red,  aad  toa>e  spata 
ap|>e^d  oa  the  lower.  Oa  the  following  day  the  spate 
were  seea  on  the  inside  of  the  cheeks,  fresh  and  Urger 
appaariag  09  the  u>Qgue,ypa<l  the  mouCh  becomia^ 


The  mmn  pmn  in  tbe  back  pMied  off  at 
Ikk  Omc. 

JHew  and  linger  «p9ti  were  nplicid.  on  the  28lhy 
whilst  the  old  onei  hed  faded ;  they  were  confined  to 
^  upper  part  of  the  body  oo  this  oeeasioa.  No 
Iwdior  Meediof  oeeorredrso  that  it  bad  lipted  during 
Urn  dvfs.  Three  or  foor  days  later  dittle  trsco 
vmaiiiedof  thopofimra;  the  toDfisc  and  oiooth  bed 
^^omo  pakb  and  the  gmiend  heeiih  es  good^at  before 
the  attack ;  so  it  cootimwd  till  the  next  period  ^ved 
iir.thi&disturliance  of  the  syslefl». 

Qeeember  24jii,  llie  liinibor  pain  nras  ies^  on  this 
teoasipa^  thepurpwm uofe  severe;  the  tongue  present* 
luf  a  larger  htsodlogsMisfle;  the  eleettlciiis  on  the 
lander  lip  nmoonting  to  balls,  and  the  spots  eKtending 
IMVr.the  whole  body,  diminishing  in  siae  Irom  sh^vft- 
dAwmRsade,  so  that  on  the  feet  they  arere  mllijory. 
Ucr  ordinary  state  of  heaUli  mia  recovered  within  |en 
day%  and  she  was  then  disehnrged  at  her.  own  request. 

I  am  indebted  for  the  foregoing  particulars  to  tb^ 
minute  end   faithful  record  of  the  case  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Gorringe,  the  AssisUnt  House-Surgeon  of  the 
Infirmary.     It  would  be  useless  to  eater  into  the 
details  of  treatiueot.    Mild  alteratives,  aud  chalybeate 
tonics  were  chiefly  uied  during  the  intervals,  and. 
iSerivstive  emroenagogues  at  the  monthly  period. .  In. 
$be  aecond  attack  a  few  leeches  were   applied   near 
|he  vulva,  and  the  bleeding   was  profuse  ai)d  with 
some  difficulty  stopped.    Electro-magnetism  was  tried, 
hut  was  only  once  submitted  to,  as  it  caused  consider- 
able pain  and  more  alarm.    These  and  the  other  means 
used,  produced  no  distinct  modification  of  the  symp- . 
toma,  and  the  opportunity  for  treatment  was  unsatis- 
/actorilsr  curtailed. 

Since  she  left  the  Infirmary,  six  months  agOt  our 
art  has  not  I  believe  been  much  in  requisition,  but 
nature  has  been  effecting  important  changes  in  the 
direction  of  the  erethism  of  the  minute  blood-vesaeU. 
Mr.  Nankivell,  of  St.  Coluinb,  the  able  surgeon  who 
has  been  her  ordinary  attendant,  has  kindly  enabled 
ine  to  bring  down  the  history  of  the  pstient  to  the 
pfescnt  date,  confirming  at  the  same  time  the  state- 
ments made  by  herself.  Writing  on  the  13th,  instant, 
hessys— 

"  St.  Columb,  July,  13, 1847. 
''  My  dear  Dr.  Barham, 

''I  have  to-day  seen  Ann  Teagoe ;  she  looks  worse 
'  than  she  ever  did ;  is  quite  blanched.  Tlie  uterus  has 
In  an  Sbnormal  measure  parted  the  catamenia.  Three 
flMntbs  since  she  menstruated,  and  it  continued  for 
a  week,  being  accompanied  througliout  with  profuse 
bleeding  from  the  nose,  but  aeZ/nom  the  gums.  Twice 
^inee  then  ahe  baa  bad  hemorrbagia  (uriihoui  epistiixis,) 
continuing  for  a  fortnight.  A  week  since  she  was 
again  taken  unwell,  and  fears  that  it  wiH  continne 
several  days  longer^  There  are  about  a  doxen  spots 
of  purpura  on  the  neck.  You  are  aware,  I  think,  that 
she  menstruated  once  when  16  vears  old,  and  never 
since  until  recently,  except  vicariously.  Slie  thinks 
that  since  Mci  time  she  baa  bad  the  littmorrhage  from 
the  gnoia  about  twelve  times.  She  telis  me  that  she 
many  congula.    There  is  no  leocorrhcea.** 


A  case  of  hsmorrbage  from  soperficial  vessels^  viear 
lions  of  the  senses,  occurs  to  my  recollection,  which 
wss  under  my  care  aa  an  out-patient  at  the  Infirmary*, 
about  eight  years  sgo.  The  patient  was  a  girl  about 
20,  who  had  an  ulcer  below  the  knee,  from  which  a 
copious  sanguineous  exudation  took  place  for  some 
days  monthly.  Tlie  catamenia  which  had  been  for 
a  considerable  time  suspended,  did  not  return  during 
leveral  months,  when  she  continued  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  the  ulcer  remained  unhealed.  I  speak  of 
this  ease  entirely  from  memory. 

Another  out-patient  still  under  treatment,  presents 
an  nff^ctton  of  some  superficial  vessels  of  the  left 
mamma  of  an    anslogoos    description,    Aougb   less- 
strongly  marked  with  the  evidence  of  substitution  for 
tiie  uterine  discharge.    She  is  a  girl  20  years  old,  of 
robust   form,    though    short,    with    fully    developed 
mammse.    Menstruation  is  stated  to  have  been  regular - 
and  Ave  In   qnautity,  from  the  age  of  16  to  18.    It/ 
then  was  suddenly  suspended,  and  has  reiuained  lo* 
with  the  exception  of  a   very  transient  appearance 
about  ten  days  ago.    She  receivM  a  blow  from  a  man's- 
fist  on  the  left  breast,  a  twelvemonth  since*  and  it 
then  exhibited  decided  marks  of  the  contusion;  but 
they  disappeared  speedily,  and  it  was   not  till  six 
months  after  the  bruiifc  that  they  seemed,  as  it  were, 
renewed  on  the  same  spot,  and  they  have  now  for  the 
last  half-year  alternately  become  vivid  and  receded,  at 
no  Very  regular  intervals, — sometimes  once,  sometimes 
twice  or  more,  in  the  week,  varying  from  the  appear- 
at)ce  Of  purpura  to  that  of  eccbymosis.    The  part 
concerned  is  painful  when  the  spots  are  b igh -coloured- 
Tliere  has  not  been  rtry  much  constitutional  disturb- 
ance, a  painful  fulness  towards  the  left  inguinal  region 
being  the  Chief  amenorrbCeal  symptom,  tiesldes  some- 
of  the  ordinary  results  of  plethora  ad  molem. 


CASE  OP  SIMPLE  FRACTURE  AND  DISLOCA- 
TION  OF  THE  GREATF^  PORTION  OF  THE 
RIOHT    ASTRAGALUS,    FORWARDS    AND 

oux  wards; 

By  Edwar^  John  Spry,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary. 

(Road  at  the  Anoual  Mcctiogof  the  Sonib  Western  Braofb 
<    of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sorgical  Association,  held 
atTiuro.Jttlj  16,  IM7.) 

Thomas  Rogers,  a  tall,  muscular,  and  robust  miner, 
aged  42,  was  brought  to  the  Infirmaiy  on  the  24th 
of  September,  1846,  and  was  admitted  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Bull.  Prom  the  statement  made  by  the  patient, 
it  appeared  that  whilst  at  work  in  the  morning  of  tbe 
day  preceding,  at  Poldin  Mine,  in  Gwennap,  he  bad 
slipt  from  the  end  of  a  scaffold,  about  fire  or  six  feet 
high,  and  bad  fallen  perpendicniarly  to  the  groaodr 
the  hollow  of  bis  right  foot  coming  in  contact  with 
a  large  projecting  stone,  which  caused  bim  to  be 
thrown  on  his  right  side.  On  sttemptiog  to  stand,, 
he  found  that  be  could  place  no  weight  on  the  injured 
foot,  that  it  was  distoi*ted,  and  very  painful.  The  ^ 
snrgedns  of  the  mine  were  promptly  on  tbe  spot,  aad 
endeavoured  to  restore  tbe  displaced  parts,  but  withoot: 
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-tsuccen,  and  on  the  foUoiring  day  they  sent  bim  to 
the  Infirmary,  where  be  arrired  about  nine  in  the 
evening.  The  limb  was  then  examined  by  Mr. 
Gorringea  our  assistant  surgeon,  acting  for  Mr.  BuXk 
and  by  my  coUeagne,  Mr.  fiasaett*  who  pewererwl 
for  a  considerable  time  in  tbeir  attempts  to  ndutt 
the  dislocation  with  the  aid  oC  th«  p«UeyB»  b«k  ifith 
DO  better  resnlt  than  attended  the  Cormer  effocta. 

The  next  morning,  being  at  the  Infirmaqr,  I  waf . 

•leqfea^d  to  examine  thp  limb,  and  ascertained  ita^ 

condition  to  be  as  follows  : — 


the  case  lo  the  natural  efforts,  as  it  was  dear  tt&t  the 
iatcgaments  rautC  sleii^,  tad  that  ta  due  timft  Ckb 
bone  might  be  separated. 

To  favour  these  eflfbrtsj  the  limb  was  placed  on  aft 
inclined  plase;  Ibmentatioas  were  dfligently  a^Ued^ 
«B  anodyne  was  given,  and  be  passed  a  good  liigbt. 
The  pulse  on  the  noraing  of  the  ^6th  being  onl^  93  V 
but  little  coastitetional  disturbance  was  excitM.  Oft 
tim  29th  the  pulse  was  stUi  9S ;  be  fdt  easy,  anfl  tlift 
swelling  gradnally  subsided.  Vesinltons  fbrmeii  'over 
the  projecting  bone. 


The  foot  was  extended,  the  toes  turned  iawftrd%.iv<    October  2nd.    From  this  time  the  sfoagbing  process 


■and  the  outer  edge  of  the  foot  downwards,  the  foot 
being  twisted  inwards.  There  was  considerable  swell- 
ing of  the  soft  parts,  but  the  skin  was  not  broken« 
The  inner  malleolus  was  deeply  buried  in  the  ap^e 
of  adduction  of  the  foot,  and  could  only  be  felt  with 
mnch  difficulty,  whilst  the  outer  malleolus  wan  re* 
fnarkably  prominent;  and  just  hclow,  and  a  little  in 
front  of  it,  there  was  a  large  projecting  bony  surfftce, 
.immoveable,  covered  only  by  the  skiiii  »nd  a  light 
cITusicn  of  serum  in  the  cellular  tissue.  The  foot',' 
could  be  brought  into  a  straight  line  with  the  tibia; 
and  could  be  flexed  to  some  extent  without  much 
effort;  but  immediately  that  the  hand  was  removedi 
the  parts  resumed  their  former  reUtive  positions,  <iiid 
•the  patient  had  no  control  whatever  over  the  Umb. 
A  alight  crepitus  could  be  felt  on  rotating  the  foot, 
when  it  was  brought  into  the  position  last  described, 
4rhich  had  induced  the  impression  that,  the  ianer 
malleolus  had  given  way,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
foot  had  been  dislocHted  outwards.  After  a  careful 
examination,  I  felt  satisfied  that  there  was  no  fractui^ 
of  either  malleolus ;  the  partial  mobility  of  the  foot 
rendered  it  improbable  that  it  was  entirely  dislocated'; 
the  well  defined  outline  of  the  projecting  bone  suggested 
that  it  waa  some  portion  of  the  plantar  arch,  and  that 
from  its  sixe  and  situation,  it  could  be  no  other  than 
:the  astragalns,  hut  having  nevtfr  before  seen  a* 
accident  of  this  nature,  I  arrived  at  this  conctusioe 
with  some  diffidence,  although  there  was  no  resisting 
the  anatomical  e%*idence  thus  supplied. 

My  colleagnes  concurring  in  these  riews,  it  waf 
■agreed  that  one  attempt  more  should  be  made  to  restore 
the  displaced  bone,  and  that  as  the  patient  was  very 
iDuscular  and  strong,  he  should  be  prepared  for  tbe 
proctss  by  a  large  bleeding,  and  by  being  kept  fully 
under  the  action  of  the  tartnrizcd  antimony  for  two  or 
three  hours.  This  was  done,  and  the  p alleys  wefe  again 
osed  most  perseveringly,  .pressure  being  ^t  tbe  same 
fioie  made  on  the  projecting  bone,  but  after  continuing 
'ftxitension  to  the  utmost  degree  that  would  be  justifiable,' 
tbe  man  being  in  the  most  favourable  stale  for  over- 
-eoming  mere  muscular  resistance,  we  were  satisfied 
that  it  was  perfectly  useless  to  go  any  fartlier.  On 
reraoring  the  apparatus  it  was  observed  that  the  prcs- 
•nre  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  foot  had  produced 
complete  absorption  of  tbe  effused  fluid,  and  that  tbe 
bone  was  only  covered  by  the  skin,  which  a  mere 
tottcb  with  the  knife  would  have  divvied ;  hot  as  the 
attachnentt  of  the  bone  were  uncertain,  and  it  could 
not  be  ascertained  at  this  time  that  it  had  been  broken, 
.it  was  thought  best  to  leave  tbe  future  management  of 


proceeded, .  wbicb  extended  over  tbe  outer  ankle  ; 
pulse  7(1  The  patient's  strength  was  duly  snp|»6rted 
by  suiuble  diet  aad  medicine.  Oir  tbe  M  tbe  Boa^ 
was  partially  uncovered ;  and  on  the  20th  it  was  found 

to  be  so  loose  that  Mr.  Gorringe  had  no  difficulty  ift 
detaching  it  after  dividing  only  a  little  ligameatoas 
tissue.  A  large  cavity  was  of  course  left  exposed,  ia 
which  could  be  sf  en  the  concave  articulating  surface 
of  the  tibia.  Some  hemorrhage  ensued,  which  was 
readily  suppressed  by  applying  a  pledget  of  lint  and  a 
roller. 

The  portion  of  bone  removed  proved  to  be  tbe  large 
convex  articulating  snrfaice  of  the  astragalns,  hrokea 
oir  from  the  bead  of  the  bone,  obliquely  through  its 
neck.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Inner  corner  of  the 
trochlea  is  carried  away,  showing  pretty  dearly  that 
tbe  foot  must  have  been  partially  extended  i^  th^ 
moment  the  shock  was  communicated  to  the  limtj^ 
when,  by  the  perpendicular  and  sodden  descent  of  tbe 
patient,  the  whole  weight  of  the  body  was  received* 
On  tbe  upper  and  half-exposed  surface  of  tbe  astraga- 
lus, tbe  anterior  edge  of  the  tibia  acting  like  a 
chisel  hs  cleaving  the  fracture,  the  foot  being  at  tbe 
time  prevented  from  yielding  to  tbe  blow  by  bein^ 
wedged  np  firmly  with  tbe  projecting  stone  whicb 
occupied  the  plantar  arch  before  described. 

22od.  There  is  a  great  discharge  from  the  cavity  ; 
tbe  finger  was  carefully  introduced,  to  ascertain  if  the 
other  portion  of  bone  was  sufficiently  loose  to  take 
away,  bat  altbeo^  its  rough  surface  could  be  eaaily 
felt,  it  was  too  firm  to  remove,  and  it  was  considered 
best  to  make  no  further  attempt  to  do  so.  TbU 
examination  afforded  an  opportunity  of  verifying  the 
opinion  before  given  that  the  inner  malleolus  was  quite 
sound. 

24th.  Aa  abscess  which  had  formed  on  the  tni^r 
earface  of  the  foot  ntait  the '  ankle  was  opened  to-day» 
which  gave  bitn  great  relief.  His  Strength  was  now  so 
much  reduced  from  the  excessive  discharge,  that  it 
was  necessary^  to  increase  bis  allowance  of  porter  to  a 
'quart  daily,  with  four  ounces  of  wine. 
.  27tb.  This  appeared  to  be  the  critical  period  ia  die 
history  of  the  case.  Tbe  discharge  was  excessive^ 
his  weakness  was  extreme,  and  it  was  much  feared  tha( 
amputation  woald  be  immediately  required ;  but  fnuA 
this  time  tbe  symptoms  became  more  farovrabk^ 
granobitiofta  appeared  ia  tbe  cavity  aad  ever  tbe  oiier 
ankle,  where  the  skla  had  ghrea  way.  By  gndiially 
aad  canfftlty  following  out  the  priodple  of  topportiiy 
his  constitational  power,  be  bad  so  far  recovcrtd  pft 
the  18th  November  as  to  be  able  to  ciise  bic  leg  a  little 
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Jrmf  iIm  bed.  The  limb  noir  rested  os  cnsbtont  ill 
thie  czteoded  pomtion. 

Dec  16Ui.  He  hai  eteedfly  inprored,  to  tliat  be 
ft  now  able  to  sit  op  dtily  3  tbe  woubdt  are  fiealieg. 

Jan.  l$t^  1847.  He  is  noir  able  to  walk  about  tbe 
ward  with  tbe  help  of  crutches;  the  wounds  are 
cieatriaed ;  the  limb  is  about  an  inch  shorter  than  tbe 
'other,  and  tbe  foot  is  turned  inwards,  coasiderable 
.ftOBinence  still  remaining  on  the  outer  surface  of 
the  foot;  he  can»  howcTer,  place  some  weight  on  his 
toei^  and  passive  motion  of  i^e  joint  can  be  carried 


to  ^one  extend  without  producing  pain.  He  left  ibe 
Infiraaiy  tbe  following  dsy.  I  saw  him  attain  in 
June*  when  he  was  able  to  walk  firmly  on  his  right 
ieot  with  tbe  help  of  a  stick,  and  was  in  very  good 
Iwalth.  The  foot  has  ao  awkward  appearance,  but 
there  li  rery  useful  motion  in  tbe  ankle  joint,  which 
int  thought  had  been  gradually  increasing. 

As  a  proof  of  the  rarity  of  this  accident  in  Cornwall, 
it  may  be  stated  that  I  had  never  before  met  with  it, 
nlthoogb  I  have  resided  in  this  neigbbourbood  as 
pupil  and  practitioner  about  thirty  yean.  Mr.  |Sul^ 
wlio  has  been  resident  House  Surgeon  at  tbe  Infirmary 
innee  its  opening  in  1799,  does  not  recollect  tbe 
ndmisaion  of  any  such  accident.  Sereral  professional 
inends>  to  whom  tbe  casualties  of  many  thousands  of 
oor  miners  are  entrusted,  have  assured  me  that  they 
had  never  seen  a  similar  accident.  I  am  {indebted  to 
the  woodrcot  in  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  edition*  of 
^r  Astley*s  invaluable  work  on  ''Dislocations  and 
pPractnres  of  the  Joints,"  for  a  very  satisfactory  repre- 
sentation of  this  particular  accident,  the  outlines  of 
which  corresponded  as  accurately  as  possible  with 
tbe  etmiour  of  tbe  limb  in  the  present  case ;  and  to 
the  publicatiottsf  of  my  townsman,  Mr.  Turner,  of 
Manchester,  Cor  much  useful  information  respecting 
the  management  of  a  case  in  which  I  could  not  avoid 
ifeeling  a  considerable  interest.  Indeed,  although  Mr. 
l^mer  appears  to  have  omitted  nothing  essential  to 
nake  bis  description  of  the  varied  dislocations  of  the 
natragalos  minutely  correct*  yet  tbe  case  now  detailed 
some  peculiar  characteristics,  serving  in  tbe 


At  an  eaily  period  of  my  praetiee,  in  slight  cases  of 
erystpelns,  I  used  constitutional  remedies  alone,  hopbig 
that  tbe  inflammation  would  have  been  arrested ;  but 
having  been  so  often  disappointed,  I  now  use  both  local 
and  coBttitutional  remedies  simuluneously,  and  espe- 
cUUy  the  nitcate  of  silver.  Even  in  mild  cases  of 
etysipiekie,  io  which  I  did  not  apply  the  nitrate  of  rilveri! 
I  found  tbe  disease  very  long  in  duration,  and  I 
bbeerved  that  tbe  patients  bad  sometimes  numcrous^ 
small  abseesies  requiring  tbe  use  of  the  lancet,  whicb 


^flpigbt  have  been  prevented  altogether  by  tbe  earty 
opplieatioo  of  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

Tbe  objectiona  I  formerly  entertained  to  the  very 
early  ^pUcatifm  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  were  tbe  pain 
end  the  inconvenience  attending  tbe  discolonratioii 
of  the  part  on  which  it  is  applied,  which  remains  for  a 
week  or  more,  bat  these  objections  are  tritiog  corn* 
pared  with  the  continued  severity  of  the  disease^  U 
peroiStted  to  run  iu  osnal  course,  particularly  on  the- 
h^,  in  which  there  is  also  great  danger  of  inflamma* 
Ji^n  of  tbe  membranes  of  tbe  brain  and  of  aerona 
effusion.  I  have  found  that  when  tbe  ioiUuDmation< 
has  been  subdued  by  an  early  use  of  the  nitrate  ofr 
silver*  the  constitutional  symptoms  were  immediatit^ 
relieved,  Ibe  constitutional  disturbance  is  directly  aggra* 
vated  by  the  leaat  increase  of  local  inflammation,  and 
in  a  lew  bovri,  after  a  decided  application  of  the 
nitrate  of  silrer,  the  inflammation  is  arreated  and* 
gradually  subdued,  and  with  it  tbe  constitutional 
symptoms  cease. 

1S,vtn  io  idiopathic  erysipelas,  there  is  no  period  of 
tbe  disease  when  I  would  not  spply  the  nitrate  of 
silver.  I  have  never  in  any  cases  seen  setasftaais,  or 
ncy  other  bad  effect  from  the  use  of  this  important 
e«nedy. 

When  it  is  necessary  to  apply  flie  nitrate  of  aUver 
over  an  extensive  surface  as  in  erysipelas,  I  bore  for 
eom€  years  used  the  concentrated  solution    in  tbe 
main  to  confirm  the  opinion  be  has  formedi^  after  ti'^^^^fr  proponed  by  Mr.  John  Gooch,  Sui^geon,  1i.N., 
carefnl  analysis  of  a  Isrge  number  of  c^ses,  namely,    Jik  a  paper  published  in  tbe  Ltmcet  of  September  15tb, 


that  a  dislocation  of  tbe  astragalos  cannot  take  place 
without  a  fracture  of  some  portion  of  tbe  bone,  and 
that  when  effected,  its  reduction  is  almost  impracticable. 

'   «  Fifth  edition,  p.  322. 

«»  ride  «* Tranneiions**  of  tbe Frovtoelallledleal  and 
^rglcat  Assoclailott  for  1M3.  Vol.  XI,  Bubseqoeaily 
published  as  a  te|Wtfate  Treatise  in  1843. 


pS  THE  USE  OF  THE  NITRATE  OP  SILVER 

IN  THE  CtlRE  OF  ERYSIPELAS. 

By  John    HiooxxBorroif,  P.R.C.S.E. 

(Read  before  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sorfflcal  As^ocS- 

atioa,    at  the  Aantve^sarf  Mectiqg,  at  Derby,  W^- 

,  aesdjy,  Angnet  4th,  1M7 J 

*  J  bavo  ftmnd  that  if  tbe  nitiite  of  silver  be  applied 
eoH|p,  it  sobduet  loeal  inflamoMtion  and  irritation,  if 
wo  employ  at  the  sanic  titte,  the  meet  eficioiit  meatts 
ftr  regalotlng^e  digestive  organs. 


1832,  entitled  «*Pnictical  remarks  on  Erysipelas  as  it 
appeared  on  board  His  Majesty's  ship  Prmee  lUftnt.** 
The  strength  of  the  solution  is  not  given  in  this  paper  9^ 
I  prescribe  it  in  the  following  manner  :— 

R.  Argent!  Nitrstia  scr.  ir. 

AcidiNitrici       gtt.  vj. 

AqnsB  Destiilatse  .,......••   0&.  ir. 

In  eiyiipelas  of  the  face  whien  it  is  spreading  on  tbe* 
forehead,  or  at  all  on  the  scalp,  tbe  head  abould  be 
abaired  es  early  as  possible,  in  order  that  %re  may  (race 
the  extent  of  tbe  inAammation  On  the  acelp»  which 
often  can  only  be  detected  by  pain,  or  by  an  cedenn* 
being  felt  on  prenure  with  the  ftngor.  Tho  nfltecMi 
part  should  be  well  washed  wHh  aoap  and  tnitwt»> 
rediove  any  oily  fsbstance  from  the  akin, 
with  pore  water,  to  wath  away  any  partfdo  of 
1  remaining.   Tbe  concentrated  solution  may  be  the* 
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jppiM  acffnvl  lines  on  the  iaflaiMcl  part  aad  for  two 
or  thfoe  incbet  beyond  tbe  inflamed  margin  on  the 
Bealtliy  Ain.  It  requires  to  be  applied  rery  freely  all 
dvcr  Ibe  icalp,  where  it  scarcely  or  aerer  produces 
vciientioo* 

b  about  twelve  hours  it  will  be  seen  if  tbe  soTotloii 
1m  been  well  applied.  If  any  inffamed  spot  be 
unalfceted  by  it,  it  must  be  immediately  re^sppUed  to 
Jt.  Sometimes  eren  after  tbe  most  decided  appliention  ' 
of  tkft  nitrate  of  silver  the  inflammation  may  spread, 
%«t  H  k  then  generally  much  less  severe,  and  it  is 
efnIiuUy  chocked  by  the  repeated  application  of  this 
reiDtdy.  I  have  in  some  cases  of  traumatic  erynpelas^ 
IbOBd  the  inOanmation  to  spread  more  severely  and 
nore  rapidly  than  in  the  idiopathic,  hut  by  the  free 
repeated  application  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  it  has  at 
length  been  subdued. 

Hm  ioUowing  cases  are  selected  to  illustrate  this 
mode  of  treatment  :— 


0a8B   J. 

Oa  the  6th  of  Angust^  1844,  I  visilcd  Miss  A., 
SO  years  of  age,  of  very  delicste  coMtitntion,  and  of 
a  stroaMiaa  diathesis.  She  liad  been  exposed  lo  the 
Ilia,  and  had  neglected  to  f:h«age  her  damp  clothing. 
She  experienced  tiie  comuion  symptoms  attending  a 
caU,  accompanied  by  a  slight  erysipelatous  inflam- 
ButioB  of  the  right  fide  of  the  cheek  and  nose.  'Hie 
eoastitutioaal  symptoms  were  so  slight,  and  the  pulse 
so  Uule  accelerated,  that  I  wished  to  avoid  tbe  appliea* 
tioo  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  thinking  the  inflammation 
ought  be  sobdued  by  other  remedies.  1  direeled 
thirtj  grains  of  ipecacuanha  as  an  emetic,  and  in  three 
hanis  after  iu  opemtion  two  pi|ls»  containing  three 
grniaa  of  chloride  of  mercury»  and  eight  grains  of  the 
campoond  extract  of  colocyotb,  followed  by  a  pnrga- 
tiva  of  aalts  and  senna,  repeated  every  three  hours 
aatil  it  had  operated  freely. 

7th.  Ba^  the  following  morning,  although  the 
eawtis  aad  purgative  had  operated  satisfactorily,  she 
was  labouring  under  a  severe  attack  of  fevtr ;  tbe  pulse 
was  140,  and  the  erysipelas  had  spread  considerably 
oa  her  face  aad  forehead,  and  slightly  on  her  saaip. 
I  Opened  a  vein  in  the  arm,  and  bled  her  in  tbe 
eemi^recambent  position  to  the  aimnint  of  twelve 
aaaeea,  when  ahe  heeaoie  fiiint,  Her  head  being 
sha^d,  the  eonoentvaled  solntton  of  the  nitraie  of 
<tttar  was  applied  apon  and  beyond  the  whole  of  tbe 
lalaaied  sarface,  and  also  around  the  ears,  to  prevent 
^fcwa  baeomiag  inflamed.  I  applied  it  very  freelyov<er 
oaa  half  of  the  scalp,  thinking  this  might  be  sofiicient, 
•oaaly  a  smaH  portion  of  the  forehead  was  affected. 


X  Vtascribed  two  grains  of  tbe  chloride  of  merenvy,        ^^'  "^^  W^^^t^n  had  been  effectual,  and  there 
%iltK  »«.^    w  --*:-**-t^i 1^ ,_    ...    '      was  no  increase  of  the  erysipelas ;  the  pulse  was  80. 


^••^h  two   of  antimonial  powder,  every  six    hoars. 

There  appeared  no  Inerease  of  the  inflammation  oc 

<W»  Mb,  and  the  pulse,  120$  the  bowels  had  been  well 
movea. 

'  M*  8ha  had  a  raetoa  feverish  night,  attended  with 
^^  dalWan^  the  pulse  being  ^20.  There  was  no 
htvissiaf  aryaipelas  on  the  face,  but  it  was  spreading 

\^  Ike  laaMnaiag  pan  of  the  scalp.     I  applied  the 


aolntiao  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  over  the  remaining 
pert  ti  ibe  scalp.  Neither  of  the  ears  were  in  the  least 
affected.  The  aolutioa  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  had 
apparently  formed  a  barrier,  over  which  the  eryslpelaa 
did  not  apread. 

On  the  10th  the  patient  was  in  every  respect 
improving. 

Ttottt  this  time  Miu  A.  recovered  without  inter* 
mption. 

Cask  II. 

I  visited  Miu  B.,  aged  30  years,  on  the  evening  of 
the  l8th  of  December,  1843.  She  had  been  indispuaed 
several  weeks.  There  were  considerable  fever,  a  qaick 
pulse,  and  pain  of  the  bead,  and  she  had  a  patch  of 
eryfiadas  on  the  upper  part  of  tbe  nose,  and  a  little 
ikciVss  the  lower  part  of  the  forehead.  I  prescribed 
an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  followed  by  a  dose  of 
chloride  of  mercury  and  compound  extract  of  colocyntb, 
an4  the  siiipbate  of  magnesia  in  infusion  of  senna. 

Oa  the  morning  of  the  19th,  the  erysipelas  had 
spread  all  over  the  face,  and  as  high  as  tbe  forehead, 
close  to  tbe  scalp,  and  there  was  no  abatement  of  the 
constitutional  symptoms.  I  bled  her  whilst  sitting  up 
in  bed  until  she  fainted,  and  directed  the  h^ad  to  be 
ahilv^,  and  I  then  applied  the  solution  of  the  nitrate 
bf-aSi^r  all  over  the  fnce,  and  one.  half  of  the  scalp. 
In  the'  evening  i  applied  tbe  solution  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver  over  the  remaining  part  of  the  scalp ;  having 
found  that  one  ear  had  become  inflamed,  I  applied 
tlie  solution  both  upon  it  and  aronnd  the  other  ear 
affected. 

9ith.  The  fever  was  coasiderably  abated ;  the  pulse 
was  100.    Prom  this  day  the  patient  was  convalescent. 

Case  III. 

I  visited  Miss  C,  aged  20  years,  on  tbe  14th  of 
September,  1844.  She  had  a  sense  of  coldness  and 
paiaof  the  limbs  tbe  day  before;  she  had  then  a  riight 
degree  of  erysipelas  on  tbe  left  side  of  the  nose,  cheek, 
and  upper  lip.  I  directed  an  emetic  and  pili,  with 
the  compound  oolooyntb  powder  and  chloride  of  mer- 
cury, followed  by  an  active  dose  of  infusion  of  senaa 
and.sulpbate  of  magnesia. 

In  the  evening  I  found  the  erysipelas  increased  and 
spreading  towards  the  ear ;  the  lower  eyelid  was  con* 
•Sid^ably  swollen,  but  the  erysipelas  hsd  not  reached 
the  forehead;  pulse  100;  no  pain  of  the  .head.  I 
applied  the  strong  solution  of  tbe  nitrate  of  silver  all 
over  die  Inflamed  snrfaee  and  tbe  siirroondiog  heakhy 
skin  for  several  inches,  particulnily  around  Ihe  ear. 
A  grain  and  a  half  of  chloride  of  mercury,  with  two 
gmina  'of  the  aaUaionial  powder,  was  given  every  six 
hoars,  apd  a  saline  effervaseiag  asadicine  every  three 
Lonrs. 


no  increase  of  the  erysipelas ;  the  pulse  was  80. 

Casx  IV. 

<  Mr.  J.  S«,  agad  SOyears,  had  slight  febrile  symptoms 
o$k  the  11th  of  December.  1813,  which  arose  from 
exposure  to  cold.  He  had  taken  aperieata  and  aaline 
medicines.  Two  days  afterwards  there  was  a  patch 
of  erysipelatous  inflammation  on  the  right  side  of  the 
face,  without  any  contiderabli  iacrease  of  fever.    The 
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DitTAlc  of  ailrer  «at  well  JijipiMd  on  th«  in^mmA  ffttt, 
and  on  the  snrroaoding  liun.  Thwe  wft  m  Inrtbor 
ezteniion  of  erjtipeiti. 

It  will  be  obeeired  in  the  two  last  ceaei,  when  tbe 
nitrate  of  silver  wae  promptly  applied,  before  theeryci- 
pelas  had  jproduced  aeTCfe  cpfinUtulioiial  ayaaptom^ 
that  the  progress  of  the  disease  waa  instantly  arrealeda 
«nd  that  the  patients  speedily  recovered.    In  the  ease 

of  Miss  B »  although  the  eryvipB^a  at  firm 

waa  suffered  to  proceed,  the  application  of  t(Mi  nitrate- 
of  silver  to  the  whole  scalp  prevented  any  cerebral 
■affection,  and  the  patient  wis  convalescent  in  a  abort 
time.  In  the  first  case  related  there  were  reattesaness 
4ind  delirium  fifteen  hours  after  the  application  of  the 
nitrate  of  ailver,  but  it  was  observed  that  the  scalp 
where  the  nitrate  of  silver  bad  not  been  applied  was 
•efiamed,  and  on  the  decided  application  of.  the  nitrate 
of  ailver  on  the  whole  of  the  scalp,  the  deKriom 
ceaaed.  Ffom  these  eases,  aa  w»U  as  froos  my  ezperi- 
«oes  of  many  yeara,  I  conclude  that  the  apeedy  appli- 
cation of  the  nitrate  of  silver  wilt  arrest  the  progress 
of  erysipelas,  and  prevent  cerebral  mischief.  It  ts  also 
of  great  practical  importance  to  subdoe  erj^sipelaloos 
inflammation  in  the  commencement,  for  I  have  observed 
when  the  attacks  have  been  severe,  that  the  patients 
afterwards  become  more  subject  to  a  recurrence  of  the 
disease. 

The  great  obstacle  to  the  general  «»d  iree  use  of  the 
«ltrate  of  silver,  even  at  the  present  day,  appean  to 
nriae  from  the  impression  on  the  minde  of  many  sur* 
geona  that  it  is  a  caustic— a  destmetive  agent.  If  they 
oottld  be  divested  of  that  idea,  and  use  it  as  freely  iis 
they  would  a  common  blister  of  cantharides,  tUeic  fears 
would  soon  subside,  from  repeatedly  obsernng  the 
safety  of  the  application,  and  also  its  beneficial  effects. 
In  my  own  practice  I  have  always  considered  it  a  saf^ 
remedy  than  cantharides,  as  it  may  be  applied  frs ely 
over  a  surface,  even  where  very  active  inflamemtion 
oxists,  or  where  there  is  an  extensive  anrfaoe  denuded 
of  its  cuticle.  This  remedy  has  also  the  advantage  of 
not  affectii^  the  bladder,  or  producing  strangni^':  *   ; 

The  nitrate  of  silver  is  not  a  caustic  in  any  sense  of 
Che  word.  It  subdues  infianmation,  and  induces 
resolution  and  the  healing  process.  It  preserve^  and 
does  not  destroy,  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied*  If 
ve  compare  a  caustic,  as  the  hydrate  of  potassa,  ifith 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  we  find  that  the  hydrate  of  potassa 
destroys  and  induces  a  slough  and  the  ulcerative  pro- 
cess;  but  if  we  touch  a  part  with  the  nitrate  of  ailver, 
the  eschar  remains  for  a  time,  and  then  falls  off,  ieaHng[ 
the  subsequent  parts  healed* 

If  an  ulcerated  surfiice  secreting  pos  be  toa<^^b|r 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  the  succeeding  discharge  is'tinme- 
dUtely  converted  into  lymph ;  it  is  t'he  property  of  the 
hydrate  of  potassa,  on  the  contrary,  to  induce  not 
only  ulceration  but  suppuration.  In  short,  the  pecu* 
iiar  properties  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  have  long  been 


kept  anknoum  to  ua  by  the  designation  of  bmrii«iiir» 
agaqiiBg  Iho  caostetiikiBg  iaMtanee  of  the  imAmmtB^  of 
a  term,  or  of  n  chwi ifioation,  upon  the  humna  mimi. 
11m  aitrBte  of  silver  and  the  hydmte  of  potaaia»  (as 
indeed  all  caustics,}  are  aa  the  polea  to  each  othai^  Ike 

first  preservea  the  second  destroys;  the  first  ind— co 

■^1  •  * 

cicatrization,  the  second  ulceration. 
Nottingham, J oly 274^  1847.  ^    :- 


ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  BURNS  ANt> 

SCALDS. 

By  CiKKBNT  Cablvok,  ll.p*,  Tteco. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  Payne,  of  Nottingham,  in  *  late 
nnmber  of  the  PromndkUiUdieai  end  Sttffieial  Jl^arwef, 
relative  to  the  ase  of  treacle  as  an  appllcathw  to  fcttms, 
m  borae  out  in  «U  its  secoomiendaiions,-  by  my  e#eri- 
ence  of  aa  analogous  mode  of  treaCosont. 

The  Quiinohieec  appears  to  be  the  eofnpleteeseluaioa 
of  the  air  from  the  scaldod  or  burnt  snrfaco.  The 
cirruuftatanee  of  n  negro  «hihl,  wHeh'bad  fallte-i«to 
a  veasel  of  hotting  motassea,  hatinf  >been  ansftclit^ 
from  death,  and  aloost  froai  euABrhig;  hy  'Mi^ 
Immediately  plunged  into  a  heap  of  -cotton,  winek 
adhered  to  every  portion  of  fkt  ahitt  and  MtMtihj 
excluded  all  exeesa  of  air,  is  well  knoarn.  Hieveaalt 
was  perfect  recovery  witboni  the  applteation  hf  nay 
further  means  whatever.  So  extraordlnarf  a  «nao 
<lfew  the- attention  of  the  facolty  to  the  modtu  itpit  mtdi 
of  the  cotton*  It  waa  agreed  that  the  total  excIoasMs 
of  air  from  the  injured  parte  was  the  chief  thing ;  end 
from  that  time  (half  e  century  ago)  to  tbo*pment» 
this  has-been,  more  or  less,  the  governing  prfntipla  m 
the  treatment  of  Itsarfnl  iweidecrts.  Where  nothsay 
betur  is  at  hand,  powdering  the  parts  tftuiaagMj 
with  flour  has  been  found  to  anawer  well.  Tiaie  out  of 
mind  it  had  been  the  practice  to  nae  oencral 
and  liniments,  (aaefa  an  oil  and  liaM*w«tar)  is . 
cases ;  «nd  tbey  still  continued  to  he  enleMiaely 
but  tbetr  eficacy  is  £ar  inferior  to  that  of  the  a^ent 
Moomnaended  by  Or.  Pbyne<  or  to  that  of 
honey. 

Whenever  the  latter  oould  be  procured, 
invariably  recontaeAded  it,  amoaiiog  tbe* 
aurfaoe  with  it  in  aUike*warm  atatOj  and  then 
tbo.paffta  with  eotlMi,  eotton  madding,  oi^int. 
had  no  esperieqce  of  the  oso  of  tsenolt^  but  i  itore 
often  said  if  honey  be  not  at  hand,  uae  maitleb  ---no 
factia,  that  hooey,  oven  when  chifified»  wbicbinniita 
and  facilitatea  its  apptioation,  is  of- thotwo,  ihi 
perfect  shield;  end  where  the  injury  baa  been' 
ficial»  whether  the  ttuticlo  has  been  teifrail 
.it  mayjnot  ev9a  be  oacessacy  to  repeal  tbonpgttin- 
»t^on..  After  tbtt  appUcatioo  of  the  honey  tod'oMMn* 
•waddiaf,  auention  ahoald  invariably' bt  diiseted  4#dbe 
.temperatore  of  the  part,  so  as  to  rednee  it  or* 
it  by  the  applicattoo  of  daoi|»  clothe  nad 
of  linen. 

In  cases  of  no  g^ent  severity  this  -ia  nU  that  wilt  be 

required  to  be  done ;  it  being  merely  neceesary  im  eoo- 
tittue  the  covering  till  the  total  absence  of  pai«  and 
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lodkalfs  amtnni  lo  tlie  hciilthj  state.    In 
,  wbkb  an  too  frrqueatlj  ocenrrinpy 
Ibe  vtry  powera  of  lifo  are  abakea  ami  ••tcooib» 
il  aiMl  bo  obviooo  tbat  to  simplt  a  mode  of  proecdore 
ttfMid  be  oaavaUinf.    Tbe  tfeiitn«ntoDKbt».of  counr, 
Jofiry  wilb  tboaUcmlantdrcnmttaQOta,  ragard  being 
aerertbeleaa  bad  to  tbe  v^st  importance  of  protecting 
Ibe  ibjured  parts  as  loucb  as  possible  from  tbe  access 
4f  air.    I  was  once  desired  to  step  into  a  cottage,  by 
libieb  I  iras  passing,  to  see  a  cbild,  four  or  five  years 
«C  age»  tbe  lower  half  of  wbose  person  was  literally 
Ibnrnt  to  deatb ;  tbe  skin  was  as  bard  as  tbe  hardest 
lentber«  from  abont  tbe  navel  downwards,  wbilst  nil 
above  bad   a  natural  ap^caranc^.     Tbere    was    no 
expression  of  uneasiness  in  tbe  cbild's  coootenance, 
nnd  to  my  astooisbment,  a  bit  of  gingerbread  was 
eaten  readily  and  witb  apparent  gmtification.    There 
,i|nis  no  perceptible  pnlse,  no  manner  of  cbance  of 
life  hean^  probHifed  beyond  a  very  brief  period, — 
abe  in  fact  lived  for  abont  an  bonr  from  tbe  time 
i  first  aaw  ber.    It  is  evident  tbat  in  this  instanoe 
no   appCcation    oonid   bave   done   tbe  least   good; 
.wmI  between  encb  cases  and  tbe  mildest  tbat  occur, 
there  will  be  an  incnlenlable  gradation.    When  par- 
^ticnbir  methods  of  tpeatmeot  therefore  are    recom- 
mended, regard  must  be  bad  to  the  Jimitv  within 
nrbieb  they  can  reasonably  beespeeted  to  be  of  aervice. 
In  all  cases  of  breach  of  aorface,  from  the  most 
tvHfin^  nbrsiion  of  tbe  cuticle,  (to  which  the  a)>p1ica- 
ties  of  n  bjt  of  wlitt»>brown  paper  is  better  than  any 
.ntber,)  to  tbe  meet  extensive  ulceration,  there  is  no 
indiention  of  cure  so  important  as-tbat  of  tbe  exclusion 
of  air.    In  tbe  course  of  a  long  continued  practice^ 
I  bave  witoesaed  many  ca»4>e  of  traumatic  tetURoa, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  an  instance  where  tbe  precan- 
tion  of  keeping  the  wounded  or  ulcerated  parts  well 
fegelbcr,  and  well  covered  and  protected  -  from  tbe 
access   of  tbe  external  nir,   bad   been   sufficiently 
ntlended  to. 

Some  yean  since,  a  good  deal  watf  written  about 
<be  eficaor  of  tbe  balsam  of  Peru,  as  an  applientlon  to 
painful  nkers,  and  to  parts  approaching  to  a  state  of 
aMtifientioq  i  snob,  for  instance,  as  Pott*s  well  known 
.caeen  of  moftifying  extremities.    It  is  to  that  eminent 
anigeon  we  were  first  indebted  for  the  substitution  of 
« lenient  mode  of  treatment  for  severe  measures  In 
•oes,  which  are  often  dependent  on  irremediable 
end  adroit  only  of  palHatlvo  treatment.    But 
Itare  seen,  again  and  again,  most  surprising  benefit 
te  irise  firom  anointing  tbe  parts,  even  when  extensively 
dhcoinnred,  end  almost  black,  witb  clarified  boney ; 
earclnlljr  eovering  tbem,  when  so  anointed,  wkb  folds 
"ef  eocton-waddiog,  and  phieing  tbem  in  tbe  easiest 
'lilMlbiL  position.    The  inunction  will  require  to  be 
aepMted  el  Intervals  ef  one  or  more  days ;  nnS  tbe 
^<nwet  be  taken  to  envelope  the  parta  well 


anf  farther  snggestioae  from  me,  that  tbe  same 
pfBCli«e  18  applicable  ta  a  variety  of  local  ^afPections, 
such  (e.fi,)  as  ulcerated  cbtlblaina,  &C.,  where  tbe 
affected  parta  are  weak  and4rritable. 


fBo^pital  lEieport»* 
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dASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  CONDITION 
or  THE  STSTEM  WHICH  IS  ACCOMPANIED 
BT  OXALIC  URINE. 

By  Edwaso  Ballabd,  M.D.,  Lnnd.,  Physictmn   to 
^^•i^ne  St.  Panerss  Royal  General   Dltpensary,  and 
Itf  edical  Tutor  In  University  College,  London. 

(dtkUnued  from  paye  409.) 

Ckim  VI. — Chroiiic  Rbeomatisk. 
A.  L.,  aged  28  years,  presenting  no  hereditary  ten- 
deney  whatever  .to  dlnease,  has  been  married  nine  years, 
and  in  that  time  has  had  four  children  and  one  mincar- 
ri»ge.    She  norsed  ber  two  first  ehildrcn  from  eighteen 
months  10  two  years,  and  has  had  one  at  ber  breast  now 
fojr  more  than  a  twelvemonth;  applied  at  the  Dispensary 
otiitkt  18lhbf  June,  18-16.    It  appears  that  for  more 
than  two  yesrft  she  has  been  the  subject  of  painful 
swelling  of  the  small  joints  of  the  hands  snd  feet.  Her 
illness  comnieoeed  shortly  after  the  birth  of  ber  third 
ohikl,  in  consequsnoe  of  exposum  to  the  draughts  of  air 
and  dampness  of  a  washhoose»  with  pains  in  all  thei» 
jolnte,  large  and  small,  of  a  severe  kind,  but  without 
any  redness  or  swelling,  and  without  any  febrile  dis- 
tni^anee.    As  these  pains  left  her,  the  small  joints  of 
the  hands  began  one  by  one  to  be  affected  with  pain» 
redness  and  swelling;   and    from  tine  to   time   the 
metatarso.phalangal  joints  of  the  feet  became  similarly 
sdected.     At  present  all  the  smaller  joints  of  the  hands 
and  the  metatarso-pbalangaljoinlB  of  the  feet  are  painful, 
tetider,  and  swollen ;  in  those  of  tbe  hands  which  have 
been  more  recently  affected  there  is  mobility,  with  red- 
ness  and  more  or  less  floctUAtion,  while  those  which 
have  been  longest  affected  are  Incapable  of  being  fully 
extended  are  not  red,  and  do  not  appear  to  contain 
fluid,  but  ars  beard  to  oraok  on  being  freely  moved. 
The  heels  am  also  tender  and  painful,  the  wrists  and 
ankles  swollen  and  painful,  but  not  rsd ;  and  there 
are  pjiin  and  tendemeas  in  the  legs,  knees,  thighs,  hips, 
arms,    elbows,  and  shoulders.     All  these  pains  am 
relieved  by  warmth.    She  feels  languid  and  weak,  and 
is  frequently  chilly  in  tbe  mornings.     Has  occasional 
pain  across  the  loins ;  ber  appetite  iA  Jereetire,  bnt  there 
is  very  little  thirst;  bowels  open;  tongue  presents  a 
slight  whitish  fbr ;  pulae  9^;  small  and  weak;  urine 
fnll-eoloured,  add,  specific  gravity  1031,  rather  cloudy, 
wilh  a  moderate  cloud-like  sediment,  consisting  almost 
wMi  t^  c«IIOtt.    By  ibis  simple  mode  of  treatment  |  entirely  of  oetobedra,  some  of  them  being  very  minute. 
eoloor  has  returned,  and  the  parta  have  i  Nq  albomen.    Ordered  to  wean  ber  infant  K,  PoUssii 
undercircumstancenwhich  were  deemed    Bromidi,  gr.  iy. ;  Inf.  Calnmb*,  oz.  las.    Fiat  baost. 
In  anch  onaea  the  balsam  of  Peru  might    tjnartis  boris  sumend. 
btinoitiusnhuit;  bnt,  if  honey  were  not  at  band,  I        S^tb.    Pain  considerably  improved,  has  put  on  her 
wottld  mcomraend  treacle  as  iu  substitute.  bopts  this    morning  which    she  has    not  been  ablo 

1|  will  Mcnr  lo  the  experienced  practitioner,  without  *  to  do  for  the  Inat  fortnight    Urine  four  pinti  in  tho 


AS$ 


ST.  PANq^lS.  DISPENSARY. 


last  tweotjr>foiir  boon,  pslo,  «cid,  spocifie  gaavitj  H)l<5, 
c^UiniDg  bo  'octobedra.  The  Bromide  of  PotaMium 
b«8  been  increaied  to  five  grains. 

JwU  aOcta.  Wat  ex|iosad  to  a  drabght  on  the  27tb, 
•■d  lAnee  then  has  suffered 'from  beadaohe,  tenderness 
of  the  scalp,  and  iaorease  of  atl  her  pains,  hot  does 
not  feel  so  languid  in  the  mornings.  Ange  PoUssif 
Brofliidani,  ad  gr.  vtij. 

Jnly  1st.  Urine  passed  this  moaning,  specific  gravity ' 
I0S5,  oontains  an  abundance  of  ocCohedra. 

^th.  No  Improfement ;  urine  of  specific  gravity  t035. 
contains  veiy  feir  octohedra.  Omit  Bf  ed.  R.  Pota^ii 
lodidf,  gr.  ▼.';  Inf.  Galnmb«,  ok.  itm^  ter  die  sonteni^ 


the  Stli.    Au^e-Potas:  lod.,  ad  gr.  vilj. 

S4lfa.  Pahis  have  not  been  any  better;  urine  has  #p 
to  ihia  tine  been  of  loirer  specific  gravity,  that  Of  tjie 
lass  tweocyofotir  boars  1019;   octohedra  remain  sm^ir 
and  few.    Omit.  Med.    R.  Vin!  Colchicf,  m.zx.;  Aiq. 
Itentb.  Pip.  oz.  iss.    Flat  haust  tef  dfe  snmend.        | 

29tfa.  Has  not  improved  to  far  as  the  eztremttiet  are 
€0ttcemed«  Jt^nt  tbere  haa  been  less  pain  in  the  hesil. 


tiiin,  and  still  more  particntarly  thai  Ibra  <ftf  ft 
manifteu  iu  alliance  to  goaty  by  4ttackiBg  tba  wtUXi 
joints  in  preference  to  the  large  ones,  is  not  omaonly 
met  with  in  persons  previously  in  rpbiut  hentth,  bnt 
apparently  requires  foritad^eveU>pmfntaconatit«itionail 
prediiposition^ derived  f^om  here4itefy^chconiQ4ebitt> 
taiiog  causes.  Perhaps  it  is  for.(h«a  reason  that 
chronic  rheumatism  is  so  difficult  to  deal  with,  and 
frequently  so  little  under  tha  infinence  of  remedial 
agencies.  Perhaps  it  is  on  thi^  account  also  Clut 
oxalate  of  lime,  thoash  by  no  meant  oottiialidy- 
excrsjed  with  tho  urine,  is  tp,  Wi%,  anc«8^onlyt  d4Wtn|^ 


I4tb.  Much  the  same';  urine  In  aU  respneU  tk[  ^n '  ^^  progress.    Chronic  rheanuoivn  Uiamiliar  to  twwj 


one  as  a  set^nel  of  the  a4;ut6t  hut  it  may  also  ha  clvmue 
from  ^he  first;  in  other  words,  there  may  be  no  fibnia 
disturbance  to  mark  iu  ojigjLp^  apd'the  only  pefta|rtibl* 
ailment  msf  be  debility,  coi^ioined  witk  the  local  dhi> 
ease.  An  example  of  this  most  obstinate  apdintraotabla 
form  is  displayed  in  t^e  case  befure  us. ,  The  patient 
attributed  her  illness  to  the  operation  of  cold  and  wet^ 
hich  no  doubt  co-operated  with  the  tendency  derived 


Urine  of  last  twenty-four  hour*,  four  pints,  cloud^/  f^om  the  detilitaling  influence  of  pver-iacUiion»6tc^ 
with  a  cloud.lilce  deposit  ocoupying  one-thii;^  *»1  fn  the  production  of  the  disease/  She"  appear^  to  ba 
bulk,  specific  gravity  1029,  re.action  very  acid,  -ffler  benefitted  at  first  by  the  administration  of  the  hionida 
deposit  contained  an  abundaaoe  of  moderately  Urger    ^f  potassium  ;  but  this,  as  well  as  ihf  iodide,'  failed  to 

give  relief  when  her  complaint  was  exaggerated  by 
renewed  exposure*  Colchicum  produced  more  perma- 
nent relief,  and  its  fhlt  efiect  was  followed  not  bv  a 
dittiinntion,bttt  by  a  remarkable  increase  of  the  oxalic 
d'epostU*  Whether  the  less  violent  operation  of  that 
medicine  bad  any  thing  to  do  with  the  ultimate  disap> 
pearance  of  the  oxalate  from  (he  urine,  I  may  be  per* 
mitCed  to  doubt,  in  consequence  of  having  observed 
another  remarkable  coincidence  as  respects  the  atmos. 
pherio  ceflbperatui^  and  the  barometric  pressure.  When 
lh«se  were  high,  and  especially  when  they  suddenly 
rose,  the  oxalataa  discharged  became  sihundant,  while 

to 

the  opposite  states  were  followed  by  a  correspondtnf^ 
diminution.  Muck  mischief)) as  been  done  to  scientifio 
medicine  by  the  stress  which  has  been  laid  uponindivi- 
dnal  coincidence ;  but,  for  ail  that,  every  step  which  it 
takes  in  advance  is  founded  upon  an  accumulation  of 
them.  I  cannot  say  that  t  can  bring  a  parallel  from  mj 
recorded  experience  to  assist  in  placing  a  value  on 
this  observation,  although  in  two  instances  t  havo 
seen  something  approaching  it.  But  neverlbelesv  "f 
feel  justified  in  directing  to  it  the  aUeuiion  of  ^hoso 
who  may  feel  Interested  in  the  existence  of  oxalato 
of  lime  in  the  urine,  since  if  sufficient  instancea  am 
collected,  we  may  )>e  assisted  in  explaining  some  of 
thcae  variations  in  its  quantity  which  are  well  knoina 
to  dccar  independently  of  variations  in  a  disease. 


octohedra.    Auge  Vin.  Colchici,  ad  dr.  ss. 

August  10th.  Finds  her  general  heaJtk  iapiovad, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  arms  the  pains  ara  all 
better.  Head  and  eyes  were  very  painful  yesterdaf. 
Urine  conUins  very  few  octohedra.  Auge  Viu.  Colchici, 
ad  m.  xTt. 

''30th.  Medicine  purged  her  from  the  1 4th  to  the  18tb, 
and  firom  this  time  the  pain  became  less  violent  and 
the  headaobre  ceased.  Urine  of  last  twenty-four  houm« 
cloudy,  with  a  cloudy  deposit,  con Uining  an  abundance 
of  oolohedra  some  very  large,  some  aggregated ; 
re-actiflin  acid,  specUfe  gravity  lOSO.*"  Omit  medicine. : 

3Sth.  Thoaima  bavo  hnve  tann  more  painful  sitee 
the  omission  of  ibe  med4oine  ;  kaa  Uken  m  firesH  cold 
and  has  sufiered  a  febrile  attaok  with  boadnehomiji 
vomi^ting.  V  rine  conuUied  abundance  of  octohedra  as 
helore,  with  a  slight  excess  of  lithgle  of  ammonia.  To 
resume  medicine,  with  Vin.  CoU;b.« dr.  ss.  ^^^  i 

September  7ih.  Pains  hav^  been  less  for  the  lasi 
week.  The  urine  of  the.  4th  was  of  specific  gravity 
1016,  and  contained  only  a  few  octohedra. 

11th.  Haa  had  no  medicine  since  last  report,  and 
pains  have  been  worse.  No  octohedra  in  this  morning's 
urine. 

Oct.   19th.    Hat  been  very  little  better  up  to  this 

<daie,  but  1s  improved  in  general  strength.    The  urine 

from  time  to  time  was  found  to  contain  no 

Contin.^ost;  R.  Tfnct.  Aconite,  <iz.'is; 

I4nim.  Saponis,  02.  iss.     Fiat  Linim.  partibns  dol.. 

.anihe. 

S9th.  Finds  relief  from  the  use  of  the  linimieihl; 
^alferedlM-  tha  laiit  week  from  rhenmtcic  pains  afieetittg 
tlie  side  of  face  and  jaw;  general  health  iropfOMd; 
<uciiie  of  ihia.v(^|^iog  of  natural  eoloisr«  with  a  uMderate 
^«ety  light  clijuid  at  the  bouom,  consiatiag  of  an 
abundaucd  of  octohedra;  redaction  aiiongly  acid; 
opedfic  gravity,  10*i3.    Diaoharged* 


Case  Ylf  .•— Lvicbaoo.  ^  '*'*' 

C.  B.,  aged  63  years,  by  otcopatidn  a  'charwoman^ 
badly  oiT  in  her  circumstances,  and  doable  to  procai^ 
a  sufficiently  nutritious  diet,  applied  M  the  Dispensary 
on  August  ISth,  1846w  She  sUles  thfal  three  weeka 
ago  she  did  an  anusualiy  hard  day*i  work,  connected 
with  nmch  stooping,  the  windows  of  the  rooms  bein^ 
eonsuntly  <^n.  The  lisllowiAg  nighl  dM  Und^n* 
sleep,  and  in  tho  morning  vns  nttackad'  wlA  piia  of 
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m^bHo^lkkg  dbarai^ler  throvgh  the  loini,  eztendiog  down 

<belMM)k  fm  of  tho  thfghs  Ifr  the  ealvee  of  ihe  lege. 

•She  neirer  atrCPered  lirbni  rheumaiiem  before.    At  the 

piBAttt  tine  the'^ih  is  !littited  to  the  loins  end  CftWei 

of  Ae  Wge;  ft  irorseliy  dmy  thiin  by  night,  appearing 

to  he  rilievtd'by  the  warmth  of  the  bed.    It  giret  her 

great  paili  ta  itoop  or  iralse  herself  from  the  stooping 

«  poeittM^    There  Is  some  tenderness  in  the  loins,  and 

^thst  part  is  eo|jiottsiy  perspiring.    She  is  pale,  weak, 

1  «»d  despotiding;   the  only' feverish  symptom  whieh 


i2«iiiffrib.— I  woold  direct  attention  here  to  the  eeftt 
which  the  rheumatism  occupied  in  reference  to  the 
ordinary  employments  in  which  she  was,engaged.  The 
stooping  poitare,  predis|K>sed  to  lumbago,  rather  fhtm. 
articular  rheumatism,  on  exposure  to  an  exciting  cause 
on  the  principle  which  hospital  practice  frequently 
illustrates  that,  parts  which  are  most  exerted  «re,  oom- 
monly  those  first  or  even  solely  attacked  with  the 
disease,  or  at  an^rate  they  are  those  which  suffers  froaii 
it  most  severelv.    J  have  seen  this  illustrated  in  the 
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^he  has  Is  a  sensft  of  heat  in  the  palm  of  the  hands.  University  College  Hospital^  in  the  case  of  the  upper 

Mid  over  the  abdomen.     She  has  lost  her  affpetite,  extremities  being  preferred  by  the  disease  to  the  loirer, 

«Bd  Iter  hbwds^  are  hahit'ually  costive.  *  llkree  day^  m  oqe  arm  selected  by  it  rather  than  the  other.    Dr. 

-'Sgo'ehe  had^some  wnetf  sonr'eructations  for  the^'first  Williams  notices  the  ss^me  phenotnfooii  in  hk Tuhiablv 

Hme  In  her  life:    She  state*  (hat  her  uHfie  is  scanty,  work  on  the  *' Principles  of  Medicine,"  refening  it 

1»M  VtVopai^,    Orders '^R.  Calomel,  gr.  ii^;   Pubr.  with  great  probability  to  the  retention  of -tone  nf  tte 

ZMftgfb:,  ^.ij.  f  Pnfr.  JUtlpm;  gr.  xr.;  Fiat  pulv.  sutin^  products  of  the  transformaiioaof  themusenlar  lemtnree, 

^dkheiJdr  R.  Bjeberisftt  Balph.,  gr.  r.;   Kxt  GenL,  the  elimination  of  which  the  syatem  frequently  attaMpts^ 

iq. «.,  pro  pit  ter  die' surnend.  as  in  the  pment  case,  bjUie  eatahlishment  of  local 

^(h.  The  lumbar  pains  she  consider*  more  soTers/.'.*^*'*'**  "  , 

^ttt  tliose  in  the  calves  have  disappeared.     She  ^gotjt^p:.!:        ■■■  .     .    ■     "  '■  .-    .  '     ■■  =^s 

liier  feetVreC  t#o  days  alter  f  saw  her,  and  h%s  suffej4di . .  ^  PROVINCIAL 

fitobs  thirinUL^tokd  cough  since..   Appetite  is  improvin||«^ 
^  ^\kd  there  Infcs  been  no  return  of  thci  eructations ,  bovi 
Kavd  been  freely  purged.     Continue  pil. ;  O^ni  aocte 
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•flUmat   ^1.  Rhei.  Co.,  gr.  z.;    Appltc..£(npl<  l^cis 
tumhis. 

Sept.  1st.  The  Ininbar  pain  baa  heipn  very  serere, 
>ut  is  much  less,  so  now^  catarrh  is  (essenii^i  states 
ihe^t  her  urine  baa  been  verji  high.^leurcd;.  bowels 
i nsnfficient^  acied  on .  ^pet,  Pu Ir.  C atharUc,  altern^ 
diebus.    Contin.  Pil.  Bebeerioje. 

4th.  Consider;]!  herself  stronger;  catarrh  has  , not 
quite  dissppeared ;  lumbarpains  distinctly  j[es8  and  leak^ ' 
constant;  urine  passed  this  mprning  cloudy,  but  rathe^ 
^tgh  coloured,  depositing  a  .very  abundant  demse 
fawn-coloured  sediment;  specific  gravity,  1026;  re^ 
action  acid;  no  albumen.  The  deposit  consists  of 
lithate  of  ammonia,  entangling  and  concealing  an 
abundance  of  octohedra,  of  large  size,  both  separate 
4nd  aggregated,  which  became  obvious  oo  warming  it. 
.  Continue  Polv.  Cathartic  and  Pil. 

Sth.  Still  some  lumbar  pain  remaining.  Two  dayf 
ago  vomited  some  watery  matter  after  eating  somA.  fat 
food;  bowels  not  sufficiently  acted  upon,  .Continus 
Pil.  Bebeertnie.  R-  Olei.  Crotonis  gtt^  g.;  Mics^ 
psinis  q.  8.  pro.  pil.,  viij.  ;.Capt.  j.^  omni  nocte. 

11th.  Bowels  act  regularly  twice  a-day;  lumbsr  pains 
disappearing ;  some  cough  remaining  still ;  urine  has 
not  been  opake  since  the  specimen,  examined  oi|  the 
4ih;  that  passed,  this  morning  is  rather  jiale,  slightly 
«loudy,  and  preseau  a  slight  cloud-like  deposit,  which 
contains  some  circular  thin  plates,  with  concentric^ 
'mavliingfl,  but  no  oetohedra  *  specifie  gravity  1011. 

.  )At)i«  Has  ifeo  pain  worth  mentidttSng*  but  '.is  still 
.3«iv.*^rit6d ;  howela  aet  once  daily ;  wine  cohtaiuis  ilo 
naralutea  or  other  saline  deposit. 

Ifith.  Im  mmh-  stranger,  and  can  walk  wiiAi  mofch^ 
Jaaa  fisttgae  ^  it  Icsa  ]^na*a|»irited»aad  complaias  oaly^a^. 
H^t  waakaesvof.  Aba  ankka;  appetiiB  smtiroviiig; 
Jlpw^  nttB)*'4  ^9^  preaeatt  tto  oilttaa  or  other 
«a)Mlt  4^paiit^IMwlMMr|ed. 


The  proceedtiijgs  at  tlte  Aoniversary  Meeting 
*  of  the  Provincial  Medi«aland  Sargical  Asaoctft- 
tion  at  Derby,  were  highly  aatisfactoryi  itiid 
in  reference  to  several  subjects  of  importaiioe 
to  the  welfare  of  the  Asaociatioji»  presented 
features  of  considerable  inteireat.  .  Upoa  aovft 
of  theee  we  shall  hereafter  in4  oppocbuutir  to 
^nlargfi,  but.  on  the  preaent  ocoasioit  we<  are 
jiiore  .particularly  desirous  of  dsvectiogatleiitioa 
to  that  part  of  the  pneeedtaffa  whidi  hai  refer- 
eace  to  the  treatment  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Po»r<*Lfrw  Unioas.  The  subject  was,  on  thia 
oocasioBt  foramlly  introduced  to  the  mvtic»  of 
the  Aasociatioii  4^  a  deputation  from  a  meeting 
of  gwtlemen  holding  these  appointments,  which 
had  recently  been  held  at  liratlocfc  Bath,  and 
the  VesolutiDns  passed  at  that  meeting,  on  the 
qtinMtiott  of  the  remuneration  of  the  Unioft 
Medical  Officers  for  their  services,  and  the  treat-* 
ment  experienced  by  them  from  the  Poor-Lnar 
atlthorities,  were  read  and  ably  supported  by  Mr. 
Cantrell  and  Mr.  Tasker,  two  of  thedeputatioi^ 

The  statements  of  these,  gentlemen  were 
listened  to  with  deep .  interesty  and  evidently 
{aade  a  considerable  impcjep>ion»  oalling -forth, 
the  sympathies,  not  only  of  those  who  had  suf- 
fered or  were  suffering  under  like  indignities  and 
ii4a»tioe»  but  alaot  v«  belteve!,.of  almost  everyc^ 
gentleman  pfeeent»  The  response  which  was 
»ede  to  tbia  statement  by  Mr.  Douglas  Fox, 
Dt.  QonoVtff  Dr.  Hod^kin,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  and 
other  gtntleaen,  though  not  themselves  per« 
sonnlljT  interested  in  the  subject,  yet  of  the 
highest  reputation  for  genuine  benevolencej  itnd 
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f«r  the  caiereise  of  those  priociples  of  humanity 
•B^  eojittder«tion  for  the  poor,  which  have  ever 
distinguiihed  the  brightest  ornaments  of  the 
profesaioD,  must  have  been  highly  gratifying  to 
the  deputation,  and  the  consent  of  two  of  these 
gentlemen  to  act  on  the  Committee  then  ap- 
]K>iBted  to  watch  over  the  question,  to.  aid  hy 
their  counsel  and  influence  in  following  out  the 
objects  of  it,  appears  to  us  of  much  importance 
at  this  juncture,  when  the  time  is  apparently 
approaching  in  which  a  struggle  must  be  made 
for  the  attainment  of  something  like  equity  in 
the  dealings  of  public  authorities  with  members 
•f  the  medical  profession. 

We  are  aware  that  some  eminent  Individuals 
^••6  of  opinioii  that  these  quettions  should  be  left 
.to  find  their  own  lovel ;  that  the  medical  man 
should  be  ready  to  give  hie  services  to  whom- 
•soevor  may  seek  them,  and  that  when  these 
services  are  to  be  exerted  in  favour  of  the  poor 
the  eonsi deration  of  remuneration  should  not 
be  prominently  brought  forward.  Again,  it  is 
inrged  that  (he  gratuitous  services  of  the  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  in  private,  and  at  public 
institutions,  have  ever  been  cheerfully  awarded, 
and  moreover^  that  in  the  latter  case  there  is  a 
quid  pro  quo  which  readers  honorary  medical 
and  snrgical  appointments  at  these  institutions 
objects  of  desire,  and  for  which  keen  contests 
not  unfrequently  t|ke  place. 

This  question,  is  indeed  raised  in  another 

oeliimn  by  an  esteemed  member  of  our  Asaoeia- 

tioD,  hut  there  is  a  fallaey  in  the  statement  of 

'H  which  Ilea  at  the  root  of  every  argument 

'which  we  have  seen  or  heard  advanced  on  the 

•fttbjeet.    It  is  perfectly  true  that  Hospital  and 

Dispensary  appointments  are  coveted  by  the 

profession  from  Tarious  and  mixed  motives, — 

for  the  opportunities  which    they  afford   for 

studying  disease,— for  the  standing  which  they 

confer,  &c.  &c,— as  well  as  for  the  exercise  of 

those  feelings  of  benevolence  which  are  moft 

grateful  to  the  gefiuine  phiiantbnopist.     But 

then  the  seeking  after  such  appmotments  is 

in  the  first  place  entirely  and  purely  voluntary, 

^whatever  may  be  the  motive  which  influeeees; 

.and  in  the  next  pleoe^  the  appointmenta  are 

.tenorary,  and  the  inatitutions  being  in  essence, 

*eharitable  and  private,  there  can  be  no  claim 

'•n  the  governors  for  more  than  for  that  estima*- 

tloB  which  must  always  follow  when  the  duty 

Js  nbly  and  efiidently  performed.     The  subl 

■eeribers  to  such  institutions,  contribute  their 

aiite  of  benevolence  after  one  fashion,^— their 

•one,  two,  or  twenty  guineas  annually,  as  the 

•ease  may  be :   the  medical  officers  bestow  their 

aid  after  another  fashion, — their  advice,  the  ex* 

ercise   of  their   professional  skill,  and   their 

time.  Each  party  does,  according  to  his  ability. 


voluntarily,  and  at  his  own  free  ooet,  whether 
in  money  or  in  that  which  is  more  vahiehle, 
contribute  to  the  auppert  of  the  medleil  duirity. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  UnioB  appointaients, 
where  is  the  honour  whidi  ehottld  lead  oMiieal 
men  to  covet  them?  Where  ia  the  bMevelent 
feellngi  which,  exercised  in  their  estMisitnient, 
should  confer  on  such  appointments  elidms  to 
consideration  ?  Where  is  the  freedom  of  choice 
left  to  the  medical  man,  as  to  whether  he  shall 
or  shall  not  consent  to  hold  them?  Is  he 
not  compelled  to  undertake  these  duties,  onerous 
and  irksome  often  in  the  extreme,  by  the 
threat  of  competition  in  his  private  practice, — 
in  his  struggle  for  a  maintenance  for  himaelT 
and  family?  Instead  of  the.  daily  visit  to  the 
wards  of  a  hoepital*  whero  ail  hie  palieaH  are 
collected,  and  all  applianoeaof  jfoodaiidmedieiiies- 
properly  provided,  for.  Uie  eier eiee  of  medical 
and  aurgical  akill  under  every  adTaatigeir  i» 
he  not  eompelled  to  traveMe  en  eoetossive 
dietrict»  expoeed  tetho  iaolenieooiee^of  weather, 
—to  eater  the  ahodes  .ef  wretehedeeea  oHen 
reeking  with  infeotioiiedleeasa»h«naelf  oafeeUed 
with  fatiguOiT— to  provide  and  diepefiee  the 
necessary  medioinee.«— to  wring*  from  Boards 
of  Guardians  the  necessary  food,— to  ffccord 
his  cases,— to  submit  hie  statements  to  the 
criticisni  of  men  incapable  of  oompnhendlng' 
them,— -to  supply  returns  when  called  for,  and 
to  perform  a  hundred  other  offices,  and  all  for 
a  miserable  pittance,  which  in  mo^t  cases  can 
barely,  if  indeed  it  do  ao  at  all»  cover  his 
expenses.  Where,  then,  is  the  analogy  betweea 
these  cases  ?  Where  is  the  honoor  or  advantage, 
at  least  in  a  worldly  point  of  view,  whidi  can 
attach  to  the  Union  appointment  ? 

The  Union  medical  officer,  who  doeehisiduty, 
whether  rewarded  or  not,  must  exereiae  more 
self  denial,  must  be  called  upon  in  a  far  higher 
degree  to  administer  from  geneiiie  benevoleiice 
to  his  fellow  creatures,  than  either  the  hospital 
physician  or  surgeon ;  but  the  th»eat  of  essBpuU 
sion  is  held  out  to  hirai  and  the.  exefoiee  ef  his 
calling  is  paid  for ;  aon^e  t^ieepeaee^halfpenny 
per  visit  is  awarded  him ;  his  ^pointroent  is 
consequently  not  an  honorary  one,  and  his 
unwearied  exertions,  his  skill,  his  time,  are 
hired  by  the  public,  and  he  is  subjected  to  inqui- 
sition in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  hdd 
responsibly  to  those  who  are  unable  to  appreciate 
him,  and  after  years  of  faithful  service,  is  per- 
haps at  last  dismissed  from  office  because  some 
younger  and  less  experienced  man  will  take  the 
same  at  a  trifle  less. 

Now,  it  ia  easy  to  say  that  it  ia  the  grateitoes 
exercise  of  certain  hoaerary  and  eeteeaed 
appointments  which  leads  to  this  endervalninf 
of  the  services  of  the  Union  Medioal  Qftoeis,  bet^ 
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«•  Mfeai  Ike  oases  lure  by  no  means  psrHlieL 
itis  e^aUy  e«sy  to  ellege,  end  it  must  be  owned 
vldi  teoie  siiev  ef  reason,  that  the  fault  is  in 
tiie  asedieal  itten-^hat  they  are  not  true  to 
thenselvee;  bet  does  that  justify  the  public > 
These  are  not  cases  of  private  benevolence, 
end  wh^re  the  acceptation  of  office  is  purely 
voluntary,  but  the  appointments  are  public, 
intended  for  the  relief  of  the  public  purse,  as 
well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  poor/  and  the 
services  rendered  are  as  much  entitled  lo  a  fair 
and  equitable  remuneration  as  are  those  of  any 
other  department  of  the  public  service. 

What  would  be  thought  of  a  medical  military 
44»peintmeiit  te   be  thus   aaaouncsd   in    the 


''-*  £03^  ae^iaseatef  Horse  Guards—.  To 
be  SiMifemi,  Mew-TheiMa  Smith»  of  University 
CoUepi,  koMMt,  at  a  salary  of  sixpence  per 
4a|v«4Beleed  of  Geoi^e  QtiUiver,  Esq.,  supers 
S0dmif  as  deoHning  to  tak^  less  than  the  cus- 
tiMBary^regtmentttl  •Ikwsiiee.'' 

Yet  i#  Ibis  vlrtaMHy  done  with  Union  appoint* 
taeilts,  and  it  might  be  done  with  equal  readiness 
with  military  appointments  were  the  Govern- 
meat  Suthorities  so' disposed,  and  be  extended 
to  other  departments  than  the  medical.  But 
fio,  the  Oevernment  are  herein  wiser  in  their 
generation.  The  salaries  of  public  officers, 
of  whatever  rank,  are  fixed,  and  fitting  appoint- 
ments are  made  accordingly,  and  honours  and 
rewards  given  in  addition,  to  such  as  meritori- 
4Ki8ly  discharge  the  duties  ef  them.  Why  then 
eheiild  the  publie  be  so  ready  te  take  advanta^ 
in  the  case  of  medical  men  alone,  of  a  com- 
petition which  would  be  exercised,  were  it 
permitted  to  be  eo,  in  every  department  of  the 
ImMo service?  vhysboold  the  injustice  be  per- 
palJEaledlker^asd- here  only,  ef  cempeHing  the 
reviees  ef  ebie  and  experienced  men,  of^en  too, 
tlie  fisk-ef  IHb^^  We  leave  it  to  the  political' 
casuist  loiamwev  if  he  can,  while  we  woald  urge 

•  «i(poB  the-  membsrs  ef  the  medical  profession 
'  grwnerally,  whatever  may  be  their  standing,  to 

•make  common  cause  in  the  matter,  and  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  from  the  public  due  reco^* 
aitiOtt  of  all  public  services  rendered  by  the 

*  profession,  and  such  adequate  remuneration 
-for  them  as  they  are  justly  and  honourably 
'entitled  to. 


^votttoinffi^  at  S^ocittita. 

SOUTH-WEStERN  BRANCH  OF  THE  PROVIN- 
CrAL  MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

AMNCAt  MEETrNO. 

On  Friday,  the  16th  of  July,  1847,  the  meeting  of 
'  tbie  Branch  Assddaiiou  wat  held  at  the  Rojal  Institu* 
Jkon  of  Cornwall,  Traro. 


Amongst  those  who  were  present  werd  C.  BarbasS^ 
M.D.,  Traro;  E.  J.  Spry,  £«q„  Traro;  R.  H.  Wflllaiei, 
Esq.,  Traro ;  R.  L.  Peonell,  II.D.>  Exeter  $  C.  OarlyOa, 
M.D.,  l^ftiro;  W,  D.  KIngdon,  M.O.,  Eteter;  /.  L. 
KirluMss,  Esq.,  Trurs ;  W.  G.  Gorringe,  Esq.,  Koyal 
Cnrnwrnll  lofirmary;  J.  R»  Oaislc,  Eiq.,  8t»  iatf; 
Alex,  Paul,  £«q.,  Traro,  $u» 

Dr.  0.  Barham  took  the  chair  In  the  abseaee  ef 
Mr.  Barose,  of  Ezeler,  the  retiring  Prealdettti  a  IsUAr 
Stom  whom  haWag  been  i«ad  by  tha  ^eersiarjr,  ex- 
pressing  his  rvgrei  at  not  being  able  to  attend.  Dr.  C. 
Barham,  the  Preeident,  addressed  the  msstlttg  as 
Mlowt  :— 

Geotlemen,— My  first  doty  is  to  express  the  regret 
I  feel  (hat  our  late  President,  Mr.  Baraes,  Is  not  hers 
to  opoB  oar  proceedings.  Those  who  know  that 
gentlemao  best  will  best  appreciate  our  loss.  It  is, 
however,  a  satisractinn  to  those  who  witnessed  the 
able  manner  in  which  he  performed  bis  duties  last 
year,  at  Exeter,  to  be  quite  sure  that  the  effects  of 
age,  to  which  he  himself  has  alluded,  have  very  little 
to  do  with  his  absence.  In  acting  as  his  saccessor, 
I  am  fully  aware  that  it  is  purely  the  consequence  df 
my  having  been  the  oldest  member  of  tho  AssoeiatiOa 
in  this  town,  which,  from  its  containing  the  Coanty 
Hospital,  may  be  called  the  medical  capital  of  Corn- 
wall, that  I  have  the  honour  of  filling  this  chair.  It 
was  Considered  by  the  Council,  and  I  think  jastly, 
thongh  I  had  no  share  in  suggesting  such  an  arrange- 
ment, that  to  hold  an  annual  meeting  here  in  the  far 
west  would  probably  tend  to  make  the  Association 
better  known,  and  odnseqnently  better  supported  among 
the  medical  men  of  Cornwall;  and  in  fact  the  number 
of  members  was  about  doubled  in  (he  coonty  after  this 
decision  was  adopted;  and  though  they  even  now 
amount  only  to  twenty-three,  not  a  sixth  part  of  the  total 
members  of  this  Branch,  and  we  cannot  therefore  wonder 
that  our  meeting  is  a  small  one,  still  we  may  be  con- 
fident, and  indeed  have  already  had  proof,  that  the 
design  of  the  Cnuncil  in,  as  it  were,  forcing  the  Associa- 
tion on  the  attention  of  the  profession  in  this  part  of 
England,  will  be  snccessful. 

Time  will  not  allow  of  my  enlarging,  as  I  might 
desire,  under  the  circumstances  just  now  referred  to, 
on  the  merits  o{  th\B  Association ;  I  must  content 
lAysolf  with  stating  them  very  snmmarfty.  Tn  my 
own  hnmble  opinion,  the  sSntral  Aseociatfon,  together 
with  its  Branches,  fulfils,  or  is  capable  of  ftlfiling, 
everything  that  can  reasonably  be  hoped  for  fross  the 
combination  of  provincial  praetiiioiiers.  Tho  pvta- 
ciples  and  designs  laid  down  by  the  original  foandbrs 
jof  the  Associatiim  were  sound;  and  I  can  assert, 
having  watched  their  working  with  inCersst  for  many 
;  years,  that  they  have  been  firmly  adhered  to,  and 
jtudicionsly  carried  out.  One  great  ol\|eet  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Assficiation  as  a  whole,  is  to  give  a 
rallying  point  for  the  profession  in  the  country,  when 
its  general  interesu  are  at  stake.  In  this  relaticn  it 
seems  to  me  that  good  service  has  been  done  by  it, 
the  proper  middle  course  hsving  been  kept  between 
the  advocacy  of  innovation,  becanae  things  wars  new, 
and  the  support  of  old  things,  because  they  were 
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old.  Again,  bj  its  publioatfoos  it  bsa  doae*  •nd  does, 
vhftt  no  merely  local  society  coaW  «ff6e(,->-ooUectiog 
lo  a  looas  the  scattered  Hglite  6f  the  prottnett*  and 
giving  tbem  forth  again  to-  ea«h  naabar  in*  a  node 
which  na1r«s  bfm  poM«tM  fn  thom  a  tort  ol  penoaal 
property;  and  no  one,  I  thitilr»  oao  doabt  that  Uiti 
avwnnt  of  prodoctiveheM  of  oar  oaaolry  dofton  bat 
haeii  greatly  increated  ahiee  Ihie  piAlfeitgr  hm  been 
ghren  to  tbeir  researfebM.  GMi*d  hat  litM«iaa  bara 
dose*  and  moch  nmre  nay  ha,  by  tha  pttiwiary  aid, 
as  well  at  the  dire«ti«Q;  agbfdail  to  partiaaUr  ii»faatiga- 
tioafl.  When  we  look  at  the  Braneb«t,  we  And  that 
th&y  effect  all  the  purpotet  of  local  dabt,  at  the  taibe 
tine  deriving  honour  and  stabilhy  from  Ifaa  parent 
atocb.  They  are  of  a  convenient  sAze  far  the  tacial 
ovltiration  of  oar  tcienoe  and  art,  and  of  natural  goad 
fellowtbip;  and  as  hat  beeo  lately  proved  at  Taonton, 
they  may  be  rendered  very  effective  in  ttrengthening 
the  hands  of  private  practitioners  for  the  detection  and 
ponishment  of  professional  fraad,  and  tbe  sappression 
of  qaaobery.  On  my  Cornieh  brethren,  I  would 
especially  urge  the  claims  of  oar  Branch,  for  nowhere 
does  the  barrier  of  remoteness  more  effectually  check 


estimate  from  these  cases  alone,  I  shoold  considsr  Ibr 
hiltrodiKtion  of  this  practice  as  a  boan  of  a  high  oriBr» 
•ImottiwithoQt  drawback,  to  saffeilDg  huafiirf^. 

Id  the  history  of  the  AssoeiaUon  dttrisg  Mm  pHt 
year  the  most  prominent  event  perhapa  it  tht  ahangw 
effected  in  the  freqaency  of  pabllcatlra»  and  hi  the 
'  character  of  the  Journal.    When  thb  quartiott  wbadmr 
the  Joamal  shoald  even  be  continued  waatttbnilM  to* 
a  committee,  I  felt  that  the  qaeition  df  tiie  ezistshca 
of  the  Association  itself  was  really 'iigitated,  to  flnsly 
am  I  pertuaded  thai  it  is  ttie  hond  whiah  lte«ps  aa* 
together,  the  peri>etQai"refre8ber  of  tha  VlnTing  that  w» 
constitnte  one  cominoiil'ty,  as  w^t'ksthd'most  rakiabia 
'repoti^y  of  the  oontfibntiorisolTVidlr  meiftbH^  aadhi 
a  lower  sens^,  the  ^a/if  ;»ro  (fird;wblieh  ia«Mit  looked  ta* 
as  an  cquivaleht  for*  pecaAtary  tatMribafioo.     But 
inatead  of  being  abitodtMftM',  1l«lil«1l|bw«*i«Aitad  iaio- 
It,  and  yoa  will  all  agre^  wftb  ite  ttaC  Mrf mpa^aaateat 
ju  qablity  has  been  more  tbilff  ptaparfiaaafa  to  tba 
l^trianed  freqoency  «»f  Its  p«iMlcaiiaa«    Von  rwtti  also,. 
I  belitve,  concur  with  me  in  daaiiHif"ttat  yat»  graatar 
stren^h  may  be  thrown  into  tManrgsiii  .wbstli  I.  «ali 
cfUl  tie  lunp  of  oor  ^ataciatfo^. 


the  lotercoarse  of  medical  men  with  the  more  central  if*    T^fning  to  oar  owa  Brandy  whilst  it  Is  satttAictory 


positions  of  the  profession,  and  consequently  it  is  to 
none  more  grateful  to  devote  a  holiday  now  and  then, 
(few  and  far  between  they  must  be,)  to  scientific  and 
social  i&tercoorse  with  those —some  of  them  probably 
old  friends^-xwho  have  been  acting  in  a  sphere  in  one 


way  or  other  different  from  our  own.    I  will  also  freely    pf  •  I^^ge  prsolice  till  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death,. 


say,  that  owing  to  the  pariicolar  employments  prevalent 
in  this  eonniy,  partly  too  to  the  independence  of 
ear  suigaoas  en  exirao^pas  aid,  tbe   frequency   and 

,  dangeroQS  character  of  injuries,  and  the  extent  of 
practical  abill  brought  lo  bear  on  their  treatment,  ave 
nowhere  exceeded;   and  that,  consequently,  tbe  ex-. 

,  perience  of  every  one  around  us  can  furnish  valuable 
contributions  to  our  Joaroal,«-in  fact  they  ought  not 
io  be  withheld* 

A  very  earsory  glance  at  the  medical  history  of  the 
^st  year  will  be  solfioiant.  At  one  lime  thefe  appeared 
lo  be  a  probability  of  considerable  changes  in  the  rela- 
tions of  tbe  profession,  internal  and  eitemal.  But  it 
is  needless  to  discuss  the  merits  either  of  the  Regitfi^i- 
^Kk  Bill,  which  was  differently  viewed  by  different 
Branches;  or  of  the  Health  of  Towns'  Bill,  whfch 
woald  certainly  have  oonstitnted  one  step  in  placing 
aar  prafession  in  legitimat^connection  with  the  State, 
haih  meatnrss  having  shared  the  fate  of  preceding 
atedical  legislatioiL.,  T<>  attempt  any  retrospect  of 
practice,  would  on  this  occasion  ba  absurd,  but  I  should 

.  aot  be  jaatified  in  passing  without  mention  a  fact  so 
▼try  remarkable  as  the  introduction  of  the  inhalbtion 
•f  elher  in  connection  with  operative  turgery^  I^ 
would  not  become  me  ,Uk  pronounce  judgment  oa 
its  maiiu  in  any  decisive  tone,  whilst  surgeons  of 

,.  aaknowledged  eminence  entertain  differing  opinions  on 
tbe  talj^ect;  bat  I  mast  state  the  fact,  that  in  ^ar 
hotpitttl  hart,  and  in  this  neighbourhood,  this  novel 
ageaoy  hasbeanamployfdin  a  great  variety  of  insunoes, 
aaany  of  them  being  capital  operatiqns,  with  soch 
anllanaly  tatisiaetflry  retails,  that  were  I  ta  iorm  my 


that  disath  has  deprived  ut  of  hm  one  member  during 
the  past  year,  it  ia  painful  to  me  to  have  u$  record  in 
that  individnal,  oaa  of  the  oldest  surgeons  of  this  town^ 
Mr.  Ferris,  the  personal  friend  of  many  of  us.  Though 
no  longer  young,  he  had  actively  discharged  the  duties 


an  event  most  extensively  regretted. 

This  first  visit  to  Cornwall  may  perhaps  be  regarded 
at  the  most  important  circumstance  in  the  Annual 
Ragittar  of  our  Branch.  It  is  an  experimental  trip^ 
aatf  I  hope  its  sacoessful  results  will  be  apparent  next 
year,  when  we  ahall  probably  meet  at  Plymonth,  aifd 
be  ptavad  by  tha  large  artandaaca  af  Coniiah  membera. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Dr.  Cailyoa,  and  aaconded 

by  Mr.  Kirfcaan,  **  That  tbe  aakt  Annaal  Mealing  ba 

haU  at  PlaaMatb." 
Proposed  by  Dr.  Paanall,  aaAeatattdad  by  If  r.  Wflllama,. 

"  That  Dr.  Btiller,  of  Plyaoatby  ba  tba  Framdent 

alMt" 
^f  ropoaad  by  Ur«  Spry,  and  aecaodad  bp  Dr.  HettowUr 

"  That  Dr.  Kiagdan,  be  rai^lecied  SaeattMyJ' 
Proposed    by    Mr.   WiUiama,  and  aaoonded    bj  Or. 

Oarlyon,  «Tbat  Mr.  Bamea,  Eieler;    Dr.  Sbaplar,. 

Exeter;  Mr.  Fiigf, Plymouth;  Dr.Yonga»J'ljrasanlh; 

and  Mr.  Swaine,  Davenport,  be  the  new  members  of 

the  Council  in  tbe  room  of  thote  who  retire,  according 

to  the  rule, — via..  Dr.  Pennell,  Mr.  Jamea,  Dr.  Xetleyt 

Mr.  De  la  <iarde,and  Mr.  GiArial.*' 
^rc^osed  by  Dr.  PenneU,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  KIngdon,, 
'    **That  the  best  thankt  of  ihit  meeting  be  given  t» 

Ibe  Council  of  the  Roral  Inslltatioa  of  ^^omar*!!.  for 

t1|eir  kindnett  in  opening  Ibair  Maaeiun    to  the 
N    inspection  of  visitors  and  allowing  the  uae  of  their 

room  to  the  mambara  of  tfaia  Biaaah  of  Um  Aaaoci- 
.    ation  on  the  prtteut  ecoasiaa.'' 
Proposed  by  Mr.  Kirbaeas,   and  asaoadad     bj   Mr^ 

Quick,  *<  That  (he  Setiatarp  baraqaeaiad  lo  e^pmal 

to  tba  CoancU  of  the  ^**^'ii^j  tjit  rattafiaiittop  Iblfc 
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kffktwmmhtnot  tkii  Bnwch  Sa  iha  rttalt  of  the 
^kttgM  «ftoM  in  wifil  oi  lb*  Joiraal,  and  ttmr 
Jh«p«  Ihtl7«t  iuIlM'  flffortiy  mpd  if  tiec«mirj,  oatlaj, 
will  to^intMl  li»i|««dt  mndeiii^  il  •  perfect  represM- 
'  tUtocCtlwUflli  obwaetvr  of  tb«  AM4)ci«tioo,  sDd  • 
i»a>lw<-  wporilPjqi  ^  9«no4ic«l  iMdical  aa^  tar* 

l^t^mtijl  ^  Br.  Caifefos,  and  Mconded  Mr.  Spry, 
«TlMU  llM  tiiaiilu^  «C  Ihia^  aeeling  bA  given  to  the 
letirif  BmaUM,  t^e  ^^f9«etaf  j*  an^  oiher  ■avben 

'  of  tho  Oenooil  Air  HffnfJinfn^e^  daring  the  peet  year, 
aa^  ihaA  they.  1^  .if^iefied  to,  aece|>t  the  gratelai 
■utimrliiteimu  i>f  tha  awahara  preeent." 

€oii«v«icaTS<W8. 

A  caM  of  dnt^o'fcaamaa  aa4  dialocaUaa  of  the 
greetor  portfoa  of  th»  rfght  a8ira|alii^i»rwarde  aad 
oatvarde,iPM  ttan  -md  by  Ur.  U^  J.  Spry,  Sorgeoa 
io  the  Royal  CoravriMaflraiarf*     . 

Br.  C.  Battaam*  nyeWaa  i».4|m  Rayal  CoravaU 
lafinoaiy,  i»«d  att  faliiwetiag  caia  of  *«Fariodlcal 
Tarpara  and  fkartoaa  €ataai«iia»'' 

BMaaaaiTB  or  Qtjrams. 

Dr.  Kiogdon  iotrodoced  a  new  preparation  of  qafnine 

vhieb  be  had  lately  succeeded  in  preparing.    It  to  the 

DUaFMnite,— -that  ia,  it  consists  of  one  part  of  arseniuns 

acid,  and  two  of  qoinine;  it  to  a  powerful  medicine, 

aad  eoe  which  he  has  foond  of  great  benefit,  especially 

ia  chronic  cntaneoua  aifectians,  and  has  no  donbtU 

weald  ba  rqoally  beneficial  in  agoe,  tic  dolonreqi,  and 

aeoralgia.    It  possesses  both  tbeqoaKties  of  a  mineral 

*ad  vegetable  tonic,  and  when  ihe  system  has  become 

habitnated  to  either  the  one  or  the  other,  (which  we 

fieqaeutly  find  the  case  from  long.contiooed  ase),  by 

Ihe  administration  of  this  medicine  yon  stiH  keep  up 

the  former  action,  while  at  the  same  time  a  new  one  to 

iatrodoced  into  the  system.    He  related  a  case  which 

deaonstratea  thie  very  satisfactorily.    Ayoaagwoman 

Who  had  been  aflWeted  with  lepra  sis  years,  was  f  dmiued 

a  patient  at  the  Exeter  Dispensary,  under  hit  eare,  aad 

wasoraered  the  Liq.  Potaesm  Arsenitto,  with  Decoct. 

Dalcamartt,  three  tinae  a  day.    Por  a  time  the  disease 

appeared  to  boiimproviug,  bnt  it  gradually  got  back  to 

Its  former  atate,  although  the  quantity  of  arsenical 

eolation  was  increased  to  the  full  extent;  be  then 

eiderpd  one-third  of  a  grain  of  diarseniie  of  quinine 

te  be  taken  twioe  a  day,  and  the  following  week  the 

eruption  was  much  improved,  to  maka  use  of  her  own 

expression,  "  It  was  looking  quite  beaniifol."    It  has 

beea  gradually  Increased  to  lour  times  a  day,  and  now 

ihe  to  nearly  well. 

Dr.  Kingdon  has  tried  it  in  several  other  cutaneous 
diseases,  and  with  equal  sacoeas.  The  prapaiation 
is  made  hi  Ihe  following  nwaner :— He  first  dissolves 
64  grains  of  arsenioas  neid,  and  33  grains  of  pearl 
aihes)  or  aabcarboaate  of  potash,  in  lour  onacas 
af  disUHed  water,  by  boiliag  it  for  about  half  an 
hoar,  and  then  makes  It  up  to  foar  oaaces  with  as 
maeh  water  as  may  be  reqalrsd,  so  that  each  drachm 
vay  contain  two  grains  of  arsenic.  Ha  adds  five 
drachms  of  this  solntiba  to  two  aeraples  of  dtoalphata  of 
qaiidna,  pravioatly  disolvad  In  boinaf  dtoHBed  water; 
haamdiatalj  a  white  cardy  pndpitau  toibnaad,whkh 


is  the  dS-arseaita  of  qaialaa ;  ha  Ibeii  poara  Itoa  a  filter, 

weU  washes  U,and  laavaa  It  on  Iha  ftHar  tad^.   Whan 

the.  proportiona  are  aoonralely  weighed  Iha  water  la 

neairal,  and  ao  aiaeato  oaa  be  dateetad.  II  to  aaotyslal . 

liaabla  and  taselable  In  water,  hat  eotebla  i&  aloahaL 

Ha  givea  the.oDt-llriid  of  a^  gmte-  for  a  data  ladM  ai 

deyr  aad  gradaally  taceaases  <il  to  thwa  and  four  tiflMa-. 

la  Iha  eoarsa  of  the  day,  allhar  asada  iafto  pilia  witbi 

breM»  or  la  the  Ibtai  of  powdafa  nsisad  wllli  a  Uttl» 

sugar  ar  gam;  af  aaana  natUag  noid  aMisfchaglffa» 

at  Ihe  aama  Uma,  aa  ilMrt  woahl  dasaaipewii. 

•  > 

Mr.  Spry  detailed  a  case  ia  which  a  mass  of  foreign 

mailers,  909mwldug  of  hair,  wool,  rsgs,   and   thread,. 

weif^lng  aa  oome  aad  ti^  drachms,  was  expelled  from 

the  bowato  of  ayoang  woman  aged  16. 

DtSORDEREO  AFPCTmB. 

Itfr.  Kirkness  mentioned  the  following  ease  of  a 
young  woman  who  had  several  bald  places  on  her  head, 
whi<^  was  occasioned  by  her  palling  out  the  hair  and 
eating  it :— A  youag  woman,  aged  512, residing  in  Traro, 
had  been  for  many  years  in  a  very  delicate  suie  of 
health,  with  irregular  meo«truaticn,  and  many  plana  for 
resl«>Ang  her  health  failed.  She  was  about  two  yaara 
ago  deteeied  eating  bet  hair,  whtoh  aecoanls  for  many 
bare  places  on  the  head,  which  had  been  aupposad  to- 
be  porrigo  decalrans.  Her  heed  was  shaved,  aad  the 
annatoral  appaiite  ceased  at  once,  for  she  alwaya 
rejected  the  hairs  of  other  people.  She  began  at  onoa- 
to  improve  jn  her  appearanoe,  and  the  catameaia 
latamed  perfectly,  and  thto  state  continued  until  her 
hair  grew  long  enough  to  pall,  when  her  old  praetica 
retsmad,  and  her  health  again  sofbred.  She  waa 
alldWed  to  go  on  for  six  months.  When  I  firstaaw  hot 
I  found  her  mooh  emaciated,  with  large  bars  placaa  on 
the  scalp,  and  again  advised  shaving,  which  was  aa 
sucoesaful  as  the  former  time,  aad  this  operation  baa 
bean  necessary  twtoe  since.  The  thoradc  aad  abdo- 
miB41  vleoara  appear  to  ba  qalte  healthy,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  her  health  sboald  so  soon  improve 
aAe^rsmoviag  the  hair,  and  again  ba  aieotad  aa  her 
hair  returning. 

jiif r.  Il^l,  of  Truro,  brooght  before  the  meeting  a 
sample  of  fluid  magnesia,  prepared  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  of 
Truro,  containing  eighteen  grains  to  an  ounce,  at  the- 
small  cost  of  five  shillings  a  gallon. 

Dir.  C.  Barham  read  a  case  of  poisoning  by  oxalic 
acid,  aad  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Mr.  Spry  brought  forward  seversl  InCaresring  caies* 
of  fibrona  tumour  of  the  uterus.  Dr  C.  Barham  als» 
mentioned  aeveral  canes  o(  the  same  description. 

Mr.  Spry  mentioned  a  case  of  paactilbnn  anA 
tobensalar  melanosis. 

:  V.  <r,  aacaoaia  or  tbb  oa  htoidss^ 

Mr.  Spry  exhibited  a  specimen  of  Iha  or  AyoMra 
endrMy  deprived  af  its  periosteal  oavering  by  alaera. 
tioa,  irrsfalar  on  ito  sarfaca,  and  la  k  perfect  state  ot 
naerosis.  The  bone  was  complete,  with  the  exception 
of  a  sarall  portioa  af  its  right  corner,  wMoh  Mr.  Sprf 
had  no  doubt  was  expectorated  at  tha  aama  time  as  the 
other  part,  but  loat  in  tha  masi  of 
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of  It  coald  IM  felt  by  a  f^iy  careful  Maminatiori  of 
Iba  throat. 

TbffiNAtoDt  ftvM  whom  it  was  obtateed  wAna  roaqg 
I,  PMidlng  at  Truro,  wbo,  at  the  aj^  of  21,  irts 
wttb  aorvothroAt  anil  cdugb;  bit  baiineM  as 
b6itler»  aspoetog  bin  to  groat  vlcfesitttdes  of  temp«ra- 
tmm  Mi  to  Srregttlarftles  of  lUing.  This  aod  sabea. 
^vai^t  attaeba  M  cyDanche  were  very  maeh  negleelad 
hy  blai,  fteYertabmlttfiig  liinieelf  to  proper  treatmeotifor 
aasAcloBCiiiMa  to  gvt  rid  of  the  retnlt*  of  one  attack 
before  ba  bad  another.  The  result  was,  that  ulceration 
apread  from  tba  tonsilafo'tha  fancei  and  larvnz/  Ke 
lostbia  TJDloa,  and  tuiered  fronl  the  most  distrentig 
«ongh»  witb  purolant  expeelotation.  The  paUte  bones 
becaase  disaneedf  as  woU  as  the  fnf^ior  sponfrj-  bones 
of  the  note.  Th«  poor  Ibllow  dragged  on  a  miserable 
-axfitanoe  for  about  six  years  from  his  "first  illness,  and 
then,  during  an  anusaally  severe  fit  of  coughing,  he 
^zpectoraied  thia  disaaied  botie,  which  was  attended 
with  great  lueaorrbage,  and  tocb  ezbanstlon  that  it 
was  .expected  that  death  woald  at  once  have  rellered 
biai  from  bis  eufiVrings.  He  lired  several  weelnl'kftnr 
that  event,  reduoed  to  a  pitiable  slate  of  inanitio]^.' 


r» 


Dr.  C.  Barbara  detailed  a  case  of  permanently  slow 
pnlso. 

Dr.  Carlvon  then  took  the  chair,  when  it  vas  pro* 
posed  by  Dr.  Pennell,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Kingdon, 
that  the  best  thanks  of  the  neinhers  be  given  to  Pr.  C. 
Barham  for  the  able  manner  in  which  ha  bad  presidtid 
over  the  meeting. 

At  fiva  oclock  the  membara.  sat  down  to  dinner  at 
Poarce*a  Hotel,  and  than  separalad  tlU  th«  ^«t 
Anaivarsary  Meeting. 


NBWl*ON    BRANCH    09   THB     PROVINCTAL 
MEDICAL  AND  SUR&ICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

AKNCAL  StBRTIKa. 

Tba  Annnal  Mevtinir  of  tb«  Nawlim  Branch  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  was  held 
%t  Newton,  on  Jul;.  22nd,  1847.  Dr.  Scott,  of  ^Llver. 
pool,  tba  ralbdng  President,  in  eonseqnenee  of  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  W.  J.  Wilson,  Kaq.,  of  ManI 
cbeator,  the  President  of  the  year,  occnpied  the  Chair. 
The  memhera  present  w erf— Robert  Thorpe,  Esq., 
Thomas  Radford,  M.D^  Thomas  Nonaw,  Esq.,  John 
Hatton,  Esq.,  ^mea  Whitehead,  £«q.,  Manchester; 
James  Kendrick,  M.D.,Jo^a  Sharp,  Esq.,  Warrington; 
John  Mather,  Esq.,  Aslitone.le-Willowa ;  Thomas 
Bott,  £a(i.,  Bury^  George  Sumner,  Esq.,  Lymm; 
T.  Gaskell,  Esq.,  St.  Helens;  R«  W.  ScoU^MjD., 
O.  C.  WaUon,  M.D.,  W.  H.  Duncan,  M.D^  h  M. 
Swift,  M.D.,  Ellia  Jonas,  Esq^  John  Bnira«ai£i%», 
Liverpool;  J.  Armitage  Pennon,  Esq.,  WoalK?«; 
William  E.  Manley,  Esq.,  Tyldesley  ;  George  Haglish, 
Esq.,  Joaeph  Rogerson,  Esq.,  Wigan.  ^ . 

Dr.  Scoft  haying  taken  tbn  chair,  addressed .  the 
meeting  as  follows  :—> 

OanUamen^«*We  have  now  met  together  on  these 
oaaMlooa  for  SMny  ynnrs,  aod  I  am  sam  that  yon  will 
«iita  #Ub  mtf  that  wbaltf  er  may  bava  bean  the  valae 


of  ibeaamaai&ngt  in  a  eitoatsic  potet  oT  view,  tlwy  bava 
at  least  beq|i  predneClra  of  maoh  aadal  eajlayniant,  aad 
friendly  feeling  .tswaodaaaab  «lb«r.  it  waa  oMrtately 
the  primary  intention  that  wa  tbmild  maba  Ibaaa 
meatiaga  condnaftva,  aa  mnah  aa-poasible,  in  aefaoiUlo 
purposes,  and  the  commnnlciAlon  of  mstnal  Inftitma 
tion;  and  wa  bava  Bot,<ma9y  ooeaeiatt,  altigatberleit 
sight  of  tbaaa  ol^aatBi  aa  asuah  aalnaMo  mmmt  has 
been  from  time  to  tima  bmngbk  bafera  ua**  Oar  time, 
however,  baft  gmiaval^  bono  aa limitad,  that  thlap<rtof 
ear  intention  baa  aoi  bea»  aa  fblly  aairled  aKt  aa  It 
would  otherwiaa  bnvo*baen,  andbaapapbaUy  ladaoflsa 
to  question  the  r^.atiliiy  of  tbeta  maatlpga.  .Tba 
more  freqiveaUy  I  bava  atianded  an  theaa  o«:nilaBi, 
tlie  mora  have  I  ArU  co^viiMxad  «f ^ba  tanpfaatio^Uty 
of  rendering  thetn  af  aa^  melwiftl  importanoa  on  tba 
scientific  parts  of  onr,pro||(smoii,i<Kmi  tba  vary  limitad 
time  at  oor  disposal  and  amid  aa  macb  other  conttoe 
busioeiB.  to  tra^inaet^  and  benpa  thaoa  meettnga  bava 
gradually  asaumed  the  sbapa  of  friendly  {^atberingp 
rather  than  of  strictly  scientific  re«anlana*-a  cbaligo 
which  aome  may  think  not  altogether  far  tba  worse. 
The  fact  is,  gentlemen,  that  there  is  really  little  necaa> 
blty  for  the  latter,  aa  the  number  of  medical  jonrliaU 
now  weekly  published,  and  our  own  especial  one,airofd 
$u:;b  facilities  for  mutual  communication,  as  to  randar 
{lersoDal  intercourse  nnnece8«ary  for  porposaa  of  tlila 
Icind.  I  cannot  nmii,  in  this  place,  to  congratulate  tba 
Members  of  the  Association  on  the  very  great  improve* 
meat  which  has  taken  placn  in  the  Joamal,  since  the 
period  of  publication  has  been  changed.  It  faa*  now 
assumed  a  rank  scarcely  Inferior  to  any  oth^r,  and  tbe 
manner  in  irhich  it  is  now  conducted  iaaa  creditabia  to 
tl)e  editor  as  iu  contents  are  to  tba  Members  of  tfce 
Association ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that  those'  of  tkis 
Br«Dch  have  contributed  ao  large  and  valuable  a 
portion.  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  Journal,  if  it 
continue  to  be  conducted  in  an  equally  aatisfaotory 
manner  as  at  present,  will  constitute  the  atrangeat  Uak 
to  cement  the  Association  together. 

^ot,  gentU*men,  though  some  of  oa  may  consider 
theaf  Meetings  neiiher  necessary  nor  of  much  valaw, 
as  r^ards  abstract  acience,  yet  there  are  other  objeeta 
of  no^liule  importance,  to  which  they  condooe.  One 
great  o^ect  is— the  organisation  of  a  system  which 
not  only  embraces  in  itself  many  eminent  and'  inll«- 
ential  raembera  of  the  profession  in  the  provincea,  bmt 

• 

which  forms  a  centre  rdund  which  all  other  memlmra 
may  rally,  when  the  more  importtnt  intaresta  of  the 
whole  profesaiouL  may  beat  aUkow  The  membara  of 
the  Local  Council  of  the  Nawton  Braacb  genbrally, 
form  at  it  w^re  the  staff  of  a  permanent  mflitia,  who, 
in  oaae  of  neijessity*  may  call  around  them  all  llm 
great  maM  of  volunteers  from  tho  aeigbouring  towtt|» 

£  mnat,  confhaa  to  yon  that  one  of  the  gT«a|eil 
ndvantages  whi^  I  have  aver  hoped  to  be  deritcd 
fkom  the  AsaoeiatioB  and  ita  Bvanahea  has  beea 
iha  maana  of  general  co-oparaAon— by  n  apedia  of 
national  aadloal  impaUe,  to  ba  dhaotnd  by  thH 
agency  to  tbe  elevation  of  onr  position  in  aocietyji 
aa  a  moral,  educated,  and  disintereatea  body  of  maaj. 
sacrificing,  at   wa  have  dona   to   aa  extent  wfai«k 
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#«gkt  not  to  have  b«en  fvquiir«d  tnm  m,  onrhidlvMaft] 

lBitmi»»  aad  perWiiBv  oar  vsIsImmm  ^imriBiwIly — 

Ar  emoiattMDU  ttattHj  •qvalHog  tboae  of  coamon 

ifliMUit.    No  oilMr  pwfaMion  tobniiU  to  tliit  degrede- 

iIob:    ipo   JMiow  diit  oar  UboaiH  tn  fh«  eante  of 

iMMHuri^  oro  mporioir  to  «11,  oxoept  m  regarda  t1i6 

iasortftl lnlBMauof  sKm,  mad  for  whUh  those  who 

flriWtlor  oiHo  thott,  ore  too  efteo  as  r<|iiall7  fnade. 

tqeolelj  iwaBerated  am  otirMlvei.    Why  shoald  all 

iMa  bo4    Why  «hottld  the   iwo   profesMoDt   Mtft! 

eawBiiil-  lo  the  l»lBii^Dnil  and  Mi^rttil  w^ll-bHng  of 

.  ttaakindy  he  thve  {§iat9W^h/r'iinpi$€d)  hM  neglected, 

ovoHoobtd,  and  loll  u  Rniggle  agolfiet  *dlfBeiiIt!ea  and 

ftimtlooa,  with   the   eelo  cmAfhi^  that   they  hire 

,  oadoatoQied  to  i^forio  a  ChrTsf fab  dtf ty. 

'    Tbia  aalrfeot  ia*  too  eomplieafcd  af&d  ettimtfve  for 

JM  m/w  to  ocenpy  yonr  thne  wfth ;  and  T  can  only  add, 

Ibnt  nanninUy  attongal  oofeeltes  on  aome  ettential 

iMiiDt  UlDB  tfate--that  is,  the  ^deterdiiii«tfon  to  retiti 

Ito  fwuif^olt  retmmnvikiHt  'by   aft  dfTfstona   and 

jBoashefa  of  the  yro^Mttion  Ihtoti^atthe  eoontry— 

lo  loAve  the  worh  uition^,  rather  thin  do  it  in  a'  manner 

ao  dof radiog  to  ue  as  a  pfofess1on^-<wonld  not  only 

toad  noit  materially  to  advance  the  profession  in  the 

iBeiiaiati0a  of  sodeiy,  bat  might/erentaBny  pare  the 

way  to  the  remuneration  of  the  medical  oSflcers  of  the 

dfepensarlee  and  hospitals  of  the    kingdom.      What 

(nsay  I  ask  yoo)  hoe  so  degraded  onr  profession  in 

^blie  estimation  f    What  has  made  our  senriees  In 

prfvAte    practice    so   ill    reqnited  f      Is   it   not   the 

ihet,   that  some  members  of  the  profession,  equally 

qaalifiedj  legally,  as  any  of  ns  t6  practise,  have  so  far 

cottdeaoended,  or  haTe  nnfortunately  been  so  far  oom- 

pellcd  by  necessity,  to  stoop  (I  may  not  say  to  degrade 

thomaelres  and  us)  to  i^eceire  such  paltry  and  inade- 

qwate  lemoneration  1    Has  not  this  tended  to  lower  the 

grade  of  the  whole  profession  ?  '  In  th^  commercial 

jspfrit  of  the  present  day,  has  ff  not  led  people  to  think 

.  that  they  mast  boyin  the  eheapest  market  1  not  con- 

alderiDg  the  value  of  the  srticle,  bat  simply  its  eost; 

iaad  do  they  not  often  boy  the  razors  wilch  Peter  Pindar 

hpeaha  of,  as  not  hating  been  meant  to  shave,  but  ail  f 

I  cannot  bat  feci,  that  if  the  subject  of  inadeqoete 

neaaeiaoratloa  to  our  prafeasioit  were  taken  op  by  this 

3ff«iiob  of  the  Assoeiatloni  which  I  brieve  to  he  the 

asoet  iaaportaat  of  all»  eemprisiag  as  it  does  meaUMrs 

ifroaa  the  great  towns  of  Iianeaehlro  and  Cheahtte,  it 

oosdd  not  fail  to  have  great  taiaenoe  at  the  meethig  of 

the  Aaaociation  at  Deiby ;  aad  if  ihe  subject  of  hiado- 

vqaato  remttnetation  were  eBeigelloally  taken  op  hj  the 

4>«aMral  Aaaociatfon,  H  might  be  attended  with  most 

lievoficial  rsanlta*     Aad  this  general  aad  aniled  eo* 

operation  of   provinolal  medical   practftionera  ia,  I 

«aacoMie,  one  of  the  giwateafhenefits  el  the  Aaeodatlon. 

..   I  f«0l  that  I  oaght  to  apoiogiao  lor  dMatalng  yen  ao 

Jaeig,  on  sMrriy. vacating  ^y  seat  lo  ose  who  ean  ao 

aaaaah  aaora  oAeieotly  and  wofthily  ill  it;  bat  havteg, 

Jt0  hmg  attended  these  meotiagSy  aai'  having  had  so 

winnh  pleasore  in  ao  doings  and  having  so  often  -bean 

qjaaationed  as  to  the  beaeflt  arising  /rem  tbem»  J  do  not 

iriab  to.  Uke  le«;re  o|>my  oiBcial  altoat«on,<^wkhoiit 

atAiuagi  in  some  degree,  the  inaaaaa  lor  whicfr  1  have 


adhered  to  It,  aad  the  h^^  which  I  entartaiSy  that 
odiers  may  carry  forward  oot  oltJeota  to*  gtaater^  noiw 
aatiafactory,  and  valoaUe  extent. 

Mr.  Hatton  then  read  the  Roport  of. the  CoaneUr- 
which  chiedy  referrad  to  the  finoMaal  afataiam  of  the 
Branch. 

The  Report  having  been  ioad|  it  w««  uaiiriMowaly 
resolved  :~7 

Go  the  motion  of  Pr.  Radford^of  MaBoheat«r»  secoBded 
by  Mr.  Nursaw^  of  Maochewtors^ 

T.^«  That  the  Report  of  the  Cogndl.  »ow  road  bo 
adopted*  and  printed  for  diatribotinn  lo  the  Moasheva^. 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  tbia  Meetiog.'* 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  Keadiiek,  of  Watfington,  aeeoadcd 
by  Mr.  Mather,  of  AshtottJo^Willowat— 
IL— «  That  the  cokUal  thanks  of  this  MeoHag  ho 
given  to  the  Preeideot«  0r.  iBcolt^  aad  to  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  Mr.  Bainbriggs  and  Mn  Tmam,  itt  their 
sarvioea  during  the  paat  year.*' 

On  the  motion  of  Dt,  O.  C.  Watson,  of  Liverpool 

seoottded  by  Mr.  Batten,  of  Manohester  i^ 
',  III.— ^'  That  Sir  Arnold  Knight,  H.D.,  of  Liverpool,, 
bo  elected  President;   Mr.  J.  A.  Ran'some,  of  Man- 
fj^^ster*  Mid  Mn  Gaskell,  of  8t  Helens,  Vice  Pre- 
si4enu  for  the  year  enaoing,  in  aeeoManee  with  the 

nomination  of  the  Council.'' 

... 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ellis  Jones,  of   Liverpool^ 
seconded  by  Mr.  Manley,  of  Tyldesley  :— 
IT.— ^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Bfeeting  be  given  to 
the  Coaneil,  for  their  services  during  the  paat  year». 
taiA  that  they  be  requested  to  conUnoe  them.*'  * 

Oft  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp;  of  Warriog|U)ji,  seconded 

by  Dt,  Kendrick,  of  Warrington : — 
,    T.F-i*«  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meeting  he  given  to 
the  General  Secretaries,  Mr.  Hatton,  of  Manchester^ 
and  Mr.  Barrow,  of  XJverpool,  for  their  senriees  daring 
the  past  year.'* 

A  letter  was  then  read  from  Mr.  Barrow,  tendering  hia 
fefig^atioB  of  the  office  of  Honoraiy  Secretary,  in 
qsineq^eoco  of  hia  remftval  to  Cliftott>  near  Bristo|». 
and  it  was  onanimoasly  resolved  :— 
Oa  the  motion  of  Mr.  H«tton,  of  Manchester,  seconded 

by  Dr.  Radford,  of  MaoohesMr  ; 
,,*^,That  thia  Association  aoeepts,  with  legrst,  Mr. 
Barrow'a  reaigaation*  aad  at  the  aame  time  beg  to* 
tender  him  their  warmest  thanks  for  the  grsat  attention 
SL|id  interest  he  has  alw^s  evinoed  In  the  welAie  of 
this  Branobr  and  beg  to  aominato  Dr*  6.  C.  Watson^ 
of  Liverpool,  as  his  soososser/' 

8omo  new  Membem  were  then  Minoqnoed. 

Co9Chi;nicatzons. 

COXntACTEn^CICATRICIM  moK  A  BimN» 

Mr.  WWIdiead,  of  Mancheslor,  Introdaeed  thw 
ffOlhwing  ease  of  aoocessfal  division  of  eontrmeted 
eifotrieoe  resiMng  from  a  asve^  buiii,  drawings  of 
wWtirlle  iithlhited  nno  representing  the  parU  prevjoua 
lo»  had  the  other  thr^  years  after,  the  operation. 

S«r  B.,aged  twenty- foor  years  and  a  half,  a  spinster, 
received  a  severe  bam  when  eight  years  of  age^  in- 
Aagast,  1830.  The  Injaiy  implicated  the  whola^of 
Iha  right,  asd  a  oossidcf  able  portion  of  the  le/t  side- 
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mi  tte  iMoIr,  iIm  MHira  of  tiie  rtgbt  arm,  incladiiif  the 

gboBM«r^  bolli  back  sod  front,  th«  «slUa,  and  a  paa 

•of  Ike  bond.    Tbo  oorraa^iidiDg  limb  was  aUo  ex. 

%mikH^  ba^x^f  but  oot  la  aa  equal  dagrae.    Twelve 

»o«tha  aAorwaida— in  ikogasiy  1831— tbe  vxthon  wtfe 

•U  yarfwiljr  bailed;    tba  rigbt  fo»-ann  waa   per- 

■Mnamljr  ooaliMt«d  upon  iha  mrm,  formiog  an  acn|e 

•Miglo  ttt  tbo  olbow  j<iint;  tbo  left  wa*  In  tlie  same  waj 

ooDtraolid,  Ibe  poaition  betog  eqnal  to  a  right  angle. 

^bo  lliaba  veve  bold  in  ibaae  poatutos  bj  a  broad  web 

•of  eloatriz,  wUob  aabtonded  tbo  angle  at  the  elbov 

joint,  mehing  from  the  dtoial  estremitiea  of  the  two 

awbeia  in  a  ailgbtly  oanrad  totm.    Tbo  bead  i^po. 

bowed  forvBfd  and  lovavda  the  rigbt  aide*  in  a  varjri 

'Inoonvoniont  and  vaogbtly  aiamiar. 

At  tbo  laat  aaoMd  dale*  being  nine  joara  of  age* 
ahopwaennd  bcMilf  for  operation*  The  cicatirioea 
were  Maoved*  and  ttab  Uaba  oxtoadeii  and  iKpt 
In  iboir  poakion  daring  the  proceaa  of  healing,  whkb 
vaa  effected  favoaiaUy.  Twelve  nooiht  after  Ihi 
^vperattoO)  the  limba  were  again  ooniracled  aa  muob  a9 
belbre,  and  the  cicatnces  gradaally  bocaaie  Aore  and 
.OMMne  Hm  and  leaa  yielding. 

In  tbo  attmmer  of  1S>I4,  fourteen  jeara  alter  ^l4 
raeeipt  of  tbo  injury,  tbo  patient  requeatod  to  hau 
another  operation  perfonnod  for  tbo  relief  of  the 
deformity.  At  tbia  period  tbe  banda  were  exceedingly 
Ibick  and  unyielding ;  tbo  aubtending  margin  of  aacb 
being  aa  firm  as,  and  of  similar  dimousioDS  with,  the 
nendo  AchUlb.  Tbe  rigbt  limb  only  waa  oparated 
apon-s  tbia  was  done  in  June,  1844.  Tbe  cicabrix  waa 
^divided  by  an  ineirion,  commencing  as  near  tbe  elbow 
joint  as  was  considered  safe,  aod  carried  ouiwanla  to 
tbe  free  edge.  On  eztettdfng  tbe  Hub  aligbtlyaft^r 
tbe  firat  incisiott,  numerons  other  fibres  started  AmaaiA 
from  tbo  parts  beneath,  forming  an  instuwoamable 
Impediment  to  ite  farther  exteneion.  Tbeae  were  abo 
dl^iJed,  aa  tbey  presented  tbemaelvea  at  each  aaoceediqg 
'movement,  until,  tbe  limb  being  brought  to  nearly  a 
•ttraigbt  liiie,  no  more  banda  were  felt  to  binder  tl|e 
free  action  of  the  joint.  Tbe  lin^  waa  kept  extended 
during  tbe  healing  process,  which  wAa  accoftpKabed 
about  ten  weeka  ailer  the  operation. 

The  patient  bas  now  (three  years  after  tbe  openlioa) 
perfect  use  of  the  limb,  which  aeems  as  strong  as  tf  It 
bad  never  been  Injured.  It  can  be  bnmgbt  to  very 
nearly  a  straight  line.  Both  the  accompanying  draw- 
ings  were  made  by  the  aame  artiat — a  nod-medicaf  man. 
The  success  of  the  operation  appears  attribatidile  to  tbe 
perfect  division  of  oil  the  fascial  fibres  reaching  llrem  One 
member  of  the  limb  to  tlie  other,  across  the  flexure  of 
tbe  joint.  « 

'  llie  enterior  and  posterior  fblds  of  tbe  axflla,  and 
tbe  contraction  extending  ttom  tbe  jaw  towards  tbe 
shoulder  and  clavicle,  weresnbaequently  divided  it  tbe 
-aame  laanner,  witbequally  favourable  reanlta.    f      i 

DUIiOCATION  OF  THk  Af<KLB 

Mr.  Manley,  of  Tyldesley,  related  the  fonowtngCaae 
of  simple  complete  luxation  of  tbe  metataiaal  boaea, 
and  exblhited  the  patient  :— 

'    July  lOUf,  1915:  I  viaited  tbe  cotton  mill  of  Vesars. 
J.  C^gg  and  Co.,  situated  at  Tyldealey,  to  see  Robert 


Lee,  aged  tD  yeaf%  a  ateni  aad  father  robnst  maa.  a 
collier,  who,  in  deaeendtog  the  jaak#weU«  eonnectad  wilb 
tbe  ateam-englnat  Ig  eeneequeaee  of  tlia  bieakiog  ^ 
tbe  rope,  at  ebest  two  yaida  frami  tbe  l«p»  was  preetpi. 
uted  to  the  bc«ieai,  a  deptb  of  eixteea  yards.   The 
dlaaseter  of  tbe  msU  to  eaudV  *a^  ^^  oo*  u^  *>• 
placed  ttie  pemp  ireee,  4ew;.  be  waa  eaployed  to  sink 
tbe  well  etm  deeper,  ami  the  ambo  be  waa  down  pre* 
vioaa  to  (be  aeddeat,  bed  left  tba  mtUat  4>f  the  rock 
in  a  rough  be««  eiala.    On  aay  arrival  ai  tbe  asUl,  I 
fovad  Mtt  tyftf  in.  a  etaie.«C  ooUapae  or  ^ncope; 
ibero  wee  sHgbt  tMia>iiea»ef  iba  IteCftit.lmd  tbe  appearr 
anoe  of  being  Aeflaa,^aBd  Ibnet  aeieaa  Ita  dorsum,  at 
the  part  where  tbe  taieai  m^  jaa<alan>il>  bonaa  join. 
Tbe  latler  wave  tbnewa.  «p,and  leaiiiiig  upon  the  tarsa 
benee,  flnoa  eae  etde-ef  ibe  tet  to  tbe  qtbef«  «p  coip- 
pleiely  lliat  I  ooaldpaaa  my  fingai;  over  the  whole 
length  of  their  articulating  aarfacea.    Whilst  the  man 
waa  in  this  aiaieef  af  aeepe,  I  attempted  to  reduce  the 
luxated  bonee  iMe  Cber  twiraial  situatioa;  firtt,  by 
laying  hold  of  tlm  whole  of  the  toea,  aod  making 
extension,  whilst  an  aasiatant  held  the  foot  by  tbe  heel 
and  ankle.    I  repeated  the  extension  in  tbia  manner, 
and  bad  tbe  liaib  placed  in  different  postures,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  muacular  reaiatauce;  after  aeveral  aitempts 
I  fonnd  tbeae  efforts  aseleas,     I  next  laid  hold  of  tb« 
metatarsal  bones  of  tbe  great  toe,  and  made  moderate 
extension,  at  the  same  time,  with  a  little  lateral  and 
rotating  motion  ;  immediately  the  bone  began  to  move» 
and  waa  very  readily  replaced.    1  adopted  tbe  aame  plaa 
with  each  of  the  meiaiaraal  bones  in  sncoeaaion,  and 
reduead  them  wi^h  great  facility.    A  piece  of  moderately 
atroag  platater  skin,  in  the  Corm  of  a   maay-tatled 
baiulage,  apread  with  Empl.  Plumbt,  waa  applied  round 
tbe  foot;  andonderneath,tofill  op  and  support  the  arch, 
was  applied  a  graduated  pad  or  splint  of  strong  grey- 
calico,  aad  over  tbe  whole  a  light  bandage.     lo  two  daya 
two  or  three  vesications  appeared  over  tbe  toea,  oeea- 
atoned  by  tbe  pressure  of  my  fingers  whilst  makiug  tbe 
extension ;  besidee  these  he  had  a  little  pain  after  tbe 
aoeideut.    In  one  mouth  be  could  move  a  little  witb  a 
attck.    In  six  weeks  be  walked  very  well. 

He  inCsfved  om,  that  when  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  a  similar  accident  happened  to  him  ;  be  then  fell 
deWB  a  coal  shaft,  and  injur^  tbe  same  foot,  and  for 
aeveral  weeks  waa  under  tbe  care  of  a  boae  aetter  i» 
Bolton;  that  ever  sinee,  there  always  bad  been  a 
rtsfiog  or  lump  open  the* upper  part  of  tUe  foou  Tbe 
sttspicien  in  ftbis  case  la,  that  be  bad  a  purtial  loxalien^ 
aad  probably,  wben  ha  orot  witb  the  last  aoddent,  aacb 
having  eccarrad,  complela  dtalocatioii  waa  ibe  ummw 
leanlly  ptedaeed. 

It  Is  now  two  years  iSnee  be  snstaload  tbe  laal 
Injury,  and  nptt  tbe  pntent  period  baa  beam  eonataatlj 
engaged  et  latocwieaa  work,  aa  a  miner  or  qnaxryaaB. 
He  dees  not  experienoeamy  uaeuainess  bealdes  afaalteg 
of  wibkasis.  Tbe  proeaat  •appeaianca  of  tbe  feet 
abowe  a  fbloeas  on  itsdersam,  tbe  twocaatxw  iiiiitalaiael 
bones  appearing  a  llnle  bigber  tbaik  tbe  xaet;— 
probably  tbe  feat  in  its  pmsent  stale  ta  what  be 
deeiribed  it  e»  be  aftsr  the  limt  injury. 

In  a  short  diseuasioB  apaa  tbe  qiteatioA  oi 
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UMtflMnt  of  labourt  hf  •iheritaUoo,  Dr.  Radibrd^  of 
Ifuiebetteff.  aUaded  'to  mom  aoeMaoit  nbkh  bad  pre- 
aeoled.tbemfeIveft  wMiIb  tlMtoopt^f  kit  knowledge, 
thftt  would  lend  tb  dImlliWb,  vmtf  wmtibt  (ho  oredit 
wkieli  htd  bemi  gttofd  ky  lUt  nmf4f  in  aiidwUiiiT. 
Dr.  Radford  ooDsSdarad  tkal  tkeiw  atn  bo  looaf  coo. 
4i6oos  of  tbo-ptrtMiont  wkiek  wmaH  iiybid  tke  imo  of 
«tbor,  md  bo  dtd  f«gord  Su  cnploywot  wttb  mom 
dvgroo  of  appfobootloii* 

Mr.  Mauley  iwponod,  ia  ninwaao.  to  obatatric 
lopies,  that  he  bad  a  paUoat^whote-  laal  c<yiftoeaBeots 
pTManted  the  namber  of  aeve*  ckildMB^itt  iba  faUowbiig; 
]B«oaor:-^Tha  first  fabter  acwalatail  of  twins*  thai 
aaaaa  not  loiaeabaiad  ^  tbo  .atoandt  two  sreaM  aftar- 
wafd«,  6t  lriptoia,-^'«te<,  iwogM»«id  one  boy ;  aixtaen 
noDtbk  akiba^qMiitlt)  she  iMui^twIiiaasalOv  both  laaJeft. 
The  father's '  age>  ibrtf;  *aib«K%  -  thirty  iva^  All 
satora)  laboors. 


MM. 
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AUTUMNAL  CHOLCAA.  , 

Aboat  nine  o*cIock  one  evening  in  the  Tiegiditiag 
of  Aagust,  1846,  I  was  suinmoaed  to  a  man  who  baa 


b6w  warni»  and  the  pulse  fuller,  forre»actkm  bad  been 

brought  on  by  fi»  hoc  applications.    There  wm  na 

pain  in  the  belly,  hut  merely  a  senaation  of  aoceneaa*. 

The  siekness  had  ceased,  bnt  the  pnrginf  >  contionnd 

incessant,  and  the  motions  ware  still  paasfd  in  bed^ 

Prom  some  mistake  the  medidne  bad  not  yei  been 

commenced,  so  I  gave^him  n  doae  of  it,  with  fim  graina- 

of  the  Palvis  Ipecacnanbs  Compositna,  which  I  bap* 

pened  to 'have  in  jny  pocket.    Tka  spaama  warn 

'smntly  shifting  front   one  mnseie,   and   firom 

'(extremity,  to  another;  and  I  soon  obaerred  that  thqr 

'were*g«oeralIy  excited  by  hia  own  aoaenenta.    I  told 

^ni  io  lie  perfectly  still ;  and,  when  be  informed  me 

where  the  spasm  ejristed,  I  put  the  limb  in  anch  n 

.  poaition  n  to  stretch  the  nmacla.    Thta  gave  htm 

Aloiost  instant  relwf ;  but  arfaen  I  mored  the  limb» 

"Ubb  patient  would,  to  aaaiaC  me,  wse  aomo  maacle». 

Which   was    ioimedlately  apaamndiaslly   aancractad. 

'Thus,  in  one  insunce,  tbo  folkiwing  comae  wna  taken  - 

i^When  the  gaatrocAomai  were  cramped*  1  extended 

'the  leg,  and  bent  the  foot  upwaida;  bnt,  whilat  doing 

so,  the  patient  need  tho4}na4deepseslenaorac«ria»  and 

4hiarinoaole  imm^iataiy  bccnnia  the  aeat  of  apaam- 

Thia  was  .roliered  by  rqtaling.  the  thigh  ontwarda; 

'bntin  aMvament  of  Ibn  hand  had  been  made  to  poiot 

to  the  aeat  of  pahs,  and  the  dexor  mnscleof  the  fingern 

becauie  cri|mpnd.    After  «  Httle  practaoa,  howefer» 


flesh  had  been  infused.  The  pasaage  of  these 
motions  caused  a  smarting  and  burning  sensation  at 
the  anus. 

When  I  first  saw  my  patient  he  was  in  a  state  Of 
collapse,  with  a  feeble  pulse,  and  cold  snrfaee  and 
extremities.     He  complained  of   great  pain  in  the 


been  attacked  with  the  romiting  and  p^irging,  which 
#ere  then  rery  prevalent.  The  seizure  had  commeaoed 
on  the  preriotts  night,  my  patient  biting  dmtng  th4 

Whole  day  felt  aome  headache,  and  a  bitter  taste  in  [  ,^  ^„  ^j^e  tp  xomain  qoiU  quiet,  in  apite  of  hia  paina 
the  month.  The  sickness  was  the  first  symptom,  and  ^^^  ^^^  morementa  I  made,  and  the  apaamp  aoon 
waa  soon  folloa^ed  by  the  dUrrhma,  both  contioning  .|,ecame  cQnfined  to  the  mufolea  in  the  aole  of  the 
almost  incessant  until  the  time  of  my  viMt.  The .  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  extensor  brevis  digitorum  pedis,  to  each 
natters  vomited  I  did  not  see,  but  I  presumed  them  ,^  ^,j^  j^  ^j^jf^^^  ^^^  j  ^^^^  -^  opponent  on  the 
to  be  bilious,  as  they  were  suted  to  have  avery  bitter  ,^eteh.  Thia  gradnaily  dimioiahed;  and,  within  an 
iaate.  The  dejections  consisted  of  a  semi-traneparent  [y^  ^^^  ,  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^j  ^^^^^^  ^^ 
fluid,  with  pinkish  and  reddish  tinge,  reaemWingwatw  ^eep,  and  I  retired.  Thepaxt  mornins  tbedtairhcen 
nited  with  a  small  porUon  of  Wood,  or  tbatin  which  j^^,^  gr«a|ly  abated,  and  he  only  had  an  ocoaaional 

cramp,  which  ceaaed  after  a  repetition  of  the  warnv 
hath.  He  was  ordered  to  take  broth  freely,  and 
the  dilute  nitric  a^d  without  the  opium  preacrihed. 


belly,  and  frequent  cramps  of  the  muscles  elsewhere* ,  ,.^ 


He  had  no  motion  until  the  following  morning*  The 
medicinea  were  discontinued,  my  patient  was  con- 
valescent, and  1  ceaaed  to  attend. 


The  retching  and  fiurgiog  recurred  every  few  minntea, 
the  motions  being  paased  in  bed,  though  he  was  quite 
conaciona  of  the  act.  I  ordered  that  ten  graina  of 
the  Hydrargyri  Chloridom  ahoald  be  adminiatarcd 
immediately,  and  no  drink  taken  for  half  an  boar 
afterwards.  Thix  had  the  effect  of  cheeking  the  aick- 
ness,  which  did  not  again  occur.  My  patient'a  feet 
were  placed  in  warm  water,  into  which  a  handful 
of  tbe  fionr  of  mustard  waa  thrown,  and  hot  foment* 
tiona  were  applied  to  the  belly.  I  now  left  hi  pi, 
hmng  prescribed  fifteen  niniina .  of  the  Actdum 
Nitricom  Dilntnm,  with,  ten  df  the  Tincture  Qpii, 
to  be  taken  in  a  draught  every  fonr  honra,  until  alcep 
and  a  cessation  of  the  diarrhese  oocnrred.  Toast  and 
ifater  and  barley  areter  were  directed  to  be  given  freely 
dniing  the  night. 

At  twelve,  (three  honn  aflpenrnrd^^  I  waa  again 
tammoned  to  roy  patient,  wbiom  I  found  anflier^ 
severely  from  cramp  in  the  extremities,  bnt  in  nsany 
•tker  reipecta  he  was  mnch  bttler.    The  mrtace  was 


Some  English  practitioners  appear  to  have  very 
indistinct  ideas  of  the  character  of  tbe  rice-water 
evacuations  of  Asiatic  cholera.  In  conversation  with 
^a  fentleman  on  the  antnomal  diarrhoea  of  1846,  he 
remarked  that  in  many  of  tbe  cases  which  had  come 
under  his  notice,  the  true  rice-water  evacuations  had 
occurred.  On  my  observing  that  even  in  the  moat 
aevere  caaes,  I  had  alwaya  found  the  dejectiona  were 
characteriatjc  of  biliooa  diarrhoea,  a  tranaparent  pinkish 
4nid,  reaembling  water  in  wAlch  raw  flesh  had  beea 
infused,  be  cxcUimed,  "That's  just  what  I  mean, 
ftai's  just  what  1  saw."  Now,  rice-water  baa  a  very 
different  appearance.  It  ia  a  slightly  viscid,  opaline 
fluid,  with  rather  a  white  than  a  pinkish  tinge.  I 
^pect  that  a  great  many  of  the  writers  who  hare 
pfaced  on  record  cases  of  autumnal  diarrhoea,  in  which, 
the  rice-water  evacuationa  are  said  to  have  occurred,, 
labour  under  a  aimilar  misapprehenaion  of  the  charac* 
tera  of  this  fiaid. 
There  are  symptomt  which  lunally  for  fereral  days 
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pi«ced»  M  atuck  of  biKirafe  diArfli4iil»  After  a  tnc- 
cBarf»B  of  vcvy  bot  wnAee,  ftod  wbeB  the  ikm  bas 
licoo  o^pOMd  to  II  Km;  oovtiiivmnee  of  tiDdue  evcite- 
mcBt^  tlM  {MtiOBt  beyiot  to  foel  a  laatitiide,  with  Ion 
^■ct  oppotito  ottd  boidacbo.  He  tleepi  heariljr  at 
nigbt»  b«(  wakec  ca»iy  and  more  freshed  in  the 
monitBf.  He  dreamt  a  good  deal,  and  his  dreams 
geoorally  ba«e  a  frigiitful  charaeter.  His  tongue  » 
f orred,  aad  bo  bm  a  nanwoiis  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth ; 
wbilst  bit  bowelt  are  rather  confined  than  otherwise. 
Hit  appottmoce  it  that  of  a  man  out  of  torts ;  there  is 
a  dingy  yetlow  tinge  in  hiscomplezioni  and  bis  haggard 
looka  indkaie  a  want  of  tonicity  in  the  mnsciet  of  the 
the  face.  All  thit  is  perlmpt  heightened  by  his  disha- 
bille; iwobably  he  it  nottbaved,  for  he  feelt  a  disindi- 
nation  to  take  bit  ntoal  paint  to  drett  witli  neatness. 

Now,  if  we  cottid  tako  Chit  patient  and  dissect  him 
on  the  spot,  we  should  find  bis  gnll*bladder  distended 
idtb  bile,  of  a  temi*tolid  character,  for  the  aqueous 
portion  baa  been  re-absorbed,  and  has  gone  to  tupplr 
the  demand  upon  Ibe  skin  in  the  shape  of  perspiraiiun. 
In  the  hepatie  duett  the  bile  has  lets  consistence,  for 
it  bat  been  tubjected  to  the  action  of  the  absorbentt 
for  a  thorter  period  of  time.  The  bile-secreting  cells 
are  distended  with  yellow  fluid  and  oil  glohnles.  The 
biliary  elementt  aecumalate  in  the  btood,  and  their 
circulation  giret  the  skin  kt  yellow  tinge. 

Now,  undoubtedly  the  proper  treatnhent  for  all  this 
derangement  it  a  brisk  cholagogue  purgative.  But  you 
mutt  be  careful.  It  it  the  last  stniw  which  breaks  the 
camels  back ;  it  it  the  last  drop  which  bnrstt  the 
twollen  lake.  The  additional  bile  formed  in  conse- 
quence of  yonr  purgative  addt  to  the  accumulation, 
and  the  pent-up  seeretioot  at  leogtb  break  forth  into 
the  intettinet,  cauting  all  the  irritation  which  charac- 
teriset  Asiatic  cholera,  and  whi^b  may,  with  old  and 
feeble  people,  bare  a  fatal  termination.  Your  pre- 
scription, unless  you  have  given  a  very  careful  prog- 
nosis, will  have  the  discredit  of  all  this  mischief;  and 
there  are  circumttancet  where  such  an  event  would  be 
3*our  ruin.  Imagine,  for  instance,  a  young  practitioner 
who  has  just  settle!  upon  the  estate  of  some  wealthy 
Peer.  The  noble  Lord,  after  a  life  of  indoleoce  and 
luxury  in  Town,  has  retired  to  his  Devonshire  seat,  and 
spends  several  days  riding  about  risititig  his  farms, 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  an  autumnal  sun,  and  taking 
more  exercise  than  usual.  Peeling  himself  not  quite 
the  thing,  he  thinks  a  little  medicine  would  do  him 
good ;  and,  as  the  ailments  are  trifling*,^  sends  for  the 
country  surgeon.  Well,  the  cAae  is  clear  enough ;  a 
calomel  pill  and  senna  draught  are  sent.  The  Court 
Phjrsician  has  prescribed  the  same  a  hundred  times 
when  his  Lordship's  bowels  wanted  to  be  drenched  out 
after  a  long  course  of  o\'er-eating.  Bilious  cholera' 
follows,  the  patient  sinks  into  a  state  of  collapse.  A 
messenger  is  despatched  for  the  Court  Physician,  but.; 
long  before  he  arrives  his  Lordship  has  been  gathered 
to  his  ancestors.  I  pity  you  Mr.  Johnson,  surgeon, 
&c.,  you  had  better  change  your  name,  and  retire  to 
Durham  or  Yorkshire,  for  Dr.  Parker  Pepp,  without 
one  hundredth  part  of  your  knowledge,  has  said  that  at 
there  wat  no  harm  in  a  calomel  pill  and  black  draught, 
there  mutt  have  been  tome  mittake  in  the  medicine 


yott  teat.  Tbit  may  be  a»  extreme  cate,  but  totse- 
tbtag  like  it  very  freqneBtly  oeeors.  nuients,  after 
the  mildctc  aperient,  when  the  ttver  baa  been  in  tbit 
coadHioB,  have  aaid  to  me,  "  Oh !  doctor,  your  medl* 
cine  wet  too  tCioi^,  and  it  bat  almoat  killed  me.  E 
have  been  goinf  upwmda  and  downwaidt  ever  tinee  t 
look  it." 

Now,  the  ezercite  of  a  little  judgment  will  tave  a. 
great  deal  of  diteredit.  When  your  patient  it  young 
and  hearty,  you  may  preacnbe  a  britk  purgative  without 
doing  yourself  or.  bim  aey  harm.  I  nerer  do  to, 
however,  without  eaotioaifig  bim  at  to  the  probtble 
result,  and  giving  dureettont  at  to  the  ttept  to  be  takeA 
when  it  occurt.  With  old  and  feeble  people,  it  will  be 
better  to  restore  the  excretion  of  bile  by  oiort  gentle 
means.  Make  them  avoid  expdtuie  to  beat.  Pretcribe* 
five  grains  of  Plumer*t  pill  every  nigbt  at  bed  time, 
and  twenty  or  twenty-five  drops  of  dilate  nitric  add 
three  timea  a  day.  In  thit  maauer  yon  may  restore 
your  patient  to  his  usual  state  of  beallb  without  any 
severe  means,  and  even  prevent  that  violent  action 
which  nature  would  probably  have  ettabll^ed  with  a 
curative  intention. 

The  bitter  tatte  in  the  mouth  is  a  symptom  which 
ia  very  cbaracterittic  of  an  accumulation  of  the  biliary 
elements  in  the  blood.  The  yellow  tinge,  the  haggard 
look,  the  headache  and  the  listlessness,  are  all  pro- 
duced by  the  existence  of  an  undue  quantity  of  bile 
in  the  circulating  fluid.  It  escapes  in  the  secretions 
of  the  other  glands ;  it  appears  in  the  urine.  The 
bitter  tatte  is  aa  evidence  of  its  separation  by  the 
I  mucoiit  follicles  of  the  mouth  and  tongue,  and  perhaps 

also  by  the  salivary  glanda. 

C,  ALNCCAPLE. 


PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE  BY  UNQUALIFIED 

PERSONS. 

KOTrCB   FUOU  TRK  SOCIETY  OF  tPOTHBCARret. 

The  Society  of  Apothecaries  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber lust  communicated  to  the  profession  and  the  public 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  OflScers  of  the  Crown,  Chat  an 
indictment  would  He  against  a  person  who  had  practiced 
as  an  Apoihocarj  without  legal  qaalification;  and  that' 
such  indictment  might  be  preferred  at  the  instance  of 
R  prlratp  prosocutor.  The  Society  at  the  same  time 
intimated,  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enforce  the  law 
to  ibe  extent  of  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal, but 
I  in',  (hose  means  were  inadequaie  to  thb  institution  of 
fnqtient  prosecutions.  / 

Since  the  period  in  qtrestion  the  Society  have  insti- 
tuted prosecutions  against  several  indiriduats,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  decision  of  the  Criminal  Courts.   The 
law  upon  this  subject  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
established;  and  it  cannot  be  too  esnenslvely  known,' 
that  persons  who  engage  in  the  practice  of  an  Apotbe-' 
cary  without  having  given  such  evidence    of  their' 
competency  as  the  law  hat  demanded,  are  liable  to  be 
criminally  indicled  at  the  instance  of  any  individual* 
prosecutor  who  may  think  proper  to  pat  the  law  in 
force. 

It  ii  etiential  alio  that  the  inability  of  the  Society  ef 
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ApoikMAiiMto  institate  protecnti<mt  id  evtrj  erne  of 
iltosal  practioe  in  %bicb  their  iotarftfeiiM  fs  calM  fttr 
tboaU  be  dittinctlj  ia«d«  ksown,  Id  oidw  tbftt  other 
jMitiet  aioy  not  be  dotoired  frem  potting  the  low  io 
feree^  an4er  the  impreasion  that  the  Society  of  Apotbe- 
coriea  are  able  to  toko  that  duty  iipoo  tbamaoUea. 

Bot  altboogh  the  Sodety  conoot  instltoto  legal 
proeeedingB  thenaelvea  in  e^ery  ease  to  vhlcb  their 
attention  is  drawn,  they  atv  aUe  and  will  bd  foond 
ready  and  willing  to  alTyrd  to  all  pariiee  who  may  be 
deairoos  of  preferring  4n  indlotment  against  a  peraon 
praetisiog  illegally,  snob  adriee  as  the  Society's  ex  peri, 
eooe  Id  tbe  administration  of  the  Apothecaries'  Aet 
may  enable  tbem  to  git-e;  and  their  Law  Officer  has 
leoeived  instnictiona,apen  application  from  sncb  parties, 
to  render  every  ^ssiatanoe  and  information  :n  his  power 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  againek  illegal  prae. 
tiUeners,  and  as  to  the  natnro  of  tho  erridence  by  which 
a  proaectttion  roast  be  supported. 

The  Society  of  Apothbcaries,  therefore,  nnder  a 
conviction  that  inereased  security  to  tbe  poblio  health 
wUl  rasolt  from  an  eticient  execution  of  the  law  which 
forbids  the  practice  of  medicine  by  those  who  have  not 
given  evidence  of  their  possessing  adeqoste  skill,  beg 
to  nrge  upon  tbe  public  authorities,  upon  medical 
aamciations,  and  upon  individuals,  tbe  importance  of 
patttog  the  law  in  force  against  offenders  in  such  fitting 
cases  as  may  come  under  their  immediate  notice. 

The  Society  themselves  have,  in  the  mean  while, 
institoted  several  additional  prosecutions  against  illegal 
practiiioners,  wnicb  are  now  in  progress. 

Apothecaries  Hall,  6th  July,  1847. 


e^tnttal  iletro0pect» 


PHYSIOLOGICAL  CHEMISTRY. 

ON  TBB  CHANGES  IN  COAl POSITION  IN   THE    CONTENTS 
or  BBN*8  EGGS  BEFORE  AND  ArtER  INCVBATION. 

Some  experiments  have  been  lately  perfnrmed  by 
M.  Capezzuoli  on  ben's  eggs  and  young  chickens,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  ascertaioiug  tbe  bind  and  quantity  of 
tbe  materials  consumed  during  the  early  periods  of 
life,  both  before  and  after  incubation ;  and  of  deler. 
mining  tbe  changes  which  those  materials  undergo 
in  the  system.  The  results  of  these  experiments  be 
baa  expressed  in  a  tabular  form.  Tbe  first  table 
contains  tbe  analysis  of  twelve  eggs,  and  shows  that 
the  mean  quantity  of  fatty  matter  contained  in  each 
egg  amonnu  to  120  grains,  that  of  albuminous  matter 
to  160  grains,  and  that  of  water  to  780  grains.  Ilie 
ihtty  matter  was  extracted  by  means  of  ether  and 
boiling  aloobol ;  all  the  reaidoe  was  regarded  as  albu- 
mlnoos  matter,  while  the  quantity  of  water  Waa 
ascertained  by  abstracting  from  the  weight  of  the 
whole  egg.  tbe  united  weights  of  the  shell  and  of  the 
fatty  and  albuminous  matters.  The  second  table 
shows  the  resnlts  of  similar  analyses  performed  on 
fitarteen  chickens,  some  of  which  were  examined  pre- 
▼ions  to  incubation,  otbera  after  they  had  left  tbe 
•IwU  tad  had  partaken  of  vtrioaf  artielet  of  food. 


The  same  table  also  givea  the  degiwe  of  battt  of  aevwal 
of  tbe  sliSckena  at  tbe  moment  of  doaib*  tho  qmst^f 
and  quality  of  the  exeiemmitii  evaqagtid  di«iipg  Ufo^ 
and  thf  period  of  the  first  appearance  of  nrio  aoid  la 
the  allnntois  during  incobationr  Oft  oomparing  tlio 
quantii|y  of  fat  an4  of  albmniMMis  matter  la  tmy  of 
tbe  chickens  Cas  given  in  tbia  lablej  with  ibe 
quantitjr  of  these  snbsunces^ia  the  egg*  it  ai 
appears  bow  much  fat  and  albnmgw  baa  baai 
consoovd  by  (ho  chicken. 

From  bis  several  obserfationa»  tb«  aatbor.team  tbo* 
foUowii^  C4fnclnsions:-^ 

1.  J>uring  incabatioB,  aad  daring  the  H is  of  Iha- 
chick  a(^«*r  its  escape  from  the  shell,  tbe  dimlnntio» 
undergone  in  tbe  quantity  of  fatty  matter  la  loaa  tbaa 
that  undergone  by  the  albaminona  mattor :  aad  thia> 
is  so,  whatever  be  tbe  food  partakoa  of  by  tho  ohlok 
after  its  |Mcape  from  the  shell. 

2.  Thjp  diminution  itself  is  very  slight  do  nag  Sn- 
cubationL  however  lato  the  period  is  to  wbtoh  tbia 
process  is  prolonged ;  the  loss  in  weight  tfaorefore 
which  tha  contents  of  the  egg  sufier  during  ineubatioa 
is  for  tbci  most  part  at  the  ezpenae  merely  of  tbe  water. 

3.  Tni  diminution  of  both  the  fatty  aad  albumlnoaa 
matters  is  very  great  when  the  chicken  baa  lived  for 
some  time  without  food  after  its  escape  firom  the  shell;, 
so  great,  that  in  some  instances  when  tbe  chiokeae  had 
been  dep^ved  of  all  food  for  about  a  day  and  a  ba)f» 
die  quantity  of  fatty  matter  contained  in  their  body 
had  dimijiibbed  to  lesy  than  one-half  of  its  original 
amount.  \  The  albuminous  matter  did  not  diminish  In 
such  a  degree,  though  its  decrease  was  very  consldeiv 
able,  amounting  to  about  one*  third  its  original  quantity. 

4.  In  chickens  fed  with  flour  and  sugar  the  dimina- 
tion  was  i^so  very  great;  greater  even,  as  regards  the 
fat,  than  }n  tbe  former  case.  Notwithstanding  this 
however,  ^t  cannot  be  suppo^  that  this  kind  of  food 
contributed  nothing  to  tbe  maintenance  of  life;  for 
tbe  chickens  in  question  lived  longer,  and  were  more 
lively  and  active,  than  those  to  whom  no  food  at  all  was 
given..  It. is  probable^  therefore,  that  in  this  non> 
nitrogenous  food  they  found  some  compensation  for 
the  large  consumption  of  material  elTected  during 
respiration^ 

a.  Lastl^,  even  in  those  chickens  which  were  fed 
in  tbe  ordinary  way,  a  remarkable  dimination  in  the 
quantity  of  fatty  and  albuminous  matters  was  observed; 
so  that  it  most  be  inferred,  that  chickens  in  tbe  earliest 
periods  of  life  always  consume  more  material  than 
they  obtain  by  means  of  their  food. 

It  may  be  concluded  from  the  above,  that  crea 
albaminous  substances  are  employed  in  the  respiratory 
process;  and  in  those  caaes  even,  in  which  thoae 
articles  of  food  that  in  the  strictest  eense  may  bo 
regarded  as  respUrmtory,  are  provMcd  in  full  quantity.—^ 
JETe^^'s  Arclfiy. 

PATHOLOGY. 

on  TBS   CBIBB   IB  BBtORT'a    BISBASB, 

By  Gluge. 

Rayer  has  collected  the  resnlts  of  bla  own  aad 
Pesir's  reoearcbes  on  the  disgnostic  valae  of  albaal<' 
Boni  Brine  aader  the  foUowing  propotlilottf  :<«• 
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AL  HETROSPBCT. 


I.  WkM  tiM  bHmi  U  •ItaorfnoiM  Mttetii  phufes 
cn4lti»«MPt4  In  the  gvnito-ttriiMtfy  appantas,  and  ia 
ikabload. 

%  IB  49optj  wtlh  alboviaoas  arina,  tiM  solid 
taalinw  of  Umi  flaid  am  dimSnitbod  In  qa«n«ity  and 
ave  fooad  to  ezitt  ia  Cbo  blood  and  Miont  effuiioa*. 

9l  Id  albefliinarta,  not  onlj  doea  the  aiiao  contain 
aAbaflMn,  bat  tta  spodfio  gravity  ia  bolow  par*  and  i' 
it  doMent  in  stits.  It  aonatimes  ako  aontolna 
naoaa  and  blood  corpnaelw. 

4.  The  artne  nay  bo  albuminooa  for  lovora)  doy* 
togother  in  mvonU  aeate  dlseaie&.  When  tbi«  i«  the 
cate,  it  Indicates  oongetHon  of  the  kSdaeyt  or  liladder^ 
{Wbeir  orfneie  albaaiinooe  aoder  these  oireoiastanc«o, 
its  speeifie  grafky  is  not  dtminisbed,  but  on  the  con- 
trary  Is  soneliaies  increased.] 

6.  Doring  healthy  the  urine  may  ezbiblt  ao  alba- 
minotts  ro.action,  in  cooseqoenee  of  irrilaiion  of  the 
nrinary  passages.  The  same  thing  occurs  when  semen 
is  passed  with  urine  in  any  considerable  quantity. 
In  females  the  admixture  of  the  meastmal  aecretion 
with  the  nrioe  may  cause  it  to  contain  albumen, 

6.  In  hasmaturia,  the  urine  may  cootaffnjiijbumen 
either  in  conjunction  with  the  colouring  matter  of  the 
blood  alone,  or  with  the  fibrinous  portion  also. 

7.  When  the  nrina  is  slightly  albuminona,  and  at 
the  same  time  contains  mneas,  and  pain  along  the 
course  of  the  ureter  exists  at  the  same  time,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  or  the  ureter  is 
inflamed  but  not  the  sobstance  of  the  kidney. 

8.  Urine  which  exhibits  a  distinct  deposit,  or  flocculi, 
of  spontaneous  coagul&ted  albumen,  is  indicative  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  ureters  and  reua|  calyces. 

9.  Prostatic  abscess  opening  into  the  urinary  passagCii, 
renders  the  urine  albuminoas  as  in  chronic  pyelitis  ;  in 
this  case  the  appearance  of  pus-globules  under  the 
miscrdscope  explain*  the  phenomenon. 

10.  Albuminous  and  purulent  urine  becomes  ropy 
and  mucoid  when  the  urine  Is  alkaline. 

II.  Urine  containing  seminal  fluid  m^  exhibit 
an  appearance  of  albumen:  the  microscope  reTeals 
the  true  nature  of  the  case. 

12.  Albuminous  urine  containing  fibrinops  floccoH 
is  a  common  svmptom  of  *'  calculous  pyelitis,'*  cancer, 
and  fungus  hosmatodcs  of  the  kidney,  as  well  as  of 
idiopathic  hsmaturia.  In  such  cases  fibrinous  casts 
of  the  ureter  or  other  renal  passages  are  frequently 
passed  and  hare  been  mistaken  for  worms. 

13.  If  urine  which  does  not  exhibit  any  epontaneons 
deposits  coagulates  by  heat  and  nitric  acid,  and  at 
the  same  time  is  deficient  in  the  urea  and  in  the  uric 
and  phosphatic  salts,  especially  if  dropsy  be  confirmed, 
we  may  predict  the  existence  of  Bright^a  disease. 

If  urine  after  having  been  copious  and  gin. 
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cosyric  coagulates  by  heat  and  nitric  acid»  i^is(aecord. 
Ing  to  l*henard,)  indicative  of  amendmeot  I  bava 
frequently  confirmed  this  observation. 

15.  On  the  other  hand,   I  have  knowni  a  dikbetio 
patient  become  dropsical  without  a  co-existing  alba* 

minous  state  of  the  urioe. 

»•     -     • 

Becqoerel  regards  morbus  Brigbtil  as  bypertropby 
of  the  Malpighian  bodieSf  and  act  at  a  form  of 


■efAritls.  Aceardios  to  hi»  Iba  aciaa  in  Brlght*f 
diaeaaa  ashiMto  tba  chancier  of  an»iaie  nria^— , 
namalyi  a  dofioloiioj  in  ita  chenioal  eleaieats.  In 
twoiity-liro  caasa  iba  spaoifio  gravity  £aotaated  between 
1006.3  and  1014.7.  Tba  arks  acid  and  its  componads 
were  greatly  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  other  saUoe 
consUtaants.  The  uriao  was  in  general  acid,  bnt 
vithonc  aedlmant.  If  any  coaiplioation  should  exls^ 
as  an  iatercarronk  fever  or  iadaaimation,  disease  of  the 
heart  or  liver,  then  the  acea  will  re^appear.  In  other 
caasa  the  vrina  aMiy  beooaia  alkaline,  and  dopesit  the 
phosphates.  Finally,  in  aomo  casea  of  the  disease  the 
arine  relaina  its  normal  ohaiaoteristios.— ^/oe  /&r 
Path.  AtuU.t  LiMf  10*  p.  17. 

FOKMSTIOM  OF  TOa»K».«. 

[The  opinions  of  pathologists  ata  oven  io  the  pfossat 
time  divided  at  to  the  proxiiaata  oaaso  of  the  dapesU 
tion  of  Cnberele,  some  maintaining  that  IniaaoMtiea 
ia  the  active  agent,  oihera  denying  that  the  prodect 
ever  originates  in  that  prooeas.  Dr.  WUshira  appears 
to  enteruin  opinions  which  OMf  be  made  to  amalga- 
mate with  both,  maintaining  that  toberolo  may  be 
deposited  in  three  modes,— 4»y  an  error  of  natritiett,ky 
inflammatioa,  and  as  a  conseqoeaeoof  morbid  esbala. 
tion.  The  conolasions  on  this  sulijjeet,  which  may  be 
found  at  the  dose  of  one  of  hia  eaoeUent  leoturesi  aia 
as  follows]  :— 

K  The  simple  set  of  nutrition,— at  least  an  abnontsl 
kind  of  one, — may  bo  sufficient  lor  the  deposition  of 
tubercle. 

2.  If  the  blood  bo  morlnd,  and  the  constiCntionsI 
tendency  strong,  organic  aasimilatioa  la  any  of  the 
more  Impertant  oi^ans  can  searoely  ba  attempted 
without  being  accompanied  by  toberculons  formation. 

3.  In  a  grea'l  many  cases,  not  only  is  it  nnnoeessary 
that  inflanmation  shonld  happen,  but  It  it  not  even 
essential  that  any  local  congestion  shoalfl  enaae»  la 
order  that  tubercle  be  deposited. 

4.  But  in  other  casea  it  may  be  affirmed  that  although 
the  blood  be  bad,  and  the  acrofulous  diathesis  esisti,  the 
simple  act  of  nutrition  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  give 
rise  to  a  non-fibrinoos  granular  albumen,  in  the  f<>rai 
of  tubercle.  Bat  here  local  inflammation  being  added^ 
the  exudations  are  not  in  character  with  those  of  other 
inflammations  and  tubercle  is  formed.— Jfei^lea/  Timti, 
May  3. 

TOBBaCOLAR  TOMOUa  OF  TBB   YBBTBBKiB    OPBMIIO 
INTO  TliB   <£S0PHAGU8. 

A  female,  agHd  23,  ent'^rcd  the  hospital  of  Bassano 
for  an  obscure  affection,  accompanied  by  extreoia 
marasmus,  which  had  soperveued  upon  her  last  ooa- 
finement.  She  had  very  great  difficulty  of  swallowing 
repeated  vomitiag,  difficult  of  bceathing^  and  great 
general  debility.  She  died  completely  exhaastsd  by  bet- 
tic  fever.  On  examination  after  death  both  pleura  were 
found  adherent^  and  behind  them,  directly  over  the 
vertebral  columo»  a  taaour  was  discovered,  aboat  tba 
aise  of  a  ivalnot,  and  spriiigiiig  from  the  fifth  dorsal 
vertebrm.  A  second,  r— ^»tf,  qf  ^fgar  siae,  was  also 
seen  to  inclndt  the  MUatof  the  fourth,  ftfth,  and  sixth 
verlebnti  the  attoBBt  tli««t(ut  of  vbiqh  was  toaftfUA^ 
iBtBBtoAcaaatMa^ttr*    Qa  »ptBiBf  tfct  awtgh  tpa 
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'OM  eaoAl  was  Iband  to  be  narrowad,  aD4firaU3r  adbe^ 
?«it  ta  the  mo9t  promiDent  p«lt  of  the  lut-flMiitioniid 
totBOQT,  a  portloB  of  tlia  ooQtonieof  which  had  oaeaped 
tbroogh  aB  irregular  alceratioii  of  had  aspect.— 
eitmrnle  dei  Progretsi^  Jfa.,  184& 

MOKBID  ANATOMY   OF  CBROVIC   AfID   ACDTE 
&BBt7IIATXtM. 

In  a  eaae  of  miitoiil«r  rheoinatftfOi  Haasi>  found  the 
meeelety  and  cellnlar  tl««oe  snligaoetM,  deUed  over  with 
ecehymoees,  and  delicate  vascular  ramifications,  the 
latter  (istoe  heing  likewise  more^r  leas  infiltrated  with 
yellowish  transpaiPent  fluid.  He  gives  the  Ibllowmg 
aeeoootof  the  uo^hid  anatomy  of  the  joints  in  chronic 
rhenmatisoi : — On  closely  examining  the  cartilages  of 
the  affected  joints,  they  were  found  of  a  reddish  hue; 
the  articular  surfaces  of  the  bones  presented  sosttered 
red  points  of  different  size^*  The  foramina  of  the  bon^' 
SBbatanoe  were  also  filled  with  a  dirty  red  pulp,  con. 
sisting  of  aggregated  cells  of  a  globular  form,  which 
'treated  with  acetic  acid  displayed  a  Urge  nacleus. 
There  were  also  numerons-blood  corpuscles.  The  fat- 
cells  were  few  in  number  and  of  a  particular  shapi<. 
The  whole  celKwall  was  separat<*d  from  the  usually 
homogeneous  contents,  and  the  interval  thus  formod 
was  more  or  less  filled  with  oily  granules.  Ooca- 
sionally  a  little  spot  of  yellow  was  seen  among  the 
dirty  red  colour,  which  iodicated  the  presence  of 
normal  fat-cells.  The  reddened  portions  were  dotted 
with  tubercular  spots  which  were  sharply  circumscribed; 
The  cartilage  was  in  maay  places  irregularly  thioneJ, 
espeoially  at  the  margin  of  the  joint.  On  examining 
th«  bones  of  non-rheumatic  persons,  Ha&se  could  not 
diatingnish  any  of  the  above- mentioned  changes. 

The  author  concludes  by  the  following  reniarlcB :— fl^ 
is  eertain  that  in  rheumatism  the  cellular  tissue,  ss 
well  as  the  bony  substance,  may  become  the^seat  of 
inflanamatory  exudation.  It  is  eveu  probable,  that  in 
the  great  majority  of  oases,  especially  the  slighter  ones, 
the  morbid  anatomy  consiiU  of  the  appearances 
described.  The  changes  in  the  bony  tissae  may  be 
easily  recognized  after  many  years  have  passed.  Those 
in  the  cellular  tissue  are  determined  with  more  diffi- 
culty.— Muntkfy  Journal,  from  ZHUchr.  j^r  Ration, 
Med.  Bund  5. 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

ADSCBSS  or  TAB   LIVBB  TUBATBD  BT  rONCTURB. 

The  following  cafoa  reported  in  the  Medical  Times 
by  Hr.  Clay,  is  sufficiently  rare  in  this  country  to 
deserve  further  publicity:— 

The  patient  complained  of  fixed  pain  in  the  right 
superior  portion  otthe  umbilical  region*  for  which  be.^ 
was  treated  antiphlogisticaUy  without  relief.  His 
bowela  were  constipated;  eoontenanee yellow ;  epifiiJi^i 
depressed;  aimrexia;  pulae90;  evident  enlargement 
of  the  liven  with  paucity  of  bile.  He  took  ox  gall, 
dr.  ij. ;  calomel,  gr.  x.,  divided  into  twenty.two>  pills^ 
cf  wlifch,  one  thne  times  a  day  was  the  dose.  Under 
this  plan  he  quickly  improved,  and  remained  well 
until  after  bathing,  when  the  fired  pain  nturaed. 
Being  at  this  time  ia  a  different  localityt  he  was  again 
treats  by  bleediag,  &c.«  and  as  before  witbrat  benefit. 
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He  then  look  the  ox  gali  and  eafenel,  and  aseeeod 
time  beeuBie  greatly  relieved.  Dr.  Q^  km  eight  of 
him  from  this  time,  bat  it  appears  that  while  im 
Dublin  he  aafleBsd  a  severe  relapBe«  with  pain  in  the 
old  spot,  which  had  beeeme  mefe  tenee  and  peraia» 
nent^  At  tltie  spot  Dr.  Clay  pasted  a -grooved  needle, 
and  as  it  gave  issae  to  a  drop  of  p«a,  he  tapped  it 
freely  with  a  trocar,  and  drew  off  Hoar  peanda  of 
fotid  pna.  At  eaoh  dressing  for  several  days  a  pound 
of  pus  escaped,  but  after  that  Ume  i4w  disehai^ 
gradually  diminished,  and  at  the  ead  of  three  months 
the  inan  was  completely  reeoversd.  Dr*  Clay  ealeuiated 
that  in  all,  at  least  sixteen  pints  ef  matter  must  hafo 
been  disoharged.  The  treatment  after  the  eracua. 
tion  of  the  ahsceee  was  tonic  and  alterative,  the  fnnetiona 
of  the  liver  being  restored  by  the  ox  gall  and  oalomeL 

solpUatb  of  qcininb  in  aneurism  of  tbb  aorta 
aftd  ib   othbb  intbrnal  anbt7ri8ms. 

It  appears  that  sulphate  of  quinine  has  been  em* 
ployed  nMth  much  success  in  some  Italian  hospitals  for 
the  relief  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  and  other  Internal 
aneurisms.  It  belongs,  in  this  use  of  it,  to  what  aro 
termed  hyposthenics  (nubduing  action,)  and  is  to  bo 
carried  as  far  as  the  system  will  bear  it. .  It  has,  say 
its  Italian  supporters,  the  immense  adrantageof  bring- 
ing down  the  pulse  without  disturbing  its  rhythm,  off 
making  the  huffy  coat  of  the  blood  disappear,  that  is,  of 
dissipating  the  organic  condition,— namely,  arteritis,  on 
which  it  depends,  and  thus  of  retarding  the  progresa 
of  the  aneurismal  tumour.  Ihe  other  hyposthenics 
adapted  to  the  same  end  according  to  the  same 
authorities,  as  by  alternation  with  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  are  the  vegetable  and  mineral  acids,  the 
sulphate  of  iron,  the  ergot  of  rye,  the  cold  fcrroginona 
(raters,  the  arsenious  acid,  the  acetate  of  lead,  and  the 
iodide  of  potassium.'— ilfo/t/A/jy  Journal  July,  1847. 


HOMCEOPATHY. 


The  following  CAse  of  adminiatering  powerful  drugU'* 
in  larsfe  doses  under  the  guise  of  bomceopathy,  it 
noticed  in  the  Mtdical   Gazette  as   having  recently 
occurred  in  London  ••— 

**  A  lady  who  had  been  attended  by  a  highly  respect- 
able general  practitioner,  recently  consulted  a  homoeo- 
pathic physician,  who  has  acquired  some  celebrity  in  the 
fashionable  quarter  of  the  metropolis,  for  his  skill  in 
treating  and  ctsr'mg  diseases  by  infinite  small  doses. 
She  received  from  him  four  small  white  powders,  with 
explicit  directions,  (now  lying  before  us,)  one  to  be 
taken  every  other  night, — each  powder  being  numbered 
and  the  night  on  which  it  was  to  be  taken,  as  well  an 
the  mode  of  taking  it,  being  particularly  specified,— 
'*aU  dry  on  the  tongue.*'  No.  I  was  swallowed 
according  to  order,  and  the  patient  was  soon  afterwards 
,«eixed  with  great  sleepiness,  stupor,  and  other  alarming' 
symptoms  indicative  of  the  action  of  a  powerful 
narcotic.  These  effects  were  followed  by  diarrhoa. 
The  patient  was  alarmed,  and  inatead  of  looking  upoa 
tlie  result  as  an  indication  of  the  beneficial  worfcin|f 
of  hoaKeopathtc  powders,  or  ai  a  meana  of  caring  her 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


•f  9»f  ktest  toeptUcttm  retpecttog  tbe  efficacy  of 
i&fioitc  inaU  dotet*  slie  wn  prudent  enongh  to  return 
to  her  old  medical  friend,  to  whom  ebe  hnuded  tbe 
remaining  powdert*  with  tbe  directions.  Thia  geotleaan, 
auapecting  tliat  they  contained  aome  active  narcotic, 
canicd  them  to  be  aubmitted  to  a  chemical  annlyait* 
We  have' now  tbe  report  of  thia  analytit  before  us,  and 
of  itweiball  make  the  following  abridgment.  Tbe 
powden  were  numbered  2,  3,  and  4.  Tbey  were 
mmiiar  m  aftpearance,  except  that  No.  3  was  soiuewbat 
whiter  than  the  other  two :  there  was  nothing  to 
indicate  that  tbey  were  of  dilfcreot  composition ;  and 
as  they  were  to  he  taken  in  tbe  same  way  on  alternate 
aights,  thia  con  Id  not  possibly  be  suspected. 

**  Altho&gb  there  was  bo  great  disiioilartty  in  bollE, 
the  powders  were  rery  unequal  in  weight.  No.  2 
weighed  3.4  grains ;  No.  3,  1.5  grains;  No. 4, 2  grains. 
No.  2  was  found,  upon  analysis,  to  consist  entirely 
of  calomel  and  morphia^  tbe  morpbia  forming  not  less 
than  <me  grain.  No.  3  contained  no  morphia  or 
calomel,  nor  any  mineral  or  other  substance,  but 
merely  tugar  of  milk.  No.  4  was  composed  of  calomel 
and  morphia,  ibe  morpbia  amounting  to  one  b»lf  grain." 


MEDICAL  KEMUNERATION  AND  POOR-LAW 

AUTHORITIES. 

to  tbs  xditor  of  thb  provincial  mkdical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

Medical  men  dpiight  to  revile  Poor-Law  Conimis- 
eioners  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  fur  tbe  low  pecuniary 
-raloe  which  tbey  attach  to  medical  aer vices  lo  the  sick 
poor.  Bat  is  this  riglu?  Who  are  the  por«.)DS  that 
have  established,  recognized,  and  would  perpetuate  the 
principle,  that  in  the  exceptional  instance  of  physicians 
and  surgeons,  the  poor,  on  philanibropic  grounds,  are 
entitled  to  owt  ffraluitous  services?  Nay,  furiber,  that 
when  subscribers  to  public  charities  will  permit  us  to 
act  professionally  for  the  po<ir,  they  an^  eniiiled  to  our 
gratitude!  See  the  addresses  of  successful  candidates 
in  medical  eleciions.  It  is  true  that,  esotrrically,*- 
amongst  ourselves — we  know  the  "  philantbrophj"  and 
the  **  gratitude**  to  be  very  much  of  a  s/i<im,  but  we  do 
not  tell  the  public  so.  It  is  perfectly  natural,  therefore, 
for  Guardisns  and  Commissioners  to  repudiate  fair  and 
adequate  remuneration  to  their  medical  employes. 
How  can  we  expect  that  that  which  we  hold  as  a 
marketable  commodity,  and  value  at  mt/itt«,  should  bo 
estimated  by  the  purchasers  at  plus  f 

It  is  ourselves,  I  maintain,  and  not  public  bodies, 
that  we  have  to  blame  for  a  state  of  matters  so  often 
imputed  to  the  Foor-Law  Commissioners.  These  latter, 
I  conceive,  are  in  many  respects  entitled  to  medical 
gratitude  rather  than  reproach,  for  their  systematic 
disaouragement  of  gratuitous  service.  This  ia  a  ques- 
tion  which  it  is  hi|(h  time  to  have  well  understood. 

I  am  your  obedient  Servant, 

SCRUTATOR. 

Maachester^  August  13, 1847. 


fiHtlntal  inttiligtntt. 

APPOINTMBNT. 

Holmes  Coote,  £sq.,  Surgeon  to  the  North  London 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  has  been  appointed  Auiatant. 
Surgeon  to  Bridewell  Hospital,  in  tbe  room  of  Mr.J.F» 
Crookes,  resigned. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Genileroen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  August  6^ 
1847: -A.  Jubb;  J.  Ralph;  W.  Thompson;  W.  D. 
Wilkci;  R.  E.  West;  J.  logman;  J.  Willan;  J.  C. 
Nicbolls;  J.  Mc  C.  Blizdrd;  D.  De  L.  Ryan;  J.  T. 
Knipe. 

Gent]e*Den  aumftted  Mondsy,  Aognst  9,  1847:— 
H.  J.  W.  Welsh;  W.  A.  Duncan;  C.  G.  Brown;  C. 
Thompson;  G.  Mother;  R.C.Scott;  D.W. Williams^ 
T.  P.  Heslop;  S.  J.  A.  Salter;  W.  H.  Edwards. 

Gentlemei)  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  August  13, 
J847:— A.  Godfray;  J.  Rose;  R.  Muriel;  G.  T. 
Yelloly;  A.  Williaias. 

The  foUowiug  irentleraen  were  admitted  Fellows  of 
ihe' College  on  Thursday,  August  Itiih  : — Robert  Wool- 
lastoo,  Conduit  Str«iet,  We  it,  Hyde  Park;  Williaip 
Henry  Smith,  Fonlhill  Place,  Clapham  Road ;  Jamea 
Williams.  Dulston  Terrace,  Dalston ;  Bernard  Wight 
Holt,  Abiugdou  Street,  Westminster,  Assistant-surgeon 
to  the  Westminster  Hospital ;  Alfred  Poland,  Cloak 
Laue,  City;  William  Fisher,  Kendal;  and  Atbol 
Archibald  Wood  Johnson,  Suffolk  Place,  Pall  Mall, 
Last. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 
Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thurwlay,  August 
5th: — Georj;e  Winter  Rhodes,  Huddersfield;  Jabez 
Harwood,  Sheffield  ;  Edvrard  Na^on,  Nuneaton;  John 
Edward  I^lerton,  Aberford ;  John  Waddingtou  Hub. 
bard,  Leicester;  Waller  Dowley  Eddowes,  Loogb- 
borou|ih;  William  Daniell  Michel!,  Truro;  Henry 
Asford  Mantell,  Farringdon. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  July  2oth,  at  Handsworth,  Francis  Burdett 
Moffatt,  M.D. 

July  26ih,  aged  44,  William  Penn  Foster,  Esq., 
Surgeon,  Sioke  Newington. 

July  28ih,  aged  73,  John  Reeve,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  of 

Kinver. 

Aug.  2nd,  of  fever,  Richard  Stephens,  M.D. 

Aug.  2t]d,  at  Clones,  of  fever,  James  T.  Hurst,  M.D. 

Aug.  9th,  at  Bath,  aged  82,  Joseph  Kearsley,  M.D., 
formerly  Depoty-Inspector  of  the  Ordnance  Medical 
Department. 

BOOK  RECEIVED. 
Quarterly  Retam  of  the  Health  asd  Mortality  t» 
117  Diatrictt  of  England,  for  the  Quwrter  ending  June 

34th,  1847. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Comrnunications  have  keen  raeeired  fron  Mr*  L* 
Bttokcll;  Scrutator;  Mr.  G.  Ratling. 


PROVINCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


Cn  ULCERATION  OP  THE  CERVIX  AND  OS 
VTKHl,  AND  rrs  OCCASIONAL  CAUSE  OF 
DYSMENORRHCEA. 

By  Samxtbl  Edwards,  M.D^ 
FbjsicMD  to    the  Eastern  Dispensarj  of  Bath,  and 
Physician  to  the  Bath  Ear  and  Eye  Infirmary. 

(VMd  beine  tbe  AaDoai  Meeting  of  tbe  Bath  amd  Bitetol 
Bvaach  of  the  FfOTincial  Medical  aad  Surgical  Atsoci** 
ttOB.  lield  at  Bristol,  July  22, 1847.) 

The  sofaject,  Mr.  President,  which  I  intend  to  bring 
imder  the  notice  of  the  Anociation,  h  that  of  simple 
or  iaflammatory  ulceration  of  the  cenriz  and  'OS  nteri, 
confessedly  the  most  common  of  all  the  diseases  of  the 
ntems,  and  for  that  reason  tbe  more  important  that  its 
aatnre  and  most  snccessfol  method  of  treatment  sboold 
he  studied  and  appreciated.  In  connection,  I  would 
wish  to  draw  particular  attention  to  the  occasional 
oecwreoee  oi  dysmenorrhcMt  astn  effect  of  the  disease. 
Hie  dravrbacks  for  in^estigatiBg  the  condition  of  the 
internal  female  organs  of  generation,  in  this  country, 
are  DHCneroos,  and  those  who  have  made  this  branch 
of  our  profession  a  subject  of  special  study,  will  agree 
with  me  when  I  assert,  that  a  delicacy  of  feeling  in  the 
patient,  which  I,  at  tltfft^same  time,  cannot  too 
highly  commend,  has  been  hitherto,  too  frequently 
fostered  on  the  part  of  the  medical  practitioner,  by  his 
not  duly  estimating  its  importance,  and  thus  caused  an 
addftioml  impediment  to  the  necessary  examination 
with  the  speculum,  necessary  alike,  I  beliere.  to  the 
welftre  of  Ae  patient  and  tbe  reputation  of  the  practi- 
tioner ;  and  if,  Sir,  the  welfare  of  the  former  be  con- 
nected with  such  an  inrestigation,  may  not  the  phy- 
siciau'tt  delicacy  be  construed  intn  an  almost  criminal 
neglect,  if  he  thus  allows  evils  to  continue  for  years 
disappointing  hopes  of  relief,  and  leaving  for  a  last 
jesort,  that  which  is  from  tbe  beginning  tbe  only 
ntioBal  and  efficient  mode  of  treatment.  I  am  quite 
aware  ihat  slight  sores  and  abrasions,  from  various 
etmes,  Teiy  frequently  recover  without  any  or  very 
Ktile  treatment  whatever,  yet  the  cases  that  are  so 
f ftqueiitly  met  with  of  severe  eleevatkm  conthiiiing 
for  years,  without  even  a  proposal  for  the  employment 
^f  the  spetulttm,  Und  a  consequent  neglect  of  remedies 
sppUed  tp  tbe  diseased  part,  and  subsequently  the 
riipid  ewe  which  I  have  seen  effected  by  means  of  that 
Ho.  18,  September  8,  1M;. 


instruitoent,  and  topical  applications,  warrant,  I  conceive* 
the  above  remarks. 

Having  during  several  years  availed  myself  of  many 
opportunities  of  examining  diseased  conditions  of  the 
cervix  and  os  uieri,  and  having  preserved  accurate 
notes  of  many  of  the  most  important  cases  that  have 
fallen  under  my  notice,  I  prefer  exemplifying  by  two 
or  three  of  them  some  of  the  causes,  and  the  symptoms 
and  treatment  of  simple  or  inflammatory  ulceratioD 
of  the  08  and  cervix  uteri,  thus  showing  how  readily^ 
these  evils  are   under   the    control    of  medical  art 
when  attacked  by  judicious  topical  applications.    The 
first  case  which  I  shall  now  relate,  I  have  taken  care 
to  be  more  minute  in,  as  it  well  illustrates  the  ssrmp- 
toms,  general  and  local,  which  the  mischief  sooner  or 
later,  is  sure  to  produce;  the  othen  I  shall  give  less- 
in  detail,  as  this  wUl  be  sufficient  for  the  object  I  have- 
partially  in  view— viz.,  to  confirm  the  statements  as  to* 
tbe  ready  curability  of  these  evils  by  such  means,  as 
referred  to  by  Lisfranc,  Jobert,  De  Loury  and  Feraire, 
and  since  made  more  particularly,  perhaps,  known  to 
you,  by  Dr.  Henry  Bennet. 


I.— The  case  just  referred  to  is  that  of  a  lady,  24 
years  of  age,  usually  of  robust  health.    A  few  days 
after  marriage  she  was  attacked  with  severe  inflamma- 
tion of  the  vagina  and  vulva,  whilst  in  London,  and 
there  treated  very  judiciously  by  a  surgeon.    A  slight 
leucorrhoeai    discharge,    however,  continued  on  her 
leaving  the  Metropolis,  and  existed  more  or  less  for 
thirteen  months,  at  which  time  she  first  came  under 
my  notice.    During  a  portion  of  this  interval  she  had 
been  attended  by  a  friend  in  Brighton,  from  whom  she 
received  some  little  relief.    On  her  applying  to  me  she 
complained  of  a  constant  pain  in  the  loins,  a  sense  of 
heat  and  dragging  in  the  pelvis,  and  sexual  intercourse 
during  this  period  bad  been  at  times  extremely  painful; 
the  leucorrhoeai  discharge  was  abundant,  of  a  dirty 
yellow    colour,    and   occasionally  sanguineous;    her 
health  had  suffered  much,  and  she  had  become  nervous 
and  dyspeptic;  her  tongue  was  pale,  and  furred  in  the 
centre;  pulse  quick  and  irritable.    Menstruation  had 
always  been  natural,  but  since  her  marriage  she  had 
alwtyi  suffered mnch  pom.   The  usual  treatment  faavfng 
been  had  recourse  to  previously,  and  an  exSminatioD 
only  by  the  finger  having  been  proposed  and  adopted,  I 
recommended  the  employment  of  the  speculum,  whicli 
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ULCERATION  OFTHK  CERVIX  AND  OS  UTERI. 
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WM  immedUielj  acqutetced  in.  Tbc  mamtrfumiM  of  the 
difleMe  to  both  httibuid  tmA  pttient  fwnmM^  I  moy 
remArfc,  a  false  delieaef  from  sleppliif  ic  the  ««f  to  a 
chance  of  relief.  On  the  iotrododioft  of  the  finger 
the  vagina  was  foond  lelazed,  the  upfor  part  kritabJe, 
and  hotter  than  uaoal;  the  oa  uteri  was  high,  aad 
dwected  backward ;  the  eerm  waa  large*  and  of  an 
cedematous  feeling,  the  anterior  lip  being  OMMtee ;  oo 
the  finger  being  carried  over  it,  an  ineqoalitsr  waa 
obaerred,  a  part  appearing  rough,  which  waa  more 
sensitive  than  the  remaining  portion.  This  waa  more 
apparent  towards  the  oe  uteri. 

The  specolum  revealed  an  in6amed  appeanmce  of 
the  cervix,  as  evidenced  bjr  its  red  and  shining  Irao.  The 
Anterior  Hp  which  first  came  nnder  view  was  seen 
ulcerated  to  about  the  sise  of  a  shilling,  being  depi^essed 
e  little  below  the  surface,  and  covered  with  dark  red 
granulations,  which  bled  on  the  slightest  touch  of  the 
specolum.  The  os  uteri  to  one  hidf  its  circumference^ 
was  surrounded  by  the  ulceration,  and  from  the  orifice 
flowed  a  small  quantity  of  mHky-colonred  sntieus,  a 
proof,  as  it  is  asserted,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  partakes  of  the  mischief. 

The  mucus  having  been  wiped  away,  from  the  part,  T 
applied  the  nitrate  of  silver  thoroughly,  and  introduced 
it  a  line  or  two  into  the  os  uteri.  Little  or  no  pain 
was  occasioned.  An  injection  of  decoction  of  poppy, 
to  be  used  twice  a  day,  and  a  mixture  of  infusion  of 
gentian,  with  solution  of  potash  and  tincture  of  henbane, 
were  ordered.  Six  days  after,  improvement  had  taken 
place,  the  secretion  was  less,  and  the  ulcer  certainlv 
contracting ;  the  eschar  had  come  aw«y  on  the  fourth ' 
day.  The  decoction  of  poppy  was  changed  for  an 
injection  of  the  diluted  compound  alum  solution  of  the 
London  Pharmacopmia ;  the  mixture  to  be  continued, 
and  a  pill,  containing  a  grain  and  a  half  of  mercurial 
pill  and  extract  of  henbane  reqneated  to  be  taken 
every  alternate  night.  Rest  in  the  horisoatal  posture, 
and  freedom  from  all  sexual  excitement,  were  enjoined. 
From  this  period  I  used  the  nitrate  generally,  with  two 
exceptions,  twice  a  week,  for  Mven  weeks,  when  the 
ulceration  had  entirely  disappeared,  as  also  the 
leucorrhaea ;  the  softness  of  the  cervix  had  returned 
fully,  and  its  size  was  considerably  diminished ;  the 
dyspeptic  symptoms  had  all  abated,  and  she  had  pro- 
gressed equall}^  in  strength.  This  patient  left  Bath  in 
February  last.  Two  months  after  she  beca me  pregnant, 
and  she  still  remains  free  from  the  old  complaint. 


OTOBrinatioii,  the  cervix  waa  found*  low  in  the  vagias, 
greatly  enlarged^  and  eouiderahly  indumted.  The 
speotlom  diacotared  an  ulceratipn  of  at  least  aa  uch 
la  ica.widaat.diameter  on  the  right  side  of  the  cervii^ 
eovered  with  florid  graaulations,  and  raised  above  the 
maigia  of  the  aurrounding  texture.  The  mBCoes 
membrane  was  much  injected ;  the  oa  uteri  open.  la 
this  ease  also  the  nitrate  of  silver  was  freely  applied, 
and  rest  enjoined.  A  sulphate  of  zinc  injection,  sad 
the  aaual  remedies  for  restoring  the  lost  tone  of  consti- 
tution, were  prescribed*  After  nine  weeks'  treatmeat 
(the  nitrate  having  been  applied  over  the  whole  of  the 
eervis  onee,  occasiooaUjr  twice,  a  week,)  the  ulceratisa 
was  healed,  the  lencorrhoDa  with  iu  accompaaymg 
aymploma  had  left  her,  and  her  health  wai  vsitly 
impeoved.  I  examined  this  patient  about  three  weeki 
after  she  had  ceased  attendance  at  the  dispensary,  and 
found  the  cervix  in  a  normal  condition  and  position. 


II. — The  second  case  is  that  of  a  patient  I  attended 
at  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of  Bath,  unmarried,  aged  31. 
She  had  been  confined,  after  a  long  and  lingering  lal^ur, 
in  Bristol,  six  months  previously ;  she  soon  recovered,  in 
a  week  being  up  and  about  her  usual  avocations. 
After  the  lochia  had  'disappeared  a  leucorrhoeal  dis- 
charge set  in,  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  back,  and 
a  bearing  down.  She  was  attended  professionally, 
but  received  little  benefit.  About  two  months  prior 
to  her  api^ying  to  ■»»  blood  appeared  with  the 
discharge  at  ttoies,  and  to  the  extent  of  several  ounces* 
nia  continued  up  to  the  time  of  my  first  seeing  her, 
when  she  was  weak  and  much  emaciated;  coniplaiaed 
of  headache  and  loM  of  spiriti  and  appetite.     Oa 


III.^M^aae  third  is  thai  of  a  lady,  aged  40  yesn, 
mother  of  six  chiMreo,  who  applied  to  me  in  April, 
1845,  nnder  the  foMowingcircamstaoees  z— In  Janusry 
eif  the  year  prevkms  ahe  became  pcegoaiit,  and  sooa 
after,  toocorrhoea  set  io,  accompanied  with  pain  in  the 
hypogastric  region,  a  seose  of  weight  on  standings  and 
great  irritability  of  the  meatus  urinariua,  causing 
frequent  desire  to  micturate.  These  symptoms  cob« 
tinued,  without  medical  advice,  and  on  May  7th  she 
aborted ;  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was  lost,  and  for 
three  weeks  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  or  coach. 
After  this  most  of  her  former  ajrmptoms  disappeared, 
excepting  a  alight  draggiog  sensation  of  a  sickeatag 
character,  as  ahe  described  it,  whilat  atandipg  loag, 
espeeklly  if  she  had  previously  walked.  In  the 
November  following  ahe  again  became  eneemU,  and 
about  two  months  after  the  old  aymptonu  re-appeared ; 
and  not  valuing  them  as  she  should,  she  allowed  them  to 
continne,  without  seeking  advice,  until  the  com- 
mencement of  March,  Wk,  At  the  fifth  month  she 
sgatn  miscarried.  The  uterine  symptoms  continuing^ 
I  was  consulted  in  April.  I  found  the  digestive  organs 
disordered,  and  her  general  health  UFas  onsatisfisctoiy. 
She  complained  of  deep  aeated  hypogastric  and  lumbar 
paitts,  and  a  distressing  sensation  on  atanding;  the 
leucorrhma  waa  trifling.  On  examining,  the  cerrix 
was  found  lower  than  usual,  and  its  density  as  well 
as  volume  increased ;  it  had  much  resistance,  and  wss 
tender.  The  speculum  disclosed  the  os  uteri  patnlon^ 
and  entirely  engaged  wlih  uleamtion,  extending  froos 
which  were  two  amall  patches  of  ulceration,  about  the 
siae  of  a  fourpenny-piece,  the  one  anterior,  the  other 
on  the  right  side  of  the  posterior  lip ;  both  had  dark 
red  grannlationa,  mnch  depreased  below  the  surfisoe 
of  the  surrounding  part,  and  bled  on  the  apeenlam 
[  pressing.  The  whole  of  the  cervix  and  upper  third 
of  the  vagina  were  much  congealed ;  the  former  I 
freely  inciaed  in  several  places,  which  bled  freely.  A 
warm  bath  was  ordered,  and  a  warm  opiate  iojectioa 
to  be  used  night  and  morning;  a  mUd  laxative  wss 
prescribed,  and  rest  enjoined. 

Three  days  after  this  I  again  examined ;  the  coa- 
gestioa  was  much  relieved ;  the  nitrate  of  silver  wss 
now  fint  applied  to  the  alcccatioBii  aa  wtUaiaUghtlf 
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to  the  whole  cerriz  and  tipper  fourth  of  the  i«fiii»i, 
Oxide  of  zinc  with  eztnct  of  coniam  was  ordered  twiee 
a  dxf,  and  'a  ghik  of  the  mercnrial  pill  everf  night* 
Thia  pUn  of  local  trMtment  wia  continued  to  the 
commencement  of  Joiy,  when  the  volnrae  and  identity 
of  the  cenriz  had  contiderably  leesened ;  the  akeni- 
tiotts  had  healed  with  the  exception  of  the  maiyin  of 
the  oa  uteri,  which  was  itill  nleerated  and  opes ;  ^ 
pencil  of  nitrate  of  ailrer  was  introdneed  about  tk 
lines,  and  repeated  fire  times,  when  all  vkible  mischief 
disappeared.  There  still,  however,  contiaoed  a  moco« 
purulent  fluid  exuding  from  the  os  uteri,  and  accord- 
ingly I  introduced  a  probe  with  a  little  lint,  wetted 
with  a  solution  of  the  nitrate,  on  three  occasions,  at 
a  week's  internal,  wheh  the  character  of  the  diacharge 
altered  to  that  of  a  traniparent  mneoe.  In  the 
November  following  she  became  pregnant*  end  .in 
August,  1846, 1  attended  her  at  the  full  tine  in  hea 
accouchement.  ;  < 

IV. — ^The  next  case  is  that  of  a  female,  46  years  of  age, 

iBOtlwr  of  two  chiUren  ;  baa  been  a  wMow  two  years. 

A  benrinf>dowtt  and  lenoofrfaesa  hate  afflieted  her  for 

three  years;  ahe  has  procidencia  nterii  bnt  noeooiplete 

prolapnnt;  menatmadon  is  not  denmged;  complains 

of  pain  in  the  beck  and  behind  the  pubis,  eigrarated 

when  the  bowels  are  velieTed.    The  diacliarge  varies ; 

aometimes  it  is  white  and  rery  abundant,  at  others  thin 

and  streaked  with  blood,  hot  never  offensive.  She  had 

pfvrionaly  been  healthy  and  atont,  but  now  is  much 

emaciated.    She  has  had  many  remedies  tried,  bat  the 

disease   was   never   investigated   by   the   speculum. 

Stamining  with  the  finger,  the  vagina  was  very  relaxed ; 

the  cervix  nteri  very  laige  and  a  little  indurated ;  the 

OS  pntulona  and  its  edges  thiok.    There  was  little 

tenderness  except  over  the  posterior  Up,  where  the 

speenlnm  discovered  a  laige  irregular  ulceration,  an 

inch  in  ita  longest  diameter;  the  grannlataoos  were 

numerous  and  on  a  level  with  the  surrounding  part. 

The  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  freely  over"  the  whole 

cervix ;  an  injection  of  nitrate  of  silver  was  prescribed, 

and  the  citrate  of  iron  ordered  twice  a  day ;  the  cold  hip- 

liath  directed  to  be  used  if  practicable.    The  caustic 

in  this    case   was   applied  at  intervals  of   a  week, 

(occasionally  ofteoer,)  for  six  months;  during  one  month 

•of  this  time  a  vaginal  snppoaitory  of  belladonna  and 

mercnrial  ointment  was  inserted  every  other  night.  At 

•the  end  of  this  time,  the  ulceration  had  healed^  tlie 

discharge  had  all  but  ceased,  and  the  system  had 

recovered  a  healthy  tone.    Tbe  size  of  the  cervix  and 

body  of  tbe  utpnis  ued  much  dimimsbed,  as  evidenced 

by  examination,  aa  well  by  the  rectum  as  by  the  vagina. 


of  the  pbyeid^  who  last  attended  her.  She  states 
she  has  heen  suffering  from  constant  pain  an  the  back ; 
a  %nming  deep^sealad  pain  in  the  pelvia;  a  discharge^ 
mmn-pundent  in  cbviptar»  and  varying  in  quantity » 
iisssianally  ti^nd  witb  blood ;  and  debUi^y  upon  the 
ineraaae  between  three  and  four  years.  During  thin 
thee  she  ha»  been  the  patient  of  several  of  the  Batk 
nMdicnl  pmetitioners  of  the  h^hest  repute.  Two  of 
these  gentlemen  diagnosed  ulceration  of  the  utema 
and  treated  it  with  astringent  injections,  and  the  system 
with  tonics  generally.  The  circumstance  just  men- 
tioned I  wish  to  call  especial  attention  to,  as  it 
shows  to  how  lengthened  a  period  ulceration  may 
extend  unless  topically  treated,  and  how  rapid  the 
onto  when  sneb  treatment  ia  put  in  operation.  At  the 
$ime  of  this  patient  first  epplying  to  me,  the  symptoon 
above  mentioned  were  in  full  vigour,  added  to  which» 
•ahe  mentioned  that  walking  had  been  so  painful  as 
almost  to  be  impcncticable,  and  that  there  had  been 
mnch  dyamenorrhcea,  which  had  increased  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  Prior  to  her  first  noticing  her 
uterine  symptoms,  menstrnation  was  always  perfectly 
natural.  Dyspeptic  symptoms  had  also  become  very 
prominent.  An  examination  with  the  speculum  waa 
at  once  permitted  on  an  explanation  of  ita  uses,  and 
the  probable  benefit  which  would  accrue  to  her.  The 
vagina  waa  amell  and  along  its  upper  half  of  a  red 
purplish  hne ;  the  cervix  was  tumefied  hut  soft,  and  of 
a  uniform  red  colour;  the  aaterior  Up  was  the  laiger. 
The  OS  uteri  was  patulou8,andits  whole  margin  ulcerated  ; 
the  ulceration  extended  in  an  irregular  way  over 
nearly  one  half  of  the  fiosterior  portion  of  tbe  cervix^ 
and  was  uneven  and  very  deep.  The  touch  of  the 
speculum  was  painful  and  occasioned  a  little  blood ;  the 
same  effect  was  produced  by  the  slightest  touch  of  apiece 
of  lint.  The  mucus  from  the  os  uteri  wss  of  an  opaque 
white  colour.  I  immediately  applied  the  lunar  canstie 
to  the  whole  of  the  ulcerated  cervix ;  no  pain  waa 
occaaioned  ;  an  injection  of  sulphate  of  sine  and  opinm, 
and  a  mixture  of  the  infusion  of  gentian  with  solution 
of  potass,  were  prescribed,  as  also  a  pill  every  other 
night  of  mercurial  pUl  and  extract  of  hemlock. 

On  the  22nd  she  again  attended,  when  she  stated  all  her 
symptoms  had  abated  ;  the  ulceration  and  tumefaction 
of  the  cervix  were  decidedly  diminished.  The  caustic 
was  again  applied,  and  from  this  time  was  used  twice 
a  week,  (with  one  exception  during  men8truation» 
which  by  tbe  bye,  was  attended  with  considerably  less 
pain,)  up  to  the  13th  of  this  month,  when  the  cervix 
was  se^  reduced  to  almost  its  normal  size,  and  the 
whole  of  the  ulceration  healed,  except  that  round  the 


rtn.     ^  *j    •• .^         L      1*      J  ..L  ..    L         ij    o>9  which  had  become  aaperfidal.     The  cervix  and 

The  procidentia  was  so  much  rekeved  that  she  conid  ^  «   .^  .      .    .  ... 

^n.  -i^..»  -^A *^^  -.i^u-^.*  .K^   .;.!  ^  -^„    mucous  membrane  of  the  vagwa  had  resumed  theur 


welk  about  with  comfort  without  the  aid  of  any 
bandage. 

y. — The  last  case  is  that  of  a  young  woman,  aged 
32  years,  at  present  under  treatment  at  the  Eastern 
Dispensary  of  Bath,  t  am  desirous  of  relating  It^  as 
it  presented  the  most  extensive  ulceration  I  have  met 
with  in  a  young  unmarried  woman,  f  have  made 
many  inquiries  relative  to  her  character  and  beUeve  her 
•to  he  e  highly  respectable  and  chaste  young  female. 
-She  upplaed  to  me  on  the  llthof  Jane,  nttheitqaest 


doll  pale  colour.  The  system  generaUy  had  become 
strengthened,  and  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  had  aU  but 
vanished. 

Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  again  examined 
this  patient,— viz.,  on  Tuesday  htft,  July  20th,  and 
found  all  visible  trace  of  nkeration  gone ;  there  wns 
a  litde  gaping  of  the  os  nteri,  and  the  nterine  passsgob 
Si  Ihr  as  eottid  be  examined,  appeereda  little  red  and 
iideeted;  ahe  had  tost  aU  hearing-down  sensation  and 
sU  toMonrhft^  and  npccstatsd  henelf  is  bctiig  betUr 
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Hkfun  the  hit  be«B  twee  ateriae  fjispcoina  have  troobled 
kcr. 

Thft  TtauakWf  Mr.  FretideBt»  which  I  shall  make 
upon  these  caieiy  tfe  not  veiy  saaieroas;  but  before 
dddf-sOylwoQlcl  call  ftrar  attention  to  this  fact,  that 
tlie  ^  cases  f  have  now  detailed  hare  been  selected 
ont  of  many  I  have  met  with  in  private*and  dispensary 
practice,  and  therefore  each  may  be  considered  as 
representing  a  class  of  cases,  with  [the  exception  of 
the  last,  this  being  only  the  second  case  of  the 
disease  I  have  treated  in  a  young  unmarried  female. 
I  am  desirous  not  to  be  thought  to  draw  conclusions 
from  individual  esampiles. 

la  the  fivBl  case  described^  the  cause  of  the  ulcena- 
tioB  was  cvidenti  arising  from  vagii^tis,  extending  to 
the  cervix  uteris*— a  not  nnfrequeat  occunrence  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  in  the  early  days  of  marriage, 
A  prominent  symptom  during  the  thirteen  months 
prior  to  my  seeing  her  was  dysmenorrhoea,  a  circum- 
stance  to  which  I  shall  refer  bye-and-bye,  and  to 
which  I  would  peculiarly  call  your  notice.  It  is 
interesting  also  to  observe  that  this  patient  remained 
sterile  during  the  time  that  the  disease  wu  existing; 
Imt  about  six  weeks  after  the  cure  was  complete, 
pregnancy  took  place.  The  same  cause  which  I  shall 
speak  of  bye-and-bye,  in  relation  to  dysmenorrfacea, 
will  readily  account  for  it, — riz.,  the  partial  blocking 
up  of  the  uterine  neck  by  congestion,  and  tlie  muco« 
pumlent  discharge.  Dr.  Bennet,  in  bis  treatise,  states 
that  he  is  inclined  to  believe  that  pregnancy  does  not 
take  place  whilst  the  patient  is  suffering  under  this 
disease,  but  he  has  since  narrated,  I  think,  a  case,  and 
one  in  my  own  practice  dearly  proves  ifs  occurrence. 
I  have  been  asked  whether  the  introduction  of  the 
caustic  pencil  into  the  os  uteri  does  not  tend  to  con- 
tract or  altogether  close  up  the  passage.  The  above 
case,  with  others,  sufficiently  answers  the  query. 

In  the  second  case  narrated,  the  symptoms  came 
on  directly  after  a  tedious  labour,  where,  doubtless, 
excoriations  of  the  os  uteri  had  been  produced.  Getting 
about  again  earlier  than  consistent,  congestion  was 
favoured,  the  lacerations  did  not  heal,  and  thus 
iniammation  and  ulceration  succeeded.  Pregnancy 
certainly  predisposes  to  this  affection,  and  a  laborious 
labour  or  abortion  is  sure  to  occasion  congei^ion,  and 
Tery  frequently  excoriations,  around  the  cervix. 

In  the  third  case  related,  abortion  was  eridently 
occasioned  in  two  instances  by  the  disease ;  and  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  second  pregnancy  appeared 
to  light  up  the  disease  after  it  had  apparently  been 
cured.  This  we  should,  a  priori,  anticipate,  that  con- 
gestion, or  ought  that  favours  increased  circulation 
in  the  part,  might  develope  or  enconrsge  the  con- 
tinuance of  it.  I  cannot  speak  positively,  but  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  this  individual  became 
pregnant  whilst  suffering  in  a  slight  degree  from  the  eyil. 

In  the  fourth  case,  a  procidentia  uteri  etiited  at  an 


effect  of  the  disease ;  the  body  and  cervix  uteri  were- 
in  a  condition  of  chronic  hypertrophy,  and  it  must  be 
apparent  to  every  one»  knowing  how  the  uterus  is- 
balanced,  as  it  were,  in  the  pehr^  how  readHy  the 
sUghtest  chsinge  in  its  volnrne  is  liable  to  alter  its 
poeitwn.  I  feel  confident  that  many,  very  many,  cases 
9  prbcidenCIa  uteri  may  be  traced  to  this  cause.  'I 
may  remark  that  I  have  found  the  employment  of 
vaginal  suppositories  most  beneficial  in  uterine  diseases; 
the  use  of  them  in  the  case  before  us  was  of  marked 
benefit  in  diminishing  the  size  of  the  cervix,  and 
relieving  irritation. 

The  last  case  I  have  drawn  up  to  exhibit  the  extent 
at  which  the  disease  will  arrive  in  a  young  unmarried 
woman,  and  to  show  how  inefficient  treatment  is  that 
is  not  directed  to  the  seat  of  the  disease.    At  the  end 
of  the  six  weeks  during  which  thb  patient  has  been 
subjected  to  the  cauterization,  she  is  comparatively 
well ;  the  improvement  too  in  her  general  health  haa 
kept  pace  with  the  local  improvement.    I  have  also- 
related  it  to  show  peculiarly  a  connection  between  ulcer- 
ation of  the  neck  and  dysmenorrhoea.      I  have  fbr 
some  months  noticed  this  connection  in  sereral  cases 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obserration,  bat  especiaDy 
so  in  the  case  before  us,  and  also  in  one  other  which  I 
regret  to  say  I  kept  no  notes  of.    It  was  in  a  lady  of 
27  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  from  dysnaenorrhma 
in  an  extreme  degree  for  six  years.    Many  and  various- 
had  been  the  remedies  advised  by  almost  as  many 
medical  men,  when  I  proposed  the  employment  of  the 
means  recommended  by  the  late  Dr.  Mackintosh,  of 
dilating  the  os  uteri  by  the  aid  of  bougies,  which  I  hkd 
long  desired  to  put  in  practice.    An  examination,  how- 
ever, with  the  finger,  discovered  to  me  an  irregularity 
and  tenderness  abont  the  os  uteri,  the  whole  cervix 
appearing  swollen,    llie  symptoms  which  she  certainly 
had  of  ulceration  were  all  saddled  by  me  upon  the 
dysmenorrbma.    This  being  the  case,  I  had  a  small 
speculum  made,  and  on  introducing  it  found  the  margin 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  os  superficially  ulcerated. 
I  applied  lunar  caustic,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  her  entirely  cured  of  her  -dysmenorrhoea  in 
about  three  months.    I  was  thus  led  particularly  to 
notice  the  symptom  of  painful  menstruation  in  all  Ae 
cases  I  have  since  had  of  congestion  and  ulcenttioo  of 
the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  in  those  where  the  uterine 
passages  were  most  concerned,  this  symptom  was  promi- 
nent.   Such  being  the  case,  might  not  many  of  the 
most  obstinate  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea  that  we  meet 
with  be  thus  accounted  for,  and  thus  relief  obtained 
for  that,  *'  the  frequent  return  of  which,"  as  Dr.  Mason 
Good  says,  "  embitters  the  life  of  the  patient."    Certain 
it  is,  the  case  I  just  spoke  of,  I.  at  first  treated  as  a 
case  of  dysmenorrhoea,  thus  mistaking  a  symptom  for 
^he  disease.    In  this  fifth  case  at  the  dispensary  1  shoold 
assuredly  have  done  so  too,  had  not  my  attenlfon 
been  pravlottily  aroused*    Tbeie  obeeitatiOBS  M/ai  tQ 


ULCERATION  OF  THE  CEEVIX  AND  OS  UTERI. 


481 


•  <C0Bfirm  the  vieirs  of  the  late  Dr.  Mackintosh  and  Pro- 
Jievor  Simptotty  reiatire  to  the  ca^ie  of  loine  cases  of 
dysmenorrhiBa,— vix.,  a  naturally  contracted  uterine 
passage;  the  same  effects  are  thus  seen  to  arise  from 
the  passage  contracted  by  disease.  The  canse  of  the 
dysmenorrhcea,  I  concei?e,   cannot    be    difficult  of 


4th.  That  when  the  os  uteri  as  well  as  the  cervix,  is 
ulcerated,  the  mischief  extends  from  the  former  to  the 
latter.  The  os  uteri  is  generally  the  last  part  to  yield 
to  the  remedies.  In  the  treatment  it  is  well  to 
remember  this  fact. 

5th,  That   in    the  generality  of  cases  that  have 


the  irarpoaes  of  an  efficient  caustic,  and  that  I  can 
but  view  the  actual  cautery,  the  Vienna  paste*  the 
peroitrate  and  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  as  well  as 
nitric  acid  applications,  of  too  violent  a  character  for 
ordinary  use  to  that  portion  of  the  body. 


explanation,  when  we  remember  the  uterine  passage  i^ )  ocenrred  to  me,  the  aitrate  of  silver  has  aaswer^  all 

•  contracted,  perhaps  closed,  by  the  congestion  of  the 
seek  of  the  uterus ;  the  menstrual  fluid,  after  being 
secreted,  becomes  blocked  op  in  thje  womb,  which,  on 
being  distended,  contracts  on  its  contents  to  overcome 
the  obstacle,  thus  producing  pains,  greater  or  less, 
according  to  the  amount  of  obstacle  which  the  uterine 
passage  affords.  Many  authors  in  writing  of  dys- 
menorrbcea,  refer  to  violent  spasmodic  uterine  and 
bearing-down  pains,  and  violent  expulsory  efforts. 
Dr.  Good  states,  in  continuation  of  the  passage  above, 
that  the  disease  "effectually  prohibits  all  hope  of  a 
family,  for  if  impregnation  should  take  place  in  the 
interval,  the  expulsory  force  of  the  pain  is  sure  to 
detach  the  embryo  from  its  hold."*  The  cause  of 
the  ulceration  in  the  case  of  this  young  woman  is. 

•  altogether  hidden,  I  cannot  leara  that  she  has  had 
metritis  or  any  other  disease  likely  to  set  up  the  mischief. 
Whether  unnatural  sexual  excitement  from  self-abuse 

•  has  anything  to  do  with  this  affection,  as  a  cause  in 
young  females,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  anything  about 

It  may  be  observed  I  have  used  only  the  nitrate  of 
silver  as  a  caustic ;  twice,  however,  I  have  employed 
the  nitric  acid  and  weakened  potassa  fosa^  but  their 
application  was  so  difficult  and  violent,  so  uncertain  in 
their  extent  and  management,  that  I  have  since  used 
only  the  lunar  caustic,  and  really  find  it  as  efficient  as 
I  could  desire.  As  to  the  Vienna  paste  of  the  surgeon 
of  La  Pitie,  and  the  per-nitrate  of  mercury  and  actual 
cautery  of  Jobert,  I  know  nothing  of  either  by  experi- 
ence, nor  would  I  advise  a  trial  while  the  good  can  be 
wrought  which  I  have  seen  with  the  nitrate  of  silver. 

I  am  afraid  I  have  already  taken  up  too  much  of 
your  time,  but  I  have  been  desirous  of  calling  attention 
to  this  important  disease,  believing  it  to  be  a  common 
source  of  much  suffering,  and  one  too  frequently  over- 
looked, its  effects  being  more  often  treated  than  the 
diseue  itself.  My  own  experience  enables  me  to  make 
the  following  deductions,  with  which  I  shall  conclude. 

1st.  That  dystnenorrhcea  Is  occaaioaaliy  only  a 
symptom  of  this  disease,  resulting  from  congestion 
and  ulceration  of  the  cervix  and  os  uteri. 

2nd.  That  sterility  is  a  most  frequent  attendant, 
though  not,  as  has  been  considered,  a  necessary  con- 
dition, ^e  mechanical  obstruction  in  the  uterine 
neck  being  sufficient  to  account  for  it,  as  in  dysmen- 
oirhfta. 

3rd.  That  abortion  is  occassionally  produced  by  it ; 
vhea  it  does  occur  the  disease  is  commonly  a(||[nivated, 
-eometimes  altogether  lit  up  by  it. 

•  **  G^*«  Study  of  Medicine/^  Vol,  v.,  p.  «• 


Before  sitting  down,  Mr.  President,  I  mm  eoxiomi  |e 
stitte  some  particnlun  relative  to  the  above  renarke 
upon  dytmenorrboM.     My  friend  Mr.  Bartmn,  re« 
quested  me  in  the  begiuniug  of  last  week,  to  write  e 
paper  to  be  read  this  day,  and  having  the  remarks  Just 
read  put  together  with  the  intention  of  sending  thtftse 
to  one  of  the  journals,  I  consented.    During  (be  week» 
I  ssentiened  to  two  or  three  friendt  the  views  which  I 
have  BOW  brought  forward,  but  on  looking  over  ||tt 
Ltme^if  of  Jel^  i7tb,  I  obaerved  the  paper  by  Dtm 
Bennet,  and  was    surprised   to   find  that   be   bed 
advanced  views   all   but   similar;  without   reading^ 
further  I  took  up  my  paper  and  read  parts  of  it  to  two 
friends.    On  returning  home  I  immediately  wrote  e 
letter  to  Dr.  Bennet,  in  which  I  stated  the  above  to 
him,  and  also  expressed  e  hope  that  should  he  hear  oC 
my  reading  this  paper  to  day  he  would  give  ne  the 
credit  of  believing  that  the  observations  made  relative 
to  dysmenorrboea  were  made  some  time  since,  and  in 
entire  ignorance  of  his  opinion  upon  the  matter.  '  £ 
felt  as  I  expressed  to  him,  that  I  could  not  read  this  to 
you,  without  speaking  first  to  him,  lest  he  might  con* 
stme  my  observation  as  piratical.    I  feel  also  that  this 
explanation  is  due  alike  to  you  as  to  myself.    In  return 
I  have  received  from  Dr,  Bennet  a  very  polite  and 
flattering  letter,  in  which  he  states,  in  connection  with 
my  experience  upon  the  matter,-^"  My  mind  is  thne 
relieved  of  a  feAr,  which,  I  must  confess  I  entertained^ 
and  which  prevented  my  publishing  on  the  subject  a 
full  year  ago,— viz.,  lest   I   should   be   accused  eC 
indelicacy,  and  of  promulgating  views  impracticable 
on  that  ground.    Nothing  indeed  can  give  me  greater 
pleasure  than  to  find  another  practitioner  arriving  at 
the  same  results  as  myself,  as  it  is  a  guarantee  of  the 
ultimate  success  of  my  endeavours  to  establish  uleriM 
psithology  in  this  country  on  a  sound  and  real  basis." 
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CASE  OF  WOUND  OP  THE  INTERNAL  CA- 
ROTID ARTERY.  AND  DIVISION  OF  THE 
PAR  VAGUM,  IN  WHICH  THE  COMMON 
CAROTID  ARTERY  WAS  TIED.  ^ 


angle  of  the  jaw ;  it  was  arterial,  aod  came  forth  In  a 
stream  as  large  as  a  svan-qntlL  Conrinced  that  tone 
large  arterial  tmnk  most  be  wounded,  and  most  likely 
the  internal  carotid,  I  directed  additional  medical  aid 


to  be  aougbt*  in  order  that  I  might  be  able  at  once  io 
By  Samvbl  WmiOHT  Fzamm,  M.R.C.S.,  F.GA  (i  *^opt  »o™«  dccisiTe  proceeding  to  restrain  the  b«mor. 


(Read  beYore  the  Provincial  If  edf  cat  and  Sorgleal  Aiioete 
tlon,at  tke  Annirersary  Meeting,  at  Deit^»>Thtt»day, 
Angost  Sth.  1647.) 

The  rarity  of  the  occnrrenee  of  a  case  of  womd  of 
the  internal  carotid  artery,  in  which  there  is  any 
opportunity  of  rendering  snrgical  assistance,  will,  I 
trust,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  intmding  upon  the 
raluable  time  of  the  meeting,  whilst  I  relate,  as  briefly 
aa  is  consistent  with  a  fall  eiposition  of  its  most 
interesting  features,  the  particulars  of  a  case  which 
has  recently  fallen  under  my  professional  care.  The 
notes^  as  originally  taken*  during  a  period  of  upwards 
of  eleven  weeks,  are  wy  Tcdiuniaoua ;  but  as  it  would 
be  fre^assing  unnecessarily  upoa  your  attenttan  to 
read  the  whde  of  thefn,  I  thidl  present  to  yow,  is  as 
condensed  a  form  as  I  ean,  the  amsi  imptrtaat  part 
of  the  details. 

On  Tuesday,  February  2ad,  1847,  Mrs.  Osboro, 
aged  68,  of  spare  habit  and  nenreus  temperament, 
(about  fire  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,)  was  savagely 
attacked  by  a  man,  armed  with  a  pruning  knife,  who 
inflicted  three  severe  stabs  on  the  left  side  of  the 
seek,  and  several  others,  of  a  more  triOing  nature, 
on  the  jaw  and  or^r  the  larynx.  The  most  profuse 
heemorrhage  immediately  followed,  inducing  syncope, 
and  a  state  of  insensibility,  which  continued  for  about 
an  hour.  Several  medical  gentlemen  were  shortly  in 
attendance,  and  in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
from  the  time  of  the  injury  I  first  saw  her,  having 
been  from  home  when  first  sent  for.  I  found  her  in 
a  state  of  extreme  exhaustion,  lying  upon  the  bed,  her 
clothes  saturated  with  blood,  aad  barely  able  to 
recognize  any  one  about  her.  There  was  a  deep  wound 
about  three  inches  in  length  immediately  behind  the 
angle  of  the  jaw,  extending  perpendicularly  down- 
wards; another,*  a  jagged  wound,  over  the  transverse 
processes  of  several  of  the  middle  cervical  vertebrs, 
and  a  deep  gaping  wound  midway  between  the  occipital 
spinous  process,  and.the  mastoid  process  of  the  temporal 
bone ;  the  other  wounds  being  slight,  need  not  be  par- 
ticularly  described.  There  was  a  slight  oozing  of 
blotd,  but  I  was  unable  to  discover  that  any  large 
arterial  trunk  had  been  injured.  A  ligature  bad  beeni 
placed  upon  a  small  superficial  vessel,  by  Mr.  Harwodd, 
before  I  arrived.  After  waiting  some  time,  the  wounds 
were  dressed,  and  brandy-and-water,  as  far  as  the 
difficulty  of  swallowing  would  permit,  was  freely 
administered.  The  other  medical  gentlemen  left  the 
house^  but  I  remained  in  attendance  upon  the  patient. 

At  seven  o'clock,  whilst  I  was  in  an  adjoining  room, 
she  got  out  of  bed  to  the  night-chair,  when  a  most 
alarming  return  of  the  hemorrhage  took  place.  I  wal 
hastily  summoned,  and  immediately  stopped  the 
bleeding  by  pressure.  On  removing  the  dressings  I 
fouBd  the  blood  issued  from  the  wound  behind  the 


rhage.  My  friends  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Borough  being 
fortunately  at  han4»  and  agreeing  with  me  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  at  the  vessel  in  the  situation  of  the 
injury,  it  was  determined  to  place  a  ligature  on  the 
trunk  of  the  common  carotid. 

I  pursued  the  usual  steps  in  the  opl^ration,  and 
having  opened  the  sheath  of  the  vessels,  I  passed  ah 
armed  aneurismal  needle  from  without  to  within 
beneath  the  carotid,  and  when  the  gentlemen  present 
had  satisfied  themselves  that  the  artery  was  properly 
^pored,  the  ligature  was  firmly  tied.  Only  a  few 
drops  of  blood  irere  lost  during  the  operation,  which 
tQO^  about  ten  minutes  for  its  completion,  and  was 
admirably  borne  by  the  patient,  no  expression  of  suf- 
fering or  additional  discomfort  having  escaped  her. 
The  haemorrhage  from  the  wound  at  once  ceased,  and 
the  proper  dressings  having  been  applied,  she  wss 
directed  to  be  kept  as  quiet  and  free  from  excitement  as 
possible,  and  a  little  tea  and  brandy  and  water  to  be 
given  at  intervals. 

The  patient  bad  much  trouble  to  make  herself  under* 
stood,  and  there  was  considerable  difficulty  in  swal- 
lowing, but  whether  this  arose  from  debility,  or  from 
injury  to  the  pharynx  and  glottis,  it  waa  not  possible  to 
make  out.  Each  time  when  she  swallowed,  the  liquid 
seemed  to  get  within  the  glottis,  occasioning  cough  and 
retching,  and  many  times  during  the  night  she  vomited 
a  dark*coloured  fluid.  I  give  this  last  portion  of  the 
notes  as  it  was  written  at  the  time,  but  it  will  be  seen 
in  the  sequel,  when  we  come  to  the  posl-moriem 
examination,  that  the  suffocative  cough  and  difficulty  of 
swallowing  are  abundantly  accounted  for  by  the  fact 
that  the  nervus  vagus  was  divided. 
,  It  should  be  mentioned  here,  that  in  defending 
herself  from  the  attack  of  the  assassin,  the  paUent 
received  a  severe  wound  in  the  palm  of  the  right 
hand,  over  tie  head  of  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the 
forefinger.  This  wound  divided  the  flexor  tendons 
and  digital  artery,  and  opened  the  capsular  ligament 
of  the  joint.  To  take  an  anodyne  draught  every  third 
hour. 

February  3rd,  7  a.m.  I  have  remained  in  attendance 
upon  Mrs.  Osborn  all  nlghij  the  puis*  has  maintained 
a  speed  of  140,  and  has  been  feeble;  more  decided 
re-action  now  seems  to  be  taking  place;  there  is  con« 
siderable  heat  of  akin,  and  the  pulse  is  increasing  in 
^olupie ;  the  thirst  has  been  very  urgent,  and  she  has 
repeatedly,  taken  tea,  cold  water,  and  cold  brandy-and- 
water  ^by  tea-spoonfuls.  The  difficulty  o/  s^allowidg 
is  very  distressing. 

3  p.m.  Much  the  same;  pulse  120,  very  fidl  and 
throbding. 

JffdwyAf.— But  little  change  since  last  report;  has 
slept  for  a  short  time  at  intervals. 

4th,  7'  'a.m.  Has  passed  a  restless  night,  aad  has 
constantly  wanted  a  change  '6f  iKMitioh ;  has  ^nt  nam 
become  ittddenly  woite;  the  pulae  ii  flattering  ud 
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iatemittettty  tnd  she  It  usable  to  gpeak  or  to  swalloW ; 
ilie  Ilea  with  the  mouth  open,  and  there  it  a  good  deal 
of  rattle  in  the  tliroat. 

I  p.m.  Shortly  after  last  report  became  insensible, 
and  since  then  has  lain  in  a  state  of  stupor.  There  is 
considerable  heat  of  skin,  and  perspiration ;  the  pulse 
bat  lost  its  irregular  character,  and  is  full  but  com- 
pressible, 120. 

4  p.m.  Is  now  quite  sensible,  and  able  to  converse 
in  a  whisper;  has  swallowed  tea  and  cold  water,  and 
altogether  appears  to  htsn  rallied  a  good  deal  j  pulse 
«f  good  streagth,  120;  breathing  tranquil. 

7  p.ni.  Complains  of  cough.  Habeat  LInct.  Oxy- 
meUis  cum  Opio,  more  solito.  Bowels  not  open  since 
operation.  To  have  an  injection  of  warm  gruel  and 
salt;  to  have  arrowroot  made  with  water,  and  a  little 
brandy  added.  Pulse  115,  with  an  intermission  erery 
twelfth  beati 

II  p.m.  Is  much  better;  breathing  tranquil;  ltt» 
difficulty  in  swallowing  ;  pulse  100,  and  regular. 

5tb,  8  a.m.  Rested  comfortably  till  ihalf-past  two^ 
since  then  has  been  uneasy;  she  has  taken,  howeyer, 
tereral  times,  a  little  tapioca  and  isinglass;  is  now 
feverish,  and  the  pulse  102,  has  again  become  irregular ; 
bowels  not  yet  moved.    To  take  an  aperient  draught. 

Vnpere. — Has  suffered  severely  daring  the  day  from 
pain  in  the  abdomen ;  the  pulse  at  times  regular,  and 
at  others  intermittent,  las  ranged  from  100  to  180. 
Had  an  injection  of  warm  gruel  and  castor  oil  in  the 
afternoon,  which  acted  copiously,  after  which  she 
expressed  herself  as  much  relieved.  To  take  at  inter- 
vals an  opiate  draught. 

6th,  8  a.m.  Is  much  better;  has  had  some  refresh- 
ing  sleep  in  the  night,  and  has  taken  nourishment 
repeatedly. 

Vapere, — Bowels  acted  freely  at  mid-day.  Dressed 
the  wounds,  from  which  there  is  slight  thinnish 
tscretion. 

7th,  9  a.m.  A  tolerable  night ;  slept  from  twelve  to 
three ;  it  a  good  deal  exhausted ;  skin  moist ;  pulse 
jntermittent,  108.    To  have  beef  tea  at  intervals. 

l^eipere. — Secretion  from  wound  more  puriform; 
wonnd  made  in  operation,  except  at  the  point  of  liga- 
tnre,  has  united  by  first  intention;  there  is  great 
throbbing  pulsation  in  the  carotid  up  to  the  ligature ;  Is 
pretty  comfortable. 

9th.  Has  been  much  the  same  the  last  two  days ; 
has  complained  of  much]  pain  in  the  wonnd  of  the 
V^d,  to  which,  as  well  as  to  the  wounds  of  the  neck, 
Water  cU-eaiog  has  been  applied ;  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  cough  and  frothy  expectoration ;  has  had  the  bowels 
open  from  an  injection,  and  takes  the  opiate  drangBit 
OCcssionaUy,  with  a  good  effect!;  swallows  more  easily. 

Uth,  5  a.m.  Has  had  a  bad  night,  coughing  almost 
incessantly,  and  the  difficulty  of  swallowing  has  become 
as  bad  at  ever ;  pulte  feeble,  104 ;  perspires  freely,  and 
feds  low  aod  exhausted,  having  taken  scarcely  anything 
teiiy  the  nif  bt.  I  got  her  to  swallow  a  tea-cupful 
^  beef  tea  with  much  difficulty,  the  liqujd  at  each 
tfort  seeming  a  litUeof  it  to  get|within  the  glottis^ 
Vn>dscing  cough  and  sense  of  suffocation. 

rs9fre.^Hat  rallied  a  little,  and  hat  takea  during 
41m  day  aUtclo  nUk  porridge  and  beef  tea. 


I2tb,  2  a.m.  Bleeding  from,  wound  of  hand.  Applied 
comprett  and  bandage.  Wounds  of  neck  looking 
healthy,  dischaige  less^  and  are  healing. 

IJ^th.  Has  been  very  irritable  and  restless  the  whole 
nigl^,  and  at  times  wandering  and  insensible ;  has 
taken  but  little  nourishment,  and  is  altogether  not 
nearly  so  well. 

11  a.m.  Sammoaed  ia  great  hatte  to  her  at  the 
ift^jioppjMed  to  be  dying.  Found  her  extremely  tank 
and  exhausted;  akin  clammy;  pulse  feeble  and  irregu- 
lar, 150 ;  does  not  complain  of  pain,  but  tayt  the  it  very 
ill  I  got  her  to  take  tome  braady  and  water»  and  .later 
ia  the  day  tome  port  wine. 

Ia  the  evening  the  had  rallied  somewhat  and  com- 
plained for  the  firat  time  of  p»in  in  the  left  ear.  The 
pujte  wat  still  irregular,  108. 

16tfa.  Has  had  several  hours  sleep  in  the  night,  and 
feels  much  better;  skin  clammy;  pulse  steady,  104. 
To  have  wine  and  brandy  and  water  at  intervals. 

20th.  Much  the  tame  train  of  tymptoois  the  ittt 
three  or  four  days;  at  timet  great  exhauttioB  and 
inability  to  twallow,  and  raoeh  trouble  from  the 
ooogh  and  abaadant  tndieai  tecretion,  the  pulte 
vaiying  almott  hourly  in  tpeed,  volume,  and  regularity. 
Xo  day  the  haofi  it  very  painful  and  there  it  a  con- 
siderable fluctuating  swelling  over  the  injured  joint.  I 
have  opened  it  and  evacuated  about  an  ounce  of 
well-formed  pus.  There  is  a  grating  sensation  com- 
municated by  moving  the  joiot«  occasioned  probably 
by  erosion  of  the  cartilage.  The  wounds  of  the  neck 
are  healing  gradually. 

22nd.  Ligature  came  away.  Hat  suffered  very 
much  since  last  report  from  the  choking  and  suffocative 
cough,  and  at  timet  the  faintnett  and  exhaustion 
have  been  so  extreme  as  to  occasion  great  alarm.  Is 
obliged  to  take  frequently  as  far  at  the  is  able  wine 
and  brandy  and  water. 

March  0th.  Continues  much  in  the  same  state ;  is 
able  to  take  but  little  nourishment;  tuffert  greatly 
from  the  pain  of  the  hand,  which  diacharget  pus 
copiously.  The  joint  being  evidently  diseased,  I  got 
my  friend  Mr.  D.  Fox  to  see  the  patient,  and  as  he 
concurred  with  me  in  the  propriety  of  removing  the 
finger,  I  have  done  so  immediately  behind  the  head  of 
the  metacarpal  bone.  There  was  no  bleeding  to 
require  a  ligature. 

10th.  Has  been  much  easier  since  the  removal  oC 
the  finger;  the  wound  looks  well,  and  is  healing 
favourably;  the  coogh  and  difficulty  of  swallowing 
are,  however,  very  distressing,  and  she  is  taking  but 
little  nourishment.  To  have  a  blister  to  the  cheat, 
and  to  take  the  following  i-'R.  Sodas  Sesquicarboa.^ 
dr.  ij.;  Mucil.  AcaciA,  ox.  ij;  Tinct.  Sciilse,  dr.  iij.; 
Tinct.  Camph.  Co.,  dr.  vj.;  Acidi  Hydrocyanici,  m. 
xij;  Aquse  ad  oz.  viij.M.  Sum.  oz.  iss.  quartis  horis. 

15th.  Still  coughs  a  good  deal,  but  expectorates 
more  easily,  and  there  is  lets  trouble  in  swallowing; 
appetite  improving.  To  continue  the  cough  mixture. 
The  wounds  of  the  neck  have  been  healed  about  a 
week. 

April  4th.  Matters  have  gone  on  much  the  same 
rince  the  lati  report ;  the  cough  hat  ooatiousd  to  give 
much  trouble ;  there  it  very  abundant  tncheal  and 
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kfOttcMAl  tecretiODy  but  little  rAle  can  be  perceivtd 
hj  applyipg  the  etr  to  the  cliett,  ud  I  coosider  the 
atctrtion  comet  principally  from  the  trachea  and  larger 
brolkchial  tabes.  There  is  less  strength  than  there 
wis  a  month  ago,  And  there  is  too  mnch  reason  to 
fear  she  nay  nltimately  be  eihansted  by  the  congh. 
AAoth6r  blister  has  been  apiMM  to  "Ae  efaest,  with 
some  relief,  and  rarioni  eongh  ntedleiftet  have  hmtx 
tried.  The  pnlse  is  usually  about  110.  She  takes 
bat  litUe  food  now. 

11th.  More  prostrated  and  feeble;  sleeps  much; 
complains  of  pain  at  the  vertex,  and  a  coldness  of  the 
left  side  of  the  head;  pulse  rtritble  in  speed  and 
volumei  and  it  times  intermittent,  ranges  from  100 
to  160;  still  much  muco-purulent  secretion  in  the 
av-paasages,  whieh  is  easily  expectorated ;  «rine 
abundant,  and  of  natural  appearance  as  it  has  been 
tbfoughoot.  I  have  repeatedly  urged  the  ate  of  bfsdh 
injections,  but  she  refuses  to  have  them  administered. 

22Bd.  Mrs.  Osbom  died  this  morning  a  little  before 
Bine  o'clock,  baring  lingered  since  the  last  report  in  a 
state  of  the  most  extreme  exhaustion,  feebleness,  and 
cmaciati6n.  For  many  days  she  has  taken  little  else 
thim  cold  water.  She  has  suffered  much  latterly  from 
lie  pain  at  the  vertex,  and  in  the  ear,  and  along  the 
course  of  th6  vessels  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck.  She 
died  without  a  struggle. 

Poif'fMriem  examination  ten  houra  after  death.— 
Fkcsent— Dr.  Heygate,  Messn.  Wright,  D.  Fox, 
Borough,  Greaves,  and  Taylor. 

Body  extremely  emaciated.  Heart  loaded  with  fat ; 
longs  did  not  collapse  on  opening  the  chest ;  the  left 
lung  a  good  deal  congested  posteriorly,  and  the  right 
abo  congested  posteriorly,  but  to  a  less  extent ;  there 
tras  much  frothy  rauco-purulent  matter  in  the  larger 
bronchial  tubes,  and  the  bronchial  membrane  was 
xnneh  injected.  In  the  neck,  at  the  site  of  the  ligature, 
tiie  cellular  membrane  was  condensed  and  firmly 
adherent  to  the  adjoining  structures;  the  point  of 
Sgation  was  well  marked,  and  the  artery  was  filled  with 
a  dense  brOwoish-colonred  fibrinous  coagulom,  which 
coqimenced  about  half  an  inch  from  the  origin  of  the 
vessel ;  the  artery  was  considerably  diminished  in  siae ; 
above  the  ligature,  and  especially  at  the  bifurcation, 
the  vessel  was  contracted  and  hardened,  and  contained 
tlie  same  kind  of  fibrinous  coagulum,  but  in  a  propor- 
tionately leM  quantity ;  in  this  situation,  too,  there  was 
a  very  minute  abscess  in  the  coats  of  the  artery ;  the 
pOBterior  face  of  the  internal  carotid,  immediately 
above  the  point  where  it  is  given  off  from  the  common 
trunk,  presented  a  well-marked  appearance  of  the 
wound  which  had  furnished  the  alarming  h»morrha|^e 
ht  the  time  of  the  injary,  snd  in  the  same  situation  thfe 
parwigum  was  found  to  have  been  divided.  (I  have 
iiince  found,  in  examining  the  parts  after  they  bad  been 
iiome  time  in  spirit,  that  the  reddened  line  which  had 
indicated  the  point  of  injury  of  the  vessel,  at  the  time 
6f  the  dissection  very  distinctly,  has  disappeared  from 
the  maceration.  The  edges  of  the  wound  had  closely 
tinited,  and  there  is  no  trace  of  the  wound  on  the 
interfaal  coat  of  the  artery.  This  condition  of  the 
|uats  18  similar  to  what  is  stated  to  have  occurred  in  the 
cxperimenu  of  B^dard,  and  the  puaibHity  of  which 


ia  UkeviM  aiBrmed  by  Chellas.  It  sfaoold  be  staled 
that  the  wovad  of  the  vessel  was  9kUfmi  or  diVyiaef» 
and  that  it  had  a  length  of  about  two  lines.  Hm 
vessel  in  the  utuation  of  the  injury  is  perfectly 
permeable,  and  there  is  no  appearance  whatever  df  the 
**plng  of  plastic  mattei^'  observed  la  the  experiartati 
of  Saviaid,  Petit,  and  Scarpa.*)  The  lower  taMmStf 
xii  the  dtrided  aert«  wis  sbmit  adi  atnpliied,  aid 
there  was  a  alight  anfengmfteat  (a  naoraaMj  at*e 
drtremlty  of  tha  upper  dMdad  and)  thiia  «w  ao 
observable  iadieatiaa  of  woaad»  aithir  of  the  phttyaK 
or  glottis:  the  sabclavian  artery  of  the  left  aide,  and 
the  innominau  with  iu  chief  and  lesser  braaehe^. 
appeared  to  me  to  be  of  unusually  large  size.  The 
viscera  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  contenta  of  the  crv- 
nium,  were  not  examined,  the  friends  of  the  patient 
being  unwilling  that  any  further  investigation  than  6f 
1X6  parts  imm^ddrtely  implkatid  sbbaldbe  mad6. 

Remarkt. — The  chief  points  of  interest  in  the  foit- 
going  case,  may,  I  think,  be  briefly  stated  to  be  tbe 
following:— 1st.  The  extreme  rarity  of  tbe  occurrence  of 
a  case  of  wound  of  a  vestel  of  so  much  importance  as 
the  internal  carotid,  in  which  there  is  any  opportoiiiQr 
of  rendering  surgical  aid.  2nd.  The  difficult  deglu* 
til  ion  and  imperfect  closure  of  the  glottis  in  tbe  act  of 
swallowing.  3rd.  The  excited  and  variable  state  of 
the  circulation ;  and  laatly  the  engorged  conditioa  of 
the  pulmonary  vessels,  and  the  consequent  suffocative 
cough  and  abundant  bronchial  secretion. 

With  regard  to  the  fint  point  t  may  state  that  I  have 
been  unable  to  meet  with  more  than  one  recorded 
instance  in  which  the  internal  carotid  was  froved 
to  have  been  injured  and  in  which  the  common 
carotid  was  tied.  The  case  is  related  in  Mr.  Cooper's 
admirable  Dictionary,'  and  was  under  the  care  of- 
Andersch;  the  common  carotid  was  tied  after  a 
wound  of  the  internal  carotid,  and  the  patient  died  on 
the  eighth  day.  In  the  present  case  life  was  pn^nged 
beyond  tbe  eleventh  week  and  looking  to  the  state  of 
the  parts  aa  ravealed  by  tbe  po9i  mortem  examinatioa,. 
we  may  fairly  be  permitted  to  regard  it  in  a  surgical 
point  of  view  as  successful. 

Secondly,  the  difficulty  of  swallowing  and  imperfect 
closure  of  the  glottis,  which  in  the  first  instance  wcre,^ 
perhaps  very  naturally,  attributed  to  some  injury  of  the 
pharynx  and  u  pper  part  of  the  respiratory  toh;  an  beau- 
tifully explained  by  ihe  fact  of  the  parvoffum  having  been 
divided.  As  one  effect  of  this  injury  must  be  a  paralysis 
of  the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve,  (a  motor  nerve,)  and 
as  it  supplies,  as  I  need  hardly  remind  you,  the  inferior 
constrictor  of  the  pharynx,  and  the  crico  and  thyro* 
arytenoidei  muscles,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  understand 
the  double  embamssment  of  the  patient  in  the  act  of 
swallowing.  Indeed  so  great  was  the  distress  occasioned, 
that  at  times  it  wai  almost  impossible  to  prevail  upon 
her  to  take  even  the  amall  quantity  of  autriment 
aecessary  to  sustain  life. 

* — — ■ Tl " —^^^^^^^^ 

•  rUk  •«  Cbcllus*  Sargery  by  South,"  Vol,  1,  p.  »B» 
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lie  third  and  fourth  points  of  interest,— namely, 
tlie  irregular  and  hurried  stkte  of  the  dreullition,  and 
tbe  difficult  respiration,  may  properly  be  considered 
together.  The  irritation  in  the  air  .passages,  and  the 
abundant  secretion  and  cough,  arose  probably  from 
C4MigisCipA.of  ihe,p^mpnary  reasels,  vbich  I  imagine 
tttbe  QMisMlbythe  sodden  .dotnre  of  one  i^nportant 
^oattei  fraaa  the  left  aide  x>f .  the  heerl.  It  nonld 
astenllj  feUov,  if  the  free  egfess  of  the  blood  horn 
^tbiftXiitt  veoirieleB  were  prefeoied,  ihet  the  potoMBMy 
vdne  ttraet  becooie  engoi^ed,  and  indeed  the  HFliole 
thoracic  circnlation  must  be  obstmcted-^  condition 
which  would  gire  rise  to  great  irritation  of  the  pul- 
monary organs,  and  the  abundant  mucous  secretion 
present  in  this  case.  A  precisely  similar  state  of  things 
-occurred  in  my  patient,  Mary  Scatteigoodj  .upon 
whom  I  opesated  for  anenriem  of  .the  arteria  iniQ«>»i^ 
nata,  both  after  the  ligature  of  the  common  carotid, 
and  subsequently  after  tying  the  subclavian  artery. 
I  find  too  from  an  excellent  paper  by  Professor  Miller, 
of  Edinburgh,  in  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Monthly 
Journal  of  Medical  Science,  1842,  that  in  the  majority 
of  the  fatal  cases  of  operation  on  the  large  arteries  of 
the  neck,  he  considers  death  is  attributable  to  inflam- 
mation of  tbelongs j  and  roy friend.  Professor  Ferfusson, 
of  King's  College,  seems  to  incline  to  the  same  opinion. 
Of  course,  under  common  circumstances,  our  sheet 
anchor  in  combating  such  symptoms  would  be  repeated 
blood-lettiogs,  and  the  administration  of  opium ;  but 
in  the  case  of  Mrsi  Osborn,  there  were  such  frequent 
•and  alarming  attacks  of  syncope,  and  the  utter  pros- 
tration and  exhaustion  from  the  loss  of  blood  at  the 
time  of  the  injury  were  such,  that  we  were  repeatedly 
driven  to  the  employment  of  stimulants  in  large 
quantity,  when  other  symptoms  seemed  urgently  to 
demand  an  antiphlogistic  mode  of  treatment.  In  short, 
the  advanced  age  of  the  patient,  and  the  absoiotely 
drained  condition  of  the  vascular  system,  fn  spite  of 
the  local  engorgement,  forbade  the  use  of  any  other 
remedies  than  opiates,  expectorants,  and  counter- 
irritants,  due  attention  being  at  all  times  had  to  the 
itate  of  the  primas  vies,  and  the  persevering  and  almost 
hourly  administration  of  nutriment. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  observa- 
tfotts  on  the  operation  of  ligature  of  the  carotid,  but 
t  may^tle  pardoned,  perhaps,  fOi^  shortly  pointing  the 
Vtenfion  of  the  meeting  to  a  suggestion  of  my  esteemed 
ititTkd,  Mr.  Sibson,  of  the  Nottingham  Infirmary,  In 
reference  to  it.  In  a  case  of  aneurisiii  of  the  rfght 
common  carotid,  in  which  the  vessel  Wat  snccessfhlty 
tied  by  Mr.  White,  of  Nottingham,  Mr.  Sibson  advised 
that  the  patient  should  expire  forcibly  before  the 
commencement  of  the  operation,  and  that  the  chest 
thonld  be  firmly  bandaged,  the  patient,  during  the 
<>peration,  being  directed  to  breathe  as  much  as  possible 
by  the  aid  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles 
•lone.    This  expedient  was  accordingly  adopted,  and 


had  the  effect  of  materially  faeiUteliBg  Hm  stepa  oC 
the  operation.  The  neck  was  thereby  conslderaSlf 
lengthened,  and  the  alternate  rising  and  falling  of  the 
sternum  and  clavicle,  and  the  emptying  and  refilling' 
of  the  cervical  veins,  in  great  measure  prevented.  It 
hfA  also,  according  to  Mr.  Sibson^  the  very  desirable 
effect  of  preventing  the  descent  and  deepening  of  tbp 
casetid  dfring  the  inapirationf . 


HISTORY  OF  A  CASE   IN  WHICH    A   MASS 
OF   FOREIGN  MATTERS,    CONSISTING  OP* 
HAIR,   WOOL,    RAGS,   THREAD,  dec,  WAS' 
EXPELLED  PER  RECTUM. 

9jF  Edw^kd  John  Spet,  Esq.,  Surgeon  to  the«Rof  aL 

Cornwall  Infirmary. 

(Eeadauhe  Amraal  if  eating  of  ihf  Soath  Westeni  Bjnoeh 
of  the  ProriDCiai  Medical  and  Sorgical  AstoclaUon,  held 
at  Tmro«  Jalj  16, 1817.) 

A.  C,  ayoong  woman,  aged  16,  voided  with  ezoeasive 
pain,  on  the  12th  of  March  last,  two  large  lumps  of 
foreign  matters,  the  ^t  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary 
pullet's  egg,  the  second  larger  and  longer,  much  com- 
pressed, and  very  hard,  haying  a  thin  albuminous 
coating,  whicli  served  to  conceal  the  character  of  the 
contents  of  the  lumps  until  forcibly  separated.  After 
haying  been  carefully  washed  and  dried,  the  materials 
of  which  the  masses  were  formed  were  found  to  he 
numerous  small  parcels  of  dyed  wool,  of  varioue 
colour^  ^  of  hair, .  of  different  colours  ;  of  thread  ^  of 
worsted ;  and  of  cotton  and  lioearags,  all  compactly 
fitted  together,  and  weighing  one  onnce  and  five 
drachms,  avoArdupois. 

At  the  time  of  passing  these  lumps  she  was^  90 
reduced,  by  a  severe  illness  of  many  months,  as  to  be 
quite  unable  to  ait.  up,  and  her  mother  was  under  the 
necessity  of  holdipg,  her  in  the  sitting  posture,  whenever 
she  attempted  tq  relieve  the  bowels,  so  that  she  had  the 
very  best  evidence  of  their  expulsion  from  the  rectum^ 
She  tooH  them  immediately  to  a  pump  in  the  yard, 
and  having  procured  two  sharpened  sticks,  she  en* 
deavoured  to  separate  the  materials  of  which  they 
were  composed,  but  it  required  considerable  effort  oa 
her  part,  and  the  long  continued  pressure  of  a  Iar)ge 
stream  of  water,  to  accomplish  the  task.  The  patient 
had  been  so  reduced  by  her  previous  illness,  of  whicli 
I  will  give  an  outline  presently,  as  to  give  up  all  hope 
of  recovery;  and  when  I  visited  her  on  the  day  follow- 
ing this  event,  I  ssked  her  in  the  presence  of  her 
parents,  and  in  the  full  consciousness  of  her  critical 
condition,  if  she  recollected  having  swallowed  any 
part  of  the  matters  evacuate»cl.  She  most  solemnly 
assured  me  that  she  did  not,  and  her  parents  added 
that  they  firmly  believed  her  statement.  The  mother 
then  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  which  I  put  to  her, 
as  to  the  possibility  of  her  obtaining  access  to  soch 
things,  that  when  her  daughter  was  learning  to  walk, 
she -could  get  at  the  seat  of  a  settle  in  the  kitchen, 
by  the  edge  of  which  she  held,  and  that  the  cbildrea 
often  amused.themaelves  by  turning  over  the  eontepte 
of  this  box,  in  which  old  rags  of  all  sorts  were  depoill^i 
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DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HIP-JOINT. 


th«l  tbft  believed  her  daughter  nraet  have  then 
iad«%ed  is  Ihe  odd  fancy  of  swaUowing  the  rarioos 
■attwi  BOW  preeented  to  your  notice. 

My  attendance  on  this  yonng  woman  commenced 
in  September,  1846  ^  she  was  then  in  an  aosBmic  state, 
complaining  of  general  debility.  The  usnal  treatment 
wae  adopted^  and  her  health  improred.  The  catamenla 
i^peared  slightly  about  two  years  before,  and  (hen 


her  from  her  friendsi  who  described  her  itata  to 
be  floctnating,  still  suffering  acutely  «t  times,  and' 
requiring  now  and  then  a  doee  of  morphia,  aid  so 
she  continued  ootil  the  12tli  of  Mareh,  when  the 
singular  cvaenation  was  eflh0led»  with  a  description  of 
which  the  case  was  commenced.  Fkom  that  time  dm- 
sleadily  impnived»  and  on  the  3rd  of  July  she  was 
able  to  come  to  Thiro.  She  appeared  healthy,  and 
fitsh-colojved.  She  had  grown  comiderahly.  <T^' 
On  the  30th  of  October,  I  was  again  requested  to    boweln  ntted  ngaiiuiy,  elthongh  now  and  dien  M 

■ee  her^  and  found  her  complaining  of  scTere  pain  in    suffand  ecTen  paiB»  and  her  digestion  was  Ungnid'.. 

the  howeh^  and  her  mother  directed  my  attention  to  t    Hie  catamenia  hafe  been  regular  for  the  last  thifil 

considerable  swelling,  just  below  the  margin  of  the    periods. 

right  ribs*  and  occupying  the  whole  of  the   right 

bypoehondrinm.     This  tumour  had   a  well-defiued 

cige  extending  toward  the  epigastrium,   and  firm 

on  it  occasioned  pain.    Leeches  and  fomea-    PWLOOATiON  OF  THE  HIP-JOINT,  REDUCED^ 

tattone  were  diligently  employed,  soccedid  by  attert-     '  *  UNDBa  XHS  INFLUENCE  OF  iETHER. 


tifte  and  frictions  of  iodine,  but  with  little  result. 
Rigors  came  on;  severe  dartingpaioswere  felt,  requiring 
her  to  take  frequent  doses  of  tbe  solution  of  the  acetate 
Hi  morphia,  in  addition  to  tbe  fomentations  and  general 
treatment.  The  symptoms  indicated  the  formation  of 
abscess,  and  I  prepared  the  parents  for  thkt  erelit. 
BQious  vomitings  soon  after  this  came  on,  and  On  one 
occasion  she  brought  up  a  large  quantity  of  green  bile 
and  pus,  stceaked  with  blood.  This  was  repotted  at 
interrals,  and  her  strength  rapidly  gave  Way;  the 
pnin  she  felt  at  times  was  ezcrociatlDg,  and  she  was 
reduced  to  a  mere  skeleton. 

In  this  condition  she  was  when  I>r.  Barham  visited 
her  on  the  13th  of  November,  and  it  appeared  to  us 
that  there  was  very  little  opportunity  left  but  to  carry 
out  tbe  principle  of  the  Euthanasia,  scarcely  considering 
that  there  was  a  chance  of  her  recovery. 

As  she  resided  seven  miles  from  Truro,  I  saw  her 
very  seldom  after  this  period,  and  on  one  of  my  visits 
ker  mother  said  that  she  thought  the  swelling  had 
alufted  more  to  her  left  side,  which  on  examination  I 
found  to  be  so  far  correct,  that  in  consequence  of  her 
grsat  emaciation,  a  tumour  could  be  readily  fdlt  in  the 
descending  colon  and  left  iliac  fossa;  but  the  original 
swelling  in  the  hypochondrium  was  not  much  reduced, 
it  was  softer.  I  directed  the  same  plan  to  be  continued, 
fomentations,  friction  of  the  bowels  with  anodyne 
embrocations,  ^e  occasional  use  of  morphia,  with 


^permit  her  to  take,  to  support  her  strength.    One 
remarkable  circumstance  attending  this  illoess  was  the 


By  E.  P.  DxvAWx,  Biq.,  Surgeon  to  thn  DispensMyt  ^ 

Wolverhampton. 

Thomas  Connelly,  a  strong  muscular  man,  employed 
as  a  furnace-man  in  the  neighbonring  iron  works,  war* 
bvpnght  to  tbe  wards  of  the  Dispensary  on  the  JflKSbr 
instent,  under  the  following  circumstances  >-He  Wll^' 
getting  over  a  stile,  when  his  foot  slipped  through  tM 
bars^  h»  body  falling  in  an  opposite  directlou,  by  aMdt 
fait  leg  had  to  sustain  the  whole  weight  of  the  hMy; 
whfch  acUdas  a  lever  againat  the  leg  and  thigh;  the 
rgpenflTrurr  was,  that  the  head  of  the  femur  was 
dislocated  into  the  foramen  ovale.  Tbe  accident 
OGcnned  four  days  before  admission.'^  On  examioationr 
it  was  found  that  the  limb  was  elotogated  to  the  extenf 
of  three  inches,  the  heel  elevated  from  the  ground;  thh^ 
toes  slightly  everted,  the  knee  advanced,  and  the  tbighv 
separated  from  each  other ;  any  attempt  to  hanA^tttf 
parts  produced  exquisite  pain.  *  *'\ 

Now  I  thought  this,  in  conjunction  with  my  colllhiglM 
Mr.  J.  Caitwright,  and  Mr.  Pope,  the  Hoose-SurgeMt 
a  piQfer  case  for  the  exhibition  of  «ther,  wIMr  M 
inhaled  f^r  about  five  minutes,  when  he  became  to^dll 
snipnaninre  intoxicated,  but  by  no  means  ineensrek^ 
Jif  was  placed  on  his  back  upon  a  mattress,  the  pelvis 
fixed  with  a  towel,  and  the  puDies  attached  to  te 
upper  part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  extension,  of  course, 
■mmAc  upwards  and  outwards,  so  as  to  remove  the  head 


•  7.  ..      *u  ..  1  .'.    ..^i^  i  «d  .the  bone  from  the  foramen  ovale  back  td  the 

every  nourishing  preparation  that  her  appeute  would    ^'^  ~^  *"**  .      .    ,.  •     *u.  r^»  :.-«wh 

'  -V  «-    r  rr  acetabulum,  at  tfac  ssQie  timc  loclining  thc  foot  inwtMs 

acroas  the  other  leg.     Haring  continued  the  action  tff 


-  ^.        -   .         ,.  ^  *    A     the  nollies  for  alwut  four  minutes,  the  head  of  Ac  Dwe 

regular  and  easy  evacoation  of  tbe  ordinary  contento    "^  "^  .       .      ,         ....  jtl     .^.^     't^m^iUmt 
/^     ,       ,        . .  .  r     .L  /    ^    f     I  Mtomed  into  iu  place  with  a  sudden  jerk.   ThepaQeag 

of  tiie  bowels,  which  were  for  the  most  part  of  a    ^^w-^  »w      i»-  .uu«„-i.  «^tiAi*fc 

«.f  ««j  «.i«-r  In^  ^n.;«i..nr«  ^   ^  ^  IWMPPW  to  suffcr  mucfa  psw,  although  great  force 

natural  colour  and  consistence.  .        .,        ,,    waa  graduaUy  exerted  for  iU  reduction,  and  he  had  tiie 

January  9th,  1847.    I  found  her  much  easifer,  and    ''"  grwi««"J  «*  ^«««„-d 

the  wholZabdomen  softer;  tbe  sickness  had  subsided,    -W*"**^;  ^  ^^^"^  ^'f^  ^'7' "^  "^J^^ 
but  as  there  was  still  considerable  swelling  in  the  right    to  flk  end  langMhrou^hout  the  operation.    Thecasi. 

aide,  I  was  induced  to  give  her,  with  some  tonics,  small    *•  fU^  •f '"";      ,,«,,,  p^  - 
doaea  of  the  solution  of  the  bi-chloride  of  mercury,        Wolverhampton,  July  25, 1847. 

which  she  continued  about  a  month  with  apparent 
henefit.  Her  appetite  bad  improved,  and  she  ^ad 
gained  a  little  flesh. 

From  this  time  she  took  little  medicine,  biit  wore 
a  belladonna  plaster  over  tbe  epigastrium  to  re« 
Ueve  the  occMional  pains  she  felt  there.    I  heard  of 
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COMPLICATED  SURGICAL  INJURIES  UNDER 
THE  CARE  OF  CHARLES  COTTON,  £Sa» 
M.D.,  P.lt.C.S., 

iConfinued /rem  page  1290 
nna%%    f&actusib  of  the  skull,  thigh,  and 

HBCK  or  TBB  SCAPULA;  BLKE01N6  mOU  iBFt 
XAm;  CONCUSSION  olr  I-HB  VBAtK;'*  OflTfB; 
BUBSBQVBNT  liB*F»ACVVBB  OW  VHB  VBIGJI  t 
BSOeVBftY. 

Ferdinead  Hess,  %  nilor,aged  18  years,  had  fallen 
Drom  tbB  yard-arm  of  a  Pmssiaa  bark,  lyio^  in  the  river, 
Bpon  the  deck,  aod  from  thence  into  the  bo]d  of  the 
TesK),  October  24th,  1846,  noon.  He  was  picked  ap 
perfectly  insensible,  and  immediately  conveyed  to  tbtf 
ko^ital  and  visited  by  Mr.  Cotton.— Symptoms :  pulse 
weak;  SBrface  pide  and  cold;  breathing  slov;  pupils 
somewhat  contracted;  lies  in  a  senseless  comatose 
eondltion,  but  screams  loudly,  uttering  obscene  English, 
(Ub  only  acquaintance  with  the  language,)  when  the 
uf}nred  parts  are  examined.  l*he  face  and  head  are 
■wdi  bruised  and  injured  ;  the  left  eyelid  ecchymosetf 
and  closed ;  there  is  a  large  puffy  swelling  with  depressed 
and  behind  the  left  ear,  about  the  ocdpiiO' 
angie  qf  the  parieUl  bone,  and  free  bhedhtg 
fnm  the  auditory  patsage ;  the  left  thigh  is  firactored 
at  ins  centre;  the  left  shoulder  much  contused  acHl 
4attBDed;  the  arm  elongated  and  lying  tooidyliy  fbt 
side;  there  is  marked  crepitation  and  coolsiderable 
mobility  oo  rotating  and  raising  the  limb.  Head 
ahBrad  end  cold  applied.  Liston's  '  straight  splint 
adapted  to  the.  thigh;  arm  placed  on  a  pillow,  aniS 
taiA  htj  straps  to  the  side. 

9  p;.Bi.  Has  been  occasionally  shoetiog  and  screaming 
4llQng  the  afleraoon.  He  is  now  continnaUy  ncfng 
fad  calling  out ;  pulse  sharp  and  frequent.  Venesection, 
ciRied.  ooly  to  seven  ounces,  owing  to  Its  lowering 
taq|we«Bioii  upon  the.  pulse.  A  scrapie  of  ealoMiel 
witk  augiu',  placed  on  the  fauces ;  a  drastic 
of  jalap,  salts,  and  glruel  thrown  up'tUe 
eiter  w^ch  be  became  more  quiet.  Allowed  *'oi>ly 
cold  water  to  drink. 

'    October  25th.  5  a.m.   Head  bot ;  pulse  rapid  aad 
laUer^  biood  still  oozes  from  the  ettt;  Ulks  ineohtr 
veatly;  bas  passed  urine  freely  in  the  bed.   fiielM^ 
fepeated  with  the  addition  of  turpentine.    Calosael 
«Bd  cntQp  oil  placed  on  the  tongue.  • ' 

lOy  a.a.  Much  flatus  from  the  bowels,  bat  Bot 
otherwise  moved;  vomited  about  two  houfs  ag»*ftttid 
etercoraceous-like  matter,  when  the  raviikgeeaMd %m1 
e  comatose  condition  supervened. 

2p.m.  More  conscious;  mutters  On  being  reoied 
or  disturbed ;  pulse  120,  small  and  weak;  skin  Wwui. 
As  the  bowels  have  not  been  relieved  threw  tip  eg«ki 
B  drastic  injection. 

11  p.m.  The  enema  has  acted  freely,  and  the  boy 
is  more  rational.  Pulse  less  weak ;  occarionaUy  wan- 
ders and  attempts  to  remore  the  straps  which  wkw 
ifip. 


October  26th.  10  a.m.  Is  still  in  a  semi-comatose 
state;  bowels  moved  three  times  in  the  night;  had 
sl^pt  9t  intervals,  awoke  moaning ;  tongue  furred ; 
skin  hot;  pulse  110,  full;  the  ear  discharges  m 
sanguineo-purnlent  fluid.  Give  only  cold  water  for 
diet  Continue  the  spirit  wash  to  the  scalp,  and  should 
symptoms  of  increased  irritation  or  signs  of  compreseioa 
occur,  irritate  again  the  rectum. 

10   p.m.    fiowels    freely  opened ;  has  been   less 
.drowsy,  and  the  muttering  has  altogether  ceased ; 
less  bot ;  pulse  more  compressible. 

October  27th.  Calm  and  collected ;  pulse  90 ; 
cool ;  frequent  fluid  evacuations  from  tiie  bowel^  in 
J  which  was  found  an  immense  Awarh  hnnbrieoidHf 
. effusion  of  scalp  disappearing;  endeavours  toezpresB 
in  his  own  tongue  his  desire  for  food.  Let  him  have 
a  little  gmcl. 

28tb.  Better;  pulse  quiet,  85. 

29th.  The  house-surgeon  called  in  the  night,  found' 
him  recovering  from  a  severe  convulsive  fit ;  has  slept  a 
Uttle  since ;  points  to  his  ear,  in  which  he  seems  to  be 
suffering  much  pain;  pulse  quickened;  tongue  white 
and  furred,  and  skin  hot ;  is  occasionally  dozing  and 
incoherent.  Apply  eight  leeches  behind  the  ear,  and 
hot  fomentations  assiduously  afterwards.  Pnlv.  Calom. 
■cum  Jalap,  statim. 

F>ipirs.— Dosed  heavily  during  the  morning,  and 
did  not  notice  the  application  of  the  leeches ;  pulse 
78,  on  being  roused  90 ;  pupils  mobile.  In  case  of  a 
recurrence  of  convulsion,  or  the  pulse  becoming  sloir 
and  labouring,  do  not  hesitate  to  bleed.  A  tea*spoonful 
of  fcetid  semi-purulent  matter  escaped  whilst  examining 
the  auditory  passage. 

October  30lh.  No  return  of  convulsion ;  had  slept 
but  little*  but  remained  quiet ;  some  bleeding  from  thtt 
aoae»  and  spitting  of  bloody  mucus  from  'the  mouth  ; 
pulse  80 ;  skin  cool ;  complains  of  his  shoulder.  Per* 
mitted  to  have  milk. 

31st.  Rather  restless  and  delirious  during  the  early 
part  of  the  night. 

November  1st.  Rested  better ;  pulse  70,  weak ;  no 
symptoms  of  suffering  or  of  cerebral,  irritation.  Let 
him  haie  bread  with  his  milk. 

.11,  p.m.  Much  pain  in  the  ear.  Apply  eight 
leeches,  and  afterwards  hot  fomentations. 

2nd.  Pain  removed ;  rested  well  after  the  appltca* 
tion  of  leeches,  &c. ;  free  discharge  from  the  ear ; 
bowels  unmoved  two  days.  Solution  of  sulphate  of 
oiagnesiM  with  senna. 

.  4th.  The  draught  acted  freely ;  going  on  well. 
.    6th.  Cleanse  and  foment  the  ear  occasionally,  whieh 
fontinues  to  discharge  very  offensive  sanio-purnleikt 
fluid.    Allow  only  milk  and  bread  for  diet.  \ 

17th.    Health  good;    discharge  from  the  ear  has 
.  eeased;  thigh  re-bandl^red.    Allow,  in  addition  to  the 
milk,  some  broth  and  pudding. 

December  9tb.  No  headache  nor  uneasiness;  angry 
and  abusive  about  his  diet,  and  very  refractory ;  refuses 
to  lie  still  in  bed.  Let  him  have  middle  diet.  The 
swelling  of  the  scalp  has  entirely  disappesred;  the 
depressed  portion  of  bone,  about  the  size  of  a  shiUiag, 
sMrrMHiilMl  with  eaUoue'  irregular  eigee^  is  eaiity 
delectable  by  the  fingers. 
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30th.  Alloired  to  get  ap ;  the  thigh  secured  by 
plaster  and  side  splints. 

Janoary  10th,  1847.  Whilst  carelessly  walking  and 
larking  aboat  the  wards,  fell  and  affoin  Jraciured  the 
thigh.    Liston*8  straight  splint  re-applied. 

March  25th.  Allowed  to  get  ap,  but  to  remain  quiet. 

April  3rd.  Union  complete ;  walks  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  stick. 

llth.  Complains  of  headache  and  pain  in  the  left 
«ar,  which  has  discharged  dwring  the  last  few  days  a 
foetid  purulent  fluid.  The  illuminated  speculum 
•hewed  three  or  four  myrtleberry-like  granulations 
around  the  ruptured  tympanum  and  surroundii^g  ulce- 
ration. Haust.  aper.  domest.  statim.  Apply  six 
leeches  behind  the  ear,  and  afterwards  hot  fomenta- 
tions.   Low  diet. 

13tb.  Ear  discharges  freely.  Solution  of  inspissated 
«z-gall  to  be  dropped  in  night  and  morning. 

19th.  Feels  quite  well ;  there  remains  a  slight  puru- 
lent weeping  and  deafness  of  the  left  ear ;  walks  with 
bat  little  impediment,  and  excepting  some  slight  diffi- 
culty in  raising  the  arm,  and  passing  the  hand  behind 
Ihe  head,  the  injured  shoulder  has  completely  regained 
its  strength.    Ordered  in  consultation  to  be  discharged 


applied ;  the  fractores  of  the  extremities  adjusted  \  a 
Tigilant  look-oat  obaenred  \  and  a  resort  to  cantioosbleed- 
ing  and  other  derivative  and  snbdepletory  meancesp 
only  on  the  supervention  of  exalted  action  and  febrile 
inflammatory  disturbance.  Returning  power  and  coa* 
sciousness  quickly  followed  the  vomiting ;  and  pufga* 
tion,  and  the  repeated  application  of  leeches,  local 
warmth,  and  renewed  secretions  from  the  bowels* 
combined  with  hygienic  diBeiplim,  (mimu  the  globule 
imposition,)  served  to  remove  the  frequently  recurring 
attacks  of  internal  otitis,  and  possibly  to  prevent  the 
usual  obstinate  and  troublesome  sequenees  resaltiag 
from  injuries  to  the  head.  A  more  tiresome,  noi^, 
and  refractory  fellow  the  house-surgeon  and  nurses 
never  witnessed ;  his  violence  of  temper,  disregard  q£ 
orders,  and  abusive  language,  were  considerably  over-* 
looked,  at  my  request,  as  I  had  some  misgiving  o^ 
their  being  dependent  upon  perverted  function  and 
irritability  of  brain-fibre,  the  not  uncommon  effects 
of  concussion,  as  well  as  owing  to  his  inability  for 
a  long  time  to  express  intelligibly  his  wants  and 
wishes.  He  became  a  favourite  before  he  left  the 
hospital,  and  acquired  a  tolerable  acquaintance  mik 
the  English  tongue,  and  was  lavish  in  his  expressioos 


€ured,  as  soon  as  a  Prussian  vessel  enables  him  to  |  of  gratitude  to  those  from  whom  he  had  received 


return  to  his  home. 

Remarks, — Recovery  even  after  more  serioul  com- 
plications is  not' uncommon;  the  case,  however,  is  not 
altogether  devoid  of  Interest,  inasmuch  as  it  helps  to 
establish  the  now  prevailing  practice  of  not  needlessly 
interfering  in  the  majority  of  head-injuries.*  Although 
the  symptoms  did  not  denote  ooncossion  of  the  worst 
degree,  and  the  youth  of  the  patient,  was  favonrable, 
the  seat  of  scull  fractore,  bleeding  from  the  ear, 
StCn  predicated  considerable  mischief,  and,  coupled 
with  the  damage  to  the  thigh  and  shoulder,  afforded  but 
an  unsatisfactoiy  prognosis.  The  shouting  aad  raving 
occurring  so  early  after  the  accident,  was  looked  upon 
MB  resulting  from  irritation  of  the  brain's  surface ;  and 
the  absence  of  any  peraistent  manifestations  of  excito* 
motory,  or  ganglionic  implication,  gave  hopes  that  the 
flttbstance  of  the  brain  had  sustained  no  material  lesion. 
Guided  by  the  severity  and  succession  of  effecta,  rather 
than  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  injury,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  which  can  rarely  be  arrived  at,  the 
treatment  was  simple:— the  head  shaven  and  cold 

*  Of  the  propriety  of  waiting  for  symptoms,  and  (be 
toleration  of  head-ioijuries  in  yoong  persons,  among  several 
instances  under  my  care,  I  particoiarly  remember  two  :— 
One  a  ehtld,  5  years  old.  apon  whose  head  a  sea>8tone  had 
fallen,  tearing  extensively  the  scalp,  fraciurbig  through 
the  middle  of  the  whole  length  of  the  right  parietal  bone,  and 
depressing  the  lower  half,  which,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
late  Dr.  Wayte,  was  simply  replaced  with  the  eleTatoc. 
The  ether  a  girl,  abeut  8  years  old,  was  strack  on  the  left 
temple  by  a  windmill  sail,  and  considerably  stonned.  When 
brought  to  the  hospiul  she  complained  somewhat  of  head- 
ache, and  appeared  drowsy,  and  an  immense  oval  indenta- 
tion of  the  sknil  existed  at  the  seat  of  injury.  A  cast  was 
taken  previously  to  her  leaving  the  hospital,  when  the 
indentation  remained  as  at  first,  so  deep,  that  the  bowl  of 
a  large  dessert-spoon  conld  easily  be  received  into  it.  No 
ill  symptoms  supervened  in  either  case.  Low  diet,  shaving 
the  head  and  applying  cold,  qaietude.  and  attention  to  the 
•ecietions,  embraned  the  whole  treatment. 


attention.  The  annoying  subsequent  fracture  of  the 
thigh  united  soundly  without  the  least  shortening '  or 
deformity  of  the  limb,  and  may,  with  the  pKmsry 
fractures  of  the  extremities,  have  arrested  the  attehtibn 
of  the  system,  and  contributed  to  the  boy's  recovery.^ ' 
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CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  OONOirKMI 
OF  THE  SYSTEM  WHICH  IS  AOCOMPAWEO 
BY  OXALIC  URINE. 

By  Edward  Ballard,  M.t>.,  Load.,  Pbyslotfts  tt 
the  St.  Pancras  Royal  General  Dispenstty,  Mi 
Medical  Tbtor  in  University  College,  London. 

(Continued  Jrom  page  4.(SS,) 

Cass  VIII.— Debiuty. 
E.  A——,  aged  10  years,  having  never 


absoiotely  good  health,  and  prasenting  some  of  the 
marks  of  a  scrofulous  temperament,  wae  brought  tothe 
Dispensary  on  May  25th,  1846.  It  appeara  that  ive 
weeks  ago  she  was  sent  to  school,  and  from  that  tim0 
her  health  appeared  to  be  declining;  she  hers** 
languid,  and  lost  her  appetite,  and  fleah.  Fire  days 
ago  she  waa  seized  with  vomiting,  acoompanied  by  pain 
across  the  navel.  Her  lips  and  cheeks  are  now  pate, 
and  she  presents  several  deformities, — ^namely,  lateral 
curvature  of  the  spine,  prominence  of  the  abdomen,  a 
pigeon  breast,  slight  enlargement  of  the  wrists,  and  the 
left  knee  is  bent  inwards.  The  mother  sUOes  that  she 
has  lately  been  subject  to  profuse  night  perspiratieni- 
She  is  weak,  but  the  pulse  is  natural  in  frequency.  She 
is  always  now  complaining  of  thint.  The  bowels  ate 
regular,  and  she  has  no  vo«itilag.  She  was  directed  |o 
take  a  nutritious  diet,  and  to  be  as  much  as  posslhleia 
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ikm  mr.  R.  Bebeeiias  SatpfaaUs,  gr.  iss.^  Saccharic 
gr.  V.  Flat  pair,  ter  die  snraeiiil. 
'  37flL  Ts  leM  languid,  but  twj  retkleM  at  night; 
tdl^ytj  freqawiUy ;  pulse  106,  Ijing  down.  Physical 
ettaBinatSon  of  the  cbest  gives  evidence  of  nothing 
4l«rMd.  Urine  of  last  twenty-four  boars  fi^U-coloared, 
lAfber  cloudy,  throwing  down  a  cloud-like  deposit,  with 
•  little  red  sand,  of  speoifio  gravity  1030.  The  deposit 
.  eoBUdned  an  abandance  of  octohedra,  some  very  large; 
tfe«  sandy  natter  consists  of  tables  of  aric  acid. 

'30th.  Appears  stronger,  and  is  more  lively;  the 
xHlfikt  sweau  have  ceased  $  urine  contains  scarcely  a 
aingle  oetohedron  in  a  very,  slight  deposit  which  occnr- 
ied,,bat  still  about  the  same  quantity  of  aric  acid. 

Jnne  lst»  Improving;  sighs  less,  and  is  less  restless 
«l  Bight;  urine  presents  a  slight  deposit  as  before,  but 
eomaiaiag  more  octohedra,  and  an  abundance  of  uric 
wM  ;  apeeific  gravity  1035 :  it  oootuns  a  slight  excess 
•f  vrea. 

.  4|^  Was  yesterday  very  low-spirited,  and  cried 
withoBt  any  assignable  cause,  appearing  to  be  very 
laDgQid ;  is  much  better  to-day ;  arine  of  this  morning 
yrssents  a  considerable  deposit  as  before,  containing 
^  abandance  of  octohedra  and  uric  acid;  specific 
^vity  1033. 

Frem  this  time  to  the  28th  of  Jaly  I  saw  her  about 
twipe  a  we^h,«nd  she  continued  to  improve  and  to  gain 
ttreitgth ;  her  thirst  entirely  disappeared,  and  she  slept 
quietly  at. night;  the  urine  varied  in  quantity  from  a 
pint  to  a  pint  and  a  half  in  twenty-four  hours,  its 
specific  gravity  generally  ranged  between  1030  and 
1036,  only  one  day  falling  as  low  as  1017,  probably  in 
eoBseqneiiee  of  a  temporary  diminution  of  atmospheric 
mspemtore,  especially  at  ntghL  The  oxalates  con  tinned 
dniiBg  all  this  time  very  abundant,  scarcely  varying  at 
40f  bnt  fh«  aric  acid  discharged  was  remarked  to  lessen 
vhenevto  there  was  a  fall  in  the  temperatnre,  even  of  a 
aingle  day,  and  instantly  to  become  more  abandant  as 
It  rota.  Thebebeerine  was  continned  for  some  time 
HiAi  daeidedly  good  resulu,  and  on  July  1 7th  Ac. 
i^itrici  diL,  m.  vj.,  with  Inf.  Calumbes,  ez.  iss.,  were 
dfaeeled  to  be  uken  three  times  a  day.  On  the  21st  the 
diluted  nitric  acid  was  increased  to  m.  viij.,  and  some 
dumb-bell  crystals  appeared  in  her  arine. 

'  Jttly28lh.  Is  more  languid  than  she  has  been  for 
some  time  past,  which  she  attribates  to  having  snfTered 
from  slight  diarrhoea  on  the  25th ;  her  appetite  has 
iallen  off,  and  she  is  again  as  restless  as  ever  At  night; 
urine  contains  as  much  oxalate  as  before.    Pergaf. 

^st.  Still  complains  of  languor,  and  is  very  restless 
at  night ;   urine  as  before.     Auge  Ac.  Nitrici  dil.  ad. 

—  —    9  •  » 

a.  xij. 

.  Augaat  4th.  Was  extremoiy  alarmed  at  the  storm  on 
ihe  1st,  hot  has  appeared  better  since  the  air  has  been 
so  rnndi  cooler,  and  has  been  less  restless  at  night; 
^q^eUteJs  improving ;  urine  pale,  of  specific  gravity 
1016,  acid,  with  less  abandant  deposit,  but  of  the  same 
aq»ect  as  before ;  octohedra  fewer  and  smaller,  mixed 
wjth  them  are  some  circular  thin  plates,  and  some 
ftj^B^tation  globules. 

7th.  Qainingstrength,  and  troubled  less  with  languor; 
•Pptttile  very  good,  and  less  thirst.   The  arine  during 


the  last  two  days  has  been  opaque  from  an  excess  of 
lithate  of  ammonia;  urine  of  last  twenty-four  hours 
deposits  a  light  fawn-coloured,  pretty  dense,  sediment, 
consisting  of  lithate  of  amnyinia;  the  octohedra  are 
less  numerous;  specific  gravity  1034. 

llth.  Has  suffered  more  from  languor,  and  has  been 
more  low-spirited  since  last  visit ;  urine  pale,  very  acid, 
of  specific  gravity  1024,  and  contains  fewer  and  smaller 
octohedra. 

14th.  No  improvement;  does  not  feel  disposed  tt> 
rise  in  the  mornings;  urine  of  specific  gravity  1016, 
:acid,  presenting  an  excess  of  triple  phosphates,  and  a 
1  moderate  amount  of  octohedra,  with  some  fermentation 
globules. 

18th.  Mnch  improved  in  every  respect ;  stronger, 
and  less  low-spirited;  urine  of  specific  gravity  1021^  acid, 
presents  a  moderate  cloud-like  deposit  and  uric  acid 
crystals  as  before ;  the  octohedra  numerous  and  mixed 
with  circular  thin  plates. 

iSlsL  Bas  been  more  low-spirited,  especially  on 
waking  in  the  morning;  urine  acid,  of  specific  gravity 
1015,  contains  octohedra  as  before,  and  only  a  few 
crystals  of  uric  acid.  Contin.  haust.  R.  Camphone, 
gr.  ij. ;  Conf.  Rose,  q.  s.,  pro.  pil.  com  sing,  haust. 
sumend. 

25th.  Is  in  better  spirits;  urine  presents  the  usual 
deposit,  containing  an  abundance  of  octohedra,  and  • 
few  dumb-bell  crystals;  specific  gravity  1024. 

2^.  On  the  25th  and  26th  aoffered  from  an  attack 
ol  vomitSng  and  diarrbva,  which  has  increased  her 
Ungaor  ;  urine  much  as  on  25(h.    Omitt.  medicamenta. 

Sopt.  lltb.  For  the  last  tea  days  has  been  residing 
a  short  distance  Ikom  town,  aad  baa  impieved  remark- 
ably in  atiength  aad  cheerAilneaB.  The  urine  bas 
deposiied  ■»  red  aand^  that  of  the  last  twenty-foor 
hoars  presents  a  tolend^  abundant  olond-like  depesity 
conaistiiig  oi  ootebedva,  in  great  abandance,  aad  very 
hwge  perfeetly«formed  daab-bells;  specific  gravity 
1635;  ooasidoraUe  exeesa  of  urea.  R.  Addl  Hydro- 
ohlor.  dil.,  Aeidi  Nitrioi  dil,  ntiq.  m.  viij.;  Inf. 
Calambs%  oa.  j.    Flat  hanst.  ter  die  sumend. 

22nd.  Only  took  three  doses  of  the  medicine,  aad 
then  omitted  it,  on  aooonntof  its  prododng  vomiting  ; 
improving  in  every  repect.  Urine  has  ag^n  contained 
red  saad,  bat  there  is  none  in  that  passed  during  the 
last  twenty-four  hoars;  it  contains,  however,  an 
abandance  of  octohedra,  and  a  few  of  the  circular  thin 
plates,  but  no  dumb-bells.    Omitt.  medio. 

d9th.  Gaining  ffeah  and  strength;  arine  presents 
an  abundant  cloud  at  the  bottom;  specific  gravity, 
1026.  The  deposit  contains  much  fewer  octohedra 
than  before,  bat  an  abandance.  of  dumb-bells  in  all 
fttages  of  development,  from  an  oval  plate  with  a 
darker  point  in  the  centre,  to  the  perfect  form,  along 
with  circular  thin  plates  of  all  sizes. 

Oct.  8th.  Improving  in  every  respect;  urine  has 
contained  no  red  sand,  that  of  last  twenty-four  hours 
containa  an  abundance  of  large  octohedra,  and  a  feir 
of  the  eironlar  thin  plates,  bnt  no  dumb-bells. 

22nd.  Is  quite  well ;  has  improved  in  flesh,  and  her 
spirits  are  excellent ;  urine  contains  very  few  octohedra^ 
and  no  dumb-bells  nor  other  taline  deposit  Diseharged. 
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i?iwri>.— The  hUlorj  of  a  nttarallj  wuk  cbiM 

•ipotody  during  a  ftanmer  reoMrkriile  for  iti  oontiamd 

lug b  tefflpentare,  to  the  confiiMmeiit  and  doee  stao*- 

phera  of  a  crowded  tchoM-room,  and  from  that  tisie 

to  the  cool  weather  of  autamn,  Ubooring  under  aymp- 

loms  of  narked  debility,  reqniiee  no  comnient.     All 

that  devolves  upon  me  is  to  point  out  the  conneetton 

between  this  state,  and  the  condition  of  the  urine  for 

the  sake  of  which  it  is  reported.    During  flv«  aiendis 

oxalate  of  lime  was  uniDterruptedly  discharged  bj  the 

kidney;  it  assumed  at  various  times  the  ootohodssl, 

dttmb.bell»  and  circular*  form,  and  varied  in  quantity 

frith  circumstances  which  it  shall  be  my  business  to 

notice  i— 1st.  Five  months  is  the  longeet  period  during 

which  I  have  watched  oxalates  uninterruptedly  die. 

charged  with  the  urine,  and  probably  in  this  iostanfle 

they  continued  in  it  for  some  time  after  the  patient  oeased^ 

to  be  under  my  notice.    3nd.  We  have  an  exampla 

bare  of  all  three  forms  of  oxalate  of  lime  oeeurring  In ' 

n  sln^e  subject,  and  their  study  accordingly  may  net 

be  nninstrnotive.    As  respects  their  relati  ve  abundance, 

then  it  will  be  observed  that  the  frequency  with  which 

ootohedra  occurred  was  much  greater  than  with  the 

other  two  forms;  and  this  is  ordinarily  tlie  case.    Out 

of  nineteen  individuals,  whoee  eases  I  have  analysed,' 

there  was  only  one  in  which  they  were  absent;  and 

out  of  139  specimens  of  oxslic  drine,  they  were  present 

in  all  but  three.    In  the  present  Instance  sgsin  the 

dttmb.beU  and  circular  forms  each  occurred  five  times 

in  thirty.two  specimens  exumined.     This,  howev^ 

does  not  represent  the  relative  frequency  of  these 

forms,  sincei  out  of  139  specimens  of  oxalic  urine, 

I  have  met  with  dumlKbells  six  times,  but  with  the 

dreular  form,  ten ;  and  out  of  the  nJnetaen  individuals 

nentioniMl,  I  have  met  with  dumb-bells  but  in  twu» 

while  the  circular  form   ocQunud   in  six.     In  one 

individual  I  have  seen  the  oiwular  plates  as  tlie  only 

manifestation  of  the  oxalio  tenden<7,  during  the  timo 

be  was  under  observation;  but  dumb-bells  liave,  in 

my  experience,  never  presented  themselves  without 

being  sccompanied,  preceded,  or  followed  by  octohedra. 

The  circular  form  again  I  have  noticed  to  occur  alone 

in  three  out  of  the  ten  exsmples  of  it;  and  in  only 

one  of  the  remaining  seven  were dnmb*bells conjoined; 

and  although  I  $m  satisfied,  from  unrecorded  obserra- 

tion,  thst  domb-bells  also  may  occur  without  octohedra, 

jet,  in  the  six  specimens  alluded  to  above,  they  wers 

aeoompanied  by;  them.    These  two  rsmarkable  forms 

appear  to  benot  very  distantly  allied*.    M.  As  case  XV. 

illustrated  the  lowest,  so  this  iHustrales  the  highest, 

apeelfio  gravity  that  I  hava  notlcod,  ia  connection  wUh 

oxalate  of  lime,— namely,  1096.    The  epedfic  gravHy 

of  the  greatest  number  of  specimens  I  have  esemlned 

xanged  between  1014  and  1031,  the  averege  between 

these  numbers  being  1022.    Out  •/  187  specimens, 

14  were  below  specific  gravity  1014,  and  8  only  abOTO 

1031.     I  have  also  remarked  with  other  observers, 

that  when  oxalate  of  lime  was  in  progress  of  being 

discharged,  a  diminution  of  it  commonly  took  place 

whenever  the  specific  gravity  was  remarkably  lowered* 


One  ward  more  upon  thb  head :  the  circular  §o 
appean  connected  with  a  speciio  gravity  father  lover, 
than  the  average.  In  the  three  Insmnsm  where  it 
occutnd  alone,  the  specific  gravity  was  lOll,  lOi^ 
and  1019;  when  with  octohedra,  101^  1016, 1090, 109I* 
1032,  10S3;  but  when  with  dumb-belli  also,  lOML 
I  have  met  with  dumb-bella  in  urine  ae  low  as  specific 
gravis,  1013,  and  as  high  as  1035.  4th.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  appearance  of  uric  add  not  nneommsnly 
preoidee  the  disappearance  of  the  oxalates.  It  occurred 
in  aeven  out  of  the  nineteen  indlridunls  mentioned, 
but  in  none  oouM  I  peMeive  any  leltilon  of  the  kind. 
The  sudden-  dieehaige  of  a  large  quantity  ei  UOiats 
o(  ammonia,  bowaeur,  has  ap^eaFsd'oceatlonally  to 
iniuenae  in  a  tempotarf  manner  the  si 
amount  of  ocalaMa.  6th.  In  eennuutjcn  with  tUt 
I  may  obeetvn,  ibaft  -in  aevninl*  Inetanoea  vbem  the* 
upatiAc gravity  has  been sMhcr  low,  I  harenoHoed  the. 
ioccorrence  of  conforvm  in  oxalic  nrine,  the  ptumnoa 
of  sugar  not  being  indieatadj  bj  tho  ap^Hoatien  of 
Xrommer's  test. 


^  The  tersn  etrca/er  is  act  to  be  applied  too  strictly,  ss 
the  plaies  astaae  commonly  more  or  less  of  the  otsI  shape. 


Case  IX.— Debilxtt  :  Eczema. 
M.  C,  aged  four  years  and  a  half,  of  tolerably 
healthy  parentsge,  has  generally  enjoyed  very  good 
health,  with  the  exception  of  suffering  occasionally 
from  febrile  distorbance  for  a  few  days,  accompanied 
by  constipated  bowels.  She  wss  brought  to  the  Dis- 
pensary on  the  2ad  of  September,  1846.  It  appears 
that  three  years  ago  she  began  to  lose  fiesh  and  strength, 
and  two  months  ago  suffered  from  one  of  her  customary 
attacks  of  feverishness,  during  which  her  debility 
increased,  and  since  which  she  has  remained  pale  and 
very  languid.  About  a  fortnight  ago  a  few  pimples 
were  noticed  on  the  scalp,  which  have  now  fofned 
crusts  over  a  limited  space  upon  the  vertex,  presenting' 
the  characteristic  aspect  of  eczema.  Her  appetite  is 
defective,  she  can  rarely  be  induced  to  eat  any  meat, 
and  her  bowels  are  disposed  to  l>e  constipated.  Abrsd. 
capillities. 

4ih.  No  improvement;  urine  of  last  34  hours  cloudy, 

and  presenting  a   cloud-like   deposit,    consisting   of 

(phosphates,  specific  gravity,  1016.    The  scalp  to  be' 

covered  with  an  oiled-silk  cap.    Omni  inane  01.  Ricint, 

dr.j. 

7th.  The  eruption  has  spread  extensively  over  the 
vertex,  and  there  is  an  appearance  of  the  disease  aifect- 
ittg  the  comer  of  the  mouth.  She  appean  less  languid ; 
bowels  have  been  purged ;  urine  1030,  acid,  piesenting 
a  deposit  of  lltbato  of  ammonia.  Contin.  01.  Riciai. 
Water  dressing  to  scalp. 

10th»  Eruption  extended  over  the  scalp;  complahMd 
ois^'Unla  headache  yeeterday.  Bowels  not  so  much 
purged;  urine  pResenu  a  moderate  clondy  deposit  sou. 
tainiag  an  abundance  of  octohedra,  mixed  with  prisms 
of  triple  phosphate.  To  continue  the  waler^dnsriag 
and  castor  oil*  Tor  die  capt  Hydiuig.  cum  OMt^ 
gr.lv. 

14th.  Eruption  improved  in  appeatanoe  and  mart 
limited  in  exteal$  bowela  open  once  dally;  uiine  of 
the  last  twen^4bur  bouia  half-a^pin^  with  an  ammonia 
acal  odour,  alkaline  re-action,  ol  speoifie  gravity  1016^ 
preaancing  a  whitish  cloudy  deposit  whioh  omitmni  a 
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«oni4«MU«  nagAer  of  photphatio  piitms  uid  «.  Hw 
MOdvftto-iiMd  oololiiedfs. 

17th.  Iiapfoviog;  eniption  dlicbtngiog  lew  and 
IwoomiDg  mora  Umitad ;  aays  tiMU  the  castor  oil  caasaa 
har  to  leal  aiak  all  day;  oHdo  coatains  so  ozalata. 
Omltt  OL  Ridni.  R.  Hydrarg.  cum  CroU,  gr.  ij.; 
Pulv.  Bhfli^  p.  ig»  Flat  palT«  noote  maneqae  anmatid. 

21  at  ^niption  sow  coDAned  to  the  vortex  and  line 
of  oofonat  antnra.  la  leaa  langnid  sad  rises  chaorfttlly 
in  tho  mominga.  Bowels  regular;  nrino  alkaltnOj 
•of  speclfia  gravitj  10SI,depoaiting  a  cloudy  sediment, 
containing  aomo  phoaphatio  pifsnis,  hat  no  oxalate. 

Mth.  Haa  no  langnot  nov,  but  appears  atronger  f 
appetUo  iaproved ;  erapHon  confined  to  the  vertser  and 
lali'ddo  ot  ttio  aggoti  antnsa^  urine  of  speokfio  gravity 
liMC  nftaUna^  pfaoantlnf  a  voiy  doody 'dapoait,  which- 
oanlahw  csncii  pheapihala  of  ttmo  and  phashaiia  p«lamsy 
andalnisnonfliher  of  ootobadra,oonia,  bowotar,  being: 
vary«HM|l*'  €apt  pnlr.  omni  noato  tantom. 

SMk-Cnnta  falJIng  firon  all  the  affocted  an^bee;- 
aoUtaiy  aero-pnmlent  Teaides  here  and  there  upon 
the  neck;  colour  of  lips  and  cheeks  improTcd,  and 
ahe  is  gaining  strength.  Urine  of  specific  gravity  1085, 
al^taline,  deposit  as  before. 

October  2nd.  No  eruption  now,  and  only  a  very  few 
crusts  not  yet  fallen  from  the  part  first  affected; 
coatinuea  to  gain  fiesh,  atrength,  and  colour;  urine  of 
apecific  grarity  1026,  alkaline,  deposit  as  before,  but 
containing  few  and  amaller  octohedra.  Omitt.  pair. 
.  6th.  Improving  in  every  reapact ;  nrine  of  apecific 
gravity  1019,  faintly  acid,  deposit  alight,  and  contain. 
Sag  phosphatea  as  before,  but  scarcely  any  octohedra. 

]2lh.  Continues  to  improve;  a  few  solitary  vesicles 
appear  occasionally  at  the  back  of  the  neck ;  urine  of 
apecific  gravity  1022,  moderately  add,  presenting  a 
BOderale  cloud-like  deposit  containing  a  large  number 
of  octohedra  of  all  sizes,  but  only  a  few  pbosphatic 
piisms, 

16th.  Is  in  every  respect  well ;  urine  contains  no 
octohedra,  apecific  gravity  1023. 

20tb.  The  eruption  having  quite  disappeared,  has 
leh  the  hair  rather  thinner  over  the  afiSected  parts,  but 
there  are  no  bald  patches ;  urine  of  spedfio  gravity' 
102],  add,  presenting  a  cloud-like  deposit  containing 
a  very  few  octohedra.    Discharged. 

iZemoriis.—- This  is  the  youngest  patient  in  whose 
nrine  I  have  remarked  the  deposition  of  oxalate  of 
lime^  the  oMeat  was  72  years  of  age.  Although  con- 
neeted  with  the  debility,  which  accompanied  the  loohl 
disease,  it  plainly  fluciuated  with  the  progress  of  thd 
iattar,  thn  quantity  of  ocalates  becoming  incraasid 
wheaover  the  formation  of  new  vedcles  was  proceediilg^ 
and  leaaanlng  ot  disappearing  aliogetfaas  aa  they  dief 
away  or  were'  oonvertad  into  cmsta.  This  ooniltton 
of  tha  niiao  ia<only  occaaiottal  in  the  ooniao  of  eesema. 
AUmHaiq^ia  akown  by  thiainatanee  not  to  bo  iacom* 
patiblo  with  tho  preaence  of  an  oxalic  depoatt;  but 
atOlii iaaot  a ooMaon aiato  of  the  nriae,  aa  I  have 
oaiy  not  with  It  on  ono  other  oocaaioa.  Tha  dapoalt 
of  phofphalaa  was  observed  ftfleon  (imea  one  of vtSf- 
apadmena  of  oxalic  nrine. 

Shtoa  tha  abovo  ia  the  laat  caio,  which  I  intaad 


reporting  to  iUustrata  ttie  oxalic  diathesis,  it  niay  not  bo 
amiss  to  condade  it  by  an  onomeration  of  the  aovaral 
morMd  slates  which  I  have  seen  it  accompany.  They 
are  the  following  :<— Hypochondriasis ;  delirium  tremo&a; 
a  disposition  to  this  disease  or  mental  derangement  from 
intemperance;  mania;  melancholia;  mercurial  tremor ; 
cerobralhflBmorrhage;  hyatoria;  apermatorrhoea;  debility 
and  cadtexia  connected  with  a  scrofulous  constitution; 
ecaama;  acne;  gastrodynia;  acute,  gonorrhosal  aad 
chronic  rheumatism;  Brighi's  diseaae  of  the  kidaey, 
(shotlly  before  the  comatose  stage;)  oaacer  of  tho 
llrer;  cancer  of  tho  long;  caneer  of  the  ntems  and 
bladder;  irritability  of  the  bladder;  enlaigad  proatate; 
hypofttophy,  with  vaWnlar  diseaaa  of  the  heart; 
and  anenriam  ot  tho  aorta*  Its  occnmnoe  wiA 
gnmalar  kidneys  aad  albuminuria  isromarkaUe  for 
ito  oxtramo  rarity,  la  aomo  peraoaa  of  nBlioaltiby 
pofonlage  aad  aocofulous  taint,  I  am  disposed  to 
boliovo  4hat  tlio  secretion  of  oxalate  of  lime  with 
the  urine  may  become  habitual,  dnce  I  have  noticed 
it  continue  in  each  a  person  for  some  months  inde- 
pendently of  the  preaence  of  any  active  diaeaae,  aad 
uaaSected  by  change  of  air,  modifications  of  diet,  or 
tonio  medidne.  So  for  as  my  own  observations  have 
been  carried,  the  sexes  appear  to  shave  equally  ia 
tho'diathods. 


PROVINCIAL 

WEDNESDAY,   SEPTEMBER  8,  1847. 


It  may  not  poitahiy  at  first  sight  appear  (bat 
the  sulQect  of  emigratieB  materially  conoeriia 
the  medical  profSessioa.  A  consiileratioa  of 
reeentevents— events  arising  out  of  the  famine 
whicb  has  so  awfully  raraged  many  parts  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland—however^  but  too  clearly 
shews  that  the  immigration  of  destitute  persons 
exercises  a  most  disastrous  influence  on  the 
health  of  the  population  of  those  districts  to 
which  they  fly  for  refuge,  and  in  the  sanitary 
questions  which  arise  out  of  such  a  state 
the  medical  practitioner  is  greatly  interested* 
The  prevalence  of  a  fatal  form  of  fever  amongst 
the  Irish  imiiugraiits  into  Liverpool,  Bristolj» 
Glasgow,  and  other  towns  on  the  Western  coast 
ef  Great  Britaia,  and  the  rapid  spread  of  the 
M»a  diBease  throtigh  the  general  poptt]ation» 
not  oiriy  iatheeea-port  towaa,  but  in  the  towne 
ia  •  immediate  er  frequent  intercoane  with 
them,  and  in  the  surroiuidiog  villages,  are 
among  the  well^nown  eifeets.  The  saerifice  of 
life  among  the  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  others  whose  duties  lead  them  into 
intimate  connection  with  the  sick,  is  an  afflicting 
truth,  which  admits  not  of  question,  and  the 
clear  evidence  of  infection  which  has  attended 
this  epidemic  famine-fever,  is  such  as  to  call  for 
the  hett-directed  efforts  to  provide  by  jodicioua 
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MBtttorf  regulations  against  similar  contingent 
eies  for  the  future. 

It  can  scarely  be  questioned,  we  think,  even 
by  the  most  pertinacioas  anti-contagion ist,  that 
the  fever  which  has  carried  off  so  many  among 
the  population  of  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Leeds, 
and  other  populous  towns  in  the  northern  dis- 
triete,  was  introduced  by  the  immigration  from 
Ireland,  was  decidedly  contagioua  or  infectioua 
in  its  nature,  and  was  of  pecular  maUgnaBcy 
tyen  in  healthy  persons,  when  directly  exposed  to 
Its  primary  infection.     The  ferment  of  the 
Hsmiiie-fever,  (if  the  expression  may  be  allowed,) 
whsfterer  its  true  nature  may  be,  like  that  of 
elher  transmissible  diseases,   (the  vaccine  for 
instance,)   seems  to  have  acted  with  greatest 
effect  in  its  primary  or  earlier  trsnsmiisioBe 
through  the  system  of  healthy  individuah,  and 
the  whole  of  the  phenomena  attending  it,  as  it 
seems  to  us,  clearly  point  out  that  a  well-devised 
system  of  precautionary    measures,  with  early 
iieparation  and  isolation  of  the  sick  from  the 
Wealthy  population,  might  have  put  a  stop  to 
the  ravages  of  the   disease,   at  least  among 
tbose  who  were  not  themeelres,  by  previons 
prtYatlons  afed  suffering,  strongly  predisposed 
to  it.    Many  valuable  lives   Hiight  thus  have 
been  preserved,  and  very  many  others  spared 
the     risk    attendant  upon    exposure.    That  a 
very  large    proportion    of    those    who   had 
previously  suffered  from  destitution  and  famine 
must  unavoidably  have  become  the  subjects'  of 
the  fever,  is  evident,  not  only  from  what  has 
occurred    in    Ireland,    and    in   this   country, 
but  elsewhere,  but   the   permitting    of  large 
aumbers  of  a  population,  thus  carrying,  with 
th^m  and  in   them,   the  seeds  of   malignant 
infectious  disease,  to  throw  themselves,  indis* 
Mminately  and   without   restraint,   into  the 
bean  of  denaely  populated  towns  and  districtSt 
-#es  surely  sowing  to  a  fatal  harvest  of  disease 
and  death,  the  effects  of  which  cannotbnt be 
Mtlbr  years  to  come.    Budi  an  event  ought  to 
bave  been  foreseen  and  provided  against  In  time ; 
and  the  expense  of  constructing  a  few  tem- 
porary hospitals,  or  places  of  refuge,  for  the 
sick  and  destitute,  whom  want  and  suffering  of 
every  kind  had  thus  driven  on  our  shores,  would 
bave  been  amply  repaid,  and  in  the  end,  indeed 
a  measure  of  pure  economy.    The  expense  too, 
might  have  been  borne,  in  part  at  least,  by  the 
country  at  large,  and  the  local  districts  have  been 
relieved  of  what,  upon   some  classes   of  the 
inhabitants,  has  proved  a  most  serious  burden, 
and  aggravation  of  the  calamity. 

It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  profit  by  the 
sad  experience  which  we  have  attained,  if 
xiot  in  our  own  case  certainly  in  the  case 
tbf  some  of  our  colonies.    Prom  the  accounts 


received  from  Canada,  we  lean  tint  the* 
same  fatal  scenes  are  being  enactad  in  that 
country,  as  of  late  we  have  witnessed  here.  The 
emigrants  who  have  fled  from  the  famine  a9# 
the  fever  desolating  their  own  country,  bavftcar* 
ried  with  them  there  also,  the  effects  of  both,  andf 
the  mortality  amongst  them  is  fearful.'  Of  nearly 
eighty  thousand  passengers  to  Canada,  the 
mortality  is  estimated  to  have  readied  to  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  number,  and  at  the  Marine 
Hospital,  at  Quebec,  and  the  adjacent  sheds, 
which  have  been  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  the  emigrants  suffering  under  fever,  tha 
deaths  out  of  a  thousand  patients  are  reported 
to  amonnt  to  one  hundred  per  weak.  As  yet« 
the  fever,  though  spread  through  tiia  eeoMry» 
wherever  the  emigfants  have  bave  proceeded, 
has  been  chieHy  confined  to  them,  but  there  ia 
too  much  reason  to  fear  that  unless  some 
measures,  more  efficient  than  those  hitherto 
adopted,  are  had  recourse  to,  it  will  here  also 
extend  its  ravages  to  the  general  population. 

But  it  will  be  asked,  what  are  the  measures 
which  should  be  adopted  to  prevent  the  exten-i. 
sioo  of  this  fever  to  the  healthy,  and  extinguish 
it  in  the  diseased  ?  Precisely  the  same  as  expe* 
rience  has  shewn  to  prove  successful  in  other 
casee  of  contagious  diseases ; — separation  of  the 
sick  from  the  healthy— isolation  of  the  sick 
themselves,  by  avoiding  over-crowding  in  tha 
hospitals  and  buildings  appropriated  to  their 
reception— and  the  attempt  at  least  to  remedy 
the  condition  of  those  predisposed  by  previoua 
destitution,  by  supplying  them  with  good  food, 
by  enforcing  deanlinese,  aad  gasarally  by 
affording  to  them  snob  comforts  of  dothing,  &c., 
as  their  condition  requires.  It  may  be,  that  to> 
carry  out  these  objects,  would  demand  a  consider- 
able  amount  of  expenditure,  but  we  are  weU 
assured  that  such  expenditnre  in  the  fiiat  instance 
is  the  truest  saving  in  the  end,  and  most  thankful 
should  we  be,  that  whatever  w^e  the.threateniog 
aspects  with  which  the  present  year  commenced, 
the  abundance  which  now  promises,  places  muck 
in  our  power  towards  the  supply  of  a  sufficiency 
of  nourishment  to  alL  We  shall  condnde  these 
remarks  by  quoting  from  the  Quarterly  lUturn' 
of  the  Registrar-General,  the  account  given  of 
this  fever  by  Mr.  Leigh,  of  Deansgate. 

*'  The  fever,"  he  observes,  *'  is  of  an  exceeds 
ingly  low  type,  the  subjects  of  it  blooming 
typhoid.  With  a  dry  brown  taagne,  withia  a  vei^ 
few  hours  after  tha«ttaek.  In  Bsaay»  the  bnia 
is  oppressed  from  the  beginning,  the  palse 
continuing  sleir  (ranging  Aans  7a -to  dO,y 
througbout,  the  pupil  befaig  large;  wbUit  ftn 
some  there  is  great  abdominal  irrttatioD, 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea  ushering  in  the  attadu 
This  is  followed  by  great  tenderness  ever  the 
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abdomen^  intolerance  of  prenure,  and  consider- 
able dlet^pudon  from  flatus.  So  far  as  mjr  own 
obeervation  has  extended,  and  as  far  as  i  can 
fBllier  from  my  professional  friends,  I'  think 
it  maj  be  stated  generally  that  the  mildest 
Veatmeot  haa  been  the  most  successful.  The 
present  epidemic  is  essentially  a  famine  fever, 
imparted  into  this  ceuntry  by  a  class  reduced 
to  the  lowest  canditioin  consistent  with  the 
eanyiog  on  of  the  vital  processes.  In  such  a 
state  of  the  system,  general  derangement  takes 
place,  the  body  lires  upon  itself  furnishes  its 
awn  materials  for  respiration*  abnormal  pro- 
duots.are  formed,  partly  retained  and  partly 
eliminatedj  prodacing  disease  in  the  system 
whioh  forms  them«  and  communicating  it  by 
the  eliminated  matters  to  others.  Want  com- 
pels the  destitute  to  live  together,  whilst  the 
deficiency  of  water,  and  the  great  personal 
ondeanliness  of  the  Irish  poor,  gives  to  their 
sordid  skin  a  morbid  coating,  and  the  tainted 
air  they  breathe  carries  its  poison  abroad,  and 
the  well-fed  and  the  wealthy  fall  victims  to  the 
famine  they  felt  not.  A  better  supply  of  good 
food,  a  greater  abundance,  more  water,  the 
separation  of  the  poor  from  each  other  by 
removing  them  from  the  low  lodging  houses  in 
which  they  congregate,  often  to  the  number  of 
eighteen. or  twenty  in  a  single  room,  and  the 
inculcation  of  ^0a/er  cleanliness  by  the  priesthood 
of  all  defwmnalicns,  will,  better  than  all  mere 
medical  treatment,  snbdue  the  fever  which  is 
now  sweeping  io  many  to  the  grave." 

* ■  ■ 

BATH  AND  BRISTOL  BRANCH  OF  TH£  PRO- 
VINCIAL M£OICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSO- 
CUTION. 

AI9NVAI^  MESTING. 

The  Sixth  AnDiverasry  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol 
Branch  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Associ- 
ation was  held  at  the  Medical  Library,  Bristol,  July 
22iid,  1846. 

Among  those  present,  were  Mr.  Ormond,  Mr.  Cox, 
Br.  Cardew,  Dr.  Edwards,  Dr.  Wheelwright,  Dr» 
Daniell,  Mr.  Bartram,  Mr.  NormaD,  Mr.  John  Barrett, 
Mr.  C  E^waids,  Mr.  T.  Barrett»  Mr.  King,  and  Mr. 
John  Soden,  Bath;  Mr.  Vicary,  Waroiioster;  Mr. 
Cranf,  Ttmsbnry;  Mr.  Fowler,  ChikomptoD ;  Mr. 
Washboume,  Corsham;  Mr.  Barrow,  Dr.  Kaye,  Dr. 
Bttdd,  Dr.  TVotman,  Dr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Pricbard,  Mr. 
Snrrage,  Mr.  Ruddock,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Coe,  Dr.  G. 
FHpp,  Mr.  Oieen,  Mr.  Collharst,  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr. 
Oodfiey,  Mr.  IMld»  Mr.  Clai«:,  Mr*  HstUag,  aad  Dr. 
Oklkie,  BrifttoL 

Mr.  Onaood, .  Che  retirinf  Pcesident  of  the  Eraasb, 
bsriagtakao  the  chair,  expresned  briefly  the  pleasure 
and  gratification  he  had  experienced  dariog  his  yeai;  of 
oQce,  and  returned  his  thanks  to  the  members  for 
their  kindness  to  him  on  all  occasions.    In  the  absence 


of  their  President,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Smith,  who  «^. 

suddenly   obliged  to  go  to    London,   he  had  beeix. 

requested  to  continue  in  the  chair. 
The  Secietary  read  the  report  of  the  Council.    ^ 
Mr.  flower,   of   Chilcompton,   was    nnanimoaaty' 

appointed  President«elect. 
3ome  ordinary  business  was  then  transacted. 

GOMMONIOATI 0  vs. 

Dr.  Edwards,  of  Bath,  read  a  paper  •*  On  Uteeratiea. 
of  the  Cervix  and  Os  (Jteri,  and  Its  occasional  Censed 
Dysmenorrhoea.  [This  paptr  will  be  found  in  thi» 
present  number  of  the  Joorna!.] 

Mr.  Pricbard  read  the  account  of  a  case  of  cataract, 
which  had  come  on  in  infancy,  and  which  was  cured 
by  operation  when  the  patient  was  twenty-seren  years 
of  age.  In  this  case  tbe  phenomena  attending  the 
process  of  learning  to  see  and  to  compare  the  results 
obtained  by  the  sense  of  touch  with  those  obtained  by 
visioa  were  very  well  marked. 

Dr.  Daniell  read  a  "  Case  of  Disease   simuUtiag 

Canine  Rabies." 

Mr.  T.  Barrett,  read  a  "  Case  of  ObstructioB  to 
Labour,  from  Rigidity  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus, 
successfully  treated  by  Incisions.*' 

Mr.  Clark  read  a  paper  "  On  the  Power  of  EhBtieHir 
in  Meebaaieal  Sufgery."  He  first  ellnded  to  the 
gieat  iaflueiice  of  thaehstic  principle  in  the  \mxoam 
ewmmff  aad  than  aiated  that  this  esssntial  propecqr^ 
ia  the  living  .aaimal  tissues  eould  be  simuUts<|f. 
Vttlcsnized  caoutchouc  was  the  medium  he  proposed^ 
It  had  frequently  been  used  as  a  compressor.  As  a 
tractor  it  had  rarely  been  employed,  though  in  bis 
opinion  it  would  in  many  instances  prove  more  efficient 
than  the  screw  or  the  rack.  He  stated  many  cases  in 
illustration,  as,  the  withdrawal  of  dead  bone,  removal 
of  ligatures,  Uteral  spine  curvature,  rigid  jdnU. 
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April  3rd»  1847,  Joan  AacHBS.  Esq.,  in  the  Chair, 

SCISRSOOS  pTix»aos» 
Dr.  Fietohet  tanrnght  fotward  a  specimen  of  caveina* 
'  mmoos  strictma  of  the  pyloras,  wtaiefa  had  been  tal(»nc 
from  the  body  of  a  man  aged  65,  who  had  become  a 
paUeat  at  the  General  Dispensary  a  short  timeprevioas 
to  his  death.  When  admitted  ha  was  labouring  vadsr 
masked  symiilAflM  of  the  disease,  which  bad.  originated 
some  months  previonsly.  There  was  a  tumour  in  tho 
region  of  the  pjloros,  and  the  region  of  the  stpaia^ 
was  very  much  distended  and  tympanitic.  At  the 
poat-mortem  examination  tbe  stomach  was  found  Tery 
much  dilated,  and  a  carcinomatous  tumour  compressing 
tbe  pylorus,  of  the  size  of  a  small  orange.  All  the 
other  organs  were  healthy. 

asTaovBasio  OTsai :  svppoaaTiOH  of  the  Ki9HBr« 

Mr.  Francis  Elkington  exhibited  the  kidneys,  sad 
bladder,  and  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  of  a  woman 
who  had  suffered  from  retroversio  nteri,  followed  by 
suppuration  in  the  right  kidney,  of  which  tbe  following 
is  the  history  :— 

Mary  David,  aged  28,  of  a  fair  complexion  and 
sanguineous  temperament,  was  admitted  a  patient  ef 
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tbe  Ljing-in  HofpiUl,  Febroury  2od,  IS47.  Sfa«  hM 
bad  three  children.  Her  last  lobonr,  which  was  dghttett 
Bonths  ago,  was  seTere,  after  which  sba  snil^red  AWa 
proUpsos  uteri.  She  was  a  patient  of  the  Ljiof-in 
Hospital  last  sammery  and  was  then  suiTeriog  from 
prolapsos  uteri  and  general  debility.  She  states,  thai 
she  nanstruated  freely  the  last  week  in  September, 
(1846,)  end  rery  slightly  so  the  fint  day  in  Octobsr. 
f  fom  tbe  first  week  in  Oetober  she  thought  that  sba 
was  pregnant.  Her  appetite  became  anusnaUy  grest^ 
which  was  one  of  the  earliest  symptoms  in  her  farmer 
pregnancies.  She  had  longings,  sickness,  &c.  Her 
bosom,  which  was  very  small  before  this  time,  increased 
in  size,  became  firmer,  and  was  at  times  p«infiil. 

On  January  ^nd,  after  washing  her  house,  the  ntenis 
was  prolspsed  as  usual,  and  on  pushing  it  up  she  HH 


terminates  in  t^culcU  toe  ^  the  os  uteri  cannot  be  felt 
On  passing  the  finger  anteriorly,  it  passes  between  the 
pubes  and  tbe  fore  part  of  tfao  tnmour  readily  to  some 
distance,  but  barely  aad  with  difiealQr  touched  the 
IDS  ntoriy  which  was  situated  above  tfie  pnbes,  and 
pressing  against  die  bladdtr.  The  opiaioa  given  was 
that  she  was  pregoaol^  and  anffeiiag  ifom  retrovenia 
uteri.  Ordered  to  have  the  catheter  passed  three  times 
a  day,  and  to  observe  the  recumbent  poaliiMi  constantly. 
To  take  ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder  aveiy  aig^  VL. 
Magn.  Snlph.,4tfi  vi.;  InfM*  Kout^M,  viiL  M.  Sum* 
02.  isa.,  ter  die*    ' 

Feb.  6th.  Aboal  tba  saaia;  aka  fa  nUaved  bj  tha 
catheter;  tha  sesiatleo  of  nilne  is  rather  ac«ity;  a 
quantity  of  pus  lUlowa  the  flmr  of  viiae  every  tima 
the  oatbater  Is  piasedr 


as  if  she  had  pushed  op  a  lump  of  ice.    The  day  was        9th.  She  is  not  tgum  «o  vaU ;  tba  oaHMler  baa  noi 


very  cold.  She  felt  unwell  tbe  rest  of  tbe  day,  and' 
cold  and  shivering.  On  Sunday,  January  9rd»  abaat 
three  o'clock,  a.m.,  she  had  a  severe  rigor,  followed  by 
atrong  bearing-down  pains,  as  if  she  were  in  labour^m 
the  uterus  did  not  come  down,  nor  has  it  been  pro* 
lapsed  since.  She  bad  frequent  and  painful  desire  to 
make  water*  but  was  not  aUe  to  pass  any  till  night, 
aearly  twenty  hours,  and  then  but  a  vary  oaaU  qomiP 


tlly,  and  after  she  had  had  her  bowela  fotnented.    Sfaa    direction ;  after  passiag  the  catheter,  I  tried  by  pressare, 


continued  much  the  same  the  fbllowhugday,  (Monday,) 
and  passed  only  a  few  drojfk  at  a  tima.  On  Taesdi^ 
a  surgeon  was  oalled  In,  who  passed  tbaeailieler,  aad 
relieved  her.  It  was  not  passed  again  till  Satntday, 
after  an  interval  of  three  days ;  during  tbe  whole  of  this 
time  she  was  in  great  agony,  and  not  able  ta  make 
water.  A  small  quantity  *'  dribbled  from  her*'  at  times 
after  the  fomentation.  She  says  her  belly  waa  as 
2ar^«  as  a  mdn*s  hat,  and  sfained  like  a  looking-glass. 
She  continued  about  the  same  till  February  2nd,  suf- 
fering most  severely  from  straining  and  bearing*dowa 
pain  In  tbe  back,  belly,  and  hips ;  she  last  not  able  to 
pass  her  water  the  whole  time,  vad  frequency  went  two 
tLnd  three  days  without  having  it  drawn  off.  The  sur- 
geon who  attended  her  said  that  she  wIm  enflning  fnm 
a  tnmour,  and  that  nothlnteouM  be  done  Uft  har»  • 

V 

On  Tnes^y,  Fehrnary  2tt3,  there  was  a  large  fts>' 
cbaige  of  pus,  after  which  she  was  able  to  pass  e  IfMle 
water.  When  the  first  discbarge  of  matter  took  p1aee> 
she  thought  it  was  water,  and  exclaimed  to  her  husband, 
**  Oh !  bow  very  easy  my  water  is  coming."  She  new 
oomplaiiM  of  frequent  pain  and  comUuU  nneasines*; 
weight  in  the  pelvis,  end  a  disposition  to  bear  down. 
She  has  frequent  sickness ;  vomiting;  aftirred  tongue; 
pulse  100,  and  feeble;  bowels  confined,  swollen,  and 
distended  with  flatus;  the  abdomen  is  slightly  tym. 
panitic.  She  passes  her  water  very  frequently,  bttt 
only  in  small  quantities,  and  mixed  with  nfafffef. 
Jbere  is  no  distinct  abdominal  tnmour,  but  slight 
enlargement  to  be  felt  behind  the  pubes;  pressure  in 
that  situation  gives  pain^  the  breasts  are  full  and  glan- 
dular, areola  in  each  well  marked,  sebaceous  folllclea 
enlarged,  and  the  surface  of  each  breast  travened  by 
numerous  distended  veins.  Examinatien per  vayinem  .--^ 
The  vagina  is  occupied  by  a  large  globular-shaped 
tumour.    The  vagina,  posteriorly,  and  on  either  side, 


lyeen  so  regularly  used ;  she  has  frequent  eiekness,  and 
iffequebt  attack*  of  palln  about  the  bladder  and  fn  tlm 
back;  bowels  have  been  relaxed;  pulse  ibeble;  her 
general  aspect  rather  worse.  Examination  per  vaginamr 
—The  uterus  is  still  in  tbe  same  position ;  on  pressure 
it  feels  doughy,  and  is  painfbl,  paiticvlarly  towards 
the  anterior  part  '  Examination  per  reetQm>— The 
ftindus  of  tbe  uterus  presses   oonsideiably  in    tliat 


directed  to  the  fundus  uteri,  to  rectify  the  peeitian  of 
the  uterus,  but  could  not  suooeed ;  I  then  placed  the 
woman  upon  her  elbows  and  knees,-  pasted  tlte  finger 
of  the  right  bend  to*  the  oa  nmnif  aad  whilal  maldng 
en  efibrt  to  draw-  that  ddwn,  I  eadeavoured,  with  tha 
finger  of  the  left  hand  passed  iaia  the  reetn»»  to  preea 
up  the  ftadvs,  bttt  Ibis  altenpt  siIm. failed;  aad  as  11 
gave  her  great  pala,  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  ttjH 
again.  The  uteras  appeared  mavpahie,  bat  I  could  aat 
rectify  its  position  without  introducing  my  band  lata 
the  vagina,  and  therefore  thought  it  better  to  wait  a 
few  days  ta  bopee  ttat  she  nalght  qaieken»  aad  tlia 
uterus  right  Itself.  She  was  ordered  aft  efierveadng 
mixture,  with  caibonate  of  attttonia  and  leaien  jnioev 
and  an  opIAe  at  night.  Tbe  ase  of  tbe  eatbcter  to  ba 
eontinaed. 

lOtb*  AeveaiiiedlastalgblaAarbarpitteiandpaaeed 
a  bikd  night;  euflbred  msmii  peda.  Theeatbeier  waa 
passed,  and  balf-a-pint  of  ariae  dMtrn  off,  wbkh  waa 
followed  by  a  quantity  of  pas-lika  elto£  She  baa  a 
constant  vernal  diaebarge.  Each  time  the  catheter  la 
iMssed,  the  latter  portion  of  the  urine  dnwn  off«  wbieb 
le  mixed  with  pne,  Is  else/ aoeoapaaied  with  a  norlar* 
like  deposit.  Pulse  feeble.  Ordered  prassio  Sflid 
mixture  and  mocpbia  at  night*..* 

>l)th*  The  peer  wemaa,  coMiauiag  veiy  Ul»  aad 
befng  badly^tteaded  to  atimmeySiae  this  day  adaiittad 
HMotbe'hospltal.  Tbe  IMgue of  lidiag  lathe  hospital^ 
altboagb  ibe  distance  was  short,  veiy  flwcb  overpowered 
her,  and  she  does  aet  appear  so  wrti*  Slie  i»aa  nait 
been  slok  sinee  takiag  tlie  last  medielaak 

ISlh.  Fei|Mre.«^9be  le  bettsr*  muofa  easier;  palse 
100;  no  return  of  vomiting;  there  Is  less  tendemees 
shout  the  epigastrium ;  she  eempleiaaof  beadadMi  aad 
attribatea  it  to  tbe  pill  she  took  last  algbt;  she  has 
passed  her  watet  two  or  three  times  a  day  witboat  the- 
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aid  of  the  catlieter.  I  pMt«d  Um  eatb«tav  and  drew  off 
•Iz  or  eight  oaoees  of  urine,  mixed  with  poa.  On 
making  an  examination  per  vaginam,  I  found  that  the 
ntems  had  nearly  righted  itself.  The  oe,  which  before 
coold  scarcely  be  feh  above  the  pnbes,  it  now  low  down, 
and  directed  towaMls  the  tzla  of  the  oatlet  Ordered 
to  continne  tbe  pmerio  aoid  mixtnre,  and  to  omit 
the  pQl  at  bed-time. 

13th.  She  haa  paaeed  a  bad  night ;  has  slept  very 
little;  beeft  pnrged  twice;  inade  water  freely,  and  for 
the  first  time  since  her  illness,  whilst  sitting  np;  com- 
plalna  muM  of  kmri-kmrn  aad'«iolaies»;  .has  vomited 
freely  this  motafog;  pnleo  120;  tohgat  nearly  dean 
bat  reddish ;  she  haa  les»paini  batopmflaiBs  of  feeling 
very  weak.  On  making  an  ezaminatie^  per  vaginam 
the  oteraa  vaa  iMUid  still  low  dQw%  hut  the  os  directed 
towttida  the  Momm  ^od  naarly  oat  of  reach.  R.  Sods 
Sttb-Cacbb  d&  laa;  Add.HydrocjavudiUounz.;  A^a««, 
ea.Yii|j  M«  Cupt.  oz  j*  qaanis  bona*  R*  Hydrarg.  cum 


cathaler  passesp  if  care  be  not  need.  Conthi.  misL 
eferfsc  and  anodyne;  hot  salt  to  be  applied  to  the' 
aide.  In  the  eToniog  I  received  a  message  that  she 
was  worse;  the  pain  in  her  side  was  very  acnte; 
vomStipg  freqaent  Ordered  Empl.  Lytte  amplnm, 
Tinct  Opii,  m.  xxz.  statim,  et  rept.  pro  re  nata. 

123rd.  Not  so  well ;  has  bad  constant  vomiting ;  passed 
a  vevy  restless  night,  bat  had  three  or  four  hours  sleep; 
the  blister  relieved  the  pain  in  the  side ;  bowels  not 
moved  sinceyesterday;  pulse  120,  very  feeble;  altogether, 
her  appearance  is  worse.  Ordered  Acid.  Hydrocy.  dil. 
in  Mist  Camph.  eecnnda  qaaque  bora. 

Ftfij^tfrc— Pnlee  180,  and  weak ;  sickness  continnes ;. 
she  baa  not  passed  any  orine,  bat  says  every  time  she 
vomits  or  eooghs  the  orlne  is  forced  from  her;  Joel 
witliin  tfw  meetas  arinarios  there  is  a  fungoid  growth^ 
I  the  size  of  a  large,  bean.  In  passing  tbe  catheter 
\\i  eaters  the  urethra  readily,  hot  when  it  haa 
traveieed   three-fourtba  of   it,   it   meeU   with    some 


hova  aomni  aumend* 

15th.  Not  so  well ;  she  has  had  an  attack  of 
diairhosa  and  vomiting;  passes  water  freely  and 
withoat  diffieuUjr.    Ordered  Mist.  Creta  cam  Opio. 

i6th.  BeUei;.r-lSth.  Better. 

19lh.  She  hi|a  quickened^  bowels  confined  ;  she 
passes  her  water  freely,  but  baa  great  pain  jast  as  she 
has  finished  j  atillpasseapns  with  the  urine  or  after  it. 

tXMb  Has  been  purged  eiz  times,  and  feele  very 
lew.  Ftilse  llOf  teague  red;  urbsaliqii  freely;  (he 
puffUleDi  diBBbafgeuanttenee  ^  eheeka^fioahe^y  end  she 
has  uheeHc  mffmnumi  the  face  appears  shrunk;  the 
ulsrue  has  vImb  higher*  Examination  per  vi^iaam  :— 
!Ibe  oe  le  Sa  the  lighl  pesitien ;.  time  ie  <^  iofl  swellingi 
or  ireat  Ihlqsas,  between  the  ulena  and  pnbes^  and 
distinot  Drone  the  utotae;  the  sweUen  part  ia  very 
tsBdertethateunh.  Oiteedtotakea»,«|^iateatnight» 
mi  tbe  foUowiBgmistnfe  i-^BU  Liq.  ?etaas»5  TincIL 
Hjfesc,  anq,  dr.  9.;  Infim.  Catowhui  oa.  vss.  M* 
Smb.  oa.  j^  ter  die.  To  be  allowed  a  miottan  chop  a^d. 
elittlebeer. 

2iit.  Famed  a  better  atgNti  hairels  not  moved  sinoe 
iMt  evmfaig;  she  haa  been,  much  distreyied  ^1|^ 
iMknssa  and  heart4msn,  and  gmat  thicsl.  Examination 
fn  vagfaiam :— Then  is  atill  great  fuhiesa  aataiiorly; 
tbe  catheter  wee  passed  and  bal^a^pint.ef,  very  fostid 


Crete.  gr«  viij. ;  Eztr.  Hxosoyami>gr.  v.  M,  Fiat  pil.  ij.,  |otaatructioa,  whidi  requires  tbe  handle  to  be  depressed, 

andaome  maDosuvring  to  get  it  into  the  bladder;* on 
paming  the  finger  into  the  vsgioa,  along  the  coarse  of 
the  urethra,  the  point  of  the  catheter  was  found  to  be 
aneeted  by  the  vaginal  tumoor,  which  presses  against' 
the  neck  o|  tbe  bladder ;  there  was  no  urine  in  the 
bledder»b«t  it  wast  found  that  a  large  quantity  of  pua 
bad  eeoaped  by  the  side  of  the  catheter  into  the  bed. 
Te  eentiaue  the  hydrocyanic  mixture.   To  take  Tinct» 
Opil^  m.  z.,  horn  somoi ;   Yin.  Kubr.,  oz.  j.,  qnarta* 
quaq.  bora.    She  expressed  a  wish  to  take  an  egg,, 
which  was  allowed  her.    The  os  uteri  is  in  its  natural 

position* 

84th.  She  elept  two  hours  only,  but  was  more  com- 
fortable and  passed  the  whole  night  without  vomiting.. 
The  sieknew  returned  this  morning  and  distresses  her 
veiy  much;  bowels  costive;  pulse  120  and  very 
feeble.  She  complains  of  the  vomiting  hurting  her 
eyes  very  much ;  every  time  she  vomits  there  is  a 
gush  of  matter  from  the  urethre.  Ordered  an  aperient 
ensmA.  Cea^.  Mistaim  cum  Acid,  Hydrocy.  dil.  m.  v. 
in  eeeh  dose.  To  continue  the  port  wine  and  to 
have  a  sini^yisai  applied  to  the  epigastrium. 

25th.  Sickness  very  distressing ;  bowels  not  moved  ; 
pulse  120, and  very  feeble;  can  keep  nothing  on  her 
stomach  hot  the  wine.  Ordered  t^e  enema  to  be 
r^eated  every  four  hours  till  tbe  bowels  have  been 


etine^  mixed  wkh  pus,  drawn  xiff.    Ordered  to  ta^  ^  oBipved,  end  tbe  anodyne  at  bed-time 


eimple effervescing BBixtnre  M  anytime;  the  anodyne 
VHlatUfight. 

23ad.  Haa  passed  a  nuwh  battel  night,  has  had  lAse 
■•■fawes  and  heaart-butn,  and  lem  thint ;  bowels  not 
*<>*ed-si«ee  yeetesday;  she  paesee  hec/wamr  fie^- 
^eomplainsol  pain  at  hM,  or  jost  aa«hefi«lpfc«^» 
fte  water  is  alia  mixed  wUh  pus;  she.  eompiaina^ 
feiu4a  ^  right  side,  in  the  eitaatien  «f  the  kidneyi 
filers  is  also  tendemem  en  paessufe;  pulse  120;.  she 
ft  less  flushed.  Passing  the  oatheter  last  night  gave 
^  great  pain.  Mr.  Hailey  eagrs  there  was  soase 
hijury  done  to  the  uiethra  in  tbe  early  pait  of  h^ 
^^'neis,  and  that  there  has  been  a  email  slo«g)|,^' 
^^^n^  from  it  to-day,  and  that  there  is  a  suial) 
<^P«ting  in  the  niethra,  into  which  the  point  of  the 


26th.  Worse ;  pulse  130 ;  vomits  frequently ;  bowels 
not  moved;  urinates  easily,  bat  passes  a  large  quantity 
of  pus  with  Ug^e  urine,  it  also  gasfaei  from  her  each 
time  she  vomiu ;  she  slept  very  tittle  in  the  night ;  haa. 
had  no  pain  in  the  side  since  the  blister.  To  continne 
the  ^ine,  and  to  have  a  small  blister  to  tbe  epigastrium. 
A  purging  enema  every  four  hours.  To  take  Magn. 
Sulph.,  dr.ss.;  Magu.  Carb.»gr.  v.,  in  water  every  three 
or  four  hours.  She  is  much  troubled  wUh  heart-bum  ^ 
altogether  her  state  is  a  very  bad  one,  nesrly  hopeless. 

27  tl^  She  is  better ;  has  not  vomited  since  yesterday; 

pulse  120,  with  rather  more  volume  in  it;   bbwela 

.moved  three  Umes;   blisters  acted  well;   urine  lesa. 

paruleut;  she  has  Uken  a  little  cal  ves-foot  broth  several 

times,  whkh  has  remained  on   her  stomach.'    Te 
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diacontiniia  th«  inedicinei  u  tbe  hat  *  great  avenion  I  palt;  Tomitiiig   stopped ;  she  looks  jaandieed  ;  slie 
'-^'^  complains  of  aterine  pains.      Rept  Fit  Hjdnurf^ 

hora  somnii  et  mistnra. 


to  it 


SSth.  Something  better;  she  was  rerj  aniioas  to 
take  some  tea,  after  which  she  vomited  once  or  twice; 
bowels  moved  twice ;  urine  much  improred.  To  keep 
to  tbe  bro(h,  bat  as  she  is  constantly  begging  for  change 
of  diet,  to  have  the  yolk  of  an  egg  beat  up  with  water, 
and  two  drachms  of  brandy.  Not  to  Uke  any  medicine. 
ao  aperient  iojeotion.    To  be  allowed  «  little  bitter  beer. 

Maroh  1st  About  tho  same;  bowels  not  moved; 
luM  had  a  return  of  the  sickness ;  pulse  120 ;  urine 
less  purulent;  she  has  less  pain,  but  still  has  some 
|Min  aCter  making  water ;  she  is  frequently  wanting  a 
change  of  diet,  and  soon  tires  of  erery  thing.    Ordered 

2nd.  Not  so  well;  pulse  128,  and  rather  weak; 
cheeks  more  pushed;  vomiting  more  frequent  Yes- 
terday she  was  constantly  craving  for  roast  pork  and 
8f  ge  which  she  had  smelt  whilst  it  was  roasting ;  the 
^  nurse  indulged  her  with  a  little ;  since  she  took  it  she 
has  vomited  everything  she  has  taken;  the  urine  is 
not  so  clear,  thpre  is  more  pus  with  it,  and  it  smells 
worse ;  there  has  also  been  some  discharge  again  when 
•he  has  vomited ;  she  is  constantly  troubled  with  thirst 
aiiid  heart-burn ;  tongue  red ;  she  complains  of  pacins 
in  her  back,  like  labour-pains,  and  cannot  lie  on  either 
aide  for  more  than  a  few  minutes;  she  is  easiest  when 
she  lies  upon  her  back  with  her  knees  drawn  up. 
Ordered  mutton  broth  injections  twice  a  day ;  to  take 
barley  water,  which  is  the. only  thing  that  will  remain 
Any  time  on  her  stomach, and  a  li ttle  broth.  To  abstain 
from  eyferif  thing  else  until  the  sickness  Is  better. 
£mpL  Belladonna®  over  the  epigastrium.  To  take 
Liq.PotasMe,m.  zz.,.ex  Infus.  Humnli  tertia  quaq.  hora. 

3rd.  Hu  passed  a  restless  night  and  had  very 
little  fleep;  she  complains  much  of  weakness;  pulse. 
130;  she  has  not  b«en  sick  since  yesterday;  has  not 
tMm«  anything  but  barley  water  and  the  mixture, 
vhich  she  thinks  agrees  with  her.  She  says,  in  her 
^mer  pregnancies  she  has  never  been  a  single  day 
free  from  sickness,  from  tbe  very  commencement  until 
tl^  .day  of  her  confinemenu  Bowels  moved  once; 
nrine  rather  clearer;  the  uterine  pains  are  less,  and 
4ha  oan  now  lie  on  either  side  for  a  short  time ;  she 
^a  a  great  desire  for  food.  To  continue  the  mixture 
«ad  barley  water.  To  take  £xtr.  Hyoscyami,  gr.  iv.; 
MorphisB  Hydroohlor., gr.  J.,  hora  eomnL 

4th.  Worse;  passed  a  bad  night;  is  consUntly  sick, 
«ad  vomits  after  everything  she  takes;  pulse  136,  very 
Aeble.  She  has  passed  very  little  nrine  to.day ;  it  mostly 
comes  away  when  she  vomits ;  she  thinks  the  bitter 
miztare  does  her  good.  Continue  mixture  and  broth 
anjeotions.    To  have  a  little  boiled  matton. 

5th.  She  ia  rather  better;  has  had  less  vomiting; 
nrine  more  purulent;  she  is  a  Uttle  yellow,  and  bowels 
costive.  Ordered  PU.  Hydrarg.,  gr.  iv.,  hora  somni; 
and  continue  mixture. 

6th.  Worse;  vomiting,  returned;  very  weak.  To 
take  the  following :— R.  Qninin.  Disalpb.,  gr.  xij. ; 
Add.  Snlph.  dil.,  m.  xxx.;  Tinot  Aurant.,  os.  sa.; 
Aqutt,  02.  vss.  M.  Sum.  nnciam  quarta  quaq.  hora. 
Hanst.  Magnes.  c.  Rbeo  statim  snmend. 

7th.  A  little  better;  bowels  mofad  twice,  avacnattont 


8th.  About  the  same;  the  aterine  paina  inoraaael 
during  the  day,  and  at  night  she  was  deliverad  of  a 
five  months'  child. 

9th.  She  is  very  weak ;  pulse  quick  and  feeble ;  «h» 
has  not  had  much  lochial  discharge ;  is  stiQ  sick,  and 
baa  vomited  two  or  three  tiaies  to-day;  ufinescantjr 
and  purulent  Ordered  Sp.  Ammon.  Arom.,  dr.  j.,  e 
cyatho  Aquae,  qnarU  quaq.  hora.  Yin.  Rnbr.,  oa.  j., 
quartis  horis. 

10th.  Somellhing  better,  but  very  weak;  pnlae  very 
feeble.  She  has  not  been  so  sick,  and  has  kept  dewa 
the  wine  and  water,— also  a  little  beef  tea,  or  gmdL 
She  has  had  more  lochial  discharge,  and  has  expielled 
a  few  small  dots,  after  which  she  seemed  more  proa- 
trated. 

1 1th.  Worse;  vomiting  has  returned;  she  appears 
to  be  sinking.  She  complains  of  great  pain  aboot  the 
lower  part  of  the  belly,  and  tenderness  on  pressure. 
Ordered  warm  applications,  and  Tinct  Oplo,  m.  xL 
statim.    She  died  in  the  evening. 

Autopty,  eighteen  hours  after  death.— Slight  sugilla- 
tion  about  the  nates  only  ;  sinn  dark,  congested,  and 
cracked  on  right  hip;  rigidity  scarcely  percepUble; 
abdomen  sunk;  fundus  of  uterus  perceptible  extemallj. 

Tbe  abdomen  exposed  by  a  mesial  incision ;  no  trace 
of  inflammation  about  peritoneal  surface  in  any  part; 
no  agglutination— every  wheftit  was  c)ear,shfning,  and 
healthy ;  intestines  of  a  dark,  dirty  greenish  colour, 
especially  those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  gall-bladier, 
Which  were  deeply  tinged ;  they  were  smalt,  contrtHSted. 
The  uterus  filled  the  pelvic  cavity,  Its  fundus  rising  ti 
little  above  the  brim ;  bladder  small,  contracted,  and 
empty,  %ndin'fts  natural  potiHon  behind  the  pnbee, 
Uke  a  solid  flattened  body;  ffae  finger  passed  down 
between  it  and  the  uterus  to  the  neck  of  both,  alscr  the 
cnl  de  sac  between thh  litertis  and  the  rectum  was  of  n 
most  unusual  ddpth,  tetminAtfng  Tery  low  behind  the 
vagina.  On  the  anterior  part  of  the  eul  de  sac,  near  tbe 
bottom,  was  an  irregular,  black,  carbonaceous  spot  On. 
tin  anterior  surface  df  the  uterus  was  a  large  ctrenhtr 
pale  patch,  about  two  inches  and  a'half  in  diameter;  The 
uterus  oottid  b«  easily  turned  badkwaVds,  retroverted, 
and  passed  tifto  the  out  de  sac,  ttinoWing  this  circular  spot 
upwards.  The  appearance  of  tbe  tissues  before  removal 
was  natural ;  tbeperitoneum  in  each  cul  de  sac  aboet  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  had  a  spotted  greyish  appearance. 
The  pelvic  contents  were  removed  together,  insteding 
the  rectum  and  rulva.  On  cutfing' across  the  right 
ttreier,  c  thin,  dirty  yellowish  pus,  escaped ;  tiie  nreter 
Mm  mn«h  dilated;  the  left  kidney  Was  removed  wiOi 
die  ureter  entfre.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  right 
was  not  thus  removed,  as  in  it  was  tlie  chief  ae'at  of 
mischief. 

J9/!a(f^.— An  elliptical  piece  was  cutoutof  the  fundus; 
the  urethi'a  slit  up  anteriorly;  the  nipple  at  meatus 
prominent;  urethra  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  surface 
natural  In  Colour  to  the  neck,  where  it  became  altered. 
Along  the  mesial  line  posteriorly  the  mucous  membrane 
appeared  slit,  and  gradaally  to  separate  until  reaching 
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tlMiiMk)  wh«re  Ml  aperture  was  formed  uoder  an  arch 
of  plonglied«op  membrane,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  deep, 
•trtlefaed  aerois.  This  had  been  eridently  done  bj  the 
catelir,  though  not  Terjreeently,  as  the  edges  were  in 
elose  nnion  with  their  sabjacent  parts,  and  covered  bj 
cfnthefiim.  The  miicoas  lining  of  the  bladder  throngh- 
oat,  bat  especiallj  posteriori j» was  of  a  pnnotiform  and 
ipapolated  blaohish  gn^ ;  (these  spots  on  the  following 
day,  when  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  hj  the  incision, 
lisd  become  Jed ;)  the  membrane  sonpd  not  corrugated ; 
the  parietes  thick  and  firm. 

JTm^^^.— Left  beahbj ;  nreter  somewhat  enlai:ged 
«Bd  thickened  in  its  upper  pat^;  right  ixreter  through- 
ealeiUavgpd,  gndoaUy  Si^creasing  upwards,  also  thick- 
UDsdj  penrioos  to  t]|e  bladder  to  water,  not  to  probe, 
3t  eootianed  the  thin  matter  alieadj  noticed  ;  the  pelvis 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 
Rbpoet  ox  tkx  Comroii*. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Queen's  College,  held  ow 
Wednesday,  August  25th,  The  Right  Honouitble  Lord' 
Lyttelton,  the  Principal,  in  the  chair,  the  fol]o#ini* 
report  was  read,  and  on  the  motion  of  the  Hdaeurahle 
and  Rer.  G.  O.  Yorke,  seconded  by  C.  N.  NewdegAte^ 
Esq.,  M.P.,  was  nnanimousty  adopted  :— 

In  making  their  twenty-first  report,  your  CfMmeil 
rejoice  to  state  that  the  past  year  has  been  distittguiAed 
by  the  steady  progress  of  your  Institution  in  a  degree' 
which  its  most  sangume  friends  could  scarcely  have 
anticipated.  In  pursuance  of  the  address  to  the  pubHe 
issued  by  your  Couqcil  in  June,  1846,  a  depanm«fltf6r 
"improring  the  preliminary  edacation  of  ettsdents  i» 


of  the  kidney  was  not  much  dilated  -,  the  true  covering  I  medicine  and  surgery,  by  affording  to  them  the  adtan- 


of  ttie  kidney  was  thiok^and  the  sorronndiog  cellular 
lissM  unduly  adherent  and  condensed.  On  section,  a 
large  quantity  of  thin,  greenish  yellow,  purulent  matter 
•scaped  firom  many  cavities.  The  whole  kidney  was 
disorganised,  and  consisted  almost  of  a  series  of  dilated 
cysu,  (the  caSiees^)  communicating  with  tJie  pelris*  The 
wpper  and  only  had  a  sound  portion.  The  surface  of 
the  eafitiea  was  gmenisb*  dirty*  soft,  gflatinous,  rott^ 
.  l/itenis.«— Fallopian  tabes,  OTaries,  and  broad  liga- 
ments eongesjted^  soA,and  rotten;  a  small  cyst  hong  from 
the  lef^  Fallopian  by  a  pedicle  of  two  inches.  Both 
ovaries,  eapeeiaUy  the  ilght^  were  completely  disorgan- 
feed  m  aaeie  pulpy  mass.  In  the  broad  ligamtnt  near 
aadabont  the  left  ovary  were  some  yellowish  spots  and 
eireaks.  from  whieb*  on  puDctore,  pus  escapad.  The 
utems  waa  abeut  six  inehes  leng^  an4  four  and  a  half 
attottjite  pasietee  about  Oie  fundus  thick-  Iteonuined 
adet  banging  from  Iheaeat  of  the  plaoenia i  no  portion 
eipiaeantnittconnaetionwitbit.  Tbelinittg.«iembiane 
tMt  soft,  dark,  eongestedy  and  abont  tbeneckybtnwnishy 
nmM,  alaoalslongiiy;  and  poeleiiorljwnre  three  or  four 
3itte,>reand,  havd»  elevated  bodie%  the  siae  of  hemp 
Mid.  OttpanetQrea«learatnw.eo]oMedfioideMeped. 
3he  sloai^y  appearance  terminated  suddenly  in  the 
BMkaboiu  an  ineh  from  the  'Vi^a,  by  an  inwgulai^ 
tugged,  yet  well^efined  line  all  round.  TUa  ragged 
fiue'lbrmadthe  boundary  and  commenoeiMBl  of  the 
^MAlhy  nnoone  membrane  passing  into  the  «aglna(  it 
^louldbe  liAed  and  peeled  all  round,  and  was  cleaily 
<ke  thick  apitbeUnm.  The  vagina  was  eongseted,  bat 
talthy,  and  not  of  undue  lengdi* 

Theie  waa  nothing  particular  about  the  sigmoid 
^tetare  of  the  rsotoms  the  liTer  was  healthy;-  gaU» 
bladder  much  distended}  stomach,  empty,  eseopia 
^tDe  yellow  mueae ;  averted,  the  mueoas  surfaeoalong 
^  under  part  and  at  the  curve  was  a  beantifal  epecifl»en 
<>f  brightpUBCtUbrm  injection,  witbafisw  darkaMmntae.^ 
^  fiindtts,  and  towards  the  pylorus  it  had  a  yellow  tinge, 
^e  anterior,  or  upper  surface  waa  pale  throughout, 
Neither  injected  nor  tinged ;  the  whole  snrfkce  sound; 
PjrlofUs  natural.  Heart  and  lungs  healthy;  the  right 
lug  bad  in  its  upper  lobe  two  or  three  stony  bodi^ 
^  ^  site  of  peas,  and  had-  old  adhesions  in  the  npper 
^^  postertor  part ;  a  slight  paokering  on  afrnt  of  left 
l^g*  Brain  not  etaained. 


tage  6(  receiving  within  the  walls  of  the  C<Aege  early 
instruction  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  mathdmatics,  wllh 
the  modem  languages  and  the  sciences,"  wae  establisbed 
in  October  last,  and  has  ah*eady  produced  results  whicb-' 
are  highly  satisfabtory. 

The  number  of  students  registered  as  ttudying  at 
Queen's  College  within  the  period  comprised  between 
the  first  of  October,  1846,  and  the  present  date,  is 
fifty-three.  The  number  of  students  regfstered  as  betng" 
in  attendance  on  the  medical  classes  of  the  senior 
department  h  forty ;  and  of  the  students  In  attend* 
aace  on  the  dssses  of  the  junior  department  Hf 
thirteen.  Thirty-three  studerits  have  in  the  abort  pMbtf 
attended  the  medical  and  surgical  praetice  of  the' 
Queen's  Hospital,  and  seven  at  the'  General  Ho^nl* 
Of  the  students  in  the  senior  de|>artiihent,  tiiueleetl 
have  been  in  residence  within  the  waHs  of  the  Coltage  $ 
ten  have  been  residing  with  medital  praetilionen^  la 
or  near  Birmingham  ;  three  bate  been  IMog  wfth 
their  parents  or  guardiahs ;  fiiwe  have  been  in  l«d|ia|») 
and  one  stthe  General  HoSQital;  and  of  tw<>  the  resl* 
deuce  is  not  ascertained.  The  nnnber  of  sMdeMi 
entered  to  the  junior  department,  aUd-in  ttMmet 
with  the  College  tutors,  has  been  eight;  add  nUft* 
resident  students  in  the  sane  department  live. 

The  report  of  the  senior  resident  tutor  on  IMi  s«b* 
ject  is  as  follows : — **  A  spirit  of  ttal  and  kpfdieatfon 
has  pervaded  the  students  in  the  chtts  (t.e.  juhiot) 
departmeht,  so  that  all,  whether  gifted  with  aupeHeror 
inferior  abilities,  may  truly  be  said  to  have  improfed 
their  respective  ulents.  In  proof  of  this,  I  need  oiilt 
appeal  to  the  periodical  examinations,  and  to  that  i^ 
matriculation  which  has  lately  takeU  plaee  in  the  IJnl« 
versity  of  London,  at  all  of  which  the  knowledge 
displayed  by  the  candidates  was  very  crediuUto.  Th» 
prizes  in  my  depdrtment  have' been  wen  eoifteeted. 

The  mathematical  tutor  in  bis  report  states  f— ^*'Tle 
general  behaviour  of  the  students,  their  attention  and 
application  to  their  work,  have  been  as  MtiflMtOffy  is  I 
could  wish,  and  their  progress  on  the  whble  has  eom^ 
up  to  the  standard  set  them.  Some  have  shot  "far 
beyond  the  mailt,  whilst  others  again  hare  laHea  shbA 
df  it,  but  the  avera^  of  the  whole  is  good  and  abbve 
mediocrity." 

Tbb  medidd  tutor  rc'pofts ;— ^  The  conduct  of 
the  students  of  the  junior  department  kav  1i«ib 
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UDexeepttonable,  and  for  evideiice  of  their  general  pro- 
greoa  iii  tte  fttudies  which  it  devolvet  on  me  to  coodact, 
I  mutt  refer  to  the  manner  in  which  they  have  paned 
their  sesiional  examinations."  The  attendance  of 
<he  students  of  this  department  on  the  classes  of 
Ffeach,  German,  and  drawing,  has  been  less  satisfac- 
tory. It  will  be  at  the  option  of  the  parents  or  gnar- 
dians  of  the  students  whether  they  shall  attend  them 
or  not.  Sohfect  to  these  conditiona  the  attendance  of 
tiM  etodents  will  be  enforaed  at  the  sevmral  cUsses. 

In  ooiTobontioo  of  the  preceding  teitimony  by  tlw 
Mverai  tntors,  it  appears*  from  the  matricnlatioo  list 
of  the  University  oi  London*  that  of  four  stodenls 
pnmatltag  themadTes  in  July,  all  have  passed ;  one 
was  phMed  la  the  aeoond  division,  three  in  the  first 
•dSvfsion,  and  one  obtained  bononrs  in  chemistry;  and 
it  is  worthy  oi  remark,  that  one  of  the  students  refemd 
to  aa  having  been  placed  in  the  first  class,  in  July, 
1M7,  (Ednay,)  was  unacquainted  even  with  the  Greek 
oharaotars  in  the  preceding  October;  and  also  that 
the  atndeat  who  obtaioed  honours  in  the  chemical 
cxaaUnatioB  coaducted  by  Professor  Graham,  (Fr|ttr,) 
was- totally  naacquaiated  with  that  scieace  at  the  same 
date. 

As  regarda  gaoend  discipliae,  the  state  of  the  Juaior 
departaients  has  opon  the  wholefbcen  satisfactory. 
Someioftaacea  of  irregnUrtty  hare  required  the  lighter 
nstvaiats  aad  paaaUies,  to  which  a  lesort  is  auchoriaed 
«nder  the  bye  laws,  and  in  one  instance  it  waa  necessary 
for  the  weU*beuig  of  the  College  to  have  recourse  to 
the  grave  punishment  of  expulsion.  Wi^h  r^ard  to 
the  general  conditioa  of  the  College,  the  senior  tutor 
reports:— *<  It  is  permitted  to  me  to  speak  generally  in 
terms  of  high  co.mmendation.  The  system  framed 
for  tiia  govwament  of  the  Coll^ga  is  so  clear,  and  the 
ipirit  of  the  students  has  been  so  uniformly  respectful 
aad  observant,  that  I  have  experienced  much  less 
trooUe  ia  the  diiehaiyo  of  my  dutiee  than  I  could 
•neaoaably  have  expected.  "The  chaplain's  register,  kept 
by  me,  ahowa  that  the  attendance  at  Divine  service 
haa  been  very  good,  aad  the  attendance  of  the  students, 
both  aeaior  and  junior,  at  the  theological  lectures,  has 
been  qaite  satisfactory." 

The  firat  important  question  which  came  under  the 
4»niiideratioB  of  your  Council  was  the  following  com- 
nnaication  addressed  to  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  by 
the  Regiatrar  of  the  University  of  London,  notice 
having  been  given  by  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
•Univemity,  of  his  intention  to  aubmtt  fy  the  considera- 
tioaof  the  Sonata  the  following  series  of  propositions  :— 

"That  all  candidates  for  the  B.A.  degree  shaU  be 
axamiaed  either  ia  oae  of  the  books  of  the  Pentateuch, 
in  the  original  Hebrew,  or  in  oae  of  the  four  Gospels, 
or  the  Acta  of  the  Apoatles,  in  the  original  Greek*  and 
also  in  Scriptuie  history. 

*<  That  with  regard  to  ihis  exaipination,  the  follow- 
ing regulations  be  adof  tcjd  :— 

''1st*  Thata.hoasd  of  examiaersin  these  subjects  be 
conatiteted,  to  consist  of  aot  fewer  then  five  persons. 

''  2nd.  That  the  examination  be  conducted  wholly  oa 
paper. 

"3rd.  That  aU  passages  aad qnestkiaa peoposed  for 
Mitjrxamiaatioa  of  the  caadidatcs  be  submitted  to  the 


vhole  board  of  eianwaeni,  and  that  aa  pisssgn  er 
qoestioB  be  datenained  on  unless  it  liave  received  the 
sanction  of  a  mi^oittyof  at  least  four  oat  of  five  of 
them. 

"4th.  That  none  of  the  questions  fixed  upon  be  of  a 
doctrinal  nature,  and  that  ao  question  be  so  pat  ss  to 
require  aa  expreasioa  of  reUgioas  belief  «a  the  pait 
of  any  candidate^ 

"  5th.  That  a  priated  paper  be  placed  before  esch 
candidate,  having  oa  one  aide  the  passsgcs  tslietBd 
from  the  Hebrew  text,  with  questions  rektiag  to  the 
(Hd  Teataaaeat  oaly;  aad  oa  the  ether,  pamsges 
selected  from  the  Greek  text,  with  qaestions  rekthig 
to  the  New,  as  well  as  the  Old,  Testament;  sod  that 
candidates,  without  being  asked  any  vivd  eeos  question 
on  the  subject,  be  allowed  to  ehow  whichever  side  of 
the  paper  he  may  tUftk  proper. 

"6th.  That  no  answer  nor  traaslatiaa  givaa  by  any 
candidate  be  objected  to  on  the  gronndtif  UseBprsssiog 
ai^  peculiarity  of  doctrinal  view,  provided  alwsji 
that  it  be  deeoroaa  in  tone  and  language. 

"  7th.  That  no  candidate  be  declared  not-  to  have 
passed,  except  with  the  consent  of  at  least  four  oat  of 
five  of  the  examiners. 

''The  opinion  of  the  coostilnted  authofities  of 
Queen's  College  is  requested  thereupon." 

After  mature  deliberation,  the  following  reply  from 
your  Principal  was  unanimously  approved  and  adopted. 

Hagley,  March  601, 1847. 

Sir,— Your  communication  4o  Wm.  Sands  Coz,  Esq., 
Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Queen's  College  Birmhighssi, 
of  date  Nov.  1 1th,  1846,  on  the  suljjoct  of  certain  pro- 
positions relating  to  a  proposed  examination  in  serip- 
tnral  subjecta,  through  which  aU  candidates  for  the 
B.A.degvBe  in  the  Uaiveral^  of  London  ahoold  pais, 
apoo  whieh  the  opinion  of  the^aatjioritigs  of  Qoeea's 
College  waa  roqaeatsd,  eaaie  before  tiie  Coaneil  this 
morning,  and  I  am  empowered,  as  Principal  of  ths 
College,  to  send  to  you  the  foUowing  reply  to  that  com- 
muaioation.  I  regret  that  by  soom  mistake  it  was  not 
brought  before  the  Council  at  an  earUer  period.  The 
essential  principle  of  the  ooastitution  of  Queen's  CoUego, 
ia  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  the  present  .question,  is,  that 
the  students  who  are  admitted  within  ita  walls  for  the 
purpose  of  reoeiving  classicalt  mathematioal,  and  pro* 
fessional  Instruction,  shall  also  receive  religious  ia- 
stmction,  and  be  subject  to  religious  discipline,  accoid- 
ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Chnrcb  of  England.  This 
last  provision,  however,  may  be  taken  rather  as  wb*' 
appeared  to  the  Couneil  to  be  the  n#ce««ary  mode  of 
giving  effect  to  a  general  principle,  than  in  itMlf  con- 
stituting such  a  general  and  fundamental  principle. 

That  general  principle  then  is  this  e— That  the 
rsUgious  charactsr  ia  essential  to  the  very  idea  of  a  com- 
plete education,  or  rather  to  education  itself  whea 
rightly  understood.  Assuming,  therefore,  tlHS  principle 
to  which  the  Couneil  oonsidors  itself  pledged  by  the 
very  constittttion  of  the  College ;  looking  at  the  exprss- 
sf4  intention  of  the  Charter  of  the  Uoiversity  of 
LoadoUf  of  aasasiBg  a  regalar  and  liberal  couise  of 
edueatioafor  the  atuddat,  for  whom  it  provides  degnss; 
aad  coaslderiag  the  present  state  and  praotios  of  tlis 


QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM. 


499 


3= 


UftlvwiMy  of  London  ia  tliis  fwpect,  the  Cooaeil  of 

Qmoii*«   CoDogo  fool  th*t  they  eftonuC  do  odionriie 

thuk  rooognise  in  tho  projected  rognUtioos  an  inpfo? o- 

aient  tfpoii  titet  lUto  and  pnotioo.    At  the  Mine  linie, 

wbilo  tho  Cornell  fiel  nnabte'to   giro  an  opinion, 

•wht/UbKf  there  umf  not  be  oircvmetnttoef  ouending  the 

poiltion  and  consHtodon  of  the  Unireraitj,  which 

vendert  any  fnitber  mevevent  In  the  dinctlon  of  the 

propoeod  elMnt*  ittpoirtble,  they    feel   honnd,  in 

Aoeoniaaeo  with  the  eonetitotlon  of-  their  own  College* 

to  itHo  they  can  only  look  on  the  regttlaiioDs  aa 

pwiontlng  an  impert^ct  approziaalloii  to  what  they 

cmaider  etaential  to  a  tonne  of  fogular  and  liberal 

edaeation.  '   « 

i  hftf  e-the  hononr  lo  be.  Sir, 

¥onr  ohodiont  eerw  ant» 

B.  W.  BolliaMif  fieq.f    -      <     .  LYXJfiLTQN. 


Tonr  Conndl  bate  sinte  learnt  that  the  proposed 
Tognlations  were  not  mbttfitted  to'  die  Senate  of  the 
University. 

Tho  next  important  subject  to  Vhlcb  yonr  ConnoH 
bave  to  direct  yoar  atteatioD,  is'  an'  es|)ecial  ^oailk^ 
of  Royal  favour,  conferred  on  the  College  iv  the 
grant  of  a  Snpplemental  Charter  of  Incorporation, 
1%  bad  been  soggsetod  by  yoor  great  benefactor  and 
Vliltory  and .  it  appeared  to  yonr  Coanoil  desirable, 
that  the  Crown  shonid  be  petitioned  for  additional 
powers,  in  order  to  give  permanency  to  yonr  extended 
system  of  cdncatton,  which  system,  in  respect  'of 
tnstroction,  in  addition  to  all  the  departments  6t 
medicine  and  surgery  before  tanght,'now  embraces  a 
wide  range  of  literature,  science,  and  art,  together 
with  lectores  on  the  doctrines  and  dntles  of  Christianity 
according  to  the  teaching  of  the  Cfanrch  of  Ehgland, 

It  had  farther  appeared  to  the  Coancil  desiraBIe;  to 
endeavonr  to  obtain  consolidation  of  tbe  union  between 
the  Collegfi  and  the  Queen's  Hospital, by  incorporating 
tbe  Hospital  with  tbe  College,  the  Hospital  having 
been  erected  upon  resolution  of  yonr  Council  in  1814. 
On  a  petition  founded  on  these  views  and  recently, 
presented,  Her  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
confer 'on  your  Principal  and  Council,  powers  to  hb 
"  able  and  capable  in  law  to  take,  purchase,  and  hold 
for  the  use  of  tbe  said  Queen's  College,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Queen's  Hospital,  in  Birdiingham,  any  goods,^ 
chattels,  and  person&l  property,  whatsoever ;  and  shall 
mlso  be  able '  and  cajjable  in  law,  nottrithstanding  tbb 

0 

atatates  of  mortmain,  to  take,  purchase,  and  hold  to 
them  and  their  shcceSsors,  not  only  all  such  lands, 
buildings,  hereditambnts,  and  posiesslons,  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  exclQst?eIy  used  for  the  sites  antl 
immediate  purposes  of  the  said  College  and  Hospital 
respectivelyj  but  also  for  the'  use  and  m'afntenanca  6t 
€he  said  College,  any  other  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  and  possessions,  whatsoeter,  not  exceed* 
ing  the  annual  value  of  £2500.  And  also  for  the  use 
tmd  maintenance  of  the  said  hospital  any  other  lands 
tenements,  hereditaments,  and  possessions  whatioevtc» 
not  exceeding  the  cnnnal  tiQne  of  £9000." 

To  give  perpetual  succession  to  ihe  Council, '    ' 
The  Lord-Lieutebaal  of  ihe'Coiinty  of  Wahriclc. 


The  High  Sheriff  of  tho  Coan^  of  Waiwiok. 
Tho  Dean  of  the  Cathedral  of  Woroaatar. 
TI^Arohdeaoon  of  tho  Arcbdoaooniy  of  Covoatiy. 
The  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Birmingham* 
Tho  High  Bailiff  of  tho  Manor  of  Birmingham. 
The  Reotor  o(  Saint  Martin,  Birmingham. 
The  Rector  of  Saint  Phillip,  Birmingham, 

[hnvo  boon  appointed  by  tho  Crown,  iot  Iho  time  being 
respeotivoly,  by  virino  of  their  napeotiva  offieaa,  mom* 
base  of  tho  Coanoil.  To  give  oncoiiragaBBdnt  to  aoclk 
ias  manifest  diligence  and  acqnifoment  in  thair  re« 
spaetive  stndies,  the  Council  have  reeeivad  under  tho 
charter  the  power  to  elect  such  aa  hold  •  diplMM  la 
medicine  or  snrgery,  or  are  gradnatas  in  medtoiae^  laa^ 
or  arts,  or  sach  members  of  tho  Birmingham  Royad 
School  of  Medieino  and  Sargery,  to  the  honowaUo 
distinction  of  ^  Fellows,"  with  such  powera  and  privl. 
leges  aa  may  be  delermiiiad  upon  ivam  tina  to  time» 
nnder  tho  bye-laws,  and  in  connection  "•with  thia 
privilege^  the  Council  deem  it  espeeiaUy  inenmlMBit  on 
them  to  oaU  the  atlentioa  of  the  wealthy  frienda  of 
education  to  tho  fact  that,  by  thair  Charters,  they  ase 
enabled  to  accept  on  behalf  of  Ihe  said  CoUega, 
gifts  and  endowmenta  to  a  large  amonat,  for  pBomoting 
particular  objects  of  odneation-«via.,  by  the  foandatioii 
of  Scholarships,  Exhibitions,  and  Fellewahips^aBd  it  is 
lioped  ihat  ere  long,  anch  may  be  eataWiahed  to  aasiat 
the  stndies  of  the  deserving  student. 

It  oQght  to  be  gmtafnlly  recorded  by  yonr  Coaneil» 
that  tbe  whole  of  tlio  heavy  expenees  attendant  on 
obtaining  the  sapplemental  charter,  have  been  deftayed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Waroeford,  yonr  Visiior,  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  Law,  yonr  Yico-Principal. 

In  reference  more  particularly  to  the  senior  depart- 
ment  of  the  College,  your  Council  reports  that  it  haa 
very  fully  maintained  its  former  character.  l*he  pr6. 
fessor's  records  of  the  attendance  at  the  ciasses, placed 
on  the  table  at  the  Monthly  Boards,  have  aAinMd 
proofs  of  diligence  and  regularity,  and  the  class  exami- 
nations have  been  favourably  noticed  by  the  examineia. 
As  a  mark  that  the  students  themtelres  have  appre- 
ciated the  importance  of  the  system  of  moral -and 
religious  discipline  provided  in  the  College,  the  Cdoncil 
cannot  forbear  mentioning  that  asQbsoriptlon  hak  been 
set  on  foot  among  them,  and  nearly  completed^  Ibr 
placing  a  window  of  painted  glass  in  the  College 
chapel. 

Some  new  suggestions  as  to  the  residence  and  dlsol- 
pline  of  the  non-rodent  aludents  have  Men  adopted, 
in  accordant  with  the  report  bf^a  sub-committee,  aa 
follows  :-^<*  Non-resident  students  will  be  admitted  to 
either  department,  to'  reside  with  their  parenia  or 
guardians,  or  with  a  relation  or  friend  selected  by'thdr 
parents  or  gnardians,  and  appfovM  by  the  Council. 
The  senior  students  iHll  be  sdlowed  to  reside  inlbdginga 
approved  by  the  senior  tutorand  Bean  of  tlie  Faonlty^. 
The  senior  tutor  and  Dean  of  the  Facility  are  authorised 
to  enquire  into 'the  habits  and  general  condtfbt  of  tho 
ont-stndents  at  their  respective  rBiideiioes;and  to  report 
to  the  Council  thereapon  at  the  end  of  every  tern. 
Out-stndenf)t,  if  in'embers  of  the  Church -of  England' 
Will  be  reqaired  to  attend  Difine  Sertiei  eteiy  Sandiy 
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in  the  College  ohapel,  nnleee  the  parent  or  guardian  of 
the  stndent  requetts  the  attendance  of  each  student  at 
hia  own  place  o(  worship.  If  the  stadent  he  attached 
to  any  other  commanioni  he  will  be  expected^  attend 
at  the  place  of  worship  helonging  thereto  every  Sunday. 
Non-resident  students  will  he  allowed  to  attend  the 
weekly  services  at  the  College  chapel,  and  to  dine  in 
the  College  hall,  either  regularly  or  occasionally,  on 
giving  such  notice,  and  paying  such  sum,  as  shall  he 
fixed  by  the  Council." 

In  furtherance  of  the  great  object  of  completing 
the  system  of  collegiate  discipline,  and  with  a  view  to 
induce  the  utmost  possible  number'  of  students  to 
hecome  resident,  it  appears  to  your  Council  to  he 
highly  desirable  to  complete  the  College  rooms,  and  to 
erect  a  theatre  for  lectures,  laboratory,  and  gymnasium, 
•according  to  the  original  pla^s  of  the  College,  furnished 
by  your  able  architects,  Messrs.  Bateman  and  Drury,^ 
at  the  earliest  period  that  shall  be  practicable;  and 
the  Council  have  again  the  plessing  doty  of  recording 
that  Dr.  Wameford,  in  his  unvarying  desire  to  promote 
the  great  ends  of  the  College,  has  generously  contributed 
to  that  object  the  sum  of  jC500.,  which  has  been  placed 
tn  the  account  of  **  a  building  fund.**  Miss  Burdett' 
Cotttts  has  further  added  the  handsome  donation  of 
XIOO.  The  Council  has  much  gratification  in  record- 
ing also  that  the  Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's, 
has  enrolled  hfs  name  in  the  list  of  Honorary  Goremors, 
«nd  has  contributed  a  donation  of  £20.  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  College. 

Ip  order  to  protect  the  College  buildings,  your 
Council  have  found  it  necessary  to  obtain  an  injunction 
from  the  High  Court  of  Chancery  against  the  Directors 
of  the  Birmingham  and  Stour- Valley  Railway  Com. 
pany,  whose  operations  in  forming  their  tunnel  have 
injured  your  property. 

Some  changes,  such  as  from  various  causes  must  from 
time  to  time  occur,  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
Collage,  have  talcen  place  in  the  last  year.  Dr.  Tilley  has 
retired  from  illness,  and  Mr.  Shaw  has  been  elected  in 
his  room  to  the  chair  of  Chemistry,  an  appointment 
from  which  very  high  expectations  are  justly  enter- 
tained.  Dr.  Sandys,  from  a  change  of  residence,  has 
also  resigned  the  office  of  Physician  to  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  which  has  been  filled  up  by  the  election  of 
Dr.  Wright,  who,  like  his  predecessor,  has  pledged 
himself,  *' after  a  reasonable  time  for  preparation,  to 
teach  in  the  College  any  department  of  medical  edaca- 
tion,  upon  a  request  to  that  effect  from  the  Council  and 
Professorii,  provided  such  department  should  not  be 
inconsistent  with  the  province  of  a  physician." 

But  few  additions  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year  to  your  mu^ums,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
•ecEponsea  attendant  on  the  extension  of  the  College 
system;  but  an  application  was  made  to  the  Radclifie 
tmsteas  for  a  grant  to  promote  the  objectsof  your  College, 
whiobi  although  not  successful  at  the  present  time,  it  is 
hoped  will  eventually  be  of  service^  and  enable  yoar 
Cponcil  to  purohase  philosophical  i^paratus,  and  expen- 
bIvo  books  ot  plates,  &c.  Your  Council,  under  these  cir ' 
omi^tiiieesy  have  only  been  able  to  vote  a  very  limited 
towwdi  th«.partfuMe  of  the  p«tholo({ic«l  nuiMim 


ot  the  late  Dr.  Felfx  Thfbert;  but  In  the 
prosecution  of  that  object,  the  Dean  of  the  hMd^ 
has  been  promised  already  material  asaistanoa  ituk 
the  patrons  and  friends  of  your  College. 

In  the  library  of  medical  science,  there  hu  beeane 
material  change  within  the  year;  to  the  library  ef 
general  literature  your  generous  Tice-Prlncipil  h» 
added  to  hia  former  oontrihatlon  upwards  of  800 
volumes. 

[The  report  here  bears  merited  testimony  to  the 
exertions  in  behalf  of  the  College,  of  th4  Ft^jnI, 
Lord  Lyttleton;  the  Vice-Princfpal,  Mr.  ChaifaeDor 
Law ;  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  Mr.  Sands  Cor;  the 
several  Tutors,  and  Masters;  and  in  conduifon  stt- 
nounces  the  award  of  prices.] 

<ION|0»  BSFAKTMEMT. 

Prizet  mmtarML  mttk§end  0ftkt  HHmltr  Sismn^ 

Classics,  W.  H.  Fryer,  Coleford. 

Mathematics,    A.  Wall,  Stratford-on-Avon. 
C*hemi8try,        W.  Edney,  Craig  KHmainocIc 

PrizeM  awarded  at  the  end  of  the  Summer  Session. 
Theological  Prize, 


Mathematical  Tutoi's 
Medical  Tutor's  Prize, 


oi's  Prize,  J-W. 
►rize,  } 


H.  Fryer,  0»leigil 


SBNIOa  DEPaaTlCBNT. 
Prizes  uwarded  at  the  end  of  the  Winter  Session, 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Peter  H.  Bird,  London. 


Surgery, 
Practice  of  Physic, 

Certificate, 
Materia  Medica, 

Deaioastrator'a  Prize, 


A.  H.  Paterson,  Stourbridge. 
Peter  H.  Bird,  London. 

—  Brown. 

—  Moore,  Halesowen. 

JG.  Hodges,  Ludlow, 
P.  H.  Bird,  Londoo. 


Prizes  awatded  ol  the  end  of  the  Stanmer  Setsion^ 
Chemistry,  T.  C.  Lane,  Grosmont 

Bota  ny,  Thos.  Lowe,  Birmingham. 

Forensio  Medicine,    H.  T.  WhitUe,  Leamington. 
Certificate,       O.  W.  BarraU,  Birmingham. 

The  prize  of  five  guineas,  offered  by  T.  £.  Pincy 
Esq.,  for  the  best  examination  in  German,  has  bssn 
obtained  by  £.  A.  J.  Wilkinson,  Northleaeh.  The 
prize  of  five  guineas,  ofiered  by  Dr.  Smith,  for  the  baft 
examination  in  the  French  language,  haa  been  decided 
in  favovr  of  Mr.  Stead. 

Mr.  Ireland,  of  Malmsbury,  and  Mr.  Laae,  of 
Grosmont,  have  this  year  gained  the  Wameford  scholar- 
abips,  by  regularity  at  chapel,  ganeral  good  condoot, 
and  auooessful  examination. 

The  Wameford  gold  medals^  the  Jepbaon  prise  ef 
twenty  guineaat  *>^  ^^  ^^^  medals  offered  by  Fn- 
fessors  Daviea  and  Cox,  for  the  best  elinieal  reports  of 
medical  and  snrgieal  oaaes  treated  a  the  QaeenSi 
Hoepital  in  their  praetiee»  are  stiU  under  consideFalioo. 


PATHOLOGY. 

The  foUoviof  conuaanication.  is  ooutainad  ia  ^ 
CTfliM  MtMk^  Um  tf .  Bailliiaer,  phyiidaa  t» 


GENERAL  RBIIlOSPECl*. 
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t)i«  Salp^tri^.    Theie  it  •  form  of  paraljsis  met  with 
,  uioog,  «a4  appmrentlj  confiDed  to,  the  intano,  bat  one 
which  preeenU  ttany  featoree  of  great  interest  both  to 
thephjcldan  and  pbytiologist,  and  to  the  intellectaal 
philosopher.    It  has  been  a  qaesiion  among  aatbors, 
whether  the  disease  commences  with  the  disorder  of 
hileliigence,  or  bj  the  lesion  in  the  movements.    M . 
Bsillaiger  sajs,  the  error  of  those  physicians  who 
regard  the  lesion  of  the  movements  as  rarely  preceding 
ths^  of  the  intelligence,  lays  in  this^— that  they  have 
sot  paid  safficient  attention  to  the  passing  symptoms  of 
psialjsis.    A  patient  is  attacked  with  cerebral  con- 
gestien  and  loss  of  consciousness  ^  when  he  recovers, 
some  embarrassment  is  noticed  in  his  speech.    This 
syaplom  rapidly  fades  away,  bat  after  some  hours  or 
some  days  a  dolirious  state  of  the  mind  sapervenes, 
marked  by  a  predominanoe  of  ambitious  ideas.     The 
looatic  now  examined  presenu  no  difficulty  in  his 
speech ;  and,  as  yei>  no  feebleness  of  the  lower  limbs  is 
sotioeable.    AHer  som»  months^  a  year,  or  even  more^ 
evident  symptoms  of  general  paralysis  off^r  themselves, 
either  spontaneously,  or  after  a  fresh  attack  of  cerebral 
co^gsstion.    AU  the  cases  of  this  description  are  set 
down  as  those  where  general  paralysis  is  conseoative  to 
inielleetnal  disorder.      To  view  them  thus  appears 
vTong,  for  the  lesion  of  movement  marks  the  onset  of 
the  malady,  althoagb  it  rapidly  passes  away.    Some- 
tioBes,  indeed,  the  lesion  of  motion  is  still  less  marked, 
for  there  msy  be  but  attacks  of  giddiness  and  partial 
insensibiHty,  liable  to  frequently  recur,  but,  neverthe- 
less, followed  by  the  development  of  those  ambitious 
notions  which  characterize  the  unsound  mind  in  general 
psralysis.    In  short,  then,  a  disorder  of  the  intellect 
often  precedes   the  permanent  establishment  of  ibe 
symptoms  of  general  paralysis;   but  it  is  itself,  in 
slmost  all  cases,  preceded  by  short-lasting  lesions  of 
movement. 

The  contrary  opinion,  held  by  many,  is  explicable, 
from  the  following  reasons :— 1.  They  have  not  dis- 
tiogaished  between  the  passing  and  permanent  lesions 
of  the  movements.  2.  The  slight  lesions  of  moUon 
are  often  suspended,  or,  so  to  speak,  masked  in  excited 
patients.  3.  In  most  cases  the  aceoants  given  b^ 
friends  have  been  trusted  to,  whereas  they  should  not  4. 
The  slight  signs  of  paralysis,  which  occur  among  some 
patients  at  irregular  intervals,  have  been  overlooked. 

This  question  aa  to  the  priority  of  the  lesion  mani- 
fested at  the  beginning  of  general  paralysis  being 
>^ed,  there  is  yet  another  respecting  the  order  in 
vhich  the  symptoms  disappear  in  those  cases— very 
Tsre  thongh  they  be— in  which  an  improvement  takes 
place,  or  still  more  rarely,  recovery.  When  an  amelio- 
ration  of  the  symptoms  of  general  paralysis  takes 
place,  it  is  not  alike  in  the  two  kinds  :  the  disordered 
intsIUgence  disappears,  but  the  paralysis  persists  or 
declines  much  more  slowly  than  the  former. 

General  paralysis  never  arrives  at  its  last  stage 
without  the  enfeebling,  or  even  the  abolition,  of  the 
^tsQigence;  but  there  sre  nnmeron's  cases  in  which 
delirinn  is  waifHifg.  ddoh  patTents  are  no  mote 
^dtiiSs  than  are  those  apoplectics  ulib  fall  tnto  a  stafo 
^  Mittttia.    The  pttfe  md  BimpKs  dboUtfoir  of  the 


intelligence  and  mania  are  twp  things  quite  di  Airent. 
In  one  case  given  by  Bayle,  the  patfeat  answered 
questions  raitionally,  and  appehred  eeBslMe  of  Ua 
onfortunaCe  sitoadon ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  general 
paralysis  had  lasted  three  months  that  deliriam  enper- 
vened.  In  another  case  the  patient  only  suffered  Arom 
a  great  defect  of  memory,  talking  with  remott,  but 
repeating  the  same  inquiries,  and  thus  continued  till 
death.  These  cases  are  more  flrequent  than  is  generaHy 
thought.  We  may  say,  then,  that  general  paralysla 
may  exist  without  delirium. 

The  facts  indicated  will  go  to  esUbMeh  the  foBew- 
ing : —  I.  That  in  general  paralysis  lesions  of  movement 
most  fVequently  precede  the  signs  of  loss  of  iotelligeooe. 
2.  That  the  defect  of  intelligence  ceases  ^yefore  the 
disappearance  of  the  symptoms  of  paralysis,  when  the 
dUease  tends  to  a  cure.  3.  That  general  paralysis  may 
exist  in  many  cases  without  deNriom.  And  they 
establish  the  opinion,  that  the  lesion  of  movement  ia 
the  primitive  and  principal  element ;— 4hat  the  mental 
alienation  is  a  secondary  phenomenon,  but  absent  in 
many  cases;— that  mania  and  general  paralysis  are 
independent  and  distinct  maladiee. 

SURG£RY. 

OM  TBB   BEST  MODE  OF  OPBIIIKO  CtRTAfW  SBSeBSSBB. 

Or*  Hargrave  criticizes  the  ordinary  practice  of 
opening  abscess  in  the  groin  by  an  incision  parallel 
to  Poupart's  ligament.  He  states  that  in  this  case 
the  lips  of  the  wound  are  never  at  rest,  being  con- 
tinually displaced  by  the  movements  of  the  abdomen 
and  by  the  motions  of  the  thigh,  which  movements 
cannot  be  entirely  prevented  by  the  best  ad|jnsted 
bandages.  These  unpleasant  results  can,  he  observes, 
be  always  obviated  by  opening  the  abscess  by  an 
incision  at  right  angles  to  Poupart's  ligament.  By  this 
practice  the  abscess  is  fully  evacuated,  the  lips 
of  the  wound  assume  an  oval  figure,  they  remain  in 
repose,  not  bsing  affected  by  the  abdominal  movements, 
and  when  the  incision  heals,  the  mark  is  scarcely 
apparent. 

There  are  certain  deep-seated  abscesses,  occasionally 
met  with  in  localities  rendered  dangerous  by  the 
proximity  of  large  vessels,  such  as  the  calf  of  the  leg, 
the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  the  neck.  Dr.  Hargrave  atks 
w|ien  the  abscess  is  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  irom  the  surface,  between  the  thick 
saperficial,  and  deep  layer  of  muscles,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  popliteal  space,  are  we  to  cut  boldly 
down  to  the  matter,  as  is  advised  by  some  surgeons  t 
Dr.  Hargrave  thinks  not,  but  recommends  instead,  that  a 
careful  examination  be  made  along  the  extetnal  and 
internal  part  of  the  leg;  and  if  the  abscess  points 
Externally,  to  make  the  incision  parallel  and  posterior 
to  the  fibula,  which  will  allow  of  the  separation  of  the 
mhscles,  and  pttnctnre  of  th^  abscess  without  rislr. 

In  opening  abscess  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  in  which 
the  matter  has  a  tendency  to  pass  through  the  meta- 
tarsal  spaces,  and  to  point  on  the  dorsum  of  the  foot, 
h^  advises  that  the  pns  be  evaonated,  not  by  a  divect 
puncture  through  the  sole  of  the  foot,  bat  by  ideisinc 
•long  the  otiter  edge  of  the  foot,  near  thtMhneCllairsal 


JM 


O^NBRAL  RETROSPECT. 


teie»  vImii,  Iij  dividing  the  salgaceDt  tissae^  the 
very  centre  of  the  eole  of  |he  foot  may  be  reached 
withoat  danger  of  woonding  any  important  part — 
Dublin  MeSeal  Prets,  June  2,  1847. 

on.  MHcoAet'e  anattfttom  tciB,  ymnco-rkBiMM^ 

FfttTULa. 

The  peenUnrtty  of  this  openHon  ooniiatt  in  attaching 
Hht  two  eidee  of  the  abdominal  opening  firmly  tegelliery 
on  the  principle  of  the  tongae  and  gffMvei^  eo  a$  to 
get  four  raw  enrfacee  into  contact  and  thai  increaee 
the  chances  of  anion  by  first  intention.  The  operation 
is  thns  oondacted :— • 

HaTing  exposed  the  orifice  by  a  Charriere's  specnlami 
from  which  the  sliding  blade  is  removed*  the  first 
object  is  to  split  ap  the  posterior  margin  of  the  fistnla 
to  the  depth  of  half  an  inch,  with  a  sharp  pointed 
bistoniy;  the  edges  of  the  other  lip  are  then  qared 
•eil^  so  as  to  bring  it  into  a  wedge  shape,  first  reverting 
it  with  a  blant  hook«  and  trimming  off  the  vesipal 
inacoaa  membrane  with  the  curved  scissors,  and  then 
detashing  the  vaginal  mneona  membrane  in  like 
asannerf  to  the  breadth  of  three  qaartera  of  an  inch, 
along  the  whole  extent  of  the  lip*  This  is  a  diflcult, 
but  important,  part  of  the  process.  The  next  object 
is  to  insert  the  raw  wedge  or  tongae  into  the  groove 
of  the  opposite  lip  of  the  flslnia,  and  to  retain  them 
In  appoeitfon.  This  is  accomplished  by  a  peculiar 
antnre,  which  the  operator  calls  the  ''plastic"  The 
threads  are  passed  with  short  sharply-carved  needles; 
n  fine  catheter  is  then  passed,  and  cold  applied  to  the 
vnlva  to  moderate  re-actlon.  Sabseqoently  sulphate 
of  zinc  iojecUons  are  used.— Afetftca/  Examiner,  Hay. 

anifui   MBTaoD   ov   bxtbactiko  pins  oa  ot«xk 

SHAEP  BOVIBS   FftOM  TBB  O&BTH&A. 

M.  Boinet  relates  two  cases  in  which  the  patients^  in 
introducing  pins  into  the  urethra,  under,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  prodaoing,  venereal  excitement,  had  allowed 
them  to  escape  from  their  hands.  In  eaoh  case  he 
was  enabled  to  extract  them  by  the  following  simple 
process:— 

He  first  passes  a  finger  into  the  rectum,  if  necessary, 
or  presses  it  against  the  lower  part  of  the  urethra,  so 
as  to  form  a  point  of  resistance  to  the  bead  of  the  pin ; 
he  then  bends  the  penis  directly  over  the  point,  and 
forces  the  latter  out  through  the  walls  of  the  urethra; 
the  pin  is  then  seised,  and  readily  extracted.  No 
ii^nrious  consequences  followed  the  perforation  of  the 
urethra  in  the  cases  related.-->^0Kni.  4e«  Conn.  Mediety 

MIDWIFERY. 

VICBEATION  OF  TBB  CBBVIX  UTBBI  A  CAU9B  OF 

▲BOBTION. 

Dr.  H.  Bonnet  has  placed  a  communication  in  the 
Zoace/,  with  the  ol^ject  of  vindicating  himself  from  the 
charge  of  having  only  incidentally  alluded  to  the 
above  cause  of  abortion,  which  is  brought  against  him 
in  a  woric  recently  published  by  Mr.  Whitehead.  Or. 
Bonnet  clearly  shows  that  he  had  somewhat  stfsnglj 
insisted  upon  the  above  lesion  as  a  cause  of  abutlleB, 
and  that  It  had  been  still  earlier  commented  vpon  by 
Boya  do  Loory,    (This  latter  author's  remarka  may  ba 


found  In  Dr.  Ranhing's  «  Half-yeaily  Abrtfae^*  vol  % 
p.  172.)  His  paper  concludes  with  the  followtag  piope* 
sitions,  which  hs  had  previoosly  pnblUhed  la  tbe 
Lancet  of  last  December. 

1.  Inflammatory  ulceration  of  the  ntorloe  nsskisBot 
an  uncommon  disease  In  the  gravid  ntenis,  altboagb 
hitherto  overlooked. 

2.  When  this  disease  eklsls  In  the  pngnant  stste, 
iu  symptoms  are  the  same  as  In  the  noa-pregasat 
female,  bat  obscured  and  modified  by  prsgnancy. 

S.  It  is  a  fluent  cause  of  dieoidend  healdi  daring 
pregnancy,  or  of  **  laborious  ptfegnattey."  It  Is  sbo 
one  of  the  most  frequent  causes  of  abortion,  both  hi 
the  early  and  the  latter  months  of  piegnane^.  It  msj 
occasion  abortion,  either  direetly,  by  reflex  aotioa,  or 
indirectly,  by  giving  rise  to  disease  of  the  ofom  or 
pisoenta,  or  to  uterine  haemorrhage. 

4.  The  Instrumental  examination  of  femalee  Isbeir- 
fog  under  Inflammatory  nfoer^lteD  of  the  eervixdoriag 
pregnancy.  Is  unattended  with  any  risic^eitfaor  to  tbi 
mother  or  to  the  ftetns ;  and  It'ls  alMDlBte|y  nesemiy, 
in  order  not  only  fully  to  recognlxo  Clie  disssse,  Int 
also  to  treat  it. 

5.  The  treatment  of  these  forms  of  uterine  iaflsa- 
motion  must  be  governed  by  nearly  the  eame  rolos  ia 
the  pregnant  state  as  in  the  non-pregnant  ststs.  A 
properly  conducted  treatment  is  nearly  always  tocceiifel 
in  preoerviug  the  life  of  the  child  and  the  intoxritjof 
the  pregnancy,  as  well  as  in  curing  the  iudaoinistoiy 
and  ulcerative  disease.  It  is  also  the  onlj  mesas  is 
possess  of  warding  off  the  imminent  danger  of  sborfioB 
to  which  the  patient  is  exposed. 

fi.  This  form  of  nterine  inflammation  beiog,  gom- 
roUy  speaking,  the  cause  of  those  repeated  andsaccesiiTe 
miscarriages  which  prevent  females  giring  birth  to  s 
living  child,  it  is  only  by  curing  it  that  we  can  iiopo  to 
make  them  bear  the  product  of  oonceptioo  to  its  foil 
period. 

7.  The  serious  inflammatory  and  hfemorrhagic  ijnp* 
toms  which  sometimes  follow  abortions,  are  geoersUy 
occasioned  by  unrecognized  inflammatory  ulceration  of 
the  uterine  neck.  On  investigation,  it  often  becoMi 
evident  that  this  disease  existed  prerious  to  tba 
abortion,  and  occasioned  it.  The  same  remsrk  sity 
apply  to  some  coses  In  which  the  above-mentionfli 
symptoms  precede  and  follow  labour  at  the  fall  (iae> 
as  ulceratve  inflammation  of  the  cervix  in  the  pregniat 
state  is  by  do  means  necetsarify  followed  by  abortioo. 

8.  Although  ioflammatory  ulceration  of  tbe  ccftiK 
seems  generally  to  be  a  cause  of  sterilUj,  yet,  ss  will 
appear  from  the  above  essay,  there  are  fineqo*"* 
exceptions  to  the  rule.  In  some  females,  the  tondencr 
to  beoome  impregnated  is  so  great  that  no  amount  of 
uterine  dlseaae  appears  to  prevent  conception  tsUsg 
place. 

MATERIA  MEOICA. 

BFFBCT8  OF  COFFEB  ON  8ULPBA1B  09  QVIMO** 

M.  Desvonves  having  made  known  the  fsctthili> 
aqueous  infusion  of  roasted  coffee  destroyed  tbe  UO^ 
taste  of  aolphate  of  quinine,  (a  fact,  by  the  by,  wUflk 
haa  been  long  known  in  Martinique  and  elsevktiO 
ML  Mtttitt  VM  of  opiBtono  that  mmm  taiwill'** 
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flhoald-  be  lukd  on  iht  natore  of  tb«  re*aeUoii  of 
Ihooe  two  labttcnces  on  oacb  otbor,  before  medieal 
men  employed  coffee  u  *  Teblolt  for  qainine*  and 
•ooordingly  made  tome  ezperimenu  on  tbem.  On 
Biziiig  ibe  qainiae  in  powder  witb  coffee  a  re-acflon 
wu  inatantlj  earned ;  part  of  the  solphate  of  qainine 
aaitad  wilh  tbe  tannin  of  the  coffee  with  which  it 


fonned  an  losolable  compoond ;  another  portion  of  the  '^^  ta  me,  a»  to  « tbe  leatber/'  iince  tbe  Doctot  bas 


aalt  nnited  with  the  fatty  oil  and  vegetable  extractive 
Into  a  paalj  niata;  and  a  third  portion  combined  with 


4he  frM  mM«  »1m7«  foand  in  l.tadon  of  co(r«e.    M. '  *-»^J*o  «"• «»  be  ever  brushed  off-^t  U  indeUble! 


Martin  found  that  coffee  was  not  the  only  infasion 
that  ptecipitaled  the  eolations  of  sulphate  of  qainine ; 
tea  also  formed  insoloble  compounds  with  it«  and  a 
Aiarbed  Affeienoe  could  be  perceived  in  the  action  of 
tills  mixture  fipm  that  of  infasions  of  indigenous 
flants.  Tbe  infbsioa  of  tea  of  good  quality  contains 
mush  taanin,  aa  is  shown  by  a  few  drops  of  a  solatloti'' 


of  onlpbate  of  qainine,  whUe  Uie  precipitate  is  almost'  win  be  to  meet  physicians  in  eensdtation. 


nntbing  whett  added  to  adulterated  tea. — Joum.  de 
Ckime  M^eah. 

TOXICOLOGY. 

YOIBONIHG  FBOM  SWALLOWmo   rBnCCSSION-C4PS.    * 

Mr.  Foster  relates  tbe  case  of  an  infant  aged  four, 
teen  months^  who  appeared  to  be  sinking  fast  from  the 
effects  of  some  perenasion-caps  which  it  had  been 
observed  to  'swallow.  Tbe  eyes  had  a  bellow  glazed 
appearance,  with  great  heat  in  tbe  epigastric  region, 
mnd  coldness  of  the  extremities.  The  bowels  had  been 
profusely  purged ;  vomiting  was  excited  byipecaeuanha, 
bat  this  appeared  to  prostrste  the  child  so  much  that  it 
was  checked  by  a  laadanam  injection.  An  alkaline 
porgative  was  then  giren  to  neutralize  the  acid  which 
might  be  present,  and  la  an  hour  the  child  became 
tranqoll.  The  next  day  several  percussion-caps, 
deprived  of  their  folminating  material,  were  found  in 
tbe  stools. — Medical  Examiner,  June,  1847. 
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ffO  TBB  BDITOR  Or  TRB   PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AMD 

aU&GiCAL   JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

The  qnestion  at  issue  between  Dr.  Shearmsn  apd 
nyself  respeciiog  the  Medical  Registration  Bill  is  simply 
this:— With  regard  to  medical  men  who  have  not  a 
license  to  practise  generally,  would  the  intended  legaliza- 
tionof  them,  as  general  practitioners,  by  Mr.  Wakley's 
billy  end  by  the  Institute,  amount  to  the  same  thiog? 
No  one  can  answer  in  the  affirmative,  for  they  are  two 
very  different  plans ;  whilst  four  questions  will  occur  to 
every  one  after  reading  the  Doctor's  letter  in  your  number 
of  May  21st.  1.  Do  not  the  third  and  foarth  **  reasons*' 
signify  tbst tbe Conneil  of  the  luslitute are double&ced, 
and  do  they  not  impugn  their  principles  ?  2.  Does  not 
the  ooncloding  part  of  the  letter  impeach  their  ability  as 
a  managing  committee  ?  3.  Does  not  the  publieatioD  of 
that  letter  abnse  and  revile  the  Coondl  of  tbe  InsiilatPf 
And,  4,  does  not  the  Doctor  by  the  letter  give  me  the  Ml 
choice  of  every  style  of  reply  ? 

It  is  quite  immaterial  what  aMw«s  Dr.  Shearman  or 
I  ffife  to  thflM  quflitioiit ;  you  readeti  will  judge  for 


themselves  respecting  them,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the 
respective  motives  of  a  member  of  tbe  Council  of  tlia 
Wovineial  Assoetation*  and  a  member  of  the  Coundl  of 
tbe  Institute. 

Thefwea  of  a  quMatm  u  dependent  upon  iu  exact 
and  perfect  adaptation,  and  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
Deetor'a  f|uoiattgns  have  a  tu  greater  affinity  to  himself 


said  **  that  beeause  the  Council  differ  from  him  in  opinioii 
tbey  do  not  think,  rightly,"  the  leather  adheres  tee 


Although  a  foretaste  of  Secretary  of  State  Medical 
Legislation  hu  been  quite  sufficient  to  satisfy  me,  yet» 
I  cannot  object  to  Dr.  Shearman's  desire  to  see  such 
legislation ;  for  we  may  readily  agree  to  differ  in  opinion 
(if  he  will  agree,)  respecting  this  matter,  as  well  as  with 
regatd  to  the  best  means  for  obtaining  certain  ends. 

It  appears  to  me,  thst  tbe  more  efficiently  general 
practitioners  are  edoealed,  the  morn  eble  iMdviHtog  they 


Tbe  Cbancil  of  the  Instiiuir,  as  •  body,  haive  not 
noticed  any  groundless  effusioM)  and  the  oonsaqnenect 
have  been,  that  great  numbers  have  been  ausled  upon 
dSflbreat  points ;  the  subjeet  of  medieai  politics  has  been 
involved^in  mystery,  and  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
nnnecesnryaad  useless  wtitiog-aad  printing  >  however. 

Magna  est  vecilss  et  prevalehit, 
mere  assertions  ase  not  arguments,  and  our  thanks  are 
due  to  Dr.  Shearman  for  having  displayed  his  ioabtUtj 
either  to  prove  a  single  charge  against  the  Council,  or  In 
advance  any  tenable  argument  against  the  establishment 
of  the  Institute.  Moreover,  I  think  he  has  done  much 
to  show  that  the  establishment  of  a  National  Medical 
Institute  is  essential  for  the  future  respectability  and 
welfare  of  the  profession,  as  well  as  for  the  raqniiementt 

of  the  pubKc. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  very  truly, 

July,  1847.  W.  ALLISON. 


fnc&ual  inteiUgmce. 


THE  LONDON  AND  PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL 

DIRECTORY. 

By  the  time  our  present  number  reaches  the  hands  of 
our  subscribers,  they  will  have  or  ought  to  have  received 
the  anuual  circular  from  the  Editors  of  the  above  work. 
The  importance  of  such  a  publication  to  the  medieai 
community  cannot  be  questioned,  and  we  therefore  hope 
the  feeling  will  be  general  in  the  profession  to  co-operate 
with  the  Editors  in  makiog  it  correct,  by  acceding  to 
their  wishes  in  reference  to  the  interrogatories  contained 
in  thflii  drculais. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

W.  Dashwood  Kingdon,  Esq.,  M.D.,  has  been  elected 
Resident  Medical  Superintendent  to  the  St.  Thossat* 
Hospital  for  Lunatics,  near  Exeter,  in  the  room  of  Lake 
Ponsford,  Esq.,  resigned. 

Mr.  John  Marshall  has  been  appointed  to  the  office  ot 
Demonstrator  at  University  College,  Londoot  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Phillips  Potter,  dMeaaed. 
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MISCELLAKEOUS. 


M.  Pabois,  (d*AmteDiO  has  been  elected  Secteltry 
to  the  Acadeny  of  Medirine,  Paris.  The  uiiMieecsAi 
cMdidatet  were  MM.  Royer-Oollavd,  R^eill^Piriae, 
M^lier,  Boasqaet,  Remraldio,  and  Boavdon.  At  theflrat 
sctiftioyy  the  nmnbers  wefe^  fof*"* 

M.  Rojer  Collard    ....    27 
M.  Dnboia 24 

At  the  second  scroiiny — 

M.  Royer  Collard    -    -    -    .    42 

M.  Dabois 41 

As  neither  of  the  candidates  had  yet  obtained  a 
majority  of  the  votes  present,  a  third  scratioy  was  then 
bald,  when  the  numbers  were,  for— 

M.  Dobois 56 

M.  Royer  Collard      -    -    -    -    43 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday*  Aagnst  20, 
1S47 :— S.  G.  Bbttsfield  ;  T.  A.  Roarers ;  W.  H.  Cook ; 
E.  6.  Sfoclair;  W.  A  Roche;  R.  E.  Jones;  M.  A. 
Levan ;  M.  Halley ;  E.  C.  Corran  ;  R.  Gonn;  J.  Newton ; 
v.  G.  Jones. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Monday,  August  23rd:..>W. 
L.  Cashel ;  R.  T.  Spark ;  C.  Ferraley  ;  T.  W.  Croaae ; 
R.  Abercrombie;  J.  M.  Camplin;  M.  J.  Booth;  C.  T. 
'W^gstaff ;  W.  O.  J.  WoUasioo ;  B.  F.  Matthews. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  August  12. 
1847  :-^Benjomin  FieMio^  Matthews,  Bedford ;  Joseph 
Maldon  Dempsey ;  Thomas  Green^  Grassmere. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Thursday,  August  19.«.»T.  Hunter, 
R.N.,  Budleigh  Saltertoo,  •  Deron ;  M.  F.  Bush, 
Trowbridge;  S.  Griffiilh ;  J.  Simmonds  Nedham, 
Leicester. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Thursday,  August  26!h  :— Thos. 
Morris  Ward,  Ollerton ;  Patrick  Downey,  York ;  William 
Hand,  Northwich ;  George  Alfred  Rhodes,  Wakefield ; 
Sherard  Freeman  Sutham,  Craoford,  Middlesex; 
William  Emerson. 


OBITUARY. 


Died,  Aug.  9tb,  at  Edinburgh,  Andrew  Combe,  M.D. 
Dr.  Combe  was  the  author  of  several  highly  esteemed 
works  on  Popular  Physiology  and  Hygiene,  and 
deseryedly  respected  by  bis  numerous  friends,  and 
by  his  professional  bretbren, 

Aog.  10th»  at  CoodoDstown,  of  fe?er,  David  Barry, 
Esq.,  M.D. 

Aug.  17th,  at  Lakeview,  Mountnugent,  of  fever, 
Thomas  Draper,  Esq.,  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Dispen- 
sary  and  Fever  Hospital  of  Ballymachugh,  Caran. 

Aug.  20th,  at  Roscommon,  of  fever,  Stephen  H. 
Btowne,  Esq.,  M.O.,  Surgeon  to  the  lofirmarj  and 
Gomily  Gaol,  Roscommon. 

Aug.  26tfa,  at  Oiford,  aged  47,  John  Wootten,  Esq., 
M.D.*  of  Balliol  College,  PhyaieUn  to  the  Baddifib 
Infirmary. 

Aug.  28th,  Kenrick  Watson,  Esq.,  of  Stoorport, 
F.R.C.S.,  one  of  th«  earliest  members,  tad  a  member  of 


the  CooDcU,  of  the  Piovindal  Medical  and  Soigfeal 


Sept.  let,  in  Gloucester  Place,  aged  74,  Sir  Rieharl 
DobeoB,  M.D.,  P.R.S.,  Ac,  Inspector  of  Hospiub  and 
Fleets,  and  a  Knight  of  the  Foreign  Orders  of  8t. 
Vladimir,  and  of  Dannebrog. 

Lately,  at  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  Sir  J^ 
Hamme*,  M.D. 


BOOKS  RECEIVES). 

A  Guide  to  the  Use  of  the  Buxton  Waters.  By 
William  Henry  Robertson,  M.D.,  Physieian  to  the 
Buxton  Bath  Charity.  Fonrth  Edition  revised.  Lendoa  r 
Churchill.    1847.    pp.  32. 

The  Consciousness  of  Right  and  Wrong,  a  iist  Test 
of  the  Plea  of  Insanity  in  Ciimioal  Cases,  dbo.  By  C. 
Lockhart  Robertson,  M.D.,  Medical  Staff,  altadnd 
to  the  Bflliiary  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Yiownth,  Ac 
Edinburgh.  1847.  $vo.  pp.  18. 

Health  of  Towns  and  of  London  Aasodalions.  Ua* 
healihinesa  of  London,  and  the  necessity  of  Remedtal 
Measures,  &c.  By  Hector  GaTio,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E.» 
Lecturer  on  Forensie  Medicine  at  Charing-CrossHospitsl 
&c.,  &c.    London  :  Churchill.     1847.    8vo.  pp.  69. 

The  Microscopic  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  io 
Health  and  Disease,  &c.  By  Arthur  Hid  Hassall,  F.L.S., 
&c.    Part  X.    London :  Highley.    1847. 

On  the  Structural  Relation  of  Oil  and  Albnoien  in  the 
Animal  Economy,  and  on  certain  Physical  Lawscoa- 
nected  with  the  Origin  and  Development  of  Cells.  By 
John  Hughes  Bennett,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  &c,  &c.  (Raid 
to  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  April  19, 1847.) 


ERRATA. 

Page  456,  col.  1,  line  14  from  foot,  for  measure  parted 
read  manner  secreted ;  line  10  from  foot,  for  A^sio- 
rrhag'ia  read  menorrhagia. 
Page  466,  col.  1 ,  line  16,  for  natural  read  mutual. 
Page  467,  col.  1,   line  5,  for  represetUaticn  read 
representative* 

Page  458,  col.  2,  in  Mr.  Higginbotton's  paper,  On  (be 
Use  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  in  Erysipelas,  the  quantity  of 
water  employed  in  the  solution  is  erroneonsly  stated  st 
four  ounces  instead  of  four  drachms.  The  prescription 
should  stand  thus :— . 

R.    Argenti  Nitratis scr.  ii. 

Acidi  Nitrici gtt.»j. 

A  qnse  destillatie dr.  if 

M.   FiatSoluUo. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

CommnmeatioBs  have  been  received  from  Mr^Priebaid; 
C.  A. ;  an  Admirsr  of  Zeal ;  Mr.  F.  Bnckell ;  Mr. H. 
Clatk ;  Scrutator ;  Mr.  Daniell ;  Dr.  CampbeU ;  Mr. 
H.  B.  Pickess. 

A  London  Snrg«on.— The  Conneil  Priae  is  opsa  fo 
general  competition,  and  not  confiaad  to  neaibsrsof 
the  Association. 

The  eontinnation  of  the  report  of  the  proeeedhigi  tt  tbs 
Annoal  MeeUog  of  the  Newton  Branch  will  be  giM 
ia  the  next  nanber. 
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THE  LAW  OP  THE  MORPHOLOGY  OR  META- 
MORPHOSIS OF  THE  TEXTURES  OF  THE 
'  HUMAN  BODY. 

lFoi«fth  Srriti  of  Eiptrimental  Btiiarthu.) 
Sr  WiuiAM  Addkon,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Malrern. 

iConebidti /T«m  pegt  343.) 
"It  were  ditfiDccfal,  with  this  moit  ipicioni  >nd 
■dminblc  rcilm  of  axton  htlore  ut,  wbei«  the  reward 
ertr  eiceedi  the  promiK,  did  we  uVe  the  report!  of 
otfaen  upon  tniil,  md  go  on  coiniDg  crude  problemi 
out  of  then,  apd  on  them  banging  knott)-  and  captioai 
and  petty  diipnUtiona.  Nature  hertelf  ii  to  be 
■ddreaaed ;  the  paths  she  ihowa  qs  are  to  be  botdlf 
trodden  ;  for  thtn,  and  whilst  we  conjolt  onr  proper 
■emes,  from  ioferior  adnocing  lo  superior  lereli, 
■ball  we  penelrale  at  length  into  the  heart  of  bar 
n>TStCTiea."—  H  ab  v  it. 

Ikplamuatiok.—  {Omtinved.) 
The  texture  cortring  the  outer  and  front  part  of  tbe 
eT«-b>ll  is  lermed  timka  iwgtitKtita,  and  ia  ranked  as 
a  mucous  membrane.  Anslyted  with  a  microscope,  it 
is  fonntl  in  it>  natural  and  adult  condition  lo  be  a 
thio,  elastic,  transpareDt,  and  simply  fibrous  texture, 
aparingt;  supplied  with  blood  Teswls.  (Fig.  I.)  Bnt 
in  its  embryonic  or  growing  itale,  numerous  nuclei  and 
corpnacoUr  forma    are  dispersed   amuog  tbe   fibres, 


Fig,  '.~KBtTi<nt  lessela  iu  the  Ibigoi  (exwia  «t  tbe 
.•doll  co^cUia. 

N«.  i«,Sepiemi.trZ!,  1G4;. 


especially  along  the  ioierlor  margin  of  the  walla  of  the 
DDlrient  Tcssela.  {Fig.  II.)  Tbt  fluid  excreted  [hr 
this  teitorc  in  health  is  very  small  in  quantity,  merelf 
sufficient  to  moixten  the  eye,  and  iDore  resembling 
water  than  mncBt. 

Cas>. 

Ajtawwflft'x  ^  lit  T^mittt  On^imetiM :  PanJtnt 
QpA(Aahsia.^A  labooring  man,  aged  twenty>«eTeit 
jeara,  applied  for  relief  from  punilent  opbthalinl» 
in  tbe  Mt  eye,  which  had  existed  aeren  dayi.  Tbe 
eye-lids  were  eloaed  and  much  swollen,  and  npoo  my 
opening  them,  a  large  quantity  of  thick  white  matter 
escaped.  On  ezamication,  the  cornea  appeared  almoct 
buried  beneath  a  Tcry  red  texture— a  fungosity  "hating 
a  kind  of  fiesby  appearance,"  into  which  the  nUural 
texture  Just  described  bad  became  transformed. 

With  a  pair  of  curred  scissara  t  cut  off  a  portion  of 
this  red  and  flesh-like  mass,  tbe  patient  at  the  time 
compUioing  of  contidentble  pain.  The  texture  thna 
remored  was,  upon  trial,  found  to  be  strong,  elaatic, 
and  not  leaiable ;  and  on  submitting  it  tc 


MORPHOLOGT  OF  THB  TEXTDRES. 


with  the  microscope,  it  mi  foaad  coapeMd  of 
BoB«ro«  Wood  TBMdi  contiiailHt  the  niml  ralk^A' 
c«loarl«M  pHticlM,  umI  of  fonr  dbtiBct  ileaAto.t— > 
coknuieM  cell*,  fibret  of  diffiertiit  kindi,  iqaiiW 
■utucr,  uti  molecule).  Tlie  toburltu  etlli  grMtlf 
f r«4omiiiated,  occapfiDg  tba  intenticei  of  the  fibrts. 
thef  were  filled  irilh  moleculei ;  aod  Id  (ome  th«re 
wti  ODe,  [n  olhen  two  or  three  larger  nnindeif  or  D^ ' 
putidn  termed  MnM,  witk  e  dark  or  liffat  «pM  in 
tbfir  centre.  Of  ikaa  mtaiti,  it  «u  iMponibWM  ^^, 
which  were  natunLl  uijl  belonged  lo  the  normil  ca«^-: 
tution  of  tbe  celli,  and  which  were  ipuriout,  or  fonned 
•ubaequentLf  to  ihe  remorel,  bj  the  corrugiiioo  of  ijie 
sroleculu'  elementi;  and  of  the  dirk  aod  light  ipoti 
tna   in    the    centre    of  tbeie  nuclei,   I  could  not 


deiwmiM  wkich  1 


9  reftwtiM  end  wUck 


.ThejUrMwen  of  two  lundaf  thji  one  aBfletal 
^eiiUcal  wilb  tlMU  lecn  in  Ibc  ueoUr  teitnre^  ud 
in  the  fibrillated  protoplaama  (buffy  coat)  oflbebloodi 
ibe  other  thicker,  with  a  double  Datline,ind  tennisatiiij 
tn.  or  ipringiog  from,  a  cell  at  iti'eitrcmitf.  With  a 
tlttte  can  I  obtalaed  a  good  TieW  of,  aad  wn  aUe  » 
4kMfbra  coniidetahle  dietaM*.  aniB»«f  tba  iMllMor 
.ihewaiili,  withafowct  750.  Th^  eaatf  or  wiUi  wen 
comparatiTelr  verj'  thick— that  ii  to  uy,  tbej  were 
on  either  aide  twice  or  three  tjmea  the  breadth  of  d» 
■lender  blood-coluniD  gtill  viiible  in  their  iateiior. 
They  were  conipo«d  of  the  four  elementa  before 
meotioned— rix.,  coloarlna  eeUi,  Bbret  of  two  Und^ 


Flf.  ril.~-7eiteh  Id  (he  InSuned, 
and   nioleculea.      (F^g.  3}.     No  diatinctioo 


luld  te  drawn  between  tbe  Gbrei  of  the  coata  of  Ibe 
Tenelsand  of  tbe  more  diitant  texture;  and  hwaa  I 
imponible  alao  to  diibngniab  any  difference  between  i 
the  c<donrle«a  cell*  etill  riiible  in  the  blood,  and  iboie  , 
nf  the  coat!  of  tbe  veiaeli  of  tbe  texture  diatant  from  : 
the  vetsela,  and  of  the  white  opaque  eicrelion,  except  ' 
it  WBi  obgeired,  that  ibe  cells  at  the  inner  margin  of 
tbe  veiaela,  those  neareit  to,  or  in  actual  contact  with, 
the  blood  column  were  amaller,  and  had  auuller  nuclei 
than  thoae  at  the  outer  margiD  of  the  veweli,  aad  of 
tbe  puraleiit  excretion. 

Id  Ibia  exanple,  then,  there  waa  an  increased 
■cdDcai  and  raicuUrity,  an  energetic  nntritiTe  activity, 
•■d  new  nutritive  clement*  conatituting  tbe  phe- 
nomenon  termed  inflammation.  The  physical  and 
vital  ptopertie*  of  the  texttur  being  at  the  aame 
time  exalted  and  not  diminiahed ;  for  the  tuture 
waa  not  brittle,  but  equally,  if  not  more  atrong, 
«lMtic,  and  ontaarable  than  before ;  it  wai  sot  leaa  but 
toon  Mnaible  and  impatient  to  the  imprataioiu  of  light 
«iid  t4wch.  Mid  tbe  nieroMopic  aDalyauproredtbatita 
swcUiBg  in  growtk  wu  due  not  to  any  rctrogtade 
dunga  or  traniformatioo  of  the  natural  fibroui 
^l)MiitB,butto  the  inercaiediiiuntitj  of  blood  l»tbe 
■ew  TOMb  ud  th«  new  ceU-eleiMnli  ioicnpeiKd 


tbickened  coajnncilra,  (penlei 

I., 


It  ii  onneceaaary  to  give  any  account  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  caie  wbicb  reiulled  in  "  the  injared  e;e 
being  reatored  lo  ita  natural  state  /'  and,  (ai  befOR 
observed,  with  reapect  to  the  fractured  bone,}  the 
organ  being  reatored  to  ita  natural  itate,  the  meia- 
moiphoiis  waa  natural ;  and  being  natural,  it  wu 
alao  conformable  or  regular.  During  the  progreaa  et 
the  cure,  (that  ii  to  say,  during  the  return  of  aa 
abnormal  DUtritiTe  activity  and  an  irregular  morphology, 
to  normal  nutrition  and  a  regular  morpbologyj  tbe 
following  events  and  changes  were  noticed ;— The  eye 
became  lea*  impatient  of  the  imprenion*  from  toBch 
and  light  i  tbe  awetling  or  fulloeu  of  the  eyelid* 
diminiabed ;  the  qoaatity  of  opaque  white  natter  dii* 
charged  waa  leu,  and  the  red  and  fiesh-like  texture 
dimiaisbed  in  bulk,  and  daily  became  paler  and  lev 
Taaculari  tbecolonr  of  the  discharge  at  the  ame  tuna 
altetedi  tta  wIuteDeaa  and  opacity  diminished;  itwa* 
nore  ttauparent  and  mncot-like,  then  thinner  aai 
more  watery,  the  bter  at^ea  of  tbe  diaiiniahing  v«> 
.jsularity  and  excretion  being  man  npidlj  piMti 
(hiough  than  the  former. 
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I  hKvt  aroided  multipljnng  fact%  abont  wlH^^hera.  I  tli^f hjiteal  and  rital  prof erties  «f  a  feztura,  and- the 
eaa,  I  think,  be  no  reaaonable  qoettion  raked  § -and'  jC«netiMi  of  theoiganof  whiek  it  fornix  part..  Thus  ia 
taking  therefore  this  case  aa  .Qrpicaly  it  ftiraiibet  i|i* '  .tetenniation  of  the  l^ng,  (pnenmonlai)  the  teactan  oC 
tdligible  grounds  of  dittinction  betireen  inflarninator^  Hi2nneofthe  inflamed  lobnlea  is  denser,  and  quite  aaoehe«* 
and  scrofulous  diseases,  and  a  rationai  explanation  wiiy  'rent  as  the  normal  tezture,gniting  against  the  edge  of  the 
the  former^  as  a  class,  are  susceptible,  of  cure,  w^b  knife  like  a  fibro-cartilaginous  texture,  the  morphokigy 
•n  return  of  healthy  function,  and  why  the  latttiv  .aa  ,  being  of  the  abnornudly  ascending  order,  whilst  the 
a  diss,  are  so  difficult.  But  fifst  let  us  notiee  adre  Sectare  of  other  lobules  is  soft,  brittle,  and  almost 
particularly  the  points  of  relation  or  identity,- a|idf'punflent*'  fa  both  conditions  the  air-cells  are  filled  up 


then  the  essential  distinctions  between  inflammattbn' 
and  scrofula.  Both  inflammadon  and  scrofulous 
diseaWMi  are  found  in  the  same  textures— in  liring 
fasenlar  textures,  in  which  a  nutritife  action  or 
metamorphosis  is  already  going  on ;  in  both  there  is 
a  more  or  less  increased  supply  of  blood,— an  increased 
number  of  new  ressels,— a  new  uutritiTC  energy,  and 
new  cellular  or  protoplasma  elements;  these  being 
*the  points  of  relation  between  inflammation  and 
scvofulons  disease.  The  essential  points  of  distinction 
are,  that  in  inflammation  the  natural  elements  remain, 
the  new  biood-ressels,  the  increased  quantity  of  bloOd, 
and  the  new  nutritire  elements,  being  interspersed 
among  the  normal  elements,  which  do  not  undergo 
any  essential  change,  or  retrograde  transformation; 
on  the  contrary,  the  microscope  proves  .that  their 
amount  is  increased  rather  than  dimioisbed ;  and 
experience  declares  that  the  vital  properties  of  the 
texture  are  exalted.  Whereas  in  scrofulous  diseases 
the  microscope  proves  that  the  natural  elements  of 
the  affected  textures  are  changed  and  disappear,  the 
new  vessels,  the  increased  supply  of  blood,  and  th^ 
new  nutritive  elements,  establishing  a  morphology  of 
a  different  kind,  and  of  a  lower  grade  than  that 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  normal  elements, 
bones,  cartilages,  fibrous  and  the  coherent  parenchy- 
matOQS  textures,  being  reduced  to  highly  vascular  and 
energetic  fungosities,  or  villous  corpuscular  textures^ 
•excreting  abundantly  early  protopiasmatous  and  cor- 
puscular forms,  to  the  prejudice  and  destruction  of 
the  higher  natural  elements,  experience  at  the  same 
time  corroborating  the  testimony  of  the  microscope, 
by  testifying  to  the  gradual  disappearance  of  both  the 
physical  and  vital  properties  of  the  affected  textures. 

Hence,  therefbre,  in  inflammation,  when  the  nutritive 
energy  and  its  accompanying'  phenomena  have  been 
snbdued  by  appropriate  treatment,  the  normal  elements 
not  having  been  destroyed,  again  resume  their  accus- 
tomed appearance  and  healthy  functions;  whereas, 
in  scrofulous  diseases,  when  the  abnormal  nutritive 
energy  has  been  subdued,  there  are  no  longer  the 
requisite  normal  elements  to  resume  their  usual 
appearance  and  healthy  function.  Hence  the  difficulty 
of  curing  these  diseases;  and  why,  when  cured,  we 
meet  with  opacities  of  the  cornea,  scars  upon  the  skin, 
stiff  joints,  deformed  bones,  shortened  fingers,  and 
'puckering  in  the  lungs.  Bat  in  the  morphological 
^•tndjr  of  disease,  it  is  necemry  to  diitiBgnish  between 


tnd  obliterated,'  and  both,  therefore,  tbongh  differing 
essentially  in  their  morphological  types,  are  equally 
incompatible  with,  and  destructive  of,  the  respiratory 
function. 

XV.— Sthenic  and  Asthekic  iNrAMMATiov: 

ACVTB   AND   CrKONIC   DiSXASBS. 

In  the  case  of  inflammation  of  the  outer  texture  of 
the  eye-ball  Just  related,  the  normal  fibrous  elements 
preserved  their  integrity,  and  the  new  corpuscular 
elements  accumulated  by  the  nutritive  energy  were 
discharged,  or  thrown  off  in  the  excretion.  But  now 
we  have  to  enanine  analytieally,  other  instances  of 
inflammation  in'  which  the  abnormal  corpuscular 
elements,  from  the  situation  of  the  part  affected,  cannot 
be  excreted,  but  become  organised,  assume  a  morpho* 
logy,  and  constitute  adventitious  texture  upon  the 
normal  structure. 

"  In  no  part  of  the  organism*'  says  Hassi,  "are  the 
organized  products  of  inflammation  more  marked  than 
upon  the  free  surface  of  the  pleura,  where  we  meet 
with  solid  and  fluid  matters  of  every  gradation  and 
variety."* 

The  first  appearances  of  inflammation  of  the  pleura 
consist  in  a  congested  state  of  its  blood  vessels,  which 
are  seen  congregated  here  and  there  in  dense  though 
delicate  nets  beneath  the  still  transparent  membrane, 
which  now,  however,  speedily  loses  its  smoothness  and 
transparency,  becoming  thicker  and  more  dull.  At 
numerous  points  the  bright  red  colour  deepens ;  these 
points  are  somewhat  prominent,  and  crowd  together, 
being  encompassed  with  a  progressively  enlarging  lone 
of  congested  blood-vessels.  The  first  rudiments  of  aa 
adventitious  product  now  become  perceptibly,  the 
points  originally  reddened  presenting  little  dull  white 
or  yellowish  spots,  which  rise  above  the  serous  suiCace^ 
and  often  veil  the  inflammatory  redness  so  thoroughly 
that  it  requires  a  practised  eye  at  once  to  detect  it. 
During  the  above  proceeding  in  the  serous  membrane, 
the  areolar  texture  between  the  fasciculi  of  the  inter-i 
costal  muscles,  and  also  that  between  the  pulmonary 
lobules,  is  distingnisfaed  by  an  increased  vascularity, 
and  iu  interstices  are  filled  with  a  half-fluid,  half« 
gelatinous  effusion. 

H A88B  describes  the  adventitious  products  of  inflam« 
mation  of  the  pleura  under  die  following  heads  :«^Tke 
gelatinous,  the  conditional,  the  pnruleat,  and  the 
tabercukr. 

•  •'  ratkoleglcai  AsatQuiy/'  3x4.  Ed,,  IHl,  p,  Uli 
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.]»«U  «Mtt  of  JBtMm— ti—  of  the  plevn,  aget^- 
.ammfnimt  it  iwidily  ditmed  ftvtvieb  the  coital 
-•■d  pglMoayy  fiirf»oei»  blood*fWMto  form  in  it  with 
flwpririiif  r»piditj»  and  wlicre  tho  twoawfiiew  approach 
Oich  ^ther,  a  few  dajpa  appear  aaficieat  to  dfect  a 
lolofihly  ^tm  coalition  hetvcen  them. 

ThB  comUtpmalpnAieii  coniiat  for  the  moat  part  of 
If  feral  homogeneons  or  elac  diatinctlj  different  layers, 
lof  dyanTeatinf ,  and  adherent  to,  the  pleom.  They 
leac  eiuuly,  and  diq^y  a  paendo*fibroaa  teztarei 
Their  anrface  directed  to,  and  adherent  on,  the  pleura, 
cqrreaponds  in  character  to  that  memhrane ;  but  their 
iree  torface  C^ciog  the-  cavity  of  the  pleura  ie  ninally 
aofi,  and  displays  a  fiUons  fabric.  When  these  con- 
ditional products  are  present,  the  cavity  of  the  pleum 
usually  containa  a  oonajderable  amount  of  either  a 
light-brown,  or  a  reddiab,  or  else  a  floccnlent  fluid, 
bearing,  it  wonld  icem,  a  cloee  relation  both  in  ijaantity 
Mid  quality  to  the  false  niembrane  itself. 

In  the  puruktU  form  qf  f  At  product,  the  surface  of 
tlie  pleura  is  dull,  and  of  a  dingy  grey,  covered  with 
TCvy  soft  gnuralations,  or  with  soft  and  brittle  purilonn 
|al«e  membranes,  which  are  either  loosely  adherent  to 
tbe  pleura,  or  else  float  aa  soft  flakes  in  the  collected 
flsid. 

"  TMe  iubfrcmUar  eomHtuHfmi*  says  Habsb,  "is  the 
frequent  source  of  peculiar  modifications ;  it  changes 
the  products  of  nutrition,  and  exerts  a  palpable  influ- 
ence opon  the  formative  process  when  heightened  by 
inflammation.'*  The  peculiar  inodificationshere  alluded 
to  have  been  treated  at  length  in  the  present  memoir,  and 
it  remains  only  to  remark,  that  tuberculous  matter  fre- 
quently manifests  itself  in  the  false  membranes  of  tbe 
pieccding  conditional  form,  which,  as  Hxasn  remarks, 
IS  inaccessible  to  the  vascularity  pervading  the  texture 
in  which  it  is  embedded. 

Now,  the  gelatinous  and  conditional  products  of 
pleurisy,  are  early  morphological  forms,  consisting 
of  protoplasma  and  slightly  cobererent  cells,  which, 
when  they  become  organized  and  vascular,  are  in  all 
lespects  analogous  to  an  embryonic  texture,  and  it 
appears  that  by  the  subsequent  morphology  of  these 
elements,  the  ttktme  or  aatkaae  chtaraetir  qftho  duogte, 
mtd  th9  good  or  had  eowtiMion  of  tho  ptdimt  are 
diUrmuud.  For  if  a  severe  form  of  plenriey  be  cored, 
it  ia  so  by  the  gelatinous  and  conditional^  or  purulent 
products,— the  soft  vascular  excreting  teztnres,— >nnder- 
gn^ng  the  fibrous  or  fibro-eartilagiaoas  metamorphosis. 
So  also,  if  a  scrofnloos  joint  or  a  pulmonary  consump- 
tion be  cured,  it  is  by  the  same  morphological  forms, — 
the  soft,  vascular,  excreting  textures,  passing  onward 
Into  the  non-excreting  and  less  vascular  fibrous  or 
£bro-cartilaginous  types;  and  in  all  these  instances 
we  any  the  constitation  of  the  patient  is  good.  In 
.naaea  of  severe  pleurisy,  the  cavity  of  the  pleura  baa 
hon.  opened  to  allow  of  the  escape  of  the  fluid  and 
MA-adherent  matten  accumulated  within  it|  and  tbe 


ofentioB  hes  been  Mnaetioies  once  or  tmeivpeated* 
>  Tbe  firet  <^eratioB  frequently  given  vent  to  a  dear 
semm,  but  when  a  eeeond  or  third  Is  reqnii^  aa 
opeqne  and.  flaky  pas  eeeapes.  The  former  oectnamce 
dcaotee  that  the  geiatinoua  and  conditional  peodacts 
have  nndergoae  a  fibrous  morphology,  aaalegona  to 
thai  of  the  protoplaania  of  the  blood  when  withdrawn 
in  venesection,  and  it  is  well  known  to  be  the  most 
favourable  to  the  recovery  of  the  patient;  whersesthe 
latter  occurrence  denotes  an  unconformable  mof||^* 
logy  and  is  onfavonrable.  Moreover,  persona  who 
have  recovered  firom  an  attack  of  pleurisy,  and  have 
afterwards  died  of  other  diseases,  have  been  carefally 
examined ;  and  in  such  cases  the  adventitious  pmdects 
of  the  plenrisy,  are  found  fibrous  or  fibro-cartileginoos; 
whereas,  in  those  who  die  of  plenrisy,  we  find  tbe 
conditional  and  purulent  products — the  early»  aoft, 
vascular,  and  corpuscular  excreting  textures. 

Vence,  then,  it  appears  that  as  scit>fnl9us  dii- 
eases  are  retrograde  morphological  conditions  of 
the  growing  normal  textures,  and  chiefly,  theieforv 
observed  in  children  and  youth,  ao  inflamnaloiy 
diseases  are  asthenic,  and  tbe  constitution  bad,  when 
the  products  accumulated  by  the  nutritive  energy  or 
inflammation,  persist  in  a  morphological  type  or 
growth,  which  is  below  or  retrograde  in  comparison 
with  the  texture  from  which  they  spring.  The  truth 
of  this  conclusion  cannot  be  rightiy  estimated  during 
life  by  the  health  of  the  patient,  and  it  is  necesssry 
again  to  point  to  the  distinctions  between  tbe  mw* 
pbology,  which  has  regard  to  the  forme  of  eleflsents 
and  textures,  and  the  office  or  function  of  the  oigsn 
of  which  they  form  a  part.  The  morphology  of  the 
adventitious  products  of  pleurisy  may  be  confocmablei 
assuming  a  type  identical  with  that  of  the  ^twefrom 
which  they  arise ;  but  if  they  be  so  abundant  or  so 
related  as  to  impede  the  motions  of  the  lung,  the 
function  of  the  organ  will  be  impaired,  and,  notvith- 
standing  tbe  conformability  of  tbe  morphology  of  the 
pleuritic  products,  tbe  nutrition  of  the  whole  body 
will  thereby  be  asthenically  inclined  ;  and  thus  many 
persons  who  have  recovered  from  an  attack  of  plenrisy, 
(considered  in  its  inflammatory  form,)  have  from  this 
sovree,  had  their  constitutions  weakened,  and  incurred 
a  liability  to  asthenic  forms  of  disease  for  the  future. 

These  observations  regarding  the  distinction  between 
sthenic  and  asthenic  diseases,  and  the  condnsioos 
deduced  therefrom,  are  further  illustrated  and  con* 
firmed  by  the  history  and  phenomena  of  gout  and 
phkhiiii.  Goat  is  a  sthenic  disease.  The  ordinary 
phenomena  of  a  first  attack  of  gout,— the  pain,,,bea^ 
redness,  and  swelling,  are  well-known^  bnt  the  mor- 
phological results  of  this  increased  nutritive  jeneiiy 
have  not  been  accurately  regarded.  Their  cpafonns^ 
Ue  character,  however,  in  the  first  or  ear\y  paijoxyw^ 
is  shewn  by  a  copious  exfoliation  nf  the  oiipel^  <v 
epidermia  over  and  for  a  long  distance  ground  tki  f^ 
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affected,  by  the  thickening  of  the  areolar  ancTfiDrous 
textures  inrolTed,  and  the  accompanying  oedema,  and 
wbffeli  i^  most  important,  by  the  part  being  reitored  to 
its  Wtnral  state.  But  unfarourable  conditions,  intern- 
perate  modes  of  life,  mental  anxiety,  and  other  causes,' 
produce  repetitions  of  the  attack,  and  prolong  its 
times  Ind  stages.  '  Unconformable  products  then 
appter  in  the  affected  textures,  and  piiri  pauu  with 
irregalar'  or  abnormal  morphological  phenomena, 
atheoic  gout'  becomes  asthenic. 

Phlebitis  is  an  asthenic  disease.  The  blood  of 
pregnant  women  is  well  known  to  contain  an  unusual 
abunduiee  of  colourless  cells  and  protoplasma,  admi- 
nistering to  the  growth  and  preserration  of  the 
foetAs.  When  the  infant  is  born,  a  new  but  natural 
cbaanat  is  opened  for  these  nutritire  materials ;  the 
breaits  experience  d  physiological  and  consenratire 
inflanamation  a  new  nutritire  energy  and  an  increased 
▼aaeolarity  are  established  in  them,  and  a  new  pro- 
duct is  formed  for  the  sustenance  of  the  child. 
Bat  adverse  external  conditions,  a  contagious  poison, 
■and  other  causes, 'sometimes  disturb  these  events,  and 
a  train  of  phenomena  XAtmt^  jmerperal  phlehitU  ensue. 
The  nutritire  materials  with  which  the  blood  is  highly 
chn^  are  unfitted  for  their  office,  their  morphology 
is  arrested  or  rendered  retrograde,  and  they  accumulate 
in  the  circulating  fluid,  upon  the  walls  of  the  blood- 
vessels,  and  in  the  textures  that  hare  been  irritated  by 
the  process  of  the  labour ;  the  milk  is  not  at  all  or  only 
very  scantily  secreted,  and  thus  arises  one  of  the  most 
.asthenic  diseases  to  which  the  human  structure  is 
obnoxtoQS. 

£xperience  suggests  that  possibly  these  conclusions 
may  be  deemed  speculatire  and  theoretical ;  but  let 
the  candid  reader  be  reminded,  that  no  department  of 
hiiman  knowledge  can  assume  a  scientific  form  without 
a  tlieory,  and  because  hitherto  physiological  or  medical 
theories  hare  presented  an  unfarourable  aspect,  still  we 
moat  not,  on  that  account,  relinquish  the  right  use  of 
theory,  and  repudiate  the  term.  '*  In  framing  a  theory," 
says  Sir  John  Herschel,  ''  which  shall  render  a  rational 
account  of  any  natural  phenomenon,  we  hare  firgt  to 
consider  the  agents  on  which  it  depends,  or  the  causes  to 
•which  we  regard  it  as  ultimately  referrible.  These 
agents  are  not  to  be  arbitrarily  assumed  y  they  must  be 
ancb  as  we  hare  good  inductive  grounds  to  beliere  do 
exist  in  nature,  and  do  perform  a  part  In  phenomena 
analagons  to  those  we  would  render  an  account  of,  or 
such  whose  presence  in  the  actual  case  can  be  demon- 
strated by  unequirocal  signs.  They  most  be  wra 
eoKStf,  in  short,  which  we  can  not  only  show  to  exist 
and  to  act,  but  the  laws  of  whose  action  we  ca^  derive 
independently,  by  direct  induction,  from  experiments 
purposely  instituted.  We  have  aezi  to  consider  the 
lawt  which  regulate  the  action  of  these  agents,  and 
tliese  we  can  only  arrive  at  in  three  wayi^-Istj  by 
^rramining  aU  the  cuet  in  which  we  know  them  to  be ' 


exercised,   inferring,    as  well  as  circumstances  will 

peirmit^  the  amount  or  intensity  in  each  particular  case, 

aind  then  j^neralizing  from  them,  and  so  arriving  at  the 

laws  desired ;  2nd,  by  forming  at  once  a  bold  hypothesis, 

particularizing  the  law,  and  then  trying  the  truth  of  it 

by  following  out  its  consequences^  and  comparing  them 

with  facts ;  or,  3rd,  by  a  process  partaking  of  both  these, 

' '       .  '  '♦  ■>  » 

and  combining  the  advantages  of  both  without  their 

defects — viz.,  by  assuming  the  laws  we  would  discover, 

but  so  generally  expressed^  that  they  shall  include  an 

unlimited  variety  of  particular  laws ;— foilowingout  the 

consequences  of  this  assumption  by  the  application 

of  such    general    principles    as    the    case    admits; 

comparing  them  in  succession  with  all  the  particular 

cases  within  our  knowledge ;  and  lastly,  on  this  eom^ 

paristm,    so    modifying   and    restricting  the  general 

enunciation  of  our  laws,  as  to  fnaJte  the  retuitt  agree,*^ 

Now,  in  the  law  of  the  morphology  of  animal  strnc<- 

tures  to  which  I  refer  the  phenomena  of  inflammatory 

find  scrofulous  diseases,  the  agent$  of  the  metamor- 

phosis  are  not  arbitrarily  assumed.    We  know  theui 

to  exist  in  nature.    Their  presence  in  normal  growth 

is  demonstrated  by  unequivocal  signs,  and  they  perfona 

a  part  in  phenomena  analogous  to  those  we  would 

render  an  account  of.    The  lawe  which  regulate  their 

action  have  been  derived  by  examining  the  cases  of 

scrofula  and  inflammation,  in  which  we  know  them 

to  be  exercised,  by  inductive  reasoning  from  experi« 

ments  and  observations  purposely  instituted  in  vegetable 

and  embryo  animal  textures,  and  by  comparing  the 

assumed  law  with  all  the  particular  cases  within  our 

knowledge,  on  which  comparieon  (he  retulie  agree; 

so  that  if  my  conclusions  are  theoretical,  the  terms 

of  a  good  theory  have  been  fulfilled.     Supposing  it 

necessary  to  inquire  further  what  the   agents   are, 

then  both  experiment  and  observation  afford  grounds 

for  concluding  that  they  are  the  active  molecules  so 

copiously  distributed  amongst  the  textural  elements, 

and  so  abundant  in  the  interior  of  the  cells  of  both. 

vegetable  And  animal  structures ;  and  the  colourless 

cells  of  blood  filled  with  these  molecules  remaining 

stationary,  and  undergoing  changes  upon  the  textures^ 

is  a  vera  caueOf  explaining  how,  in  animal  structures, 

and  in  the  human  body,  these  active  molecules  are 

transferred  from  the  flowing  nutritive  current  to  the 

fixed  solids. 

In  bringing  to  a  termination  this  inquiiy  into  the 

laws  of  scrofulous  diseases  and  inflammation  in  the 

hiimim  body,  based  upon  the  phenomena  observed  ia 

lower  structures,  and  in  the  growth  of  embryo-textures^ 

it  may  be  useful  to  review  the  facts,  and  recapitulate 

the  conclusions  grounded  upon  them. 

'  All  living  bodies  grow  and  are  sustained  by  aa 

epigenesis  or  mofTiMo^,— that  is  to  say,  by  a  series 

of  changes  and  transformations  in  matter  effected  m 
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doted  cells,  and  consequeDt  upon  tmf  ntcemmymUf- 
ttdmUi^a  tiial  pmwtr  or  inberent  diipoeikioii  iniMiMoi 
from  the  ptrent  to  the  offspring,  and  certeitt  $tt§ivnta 
eonditiontf  in  which  are  included  food,  air,  walei^'And 
temperature.     The  lowest  liTing  beings  are  tidlple 
isohied'eeUi  i  the  next  in  order  are  aggregam  «f 
tUghtly  cohtfing-etU$  i   then   follow   the   strnclsns, 
composed  of  eokireni'e^tti :   after  which  eotte  the 
JUnmi  and  eartUagmmu  ttatUum;  and  lastly,  ^Mtir ' 
nifood.    And  it  is  to  be  particnlarty  obseited  asT  we 
ascend  the  scale  of  animated  nature,  that  the  additional 
later-formed  or  higher  elements  do.  not  sopersede,  «bnt 
nre  superadded  to,  the  prior  ones :— tbosfibrooselanteMs 
are  superadded  to  the  cellular;  cartifaiginona  t6  the 
fibrous  and  cellular;  and  bone  to  the  eartnaginous, 
the  fibrous,  and  cellular,  until  in  the  hnman  bodjr  we 
meet  with  all  the  Tarieties,-*-osseon8,  caitflagittovs, 
iibrous,  and  coherent  cellular  textures,  superadded  to 
allgbtly  coherent  and   incoherent  cells.     AH  these 
textures,  and  erery  organ  in  the  human  body,  in  their 
primary  or   embryo   state,   are  groups   of  slightly 
coheriog  cells,   from  which,   by  an  epigeaeiia  and 
morphology,  are  formed  coherent  cdlnlar  teituns, 
trarersed  by  numerous  vessels  or  channels,  convieying 
a  current  of  the  primary  forms,— incoherent  oitts;  lo 
these  are  subsequently  added  Tarious  fibrous  dettientS| 
and  lastly,  cartilage  and  bone. 

The  phenomena  of  inflammation  observe  the  samf 
order.  The  first  steps  of  the  process  are  indicated  by 
an  unusual  accumulation  of  incoherent  red  and  eolour- 
less  cells  derived  from  the  blood  current,  the  latter  of 
which  remain  stationary  upon  the  affected  texture^  { 


^  ON  A  NEW  AND  SUCCESSFUL  MODE  OF 
TREATING  FEVER. 

By  William  Gill,  M.D.,  PhyiMan  to  theNottiagfasa 
Dispensary,  and  Consalting  Physician  to  the  Uaion 
Hospital,  Nottingham. 

(Read  before  the  ProviaeiAl  Medical  aad  Sargical  Astocia- 
tlcn,  at  tbe  AanlTertary  Heetiag,  at  Derby,  TJnndAy, 
August  Sth,  ]8i7.} 

At  a  period  when  fever,  to  an  alarming  exteiit^ 
prevails  in  our  great  manufactnriog  towns,  I  hsve 
nnch  pleasure  in  bringing  before  the  consideiation 
of  the  members  of  the  Association,  a  new  method  6f 
treatment  of  fever,  which  is  generally  applicable,  sod 
has  proved  very  effective.    Twenty-five  cases  of  feier 
occnrriog  in  onr  Union  Hospital,  during  the  last  two 
months,   have   tested    its    power.     This   remedy  is 
capable,  not  only   of  controlling  some  of  the  Vnost 
distressingsymptoms  of  the  typhoid  Ktate,  hvxfrtqnm^ 
of  arresting  its  progress,  both  at  the  comroenoemea^ 
aad  at  a  mMre  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.    Still  a 
more  extended  experience  is  required  before  its  merits 
can  be  fully  determined.    It  is  said,  that  very  lately, 
in  Iiiverpool,  no  less  than  10,CM)0  people  were  at  the 
same  time  suffering  from  typhus  fever>  accompanied 
with  a  considerable  mortality.    Its  attacks  were  not 
limited  to  the  poorer  classes,  as  many  of  the  Romsa 
•ckigy,  and  several  in  the  higher  ranks,  have  fallen 
victims  to  its  power.    In  London,  Glasgow,  LtedS) 
Huddersfieldy  and  Manchester,  and  other  large  town% 
the  same  type  of  fever  exists.    Should  the  constitutioa 
of  the  atmosphere,  during  the  autumnal  season,  prove 
favoarable  to  its  dissemination,  may  we  not  expect  its 


become  slightly  coherent,  and  Ascharge  their  proto- 


I  wide  spread  in  an  epidemical  form  ?     In  Liverpool, 


plasmatous  contents,  the  conformable  or  unoonloraMble 
morphology  of  which  determines  the  nature  of  Che 
product  and  the  sthenic  or  asthenic  character  of  Ihe 
disorder.  The  products  of  a  conformable  metamor- 
phosis added  to  the  pre-existbg  natural  elements, 
constitute  sthenic,  curable  and  conservative  inflamma- 
tion. The  products  of  an  unconfbrmable  metamor- 
phosis, whether  irregular  or  retrograde,  added  to-the 
pre-existing'textures  constitute  asthenic  inflammation. 
The  phenomena  of  scrofulous  diseases  also  com- 
mence with  an  accumulation  of  incoherent  cells  fit>m 
the  same  source,  (the  blood,)  and  it  is  by  the  prodncts 
of  the  anconformable  metamorphosis  hindering  their 
natural  growth  and  supplanting  the*natnral  dements, 
that  these  diseases  are  produced. 


•  » 


as  in  other  large  places,  the  introduction  of  typhvs 
was  traceable  to  the  vagrant  Irish.  Its  rapid  difftasioa 
may  be  easily  accounted  for,  by  their  gregariohs  habits. 
Wherever  they  wander,  a  family  of  contagious  disordeis 
is  carried  with  them.  Small-pox,  measles,  skin  dis* 
seasei,  and  fever,  were  imported  wholesale  into  the 
Union  Hospital,  by  the  droves  of  Irish  driven  bj 
famine  from  their  native  land.  The  appearance  of 
these  unfortunates,  especially  the  chUd]3en,wa8  wretched 
in  the  extreme,  and  told  an  unerring  ule  of  hongef 
and  suffering.  Very  soon  typhus  fever  broke  ont^  sad 
raged  with  considerable  severity. 

Holding  the  appointment  of  Honorary  Phydeiia 
to  the  Hospital,  I  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  tiying  a 
method  of  cure,  the  success  of  which  had  frequently 
reached  my  ears  whilst  living  in  Germany.    I  think  it 
proper  to  mention  that  the  hospital,  in  connectionwith 
the  Nottingham  Union,  is  a  building  well  adapted  for 
the  treatment  of  fever,  the  rooms  being  lofty,  and  wdl 
ventilated,  and  kept  very  clean,  and  readily  adouti 
of  the  classification  of  patients.    The  diet  is  whole- 
some and  liberal,  and.  an  intelligent  medical  oflksr, 
Dr.  Stiff,  has  the  management  of  the  in-door  lidu 
After  tha  commencement  of  the  mode  of  trcttmcBt  OK 
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be  described,  9very  new  case  was  tabmitted  to  id;  eighteenth   to  the  twenty-first  ■  day,  at  which  tine 


infioence— twenty-fire  in  all.    During  thfi  last. three 
weeks  only  two  ferer-patients  have  been  admitted. 

Before  entering  more  immediately  on  the  object  gf 
this  paper,  it  wiil  be  right  to  describe,  concisely,,  the 
.general  features  of  the  prevalent  ferer.  Occuring,  as  it 
•chiefly  did,  amongst  the  half-starred  Irish,  we  might 
naturally  suppose  it  would  be  characterized  by  symp- 
toms of  a  low  typhoid  character.    In  most  cases  the 
immediaie  cause  of  the  attack  was  traceable  to  sleeping 
in  crowded  lodging  houses,  the  usual  abode  of  fever  in 
onr  large  cities ;  the  proximate  causes,  doubtless,  w«e 
over  fatigue,  and  insufficient  and  unwholesome  food. 
The  term  "hunger  pestilence,"  has  been  aptly  applied 
to  the  disease.     A  true  typhoid  gastro-enterite,  was 
present  in  many  of  the  patients,  closely  resembling 
what  so  frequently  is  obserred  in  the  Parisian  hospitals. 
Whether  the  essentiality   of  the  fever    existed   in 
the  condition  of  the  muco-alimentary  membrane  or 
not,  it  is  not  my  intention  here  to  discuss.    This,  how- 
ever, I  remarked,  that  to  to(m  as  the  signs  of  gastro-^ 
alimentary   irritation    were   subdued,   the   signs   of 
general  fertr  subsided.     Some  two  or  three  casea 
which  I  shall  read,  will  corroborate  this  observation. 
In  the  generality  of  patients  under  my  care,  not  only 
was  the  gaslro-allmentary  membrane    effected,   but 
also  the  muco-pulmonary,  as  evidenced  by  cough, 
shortness   of  respiration,   and   frequently   universal 
sonorous  rdles,  affecting  the  whole  of  the  chest.    In 
most  of  the  Irish  sick  the   skin  was  spotted  with 
jpetechisB,  of   different  sizes  and  colours,  chiefly  de« 
Teioped  on   the  abdomen  and  chest.    This  was  not 
rejnarked  amongst  the  English  cases.    There  was  no 
discharge  of  blood  from  the  inner  membranes.   (Edema 
of  the  lower  extremities  occurring  early  in  the  disease 
was  generally  a  fatal  symptom,  though  we  had  two 
4:ases  of  recovery  in  boys,  who  were  universally  anasar- 
cous  from  the  commencement.    The  disturbance  of 
the  sensorium  was  marked  by  low  muttering  delirium, 
sometimes  wandering  about  the  bed-room,  constant 
picking  at  the  bed-cloths,  and   subsultus  tendinum. 
..Some  were  affected  with  a  heavy,  comatose,  and  stnpid 
ststOt  from  which  they  were  with  difficulty  aroused, 
sad  when  aroused,  with  difficulty  were  made  to  under- 
stand questions ;   they  relapsed  immediately  into  the 
.asneletbaigic  condition  when  left  to  themselves.  This 
'Comatose  condition  often  continued  till  convalescence 
was  established,  and  in  some  even  later.    It  seemed  a 
perfect  prostration  of  all  mental  energy,  and  was  only 
relisved  as  the  bodily  powers  regained  their  tone.    In 
ii#one  case  did  active  deljrium  occur.    The  secretions 
from  the  bowels  were  thin,  frequent,  black,  and  offeti- 
.  sivet  and  often  attended  with  severe  griping,  bat  i|o 
bloody  discharges.    The  function  of  the  bUdder  In 
'Ofte  or  two  individuals  was  suspended,  and  it  was  nece|- 
aacy  twice  daily  to  use  the  catheter.    The  usual  period 
•ef  the  termination  of  the  fever  seemed  to  be  from  tte 


th»  patients  wer^ft  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  prOstn* 
$m^.:  When  the  case  terminated  fatally,  an  unrousable 
.iUK9nacions  coma  closed  the  scene.  The  usual  symp<- 
.toiP9>  of  iever  were  generally  present,— as  the  hot  dry 
sl^i  black  tongue ;  urgent  thirst ;  pulse  varying  from 
^  ^  130  i  insomnia;  and  pains  in  head,  back,  and 
IMh^  Ae.  After  this  brief  description  of  the  general 
featncM  of  the  disease,  we  will  now  proceed  to  the 


V I  am  weU  aware  that  a  great  prejudice  exists  in  the 
profession  against  the  treatment  to  be  advocated,  partly 
becauie  it  is  opposed  to  preconceived  opinions,  and 
chiefly  from  the  unprofessional  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  nshered  into  notice.  I  feel  certain,  howelrer,  that 
I  am  addreming  a  body  of  gentlemen  willing  to  receive 
inUk  for  theeoie  qfiiMlfp  ^o^  looking  to  the  source 
firom  whence  derived,  but  only  to  its  sterling  quality. 
With  perfect  confidence,  therefore,  I  throw  myeelf  on 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  my  profenional  brethren, 
whilst  I  detail  a  treatment  of  fever,  as  yet  untaught  In 
the  schools,  and  unrecognized  by  the  profession.  I£ 
future  eicperience  shall  confirm  my  own,  as  to  its  cure* 
tive  properties,  it  will  be  a  source  of  gratification  to 
myaelf  in  having  been  the  first  to  bring  its  merits 
belQpe  this  enlightened  Association. 

UisUefe  that  Dr.  Currie,  of  Liverpool,  was  the  first 
scientific  English  physician  who  enlisted  cold  water  as 
an  eocternal  remedial  agent  in  the  If  eatment  of  fevers. 
Suecessful  as  the  practice  was  under  his  direction,  how 
little  has  it  been  followed  in  later  times !    It  is  only 
within  the  last  few  years  that  the  prejudice  which 
^existed  against  the  internal  and  external  use  of  water 
haa  begun  to  subside.     Perhaps  the  prominence  of  the 
asaitary  questions,  and  the  many  evils  proved  to  arise 
from  the  want  of  a  due  supply  of  pure  water,  has  had 
mach  to  do  in  removing  this  groundless  prejudice,  and 
may  have  produced  an  undue  re-action  in  its  favour, 
causing  it  to  be  considered  not  only  as  necessary  to  a 
healthy  condition,  but  as  a  curative  agent  of  universal 
efficacy.    Hence  perhaps  the  public  mind  l|as  been 
somewhat  prepared  to  receive  the  hydropathic  theory 
fith    much    more    favour    than  its  intrinsic  merits 
demand.     An  universal  remedy  will  ever  find  many 
advocates,  and  in  a  numerous  profession  like  ours,  there 
are  ever  osen  to  be  found  who,  from  selfish  motives, 
will  pander  to  this  diseased  taste  of  the  public  mind. 
We»  ••  en  Association,  must  ever  protest  against  such 
exclusive  theories  as  prevail  in  our  days,  being  in  our 
opinion  unscientific,  opposed  to  experience,  and  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  incorrect  views  respecting  the  power  of 
many  known  and  valued  medicinal  agents.    In  making 
this  protest  against  any  exclusive  theory  for  the  cure  of 
diseases,  we  must  not  rash  into  the  opposite  extreme, 
and  from  disbelief  of  their  univenal  efficacy,  deny 
their  particular  efficacy,  when  the  touchstone  of  expe- 
rience speaks  to  the  contrary. 
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The  plan  which  I  hare  adopted  for  the  care  of  ferer 
lias  been  a  modificatum  of  Dr.  Cnrrie'a.  Instead  of 
]K>ttriDg  buckets  of  cold  water  ofer  the  body^  J  haife 
MTeloped  it  in  a  wetted  sheet,  an  instrument  moM 
cilectire  than  Cnnrie's  in  rednciag  the  temperatnrft  ^f 
the  body,  and  prodlicing  a  warm  and  comfortable  per- 
q»imtieo,  wUsh  did  not  nniformly  follow  bis  plan.  The 


fear  of  eWlconsequences'from  this  treatment  is  ground-    from  half  an  honr  to  one  hour,  tfcoording  to  the 


lesi.  I  'give  no  opinion  as  to  its  utility  except  ih  tiases 
of  fever.  Here,  bowerer,'  I  can  speak  with  confideoce. 
When  the  skin  is  burning-hot,  and  the  moutli^an^ 
tongue  parched,  the  application  of  a  sheet,  wrung  out 
of  cold  water,  and  applied  chsefy  to  the  whole  surface 
of  the  body,  and  evaporation  prevented  by  the  applica- 
tion of  three  or  four  blankets  placed  over  it,  produces 
n  most  grateful  feeling  6(  ifefreshment,  which  is  soon 
followed  by  a  more  or  less  warm  perspiratiOk!.  In 
^nng  people  this  peiiplrlition  breaks  out  in  from  ftve 
tb  tlin' minutes  a/ldr  its  application;  in  middle-aged 
peopM  the  period  is  longer.  Many  uncomfortable 
sensations  are  soon  relieved  by  its  use,  such  as  the 
muscular  pains  in  the  back,  thighs,  and  legs,  and  the 
sense  of  aching  and  weariness ;  the  thirst  often  becomes 
less,  and  even  the  dry  tongue  sympathises  with  the 
relaxing  inflnence  induced  on  the  cntaneons  surface. 
I  have  seen  the  low  moaning  delirittm  subside 
whilst  under  its  use ;  and  some  patients  who  hsive  not 
alept  before,  now  doze,  especially  if  the  hatr  has  pre- 
viously been  cut  short,  and  a  flannel  night-cap  wetted 
with  vinegar  and  water  been  applied  to  the  head. 

The  simple  plan  I  have  followed  has  been  this :— > 
On  a  flock  bed  I  Lave  placed  from  three  to  five 
blankets,  superimposed  over  these  a  sheet  wrung  out 
of  cold  water,  on  which  the  patient,  stripped,  is  placed, 
with  legs  outstretched,  and  arms  to  the  side ;  the  sheet  is 
tlwn  drawn  tightly  around  up  to  the  neck,  and  inclosing 
the  feet ;  first,  one  blanket,  then  another,  and  so  on 
to  the  wLole  niimber»  are  tightly  drawn  over  the  sheet, 
so  as  to  have  the  whole  body  well  and  elotety  packed, 
Ih  this  state  the  patient  lies  from  a  quarter  of  an 
liour  to  one  or  two  hours,  according  to  the  object  in  view, 
and  the  effect  produced.  Some  get  tired  at  the  end 
of  half  an  hour,  some  can  continue  for  one  or  two 
hours,  and  feel  very  comfortable.  As  soon  as  a  gentle 
perspiration  commences,  a  wine-glass  full  of  water  is 
given  frequently.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
treatment;  in  a  case  of  fever,  I  have  generally  ordel^ 
its  use  for  one  hour ;  after  that  time  the  wet  things 
are  removed,  and  the  sick  person  is  placed  in  bed,  well 
wrapped  in  three  blankets,  and  allowed  to  perspire  for 
three  hours;  afterwards,  thel)lankett  are  to  be  care- 
fully removed,  one  at  a  time,  so  tt  to  allow  the  perspira- 
tion to  subside  gradually,  and  the  patient  is  then 
placed  in  bed  between  the  sheets. 

During  the  whole  of  this  period,  small  quantities  of 
water  should  be  given*  In  the  summer,  d uring  this  pro- 
%Uh  &  free  ventilation  may  be  sllowed  in  the  chamber ; 


in  winter,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  good  five,  soi  to 
hate  one  blanket  well  warmed  to  apply  around  the 
Iwdy,  so  soon  as  removed  from  the  wet  sheet. 

Several  cases  of  incipient  fever  have  lost  all  tnnes- 
of  disease  after  the  first  cppUcstion.  If  tl»  fever 
IS  not  reduced,  the  next  day  the  same  plan  must  be 
repeated,  keeping  the  patient  in  the  wetted  sheet 


intensity  of  the.  symptoms,  and  in<  the  UaidEets 
from  one  to  two, hours.  This  may  be  repeated  ewmj 
day  tUl  indications  of  «  see/  ski»  arise,  then  It  must 
be  immediately  discontinued. 

During;  some  pm>d  of  this  treatment,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere  being  very  high,  (75**  to 
78^  in  shade,)  I  have  not  found  it  advisable  to  keep 
the  patient  as  long. as  tvo  hours  sweating  in  the 
blankets;  from  half  an  hour  to  one  hour  was  sufficiesit. 
A  longer  period  caused  the  pulse  to  be  acceknted^ 
instead  of  lowered,  which  latter  is  die  usual  effect 
of  tbe  treatment.  In  very  hot  weather,  when  a  ftee 
perspiration  has  been  induced  at  the  commenceflaeDt 
of  the  fever,  I  have  adopted  the  following  plan: — ^To 
wrap  the  sick  person  for  half  an  hour  in  the  wet  sheets 
covered  lightly  with  one  blanket  j  to  be  then  wasied 
all  over  with  a  towel  wetted  with  tepid  water,  t&eB 
rubbed  dry,  and  placed  in  bed  between  the  sheeU;. 
I  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  make  use  of  dii» 
treatment  more  than  five  times  to  the  same  individnel ;. 
generally  after  the  third  or  fourth  application  tlie  skin 
becomes  cooler,  and  tbe  other  signs  of  fcveir  ^nulnelly 
subside.  When  the  skin  becomes  cool,  and  the  tongue 
less  dry,  I  have  insUntly  discontinued  all  water 
remedies,  and  given  bark,  wine,  and  broths,  audit  was 
surprising  how  soon  convalescence  and  strength  beeouie 
established.  During  the  whole  course  of  the  fever 
milk  and  water,  or  weak  broths,  were  allowed,  mdt 
Ubitum.  In  one  person,  twice,  in  the  course  of  the 
same  day,  owing  to  the  intensity  of  the  fever,  it  wen 
found  necessary  to  repeat  the  wet  sheet,  using  it  the 
second  time  for  only  half  the  period  ol  the  first;  n. 
comfortable  night  ensued. 

Without  doubt  this  is  a  most  etfective  mode  of 
qtdckljf  reducing  the  temperature  of  the  body;  «a 
equilibrium  is  soon  established  between  the  cold  of  the 
water  and  the  heat  of  tbe  body,  and  the  patteat 
becomes  bathed  in  a  natural  vapour  bath,  as  may  be 
felt  by  placing  the  hand  under  the  bed-clothes.  Where 
tbe  fever  runs  high,  and  the  delirium  is  violent,  the 
wet  sheet  may  be  safely  applied  for  short  periods,  (two 
minutes,)  several  times  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This 
will  be  found  a  more  effectual  mode  of  reducing  the 
cerebral  excitement,  than  any  other  means  with  whidi 
we  are  acquainted.  This*refrigerating  plan,  used  for 
ten  minutes,  during  an  evening  exacerhatioii,  will 
often  produce  a  few  hours  refreshing  sleep. 

I  must  confess  that  I  .had  great  doubts  es  to  the 
S0/^  of  tUs  treatment,  where  the  mucous  sseinbitBer 
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^  ^1      i*i 


i«Ma 


>of  Ibe  bronchi  and  gtstto^tiimantary  jNi«ng6f*«eM 


Silpfiuifaon  in  alet1ia^<s  state,  and  nnconBcioui,  nnlMi 


•eonplicattd*    Vety  loon  my  ftan  dn  thia head'Hrere    TiolenCly  aroused  t  the  face  (iorpKsh  red;  eyec  blood 


diMipated  by  the  conTindn^  efidcnoe  of  experieacei; 
'In  Ihet,  Mefv  proved  liM  eaan  in  whtdh  the  decided 
beniftt  df  the  treatment  wae  most  marlM.  The  quick 
attd  embarraiied  raspiniiiony  dry  congh«  and  aorioreus 
rftleiy  fdbtided  qokkly  after  one  or  two  appliettions 
^  (be  wvieheet;- the  eoofh  became  looeer,  the  rAlei 
aioiiter»  and  ezpectovation  was  estabHshed. 

Hw  -same'  ha^pydhange  alto  ocenrred  where*  iftie' 
gastro-aKmentary  membnmea  were  diserderad.  Geae* 
rally  the  first  wet  sheet  puts  a  stop  to  the  diaiihtta,and 
aoon  afterwards  pain  and  swelling  disappeared.  A 
confined  state  of  the  bowels  was  frequently  the  effect 
«f  the  wet  sheety  and  it  waa  found  necessary  in  several 
Hi  the  patients  to  resort  to  small  doses  of  castor  oil. 
In  three  or  four  esses  the  symptoms  of  gastric  and 
abdominal  irritation  or  inflammation  were  so  riolent,  as 
to  hare  justified  the  emp!o)rment  of  leeches,*  calomel, 
and  opium ;  and  indeed  we  know  that  depletion  by ' 
leeches  is  the  usual  treatment  followed  in  the  Parisian 
iMMpitals,  and  yet  by  the  simple  means  mentioned,  in 
tfarte  dayl  etery  bad  symptom  had  vanished.  A  great 
saving  is  made  to  the  pafienf  s  strength  when  we  can 
diapense  with  fhe  abstraction  of  blood. 

I  am  anxious  to  make  this  paper  altogether  prac* 
tieal,  hence  I^ill  not  enter  into  any  theory  respecting 
the  modu  pperwuU  of  the  wet  sheet.  At  some  future 
tinse  perhhps  I  nay  avail  myself  of  our  excellent 
Pro^Vfefo/ ^Tbtirfial  fbr  stich  parpoae. 

And  no#,  befoi^  1  read  some  cases,  a  most  important 
ijuestibil  suggests  itself.  Is  it  possible  to  arrest  the 
progrett  of  typhus  fever  after  once  fairly  established  ? 
I  aim  well  aware  that  Individual  experience,  and '  the 
testimony  of  our  best  writers  on  the  subject,  answer 
this  question  in  the  negative.  It  is  therefore  with  great 
diffidence  I  oppose  my  experience  against  this  concur- 
rent testilBony.  ^iaeti  are  ttubbom  things,  and  cai^ 
only  he  contradicted  by  proviuf  their  incorreethess« 
My  Hmited  experience  distinctly  show*  that,  fn^  in 
'mtt  hrtta^n  hat  &«efi  arretM.  If  a  more  lengthened 
trial  of  *thls  treatment  Should  c()rrobonite  this  iimple 
statement,  a  pleasing  addition  will  be  made  to  our 
atock  of  professional  knowledge,  which  may  prove  of 
considerable  advantage  to  suffering  humanity.  '  I  think 
it  right  to  add  that  many  of  the  patients  in  the  Union 
Ilospital  were  occasionally  visited  by  professional 
friends  resident  in  Nottingham,  and  were  daily  seen  by 
the  House-Fhysidan. 

I  shall  read  a  selection  of  cases  in  order  that  I  may 

nof  umiecesnriiy  occupy  the  valuable  tinie  of  this 

tnefettiig. 

^     '  Casb  I. 

Bflcliael  Kane,  aged'  18,  Irish  vagrant,  bf  vigorous 
edMlititthw.-    He  has  been  in  tkii  Usdon  fiolj^ttf  five' 
.dayiy  under  the  cart  bf  Dr.  Stiff,  and  takeh  saliaes. 

Jane  28th.  The  following  Is  his  present  condition  :— 


•ahbtr  and  pupil  dilated ;  constantly  picks  at  the  fied«' 
clMbes  ;  subsnllns  tendinum ;  low  muttering  detirium  ; 
(he'aklB'fiimace«4iot;  tongue  dry,  shrivelled,  blacky 
and  covered  with  sordea;  diarrhoea;  general tympanitia 
of  abdomen,  without  much  expfesrioa  of  pain  when 
pissaed»  unless  aroused,  and  then  his  Ibee  indieatea 
the  exifteacd  of  pain ;  the  urine  and  stools  are  not 


ptiitfpd  involuntarily ;  the  abdomen  and  skin  generaOy 
covered  with  dark-coloured  petecUse ;  the  respiration 
hurried,  forty-four' in  the  minhte,  and  the  stethoscope 
revtels  universal  bronchitic  riles  hi  tbt  chest;  pulse 
130,  weak  and"  hurried.  The  treatuHsnt  ordered  waa 
the  appKcation'  of  the'  wetted  sheet  for  one  hour, 
blanket  for  two  houra;  die  heUd  to  be  shan^,  and  a 
flannel  Bight«cap,  wetted  with  vinegar  and  water,  to  be 
constantly  applied.  To  have  milk  and  water  ad  iUUmn, 

There  evidently  were  clear  signs  of  bead,  chest,  and 
abdomen  complication.  The  blood-shot  eye  and  pur* 
pie  countenance,  accompanying  a  neatly  unconieiotts 
statCy  indicated  a  congestive  condition  of  the  brain* 
The  stethoscope  revealed  a  similar  condition  U  the 
lungs,  and  the  universal  swelling  of  the  abdomen, 
attended  by  diarrhoea,  and  by  pain  when  the  patient 
was  partly  sensible,  added  no  little  to  cause  a  most 
unfkvounMc  prognosis  to  be  formed. 
.  4«ae  29tb.  The  aspect  is  better;  haa  passed  a 
better  night ;  the  pidcing  at  the  bed*clotbes  -and  the 
low  ^muttering  delirium  are  quite  subsided;  the  skin 
is  cooler  and  rather  inclined  to  moisture ;  the  putgi^ 
no  longer  continues,  and  there  is  leas  tympanitis; 
breathing  and  dry  cough  less  troublesome;  respiration 
not  so  frequent  when  lying  quiet,  but  the  slightest 
teo^ment  causes  it  to  be  accelerated;  the  rftlea 
'moister ;  the  man  more  intelligent  when  aroused,  but 
atlU  instantly  fslU  lato^  a  done  when  left  to  himaelf ; 
the  tongue  not  so  black  or  dry;  the  pulM  come  down 
to  lOO,' regular  and  soft.  He  sweated  mnch  both  ia 
the  sheet  and  blankets.  To  repeat  the  wet  sheet  aad 
blankets  as  before* 

30th.  Continues  better  in  all  reapects.  No  furtUar 
applidation  of  the  wet  sheet. 

July  Ist.  The  man  is  convalescent ;  skin  cool  and 
ttroist;  tongue  has  nearly  lost  all  marks  of  drynesaand 
blackness;  urine  free  and  paler  coloured ;  bowelsiopeft 
oaeO  dally;  intelligence  nearly  restored;  pulse  90; 
the  chest  and  abdominal  complications  rapidly  snh- 
aiding;  the  patient  asks  for  nourishing  diet.  XIa 
have  the  bark,  mutton  brothy  and  bread  and  milk* 

July  4th.   To  have  Bseat  daUy. 

5th.  Is  able  to  walk  tn  therooou  . 

* 

6th.  Is  down  stairs  in  the  yard  and  well. 

GAsa  If. 
Martin  GHyan,  Irish  vagrmt,  aged  13,  haa  been  ill 

three  days. 

June  9th.  There  is  intense  heat  of  skin*  and  flnshinf  of 
the  face,  with  pains  in  the  head,  bones,  abdomen,  back* 
and  legs ;  great  thirst ;  tongue  deep  red,  and  covered 
in  the  centre  with  a  cream-coloured  fur ;  great  pain  ia 
epigastrium,  and  a  tympanitic  condition  of  the  abdo- 
diarrhcea ;  there  exists  slight  cough,  but  no  ' 
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xUm  in  the  cbett;  the  toafue  is    tremuloai,  mcI  |     4.  That  the  ordinary  eompUeationt  of  ferer  are  no 

Babfaltoa  tendinnm  is  pretest ;  no  sloep  ^.  pnlsc  lip^    nrgiunents  i^aijiit,  hot  rather  for,  ito  tfse. 

mthcr  sharp ;  urine  scanlj^  and  high^it^ored.  5,  That  with  this  treatment*  weak  broths  and  milk 

To  have  the  wet  sheet  for  one  hour,  and  bUnkets  fv .  .^  ^,j.ttr,  ml  mtmm,  nay  be  aUowed. 
thnehours.    Milk  and  water  to  drink.  Tlie  abdomin^ )     5.  Tha  the  fcit  ^plo«.  irf  the  «bsidence  of  the 


complication  was  nMMt  marked  in  this  case— a  ir^/f,, 
lOtb.    Continues  in  many  respects  the  aame^  the 


diacfiMsa,howefer,  has  subsided.    Was  ordered  a  repf^.  ;**•«•««•     When  these  chaiifes  occur,  the  tieal. 
titkMi.  of  the  treatment  and  the  ▼ia^ar  and  waler    ■*•■*  ■""^  direst^  be  4i8eoBtimied»  nod  bMic»  and 


'HT* 


(Mint,  were  a  cool  and  often  moist  conditien  <f  te 
skin*  a  diminution  of  thurst,  and  an  improfeitent  in 


betterdiet  be  ordered* 


mSTOHY  OF  TWO  CASES  OP  POLYPUS  UTERT. 

By  Edwabo  John  Spbt,  £8q.,Tkruro,  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary. 

(Read  at  the  Aannal  Meeting  ef  the  Seoth.Westeni  Braach 
of  the  ProTincial  Medical  aad  Surgical  Association,  held 
at  Tmro>  July  ISth,  1847.) 


lotion  to  the  bead. 

11th.  Saya  he  is  better  to-day  i  the  ski^  is.  coolei;^  J,  •  7.  That  tome  of  the  wmtettss  of  ty^us lifer  twe 
and  inclined  to  moisture;  face  wv7  U^Ue  flushed;    convaleaeent  and  walking  about  on  the  flflcetth  day 
toigue  becoming  lem  dry  and  red;  headache  better.;]  front  the  oommencemennt  of  the  attack, 
ao  pain  in  epigMtrisa  or  abdomen ;  bowels  confined; 
vrtae  free,  aqd  paler;  torn  thirst;  puke  110,  but  not 
so  sharp.    To  repeat  the  w^t  sheet  as  before. 

12th.  Convalescent;  slept  the  whole  of  the  night» 
and  mahes  no  complaint  this  momingy  except  of 
makness,  Face  cool;  headache  gopa;  tongue  dean 
and  moist)  urine  free;  pulse  64,.rei7  *oft;  appetite 
letymlag.  To  hare  mutton  hro^ii  and  bread  and 
milk. 

13th.. To  have  rioe  pudding  and  meat. 

16th.  Is  able  to  walk  in  the  yard,  and  may  be  con* 
aidficd  well. 

Casx  m. 

Thomas  GafeUi  Irish»  aged  14,  of  healthy  habits,  ill 
for. three  days. 

July  8th.  Face  flushed  and  anxious ;  skin  very  dry 
and  hpt;  tongue  of  a  ririd  red,  and  in  the  centre 
covered  with  a  dirty  cream*coloured  fur,  becoming  dry 
an4  black  ic  places ;  great  thirst;  throbbing  pain  in 
thc^  heady  epigasl-rium,  and  limbs;  pulse  120,  wiry,' 
and  small;  oonsidex^le  tendemeM  in  epigastrium; 
guiglipg  in  iUi|c  region,  accompanied  with  diarrhoea ; 
the  respiration  hurried ;  frequent  cough,  and  unifersal 
■oqorous  riUes  in  the  chest ;  no  sleep ;  urine  scanty. 
Was  ordered  the  wetted  sheet  for  one  hour,  and 
Uaakets  for  two  hours*  Hair  to  be  cut  short,  and  the 
welted  cap  applied.    |dilk  and  .water  to  drink. 

9th.  Continues  in  all  respects  the  same,  except  that 
the.8kitt.is  somewhat  cooler^ 

10th.  Wonderfully  better;  slept  much  in  the  night ; 
aspect  i^toral;  jbo  heat  of  face  or  skin,  which  is 
inclined  to  moisture ;  tongue  moist,  and  losing  its  far ; 
Tery  slight  thirst;  urine  free ;  bowels  open  twice  since 
the,  10th,  and  has  lost  all  pains,  in  the  head  and  epigas- 
trium; pulse  76,  soit.  No  further  application  was 
ordered. . 

On  the  14th  the  boy  was  allow^  to  sit  up,  and  have 
neat,  and  was  considered  conralescent. 

May  we  not  draw  the  following  condusions  from 
the  faets  adduced : — 

1.  That  the  Judicious  use  of  the  wet  sheet  has  a 

powerful  influefice  In  reHoving  miny  of  the  meat 
dittressiDg  symptoms  of  feTer. 

2.  That  if  applied  very  early  in  the  dimase,  it  may 
in  some  cases  arrest  its  farther  progress. 

3.  That  if  used  later  in  the  disease  it  has  a  controlling 


Casb  I. 

M.  A.  K.,  aged  43,  was  admitted  into  the  lafirmiry, 
on  the  28th  of  January,  1847,  as  a  case  of  menonrhsgia, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Carlyou.  She  is  the  wife  of  a 
mason  residing  at  Redruth,  and  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  She  says  that  she  enjoyed  good  health 
nadl  two  years  since,  when  irregular  Ttginaiaisdutfiea 
commenced,  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  back;^ 
that  about  nine  montfaa  since-  she  was  seittd  wkh  a 
violent  pain  in  die  ahdoosen,  whkh  obliged  hm  to- 
keep  her  bed  for  some  time,  during  which  she  wae 
•attended  by  Mr.  Roan,  who  told  her  that  she  had 
*^a  gathering  in  the  womb ;"  that  she  hss  liaee 
had  every  few  days  a  profuse,  sanguineous,  and* 
purulent  discharge;  that  she  has  found  no  relief 
from  medicine,  and  that  lately  the  Ascharge  h'u  been 
almost  entirely  sanguineous,  and  occarionally  so  proAao 
as  to  cause  fainting. 

February  2nd.  Dr.  Carlyon  being  absent,  te  csm 
fell  under  the  management  of  Dr.  Baifaam,  who,  tUs 
morning  requested  me  to  exaaaine  the  patient,  as  ha 
suspected  the  existence  of  a  polypus,  so  called.  The 
discharge  of  blood  had  been  excessive  during  the 
night;  her  countenance  was  veiy  sallow;  pulse  100. 
I  found  a  large  tumonr  occupying  almost  the  whole  of 
the  vsgina,  attached  to  the  uterus,  within  the  cervix^ 
and  although  I  coald  not  avail  myself  of  Dr.  Simpson's 
valuable  uterine  sound,  I  satisfied  myself  that  there 
was  no  inversion,  and  that  the  tumoor  grew  from  the 
left  side  of  the  uterus,  midway  between  the  fandos* 
and  cervix,  in  which  investigation  I  found  a  suMt 
bougie  a  very  useful  aid. 

12th.  At  Dr.  fiarham's  desire,  I  applied  a  ligature 

10  the  neck  of  the  tuflsomr  with  the  double  caaids^ 

wiMi  prooednre  ocieaiipnail  little  or  no  pain*  The 

bmmorriiage,  which,  from  the  patient's  ^eoounly  wm 

to  fill  an .  ordinary  chaaibsr   utensil  in 


influence,  bringing  the  fever  to  a  urminalion  much  |  tiimity»four  houn^  ceased  from  that  momeat*  snd  did 


than  by  any  other  known  treatment. 


not  return  up  to  the  time  of  her  leaving  the  Infirmsiy^ 
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wliicb  she  did,  on  the  12tli  of  March,  in  good  health,  severe  pain  about  the  right  iliac  region,  acconipsAted 
The  ligature  was  tightened  daily,  and  I  found  it  loose  bflg^eneral  debility  and  slifht  constipation.  Seven  day^ 
In  the  vagina  on  the  seventh  morning  after  the  operation. '  b^Mre,  she  -received  medical  aid  from  Mr.  Spencer,  wh» 
The  tumour  is  pyriform,  of  a  very  firm  structure,  but  described  her  symptoms  as  those  of  great  prostration^ 
very  vascular,  and  almost  as  pervious  as  a  fine  spong%^<  '^ih  a  remarkably  slow  and  feeble  pulse,  in  fact,  inci* 


ili  kMver  ■nrfKe  baa  tHecfraied,  and  the  edges  of  that 
l^iowed  suface  are  flocoulent. 

Cabb  U. 

Mrs.  H.,  aged  42,  mother  of  three  children,  bad  been' 
in  very  good  beaUb  until  about  three  yeara  siooe» 
when  she  began  to  be  irregular,  and  for  the  laat  two 
jeanliaa  been  aaljiect  to-very  pfofoie  >iitei)nc  tomo* 
irbi^.  I  saw  ber  for  tbe  fiat  time  on  the  22n4  of 
April,  of  the  present  y^s  she  was  then  very  pale  and 
aallow,  and  exceedingly  weak  from  the  almost  continu- 
ous bsemorrbage  that  was  going  on.  She  complained 
of  great  pain  in  her  back,  and  a  sense  of  weight  and 
pitwire  in  tbe  bypogastrium.  Suspecting  tbe  existence 
of  a  morbid  growth  from  the  uterus,  I  induced,  her 
after  a  visit  or  two,  to  submit  to  an  examination,  when 
I  discovered  that  the  vagina  was  nearly  filled  with  a 
large  fibrous  tumour,  which  bled  freely  under  the* 
gentlest  pressure.  Considering  that  there  was  no 
room  for  delay,  I  proposed  a  consultation  witli  my 
ftiend  Dr.  Barbam,  who,  concurring  in  opinion,  as  to 
tbe  cbanicter  of  tbe  tomour,  and  the  seat  of  ita  attacb- 
manty  (just  within  the  os  tinc«,J  on  the  30th  of  April 
I  passed  a  ligature  round  it>  as  high  np  as  possible,  by 
tbe  aid  of  the  double  eann1a»  as  described  by  Nisseii, 
in  "Ricbter's  Anfangsgrunde."  .  Tbe  upplication  of  the.. 
ligatiifft,  as  in  the  former  easct  occasioned  little  or  ^/^ 
pain  i  it  was  tightened  daily,  and  on  the  morning  of 
May,8tby  I  found  the  tumour  detached.  No  hemo- 
nbage  enaued  from  tbe  first  application  of  the  ligature, 
nor  baa  any  returned  to  the  present  time. 

TVemendons  hemorrhagic  action  came  on,  causing , 
vklent  eoogestion  of  the  head,  lungs,  and  heart,  and 
finally,  of  tbe  abdominal  viscera,  which  required  to  be 
aet  with  suitable  remedies,  including theapplication  of 
several  doaen  of  leeches,  and  one  venesection.  The 
Ueod  drawn  contained  very  little  crassamentum,  tmd 
tbe  patient  informed  me,  that  having  accidentally  cut 
btr  fing«r  a  few  weeks  before  I  saw  ber,  a  fluid  escaped, 
almost  co]onrless*from  tbe  wound.  She  has  recovered, 
howevera  sufficiently  to  walk  out,  and  being  in  the 
neigbbonrbood  this  morning,  July  16th,  I  found  ber 
fipse  from  any  urgent  complain^.  She  told  me  that 
she  bad  been  unwell  twice  since  the  operation,  at 
regular  periods*  and  that  she  was  entirely  without  any 
vmguineous  or  muco-purulent  discharge. 

(IJieae  cases  were^illustrated  by  preparations.] 


CASK  OF 
EXTI^-UTERINE  FCETATION  WITHIN   THE 
FALLOPIAN   TUBE,  FATAL    BY  RUPTURE 
AT  THREE  MONTHS  OF  GESTATION. 

Reported  by  Spsnou  CoBBOLDy  student  as  the 
NorloUi  and  Nonsicb  Ho^ital*  and  papil  of  John 
Green  Croe8e»  Esq. 

On  tiielOtb  of  laat  December,  Mr.  Crowe  waaflsM 
tttouwUNd  to  Mrs.-  K^— — ,  trbo 


plcflit  syncope.  It  appeared  almost  evident  to  Mr. 
.  S^cer  that  she  bad  lost  blood,  but  having  made 
diligent  inquiry  to  that  effect,  he  could  in  no  waj 
atcount  t6t  these  fbrmidabl^  symptoms. '  Opium  anitf 
^tfa^r  combined  were  adannfsvsred,  and  abrhad  ralKetf 
ot»nsfd6rabIy  by  the  following  day.  Tbe  local  paiir 
fibt  described  was  somewhat  relieved  by  the  appliea- 
tjon^  of  twb  smun  successive  blisters.  The  constipatiois 
34elded  to  gentle  aperients,  and  at  tbe  end  of  a  week 
medical  services  were  discontinued.  A  few  days  sul^ 
■equently,  however,  a  rdipse  of  tbe  former  symptonv 
prevailed,  the  costlveoess  presenting  a  more  prominent 
ftoture  in  the  diagnosis.  Tbe  Oleum  Crotonis,  taken 
internally,  here  readily  producibd  the  desired  effect,  and 
Httk  or  no  furtber  tireatment  appeared  necessary. 

On  the  3rd  of  Jimttar^,  at'9p.m;,  aftef  sitting  up  fior 
severe)  hours,  tbe  patient  was  suddenly  seiied  withr 
severe  pain  in  tbe  right  Hiac  regk>n,  and  sank  mpidlf, 
expiring  after  a  period  of  two  hours. 

Autopty  forty  hours  after  death.— The  first  feature  of 
interest  was'  the  great  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  general  exsanguine  appearance  of  the  corpse.  Tb^ 
peritoneal  carity  was  loaded  with  dark,  and  chiefly 
coagulated,  blood,  (seven  or  eight  pints  at  least.)  A» 
ilje  investigation  proceeded,  a  tumour  was  at  length 
discovered  in  tbe  right  iliac  fossa,  (barely  tbe  size  of  a 
cricket  ball,)  the  external  surface  having  a  d'elicate 
•greenish  hue,'  and  tbe  whole  being  semi-transparent, 
allowing  a  foetus  to  be  distinguished  floatiog  In  a  quan- 
tity of  fiuid.  After  separating  tbe  coagula  from  it,  ob« 
third  of  tbe  mass  was  observed  to  be  enveloped  by  a 
'cyst,  the  whole  resembling  in  a  great  degree  tbe  uni- 
versal ball  and  socket-joint;  tbe  pouch  answering  ta 
the  socket  was  evidently  a  part  of  the  Fallopian  tube, 
wbich  had  been  enlai^ged  and  distended  in  so  enormo^ 
a  degree,  by  the  contained  and  Increasing  fcetus  andf 
membranes,  that  at  length  it  ruptured,  giriog  rise  to  the 
hnmorrhage. 

An  elaborate  and  tedious  dissection  nowfbllowed;  a 
ligature  was  applied  to  the  vagina  to  prevent  drainage, 
and  the  uterus  and  part  of  the  vagina,  together  with 
the  tumour,  were  removed  «n  mirrsr.  The  uterus  was 
a  nttle  larger  than  id  the  unimpregnated  state,  and  ita 
inner  surface  was  coated  with  a  semi-gelatinous  deposit, 
wbich  could  be  easily  scraped  off  with  the  handle  of  tbe 
^  scalpel ;  this  deposit  was  about  an  eighth  of  an  loch  ia 
thickness,  and  was  al!  that  the  uterine  carity  contained. 
The  distended  tube,  after  rupturing,  had  contriicted  at 
its '  base,  so  as  to  efllset  In  part  tbe  expulsion  of  tbe 
foetus  and  its  membranes.  In  tbe  right  ovariom  tbe 
eaiptts  luteum  was  observable  on  section ;  no  other 
ebsoge  was  remarked,  excepting  that  its  bulk  was 
'  greater  than  that  of  its  fellow.  Hie  passage  between 
tbe  cystic  portion  of  the  tube  and  the  uterus  was  found 
imperviona  and  obliterated.  The  left  ovarium  and 
Fallopiaa  tube  bad  undergone  bo  perceptible  change* 

Narmb,  July,  1847. 
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CASE  OF   DELIVERY  UNDER  THE    INFLO- 
ENCE  OF  ^THER. 

Bj  Henrt  B.  P1CKK88,  E»q.,  Sargeon,  Aylesburj. 

Ano  RioketU,  of  Ayleabary,  agod  38,  vm  ukea  in 
labonr,  on  Tuaiday,  Aagost  24th.  Tho  nidirife  to 
attandance  stated  khat  the  paiiu  were  sharp  and  frequent 
for  six  hoars,  when  the  membranes  raptured,  and  the 
pains  immediately  ceased,  and  only  occasionally  recor- 
red,  until  about  forty.eigbt  hours  aAervrards,  when 
the  midwife  requested  my  attendance.  X  found  her  in 
active  labouri  pains  strong  and  frequent,  the  os  uteri 
well  dilated,  soft  and  flaccid,  with  the  head  favourably 
•itoated.  At  the  expiration  of  about  two  hours, 
on  makiog  another  examination,  I  found  the  band 
presenting  through  the  os  externum,  the  shoulder, 
down  ^o  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  right  side  of 
the  thorax  compressed  within  its  cavity.  I  then  endea- 
▼oared  to  turn  the  child,  but  was  nnsacoessful,  owing- 
to  the  strong  expulsive  offorts  of  the  patient  A  full 
opiate  was  then  gi?en  her,  and  I  requested  the  assistance 
of  my  friends,  the  Messrs.  Ceely. 

In  about  half  an  hour  those  gentlemen  arrived,  and 
in  consultation  it  was  agreed  that  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  duration  of  the  labour,  the  wearied  state  of 
4W  patient,  with  declining  pains,  it  would  be  desirable 
to  put  her  under  the  full  influence  of  SBther  by  inhalation, 
previous  to  making  another  attempt  at  turning. 

The  process  and  its  object  being  fully  explained  to 
the  patient,  she  readily  assented,  and  adroitly  performed 
her  part,  under  'the  superin tendance  of  ^Mr.  R.  Ceely. 
In  seven  minutes  the  full  effect  of  sether  was  manifest, 
and  the  operation  of  turning  was  commenced  by  Mr. 
J.  p.  Ceely.  On  introducing  the  hand  into  the  vagina, 
that  and  the  os  externum  were  found  more  flaccid  and 
dilatable  than  before,  and  the  hand  and  arm  were 
readily  returned.  The  head  was  ascertained  to  be 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  with  the  chin  resting  on 
the  OS  pubis,  the.feet  on  the  back  of  the  child,  and 
ooQsequently  out  of  r^ach.  A  finger  being  introduced 
into  each  ham,  the  legs  and  feet  with  some  difficulty, 
were  .at  length  brought  down  in  succession.  During 
this  stage  of  the  process,  the  uterus  firmly  contracted 
on  the  hand  of  the  operator.  The  child  being  mani- 
festly dead,  the  extraction  of  the  head  being  impeded 
by  its  position  and  the  contraction  of  the  uterus,  the 
delivery  was  completed  by  the  introduction  of  the 
forceps.  In  a  few  minutes  the  placenta  was  expelled 
without  besmorrhage,  and  the  uteras  found  perfectly 
contracted*  The  time  occupied  in  effecting  the  delivery 
was  about  seventeao  minutes,  and  during  the  whole  of 
this  period,  the  patient  was  nearly  motionless  and 
perfectly  nnconscions.  The  inhalation  o(  ether  was 
wholly  suspended  about  every  three  minates,  from  the 
ooourrence  of  stertor,  which,  however,  was  of  short 
daration.  In  five  minutes  after  the  conclasion  of  the 
inhalation,  the  patient  recovered  herself,  but  for  a 
time,  she  was  increduloas  of  what  hod  occurred,  and 
when  convinced,  manifested  equal  surprise  and  delight, 
repeatedly  afilrming  that  she  had  been  unconscious  of 
all  that  had  passed. 

The  asflbtonce  affarded  in  this  case  by  the  use  of 


sther-inhalation,  was  marked  and  decisive,  by  the 
perfect  unconsciousness  and  passive  condition  of  the 
patient  to  the  otherwise  painful  and  diflicult  process  of 
'  turning,  although  the  uterine  contractions  were  energetie 
during  the  whole  process.  The  patient  speedily 
recovered  without  a  single  adverse  symptom. 

Aylesbury,  September  5, 1847. 


ON  SIMPLE  ACUTE  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 
MEMBRANES  OF  THE  BRAIN  IN  INFANTS. 

By  Dr.  Biixibt,  of  Geneva. 

(Tranilated/or  the  Prwinciat  Medical  and  Smrgieal  JnnuU.) 

(Continued  from  page  236. J 

V.  Tbrmikatiok:  PaoaKosiB. 

Acute  meningitis  in  infants  may  have  the  foUowing 
terminations :— I.  In  death.  2.  In  recovery.  3.  In  the 
transition  to  a  chronic  condition. 

Of  these  the  first  is  unfortunately  by  far  the  most 
frequent.  Some  authors  consider  that  this  form  of 
the  disease  is  less  fatal  than  the  tubercular  form,  but 
we  know  of  no  good  authority  for  the  assertion.  If 
indeed  the  absence  of  the  tuberculous  element  in  this 
form  of  the  disease  and  its  occurrence  in  a  previously 
healthy  constitution  might  reasonably  give  us  some 
hope  of  combating  its  progress  with  success,  there 
is  on  the  other  band  to  be  taken  into  account,  the 
riolenceof  the  inflammatory  condition,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  cerebral  disorganization  is  induced. 

That  there  is,  however,  some  ground  for  hope  in  ^e 
sporadic  form  of  the  disease,  is  fairly  to  be  antid* 
pated,  since  even  when  the  disease  is  epidemic,  some 
recoveries  occasionally  take  place.  In  looking  over 
the  works  on  meningitis  by  Golis,  Charpeotier,  and 
others,  we  do  sometimes  meet  with  instances  in  which 
real  meningitis  has  been  cored,  although  we  regard  the 
generality  of  the  cases  reported  as  cured,  to  have  been 
instances  of  erroneous  diagnosis.  [In  this  remark  we 
perfectly  sgree  with  the  author,  it  has  happened  to  us 
not  seldom  to  have  met  with  vaunted  cases  of  hydro* 
cephalus  cured,  which  have  in  reality  been  nothing 
more  than  infantile  remittent,  with  cerebral  com'plica* 
tion.  Drans.] 

It  is  no  easy  matter,  if  not  quite  impossible,  to  gtre 
anything  like  a  scientific  prognosis  in  this  disease. 
Fkcts  are  wanting,  and  the  disease  must  be  re-obserred. 
Independently  of  the  termination  in  death,  andji^ 
recbVery,  some  authors  consider  that  the  inflammttJOfl 
may  pass  into  a  chronie  state.  We  aokaowledge  that 
this  may  possibly  be  the  case,  but  we  do  not  know  el 
a  well-authenticated  instance.  In  our  experieftoe, 
whenever  there  has  existed  a  chronic  or  sub-acute,  in- 
flammation of  the  membranes  of  the  brain,  it  has  been 
so  from  the  commencement,  and  has  bees  in  the 
instance  of  a  toberenlous  subject,-**  case  in  faol»  cf 
tubercular  meningitis,  and  not  of  simple  inflalnttialsoa. 
In  those  cases  in  which  the  appearance  of  i^lse 
branes  has  led  some  authors  to  beUeve  in  tfaa 
of  ehronic  simple  otniogitis,  we;  as: we  have 
stated,   (Traitd  da  Malaiiei  dee  Stifmu^)  oonadcr 
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lll^  kjtioDs  to  be  the  result  of  a  former  meningeal 
temorrhege. 

VI.  Caubbs. 
The  ceuies  of  meniDfatsB  are  not  otlierwiie  than 
obacure,  as  might  indeed  be  expected,  when  we  con- 
»der  the  oomparatire  rarity  of  the  affection,  and  the 
Imperfection  in  the  history  of  infantile  cerebral  affec- 
tions in  general.  Most  authors  agree  in  the  great  pre- 
ponderance of  the  tubercular  form  of  the  disease  over 
that  which  we  hare  denominated  the  simple  acvte  form, 
but  they  differ  respecting  the  age  at  which  this  latter 
loost  commonly  makes  its  atucks.  Guersent,  for 
example,  states  that  in  early  infancy  it  is  more  com- 
noir  than  the  tubercular  form.  Bonchnt  aiBrms 
the  direct  contravy.  In  analyBing  a  certain  number 
of  cases  during  the  composition  of  this  essay,  we 
liave  ascertained,  that  simple  acnte  meningitis  may 
attack  children  of  all  ages;  but  that  it  is  especially 
frequent  in  the  first  and  ninth  years.  This  is  shown  in 
the  subjoined  table  :— 

Caies. 
5       . 


Primary.     Secondary. 


1st  year 

2Ddto  5tk 

tlh  to  lOtb 

lOtb  to  15th 


•  •  •  • 


< ) 


4 

13 

3 

25 


5 

2 

11 

1 

19 


0 
2 
2 
2 


It  would  appear  from  Ibis  table,  that  dentition  has 
a&  ihtimate  etiological  connection  with  the  disease, 
as  it  is  most  fre<|nent  at  the  periods  of  eruption  of  the 
-'fiifet  and  seeond  dental  series. 

IRobnft  t^Mrta  are  those  most  commonly  the  anb- 
}cct8  Of  this  disease,  at  least  as  far  as  otir  obserration 
'gdci;  and  boys  appear  to  be  more  prone  to  it 
'iBUm  girls.  According,  however,  to  the  experience  of 
dthers,  the  infloence  of  sex  is  not  perceptible. 
^  Meningitis  may  occur  in  all  seasons,  but  a  larger 
series  oTobsemtions  is  necessary  in  order  to  determine 
Whether  it  is  more  frequent  at  certain  times  of  the 
yi$t  than  at  Others.  The  distribution  of  the  cases 
nVich  form  the  bams  of  this  memoir  was  as  fbllows  :— 


^^  'Jaonary  ......    1 

February    ....    2 


Mef«fh 

AprU  . 
May  . 
June  . 


1 
1 

4 


July   

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


0 
2 

2 
4 
1 
3 


It  does  not  appear  therefore  that  the  disease  is 
espedvlly'  prevalent  in  hot  weather,  though  it  is 
incontestably  oecaaioBaUy  produced  by  Insolation.  M. 
Gnsnent  alludes  particalsriy  to  this  cause >— "The 
yvQiimged  esposore  to  the  sun's  rays  is,"  he  observes, 
f^#Ba  of  the  most  common  eausss  of  acute  meningitis, 
sspsciaUy  ia  very  yooog  children.  I  have  many  times 
lad  proof  of  this,  and  particularly  in  one  instance, 
ip  which  an  in£snt  which  had  been  left  exposed  to  the 
SBiA*day  sun  ia  the  garden,  died  of  most  extensive 
InsBtigitis  of  the  svirfsee  of  the  brain  and  cerebellam." 
'^lDi0i.  4e  M$d.)  Dr.  Whitehead  also  attaches 
fNaaimpoiteBcetotbeiaflnenceofiasolation.  Acoor^* 
laf  to  him  it  is  the  most  potent  of  all  the  causes  of 
H*  Jissass.— lledli<!a<  Gazelle  Jan.»  1844. 
.  AflMBg  tht  occasioaal  canses  of  acate  meningitis, 


is  the  repercussion  of  eruptions  of  the  scalp ;  among 

the  cases  which  we  have  met  with,  the  majority  were 
,  either  the  subjects  of,  or  had  recently  been  cured  of 

eosema,  favus,  or  impetigo. 
Direct   causes,   such  as  blows,  &c.,  may  induce 

meningitis  in  infants,  as  in  persons  of  greater  age. 
1  Parent  gives  the  case  of  a  child  of  ten  years  of  age 

who  died  of  meningitis,  the  consequence  of  fracture 

of  the  orbital  plate  of  the  frontal  bone;  such  instances 

are  however  rare. 

Vlt— TaXATllXNT. 

What  we  have  said  respecting  the  causes  of  acute 
meningitis  applies  still  more  forcibly  to  its  treatment. 
We  are  not  able,  in  the  present  state  of  science,  to 
point  out  the  most  successful  means  of  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  disease.  The  treatment  is  prophylactic 
and  cwrative, 

1.  Prophytaeiie  TVwfmfli/.— The  hygienic  rules 
which  we  have  elsewhere  insisted  upon,  in  reference 
to  tubercular  meningitis,  are  only  partially  applicable 
to  the  disease  in  question.  Instead  of  the  tonic 
medicines,  so  applicable  in  the  tuberculous  constitu- 
tion,  it  is  necessary,  in  the  probable  subjects  of  this 
disease,  to  advise  a  cooling  and  slightly  antiphlogistic 
regimen.  The  bowels  should  be  kept  free,  and  care 
should  be  taken  to  maintain  an  equable  temperature 
in  the  extremities;  the  hair  should  also  be  kept  short 
and  thin,  so  that  the  head  may  be  cool ;  and  lastly, 
tepid  baths  should  be  frequently  administered. 

As  we  have  no  intention  to  write  an  article  on 
hygiene,  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  these  general 
rules ;  but  while  upon  the  subject,  we  think  it  right 
to  allude  to  the  precautions  which  are  necessary  id 
treating  the  chronic-scalp  eruptions  of  children. 

When  the  cutaneous  inflammation  occupies  but  a 
limited  surface,  it  may  in  general  be  cured  without 
risk;  but  on  the  contrary,  when  the  diseased  surface 
is  extensive,  the  rapid  denudation  of  tbe  inflamed 
skin,  by  a  removal  of  the  scabs,  may  be  followed  by 
the  worst  consequences.  Whatever  be  the  explanatloa 
of  this,  the  fact  remains  certain.  Common  sense  theu 
indicates,  that  in  order  to  avoid  danger  these  scalp- 
eruptions  must  be  treated  with  caution,  and  as  tlte 
injurious  effects  seem  to  be  proportionate  to  the  extent 
of  the  denuded  surface,  it  is  advisable  to  treat  but 
a  small  portion  at  a  time,  and  to  encourage  free  action 
of  tbe  bowels  as  a  derivative. 

2.  Cfuratwi  Treofmsa/.^Acute  meningitis,  as  the 
moat  formidable  inflammatory  affection  to  which  infancy 
is  subject,  requires  an  energetic  treatment.  The  indi- 
cations to  be  fuelled  are  both  general  and  special. 
Among  the  former  we  may  mention— Ist,  active  aqti- 
phlogistic  treatment;  2nd,  to  favour  tbe  absorption 
of  effused  producta ;  3rd,  to  replace  the  antiphlogistic 
treatment  by  one  vigorously  derivative,  during  the 
period  of  collapse ;  4tb,  to  guard  against  all  nervous 
excitement. 

The  special  indications  have  reference  to  the  exciting 
cause  of  the  disease,  and  thus  the  treatment  roust  vary 
accordingly  as  it  succeeds  to  tbe  rapid  declension  of  a 
cutaneous  affection,  or  assumes  tbe  convulsive  or  phre« 
nitic  form,  or  appears  sporadically  or  epidemically :-» 
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XT' Bhod-lettinff, '•^Anthv^  ^re  not  agreed  as  to  tlM 
propriety  of  abstracting  lili>od  in  tubercular  meningitiii 
but  in  the  acute  form  there  can  be  no  question  0f  ita 
adTsntagea.  In  young  infants,  leeches  are  to  be  prty 
fe'rred  to  general  bleeding ;  but  in  children  of  ths^age 
of  four  years,  bleedidg  at  the  arm  is  the  best.  When 
leeches  are  determined  upon,  they  are  to  be  applied  in 
numbers  proportionate  to  the  age  of  the  child,  either  < 
40  the  head  or  to  the  extcfmities,  as  the  circumstaQsea 
of  the  case  may  appear  to  require. 

2.  Cold  AitpHcatiMi,  Bliftert,  SfC.—HemM'QWif^ 
the  first  physicians  who  employed  cold  affuaioa  in* 
meningitis,  and  appears  to  have  placed  such  .confidence 
in  this  measure  as  to  be  indifferent  to  the  employm^t 
of  others.    The  plan  was  to  pour  cold  water  upon  the 
bead  for  ten  minutes  in  erery  hour. 

[The  author  here  enters  into  a  long  account  of  the 
different  modes  of  applying  cold,  but  as  they  are  in 
common  use,  we  need  not  occupy  our  pages  with  their 
description.  The  author  himself  gi?es  the  preference 
to  a  mode  of  irrigation,  which  consists  in  conducting 
water  guttatim  by  means  of  a  skein  of  thread,  whicl\  is 
made  to  hang  from  a  vessel  of  water  over  the  head.] 

Cold  applications  are  only  useful  in  the  early  stages 
of  the  disease ;  all  authors  without  exception  condemn 
them  as  hurtful  when  coma  supervenes.  Some  writers 
then  recommend  the  substitution  of  warm  applications, 
and  Romberg  more  especially  approves  of  them*, 
Guersent  also  speaks  favourably  of  their  use  when 
there  is  little  heat  of  head.  We  have  no  personal 
experience  of  this  matter,  but  should  question  their 
advantage.  A  measure  in  which  we  have  more  confi- 
dence is  the  application  of  warm  stimulating  fomenta- 
tioBS  to  the  extremities. 

The  employment  of  blisters  must  next  occupy  our 
attention ;  writers  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  period 
most  suitable  for  their  use.  Charpentier  advises  them 
from  the  beginning,  and  applies  blisters  to  the  legs 
srithin  some  hours  of  the  commencement  of  the  treat- 
ment; if  no  amelioration  follows  these,  he  then  applies 
others  to  the  thighs  or  abdomen,  and  again  later,  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck. 

There  is  one  case  in  which  we  must  not  omit  to 
induce  vigorous  counter-irritation  of  the  scalp,-— 
namelyf  in  those  instances  in  which  the  disease  has 
supervened  upon  the  retrocession  of  a  cutaneous  erup- 
tion. In  these  cases,  blisters  to  the  scalp,  or  frictions 
'With  croton  oil,  are  strongly  indicated ;  we  give  the 
preference  to  the  latter,  and  could  relate  cases  in' 
which  it  has  been  followed  by  the  best  effects. 

PurgatioeB, — We  have  nO  great  faith  in  this  class 
of  medicines,  but,  on  the  cootrary,  have  seen  reason  to 
believe,  that  by  excitfaig  ifttestinal  irritation,  the^ 
diminish  the  chances  of 'recovery,  without  in  any 
measure  removing  the  original  disease;  nevertheless 
It  must  be  sUted,  that  Aberctombie,  Ddoyen,  and 
others,  regard  purgatives  as  a  vakiable  addition  to  i\A' 
treatment  of  meningeal  ii^lammation. 

iUiferftfiwf .— The  rapid  progress  of  acnte  meningitis, 
—the  eariy  formation  of  morbid  effusions,— the  pre- 
dominance of  fibrine  in  the  blood, — all  indicate  the 
employment  of  those  medicine*  which  promptly  and 
effectually  modify  the  crasis  of  the  blood,  and  at  the 


same  tiiM  encooiage  the  abtorptipnof  .fhe  effbaid 
piiod0eta. .   ^.. 

Mercury,  in  whatever  forw  it  ia  emplofcd,  thoald. 
1^  be  exhibited  until  after  blood-lptting,  local  er 
general.  Some  differenoe  of  opinioa.  exiiCi  as  to  the 
lose  which  is  moet  suitable.  OoUs  prefect  anaU 
4qmb»  as  the  fraction  of  a  gimin;  otben*  aad  iMce 
parlicolarly  the  Britiah  practitioatrs,  gtfe  it  mm 
liberally.  Mercurial  frietiona  are  to  be  pftfened  te 
fhe  internal  administration  of  the  mineral^,  aa  leis 
likely  to  aieite  formidable  iateatiaal  symptems. 
4  Of  late  yeara.  the  preparationa  of  iodine  have  been 
well  spoken  of,  especially  in  the  period  of  c<rilapse; 
we  have  had  soull  experience  of  their  effects  in  aeate 
meningitis,  but  have  fonsd  them  quite  ienperativtia 
the  tubercular  form  of  the  diseaae. 


Having  thus  gone  through  the  principal  remedies, 
we  shall,  in  conclusion,  lay  down  the  following  retiimi 
of  our  practice,  in  the  different  forms  of  the  affection :— 

1.  In  the  case  of  a  robust  infant,  seised  suddenly,  or 
after  a  restless  night,  with  violent  and  repeated  convnl- 
sions,  the  child  being  comatose  during  the  intervals, 
with  squinting,  contracted  pupils,  quick  pulse,  and 
respiration,  if  no  cause  can  be  assigned  for  the  attack, 
we  adopt  the  following  line  of  treatment  :— 

I  One  or  more  applications  of  four  leeches  to  the 
knee ;  large  cataplasms  to  the  extremities,  freqaently 
{renewed ;  oold  appUcatiotti  to  the  head. 
;  If  the  coDvolsiont  penift  aftir  the  lapee  of  twenty- 
foar  honn,  a^d  the  oona  it  not  lessduing  Uie  imer- 
vals,  leechea  must  be  again  applied,  and  irrigation  be 
substituted  for  the  cold  lotions.  Calomel  is  to  be 
given  internally^  and  mercurial  ointment  rubbed  iato 
the  axillsB  and  thigha.  If  the  child  becomes  pale»  the 
pulse  full,  and  the  convulsions  are  less  frequent,  the 
eoadaoed  application  of  cold  inuat  be  auspeoded.  If 
coafirmcd  coma  supervene,  bliatera  may  be  implied 
instead  of  the  cataplaama,  theae  being  kept  on  only 
sufficiently  long  to  redden  the  skin,  and  then  moved  to 
another  spot.  The  calomel  may  now  be  replaced  by 
the  iodide  of  potaaiam. 

[In  the  management  of  the  above  case,  there  appears 
to  us  one  great  omittion,—vfk.,  the  non^pcrformance  of 
lascing  the  gums,  with  the  exbibitiooof  enemata.  As 
it  la  next  to  imposstUe  in  the  fiiit  iBStaoce'Codtagnose 
centric  from  eccentric  comrubloss,  the  latter  treat* 
ment  ahoald,  in  onr  opinkm,  alwaya  premise  Ae 
more  aevefe  meainrea  above  indieated»~-7Vww.] 

2.  In  a  yonng  child,  of  one  or  two  years  of  age,  of 
strong  conatitntion,  who  is  seized  with  fiever,  with  eon* 
tinnal  somnolence,  and  accelerated  ptilse  and  breatfaMv* 
Irithout  pulmonary  lesion ;  with  a  fixed  stare,  frsqoent 
acute  cries,  repeated  vomiting,  and  constipation ;  if  it 
lias  not  been  exposed  to  the  contagion  of  fever,  M 
dentition  proceeds  normally,  the  practitioner  dioold 
•nepect  the  onset  of  acute  meningitis,  and  prescribe 
leeches  and  cataplasms,  aad  then  wait  awhile.  *  If  tbe 
aymptoms  persist,  he  moat  follow  out  the  treatmeot 
above  mentioned. 

3.  Suppose  a  child  aged  seven  or  nine  years,  of  geod 
constitution,  after  expostire  to  the  sun,  is  taken  with 
fever  and  headache,  vomiting  repeatedly,  and  is  agitated* 
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aai  conpliihft  of  the  ISglit;  if  tbere  is  no  hlittory  of 
typhoid  fever,  pbrenlds  shoald  be  suspected  and^blood 
be  ttkea  frwt  the  arm.  If  the  symptoms  dimiiiish, 
but  agaiii  incNJas*  in  inteniity,  it  is  probable  that  the- 
^Usease  has  an  intermittent  cbaraeter,  and  quinine  may 
be  eihibited  by  the  month  and  In  en  enema.  But  if 
to  these  symptoms,  deiirinm  or  coma  be  add^,  and  tt» 
dleeese  has  not  passed  the  second  or  third  day,  active 
treetneat  most  still  be  penevered  in.  The  bleeding 
is  tabe  repeated,  or  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  mastoid 
processes,  ooM  sipplieations  are  to  be  cMtittttriiy 
Applied,  and  if  there  be  no  vomiting,  and  the  bowels 
«se  obstinate,  eroton  oil  may  be  ^ven.  If|  however, 
the  vomitinif  l>e  nrgent,  we  shoald  endeavour  to  aUay 
it  by  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  bismuth,  given  every 
balf  hour.  In  addition  to  this,  mercurial  ointment 
must  be  energetically  rubbed  in.  This  treatment  is  to 
be  carried  out  during  the  second  and  third  day.  If, 
however,  the  pulse  becomes  feeble  and  irregular,  the 
lace  livid,  and  the  pupil  dilates,  the  hydriodate  of 
potash  should  be  given  and  blisters  applied. 

4.  In  the  secondary  and  more  insidious  form  of  the 
disease,  it  is  prudent  not  to  abstract  blood.  A  seda- 
tive treatment  offers  the  greatest  chances  of  success. 

C7b  be  coatwued.) 
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SEVERE    CASE   OF    SPASM,   ARISING  MtO. 
BABLT   FROM    BREATHING    AN1>   SWAL- 
IiOWING  THE  DRIED  PARTICLES  OF  THEl 
PEA.BIiIGHT. 

By  Edward  DAMint,  Esq,  Newport  PagnelL 

<Oovmnilcated  to  tiie  ProTlnelal  Medleal  and  Sorglca! 
AssoelstioD,  at  the  Aaaiversary  Meeting,  at  Derby, 
Tbnrsday,  Aogns t  dth,  1847.) 

Thomaa  Coley,  ot  Stoke  Goldiagton,  Bocks,  a  fisnt* 
laibottrer,  returned  from  his  work  apparently  in  good 
beelth,  about  seven  o'clock  last  night,  August  3dd.  Bfe 
bad' been  employed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day  in 
a  bam,  unloading  peas,  which  had  been  early  cut  in 
consequence  of  the  blight ;  in  faet,  the  peas  were 
neariy  destroyed  by  swarms  of  the  hla<A  aphist  by 
wbioh  the  peas,  and  beans  are  greatly  ajlscted  in 
ebie  neig^boorhood*  Xbe  dost  prodnced  by  unloading 
md.  staofciag  in  tto  bam  was  very  cooelderable ;  4n 
abort,  the  etmosfhers  ho  iobnled,  and  the  saliva  he- 
•wellowedf  mast  have  been  isqiregiurted  to  a  vast  extent 
with  deoofed  partioles  and  excrementitions  matter 
ftom  the  dead  bodies  of  these  insecu.  He  had  his 
nsoal  quanti^  of  beer,  which  amounted  in  the  conrso- 
of  the  day  to  one  quart  and  half«a-pint  Of  what  bis 
food  consisted  I  was  not  informed. 

About  eight  o'clock  he  was  seized  with  severe  pain  in 
hia  bowels,  which,  gradually  increased  in  severity  until , 
tbe  whole  abdominal  muscles  swelled  and  enlarged, 
becoming  tense  and  hard,  like  pressing  upon  a  boards 
The  spasmodic  action  then  extended  to  the  cheat,  wUcbi 
became  equally  rigid,  accompanied  with  diificnlty  of 
breathing.  In  less  than  an  hour  from  his  first  seisure  the 
paroxysms  ot  pain  became  so  severe  that  it  required 
four  strong  men  to  hold  him,  he  rolling  upon  the  floor, 
in  the  most  intense  agony,  and  breathing  with  much 


difficulty,  accompanied  by  a  noise,  as  though  it  required 
vastmuscolar  eifcrt  to  fill  the  lungs  at  alL  His  feet 
and  hands  were  cold,  and  his  body  covered  with  clammj 
perspiration. 

When  I  saw  him,  which  was  not  until  two  hours  aa\l 
a  half  after  the  seizure,  he  was  sitting  on  a  chair,  with 
his  body  bent  forward,  forcibly  pressing  himself 
against  a  table,  occasionally  writhing  and  groaning 
hmssaotly,  still  breathing  With  great  difficulty.  I 
believe  he  both  heard  and  understood  my  questions,  but 
tMS  tuable  to  answer  them,  or  even  to  articulate  in 
Ihe  letott  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  perfectly- 
dilated,  amd  the  pulse  exceedingly  fteble.  The  extreme 
hiidnees  of  the  abdomen  had  been  relieved  when  I 
arrived,  probably  from  the  unloading  of  the  prmm  vt«, 
for  it  appeared  a  few  minutes  before  he  had  passed  • 
copious  loose  stool,  so  extremely  offensive  that  it  wap 
removed  Immediately,  and  t  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  it. 

The  case  assumed  so  anomalous  a  character,  that  I 
became  impressed  with  a  belief  tliat  it  arose  entirely 
from  the  poisonous  property  of  the  particles  of  the 
dried  aphi$  or  pea*blight,  with  which  the  atmosphere  he 
had  breathed  had  been  so  fully  charged ;  and  considering 
it  likely,  as  the  harvest  advances,  tbere  may  6e  other 
cases  present  themselves  equally  anomalnns,  it  occurred 
to  me  that  it  might  not  be  unworthy  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association,  now  assembled  at  Derby. 

t  administered  ten  grains  of  calomel  and  two  grains 
of  opium  in  a  pill.  I  then  left  the  patient  for  half  an 
hour,  after  having  first  directed  his  feet  to  be  bathed  in 
warm  water,  and  the  abdomen  to  be  fomented  with 
flannels,  dipped,  and  wrung  out,  in  water  as  hot  as  ho 
could  bear  it  On  my  return  he  was  relieved ;  couscious- 
ness  and  articulation  returned.  Prescribed  an  active 
aperient,  composed  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  and  jalap. 

Aug.  3rd.  This  morning  a  messenger  was  dispatched 
to  me  to  say  he  continues  better,  but  has  had  no  action 
of  his  bowels.  Ordered  pills  of  calomel  and  eroton  oil. 

The  pills  of  calomel  and  eroton  oil  produced  very 
eopions  action  upon  the  bowels,  and  entirely  removed 
the  painful  symptoms  under  which  the  patient  laboured. 
He  was  able  to  return  to  his  work  in  three  daye  after 
the  seizure. 

A  few  days  after  this  case,  I  n^ade  enquirea  of  the 
farmer  whether  any  of  his  other  men  were. at  all 
affected  who  had  been  employed  in  carrying  or  housing 
the  peas.  I  found  that  another  man  was  ,so  un,well 
the  next  day  that  he  was  unable  to  resume  his  work, 
but  the  case  passed  over  without  medical  treatment. 
The  farmer  himself  was  slightly  affected ;  he  complainedt 
the  same  evening  of  severe  pain  in  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  and  (as  is  usual  with  such  men,)  had  recourse 
to  stimulants  to  relieve  it  He  took,  before  going  to 
bed,  two  tumblers  of  hot  brandy-and-water,  and  found 
himself  well  in  the  morning. 

It  would  appear  from  these  cases  that  the  dried 
particles  of  the  pea-blight,  when  mingled  with  the 
saliva  and  swallowed,  or  breathed  into  the  lungs,  par- 
ticularly iB.a  close  place  like  a  barn,  where  the  carrenta 
of  fresh  air  are  hat  slight,  produce  effects  upon  tho 
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^stem  analogoos  to  certain  poisons,  SnAaenoiDg 
nainlj  the  nerrous  system.  In  CoIeySs  base  tlie 
functions  of  the  hrain  were  decidedly  distnrbed^  ai 
WM  ^Tidenced  hj  the  dilated  sute  of  the  papil,  aiid 
ilie  rtv^re  eouTnlsiTe  action,  not  only  of  the  ahdomlnal 
nnteles,  hat  of  the  mnseles  annonnding  the  pharynt 
Slid  larynx,  the  latter  heing  eompreaaed  to  aaffoeBtion, 
did  the  power  ol  articnlation  hecoming  ooaiequaotly 
suspended. 


PROVINCIAL 

4mtlyfcal  &  Surgical  Slount^v 

WEDNESIMY,  SEPTEMBER  22,  1947. 


It  is  with  feelings  of  a  very  paiilfal  eharaeter 
tliBt  we  feel  ourselves  again  called  upon  to 
remark  on  the  fatal  coarse  of  the  fever  wliich 
siill  continues  to  prevail  in  Ireland»andinmany 
parts  of  this  oountry.  It  cannot  hut  have  been 
noticed^  that  each  snccessive  number  of  this 
Journal  records  the  loss  of  ]MroBiising  meinbers 
of  the  profession^  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life^ 
domestic  ties  severed,  and  their  fsmiliesy  too^ 
«ftea  left  entirely  unprovided  for.  In  a  cour 
temporary  journal,  the.  Dublin  Medical  Pfew,  <^ 
the  8th  instant,  we  read  the  following  testimony 
to  Dr.  George  Vickers  Dunne,  one  of  the  vie* 
tims  of  this  fearful  visitation  :— 

"  Dr.  Dunne  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  had 
just  laid  the  foundation  of  a  successful,  honour- 
able, and  useful  career ;  he  had  secured  the 
esteem  of  many  attached  friends ;  he  had  estab- 
lished for  himself  a  high  reputation ;  and  was  in 
the  enjoyment  of  complete  domestic  and  sodlfl 
happiness.  ♦  ♦  ♦  •  While  at  Maryborough 
Be  won  the  respect  of  all  classes  by  his  many 
amiable  qualities ;  and  for  his  unwearied  attend- 
ance upon  the  sick-poor  of  the  town  and  n^h* 
hourhood,  he  will  long  be  remembered  with  the 
liveliest  gratitude.  At  Brril],  his  late  residence, 
his  skill,  humanity,  and  attention,  caused  him 
to  be  generally  beleved.  He  was  kind  and 
courteous  in  his  demeanour,  generous  and  cojft- 
£ding  in  hia  attadhments,  and  nncere  in  hia 
friendships.  His  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  by  that 
district,  which  had  become  fully  aware  of  the 
value  of  his  services ;  and  particularly  by  the 
humbler  classes,  to  whose  assistance  he  devoted 
the  utmost  attention  during  the  late  calamitous 
season,  when  the  duties  of  the  profession  were 
doubly  arduous." 

And  this  is  a  record  which  we  feel  assured, 
with  some  variation  in  circumstance,  will  apply 
more  or  less  to  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
medical  officers,  whether  in  Ireland,  Scotland, 
or  England,  who  have  been  in  like  manner  suf- 
ferers from  the  contagion  of  the  '*  famine-fever." 
From  researches    instituted   by  Professor 


Cusack  and  Dr.  Stokes,  it  would  appear  that,  is 
ordinary  times,  nearly  one  half  of  the  medical 
practitioners  in  Ireland  suffer  from  fever,  and 
that  the  medical  profession  of  that  country  is 
more  than  decimated  by  its  ravages.  The^ 
soldier  in  time  of  war  Is  less  certain  ef  entering 
battle,  than  is  the  Irish  physiciao  of  heAAg^ 
attacked  hy  fever ;  while  the  prospect  of  vlti- 
mate  escape  with  life  is  greatly  in  favour  of  iihe 
former.  Wbkt '  the  a<nual  mortality  amoAg^ 
medical  men,  from  the  *'  fattiine-fever,'*  faiay 
have  been,  we  haVe  no  means  of 'iscertaihliigv 
but  there  is  every  reason  to' fear,  that  the  deattis 
which  have  taken  place  greatly  exceed  in  num* 
ber  those  which  have  been  recorded. 

The  subject  is  one  which  cliallenges  inquiry, 
for  there  can  be  no  question  that  a  great  public 
debt  is  owing  to  the  families  of  those  who  thus 
devote  themselves  to  the  general  good,  and  that 
although  nothing  can  compensate  to  the  anr-i 
viving  widows  and  orphans,  it  is  at  least  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  preserve  tbem  from 
utter  destitution,  and  to  allow  them  snch  sop- 
port  as  may  enable  the  widow  to  live  in  tolersKle 
comfort,  and  to  bring  np  her  children  in  decency 
and  in  respectability. 

There  are  two  points  which  urgently  press  for 
consideration  as  regards  the  state  of  the  raedieal 
staff  in  the  public  management  of  these  fever 
institutions.  To  one  of  these  we  have  just 
briefly  allnded,-*the  making  of  some  peblie 
provision  for  the  families  of  those  who  fidl  h 
sacrftfiee  to  fever  in  thediaefaarge  of  their  efllfeisi 
duties.  The  other  is  the  still  more  Important 
point  of  endeavouring,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  sacrifice. 

**  That  medical  men,'*  well  observes  our  Dublia 
contemporary,  "  must  encounter  the  danger 
i^ttending  the  treatment  of  persons  labouring 
under  typhus  fever>  we  of  course  admit,  but  we 
deny  that  they  are  to  be  weatonly  exposed  to> 
this  danger  in  a  tenfold  degree  from  aegligeneet^ 
mismanagement,  and  passimoay**'  And  skaaie 
it  is  to  the  autborities,  i^eever  they  may  be» 
psblio  or  private,  that  any  meritorions  effioer 
should  be  subjected  to  the  certainty  of  becoming 
infected  with  malignant  disease  by  the  witnt  ot 
all  fitting  arrangemnents  in  the  receptacles 
appropriated  to  those  suffering  from  it.  The- 
fever-hospital,  in  which  Dr.  Dunne  endeavoured 
to  administer  relief  to  the  missies  of  the  poor 
people  around  him,  consisted  of  the  '*  mud  walls 
of  an  old  cottage,  eked  out  with  boarding,  and 
covered  with  straw  ;*'  and  in  this  wretched  shed 
nearly  sixty  persons  were  crowded  together 
under  treatment  at  the  lime  he  contracted  the 
fever  of  which  he  died.  The  shed  was^  it  appears^ 
constructed  by  himself,  unprovided  with  the 
necessary  funds,  out  of  the  only  materials  whicb 
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He  eould  command.  Tliis«  however,  is  but  one 
instance  of  what  is  in  general  operation  through- 
out Ireland,  for  we  are  informed  that  there  are 
"some  three  or  four  hundred  of  these  temporary 
pest-houses,"  scattered  throughout  the  country, 
''  with  a  corresponding  number  of  medical  practi- 
tioners In  charge  of  them/'  The  arrangements 
in  Ibis  country  slso  ha?e  been  by  no  means  perfect 
in  their  kind,  for  which  Liverpool  might  be 
appealed  to  as  an  example,  and  many  valuable 
lives  have  been  even  here  unnecessarily  sacrificed 
in  consequence. 

Into  the  question  of  what  is  pecessary  to  be 
dose  lowards  remedying  sttch.a  state  .oliv^<s«  it 
is  not  in  .our  power  to  enter  on  this  occasioii, 
but  this  one  point  we  ivould  seriously  impressi 
th^t  wbenever  s ^ch  a  calamity  as .  has  lately 
visited  u^,  makes  its  appeai;aikce,  whether  It  be  in 
£fl\g]aiidf,  Ireland,  pr  Scotland*  there  if  should  be 
promptly  m^t;  for  independently, of  the  common 
tiaof  huqianity,  the  claims  of  long  and  closest 
intprcoursOji  of  friendship,  and  family  connection, 
which  unite,  or  should  unite,  the  inhabitants 
of  these  countries  into  one  true  brotherhood^ 
we,  may  rest  assured  that  one  cannot  suffer 
without  the  others  suffering  also,  end  that  t)ie 
contagious  disease  which  privation  and  destitu- 
tioli  generate  in  the  cottage,  will  assuredly 
spread  to  the  mansion,  and  thence  also  carry  off 
its  appointed  victims. 


as 
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A  TrtaJHse  an  the  Stiuciure,  Diseases,  and  Injuriet  of  tht 
Blood-Venels,  Sfc,  By  Edwards  Crisp,  M.R.C.S., 
&c.  &c.    London:  1847.    8vo.  pp.  354.'    Plates. 

We  hare  great  plsasere  in  oomaranding  to  the  notlee 
of  the"  members  of  the  Previncial  Assoofatiou  this 
eaSeUent  work  of  one  of  our  Assodatea.  It  bad  already 
leoeived  the  approbctlon  ef  the  Royal  College  of 
Sinrgeont,  as  the  essay  to  which  the  Jacksonian  Prize 
for  the  year  1844  was  awarded,  bat  has  since  been 
reviaed  and  extended,  so  as  to  render  it  more  complete 
aa  a  treatise  on  the  auliiject  to  which  it  refers,  and  con- 
seqaently  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  profession. 
After  a  short  chapter  on  the  stmctore  of  arteries  and 
veins,  we  are  saocessitely  led  to  the  consideration  of 
the  morbid  conditions  of  arteries,  under  the  several 
heads  of  arteritis,  arterial  deposits,  diseases  of  the 
aortic  valves,  of  the  pulmonary  artery  and  its  valves, 
abdominal  polsation,  anearism  and  its  varieties, 
dilatation  of  arteries,  olceration,  rupture,  and  wounds 
of  arteries.  The  diseases  of  veins  are  then  treated 
of,.  »9cln4|n|;  ^hle^iUs,  phlegmasia  dolens, , oblitera- 
tion and  obstruction,  dilatation  of  veins,  varix,,  hsmo. 
irh<dds,  ulceration  and  wounds  of  velnt.    A  chapter 


is  added  on  the  admission  of  air  into  Teins;  and 
there  is  alao  an  appendix  on  the  structure  and 
d^aSM  of  the  blood-vesselB  of  the  lower  animals. 
Tbe«  subjects  are  illustrated  with  numerous  cases, 
many  of  which  were  witnessed  by  the  author;  and 
scafMred  throaghout  will  be  found  much  IntersstiBg 
statisdcal  inCnrmation,  and  several  yaluable  tables,—- 
la  pailicalar  a  table  of  ^1  cases  ^f  spontaneous 
aneurism,  selected  indiscriminately  from  the  British 
m^oai  periodfeab,  from  the  year  1786  to  the  date  of 
publication. 

We  quite  'agree  in  the  opinion  which  hat  been 
expressed,  that  the  utility  of  this  table  is  greatly 
lessened  for  reference  for  statistical  purposes,  by  the 
want  of  all  arrangement  of  the  eases,  but  we  are  never- 
tlieleas  obUged  to  the  author  for  having  thus  brought 
together,  under  one  view,  a  mass  ot  valuable  informs^ 
tion,  which  the  exeralse  of  a  Htde  patience  and  the 
expenditure  of  a  little  time  will  enable  any  one  to 
consult  Mth  advantage. 

The  sub)eet  of  arteritis  is  treated  lit  some  lengfii',  and. 
sevcliral  interesting  cases  are  gifen,  but  the  chief  atten- 
tion of  (he  author  hAs  been  obviously  directed  to  that 
at  {(nearism,  and  Its  several  varieties.  Oh  referring  to 
the  treatment  of  aneurism  by  pressure,  which  hai  of 
late  excited  so  much  attention,  we  find  the  merits  of 
the  Dublin  Surgeons,  in  the  revival  and  again  bring{n|f 
into  notice  of  this  mode  of  treatment,  acknowledged. 
The  author  expresses  the  opiaion,  **that  this  method 
of  treating  aneurisms  of  the  femoral  and  brachisl 
arteries  will,  after  a  few  years,  be  universally  adopted,^ 
and  that  **  a  surgeon  will  not  consider  himself  justified 
in  usiog  the  knife,  until  pressure  has  had  a  fair  trial." 
Mr.  Crisp  had  before  expressed  his  belief,  when  writing 
on  this  subject  in  1844,  that  pressure  might  be  more 
frequently  adopted.  At  that  time  he  was  acquainted 
with  only  six  recent  saooessful  cases.  The  general 
table  before  referred  to,  comprises  twenty-one  cases, 
and  others  he  says  «<  have  been  treated  successfully  by 
Messrs.  Todd,  MoUoy,  Dnggan,  Cusac,  [Cnsaok,  we 
in^same,  the  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Ireland,]  Crampton,  Harrison,  Darnell, 
Armstrong,  and  O'Ferrall.  Considering  the  vast 
importance  of  the  inquiry,  and  the  opposition  still 
offered  to  this  mode  of  treating  aneurism,  by  Professor 
Slyme,  of  Edinburgh,  and  some  other  distinguished 
surgeons,  the  cases  here  alluded  to,  ought  to  hate 
found  a  place  in  the  general  table,  or  what  would  have 
been  better,  all  the  recently-recorded  instances,  suc- 
cessful or  otherwise,  in  which  compression  had  been 
had  recourse  to  for  the  cure  of  aneurism,  might  have 
been  given  in  a  separate  table,  which  would  not  have 
been  surpassed  in  interest  by  any  other  in  the  work. 
It  may  be  observed  here,  that  the  author  is  not  dis- 
posed to  place  much  reliance  on  the  operation  of  gal- 
yano-punctnre,  lately  recommended  by  M.  Petrequin, 
of  Lyons,  which  indeed,  it  little  more  than  incidentally 
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iMBtlMMd,  u44iMiiMid  in  » lUigte  hn»tpm§t»jpk  at  I  in  son«  inttaooes  in  vbkh  Uiit  ftbdomintl  pilMiioA 
•««•  10a  or  a  dosen  lia«a. .  iuid  been  notiotd,  bat  thej  tbrw  UiUe  light  oa  Um 

A»  *  Ml^Jaet  of  MOM  InltNtt  ood  Dwiiioaal  o^bw^.  pftthologjc  ol  the  affeeiion.    In  one  only  of  ibno  ut 
nomoBt  to  the  preetltioner,  end  at  the  eoM  Hbm^    the  eoate  of  the  aorta  daoeribed  ee  being  ^nOiir 
often  Ihe  touree  of  maoh  alarm  and  anxiety  te  4ie  <  thini|er  than  nataral,"  and  the  esfneuioB,  it  van  be 
patient,  we  were  dctiroos  of  aieertaining  wbethei^  tbe  '  admitted,  ii,  to  eaj  the  leait^  a  tbiy  indefinite  ont.    • 
lemarkable  polsation  in  the  epigaetriami  formerly  lo 

ganeraUj  looked  upon  as  depending  on  aneurism,  had  "" 

leoeired  any  additional  iUastraiion  in  the  work  before    ObftrwUions  en  ilnenrtpiM,  mwl  if«  TVeefsuaf  hy  Cm,' 
vs..   The  attentionof  the  profession  in  this  conntiy  was       preuUm.  By  O'bnYAK  Bbllinchb am,  M.D.,  EdiiL, 
first  called  to  the  nature  of  this  pulsation  by  Dr.  l^eiiillHj 
C  Traneacaoae  of  the  College  of  Fhysieiana,**  ■# U  l\4 
nnd  since  that  time  iu  nen-eonneeiion  ae  a  ^jm|»tem 
with  anearism   has   been  very  generally  admttMd. 
There  is,  howoTer,  some  reason  to  belioTe,  that  a  too 


ready  reception  ot  the  views  of  Dr.  Baillie  has,  in  reeommending It aeglflaga<empendittm of tiwfchloiy 

aome  instances,  led  to  an  nndae  disregard  of  the  symp-  of  the  treatment  of  anenrlMi  by  eomprenioa.    It 

toipi  which  we  may  observe  whenever  present  should  moreover  contains  a  summary  of  the  cases  of  sneorimi 

receive  the  closest  Invesligaiion  on  the  part  of  the  inwbicbgalvano-punctnrebasliitbertobeenperfomMd, 

piactitioner*  however  ^eelroai  he  may  be  of  giving  his  together  with  a  brief  exposition  of  the  mode  in  wUdi 

patient  the  benefit  of  the  mora  fhtfring  vImts  of  Its  it  ^ts,  in  effecting  the  cure  of  aneurism.    On  each  of 

import  which  are  nnqnasHonably  to  be  eoMrtamod  h|.  these  subjects,  and  espedally  on  the  former,  it  will  be 

nmsy  of  the  easee  whieh  praeent  themealves.              >  fonaA  to  afford  intereetingand  neefnl  informatioa :  and 

If r.  Crisp  classes  the  eaeee  ia  wUoh  this  puleaHon  is  to  the  opeimtif a  aargaon  cannot  bat  proft  of  boA 

observed  nnder  three  categories .— 1.  <*  Those  depend-i  >  eeiietance  in  directing  hie-  attentiMi  to  the  soarees 

3ng  upon  constitutional   causes,  such  es  chloMefe,  vhef%  more  ample  details  of  the  cases  rsfimed  to 

hysteria,  anemia,  from  loss  of  blood,  &c.;  in  short,  ney  be  obtained, 

any  state  of  system  inducing  an  impoverished  oonditioxi^  ^                                                              — ^^^!=^ 


Fellow  of  and  Professor  in  the  School  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  in  Ireland^  &c.,  and  one  of  the 
Surgeons  to  St.  Vincent's  Hospital.  London.  1847. 
pp. 181. 


We  notice  thto  IHth  warkhaM,  Inr  the  pmyomef 


of  the  circulatinK  fluid,  or  derangement  of  the  nerv. 
one  fonctiona."  3.  Mechanical  obatmction,  as  froi^ 
taaoure  of  vaiions  kinds  pressing  upon  the  aorta,v- 
**  enlarged  panereae  or  spleen,  scinhons.etomaeh*  dia> 
eaaed  meaentaric  glands,  and  c<41ectlene  of  air  and., 
acybalooa  matters  in  the  bowels."  a  Sympathede' 
nflbotion  of  the  aorta  with  other  diseased  sutes,  oon- 
aidered  by  the  author  as  the  most  frequent  form  under 
which  the  symptom  appears. 

In  referanoe  to  this  last  section  we  find  the  following . 
obfarraliona:— •*  Although,"  aays  the  author,  <<  I  am. 
tfapoeed  to  egiee  wUt  these  authorities,  (Dr.  Baillie^ 
Dr.  Fansaety  and  Dt.  Stokes^  that  stomach  or  intestinal 
afiection  is  generally  the  exciting  cause  ojf  this  malady, 
I  believe  that  it  can  only  take  place  when  the  parietes 
of  the  veesel  are  in  a  weakened  condition  :  this  proba- 
bly depending  upon  structural  defect,  or  the  derange, 
pent  of  nervoua  infinence.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine 
Ihat  local  pulsation  can  arise  from  nervous  excitability 
alone,  or  that  the  upper  part  of  the  aorta  can  be  mor- 
Mdly  excited  without  the  lower  portion  being  in  a 
aifl»Uar  state;  if,  however,  the  coats  of  the  artery,  from 
i^an^  of  innervation  or  structural  peculiarity,  lose  their 
tone,  and  poaaeas  greater  tenuity  and  extensibility  incer- 
tain  parts,  the  phenomenon  is  more  readily  explained. 
If  functional  disorder,  or  structural  lesion  of  the 
stomach  alone,  would  produce  inordinate  pnlsation  in 
a  healthy  artery,  these  cases,  instead  of  being  rare, 
would  be  of  daily  occurrence." 

Mr.  Crisp  gives  the  appearances  observed  after  death 
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GALTANISII   IN  UTXUNX   H^ifOSmBlGK. 

Dff.  BadCerd  reported  the  foUowfng  instsne«  ef 
succesafol  appHtattwi  of  galvanism  to  the  uterai  ia  a 
case  of  aooidental  hmmofrtw«i,  which  shews  that  the 
atimnlaUon  of  the  nterua  mfgr  bejsfikiently  prod^pad 
midiaUly  through  the  abdominal  patiatra:— 

On  October  13th,  1846,  I  was  requested  to  ^viiit 
Mary  Daniel,  who  waa  aaid  to  be  much  reduosd  bj 
continued  flooding.  The  following  are  my  notes  of 
the  case  at  the  time :— She  is  thirty  yean  of  afSi 
tall  and  thin,  and  of  a  lencophlegmatic  oonstitation. 
She  has  a  bad  cough,  and  expectorates  a  quaatiV  of 
muco-pnrulent  matter.  She  is  now  In  laboar  of  her 
fourth  child.  Her  first  labour  was  quick*  and  the 
child  a  girl ;— in  her  second^she  was  atiU  mots  spssdilj 
delirared  of  a  boy  tt^^  third  was  also  a  boy,  afler  % 
lingering  labour.  All  these  three  Ubouis  were  attended 
with  excessive  jKxt-fNO'fam  flooding,  in  which  exirsne 
syncope  occurred,  and  were  followed  with  great  vesk- 
nass,  from  which  she  was  a  long  time  beibre  she 
recovered.  Her  present  labour  (the  fourth,)  befsa 
at  eleven  o'clock  p,m.,  October  12thy  and  reguUr  paiss 
continued  «l  short  inter? als  until  halApast  fire  the 
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iMZt  nor&ing.  Wlmi  M n.  Mather,  the  midwife) 
Tirftod  her,- «he ee-uterl'Wtts  OBuf^taBj  dihitedy  the 
aieahraiiee  had  qpoDtaneooely  mptnred,  ani.  «,.e9«ll 
qoiBtitj  of  liqaor  aamli  mi  diiefaerged.  Then  wee 
•  eontiniied  diihbiiBg  dieobaife  6f  hlood>  whioh  wee 
moeompMiied  at  timet  with  $oihes.  The  paina  oow 
altogether  ceaaed,  aad  did  not  retnrn  for  two  or  three 
honn,  and  then  to  alightly  at  to  he  ecarcely  felt  hj 
the  patient 

I  arrived  with  the  galvanic  apparataa  at  the  patienfs 
lioase  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  aod  was  kindly  accom- 
panied hy  Mr.  Rnncom,  the  resident  medical  officer 
of  the  Lying-in  Hospital.  She  was  Tory  moch  ex- 
luittsted,  her  coantenance  ghastly  pale;  her  lips  and 
tengoe  were  aleo  rery  pale;  the  polee  waa  very  freqnent, 
amd  to  iMUe  a»  aometteea  noa  to  be  >  fUt.  The  oa 
iit«ri.w«a]Marly  l^dilAtad,  and  ineloded  a  pofOmi 
of  ttieheadwhiahJbadpaaaia  thimitbU;  thMwwaaa 
dribbling  pale  aaagniaeona  dischai;ge;  there  had  been 
210  pain  of  conaeqoeace  for  a  oonaiderable  time  fs 
aiboTo  reported.  I  now  applied  my  hand  on  the 
•bdomen  over  the  atems,  and  was  immediately  ttnick 
with  the  ezoeatire  thinness  of  the  abdominal  and 
uterine  parietes.  The  rotondity  of  the  breech,  and 
the  sharp  and  projecting  parts  of  the  ehild*t  limbe, 
were  easily  Mt,  and  one  part  oevld-be  as  leadUy  traoed 
to  another,  as  if  only  eowrai  with  4wa  thin  leMa  •f 
cotton  olofli.  In  Im^  I  ootid  #aatty  Smmf  ^  liftbt. 
I  now  mentioned  to  Mr.  Ronoom,  that  I  considered 
it  a  very  good  case  for  the  applioation  of  galvanism; 
«nd  I  also  mentioned  oar  plan  to  the  patient,  who  at 
first  felt  a  lUtia  otjeei^ni  but  Mi.Teadiibr*f«Madad 
ao  iU  ose.  The  power  used,  a|  first,  was  slight,  bat 
gradually  .increaaed  nntil  the  lever  waa  placed  at  the 
liighest  point*  The  two  hand  condactora  were  only 
vaed,  aad  applied  estemally  on  opposite  points  on  the 
•bdoBMD,  varying  from  time  to  time  their  relative 
poaitiona,  thereby  eariyisg  the  galvaaie  floid  tfaroogh 
the  Umgitodittal,  transversal,  and  obliqae  diametera 
of  the  nteros.  The  beneficial  infiaence  of  the  remedy 
was  soon  apparent,  and  the  extreme  atonic  sUte  of 
the  nterns  was  now  gradoally  exchanged ;  iu  parietes 
bedune  'finner,  and  thr  edges  of  the  organ,  which 
before  were  so  soft  aa  to  appear  to  float  amongat  the 
sMomina]  viscera,  from  not  being  traceable,  now 
bedame  defined.  This  favoarable  organic  condition 
proceeded;  and  l!be  induced  paini,  at  first  grinding 
and  slight,  became  powerfoUy  axpolsatorf ;  and  the 
child  (a  girl,)  was  bom  alive  at  half-past  one  o'clock, 
about  an  hour  after  we  began  our  operations.  As  soon 
aa  the  nterfne  energy  was  fully  roused,  the  child  was 
Tapidly  and  foadbly  expdled.  The  hand  was  applied 
over  the  uterus,  which  was  fbund  firtnly  contracted. 
The  discharge  of  blood  ceased  as  soon  as  the  uterus 
began  to  contract.  The  placenta  was  expelled  in 
sfttfnt  five  minutes;  the  nterns  had  fiiirther' firmly 
contraofed ;  there  was  not  the  least  hemorrhage,' 
and  the  constitntlonal  condition  of  the  pstient  was 
asudh  improved[,  and  indeed  much  better  than  could 
reaionaUy  have  been  expected. 

October  14th.  No  flooding;  slept  weU;  passed  urine; 
tongne  moist;   pulse  90;  cough  Very  trOnblesomto; 


bowela  notmoTed ;  beUy  free  from  tendennss ;  uttme" 
felt  to  be  firmly  contraoted ;  she  had  very  alight  aflar 
paia»  at  whieh  aha  opressad  haiialf ;  aarpriaed,  having 
so  a«ffarelgt  aoflemd  alter  eaoh.  of  her  iom»  laboora;. 
.ihain  v*«  "B^^  ^^  ^^  breasts. .  Ordered  child. to  be 
a|>p)ied;  an  enema  to  be  administered.  To  take 
Opii,  gr.  ss.;  Extr.  Hyoscyami,  gr.  iij.,  three  times  a 
day.    Linctus  Papav.  for  cough. 

l5th.  Slept  Well;  tongue  clean;   pulse  84;  bowels 
once  moved;  passed  water;  slight  lochial  discharge;, 
plenty  of  milk ;  belly  free  from  pidn.    Continue  tha 
lAeofeint^. 

Vram  ^fiie  above  date  she  continued  to  gain  strength^ 
mad  her  oough  to  improve,  and  when  last  seen  waa 
qnttawell. 

JSmorAs.— There  ia  no  apparent  caus^  for  the 
hflBmorrhage;  it  may,  however,  have  been  produced 
by  the  violent  coagh  acting  mochanically  upon  a 
portion  of  the  uterine  parietes,  thereby  inducing  locaT 
spasm,  which  very  frequently  tends  partially  to  separate 
the  placenta  from  its  attadfament.  Rupture  of  the 
membranes  in  case  of  accidental  hemorrhage,  in 
general  eflteti^ly  arrests  the  discharge;  bat  in  this 
#ase,  aaia  Many  others  which  have  fallen  under  my 
ebeervation,  it  filled  to  btlng  abeut  eomplele  aCeriaa 
eontvaeclon*  What  plan  can  we  depend  upon  under 
i  suah  cfamnmstanoes?*- Artificial  deliverjLf-^Seoale  oor» 
natifm  t— Galvanism  ? 

i  Tha  first  or  artificial  delivery  is  liable  to  serioaa. 
objections  in  the  great  majority  of  cases;  and  there- 
fore we  ought  only  to  have  recourse  to  it  when  some- 
tetraordinary  circumstance  exists  to  demand  this  pro- 
pedure. 

The  second  meana  which  may  be  employed  la  tha 
Seoile  Oermitom.  This  drug  ialiable  to  great  deteriera- 
pkt^  Its  operation  is  not  always  ceruin;  its  failara 
liependattg  sometimes,  perhaps,  on  its  inert  qualities^ 
but  frequently  on.  a  constitutional  idiosyncracy  whioh 
^••IsU  its  powers.  There  are  organic  states  which 
forbid  its  nse;-*when  the  os  uteri  is  uudilated  or 
nndllatable,  the  child  being  still  alive,  it  ought  not 
to  be  adminstered.  If  in  such  a  ease  it  induces  power- 
fill  tonio  contraction  of  the  uterus,  it  destroys  tha 
child ;  we  cannot  control  or  confine  ita  action,  and 
therefore  it  is  totally  unsuitable  to  oases  in  wUeh  we 
only  want  a  limited  eitfect  Again,  if  exhaustion  is 
an  element  in  the  case,  it  is  wholly  inapplicable,  a» 
we  ought  not  to  adopt  any  means  which  tend  farther 
to  depress  the  vital  powers. 

The  powerful  and  sanatory  influence  of  galvanismr 
was  most  decidedly  obtained  in  the  preceding  case 
and  the  great  advantage  of  this  agent  is,  that  iU  oA'ccta 
may  be  carried  to  any  degree,  from  first  only  exciting 
the  uterus  so  to  contract  that  its  diameters  are  lessened 
and  that  its  tissue  comes  to  be  applied  to  the  body  of 
the  child.  These  however  may  be  at  pleasure  increased, 
so  as  to  accomplish  the  expulsion  of  the  child  and 
placenta.  The  gradual  changea  produced  upon  the 
uterine  tissue  were  admirably  seen  in  fhe  foregoing 
case ;  ind  also  its  great  power,  developed  by  its  con- 
tinned  application,  to  arrest  the  discharge,  expel  the 
child  and  the  placenta,  and  leate  the  organ  safe  iiom 
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tli6'<00Mmiie«  otfmUiMartiim  flooding.    It  it  well  h«n  ]  ttjUd  the  period  of  iiuidions  invMlon,  nitAed  \j 


J 


to  Oitt  to  mind,  tlitt  tliii  wonmn  bad  in  «U  former 
lAbonrs,  torions  poa-partum  floodings,  «id  violont  ftllor* 
paint.  In  tlie  prtttnt  ctae,  the  irtt  taved  At  danger 
•of  tlM  ono,  and  tbt  tnffering  of  the  other. 

6n  en^airy  by  Mr.  JSUis  Jones,  whether  the  ergdt 
might  not  have  proved  eqaallj  efficacious,  ia  case  it 
haa  been  had  recourse  to.  Dr.  Radford  expressed  bis 
own  conviction  that  the  galvanic  stimulus  wtM  pre- 
ftrable,  on  the  grounds  of  the  greater  certainty, 
capability  of  modification,  topical  ezhibition,  &c.,— 
and  he  laid  great  stress  upon  the  power  of  producing 
contraotion  of  a  tonic  or  interrupted  form,  as  affording 
tbt  tttaiett  approach  to  natnre. 

•  » 

rsvEii. 
If  r.  John  Borrows  inspired  if  any  members  of  the 
Bn^kch  Association  bad  tried  Mr.  J.H.  Stallard's  hydro- 
patbic  mo4^  of  treating  typhns  fever,  aa  fnmisbed  in 
the  '<  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Ileview,r'  January, 
1847*  No  one  stating  that  ha  had  adopted  the  prac- 
tict^  Mr.  Barrows  related  the  results  of  bis  experitnce 
with  regaid  to  it,  and  the  mode  of  iu  application.  He 
premised  by  cleansing  the  prime  viss.  If  the  alun 
remained  hot  and  dry»  the  mental  faculties  dull  and 
cloudji  the  limbs  painful  and  weary,  ho  ordered  his 
patients  to  be  stripped  and  enveloped  in  a  sheet  wmog 
oat.of  oold  water,  and  closely  wrapped  in  two  thick 
blankets,  like  a  mummy  or  package,  and  covered  with 
the,  ordinary  bed.olothes«.  This  application  was  cgn* 
iinnpd  for  thirty  or  forty  minotea,  according  to  the 
effect  produced.    Dnring  the  interval  warm  diluents 

• 

were  Ireely  tdmjbiiatered,  and  when  a  copioiw  peripira. 
tion  was  indooec^  the  wrappings  were  removed,  and  the 
parent  was  covered  with  a  blanket  and  the  usual  bed; 
ooverings.  When  the  patient  exhibited  all  the  symptoms 
€f '|famine.fever"~>viz.,acold  8kin,feeble  sinkingpulse, 
and  an  indifferepce  to  surrounding  friends,  he  modified 
ihe.treatment,  wrong  the  sheet  out  of  very  hot  water, 
aa^  covered  the  patient  just  the  same  as  when  the 
«old  sheet  was  applied,  gave  hot  wine-negus,  with  the 
«oli|Uon  of  the  aoetate  of  ammonia,  and  endeavoured 
40  ^^uei  the  circ^ation  powerfully  to  the  skin.  Sudo- 
rea^  being,  produced,  the  patient  wan  covered  as  in  a 
atam  of  high  excitement,  bat  with  this  difierence--a  hot 
bri^  was  covered  with  wet  cloth,  and  wrapped  in  fian- 
nel|  and  then  applied  to  the  feet,  which  acted  upon  the 
aUn  like  a  vapour  bath.  By  this  process  the  morbid 
heat  was  reduced,  the  excretory  functions  of  the 
tkin  restored,  and  the  blood  depurated  from  those  efiete 
matters  which  the  suppressed  excretions  of  the  skin  had 
retained*  The  patients  invariably  expressed  themselves 
at  being  very  much  relieved  by  the  treatment.  On 
the  return  of  the  febrile  symptoms,  the  process  was 
repeated,  once  each  day  for  three  or  four  days.  The 
result  was,  that  some  continued  to  convalesce  irom  that 
period,  others  had  symptoms  of  well-marked  crisis  on 
4he  elevepth  or  fourteenth  day  of  the  disease,  which 
was  likely  to  have  run  on  to  the  twenty -first  day,  as 
far  at  could  be  calculated  upon  according  to  the  ordinary 
ground  of  prognosis.  Mr.  Burrows  felt  fully  convinced, 
that  when  the  above  treatment  has  been  employed'  In 
the  early  part  of  the  first  period  of  the  ditease,  or  that 


deprearion  of  spirit,  avertlon  to  ordinary  pnrsaHs, 
langttor,  wearineat,  and  a  tligtal  tenaation  of  eel3nt«s 
of  the  tkin,  ariting  from  expoture  to  the  *'ftbrila 
virut,"  that  the  wet  tbeet,  with  pugatiTe  and  diapho- 
retic medidnet,  hat  prevented  the  farther  developaitat 
of  ftbrfle  aotlen,  and  fiemore4  thefirtt  imprttrion  made 
by  the  infectious  miasm  npon  the  nervous  system. 

Mr.  Borrows  alto  related  a  fact  that  bad  obtraded 
ttttlf  npon  hit  notice, — that  though   the  "famine- 

Ibver,**   which   wat  so  blighting  and  prottrath^;  t» 

'  the  vital  powers.  In  the  ease  of  ita  first  commonwa- 
tion,  from  a  person  In  pauper  life  to  a  shopkeeper,  Arto 
a  person  in  respectable  cireunfttaacet,  yet  it  wts  very 
much  modified  tn  Its  depretdng  Infinence  upon  the 
nerront  tytltm,  and  thvongh  It  to  all  the'  vital  organs, 
when  tiantmlund  lo  a  teeond  member  of  tte  aaae 
lamHy.  It  waa  very  nmeh  modified  in  att  its  adcom- 
panying  tymptomt,  the  peteohim  remained  a  shorter 
time  npon  the  akin,  the  depressed  powers  of  life  sooner 
rallied,  re-action  waa  eatablished,  nature  aeemed  to 
etmggle  powerAilly  with  Iier  foe,  and  finally  btereame. 
In  an  the  eatet  of  second  transmission  in  those  fami- 
lies that  could  command  a  frequent  change  h(  bed  and 
body  linen,  a  large  aapply  of  chloride  of  lime,  and 

^toe  teudlation,  the  patienta  recovered;  Whenas,  In 
manjr'oaaei  of  **  Csmine^fever,**  when  oommnBiealsd 
•ven  to  those  in  eonfortaMe  ciroumstaneet,  great  ool- 
lapta  enened  about  the  eecoiid  or  third  day,  miudfesied 
4y'ia  cold,  ahriveUed  skin,  cleavhig  to  the  muscles, 
tremor  of  the  armt,  a  pallid  oontraoted  eonntenaiiee, 
eomeUmet  a  little  finthed,  a  dull,  cloudy,  innkelieye, 
and  dUkult  deglatitien ;  in  fine,  every  tympivm  indl- 
oativo of  tbebllghring and protirating Infioeneetif the 

/flBatedy,  nntter  whfek  aatirrt  appeared  t»  toMMlb  lo 
bar  fee,  wtthoat  making  •  aingle  ttraggia  to  withiand 
bimi  or  raiting  n  band  lo  ward  etf  Hw  blow. 


Dr.  Duncan,  the  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Corporation 
of  Liverpool,  favoured  the  n^eeting,  at^  the^soliclti^tion 
of  the  Chairman,  with  the  subjoined  facts  .relative  to 
the  present  state  of  the  so-called  '*  Irish*'  fever  ia  the 
district  of   Liverpool. 

The  number  of  cases  under  treatment  at  tl^e  p^seiit 
time  would  amount  to  between  7000  and  8000  in  t^e 
town.  (Dr.  Duncan  was  only  stating  round  nombecs 
from  memory,  not  having  any  notes  with  him  to  re(ec 
to.)  The  deaths  amounted  to  about  200  per  week, 
whereas  in  ordinary  times  the  mortally  from  fever 
was  rated  at  about  ten  per  week.  There  werei  iA 
several  fever-hotpitaU,  sAecff,  and  lazarettatf  altogether 
about  1600  cases.  In  private  practice  there  were 
calculated  to  exist  from  1000  to  2000  cases.  The 
greater  number  of  pauper  cases  were  treated  at  their 
own  hornet^  if  cellars  and  human  pig-styea  (^ujl|l 
be  dignified  with  such  a  term  as  **  home;",  and  there 
were  about  twenty-five  medical  men  engi^ged  in  cendar- 
ing  them  whatever  services  could  be  available  in 
their  horribly  over-crowded  and  filthy  dens.  Numeroas 
cases  must  daily  be  lost  for  want  of  that  accommodation 
which  the  Parochial  Board  had  found  itself  unable  |o 
aupply,  or  at  least  thought  itself  so,  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency. The  tnm  total  of  fever  oatet  in  the  town,  indadhig 
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.  ^sHieand  private  prftctice^wat  estimated  onlj  approxi* 
jnatalj  bj  mean*  of  compaung  Uie  ratios  q/  moztalitj  . 
per  ceatage,  which  would  give  somewhere  near  the 
loUl  eBtimate  of  from  7000  to  8000.  Dr.  Duncan 
stated^  that  the  district  registration  yielded  thirty  or, 
iforty  deaths  a  week  for  private  practice.  The  fever 
had  assomed  latterly  a  much  severer  form  than  at 
its .  first  eruption,  the  mortality  haying  increased  from 
about  one  in  thirty  to  about  one  in  ten.  Many 
instances  now  presented  themselves  in  which  the 
8ot>jects  of  ita  attack  were  *' smitten  down  at  once/' 
and  not  unAreqnently  exhibited  a  collapse  so  fearful  a4 
to  preclude  the  occurrence  of  redaction.  Dr.  Duncan 
conddered  that  the  evidences,  of  its  contagious  char- 
acters were  so  strong  as  to  remove  all.  ordinary  doubts 
npon  that  head.  ''Eigbt  ^atl^olio  priests  and  four 
parish  surgeons  had  fallen  victims,  to  the  epidemic.'* 

Dr.  9wifl  ramarkBd  <<that  in  three  weaks,  aiOTcaaes 
of  fever  were  attended,  and  the  nnttber  of  deaiha 
during  the  sane  period  was  416. 

OBSTRUCTED   TAQINA. 

A  case  of  obstructed  vagina,  from  adnpUoate  invest- 
ing  mnoous  membrane,  compUeating  parturitioo,  was 
read  by  Bfr.  John' Burrows,  of  Liverpool  :— 

Mrs.  Bright  began  to  hare  labour  pains  at  9  p.m.» 
December  25th,  1846.  **I  saw  her,"  reports  My. 
assistant,  Mr.  Dale,  **  at  6  a.m.  December,  fi6th.  The 
pains  were  slight  as  to  power,  but  bard  to  bear.  When 
I  introdaced  nby  finger  into  the  vagina,  toaMertain  tlle^ 
state  of  the  os  uteri,  I  found  interposed  a  membrane, 
which  seemed  to  divide  the  vagina  into  two  compart- 
nente. '  I  then  carefully  passed  my  finger  all  round 
the  vagina,  to  sea  if  I  could  find  an  opening  to  the 
«teras».bnt  did  not  snceeed.  ThamentoaiewMveiy 
thIiiandflaecldfeethatltlHMghtl  cgnlddlslliipiirii 
Uto  ee  Ui&A  thtcngb  it#4tiated  so-lka  slaa  of  a  elriillng. 
I  heped  tlie  aeHbrase  wonld  effv  Utile  neielaBea  to 
the  presanie  of  the  ehlld,  and  finally  give  way  when 
the  paian  beeame  stronger." 

I  saw  Iter  myself 'about  nine  the  same  morning.  On. 
making  an  examination  per  vaginam,  I  was  consider- 
ably pnsaled :  she  had  regular  bearing  pains,  but  I 
could  not  deleet  any  as  ulsri.  As  the  finger  explored 
the  vagiD%  it  seemed  to  traverse  a  smooth  surface, 
withent  any  ajpertare  or  prc^eotion.      Pausing  and 

« 

vefleeting  on  the  case,  I  examined  again,  but  without 
obtaining  any  information,  as  to  the  real  anatomical 
formation  ot  the  parts,  except  that  the  vagina  hid  no 
appreciable  communication  with  the  uterus.  I  thought 
that  it  was  a  case  that  would  require  some  surgical 
operation.  As  the  pains  increased  In  power,  I  felt  a 
aabstance  pressing  against  the  superior  parietes  of  the 
pelvis.  At  length,  from  the  violenoe  of  the  pains, 
tension,  and  eonsequent  thinning  of  the  vaginal  mem- 
hfane,  I  felt  through  it  a  substance  with  an  aperture 
lesembling  the  os  tinea.  I  began  to  consider  as  to 
what  means  I  shonld  adopt,  in  order  to  open  a  comma- 
nicaiion  between  what  I  supposed  to  be  the  cervix  uteri 
and  vagina,  and  made  another  very  minute  examination, 
With  the  view  of  detscUpg,  if  possible,  any  slight  aper. 
thre  which  might  communicate  with  the  uterus,  but  in 
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vain*  I  waited  till  she  had .  u^ore  paint*  and  as  t&ey 
.began  to  increase  in  violence,  X  feared  some  iignry 
might  he  done  to  the  uterus  or  vagina  if  something 
were  not  done  to  enable  the  uterus  to  expel  its  contents. 
I  ^plored.  once  more  the  vagina  to  determine  what 
line  of  practice  to  adopt,  when  I  was  agreeably  surprised 
at  finding  an  aperture  in  the  vaginal  membrane,in  the 
angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  body  of  the  os  ptcMsi 
with  the  right  ischium,  through  which  I  could  pass  my 
finger  and  detect* the  presenting  part,  which  t  found  to 
be  the  breech.  The  os  tines  being  fully  dilated,  and 
having  receded  from  the  presenting  part,  I  determined 
to  make  an  incision  through  the  obstructing  membrane 
towards  the  mesial  line,  and  downwards  in  the  direction 
of  the  sacrum.  But  Nature,  almost  always  adapting 
her  operations  to  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  case, 
interposed,  and  accomplished  the  solution  of  the  con- 
tinuity, much  better  and  much  more  agreeably  to  the 
patient  than  art  could  possibly  have  done.  The  inter- 
posing membrane  gave  way  to  the  pressure  of  the 
presenting  part  precisely  in  the  direction  t  had  intended 
to  open  it;  and  it  appeared  to  fall  down  upon  the 
sacrum.  I  then  expected  to  find  the  psocs  and  iHaeuS' 
musoles  without  their  normal  vaginal  mucous  mem- 
brane; but,  to  my  great  surprise,  they  presented  tlieir 
usual  pelvic  surface,  being  eovered  with  the  membrane, 
(by  which  the  pelvis  is  formed  Into  a  disthiot  ooinpart- 
ment  or  cavity  of  (he  body,)  so  that  the  pelvis  iliraa 
divided  into  an  anterior  and  posterior  eavity,  having  no- 
communicaUon  with  each  other,  except  by  some  small 
aperture  which  was  not  appreciable  to  the  sensb'ol 
touch.  The  subsequent  stages  of  the  labour  Were  aa 
regular  as  they  generally  are  In  breech  cases,  and  Ihe 
child  was  born  elite.  The  motiier  hid  no  T^ry 
untoward  symptom  afterwards,  except  a '^nrnlelit  dis» 
charge,  which  came  on  in  three  or  fbur  days  after 
delivery,  and  which  was  cured  by  an  astringent  injec- 
tion  of  the  diacetate  of  lead.  There  was  some  fisnder* 
ness  in  both  inguinal  regions,  with  slight  ibbrile 
disturbsnce  and  colic  pains,  which  were  soon  rdleted 
by  the  application  of  six  leeches,  cataplasms,  and  the 
use  of  diaphoretio  and  sedative  medidhes.  ' 

This  case  is  somewhat  important  la'  a  phydologloal 
point  of  view,  especially  aa  regards  that  marvdloua 
and  hitherto  unexplored  act  6f  Providence,  conception- 
The  sole  mode  of  impregnation,  was  either  by  Imbfbitf  on 
of  the  seminal  fluid,  or  its  transmission  through  a 
small  but  undiscovered  foramen. 

gPIDEMIC  rxVERS    OF  UVEXPOOL. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  other  communications.  Dr. 
Watson,  one  of  the  Branch  Secretaries,  begged  leave  to 
call  attention  to  a  few  particulars  connected  with  the  later 
epidemics  of  Liverpool,  from  that  of  the  fever  epidemio 
of  1S44,  up  to  the  existing  sporadic  or  zymotic  fever» 
First,  the  dysentery  of  last  autumn  had  presented  In 
Liverpool  unusually  intractable  and  formidable  com- 
plications; haemorrhage  was  very  frequent  and  alarm- 
ing. Dr.  Watson  read  some  outlines  of  cases,  and 
exhibited  son^e  drawings  by  a  professed  artist,  of  the 
posi'fRartem  appearances,  which  were  faithful  tranicripta 
of  the  diseased  appearances,  ulceration,  false  mem- 
bxanouf  deposit, engorgement,  &c.,  &c.  One  remarkable 


^26 


NOTES  FROM  A  PRAGTITIONBIt'S  DAY  BOOK. 


•wr" 


€Me  #M  Ainii»h«f  to  him  by  Dr.  TambaU,  Pliyaielcii 
to  the  Liverpool  Koitta«ni  HoipitAL  Xke  aotot.ol 
the  case  were  read.  The  oesplieatioa  oi  oUier 
concarrent  ditoMet  under  the  epidemic  conMlCKtei 
was  alio  alluded  to. 

Dr.  Watton  meattooed  that  he  had  some  atatiatiMl 
iablea  of  the  age»  aex,  and  sanilarj  ct  non^aaniUMj 
localitiea,  jcc,  of  eome  handrada  of  caaea  of  the 
epidemic*,  atretohtng  from  1844  to  1846»  prerataM 
in  the  Liverpool  diairiot;  ▼!■.,  feter«  eholen»  diarrhm%  Hbetal  profcerion. 
and  dyaentery,  which  he  had  ohtalned  iiram  thiM  er 
four  diatrict  regiatrara,  and  which  he  had  been  pdiitaly 
granted  permiaaion  to  make  nae  of  for  prefeaaional 
pnipoaea,  bj  the  Regiatrar  Oeneral.  Theae  data; 
he  regretted  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  rednce  to 
preaentation  to  the  meeting,  bat  at  aome  early  period 
fae  hoped  to  aabmit  them  in  aome  ahape  to  the  pro- 
feaaion  at  large»  to  be  eatimated  at  their  mere  aimple 
Talue  aa  a  group  of  facte,  ptrhapa  capable  of  aub- 
•erring  aome  naefol  pnrpoae  in  the  fotare,  for  pointa 
of  compariaoB,  or  aa  confirmatory  at  leaat,  of  certain 
j>ropoaitiona  enunciated  already,  or  tenable  in  leferenoe 
to  theae  diaeaaea. 

Dr.  WatBon  wished  to  invite  the  attention  of  prac- 
titioners to  the  utility  of  inveatigating  the  reactiona  of 
the  urine  in  fever  at  all  timea,  but  eapecially  in  thtf 
typhoid  forms.  Some  observations  of  M.  Schonlein 
were  quoted,  which  went  far  to  establish  the  certaiifty 
of  certain  elementary  changes  in  the  constituents  of 
the  urinal  secretion,  and  which,  in  their  indication^ 
4UI  re-actions,  presented  themselves  rather  concurrently 
than  sequently,  upon  other  structural  or  functional 
changes ;  and  upon  the  verification  of  such  pathological 
/acta,  further  evidence  will  be  afforded  the  practitioner 
of  medicine,  jf  not  for  diagnostic  objects,  at  least  for 
tboae  of  prognosis.  Dr.  Watson  considered  that  the 
dat^  chemistry  was  daily  opening  out,  were  never 
developing  themselves  in  a  more  useful  channel,  than  in 
the  bedside  study  of  the  changes  in  the  excretions 
and  aecretions  of  the  human  body,  when  the  various 
organs  were  aaaailed  by  diaeases  such  as  fever;  and 
wherein,  from  the  generality  of  the  lesions  of  functions, 
and  lastly  of  the  organs  themselves,  it  becomes  most 
important  to  endeavour  to  obtain  additional  light  upon 
the  questions  of  prognosis,  favourable  or  unfavourable* 

It  would  be  invaluable  truly,  if,  liice  "  coming  evenu 
casting  their  shadows  before,"  the  re-actiona  of  the  urine 
could  be  ao  ayatematically  legible,  aa  to  anticipate  the 
-pdlse,  tongue,  aldn,  &c.,  in  predicating  the  approaching 
phaae  of  an  eventually  lost  or  restored  equilibrium  of 
the  febrUe  balance.  Dr.  Watson  said  that  liis  en- 
deavours  in  a  few  cases  to  satisfy  his  mind,  were  con- 
tained in  notes  he  held  in  his  hand,  but  which  were  too 
imperfect  to  present  to  the  meeting  on  this  occasion,  or 
would  occupy  too  much  time  to  detail.  He  was  only 
an  inquirer,  and  would  not  wish  to  apeak  too  aangninely^ 
but  he  did  think  he  had  not  been  following  M. 
Sohonlein'a  atepa  in  vain.  Ho  had  leamt  to  plaoe 
aome  reliance  on  theae  changes. 

Dr.  Wataoii  alluded  to  aome  fallades  which  had 
preaenled  themsdvea  to  him,  and  yet  wldch  were  not 
iafacrtnt  in  the  thiajg^  but  mere  acddema,  that  graater 


caution  might  antidpate  and  obviate.    Further  fads 
were  leaetred  for  another  opportunity. 

The  MCmbera  afterwaida  dine^  together  under  the 
presi^iaey  of  Kobmrt  Thorpe,.  £si|.»  of  Manchester,  and 
aepafated  with  the  eoneiolion  that  the  opportunity 
afforded  membera  of  the  profeaaien,  from  distant 
^uartera,  of  meeting  one  another,  was  greatly  conduciva 
to  the  malatenance  of  that  mvtaal  reapeet  and  naaaimitj 
which  ought  to  cemant  tinetber  tboae  pmaning  every 
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NOTES  FKOM  A  PRACTITIONER'S  DAY  BOOK. 
(CotUinued/rom  pa^€  473.  J 

CAUaS   OF  BILIOUS   BIABACHC. 

What  is  the  cause  of  bilious  headache f  Is  it  a 
sympathy  between  the  brain  and  the  liver,  operating 
through  the  medium  of  the  nervous  system ;  or  doea 
it  arise  from  the  irritation  produced  in  the  brain  by 
the  circulation  of  the  blliarv  elements  which  have  been 
retained  in  the  blood  t  The  latter,  I  suspect  We 
have  no  evidence  of  a  sympathetic  pain  in  the  braiii 
prpdoced  by  any  other  cause,  but  we  have  abundant 
evidence  of  pain  produced  by  causes  operating  through 
the  cerebral  circulation.  The  alcoholic  headache^ 
^yhlch,  in  some  people,  begins  very  soon  after  drinking 
a  few  glasses  of  wine,  undoubtedly  depends  upon  the 
^circulation  of  the  alcoholic  stimulus  through  the  brain.' 
,  With  bilious  headache  we  have  signs  of  an  increase 
in  the  cerebral  circulation ;  the  head  feels  hot  and 
full,  the  veins  of  the  face  are  coogested,  and  the 
carotids  beat  with  unusual  force.  All  this  is  no  doubt 
f  re-action  produced  by  the  poison. 

'  There  is  a  diaordered  aedoa  of  the  bratn^  which  I 
hflwe  oocaaionally  experienced  during  a  deraaganent 
of  the  biliary  exoretlon,  and  which  I  have  not  noticed 
msder  other  circomatafteea.  In  oenveraatiott  I  have 
learnt  &at  aome  other  people  feel  tbaaame.  It  generally 
oommencea  when  I  am  on  the  point  of  dropping  off 
to  alaep,  and  am  in  a  condition  between  sleeping  and 
waking.  £  very  olgect  thought  upon  appeara  to  increaae 
■in  aise.  The  morbid  action  once  begun  cannot  eaaily 
be  diapelled.  I  have  got  i^  and  walked  about  the 
room,  but  all  to  no  purpoae.  The  mental  idea  of  the 
bed>poat,  a  wine-glaaa,  my  own  great  toe,  as  theae 
ob|ecta  were  dwelt  upon,  would  gradually  enlarge, 
awU  they  aaaumed  an  enormoua  magnitude,  the  flaion 
oily  diaappearlng  when  loat  in  its  own  immensi^. 
When  a  child,  and  residing  in  a  tropical  dimato,  I 
remember  that  the  experience  of  this  aenaation  always 
convinced  me  that  I  waa  on  the  point  of  what  we  uaed 
to  call  a  **  bowel"  complaint  It  ia  principally  from 
my  reoollectiona  of  tbia  period,  that  my  deacription  is 
taken;  for  althoogh  I  have  occaaionally  auffered  the 
aame  at  a  more  recent  dato,  the  attacks  have  been 
very  rare,  and  of  much  ahorter  duration.  AU  thia, 
I  auppoae,  depends  upon  the  irritation  of  aome  par- 
ticular part  of  my  cerebrum,  the  oigan  size,  accord- 
ing  to  the  phnnologiat,  being  rath«r  fully  developed. 

PUROtlS  BJCKATOBSt. 

In  April,  1840, 1  was  coaauited  about  a  little  b^, 
13  yean  of  ag6«  who,  in  eoaaeqnence  of  a  fall,  waa 
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raiTering  from  influnmatloD  of  the  left  k&ee-joint. 
The  h^ury  sppean  to  have  been  of  the  flioet  Hifllng 
deeeription,  end  oa  doiely  qaeeiioaSiig  the  parenfii,  I 
foimd  that  the  lad  had,  for  gome  little  time  pciriett% 
eomplafaied  of  oeeaeional  alight  pain,  and  a  eeseMion 
of  weaknees  in  the  part  The  synovial  membrane.iraa 
distended  with  ilaid,  and  there  was  tome  heat  about  the 
joint.  Reet^  the  applioation  of  a  hm  leeehee,  end. the 
«se  of  a  dieoafiettt  lotioii,  lemoved  the  general  anwL 
ling,  bnt  when  this  had  sabsided,  I  fonttd  a  eUght 
proBdnenoe  on  the  anterior  portion  of  the  inner  <»»e* 
djlOy  from  vhioh  it  apparently  arose.  This  was  cir- 
camseribed,  hard*  and  situated  nnderneath  the  soft 
textniesy  which  were  freely  moreable  over  it.  As  there 
was  no  pain,  and  very  little  tenderness,  I  now  allowed 
xny  patient  to  walk  aboot  as  nsual ;  the  consequence 
was  another  attach  of  synovitis.  When  this  had 
yielded,  which  it  soon  did,  to  a  similar  treatment  as 
heSore,  I  still  noticed  the  same  projection  from  the  inner 
condyle ';  it  had  even  increased  in  size,  and  was  rather 
more  painful  and  tender,  bnt  yet  not  so  t6  any  great 
degree.  The  child  belonged  to  a  family  in  which  the 
general  characters  of  a  strumous  diathesis  were  strongly 
narked,  and  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  three  had  died 
of  scrofulous  complaints.  These  circumstances  induced 
jne  to  believe  that  the  affection  was  no  other  than  thdt 
of  tubercular  disease  of  the  cancellous  structure  of  the 
femnr,  which  is  so  common  amongst  children.  On  this^ 
opinion  I  acted  with  regard  to  the  treatment,  in  pursuit 
of  which  I  received  every  assistance  from  the  parent^,' 
who  were  extremely  sensible  people,  and  from  the  lad 
himself,  who  bore  his  subsequent  sufferings  with  a  for- 
titude which  I  have  never  seen  equalled.  Perfect  rest 
to  the  limb  was  enjoined,  and  the  iodide  of  iron,  with  an 
occasional  mercnrisl  purgative,  prescribed.  I  aUovod 
my  patient  a  liberal  and  nntritfons  diet,  and  directed 
him  to  live  as  mnoh  in  the  open  air  as  he  could  wiAoat 
nsing  the  limb.  No  improvement  followed.  Alilister 
was  applied  over  the  lower  part  of  the  thigh,  bnt  Uie 
prominence  continued  steadily  to  increase  in  size.  I 
hegan  now  to  notice  a  general  enlargement  of  the  knee, 
the  popliteal  space  being  also  somewhat  fuller  ihnn 
natural.  The  joint  was  becoming  stiff,  and  the  lad 
ahowed  a  disposition  to  keep  the  limb  flexed,  aa  this 
wais  the  most  comfbrtable  poetare ;  I  therefore  thought 
it  advisable  to  retain  the  limb  in  saoh  a  position  as 
would  be  useful  if  anehylosie  should  ooonr.  A  staroh 
bandage  offered  the  readiest  means  of  effecting  this,  and 
it  was  applied,  the  knee  being  first  covered  with  Unt 
■pread  with  ceratum  saponis. 
At  this  time  I  was  myself  confined  to  my  ohamber 


iBlnnr ;  the  ehrenmference  at  the  widest  part,  which  waa 
imind  theectodyles,  being  eqnU  to  nineteen  inebei* 
ffrom  titis  point  it  sloped  ahmptiy  4ewn  to  the  head  of 
tiM'tiMa;  whilst  in  die  ottier.  dii^on  it  gradually 
subsided  towards  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  whcve  it  waa 
tepiroeptihly  lost  The  whole  |amoa»waa  of  a  mede- 
laiely  solid  feel,  some  parts  being  softer  than  others,  bni 
iitiio  point  could  I  detect  the  presence  of  fluid.  The 
tMn  was  of  a  dark  poipHsh  oelou^,  and  throaghit  wero 
eaen  msmeranadistmded  aad  tortnona  veins, 
'c  9ito  qnoetion  was,  now,  the  propriety  of  amputation. 
fA  Awonr  of  this  proeeeding  were,  the  ciroamstances 
that  the  glands  in  the  grain  were  quite,  sound*  not  even 
being  ealarged  firon  irritaliQni  that  there  was  no  evi» 
denee  of  any  inlemal  oigan,  or  o^her  par(  being  affected  ; 
and  the  certain^  that  the  disaase  would  at  no  distant 
period  prove  lislal  after  eonaideKable  suffering.  Agaltist 
•argieal  interfeveneo  veio  the  faots— first,  that  tho 
operation  required  was  a  very  severe  one^  nothing  less 
than  amputation  at  the  liip.joint  being  jnstifiable^ 
secondly,  the  strong  probability  of  the. disease  re- 
appearing in  the  wound;  and,  lasUy^  that  vith  our 
experience  of  the  highly  contaminating  nature  of  the 
disea^,  we  could  not  expect  a  long  period  to  elapse 
without  some  other  part  becoming  affected.  Under 
these  circamslimces  it  was  decided  at  a  consultation, 
tlkfit  the  state  of  the  case  should  be  laid  before  the 
patient  and  his  friends,  the  surgeons  not  feeling  them- 
selves justified  in  pressing  either  alternative  in  the 
slightest  degree.  It  was  decided  that  the  operation 
should  not  be  performed. 

From  this  period  the  history  is  that  of  extreme 
suffering,  borne  with  quiet  and  even  cheerful  resigna- 
tion. To  notice  that  there  was  an  occasional  slight 
irritation  of  temper,  would  be  only  to  confess  humanity ; 
and  even  these  UtUe  outbreaks  of  pAtishness  were 
afterwards  more  repented  of  by  the  person  who  uttered 
them,  than  felt  by  those  to  whom  they  were  addre'ssed. 

To  allay  the  pains,  which  now  became  constant, 
and  aggravated  in  paroxysms,  opium  was  administered^ 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  give  it  frequently,  and 
in  gradually  increasing  quantities.  Ten  drops  of 
laudanum  was  the  first  dose,  but  towards  the  close  he 
took  aa  much  as  two  drachms  every  three  or  four  hours. 
It,  however,  agreed  well,  never  producing  headache  or 
constipation,  paring  the  progress  ef  the  disease, 
diairhcBa  repeatedly  occurred,  but  it  was  in  general 
easily  checked  by  the  chalk  inixture,  aromatic  con- 
feotion  and  cateohn.  At  this  period  he  had  an  occasional 
fit  of  a  very  peculiar  character ;  after  a  slight  warnings 
by  a  sensation  of  giddiness,  the  muscles  generally 


with  pleurisy,  and  prevented  fh»m  giving  regular  attend*    wooUL  be^me  rigid,  the  extensors  being  principally 


ance  to  my  patient;  his  mottier,  however,  occasionally 
ceded,  and  gave  me  an  account  of  his  progress*  The 
atarch  bandage  was  ill  borne,  for  the  awelling  con- 
tinued to  increase,  and  the  pressure  became  so  inoonve- 
xilent,  that  I  was  obliged  to  direct  its  removal. 

After  the  lapse  of  five  weeks  I  was  agaUiable  to  visit 
aiy  patient,  and  the  first  glaneo  told  me,  what  I  had 
sever  before  snepeeted,  that  tlus  disease  was  fungus 
hmnatodes.  'The  enlargmnent  was  mnoh  greater,  and 
ieeiAod  entirely  to  iiffect  ihe  lower  extremity  of  tiie 


affected^  so  tiiat  the  head  would  be  drawii  back,  and 
the  hands  and  fingers  be  straightened.  After  a  few 
seconds,  during  which  he  was  quite  conscious,  though 
naaUe  to  speak,  the  contiactions  would  relax.  These 
fits^wese.nccompanied  by  violent  palpitations,  which 
oontinued  for  a  few  piinutes ;  no  other  symptom  which 
appeared  showed  that  any  other  part  was  affected,  and 
to  the  .fery  l^t  the  inguinal  glands  retained  their 
natural  jsise. 
.  The.^Qjnoax,  oonti&aed  to  increase;  Uhad  Mtained 
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a  etrcwttfdlvato^  of  tMitjr.tiro  incliet  belbi^  ito  tVfii 
gftve  w*7,  Md  attended  as  ftur  ak  tin  upper  (hltd  of 
thathigb.  If  the  SQllMngB  were  great  belbra,  tfaey 
were  greater  atUI  #lieti  the  Ittteguaietrte  trtoerHted; 


-Ibey  ga/ra  wa^  al  aefiferal  peftita  at  once.    Through'  appeared  to  become  intoxicated.    Before  this  effect 


acme  of  the  opeidrigi  fliilgoas  ezereieeticer  protruded ; 
others  bled  erery  tisse  that  the  dressings  were  chatag^d ; 
some  rapidljr  spread  into  large  and  deep  alonglllfig 
•caTilies.  Matters  soon  became  desperate.  The  boy 
would  not  allow  the  liinb  lo  be  raised  tot  tho  pttrpose 
of  dressing  the  w&ande  midemeath.  Tho  bed-Hdth^s 
were  sattiraied  with  disehar^  'and  lineal  matser, 
amongst  wMch  nnmerovs  mdggets  made  their  appear, 
anoe.  He  did  not  remain  long  in  this  state.  Worn 
^nt  by  his  safferings  and  thedianrfama,-^by  the  profase 
discharges  and  tho  blemorrhage,  he  was  HBdoced  to  a 
atate  of  extreme  emaciation.  At  length,  in  the  middle 
of  Oetober,  after  making  some  rerj  alight  exertion  in 
arranging  tho  bed-clothes,  he  lay  his  bead  down,  as 
if  exhausted,  and  in  a  few  secondadied  qaietly,  having 
retained  his  mental  facolUes  perfect  to  the  very  last 
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PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

OUOMOSIS  BBTWCBN  SCURTIT  AMD  PUaPUaA. 

In  an  elaborate  article  (Dublin  Quurterfy  Journal) 
which  the  present  prevalence  of  scurvy  has  given  rise  to, 
the  author,  Dr.  Cnrran,  makes  the  following  dis- 
tinctions between  that  disease  and  purpura :— > 

SCOaVT.  PUBPLRA. 

Host  frequent  afle^lS  years  Most  frequent  between  Sand 

of  age .  1 8  y^  ATS  of  age. 

Chiefly  affects  males.  Females. 

Gums  more  or  less  sore  and  Goms  bleed  sometimes,  arc 

spongy.  rarely    sore,    and    never 

spongy. 

Ecchymoses   more  frequent  Fetechic-lUcespouftequent, 

than  petechiae.  ecchymoses  rarer. 

iShades  of  eroption  most  va-  At  first  always  dark  coloured. 

rions. 

Lower  extremities  almost  ex.   All  parts  nearly  eqeaily. 

cittiively  affected* 
II nscalar  indurations  nearly    Nerer. 

always. 
Hsmataria  scarcely  ever. 
Bloody  stools  very  rare. 
True  haemoptysis  never. 
Neuralgic  pains  and  pains  in 

the  spots  invariable. 
EfhsiODS  in  joints  frequent. 

Contraction  of  flexor  muscles 

freqaent. 

LastsTor  months,  if  not  inter-  Rarely  lasU  more  than  a  few 

fered  with.  days. 

Freqaentlyfaulif  not  checked  Scarcely  ever  ilstal. 

Always  in  connection  with  None  such  discoverable. 

errors  in  diet. 

Affects  large  numbers  of  in-  Sporadic ;     epidemics    ez- 

dividnals  at  the  same  time.  tremely  rare. 

Speedily  cored   by  lemon-  Cured  by  porgatioa  and  tnr- 

juice  and  fresh  vegetables.  peatine. 

iBTHBR  IN  MAKIA. 

In  the  Uceneed  lanatie  wards  of  the  St.  Maryleboae 
In6rmary«  Or.  Boyd  hat  tried  the  inhalation  of  sul- 
phuric tether  in  fonr  caaes,  one  chronic  and  three 
^vtei  of  Tiolent  mania,  antosgvt  fenalMi  with  ez- 


Not  infreqaent. 
Frequent. 
Occasionally. 
Never, 

Never, 

Never. 


leelleot  effedt,  and  without  any  unfavourable  results. 
^The  tran<|aiUiBing  effect  was  prodoced  at  vsrious 
intiervala  of  from  two  to  ten  minutes ;  at'  a  time,  tdo, 
when  the  patients  were  nnniually  Wolent.    All  of  Aem 


Was  (hilf  prodttced,  their  ange^  in  every  instance 
teemed^  tomed  to  ]oy--k  soporific  eflfeet  was  the 
'Mmoat  that  was  produced  in  any  easev  The  patient 
tn  whom  it  was  adminiitered  for  the  longetttime  felt 
^tfto  prick  of  a  lancet  on  ibe  opening  of  a  small  ahsostt. 
Two  of  the  piatients  slept  well  on  that  night.  In  the 
other  two^'  the  effedts  were  only  tempdrary;  one  of 
them  became  talkadve  and  tronbleaome  again  in  a  few 
minutes,  but  was  less  violent  than  at  first.  The  aether 
was  adnrintetered  by  meant  of  a  hollow  tpooge,  ]u«t 
lsr|e  enough  to  cover  the  month  and  cartilages  of  the 
nose,  the  oppotite  end  of  the  sponge  having  been 
previOQsly  moistened  with  half  an  ounce  of  aether,  the 
same  theft  it  oted  in  the  setber  apparafos  previous  to 
operationa.  A  sponge  may  be  a  more  wasteful  way 
of  nseing  the  sether;  but  the  diftcnlty  of  wg^tymg 
the  instrument  in  caaet  of  insanity  would  be  often 
v^  great.  Some  who  have  opportnnities  may  fed 
inclined  to  test  the  efficacy  of  aether  in  aoch  cases  u 
tiio4e  above  mentioned. — Lancet, 

BBMBOr  rOB  THB   BITE   OF  A  VTPBB. 

^M.  Oe  Bosa  states  that  he  accidentally  discovered 
the  nostrum  of  a  noted  quack,  which  had  been  used 
in  Alls  accident  with  universal  success.  It  proved  to 
be  the  TrifoUum  LupineUa^  which  was  msshed,  and 
applied  as  a  poultice.  Several  opportunities  of  testing 
its  virtues  soon  presented  titemselres,  and  according 
to  M.  De  Rosa  It  sueoeeded  in  every  one.—//.  FiUatre 
Sebtzio,  Dec.  1847. 

SURGERY. 

NASAL  CALCt7L0S. 

Dr.  Cooke,  of  Long  Island,  reports  the  following  ' 
case  of  nasal  calculus : — 

Mrs.  H.,  aged  25,  of  good  constitution,  had  been 
suffering  for  the  last  eighteen  mouths  from  severe 
headache ;  the  pain  most  intense  over  the!  frontsl 
sinuses,  accompanied  by  an  offensive  discharge  of  a 
muco.purulent  character  from  the  left  nostril  and 
throat.  The  pain  in  the  head  had  increased  to  such 
a  degree,  as  to  materially  impair  her  memory,  causing 
at  tiines  dimness  of  sight,  particularly  of  the  left  eye, 
giddiness,  with  loss  of  appetite,  and  a  disordered  state  ' 
of  the  digestive  organs;  in  fact,  her  general  health 
began  to  be  seriously  affected,  and  in  this  condition 
she  applied  for  advice. 

Oh  examination,  the  nasal  passage,  on  the  left  sidci 
appeared  to  be  completely  blocked  op.  I  was  first  led  to 
anpposo  that  the  obstruction  might  be  owing  to  a 
polypus,  or  other  morbid  growth,  but  on  passing  in  a 
probe  a  hard  substance  was  encountered,  about  two 
inches  from  the  orifice,  feeling  to  the  touch  like  a 
portion  of  bone  in  a  state  of  necrosis.'  The  septum 
waa  forced  over  to  the  opposite  side,  causing  the  right' ' 
natal  passage  to  be  somewhat  contracted.  The  left 
laohiyma]  duct  was  obstructed,  and  pressure  made  at 
the  inner  canthnt  waa  followed  by  a  ditohiige  p/ 
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pnalenl  flMtter  from  the  piuicMu  SkilliQldiiiqi  lAcbry. 
,  vtrom  /Bxistedy  and  the  ocriyiinctiT*  ^^  ^,  ^J^>y^ 
icnpe^biU  iiOocted.  .^  The  |>jrobe  being  iritb4r»«ii»  a 
ifor  el  pelju?i»  A>reep«  yru,  tbeo  iDt^Q^nefdr^uad  vitb 
..e^me.difficaltj  I  si^cceedod  \n  iraspiog,  and  e^uao^ng 
Ajhard  bodj  tbjrough  the  nQBirils^  ^c^ofidevtUa 
^ifNnorrbi^  followed^  bat  it  wm  ^i^pl^fo^ed  bj  tb«, 
iipi^ioation  of  .cold.  The  foreign  bodj  was  ot  in^piive 
/onui  ]ropgb«  aboat  ap  io.ch  Jong  .bj  belf  ,an  ipc]^  4a 
4lafaeter,  bar4,  bnltle,  ^and,  ^vi4«9)ly  of  .*  .pflciV^o^. 
illtare. 

Tl|e  .patient  waa  not  «var^  of  . haying  introduced 
anything  into  the  note,  bn^  staled  tb.ftt  she  firs|  obseirred 
sonei  obs^oction  ab^at  ^iglUe^n  qM^ntbs  fii^*   . 

In^A^OAetion  of  the.  mq^cous  memhrane  of  ^e  no#e 
«nd  throat.  followed»  but  ji^ded  readily  to  the  anti* 
pUogistio.  trefitnient. 

In  "JUnking's  Atntretst,"  vol.  2,  p^  10«,  j«iera} 
oases  of  naaal  calculoa  Mre  recorded,  but' I,  i^m  not 
awsre  of  any  that  hava  been  pi)hUshed  in  (hie  een^tiy^ 
B^ttw.Mtdietd  oftd  ^ujpffictd  Jomnal,  Justs,  1647. 

EMLARGElfBRT  07  THS   LiBUI.  0LAM08. 

In  December, '1845,  a  man  aged  25,  applied  to  Mr. 
T^lde,6B  itc^ont  of  4  remarkable  enlargement  of  the 
vpper  lip.    He  states  that  two  years  ago  his  upper  lip, 


contain  the  entire  cwonm  end  iie  appendix.    Tfa« 
,stmngu|atioQ,  jras  caused  by  nniMffons  adKeriim^  «^ 
^  neefc  ;et  the  saet  wh^Ji  were  *brotai  4iow»  isitb 
'di^enl^*     . 

S.  A  women,  aged  4J,  had  soma  tine  baek  perceived 
^a.  tnwU,  tunonr  4a  the  right  groip,  wbieh.  dieappeuied, 
4lter  pulsus  jEipd  of  focartioi^  the  •«emng:ie*WPfWU^» 
with  i^ymptoms  of  straagnlaied  hernia.  The  eivgeon 
(aiieyiDg  tl>at  he.had  reduced  the  heniifi  by  the  tavle^ 
lift  her  i  bat  she  #oea  becanM  nnoh  wona,  and  when 
•fffn,  kf,  Itf,  l#nsbeig,  was  dyiag  wUh.  tk»  ajifiptoaM 
o^  strgogulated  hsiraia.  Piseeetion  rev^iM  the  appen- 
dix venBtfonnHs .  parlly.  altered  in  oppeenuiee,  hut  n» 
e^her  poison  tit  the  iatestiiie,  ifhence  it  ia  piobohlo 
tb«t  the  cssoom  had  been  returned  by  the  taxis.  Thia- 
,gnt  was  .gangrenous*  and  bed.  ruptured  and  allowed 
of  fiscal  ei3fcraTasationi---^l(e^«iiieiiMjtf?<iictfitse/i<  CM» 

nmATKBUT  OF  STPBIUTIC  BOBO. 

Mr.  Hamilton  says,^'*  In  the  treatment  of  STphilitic 
bubo;  I  Atlly  agree  with  those  surgeons  who  recommend 
a  bubo,  even  when  suppuration  has  taken  place,  to  bo 
discussed,  if  possible,  without  opening  it  This  can 
be  accomplished,  and  should  be  tried,  eren  where  the 
integuments  are  thinned,  and  fiuotnation  is  distinct. 
prsTiously  of  natural  proportions,  began  to  thicken  and  '  If  oan  best  be  ailbcCed  by  the  administration  of  mercury^ 


enlaige,  patticvlwly  pn  its  in taior  and  inner  sorfaees; 
that  since  then  it  has  gradually  increased  in  si^e, 
but  without  pain.  He  con\plains  of  spme  degree  of 
irritation  an^  chapping  from  exposure  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  The  lower  lip  was  quite  unaffeoted,  but  the 
upper,  when  the  mouth  was  closed,  formed  a  large 
prtrjetciog  red  mass,  not  unlike  a  pair  of  ripe  straw- 
berries,  the  division  between  them  being  formed  by  the 
natural  sulcus  of  the  Up.  The  surfkce  of  these  pro. 
jections  exhibited  several  minute  orifices,  from  which 
globules  ot  clear  fluid  were  seen  to  exude  :  these  were 
the  labial  glands  largely  developed. 

As  the  patient  was  very  anxious  to  be  relieved  of  his 
deformity,  Mr.  Wilde  removed  it  in  the  following 
manner :«— The  coronary  arteries  being  commanded  by 
pressing  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  an  incision  was  made 
through  the  mucous  membrane,  about  three^ghths  of 
an  inch  from  the  edge  of  the  lip,  and  two  inches  and  a 
half  long,  and  another  from  the  back,  so  as  to  include 
the  diseased  mass,  which  was  then  dissected  out  There 
was  scarcely  any  hiemorrbage,  and  the  wound  being 
brought  together  by  the  continued  suture,  the  deformity 
was  seen  to  have  been  completely  removed.  The 
diseaaed  mass  consisted  of  a  eongeries  of  globular  bodies, 
resembling  trout  spawn,  and  nearly  transparent — 
JhtbUn  Quarterbf  Journal, 

BEBKU.  OF     THX    CJBCVM     AMD    aPPENDIX   VBRXI- 

FORSm. 

.Although  not  so  rare  as  the  author,  M .  Lansberg, 
•eems  to  think,  the  following  cases  are  worthy  of 
recoid:'^ 

1.  A  female,  aged  SO,  was  the  subject  of  a  femoral 
hernia,  which  became  strangulated,  and  formed  a 
tumour  the  size  of  a  large  apple,  at  a  distance  of  half 
«i  inch  from  the  right  labium.    The  operation  was 


with  the  application  of  a  few  leeches,  and  compression, 
gentle  at  first,  and  gradually  increased  by  means  of 
a  compress  of  lint,  wet  with  the  Lotio  Plombi, 
and  a  spica  bandage.  As  the  bubo  gets  pale,  and  the 
inflammatory  action  is  on  the  dedine^  the  strong 
tincture  of  iodine  painted  over  the  surface  tends  very 
much  to  hasten  the  absorption.  In  this  way  I  have 
put  back  many  buboes,  in  which  suppuration  waa 
ftrHy  formed.''«*2>iifr/»i  Quarterly  JaiirruU,Mmjy  1847. 

MEW  MODS   OF  CUXniO  ECTROFIOll. 

Dr.  Blanbery  regards  this  affection  as  mainly  induced 
by  a  peculiar  state  of  the  orbicularis  muscle,  consisting 
in  a  preponderance  of  contractility  in  the  flbree 
which  surround  those  which  form  the  ciliary  portion  of 
the  muscle.  In  a  man,  aged  50,  with  ectropion,  Bn 
Blanbery  found  a  furrow  below  the  ciliary  margin  of 
the  lower  lid,  which  became  deeper  every  time  the 
patient  closed  his  eyes  forcibly.  Ho  made  a  vertical 
incision  in  the  lid,  and  divided  some  contracted  fibrea 
of  the  muscle,  and  thus  removed  the  deformity.*-" 
Gazetta  diMikmo,  Feb.  27, 1847. 

FOREIGN  BODIES  INTRODVCXO  IKTO  THE  EYE. 

M.  Petreqnin,  of  Lyons,  divides  these  bodies  into  three 
oategories, — those  which  Sre  arrested  on  the  surface  of 
the  eye,— those  which  become  imbedded  in  the  comea^-^ 
and  those  which,  perforating  the  cornea,  penetrate  more 
or  less  deeply  Into  the  chambers  of  the  eye.  In  a  manu- 
facturing town  like  Lyons,  these  accidents  are  very 
common  :— 

1.  Foreign  bodies  arrested  upon  the  surfaee  of 
the  eye  often  become  hidden  under  the  upper  eye- 
lid, and  are  of  diffictilt  removal  by  the  usual  plan 
of  raisfaig  the  lid  upon  a  probe.  M;  Pslrequin 
employs  a  camel's-hair  pencil,   and  introdEttng  it 


yt^bmedy  end  en  opening  Ihe  mo  it  wriM  fovnd  to  t  beneath  the  eye*lid,  he  passet  it  ftvm  ^Mie  cMUBriMiire 
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to  the  otirar,  so  m  to  simop  oaj  fonlitt  iNNly  inti -the 
floarett  ongle  of  the  efo.  If  ho  hat  not  •  poooil'  at 
hand,  ho  oaployi  the  feothor  of  •  pon.  It  «oliiiho«t 
mhitmdrff  thotiwrs  Mflflteg  to  moiateii  it  BztriOHoii 
in  ohUdroB  4i  cHAoiUt  in  oonaeqaonoo  of  th»  ooatPvMTo 
contiMtion  ot  tbo  oje4id»  wfaieh  oHen  oeeatOt  »^al 
•voB  opoaiDf  theto  at  all  iMty  bo  impOMibtob'  H. 
F«ti«quiB  thfowi  in  an  It^eetton  of  roao.ir«lor  ttftidia- 
lodge  the  body  ftom  tho  oomor  •!  the  070  where  ho 
aiippoMi  it  U  plafoed,  and  brings  it  thno-MrtUftolilfaiB 
ft«e  edge  of  ihe  eyo4ld.  PraelitlBiien  shovlt  tdiNkjs 
ToooUeet  that  tiie  sensattons  iiidnoed  by  a  foreign  body 
nay  eonthine  after  it  has  been  reiBO««d,  so  thai' they 
nay  not  needlessly  sMfce  painlbl  TCeeavehes. 

2.  Workers  In  iron  or  stone'  may  bare  partlel^  fix 
themseWes  to  a  greater  or  less  depth  in  the  sobstahoe 
of  the  oomea,  and  theee  are  eonetlmee  so  small  as  to 
Teqvire  a  lens  Co  see  them  in  the  Utde  depressions  in 
whioh  they  are  seated.    If  the  partlele  is  meta^o,  we 
shoald  try  the  effeet  of  a  magnet  for  ita '  remoTaL 
M.  Petreqnin  eonsldefe  a  foroeps  a  bad  instrament,  for, 
however  deHeate  it  may  be,  we  may  try  twen^  or 
thirty  times  without  being  able  to  seize  the  body  ifith 
it,  iiritatlng  the  eye  more  and  more,  and  Inereasing  the 
diffioalty  of  the  extraction.    The  case  is  rare  for  the 
body  to  be  large  enough  to  ha^  a  Aree  position  suffi- 
cient for  seizure.    The  bistoury  is  prsferable*  bnt  it 
should  be  a  rounded  one,  for  with  a  eharp-poinled  ene 
we  might  ritic  piercing  the  eye  during  one  of  its  spas- 
medio   moToments.     M.   Petrequin  pfoHsrs  a  large 
lancet,  the  point  and  edge  not  being  too  sharp,  and  its 
form  resembling  that  of   an    abscess   lauoet     The 
patient  should  be  seated  in  a  chair,  the  arms  of  which 
he  grasps.    The  light  coming  from  above,  he  Is  directed 
to  throw  back  his  head  until  ita  long  diameter  becomes 
▼ery  oblique  from  above  downwards,  and  from  behind 
forwards.     The    surgeon    placed  behind  supports  it 
against   his  chest,  and  directs  the  patient  to  look 
upwards.    After  haTing  raised  the  upper  eye-lid,  he 
directs  the  cutting  edge  of  the  lancet  very  gently  and 
carefully  upon  the  foreign  body,  and  slightly  scrapes 
the  cornea.    The  eye  immediately  becomes  convulsed, 
and  is  retracted  beneath  the  lid.    It  is  brought  down 
again  by  looking  at  a  fixed  point,  and  the  scraping 
again   commenced.     In  this  way  the  eye  becomes 
accustomed  to  the  contact  of  the  instrument,  and  the 
foreign  body  is  easily  removed.    It  must  always  be 
shown  to  the  patient,  since  on  account  of  the  continu- 
ance of  pain  for  some  hours  after,  he  may  doubt  the 
fact  of  its  extraction.    After  the  operation,  a  plastic 
effusion  takes  place  into  the  little  cavity  which  becomes 
filled  up  by  its  organization,  no   trace  of  cicatrix 
remaining  if  the  operation  has  been  adroitly  performed. 
3.  Cases  of  the  third  class  are  always  grave,  as  the 
contusion  produced  may  give  rise  to  traumatic  amaurosis, 
and  at  all  events  to  inflammation.     Two  or  three  cases 
:are  related,  one  of  wldch  we  abridge:— A  countrymaii, 
aged  60,  was  admitted  into  tho  Hotel  Dien  on  account 
of  a  foreign  body  entering  his  eye,  while  cutting  a 
stone.    This  oocnrred  some  time  before  his  admission, 
Jdthongh  how  long  is  not  stated,  and  the  patient  had 
been  labnitted  to  moans  for  the  relief  9t  tho  attendaat 


intanmalisn  with  Httln  sncoess.  *T1io 
enlbwly  healed,  and  oibrbd  no  trace  of  cioatrii>  ani 
tfarongh  it  the  bit  of  stone,  not  larger  than  amillet  sssd, 
was  observed  to  be  Mged  in  tho  anterior  chanto 
between  the  oomea  and  the  fits,  atfts  superior  exisnal 
part;  The  ooDjnaotiva  was  much  lDjeo(sd,aad  the  bis 
inflamed ;  the  Irlsaotedimperfoedy,  and  eomeadheilMis 
\  to  the  lens  had  oeenrreds  vision  was  delsotivs,  ssd 
attended  with  grsat  pain  in  daylight.  M.  PetrBqsin 
"AiadO  an  inelslott  four  Nnea  In  length,  into  the  appsc 
and  external  fbarth  of  dm  eomea;  the*sqeso« 
homoiir  flowed  'ont,  and  the  iris  presented  itself.  He 
passed  In  a  pair  of  9iehel*s  cataraet-fofoeps  closed,  and 
opening  one  blade  abov«,  and  the  other  below,  the 
body,  he  seised  It  with  some  difieul^,  on  aoDonfr  of 
tho  UtHe  svpport  tho  iris,  famished  it,  this  reoedhig 
fma  the  fnetrnment.  A  .smaU  portion  of  the  iris 
wWeh '  was  pmiapsed,  iras>  lenoovad  by  tha  eolsMnt 
Tho  patient  wna  bled  after  the^extraotton,  and  he  emt 
on- quite  well>  porfcei  vieion  having  been  reeevsied. 
A  small  hernia  ol  die  .tela  was  remaeed  byeaoleiisstian 
with  te  nitrate  of  silver.— ^9wa(et  <f  OeuiislifHs,  Y0I. 
17,  pp.  14—20,  and  Medico^Chinayieal  BevUw,  Jal/, 
1847. 


DISEASE  OF  THE  CERVIX  UTERI,  A  CAUSE 

OF  ABORTION. 

TO  TRX  SOITOR  OF  THE  FKOYINCIAL   MSOICAL  AlTD 

SVaOlOAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir, 

The  ZiOneet  for  the  24th  of  July  last,  coutaioi  «a 
article  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bonnet,  on  *'  InflamnatioB  ssd 
Ulceration  of  the  Cervix  Uteri,  during  Pregttaocj,&e.,'' 
in  the  conrse  of  which  the  author  comments  open  a 
passage  in  my  beckon  *<  Abortion  and  Sterility,'*  recently 
published,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  appear  thst 
I  have  been  guilty  of  some  unfairness  towsrds  hisi. 
From  tho  averrion  I  entertain  against  obtruding  mpdi 
upon  public  attention,  when  the  occasion  has  rsfaruce 
merely  to  subjects  of  a  personal  natare,  I  did  not 
think  any  reply  necessary  at  the  time ;  and  I  shoald 
not  now  have  solicited  your  indulgence  on  so  triding 
a  matter,  had  it  not  been  that  a  quotation  froia  the 
article  in  question,  tending  in  some  measure  to  my 
disrepute,  appeared  in  yonr  Joaraal  of  Wednesday  lu^ 
in  consequence  of  which  I  am  indncod  to  orsve  the 
pririlege  of  saying  a  few  words  by  way  of  explsao«fc«« 

From  the  tenor  of  one  or  two  remarks  that  oeear  in 
the  article  alluded  to,  it  appears  I  have  oocarioaed  its 
author,  althongh  qviteanintenlionaUy,someunessioeii, 
from  (as  he  supposes,)  my  presuming  to  cisim' credit 
for  certain  opinions,  which  he  states  had  been  p«" 
vlottsly  promulgated  by  him.  I  would  not  wilfiillf  do 
injastiee  to  any  man,  and  more  especially  to  oae  who 
is  so  ardenfly  engaged  in  die  same  field  of  laboar  vith 
myself,  and  for  whose  contributions  great  mnit  i< 
jnsdy  dne.  I  have  not  tho  pleasure  of  knowisg  D'* 
Bonnet,  except  through  his  writUigs;  sndffcm  ^^^ 
I  sm  led  to  esteem  him  as  a  highly  talented  sad  esiefld 

observer. 

But,  in  referenee  to  dm  point  at  inme.  Dr«  ^<>"^ 
oomplidas  that  I  Uto  not  SMBtioiied  his  m«Mi  «b^ 
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Im  mw  pangnph  of  my  intiedaotioa.  Tfao^  iMt  %  at 
Hii  tine  when  my  work  was  oompleled,  except  tbe  istro- 
•teotleiiy  I  hmA  not  peraesd  eay  of  bie  pro^iietims.  TbB 
wwk  M  it  new  staadt— the  naterieU  for  irhi^  I  bed 
been  Mrertl  yearn  engaged  in  ooUecUng— waa  fiaiehed 
mod  laady  for  the  pnn  at  the  begtoniag  of  the  summer 
of  1846w  At  this  time  the  maaaseript  was  placedyfor 
thepQipeae  of  penual^  in  the  hands  4>f  Mr.  D*  Nohle, 
<anthor  of  *<The  Brain,  its  Physiology,  &e.,"and  other 
workSi)  and  arrangements  were  eompleted  with  •  Mr. 
CbnrehUl  for  iu  publication  on  the  d6tb  of  Jmie  of  tfaie 
aame  year.  During  the  following  fow  months  I  was 
busily  engaged  in  the  proeeentiAn  «f  inqniiies  con- 
neoted  with  other  branches  of  the  saoM  sntrfeet;  in 
i»«n«ttgfaig»  daring  my  leisore  hoars,  some  of  the 
otaterials  of  my  maanscript»  and  in  striking  ont  portions 
wliUh  Mr.  Noble  thengbt  unneoessaiy,  bat  net  in 
making  additions,  with  thesKoeplioB  of  the  sabetitation 
•of  here  and  tiiere  a  ease  for  others  less  entire  in  ttkeir 
history*  I  had  net  at  this  period  seen  Dr.  Bonnet's 
book  at  all^  having  for  a  length  of  time  previonsly  por- 
posely  abstained  from  the  perosal  of  any  pobUoation 
relating  to  the  subject  upon  which  I  was  engaged,  lest 
I  should  be  thereby  inflaenced  in  the  arrangement, 
after  my  own  fashion,  of  the  materials  coUected ;  or  in 
deriving,  unbiassed  by  preconceiTed  notions  or  preju- 
dice, such  dedactioDS  as  tbey  might  be  found  capable 
of  affordlD(|.  My  views,  however,  were^  already  wdl 
known  to  several  professional  men  in  Manchester,  as 
well  as  to  others  residing  elsewhere.  It  may  be  fair  to 
state,  that  my  manuscript  was  nearly  six  months  in  the 
printer's  hands  before  the  priming  was  completed  ; 
this  delay  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  few  facilities 
possessed  by  printers  in  the  country,  in  comparison 
of  those  available  in  London,  as  well  as  from  the 
circumstfince  also  that  the  printer  was  at  the  time 
engaged  with  three  other  publications,  all  in  the  same 
4ype. 

Dr.  Bennet  refers  to  a'passage  in  my  introductory 
address,  in  which  it  is  sUted  that  he  (Dr.  B.)  bos  only 
*'  incidentally  alluded"  to  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri  as 
a  canse  of  abortion;  in  refutation  of  which  he  directs 
attention  to  his  work,  pages  47-49,  where  it  is  recorded 
"  that  uloeration  of  the  cervix  is  common  with  pregnant 
women,  and  unless  treated  and  cured,  it  generally 
occasions  abortion,"  This  very  general  statement  is 
j^?en  on  the  authority  of  MM.  Boys  de  Lonry,  and 
Coslilhes ;  but  no  facts  are  adduced  illustrative  of  the 
point.  At  pages  89  and  90,  two  cases  are  quoted  from 
the  last-named  author,  of  disease  o(  the  uterus  during 
pregnancy:  these  were  treated  and  oared,  and  the 
pregnancies  terminated  favourably.  But  in  no  part  of 
2>r.  Beanev's  book  is  a  single  instance  given  of  disease 
of  the  cerfix  uteri  hairing  caased  abortion.  Indeed, 
tha  very  ooaveiae  of  Ihiaappears  to  be  his  predominant 
opinion,  namely,  thatnterine  disease  is  the  conaeqwnce 
of  abortion,  and  difficult  laboar.  See  his  cases  6, 7, 8, 
9^  and  10. 

The  aoihor  thsa  allades^to  his  papers  published  la 
Abe  ZoHoet  of  September  11th,  and  sobseqaaatly ;  and 
aaya  that  **  they  will  b«  loand  oa  pexasal,  to  eoauio, 
not  only  most  of  the  iiwta  whieh  aie  narrated  ia  Mr. 


Wblteheaif s  Jf  Ofk,  bat  othen  of  considerable  import- 
ance, which  he  baa  not  notioed."  It  would  be  aa 
iasait  40' the  meanest  understanding  to  aMempt  a  reAi- 
talloa  of  thia  ni^aet  and  sweeping  asaettion.  Beaides, 
thjase  casee,  whatever  tbey  may  contain,  were  pablisbed 
alter  the  completion  of  miae,  and  I  can  truthlolly 
assert,. that  I  have  borrowed  nothing  from  them,  aa  I 
did  not  pemae  them  until  after  my  book  was  ia  pflat. 
If  I  had  seea  them*  ia  soffioieat  time,  I  shoald 
rgloily  ^hsHre  availed  myself  of  their  ooateats.  I  diaowii 
■8  iattetioa  of  claimiag  preoedeaee  relative  to  polata 
npoa  which  oar  opiaioBs  ooiaeide;  aad  shall  make  ao 
attempt  Is  traaafer  to  mjrself  the  merit  of  having 
given  to  -Ae  reader  hta  first  impreieioae  opoa  aay 
subjeot,  if  aot  voloatarUy  accorded,  ao  matter  how  or 
w^ere  he  first  received  them. 

Ia  appeariag  before  the  public  ia  the  capacity  of 
aatbor,  my  prhae  object  was  simply  to  lay  before  the 
proHMslea  the  resulta  of  my  diaieal  experieaee,  with  a 
view  that  theae  might,  if  possible,  be  readered  available 
ia  practice  by  others.  Whether  the  sutemsats  I  havo 
made  be  original,  or  only  corroborative  of  wliat  waa 
previously  known,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  me;  under 
either  eiroamstance  it  will  afford  me  eqnal  pleasaroy 
If  my  contributions  sliall  be  found  serviceable  in  the 
elucidation  of  a  class  of  diseases  which,  doubtless,  until 
recently,  were  very  imperfectly  understood,  and  in  the 
^calamitous  consequences  of  which  I  myself  have  been 
«a  ao  trifling  degree  interested.  I  could  have  pnb. 
Itehed  similar  facts  long  ago.  The  reason  why  I  did 
not  do  so  was,  because  the  revelations  which  specalac 
investigation  afforded,  appeared  to  me,  at  the  commence- 
ment, so  new  and  startling,  that  I  became  anxious  to 
have  the  views  necessarily  thence  arising,  supported 
by  statistical  data,  which  I  began  to  coUect  only  after 
I  had  been  long  familar  with  the  subject.  Indeed,  it 
cannot  but  be  manifest,  that  my  acquaintance  with 
this  branch  of  pathology  must  be  considerably  older 
than  any  of  Dr.  Bonnet's  publications,  since  the 
accumulation  of  the  mass  of  facts  which  I  have  re- 
corded, (to  say  nothing  of  others  of  a  date  anterior  to 
those  given,)  is  not  to  be  accomplished  in  the  space  of 
a  few  months,  nor  even  in  less  than  a  few  years. 

I  have  no  passion  to  be  thought  an  originator.  I 
wait  for  no  applause,  but  shall  be  content  to  receive 
that  meed  of  praise  or  of  censure  that  the  public  may 
think  proper  to  adjudge.  Yet,  while  I  most  willingly 
accord  to  others  whatever  is  due  to  them,  so  far  as  £ 
am  concerned,  I  shall  also,  when  called  upon,  not 
hesitate  to  defend  my  own  rights  and  integrity,  as  part 
of  my  professional  existence.  I  will  repeat  here  what 
was  already  expressed  elsewhere,  that,  to  my  know- 
ledge, I  have  not  borrowed  from  any  author  without 
acknowledging  the  obligation.  I  owe  not  so  much  aa 
a  thought,  an  idea,  or  an  expression,  to  Dr.  Bennet^a 
publication.  This  is  said  in  no  acrimony  of  feeling, 
but  purely  in  vindicatiott  of  my  character  against  the 
charge  of  iojostice  or  want  of  courtesy,  which  1  judge 
to  be  impli^  in  the  passage  last  quoted. 

It  is  with  considerable  reluct^ce  that  I  venture  to 
obtrude  myself  at  this  length  upon  your  time  and 
.patience.     I  have  the  greatest  posrible  oljectioa  to 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


qiMfvloBft  diipntw  of  adj  sort;  and  noiliing  bat 
ftbtoilato  neeessity  tliaU  benafter  indoce  me  to  engage 
in  10  proAtleM  and  pnerile  a  controTony  as  tbat  vbicli 
hn  reference  ^lerely  to  personal  popnlarity. 

I  renaioi  Sir, 

Yoor  obedient  servant^ 

J.  WHITEHEAD. 

7^  Oxford  Street,  Mancbester, 

September  14|  1847. 


NJTKATE  OF  SILVER  IN  ERYSIPELAS. 

In  adopting  Mr.  Higginbottom's  plan  of  treating 
eiysipelas  by  tbe  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  evtenaally, 
(see  Preoinckii  Jowmai,  p.  45S0  it  is  of  tbe  first  isaport. 
ance  that  tbe  solntion  employed  sbonld  be  of  tbe 
strength  recommended;  and  as  th^  prescription,  as 
before  pablished  in  this  Jottm|)»  has  not  been  correctly 
gireni  we  sats^oln  tbe  proper  formula:— 

R.  Argenti  Nitratlt,  scr.  iv.  (not  scr.  ij.) 
Aoidi  Nitrid,       m.    vj. 
Aqu«  destillats,  dr.  iv.  (not  oz.  iT.) 

SALARIES  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

The  Guardians  of  tbe  Gainsborough  Union,  at  a  late 
special  meeting,  at  which  Mr.  Weale,  the  assistant- 
commissioner,  was  present,  resolved,  that  in  future  a 
salary  of  j^35  per  annum  should  be  paid  to  the  medical 
officer  of  the  workhouse,  and  that  the  sum  of  jf315 
per  annum  should  be  the  total  amount  of  the  salaries 
of  the  district  medical  officers  of  the  union,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  size  of  their  district.  This  is  an  increase 
of  £170  upon  tbe  sum  hitherto  paid,  or  nearly  double 
the  amount  of  the  old  salaries.  It  is  stated  that  the 
commissioners  are  revising  all  the  union  officers' 
salaries  throughout  England. — Lancet* 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Sept.  2, 
1847:— William  Charles  Homfray,  Monmouth;  John 
Lucas  Worship,  Long  Melford,  SufToik. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Sept.  9, 
1847  :—  Henry  Davis  Benwell ;  Robert  Blackie, 
Oswestry ;  William  Pritchard,  Abergavenny ;  Henry 
Davis,  Birmingham ;  James  Payton  Badley,  Dudley ; 
Joseph  Thomas  Clover,  Aylsham ;  William  Leyson 
Thomas,  Neath ;  Folliott  James  Sandford,  Newport, 
Salop ;  Thomas  Horn,  Birkenhead. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  Aug;  21st,  at  Ormskirk,  aged  66^  Edward 
Houghton,  Esq.,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Dispensary, 
Ormskirk. 

'   Aug.  29tb,  at  Spa,  aged  61,  Thomas  Beard,  Esq., 
M  J>.,  formerly  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 

Aug.  30tb,  at  Westport,  uged  29,  of  fever,  Peter 
Lavell,Esq.,  M.R.C.S.  of  Engl.,  Surgeon  to  the  Shiutl 
Di0pen8«r^. 


Sept.  Isl,  aged  32,  of  ferer»  George  Vicken  Done, 
Etq^  M JD.»  Pbyaeiao  to  tbe  Dispenssry  and  Fmr 
Hospital,  at  CJondonagb,  Oneett'e  Coonty.         \ 

Sepc  4tb,  of  fever,  Dr*  Leader,  one  of  the  District 
Mcidical  Ofieers  in  the  eity  af  61a%ow. 

Sept.  12tb,  in  Bedford  Sqoate*  aged  45^  Geofge 
Darby  Dermott*  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Leetnrer  on  AnAloay 
and  Sargftj. 

Lately,  at  Skibbereen,  of  fever»  Tboaat  GoodiaoB, 
Esq.,  M  J>.,  of  DnbHn. 

At  Bolton,  aged  28,  of  fever,  Henry  Hatton,  Eiq., 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Western  District  of  Qmt 
BdtoB. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

A  Letter  to  Benjamin  Botch,  Esq.,  Chainnsn  of  the 
Coaimltlse  of  Tisiiers,  on  the  Flan  and  Oov«aBMnt 
of  tbe  Additional  Lnnatio  Asylnm  for  the  Conn^  of 
Middlesex,  about  to  be  ereoted  at  Colney  Hatsk.  Bj 
John  ConoUy,  M.D.,  Fellow  of  tbe  Royal  CoUsgs  of 
Pbysieians  of  London,  and  Pbyaleian  to  the  Middlsies 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  HanwelK  London:  ChuchilL 
1847.    8vo.  pp.  27. 

A  Copy  of  Reporta  on  Sir  WilUam  Burnett's  Bit* 
infecting  Fluid.  Printed  by  Order  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE     TO    VBMBSaS. 

Mr.  Crompton,  of  Manchester,  being  appointed  bj 
the  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  to 
draw  up  a  report  on  bums  and  scalds,  embodying,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  experience  and  opinions  of  the 
profession,  we,  the  undersigned,  earnestly  request  that 
the  members  of  the  Association  will  afford  Mr.  Crooipton 
such  information  on  the  sul^ectaa  they  may  be  possessed 
of,  and  that  they  will  further  his  inquiries  by  every 
means  in  their  power. 

((Signed) 

JAMES  HEYGATE,  M.D., 

President  of  the  Association. 
CHARLES  HASTINGS,  M.D., 

President  of  the  ConaciL 

Dated  September  4, 1S47. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Communications  have  been  received  from  C.  A<;  tbe 

Birmingham  Patbologieal  Socle^;  Dr.  Ktegden; 

Mr.  W.  C.  WortMngton;    Dr;  Ogler  Wttd;  ^* 

Kennion. 
Mtienft^ogieal  JourtuiU^Vfe  shall  ML  Obliged  if  tbe 

gentlemen  to  whom  we  are  indebted  kf  tliese  reports 

wiU  fbrwaid  them  as  soon  as  possible  alter  ^  «o^ 

of  eaeih  month.    One  of  the  leporti  for  iho  mooft  of 

Jmie  bag  net  yet  been  leeeiVed; 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EPIDEMIC  FEVER  OF  RUGBY 
AND  ITS  NEIGHBOURHOOD, DURING  THE 
AUTUMN  OF  1846. 

By  Jambs  PAZTOit,  M.D. 

'  At  «MM  of  htm  are  ttiU  ocenrrteg  in  most  parts 
•f'tke  #oantr7»  it  nay  ckcase  me  in  atttchlog  some 
'kBportuioe  to  the  present  commttnicstios,  and  the 

<  Mtempt  made  td  arrange  notes  relatiTe  to  the  form, 

;  ptogressife  eonrse>  and  therapeutics  of  the  above- 
named  epidemic  It  is  intended  to  proYe,  that  con- 
tinaed  ferer  in  a  niral  district  requires  a  diffwent 
mode  of  treatment  to  that  vhich  it  has  been  thoaght 
expedient  to  adopt  in  fever  o(  the  same  type,  attaelcing 
the  inhabitants  of  over  populated  towns.  These  observe, 
tions  will  generally  oonsist  of  a  series  of  facts  falling 
within  the  range  of  my  own  practice,  but  occasionally 
leferring  to  a   diflbrent   method   of  practice.     The 

>  epidemic  about  to  be  deecsribed  will  be  foand  to  possess 
certain  dlsthignishing  characteristics,  which  may  be 
attributed  to  the  locslity  and  habits  of  life  operating 
favourably  on  patients,  when  compared  with  the  results 
of  epidemics  of  crowded  cities.  I  am  therefore  desirous 
of  ptftting  others  in  possession  of  memoranda  relating 
to  continued  fever  in  a  midland  district.  We  shall 
thus  have  an  opportunity  of  drawing  a  comparison 

'  between  this  and  the  epidemics  that  have  arisen  at 
the  same  seasoUj  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  unhealthy  state  of  Rugby  was  first  brought  under 
our  notice  by  a  great  nnmber  of  persons  complaining 
of  either  diairhcsa,  or  of  common  indigenous  cholera. 
Tbese  forms  of  disease  prevailed  almost  universally 
for  about  three  Weeks,  and  then  were  succeeded  by 
tases  having  all  the  symptoms  of  gastro-enteritis. 
Sbiilie  alarm  was  created  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that 
two  or  three  members  of  the  same  family,  in  several 
houses  in  the  prinoipal  streets,  were  ill.  In  eonseqaence^ 
m  aantftary  eommitlee  was  ihoaei^;  and  the  assembling 
of  the  school  (for  it  was  the  raeation,)  was  peatponed. 
If  may  vol  be  amfsa  td  observe  in  thif  ^plaee,'  that 

"tfhen  the  premonitory  sickness  and  diarrhoea  Were 
met*by  judicious  treatment,  ^h*^  disease  rarely  advanced 

-  1>eyond  a  simple  affection  of  the  mucous  membraneSk 
T\»  AKhibition  of  doses  of  Hydrargy  mm  cum  Crete,  and 
'talitM'  aperients,  or  tffferveseiDg  salines,  with  «  due 
WlH^t  OcMf r  tk  1947, 


regard  to  the  mildest  diet,  seldom  failed  to  arrest  the 
niaiady.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  dejections  wera 
suppressed  by  opium  and  other  astringent8,~>whea 
wine,  or  brandy,  or  cordials  were  taken,  with  tho 
mistaken  idea  ot  Comforting  the  bowels,  febrile  disorder 
was  more  fully  developed,  and  greater  mischief  ensued. 

On  the  24th  of  August,  the  first  public  meeting  was 
'  called,  to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  epidemic.  This  subsequently  led 
to  the  adoption  of  some  very  proper  sanatory  regula« 
tions,  such  as  are  known  to  bave  a  tendency  to  mitigate 
the' complaint,  and  to  check  the  extension  of  a  malady 
which  had  begun  to  invade  all  psrts  of  the  town.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  poorer  inhabitanta 
resident  in  the  worse  parts  were  not  the  first  victims 
of  the  epidemic;  fever  appeared  in  the  families  of 
tradesmen,  and  among  the  superior  ranks  of  society. 
Some  cases  terminated  fatally  after  an  illness  of  eight 
or  nine  days ;  this,  however,  was  not  commonly  the 
progress ;  such  unhappy  events  were  probably  to  be 
attributed  to  causes  which  we  shall  take  occasion 
hereafter  to  discuss. 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  the  epidemic  to  its  first 
cause  or  remote  origin.  Some  persons  had  no  doubt 
about  its  arising  from  chokage  of  the  sewers.  An 
eibinent  engineer,  who  bad  been  employed  to  make  a 
survey  of  the  town,  with  a  view  to  improvements,  had 
no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  tho  conclusion  that  the 
complaint  might  be  attributed  entirely  to  bad  drainage,* 
This  is  certainly  an  easy,  but  not  a  rery  satisfaetory 
way,  of  accounting  for  the  re-appearance  of  an  epidemio 
after  a  long  absence.  There  had  been  no  epidemie 
fever  aince  1843.  Tho'se  who  were  better  acquainted 
with  the  history  and  statistics  ot  medlohie,  although 
ready  to  admit  that  all  facts  that  throw  any  lighten  the 
snlject  of  malaria  are  highly  important^  yet  were  not 
satisfied  with  the  preceding  explanation*  We  ongth 
not  to  leave  out  of  our  consideration  the  powerful  influ- 
ences ot  meteoric  changes.  **  Mutationes  defectionesqne 
temporum  maxim^  parlent  morbos."  At  least,  it  may 
be  "  worth  while  to  bear  in  mind*  the  possible,  if  notpro- 
bable,eonneotion  between  epidemio  disorders^  and  the 
onthnakof  toleattleageneyand  SleetriosJ  ph«somena."t 

*  Mf.  Austin's  Report  on^be  Improvemeots  of  Rogby,fol.  ^ 
t  0r4  AtBoid'S  Letters,  p.  97&, 
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ON  THE  BPIOBIbff€  FEVER  OF  RUOBY. 


U^Vi^Hie  present  tine  we  bate,  I  MIeve,  no  eletr 
in*ight  into  Che  origin  of  those  perledio  aooniges 
which  efllct  mankind  in  the  shape  of  epidemicsii 
'*  Tb«  qnestion  of  the  origin  of  ferer  in  snch  eases 
is  hr  from  being  easily  settled  to  the  satlslhetioii  of  a 
philosophical  mind."*  Of  this  maeh  we  are  oertain, 
that  free  cnrrenu  of  pare  air-dilate  and  dissipate  aMal 
poison  s,  so  as  to  render  them  little-hnrtAil,  while  eoH' 
fined  air  is  the  medium  in  which  they  linger,  and  tiie 
effloTium  of  organic  decomposition  becomes,  if  flftfCtfae 
generator,  the  condnctor  of  the  fomites  tS  infection. 

It  would  be  idle  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  iwader 
by  minute  details,  only  so  far  as  the  febrile  movement 
we  are  now  contemplating,  exhibited  certain  general 
/eatores  which  we  shall  mention.  Thas  there  were 
fereral  degrees  of  intensiiy  of  fever,  somewhat  ooi» 
responding  to  synocba,  synocbus,  and  typhus;  bat  ae 
each  class  of  oases  was  identical  in  its  primary  «nd 
prindpal  lineaments,  still  for  convenience  of  arrange 
ment,  we  may  consider  them  one  and  the  same  disease, 
eimply  acting  with  greater  or  less  severity  on  the  indl- 
Tiduals  attacked.  Many  encountered  the  first  degree, 
the  greater  number  the  second  degree,  and  not  a  few 
were  affected  by  the  third. 

The  following  outline  may  serve  to  give  a  tolerable 
conception  of  the  train  of  symptoms  constantly  pre- 
aented,  and  by  which  the  epidemic  was  immediately 
recognized  :^The  countenance  expressed  wretchedness 
of  feeling,  or  stupefaction  ;  coldness  diffusing  itself 
through  the  body  very  frequently,  perhaps  every 
quarter  of  an  hour,  was  succeeded  by  heat,  headache, 
flrequent  pulse,  thirst,  furred  tongue,  epigastric  and 
sibdominal  pain,  diarrhasa  or  occasionally  an  opposite 
condition  of  the  bowels,  the  urine  loaded  with  lithates. 
In  all  cases  the  fever,  whether  simple  or  more  com- 
plex,  had,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  many  shades  oX 
intensity,  and  many  varieties  belonging  to  each  division 
of  cases.  It  is  not  needful  to  give  formal  definitions 
of  the  several  gradations  of  fever,  as  each  grade  will 
be  best  exemplified  by  the  recital  of  a  few  instances. 

Fever  of  the  first  degree,  was  manifested  by  snch 

symptoms  as  above,  and  had  bat  a  comparatively  short 

duration.    In  some  persons  the  vis  vitas,  or  the  right 

appliances  of  medieine,  were  sufficient  to  prevent  the 

noxious  inflaences  going  beyond  these  limits,  as  the 

following  cases  will  illustrate : — 

Mrs.  H.,  aged  34^  after  undergoing  mnch  anxiety  and 
fatigue  from  the  illness  of  two  of  her  children,  was  sud- 
denly attackt^  with  creeping  chilliness  down  the  spine, 
aching  in  the  loins,  great  thirst,  loss  of  appetite.  There 
was  a  scanty  secretion  of  urine,  which  was  remarkable, 
from  its  being  coloured  with  hcematosine.  Now,  although 
fever  ranged  no  higher  than  the  first  degree  inliur 
pyrexometer,  and  only  partially  confined  her  to  bed, 
yet  it  conttnned  for  five  weeks,  with  little  abatement, 
by  which  time  her  health  returned. 


Her  hnsband  also  became  aifeoled.  He  had  great 
irritability  of  the  stomach  And  boweMt  v^n^lMringpaiiia 
in  the  limbs,  white  tongue,  and  an  accelerated  cireula* 
tion.  He  dreaded  confinement  to  his  bed,  and  could  not 
be  persuaded  to  remain  quietly  at  home.  Happily  his 
natural  courage  and  pressing  engagements  as  a  piae- 
tieal  engineer,  employed  on  the  railroad  in  a^jastiiig 
the  telagraphic  apparatmr,  kept  him  mudi  in  the  d^en 
air.  For  some  days  he  endored  mdch  weaknaes, 
headache,  and  the  concomitants  of  terer  of  the  first 
degree,  but  he  was  perfectly  well  in  a  fortnight 

Cases  of  this  grade  were  occurring  in  all  parts  of 

the  town:  young  and    old  became    afflicted.      The 

febrile  impression  was  not  serious,  though  not  aooa 

subdued. 

The  epidemic  in  the  second  degree  differed  from  thA 
first  chiefly  by  its  greater  intensity.  The  patient  at 
the  early  stage  had  a  deep  flnsh  on  the  ehaeks, 
alternating  with  paleness;  dry  skin;  thirst;  (hiek  drib- 
coloured  secretion  covered  two-thirds  of  the  tongne; 
the  pulse  rapid,  i.e.,  from  110  to  130;  urine  turUd. 
Uniformly  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  cerebral 
disturbance,  indicated  by  moaning  or  crying  out,  with 
sudden  sharp  pains.  A  restlessness  and  dehfiini 
existed  in  most  cases,  and  led  one  to  suspect  nseafn- 
gitis.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  latter  symptoms 
one  might  observe  there  was  marked  pervigilium,  which 
was  succeeded  by  unusual  torpor. 

Sir  H.E.,  aged  17,  complained  of  headaehe,  shivto- 
lugs,  a  total  want  of  appetite,  and  great  lassitude.  He 
had  white  brown  tongue,  frequent  pulse,  and  pain  in 
the  epigastriam.  This  attack  lasted  three  weeka,  but 
throughout  the  whole  period  his  state  might  be  con* 
sidered  free  from  danger.  He  possessed  a  good  con- 
stimtion  and  could  weather  the  storm.  It  waa  far 
otherwise  with  those  who  had  serious  organic  effeetioM 
at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  fever;  with  such  there 
were  few  chances  of  a  favourable  iesue. 

A  lady,  aged  29,  of  a  lymphatic  temperament,  had 
been  in  delicate  health  for  the  last  two  years,  from 
chronic  dysentery;  but  having  been  on  a  visit  into 
Devonshire,  she  returned  to  her  home,  at  Burbage, 
convalescent  Fever  prevailing  in  the  village,  soon 
after  her  arrival,  she  became  affected  by  it,  and  although 
the  disease  attained  the  second  degree  only,  general 
oDdema  was  consequent,  and  she  died  the  fourth  week 
from  effusion  into  the  head  and  chest 

A  child,  aged  4  years,  with  disproportionately  large 
articulations  of  the  limbs,  always  psle  and  thin,  waa 
seized  with  the  same  fever.  On  the  llth  day  there 
was  strabismus,  dilated  pupils  and  convulsive  move- 
ments  of  the  right  extremities.  The  case  ultimately- 
assumed  the  worst  form  of  hydrocephalus,  and  termi- 
nated fatally  on  the  twenty^seoond  day. 

A  young  man,  aged  19,  had  not  long  recovered 
from  lumbar  abscess.  He  had  slight  cough,  but  ho 
waa  able  to  follow  his  employment  aa  writer  In  the 
office  of  a  solicitor.  After  falling  with  fever,  adiacharfe 
was  reproduced  from  the  old  cicatrix  in  the  loins,  and 
on  the  seventeenth  day  from  his  taking  to  his  bed,  lio 
sank.    An  examination  revealed  grey  tubercles  in  the 


*  Or.  ChiUtiion,  in  "  Libiaiy  of  MediohM,'*  Axt«  Fever.      lungs,  as  the  remote  oaoie  obstniotlDg  hit  out. 
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*  IlMV»iiot  known  fovw  ol  tli«  Moond  grade  carry 
•off  lb«  patient,  onleM,  ak  In  the  easea  jaat  reolted;  It 

iraa  complicated  with  a  pre-exiatent  moriid  state  df 
body.  There  might,  however,  be  local  diaease,  not 
haVing  any  bad  inflaenoes,  at  it  respects  the  fever. 

J.  B.,  aged  20,  had  diseaae  of  the  knee^oint  for  two 
jaaw,  when  he  was  seized  with  faver,  which  laaM  for 
thno  weeks.  The  one  disease  had  no  apparent  effeet 
on  the  .other  in  retarding  the  onre.  He  soon  aAerwaida 
went  to  his  work  as  a  smith,  with  merely  the  ineon^ 
▼enlence  of  anchylosis  of  the  joint. 

To  form  a  right  eonoeption  of  the  third  degree  of 
Ihiv  epidemie  In  all  ita  eiroumstances ,  we  ought  to 
foppoae  the  patient  to  have  imbibed  a  concentrated 
flwlaiia*  sttl^iigating  every  organ  and  function  to  a 
typhoidal  infloence. 

I  will  transoribe  from  my.  notes  the  case  of  a  fine  young 
woman*  aged  20,  w)>o,  when  I  first  saw  her,  had  been 
iU  three  weeks.  Her  face  had  the  expression  of  sub- 
dued suffering ;  sordes  on  the  lips  and  teeth  of  a  deep 
Uood  colour;  tongue  covered  by  a  thick  and  dry  mucus 
of  theaame  appearance.  A  dark  shade  surrounding 
the  eyes  Indicated  the  sunken  contents  of  the  orbits; 
mt  the  inner  anglea  the  veins  were  blue  and  prominent  $ 
the  popUs  somewhat  dilated,  and  the  eyelids  half 
cloaed;  alae  of  the  nose  moved  in  each  respiration; 
the  expirations  quite  audible;  crepitant  rhonohus; 
congh,  and  a  rusty  mucous  expectoration.  It  required 
conaiderable  tact  to  count  the  pulse,  as  it  was  small, 
and  between  130  and  140,  certainly  not  less  than  130. 
8bo  at  one  time  complained  of  pain  in  the  ohest,  at 
another  in  her  bowels.  The  hpyogastric  region  waa> 
on  preasnre,  extremely  tender.  At  a  more  advanced 
period  of  the  disease  this  patient  became  deaf,  and 
took  not  the  least  notice  of  anything  passing  in  her 
ted-ohamber.  Unconscious  of  her  danger,  wants,  or 
neceasltles,  she  was  unable  to  appreciate  the  concern 
and  attentions  of  her  dearest  friends.  Thickly  folded 
clothes  were  placed  under  her,  and  attendants  admin* 
Istered  to  her  comfort  just  in  the  same  way  as  to  the 
most  helpless  infant.  She  could  only  take  fluids  ;  as 
to  food  of  any  kind  there  was  a  totid  distaste,  as  also 
for  every  mental  and  physical  enjoyment.  The  func- 
tions of  the  endermic  systemi  being  too  feeble  to  throw 
off  the  secretions,  the  skin  became  dry.  We  might  now 
>view  this  patient  at  the  maximum  of  the  epidemic,  and 
altogether  a  wom.out  emaciated  being.  This  case 
recovered,  although  it  was  three  months  before  the 
enervating  effects  of  the  malady  disappeared. 

The  Tital  powers  In  persons  of  advanced  age  were 
nnable  to  contend  with  ferer  ol  this  type. 

Hrs.  G.  B— ,  aged  77,  fell  with  fever.  In  the 
aecond  week  her  arms  and  legs  became  livid;  there 
waa  extensife  sloughing  orer  the  sacrum,  and  on  the 
ilfrh  week  she  expired. 

From  four  to  six  weeks  generally  elapsed  before  there 
waa  dny  permanent  remission,  when  the  grievons  com- 
plainta  of  pain  In  the  baok,  or  limbib  or  bowels,  were 
■ncceedod  by  a  profennd  sleep,  which  when  nndisturbed 
lasted  from  six  to  eighteen  honrs.  There  were  Instances 
,  ^/qaiel  alamher  for  throe  daji,    The  frienda  of  this 


patient  ware.inolined  to  arouse  them :  they  wecaTOttg  t 
thia  deep  aleappnght  not  to  be  intermptedi  for  inraria^y 
»  lavonrabla  event  followed.  It  .waa  ecWoali  ipd 
■Mfked  that  ciiaia  which  ended  la  ooplooa  porspirallont 
gratefU  senaatlons,  and  an  abatement  of  TAaenlat 
excitation.  Indeed,  thIa  extraordinary  repoao  and 
repeated  diaphoresis  was  not  uncommonly  the  pre* 
cnrsor  of  convalescence ;  the  appetite  at  the  aamo  time 
iotucning,  the  physical  powers  were  gradually  recruited* 
Mwi)er^eless,-it  was  from  three  to  four  months  bef^ro 
the  health*  iraa  perfectly  regained. 

Aaoiber  distinguishing  feature  of  Uie  epidemie  waa,-« 
thai  In  no  ease  which  came  under  my  obserratioB  ooold 
it  be  said  to  be  ephemeral ;  In  its  mildest  attacks  It  long 
held  the  sufferer  within  Its  grasp.  We  had  alio 
abundant  opportunities  of  remarking  how  much  a  pnro 
air,  and  the  habits  of  country  life,  giro  superior  powers 
of  endurance  under  disease.  That  such  circomstancea 
siionld  modify,  if  not  the  material  of  fever,  yet  that  it 
modifies  the  effects  of  fever.  Is  more  than  coi^ectiire* 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  physical  condition  of  • 
nmd  population,  living  in  comparative  oomliort,  would 
form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  physical  eondilion  and 
powers  of  endurance  of  persons  living  In  largo  towns. 
Those  who  have  been  the  suli|ects  of  tho  Tlsltation  of 
an  epidemic,  under  wretchedness  and  privation,  havo 
their  vital  powers  fail  at  the  first  onset.  Whereas,  in 
our  neighbourhood,  we  have  been  frequently  astonished 
at  the  tenacity  and  conservation  of  human  existence 
under  morbid  phenomena  so  excessively  enfeebling* 
When  the  subject  of  fever  has  been  free  from  previona 
ofganic  change,  and  not  greatly  advanced  in  life,  tho 
epidemic  had  a  tendency  to  run  Its  course  without 
haxard  to  life.  Cases  in  my  praotice  have  never  boon 
fatal,  unless  the  patient  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
laboured  under  serious  diseaae,  or  the  disadvantages  of 

old  age. 

(To  h€  eontimied,) 


ON  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OP  THB  POWER  OF 
ELASTICITY  IN  SURGERY. 

By  HiN&Y  Clark,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the 

Infirmary,  Bristol. 

(Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branch 
of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Snrgical  AflsociatiOB«  held 
at  Bristol,  Jalj  22Bd.  1847.) 

I  am  anxious  to  call  tho  attention  of  the  mombeft 
of  the  profession  to  a  power  which  may  be  advanta« 
geooaly  exerdaed  in  surgery.  Although  it  haa  not  been 
entirely  overlooked,  stili  ita  application  has  been  very 
limited ;  in  some  of  the  casea  to  which  I  shall  refer« 
I  am  not  aware  that  it  has  ever  been  employed. 

The  power  I  allude  to  is  elasticity.  This  prindple 
is  unceasingly  exerted  in  the  human  eeonomy.  By 
virtue  of  its  inflnenoe  the  Teaaela  are  enabled  to  a49CO»» 
modate  themaelvea  to  their  Yarying  contenta.  By  itt 
instnimentality  those  iknder  encirdiog  boMCi  tht  dkH 
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HMcrto  the  cMmtelioiie  bM  bees  priAoiydlyrnid  ia 
gttrg^  •■  a  compmaor ;  the  nDfdCy  of  vy  <*!«»' »<C  it 
bar^tliat  cUitai— is  in  ttsihg  it  as  t  Metor,  ud  in 
eititontiog  ita  poirer  in  thii  rtwptct  at  n  *Bnich  ^iigkt 
rate  than  others  bate  hitherto  done. 

i  mil  intboacttileriag  into  detntt  enMMnlA.Afew 
ioataacea  in  which  U4»a  btoB/oaiBd  to  act  «ith  AMilBd 
benefit. 
,  In  lateral  spinal  canratnre. 

In  bending  rigid  joints  and  straightening  them  whea 
contracted. 

In  the  remond  of  long  portions  of  dead  bone  from 
the  soft  parts,  and  in  withdrawing  a  aeqneltrnm  fhrn 
its  oiseoQs  shell. 

In  the.  removal  of  ligatures  when  they  hare  been 
detained  beyond  the  accustomed  period. 

Ip  oj>posing  the  tendency  of  the  cicatrix  to.oontnct 
after  burns. 


%rfb. 


<  '^IktH  ib^  tttegrfty^  mldinaMefr/aBd  ut  bnabBed  tb 

'.^^Mbbd  fi*Mii  M^'rtlde  eMcttfllilMi  thfe  irii9artalit«i«ilim  1  limi^^minmmp9mmmt^»im^i^»H'4mr 

l^^b^  mOMmd.  I  Wltwvrer  w«  tm  <th»  tnmk,  ih^  j  inala»eeai.vher«,that  kind  of^f^wer  ia  «i9r^ 

J  iiiwmniwlirnl  ilBariiB  lTlrfM^fff^r1^t '-  tofcetons    daattc  principle  would  be  more  appropriate,  nd  t|ac 

f  fc  tte  Mltti^  t#  th#-  qprigbr  voftur^  and  aft^irarda  to    to  this  node  the  motto  may  be  nMst  aptly  applied—. 
I  paislaiAT  tha(,  li^iMa  idtbout .  the  ^ expeQ4tture  .of  »  oiio  into  et  Jncuade  ** 

^^^^ntijii^  n^^scniax.elEort  .  We  walk  upon  an  elastic 

aircbi  and  erery  action  of  the  bony  apparatus  of  our 
^,  kmbs  has  more  or  less  of  elastic  material  interposed 
'  between  and  around  them^  so  that  when  any  member  m, 
^  bketclsied,  "by  thib  agent  it  is  ^atly  aided  to  resume 

its  normal  position.  The  skin  and  other  titeiea 
...fvtekn  of  ila.iUtvaBlagea;  indeed^  deprived  of  the 
.  elaalw  prinoifle^  life  wooi^  be  ^dmoat  intokraUe,  end 
.  eqr  moren^entSt  which  are  now  performed  with  celerity 

and  lepmfort,  would,  in  the  absence  of  this  agen^ 

become  both  irksome  and  dangerous.  ^  . 

I  should  bowerer  outstep  my  province  were  I  to  do 

more  than  illustrate  the  general  uaet>f  elasticity  by-ff  few 
'  leading  particulars.  I  have  glanced  at  a  few,  that  your 
'minds  may  be  suitebly  impressed  with  its  extensive 
'  hgeney,  and  that  you  may  be  induced  to  set  a  proper 
*  estimate  «b  the  vrioe-of  Ita  influence. 

We  «annot  accurately  imiitale  muscular  con^aetioA ; 
.'  irscaiMMe  supply  a  priinciple  preeisely  analagotts  to  the 

•  nervont  flaid ;  but  we  ean  supply  the  elastic  property, 
aid  thus*  in  a  variety  of.  iastaboes,  help  nature  exactly 
in  her  oi^a  way.  Nature  abhora  being  treated  abruptly. 
Where  you  cannot  advantageously  use  coercion,  yon 
may  beneficially  exercise  forcible  persuasion.  Ia 
mechanical  surgery  the  rack  and  the  screw  I  allow  are  t 
powerful  and  useful  instruments,  but  still  they  are  felt 
as  obnoxious  agents,  while  the  elastic  media  are'recog- 

'  nised  as  the  true  natural  allies.  Vulcanized  caoutchouc 
'  has  this  desirable  ehstidty,  and  simiiates  most  closely 

this  propertar  of  -tbe  HHng  animal  tissues.    This  Is  the 

»edium<that  I  wouM  pcoposs  to  be  used.      In  its 

.operation  it  waU  be  found  to  exhibit  the  fwiiitr  in  ra, 

and  at  the  same  time  to  exemplify  the  nuofUtr  in 

modo— a  happy  combination,  which  in  physics,  as  well 

as  morals,  is  the  'great  due  to  the  attainment  of  our 

object.    By  the  great  power  of  the  screw  or  the  rack 

we  may  suddenly  overcome,  and  subsequently  rigidly 

maintain  the  position  gained,  but  it  is  only  by  occa- 

elonal  ttarts  that  progress  ie  made,  and  there  is  nothing 

natural  in  the  proces^.    The  elastic  medium  on  the' 

contrary,  when  once  applied,  is  perpetually  at  work, 

and,  like  the  drop  of  water  that  excavates  the  stone, 

sot  by  its  own  inherent  force,  but  by  its  unceasing 

action,  so  the  caoutchouc,  not  by  its  native  strength, 

but  by  its  untiring  exertioiv  ia  etmbled  to(  aooomplish 
»  pwpQiea  which  the  fitful  aelwn  of  a  stronger  power  is 
.  r  incapable:  of  effeeting.  The  one  is  an  energetic  sleep> 
-  lose  sentinel  ever  aetire  on  duty ;  the  «ther  a  powerful 
/  Ibet  derniMt^iiard  requiring  te  bC'aroilsed  ie  eiBeient 
,-.  gcwioe;  and  this  is  not  the  only  diatinotioo^  for  the 

presence  of  i^  one  in  the  human  economy  ia  isie^ed 

m  that  of  an  enemy»  while  the  aasiatance  of  the  other 

•  is  rs^arded  as  that  of  a  friend. 

f  mmld  wish  to  be  dearly  nndenlood  that  I  do  not 
k  kin  te*dleeat«^tae  use  ef  the  screw  and  oth^  dmilar 


PURULENT  OPHTHALMIA  IN  INFANTS. 

By  jAUxa  WlaiTEBBAO,  Esq.,  F.RG.S.,  Surgeonto  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Lyfng-ttt-Hosjpltal. 

(Read  bcforo  the  ProTlncia.1  Medical  and  Surgical  AsfOcU- 
lion,  at  the  Annlrcrsary  Mcetlpg,  at  Derby,  Wednesday, 
August  Ith,  1847.) 

Purulent  ophthalmia,  as  it  ia  met  with  in  infants, 
is  of  such  frequent  occurrence,  an^  occasionally  so 
disastrous  in  its  oensequences^  that  the  sulgect  will, 
doubtless,  be  allowed  to  possess  considerable  interest 
end  importance  in  a  medical  point  of  view ;  and  die 
UQcerUinty  which  has  hitherto  prevailed  «espsetiiig 
its  origin,  and  the  means  to  be  employed  for  its 
effectual  prevention,  appears  to  leave  fta  history  op^n 
at  least  to  fuHher  investigation.  The  facts  a^ch  I 
have  to  adduce  are  intended  to  bear  directly  upon  tHis 
disputed  question;  and  although  scanty,  and  by  ha 
means  fully  digested,  I  am,  Nevertheless,  emboldeneil 
to  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  the  Association  on 
the  present  occasion,  belieTing  that  any  trifle  capable  of 
contributing  to  the  elucidation  of  an  obscure  point  in 
pathology,  may  not  be  deemed  umrerthy  of  being 
communicated. 

The  first  indication  of  purulent  ophthalmia  conriit* 
in  aimple  tuigesoence  of  the  vessels  of  the  oonjunctifa, 
upon  which'  membrane  grannlationa  are  soon  >aAer 
seen  to  spring  up  in  great  eboAdaaoe,  and  a  vl7 
profuse  secretion  of  pus  ensues.  This  prodactr  hsa 
the  property  of  generating  a  similar  train  of  morMd 
phenomena  on  being  applied  to  the  eye,  or  to  the 
mucous  structuire  of  some  other  organs,  dtW  of  the 


same,  or  of  anothw  iudf viduaT. 
The  itffltnrawtion  is  ^erally  fOQfld' to  i^liii^j 'iB 

«•'i#1NH^ftlliMhft&i<aatetrttill•afilftomftlllVeryi  41i«rt4ihe  firtt  ittstnee,  the  layer  ef  ikettMafte  fii«t  ^ 
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lower  ejelidj  ftt  olher  Umet  It  commeiicet'lii  Ibe 
ocnkrwyilioni  ■■<  niyiiHf  ailindt  to 
•deep«B  itnictare*  of  i\m  eye.  The  coraea,  owing, 
perlMMi  to  iu  peenlii^  anatomieftl  constractioii,  is 
•■pedAlly  liable  to  become  earlj  inplioated.  When 
4he  aillction  it  seYere,  lavella  after  lamella  of  thie  part 
of  tiie}»igatt*49destfbje4,  ^Dd  in  a  Tery'thort  S|pace  of 
time  tie  whole  it  perforabd  by  the  diseased  -action, 
mnd  Icjiw  of  Yiston  is  the 'hiftrltabld' 'consftqttetioe.  I 
hare  ieveral -times  witnessed  this  lamentahlfi  con- 
aammition  upon  raising  the  eye-lid,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  little  pa|ieiit  «being  first  presented>for  treatment, 
on  tM  fo4rtb, :  fijfth;  or  lizlh  day  aftef  birth.  Perfora- 
tion of'tiie  •cornea*  is  adcomplls&ed  at  an*  earlier -dale 
in  thole  casea  wherein  the  disease  commences  in  the 
ocnlai^  than  when  it  has  its  origin  in  the  palpebral 
portlo^  of  the  conjooetifa. 

Purulent  ophthdmia^  as  regards  the  dale  of  its 
eomaineement,  appears'  ander  two  diiferent  alkpeots. 
In  th#  first  place;  its  invasion  Is  obserred  at  any 
period  ih>m  the  moment  of  birth,  to  the  end  of  the 
Ibnrth' or  fifth  day;  secondly^  it  oommeBce's  from  the 
Isat-named  age»  to  that  of  ten  or  tuelre  we^t,  or 
later*  The  great  majority  of  eaaes,  faowerer,  are 
brought  under  treatment  on  the  second  or  third  day 
afterbirth;  and  I  hare  often  witnessed,  evidences  of 
the  existence  of  the  malady  a  few  hoars  after  deliToiy. 
The  two  forms  of  the  complaint  now  mentioned,  which, 
for  the^sake  of  distinction,  may  be  designated  primaiy 
and  utondary  pornlent  ophthalmia,  are  also  different, 
the  one  from,  the  other,  in  character,  the  disease  being 
much  more  acnt^  more  rapid  in .  its  course,  although 
at  the  aaiuetime,  perhaps^  more  easily  controlled  by- 
remedies,  if  early  applied,  in  the  former,  than  in  the 
latter  form.  Under  both  circamstances,  it  owes .  its 
origin  to  the  same  agency ;  bat  this,  in  the  one  case 
and  the  other,  operatea  in  different  waya« 

The  cau«esof  purulent  ophthalmia  have  been  rariously 
atated  by  authors  ,«bo  haTC  written  on  the  subject 
The  cases  which  I  now  adduce,  howoTcr,  happened 
in  the  children  of  parents  in  whom  a  particolar  morbid 
condition  of  the  uterus  existed  prcYionsly  to  the  birth 
of  the  child.  In  the  thirty-fire  cases,  an  abstract  of 
the  histories  of  which  is  given  in  the  appended  table, 
infiammatiott  or  ulceration  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
uterus  of  the  mother  was  Known  to  hare  been  pre- 
viously present  It  is  reasonable  to  presume  therefore, 
that  the  disease,  in  its  primary  form,  owed  its  existence 
to  the  direct  application  of  the  morbid  accretion  to  the 
organ  affected,  and  that  the  inoculation  took  place  on 
the  transit  of  the  infant  through  the  uterine  orifice 
daring  parturition. 

Mackenzie  appears  to  hare  been  sufficiently  aware 
of  the  facft,  .that  purulent  opbthnlmia  In  .infant^  de- 
penda,  in  many  instances,  upon  virulent  inoculation 
during  pactudtioD,  at  be  atatea,  at.page  432,ot.hU 
work,  !Mcond  edition,  that  '*it  will  in  general  be 
found,  that  when  the  child  becomes  affected  with  ibis 
ophlhiifliia,  tha  mother  has  had  lencorrbcsa  before  and 
at  partaoltlbfi;  «hdf  ffe«  the  eyM  hlYt  ii<ft  baeh  Cleared; 
'  ISsr  aoitte  Uma  after  birth."  Thia  author  does  not  dis 
^OngviahylMiiicofdf^lSlveen  one  lOudTof  KqcorI^m  wid^; ' 


ahotheir.'-^between  'slmple'^larfE'' coneequenV  npotT' 

■hraeion.of  texture,  and 
that  which  la  ocoasioned  by  ulceratite  ok  InHammatory 
action,  reaulting  fh'the  secretion  I  of  pus.)  AU  the 
eaees  of  this  affetftidn  which  havto  ocofinbd  in  my 
practice,  where  ut  opportunity  hai  btkn'.  afforded  for 
proseentitig' the  necessary  inqulK^B,  bare .' happened 
in  childr^h^'^Whose*  parents  laboured  underUuch  dts- 
or^eradritate  of  the  lowef  pifn  t>f  (the  uterhs,  r(ibla 
to  the^ir  by  aidiif  the  apecnluffl...^ 

SktMdary  purulent  ophthalmia  appears,  ttore 
remotely,  to  bo-  dependent  upon  ibe  •  aamt  a^^cy. 
The  '•case  markpd,  No»  18;  whteh  'was  sai4  to  ilavu 
commelieed'at^tUe  agio  of- three  Weeks,  'was  ^ttri^nted 
by  tOe  parent  to  the  application  of  caQ.  {The  idiild 
was  brought:  under  treatment  .when!  betweed  ten  and 
eleven  monihs  old.  Its  mother  had  yellmr  leiicortKoBay 
with  Jill  the  ay  mpathetio. disturbances  asiallyVittenduit 
upon,  ntesiae  disease,  4he  sylupto^is  kaviqg  eslated 
upwards  t>t  efghtean  months-  p|)ev|oud^.  She  iiad 
fissufsd  ulceraiion  ftud.  lnduratio4p  of  the.  ceivix  iieri. 
It  is'highiy'  probable  thai  the  fbtal  system'  beeomet 
imbaied'with  the  morbid  product  duriagi6int^-ata4na 
life.  *  in  sttofa*  instances  ~tho  nlsuliief  may ,  manifest 
itself  at  any  period  after  birth,  iu.seait  being  delenttliied 
by  tha  application  jot  cold  or  other  icauso^  to  the  i^ait 
upon  which  the  diseased  action  becomes  d^tefmined* 

Of  the  virulent  nature  of  the  secretion  ftirnished;by 
diseased  surfaces  situated  near  the  lower-f>art  of  \the 
uterus,  independent  of  specific  causes,  there  cannot  1>e 
a  doubt,  as  may  be  proved  by  the  occasional  o^unvnee'^ 
of  all  |iie  phonoqieua. of  blenurrhagia  in  the  mala  • 
subject; from  inoculation,' under- such  ciroumstancer/ 
effected  during  coition.    The  fact  Is  fartbeir  proved^ 
moreoveir,  by  my  own  experiments  upon  iogs,^  la 
whom  a  similar  form  of  inflammatioh  was  pr6ducaA  on 
the  matter  .being. directly  transferred  from  the  hifmaa 
uterus  to  the  eyes  of  these  aninals.  .  A  similar  form  of 
infiamraatiott  is  somefimee  witnessed  in  the  ear,  ^tha 
nose,  the  vagina,  or  around  the  adus,  instead  of  tha 
eyes,  la  Infants  *,  and  it  Is  highly  probable  that  thia 
also  originates  from  the  same  speoiea  of  inoculation. 

With  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  this  destmctiva 
malady,  it  is  of  the  first  importance,  whetheridiseaae  of 
the  maternal  ofgana  be  suspeoled  or  not,  that  the  a^yea 
of  the  infant  be  perfectly  cleansed  and  washed  imma- 
diately  after  delivery.  If  it  be  possiblei  the  uterus  of 
the  mother  should  be  restored  to  a  healthy  state  before 
delivery  takes  place.  For  subduing  the  inflammation 
when  onea  esUblished,  the  most  efficient  plan  with 
which  I  am  acquainted,  is  iba  free  appUeatlon  of  tha 
solid  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  inside  of  the  lower  eyalldy 
as  first  reoommended  byasy  aeteemed  and^  lamented 
friend  palate  H«.  Walker.*.  It  may  benmarked  that 
cases  of  this  oharaeter  ganaiaUy  require  eonsUtnlidnal 
M  well  aa  local  traatokent 


•  Sea  *' AbortioD  and  SteriUtyi**  casau^, 
•  «  Oculist's  Vade-ttecbm.*t  ' 
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CASB  OF 


CALCULUS  IN  A  FEMALE,  EXTRACTED  BY    Sftpif«ber,  die  wm  discharged,  cured. 


DILATATION. 


tMffffoux  to,  ^x  hours.    On  Satarday,  the  ith  ol 
Seoiember.  she  was  discharged  cured.  vK 


TO  THB  XVXTOB  OF  THB  PR0TIM01A.L  MBDIOA.L  AND 

8UBQ1CAL  JOURNAL. 

On  Tueaday*  the  17th  of  Angust,  two  stone  opfra- 
tio&s  took  place  at  the  Lowestoft  Infirmary,  one  patient 
vaf  a  |k»7«  Q  years  old,  the  other  a  female,  aged  19, 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Cromer.  As  the  calcnlilft 
reaiovod  from  the  female  was  of  rather  large  dimen- 
■00%  and  aeoompUshed  with  great  facility  by  means 
or  diUtMiitn,  I  am  induced  cnrsorily  to  notice  the  case 
injoor  Joamal. 

^any  of  onr  best  surgeons  are  dirided  in  opinion 
as^  to  the  safest  mode  of  extracting  calculi  from  the 
leiiale  bladder.  There  are  some  who  deem  an  incision 
fUtnf  beat  practice,  and  who  avert  that  the  use  of  the 
kaJfe  ia  leas  frequently  followed  by  incontinence  of 
urine  than  when  dilatation  is  employed.  Stone  in  the 
female  bladder  not  being  of  frequent  occurrence, 
C3|perftnee  does  not  permit  me  to  offer  a  decided 
opinion  on  the  enbject.  I  am  enabled,  however,  to 
atate»  that  in  a  conrersation  which  I  had  the  privilege  of 
holding  with  Mr.  Crosse,  of  Norwich,  a  few  days  after 
the  operation,  he  informed  me  he  had  had  repeated 
experience  of  both  ways  of  proceeding  to  relieve  a 
female  patient  of  stone  in  the  bladder  j  ^d  that  he 
wax  fixed  ia  the  opinion  that  dilatinff  is  to  be  preferred 
to  mctfton,  when  the  calculua  is  of  moderate  size,  and 
even  when  the  sixe  of  the  foreign  body  cannot  be  satis- 
faetorily  estimated,  or  is  believed  to  be  large,  he  prefers 
commencing  by  the  dilating  process,  until  the  finger 
.can  be  freely  admitted  into  the  bladder,  when  cutting 
can  then  he  pracUied  to  the  extent  required.  The 
dilatation^  he  moreover  remarked,  should  be  effected 
alowly,  and  most  gradually,  and  uniformly;  when  these 
roles  have  been  observed,  he  haa  known  the  power  of 
retaining  the  urine  permanently  re-established  after  the 
removal  of  calculi,  the  smallest  circumference  of 
which  meaaured  from  four  and  a  half  to  five  inches. 

In  the  case  which  came  under  my  own  notice  I 
employed  Weiss's  dilator.  The  process  of  dilatation 
was  commenced  at  eight  in  the  morning ;  at  the  end  of 
.every  two  hours  I  visited  the  patient  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  Krew  of  the  instrument  from  a  quarter  to 
lialf  a  turn.  Bj  six  in  the  evening  the  nrethra  was  suf- 
ficiently dikted  to  enable  me  with  facility  to  introduce 
the  index  finger  of  my  left  hand  into  the  bladder,  and 
to  feel  a  calculus,  which  I  judged  to  be  of  considerable 
aixe.  By  the  aid  of  a  pair  of  moderate-size4  lithotomy 
forceps,  I  easily  embraced  it,  and  then  cautiously  and 
j^radnally  commenced  its  extraction,  which  was  effected 
at  the  end  of  abont  half  an  hour.  It  proved  to  be  of 
the  mulberry  kind,  of  an  egg  shape ;  its  longest  circnm- 
ference  measured  four  inches  and  a  quarter,  its  ahorteat 
thiee  ineheaaad  three  quarters,  and  it  weighed  exactly 
jA  ounce. 

For  about  ten  daya  after  the  operation  there  waa 

more  or  less  incontinence,  but  after  that  period  it 

..gndoaliy  decreased^  and  the  urine  could  be  retained 


Nothing  particular  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
operation  performed  upon  th^  boy.  A  calcnioa  wag 
extracted,  composed  of  the  triple  phoipbate»  wUch 
weighed  one  diUchm. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  upon  every  oceaaioo.iii 
which  I  have  been  called  upon  to  cat  for  the  stone,  I 
have  fcmpnlonsly  avoided  the  employment  of  any  kind 
[  of  josget,  and  that  the  laat  twdve  patients,  whose  aget 
'have  varied  from  sixty-eight  dewn  to  twe  and  a  hall 
years,  have  been  operated  upon  snccestfolly. 
I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
W.  C.  WORTUINGTON,  F.R.C.S.,  . 
Senior  Suigeon  to  the  Loweatoft  Infirmiry. 
September  14,  1847. 


CASE  OF  CATARACT  OCCURRING  IN 

EARLY  LIFE. 

'ByAuoirsTiN  Prichaad,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  BriatoU 

(Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bath  aad  Bristol 
Brinch  of  the  Pr OTlneial  Medical  and  Sorglcal  Assocla* 
tion,  held  at  Bristol.  Jnlj  S2ad,  1847  ) 

At  the  December  quarterly  meeting  of  thia  Aisoeia^ 
fion,  in  the  year  1845, 1  had  the  honour  of  introdndng 
to  the  notice  of  the  gentlemen  present  a  country  lad, 
17  years  of  age,  who  had  been  the  subject  of  congenital 
cataract,  and  upon  whom  I  had  operated  abont  three 
days  previously.  The  caae  terminated  by  the  hof 
having  fair  sight  with  one  eye,  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  work  in  the  fields  by  digging  potatoes,  and  to  look 
after  horses.  Beyond  this  he  had  no  ambition,  and. he 
waa  so  satisfied  with  his  acqnirementa  that  I  could  not 
induce  him  to  learn  a  aingle  letter.  I  have  recently 
been  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  a  mneh  better 
case,  which  I  will  lay  before  the  Society,  relating  all 
the  particulars  as  I  noted  them  down  at  the  time,  with 
the-remarks  of  the  patient  in  her  own  words. 

Ann  Harris,  aged  27,  was  brought  from  Abersychan, 
beyond  Pontypool,  to  the  Eye  Dispensary,  and  was 
admitted  a  patient  on  the  16th  of  June. 

She  bad  good  sight  when  she  was  bom,  hut  in  bet 
third  year  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  small- pox,  which 
destroyed  the  left  eye,  and  from  that  time  the  right 
began  to  fail.  The  right  eye  also  suffered  from  the 
same  attack,  which  has  left  a  slight  central  corneal 
opacity  behind  it. 

When  she  was  admitted  the  left  eye  was  completely 
sunk ;  the  right  presented  a  folly- formed  white  cata« 
ract,  with  the  corneal  opacity,  and  a  remarkably 
healthy  and  active  iris.  She  has  been  blind  (or  nearly 
so,)  for  twenty-four  years  out  of  the  twenty-seven  which 
she  haa  lived.  She  could  make  out  the  colour  of 
olijects  when  held  very  close  to  her  eyes.  She  is  very 
tntelllgent  and  quick,  and  her  memory  is  good.  She 
haa  been  in  the  habit  of  domg  all  the  baking  and 
waahing  of  her  mother's  house,  and  her  mother  whoee 
sight  ia  now  failing  from  old  age,  is  accuatomed  to 
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a^ply  to  ncfr  olind  danghter  to  hare  her  needle  tWMded ; 

tkiiCabe  perfonnt  in  tite  wdiaary  way  for  blind  peraOM,/ 
*>-l.iipi«|tlMte'Mp' bl  iMitmgQt.    AM  19  Ferytdigji- 
H4.««ls^idjq^0ibd,  «iul  toUl  m^f^tem^t^trugo  tlinttiiefcad 
.ii.(i<WMwmirite»<d;4lMit  ab»  slnnld  mm  batf  tigbt  in 

ABtver  to  ber  prayers*  Her  frtaideixiiyocted  .to'lier 
ifi  wrinpio  '3ftolok'iialil  ali^'had  <»|inweil  litt^ferai- 
i  jwddp  4«(  cwfte:nlone».«o*tvyivliaft  eoQld4io  iono  fiw^ber 
^^•%(til)  tiitr<QHidefed^  tiia»4ia  tke  was  boni  UimI:  abe 
'"^9a9b«-lo.i«UBiA#o^  ftWto^4«fi!e44il  aoidineteA  faitb, 
ii>4^blcb  mraa  tbe»canteof  ber  bliiidaeai»  for  wbeii  we 

Mked hec^bow it waa^Mbad not  bcca Taoabiybd,  the 


eonaidention  tbe  ^Mt»^1%bt  mnit  bare  beei  Ae 
JbolMbkol  Ibalibtrta  61  MPOHoiyvtbfete  fMOMM^Wbo 
were  atandinf  roand Jler;  fiir*  Jtiwas  net  ligbt  eooofh 
for  a  window,,  as  she  bad  afterwards  learnt  to  lee  it 
Sbe  waa  told  to  look  at  ber  band.  Sbe  held  it  ap,  tad 
Mid,  ^I  iee  m)r  band,  and 'the  Angers;  11^  *a^' 10 
tblek,  and  so  long.  And  f  see  my  tfrm/'  A  wateb  wu 
awong  backwards  and  forwards  before  ber  eyes  a(  some 
distance,  sbe  said  **  I  see  tbingi  nwving^  iboA^  til 
^bite  and  bloe ;  I  am  in  a  new  world.**-  Ir  ihd'M 
considered  pmdent  to  try  ber  eye  any  tMi«  li'Yiiii 
time,  and  it  was  therefore  tied  np'iil  the  mnit  wiJ^M 


answer  was,  "  Her  fathes  objected :  that  if  it  pleased  tbe  '  Ibe  wai  pnt  to  bed. 


Lord  that  sbe  waa  to  bare  tbe  small-poz,  be  bad  no 

right  tO'do:  aaiytbing  contrary  !•  Hfs  will." 

•y^rfllMi  kneii^*«f  cnarse,  eeeiythiBy  bytoach;  and  could 

partly  see  the  form  of  her  band  when  it  waa  held 

between  ber  eye  and  tbe  light.    She  bad  also  been  able 

to  see  the  moon  ovbrigbt  nights,  bnt  its  form>%ad 

always  appeared  tbe  same,  whether  it  was  fulLor  feet 

Sbo  was'lbas  able»  -  issMles  •eeSnirt,  t^disiftigiMh  by 

sight  what  was  rswul.  -  Sbe  also  knew  what  was  IpHnr. 

'  Ifihe  is,  moroorer,  «rathe*  ima^sti?e  for  a  persdn^in  her 

i«ialiaalioB  iAlile«  for.^bttitolie  mtintainsftbat.ibii.bas 

-'  lio<Mcbllectlon  o^  barinif  seen  more  than  the  light,  sbe 

fays  that  sbe  has  *^  fkncied'*  objects;  and  that  tbeybaine 

r-iWlii'- rfiewin  tfr  ber  In  h«t  dreamsi  and  in  ber  mind's 

'i"*7*t"'W  they  had.  pvenrknikly  been  described  to  ber. 

«bjMfi«agin'tbatrshe  basin  this  way  seen  in  her  dreams 

iff^Hlfc  fWimmfSi  gbjeets,  sneh  m.  plates,  knifes,  &e«,''and 

rt^jfifafiomtm^  •aadtbat  abf  bu  seen  the  bible,  open,  with 

.^^^,. print  eomiog  to,  within  a-iinger'e. breadth  of  the 

,  .  She  has  a  considerable  enlargement  of  tbe  thyroid 
body  upon  the  right  side,  and  I  may  here  remark,  that 
^  slie  it  the  third  female  patient  who  has  been  cured  of 
"'Sbataract'by  operation  from  the- same  Tillage  within  tbe 
X^^istHi^ee'yebrs/nna  tbal  tbey  i^re  sll  tbe  subjecfS'  of 
'j'j^Mndbdoele. 

.  H  7liii]fesnled)Bp<m'lilveye«tKMitbe.l7tb  of  inne.  The 
iUimpil  was,  m  iisn«d,.pirMr]Oiulp  dilated  by  meanrof 
beUadonnfu- 7  |t  is  of  eoune.  noneoessery  to.  dataiL  tbe 
steps  of  ^e  operation,  in  which  there  was  nothing  ?ei*y 
'    nnasoal^  the  object  was  to  ruplure  completely  the 
anterior  capsule  of  tbe  lens,  to  break  up  the  cataract, 
,    and  to  remoVe,  if  possible,  some  portions  of  it  out  of 
.  the  axis  of  Tision.    Tbe  lens  was  rather  brittle.    At  tbe 
dose  of  tbe  operation  tbe  eye  was  left  witb  a  clear 
\  .ipace  in  tbe  centre  of  tbe  pupil,  with  a  solid  portion  of 
the  lens  below,  and  two  or  three  lacerated  portions  of 
capsule  rather  projectiog  into  the  anterior  chamber. 
.    Ppring  the  operation  her  eye  was  of  course  exposed  to 
a  tolerably  strong  ligbt,  opposite  tbe  window,  but  after- 
.    wards  the  room  was  darkened,  and  sbe  was  placed  for 
.  .  a  few  minutes  with  ber  back  to  tbe  window.    When  sbe 
,  was  allowed  to  open  the  eye,  after  tbe  lapkc  of  about 
.    five  minutes,  she  was  in  raptures  at  the  new  scene,  and 
^^  said  "  Oh  !  God  be  praised,  I  see  hundreds  of  windows, 
*  white  and  light,  and  so  bright,  all  around  me.*'    There 
,    was  then  no  window  in  sight,  and  I  therefore  attributed 
this  expression  to  tbe  impression  of  the  strong  light 
during  the  operation.    She  however  recurred  to  it  her- 
self two  or  three  days  ago,  and  told  me,  that  upon 


IVben  I  rtsited  ber  in  tbeerenhig^  she  blHHbid 
some  little  pain  in  tbeliackofber  bead,  bnt1i«r'pidR 
was  quiet.  She  told  me  'that  sbe  bad  neirfy  tifiiifed 
when  we  left  her  in' tbe  morning,  for  she  wis  so 
"  terrified  at  seeing  ber  fingers,  howlong  theywers." 
Tbe  next' day  she  bad  considerable  intolefiiierefligb^ 
as'  might  have  been  expected,  but  she  bad^Mliid 
symptoms. 

On  tbe  20tb  of  June,  (U.,  oa  tbe  tbkd  day  after  the 
operation,)  I  found  ber  eittfaig^np,  bat  witK fafer  eye 
still  cohered,  ^be  conid  now  bear  the'  tigb^pfftty 
#ell ;  the  room  i»as  of  eoorse  ilOi  kept  Alm'esf  dsrk'  I 
showed  ber  my  walking  stick  ^  sbe  knew  that  It  MhAg 
and  wbitSsb,  bnt  sbe  did  not  know*  what  it'iTasttttttilie 
fblt*  it. '  I  held  an  open'  book*  before*  her;  she  Ine* 
that  it  #as  longer  in  onto  direction  than  the  other,  let 
she  conld  not  name  its  shape;  Ae'also  saw  that  it 
was'dariter  in  tbe  centre,  but*  that  about  the  edi'e'sll 
rottiid  it  was  white.  '  She  conld  not  tdl  wtist  it  itai» 
She  thus  d^seribed  tbe  bodkas  sbe  saw  it,  Mi6flt 
knowing  what  it  waa,  alsoTost  in  tbe  iano  Wtirds  u 
tbttse  by  which,  before  tbe  Operation,  sbe  baddeierflied 
tbe(  book  as  sbe  had  been  taught.  Sbe  bad  no  po^ 
of  conneeting  what  sbe  now  saw  wltk  what  ibe'pre* 
vioQSly  knew,  by  tonch  and 'by  descriptfon^iMt^S 
that  idtbobgb  she  ttid  sbcl  used  to  see  the  t^  irtth 
ber  mind's  eye,  and  wim  able  to  tell  in  words  Irbat  it 
wu  like,  it  was  necessary  for  ber  to  have  teil  'eipe- 
rtence  of  it  u'  it  actually  'tfppenfs  to  the  eye,  Vcfbre 
ber  brain  was  ilble  to  connect  tbe  Idea  klready  fS(|M(ied 
witb  the  impression  made  on  the  semoriam,  tbfoagb 
the  medinm  of  the  optic  n^rre. 

I  told  her  to  put  up  her  band  to  the  object  wbieb  I 
held  before  ber,  atadsbe  then  at  once'sisid  kwAt 
book ;  nnd  from  that  time  she  always  knew  s'  Mk 
when  I  held  one  before  her.,  Sbe  could  see  tbe  pitch- 
work  quilt  upon  the  bed,  even  although  the  raom  ta 
ttty  dark. 

On  tbe  2l6t  I  shewed  her  a  plate ;  sbe  knew  thit 
it  was  white  and  round,  but  did  not  know  wbatitwsi. 
I  showed  her  a  book ;  she  told  me  at  once  whsi  it 
wss;  sbe  said  that  a  shilling  looked  diffiftrent  tnm  i 
sovereign,  and  that  the  lattek*  was  like  the  moon.  She 
did  not  know  what  they  were  until  sbe  took  tbem  ia 
her  hand.  She  says  she  expeeta  to  see  tbe  Kftn  *^^ 
Sparks  in  the  sky." 

23rd.  The  sixth  day  after  the  operation,  tftf'^ 
is  now  able  to  bear  a  considerable  amonntbfligbtr 
she  has  been  since  the  21st  busily  employed  in  kPcASsg 
about  the  kitchen  where  she  sits,  and  sbe  nowlotwl 
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flMfH  4Mrdui4|(y  mrtid^  and  many  floven>  •  She  doet 
BO^  fnf^  luiythittg  .whioh  «he  ku  ooct  ie«ii.  She 
«oi^  9^  diyUagwih^  (Ute  f^m  a  aaneer. 

28thr.It  ja  novtrathec  diftcnlt  to  find  a  copamon 
•art|^irhi<?hah^  do^  ooi;  recof  niM*  I  held  Qp  one  of 
s>f«#ltt|(ft  with  the.  44fec%apretdon^  and  aa^d  her 
whfUrJit  ifu.  She  frai  pvaaled  for  a  tiin^«  hwt  at  last 
•he  fva^^d  •"  a  paic  of  gloi^eiu" .  New  tUa  the  h^  not 
aeefi^«befoqe^  bqt  she  ktiew  the  forni  of  the  hand  and 
Ha  ^o^r,  and  she  could  lee  th^  the  glove  was  not  my 
Im^t^l  held  it  up  lo  her«'  and  e|uB.  could  al«o  tee 
that  it  had  the  shape  of  the  hand.  And  thus,  within 
littl^  morathaaa  week  after  tUie  operaUoo,  she  could 
put^^M^A^  her  esperience  so  as  to  mal^e  out  that  the 
•hj^. which  I  held  Jbefoiie  her  was  a  glove,  or  as  she 
cdMik  "  a  pair  of  gloves.' 

<|uiT.2Bd>  A  fortttii^  after  the  operatioa.  I  found 
bet  wallMns  in  the  ,court«  She  could  jee  the  flowers, 
and.  ^uld  conujt  the  huda  upon  a  rose  tree  at.  the 
dislffice  of  a  fewjfeet;  and  she  could  see  the  yellow 
smtfaece  of  a  white  Uly,  and  the  sepsnte  petals. 

$tlu. She  took  a  walk  through  the  city  and  was  very 
nmch  ioterested  by  seeing  the  sboes,hats^  w«tches»  dec, 
in  tb^sl^p  windows  She  poi^led  them  out  henel^and 
knew  them  at  once,  and  described  them  to  me  after- 
wan^  ej^pressisg  great,  pleasure  at  being  eble  to 
4iis|iBf^i^b  them* 

8tb^  She  waa  shewn  a  dove,  s  she  soon^learnt  to^.know 
it,  and- she  could  distiogvish  the  ring  round  the  Aeck* 
Sh^fzpress^  gceat  delight  that  the  first  bird  which  she 
Mkw  fhovld  |>e  a  dove^  aashe  had  heard  so  much  about 
the  dove  and  Noah's  ark.  She  can  see  the  windows 
of  th|  tiousas  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  could 
distJognishthat  aoo^e  weie  open  and  others  shut,  and  she 
couUL  see  somethipf^  moving  in  one  of  them,«*-this 
waa  a  ^hild  at  play. 

12tii.Sbe  continually  aays  that  she  .is  ashamed  to 
lool^a^y  one^itt-tbe  Awe*  Whenever  she  attempts  it 
she  begins  to  Imigb.  When  die  was  shewn  a  poc^t 
paiotfd  iu  oils,  of  the  # ise  of  \U^  she  coald  distinguish 
the  eyes  anf  nofc^  but  she  began  to  laugh  in  the  same 
way.  Among  the  plates  in  a  work  upon  Natural  History, 
aha  reeqgniaed  at  once  the  picture  of  a  bird,  and.  pointed 
out  ita  bead  and  tail,  (for  she  had  learnt  birds,  having 
aeen  a  dove,)  but  she  could  not  tell  a  fish.  From  a 
drawing-room  window  she  pointed  out  a  borse  and 
carriage,  passing  up  the  street,  and  said  that  there  was* 
n  lady,  in  the  carriage.  I  shewed  her  the  picture  of  an 
Indian,  with  a  thick  club  in  his  haml ;  she  said  it  was  a 
man  with  an  umbrella. 

It  is  now  upwards  of  a  month  since  the  operation, 
and  the  state  of  her  eye  is  as  follows  4  —There  is  a 
portion  of  perfectly  €lear  pupil  in  the  centre,  and  at  the 
-€zt^coal  part  of  the  pupil,  through  which  she  sees. 
The  most,  solid  piece  of  the  lens  is  below,^  and  is 
.gradually  diminishing  by  absorption.  The  corneal 
opacity  is  in  siaiu  quo,  and  s^ms  to  be  of  but  little 
consequence*  The  sight  improves  considerably  from 
•one  week  to  another ;  a  four-inch  convex  glass,  which 
Mngs.the  rays  to  a  focus  upon  the  retina,  very  much 
Improvea  the  powers  of  vision,  with  it  she  can  see  to 
disi^pvgnish  large,  letters  feom  one  another,  although 
•abe.djBNm.  not  as, yet  knqw  any  of  them* 


•  Sh4  has  been  sent  home,  with  directions  to  return  ~ 
in  two  or  three  monthi^  time,  when  the  lens  maybe 
expected  to  be  absorbed^  and  then  she'will  Be  fhf  ifishad'  ' 
with  a  sniuble  gUssj  aad  I  Ibcl  no  doUbt  that'lT  tfor'*'' 
unft)iafisn  accident  -bceun,  she  will  leant  to'teai'MiJt***: 
write  fcr«  very  abort  time,  and  to  do  everythMg  tff\>  * 
beriigitt,  aewett-ae  she  haaUtheitatioM'bf  mMto^fi^ 
of  the  sease^ef  tmieh. 


II  'I  ■ 
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.    OBSERVATIONS  ON  PLACENTA  PfLEViA; 
By  John  Jonxs,  Es<|>,>  Surgeon,  Perby* 

(Read  before  the  Ptovlnclai  Medical  aad-Seitieal  Asssela- 
tloa,  at  tbo  Aaniirsfsaty  Keatteg,  at  Otiby;  Thunday ; 
AagDSidih,  18470 

.  It  is  upwards  of  seveatf  yeaia  since-  the  foltowing 
nilia  of  obstetrical  practioe  were  prooralgated'hi  ihht 
eemitrf  by  the  late -Dr.  Rlg(>yt-^L  That  in  case^ 
of  hmmorrfaage,  caused  by  presentation  of  the  plactftata^ 
the  safety  of  the  mother,  and  probiAfy  that  ot'the 
child,  can  only  be  secared  by  early  and  cautious 
delirery,  by  the  operation  of  turning.  2.  When 
haemorrhage  occurs  during  laboui,  without  presenta* 
tion  of  the  placenta,  rupturing  the  membran^.  u 
usually,  sufficient  to.  restrain  it« 

Foom  the  time  of  Dr*  Rigbyls  invaluaUe. "  fiaajr 
on  Uterine  HsBmoodrngs,"  pnhyshed  in  17Z5>  tili 
recently,  the  above  trulea  hare  •  been  ooniiiwud  the 
esublfshed  and  only  dutboriied  guides  of  practice  under 
circumstances  of  the  most  appaHIng  responsibility  in 
Which  the  practitioner  can  bcr  placed;  and  iu  fn- 
nomerable  instances,  supported  by  the  assurance  that 
security  can  only  be  obtained  by  turning,  he  has 
performed  the  important,  duties  imposed  upon  him, 
with  firmness  and  efficiency;  and  in  most  Cfseawhai^ 
the  operation  has  been .  )«dicioii4y  -aad  cau^iaMlf 
perisfpwd,.hes.been  ihe  happy  omsm  of  tmtmk§tk». 
mothSTf  and  not  unfrefveatiy  her  offiiprtag,  firan 
inevitable  death. 

"  On  this  subject,**  Dr.  Blondell  observes,  ^  the 
general  rule  is  that  you  should  iotroduce  your  band 
into  the  uterus  as  soon  as  you  safely  may,  and  that 
you  should  abstract  the  child  by  the  operation  of 
turning.  On  this  point  there  can,  I  presume,  be 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  competent  judges^ 
fit  least  in  the  peesent  state  of  Knowledge,  so  that  the 
mind  is  not  here,  as  sometimes,  distracted  or  dist«ih«d 
amongst  a  variety  of  practices,  each  of  whidh  may  < 
have  aearly  equal  claims  to  ita  adoption." 

The  practioe  of  turning  in  placental  presentation, 
If  adopted  sufficiently  early,  not  too  hastily^  snd  w&tk 
all  necessary  caution,  is  very  generally  saceessTuL" 
Tl^at  laUl  cases  should  occuionally  occur  where  sncH 
gieat  dangers  exist  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise.  The 
life  of  the  patient  in  these  cases  is  peculiarly  in  the 
hands  of  the  practitioner ;  if  he  is  inexperienced^  too 
anxious  or  timid,  has  never  before  attended  a  case 


•i » 


.^ 


ut 


ON  PLACENTA  PRiEVIA. 


IT" 


-rr 


0|  p^enta  prsria,  an4  tbe  rale  of  practice  is  not 
clearly  defined  and  well  understood  by  bim,~if  his 
yiind  is  distracted  or  disturbed  by  baring  a  vaciety  of 
practices  presented  to  it>  each  of  wbicb  may  bare 
equal  claiias  to  adoption,  be  becomes  undecided, 
Ttdllating,  and  temportBng,«-'be  delays  adopting  tbe 
node  wbicb  affords  tbe  best  cbance  of  saring  tbe  life 
of  bis  patient,  and  allows  ber  to  sink  witbout  baring 
been  delirered,  or,  perbaps,  performs  tbe  operation  of 
turning  when  ber  energies  are  too  far  expended,  and 
under  such  a  state  of  exhaustion,  bis  rery  baste  to 
4elirer  accelerates  tbe  fatal  catastrophe. 

Tlie  usual  canses  of  failure  in  performing  tbe 
operation  of  turning  are  ^»1.  Waiting  too  long  for  tbe 
4ilatatiOtt  of  tbe  os  uteri  before  commencing  tbe 
operation*  8.  Too  great  baste  in  performing  the 
operation. 

1.  WaUhff  too  long  M  ik€  DUai^aion  of  th§  Os 
ir/<H.— Howerer  unanimous  tbe  profession  basbitbeirto 
been  in  considering  turning  tbe  right  practice  in 
placenta  pr»ria,  teacbera  of  obstetrics  bare  differed  as 
to  tbe  proper  time  for  performing  the  operation. 

Tbe  following  directions  are  given  by  profcssora  :^ 

Pr.  Hamilton  says,  *<  If  possible,  delirery  should  nercr 

be  attempted  till  the  os  uteri  be  dilated,  and  the 

jBcmbranes  begin   to  protrude."     Dr.  Burns  says, 

'^Whenerer  we  find  tbe  os  uteri  softer,  and  in  any  degrae 

nora  open  than  its  usual  state,  and  it  admits  the  finger 

to  be  introduced  easily  within  it,  we  may  delirer 

gafely,  and  if  tbe  bamorrhage  be  continuing  ought  not 

to  delay."    Dr.  Mcrriman  obserres,  *<  It  is  necessary 

that  thera  be  a  certain  ^^grae  of  softness  and  dilaia- 

biHty  in  tbe  uterus;  but  tbe  dilatebility  is  not  always 

to  be  judged  of  by  the  actual  dilatetion  of  the  part, 

for'  stenetiibes  in  bvmorrbage,  tbe  os  uteri  will  be 

Tcry  capable  of  being  dilated  by  art,  though  it  hardly 

icems  snftciently  open  to  admit  a  single  finger."    Dr. 

Jjtt  says,  <*  it  is  seldom  safe  to  attempt  delirery  by 

turning  before  tbe  os  uteri  is  so  far  dilated  that  you 

can  eanly  introduce  tbe  pointo  of  tbe  four  flngen  aai 

thumb  within  it,  howerer  soft  and  ralaxed  it  may  be. 

Un|tl  dilatation  has  commenced  and  proceeded  so  far, 

I  am  conrinced  there  are  rery  few  cases  in  which  the 

operation  will  be  required  or  completed  without  the 

risk  of  inflicting  some  injury  on  the  os  uteri." 

That  such  discrepancy  of  opinion  should  exist  amongst 
tbe  teachen  of  midwifery  on  a  subject  of  so  much  Import- 
ance, Is  greatly  to  be  lam^ted,  and  must  tend  to  pro- 
dude  in  the  practitioner  indecision  and  delay,  at  a  time 
when  firmness,  promptitude,  and  decision  can  alone 
giro  security  to  bis  patient. 

As  the  hsmorrhage  usually  occura  between  the  sixth 
and  eghth  month  of  pregnancy,  and  there  is  no  pro- 
bability of  preserring  the  life  of  the  child  before  the 
lercntb  month,  it  becomes  desirable,  of  courae,  te 
]ioe(poqe  delivery  till  after  that  period ;  therefore,  if 
•the.  OS  uteri  be  but  slightly  patent,  the  bsmorrhage 
recurring  but  not  continuing  long,  delay  might  be 
}u8tifial|le  and  we  might  rely  on  tbe  plug  and  other 
usual  m^ans  for  restraining  the  bamorrhage.  But  as 
the  reasons  for  delay  refer  principally  to  the  safety  of 


tbe  child,  and  tbe  life  of  the  mother  is  continually  iir 
danger  till  delirery  is  effected,  if  tbe  os  uteri  be  soft 
and  dilatable,  although  it  may  not  admit  more  iban  a 
single  finger,  and  if  the  bamorrhage  continue  unabated, 
and  consequently  the  danger  urgent,  the  operation  of 
turning  should  immediately  be  performed.  Hamo* 
rrhage  has  a  direct  tendency  to  relax  tbe  os  uteri  and 
render  it  more  dilatable,  consequently  a  rigid  os  utci^ 
co-existing  with  dangerous  bemorrbage,'  might  be 
considered  a  rare  occurrence,  and  can  seldom  be 
sufficient  cause  for  delay  when  tbe  bamorrhage  ezista 
to  a  dangerous  extent. 

2.  Tbo  greai  katte  tn  performing  the  Operaiiom  pf 
T\tming, — If  delirery  has  been  delayed  till  tbe  energies 
of  the  system  are  greatly  expended,  and  symptoms  of 
exhaustion  are  induced,  tbe  danger  of  turning  becomes 
proportionably  great ;  and  inconsiderate  haste  in  ellect* 
ing  delirery  under  such  circumstances,  is  not  unfre- 
quently  followed  by  the  speedy  death  of  tbe  mother, 
after  baring  gire'n  birth  probably  to  a  dead  child.  As 
tbe  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  uterus  usually' 
restrains  the  hemorrhage  by  exciting  uterine  con- 
traction, and  also  by  mechanical  pressure  on  the 
placenta,  there  can  be  no  just  cause  for  haste ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  safety  of  the  patient  depends  on  the  slow, 
cautious,  and  deliberate  efforta  in  performing  the 
operation  of  turning,  so  as  to  effect  delirery  wUkoui 
rrferenee  to  time,  but  solely  with  tbe  rie w  of  supporting 
to  the  utmost  extent  the  nearly  exhausted  energies. 

Eleren  cases  of  placenta  praria  bafre  come  under 
my  immediate  obsenration,  out  of  wbicb  only  one 

terminated  fatally. 

The  fint  occurred  many  yean  slne6>  in  wbicb  the 
bamorrhage  produced  such  a  state  of  exhaustion,  that 
I  expected  the  patient  would  bare  died  during  the 
operation  of  turning.  Very  cautiously  introducing  my 
band,  scrupulously  aroiding  haste,  alternately  working 
and  resting,  and  thus  allowing  time  for  tbe  energies  t» 
be  recruited,  which  in  this  case  was  of  tbe  utmost 
importance  from  tbe  extreme  exhanilioa  of  the 
patient,  and  after  continued  elKnts  of  about  four 
boura  duration,  delirery  was  at  length  effected.  &be 
recorcred  without  any  unfaronrable  symptoms,  and  tiie 
following  year  was  again  pregnant,  and  safely  delinked 
of  a  healthy  child,  without  tbe  occurrence  of  any 
untoward  circumstance. 

In  another  case  the  bamorrhage  bad  occaslonaOy 
recurred  for  some  weeks  prerious  to  delirery,  but'waa 
of  short  duration.  At  length  it  became  more  profuse, 
and  was  accompanied  by  symptoms  of  labour;  tbe  os 
uteri  was  dilated  to  about  tbe  size  of  a  shilling^ 
soft  and  dilatable.  Turning  was  easily  effected,  and 
the  mother  was  safely  delirered  of  a  liring  child. 

Two  other  cases  occurred  in  one  indiridnal  about  tKe- 
sixth  montb  in  two  succeeding  pregnancies,  l^lraing 
was  easily  accomplished  without  being  followed  by  any 
unfaronrable  symptom.  In  another  case  tbe  placenta 
was  partially  attached  orer  the  os  uteri ;  tbe  bamo- 
rrhage, which  was  profuse  and  alarming,  immediately 
ceased  on  rupturing  tbe  membranes,  and  delirery  was 
speedily  effected^. 

In  all  tbe  cases,  excepting  tbe  one  which  terminated 
fatally,  delirery  was  commenced  when  the  os  uteri  ^» 
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dilated  to  not  more  than  the  nye  of  a  half-crown>piece, 
and  in  Bome  not  exceeding  the.  tise  of  a  Bhilling.  In 
one,  where  only  a  finger  could  be  admitted,  dilatation 
was  easily  effected,  and  the  patient  recovered  faroura- 
bly  for  the  fint  week,  when  puerperal  mania  occurred, 
vhich  continued  for  some  months,  and  required  her 
remoFal  to  an  asylum.  She,  bowerer,  ultimately 
recoTered. 

*The  case  which  terminated  fatally,  was  one  to  which 
I  was  called  by  another  practitioner,  in  accidentally 
passing  the  patient's  house  whilst  she  was  in  labour. 
The  hasmorrhage  had  occasionally  recurred  for  about 
three  weeks  prenously.  There  were  symptoms  of  greet 
exhaustion.  The  os  uteri  was  much  dilated;  delsy 
ahready  bad  been  too  great.  The  only  chance  of  saving 
the  patient  seemed  to  be  to  empty  the  uterus.  Turniog 
was  commenced,  the  feet  were  easily  brought  down,  and 
delivery  was  speedily  effected.  A  dead  child  was  born. 
The  mother  for  a  short  time  seemed  to  rally,  but  in  j 
less  than  half  an  hour  she  also  was  dead.  There 
is  too  much  reason  for  beliering  that  this  sad  catas- 
trophe might  have  been  prevented,  if  delivery  had  been 
effected  at  an  earlier  period,  or  if  there  had  been  less 
liaste  in  performing  the  operation  of  turning.  The 
practitioner  to  whom  this  case  belonged  has  been  long 
•ince  dead. 

Daring  the  last  two  years  the  profession  has  been 
greatly  agitated  by  the  announcement  of  Professor 
Simpson,  of  Edinburgh,  that  the  practice  in  placenta 
prssvia,  so  long  taught  in  the  schools,  aud  so  generally 
adopted  by  practitioners,  is  erroneous.  His  doctrines 
are-^lst.  That  in  such  cases  the  hemorrhage  proceeds 
ezclHsively  from  the  placenta.  2ttd.  That  it  ceases  on 
the  expulsion  of  the  placenta.  3rd.  That  there  are 
many  cases  on  record  in  which  the  placenta  has  been 
expelled  before  the  birth  of  the  child  without  fatal 
eonseqnences  to  the  mother.  4  th.  That  the  proper 
practice  to  follow,  in  the  generality  of  cases  of  this 
description,  is  to  imitate  the  plan  indicated  by  nature, 
t.t.9  to  extract  the  placenta  before  the  child. 

These  opinions,  announced  as  they  have  been  ex. 
e&ikidra,  with  all  the  weight  of  professional  authority, 
most  hare  the  effect  of  greatly  disturbing,  if  not  destroy- 
ing»  the  confidence  in  a  practice  which  has  hitherto 
been  considered  as  founded  on  the  firm  basis  of  ex- 
perience, and  as  presenting  under  the. most  fearful 
drcnmstanccs  of  danger,  the  only  means  of  rescuing  the 
mother,  and  perhaps  her  offspring,  from  speedy  and 
inevitable  death.  We  can  no  longer  boast  with  Dr. 
Blnndell,  that  "  the  mind  is  not  here,  as  in  some  cases, 
disturbed  amongst  a  variety  of  practices,  each  of  which 
may  have  equal  claims  for  adoption,"  but  we  are  left  in 
a  maxe  of  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  indecision,  at  a 
time  when  decision,  firmness,  and  promptitude,  founded 
on  well-understood  snd  established  principles  of  the 
profession,  can  alone  give  security  to  the  patient,  or 
•affliction  to  the  practitioner. 

We  are  doubtless  indebted  to  Professor  Simpson  for 
establishing  the  important  physiological  fact,  that  the 
bssaiorrhage  occurring  in  placenta  prsBvia  is  derived 
principally  from  the  placenKa»  that  it  is  produced  by  its 
partial  separation  from  the  uterine  surface,  and  for  the 
BUMt  part  ceases  when  such  separation  is  complete. 


Aithoogh  many  instances  are  on  record,  in  which  the 
plscenta  has  been  expelled  before  the  birth*  of  the 
child,  without  proving  fatal  to  the  mother,  and'tbie 
cireamstance  may  have  led  individuals  to  believe  the 
danger  in  such  oases  not  so  great  as  usually  apprehended* 
yet  before  Dr.  Simpson's  announcement,  such  accidents 
were  generally,  considered  so  highly  dangerous  as.  to 
render  the  escape  of  the  mother  almost  miraculoos. 
In  a  few  instances  these  facts  msy  probably  be  applied 
beneficially  to  practice,  but  that  extracting  the  placenta 
before  the  birth  of  the  child,  as  advocated  by  Professor 
Simpson,  should  generally,  or  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
supersede  the  long-established  obstetrical  rule, — "to 
deliver  by  turning,  when  practicable,"  is,  in  my 
Opinion,  unsound  in  principle,  highly  dangerous  in 
practice,  and  has  already  been  attended  with  most 
fatal  consequences.  Melancholy  cases  of  death  have 
already  been  occasionally  published  in  the  various 
Medical  Journals,  in  which  there  is  every  reason  for 
believing  that  if  the  practice  of  turning  had  been 
adopted,  the  life  of  the  mother,  and  probably  that  of 
her  offspring,  might  have  been  saved.  How  many 
more  such  grievous  cases  have  occurred,  and  are  daily 
occurring,  without  being  published,  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  is  a  subject  well  entitled  to  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  the  profession. 

From  the  sise  of  the  placenta,  its  attachments  to 
the  uterine  surface  must  extend  much  beyond  the 
partial  dilatations  of  the  os  uteri,  and  its  extraction 
most  require  artificial  dilatation  to  nearly  as  great  an 
extent  as  in  performing  the  operation  of  turning; 
the  danger  of  manual  interference  in  cases  of  rigid 
OS  uteri  most  therefore  apply  equally  to  both  operations* 
Sbonld  the  placenta  be  extracted  before  the  child, 
the  hsmorrhage  proceeding  from  it  of  course  ceases^ 
but  the  uterus  may  be  so  much  enfeebled,  hB  not  to 
contract  snflciently  to  prevent  farther  flow  from  the 
uterine  snrface ;  and  although  not  appearing  outwardly, 
there  may  be  intense  hsmonrhage,  as  occasionaUy 
occurs  after  natural  labour,  and  the  patient  may  sink 
undelivered;  or  if  she  snrrive,  the  child,  which  is 
.most  probably  dead,  may  still  require  to  be  turned, 
although  this  practice  docs  not  meet  with  the  approval 
of  Dr.  Simpson. 

In  a  paper  published  by  him  in  the  Ltmeei  for 
the  8th  of  May  last,  he  observes  :—*' In  adopting 
the  practice,  one  error  which  I  would  strongly  pro- 
test against  hss  been  committed  in  some  instances. 
Besides  completely  deUcbing  and  extracting  the 
placenta,  the  child  has  st^jmsquently  been  extracted  by 
direct  operative  interference.  If  the  hasmorrhage 
ceases,  ss  it  usually  does,  upon  the  placenta  being 
completely  separated,  the  expulsion  of  the  child  should 
be  left  to  nature,  unless  it  present  preternaturally,  or 
the  labour  afterwards  show  any  kind  of  complication, 
which  of  itself  would  require  operative  interference." 

From  statistical  calculations.  Dr.  Simpson  states 
the  average  amount  of  deaths  of  cases  treated  by 
turning,  as  one  in  three.  Dr.  Lee  has  published  a 
table,  shewing  the  treatment  and  results  of  fifty-nine 
esses  of  placental  presentations,  out  of  which  there 
are  nine  deaths,  where  turning  had  been  performed, 
making  th^  arerage  amount  of  deaths  about  out  in  six 
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and  «  bal/.  Dr.  Simpwii,  in  making  a  conpantiTf 
ettiiaAte  o£  death*  in  the  two  pperatioai,  givetooe 
death  in  fourteen  caaei^  in  which  the  placenta  has 
preceded  the  birth  of  the  chikl.  Bat  in  thta  calcnla- 
tion  he  inehidee  all  the  caaee  be  eonld  fiad  recorded, 
ia  which  the  placenta  haa  been  expelled  by  the  natural 
painf  wiihont  proring  fatal  to  the  mother.  As  saeh  caaea 
can  only  prove  the  extraordinary  oonatitutional  vigour 
of  the  patient,  which  enabled  her  Co  reaiat  the.exhauat- 
ing  influence  of  the  hamorrhage,  which  in  the  generality 
of  penona  proves  fatal,  they  are  not  joat  data  for  the 
fonoation  of  statistical  calculations. 

Sutislical  records  of  death  are  often  formed  without 
sufficient  reference  to  the  details  of  practice  in  each 
case.  Before  we  can  place  great  reliance  on  them, 
we  should  ascertain  bow  many  deaths  recorded  as 
liaving  occurred  from  placenta  prssvia,  treated  by 
turning,  were  owing  to  cvoidoNe  etnam,  and  how  many 
were  purely  the  result  of  the  operatiott. '  Calculations 
formed  with  these  precautions  would,  I  bsve  little 
doubt,  prove  the  practice  of  turaing  in  these  highly 
dangerous  cases  to  be  entitled  to  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  profession  as  an  established  general  rule,  the 
ejfceptiom  to  which  are  txeeidinglyrare. 


to 


CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  OXALIC  ACID 

RECOVERY. 

By  Chaelvs  Baaham,  M.D.,  Truro,  Physician 
the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary. 

(Read  at  the  Annual  tfeetinj  of  the  Sonth  Wentern  Branch 
ef  the  Provlneiil  Medical  and  Snrgioal  Aisociatlon,  held 
at  Troro,  Jnlj  16, 1817.) 

Mary  Sampson,  aged  37,  married,  had  been  com- 
plaining of  violent  headache  and  debility  for  aome 
weeks,  which  were  treated  with  tonics  and  leeching, 
with  aome  relief.  On  July  29th  ahe  purchased  of 
a  druggist  about  an  ounce  of  oxalic  acid,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  herself,  the  whole  of  which  she 
dissolved  and  swallowed.  In  about  ten  minntea  she 
Tomited  copiously  a  fluid  of  a  dark  bloody  colour ;  the 
bowels  were  also  purged;  the  faeces  of  a  natural 
colour.  She  lay  in  bed  exhausted,  and  in  a  state  of 
insensibility,  for  four  hours.  On  our  visit  we  found 
her  with  senses  retcunnedt  and  able  to  converse.  She 
told  us  she  had  taken  oxalic  acid,  the  quantity  she 
had  purchased,  and  the  manner  of  mixing  it  She 
lay  supine;  face  extremely  pallid;  extremities  cold; 
and  the  body  covered  with  a  o^^  clammy  perspiration ; 
the  fingers  semiflexed,.rigid,  and  the  thumbs  bent  into 
the  palm  of  the  hand ;  the  pupils  natural;  the  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible  at  the  wrist ;  heart'a  impulse  much 
diminished,  but  both  the  sounds  perfeclly  distinct. 
Respiration  very  slow  $  tongue  brown  and  dry ;  con- 
rerses  when  roused,  but  immediately  lapses  inton  sleepy 
state.  Complaina  of  no  pain.  Ordered  chalk  mixture 
freely,  with  stimuhints.  On  searching,  we  found  no 
traces  of  the  poison,  nor  of  the  vomited  matter,  the  latter 
having  been  thrown  away,  aud  the  vessel  washed. 

30th,  9  a.m.  Remains  in  much  the  same  state  with 
reapect  to  extremities,  pulse  .at  wriat,  and  heart*a 
action;  respiration  very  quick ^  face  nnd  lips  blue. 


complains  only  of  headache;  the  contraction  of  te 
fingen  almoat  gone  off;  bowels  open  eariy  this  mora* 
ing,  atools  of  the  natural  colour ;  tongue  brown ;  no 
vomiting. 

II  p.m.  Complains  of  much  tendemeas  over  the 
abdomen,  and  has  been  somewhat  delirlons  In  the 
former  part  of  the  evening,  but  ia  aenaiblenow;  boveb 
not  open ;  other  symptoms  remain  as  th^  were  tfeib 
morning.  She  has  vomited  once  a  small  quantity  Jt 
fluid,  with  a  deposit,  which  the  analysis  of  an  ex- 
perienced chemist  proves  to  be  csrbonate  and  oxalate  ^ 
of  lime.  Ordered  to  continue  the  chalk  mixture,  stima« 
lants,  and  poultice  to  belly. 

Slst,  9  a.m.  Extremitiea  warmer ;  still  covered  with 
a  clammy  moisture;  pulse  more  perceptible  at  the- 
wrist,  and  impulse  of  heart  stronger,  but  Its  nctloa  ' 
exceedingly  quick ;  contraction  of  fingers  gone;  fade 
leas  pallid;  bowela  open  three  timea  ro  the  flight; 
slools  of  the  natural  colour;  atill  very  drowsy,  but  ' 
^. perfectly  sensible;  complains  of  headache,  and  pais 
on  preasure  over  the  abdomen. 

11,  p.m.  Has  been  delirious  since  6  p.m.,  wiA 
paroxysms  of  violent  straggling ;  extremities  warm  ; 
face  flushed;  pulse  much  fuller,  120.  She  is  now 
perfectly  rational;  complains  still  of  headache,  andt 
pain  on  pressure  over  the  bowels,  which  have  been 
relieved  twice  this  morning,  stools  of  natural  colomr. 
Omit  stimulants;  chalk  mixture  less  frequently; 
poultice  to  belly. 

August  1st.  She  has  passed  a  comfortable  night,  witii  • 
intervals  of  sleep,  without  any  return  of  delirium;  the 
face  is  flushed;  she  complains  of  headache,  pain  on 
pressure  over  the  abdomen,  and  intolerable  thirst. 
Bowels  moved  twice;  stools  mixed  with  blood.  She 
has  vomited  some  fluid  of  a  yellowish  colour;  haa 
some  slight  cough,  with  soreness  of  chest ;  respiratioa 
quicker  than  natural ;  pulse  soft,  110;  tongue  dry  and 
brown.  To  bare  gruel  and  other  nonriahment^  and  - 
a  mustard  cataplasm  orer  the  abdomen. 

Auguat  2nd.  She  is  much  better  to-day ;  all  tender-  * 
nesa  of  abdomen  gone,  as  weU  as  the  vomiting,  and 
there  haa  been  no  return  of  delirium;  aleepa  coin 
fortably;  still  complains  of  headache,  and  excesaire 
thirst ;  pulse  84,  good  ;  bowels  open  twice,  stools  of 
natural  colour ;  she  is  extremely  weak  and  emaciated  ; 
tongue  cleaner.  To  have  mutton  soup  frequently, 
and  to  take  ammonia  and  tonics. 

9th.  Since  the  last  report  she  haa  been  gradnaily 
recovering;  she  is  now  able  to  get  down  stairs  nnd 
walk  about  a  little;  is  extremely  weak.  Two  days  - 
since  an  eruption  appeared  over  the  body  similar  to 
the  maculse  of  typhus,  which  has  now  completely  dis- 
appeared. She  complains  still  of  intense  headache,  and  - 
has  a  very  desponding  look. 

This  poisoning  occurred  about  seven  years  ago: 
no  111  consequences  have  remained.    I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  Sly  man  Michell,  the  surgeon  with  whom  I-' 
attended  this  case,  for  the  above  narrative. 
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"i^ASES  fROM  PRIVATE  PAAOTICE^ 
Bf  JoBir Rich AtiB  WXkuiLX,  M.D.,  Edin. ; 

"  Lite  President  of  the  Royal  Physical  and  Hunterian  MedK 
"tal  Sbcteclei;  AulsfAirt  Fithologltt  itt  the  Royal  Infir- 
'     ^wury.Edliiborgli,  de.de. 

*  •» 

The  folIowiDg  cases  are  not  published  as  prea^ntiDg 

^leatorM  0/  rery  great  rarity,  but  rather  as  being  con- 
sidered of  a  practical  description,  and  with  the  nature; 
/  ••and  tfcatmtntof  irhicb  the  praetkioneroannot  bectfnie 
*^  to^'lWtoiliar.  Very  uneominon  es^amples  of  diseaici 
'^tKr^  not  those  from  which  the  most  nsefnl  l>enefit  is 
derived;  but  cases  that  are  at  times  occurring,  and 
' '  the  pathology  and  core  of  which  are,  perhaps,  not  so 

•  wvlL  understood  as  many  other  affections,  are  par- 
. .  ticularly  eligible  for  being  placed  in  a  permanent  form. 

•  -aiMiwisfloktedof  BiedkBlsBainietien  which ia really 
r  fO VMdteble  as'cMeal  tescMsgi  wMchatoneerendi^ 

'  'Maoqttklttted'  irilh  Ae  often  IhdescHbable  characters 
**  nnd  mnltifarions  features  of  disesse,  as  witnessed  in 

nature  itself;  and  so  it  is  that  accurately  detailed  cases 
.  -nre,  perhaps,  really  as  instructive  as  any  kind  of 

literature  in  our  Journals,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
^'•^rtgietled  tlMt  the  coitotry,  as  well  as  the  metropolitan, 
'*'-«iid  the  prirate,  as  w«ll  as  the  hospita),  practitioner, 
-   do   not  more  commonly,   in   an  accurate  itaanner, 

study  and  faithfully  record  such  cases  of  interest  as 
'  from  time  to  time  fall  beneath  their  notice.     Every 

contribution,  however  small,  to  the  commonwealth  of 

*-  «edlcal  literature,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  some  service ; 

'  'and' if  the  system  of  deducing  and  compiling  facts 

'<'1k%re  more  generally  pursued,  there   would  be  an 

aggregation  of  data  highly  valuable,  and  from  which 

"many  useful  and  practical  conclusions  might  be  drawn. 

The  first  example  of  disease  now  offered  is  that  of 

'  tSD  afflectton  which  is  hut  oceasionUy  met  with  in  adults, 

o'sad-te  mowetommoaly  occurs  in  ehildreu  at  an  early 

9*Hkgei"nor  was  It  until  of  late  yeait  fully  understood, 

Spasma  Olottidis* 

'  CASK  1. 

'  '^Esther  Cooper,  aged  18,  lervaut  fn  a  private  family ; 

' '  df  sadguino-phlegmadc  temperament;  Tolume  of  flesh 

'"ifcrrmal;  catatnenia  recently  irregular;  has  somewhat  of 

^"U'^faAorotic  sppeamnce;  health  lately  has  been  pretty 

good. 

April  8tb,  1846.     Abont  six  o'block  this  evening, 

' ''  laborious  and  great  difficulty  of  breathing  was  suddenly 

"  toperienced,  and  each  inspiration  was  performed  with 

'  a  Croupy,  suffocating  sound,  so  loud  that  it  could  with 

*  distinctness  be  h^ard  at  remote  parts  of  the  house. 

7  p.m.     Questions  can  only  be  answered  in  an 
indistinct  whisper;  never  had  any  rimilar  affection;  is 
"reported  to  have  had  damp  feet  during  a  greater  portion 
'  'of  the  day,  but  complained  of  no  indisposition  what. 
'ever  until  the  setting  in  of  the  fore-mentioned  symptoms. 
'  bn  Mlf  expanding  the  thorax,  some  degree  of  tight- 
ness is  experienced  over  the  superior  and  middle  thirds 
'  df  the  stelDum  ;    phlse  76, 'of  good  strength  ;    eoun- 
-^iMumce   manifests   aa   expression    of  anxiety,   and 
^'-otsltmied  oirenlatiOD ;  croupy  sound  becoming  louder, 


and  a  sfasmodit  paroxysm  liht  supervened.  On  placing 
the  stethoscope  to  the  Istera)  aspect  6f  the  larvn',  a 
loud  wlrtMHngtthind,TesemUtng the Ibrdbtepassage  of 
air  through  a  tontracted  aperture,  is  most  distinctly 
audible;  no  atdrmal  soutdr  heard  at  the  thorax,  with  the 
exception  of  Increased  fespfraCory  murmur,  and  a 
greater  Ibudnesi  at  the  Mfhrcation  of  the  bronchi. 

'  Teneseetioad  dellqulum  animi.    Ordered  hot  drioks, 
and  to  be  pint  to  bed. 

1 1  p.m.  Croupy  sound  still  distinctly  heard  imme- 
diately on  entering  the  room;  countenance  more 
natural,  and  Is  oh  the  whole  improved;  no  paroxysm 
since  last  visit  Hot  bottles  to  be  applied  to  the  feet, 
and  a  draught  given  immediately,  with  thirty  dropa 
of  the  solution  of  morphia. 

9ih,  10  a.m.  Reported  to  have  passed  a  tolerable 
night,  being  free  A-om  any  particular  difficulty  of 
breathing,  though  a  good  deal  disturbed  by  dreamSi 
during  which  she  was  loquacious  and  wandering; 
tongue  clean  and  moist;  pulse  80,  of  fair  strength; 
bowels  not  opened ;  skin  moist;  the  cronpv  respiration 
still  audible,  but  does  not  produce  much  apparent 
Inconvenience. 

R.  Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  iss;  Csmph.,  gr,  1j.  Fiant 
piluln  Ij.,  statim  sumendfe.  R.  Decoct.  Aloes  Co., 
oz.  ij.;  ^ih.  Sulph.,  dr,  Ij. ;  Aqu»,  oz.  ij.  Sit  mist* 
ODjus  unciam  post^  boras  tres  capiat  et  repet.  omni 
seconds  bora  donee  alvns  solnta  foerit. 

1)  a.m.      Summoned  in  great  hastej  difficulty  of 
breathing  having  very  suddenly  increased,  and  she  now 
labours  under  very  painful  feelings  of  suffocation; 
tosses  abont  in  bed,  sometimes  quickly  rising  into  the 
semi-eveot  position,  and  in  a  very  distressing  manner 
gasps  for  breath ;  countenance  presents  an  asphyxial 
condition ;  eyes  partly  olosed,  or  rather,  lids  droop  in 
paasivenass  partially  over  the  eye,  and  an  obvious 
delineation  of  suffering  is  depicted  in  the  countenance  ; 
pills  were  taken,  and  retained;    pulse  90,  of  good 
strength;  croupy  respiration  more  audible  than  ever; 
arms  firmly  placed  on  either  side,  thus  giving  a  fixity 
to  the  muscles  of  respiration.    The  finger  has  been 
quickly  introduced  into  the  throat,  and  rotated  in  the 
fauces,  which  produced  an  immediate  effort  to  vomity 
aAer  which  action,  a  long  and  deep  inspiration  has 
been  obtained,  that  momentarily  produced  relief.    This 
expedient  has  been  repeated  with  like  effect  two  or  three 
times,  and  afterwards  the  neck  and  throat,  rubbed  with 
LIq.  Ammon.  Fort,  et   TInct.    Opii,   which   fapidly 
produced  redness.    '  A  mustard  cataplasm  has  also  been 
applied,  and  the  urgent  symptoms  have  thus  been  much 
alleviated.    As  soon  as  she  could  safely  perform  deglu- 
tition, thfe'  fbllowing  draught  was  taken  : — 

R.  JBih.  Sulph.  Rect.,  Sp.  Ammon.  Co.,  utrq.,  gtt. 
XXX.;  MisL  Camph.,  os.  j.  Sit  haustus  staiim  sumendus. 

'Hot  bottles  applied  to  the  feet,  more  coverlets  thrown 
on  the  bed,  and  a  little  hot  brandy  and  water  given 
every  ten  minutes.  From  this  time  she  kept  pretty 
easy,  nor  bad  she  any  return  of  the  paroxysmal 
dyspnoea  until— 

3  p.m.  Another  fit  of  difficulty  of  breathing  has 
come  on  in  as  abrupt  a  manner  ss  before,  and  the 
croupy  noise  is  almost  as  great  as  It  was  at  1 1  o'clock ; 
is  tossing  about  in  bed,  and  seems  partially  insensible 
to  her  present  position,  violently  seizing  hold  of  those 
who  are  near  her,  as  if  in  the  extremity  of  suffering; 
countenance   aa   before,  presents  the  appearance'' of 
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obati^MiBd  «lHiiUtf»B;  slight  sntfaaioo  o^tMn }  "^Mta  j 
iiifioirogftted,  answen  in  a  hurrtod  icarcalj-iaieUigibU ) 
flMnner,  that  she  ia  ''  ohokiog ,"  pulte  94,  •/  toleiable 
streogth ;  sldn  not  at  all  hot,  and  is  moUtf  etpedaliy  at 
lh«  flexures  of  the  limbs ;  has  taken  so  solids  to-day, 
with  the  exception  of  a  finger-bisonit  After  my 
arrival  she  soon  beoame  improved,  the  iospirations 
being  performed  more  naturally  after  the  lapse  of  a  t^m 
ininates.  In  this  fit  there  seemed  to  be  indefinably 
blended,  the  symptoms  of  hysteria  and  epilepsy* .      .% 

R.  Tinct  Valer.  Anmon.,  Sp.  Ammon.  Co.,  otrq.,^ 
gtt.  XXX.  i  Sp.  Larand.  Co.,  Sp.  Armoraciie.  otrq.,  dr.  i  j 
Bfist  Camph.,  oz.  j.    Sit  haustas  statim  capiendai^ 
£mpL  Lytta  gutturi  applicandnm. 

6  p.m.  Breathing  performed  with  greater  difll- 
cttUy  daring  the  last  half  hour,  but  up  to  that  time  ahe 
was  easier,  and  had  no  return  of  the  paroxysms ;  now 
complains  of  sickness  and  languor.  Ordered  hot 
brandy  and  irater,  a/ter  taking  which  she  expressed 
herself  improved. 

9  p.m.    Is  in  a  tranquil   sleep,  and  has   had   na^ 
return  of  dyspnoa  sinoe  last  visit ;  breathing  a  goo<, 
deal  louder  than  normal,  but  croupy  sound  not  to 
audible;  bowels  moved,  but  not  very  efficiently. 

10th,  maiM*  Slept  well ;  tongue  clean,  though  with 
some  tendency  to  dryness  in  the  centre ;  blister  risen 
well ;  skin  pretty  moist ;  croupy  respiration  is  beard, 
though  in  a  moderate  degree,  and  reported  to  have  been 
less  distinct  during  last  night ;  pulse  68,  of  tolerable 
strength ;  had  a  fit  of  difficulty  of  breathing  at  half- 
past  nine  this  morning,  which  resembled  previous 
attacks,  but  milder;  bowels  not  moved  since  last  night. 

R.  Tinct.  Valer.  Ammon.,  Sp.  Ammon.  Co.,  utrq., 
gtt.  XXX.;  Decoct.  Aloes  Co.,  oz.  ss. ;  Pulv.  Jalap., 
dr.  ss. ;  Aquse,  oz.  j.  Sit  hanstns  quamprimum 
capiendns. 

5,  p.m.  Has  gone  on  favourably  since  last  vidt 
with  tbo  exception  of  having  had  a  paroxysm  about 
two  hours  ago,  but  this  was  not  so  distressing  as 
former  fits;  countenance  now  tranquil, and  not  expres- 
sive of  weakness;  tongue  perfectly  clean  and  moist; 
pulse  60,  of  good  strength;  breathing  performed  .almost 
natunttly,  and  the  thorax  fhlly  expands  upon  inspira- 
tion,  nor  does  it  give  any  pain  or  feeling  of  tightness} 
endeavoured  to  get  up  this  afternoon,  but  on  rising  felt 
faint,  and  consequently  returned  to  bed. 

9,  p.m.  Favourable  in  every  respect. 

llih.  Pulse  65;  skin  moist;  tongue  clean;  slept 
well  and  continuously;  croupy  respiration  entirely 
absent ;  with  the  exception  of  slight  headache  expreses 
herself  as  being  much  better. 

R.  Ziuci.  Sulpb.,  gr.  x.;  Tinct  Valer.  Ammon., 
dr.  iss.;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  vj.  Sit  Mist;  capt,  oz.j. 
omni  sexta  bora. 

Vespere,    No  return  of  unfavourable  symptoms. 

12th.  Improves;  voice  nearly  natural. 

I3ih.  Convalescent. 


CAan  II. 

John  P ,  aged  16,  servant,  healthy  looking,  fresh 

coloured,  of  clear  complexion,  rather  UU  of  his  age ;  eyes 
hazel-oolonred ;  hair  light  brown ;  muacular  tyatem  not 
very  fully  developed.  Sutea  that  he  has  generally 
enjoyed  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  having  had 
three  or  four  epileptic  fits,  the  last  of  which  occurred 
a  month  ago,  and  was  of  a  mild  character. 


Wbnniry  Mi,  1847.  ApplM  to  day  on  aecoiint  e( 
having  an  extreme  degne  of 
rather  be  termed  aphonia,  aa  be 
above  a  whisper.  Yeeterday  be  was  expend  to  IJho 
ndn  and  became  very  wet,  and  this  OBOrBiag  «n  awald^g^ 
it  was  witii  difficulty  he  coold  apcsJu  Complaias  of 
no  pain ;  bowels  open ;  skin  cool  i  tongue  and  pnlee 
quite  natural. 

R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Fort.;  Linim.  Camph.  Co.,  atrq.. 
M.  as. ;  Fial  Uninientnm,  gntturi  appl.  ter  quaterve  die. 

tPnlv.  Ipecae.  Co.,  gr.  viij.  Sit  pohr.  hoca  aoauii 
mend.  Ordered  to  remain  in  the  honae»  tad  at  bed- 
lime  to  put  the  feet  io  warm  water*  and  take  a  bMin 
of  gruel  after  the  powder. 

20 tb.  Considerably  relieved  this  morning,  and  pur- 
sued his  wonted  occupations. 

3  p.m.  Has  had  a  sudden  and  alarming  attack  of 
dytpnesa,  and  respiration  is  performed  with  a  crowteg 
sound  resembling  the  hooping  of  a  ehiid ;  looks  flwhsd 
hnd  ejres  are  bright  and  giiitoning.  Is  evidantly  ia 
ipreat  distress  and  says  that  he  "ahall  choke."  PnJse 
accelerated  and  rather  hard  to  the  touch.  VeneaecUoa 
to  eight  ounces,  which  sufficiently  affected  the  pulse. 
iCataplasma  gutturi.  R.  Mih,  Sulpb.,  gtt.  x±. ; 
Unct.  Opii,  gtt.  xxv. ;  Aqum,  os. }.  Sit  hansCna  stafia 
snmendus. 

5  p.m.  Breathing  easier;  bleeding  wan  followed  by 
manifest  relief  and  the  blood  was  extremely .  venoid 
when  drawn.  Still  has  a  sensation  of  tightness  in  the 
throat     Hirudines  x.«  gntturi  applicand. 

6  p.m.  Summoned  in  great  haste,  another  paroxysm 
haTing  come  on.  Eyes  riveted  in  an  unnatural  fixity 
of  gaze ;  hands  firmly  clenched ;  and  inferior  extremi- 
ties are  moved  in  convulsive  twitches.  Breathing  per- 
formed with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  with  the  same 
croupy  sound.  Pulse  70,  of  tolerable  strength.  Inti- 
mates that  bis  arms  and  legs  feel  benumbed. 

R.  JEih,  Sulpb.,  gtt  xl.;  Tinct.  Opii,  gtt  zxz.; 
Aquse,  oz.  iss.  Sit  haustus  statim  deglntendus.  Sine- 
pismus  am  pi.  nuchsi. 

R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Fort.,  Lin.  Camph.,  tttn|.,  ok.  ss.  Rat 
Unimentam,  gutturi  applicand.  Ordered  the  loosn  to 
'be  made  warm,  the  extremities  to  be  rabbed,  and  the 
inhalation  of  the  vapour  of  hot  water  impr^nated 
with  laudanum. 

9  p.m.  During  the  last  two  hours  has  gone  on 
favourably,  the  breathing  being  freer,  although  some 
degree  of  spasmodic  action  has  continued  at  inter- 
vals in  the  voluntary  muscles.  Another  attack  of 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  has  now  supervened,  char- 
acterized by  the  same  symptoms  as  before.  Places 
bis  hsnd  over  the  region  of  the  heart  where  there  is 
much  pain.  On  applying  the  stethoscope  to  the  lateral 
aspect  of  the  larynx,  a  loud  and  somewhat  whistling 
sound  is  heard,  especially  during  expiration,  as  if  the 
air  was  forcibly  expelled  tlirough  a  narrow  orifice. 
Action  of  lungs  accelerated,  but  otherwise  normals 
skin  rather  hot,  and  looks  flushed  in  the  face. 

R.  Tinct.  Opii,  gtt.,  xxv. ;  iEth.  Sulpb.  Rect,  gtt.^ 
xl. ;  Vini  Gallici,  oz.  j. ;  Aque,  oz.  ].  Sit  haustas 
statim  capiendns.  Sinapismus  crori.  Sinapiamos  spinss 
a  nucha  ad  sacrum.  Snmat  Olet  Riclni,  dr.  vj.  Rept. 
inhalatio  ut  ante. 

February  21st.  Afane.  Reported  to  have  psssed  a 
food  night  No  return  of  dyspnesal  paroqw^ 
Bowels  opened  three  times;  toogw  sioisti  poise  80 
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CoDllBnH^  to  improre,  tb«  mtffttard  platttrs  mm  nttt 
applied  ta  the  spine.    Skin  ratber  diy. 

R.  Liq.  AmnoB.  Aeet,  oz.  j.;  Vin.  Ipecac,  dr.iet.; 
Mift.  Caiiifb.»'  os;  ▼.  Sit  mitt,  cujus  snaiat  cocM. 
M^»L  dvo  qtttfta  quaque  lion. 

Ve$p€r§.  No  return  of  difficult  breathing,  pulse  80$ 
▼oice  clearer,  and  is  in  all  reip«ct&b«tter. 

February  22nd.  Continues  to  improre  $  bowels  not 
opened  since  yesterday  erening. 

A;  Pttlr.  Jalapn  Oo.,  dr.  ss. ;  Syr.  Rbcead.,  dr.  ij.; 
AqiM»»  dr.  z«    Sit  hanstna  atatia  sumend. 

i3fd.  Improrea. 

34th.  CottTalescent. 

RaMA.aK8. 

Spasm  of  the  glottis  ta  much  more  frequently  met 
with  in  children  than  in  adulU;  indeed  in  the  latter  it 
COBSM  bnt  seldom  under  our  notice.  Uatil  within  the 
iMt  thirty  years  it  was  confomided  in  the  young  with 
«roop,  and  treated  upon  ^e  general  principles  ac-' 
kiiowledged  as  necessary  in  that  form  of  disease.  The 
appearances  on  dissection  shewed  that  the  ordinary 
characteristics  of  inflammatory  action  were  not  present 
in  the  laiynz,  nor  were  there  the  concomitant  pyrezial 
nymptoma  of  inflammation  during  life ;  hence  it  very 
property  became  regarded  as  of  purely  nenrous  origin, 
mnd  subsequent  obsen'ation  and  experience  hare 
rendered  manifest  that  it  is  produced  by  irritation  in 
the  great  nenrous  centres.  Various  are  the  names 
which  the  complaint  has  received,  when  occurring 
in  children,— as  bastard  croup,  asthma  of  infants,* 
catarrh  sttfTocante^t  laryngismus  stridttlu8,t  child  crow- 
ing* §  etc.,  an  of  which,  howerer,  are  the  various 
appellations  of  one  disease.  When  occurring  in  the 
rtrj  young,  the  litttle  patients  will  unexpectedly  die 
in  the  most  sudden  manner;  and  from  the  great  fatality 
by  which  it  is  marked,  our  endeavours  for  alleviation 
■honld  never  be  preeraslinated.  Those  children  which 
are  paasionate  and  irritable,  and  especially  soch  as 
are  of  a  scrofulous  tendency,  are  most  commonly  those 
in  whom  the  disease  is  observed.  It  has  been  known, 
as  the  prelude  to  hydrocephalus, il  and  is  often  caused 
by  dentition;  and  the  cutting  of  the  teeth  and  lancing 
-of  the  fums  have  been  found  effectual  reliefs.  On 
aetting  in,  the  child  will  all  at  once  have  considerable 
•dificolty  in  Imatbing;  the  chest  is  imperfectly  ex- 
panded ;  between  each  inspiration  a  peculiar  noise  is 
made ;  the  eyes  look  full  and  starting ;  the  featares  livid ; 
and  often  the  voluntary  muscles,  especially  those  proper 
to  the  hands  and  feet,  are  spaamodically  contracted, 
ao  Aat  the  whole  system  seema  nnder  a  convulsive 
iafluence,  whilst  the  muscles  common  to  the  functions 
«f  respiration  will  for  ^me  moments  continue  in  a 
rigid  fixity;  at  length,  after  an  interval  of  several 
iecoadsy  or,  perhaps,  a  minute,  the  little,  sufferer  is 
relieved  by  a  full  inapiratioD,  and  thus  ends  the  paroxyam 

It  diifera  from  croup,  because,  as  observed,  it  may 


^  mUa^.    f  Baames  aibd  Lleutaad.    t  Good. 
ft  Maafo,  Uadtnrtadi  and  «5Us. 
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b^rasd  ia«ieecaUy,  present  witbtataa^acconpnoyi 
ing  pyrexia  mr  catarrhal  complication,  and  the  aati« 
phlogistic  treatment  would  be  more  likely  to  attgm.eat 
than  cut  short  its  courw ;  but  there  are  cases  not  only 
in  children,  but  adults,  where  the  diagnostic  marks 
are  of  a  mixed  and  indefinite  character,  rendering  it 
thua  less  easy  to  decide  as  to  the  kind  of  reoaedial 
measures.  Chejme  and  Clark  are  of  opinion  that  the 
brain  is  the  seat  of  the  disease,  but  like  many  other 
affections  incident  to  the  nervous  system,  it  is  not 
satisfactorily  proved  in  what  the  radical  pathology 
really  consists.  Any  irritative  action  produced  at  the 
different  nervous  extremities,  aa  during  the  process  of 
dentition,  may  thus  give  rise  to  a  morbid  state  in  the 
cerebro-spinal  axis  sufficient  for  its  development,  an4 
the  same  applied  to  other  parts  has  been  known  to 
institute  the  affection.  Irritation  in  the  neighbouring 
partSy  or  in  such  organa  as  are  known  to  have  a 
piBculiar  sympathy  with  the  larynx,  as  the  uterine 
oigans  in  the  female,  and  the  generative  in  man,  has 
been  observed  to  give  rise  to  spasmodic  cloaure  of  the 
glottideal  fissure.  Irritation,  it  is  true,  may  be  coq- 
sidered  as  an  obscure  term — a  deaignation  devoid  of 
any  real  or  specific  meaning;  yet,  conceding  this*  it 
is  quite  indisputable  that  it  differs  essentially  from 
inflammation,  aa  evinced  not  only  by  occular  demontra- 
tioo,  bat  from  other  poaitive  and  negative  proofa;  the 
one  is  certainly  at  times  preceded  by,  or  associated 
with,  the  other,  yet  are  they  not  identical ;  and  until 
we  become  more  acquainted  with  the  fundamental 
conditions  giring  rise  to  irritation,  we  must  be  content 
with  that  term,  which  in  our  preaent  ignorance  on  the 
point  is  as  expressive  as  any  other  word  that  might 
be  employed.  To  prove  that  irritation  can  produce 
spaam  of  the  glottis,  it  has  occurred  when  dissection 
Cas  shewn  tumours  pressing  upon  filamenta  of  the 
pneumogaatric  nerve,  or  the  recurrent  ^aryugeels, 
\pithout  any  red  blood,  depositions  of  lymph,  or  other 
traces  of  inflammation  in  the  air-passages.* 

Sometimes  in  acknowledged  instances  of  croup  .we 
are  surprised  at  the  sudden  manner  in  which  the  child 
ia  carried  off,  and  on  inspection  the  new  membnne, 
from  its  not  entirely  obstructing  the  ingress  and  egtess 
of  the  air,  does  not  satisfactorily  account  for  the  fatal 
termination;  and  the  same  might  be  said  of  acute 
laryogitiB,  tn  such  instancea  there  are  good  reasons  for 
beliering  that  the  inflammation,  by  ita  irritative  pro- 
pertiesj^  produces  spasmodic  closure  of  the  fissure,  and 
thua  the  audden  termination  in  death  may  at  once  be 
accounted  for.  During  the  time  that  I  was  assistant 
pathologist  to  the  Edinburgh  Hospitala,  one  or  two 
inatanees  occumd  which  are  now  remembered  as  illoa- 
trativeof  tUaautementi  particularly  the  case  of  a  stout 
and  robust  man^  who  had  been  induced  by  aome  of  his 
credulous  neighboors  to  take  gin  and  pepper  for  a 
hoarseaees,  which  had  aupervened  on  a  comtnon  cold. 


*  Dr«Merriman« 
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r'tMi^lili  first  adnusiloii  be  eame  into  the  iiksCieiitiDii  ia 
•  'thc'tfriddte  or  the  nigbt,  brenthiD^  with  th«  freatctt 
'*-ffiflcalty,  and  etfch  inspiration  being  performed  with 
.'"i  load  vhistHng;  noise.     The  warm  bath  and  other 


'*  -tiro-or  three  days  he  was  dismissed  the  ^atablishmeot. 
^*i^  Ob  the  ni^fat  of  the  day  of  his  departure,  the  spurn  of 

*  -  the  throat  suddenly  teturned,  and  he  again  sought 
'  -cntmnce  into  the  medical  wards,  which  he  bat «  few 

' '  bourspreTiouely  had  left.  The  same  line  of  treat^e^t 
—was  employed,  but  not  with  like  success.  The 
breathing  continued  difficult;  there  was  engorgement 
'"-  of  the  countenance,  and  alarminfl^  attacks  of  dyspnoea, 
'  '  rendering  the  operation  of  tra^eotomy  desfarable,  after 
'  'irUch  expedient  he  surrited  not  more  thantwenty- 

*  *  femr  boars.  On  dissection;  iymph  was  found  in  the 
(-'truchea,  but  very  little  in  the  Uutoz;  the  bnndii 
^'  were   red,   and   tbehr'  membranon*  lining  «  good 

-'*'deid  ii^ected.    The  insp^ctioik  uaieqniToealljP'demoa. 

'•  fetnted  that  the  inflamnmtory  action  in  the  trachea 
'  '*liad  gi?en  rise  to  irritatiott,  which  produced  spasmodic 
'*  "doeuiv'of  the  glottideal  Ussure.    Another  instance  of 

'  afwomanlwen  recdlkct,  on  whom  tracheotomy  was 
"  ^erfiormed,  when  it  iras  anticipated  thertf  would  be 
'"  Ibe  results  of  iriSammatien  tli  the  lofynz,-  wliicli  organ 

'  I-  "Carefutly  laid  open,  and  minutely  examined,-  but 

-xould  not  discorer  a  particle  of  lymph.  If  tutoours, 
'' '  Iressltfg  upon  fihments  of  the  par  ir^gum,  or  irritation 
''  -iii  remoter  parts  of  the  nenrous  system,  can  give  rise 
^'  fO'^asm  in  th«  larynx,  we  can  much'  more  r^dily 
;>'!lMi|itte  Inflammation  in  the  trachea,  or-  in  the  larynx 
'''Itidf,  iustttnting spasm  in  tiiis organ ;  and Htfe paUio- 
•'^Jbi^oaiitiastratiohs  just  cited  are  quite  in  occetdance 

'><«ertAinly  not  inconsbtent,)  with  rational' theoretical 
''«>MBtences.  With  respect  to  its  oceunrenee  in  ehiMren, 
'  '  *'  Wiehmann,  the  IfanofCrian  physicaifr,'  and  Schmalz," 

*  «ye  Dr.  Joy,  ^hare  taken  peculiar  ptins  to  point  out 
-  4iie  distinctions  which  exist  between' tills  disease  afyl 

croup.  The  latter  seeoM  usually  to  depend  on  cold 
'•"damp  air,  and  sudden  atmospheric  rieissitudes ;  its 
i»:.fiiiflliaAmatory  nature  is- manifested  as  well  in  the 
'   «ftaracter  of  its  symptoms,  as  by  the  beneficial  efflecU 

of  antiphlogistic  treatment,  and  the  appearances  on 

*  dinection.  Spasm  of  the  glottis,  on  the  contrary, 
'    is  excited  by  passions  of  the  mind,  and  other  sonrtes 

o^-ttomentary  irritation  existing  often  in  distant  parts 
ef  the  body;  catarrhal  symfptomi  form  no  essential 
'fart  of  the  'disease ;  it  occurs  chiefly  in  those  who 
bam  a  general  disposition  to  ^nvsMve  affections; 
lt»atlaeks  ore  intermittent,  and  are  most  suoeeptible 
of'  relief  from  agents  acting  on  the  nervous  system ; 
'  'ilnd  it*  presents  after  death  no  traeeo  of  inOamfmatioia 

*  ^  the  respiraiocy  organs.***  These  "otosemitioos  re* 
^■•iatifa  to  the -disease  in  eMIdmn' hiftve  been 'offoted, 
«  toconae  hi  them  ivhos  been'  more  tihoMnghly  investi- 
'''•gated  than  inrgtown-np  people r^>iieavse,-«spiiSflottsl^ 


remarked,  it  is  by  far  most  frequently  met  with  in 
the  former,  and  thus  there  hare  been  nore  extended 
opportunities  for  obserration  and  general  deductions. 
Spasm  of  the  glottifriatbenp*grown  ia  usoot  comnioa 


h 
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expedients  were  had  recourse  to,  and  in  the  course  of  |  in  femafesj  and  espedidly  in'  hysterical  young  women. 

Dr.  Joy  says,  *'It  occurs  chiefly,  in  children,  but  ik 

SOMV  RA^X  IKSTANCXS  IT  HAS  BXXN  OBSXRYXD  IK 
ADULTS  ALSO,  CHIBLrT  Ilf  XraEYOUa  WOMMKi  AlfD 

OLD  PXBSpHo."  Ia  nineeasesootof  ten,  when  heooming 
manifest  in  females,  there  is  gieot'ttobllitf  of  the 
nervous  system,  and  some  disorder  of  the  uterus  or 
its  appendages.  It  comes  on  paroxysmally,  and  pre- 
sents somelimea  accompanying  fieatures  of  the  epilep* 
tic  character.  Cold,  sudden  emotions  of  the. mind, 
obstructed  catamenia,  feeliaga  which  relate  ta  the 
sexual  functions,  and  similar  excitants*  osay  o| 
proximate  causes  to  its  development.  In  such  ii 
percussion  along  the  spind  processes  wall  occasionally-, 
in  the  lumbar  or  dorsal  regions,  be  followed  bj 
tenderness,  and  upon  enquiry,  the  patient  will  0tfma 
be  found  subject  to  neuralgic  pains  in  the  different 
parts  of  the.body,  aa  under  the  left  mamma  or  leftribe^ 
at  the  epigastrium,  iiypogastcinm,  etc.  She  will  nioo- 
void,  large  quantities  of.  limpid  urine,  whilst  the  olvine 
evacuations  are  scanty  and  irregular.  In  miUca  it  in 
perhapa  more  frequently  the  result  of  irritation  near  to 
the  larynx,  than  from  distant  impressions*  upon  the 
nervous  system.  When  it  does  occur  without  any 
obvious  irritating  cause  in  or  near  the  throat,  theit  are 
great  reasons  for  believing  that  -delicate  hysterically* 
inclined  young  men^  or  boys  at  puberty,  would  be  the 
most  likely  to  have  this  curious,  and  to  that  sex  unconw 
mon,  disorder. 

When  the  glottideal  .fissure  becomot  apomedieaUy 
closed, the patleni then  ol  ceoiaeanlfers  fiomnli tlm 
evils  of,  or  dies.  liom»-  as]Ayxia;  the-  conatenonce 
becomes  Xw^d-  and  iivid^  the  eyes  prtMHinent,  and  the 
whole  frame  convulsively  affected.  The  preteennlnral 
voKulanty  in  the  encephaloid  mass,-  the  groat  eon* 
gestioa  in  thf  longs,  etc»«.  together  with  the  venoid 
condition  of  the  blood,  owing  to  imperfect  aCrslioo^ 
readily  impair  ibe  sensorial  functions)  and  a  ilntn  of 
unconsciousness  at  once  snpervnnef,  indieaiing  the 
danger  then  present.  The  venous  engorgement  in  the 
brain  might  be  so  considerable  as  to  |uroduce  mftvre 
of  its  vessels  and  consequent  sanguineous  effusion,  after 
which  the  case  might  of  course*  assume  the  ordinary 
characters  of  common  apoplexy.  The  sense  of  con- 
striction  in  the  chest  undoubtedly  arises  front  pel* 
monary  engoi^ement,  as  well  as  froqi  the  spasmodic 
fixity  of  the  muscles  ^  proper  to  the  function  of 
respiration, 

Dr,  Lay,  in  his  volume  on  "  Laryngismus  Stridulqs,'^ 

which  is  but  another  name  for  tha  offsction  now  con* 

8idered»  only  particularly  confined  to  infontsb.  makee 

some  interesting  reourks  on  tiie  inndnmental  osaees. 

*  He  conceifes  it  te^  of '  terebraI'Mgin>  as  from  tone 


•  "Cyclop. of Pract. Med."  PaitlX.,  page 350. 
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diflMnd  or  4u«ir4flred  aUte  of  tkt  encepbaloD,  or  from 
tRteliaiB.«pp]ie4  tp  filMieoU  of  tbe  eigbth  p«ir,  which 
magr.beprodQcedbf  enlaifedgUnds  in  the  peck«  pret* 
nog  npoa^the  recuneiity  or  lome  part  of  the  piieumo« 
gailm^  and  t|iat  dosing  theglottU  by  f '  inbTerting 
tbe  exact  antagonism  bj  which  the  glottis  is  automata 
cally  and  involuntarily  kept  open,  and  allowing  its 
margins  to  oome  together,  and  to  occasion  the  pecaliar 
kind  of  inspiration  so  much  like  that  of  cronp."  Again, 
he  remarks,  in  substantiation   of  the  opinion  that 
gkadnlar  enlargement  is  the  cause  of  this  affection  in 
children,  when,  he  says,  "scarcely  an  instance  has 
4>ccnrred  to  me  since  my  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  subject  in  which  there  has  not  been  the  strongest 
foundation  for  the  belief  that  either  the  glandalsB 
concatenate  of  the  neck,  or  the  thoracic  absorbent 
glands,  had  become  morbidly  enlarged."    Professor 
R^d,  of  St.  Andrews,  has  abundantly  shewn,  that 
pressure  upon  any  of  the  chief  branches  of  the  par 
Tagum,  might  close  the  chink  of  the  glottis,  especially 
upon  the  laryngeals.    Dr.  Watson  thinks  that  irritation 
of  the  gastric  ramifications  might  eren  close  the.  fis- 
sure, and  in  corroboration  of  this  opinion  he  cites  from 
Dr.  John  Clark,  who  obsenres  that  the  attacks  in 
children  are  '*  very  common  after  a  full  meal."    It  has 
also  been  said,  that  an  irritating  cause,  located  in  the 
branches  of  the  trifacial,  would  hare  the  same  effect; 
this,  however,  is  more .  problematical  than  what  is. 
advanced  with  regard  to  the  parvagum.    The  general 
doptrines  expressed  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  who  philo- 
aophlcally  accounts  on  the. principles  of  reflex  action  for 
these  previously  anomalous  and  ill- understood  fuac* 
tioDsof  the  nervous  system,  are  quite  applicable,  and. 
▼ery  elucidatory  in  unravelling  the  special  pathology  of 
this  affection. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  seems  cbnclosive, 
thfti  morbid  impressions  conveyed  -to  the  great  nervous 
centres,  or  existing  in  these  themselves,  will  give 
rise  to  a  spasmodic  condition'  of  thie  glottis  in  the 
yottng.  Hence,  reasoning  from  these  facts,  and  kik>w- 
ing  that  the  functions  of  the  cerebro •spinal  system  are 
loextrleably  blended,  it  may  readily  be  imagined  bow 
irritatioii  in  one  part  of  the  spinal  marroil^  might  be 
transmitted  to  nerves  given  off  at  another,  and  more 
csjkciaily  when  it  is  recollected,  that  between  the 
organs  of  generation  and  the  larynx  there  is  an  Inti- 
mate though  unintelligible  sympathy ;  therefore,  in  the 
instance  of  the  above  cases,  particularly  in  that  of  the 
female,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  prima  eausa  was 
located  in  the  generative  organs;  in  the  boy,  perhaps, 
this  conclusion  might  not  be  quite  so  obvious. 

(To  b9  conimud.) 
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It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  attaifunent  , 
of  the  objects  for  which  the  erection  of  County,  . 
Lunatic  Asylums,  where  auch  do  not  already  , 
exist,  has  been  determined   upon,   that  the  r 
buHdioga  to  be  constructed  should  be  on  the  ., 
liNMt  approved  plan.  We  take  it  for  granted,  that  ^ 
the  enlightened  views  which  have  led  to  the  ^ 
modern  improvements  in  the  general  .manage*  , 
ment  and  treatmejitof  the  insane,  are  those  whidi  , 
the  Government  authorities  will  be  anxious  to  . 
see  carried  out ;  and  that  while  every  requisite  . 
.economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money:. .. 
is  fracUaedj  no  .miserable  attempt  at  the  saving;.,^ 
■in.:^the  first  instanee^of  some  farthing  in  the 
peund  to  the  county  rates*  will  be  auflfered  to 
interfere  with  their  adoption  in  every  pe^tjciilar.. 
Looking  .also  to  the  influence  which  many  of  . 
the  member&of  the  Provincial  Association  must 
have^  both  aa  profeasiooal  advisers  and  as  per«  • 
sonal  friends,  withthe  Magistracy  of  the  country;,  -. 
to  which  body  also  several  of  them  belong,  we « 
deem  the  present  a  fitting  opportunity  to  dii^ect  « 
attention  to  the  admirahle  letter  on  this  sub* .  . 
ject  frpm  Dr.  fFohn  Oonolly,  which  has  just, 
been  given  to  the  pubjic  The  letter  is  addressed  i 
to  the  Chairmaa  of  the  Committee  of  Visitors  . 
of  the  additional  Lunatic  Asylum  forthe  countp;. . 
of  Middlesex,  which  is  about  to  be  erected  at  i 
Colney  Hatch,,  but  its  contents  are  of.  equff^  „ 
value   and  importaoce,  and  apply  with  equ^l,.. 
force,  to  every  similar  body  throughout  the  « 
kingdom,  and  its  recommendations  ought  to  he.  • 
carefujly  weighed  and  considered  in  evexy  casf, 
in  which  a  similar  establishment  is  contempli^ted» 
We  therefore  deem  no  apology  necessary  in 
bringing    these   recommendations   before   our  < 
readers,  and  shall  esteem  ourselves  amply  repaid  » 
if  we  can  induce  those  who  have  both  influence  - 
and  knowledge,  to  exert  themselves  in  guiding  .. 
aright  persons  who  may  possess  the  one,  but 
are,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least,  wanting  in  the, 
other. 

The  first  point  insisted  on  is  the  importance  of 
{Providing  sufficient  separate  sleepily  accommot 
dation.  This  is  a  point  on  which  some  differenceo£ 
opinion  would  seem  to  exist.  The  Comm4s8ioiier;i< 
in  Lunacy  caQsi4er  that  '*  one^hird  of  the  sleep- 
ing, accommod^tien  should  be  provided-  for;  in  ' 
separate  sleepiog-rooms  or  celk,  and  there^   r 
mainder  in  decasiteries,  each,  containing' not deast.: 
than  tbneet.Bor  mere  than  twelve,. beds."    This^ « 
proporAien .  I>r. . .  ConoJly  ^eonsidera  inanfil<^eat9 ,  * 
and  inde^  ineoiBpatUrie  with. the  full  ado^tf^ ..{ 
of  those  .principlefi.pf  treatM^^pt  which  ftr^  Ji9¥.  .v 
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BO  justly  Mtimatad.  A  defioientcy  in  tlM  nambtv 
of  separate  sleeping  spsrlmeiits  musi  iosTiUbly 
interfere  with  the  dae  classification  of  the 
patients;  the  safety  of  some  mast  be  com» 
promised ;  ventilation  interfered  with ;  the 
tranquil  will  be  annoyed  and  endangered  by 
the  violent;  the  clean  greatly  annoyed  by  being 
placed  with  the  dirty ;  or,  if  these  latter  are  to 
be  thus  congregated  together,  the  air  of  the 
rooms  in  which  they  are  placed  will  become 
most  offensive,  and  cannot  but  be  injurious  it 
the  health  of  all  exposed  to  it  The  application 
of  the  con-restraint  system  during  the  night 
in  such  cases  must  be  greatly  interfered  with, 
if  not  altogether  incompatible  with  the  safety 
of  the  patients,  and  of  course  its  moral  effect 
on  the  entire  body  of  patients  in  a  great  measure 
counteracted.  Dr.  ConoUy  maintains,  that  in 
a  well-managed  asylum,  ''every  violent  and 
dangerous  patient,  and  every  dirty  patient,  most 
have  a  separate  sleeping  room;  that  many  of 
the  epileptics  who  are  not  habitually  violent, 
xnnst  be  similarly  provided  for;  that  many 
helpless  and  imbecile  patients  are  unsafe  at 
night  except  in  separate  rooms ;  and  that  con* 
sequently,  for  all  these,  who  will  amonnt  always 
to  at  least  one  half  of  the  whole  number  of 
patients  in  a  county  asylum,  single  sleeping- 
rooms  are  indispensable."  He  also  states  it 
as  his  conviction,  that  for  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  newly-admitted  patients  a  separate 
sleeping-room  is  essential  to  the  cure;  while 
the  comfort  to  the  more  sensible  and  quiet 
patients,  of  having  an  apartment  of  their  own, 
to  which  they  can  retire  for  reading  or  working, 
for  tranquillity,  and  for  private  devotion,  must ' 
bo  at  once  apparent. 

Another  most  important  point  as  concerns  the 
goneral  safety  of  the  patitnUls,  that  the  bnilding '. 
should  be  fire-proof.  The  occurrence  of  fire  in' 
a  lunatic  asylum,  in  which  the  entire  building  is 
not  sufficienfTy  protected  from  its  spreading, 
would  be  a  most  fearful  calamity.  The  Com- 
missioners recommend  that  the  stairoases  should 
be  of  stone,  the  store-rooms  for  inflammable 
stores  thoroughly  fire- proof,  and  other  iudi- 
cious  precautions;  but  Dr.  Conolly  is  of  opinion 
that  the  entire  building  should  be  fire-proof, 
throughout,  each  story  being  separated  by 
a  stone-floor  and  roof,  so  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible for  any  accidental  fire  to  spread. 

The  advantage  of  absolutely  complying  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioners— 
that  "  those  portions  of  an  asylum  which  are 
Intended  to  be  occupied  by  patients,  shall  in 
no  ease  have  more  than  two  stories,— that  is 
to  say,  those  on  the  ground  and  first  floors" 
is  evident;  and  it  is  well  observed,  that 
wb%n  a  third  story  is  added,  not  only  is  a  great 


additional  amonnt  of  trouble  necessarilyt  entailed ' 
on  the  officers  and  attendants,  but  the  rigilano* 
and  frequency  of  inspecUon,  so  iinpox^ant  tothe 
well-being  of  the  patients,  and  so  jieedful  as  a 
check  upon  the  attendants,  are  greatly  interfered 
with. 

There  are  many  other  points  of  much.import*- 
anoe  to  the  efllcient  working  of  a  well-orderedl 
asylum,  which  it  is  necessary  to  keep  in  view 
in  the  original  construction  of  the  building. 
Among  these  are  the  providing  of  due  accommo- 
dation for  the  resident  medical  officers,  the 
matron,  and  superintendent ;  of  appartmenta  also 
for  a  steward,  a  housekeeper,  a  dispenser,  and 
other  chief  officials,  required  to  preside  over 
the  respective  departments  in  a  large  establish* 
ment ;  and  of  a  room  for  giving  the  occasional 
entertainments  to  the  patients,  which  have  beea 
found  so  advantageous  at  Han  well  and  elsewhere* 
These,  however,  we  must  pass  over,  but  there 
is  another  subject  which,  although  not  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  erection  or  arrange- 
ments of  the  building,  is  one  on  which  so  in« 
timately  depends  the  value  and  fitness  of  the 
entire  institution,  that  we  cannot  but  allude  to  the 
observations  which  the  letter  of  Dr.  Conolly 
contains  on  the  subject. 

The  appointment  of  a  qualified  superintendent 
to  a  county  asylum,  is  certainly  the  highest 
duty,  in  reference  to  the  proper  management  of 
the  insane,  which  can  devolve  upon  those  with 
whom  it  rests ;  and  it  is  most  earnestly  to  be 
desired,  that  in  every  case  in  which  such  appoint- 
ment may  be  made,  no  private  or  interested 
motive  will  be  allowed  to  influence  the  dec!* 
sion.  No  favoritism,  no  family  or  other  eon* 
nection,  ahonld  be  allowed  the  least  weight. 
The  professional,  intelleetaal,  and  moral  fitnem 
of  the  eandtdates  for  the  appointment  shoeld 
alone  be  taken  into  oensidenition ;  and  to  ai» 
oAeer  of  such  responsibility,  with  the  requisite 
qualifications,  the  salary  should  be  liberal,  and 
everything  like  the  Dutch-auction  proceeding*^ 
which  have  disgraced  certain  other  publia 
medical  appointments,  should  meet  with  most 
deserved  and  undisguised  reprobation.  To  a 
medical  superintendent,  duly  qualified  and 
equitably  selected,  the  utmost  authority  should 
be  conceded  in  the  management  of  the  patients 
committed  to  his  care,  with  full  powers  to  cany 
out  his  pians,  free  from  all  vexatious  interference,, 
whether  of  Committees  of  Management,  Visitors,, 
or  subordinate  officers.  The  utmost  care  should 
be  bestowed  in  making  the  appointment;  bat 
<once  fully  assured  that  the  appointment  has 
been  a  judicious  one,  the  duties  of  inspeotioa 
should  be  directed  chiefly  to  the  general  economy 
of  the  establishment,  and  to  carefully  watching^ 
<with  fuU  confidence  in  and  with  thephyaioieo,) 
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the  effect  of  jndieiotts  treatkueot  th  tb«  general 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  patients^  withont 
any  attempt  to  interfere  with  its  progress^  or 
otherwise  regulate  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
carried  oat. 
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Br.  Mackay  in  the  Chair. 

aTPHiunc  uusaATiOM  of  TB£  labymx: 

TRACflEOTOMY. 

Dr.  Fletoher  exhibited  ta  the  Society  a  specimen  of 
syphilitic  alceration  of  the  laryDz,  taken  from  a  female, 
for  '^ioh  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  had  been  par- 
formod»  which  had  been  sent  to  him  to  be  brought 
he/ore  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Chavasse,  under 
whose  care  the  patient  had  been,  and  with  whom  Dr* 
Tleteher  had  attended  in  consultation. 

Dr.  Fletoher  first  saw  the  case  Febraary  ]4ib,  1847* 
She  was  then  labonring  vnder  difficult  and  whistling 
veapiration,  which  had  been  gradually  getting  worse  for 
aoipe  time.  The  seat  of  the  obstruction  was  evidently 
in  the  larynx;  the  lungs  did  not  present  physical  signs 
of  disease,  the  respiration  was  scarcely  to  be  heard  in 
any  part,  percussion  was  healthy,  and  the  Toioe  being 
deiitroyed  by  the  disease  in  the  larynx,  its^  Talne  as  a 
aign  of  disease  was  of  coarse  done  away  with.  The 
history  of  the  disease  was  such  as  to  render  it  certain  that 
it  was  of  syphilitic  origin.  The  patient  had  had  four 
ehildren,  and  was  then  pregnant  at  the  scTenth  month. 
Dr.  Fletcher  proposed  that  mercury  and  iodine  should  be 
aotirely  employed,  and  the  case  closely  watched,  in 
order  that  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  should  be 
immediately  performed  if  any  symptoms  of  increased 
dilBcalty  of  breathing  presented  themselves,  and 
nqjam^td  that  Mr.  Chavasse,  under  whose  cars  the 
patient  had  been  for  some  years,  should  meet  him  in 
ooaaoltaiion  in  three  or  foai  day^s  time,. to  see  the 
•fieot  of  the  remedieib  feeUng  that  should  there  be  no 
improvement,  the  case  as  it  already  stood,  justified 
the  recommendation  of  the  operation  of  tracheotomy, 
both  as  a  means  of  giving  the  larynx  a  better  chance  of 
nndergoing  a  process  of  cure,  by  relieving  it  from 
the  irritation  of  the  air  pasing  through  it  in  respiration, 
and  also  as  preventing  impending  asphyxia. 

On  the  38tb,  Dr.  Fletcher  met  Mr.  Chavasse  in  con- 
aultation ;  the  patient  was  better  in  every  respect,  the 
breathing  less  difficult.  The  treatment  was  continued,' 
and  a  blister  applied  to  the  region  of  the  trachea, 
which  was  to  be  dressed  with  mercurial  ointment. ,  Dr. 
Fletcher  continued  seeing  the  case  with  Mr.  Chavasse, 
OTcry  third  or  fourth  day,  until  the  9th  of  Maroh,dttring 
which  time  the  improvement  was  such  as  to  lead  to 
the  treatment  being  persevered  in,  and  to  the  operation 
of  tracheotomy  being  deferred,  bat  if  any  Indication  of, 
asphyxia  should  come  on,  the  operation  of  tracheotassy 
waa^to  ba  immediately  performed,  as  tba  only  maaos 
lihaly  to  prolong  the  life  of  the  patient.  Tha  treatment 
was  continned  until  tha  24th  of  March,  when. an  attach 


df  asphyxWi  threatened  (he  life  of  the  patient,  and  Mr*- 
Chavasse  urged  the  performance  of  tracheotomy.    The 
friends  wished  Mr.  Hodgson  to  see  the  case,  who  cola* 
elded  in  the  opinion  already  given,  and  on  the  95th  of 
March,  the  operation  was  perforsMd  by  Mr.  Chavasse, 
with  great  relief  to  the  patient,  who  went  on  well  for^ 
several  days ;  but  on  the  7th  of  April,  having  been  for 
three  days  previously  much  worn  down,  and  harrassed  < 
by  attaolcs  of  difficult  breathing,  obliging  her  sometimes 
to  wear  the  tube,  and  at  others  to  take  it  out,  as  the- 
Quantity  of  mucus  from  time  to  time  accumulated, 
s^e  was  seized  in  labour.     The  child  appears  to  have 
been  bom  almost  before  labour.pains  commenced,  and 
immediately  on  the  birth  of  the  child  she   expired. 
Very  little  blood  was  lost,  and  the  child  and  after-Urth- 
were  expelled  almost  together. 

Mr.  Hodgson  considered  this  a  case  of  syphilitic  dis- 
ease ;  it  had  been  introduced  in  some  unfortunate  way 
Into  the  family,  and  every  member  seemed  to  suffer 
from  it  in  some  way  or  other.  This  patient  had  suffered 
from  the  disease  for  some  years,  and  he  thought  her 
case  illustrated  a  fact  which  had  not  been  noticed  hy 
aathors,  that  syphilitic  disease  affects  the  cartilages  of 
the  larynx  hi  a  similar  manner  to  that  in  which  it  affecta 
the  bones, — namely,  the  cartilage  or  its  perichondriam 
becomes  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  the  same  way  as  a 
node  is  produced  by  it  upon  the  bone,  and  that  disease 
does  not  always  commence  by  ulceration  of  the  mncona 
lining  of  the  cartilage,  as  |;enerally  supposed.  In  this 
case,  a  portion  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  was  necrosed^ 
which  he  believed  was  the  cause  of  the  very  fcetid. 
breath.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of  relating  another 
case,  which  illustrated  the  same  fact.  A  gentleman, 
who  had  lived  much  abroad,  had  disease  in  the  bones  of 
the  head,  and  his  larynx  was  affected  with  the  samo 
disease ;  the  symptoms  were  so  urgent  that  tracheotomy 
was  performed,  and  he  breathed  through  the  tubd  for 
fifteen  months.  Several  attempu  were  made  to  do-, 
without  the  tube,  but  without  snccess.  Tlie  day  before 
Mr.  Hodgson  saw  him,  in  a  violent  fit  of  coughing,  a 
bony  substance  was  expelled.  At  length  ha  died 
exhaastad.  Tha  expelled  substance  was  found  to  be  a« 
portion  of  the  thyroid  caraiage,  which  had  fallen  into 
the  right  bionchas.  The  larynx  was  nearly,  if  not 
entiialy,  grown  up.  Within  the  last  fortnight,  Mr. 
Hodgson  saw  a  poor  man  in  the  General  Hospital  who 
had  suffered  from  syphilitic  disesse  of  the  larynx;  ho 
was  thought  not  to  be  in  a  state  sufficiently  dangeroua 
to  require  the  operation.  On  the  next  day  he  died 
suddenly  from  asphyxia.  In  the  larynx  was  found 
considerable  ulceration,  which  also  extended  in  patchea 
down  the  trachea.  In  another  case  which  seemed  to  ba 
.caused  by  the  bite  of  a  dog,  which  was  succeeded  by 
ulceration  of  the  larynx,  the  attadcs  of  asphyxia  wero 
very  urgent  The  operation  of  tracheotomy  was  per- 
formed, under  which  the  patient  died.  No  examination 
of  the  body  took  place.  The  performance  of  the  opera* 
tion  of  trachootmny  in  cases  of  ulcaration  of  tha 
trachea,  Mr.  Hodgson  said,  required  tha  de^ast  con. 
sideration.  On  the  one  hand  he  thought  it  ought  to  ho 
done  earlier  than  it  was  usually  resorted  to;  and  yat» 
gn  the  other,  the  operation  itself  was  one  avtand^ 


NOTfiS  OH  SCVRVT. 


iHfe  ■«»/  JMJtWf  both  M  to  iU  pwtocmwM^iii  M 
to  tlis  aiMB»  Med  lo  ln«p  Um  «pfrtiii«»  fonttd  in  Um 
tntf >Mt  op w  ^J"  wntring  tafrti.  In  a  woatti  nf^on  wIiob 
ib«of9fii;KloyiwMp«r/onMdio  the  OoNral  HocpiU], 
denA^tPOlc^ac^a  week  «Aer,.froiii,ebicew  of  thebrttn; 
]>iiMiie  oferatieB  was  generally  too  late  if  delaye4.uita 
•■It^fsia  eaae  on.  In  the  caie  nov  before  tbe  Sodetj, 
IfRHodfHmUioafbt  dealb  took  plaee  from  the 
iniUaWM4ao  ceased  in  tke  tnckea  bj  wearing  Jbe 
tabs  ia  eoneeqofn^  of  wUek^lbe  nmoval  of  the  tabe 
waa  ra^oired.  Vn  HodfK»ii  o^ected  to  thelongitodtnal 
InoUoByif  the  opening  iefoqaired  to  be  kept  open  sepse 
tlfl»  after  the  operatloiftf  in  each  eaeee  a  tranarerie 
lneiiie»«ie.m«eh  more  deeirablei  a*  the  fcwmeF^heels  ap 
so  qai«U|r  that  iheia  la  alwaji  diffiealtj  in  keeping  it 
open,  wbllet  In  the  latter  the  dlficnltj  of  healing  it  U 
wo  great  that  most  conunonly  a  fietoloar  opening  reweine 
after  the  gieateet  care  hating  been  taken  tta  heal  the 
woand,  which  Ss.rery  well  exemplified  in  ceies  of  cnt- 
throaL  •  Mr.  Hodgion  knows  a  patient  who  cat  bis 
throat  transrerselj  some  years  since,  and  the  wound  is 
not  healed  yet.  It  would  be  still  more  effectoal  to  take 
oat  a  portion  of  the  trachea. 

Mr.  Rjland  said  that  Mr,  Hodgson's  view  of  i^phiUtic 
disease,  was  to  him  quite  new,  bat  he  thoaght  that  in 
all  the  cases  of  syphilitic  disease  of  the  larynx  h^  had 
seeni  they  bed  commenced  by  ulceration* 


scimnaoue  MNcmvAs. 

Br.  Fletcher  exhfbfled  a  panonas  affected  with 
scirrhtts,  eepedally  at  its  head,  by  which  the  ductas 
communis  was  completely  obstmcted,  so  that  no  bile 
could  flow  into  the  daodenam. 

The  patient,  a  male,  about  46  years  of  age,  applied 
to  Dr.  Fletcher  on  the  8lh  of  last  month,  having 
Muffend  from  jaandice  abOTO  a  year  and  a  half ;  he 
was  then  Tery  yellow.  The  region  of  ihe  lii«rwas  some- 
what enlarged;  there  was  pain  sHaated  about  midway 
between  the  ensiform  eartilsge  and  umbillcae.  It 
appeared  a  case  of  jaundice  from  obstruction  to  the 
course  of  the  bile.  There  was  no  sign  of  anenrism  nor 
of  any  tomour,  and  none  of  the  symptoms  of  disease 
of  fhe  pancreas  were  related  by  the  patiettt,  except  the 
paseUig  of  white  wax-like  matter  from  the  intestines, 
which- bad  ocourredseTerat  timee  during  the  progress 
of  the  case.  The  patient  died  on  the  15tb,  rather 
•addenlyi  the  day  he  was  to  have  called  upon  Dr. 
Fletcher  again,  having  tried  very  little  of  the  remedies, 
which  consisted  of  counter-irritation  and  alteratives. 
On  the  16th,  early  in  the  morning,  a  poit'tnortem 
examination  fully  explained  the  cause  of  the  jaondice 
from  the  scirrfaas  of  the  pancreas;  the  bile  doci  was 
completely  obliterated,  and  iabove  this  the  ductas  com. 
manh  was  dilated  so  as  to  be  large  enough  to  allow 
four  fingers  to  be  passed  into  it  The  gallbladder  was 
capable  of  holding  two-thirds  of  a  pint,  and  the  dactos 
hepaticus  and  Its  branches  were  all  dilated  so  much, 
thata  finger  could  be  passed  Into  any  of  the  bianohee, 
in  any  part  of  the  liver,  sad  tbeee  were  all  distended 
with  colourless  bile.  The  liver  was  about  half  again 
as  large  at  natnraL  All  other  organs  in  the  body 
appeared  healthy  on  examination.  The  brain  was  not 
examteed.  • 
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NOTES  ON  SCURVY,  AS    IT  APPEAEED   IH 

THE  SALPETRIERE  IN  1847,  AND  OH  *H»  * 

COAfPOSmON    OF    THE  BLOOD  IN    THE' 

DISBMISr 

By  Dr.  A.  Favto^ 

,(TrM$lUeiMik9PrmfimioUt^ioU£fid8tirsieoi/0WHioi.J 

^  [Sdm*diAtandeor  apiaSoBrtillvxiftiniaetotta.^ 
ichemical  constitution  of  the  bkiod  in  scurry,  and  iti 
ioBportancc  as  explanatory  of  the  symptomatoiogy  of 
the  disease,  we  hava  thought  that  the  loifa#iag 
reeearjchea  upon  the  snb)ect,  recently  made  .at.  tha. 
Salpfttrite4m  nocc  than 30  casiif  might  be  iat#ni^ 
iBgto  thcftaders  of  the Pi^eeiaciaf  |le*>flra»^  fltegwitf?. 
Jtmnml,  in  conflection  with  the  paperaapoo  dm  uasa 
^seaee,  which  hare  already  appeared.] 

The  disease  declared  itself  chiefly  in  females  of  an 
advaoced  age,  the  youngest  of  our  patieots  being  at  least 
shcty-Dine  years  of  age,  while  three  were  upwards*  of 
eighty.  Tliere  U  not  much  to  l^e  said  respecting  the 
etiology  of  the  disease,  we  are  only  able  to  ttate  that 
the  majority  inhabited  upper  rooms,  and^  that  their 
food  consisted  chiefly  of  meat  with  bread,  meat  soups,  ^ 
and  wine.  All  were  apparently  in  good  health  prefioni 
to  the  attack. 

The  disease  declared  itself  with  vague  pains  is 
the  extremities,  with  a  sense  of  general  malaise,  dis- 
agreeable taste  in  the  mouth,  and  loss  of  appetite.  la 
some,  spots  on  the  skin  commenced  simultan^us^  * 
with  the  above  symptoms.  The  chief  symptoms  %faen 
the  patients  were  first  seen,  were  a  particalar  discoloura- 
tion of  the  skin,  hemorrhagic  spots  and  patches,  a 
special  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  gums,  and  general 
prostration  of  the  vital  powers. 

The  discolouration  of  the  skin  consisted  in  a  yellowish 
tint,  itU  ffenerii,  most  marked  on  the  face  ;  it  neither ' 
resembled  exactly  the  icteric,  chlorotic,  nor  cancertrat 
hue,  but  was  most  tike  the  colour  left  by  the  decline  of 
an  ecchymosis.  This  colour  affected  even  the  conjanc* 
ttra  and  gave  an  appearance  to  the  patient  which  could 
not  admit  of  misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  The  fUBmorrhagie  spots  varied  in  appearance, 
and  consisted  either  of  smaH  points  of  a  vivid  red, 
scattered  principally  on  the  anterior  aspect  of  the 
limbs,  or  of  true  petechia,  the  sitoation  of  which  was 
the  same.  The  most  important  and  characteristic^ 
spots  consisted  of  large  ecchymoses  or  sangutneons 
infiltrations,  situated  in  a  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue. 
When  the  haemorrhage  was  of  an  ancient  date,  its 
circumference  was  of  a  yellowish  colour,  bdicativte  of 
the  commencement  of  absorption. 

The  paine  of  which  the  patients  eomplahked  were  Of 
two  kinds,  the  one  spontaneoos  and  deep«seated,  tiie 
Other  more  soperfictel  and  excited  by  preasune. 

The  oitfrwthH  I'a  ike  gftiiturwu  quite  characterMte ;  - 
it  did  not  consist t^f  a  genensl  tofmefa^tloii  aad  BortaaiaCi* ' 
of  their  tissue^  as  is  seen  in  certain  forms  ttfttomhtifit^"*  ^ 
but  of  Aingoas   vegetations,   developed  excloefivdf* " 
^  aroand  the  neck  of  each  tooth,  lo  that  the  alfcohtt^ 
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*  diiei^  wM  proportioiiaU  to  the  number  oif  teeth,     to 

pi|f  jH^tiei)t  who  had  but  a  lingle  tooth,  there  was  but 

,'jOiie.patch  .of  regetatioo,  end  this  disappeared  on  the 

'^Iretoofal  of  the  tooth,  longheforie  the  subsidence  of  the 

other  scorbutic  symptoms. 

,   Mastication  was   difficult  or  impossible,,  and  the 

mouth  exhaled  a  f^tid  odour.  Among  the  other  general 

syosptoms,  prostration  of  strength  was  marked ;  and 

'there  Was  anorexia  from  the  first.  Constipation  occurred 

^'itt  most  of  the  patients.    Blood  w»  nerer  seen  ik  the 

'^'e^cnationt';  *)&either  was  there  any  other  hBmorrbnge 

'  ^  6f  eonseqnenee,  with  the  exception  of  epistatis  in  one 

''ttie. 

''*'^etre«Cment  ctnrisled  in  the  use  of  a  drinir  aadn- 
'  Uted  wMilenfott  juie^,  a  gargle  of  alum,  and  a  generous 
' ' nei^'fif  whieb 'green  tegttniUioiM  phnts  fef tti6d  a eon- 
''*-|||erabl6' portion. 

CHm  analysis  of  the  blood  of  fire  of  M.  Ttoi^rs 
u  -'patifeBtt  warnmlertaken  Irf MM.  Becqnerel  and  Bodier, 
iilua*Msaarehea  give  the  fallowtng-veiBlts]  :— > 

Ca'bb  l.*^Pemale,aged76.  Sererecase:  first'bleed- 
iflg^t^^the  clot  mnch  btoiM;  second  bleeding,  fifteen 
days  ]aMr,—^lot dense,  resisting,  dark-red, andspotted 
with  wUte  ftrise. 


'  Ca'sx  tV.-..Female,  69 ;  mild.    DefibriniM^d  hlo^, 
1047.2. 

Globules    ...  116.   .  Oiipnio  matten  -    r71.S 

Fibrin  -    -    .    .  2.6.  Inorganic  matters  i     3*2 

Organic  matters  of  '  Water  -    -    .    «    9120.5 

serum     -    -    -  63.1                                 ;v;:*jwm 

Inorganic   matters  *W0O. 

of  serum     -    -  7.3 

Water  -    i    -    -  gll. 


«••♦ 


Deteity  when  defibriaixed 
Denstty  of  s^ram    ^ 


M50.6 
1025.5 


.** 


AMiysIs  of  MNM  paru  of      Analysis  of*  IMO  pans  of 


Blood. 
;  Qk4»n]ea  • 
^..yjbrin  -  .  .  - 
.^jO^anic  matters  of 
, .  seVum  -  -  - 
,  Inorganic  matters 
/of  serum-  -  - 
"'  Water  -    -    -    - 


.Sernn. 

109.      Organic  matters   • 

4,1    Inoifanic  matters 

Water  •    -    -    » 

69.2 

6.8 
810.9 


77.7 

*    7S 

914.5 

1000. 


1800. 


€▲■•  V;— ^sialo^  Ttjem*  €«iner»eaafrt  i|itolitii 
DoiWinised  blood»  10383. 

Globnlea    ...  79.4  OrgauiO  lAattert  -      61.5 

Fibrin  ...»  2.2  InOrganio  matters    '   8.5 

Oiymic  matters  of  Water  -    .    -    *    S30. 

•  serum    -    •    .  56w2                                 \MiA 
Inorganic  matters                                              Iwp* 

of  serum     -    -  7.8 

Water  ....  854.4 


44MI0. 


Casb  n.*^Female^  aged  74.    Severe  cases  "blood 
firmly  coagulated.  Density  of  defibrlnixed  blood  1048.6. 

.    Aaalyji^  of  lOOO  parts  of      Aaaljiif  of.  1000  pad*  ef 
*   Blood.  Seniffl^ 

Tf^Mnleo    •    -    •  110  8    Oifaiic matters   -      73,8 

v.tORbrin  -    •    -    -  3.d  i  loofganio  matters         7^ 

r » AfaHomattera  of  Water  .    -    -    -  '  8l9.,2 

,  *»«cnim     -    •    •  65.7 

. '  liosganfc.  matters  • 

pf.  aemm     •    -  6.2                                       ' 

,    Water  ....  813.7 


1000. 


Casi  III.— :Female,  aged  73.     Slighl  case;   clot 

dark  and  loose.  Density  of  defibrinized  blood  1051.7. 

'  Ana\jsif  of  1000  paitf  of       Analysis  of  10000  parts  of 
Blood.  Sermni. 

'  Globules    ...  116.5    Oiipmie  matters  *      76.2 

'    Fibrin  ....  3.      Inorganie  maltere       6.2 

O^niemaMersof  Water  ...    >  ^IS.B 

'    seram    ...  67.3  .                               *• 

^'iMiganie' matters  ^^    * 

'«f  scrum     -    •  5,5      ^ 

•  ^  Water  •    •    .    -  807.7 


1000. 
From  the-'ttndy  of  tlM  blood  in  tbeae  one*  it 
appears  :— 

1.  That  far  from  preeentiBg  that  itate  of  disnlatloa 
wfaicb  baa  generally  been  admitted,  the  blood  hs-imtrTy 
ooagidates  tanly,  and  the  serum  ia  meolomi  by 
globules. 

2.  That  the  densUy  of  -  the- jiieflbrinixed  blood  wat^ 
in  aU  the  cases  below  the  normal  standard,  (h057.) 

3.  That  the.  density  ^i  thoisenim  is  «otiUi^  dinia* 
ished,  (1027.) 

4.  That  the  globnlea  were  in  a^  cases  below  the 
mean,  (127.) 

5.  That  the  fibrin  was  in  no  case  dianaished,  ^utr 
imsome  sensibly  increased. 

5.  That  the  offganl?  matters  of  the  ferwi^  aa  -alba* 
iuen»  were  below  par. 

6,  That  in.no  case  waa  there  aa.4ngmcnkatiMi  of 
the  saline  matters,  nor  alkali  in  excess.  , 

[The  abore  memoir  concludes  with  some  obaerfatioas- 
on  the  complete  snbrersion  which  the  predominent 
theories  of  scurry  hare  receited  by  thestf  resetilfcbes. 
It  was  thought  the  fibrin  Was  dlhiintohed,  and  h^ilice 
the  ^fuse  hftmorrhages,  &c.  It  is  proved  by  these 
analyses,  as  was  previoosly  ascertained  by  Mr.  Btfsk, 
that  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  in  excem.  The  theory  Of  the 
alkalinity  of  the  blood  is-  equally  Opposed  by  the 
above  facts,  as  is  also  another  favourite  theoty  Of  M. 
Andral,  that  when  the  albumen  is  diminished  to  a 
certain  point  dropey  is  the  necessary  consequence, 
Ibr  it  was  fomd  that  though  the  number  of  altamea 
was  low»  anarsarca  «n)y  appeared  in  one  oaeyiaiid  that 
to  a  very  trifling  amount.] 


1000. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THB  PROOK^DINGS  Of  THE 
ACADEMIE  DES  SCIENCES. 

AUTOPLASTT  IN  TESCICO-TAOIIIAI.  FISTULA. 

Several  communications  have  been  made  to  this 
Academy,  since  our  last  Report,  but  a  few  (fnlj 
are  of  general  interest.    Of  these,  one  by  M.'  Jobert, 
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(da  LuBbftUeO  entitled,  **  Anatomical  and  Ttorapeo- 
ieal  condderatioos  reipecHng  the  Care  of^Yeaico- 
Vaginal  Fiatala  by  Aaleflasty/'  ii  of  importance. 
In  thii  wotlt  the  «atlior  Ant  in? estigatee  the  eaaies 
of  fheea  ftatnlm,  and  points  ont  the  meet  ntoal 
titoalion*  fheir  fonB»  and  the  mechsnism  of  their 
prodiietlon.  He  partioularlj  insitu  npon  the  neceesitj 
<of»diUl9gaiahing  traumatic  fiatole,  produced  bj  the 
dlieot  Tiolence  ef  inatrumentSy  and  those  which  are 
conaeeative  to  gangrene^.indo^  bj  the  pretanre 
of  the  inihnt'a  head.  He.  alao  pasaea  in  review  the 
diilferent  coapUcationa  attendant  upon  Teaico-Ta^al 
Mdwi,  aaeh  as  erylhemft,  pQatnlea*  alceration  oi  the 
neck  of  the  ntemt,  veaical  calculnt,  &c.  Speaking 
next  of  theb  tieatmenty  he  details  his  own  proceeding, 
("  Antoplastie  par  glissement,")  which  .consists  in  attach- 
ing a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  Tagina 
to  the  edge  of  the  fistula,  prerionsl  j  pared,  and  alludes 
to  aeveral  instances  of  its  entire  sueeess. 

tVB-FBKIOSTKAL  EXCISION   6t  BOMSS. 

H.  Larghi  presented  |l  meqioir  on  mb-periaUeal 
«Mifiefi  of  boneSt  in  which .  he  shows  that  the  remoTal 
of  both  bone  and  periosteum,  as,  is  usually  practised, 
is  a  faulty  proceeding,  and  that  if  the  periosteum 
eoT^ring  the  exeised  portion  ot  bone  be  left,  the  bone 
itself  will  be  reproduced.  In  proof  of  this  he  related 
caaea  of  excision  of  the  ribs,  in  which  the  continuity  of 
the  bone  had  been  perfectly  restored. 

JBTHVK  TAPOCK. 

^.  Some  further  information  on  the  sulr|ect  of  sether 
iras  also  communicated.  M.  Pirogoff  advised  the 
ligectlon  of  the  vapour  into  the  rectum,  instead  of 
Inhalation,  and  maintained  that  its  effects  were  equslly 
manliest  and  unattended  by  any  of  the  ill  eflbcu, 
oeoaaionally  produced  by  it  on  the  respiratory  passages. 

M.  Parohappes  also  presented  a  memoir  on  the  **  poi- 
tonous  eilbcu  of  sBther.inhaladon,"  and  M.  Basseron 
one  on  its  medidnal  use  in  **  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.'' 
It  does  not  appear,  however,  to  have  been  followed  by 
any  marked  benefit. 

MAONSSU    IN   ARSENICAL  POISONIKO. 

4«  M.  Dumas  presented  a  report  on  several  commu- 
nications  by  M.  Bussv,  relative  to  the  employment  of 
magnesia,  as  an  antidote  in  arsenical  poisoning,  This 
leport  gave  rise  to  an  animated  discossion,  which 
chiefly  turned  on  the  question  ot  priority.  The  result 
of  the  discussion  clearly  proved  that  magnesia  had 
been  long  used  as  an  antidote  to  ursenions  acid,  and 
that  M.  Bnssy  was  not  entitled  to  any  credit  as  a 
discoverer. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall  pratented  a  memoir  on  the  com- 
rpmiaon  ot  the  tetanio  efiecu  produced  by  electricity 
and  by  strychnine. 

M.  Flourens  detailed  his  experiments  on  the  injec 
tion  of  various  substances  into  the  arteries,~such  as 
^thtr,  akohol,  turpentine^  &c.  These  are  without 
intereit. 

SMPLOTMEIIT    OF  ^TBSK  VAPOOE. 

^'  Rotix  brought  forward  two  cases  of  lithotomy 
^rst  porfonaed  under  the  infinence  of  ather.  The 
'fine  patient,  a  yonng  man,  22  years  of  age,  reoorered; 


tlM' other,  a  man  of  89,  although  the  operatiott  wai 
succeasfnl,  sank  fixMB  exiiausdon  fifteen  days  kfter. 

In  referanoe  to  the  administration  of  sther  per 
rectom,  a  secoid  communication  was  made  by  V. 
riwyi^^in  which  Mreral  saocossful  opevaUons  aie 
detailed. 

M.  Villa  has  announced  the  unexpected  hd,  that 
during  the  insensibility  from  ttther,  more  carbon  is 
exhaled  from  the  Inngs  than  during  the  waking  state. 

,  [Thia  discovery  is  quite  at  variance  with  previooalj 
ascertained  relations  of  expired  carbon,  to  the  circum- 
staneee  tinder  which  the  body  is  plaeed.  Hoffinan  haa 
clearly  shewn  that  it  is  in  direct  ratio  to  the  amount 
of  muscular  activity;  and  Aadral  and  GaTarrst  have 
ascertained  that  the  quantity  increaaea  with  the  iacrsaao 
of  the  maacalar  system,  and  is  laifer  in  men  thaa 
women.— 'See  Dr.  Day*s  Report  on.Chemistiy,  "  Half- 
Yearly  Abstraot."  vol.  1»  p.  295.] 

••'11.  Lemaitre  lias  exUliiled  mther  vapour  In  t^o 
losaea  of  epUepey  s  in  one  an  attack  auperrened  after 
each  inhalation,  but  it  was  mueh  modified  In  cliaracter. 
In  the  other  caae,  the  attacks  were  suspended  entiielj 
as  long  as  the  patient  waa  under  observation. 

MEW  MODE   OF  DKBaSINO  WOCItDt. 

M.  BaudeQs  described  a  new  mode  of  causing 
adhesion  of  wounded  surfaces^  which  he  is  in  the  dailj 
habit  of  employing.  It  consists  in  placing  a  bandage 
circularly  above  the  wound,  if  an  amputation,  with 
a  strong  pin  placed  In  it,  so  that  ita  point  and  head 
projects  from  the  bandage;  a  skein  of  cotton  Is  then 
wound  from  one  to  the  other  over  the  flaps,  which  are 
thus  kept  in  apposition  by  a  network  of  threads.  Tim 
advantage  of  the  plan  Is  stated  to  be  its  coolueea,  and 
the  freedom  with  which  the  dischargee  are  allowed  to 
drain  away. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEBDINGS  OF  THE 
ACADEMIE  DE  MEDBCINfi. 

PROPHYLAXIS  OF  STPHILI8. 

■ 

M.  Gibertread  a  memoir  on  this  subject,  in  which 
1w  propoeed  that  a  lotion  ot  the  bichloride  of  merowj 
should  be  used  after  a  suspicious  connection,  basing 
his  belief  in  its  protective  power  on  the  known  effects 
of  mercury  over  the  disease,  and  the  poMiblHty  of 
destroying  the  virus  by  local  means.  There  waa  little 
or  no  discussion  upon  this  paper,  many  of  the  mem- 
bers being  of  opinion  that  It  was  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  morality  to  take  any  steps  to  render  the 
results  of  criminal  intercourse  of  the  sexes  Innoouona. 

OLANDEUS. 

As  immediately  connected  with  the  above  sufgects, 
M.  Renault  introduced  some  Interesting  observationa 
reepecting  the  transmission  and  incubation  of  animal 
poisons  in  general,  illustrating  his  views  by  the  more 
particular  consideration  of  the  poison  of  glanders.  If. 
Renault  has  endeavoured  to  determine  the  length  of 
tloM  after  which  the  poison  may  be  arrested.  He 
inoculated  aevoral  animals  and  then  sought  to  solve 
the  question  by  cauterisifl^  or  removing  the  part  at 
different  intervals  of  time.  As  the  result  of  his  esEperi- 
ment,U  appears,  that  neither  cauterization  nor  excisio& 
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3iM  any  yower  to  infpond  tb«  openitloii  of  the  poiton 
ODM  that  lu  effeoti  hare  been  manifested.  A  iimiiar 
veaark  baa  been  made  bj  M.  Boaeqaet,  with  lespeet 
to  the  Taeeine  Tirns ;  that  gentleman  baa  foond  that 
Iba.destniction  of  the  Taeeine  Teside  immediately  after 
ita  eommeneement  doea  not  do  awaj  with  the  immn- 
nily  afforded  bj  it,  and  therefore  that  the  matnration 
of  the  feiicle  is  not  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  individna].  We  shonld  regard  this  assertion  as 
wanting  coroboration. 


'f  I 


aiBvmRvmtA  rmou  cARTMAKiBsa. 

H.  Bonillaud  caHed  attention  to  the  oiitnmstance 
that  albamen  may  appear  in  the  urine  as  the  resnlt'of 
the  irriUdon  of  cantharideSy  as  in  the  application  of 
blisters.  This  commonieation  gare  rise  to  a  brief 
discussion,  in  which  MM.  Rayer,  Martin  Solon,  and 
Morean  took  part.  M.  Martin  Solon  pointed  oat  the 
diiRBrenee  between  the  nrine  thus  affected  and  th«i«f 
Bright's  disease.  In  the  first,  the  albnmen  is  oriy 
■ntpended  in  the  nrine,  In  the  second  it  is  oombined 
with  it.  M .  Morean  alluded  to  the  preaenee  of  albumen 
in  puerperal  convulsions,  a  fact  pointed  out  by  Dr. 
Xerer  long  before  it  was  known  in  France. 

Letters  upon  the  same  sobject  were  sobseqnently 
eommunicaied  by  M.  Moret  LaTall^e  and  M.  Vemois. 
The  former  has  described  the  affection  under  the  term 
**  Cystite  Cantharidien/'  and  admits  three  stages, — one 
in  which  the  albumen  is  in  solution ;  the  second  in  which 
it  coagulates  spontaneously,  and  subsides  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bladder ;  the  third  in  which  it  appears  as  false 
aembraaes  of  Tarious  consistence. 

M.  Vemois,  who  has  continued  the  researches  of  the 
former  writer,  has  examined  the  urine  aAer  and  before 
the  application  of  blisters,  in  cases  in  which  albominuria 
is  not  unusually  present.  He  found  that  in  twenty- 
six  males,  whose  urine  was  free  from  albumen  preTioos 
to  the  applicatioii  of  the  blister,  it  became  albuminous 
sobsequently  in  sixteen;  in  twenty-six  females,  it  was 
discovered  in  only  three.  These  remarks  are  not 
without  their  raloe,  as  regards  the  pathological  imped- 
ance of  albuminous  urine. 

UTHOTKITT. 

At  a  subsequent  sitting,  a  discussion,  not  yet  finished, 
was  eommenoed  on  the  oomparatire  merits  of  lithotomy 
Uthotrity,  and  the  applicability  of  mther  in  those  opera- 
tions. There  were  no  new  arguments  adduced  by 
either  party  which  bear  repetition,  we  therefore  only 
^▼e  the  reanlts  of  M.  Ciriale's  experience,  as  detailed 
by  himself.  From  1834  to  1830,  he  states  that  he 
visited  506  cases  of  stone,  307  of  which  were  lithotritizedy 
and  199  were  unfit  for  the  operation.  Of  the  former 
number  there  were— 

Between  the  ages  of  7  and  20—9 

SO  „  40  —    55 
40  «  50  —  10(5 
60  »  80  —  138 
906  were  cured,  3  only  relieved,  7  died. 

He  also  related  other  cases  seen  subsequent  to  the 
aboie  date^  making  in  all  591  eases  in  which  he  bad 
operated.  Of  these  he  aaserta  that  566  were  cored, 
14  wen  UM,  and  11  were  Ineonplete  coxei. 


•Mmujiio  sTircauis. 

This  is  the  name  given  by  M.  Deemarrea  to  • 
phenomenon  exhibited  by  the  eyes  of  two  patlente  whO' 
had  been  operated  upon  for  eataraet,  and  which  eoniista 
in  the  appearance  of  sparkling  pointa  deeply  seated  in 
the  eye.  He  does  not  consider  tlutt  this  uppearanoa 
is  due  to  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies,  but  that  it  la 
caused  by  a  softening  of  the  vitrsous  body,  and  an 
ulceration  in  the  hyaloid  membrane,  portiona  of  which 
being  bent  upon  itself,  reflect  instead  of  refraetlng  lights 

M.  Tavignot  ooneiders  the  brilliant  pointt  to  be  oaosed 
by  the  presence  of  corpuscles  of  cholesterine,  aoch  aa 
are  seen  in  the  floid  of  hydrocele,  &e.,  and  M.  Malgaign» 
is  of  the  same  opinion. 

BEREDITART  NATORV  OF  MADNBSS. 

M.  Pros  reported  on  a  memoir  of  M.  BaiUargei^ 
which  contains  the  following  conclusion  :'-»l.  Madness 
in  the  mothor  is  most  to  be  feared,  and  is  transmitted 
to  the  greatest  number  of  children.  3.  The  madness 
on'the  mother's  side  is  more  likely  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  girls  than  the  boys. 


AN£CDOT£S  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION* 

( Continued fiom  page  A\%,) 

No.  X.— After  stating  that  he  had  instructed  some 
convalescents  to  wait  upon  those  more  asrionsly  aflfocted 
with  the  plague,  many  of  whom  again  sufiered  from  if, 
coDtrsry  to  the  opinion  of  some  celebrated  writers,  who 
hsd  asserted  that  no  one  wonld  suflbr  ftom  it  a  second 
time  in  one  sesson,  Desgeoettes  says,— It  was  t» 
encouTsge  the  minds  and  sliaken  courage  of  the  army, 
that  in  the  middle  of  the  hospital,  I  dipped  a  lancet  iir 
the  pns  of  a  bubo,  existiog  in  a  convalescent  who  had 
suffered  in  the  first  degree,  and  that  I  made  a  slight 
puncture  in  the  groin  and  the  arm*pit,  without  taking 
any  other  precaatioos,  than  of  washing  myself  with  water 
and  sosp,  which  were  brought  to  me.  I  had  for  more 
tlian  three  weeks  two  small  poinU  of  inflammatiooy 
corresponding  to  the  two  punctures,  which  were  yet  very 
tender,  when,  on  my  return  from  Acre,  I  bathed  in  sight 
of  one  division  of  the  army,  in  the  bath  of  Cassrea. ' 

I  believe  that  I  incurred  more  danger,  with  a  less 
usefal  end,  when  being  invited  by  the  quarter-master  of 
the  75ib  demi-brigade,  an  hour  before  his  death*  to  drink 
from  his  glass  a  part  of  his  potion,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  give  him  that  encouragement.  This  eircumstanoef 
which  occurred  before  a  great  number  of  witnesses^ 
operated  remaritably  in  removing  the  dread  of  the 
Paymaster  of  the  cavalry,  Durand,  who  fbuud  bioMilf  Ia 
the  tent  of  an  inffpcted  person. 

Berthollet  told  me  one  day  that  he  was  led  to  bdiere 
that  the  contagion  was  often  eonmunlcated  by  the  organs 
of  deglutition  by  means  of  the  saliva;  whether  ii  was 
that  the  opinion  of  the  great  chemist  was  too  grJMtly 
present  to  my  mind,  ot  indeed,  that  it  is  in  hnman  natore 
not  to  have  at  all  llBes  the  same  asMniht  6T  resolntkm, 
I  took  afterwards  in  the  desert  with  «xtreBieTe|Nigiaiieey 
foliowed  by  distresshig  reflectloas,  some  water  efltHcd  to 
ne  in  recognition  by  the  same  soldier,  peilKUy  eutd. 
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^rlurinni  Ajfonhcd  inc  with  tiTB  pus  Iqt  vy  6xp6i i uwiit".""'" 
^iito^  MkUcaU  d$  PArwOtt  iT  Ortmipof  Detgenetiei, 
p.  97, 

Ko.'XI.««GtiieAil  9iilMMi|»rte  '<litd  »•  fonmiMitfi  to 
liis  t«nt,^wlk«r^li«  wu  «Km6-#ittr  ^it  lehi^  iiUV  oflle^rr 
After  k'slMri  pretiobhc  upon  our  fttiiillriry  eondit&OD, 
he  §M,  *  In  joor  plae^  I  woald  tormliiite-  at  -miee  tin 
•oflbriilgfirf  dor  pitgaa  ptttnts^  and  pat  -an.  eod  to  fhe' 
dangerr^rtUi  which  we  are  threafeHed,  by  giftof -then 
opiam.*  I  aoswered  rfmply,  •'My  amy  Is  to  saw/' 
^hoOoiMnl  thou  calmly  unfolded  his  Idea,  saying  tbM 
ho  oaiy  rteomaaeaded  for  otheTs,  what,  under  siioilar' 
ctremHaBees,  ho  shoold  teqnire'  for  MnseU.  He  begged 
me  to  ohserre-abo,  that  ho  was  charged  WHh  the  safety 
of  the  armyi  and,  of  oeuise,  to  prerent  oor  ahmdoned 
inralids  from  faUtng.  alire  by  the  Tarkish  scimitar. 
''I  do  not  seek'*  continaed  he,  *'lo  overcome  yonr 
Tepognance,  biat  I  tbiok  I  ^all  find  those  who  will 
apprfciate  better  my  meaning." 

General  Bertfaier  remained  silent  during  this  conversa- 
tion, bat  he  told  me  directly  after,  that  he  appro?ed  of  my 
tefusal.  It  was  not  until  oor  return  to  Jaffa,  and  not 
until  which,  I  can  attest,  that  they  gave  to  some  of  the 
sick.  In  the  mmibec  of  tweftty«ftfe  or  thirty,  a  strong 
dose  of  laudanum.  Some  rejected  it  by  vomiting  and 
were 'relieved,  recovered,  and  related  all  which  had 
passed.— 0/>.  CUn  p.  245. 

No.  Xll.-^At  lenglh  he  (Dr.  Jackson,)  became  a  pri* 
goner  to  the  AaMrkan  eoBMBauderyGeneral  Morgan,  under 
circnmatascesao  highly  honourable  both  to  the  conqueror 
and  l»ki  captivoy  thai  they  cannot  fiiU  to  excite  admiration. 
During:  the  heal  of  the  action*  fought  at  Cowpens  by  a 
dif  tsioa  of  the  British  army,  nnder  disadvaatagca  of  un* 
favoaiable  poeilioa  and  numerical  inforiority,at  a  moment 
when  the  issue  of  the  battle  waa  no  longer  doubtful ; 
Mr.  Jackson,  who  happened  to  be  well  mounted,  per- 
ceiving that  ihe  hone  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
British  troops  had  been  shot  under  him,  immediately 
rode  up  to  the  dismounted  commander,  and  tendered  to 
him  the  horse  he  was  riding  himself,  remarking,  that  for 
his  own  part  he'was  but  an  obscure  individoal,  whose  escape 
could  have  hot  little  beneficial  ioftoence,  but  that  his 
(the  officer's)  safety  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
army.  The  commander,  Colonel  (afterwards  General) 
TarMon,  thus  pressed,  accepted,  though  relueUntly,  the 
generoue  offiur,  and  escaped.  This  is  trnly  in  harmony 
with  tho  ioely4ialan<ed  faculties  of  his  mind,  evinciog 
traits  of  Roman  heroism,  deserving  to  be  held  in  remem- 
brance in  nuUtary  leoords.  •AtthisBMrneat,  Mr.  Jackson's 
presence  of  mtod  did  not  foruke  him.  Seeing  that  the 
wounded'  British  Were  already  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
and  that  ha  must  be  captured,  instead  of  waiting  till  the 
anemy  placed  hands  upon  him,  hoHEtotened  his* white 
handketuUef  tb  hia  watting-stbk,  and  boldly  stalked 
towaids  Ihe  Americans  asa  flag  of  truce*  Being  asked 
what  he  had  to  s*y,beaasweied  **{  am  assistant-suigeou' 
io  the7M  B^iBsenti  mauy  of  ihe  men  are  wounded 
and inyour handl }  I thcMlire aemo  to ofef  my  servioes 
to  attend  them/':  A  pawNs  oemiig  with  a  flag  under 
anc^ .  misenmetoasii  appni^iig^  a  somewhat  ea^pi^ous 
mttiviihft%a»oQBdiMtodi»^^lhe  Mirat  a  priiQiier.    He 


was,'howevnr;  hr  aH  respects  well  treated;  and  ocenpieil  ''^^ 
hintfsfetffftaV  uiKht'  Yfi  tending  the  wounded';  and  lii'^'' 
deiitnlt'bf  dressings  for  them,  he  disrobed  hitaiself  of  \k\M  ^^ 
only  irtif  K,  ahd  tore  it  up  into  bandagei.  This  action  waft  ''* 
truly  charaeterlitie  of  the  man,  simple,  prompt,  iod  "' 
practically  benevolent.  Through  ttfo  it  wu  the'  sgme;  "' 
he  was  always  ready  to  ttcrifice'himself  for  the  good^  of  ' 
others;  and  whatever  he  had  was  freely,  and  cordi«lty»* ' 
but)  quietly  and  modestly,  at  the  command  of  inffering  * 
and  distVefs. 

Jbczt  .morning  ha  was  sent  for,  and  examined  by 
Celonel  Waahiuftoai  to  whom  ho  toadeied  hl»iiwhisiwisl 
assistance  for  the  American  wounded  also,  which  waa* 
readily  and  courteously  accepted;  oor  was  the  spirit  of   .. 
^the  offer  forgotten  by  a  generous  epemyt    This  truly    ., 
noble  conduct,  indeed,  attracted  general  notios^  and  so  . 
greatly  plessed  the  American  General, .that  as  soon  u .. 
the  British  wounded  could  be  exehaogedf  our  gallant  medi- 
cal .officer  was  sent  back  with  tliem,  no  parole  being., 
required,  nor  exchange  demanded. 

The  anecdote  relatire  to  General  Tarleton,  stated  above, 
wss  not  communicated  by  Dr.  Jackson  bimseU,  but  by  aa 
officer  serving  in  Tarleton's  brigade  at  the  time  as  a 
csptain,  namely,  the  lato  Colonel  Hofenden,  who  was    , 
present  in  the  action,  and  therefore  an  eye-witness  of, 
(he  fkct.    When  Dr.  Jackson,  in  after  life,  was  referred 
to  in  terms  of  surprise  that  he  had  never  mentioned  tho 
circumstance,  (and  one  especially  that  did  him  so  much, 
credit  for  patriotic  disinterestedness,)  even  to  his  intimate 
friends,  and  being  pointedly  questioned  regarding  its 
authenticity,  his  short,  simple,  and  modest  reply  was» 
"  It  is  true." 

It  would  have  afforded  us,  for  the  honour  of  human, 
nature,  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  enter  upon  this  brief 
record,  a  demonstratiou  of  General  Tarleton*s  grateful 
recollection  of  the  service  done  to  him  by  Mr.  Jack^ouj 
in  the  hour  of  rout  and  dsnger;  for  psioful  as  may  bo 
the  task,  it  is  right  to  mention,  that  in  his  histoiy, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton  is  altogether  silent  on  this 
remarkable  instance  of  duty  and  devotion,  and  to  which 
perhapa  he  owed  his  life,  as  he  most  certainly  did  his 
liberty  and  capability  of  usefulness.  General  Tarletoa 
may  possibly  have  carried  in  his  own  bosom  a  sense  of 
the  obligation,  though  a  difikieiiee,neitlier  very  intolligable 
nor  laudable,  may  have  aealed  his  lips  and  his  pen- 
respecting  It.  The  silence  of  Dr.  Jackson  and  his  friends- 
is  quite  as  ezpremive  in  another  way  as  Lieutenaiil^ 
Colonel  Tarleton's.  It  tells  of  unrequited  service^ 
unappreciated  generostty»  and  nnrewaided  darotioa  la 
public  principle. 

At  another  time  during  the  American  irar  JacfcMi 
displayed  equal  braveiy  and  contempt .  of  daagar* 
After  one  of  the  battles^  when  the  British  troops  veie 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Comwallis^.  and  waiU-.- 
retteaUng,  a  building  into  which  the  sick  and  srouuded 
had  been  carried;  waanddledhy  the  shot  of  the  enemy, 
and  visiting  it,  became  so  dangerous  that  the  surgeons 
proposal  casting  lots  to  deteimina  which  of  them  shonU 
go  and  attend  the  wounded  aoUtora.-  Jackson^  «hoee 
Mings  wen  ever  alive  to  the  suiBBihigs  ef.h|sfoli^<n 
acaatorcs,  was  present,.and  when  .the  propcfal.FW  BWdd^. ' 
to  him,  he  said.  'No,  dO|  I  wiU  go  pmd  tAt^i  timA 
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;  'and  1k'0  '&  90;'^  Bid^UpMtiif  'Meminr  of'Ttdberi  ]Vf  t»tt1iiioiiary 'j^ptotst^nddtir  >hfcfa  he  Vftd'  l^f<^e 
Idnit  Sctmmy  of  4rmei:  *nutt  Edition. "1845.  p.  34. 


'  -^  XII?.^fMkritq»  the  r«(re8l  frt)m  "MoseoW/tfaii  passage 
''W  iW BUttfOni  ihiB  th^'ltfdn  terriflc.  'The  ^^fdge» 
MvtMl  <towfi,  thd  tfenrtaelfay  poising  in  all  dlrectidn^ 
r.-MOiM'^'mnt'tefldfol:  baroe  and  -oODfusioo;  Qothiog 
,-4ii»  to«l»a  hiard  Ut  Ihtvciee  of.thoBfeaods  Ir9iid60««ade|r 
^teitliQr  ibaif  attange  ft^gliboarft  i  -BotMng  to  beseen  bu^ 


'^blftrea'tftal^ed  Kittk  in  1831  ttf  prdeeed  td  Italy.  '  da 
i^ai;  Hdwe'ter,  able  tl>  pan  (he'wfnM'  1882.8  M  Soot- 
land,  did  in  tbo  iMtor  year  to  reiftmd  Blfe  praetioe.'  In 
1838  bo  W8t  ajjpointed'  PlijBlclaD  In  Otdttary'tb  liia 
Kingiina  Qtt^en  of  tbo  Biflgiani,  ind  Hffne'^trC  MIo'ikfht 
attODdad  the  royal  faanily  in  Bmiaelt,  hhK  th^  ctfnia'td 
I^roTlng  tfn/ato>irabl^  to  him,  an  aTCfming  rottam  of 
the  i^tilmonary  sytdptoini  aVrtipiry  ientKiih  ha^k  to 
recmil  his  health  ihhis  naiire  land.  ^  SobBaqnenlly  he 


b4aaliMlioa  •anl  ileipairl     Oo  ihat  iaU|  day  Lairejr '  ^conlinaed  to  act  as  ConsnltiDg  Physician  td  iUit 


>oDaaiJf  Mra  aiafiictf  to-hiaanneiy  tb  prMerraaomecaies 
f-i<i0  anigiaalr-iailninanla.  The  profeammal  ntpeet  ii 
,<.irbi«lihirwaa  Wd  aaved  his  life.  -Kdacoaer  itaa-he 
.  MiMiBiaMk  4haa  Oia .  Ffeneh  JolilianirN«wd]eafr  of  their 
•*-•»« ialiif»tpa8lMtdli«!Akii}|^  evec  their  heads  froai  one 
I  tfiMeiheff  tiU  hecteaaed  lhfr4>Bl3r«niy  bridge  leanioiog;. 


•  XIVw*-In  theaaadiMent  of  Charted  IX;,(ifae  bigetfe^ 
r-vui  hMialeon  of-  Htary  IL,)  of  Franeei  to  hie  eaiyeoD, 
,-»Mibeoa0FM^»  vehave  a  Hogalar  inalanee  of  medical 
f  .«8diti  sveitinit  i^t  misefabi*  ibte  at  the  manere  of 
'  8\l  BaAhalenews'^hfeh  do  other  ^eteins  of  paMie  0^ 
Viprfrme Mrif^ aor any oonuetion  of  iHendship^idteraa^ 
>.M  Meodyirere  abis  to  prerent.  Cberlee  shot  Mm  ap  Iq 
*  hto««nNem>eayiog^Itia<Aetrightlbr>attaBaeitaefQl 

40  tha  worU  to-  perish  in  snch  a  maimer,"^  I9'WM'# 

Nuga  ChirurgiC€ei  page  245. 
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'  NOTICE  OP  THE  LATB  DR.  ANDREW  COMBE, 

OF  EDINBURGH, 

{The/ellowing  Mef  notice  of  a  highly  intiaiectBal 

•  and  acooapttshed  physician,  and  most  amiable  man, 
'  the  late  Dr»  Andrew  Combe,  will  not  be  nnacoeptable  to 

the   members    of   the   Provincial   Association,    and 
we  have  only  to  regret  that  onr  limits  do  not  allow 
ns  to  give  the  memoir  from  which  it  is  condensed  at ' 
,  greater- length.] 

Dt,  qoasbe  waa  bom  at  Bdkibnrgh,  on  the  37th  of 
Oetober,  1997.    His  lather,  who  was  UMaarirable  for  his 

'  voith  and  onassnming  manners,  had  married  In  1775 
a  danghter  >f  Abram  M^wton,  Esq.,  of  CnrriehiU. 
Fnas  tiUa -anion  sprang  a^ltaiily  of  seventeen  chUdren, 

'  af  wham  Dr.iOembe  waa  the  fifteehai  child  and  seventh 

•  aaiw  BiwftpggTOethiwIghtlieittaaieottrse  of  tnitwction 
at  the  High  School,  he  waa  b<Mmd'apprentice  to  the  late 
BttuyJohnatcm,  Esq.,  mfgeon  in  Edinbnrgh ;  and  in 
1817  took  hie  envgeon's  dfploma.    With  the  vfew  of 

^  Jftt^et  ^ra^^fjHng  hfnnelf  tot  medical  practice,  he'next 

". vepalred  to'Paris,  where  two  years  were  laboifoniAy 

'^^Bpma  tmder  tha  talHon   of    Dupnytren,   Esqnirol, 

"^j^ttbeimy  &c.    In  WS»  he  Degan  to  practise  in 

Edinbnrgh,  and  about  two  years  later  took  there  hi^ 

medical  degree.     The  conscientiousness,  kindliness^ 

and  sagacity,  which  he  displayed  as  a  physician,  and  ' 

the  extensive  knowledge  he- had  -acquired  of  his  pro# 

isaaion,  speedily  brought  him  a  flourishing  practice^ 

whloh  became  every  year  more  extensive,  till  a  retum 


Hsjeaties,  and  occaaibnally  paid  them  a  visit  Ahout 
six  ot  seven  years  ago'  he  was  appdtnted  one  of  the 
Physicians  Extraordinary  to  the  Qheehitt  Sbdttkn'd,. 
and  aftefwarda  obe  of  her'Hajesty's'Phyriclana  in 
Ordinary  in  that  |iart  of  (he  United  Kingdom.  '  Re 
was  also  A  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  'PHysidana 
of '  EdinVnrgh,  and  a  Corresponding  Iffember  of  tha 
Imperial  and  Royal  Society  of  Physicians  of  Tiehna. 

Dr.  ComWs  death  took  place  at  Qdrgie  Uill,  near 
Edinburgh,  on  Monday,  the  9lh  of  August;  When  ha 
had  nearly  attained  the  age  of  fifty  years.  Since 
1820  he  had  laboured  under  pulmonary  oohinmptiony 
which  frequently  interrupted  his  practice,  compeHed 
him  to  spend  many  winters  in  France,  Italy,  or 
Madeira,  and  at  length,  by  whblly  unfitting  him  for 
the  active  duties  of  his  profession,  gave  him  thatleisura 
which  he  turned  to  so  excellent  account  in  (he  pre- 
paration of  bis  well-known  works  on  health  and  educa> 
tion.  In  April  last,  hoping  to  receive  benefit  frpm,a 
voyage,  he  paid  a  short  visit  to  the  United  States ;  and 
although  this  hope  was  disappointed,  his  health  did 
not  appear  to  have  soffered  from  the  exertion,  and  it 
was  not  till  within  a  few  days  of  his  death  that  hia 
condition  beeame-alarming.  The  immediate  cause  of 
that  fatal  event  was  chronic  disease  of  the  bowels, 
which  suddenly  came  to  a  crisis.  His  sufibrings  were 
slight,  and  he  displaced  to  the  end  that  pheev|alness 
and  serenity  which  was  a  prominent  feature  of  his 
character  daring  life. 

The  works  by  which  Dr»  Combe  is  best  known  lo  t|^a 
pablic  are— '<  The  Principles  of  Physiology  apg^tlied  to 
the  Preservation  of  Health,  and  to  4he  Improvement  of 
Physieal  and  Mental  Education,*'  of .  which  twelra 
editions  have  been  called  for  aince  ita  first  appearanca 
in  1884;  *<.The  Phyaioiogy  of  Digeetion  oonMdeied 
nithfielaUon  to  the PsUioiples  of  Dieletica/'iarigiafliBy 
pahlssbed  in  ISSa^aad  aow in iheaavesIA  edition ;  and 
« A  Treatise  en  the  Piiyaiolegieal  and  Motel  llaBage 
ment  ollsftmoyi  for  tlie  ase  of  Parents,  of  laUeh-Qia 
ifstildition  oame  out  in  1840,  and  the  4«lk  in  iha 
ptfeaeatyear.  He  also.  paUiafaed  in  1831  .<^Ohsarva- 
tiona  an  Mental  Derangement;  being  aa  a|if|^ieatibn«f 
the  ]?1dadplas  of  PhrenDlogy  to  the  SIneidatiOB  of-  tha 
CB«ee,S/mpttfm%Natare»  and  XreatmeM  of  fetemity;* 
ft  work  which  has  long  J>een  enft  of  ^nt;  aad  •aeit* 
tribnted  savaral  essays  and  papera^to  the  Ehwulaglrtd 
Journal,  and  lathe  Kraaaaottons  of  tha  Ifctemelpgldhl 
Sealety,  of  wlilch  te  waa  a:laaAM9  meabeiv  •  All -Ms 

weike  an  auupked'hy  a.^pasnUaweanaatasH^^taeiiMtr* 
and atasplldliP^ehnBOIartslla  el  tyuii— Jiai..'? T44^ 
■niii4w  aseribedi«i«A  oMh»iiKtHiOiiHnij  ■■HWig 
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Uioj  have  mot  with,  aa4  on  this  qnali^  pii4oiibtodlj 
-vftU  no  ftmaU  portion  of  their  aoknowladged  utilitf. 
ThoM^  howover,  who  look  below  the  sarfaoe,  will 
not  fail  to  Iraoe  a  doep  philoiophioal  tpitit  as  per. 
Taking  them,  eomething  arising  from  a  perfeot  appre- 
hension of,  and  a  perfect  allegience  to,  the  nataral  rale 
4ft  God  in  onr  being. 

The  personal  character  and  private  life  of  Dr. 
jCombe  formed  a  beautifol  and  harmonioas  commentary 
npon  hit  writings.  In  the  bosom  of  his  family  and 
the  limited  social  circle  to  which  his  weak  heaUb 
confined  him,  he  was  the  same  benignant  and  gentle 
behig  whom  the  world  finds  addressing  it  in  these 
compositions.  The  same  clear  sagacious  intelligence, 
the  same  entire  right-mindedneu,  shone  in.  his  con- 
Tersation.  An  answer  to  any  query  put  to  him,  whether 
respecting  professional  or  miscellaneous  matters,  was 
precisely  like  a  passage  of  one  of  his  books,  earnest, 
direct,  and  conclusive.  Whatever,  moreover,  he  called 
.upon  others  to  do  or  to  avoid,  that  he  did,  and  that  he 
•avoided,  in  his  own  course  of  life,  for  doctrine  with 
him  was  not  something  to  be  treated  as  external  to 
himself,  but  as  the  expression  of  a  system  of  divine 
appointment  of  which  he  was  a  part.  To  his  rigid 
though  unostentatious  adherence  to  the  natural  laws 
which  he  explained,  it  was  owing  that  he  sustained 
himself  for  many  years  in  a  certain  measure  of  health 
and  exemption  from  suffering,  while  labouring  under 
the  consumptive  tendency  which  finally  cut  short 
his  career.  The  character  of  Dr.  Combe  made  its 
best  impression  in  his  perfect  simplicity,  and  the 
nntiring  energy  of  his  practical  benevolence.  Here 
xesided  the  true  charm  of  his  nature,  and  that  which 
made  him  the  beloved  of  all  who  knew  him. 


TESTIMONY  TO  MEDICAL  MEN. 

Tkie  following  short  notices  of  two  esteemed  mem- 
bers of  the  ProTinctal  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
Mr.  HiddlestoD,  of  Leeds,  and  Mr.  Storrs,  of  Doncaster, 
both  of  whom  bare  lately  fallen  victims  to  fever,  are 
extracted  from  the  local  papers  .*— 

"  A  most  painful  instance  of  this  fatality  to  which 
medical  men  are  especially  exposed,  has  occurred 
within  the  past  week,  in  the  death  of  a  most  excellent 
and  devoted  yonng  man,  Mr.  Hiddleston,  of  the  Leeds 
House  of  Recovery.  He  had  l>een  the  resident  surgeon 
of  that  ittstitntion  for  eight  years,  and  during  that 
time  he  bad  had  five  attacks  of  fever*  Daring  the  late 
pestilence^  his  exertions,  as  on  all  previous  oecasiona, 
have  been  indefatigable.  The  poor  have  regarded  ham 
«•  a  friend  and  a  benefactor.  He  had  kind  serrioes 
and  gentle  words  for  all.  He  was  ever  a  welcome 
riaitor  in  the  homes  of  the  humble,  and  his  loss  will 
be  widely  felt,  and  sincerely  lamented.  To  his  aisiive 
and  nntiring  ezertiona,  in  a  rery  great  measore,  has 
iMen  owing  the  efficiency  of  the  hospital  of  which 
ht  waa  the  nodical  oflioer,  now  one  of  the  moat 
ozceUent  and  niefnl  charitiat  in  Leeds.  Though 
hit  len^imeffatioii  was  of  the  slendereit  kind,  and, 
perhaps,  aeoeHarily  lo,  he  labonred  for  it  as  if  in  it 
vwtiamtid  hit  Mle  tetoM.    He  ww  iaderal^le 


also  in  his  exertions  hi  aid  of  the  litqrsjqr  institatloM 
of  the  town;  for  some  years  acting  as  a  asembcr  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Mechanics  Institution,  and  alao» 
as  a  voinnteer  lecturer,  for  which  his  richly-stored  aiid 
higbly-coltivated  mind  eminently  qoalified  him.  Bat 
this  bMve  and  devoted  OMn  has  fallen  at  hie  peat,  aftd 
we  movm  his  lees  as  that  of  a  hero."— Xeaii  Timm* 

"  Amongst  the  numerous  medical  practltionen  who 
Have  fallen  victims  tb  the  virulence  of'  the  fever, 
I  brought  into  this  country  by  the  Irish  immigrants,  it  is 
our  painful  task  to  record  onr  sincerely  lameoted 
townsman,  Mr.  Storrs;  he  sank  after  an  fllness  of 
abont  three  week's  duration.  Mr.  Storra  being  the 
medical  attendant  of  the  Doncaster  Union  Workbouiey 
had  been  exposed  during  some  months  t^  the  destrvc* 
tive  influence  of  the  epidemic  famine  fever ;  a  less 
bnmane,  a  less  conscientious  man  might  have  eseapMI 
unscathed.  When  we  say  that  Mr.  Storra*s  assidnitjy 
and  practical  humanity  would  not  allow  him  to  neglect 
the  meanest  and  poorest  of  his  fellow  men,  we  utter  a 
truth  which  will  find  an  echo  thioaghoot  thia  Iowa 
and  neighbourhood.  He  has  died  on  the  field  of  duty, 
and  goes  to  the  grave  with  a  character  esteemed  and 
respected  by  ihooaanda.  Mr.  Storra  was  in  hie  forty- 
seventh  year ;  he  practised  in  thia  town  npwarde  of 
twenty-foar  years,  with  credit  and  anecess.  He  hse 
left  a  widow  and  twelve  children  to  monm  the  appalUoi^ 
loss  of  a  devoted  hasband,  and  moat  affecfioBate  and 
anxious  father." — Doneoiter  CkrtmicU, 

The  subjoined  comments  of  the  Editor  of  the  LhA 
Timeif  to  which  the  loss  of  Mr.  Hiddleston  gives  rise» 
are  a  just  testimony  to  the  merits  of  a  large  dasa  of 
our  medical  bretheo  :— 

'*  Let  us  do'  justice  also  to  another  class  of  men 
^ill-remunerated  and  hard-worked,  almost  beyond 
belief,  save  of  those  who  know  the  extent  of  their 
labours; — we  mean  the  medical  attendants  of  the 
poor.  These  men  brave  death  in  all  its  aspects,  often 
without  the  slighest  hope  of  reward.  Wherever  they 
are  called,  they  go;  following  and  unshrinkingly  doiqg 
their  duty— often  unthanked.  They  spend  and  are 
spent— labour  and  toil  till  their  strength  fails  and  their 
heart  sickens,  and  then  the  fiever  fiastena  on  them. 
Many  are  the  anigeons  in  Leeds  and  in  other  towns^ 
who  have  been  stricken  down  by  the  pestilence  whiolt 
still  stalks  abroad  among  ns.  Generally  they  are  the 
young ;  for  it  is,  we  believe,  one  of  the  conditaooa  of 
the  profession,  that  the  yonng  men  commencing  pnc« 
tice  most  first  labour  among  the  poorest  clsMesy  ead 
thia  daring  the  best  years  of  their  life*" 

"How  much  more  are  men  such  as  these  to  be 


esteemed  than  your  great  warriors  and  conqneron  of 
the  earth !  One  true  man  of  this  stamp  is  worth  a 
whole  wilderness  of  Railway  Kings!  And  yet  they 
pass  silently  thaongh  life,  and  fame  never  tells  of 
them.  The  greatest  heroes  of  all  are  men  whom  the 
wodd  knows  not  of!" 
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fidantai  inunittntt* 

THE  LONDON  AND  PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL 

DIRECTORY. 

^We  trnit  tliat  the  aanovDConeal  rMpeotfaig  the 
•IniiiBg  of  the  cimiUur,  by  the  eiifcor  of  this  work,  in 
»  recent  nuniber  of  ihU  Joamalj  has  not  eeceped  the 
aotiee  of  par  readeri.  To  aHist  in  rendering  such  * 
work  correct  it  for  the  advantage  of  oTerj  gennine 
member  of  the  profeMion,  and  we  wonld  nrge  upon 
the  members  of  the  Provincial  Aaeodation  not  to  be 
behind  others  of  their  medical  brethren  in  retnming 
answers  to.the  oirealars,  containing  all  such  particulars 
as  it  is  desirable  shoold  be  known.  No  care  noir 
-attention  on  the  part  of  the  editor  can  avail  in  render- 
ing the  work  what  it  might  be,  a  faithful  and  correct 
index  to  the  profession,  unless  the  members  will  them- 
aelvea  give  the  information  which  is  required  to  mark 
them  diitinctlj^  as  legitimately  belonging  to  it* 


SANITARY  COMMISSION. 

Lord  Robert  Grosvenor,  Dr.  Sonthwood  Smith, 
Professor  Owen,  Mr.  Chadwick,  and  Mr.  L.  Jones, 
liave  been  appointed  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the 
neans  necessary  to  be  adopted  for  the  improrement 
•of  the  eanitary  condition  of  London. 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHOLERA. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to  announce  the  almost 
ahnnltaneous  appearance  of  the  cholera  in  several 
prorinoes  of  Russia.  Moscow,  Smolensko,  Plescow, 
Bigf^  and  Odessa,  are  all  suffering  under  the  disease, 
and  there  is  but. too  much  reason  to  apprehend  its 
spread  throughout  Europe. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  JAMES  MASH,  ESQ. 

On  Friday,  (Sept.  10th,)  a  very  handsome  silver  ink- 
atand  value  forty  guineas,  was  presented  to  Mr.  James 
Mash,  of  Northampton,  bearing  the  following  inserip- 
tion:— ^Thb  testimonial  was  presented  to  James 
Mash,  Esq.,  House  Surgeon  to  the  Northampton 
General  Infirmary,  by  the  late  pupils  of  that  Institntion, 
and  some  of  the  General  Practitioners  of  the  town 
and  neighbourhood,  as  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem 
for  Jiis  professional  attainments  and  private  virtues. 
Sept.  10, 1847." 


A  PATIENT  BLED    ONE    THOUSAND   AND 

TWENTY  TIMES* 
A  young  woman,  in  whom  the  menses  became  sup- 
pressed, suffered  from  severe  hysterical  symptoms, 
-vomitings,  and  epileptic  atUcks,  which  nothihg  was  found 
to  soothe  and  relieve  bat  a  small  Tenesection ;  and  in  t  he 
oonno  of  three  years,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  nine- 
teen, iho  WM  bled  no  leaa  than  om  thoiuMi  and  twtfUjf 


Kmes,  Tin<i  eighty  times  from  the  foot,  and  940  ffioai 
the  arm.  AH  this  she  survived,  but  was  cured  .by 
having  to  take  a  journey  in  a  roagh  Tehiele,  which 
bronght  on  the  regidar  meastmal  discbarge,  and  she 
afterwards  married  and  lived  healthily  for  many  yertrs. 
R^cueil  49  MideciM^  1757. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

'.  William  Henry  Elliot,  Esq.,  M.D.,  has  been  elected 
Physician  to  the  Exeter  Dispensary,  in  the  room  ef 
Dr.  Kingdon,  resigned. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Brownless,  of  Charterhouse  Square,  and 
Dr.  Goodfellow,  of  Bedford  Place,  Russell  Square, 
hvae  been  elected  Phj^cians  to  the  Royal  General 
Dispensary,  Aldersgate  Street,  in  the  room  of  Drs. 
Peacock  and  Garrod,  resigned. 

"  Dr.  Michel  Levy,  First  Physician  to  the  Military 
ISospital  at  Mayence,  has  been  appointed  First  Phy. 
sician  to  the  Yal-de-Grace,  in  the  room  of  M.  Alqui^. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
in  Ireland,  held  on  Saturday,  September  18th,  Dr. 
Hargrave  was  elected  Professor  of  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Surgery. 

The  title  of  Baron  has  been  conferred  on  Xyt,  Seutin 
by  His  Mijesty  the  King  of  the  Belgians. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Septem.' 
her  16, 1847  :— George  Moseley,  Hampstead ;  Samnel 
Burgess,  Frodsham,  Cheshire ;  Thomas  Plirker  Rust* 
Wells,  Norfolk. 

Thursday,  September  25 :— Henry  Lambden,  Bargiiy 
Lincolnshire  ;  John  T.  Campion,  Exeter;  John 
Coghlan  Haverty,  Liverpool. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  Aug.  2Ut,  aged  36,  of  fever,  Richard  Mackensie 
Hiddleston,  Esq.,  Resident  Medical  Officer  at  the 
House  of  Recovery,  Leeds. 

Sept.  3nd,  at  Trafalgar  Cottage,  Manor-Hamilton, 
aged  62,  James  Dundas,  E8q.,R.N.,  F.R.C.S.I., Surgeon 
to  the  Dispensary,  and  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Work- 
house. Mr.  Dnndas  contracted  malignant  typhus  ferer 
during  his  attendance  in  the  temporary  fever  hospital. 
He  was  Assistant  Surgeon  of  H.M.S.  Cyehpt,  at  the 
battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  on  leaving  the  service  ho 
devoted  a  long  and  nsefbl  life  to  the  cause  of  humanity 
and  science ;  his  loss  will  be  long  felt  by  the  comma* 
nity  and  members  of  his  own  profession. 

Sept  5th,  at  Granard,  aged  72,  Dr.  M*Cormidir, 
Medical  Attendant  of  the  Union  Workhouse. 

Sept.  Sth,at  Carraroe,  of  fever,  John  B.  M'Donongfa» 
fieq.,  Surgeon,  employed  under  the  Central  Board  of 
Health  as  Medical  OiBcer  for  the  seaside  portion  of 
the  Onterard  Relief  District, 

Sept  9th,  aged  49,  Thomas  Weatherilli  Esq.,  M  J>.| 
LiverpooL 

Sept  14th^  at  DonoutOTi  aged  46^  of  ferer,  oanglit  fa 


^^m 


MscmAM^MOs. 


'■^■Jiu*^-   UB'^irt' 


^*1ht  aandiiurgB  of  bit  datiefl-  av'Medieal  Offlcer  to  the 
X  DtfotMtef  t7oion  Wdilhoole;  Kobert   Slorrt^  Biq.» 

"  Sept'llHb,  ftt  HonHoo,  aged  40,  fti>m  tobefotilar 

*'  Qtpoaltioii  in  iba  Imigi,  broogbt  inter  action  by  an 

attack  of  tjpbos  ferer,  Jamet  Campbtflt,  Btq.,  M.D., 

Honiton. 

Sept  19tb,  at  BaltinglaM,  of  fever,  Jobn  Jobnston, 
Eiq.,  Medical  OAoer  of  tbe  Vnibn  Worlcboote  and 
r'Bietriei  Fever  BoepitaL 

.«ept  90th,  al  Perth,  Jobn  Monteatb,  Eaq«,  M.D. 
Sept  26tb,  aged  36,  from  fever,  eonlraeted  In  tbe 
'  diaolwifeofbiaproliMelOnaHDtiea,Jehn.01iYiiCnrran, 

'  Saq.)  M.D.,  Dnblin. 


Lately,  -nt  Atbenryi  •f  Hwn,  UM.  M KJalman,  Eeq.,. 
M.B.C.a£.,  Medical  Attendant  of  Dl^naary  and 
Censtabolary. 
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PROVINCIAL  MEDICAL  AN0   SUAGIOAL 

ASSOCUTION. 

KOTICB    TOK  VBIlBBma. 

Gentlemen  wbo  bave  not  paid  tbeir  snbaoriptldiii  for 
tbe  oanent  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears,  are  reqoeeted  to^ 
•end-  ibe^  amount  dne  to  tbe  Treatorer  or  tbe  Seoretniy 
el  'tbe-Aeioeiatiun. 

BOBERT  J.  N.  6TRBBTBN,  Seeretvy. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  JUNE,  1847- 

K«ptalfiidmoutb,by  W.  H.  Ciij.uk,  M.D.J  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  Roobebs  KtRoMoy,Uaate,by  F 
Esq. ;  at  Uckfield  Sussex,  by  C.  L.  Peimcb,  Esq.;  and  at  Harrogate,  by  Q,  KBVXioif,MJ> 
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TO  CORRB9PONDBNT8. 

ComnfmflcittoBi  bive  been  rcfceiVed  trott  Dr.  Ctflen ;  )f^.  F,  Btfjjkelt. 


PROVENCIAL 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 


'*"t  ■  ^* 


A  liECTUBE  ON  THE  ACCUMULATIVE  ACTION 
OF  MEDICINES,  WITH  SOME  REMARKS  ON 
SLOW  POISONING. 

Bj  Jambs  Johnstoms,  M.B., 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Professor  of 
Materia  Mediea  and  Tberapeotics  at  the  Queen's  Ool- 
leffe.  and  Senior  Physician  to  the  General  Hospital, 
Binningbaou 

(DeliTcred  at  Qoeen*s  College^  Birmingham,  Oei«  5, 4B*g%h 

In  the  lectures  od  therapeutics  which,  duriqg  the  last 
fiAeen  jears,  I  hare  delivered  at  this  Institutional  have 
frequently  spoken  of  the  accumulative  action  of  medi- 
cinesy  or  that  power  which  they  exercise  over  the  animal 
Economy  hy  their  continued  operation  when  admindil-  ^ 


inportance  than  this  accnmulatlre  action  of  medicine, 
for  while  many  disorders  which  do  not  soon  or  eTer 
yield  to  the  most  active  measures,  may  he  cured  by  the 
gradual  influence  of  remedies  far  more  gentle  in  their 
first  action,  the  physician  is  sometimes  rather  discon- 
certed at  finding  that  his  patient  has  been  salivated  bj 
a  few  doses  of  mercury,  which  were  intended  Xo  act 
upon  the  digestion  only,  or  that  the  heart  has  almost 
ceased  to  beat,  owing  to  the  depression  which  digitalis, 
prescribed  as  a  diuretic,  may  have  caused.  Indeed,  the 
benefits  which  are  now  derived  from  the  foxglove,  were 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  life  by  no  means  inconsiderable, 
before  it  was  introduced  into  the  **  Materia  Mediea,"  and 
its  power  was  properly  estimated. 

The  facts  which  I  have  stated  are  well  known ;  and 
though  the  physiological  explanation  of  them  may 


tered  at  short  intervals,  even  in  portions  so  small  thiif    eidmit  of  doubt,  I  believe  that  the  accumulative  action 


so  effect  whatever  would  l^e  produced  by  a  single  dose* 
To  this  subject,  which  has  received  less  notice  than  it 
deservea  from  medical  authors,  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention. 

The  difference  in  character,  as  well  as  intensity, 
between  the  effect  of  a  single  dose  of  a  medicine,  find 
that  0/  the  same  quantity  of  it  when  divided  into  several 
doses,  and  given  at  short  intervals,  is  in  many  cases 
as  striking  as  if  two   different  substances  had  been 
employed.    Thus,  ten  grains  of  calomel  in  one  dose 
is  a  cathartic  too  powerful  for  most  disorders  that  occur 
in   this  country;    while  a  single  grain    of  calomel, 
administered  every  night  and  morning  for  several  sue* 
cessive  days,  till  even  more  than  ten  grsins  have  been 
taken,  is  very  often  prescribed  as  an  alterative  without 
much  affecting  the  bowels.    Again,  two  grains  of  tar. 
tarized  antimony  seldom  fail  to  excite  vomiting,  but  if 
A  quarter  of  a  grain  be  given  at  intervals  of  three  or 
/our  hours,  the  medicine  soon  ceases  even  to  nauseate, 
and  becomes  a  powerful  sedative  and  expectorant,  which 
it  advantageously  given  for  the  relief  of  in'bammatory 
affections  of  the  lungs  and  other  viscera.    In  these 
instances  the  larger  doses  do  not  usually  act  accumu. 
latively,  because  they  irritate  the  intestinal  canal,  and 
therefore  are  not  retained  a  sufficient  time  for  that 
purpose.     There   are,  however,   other  medicines  of 
which  the  effect  is  increased,  but  not  altered  by  their 
protracted  operation:   such  are  digitalis  and  iodine; 
the  former  being  always  sedative  and  diuretic,  the  latter 
a  etimttlaDt  to  the  glandular  and  absorbent  system,  and 
an  alterative* 

Nothing  in  the  treatment  of  diseaie  ie  of  more 
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of  a  medicine  is  always  dependent,  eilher  upon  the 
chemical  changet  in  the  animal  fluids  which  it  may 
occasion  when  the  system  is  loaded  with  it,  or  upon 
diminution  oj  (he  nervous  power,  consequent  on  long 
continued  depression  of  the  nervous  system* 

This  classification  might  perhaps,  with  very  little 
modification  be  applied  to  general  therapeutics,  for  it 
is  probable  that  most,  if  not  all,  of   those  medicines, 
which  are  not  purely  chemical  egenu,  act  primarily 
upon  the  nervous  system ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  operation  of  some  upon  one  organ  especially, 
and  others  upon  another,  is  owing  to  the  peculiar 
sensibility  of  various  sets  of  ganglionic   and   spinal 
-nerves  to  appropriate  stimulants— both  natural  and 
artificial,— such   as  we  know  to  exist  in  the  cerebral 
system;  so  that  in  the  same  manner  as  the  optio 
nerves  are  affected  by  the  light  alone,  and^the  auditory 
nenres  by  sound,  the  nerves  of  the  kidneys  are  excited 
by  diuretics,  those  of  the  uterus  by  emmenagognes,  and 
those  of  the  intestines  by  cathartics,  as  well  as  by  the 
ordinary  secretions.    Upon  the  same  principle,   the 
action  of  these  organs  is  impaired  when  any  substance 
which  can  stupefy  their  nerves  may  happen  to  come  in 
contact  with  them.    A  medicine  may  enter  an  organ, 
and  circulate  through  its  ressels,  but  unless  it  either 
effect  some  chemical  alteration,  or  be  fitted  to  act  upon 
its  nerves,  the  functions  of  the  part  are  not  disturbed. 
Hence  we  find  the  colour  and  smell  of  rhubarb  and 
other  substances  in   secretions,   which    are   neither 
thereby  increased,  nor  otherwise  materially  changed ; 
although  other  functions  may  be  at  that  vary  time 
under  the  inilaence  of  these  medicines. 
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ON  THE  ACCUMULATIVE  ACTION  OP  MEDICINE. 


I.-«CaBKICALCflANOBSEFFBC7TSD  III  THE  AfflMAL 
FlDIDS,  Br  THE  ACCVKOLATITB  ACTIOH  OV 
BIE0ICIHB8. 

That  cerUin  medioioal  tobsUnoes  are  conveyed  into 
the  circulating  tystem  by  absorption  is  an  nndoubted 
fact;  for  many  of  tbenii  including  salts  of  mercory, 
iroU}  sllrer,  potassium,  &c.,  have  been  detected  in  the 
blood  itself,  as  well  as  in  the  secretions  from  it.  The 
taste  of  iodine  in  the  saliva,  when  it  has  been  rabbed 
into  the  skin,  a  fact  which  I  have  often  observed ;  the 
blue  tint  of  the  internal  membranesi  and  the  dark 
colour  of  the  skin,  ot  those  who  have  taken  nitrate  of 
silver  for  a  long  period;  the  red  bones  of  animals 
which  have  been  fed  upon  madder,  and  numerous 
other  instances  of  a  similar  nature,  likewise  evince  the 


only  on  the  nervous  system,  having  during  their 
passage  through  the  alimentary  canal,  lacteals,  and 
blood-vessels,  undergone  changes  which  rendered  them 
ultimately  inert;  whereas,  many  othcss  retaining  the 
power  which  they  previously  possessed,  prove  benefi- 
cial or  prejudicial  to  health,  as  the  case  may  be.    Thu^ 


pathologists  was  often  bad,  their  theories  were  not  to 
far  irrong  as  Hoffman  and-  Cullen  imagf oad. 

|I.— DllUMOTION   OF  THE   NsBVOUS  POWBB  BT  TBLS 

Accumulative  Action  of  Mbdicikb. 

While  the  aocamttlaliva  aocioa  of  somo  medicinea 
depand*  «pon  the  obomical  changes  which  thaj  efleoti 
it|  BMOM  equally  certain  that  the  agency  of  olbars  la 
eatitely  attributable  to  their  dimlniahing  the  Berroua 
power.  The  rapidity  with  which  strychnine,  and  some 
of  the  other  narcotic  poisons,  affect  other  animaisy  aa 
well  as  man,  can  oniy  be  explained  by  the  supposltloa 
that  these  sabstances  possess  a  peculiar  infloeiice  over 
the  nervoBS  matter,  when  brought  into  eontact  wfth 
iti  and-  thus  impair  its  functions.  Changes  in  tha 
struotare  of  other  parts  of  the  body  may,  and  oilaa 


presence  of  mineral  and  vegetable  medicines  in  the  f  <i^  kobsequenUy  ocoar;  but  thoae  I  should,  under 
fluids  and  tissues.    It  doea  not,  however,  necessarily 
happen  that  medicines  which  are  absorbed,  act  chemi- 
cally ;   for  some  of  them  when  once  deposited,  either 
exert  no  apparent  influence  on  the  animal  economy,  or"^  ■'t^achakblea  the  influence  of  long  continued  grief  and 


such  circnmstaaces,  regard  as  the  result,  and  not  thB 
cause,  of  diminished  nervous  power.  Indeed,  tha 
accumulative   aetion    of   auoh    medicinea    somewhat 


., 


the  continued  use  of  allsalies  in  minute  quantideai^ '^♦yatttfl  through  the  medium  of  the  ciroulaHon,  or  by 


tendencies  which  may  have  previously  existed,  either 
remain  for  a  time  in  abeyance,  or  are  permanently 
removed. 

Of    these  changes  in  the  animal  fluids,  the  cure 
of  those  diseases  which  affect  the  functions  of  nutri- 
tion and  secretion  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  tendency  of  some  medicines,  such  as  iodide 
of  potassium^  turpentine  and  copaiba,  to  induce  cuta- 
neons  eruptions,  are  evidence;  and  this  is  corrobo- 
rated by  the  experiments  of  several  eminent  physiolo- 
gists, who  have  shown,  that  when  saline  and  other 
fluedicaments  are  mixed  with  blood,  its  colour  and  con- 
aistency  undergo  considerable  alterations.      But   as 
Hewson  very  justly  remarks,  we  must  not  conclude  that 
the  effects  within  the  body,  would  be  the  same  as  out 
of  it,  and  it  must  be  admifted,  that  though  we  may  be 
inclined  to  believe  in  the  power  of  some  preparations 
of  iron  to  increase  the  quantity  of  globules  in  the 
blood,  and  to  give  credit  to  other  instances  of  vital 
chemistry,  equally  interesting,   yet  such  phenomens 
require  further  elucidation  before  we  can  claim  an 
exact  knowledge  of  them.    Nevertheless  enough  has 
been  done  to  prove  that  the  efficacy  of  many  medicines 
is  dependent  upon  their  chemical  action,  and  that 
though  in  former  times  the  practice  of  the  humoral 


liBiMly  of  mind,  which,  by  diminishing  the  energy  af 
'the-Mrvotts  system,  slowly,  but  surely,  impede  ot 
'pervert  the  organs  of  nutrition. 

iVi  cases  of  this  class,  tbo  loss  of  nervous  power  is 

'the  ff  rst  and  leading  characteristic,  whether  the  agents 

bei^g' absorbed,   come  in  contact  with'^tbe  nervona 


Buore  effectually  counteracts  the  disposition  to  form 
lithic  acid  than  the  largest  doses  occasionally  adminis- 
tered ;  and  upon  the  same  principle,  the  invalid  often 
derives  more  relief  from  habitually  drinking  the 
natural  mineral  waters,  which  hold  in  solution  very 
am&II  portions  of  various  salts,  than  from  any  other 
Buedicine.  By  the  accumulative  action  of  such  remedies, 
the  constitution  of  the  animal  solids,  as  well  as  of  the 
fluids,   becomes  gradually  modified ;  and  the  morbid  f^aily  two  drachms  of  an  infuaion  ot  digitaM;  was 


^%  more  direct  application  to  the  nerves;  and  thera 
can  scarcely  be  a  better  proof  of  the  mode  in  whidi 
this  kind  of  accumulative  action  is  produced,  than 
the  tendency  of  some  medicinal  substances,  to  oause 
-paralysis  and  convulsions,  with  which,  in  many  In- 
fttJantSes,  the  sufferer  is  afflicted  for  a  considerable  period 
afterwards.  In  a  case  related  by  Dr.  BlaekaU,  and 
nwBlloiiad  by  Dr.  Christison,  a  person,  whila  taking 


'  BttddMd  with  pain  over  the  eyes  and  confhsion,  followed 
in  twenty.four  hours  by  diarrhma,  delirium,  con vulsions, 
and  Insensibility,  with  extreme  depression  of  the  pulse* 
The  convulsions  continued  to  recur  for  three  weeks, 
with  intervals  of  delirium,  and  at  length  he  died  in  a 
cpntttlsive  fit 

The  accumulative  action  of  opinm,  of  hyosoyamns, 
and  of  narcotics  in  general,  may  be  explained  upon 
the  same  principle.  In  shalring  palsy,  which,  though 
excited  by  the  fumes  of  mercury,  often  contiaoea  long 
after  the  individual  has  been  removed  from  their 
influence,  t)ie  ordinary  symptoms  indicate  disturbance 
of  the  nervous  system ;  while  in  most  cases  there  is 
no  salivation,  nor  are  there  any  of  those  signs  of  dis-. 
ordered  secretion  and  nutrition,  which  the  salts  of 
menmry  commonly  occasion.  So  likewise  in  paralysia 
from  lead,  the  general  symptoms  show  derangement  of 
the  nervous  system,  the  black  line  along  the  gnma 
merely  proving  that  the  metallic  salt  has  been  absorbed. 
These  examples  are,  perhaps,  sufficient  for  my  present 
puipese,  for,  though  they'exhibit  the  poi$onaui  effeeta  of 
•oAerlflfy  and  of  lead,  the  principle  of  their  acoamnlativa 
actfoB  la  the  same  as  of  medicines. 

III.— Of  Stow  FoisoBiBo. 

Besides  these  which  I  hare  mentionedi  Xtmn  h 


ON  THB  ACCUMULilllVB  ACTION  OF  MEDICINES. 


anothtr  mode  of  aooamiil^tiTe  aotloni  by  which  nadi- 
dnal  sabtumoet  haro  Mt«d  at  most  deadly  poltoiw. 
Amldtt  the  Tarioai  means  which  have  been  deHaed  to 
take  away  life,  it  was  some  cenHiries  ago  dieeoreied, 
that  by  irritating  the  alimentary  eaiia],  and  thos  disor- 
derittg  the  digesttve  fonelloB,  the  haMtoal  ase  of  certain 
drags,  many  of  which  are  now  very  eomasonly  employed 
in  a  different  manner^  and  for  a  far  different  pnrpsee» 
eren  in  very  minute  doeesi  proved  fatal.  Thisihowefter, 
is  the  action  of  poisonsi  not  of  medicineei  and  therefore 
does  not  properly  form  a  part  of  onr  present  antjest ; 
bat  since  nothing  can  mote  strikingly  Ulnstrate  the 
power  which  medicinal  sobatances  may  gradnally 
aoqoife,  I  shall  mention  some  of  the  meet  remarkable 
examples  of  dow  poisoning,  for  reference  to  the  greater 
nnmber  of , which,  as  well  as  for  aeveral  of  the  cironrnt. 
atanoea  themaelves,  I  am  much  indebted  te  the  khid- 
neaa  of  n^eiy  ahieaad  aaniimpttahed  fifiend. 

From  the  worka  of  Theophrastna  and  of  Plntarehi 
it  wonld  appear  that  alow  poisoning  was  practised. beib 
by  the  Greeks  and  by  the  Romans  long  before  U^- 
Chrlatian  ttra.    In  aomecaaee  the  nerrona  power  w|%l^taibition,  or  even  to  bis  slightest  gratifications.    Fotf 


destroyed  by  narcotics;  in  others  the  digestion  was 
impaired  by  irritatlDg  or  corrosiTe  drags.  TheophrastoSy 
who  died  288  years  before  Chriat,  says,  it  is  asserti^ 
that  a  poison  can  be  prepared  from  aconito  so  as  to 
canse  death  within  a  few  months,  or  even  after  a  leng^ 


period;  and  that  llirasyasy  o(  Mantinea,  wlio  seemala,.  I^to  kinds,— the  one  being  a  solid,  white,  mealy  sab 


have  been  his  contemporary,  was  acquainted  with  ^ 
mode  of  preparing  other  plants,  so  that  small  doses  of 
them  occasioned  an  eaay  death,  though  they  induced  no 
weakness  for  a  long  time  after  they  had  been  taken. 
We  are  told  by  Plutorch,  that  PliiUp,  tlie  son.  of 


rbceived,  not  merely  by  the  vulgar,  but  by  men  of  thtf 
^heaC  literary  afitainmente  in  the  Roman  empif^ 
affotds  proof  that  such  a  mode  of  deatroying  Ulb  wM 
known  and  practised  nearly  two  thousand  yeera  ago. 

The  deletarions  properties  of  aconite,  hemlock,  and 
the  poppy,  which  .were  the  poisons  most  commonly 
efiployed,  are  well  known  at  this  day;  and  the  ingenuity 
ef  mora  recent  times,  while  adding  to  the  catalogue  of 
poisons  as  well  as  of  crimes,  has  sanctioned  the  beliel 
of  the  ancienta  in  their  fatal  and  imperceptibla 
infiuence. 

The  instances  of  slow  poisoning  which  era  on  record 
ftom  the  fifteenth  to  the  nineteenth  century,  are  indeed 
so  numerous,  that  I  can  only  attempt  a  passing  aMusioa 
to  some  of  the  most  remarkable  of  them.  Of  all  the 
ndsf  Is  in  this  horrid  science,  none  excelled  Cs»sac 
Borgia,  who  was  born  in  the  latter  half  of  the  fifkeentli^ 
century,  and  died  in  1607.  Endowed  with  talente  of 
the  highest  order,  which  he  entirely  devoted  to  the 
promotion  of  his  own  selfish  views,  Borgia  unscrupa« 
lonsly  removed  all  who  might  be  obstacles  to 


tliis  purpose  he  sometimes  had  recourse  to  poison  which 
was  so  insidious  in  ito  operation*  and  ao  indiscriminately 
employed,  that  he  became  an  object  of  terror  to  thoa^ 
w|iom  he  o«U«d  his  ftriends,  as  well  aa  to  his  cpea 
.epomiee.    It  is  said  that  the  poisons  thus  used  were  of 


Demetrius,  and  king  of  Macedonia,  wishing  to  puttto-^  i probable,  since  that   poison  does   not  require  sueh 


death  Aratus,  of  Sicyon,  who  was  a  distinguished 
genera],  desired  one  of  his  fUends  to  administer  peteon» 
of  a  kind  which  caused  lingering  heat  or  fever,  with  a 
alight  cough  and  spitting  of  blood,  followed  by  gradual 
decay.  This  occurred  about  213  yean  before  Chriat, 
and  a  fbw  years  afterwards,  according  to  Livy,  poisoning 
became  very  common  at  Borne.  Among  others,  so  says 
Tacitos,  the  Emperor  Clandios,  and  his  son  Britannicus, 
were  destroyed  by  this  means.  In  both  cases  a  slow 
poison,  prepared  by  the  infamous  Locusts,  and  intended 
gradually  to  deatroy  the  mental  as  well  as  physical 
powen,  was  administered,  but  as  the  patience  of  the 
murderers  was  exhausted  before  it  took  effect,  a  stronger 
dose  was  given  to  each  of  the  victims,  and  they 
speedily  perished.  To  Claudius  the  poison  was  at  first 
given  in  a  dish  of  mushrooms,  but  he  was  at  last 
killed  by  a  poisoned  feather,  whioh  was  put  down  his 
throat  under  pretence  of  making  him  vomit.  Since  the 
alow  poison  was  not  allowed  time  thoroughly  to  operate 
on  these  persons,  it  is  doubtful  what  ite  effecto  might 
hare  been;  and  many  of  the  symptoms  which  are 
described  by  the  Greek  and  Roman  historians,  so  much 
resemble  those  of  some  ordinary  diseases,  that  in  the 
absence  of  corroborative  evidence,  it  might  have  been 
questioned  whether  Uie  animal  and  Tcgetable  mi^ 
atances  that  were  used  for  this  purpose  really  poaaeaped 
the  propertiea  attributed  to  them.  The  fact;  however, 
'^fliat   the  doctrine  of  slow  poisoning  was  jgenerallf 


ftance,  of  which  the  composition  is  unknown;  the 
other  a  solution  of  arsenic.  It  was  believed,  in  the 
time  ^t  the  Borgiaa,  that  the  latter  waa  the  aaliva  col- 
lected  during  the  dying  agoniea  of  a  bear,  which  had 
been  poiaoned  with  arsenic ;  thoiigh  thia  is  not  reiy 


preparation  to  fit  it  for  the  destruction  of  man.  At 
last  CsBsar  Borgia  himself  nearly  fell  a  sacrifice  to  hia 
own  machinationa,  and  his  father,  Alexander  TI.j 
actually  died  in  consequence  of  having  drunk  some 
poisoned  wine  which  was  intended  for  three  Cardinals 
.who  were  their  gueste.  The  convulsions  with  which 
they  were  almost  instantly  aeized,  must,  however,  have 
been  caused  by  a  very  active  agent ;  though  the  subse* 
qaent  painful  illness  of  Cnsar,  who  swallowed  an  anti- 
dote,  might  have  been  the  effect  ol  a  small  dose  of 
arsenic,  for  those  who  have  taken  it«  and  do  not  die 
within  a  few  days,  eeldom  fail  to  suffer  from  irritetloii 
of  the  stomach  daring  months  and  even  years  after- 
wards, and  may  never  entirely  recover. 

The  Borgiaa  being  too  powerful  to  fear  punishment^ 
frequently  had  recourse  to  more  speedy  means  of 
removing  their  yietims  than  by  slow  poisoning ;  and 
the  most  remarkable  examples  of  this  secret  murder 
occurred  at  a  later  period.  In  the  seventeenth  centuiyi 
slow  poisoning  was  carried  on  to  such  an  extent  in 
Italy,  that  the  public  attention  was  attracted  to  the 
subject ;  and  two  women,  of  the  names  of  Spara  and 
Tofania,  have  acquired  especial  notoriety  by  their 
skill.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  they  made  use  of 
. .%  solution  of  arsenic,  but  the  Abb^  Oagliani  assertg 
that  Aqua  Toffana  waa  a  mixture  of  cantharidet  and 
opium,  which  he  adda  la  the  anreat  of  all  alow  polsom|| 
and  one  vhieh  no  ene  would  avoid  through  •nspi«iM% 
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•^ivpitf  ttoai  of  4ke  yoltoD,  Miigr  giw^wlly 
]cMl4te«vpttil9,  mA  WMUie  wiijett  to  gB«*liig  |wiai 
lb  dki 'iteaMcb,  feUvvoi  bj  dMlHy,  dteoMo  of  tbo 

1%9  vie  of  Mow  poitont  wtm  not/  bowerer,  conftaod 
t»  ttieCMtinoiU;  Un  «  roMarkablo  instaota  of  ii 
iMq^p^aod  in  tUo  oonttti7darisg  tbo  reign  of  Jasnaa  lat, 
tt'tho  anifdar  of  Sir  ThoBM  OrarVory,  wbich  wto 
parpetrated  in  the  Tower  of  London,  bj  tbo  ordera  of 
'^iMovntRoebaatar,  and  ia  mentioned  by  aeveral  of 
4mr  Matoriana.  Tba  nnfortonata  priaoner  la  aaid  to 
iNiva  labvn  polaon>  in  totj  mianto  qnantitiea,  witb 
Aioat  etery  >«rtiola  of  bia  flood.  Cantbaridea  and 
maafcio  were  anixad  witb  Iba  penpar  «nd  4bo  aaUi 
limar  oanalic  ^raa  rabbad  over  bia  meat ;  and  wbeii  bia 
iMHb  ^lAad,  poiaonad  jalliea  «id  preaervaa  minlataead 
to  bia  faatidlona  appetite.  Hia  atreagtb  waa  obnanaly 
dvdlning,  but  after  «bif  treatment  bad  been  oontinned 
§w  aix  inotttbs,  Rodbaatar.  beoana  inpaAient;  and  bh 
l^ara  being  ezoited  leat  Ororbnry  abonid  yet  Uto  long 
anoiigb  to  dirulfca  aoma  nnpleaaant  aeereta  of  wbi^ 
be  waa  in  poaaeaalon,  tbe  priaoner'a  eziatence  was  at 
lafDgtb  terminated^  eitber  by  corroaive  aablimatei  or  by 
aoffocation,  bat  by  wbicb  of  tbeae  neana  it  ia  not 
gnite  certain. 

In  tbo  year  1676,  tbe  Marqniae  do  BrinTilliers  ijras 
found  guilty  of  aa? aral  nvdera,  and  waa  executed  at 
Paris.  Having  formed  a  criminal  attacbment  to  a  man 
of  tba  name  of  Sainte-Croix,  wbo  waa  afterwards  anffo- 
•ated  by  tbe  famaa  of  aomo  deleterioua  compounds 
wbicb  be  waa  preparing^  tbey  laaolrad  to  reUavo 
lAiemaaltea  ftom  tbe  power  and  ramonatrancea  of  tbo> 
Marobioneaa'a  relatione  by  poieon  ;  and  ber  fotbar  waa 
witbont  hetitatian  aacriflced.  Tbe  firat  doae  of  poison 
was  giTon  to  bim  in  aoop,  and  M.  d'Anbray  soffered 
ao  mueb  pain  after  it,  that  ho  sent  for  a  physician, 
mho  considered  tbe  illness  to  be  an  attack  of  indigestion, 
and  ttoder  that  impression  prescribed  for  bim.  M. 
d'Anbray  continned,  bowoTcr,  in  great  pain,  and  in  tbe 
apace  of  a  few  days  be  expired.  Her  father  being 
'thus  disposed  of,  two  brothers  and  a  sister  still  lived  to 
«enaure  tbe  conduct  of  Madame  do  Brinvilliers,  and  to 
•bare  tbe  wealth  wbicb  bad  been  left  by  their  parent 
^Tbesa  obataolea  could  not  be  endured;  and  tbe 
-Ifarehioness,  with  <'ber  accomplice,  SainteXroix, 
decided  that  they  should  be  ramoTod."  <<  But  this  time," 
aaya  Dnmaa,  **  to  avoid  suspicion,  it  was  necessary  to 
amploy  a  poison  lees  rapid  in  ita  notion,  than  that 
fvbich  bad  liilled  M.  d'Aubtiay.  Tbey  recommenoed 
tbeir  experiments,  not  upon  anlmala,  leat  the  difference 
i>t  organization  might  deftat  ibeir  views,  but  in  anima 
viU,  The  Marcbiooess  was  known  aa  a  pious  and 
charitable  woman,  ever  ready  to  relieve  (be  distressed, 
«nd  sharing  with  tbe  Sisters  of  Mercy  tbe  attendabce 
upon  tbe  sick,  to  whom  she  sent  wine  and  medicine  at 
the  hospitals.  Thus  it  caused  no  surprise  to  see  her  at 
tbe  Hotel  Dien,  distributing  bisooiu  and  pieaerv^d 
Ihrito  to  tbe  convalescent;  and  ber  kindness  was 
fratefttlly  acknowledged.  One  month  anbaaqoent.to 
^hit;  she  reviiited'tbe  hospital,  to  anqoire^after  some 


paitaKta»'to  wbo^  welfova  abe  .waa  mnaift  .«»tfflili*jfa 
midwiha  waa  teld.tbet  tb«y.biiisi»Kiie4^^1#fie,  .tbfi| 
lmab<^aipt«Ba'ba4  anpervt  nfd«  tbaMk.de«daf  ^laMPu^ 
ovareaaaa  tbam,-  banaaib  whes*  wapting  i^ilii^m 
tbey  gmdttally  declined.  Of  ita  OMae^aba  ooqld  Ufum 
•alWng.  Tbe  pbysiaiaBS  fold-b#r  tbat  tba  diifaae  was 
ankaawn,  -and  defied  tbeir  utaMst.akilL  Sba  agida 
WHiaired  at  tba  expizetion  of  a  fortjiigbtj.aome  of  ^tbo 
patiawla  were  .dead^  otbera  still  Uafered  in  bopelefa 
agany'-f'animaled  akaletoftay  wbase  only  a|gna  of  lifo 
ware  tbe  voioe,  eight,  and  breath.  Within  two  montba 
ail  were  dead,  and  medical  skill  ^as  as.  con^leta^ 
foiled  npon  tbeir  examination  after  daaUij.  aa  it  bad 
been  in  tbeir  treatment." 

£nooiraged  by  tbiaanecesa,  Madame  da  BnnviUit^ 
oomasaneed  operationa  npon  ber  brotbere  and.al^ar*' 
Zbe  slales  escaped  by  idaving  Faria,  bat  one. of  the 
bzothen  expired,  in  two  months,  and  the  otber  aboot 
five  maotha  after  tb^  bad  been  sabject  to  tbeinfloeiiew 
of  f9iaen;  the  pain  of  tbeecomaab,siefcnaa|,baxni99ia 
4baobfst»  anxiety  of  mind  and  exhanstlan*  as  ««dl  na 
tbedfaoiiganliatioa  of  tbe  atomaobt  intestines,  and  Uta^ 
ebserved  on  esnminatton  of  tbe  bodies  after  dMhr 
indioallng  corroaive  action  of  tbe  snbatancea.wbiah 
tbey  had^been  taking.  There  can  indeed  be  no  devbl 
respecting  the  natuce  of  tbe  poiaons»  for  on  tbe  deoi^ 
o^Sainte-CroiSt  corrossiva  sublimate,  vitriol,  antimooj^ 
iaaiaa  eanatio,.  and  opUim,  together  with  an  acrid  pre- 
p«ration,  o(  wbiob  the  chemical  compositton  oopld  i^ 
be  detected,  were  found  in  bis  cabinet;  while  a  pepc^ 
writtlen  by  tbe  Marchioness,  and  detaillug  many  of 
ber  orioses  was  likewise  discovered  in  bis  bouse. 

Besides  those  ^ast  enameiated,  professor  Baldinfer^ 
-^boee  authority  ia  quoted  by  Beokmann, .  atates  tb«t 
augar  of  lead  waa  an  ingredient  in  one  of  |he  moat 
aubtle  poiaona.  <*  There  is  no  doabt,"  he  says,  **  that 
the  slow  poison  of  the  French  and  ItaUana,  commonly 
called  ntcceuicn  poxader,  (poudre  de  la  SMceeasioii,^ 
owes  its  origin  to  sugar  of  lead.  I  know  a  chemie^ 
who  superintends  the  laboratory  of  a  certain  prince 
on  the  confines  of  Bohemia,  and  who,  by  tbe  ordera 
(perhaps  not  very  liiudable,)  of  hia  patron,  baa  spent 
much  time  and  labour  in  strengthening  and  moderating 
poisons.  He  has  often  declared,  that  of  sugar  of  lead» 
witb  tbe  addition  of  some  more  volatile  corrosive,  a 
very  slow  poison  could  be  prepared,  wbich,  if  swapowe^ 
by  a  dog  or  other  animal,  would  insensibly  destroy  it 
in  the  ooorse  of  some  weelu  or  months/'  without  any 
violent  symptoms. 

In  relating  the  foregoing  caaee,  tbe  Umita  of  a  leatoiw 
wonld  not  permit  of  my  entering  farther  into  detaljbb 
than  was  neoeesary  to  show  what  aabatanaee  wan 
used  as  slow  poisons,  and  what  aymptoma  ananed. 
Theee  are  the  facts  wbicb  lUaatiate  tba  aeaomalative 
action  At  poisons,  in  contrast  to  that  of  medicinea ;  and 
for  fuller  information,  I  beg  to  refer  thoee  wbo  may 
be  cnriotts  in  each  matters,  espe^ally  to  Beakmeiui'e 
^  History  ot  Inventions  ;^  to  Maokay,  on  **  Popnlar 
Delusions;"  and  to  tbe  « Crimea  Cdtebrea,"  of  A. 
Dmnas. 

It  is  mnch  to.be  feared.  &at  Uie  crim^e  of  slew 
polaoalqg  i»  by  4to  meom  eitUict.    In  the  I«Hi#e9Uii7 


im  !■  •  Ji  rr 


ON  tffB  PAimiiMnr^  ofMMmHo^cowm. 


mmm 


Mk 


=± 


asnes 


ir^M  eeminW  ptiOllMd;  for  vadjr  W  Ihd  flrigtt  nf 
O^rge'  tbe  third,  Mary  Blftady  win  irted  and  iMing^i 
at  6ifft>rd' for  poNonlbg  lier  'fi«b«r/ ¥7  Mp«at0i  dMll 
of  amnlcy  and  many  ftUl  more  recent  faitianMa  are 
reported. 

In  moat  of  the  cases  which  I  have  mentioned,  de4(h 
tooV  place  in  contcqaence  of  the  destruction  of  the 
'digestire  powers,  by  the  operation  of  corroslre  polsoni 
npon  the  alimentary  canal,  the  symptoms  of  whi^h  I 
Jiare  seToral  times  witnessed,  though  in  a  very  slight 
degree,  when  arsenic  and  nitrate  of  silrer  have  been 
>pi«ecribed  as  medicines;  and  of  the  action  of  nar- 
«otie8  and  sedativea  upon  the  nerTous  system.  Farther 
«nnplee  can  scarcely  be  necessary.  The  formidable 
inineihee  which  medicinea  exert  when  administered  so 


eannoe  eoiocidt  ^iiih.ihim  in^sinli  an.«9iniv^4f||if 
*M«M.  that  the.  disaaaa*!!  c#Qti4ier^  a».w|tommlm 
in  «U  its  stages;  and  I  bciiere  that  the  opjajj^qn)^ 
the  mijari^  of  practical  men,  .iicsi4cc<th«a6^9f  a  {^yftt 
hoil  of  anchcrsy  are  pppoaed.  tc|  iu  bttiyi,  j|^icj|(^||f 
of  an  in6ammatory  nature,  or  hypcrfsmie*  Of ,i)jc|jr« 
•i^t  anthorv  wboee  opiaiona  are  quo^  ^J^I^r. 
Copland,  in  his  Dictionary,  Art.  ''  Hoopi^g-Coqgh^** 
eighteen  considered  it  as  an  irritatire  disease,  f^it^i 
as  purely  nenrous,  and  only  twelre  aa  inflammatory. 
It  may  be  aaked  why,  with  such  a  nnmber  of  the  ideat 
of  the  learned  recorded  on  this  anbject,  I  aboold  pttm 
anme  to  propound  another  hypothesis?  My  fcplf 
is,  that  not  one  of  them,eren  inc^ding  that  (thebea^) 
of  the  accompliahed  1ezic<^rapher  himself,, appears  !• 
me  as  being  perfectly  aatisCactory  in  embradnf  »anA 


1»  to  act  aconmulatively,  ought  to  mtkt  os  very  seri- ,  explainingallthe  phenomena  of  pertuasis  ^'foraltbongk 

■ome  of  them  admit  its  apepific  nature,  they  do  ,-not 
tface  the  influence  of  the  apedfic  element  thicoq^^ 
the  phaiea  of  the  disease. 

The  gist  of  pr,  Fife's  argument  ii  to  shoif  XhajL 
Sff^uaus  la  di^nct  from  bronchitis,  and  the  .m,ijQc 
jKMtion  of  his  paper  is  occupied  by  the  proofs ;  but 
while  be  shows  pretty  clearly  what  it  is  not,  he  floeff 
not  define  as  evidently  what  it  is,  inasmuch  aa  its 
pathology,  aa  far  at  least  aa  I  can  ascertain,  ia  coiii« 
prised  by  him  in  the  following  propositions  :— 
*^  1st.  The  larynx  is  mainly  implicated  in  the  produce 
tion  of  the  paroxysm  of  cougb,  the  chest  being  com« 
paratirely  passive,  and  the  violence  and  convulsive 
^atare  of  the  cough  resembling  that  which  arises  from 
the  pressure  of  foreign  bodies  in  the  larynx. 

2nd.  The  hoop  or  whoop  is  physiologically  requisite 
to  compensate  for.  the  interruption  which  respiratiQA 
anataina  during  a  paroxysm. 

3rd.  The  vomiting  which  terminatea  the  cough,  in 
all  probability,  has  ito  origin  in  the  mtrticipation  ifi 
the  atomach  in  the  morbid  condition  of  the  larynx. 

4tb.  Hence  the  actual  seat  and  nature  of  pertusaii 
are  essentially  referrible  to  some  morbid  condition 
of  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  which  influencea  the 
secretion  of  the  mucus  so  frequently  discharged  fron& 
the  stomach. 

Now,  admitting  the  truth  of  the  first  propositiop» 
the  second  is  by  no  means  a  corollary  to  it;  for^ 
although  a  deep  inspiration  always  follows  the  expulsive 
efforts  of  a  cougb,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  **phy9lologicdUif 
rtquUHt*'  that  tliis  inspiration  should  be  attended  by. 
a  whoop ;  pathologically,  however,  it  is  requisite  that 
the  whoop  should  occur,  as  this  is  the  charactecistie 
of  the  disease.  Again,  as  Dr.  Fife  haa  omitted  to  atato 
in  what  consists  the  morbid  state  of  the  larynx,  ^a 


•(ynaly^cofialderynot  only  the  primary,  but  likewise  tSb 

eecondary  and  snbaeqnent  eflbeta  of  whatever  we  may 

'i>e  about  to  prescribe ;  for  although  the  frequent  repe- 

tltfon  of  a  email  dote  is  acfhnowledged  to  be  in'iiNiny 

cases  highly  beneficial,  it  is  equally  true  that  eoase' 

medicines  may  in  this  manner  induce' chrmic  Inlai^- 

mation  of  the  nervous  membrane  ot  the  stomach  «nd 

intestines;  that  others  may  gradually  impair  the  ner. 

Tous  power;  and  that  a  third  kind  may  so  change  the 

composition  of  the  animal  fluids,  as  to  substitute  morMd 

deposits  in  the  various  tissues  for  those  which  are 

^naturally  formed  by  the  process  of  healthy  nntrltittt. 

Urns,  while  by  judicious  management,  the  accumulative 

action  of  medicinea  may  be  employed  as  a  most  office- 

•ciens  mode  of  relieving  many  constitutional  diaorders, 

«nd  especially  those  of  a  more  chronic  description, 

wifhont  proper  caution  we  may  lay  the  foundation  of 

diseases,  more  mortal  than  those  which  it  was  etr 

'  object  to  cure. 
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TO  VHB  XDlTOn  OF  TBI  PKOYINOIAL  UlblCAIi  AMD 

8uroi0al  journal. 
Sir, 
In  the  number  of  the  Provincial  Journal  for  June 
16th,  there  is  a  paper  by  Dr.  Fife,  of  Newcastle,  «<  On 
the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Pertussis,"  to  which 
my  attention  haa  been  more  particularly  directed, 
by  that  disease  having  been  rather  pieralent  lately 


in  this  place,  and  by  my  desire  to  ascertain  whether 

nay  new  light  had  been  thrown  npon  its  nature.    Ia  I  are  not  much  enlightened  by  the  third  proposition,-^ 


this  expeotation,  I  mnet  say,  I  have  been  disappointed 
^nnd  it  is  beeanae  I  agree  with  Dr.  Fife  in  the  importance 
M  onr  having  settled  notions  respecting  its  patholc^i 
4hat  I  cannot  .adopt  the  view  he  haa  taken  of  its 
exclusively  nervous  character,  an  experience  of  nearly 
twenty  years  halving  convinced  me  that  auch  a  view 
it  toa  narrow  to  be  a  safegnard  for  practice.  I  there* 
fore  venture  to  send  yon  this  letter  as  a  kind  of 
•cenunentary  and  appendix  to  the  theory,  to  which 
Dr.  Fife  haa  given  the  sanction  of  his  name. 

Dr.  Fife  seU  ont  by  stating  hia  belief,  that  '^the 
doctrine  of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  hoopingwoongh 
it  idfocited  by  the  majority  of  the  proteion."    I 


that  the  atomach  participates  in  this  condition,  what- 
ever it  may  be ;  nor  is  the  conclusion  respecting  tho 
pnenmogajitric  nerve  at  all  borne  out  by  the  premises 
that  the  stomach  and  larynJt  are  equally  affected.  It 
may  be  so,  but  there  is  no  proof  given,  physiological 
or  pathological,  that  it  is  so.  Even  if  we  take  it  foe 
granted  that  the  pneumogastric  nerve  is  the  point  i€ 
d^miot  the. symptoms.  Dr.  Fife  ought  to  have  tn« 
formed  us  how  this  morbid  condition  of  the  nerve  hnv 
^een  produced. 

But  with  the  intention  of  contrasting  pertussis  wJUa 
bronchitis,  Dr.  Fife  has  laid  down  six  other  propositunur 
bearing  on  the  pathology  of  the  complaint,  to  wkiAg 
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«s  fbey  art  ilill  intniBeient  to  complete  iu  illottratioB, 
I  htve  rebtured  to  append  striattm  an  eiplaBaUHgt, 
eomment. 

lit.  "  PerhMs  it  finntuUly  a  diseate  peculiar  io 
htfttnty  tM  cAi/JAootf."— Hooping-coagh  being  one  of 
the  lymotic  diaeases,  can  only  attack,  as  a  general  rale, 
the  Mme  indiridnal  once  in  the  course  of  his  life ;  and 
as  it  is  readily  "caught**  and  few  persons  enjoy Vn 
immunity  from  it,  the  yonnger  members  of  the  family 
are  most  liable  to  it,  simply  because  the  elder  hare 
already  passed  the  ordeal ;  still  there  are  many  instances 
of  persons  adranced  in  life,  suffering  from  the  disease  for 
the  first  time.  Another  proof  that  it  is  not  ttuniiaUy 
peculiar  to  infancy  may  be  taken  from  the  cases,  by  no 
means  unuBual,  where,  in  large  families  affected  with 
pertussis,  the  mother  or  nurse  has  been  seized  with  a 
cough  closely  resembling  that  of  the  children. 

2nd.  "  Thi  cough  it  eonvultive,  alwayt  occurt  in 
porofytmt,  and  very  often  attumet  a  periodic  type  ,* 
end  it  commonly  terminatet  in  wmf^'f^."—- This  propo- 
sition admits  of  no  dispute,  because  until  the  disease, 
has  assumed  these  characteristics  together  with  tbfi 
whoop,  we  cannot  say  whether  it  be  pertussis  or  mera 
bronchitis. 

3rd.  "  The  patient  it  comparatively  well  during  the 
<n/«rva/s."— If,  by  "comparatively  well,"  Dr.  Fife  means 
comparatirely  with  patients  suffering  from  mild  brq^-. 
chitls  or  simple  catarrh,  the  expression  may  he  correct^ 
in  a  degree,  otherwise,  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  the 
majority  of  patients  affected  with  pertussis,  ezcept^m 
a  slight  degree,  can  be  deemed  well  at  all ;  for  tbejr 
almost  constant  leuco-phlegmatic  appearance  after  the 
disease  has  existed  for  some  time,  clearly  indicates  that 
there  is  some  great  obstacle  to  the  due  oxygenizntion 
of  the  blood.  Indeed  the  emphysematous  state  of  th^ 
lungs  in  most  fatal  cases,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
complications,  militates  strongly  against  such  a  favour- 
able view,  of  the  condition  of  the  patients  during  tfie' 
intervals  of  the  cough. 

4tb.  '*  Jt  almott  invariably  occurt  at  an  epidemic.**-^ 
Pertussis  being  an  infectious  disease  must  necessarily, 
prevail  more  or  less  in  an  epidemic  form.  Indeed,  we 
have  no  right  to  assume  that  it  is  ever  sporadic;  for 
until  we  know  the  real  nature  of  contagion  and  infec- 
tion, we  cannot  assign  limits  of  either  time  or  space.^to 
their  influence  in  pertussis  more  than  in  small- pox, 
and  to  admit  this  latter  complaint  to  be  sporadic  would 
be  to  beg  the  whole  question  of  its.  origin,  which  has 
been  so  long  a  subject  of  dispute. 

5th.  "It  it  not  attended  with  fever,  or,  when  thit 
occurs,  it  doet  not  bear  any  proportion  to  the  frequency 
or  violence  qf  the  paro«ytmt,^-T\ih\  pure  pertussis  is 
unattended  by  fever  will  scarcely  be  admitted  as  a 
general  rule  by  those  who  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 
distinguish  it  from  bronchitis  during  the  early  part  of 
Its  course.  That  the  fever  does  not  bear  any  propor- 
tion to  the  violence  or  frequency  of  the  paroxysms  is 
true,  because  the«e  depend  upon  a  cause  that  is  not 
fully  brought  into  play  until  the  inflammatory  stage  is 
over. 

6th.  "  T7ie  whoop  it  lott  at  toon  at  inflammation  of 
the  bronchi  begint"^Trom  what  has  just  been  stat^ 
I  conceive  this  proposition  is  true  only  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  intercurrent  bronchitis,  and  not  by  any  mean^ 
constantly  so  even  in  this  case;  for  we  often  observe 
lihe  force  and  frequency  of  the  cough  aggravated  byitq 


acctdcntal  cold.  I  am,  not^  however^  diapoaod  to  deny 
that  a  violent  attack  of  bronchitis  or  pBeamoiua  may 
cabaa  a  cesaation  of  the  whoop*  which  I  shonid  explain 
thus,— either  that  the  new  and  violent  action  set  npb^ 
the  inflammation  of  the  bronchi  snpersedes  the  specifiq 
disease  ;  or  that  the  mechanical  irritatiob  of  the 
bronchi  by  the  more  acrid  mncus,  (the  product  oi 
!  pure  inflammation,)  excites  a  slight  and  frequent  congfa^ 
sufficient  to  expel  the  offending  matter  before  it  accu- 
mulates to  so  great  an  amount  as  to  require  for  its 
removal  a  series  of  convulsive  actions,  such  as  are 
exhibited  during  a  paroxysm  of  hooping-cough. 

In  accordance  with,  and  supplemental  to,  the  fore- 
going incidental  remarks,  I  would  describe  pertuasia  as 
a  zymotic  disease,  affecting  primarily  the  mucow; 
membrane  of  the  air-tnbes  and  the  blood,  and 
ttcondarily  the  medulla  oblongata  and  respiratory 
nerves,  producing  a  violent  and  convulsive  oongl^ 
attended  with  a  peculiar  sound  characteristic  ol  the 
disease.  I  purposely  oait  from  this  definition  the 
s|ate  of  the  stomach,  as  the  complaint  may  exist  in  its 
perfect  form  without  any  affection  of  that  oiigan;  and 
'Cjprppose  to  devote  the  remainder  of  this  paper,  except 
&  few  words  upon  the  treatment,  to  the  completion  oi 
the  arguments  already  adduced  in  support  of  th£i 
definition  of  hooping-cough. 

.If  the  essential  character  of  zymotic  diseases  is  that 
thpy  are  transmissible  by  contagion,  which,  exciting  a 
ip^uliar  ferment  in  the  blood,  renders  it  ever  after 
!incapable  of  receiving  the  same  impression,  and  thus 
'secures  to  the  patient  an  immunity  from  future  attacks, 
we  have  greater  reason  to  claim  the'  admission  of 
pertussis  among  them,  than  that  of  any  now  grouped 
together    in  this  class  of  complaints;  for  a  second 
seizure  by  hooping-cough  is  far  more  rare  than  of 
^small-pox,  measles,  or  scarlatina..    In  each  of  thea(B 
diseases  we  observe  a  local  affection,  attended  with  ja 
^constitutional  disturbance  of  a  febrile  kind.   In  amall- 
poz  it  i^  the  dermis  and  deep  seated  portion  of  the 
iipucons  membrane  of  the  tongue,  fauces,  larynx,  and 
conjunctiva ;  in  scarlatina  it  is  the  papillae  of  the  akhi 
and  tongue,  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares 
and  throat,  with  the  tonsils;    in  measles  it  is  the 
capillaries  of  the  skin,  and  of  the  .  muco\is  membnine 
,<^the  eyes,  nares,  and.respiratory  passages,  that  consti- 
tute the  pathognomonic  seat  of  the  complaint.    So 
pertussis  affects  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane, 
and  some  pathologists  would  also  include  the  gastric 
under  its  influence ;  and  in  like  manner,,  its  first  inva« 
sion  exhibits  more  or  less  of  a  febrile  character,  the 
symptoms  of  the  early  stage  of  hooping»coogh  being 
purely  catarrhal.   As  in  other  zymotics  there  is  alwaya 
a  state  of  indisposition  that  precedes  the  appearance 
of  the  characteristic  eruption,  so  I  conceive  the  dubious 
primary  catarrh  of  pertussis  serves  as  a  forerunner 
to  the  outbreak  of  the  perfect  form  of  the  disease, 
distinguished  by  the  whoop  and  by  a  profuse  secretion 
.of  mncus. 

But  the  very  term  zymotic  necessarily  implies  a 
diseased  condition  of  the  b)ood,  the  source  of  life. and 
of  all  secretions;  and  although  we  shall  probably 
«n^ver  be  able  to  ascertain  what  changes  are  produced 
^ib'tbat  fluid  by  the  poison  it  has  imbibed,  nor.whera* 
fore  each  poison  selects  a  peculiar  locality  for.  the 
display  of  its  effects,  still  we  cannot  doubt  that  the 
blood,  directlyi  by  its  properties  or  productSi  Qt 
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ftdirectly,  br  its  action  on  the  nenres  and  brain,  Is  llie 
exciting  canie  of  the  'series  of  symptoms  to  which  we 
0170  the  name  of  pertussis;  The  diseasis,  as  has  been 
•Uted,  in  the  majoritj  of  cases,  assumes  the  features 
of  common  catarrh,  the  chief  distinction  being  a  change 
in  the  voice,  and  an  acute  tone  of  the  cough,  accord- 


tf ort.  Lastly,  if  we  apply  our  ear  to  the  chest  of  A 
patient  during  the  whoop,  we  find  that  very  Uttle  air 
penetrates  into  the  lungs.  Moreorer,  the  amount  oi 
morbid  changes  in  the  larynx  found  in  fatal  cases  oC 
pertussis,  is  quite  insufficient  to  cause  so  great  an 
obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air  to  the  chest,  being 


ing  to  Dr.  Cop)and,^a  difference  far  too  slig:ht  to  ena])!^   usually  confined  to  a  little  thickening,  with  more  or 


the  medical  attendant  to  decide  upon  the  nature  of 
the  complaint,  except  during  the  preralence  of  an 
e^^idemic,  although  the  cough  of  pertussis  has  generally 
a  Tiolent  conmlsire  character  from  the  first.  A  little 
later,  the  diminished  amount  of  febrile  disturbance, 
which  in  pertussis  subsides,  but  in  catarrh  and  bronchitis 
augments,  jMrrt  pattUt  with  the  rioleoce  of  the  cough, 
alfords  a  bettor  criterion ;  still  the  diagnosis  can  never 
be  sure  until  the  whoop  has  been  heard,  and  with 
this  sound  the  first  stage  of  hooping-cough  terminates, 
and  the  second  is  estabiished. 

As  the  symptoms  of  the  first  stage  present  f^w  or 
no  peculiarities,  we  cannot  afiirm  that  the  patholo^ 
of  pertussis  at  this  period  diflTers  from  that  of  bronchitiDj* 
or  catarrh,  and  the  consideration  of  its  specific  natul^ 
would  only  embarass  us,  without  throwing  any  Ugf&t 
upon  this  point ;  we  therefore  may  conclude  that  the 
disease,  as  in  these  affections,  consists  iti  an  farritatioli 
Of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air-passages,  which, 
producing  an  increased  secretion  of  mucus,  excites- 
the  effort  of  coughing  to  remove  the  obstruction  fhmr^ 
created  to  the  access  of  air  to  the  lungs. 

The  second  stage,  however,  is  remarkable  for  the 
occurrence  of  the  whoop,  which  is  so  peculiar  a 
symptom,  and  so  distinguishing  a  characteristic  of  the 
disease,  that  an  investigation  of  its  causes,  mechanical 
and  physiological,  must  almost  necessarily  lead  us  to 
an  explanation  of  all  the  other  phenomena  of  hooplt)|f- 
cough. 

As  it  is  universally  admitted  that  the  whoop  is  pro- 
duced from  the  larynx,  a  sketch  of  the  condition  X>f 
this  organ  in  certain  complaints,— as  croup,  oedemif 
glottldis,  and  laryngismus  stridulus,  in  which  analogous 
sounds  are  heard,  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  mechanical 
cause  of  this  symptom ;  but  it  is  only  by  a  reference 
to  its  specific  nature,  that  we  can  account  for  its 
occurrence  unattended  by  morbid  changes,  equal  In 
degree  or  extent  to  those  that  are  usually  met  with 
in  the  above  diseases.  In  croup,  it  is  the  narrowing 
of  the  passage  of  the  glottis  and  larynx,  by  the  tumefisc- 
tion  of  its  mucous  membrane,  or  by  a  fibrinous  exuda- 
tion, that  makes  botb  the  expulsive,  as  well  u  the 
inspiratory,  effort  of  the  cough,  liable  to  be  mistaken 
for  the  cough  and  whoop  o(  pertussis.  In  oedema  of 
the  glottis  there  is  a  still  greater  amount  of  contraction 
of  the  larynx ;  yet  the  expiration  is  pretty  free,  and  it 
is  only  the  inspiration  that  is  attended  with  an  abnormal 
sound,  arising  from  the  atmospheric  pressure  forcing 
inwards  the  swollen  edges  of  the  rima  glottidis,  and 
thus  obstructing  the  passage.  In  laryngismus  stridulus, 
or  crowing  inspiration,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  peculiar  sound  of  the  respiration  Is  owing  to 
a  spasmodic  closure  of  the  larynx,  although  very  great 
obscurity  rests  upon  the  pathology  of  this  disease. 
Dr.  Pife's  comparison  of  the  whoop  to  the  ptsssare  of 
a  foreign  body  in  the  larynx,  indicates  its  origin  from 
mecbanical  obstmction.  'Again,  if  we  try  to  imitate 
the  soend,  we  can  oaly  do  so  by  aeariy  cloaittg  the 
glottis  at  the  same  mooieat  that  we  make  an  iaspkalofy 


less  redness  of  the  mucous  membrane;  and,  as  no 
analogous  sounds  are  produced  in  other  diseases  affect-^ 
ing  respiration,  besides  those  above  mentioned,  we  are 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whoop,  the  character^ 
istic  of  the  second  stage  of  pertussis,  is  produced  by 
a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  glottis,  and  therefore 
is  dependent  upon  some  affection  of  that  portion  of  the 
nervous  respiratory  system  that  presides  over  the 
motions  of  the  larnynx. 

The  excito-motory  system  of  the  larynx  consists  o£ 
the  superior  laryngeal  nerve,  the  afferent,  and  the 
inferior  laryngeal  or  recurrent  nerve,  the  efferent^ 
togetlier  with  the  medulla  oblongata,  as  the  central 
sihisorinm  or  medium  of  communication  between  tbem« 
Thus  the  laryngeial  receives  an  impression,  and  transmits 
it  to  the  medulla,  which  instantly  regulates  the  move<« 
ments  of  the  laryngeal  muscles  through  their  motor 
,  nerve^— the  recurrent ;  or,  if  the  medulla  be  directiy 
'affected  by  an  irritant,  it  mayi direct  the  motions  of 
the  larynx  through  the  recurrent,  irrespective  of  any 
;  illrpression  from  the  laryngeal.  Such  an  irritant  I 
conceive  to  exist  in  the  poisoned  blood  of  pertussis^ 
which  also  modifies  the  secretion  of  the  respiratory 
mucous  membrane,  so  as  to  render  it  preternatural  in 
quantity  and  tenacity.  Hence  both  the  above  modei 
of  irritation  are  present  in  hooping-cough ;  for  there 
is'^an  increased  secretion  of  a  tenacious  morbid  mncoSi 
dtat  requires  a  series  of  powerful  repulsive  efforts  for 
its  dislodgement  and  expulsion  from  the  chest ;  and 
these  same  efforts  by  loading  the  medulla  with  vitiated 
blood,  impeded  in  its  return  to  the  lungs,  so  interfere 
with  its  function  in  the  co-ordination  of  the  muscular 
efforu  of  the  chest  and  larynx,  that  the  glottis  still 
pn§eroes  its  state  of  contraction,  at  the  same  moment 
that  the  chest  is  striving  to  expand  itself  for  the 
re-admission  of  air  to  the  exhausted  lungs.  I  use. 
the  word  j^rsssrMs,  because  no  efforts  of  coughing 
sufiiciently  powerful  to  expel  the  mucus  can  be 
made,  unless  the  glottis  be  considerably  contracted  at 
the  moment  of  expiration. 

That  congestion  or  irriution  of  the  medulla  oblongata 
ia  sufficient  to  produce  the  spasmodic  contraction  o£ 
the  glottis  that  causes  the  whoop,  we  have  a  strong 
confirmation,  in  the  source  of  crowing  inspiration 
being  frequendy  traceable  to  this  cause;  and  in  some 
cases  the  contraction  is  so  energetic  that  it  does  not 
relax  till  after  the  deatii  of  the  patient,  which.takee 
place  in  consequence  of  the  spasm  producing  asphyxia. 
But  we  derive  yet  stronger  argumento  in  favour  of  this 
view,  from  the  consideration  of  many  of  the  exciting 
causes  of  the  paroxysms  of  hooping-cough,  the  in« 
flnence  of  which  is  to  be  explained  by  their  effect  in 
inducing  such  a  sUte  of  the  medulla.  Thus,  all  rioleat 
aftd  sudden  emotions,  aad  their  expressions,  as  cryingi, 
laughing,  shooting,  and  all  efforts,  disturb  die  actioa 
of  the  heart,  which  either  directiy,  or  by  re-action, 
expeb  die  blood  towards  the  bead  with  greater  forces 
and  immediately  excites  the  cough.  Again,  during 
deep  diere  is  a  tendency  to  congestion  of  dM  bniB« 
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3ftdi|»«iMleBt3y  of  tbe  borii6atal  pottute,  wbich  alto 
mai^ttkU  it,  And  heutt  tbe  coug^  it  troablcftonM  at 
idg^t;  IV  xoKf  be  objected  .tbet  siuilar  CA«ses' wfll 
j^fote'  ain  aceeM  el*  eongb  in  ofber.  catanrbal'  affBO» 
HoDi,  and  etpechily  in  aitbaaa;  but,  admitang^tbie  to 
k0tiib4Baae»  I  edntcnd  tbst  tiie  congii  ia  not  lo  eaailgr 
ttsdtBd,  nor  ia  it  80  violent  in  ordiaarf  CMtfarrfaa  as  i^ 
jpftaaiiH,  end  ti»  ^exception  of  aatbttw  favonia  rather 
ttai^«ppoaea.tbia  Tiew,  aa  there  ia  alvasnat  a  greater  or 
leaa  'saaAonni.  ol  cerebral  congeation  in  the  nerrous 
lioMi-ol.  that.dia^Me.. 

.  The.  prolQAgation  of  tbe  parozyama  of  congbiag 
after  tbe  fiiat  aeries  of  ezpnkive  efforts,  and  the  conae- 
qnaitt  whoop  haf«  tarminated,  ia  to  be  explained  by 
the  penisleaee  of  some  irriution.  either,  of  mupna  in 
the  bronchi,  or  of  food  in  tbe  stomacb,  for  when  tbeae 
lai«  been  cmptiM  of  tfadr  contenta^  the  paroxysm 
tBrmiMtea.'  Tbe  eonsideralion  of  this  symptoaii<of 
vomiting  has  bitberto  been  omitted^  because  it  is 
maither  peculiar  to  hooping-cough,  nor  .iarariably 
paeaent,  and  becauae  it  is  more  or  leas  an  attendant 
vpbn  all^aevere  %.Vb  of  eongbiog,  from  wbaterer  eaoae,  io 
auaiy  penons.  Indeed,  when  we  retteet  upon  tbe 
nnmeroua  aympathies  of  the  etomaeh,  beaiOes  ite  own 
affections^  that  may  induce  romituig,  it  ia  aimost 
impoaaible  to  :fix  upon  any  one  sole  caase  <»f  tbe 
qpmptom  in  hooping-eough ;  lor  instance,  the  Ton^tiog 
maybe  the  effect  of  the  mechaoical  comprcwioa^^ 
the ^parietes of  the slonadi by Aeefltartaof cooghing, 
wUek  also  ofereeise  the  reaistaaee  of  the  other 
aphlanters;  or  it  may  arise  from  the  irritation  of  the 
lugnBe  and  bronchi,  by  the  nnicur  being  tranamttted  to 
1dm  itoaMch,  aa  occara  when  the  faacea  and  laryaa  are 
tiahlid  by  a  leather  \  or  from  a  aiauiar  traasauasion  of 
tlM  apeeUMr- irritation  bjrme^na  ef  the  par  Tagnm,^ 
iheHitOMich ;  or  it  may  be  the  result  of  conglsstiaB  of 
tho  hrai»  by  the  coogh^  either  simply  or  apecific,  pro- 
iadag  ita  nsoal  effisct  of  vertigo  and  sickness..  On 
these  gfouads  tbe  solution  of  this  question  may  be 
fairly  left  for  future  diaeoveriea.  At  present  our  view 
0f  tbe  pathology  of  the  coogh  is  not  rendered  clearer, 
whichever  we  asay.  adopt  aa  being  tbe  cause  of  the 
vomiting  that'oecaafeeoaBy  attends  it. 

Rom  what  haa  been  staled,  we  may  brieflyTecapito* 
late 'the  aerieaof  events  that  conititate  Uie  pathology 
Of  pertossia  io  the  following  order  of  sequence :~ 
ftpedfic  toxication  of  the  blood,  inducing  irritation  of 
lie  hrooehi  and  iacreaaed  aeoretioa  of  mocos,  aad 
oonaequeal  congeation  of  the  hings ;  toxication,  and 
eoageation  of  the  brain  aad  medulla  oblOngau  by  the 
blood,  now  rendered  sttH  more  vitiated  by  tbe  pol* 
nonary  eongeatiott,  whicb,  prodadog  specific  irritation 
Of  tbe  respiratory  nerves,  renders  them  more  eaaily 
afllecied  by  aHgb^  stimuli,  and  causes  irregular  coo- 
tractions  of  tbe  muscles  under  their  influence,  so  as  to 
produce  a  spasmodic  cough  of  a  peculiar  kind. 

9f  this  view  of  the  patbology  of  pertussis,  its  com- 
plications  are  eadly  explained.  Tbe  bead  symptoms 
are  the  effects  of  the  congestion  of  tbe  brain,  from  the 
ifiolence  of  tbe  cough  opposing  tbe  retura  of  the  blood 
io  the'  chest.  Tbe  abdominal  coafpticatioaa  also  am 
aaoetfy  referrible  to  the  same  caoee.  Of  the  chest 
Offectiont,  some  arise  from  tbe  mechanical  effecti  of 
the  blood  and  air  expelled  from,  and  compressed  with 
violence  wiffain,  their  vesseli,  br  the  efforts  of  coughing ; 
•AOTs  from  dttple  congeation  of  the  bloody  while  a 


Ibird  order  arise  from  oifaoic  chaaiea  iadoced .ia  thor 
6iiOgosted  blood  by  tbe  inflaonce  of  aocidenta).  chr-^ 
cnmatiaeea  or  hereditary  predi^ontioa.  Heaca  it 
follows^  that  the  niorbid  appearancee  in  fatal  caaea  oC 
pertpaais  may  be  very  varioua^  though  in  mj..  owiii 
experience  eongeatioa  of  tbe  brain  aad  innga,  with 
eaiphysema  of  the  iatter^H^gaas,  baro'been  mostaaoaUy 
aiet  with.  I  have  never  met  with  pore  crepitation  Ja 
pertussis,  thongh  moeoua  rattlesi.with  bvoachialneapi*- 
ration*  are  yery  coramoa  physical  wm^  m^  ^<v  thaan 
reasons,  aad  that  alleged  by  Dn.iife,  that  the. fevec 
beara  ao  propovtioo  to  tbe  violence  of  the  aymptoqu^ 
I  do  oot  believe  that  hoopingf«ougl»  must  be  attendpd^ 
though  it  ia  pceeeded,  hy  broncbitia;  and  theiefoi^^. 
when  there  ia  no  fever  present,.  I  can»ooly  attabiite 
the  mufions  rattle,  to  increaaod  secretioo  from  con« 
gostioo  of  tbe  lungs.  r 

In  order  to  oomplete  our  aceoaot  of  the  patholqgTW 
it  remaiaa  for  us  to  ahew  by  what  OMana  pertoasia 
weOn  itsdf  out  durinr  its  third  poripd,  or  that  oC 
decline*  Aa  it  differs  from  the  other  iafectioas  diaoaaea 
Itf^otrbeiag  atteaded  arith  any  viaihle  local  naanifeata- 
tiOa  of  ita  action»  we  caanot  atata  .with  cartunty^  hoae 
the  blood  caata  off  the  aymotic  eleowat  ^  but  raaaoaiac 
Item  tbe  aniUogy  of  the  reat,  in  wfaieb  the  bceatb^ 
almoat  all  the  accretions,  and  more  particularly  the 
specifle  produots  of  the  malady^  are  contagioqiw  vo 
may  infer  that  tbe  emunctoriea  of  the  body  are  the- 
outlets  by  wbich  the  morbid  products  makf  theic 
escape.  Still  there  ia  no  aucb  apeedj  convalescence  ao 
we  frequently  see  in  the  otbert;  tbe  cough  may  become 
rapidly  leu  frequent  and  violent,  but  it  does  not  ceaae 
suddenly,  and  leave  the  patient  with  nothing  but^ 
debility  to  contend  againat.  Thia  slow  convaleaoence» 
howevei^  is  quite  consistent  with  the  view  that  ha% 
been  taken  of  the  nervous  nature  of  the  cough,  and  i% 
is  well  known  how  diftcak  it  ia  foe  the  q^atem  to  ahake 
off  any  habii  of  a  convulsive  kii^d,— aa  hyateria,  thorei^ 
littd  epilepey ;  and  tiie  fadlii^  with  which  tbe  diaeaa^ 
returoa  ander  the  influence  of  a  commoo  cold,  or  othoc 
uTitatioa»  eraa-  moptha  aftea  it  is  auppoadd  to  be  oared» 
ia  a  strong  support  to  tbeidoaof  ita  esaeatiaUy  ooi^roaa 
character  in  the  latter  ataa^.  I  coacdv^  thenj  that 
the.  ayatem.  relievef  itaciV  of  tim  dMga  of  hoo|Maf« 
eoogb  (to  use  a  aymotic  metaphor^  by  the  secretions^ 
but  the  diaease  not  baviog„like  the  other  zj^otics^  anjr 
special  organ  except  the  bronchial  membrane  on  wbidt 
t^  eaert  ita  force,  tbe  purification  of  tbe  bloody  and 
bcnca  tbe  convalescence^  ia  more  protracted  than  in 
them. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  pertussis,  in  mil4 
cases  I  have  found  that  recommended  by  Dr.  Fife^ 
viz.,  emetica  and  sedatives,  with  an  occasional  mild 
mercurial  to  correct  any  disordered  secretions,  quite 
suificient  to  carry  tbe  patient  through  the  disease  with 
comfort  and  safety.  But  when  tbe  cough  is  violent, 
tbe  features  puffy,  tbe  eyes  bloodshot,  and  there  ia 
general  oppression,  with  mucous  ratUes  in  the  lungs*  I 
caOnot  agree  with  Dr.  Fife  in  bit  objection  to  depletioo 
by  leeches,  (I  have  never  used  general  bleeding,)  aa  I 
find  them  to  have  freqnentiy  a  moat  remarkable  effoct 
la  rolievinf  tbe  ooogeetioa  and  mitigating  the  paroz* 
yams  whea  applied  to  the  head  and  chest.  Of  the  twi^ 
medea,  however,  when  both  organs  are  affected*  I  har^ 
Coond  iioat  benefit  from  thdr  opplipatioa  to  the  hpa^  : 
.>Xt  ia  chiefly  in  conagqjienflOi  of  ita  leading  to  thif' 
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asa 


neglect  of  depletion,  that  I  consider  Dr.  Fife's  thepi^  that  she  was  not  conscious  that  any  operation  had  beea 
•«f  hooping-congfa  as  too  exclusive  to  be  ftsal^'gtilde  in  petfoTmedi  and  the  bladder  regained  its  power  imine« 
practice,  forttmtnt'm  it^ JaMW^ftUaitjtoiiiagftr    diatili.  M.A».  PfiSm'^t  M  c(|(bfiU»:.jr«L tttalAed 


tion  (in  i^hicb  case  alonrhe  admits  itscoecessity^)  is  so 
nre.  a  coaiplicationr  that  I  gceatly  fear  if  we  poetpone 
onr  depletion  till  onv  patient  hss  exhibited  onequirocal 
•ysBptooie  of  inflamtiatioii,  our  remedy  will  be  appl^d  i 
loo  late  te  be  efficac|ou». 

The  saiie  principU  shq^ld  be  kept  in  riew  in  treating 
Ike  complications,— jiria., -that  pertussis  is  a  congesti?e 
and  not  an  inflammatory  disease,  except  at  its  com* 
nencemeit ;  and  e?en  if;  inflammation-  do  supervene, 
Jt  is  not  of  a  nature  to  .be  treated  by  violent  anti* 
phlogistic  remedies. 

In  con^uaion^I.wouII  beg  ttf  reeaU  to  thenotice  of 
the  profemion,  a  plan  ^at  I  have  found  signally  nsel^ 
4n  all  complaints  of  the  luags»  of  children  and  infants 
«apeciaU]r|| — ^viz.,  to  change  their  positieii  in  al^ep,  in 
order  that  th»  blood  may  not  gravitate  toq  much  taoi^e 
tide  from  lying  too  long  upon  it..  The  reoearc|iea^Qf 
Dr.  Alisoa,  in  shewing  the  ejects  o^  infl^math>n  in 
impeding  the  circulation:  of  .  the  bipod  through  <hf^ 
capillaries  of  die  lungs,  and  of  M,  AncDnal,  in  provipg.liie 
tendency  of  congestion  t^  teminate*  in  soUdificatioB, 
■sdfor^  the  true  explanation  .of   the  btitefit.  of  this 

practice.  .       r 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient-servsot,  . 

T.  OGI^R  WaMV^ 
Kensington,  Sept.  6,  1847.  *    ^ 


seventeen  days,  during  the  whole  of  which  period  it 

occasioned  much  pain  and  irritation ;  nevertheless,  on 

the  fourth  day  after  the  extraction,  the  incontinence 

ef  urine  ceased  entirely. 

I  have  repeatedly  found  the  sponge«tent.  extr^nelr 

useftil  in  opening  the  necl^  of  the  uterus  for  the'  pw»< 

pose  of  exploring  its  cavity,  and  for  the  removal  d 

tumours.    The  introductioo  gives  but  very  slight  pain, 

and  the  dilatation  is  so  gradually  effected,  as  scdrcelf 

to  be  felt. 

JONATHAN  TOOGOQD. 

Torqpuay,  October  12, 1S47. 


SEPdier  OF  THE  mSEASES  AND  MORTALITY 
OF  ROMSJCY,  HANTS. 

^^    .   .  By  Faakcx^  Buckbll,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S. 

AFRIL  TO  JUKB,  1842. 


EMPLOYWENT  Of  SPONGE*TENT  TO  DILATE 
.    THE  URETtlliA  IN  THE  FEMALE. 

VO  ms  SDITOB  OF  TBS.  PROYINCIAL    MBDICAL   ANll 

.  SVBQi'CAL  JOUsiNAL.  .,, 

iSiB,  .... 

la  the  last  number  of  the  fournai,  Mr.  Worthiogton 
relates  a  caae  of  sttccfssful  cxtrafrtion  of  a  calcuJiHP 
-from- the  bladder  of  a  female  by  Weis»'a  dilator,  and 
states,  **  that  Hie  procdssioX  dilatitfion  .was  domnieAced 
at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  at  theend  of 
eveiy  two  hourl  be  visited-tfae  pstienrt  for  the  -purpose 
of  giving  the  screw  of.the  instrument  from  a  quarter 
to  half  a  turn."    Having  understood  from  those '1rht> 


preferred  dfiaifng  the  ur4tbra  with  spoftge-tCOX,  Which 

I  have  alwayrfdund  g  safe,  enctust,'  ami  eisj  uiude 

of  accompltshfng  the  object.    I  have  twice  succeeded 

in  this  way  in  extracting  a  female  catheter  which 

had  accidentally  sUppcE  into  the  bladder,  wTth'sd  much 

«ase,  that  I  should  alwijs  a^opt  the  same  glan  with 

confidence,  for  the  reoM^val  of  calculus  or  any  other 

foreign  body.    The* plan  was  as  follows:— A  sponge 

tent  somewhat  larger  and  Idnger  than  a  female  catheter 

waa  passed  jnto  the  bladder,  and  allowed  to  renlain 

eight  or  ten  houn,  by  which  time  the  urethra  was 

jufllciently  dilated  to  admit  the  passage  of  the  finger 

readily  into  the  bladder,  and  the  ihtroduction  of  a  pafr 

-of  forcepfc,  liy  which  the  ealhels^waevenM^Msd^iMMsi 

^y /difficulty.    In  the  first, case  4he  patient  wsaa  not 

4iware  that  the  accident  had  happened;  the  catheter 

renakitfd  lb  the  bkdder  fllWtn-dityf  without  prodneiog 

•any  IrriUtion,  and  the  extraction  was  so  easily  effected 
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SUBOlCAf.   JOOBNAt. 
w-      ^'•t  ...    1  

.  I.  herewith  send  the  Mortality  and  iSick  Eeglstern, 
:^C!9  fpr>he  second  SLuartei:  of  the.  pre^ojt  ye^r. 
^rll-  wtU  •  be  seen,  by  a  eomparisoB  -with  the  first 
quarter,  that  there  •  has -beea  a  cbnsideral^le  ide^p-eesoj 
both  of  sickness  and  mortality,  (258  and  39,  iestead 
of  353  and  44.)  There  has' also  been  a-  striking 
diminution  in  the  number  of  birtAit^34  instead  Of  54») 
The  principal  decrease  lua  been  under  the  head  pul« 
ftonary  tliseases,  (31  and  7,  instead  of-  80  and  II.) 
'^  The  nek  repuier  also  shows  a  flsarked  ^sHing  off  in 
tiie  number  of  fever  cases,  (42 'instead  of '72-;)  whilst 
ihemorfdrify  (able  exBiBils  an  increase  Under  the  same 

fead.j;;  instead  of  1.)  •;;/■'     • 

The  decrease  in  the  sick  regiiter  is  chiefly  seen  ia 
the yeina/«  column;  the  number  of  females  beiiig  79, 
that  of  males  only  161,  /ees  thAit  .duriog  the  first 
qiiarter. 

'I'be  numbers  under  the  head  of -diseases  ^  the 
digestjv^  organs  ^e  (he  samie  (68,]  in  the  nek  takk 


have  emi^oyed  that  instrument,  that  it  occasions. much 

pain,  I  have  never  used  it  in  my  own  practice,  hut  haw  1  ••  *«"««  the  first  quarter  5  in  the  mortaiii^  r^kter 


there  is  a  slight  increase  (7  instead  of  6,}  under  tfaia 


*  Of  the  si<  months,  Jaamry  was  the  moet  iickly» 
(100;)  Jime Ae  meet  healthy,  {71%)  the  other 
differed  iMit  Uttlefrbm  each  other,  {9^  to  100.) 


'  If  can  Temperiflxre  ^ 


of  the  isi-qpukitet 
8ud 


n 


it 


t» 


Fressara 


of  the  1st  quarter 


•  {     „    aid 


Prevailing  Wind  .  {^  ^.""^aJd*^"*?' 


Dsaaeu. 

i8.6t 

zqcaas. 
29L4iO 
29.217 

N.t. 
S.W. 


As  the  epidemic  of  measles  has  extended  Into  Ju^ 

Mkd  August,  I  shall  defer  any  observations  respecCiBf 

it  WBiil  the  Beat  yeseer. 

I  am*  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  BUCKBLL,  M.R.CA 
Romaey^  Aogutt  16, 1847. 
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decTd^dly  bytterical»  being  often  lonewhAt  meUncholic, 
highly  irritable,  has  the  globus  hystaricui,  etc.,  rendering 
no  doubt,  wbaterer,'  as  to  the  nature  of  the  affection. 
During  the  paroxysms  John  P  ■  presented  mueh 
.tbe  same  kind  of  symptoms  as  the  girl  Cooper.  There 
wfts  Higfat  lacfarymation,  a  sensation  of  choking,  a  wild 
incoberent*ltke  tossing,  with  great  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, and  a  congested  state  of  the  coununance,  whidi 
demonstrated  aspbyxtal  symptoms.  The  hands  were 
suddenly  clinched,  and  the  inferior  extremities  involun* 
tarilv  ffiOTed  in  conrulsire  twitches,  and  he  intimated 
that  he  felt  ft  painful  tightness  at  the  chest  and  throat. 
Prom  these  facts,  theQ,  it  would  be  difficult  to  dispel 
the  ^oi)imon  of  there  being  eridence  of  true  hysteria 
present,  with  #hateteC  other  conditions  associated. 

Respecting  the  treatment  of  the  two  ca^,  it  is  quite 
•Undeniable  that  medicines  which  produce  a  ready  seda- 
tiTV  Sflsd  antispasmodic  effect  upon  tbe  neirous  system 
cotfetitute  the  class  of  remedies  most  coircctly  indicated. 
Our  object  is  to  OTercome  the  morbid  irritability  whick 
there  is  ita  the  n^rrous  centres,  and'whea  the  parosysmnl 
Mtackshave  subsided,  to  stfen^ftbenthesystem  byueaM 
ofj^xMCs,  of  which  the  mineral  kind  are  the1>est,  eepeet-* 
kUirDiM  preparations  of  iron.  Both  it  is  obsenred  were 
k)le^.  Biood*ietting  was  had  recourse  to  on  two 
accountSy^^rst  to  relieve  -the  congested  state  of  the 
vital  organs,  especially  tbe  lungv,  which  had  beoK 
induced  by  the  imperfect  aeration  of  the  blood,  •■ 
eijiaced  by  congestion  of  the  features,  senie  of  suffoon- 
tioi,'  incoherence,  etc. ;  secondly,  to  promote  general 
moRular  relaxation,  thus  orercoming  the  spasmodic 
rigidity  in  the  muscles  proper  to  the  larynx,  and 
tbefMre  averting  the  dangers  of  immediate  suffocation* 
l/nless  absolutely  indicated  by  tbe  imminent  perH  of' 
the  patient,  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
abstraction  of  blood  in  cbforotie  women  is  not  good 
practice,  and  indeed. we  should  then  always  avoid 
having  recourse  to  tbe  lancet  when  other  remedies  caa 
be  safely  substituted,  for  the  more  we  bleed  the  greater 
will  become  that  mobility  of  the  nervous  system,  which 
is  the  prelude  to,  ^or  perhaps  tbe  main  cause  of,  these 
conditions.  It  is  true,  however,  as  all  men  of  experi- 
ence must  acknowledge,  that  under  these  kind  of  affec- 
tions, delicate  young  women  will  occasionally  endnrc^ 
not  only  with  impunity,  but  be  benefitted  by  the  Ion 
of  large  quantities  of  blood. 

An  instance  illustrative  of  this  assertion  was  tup- 
lied  during  the  last  few  weeks.  Martha  C  » 
a  young  woman,  aged  23,  hair  dark,  of  somewhat 
waxy  complexion,  and  hitherto  of  delicate  heaitl^ 
was,  after  having  rigors  and  slight  nausea,  attacked 
with  very  acute  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which 
inip^f/ued  on  the  gentlest  pressure.    The  pulse 
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On  a  perusal  of  the  first  of  these  caaes.  it  is  seen 
that  the  patient  was  a  young  and  somewhat  chlorotic- 
looking  girl.  The  affection,  as  in  children,  came  on 
with  great  suddenness.  There  was  a  degree  of  attendant 
spasm  in  the  muKles  proper  to  t}itf  chest,  as  evinced  by 
the  sensation  of  constriction  experienced  when  full 
inspiration  was  attempted.  The  stethoscope  at  once 
proved  that  the  disease  was  notin  tbe  chest,  but  in  the 
larynx,  notwithstanding  the  sense  of  pain  in  the  chest, 
and  this  was  the  partial  closure  of  tbeglottideal  chink. 
The  bleeding  produced  relief  by  itslnduction  af  general 
relaxation.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  inst.,  she  had  no 
return,  nor  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  were  there  any 
pyrexial  syinptoms  indicative  of  the  existence  of 
inflammatory  action.  Tbe  paroxysms  which  subie* 
quently  came  on  during  that  day,  were  in  a  moment, 
and  during  their  continuance,  as  seen  from  the  reports^ 
there  were  hysterio^pileptical  symptoms,  in  addition 
to  those  immediately  produced  by  the  aspbyxial  con* 
dition  under  which  she  laboured.  It  has  been  said  that 
damp  and  cold  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  production 
of  laryngismus  stridulus,  and  that  crOup,  on  the 
contrary,  is  mainly  brought  on  by  these  conditions.  It 
is  quite  clear  from  the  above  cases  that  the  first  of  these 
statements  is  incorrect,  as  in  both  instances  wet  and 
cold  were  the  exciting  causes.  The  girl.  Cooper,  had 
been  employed  most  of  the  day  on  which  her  illness  com-* 
menced  in  pumping  and  carrying  water  out  of  tbe  house, 
which  had  come  in  during  a  great  flood  of  an  adjacent 
stream,  and  her  feet  had  been  wet  (ox  some  boors.  The 
boy  stated,  that  lUe  day  before  his  attack  he  was 
thoroughly  wet,  and  on  the  following  morning  he  had^ 
in  a  great  measure  lost  his  voice. 

The  instance  of  John   P  supplies  a  good 

example  of  one  of  those  cases  but  rarely  observed,  of 
distinct  hysterical  symptoms  in  tbe  male.  When  such 
become  manifest  in  this  sex,  (the  male,)  it  is  about 
puberty,  when  the  generative  organs,  and  the  body 
generally,  undergo  a  great  change,  or  in  the  persons  of 
nervous  and  excitable  young  men,  though  cases  have 
been  recorded  of  distinct  hysteria  occiirring  in  a  stout 
plethoric  man.  Sydenham,  Hoffman,  Whytt,  Ferriar, 
Villermay,  Georget,  ConoUy,*  etc.,  favour  the  opinion 
that  undisputed  hysteria  may  occur  in  the  male ;  when 
in  this  sex  it  is  never,  however,  so  unequivocally 

developed  as  in  females,  perhaps  owing  to  the  greater    full*  quick,  and  of  good  htrenl^th;  the  slda  rather 
mobility  which  there  ••  in  the  latter  than  tha  forasar«<.hot»  but  not  40^.    Perceiving  her  chlorotic  condi- 


The  present  writer  knows  a  married  gentieman,  of  two 
or  three   and  thirty  years  of  age,  who  at  times  is 

•  *'  Dr.  Copland's  Med.  Diet./*  Art.  Hysteria,  See.  40. 


tion,  and  being  informed  by  her  mother  that  tbe 
abstraction  of  a  very  small  <^ntity  of  blood,  not  more 
than  four  oaacas».a  short  time  previously,  had  induced 
a  most  alarming  syncope,  I  was  led  to  give  a  large 
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dpiQof  calomel  and  opium*  and  ordered  sinapiamSybot 
Mypjicatioiii,  etc.,  to  the  abdomen  and  inferior  extremi- 
liea-  ^be  ttill  complained  of  mncb  pain,  and  in  a  ve|7 
Wthtnng  manner  tossed  about  in  bed,  wbilat  the 
appetence  of  the  countenance  and  her  general  asipect 
niindeafed  cbaracterietics  of  that  protean  malady— 
Hftm^iaf;  jet  these  vere  so  mixed  up  with  other 
lynd^toan,  ami  of  such  an  anomaloos  description,  as 
tfi.  leare  some  degree  of  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis 
1Hk$  opiate  was  repeated  within  an  hour,  although  she 
would  now  instead  hare  been  bled,  had  it  not  been  at 
tbe  particular  solicitation  of  the  mother,  who  begged 
earnestly  that  I  would  try  any  other  means  except 
blood-letting,  at  the  thoughts  of  which  she  was  con- 
iiderabfy  agitated,  owing  to  the  circumstance  before 
aiUftioned.  She  now  had  what  was  equivalent  to 
newly  100  drops  of  laudannm,  but  without  producing 
amcely  any  relief;  I  therefore  determined  to  bleed,  by 
a  lai]ge  orifice,  to  syncope,  if  the  pain  did  not  abate  on 
a  le^i  powerful  impression  being  made  on  the  circula- 
tion.   This,  it  was  to  be  anticipated  from  the  mother's 


This  case  terminated  in  fever,  and  migbt  be  con- 
sidered as  hysteria  engmfted  upon  that  disease ;  nor 
is  it  a  very  uncommon  thing  for  the  initiatory  stage  of 
fever  to  assume  sucb  complications  in  pale  cblorotic 
looking  girls. 

Some  few  months  ago  a  you&g  lady  was  suddenly 
taken  with  violent  spasmodic  pains  in  the  epigastrium, 
and  she  also  bore  considerable  doses  of  opium,  nor  was 
she  relieved  until  blood-letting  was  also  employed:  her 
case  too  terminated  in  fever.  When  it  is  recollected 
that  according  to  the  Cullenian  theory  the  brain  and 
spinal  marrow  are  the  first  organs  which  become 
affected  with  the  poisonous  agent,  it  may  easily  be 
conceived  that  the  organic  nervous  influence  wili 
participate  in  the  morbid  impression,  and  that  the 
manifest  characters  of  such  impression  will  be  de« 
termlned  mainly  according  to  particular  predispositions 
of  certain  parts ;  hence  where  there  is  great  mobility 


atatetnent,  might  be  done  by  a  slight  loss  of  vital  AM/  of  the  nervous  system,  and  proclivity  to  hysteria,  this 

Twenty^fbur  ounces  were,  hoirever,  ukea  before  asadi  complaint  would  be  likely  to  become  developed  during 

iMMttt  iVfts  produced,  or  the  pulse  markedly  affjectet^  the  disturbance  created  in  the  system  in  incipient 

then  became  for  some  few  mUiAtes  faint,  and  after-  ferer. 


^nfda-  expressed  henelf  as  better.     Two  grains  ^  of 
^fjdered  opium  were  given,  with  five  of  calomel,  an^ 
in.  (he  course  of  two  or  three  hours  she  was  much 
easier,   the    tenderness  in  a  great  measure  bavfog^ 
vanisbed.   On  the  following  momfng  another  putaejik^i 
eaUe  on,  which  fomentations,-  etc.,  alleviated.    The> 
bl66fl  Wa»  not  in  the  slightest  degree  buffed  or  cupped, 
aod  the  Crassameniom  was  proportionately  less  than 
■tnaal.    Two  days  subsequent  to  this  a  hurrying 
wumm  intimated  that  she  had  again  very  suddenly 
b^me , affected  with  pain,  indeed  the  informant  said 
ijie  was  dying.    On  reaching  the  house  several  of  tftt 
neighbours  were  assembled  to  witness,  in  their  opinien, 
tbif  thkt  ilpproaching  struggles  of  dissolution.     The 
pitt  bad  now  migrated  to  the  chest,  and  she  gj^ve. 
c^Maidn  to  her  suffering  in  piteous  cries,  which  were 
flMftst  distressing  to  those  around*    She  felt  so  tight 
aJNiit  the.  chest  and  throat,  that  she  was  as  if  suffo- 
ea^aa,  and  on  each  imperfect  expansion  of  the  thorax 
violent  lancinating  pain  was  experienced'.    The  connte* 
nance  was  anxious,  expressive  of  much  obstruction  in 
fhb  circulation,  and  although  the  pulse  was  of  tolerable 
atrengtb,  yet  a  general  review  of  the  case  impressed  me 
wfUi  tbe  conviction  of  her  being  in  a  precarions  con- 
dition.    Profiting  from  the  experience  Of  her  last 
attaek»  and  from  such  not  having  much  confidence  in 
a^y  other  methods  except  tbe  lancet,  it  was  at  once 
determined  to  overcome  by  the  induction  of  syncope 
the  spasmodic  rigidity  which  there  was  in  tbe  muscles 
pifP^  to  the  respiratory  fanctioos.      Another  large 
basin' of  blood  was  taken  with  immediate  advantage, 
altboogb  tbe  relief  was  not  so  continuous  as  might 
bava  been  desired.    Other  adjuvants,  as  calomel  and 
^nm,  an  antispasmodic  enema,  composed  of  turpen- 
tine, solution  of  morphia,  and  the  foetid  tincture, 
4|na^aims  to  the  dorsal  region  of  the  spine,  fomentations, 
etc.,  were  employed.    It  may  here  be  remarked  that 
there  was  now  no  pain  in  the  abdomen,  but  tbe  ifte^- 
Hon  was  soleljr  located  in  tbe  thorax,  extending  to  the 
Ar6at.    She  had  one  ot  two  other  attacks,'  and  wa» 
tiia^  in  a  similar  manner. 


To  return  to  tbe  question  of  blood-letting  in  the  casea 
particularly  under  consideration.     I  am  fu4ly  aware, 
as  bas  already  been  advanced,  that  to  bleed  chlorotid 
patients  for  their  anomalous  pains,  as  a  general  rule,  is 
neither  in  accordance  with  physiological  and  patbo* 
logical  deductions,  nor  borne  out  by  experience ;  yet, 
in  instances  like  that  of  Cooper,  where  considerable 
spasmodic  action  existed  in  a    vital  part— the  air* 
passages,   and    that  of  Martha  €•*— ,   where   the 
muscles  proper  to  the  respiratory  functions  were  in 
a  rigid  fixity,  tending  in  both  cases  to  asphyxia,  a 
less  evil  is  had  recourse  to,  in  order  to  prevent  a  greater; 
for  in  cases  of  sucb  emergency,  our  main  object  is  to 
avert  present  danger,  and  relieve  existent  suffering. 
It  was  requisite,  «s  observed,  to  produce  an  immediate 
and  powerful  impression  upon  tbe  heart's  action,  and 
thus  by  lowering  the  circulation,  overcome  the  re« 
sistent  spasm  in  the  muMles  directly  essential  to  life, 
which  could  only  be  done  by  copious  depletion.    That 
the  practice  was  correct  seems  evident,  from  the  suc- 
cessful results  by  which  it  was  followed.    Whenever 
we  bleed,  we  should  ever  be  guided  by  the  condition 
of  the  pulse,  and  in  all  of  these  cases  it  whs  of  good 
strength ;  and  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule,  when 
it  feels  hard,  as  it  did  in  these  intances,  (depending 
upon  visceral  engorgement,}  the  lancet  is  indicated. 
Proving  that  the  blood  was  highly  venoid,  tbe  first 
portion  of  that  emitted  from  the  arm  of  John  P— > 
was  of  a  tarry  description,  and  so  inspissated,  that 
it  would  scarcely  flow  from  the  vein. 

Hie  aati-apasmodics  employed  in  both  cases  were  of 
essential  service.  Tbe  strong  liquor  of  ammonia  applied. 
to  the  throat  waa  exceedingly  useful,  and  tended  to  cut 
short  tbe  paroaysm.  The  inhalation  of  tbe  vapour 
of  bet  water,  impregnated   with  laudanum    provecl 
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tery  adFaatageous,  and  as  ^  acQunct  should  neTer 
b<  omitted.  Duriof  one  o(  tl«  paroxysms  of  Esther 
Cooper,  the  finger  was  ^ly  rotated  in  the  fauces, 
which  produced  an  effort  co  vomit ;  the  then  obtained 
a  full  inspiration.  On  the  whole,  it  is  evident 
that  these  cases  should  be  treated  on  general  antispM- 


inodic  principles,  blood-letting  being  avoided  if  such  can  \  complement  of  service,  for  the  lowest  amount  of 

salary, — and  however  the  weakneeafl,  or  apathy » 
or  both,  of  Poor- Law  CommiaaioneFs,  may  for 


be  done  with  safety  when  the  patient  is  chlorotic,  and 
such  other  measures  be  had  recourse  to,  as  may  seem 
likely  to  supply  its  place. 

In  conclusion,  from  the  few  cases  which  I  have 
seen  of  this  peculiar  affection,  the  fo|iowing  deduc- 
tions seem  important  to  be  remembered : — 

Ist.  In  the  young,  it  may  be  detected  from  croup 
by  the  suddenness  of  its  supervention,  occurring 
in  a  dry  and  warm  atmosphere,  where  perhaps,  no  cases 
of  croup  are  to  be  observed ;  by  the  intermissions  of 
natural  breathing ;  by  its  taking  place  at  the  time  of 
teething,  or  where  there  is  some  obvious  source  of 
nervous  irritation ;  by  the  entire  absence  of  pyrexisi 
and  by  the  non-existence  of  the  traces  of  inflammatory 
action  after  death. 


a  time  suppress  the  demands  for  relief,  a  period 
must  come  (we   trust  it  is  now  coine,)  when 
the  grievances  of  the  Union  officers,  so  long 
unattended  to>  will  be  at  length  redressed.         ^ 
We  have  before  us  a  statistical  document, 

•furnished  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Garlicky  medical  oftcer. 
for^he  Halifax  District.  It  is  a  summary  of  the 
visits  and  medicines  supplied  to  the  Poor-Law 
patients  of  the  district  during  the  quarter  just 

>  ended.  The  area  of  the  district  is  990  acres ; 
thej  population  19,981t     The  number  of  fresh 

Kmess  received  from  the  relieving  officer  during 
the  quarter  was  186,  averaging  14.3  new  caaea 


children,  occurs  generally  in  the  persons  of  hysteric 
females,  is  diagnosed  from  laryngitis,  by  the  absencf; 
of  fever  during  life,  and  of  lymph  on  the  parts  after 
death,  and  by  its  sudden  mode  of  accession,  by  the 
great  utility  of  an  antispasmodic,  and  the  inoperative 
effects  of  an  antiphlogistic,  mode  of  treatment. 

-3rdly.  In  the  paroxysms  it  can  be  distinguished  from 
epilepsy  by  the  absence  of  foaming  at  the  mouth,  and 
biting  the  tongue,  and  by  the  intellectual  faculties 
remaining  entire,  together  with  the  positive  symptoms 
before  described. 

Lastly,  on  application  of  the  stethoscope  to  the 
lateral  aspects  of  the  larynx,  a  loud  whistling  noise 
is  heard,  as  if  produced  by  blowing  through  a 
small  pipe,  or  when  a  stream  of  air  forcibly  passes 
through  a  narrow  aperture;  hence  ^by  these  positive 
signs,  and  negatively  by  the  absence  of  bronchial 
murmur  in  the  thorax,  it  is  broadly  distinguished  from 
bronchitis,  the  only  other  affection  with  which  it  might 
be  confounded. 

(To  de  confmtte<f.) 
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There  is  a  point  beyond  which  the  farther 
endurance  ^f  burdens  and  injuries  oft  repeated 
becomes  intolerable^  and  where  resistance  once 
fully  roused,  can  scarcely  fail  to  bring  relief* 
To  this  point  we  think  the  oontumely  and  neglect 
with  which  the  just  claims  and  remonstrattees' 
of  the  medical  officers  of  Unions  have.beeit 
systematically  received,  are  rapidly  tending  to, 


and  st  last  working  out,  their  own  remedy.  The 
ft^qtio^ial  weight  has  been  added  to  the  load 
which  renders  it  no  longer  bearable— the  lasf 
drop  of  water  which  causes  the  cup  to  overflow/ 
However  Boards  of  Guardians  may  strive  to 
force  from  their  medical  officers  the  utmost 


\  per  week ;  the  number  of  visits  paid  was  685, 

^^f^Il  .^".  *^."^^''  *'  T"^^^.?"^  "*  '^"'''^J^  "  !"  f averaging  50  per  week,  or  deducting  the  last 

two  weeks  of  the  period  when  Mr.  Garlick  was 
jiU  from  fever,  and  able  only  partially  to  attend 
to  his  duties,  and  drawing  the  average  from 
the  first  eleven  weeks,  58  per  week;  The  medi« 
eines  and  appliances  supplied  during  the  period, 
mixtures,  pills,  powders,  &c.j  each  of  which 
^requires  time  and  attention  to  prepare,  leaving 
expense  out  of  the  question,  were  4070,  or 
^ld>  weekly.  Now,  the  amount  of  salary  awarded 
for  this  expenditure,  of  time  and  funds,  and  for 
thftjnedieal  skill  which  directs  them,  is  twenty 
pounds ;  or  one  pound  ten  shillings  and  nine* 
pence  per  week,  (4s.  4id.  per  day,)  for  taking 
charge  of  upwards  of  14  fresh  oases,  preparing 
and  giving  313  medicines,  &c.,  and  paying  68 
visits,  in  ^'  courts,  lanes,  alleys,  cellars,  garrets, 
and  crowded  lodging-houses, — places  which 
baffle  all  description,  but  which  mf^y  truly  be 
pronounced  sinks  of  misery,  filth,  and  destitu* 
tien;"  and  we  may  add,  from  fatal  experience, 
sources  of  malignant  infection,  in  seasons  of 
epidemic  disease,  which  expose  the  medical 
officer  to  almost  certain  attack,  and  too  often  to 
the  sacrifice  of  life  itself. 

Such  is  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  certainly  not  an  exaggerated  one,  and  we 
only  want  a  few  more  such  reports  as  those 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Garlick,  from  other  towns  and 
districts  in  ^different  parts  of  the  country,  to 
render  manifest  by  incontrovertible  evidence' 
^e  extent  of  the  evil. 

TJfee^  pressure  of  «this  evil  has  long  been 
endured;  it  is  now,  we  trust,  working  out  n 
remedy,  and  among  the  first  effective  stiep  t« 
its  remeval^  must  be  the  bringing  together  of  the 
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medical  officers  of  Unidoa.  A  reqaisition,  headed 


by  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  Anniveraafy    t)riog  the  subject  of  menstruattoQ  promineatly  for- 


l^eoerative  functions,  Mr.  Whitehead  has  done  wisely  to 


of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Sargical  Aaeoci- 
ation,  at  Derhy,  in  August  last,  for  holding  a 
General  Meeting  in  London,  will  he  found  in 
another  part  of  this  namher,  and  we  trust  that 
all  those  who  take  interest  in  this  questio!k>^ 
and  are  ahle  to  attend,  will  make  a  point  of 
doing  so.  This  meeting,  to  he  really  effective, 
•houlS  be  numerous,  and  deputations  should  he 
tent  from  different  districts  throughout  the 
country.  We  earnestly  beg  the  attention  of  the 
Members  of  the  Association  and  others  of  our 
readers  to  this  point;  but  the  Union  medical 
officers  must  not  stop  here.  District  meetings 
St  each  county  or  central  town  should  also  be 
lield,  that  those  who  have  not  the  opportunity  of 
attending  the  meeting  in  the  ;metropoIis,  may 
strengthen  with  their  aid  the  efforts  of  their 
brethren.  Let  them  come  prepared  also  wit|i 
such  documents  as  those  furnished  by  Mr. 
Garllck,— the  records  of  their  Poor-law  practice 


ward.  The  attempt  to  ioreitigate  the  cauMs  of  abortion 
and  sterililyi  would  be  futile '  were  so  important  a 
function  as  that  of  the  catamental  discbarge  left  unno- 
ticed. The  intimate  connection  of  this  periodical  flux 
with  the  female  reproductive  functions,  renders  an 
extended  examination  of  its  healthy  state,  and  of  its 
aberrations,  whether  in  quality,  quantity,  or  period  of 
occurrence,  indispensable  to  a  rlSfL  Understanding  of 
the  circumstances  which  influence  Uibse  higher  func- 
tions, to  the  elaboration  of  which,  in  the  human  female, 
the  process  of  menstruation  would  seem  to  be  specially 
essential.  The  physiology  and  diseases  of  menstrua- 
tioo,  form  in  fact,  a  most  essential  part  in  the  history  of 
those  disesses  of  the  womb,  which  the  author  describes 
as  tending  to  abortion  and  sterility.  Thus,  in  Case  I.^ 
of  alleged  pregnancy  or  pseudo-pregnancy,  with  regular 
menstruation,  (see  p.  37,)  the  menstrual  fluid  w^a 
found  to  proceed  entirely  from  diseased  surfaces  on  the 
cervix  uteri,  the  abdominal  enlargement  being  oc^- 


lbrthelastquarter;andbackedbysuche^idenc^,  '"oned  by  congestion  of  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  and 
tbeir  remonstrances  cannot  fail  of  impressing  tHe'' '  »«««^»>o«f ««  o^^*"'-  Cases  It.  and  III.  are  of  similar 
Government  and  the  legislature,  and  we  wSl  'n*t«»-e,and  others  will  be  found  narrated,  which  are 
fain  hope,  the  entire  country.  '^'l  ilJ'^-trative  of  the  same  remark. 

We  have,  however,  no  intention  of  entering  at  any 
length  into  this  preliminary  part  of  the  treatise,  as  we 
are  desirous  rather  of  developing  the  author's  views  on 
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On  ihM  Ceutmand  TreatmeHi  qf  Aboriiom  and  StwiH^fy^ 
being  the  reeuli  of  an  extended  Praetieat  Inquiry  Mi 
the  Phytiohffical  and  Mortid   OtndiHone  rf  the 
Utenu,  with  rrfkrenee  eepeeiaUy  to  Leneorrhmdl- 
JifeetionBt  and  the  Dieeaeei  of  Memtruation,    Bj^ 

'  Jamks  WHiTKREAn,  F.R.C.S.,  Snrgton  to  the 
Manchester  and  8alfordLyhig-io-Hospita!.  Loddon: 
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The  suliject  of  the  treatise  before  ns  requires  no 
introduction ;  it  at  once  challenges  our  attention,  and 
dor  the  purposes  of  this  notice  it  is  only  requisite  to  see 
in  what  manner  it  has  received  illustration  from  ths 
labours  of  the  author. 

The  work  is  divided  into  ten  chapters^  in  the  first 
two  of  which  what  may  be  termed  the  physiology  of 
the  subject  is  treated  of,  under  the  heads  of  menstrua* 
lion,  and  conditions  which  principally  influence  men* 
stniation  at  its  pommencement.  In  the  three  following, 
the  diseases  of  menstruation ;  the  last  menstrual  crisis ; 
and  the  signs  of  pregnancy,  are  considered.  The  sixth 
chapter  is  devoted  to  the  sUtistics  of  abortion;  the 


the  main  object  of  his  work  j  but  before  proceeding 
to  the  examination  of  them,  we  would  briefly  direct 
attention  to  the  interesting  observations  on  the  effect 
of  climate  on  the  time  of  the  first  appearance  of  .the 
menses.  The  researches  of  Mr.  Roberton  on  this 
subject  are  well  known,  but  the  conclusions  at  which 
he  has  arrived,  do  not  seem  to  be  borne  out  by  the 
investigations  of  Mr.  Whitehead.  From  the  latter  there 
appears  some  reason  to  believe  that  a  warm  climate 
has  an  appreciable  effect  on  the  early  development  of 
puberty,  and  whatever  view  we  may  be  disposed  to 
take,  a  sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  brought  for- 
ward to  shew  that  the  entire  subject  requires  renewed 
examination  before  coming  to  a  decided  opinion 
upon  it. 

The  average  duration  of  the  child  bearing- period  in 
this  country,  is,  according  to  Mr.  Whitehead,  about 
thirty-two  years,~that  is,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
a  half,  to  that  of  forty-seven  and  a  half,  during  which, 
according  to  his  observation,  the  uterine  functions  are 
in  a  state  of  activity ;  but  from  a  table  constructed  for 
the  purpose,  it  woukl  seemahat  the  aptitude  for  child- 
bearing  ccase»%ome  five  or  six  years  beforc^the  termi- 
nadon  of  the  child-bearing  period.    Thus  in  thirty- 


seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  chapters,  to  the  causes  of 
abortion  ;  and  the  tenth  chapter  treate  of  sterility^-'  ^  >  eight  womea,  the  average  age  at  the  last  appearance  of 
It  is  of  importance  to  the  elucidation  of  aU  diaeake;  the  catemenU  wu  found  to  be  47.54  years ',  the 
whether  functional  or  oigaok,  that  healthy  fimctieti  average  age  at  the  tioae  of  the  last  delivery  was  41.^3 
and  structure  should  first  be  faUy  understoodt  and  years,  giving  a  period  of  nearly  six  years,  during 
in  reference  to  so  important  an  aberration  of  0ie  4  which  the  menstrual  functions  were  performed  after  the 
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^rocreative  fanction  had  ceased  to  nianifeat  itaetf.  From 
another  table  of  the  commencemenc  of  child-beariDg 
in  541  married  women,  it  appears  that  the  arerage  age 
was  2U>  which  taken  from  41^  gives  twentj  years  as 
the  actual  duration  of  the  child-bearing  period  in  thia 
climate.  The  average  period  of  conception  in  these 
cases  was  about  two  months  and  a  half  after  maniage. 
T^e  preliminary  considerations  lead  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  average  number  of  pregnancies,  and 
the  proportion  of  abortions,  occurring  during  the  period 
of  child-bearing.  The  conclusions  arrived  at,  from 
the  examination  of  two  thousand  married  women,  are, 
th^t  at  tbe  average  age  of  thirty  years,  or  near  the 
middle  period  of  child-bearing,  the  average  number  of 
pregnancies  actually  terminated,  was 4.38  each;  747 
of  the  whole  number  had  aborted  at  least  once,  and 
the  average  number  of  abortions  was  1.63  to  each  of 
the  747.  Of  sixty-four  women  living  in  wedlock, 
until  after  the  final  menstrual  crisis,  fifty-six,  or 
87  Jper  cent,  had  experienced  abortion.  Mr.  Whitehead 
is  "inclined  to  believe  that  the  thirds  fourth,  and 
subsequent  pregnancies,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
la^ty— those,  namely,  which  occur  near  the  ter- 
mina^on  of  the  fruitful  period,— are  most  commonly 
unsuccessful."  The  greatest  number  of  abortions 
amounting  tp  more  than  two- thirds,  took  place  at  three 
mnd  four  months. 

A  tabular  view  is  given  of  the  conditions  associated 
wi^i  abortion,  in  378  cases  of  abortion,  occurring  in 
immediate  succession,  which  we  are  informed  was 
exi^mined  principally  with  a  riew  to  obtain  a  correct 
Statistical  average  of  the  prevailing  causes.  From  this 
table,  which  is  introductory  to  a  consideration  of  the 
causes  in  detail,  it  appears  that  the  abortion  was  attri- 
bqtable  to,  or  connected  with :— 

Accidental  agencies 

Placenta  praevia 

Constipation  of  the  bowels 

Retroversion  of  the  uterus 

Incurable  disease  -        • 

Vascular  congestion 
■     *•       • 

Disease  of  the  lower  part  of  the  uterus  275    — 
Obscure  causes  .  •        •'       •       29    — 

It  is  nnnecessary  to  follow  the  author  in  bis  exami- 
nation of  the  whQle  of  these  causes,  and  contenting 
ourselves  with  referring  to  some  very  instructive 
cases  of  the  influence  of  a  congested  state  of  the 
uterine  vessels  in  the  induction  of  abortion,  and  the 
cffecta  of  an  appropriate  plan  of  treatment  in  arresting 
and  controlling  the  same,  we  shall  at  once  proceed  to 
the  examination  of  that  which  is  the  moat  frequent  of 
th^  csuses  enumerated,  and  consequenfly,  regarded  in 
this  point  of  view,  the  mOst  important. 

Of  the  378  cases  then,  275,  or  nearly  three-fourths; 
w^re  attributable  to,  or  occurred  in  connection  with,  a 
diseased  state  of  the  lower  part  of  ihe  uterus. '  These 


with  the  speculum ;  and  in  every  case  thus  ezamiiiedy. 
disease  either  of  the  lower  or  of  the  internal  park 

.the  uterus,  and  in  a  few  instances  of  the  vagina, 
found  to  exist.  The  symptoms  enumerated  aa  denoting* 
this  diseased  state  are— leucorrhoeal  discharges,  wbe^er 
simply  mupous   or  variously   mixed  with  '  purulent, 

'sanious,  and  bloody  discharges;  indefinable  deep-seated 


in  42  cases. 
8    — 
3    — 

3    — 

1    — 
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aching  of  tl|e  lower  belly ;  fixed  pain  of  the  groins  iii 
the  situation  of  the  inguinal  canal ;  aching  of  the 
loins  and  sacrum;  sense  of  bearing  down;  ngor,. 
lassitude, "and  remittent  fever. 

Leucorrheal  discharge  is  now  admitted  to  be  very; 
generally  dependent  upon  disease  of  the  os  and  cerrix 
uteri,  and  to  Dr.  Henry  Benne^  the  profession  in 
this  coantry  are  mainly  indebted  for  the  introdnctkin 
and  dissemination  of  correct  ideas  on  the.  subject. 
The  effect  of  this  diseased  state  in  the  .production,  of 
abortion  is  another  addition  to  our  knowledge*  tlie 
^t  announcement  of  which  wi% .  u   far   as  ve 
l^DOw,  also  made  by  the  same  escelleat  pbaemw*  an^df 
the '  views  to  which  Dr.  Bennel  origiaaUy  dire<|e^ 
attention,    in   his  Work  "  On  Inflamnatian  of  tba 
.  Cervix  Uteri,"  and  afterwards,  more  foQy,iA  tkeXmeeC 
*  receive  additional  confirmation  and  support  is  a  p&pec 
liecently  read  by  Dr.  Edwards,  of  Bath,  before  th9 
Bath  Pathological  ^ciety,  {Provmei§iJmirnai,  Sept.  8^ 
p.  457,)  and  especially  by  the  independent  researchaft 
» of  the  author  of  the  volume  before  us.    Into  the  quea* 
Uon  of  priority  it  is  aot  our  intenUoa  to  enter  further. 
A  letter  from  Dr.  Benii^t,  setttog  forth  the  history  ot 
his  own  ezperienet,  and  that  of  MM.  Boys  da  hmxj 
fOd  Costilh^s,  on  the  point  in  qneslion,  will  be  found 
in  another  column ;  and  Mr.  Whfteheadj  in  bis  letfer 
p{  the  14Ui  September,  iPtovindal  Jownal,  Sept.  22^ 
p.  530,]  admaU  the  claim  of  Dr.  B^ooat  to  prioiitj  of 
publication,  while  he  contends  for  the  or^gtnality  of  his 
owo  views  as  derived  from  a  t^ri^  of ,  inveslfgations 
carried  on  for  many  years  past.    The  (act  itself,  how- 
ever, is  one  of  vast  importance,  and  we  cannot  but 
think,  that  u  far  as  that  is  concerned,  the  conclnsiona 
almost  simultaneously  arrived  at  from  investigations 
independently  carried  on  by  Dr.  Bennet  and   Mr. 
Whitehead^  are  thus  materially  strengthened. 

We  will  now  mention  in  support  of  these  views* 
that  of  1116  cases  of  pregnancy,  observed  by  Mr. 
Whitehead,  in  which  leucorrhcea  existed,  there  were 
575  abortions,  or  upwards  of  one  half,  In  which  no 
cause  for  the  abortion  could  be  assigned ;  while  id 
884  cases  of  pregnancy  in  which  there  wasnonoCiceble 
vaginal  discharges  there  were  172  abortions.  Or  about 
one  sixth,  from  tpedfied  causes.  The  effect  of  the 
severity  of  the  uterine  disease,  as  shown  t>y  the  character 
of  the  leucorrhoesl  discbarge,  appears  from  the  cir- 
^otffflstance,  that  in  936  of  the  leucorrhceal  cases,  ia 
which  the  discharge  was  purulent,  the  number  of 
abortions  was  544,  or  considerably  more  thinhalf^ 


275  cases  were,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  examined  |  while  in  the  remaining  180  cas^  in  which  the  dischsi^ 
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»ore  of  a   aacoiit  cbaracter,   the  nomber  of 
Aboitioiii  wu  only  thirty-one  or  about  one-tixth. 

Hie  obtenrations  on  the  precediag  rabjecti  hare 
extended  so  far  as  to  preclude  us  from  enteriag  on  that 
of  iht  last  chapter— sterility.  We  bare  only,  there- 
fore, in  condnding  the  notice  of  Mr.  Whitehead's' 
treatise,  to  do  Justice  to  its  author,  by  re-commending 
the  entire  work  to  general  attention,  as  containing  many 
instmctire  details,  and  as  one  from  the  perusal  of 
whicb,  niQchfalvable  information,  on  a  most  important 
-flnbjeet,  cannot  fail  to  be  derired. 
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9rO(e^<ti0«(  of  Sk^titUn. 

BATH  AKD  BRISTOL  BRANCH  OF  THE  PRO- 
VINCIAL  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  ASSO- 
ClATION. 

A  qnaheriy  meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Bristol  Branok^. 
of  the  ftofhicia]  Medical  and  Suigical  Association, 
was  held  at  the  York  House,  Bath,  on  September  30tb, 
Famham  Fk>wei^  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

There  wereptesent— Drs.  W.  Budd,  Hedry  Fox,  and 
Symonds;  Messrs.  Clark,  Estlin,  J.  Godfrey,  Hetling, 
Lancaster,  Lowe,  Mayor,Neeld,  Prichard,  and  Smerdonp ; 
4f  Bristol;  Drs.  Booth,  Davies,  Edwards,  Hodges, 
Lmdoe,  McDermoCt,  Spry,  and  Tnnstdl;  Messrs. 
Bally,  Barnard,  Bartmm,  Brace,  Cox,'  George,  Hants, 
Bensley,  Hunt,  King,  Norman,  John  Soden,  Stone,  and 
T.O.  Slockwell,of  Bath;  Messrs.  Crang,  TiSisbury; 
CillMMve,  Chippeahim }  C.  Edwards,  Batheastooj 
Ri  Oedfrey,  Yatton  Keynall ;  Jennings,  tiaycock 
Vioary,  Warminster,  dec. 

MXLAKOSXS   OF  TBS   XTI-BiXL. 

Mri  Soden  nairated  and  exhibited  the  case  of  a  man 
aged  46,  who  about  foorteen  years  ago,  from  his  own 
statement,  appeared  to  hare  suffered  from  inflammation 
of  the  iris  and  deeper  tissues  of  the  left  eye,  learing 
the  pupil  dxed,  irregular,  and  blocked  up  by  lymph'. 
These  inflammatory  attacks  were  several  times  renewed^ 
the  eye-ball  being  left  disorganised,  but  not  altered  in 
size  or  shape. 

In  the  years  1842,  ld43,  and  1844,  he  bad  very  se?ere 
attacks  of  cODJuoctiritis,  attended  by  considerable 
chemosis;  under  active  local  treatment  the  swollen 
state  of  the  membrane  was  reduced,  and  there  was 
left,  what  appeared  to  be  a  large  choroid  staphyloma, 
occupying  the  whole  of  the  upper  half  of  the  globe. 
In  July,  1844,  on  account  of  the  continual  irritation 
kept  up  by  the  prominence  of  the  eye-ball,  it  was 
decided  to  evacuate  its  humors  ;  on  cutting  into  the 
blueish  semi-transparent  projection,  it  was  found  to 
arise  not  from  the  collection  of  fluid,  but  to  consist  of 
a  soft  blackish  matter,  evidently  melanotic.  On  con* 
sultation  it  was  decided  at  once  to  remove  the  whole 
organ,  which  was  done  effectually,  without  incising  the^ 
buter  caothus.  The  case  progressed  very  favourably, 
there  being  no  growth  from' the  orbit  for  a  considerable 
period*  The  npper  eye-lid  gradually  becanie  larger, 
without  the  occurrence  of  any  haemorrhage,  till  in  fhe 
spring  of  1847,  it  extended  from  an  inch  above  the 


stperdHary'ridge  down  the  whole  length  of  the  uomi 
acraes  tlM  faee,  to  thtf  temporal  folia.  In  Jane,  after 
considerable  consfitotional  disturbance,  attended  with 
erysiilelatons  inflammation  of  the  whole  left  side  of 
th^  face,  fbnr  or  five  prominent  spots  appesNilK 
espetiially  near  the  inner  canthns,  and  after  a  short 
tiae  gave  way  withont  any  hasmorrhage,  fbrmli^f 
slonghs  the  sise  of  the  middle  finjger,  and  from' an  Indi 
toaa  inch  and  a  half  long ;  the  cavities  foftned  by  tlKM 
sloughs  quickly  iHled  up,  leaving  the  remaining  portiois 
quieter  snd  more  easy  thtHk  tot  months  pretionlly. 
The  whole  nhass  has' been  dimitaished  aa'ore  than  one 
half,  the  eye-brow  and  tcmpfle  have  resnmed  thkir 
natural  shape  and  dirsetlon,  as  well  as  their  sensatioa; 
The  mass  now  left  is  elsstie,  not  very  firm,  dark  in 
ooloor,  wtth  enlarged  tortuons  veins  mnning  beneath  th« 
skin ;  it  occupies  the  outer  two^thifds  of  the  orbit,  and: 
projects  slightly  over  the  inferior  border  of  tbe  orbiL 

Mr.  Soden  reibarked  that  this  case  was  a  rart* 
example  of  a  disease  nlnally  so  malignant  exMtoftliqp 
db  maTked  a  tendency  to  spontaneous  cure,  the  poitftoii 
of  the  skin  where  this  slougbiag  took*  place  being 
natural  in  appearance,  and  the  deatrices  resnltinf 
(herefrom  not  bard  nor  discoloured,  but  depressed^  and 
presenting  nothing  abnoroal. 

•    * 

'  Mr.  Norman  related  the  history,  and  exhibited  the 
preparations,  of  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  abdotttiiAfl 
aorta,  simulating  diseased  kidney,  ending  in  ruptnre 
into  the  lumbar  adipose  tissue ;  and  a  case  of  extensive 
dilatation  of  the  aorta,  simulating  aneurism,  witf& 
ulceration  of  the  lining  membrane,  in  which  there  was 
flan  paralysis  and  softening  of  the  brain. 
I 

,  IfBDULLART    CARCINOM/l. 

Mr.  James  Oodfrey  detailed  tbe  particulars  of  a  case 
of  medullary  carcinoma  occurring  in  a  young  Wotiian 
under  his  care  in  the  Bristol  General  Hospital. 

The  young  person  was  23  years  of  age,  and  was 
admitted  with  a  large  tumour  in  the  left  hypocbondrinm^ 
prominent  and  apparently  intermuscular,  manifesting 
by  external  and  internal  examination,  no  firm  attach- 
ment, except  to  the  false  ribs,  regular  in  form,  witli 
the  exception  of  one  slightly  projecting  cyst,  irregular 
and  imperfectly  fluctuating  to  the  feel.  Although  the 
tumour  had  existed  for  more  than  two  years,  her 
health  had  not  been  much  interfered  with,  and  until  a 
fortnight  before  her  admission  she  had  been  able  to  fulfil 
her  laborious  duties  as  general  servant,  although  the 
tumour  was  equal  in  size  to  half  an  average  ifieloor. 
At  that  period  she  supposed  she  had  strained  herself, 
and  the  tumour  became  painful.  After  a  few  days  Of 
rest  the  tumour  was  punctured  with  a  small  exploriiri|g 
trocar,  and  three  days  afterwards,  the  small  cyst'  Wtt 
evacnated  of  its  contents  by  a  larger  trocar ;  at  the  same 
time  an  opportunity  was  affbrded  of  shewing  the 
general  Contents  of  the  tumour  to  be  soUd.  Wftfafn  k 
week  she  appeared  to  be  suffering  from  cold,  and  in  a 
couple  of  days,  pleoro-pnenmonia  became  dev^]^ 
on  tbe  left  side  generally,  with  very  rough  t^plrHioii 
and  bronchial  rile  over  the  right  side.  Her  getMl 
symptoms  were  eharactertstie  of  both  weak  aeHOft'  an< 
power;  the  pleurisy  in  the  left  side  became  aggravated. 
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the  rifhl  tidft  pM«nMCli«ni«H^  Mid  ate  died  in  litUe 
IMn  tbap  three  ipmIu  fron  Um  p«riod  of  iMr  «diBia9ioii« 
•  llic  jMfl-««r/0pi  iMpedioa  revealed  ezteoeire  eolt 
outferoes  depotit  la  both  Ittage.  On  tiie  side  effected 
with  pnevmotborui,  tbe  coatntcted  loaf  waa  covered 
with  globttlar»  pcadaloas,  aabjulf oral  BMiees  from  tbe 


^^ 


•bwof  a  pea  to  tbat  of  a  large  walnut ;  one  in  the  body.,  ^  ihe^.^ 


of  tbe  luDg  was  of  lai^e  sise,  and  with  some  of  those 
on  tbe  surface,  clotted;  their  general  coloar  was  white 
and  grej,  except  where  tinted  with  blood.  The  masses 
of  deposit  on  tbe  opposite  (pleuritic)  side  were  smaller, 
and  more  of  a  miliary  character;  between  the  base  of 
this  long  and  the  diaphragm,  bat  still  subplcoral,  was 
a  large  semifluid  pultaceous  collection  c^  cancerous 
deposit,  from  which  the  inflammation  seemed  to  have 
arisen.  The  tumour  proved  intermuscular,  between  tbe 
inner,  oblique,  and  transversalis  muscles,  and  projected 
acutely  inwards  towarda  the  colon,  to  which  adbesion 
of  the  altered  and  softened  transversalis  muscle  had 
taken  place,  and  a  communication  would  doubtlessly 
have  soon  been  esublished  with  the  interior  ofthia  bowel^ 
Like  the  visceral  deposit,  that  of  the  tumour  wlii* 
medullary  cancer.  A  cast  of  the  tumour,  preparation 
of  the  lung,  end  a  microscopic  specimen  were  exhibited* 

Dr.  Edwards  read  a  paper  on  the  nse  of  phosphate^ 
of  ammonia  in  certain  forms  of  rheumatism. 

Mr.  T.  Barrett  read  a  caee  of  rigidity  of  the  oe  nlefi| , 
treated  by  incision  of  tbe  cervix. 


sAicTCBB  or  Tss  (BaoffflAeoe.  . 
<  BAr.  F.  Elkington  exkiUlsd  eo-  «Mopbagoa  vilk  m 
stricture,  of  a  cancerous  ohaiacle^^  whick  would  not 
admit  the  Chin  end  of  a  eomaMW  blow.pipej*— also  two 
-cancerous  tumours  in  tbe  enbetanee  of  tbe  Ut«i^  taken 
Item  a  patient  aged  51,  and  fave  the  following  hialorj 
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Alv^xp  BixBE,  £aq..  In  Ibe  ChaSr. 

SCROrOLOOS  XIDMET.  ,  *' 

Mr.  Bindley  exMUted  a  scrofulous  kidney  and  a 


,. 


«!, 


vr 


bladder,  with  thickening  and  sollenlog  of  iU  mocoua 
membrane.  They  were,  iremovod  from  a  girl  seven 
years  of  age>  whose  history  ia  briefly  as  follows:^ 
Three  years  ago  ahe  had  meaaleay  and  haa  never  aince 
been  well.  Symptoma  of  chronic  pulmonary^  diae^e, 
began  and  progressed,  till  within  three  ardour  months 
of  her  death,  when  pain  and  difficulty  in  making  water 
oasBO  on,  and  soon  became  exceedingly  severs,  and 
accompanied  by  distressing  straining.  She  could  not 
retain  her  urine,  but  waa  conatantly  wet,  and  with  thia 
had  frequent  diarrfacaa.  Opium,  suppoeitoriea,  and 
huchu  tea,  with  potaab,  aiforded  much  relief  for  a  time. 
The  urine  contained  blood,  a  large  quantity  of  mncut, 
and  some  pus;  waa  alkaline,  and  depoaited  priama  of 
.  Uiple  phoaphate.  The  pulmonic  ajmptoma  abated  for 
a  while,  but  ia  a  abort  time  returned,  with  hectic  fever, 
sweating,  and  diarrhtna.  The  child  died  about  a 
month  ago. 

On  examining  the  body,  vomicai  were  found  in  the 
.npicea  of  both  lunga;  toberdea  in  vaxioua  atagea  of 
sqlManiiig;  ulceration  ia  the  small  intestines  and 
csMUm;  and  a  large  quantity  of  tubercular  deposit  in 
:One.  kidney,  filling  its  pelvis  and  npperpartof  the  ureter. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  was  soX^  and 
ihi^hened,  but  there  was  no  nkerailott. 


r  / 


WiWam  Unite,  aged  51,  had  a  severe  attack  of  spas- 
modic pain  in  the  stomach  about  two  years  ago,  which 
waa  followed  by  jaundice.    He  recovered  quickly  from 
the  attack,  and  remained  aa  well  aa  uaual  till   the 
commencement  of  the  preaent  year,  1847.    Aboot  the 
beginning  of  February  he  began  to  feel  nnw^.  Us 
appetite  became  bad,  and  he  auffered'  from  dyaipeptio 
symptoms.    He  then  had  aevere  pain  about  the  eentra 
of,  and  opposite  to,  tbe  last  bone  of  the  atemum ;   the 
pain  continued  for  two  or  three  daya,  and  waa  accom- 
panied by  acme  difficulty  in  swallowing.    He  continned 
hia  work  at  a  lathe  till  the  end  of  April.    At  bia  work 
he  had  occaaion  frequently  lopreaa  againathia  atomacfa. 
t  visited  him  for  the  first  time  April  5th,  he  waa  tliett 
complainiDg  of  great  weakneaa,  indlgeation,  and  diffi- 
culty in  awallowing,  but  aaid  he  waa  quite  free  iron 
|>ain.    He  haid  lost  flesh  very  much;  hia  pulae  waa 
weak,  bowela  costive,  akin  aallow  and  aomethfng  of  a 
leaden  hue,  tongue  clean,  and  he  had  a  alight  dry 
i^ugh.     There  waa  dolnesa  on  percuaafon  In  eada 
clavicular  region,  and  a  feeble  reapiration  at  thoaa 
pointa;  elaewhere  in  the  cheat  the  aounda  were  normal. 
He  waa  ordaied  to  take  an  alterative  piU  at  nlgh^  » 
draught  of  compound  senna  mixture  eveiy  morning^ 
and  a  quinine  mixture  three  tissea  a  day.    Ha  con* 
iinued  thia  plan  till  the  1 4tb.   He  waa  then  conplaininf 
df  heartburn,  sickness,  anid  pyrosis;  the  diffieal^  Is 
swallowing  had  increased,  and  he  could  only  takn 
liquids,    fie   took    little  else  than  milk.     Ha  waa 
ordered  to  take  tris-nitrate  of  bismuth  thrice  a  day.    Ho 
was  relieved  for  a  day  or  two,  but  on  the  I9th  waa  not 
so  well,  complaining  of  an  aggravation  of  all  the  symp- 
toms,  and  some  pain  or  uneasiness  behind  the  steninm. 
DV.  Birt  Daries  saw  him  in  consultatiou,  and  pre- 
scribed small  doses  of  the  arsenical  solution  and  a 
blister  to  the  sternum.     For  some  days  he  thought 
himself  better,  and  pursued  the  plan  till  May  let    He 
waa  then  worae,  and  had  got  tired  of  the  medicine. 
The  aickneaa  being  constant  and  most  distressing,  ho 
was  ordered  to  take  a  mixture,  with  pmasic  aicid,  every 
three  or  four  hours,  which  aiforded  him  some  relief;  hut 
he  gradually  got  worse,  and  died  May  5th. 

The  body  was  examined  thirty  houra  after  death;  it 
was  very  much  emaciated.  In  the  apex  of  the  right 
lung  were  found  toberdea  in  a  softened  atate ;  In  the 
apex  of  tbe  left  lung  were  also  tuberclee,and  two  small 
cavities.  The  oesophagus  waa  contracted  and  very  mucls 
thickened  at  ita  lower  part;  about  three  inohea  flrom  ica 
termination  it  waa  very  nearly  obliterated;  it  would 
scarcely  admit  the  thin  end  of  a  common  blow-pipe; 
there  was  a  deposition  of  morbid  matter  into  the  ooata 
of  the  tube,  and  into  the  cellular  tissue  surrounding  i^ 
of  a  cancerous  character;  above  the  diseased  part  tho 
tube  wu  very  much  dilated.  There  were  two  cancetooa 
tumours  in  the  substance  of  the  liver,  the  largest  being 
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as  largt  at  a  pigaoa's  agy;  ttiere  ware  alto  two  enlargad 
l^aftdt  aiwtba  haad  of  Iha  panoraatj  vhicli  appeared  to 
be  affaoted  with  the  taata  diteaae. .  . 
,  It  it  wortbj  of  renark,  that  althongh  there  wat  taeh 
•itanaiTO  diteate  in  the  oetophagot,  the  livery  and  in  the 
Yielnitj  of  the  pancreat,  he  tcaroelj  ever  compl^aed 
of  pain.  The  prominent  and  mott  dittreeaing  tj»p-' 
tooui  were  Toasiting  and  diffioaltj  of  twallowing. 


YVBSmCLB  OF  THB  BRAIN  ABD  OB  TBB  MBDiAtTIMVM. 

Dr.  Fleteher  brooght  forward  a  ipecimen  of  tuberele 
of  the  brain,  taken  tiom  the  npper  part  of  the  right 
henitphere,  between  the  anterior  and  middle  lobet ; 
•nd  alto  one  of  the  anterior  mediastinum,  which  had 
protruded  ittelf  so  at  to  make  a  cavity  for  itt  lodge- 
nent  in  the  inperior  lobe  of  the  right  long. 

The  patient  from  whom  these  specimens  were  takeo 
wat  a  little  boj,  about  nine  years  old,  who  had  been 
the  subject  of  hemeralopia,  which  had  been  gradually 
coming  on  for  tome  time.  About  eight  montht  since 
lie  wat  brought  to  Dr.  Fletcher,  when  the  parents  stated 
that  as  soon  as  evening  set  in  the  boy  seemed  to  foi^.^ 
all  power  of  sight,  when  the  light  began  to  subside  j 
although  he  could  tee  tolerably  well  when  his  face  was 
tamed  towards  the  light,  he  could  not  direct  his  st^ps 
in  going  across  the  room,  with  his  back  turned  to  Ihe^ 
window,  and  artiflcial  light  did  not  produce  the  ]^¥^ 
of  sight  Nothing  else  was  complained  of  except  Ai^t 
t^ie  ehild  appeared  heavy  and  dull.  Four  leecnes 
to  be  applied  behind  the  ears. 

B.  Hydrarg.  Chloridi,  gr.  ij. ;  Pnlr.  Scammon,  gr.  z. 
kf .  Fiat  pulT.  tertia  quaqne  mane  sumend. 

B.  Kagnes.  Solphatis^  Magnes.  Carbonatis,  ntii}. 
dr.  y.  i  Sympi  Simplicis,  Mtst  Camph,  utrq.,  o^.  b. 
H.  Capiat  cochl.  medium  bit  indies.  /   j 

These  medicinet  were  continued  for  about  a  fortnignt 
and  afforded  great  relief. 

About  the  middle  of  last  month  he  again  oaae  ondbr 
Dr.  Fletcher's  om^  suffering  foom  the  same  affection. 
Hie  tame  meana  were  retorted  to,  but  without  the 
aama  good  effect;  he  gradually  got  more  dull  and  heavy, 
an^  the  night  Tition  became  very  much  worse,  indeed 
it  amonnted  to  total  blindnatt,  whilst  in  the  day^ 
even  to  tha  last,  the  vision  remained  little  affMted ;  the 
pnpilt  weie  not  more  than  usually  dilated,  and  they 
were  equally  so,  and  alto  equally  contraoUble.  Con- 
Tultiont  eame  on  on  the  evening  of  the  32nd  of  tfay ; 
lia  died  on  the  38rd,  and  a  pott-marlpn  examination 
wat  made  on  the  34tb,  at  seren  a  jn. 

Stad ;  The  brain  wat  a  little  more  vatcular  than 
natural,  and  otherwite  healthy,  ezecpt  that  there  waa  a 
tuberele,  about  the  tise  of  a  tmall  walnut,  between  the 
npper  part  of  the  anterior  and  middle  lobet  of  the 
right  hemitphere.— CA«sl  .*  In  the  anterior  mediattinnm 
were  teveral  mattat  of  tubercle ;  one  large  and  elongated 
in  itt  shape,  pnehed  the  right  wall  of  the  mediatUnum 
before  it,  and  preaaed  into  the  superior  lobe  of  the 
right.lnng,  to  at  to  form  a  cavity  in  it  large  enongjb  to 
admit  the  thumb  at  far  at  the  root  of  tha  nail ; 
thit  lobe  of  the.  lung  wat  much  congested,  and  did  not 
cgrepitata  upon  pretture.  The  other  contentt ,  of  the 
thorax  were  healthy,  at  were  also  those  of  the  abdo- 
minal cavity. 


Dr.  Fletcher  said*,  that  in  the  pett^m^riem  esaBUna- 
tlbn^  interesting  at  it  wat,  there  ^s  nothing  lo  asplain 
the  night  blindnett  of  the  patient,  aH  parte  in  con* 
nectioB  with  the  vianal  apparatut  were  perfectly 
healthy. 

PBBPOBiTION  OP  TUB  tTOVACR. 

Dr.  Fletcher  then  brought  forward  a  specimen  of 
perforation  of  the  stomach,  which  had  been  given  to 
him  for  ezhibitiun  to  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Amphlet^ 
who  had  kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  :— 

**  In  the  month  of  May  last,  I  was  summoned  aft 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  visit  Miss  D.,  who  had 
been  taken  ill  during  the  night,  with  violent  pain  in 
the  bowels,  and  being  confined  to  my  bed,  I  requested 
my  friend,  Mr.  Clarkson,  to  see  her,  which  he  did  abouft 
half  past  eight  o'clock,  and  considered  the  case  one  of 
acute  enteritis,  for  which  he  prescribed  some  medicine 
and  ordered  the  abdomen  to  be  covered  with  leeches. 
No  relief,  however,  was  afforded,  and  she  expired^  after 
suffering  great  agony,  at  four  o'clock  the  same  after- 
noon. I  made  a  pott-morUm  examination,  but  waa 
only  permitted  to  examine  the  abdomen.  I  found 
most  extensive  peritonitis  with  perforation  of  tha 
stomach.  Miss  D.  was  quite  well  the  night  before  sha 
died,  and  had  partaken  of  a  hearty  tuppen  For  two 
yeart  previooa  to  her  death,  I  had  attended  her  occa* 
^nall^  far  palB  i^  tha  stomach,  but  without  any 
marked  or  Yiolent  symptont;  for  the  laat  three  montht| 
howavar,the  had  not  required  any  medical  aid." 


^oxtiftn  Btpattmtnt 


MEMOIR   ON   THB   RESTORATION   OF  THB 

ALJ&  NASL 
By  hL  BoMMBT. 
/AMulefatf ArAleP^'ea^MM  JMidiManir  ffarfiMi /evrfM/.> 

The  altt  nail  are  competed  of  tkin,  mncona  aum* 
hrane,  and  intermediatA  flbro-cartllage ;  in  order  there* 
forft,  to  rMnre  ft  deftdeniBy  In  ftheee  parte,  the  portion 
of  Seth  which  if  transplanted,  thonld  eoniitt  of  the 
three  ftittuee  mentiOBed; 

None  of  the  nethodt  at  praent  in  use,  fuUU  thete 
coodMont.  If  the  portion  to  be  snbaHtBled  be 
taken  frdm  the  skin  of  the  cheel^  the  new  ala  nail 
la  competed  tolely  of  Integoment,  and  ii^  voreofer» 
extremely  prone  to  gangrene,  leaving  'an  indeiiblo 
cicatrix  on  the  tpot  whence  it  hu  been  taken.  Thete 
disadvantagea  are  aH  done  away  with  if  the  tnifeoa 
maket  nte  of  iha  Bap  taken  from  the  entire  thicknets 
of  the  upper  lip ;  for  in  the  Ifarst  place,  he  rettorea  the 
lost  part  by  a  portton  of  timilar  conttmetioB,  the  akin 
of  the  note  it  replaced  by  that  of  a  neighbovrlnf  parl^ 
the  mncout  membrane  of  the  interior  of  the  note  ie 
repretented  by  that  of  the  inteciorof  the  Up,  and  the 
mvtcnhw  ttnictore  of  the  Ofgan  becomet  a  anhetitatB 
for  the  fibro-cartilage  of  the  noatril;  aeeoadiy,  the 
flap  of  tkin  which  it  twitted  ronnd  threngh  tho 
fourth  part  of  a  circle,  being  tnpp lied  by  nnmeBOBB 
▼eKeit,  it  but  little  liable  to  tphacelate,  hnt  ob  As 
contrary  unites  readily ;  and  tUtdly,  the«MBdo» 
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the  lip  gives  riie  only  to  a  Uaear  cicatrix,  aa  It  is 
mire  to  heal  hj  the  first  intention,  if  the  edfes  are 
properlj!  adjusted.  T^  snecels  of  this  method  is 
well  exhihited  in  the  subjoined  case :— 

COMPLSTS   DESTRUCTION   OF   THE   LIFT  ALA    NASI: 
'     ABSTORATTON  BT  MEANS  OF  A  PORTION  OF   TBB 
VTPBR  XIP. 

Claude  Poyet,  aged  57,  had  the  left  ala'uisS  entirely 
destroyed  by  lupus.  The  ulcer  had  been  cored  for 
upwards  of  six  months,  leaving  a  large  excaration, 
which  disclosed  the  interior  of  the  naVes.  The 
4eforidity  thus  induced  was  so  disgusting,  that  the 
-  poor  man,  who  was  a  "  commissiohaire,*'  was  reduced 
to  destitution  for  Want  of  employment,  and  on  this 
kccou'nt  urgently  sought  some  means  of  remedying  his 
re^ttltire  aspect.  It  occurred  to  me,  that  thb  was  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  testing  the  above  operation, 
And  I  accordingly  performed  it  as  follows  :— 

After  denuding  the  cicatrized  edges  of  the  deformed 
nostril,  I  ciit  through  the  entire  thickness  of  the 
upper  Ifp  on  the  same  side,  by  two  idcistons.  The  first 
of  these  commenced  at  the  posteifor  angle  of  the 
ulceration,  and  inclined  slightiy  towards  the  centre 
bf  the  lip,  the  other  beginnldg  half  an  inch  fhrthe^ 
back,  ended  at  the  commissure  of  the  mouth.  The 
apace  included  between  the  incisions  was  exactly  e<)ual 
to  the  length  of  the  anterior  border  of  the  ulcer.  The 
flap  was  then  separated  from  the  superior  iiMlla 
for  about  a  third  of  an  inch  in  height,  and  the  two 
edges  of  the  divided  lip  were  brought  together  by 
three  pin&;  the  flap  itself  being  twisted  round  iu 
anterior  edge,  was-  placed^  in  apposition  with  the 
posterior  border  of  the  ulcer,  its  inferior  edge  to  the 
anterior  border,  and  its  posterior  edge  was  left  to 
form  the  free  edge  of  the  nostril.  The  parts  were  kept 
in  apposition  by  AH  SUttlres; 

The  advantaget  6t  this  mode  of  <lpeFat(iif  were 
immediately  visible.  The  cicatrix  on  the  lip  was 
l»erfectly  linear,  as  in  the  operation  for  hare*lip,  the 
flap  AUed  up  the  gap  in  the  nostril  with  the  greatest 
exaetitade,  and  the  projection  formed  by  the  twist 
given  it,  in  some  measure  resembled-  the  natural  state 
of  th*  pans.  The  case  was  seen  by  several  surgeons, 
•Ad  Its  rcmlti  were  considered  as  in  the  highest  degree 
tatisfacsory.  The  only  drawback  was  the  necessity  of 
^unriof  the  new  nostril,  upon  which  the  beard  grew  as 
nsnal. 

In  order  to  eahibit  the  advantages  of  the  above 
nethod  of  operating,  I  will  now  briefly  pass  in  review 
the  different  processes  for  restoring  the  al«  naei,  which 
luive  generaUy  been  adopted. 

Wlien  the  Integument  coveriaf  the  bones  of  the 
Aos^  is  not  tmplteatec^  and  the  destruction  is  entirely 
confined  to  the  cartilage  of  the  nostril,  it  is  e?M«nt 
that  the  restoration  must  be  made  from  the  neighl^ur. 
tag  iniegnaentB,  and  not  from  the  forehead.  In  doing 
this,  tiro- methods  may  be  followed,— that  by  traction 
or  the  French  teetbod ;  or  the  Indian,  or  the  method  by 
loioion.  The  French  phin  may  be  adopted  under  two 
asodificationff.  The  flap  of  integument  which  is 
detached  on  three  sides,  may  be  left  adherent  by  iU 
-outer  or  by  iu  upper  border.    By  the  first  method,  if 


U^  loss  of  substance  has  been  as,  great  as  in  'ilil 
present  instance,  it  is  doubtful'  whether  the  flap  cdAI 
be  drawn  sufficiently  forwards  to  enable  its  int^ml 
border  to  be  neatly  adapted  to  the  skin  whic&  remitliis 
upon  the  dorsum  of  the  nose ;  and  even  if  by  minnl^ 
dissection  thic  adaptation  be  effectedi  the  appearance 
will  be  anything  but  graceful,  as  the  side  of  Che  ^oscf 
thus  restored,  will  have  a  straight  directlod  flt>m  tui 
cheek  tothe  bridge  of  the  organ,  instead  of  aasooiief 
the  natnral  stnaosities  of  that  feature. 

If  the  flap  from  the  cheek  be  left  adherent  at  ifi 
superior  border,  as  is  advised  by  M.  Serres,  the 
operation  will  doubtless  be  more  easily  accompUahodj; 
but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  flap,  which  is  si^pliai  bf 
capillary  vessels  only,  will  be  inclined  to  fphacela^i 
md  in  addition  to  this,  the  wound,  which  is  neoes^iy 
made  to  obtain  the  flap,  will  offer  a  most  anaigfatl|y 
cicatrix. 

>M«  Labat  proposes  to^  restore  the  ala  nasi  by  a  flap 
token  fposn  the  cheek,  and  twisted  upon  itself)  a  pro* 
eeBding  which  we  do  not  consider  as  offering  any  pros- 
pasiof  auocesSi  II  the  muscles  ol  the^face  are  iocluded 
in  the  flap,  the  movements  of  the  face  are  in  part 
destroyed)  and  the  facial  artery  and  vein  are  wounded  ^ 
aojfi  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  skin  alone  is  used,  there 
Ia4be  fear  that  it  will  sphacelate,  at  least  at  its  bordei% 
kqi^us  destroy  the  form  of  the  nostril. 

In  reference  to-tbe  plan  which  I  have  above  advocatedt 
ther^  are  but  two  trifling  objections— via.,  the  growth 
of  hair  upon  the  nostril,  and  the  great  thickness  of  the 
Aap.  The  latter  is  more  apparent  than  real,  and  the 
femer  inconvenience  is  readily  obviated  by  the  raior 
oe  dbe  use  of  depilatories. 


A'BSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ACADEMIC  D£  MEDECINE. 

SCORVT. 

M.  Scoutteten  laid  befbre  the  Aoadaoiy  a  biisf  aoA 
ioiperfect  sketch  of  an  epidemio  of  scurvy,  whftsli  kae 
woeotly  appeared  in  the  garrison  ef  (Hvet.  The 
epidettik  commeneed  on  the  80th  of  May,  aa«i  pre* 
seiited  itself  nndar  two  forms,— the  one  attended  with 
febrile  disturbance,  the  other  not.  It  was  preeeded 
by  an  epidemic  of  typhus,  and  appeared  to  orlgloale 
in  the  same  causes.  M.  Soout'teteB,  on  his  anifd^ 
ftmnd  the  hospital  to  be  under  ih%  worst  pooslhle  coo* 
didons,  as  to  hygiene;  and  the  semoval  of  the  polieols 
to  a  more  elevated  and  drier  sitoeitleii,  appeared  of 
Itself  to  produce  great  amelioratiott.  This  ateogepheris 
condition  is  considered  to  have  been  mainly  iastnuoeolsl 
fn  the  production  of  the  disease,  but  the  cams^ssam 
to  have  been  so  imperfectly  investiiated,  that  the 
oommnnioatton  is  without  value.  It  forms  a  alriUBg 
eentrast  in  this  reepeet  to  the  elabenos  esaaye  on  tk« 
same  subject,  which  have  recentiy  appeared  im  the 
PravmekU  J&mml^  and  in  the  Minhargh  Mmtiki^md 

tUBEitCULIZATION  01^  tBE  fitCFMCBUt  OtAfmB. 

M.  Marechal,  (de  Calvi,)  read  a  paper  on  this  subjeisti 
of  which  the  following  deductions  give  a  sufficlto'tfy 
precise  idea  :—> 
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I.  TubejrcaUz&tion  of  the  broncbial  glands  ii  not 
^p.fi^eci  to  in/ancy,  as  has  been  thought,  but  may 
likewise  occur  in  the  adult. 

iL  The  disease  inaj  be  a  cause  of  sudden  death  bj 
compression  of  the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes. 

3.  Independently  of  this  sudden  destruction,  djsath 
iii%y,bejproduced  by  gradual  co.mpression  of  the  saihe 
^arjts. 

4.  The  serous  infiltrations  which  are  obserred  in 
this  complaint,  in  both  children  and  adults,  are  caused 

■       I    4  •  •  • 

by  .compje^ion  of  the  nervous  trunlcs, 

BPABEUHA  JSTMCaUIt. 

«  3%lt  ophthalmic  aflbeMon  haa  again  oeeapi^d  the 
attention  of  members.  M.  Brufsson  hat  adinsted  a 
Isttto  to  the  Aeademy,  in  wiiicb  he  endMfours  to 
Aewj  that  the  mating  and  glittering  i^ftlelee  wlAsk 
ehataoterfze  the  disease,  ar»  not  portions  of  the  hyaloid 
membrane,  but  are  fragments  of  a  crystalline*  nutate, 
jBoating  in  the  fitreons  hnmoorj  and  as  he  has 
ascertained  that  this  humour  eontaina  fatty  nattaca/te 
a  state  of  solution,  be  thinks  it  probabla  tbat^tha 
aholesterine  beoomes  separated  in  tba  crystalline  Ivrm) 
and'  giTes  rise  to  the  sparkling  appearanee. 

If.  Alphonse  Robert  prcjsented  a  patient,  tba  Mib^Bril 
af  the  aboTe  aflbctlon, -a  woman  of  60  years  of-igK 
Tor  the  spate  of  a  year  she  had  been  gradttally^tnd 
without  apparent  canse,  losing  her  sight  The  ffis^ 
^Ms  regular,  slightly  dilated,  bat  the  Iris  had  an  ant^o* 
posterior  oscillation.  The  lens  was  displaced,  and  was 
lixbd  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  titreons  hnmour.  Bat 
the  most  remarkable  appearanct  was  that  of  a  great 
BQittber  of  shining  spangles  floating  in  the  Titrtoat 
liumour,  some  of  which  were  constantly  changing  llieiv 
place,  others  remaining  more  fixed.  M.  Robert  eon* 
aiders  also  that  they  are  crystals  of '  eholeslerine, 
either  attached  to  the  ftngments  of  the  hyaloid  neta- 
hrane,  or  floating  free  in  the  Titrsotts  humoar. 

VBTSon  OF  nisauisiNQ  tbb  nadsxous  tastx  of 

XFSOM  SALTS. 

II.  So.abeiran  ma4t  known  a  new  method  of  depriving 
the,^lphaj|jB.  of  magnesia  of  its  bitterness,  which  con- 
aista  ^  the  addition  of  tannin,  in  minute  quantityt 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINeS  OF  THE 
ACADJPMJ^  X>£S  SCIENCES. 

Tha  toBsmnnieatioaa  to  this  academy  since  o  v  ImI 
Raport  have  been  naMtrons,  and  many  of  them  ol  real 
▼ahie.    The  prineipal  were  :— 

1.  On  the  quantity  of  fatty  maUers  conM^ined  in  tht 
kealtb|y  longs. 

9.  On  tssUlcatian  of  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx. 

3.  A  case  of  congenital  opacity  of  the  cornea, 
aaiaolding  with  an  arrest  of  deTclopment  of  iha  trie. 

4,  On  the  action  of  solphatc  of  quinine  on  the 
gwitu  urinary  organs. 

6,  On  the  diainlegratlon  of  veaical  caltalir  bj 
galvanic  and  chemical  agency  combined* 

6.  On  poisoning  by  Tcgetable  productions,  and  par. 
ticalariy  oplom  and  its  preparations. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  only  of  these  are  of  immediate 
Intcrdit  .  .. 


ON   TBB  ACTION   OF  THg   SULPHATg    OF    QUININE   ON 
TBB   GENITAL  OBGANS. 

M.  DoohaaNung  records  fire  cases  in  which  quininti 
in  ten  to  fifteen  grain  doses,  has.  been  followed  bj 
strangury  and  hasmaturia.  He  admits  that  this,  action 
ia  far  from  general,  and  is  cpnfioed  to  young  ^d 
cacbectio  aubjects.  Bark  has  no  such  efie>;|..  H^e  haa 
alio  stated  that  in  doses. of  ten  to  twenty  graii^  it  it 
powerfully  emeoagogue. 

ON  TBB  BltIHTE«BATIOM  0#  TB8ICAL  CALCULI,- &e. 

M.  C.  Phillips  addressed  a  memoir  on  the  disintegra- 
tion ot  stone  in  the  bladder,  by  the  combined  effects  of 
a  galvanic  and  chemical  current.  His  ooncluiions  artf 
as  fo11ows:->l.  The  disintegration  is  effected  by  the^ 
united  action  of  a  galranic  and*  a  chemical  currentj^ 
2.  The  galranic  current  alone  is  InsufBcient.  3.  Bj 
the  chemical  current  we  not  only  facilitate  the  solution 
of  the  stone,  but  we  are  able  to  wash  out  the  detached- 
fragments.  4.  Under  the  influence  of  the  two  currents^ 
prolonged  for  the  spate  of  thirty  or  forty  minutes,  tha 
outer  layers  of  the  hardest  calculi  become  friable,  and 
are  subsequently  easily  crushed.  5.  The  oxtlataof 
lime  calculi  hare,  up  to  the  present  time,  resisted  tha 
galvano-chemical  currents. 

For  practical  conTenience,  the  auOior  diyidea  vesical 
calculi  into  those  which  are  affected  by  acids,  and  thos^ 
which  are  dissolved  by  alkalies.  The  alkaline  cucrent 
is  made  by  the  soljution  of  seven  grains,  an^  a  l^alf  of 
potash,  in  eight  ounces  of  distilled  watery  the  aci4  ia 
compoted  of  twenty  drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  to  fouf 
ounces  of  diatilled  water:  both  may  be  used  witl| 
impunity  as  regards  the  coats  of  the  bladder.  Tha- 
description  of  the  instrument  is  given,  but  is  nnintelli* 
gible  without  a  plate. 


•^'•'^r^'^'^^*^ 


NOTES  FROM  A  FRACTFTIONBR'S  DAY  BOOKi 

(Continued  from  jxiffe  528,) 

PAIIT   OF   TB^  l&IS    CORABLB    BT    TBB^LOCAL    USB   OV 

STBTCHNIA. 

A  woodman  wu  cutting  timber  w\Si\.  an  axA,  !ir.hien 
a  flying  chip  struck  him  on  the  upper  ejeUd,  y^'^.  * 
small  lacerated  wound  wu  inflipted.  I  saif  ^im  SQon 
after  the  afcident.  The  globe  presented  no  eitemal 
marks  of  injury,  but  the  pupil  was  much  dilated,  and 
there  wu  a  small  quantity  of  blood  effused  into  th^ 
anterior  chamber,  whilst  the  vision  wu  so  imperfect  that 
he  could  not  distioguish  the  number  of  fingers  T  pre« 
seated  before  the  eye.  I  preieribed  calomel  ftnd  opiam, 
so  as  rapidly  to  induce  mercurial  action,  and  directed 
that  if  any  pain  should  come  on  towards  the  evening,  t 
doxen  leeches  should  be  applied  to  the  temple.  TMt 
was  found  necessary,  and  done. 

Slight  tenderness  of  the  gnms  was  kept  up  for  about 
three  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  these  ware  the 
symptoms  and  appearances  :-<-The  pupil  wu  dilaltd  and 
immoveable,  the  iris  not  contracting  in  the  slighteit 
degree  from  sympathy  with  the  other,  or  on  tha  adfluasioik 
of  a  strong  light  to  the  retina,  but  floating  like  a  Idbii 
veil  in  the  aqueous  humoar,  and  tremnlona  with  avery 
quick  motion  of  the  globe.  Vision  wis  now  to  to  tetlored^ 
that  hi  cooid  tee  his  fingeri  disdnctly,  and  evt A 
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^Utinguish  tiie  cron-bars  of  a  window  at  some  dbtanoe. 
The  eye  and  head,  e? er  sioce  the  day  of  the  injtiry,  had 
Temained  quite  free  from  pain.  I  now  prescribed  five 
grains  of  Ploamer's  pH!  every  night,  and  omitted  the 
^lomel  and  opinm.  The  power  of  rision  gradually 
increased,  vntil  after  a  few  days  it  was  impeded  merely 
hf  the  api^raace  of  a  light  net-work  before  the  eye. 
As  the  iris  still  continued  paralysed  and  tremulous,  1 
gate  mj  patieal  an  aqueous  solution  of  strychnia,  two 
fiains  to  the  floid'OOBce,  with  two  minims  of  dilute 
Bulpboric  add.  Of  this  I  directed  him  to  Introduce  two 
irops  into  the  eye  every  night  and  morning,  continuing 
the  compound  calomel  pill  as  before.  At  the  end  of  ten 
^ys  I  was  gratified  to  find  that  the  iris  was  no  longer 
tremulous,  and  had  regained  the  power  of  contracting 
slightly  on  the  stimulus  of  light.  The  power  gradually 
increased,  and,  at  the  last  visit  which  my  patieut  made, 
the  afieded  pupil  was  but  little  larger  than  the  other, 
-the  iris  contracted  and  expanded  very  readily,  and  there 
was  but  little  impairment  of  vision. 

DILIRirU   TRBJf^NS. 

IV^hen  habits  of  intemperance  have  produced  a  pre- 
disposition to  delirium  tremens,  slight  causes  which 
agitate  the  mind  will  bring  on  an  attack.  An  Irishman, 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  who  had  been  living 
upon  suction  for  the  previous  fortnight,  wu  much  annoyed 
by  remembering  that  it  was  Friday,  after  he  had  par- 
taken of  a  pig's  fbot  for  his  supper.  His  religion  enjoins 
Ifais  dsj  to  be  kept  as  a  fkst.  The  consequence  of  the 
mental  irritation  was  an  attack,  during  the  night,  of 
delirium  tremens,  wliich  eventually  terminated  his  Kfe. 

A  tailor,  a  devoted  worshipper  of  the  Bacchanalian 
Deity,  and  an  occftsioaal  suflerer  from  delirium  tremens, 
fell  into  pecuniary  diflBculties.  He  sallied  out  one  morn- 
ing in  his  usual  health  to  procure  the  SMaey  to  meet  a 
bUl»  which  on  that  day  became  due.  His  hopes  rested 
principally  on  a  customer  who  was  considerably  in  his 
debt,  but  he  was  put  off  with  a  request  to  call  again. 
The  only  thread  which  sustuned  him  was  now  broken. 
He  had  hardly  walked  a  hundred  yards  from  the  house, 
when  **  he  began  to  feel  so  light,  that  he  thought  he 
could  have  jumped  over  the  moon,  and  he  oflbred  to  fight 
«oy  of  the  passengers."  Being  called  to  him  a  few 
-minutes  afterwards,  I  found  him  in  a  state  of  alternating 
exhilaration  and  despondency :  this  ended  in  delirium 
tremens. 

A  very  intemperate,  young,  brewer's  labourer  suffered 
from  the  ordinary  form  of  autumnal  diarrhoea.  He  was 
eonvalescent  from  this  in  two  days,  but  the  third  night 
was  spent  in  a  state  of  great  restlessness.  The  next 
afternoon  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens  showed  them- 
selre^  and  carried  him  off  in  about  sixty  hours. 

I  was  summoned  ^Mot  five  o'clock  one  afternoon  to 
a  woman  whom  I  found  under  these  circumstances :— She 
was  lying  on  a  sofii,  with  a  man  at  her  side  holding  her 
down  by  the  wrists.  On  my  entering  the  room  she 
immediately  addressed  me  as  her  landlord,  who  she 
believed  had  called  for  her  rest,  which  was  due,  but  she 
was  unable  to  pay.  One  moment  she  inugined  she  was 
fai  a  prison,  at  another,  in  a  madhouse ;  and  she  mistook 
hn  soaa  for  turnkeys  and  keepers.    On  my  boolooriog 


kf^f^  fiancies. rather  than  contradicting  them,  or  reeaoniog 
wUk  her,  she  immediately  made  me  her  friend  and 
confidant,  and,  entering  into  an  account  of  her  imaginarf 
grievances,  desired  my  aid  in  a  plan  for  her  escape. 
Her  manner  was  quick,  and  her  utterance  earnest  and 
rapid,  but  there  was  no  tremor  of  the  muscular  system. 
Mu  pulse  was  hurried,  but  soft;  her  tongue  was  white, 
but  moist.  She  had  previously  made  no  complaint,  but 
on  my  questioning  her,  said  she  had  pain  all  over.  Whea 
I  asked  her  where  in  perticular,  she  pointed  to  hev 
ribow,  which  had  just  been  knocked  in  her  sirugglee. 
She  was  a  widow  of  forty,  in  modemtely  eaqr  dream- 
sttaees,  and  her  countenance  bore  plain  evideaoe  of 
her  partiality  for  the  bottle.  Her  son  told  mo  he 
had  frequently  seen  his  mother  the  worse  for  liquor. 
m«ft«  partiealarly  so  of  lato,  and  thai  she  had  suffeced 
fiom  an attaek  similar  to  this  a  few  yeats  before,  batit 
had  subsided  on  her  taking  some  medicine  which  induced 
sleep.  Hoc  present  attack  had  commenced  about  aiid- 
da^,  she  having  slept  soundly  the  night  before  and  felt 
well  all  the  morning.  I  could  discover  no  more 
exdtiog  cause,  iler  rent  of  which  she  had 
spdcen  was  due,  hot  her  Uudlord  had  made  no  demand. 
Thp  only-  pattteular  event  which  had  occurred  wu  a 
slight,  dii|rate  wit|i  one  of  her  sons  about  a  shirt,  which 
he  said  had  not  been  properly  aired. 
•  ^■pNecribed  forty  mioinas  of  laudanum,  and  forty  of 
the  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  to  be  taken  immediately, 
and  repeated  every  second  hour,  until  sleep  was  induced. 
I  saw  her  again  about  seven,  soon  after  she  had  takes 
her  second  dose.  She  was  now  more  tranquil,  though 
still  labouring  under  the  same  delusions,  occasionally 
faacj^iag  that  she  saw  absent  people,  and  recqgnixtnf 
nothing  about  her,  though  sitting  in  her  own  room,  and 
aurrounded  by  her  sons.  At  moe,  after  a  third  dose  had 
been  given,  I  found  her  quite  herself  again,  though 
somewhat  agitated  at  discovering  that  she  bad  t)een  so 
in ;  she  had,  however,  no  recoilecUon  of  what  had  passed. 
The  opiate  had  made  her  rather  drowsy,  and  she  had 
even  dozed  off  once  for  about  tea  minutes.  I  directed 
her  tq  take  another  draught,  and  then  go  to  bed.  She 
tfept  well  through  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  I  found 
her  merely  suffering  from  slight  headache  and  nausea; 
probably  the  effects  of  the  opium,  as  they  were  readily 
relieved  by  a  purgative. 

Modetaf  Dying,'^K  young  man  suffiered  from  deliriam 
tremens.  After  fifty  hoara  vioient  raving,  during  whidi  he 
had  taken  large  and  treated  deem  of  laudanum,  he  sank 
into  the  calmest  sleep  possible.  I  saw  him  in  this  state; 
the  breathing  was  light,  and  without  any  stertor;  the  palse 
had  lost  its  rapidity,  but  wu  quite  regular.  Gently 
raising  the  lid  I  mw  the  pupil  much  dilated.  I  left  htm. 
He  eoatinued  in  this  state  for  about  five  hours,  when  his 
brother,  who  had  been  constantly  watching  by  his  side» 
looked  into  his  face  and  found  him  dead. 

In  anotber)case  of  the  mma  disease,  the  patient,  who  was 
a  dmyman,  remained  in  a  state  of  the  most  violent  and 
actifa  delirium,  incessantly  straggling  with  his  aUsniaal^ 
and  endeavouring  to  get  out  of  bed.  Upon  this  oooditioa 
opium  had  no  ioflnenre.  The  vital  powers  giadoa^y 
foiled,  but  not  so  the  cerebral  irritation.  The  ddiriom 
continued  to  the  Ust.    Whilst  dying,  uphyxiated  with 
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accunaUtfld  mnetis  io  the  tnche«  and  bronchiiJ  tobcf, 
be  tcted  as  though  he  were  driTiog  hit  team,  and  the 
death  rattle  was  mingled  with  terns  of  enooaragement  (9 
hie  hones. 


ANODTMX  irrBCTS  OF  TOaACCO. 

A  etrong  young  bmu  was  suffering  from  an  attack  tif 
evjslpelaa  of  the  head;  the  delirium  aeoompanyinggR 
WM  eKtrene,  and  the  cerebral  irritation  had  already 
deprifed  him  of  all  sleep  for  two  nights.  The  ease  was 
now  getdog  desperate,  and  though  the  cerebrs)  ezdle^ 
ment  eontinned  as  bad  ss  ever,  the  Tital  powers  were 
luUng,  and  I  feared  that  another  few  honrs'  want  of  sleep 
iienld  be  filial.  He  happened  at  this  time  whilst  I  was 
in  the  room  to  ask  for  a  pipe,  and  finding  that  he  wss  in 
the  habit  of  smoking  a  great  deal,  I  requested  his  friends 
to  give  him  one.  He  seemed  to  enjoy  it  exceedto^fv 
and  sat  up  in  bed,  taking  a  few  whiA  between  his  deli" 
riotts ravings;  the  exertion,  however,  was  too  great  fee 
him,  and  before  he  had  consumed  more  than  two-ihiida 
of  the  tobaecoy  he  was  obliged  to  put  it  aside;  but  l|ft. 
was  now  mnch  calmer>  and  lay  down  more  qaietly  tbMr/ 
I  bad  seen  him  before.  The  composing  effml  eontinuei; 
to  increase,  and  within  twenty  minutes  he  was  sound 
asleep.    From  this  time  the  case  progresasd-  lavonrablyJ 

C.  ARNECAPLB.  * ; 
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PATHOLOGY, 
mcnoacopic  xxamuiation  or  thx  coxTSKTa  ok 

TBSICLXS,  PUSTULXa,  &c.  .a'-r 

By  Br.  Seitz.  ^  ' 

The  author  first  examined  the  vesicles  of  mDjvx 
fever.  The  flaid  contained  in  them  is  at  first  clear,, 
and  remains  so  for  a  certain  period.  Under  the  micro- 
scope  small  nuclei  are  discorered,  together  with  distinct 
cells,  somewhat  smaller  than  the  ordinary  pus.globule. 
These  cells  contain  three  or  more  nuclei,  which  are 
readily  rendered  distinct  by  the  aid  of  acetic  acid. 
After  a  certain  time  the  fluid  becomes  less  transparent 
and  fiaid;  it  is  then  seen  to  contain  the  same  cells^ 
but  in  larger  quantity,  and  of  a  form  somewhat  altered 
by  the  compression  to  which  they  have  been  subjected. 
The  thick  yellow  liquid  which  is  found  in  the  vesicles 
ol  older  date,  and  which  are  on  the  point  ot  being 
dried  up,  is  almost  entirely  <^mposed  of  these  cells. 
The  sudamina  which  occasionally  appear  daring  the 
course  ot  rheumatism,  in  typhus  fever,  and  some  other 
affeotions,  contain  only  an  amorphous  granular  matter. 

In  the  vesicles  of  ehicken-pox,  the  cells  are  similar 
to  those  of  miliaria,  bnt  are  larger,  befaig  of  a  site 
auperior  to  that  of  the  pus-globule.  The  red  points  of 
measles  are  seen  under  the  microscope  to  be  composed 
of  small  clots  of  blood,  but  do  not  exhibit  any  traono' 
of  plastic  lymph.  The  vaccine  pustule  contains  la^ 
cells,  which  closely  resemble  the  blood-globnles;  tfbd 
whieh  enclose  one  or  more  (rarely  two,)  nnclei««- 
JieQtr's  Archiv:,  H»ft  5  and  %  )S4^. 
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PAnnAi.  cLoavRB  of  tbb  jaws  noM  nioi»  i 

COMTAACTION  OF  TBB  XASanTXIl  MUSOU. 

Mr.  BuUoVy  of  Reading,  relates  two  cases,  each  foU 
lowing  a  blow,  in  which  one  masseter  muscle  becone  •» 
rigid  as  to  prevent  the  mouth  being  opened*  and  oonse* 
quently  causing  great  proetradon  from  want  of  dn** 
nutrition.  The  first  case  was  treated  by  meefaanlcal^ 
extension  alone,  the  other  with  the  additften  of  eleotro*- 
galvaniem.  This  latter  agent  appeared  to  have  thn 
effect  of  relieving  the  pain  produced  by  the  axtension» 
The  instruments  used  for  extension  consisted  of  tv0 
flat  blades,  which  could  be  separated  by  means  of  n 
screw.  Mr.  Bulley  was  aware,  that  in  simUar  casei». 
subcutaneous  division  of  the  oontracted  mueole  had 
been  performed  by  Mr.  Fergnsson,  but  waa  detened 
from  having  recourse  to  it  by  the  idea  of  its  dilficntty;— 
Mfdieal  Hme^  Sept.  4th. 

[In  this  fSear  we  do  not  partake,  for  with  ordinary 
precaution  respecting  the  facial  artery  and  the  parotid 
;dact,  we  do  not  see  that  any  great  delicacy  of  manipn« 
lation  is  necessary,  or  that  any  risk  of  injury  would  be 
encountered.  '  The  speedy  relief  which  would  be 
afforded  by  even  a  partial  division  of  the  muscle,  would, 
we  think,  amply  compensate  for  any  danger  which 
might  offer  itself  in  the  preference  of  this  operation  to 
the  tedious  process  of  dilatation.] 

inXATXBNT  OF  VABICXS  BY  BLECTBO-PVNCTURX. 

Having  met  with  decided  success  in  the  treatment 
of  small  aneurisms  by  electro-puncture,  it  occurred  to 
MM.  Bertani  and  Milani  to  adopt  the  same  treatment 
for  vaiicose  veins.  The  resulu  of  their  experimenta 
ure  not  altogether  satisfactory,  but  are  interesting  aa 
far  as  they  go.  The  method  of  applying  the  remedy  ia 
as  follows :— The  limb  is  carefully  bandaged  from  the 
toes  to  a  point  just  below  the  knee,  and  also  from  the 
groin  to  within  six  fingers'  breadth  of  the  other 
bandage.  The  patient  standing,  the  surgeon  then 
pierces  the  loops  of  the  venous  trunk,  just  above  tho 
lower  bandage,  with  a  platinam  needle,  the  point  of 
which  is  left  free  in  one  of  the  loops.  A  second,  third,, 
and  fourth  needle  are  similarly  disposed  in  other  venoua 
loops,  two  being  on  the  outside  of  the  leg.  To  the 
needles  which  are  fixed  on  the  inside,  the  zinc  pole  of 
the  battery  is  attached;  to  the  other,  the  copper  fOle.  A 
current  is  then  continued  for  ten  minutes  through  two 
needles,  the  inferior  of  the  inside,  and  the  superior  of 
the  outside  ones,  after  which  it  Is  changed  for  the  other 
two  needles*  During  the  operation  very  little  pain  ia 
experienced. 

The  first  case  reported  is  imperfect,  as  the  patient 
refused  a  second  operation,  but  it  was  distinctly  ascer* 
tained  that  coagula  were  formed  from  a  single  applica- 
tion  of  the  needles.  A  second^Vhd  third  ^case  were 
completely  successful,  one  in  ten  sittings,  the  other  in^ 
two.— Joum.  dei  ConnaiiUmce*  Med.  Chirurg.    ' 
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ABSCESa  OF  TBB  ILIAC  FOSSA  OPBMINO  INTO 
BLADDER)  AKD  8UDSBQUBNTLT  POINTING  lit 
BACK.  .  .  • 

Br.   Battersby   reports   the   following   interesting 
cise:-*NicholM  Smith,  isged  %\t  ln<tetbS|  lib'omd 
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under  a  oomplaint,  the  nature  of  which  for  loine  weeks 
levained  obionre.  HU  ohief  ajvptoms  were  ferer, 
-reetleethitoi,  inA  mn  hMhility  or  dlshiclinalion  to  place 
lile  left  ante  him.  After  a  ihort  period,  loft  elaitic 
4nBMlSitetien  of  the  intefttmento  of  the  right  tide  of  the 
liypogaetiio  vegion  wae  obierTed ;  and  in  addition  to 
ibiB,  a  rvf  hmd,  elengatedi  and  fixed  and  palufal 
4Qmonr  waa  felty  deep  nnder  Ponpart's  ligament.  The 
tight  leg  wae  ewoUen  and  hard,  but  not  CDdematout, 
«&d  the  thigh  wae  immoreablj  eemi-fieied  npon  the 
pri?if«  No  came  oonld  be  aaeigned  for  hie  iUnett, 
^■eepting  a  fUl  from  the  cradle. 

The  tnmoar  on  the  pelWe  oontinned  to  enlarge  for 
abont  the  space  of  a  month,  when  there  was  discharged 
^wUh  the  nrine  a  capfU  of  pas,  which  waa  followed  bjr 
4{reat  lelitf,  and  evident  diminntion  of  the  tamonr. 
-Iff'  abont  another  moBlth  the  discharge  of  pna  with 
the  nrine  had  nearij  ceased,  end  the  pelHe  tamonr  waa 
again  beginning-  to  enlarge.  There  was  now  also  con- 
^erable  tamefaction  about  the  right  buttock,  between 
the  margin  of  the  iUnm  and  spine  of  the  aacrnm,  haying 
■a  Tory  indistinct  sense  of  fiuctaationj  the  skin  was 
«ot  diseolonrodi  the  thigh  remained  eemi-iexed  as 
before.  The  se^nd  tumour  continued  to  eolarge,  and 
wjss  oTentually  opened,  giving  issue  to  much  thick  pus. 
From  this  time  the  child  began  to  improve,  and 
eventually  got  quite  welL— -ZM/m  QuarUrfy  Journal, 
May,  1847. 

[The  case  is  especially  remarkable  for  the  early  age 
at  which  the  iliac  abscess  declared  itself,  none  being 
previously  on'  record  before  the  age  of  five  years.] 

FRACTUKB   OF  TBS  CRANIVM  IN  CBrUmSIT. 

Br.  Hamilton,  (U.S.,)  endeavours  to  supply  a  defici- 
ency in  surgical  literature, — viz.,  the  rules  by  which 
we  should  be  guided  in  fractures  of  the  skull  in  children. 
He  calls  attention  to  three  facts:—!.  That  until  the 
second  or  third  year  and  sometimes  later,  the  fontanelles 
are  open.  2.  That  during  the  same  period  very  little 
hard  matter  has  been  deposited  in  the  cranial  bonesi 
they  are  soft,  flexible,  and  resilient.  3.  The  bones  are 
almost  without  diploe  until  the  fifth  year,  and  the 
dura  mater  is  firmly  adherent.  From  these  facts  he 
infers  the  correctness  of  the  following  line  of  treat- 
ment :— 

1.  That  if  a  fracture  with  depression  occurs  in  a 
child,  and  no  signs  of  compression  follow,  an  operation 
is  noijusUfiable. 

3.  That  if  symptoms  ot  oompression  do  actually 
exist,  and  there  is  no  external  wound  which  will  at 
once  admit  the  elevator  to  the  fracture,  nnless  the  coma 
has  continued  several  hours,  no  operation,  not  even 
incision  of  the  scalp,  is  justifiable.  And  if  after  the 
lapse  of  several  hours  the  coma  continues,  but  gradu- 
•llj  diminishes,  it  is  still  right  to  delay  the  operation. 

3.  If,  .in  conneijction  with  t|ie  coma,  there  exists  also 
a  considerable  external  wound,  so  that  instruments 
can  at  once  be  applied  to  the  skull,  and  the  elevator 
has  been  used  without  etfeot,  still'  the  propriety  ot 
retaning.to  the  saw  or  tvepUne  may  be  donbtfnl  j  for 
in  ohUdren,  the  ^afr  or  trephine  must  traverse  the 
«atlie  thicknoM  of  the  bone,  as  its  stmctnre  is  too  pliable 
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to  be  brolren  up  by  the  elevator,  as  in  the  aJfnU ;  HbA 
it  Is  therefore  next  to  impossible  to  avoid  woiuiSiilg 
the  closely- adherent  dura  mater. 

Taking  these  diflkulUes  into  consideration  In'-^lidB- 
nection  with  the  great  rftiltieney  of  the  cranial  bones 
of  children,  and  the  great  consequent,  prpbabttity 
of  their  recovering  themselves,  after  depression,  the 
author  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  youn^  sub- 
ject an  operation  can  seldom  be  necessary  or  proper. 
He  supports  his  opinion  by  the  narrative  ot  six  casesl-^ 
Buffalo  Med,  Joun^  in  American  Joum.  of  Med* 
Science,  July. 

HBW  srUMT  ron  rBACTvass  ov  tbb  HOicBBni 
By  Robert  Fonlis  Esq.,  Edhibavgh. 

In  the  treatment  of  fractures,  it  is  a  general  pilneiple 
that  the  mechanical  support  applied,  of  whatever  l^nd 
it  may  be,  should  extend  beyond  the  two  extreasltleeof 
the  injured  bone,  in  order  to  insure  perfect  immMSIMj 
ot  the  limb. 

^  Now,  in  treating  fraetures  of  the  haneme,  this  rule 
dpes  not  appear  to  hafe  been  hitherto  attended  to;  Ibc 
the  splints  in  present  use,  althongh  they  are  made  to 
embrace  the  elbow-joint  firmly,  inferidrly  and  anpeitArty, 
do  not  extend  firther  than  the  neck  of  the  humeraa; 
thus  the  combined  weight  of  the  arm  and  splint  lenda  to 
withdraw  the  lower  portion  of  the  fracture  from  the  upper* 
True,  the  arm  is  supported  by  a  sling,  which  tfae-pifient 
is  strictly  enjoined  to  wear,  but,  this  support  is  neces- 
sarily precarious.  In  the  first  place,  the  patient  is  often 
tempted  to  withdraw  fats  arm  from  it;  and  secondly, 
however  careful  he  may  be^  this  is  very  apt  to  happen 
during  sleep ;  hence  the  surgeon  is  frequently  called 
9pon  to  treat  an  un-united  fhioture  of  the  hmnems. 
Now,  to  lessen  the  risk  of  this  evil,  and  to  assist  in  its 
removal  when  it  unfortunately  occurs,  the  improved 
^lint  has  been  constructed. 

Instead  of  terminating  below  the  shoulder,  the  outec 
half  of  the  splint  is  extended  over  the  shoulder,  where 
a  strap  Is  attached,  and  passed  round  the  body  below 
the  opposite  axilla,  in  cases  of  simple  fracture,  4hiB 
will  be  quite  sufficient  to  keep  the  arm  steady,  but  in 
cases  of  un-united  fracture,  an  additional  strap  it  added* 
which,  passing  below  the  elbow  and  over  the  shoulder, 
can  be  drawn  by  means  of  a  buckle  to  any  required 
degree  of  tightness.  In  this  way  the  fracUired  ends  of 
the  bone  can  be  brought  into  close  contact.  A  simpler 
form  of  this  splint  may  be  found  useful  in  cases  of 
dislecations  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  or  of  thn 
scapular  end  ot  the  clavicle,  and  also  in  fractures  of 
the  neck  of  the  humerus,  and  of  the  acromion  process 
of  the  scapnla.  In  these,  only  one  splint  will  be  require^s 
and  instead  of  being  cut  as  a  right  angle,  so  as  to  fit 
the  exterior  of  the  arm,  it  may  .be  made  straight  and 
passed  round  the  posterior  of  the  arm ;  thisi  aa  the 
formerj  has  a  s^rap  attached  to  the  end  of  it,  which  is 
also  parsed  round  below  the  opposite  axilla.  It  is 
unnecessary  that  it  should  be  made  of  so  firm  texture 
as  the  former;  some  light  substance,  such  as  Bristol 
board,  rendered  firm  with  cloth  pasted  on  both  sUeS| 
will  suffice j  the  strap  also  may  be  rery  light;  perhaps 
a  single  fold  of  a  bandage  attached  to  the  end  of  the 
splint,  and  passed  round  nnder  the  opposite  axilla,  wiS 
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be  quite  sofficient '  I  thTnff  i ll^t  splmrp/  Jbis^rnaT 
ibr  dieloeaUont,  would  be  felt  of  very  little  incenvenieQce 
bj  the  patient,  uid  wonld  afford  very  snfficlent  Mcuritjr 
againit  Mcondarf  dif location.  Of  coar|e»  in  tbis  case 
«  sling  or  bandage  is  essential] j  necessarj,  for  tbe 
splint  being  straigbt,  and  passing  around  the  posterior 
part  of  tbe  arm*,  3be«  not  preVent  its  being  stretcbed 
oat  M  .tbe  firft  forpi  of  tbe  splint  does.wLaiic«i, 
August  2Sth. 

COMGBNITAL  PBIMOtUy  Wrra  F0]Uf4TI0M   OF  CALCUU 
VNDBR  THE   F&EPUCE. 

Tbe  following  case  occurred  to  Mr.  Morris,  of 
01ia)diag  :*»Bobert  Franks,  aged  eigbteen  years,  a  fine 
Atbletic  yontb,  was  admitted  into  fbe  Union  Infirmary, 
ApiiX  9, 1647.  He  stated  tbat  be  was  mncb  troubled 
witb  graTol,  and  tbat  be  bad  been  , attended  by  an 
^potbecary,  but  "  bis  medicine  dtd  bim  no  good."  H% 
aaw  bim  only  two  deys  before  bis  admission,  and  gave 
|kim  a  bottle  of  medicine ;  be  states  tbi^t  be  has  come 
into  tbe  Union  Infirmary  to, be  cured  of  his  complaint. 
Upon  examining  the  pepis  as  be  stood  up,  it  presented 
•  most  singular  appearance :  tbe  bead  of  it  was  tbe 
size  of  a  large  orange,  and  bang  down  between  bis 
thighs ;  indeed,  the  weight  was  such  as  to  elongate  the 
penis  considerably;  tbe  reins  of  the  prepuce  werd 
^ucb  enlarged.  Upon  grasping  the  enlarged  prepnc(/j' 
and  rotating  it  about  in  tbe  band,  a  distinct  grat1n| 
could  be  felt ;  indeed,  it  was  exactly  lilce  handling  a  bsg 
df  marbles ;  tbe  orifice  of  the  prepuce  was  so  small . 
tbat  I  bad  great  difficulty  in  passing  the  end  of  a  probe 
tbrough  it.  Be  states  that  when  be  passes  water  tbe 
prepuce  first  fills,  and  swells  out  -,  be  then  grasps  it 
with  his'  band,  and  forces  the  urine  out  through  tbe 
contracted  orifice;  be  did  this  in  my  presence.  He  has 
never  been  able  to  have  sexual  intercourse ;  indeed', 
when  an  erection  takes  place,  it  must  present  a  very 
formidable  appearance.  Having  stated  to  bim  the 
nature  of  bis  complainf,  and  tbe  operation  necessary 
for  its  cure,  be  begged  I  would  at  once  relieve  bim,  as 
be  wished  **  to  be  like  other  men."  I,  therefore,  without 
further  ceremony,  slit  up  tbe  prepuce  by  means  of  a 
director  and  bistoury,  and  turned  out  from  beneath  the 
foreskin  118  calculi,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  millet- 
seed  to  tbat  of  a  nut ;  the  glans  penis  was  remarkably 
Buall  and  shrunken.  Having  washed  tbe  parts  well 
ont,  I  ordered  warm-water  dressing.  Tbe  youth  t^ent 
on  afterwards  very  well,  and  on  tbe  26tb  of  April  was 
discharged  cured.  The  calculi  were  white  and  poUsbed, 
with  an  uneven  service,  and,  when  divided,  presented 
a  laminated  appearance,  and  gave  out  a  strong  ammo- 
niacal  odour:  they  appeared  to  be  composed  of  tbe 
ammooiacal  phosphate  of  magnesia.-^Af«<itc<r2  Timet, 

COMPARISON     OF     VINOUS    AND     IODINE     INJECTI6nS 
VOB  THE  OVEB  OF  BTDROCBIJB. 

Considerable  discussion  having  recently  taken  place 
on  the  Continent  as  to  the  respective  merits  of 
▼inoQs  and  iodine  injections  in  hydrocele,  M.  Bouisson 
lopb'theoppononity  afforded  bim  by  a  patient  affected 
vith  doable  l^diooele,  of  testing  the  two  forms  of 
i^ljectioa.  Accordingly,  b^  punctured  first  the  right 
aide  of  tbe  scrotapa,  and  having  completely  evacuated 
<bo  coatentsy  be  injected  tbe  red  wine  of  the  cet^try, 


wiirm^d  tol?8^  Fahrenheit,  '^^ftiis  occasioned  oonaiitler- 
iile,  but  ^y  no  means  insupportable,  pidn.  tlta&e- 
dia'tely  aifterwards  be  punctured  an^  evacuated  tbe 
right  hydrocele,  and  into  this  be  tbrisw  an  Injection, 
consisting  of  one  part  tincture  of  Iodine,  and  three' 
parts  distilled  water,  without  giving  rise  to  the  slightesi 
pain. 

The  hydrocele  into  which  the  wine  bad  been  ii^ecte^ 
became  considerably  Infiamed ;  the  other  side  offered  a 
striking  contrast,  which  became  more  and  more  evident 

as  the  infiammation  of  the  other  increased!    On  tbd 
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tenth  day,  the  left  (the  iodine  injection,)  was  completely 
cured  without  engorgement  of  the  testicle  or  epliff* 
d ymis.  On  the  right  side  the  scrotum  was  still  tumefied, 
the  testicle  was  swelled  and  painful. — Gazette  Med.', 
from  jouirn.  des  Connaiss*  Medicates, 

[There  can  be  no  daabl^  thaiaa  far  as  this  axaa^e- 
goes,  tbe  superior  advantage  of  iodise  iBjeetiQii%  both 
at  to  rapidity  ^f  core  and  palnlestiiefa.  It  strongly 
marked;  but  it  stiU  remaSne  to  be  proved,  whether  .tha 
tide  on  vbioh  there  was  most  in^ammation  may  not  ba- 
the most  radically  eared.  It  must  also  be  remembered^ 
tbat  M.  Fleary  has  performed  precisely  similar  ^opera^i 
tions  for  doable  hydrocele,  aad  with  dlametrioally 
opposite  results.] 

MIPWIFBRY. 

ON   TBB   USB  OF  AUSCULTATION  XN   I^ABOUE. 

Pr*  lif 'Clintook.  terminates  ao  int^r^iUog  pia>er  on 
tbla  subject  by  tbe  subjoined  condu^qns:— 1.  Wbei^ 
(he  fostns  is  alive,  the  soonds  of  its.boart  may  be  alwaya 
deteoted  at  some  period  of  tbe  labour.  2.  Tbe  precise 
region  of  the  abdomen  in  whlcta  tbe  fmtal  heart  ia 
heard  affords  aaxiliary  evidence  of  the  position  of  ihp 
obild  in  utero,  but  can  never  be  relied  on  alone  for 
determining  this  point,  or  supersede  the  necessity  for 
vaginal  examination.  3.  In  presentation  of  tbe  lower 
extremities,  whether  it  be  breech,  foot,  or  knee,  the 
festal  heart  is  usually  heard  most  distinctly  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  umbilicus  of  the  mother.  4.  Conclusive 
auricular  evidence  of  tbe  existence  of  twins  m  uUro 
is  only  to  be  drawn  firom  the  inequality  of  tbe  number 
of  tbe  beats  of  the  new  foetal  hearts,  and  not  merely 
from  any  difference  as  to  their  respective  position!, 
5.  If,  in  the  course  of  a  tedious  or  difficult  labour,  the 
foetal  cardiao  sounds,  from  having  been  distinct  and 
clear,  gradually  become  feeble  and  obscure,  and  ulti* 
mately  inaudible,  even  with  every  precaution  against 
deception,  their  absence  is  positive  evidence  of  the 
child's  death:  but  without  the  previous  successive 
examinations  this  conclusion  would  be  destitute  of  any 
positive  character.  6.  In  cases  where  ergot  ot  rye  baa 
been  given  to  hasten  delivery,  auscultation  is  the  only 
certain  way  of  discovering  when  the  medicine  is  begin- 
ning to  exert  an  injurious  infiuence  on  the  child. 
7.  In  cases,  simulating  rupture  of  tbe  uterus,  the 
persistence  of  the  foetal  heart's  sounds  is  a  strong  proof 
against  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  and  the  mote 
advanced  the  period'  at  which  they  are  audible  after  the 
setting  in  of  bad  symptons,  the  more  conclusive  is  the 
evidence  that  mpture  has  not  taken  place;  whilst  the 
sudden  ceMaUon  of  the  /cetal  paif<^ti9A)^,wh«i;e^ey 
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bad  been  diitincUy  audible  *  short  time  pntiomljp 
•woald  corroborate  ttronglj  otfaor  exisUog  symptoau  of 
leoeratioD  of  the  Btems.  8«  A  fter  an  attack  of  puerperal 
•conmUlons  In  the  seTenth  or  eighth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, when  labour  haa  not  immediately  snpervened,  if 
the  atethoMope  Bhowsthat  the  child  is  alive,  there  Is  hope 
4hat  gestation  will  go  on  nndistarbed ;  but,  if  the  child 
1)0  dead,  its  expulsion  will  take  place  most  probably  in 
ten  or  fourteen  days  from  the  date  of  the  conTulsive 
attack.  9.  No  certain  conclusion  regarding  the  state  of 
the  fcetus  can  be  drawn  from  the  placental  sonfflet 
10.  In  cases  of  flooding  before  delivery,  the  placental 
bruit  may  point  out  the  part  of  the  uterus  to  which  the 
sifter-birth  is  attached,  and  thereby  show  whether  the 
bsemorrhage  be  accidental  or  unavoidable.  1 1.  Auscal- 
tation  of  the  heart  in  stillborn  children  more  accurately 
acquaints  us  with  the  state  of  the  child's  vital  powers, 
than  any  other  source  of  information,  and  is,  therefore^ 
well  deserving  of  employment  in  all  such  oases.*- 
DubHn  QwxrUrfyJmtmalf  May, 


POOR-LAW   MEDICAL  OFHCERS:    REQUISI- 
TION FOR  A  PUBLIC  MEETING. 


To  th9  Medical  Ofieert  qf  PooT'Low  Uniont, 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  persons  interested  in 
the  amelioration  of  the  present  S7*tem  of  Poor- Law 
medical  relief,  hereby  convene  a  general  meeting  of 
Poor-Law  surgeons,  and  others  of  the  medical  pro« 
fession,  to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  October, 
instant,  at  three  o'clock,  p.m.,  at  the  Hanover  Squase 
Rooms,  which  have  been  handsomely  placed  at  the 
aervice  of  the  intended  meeting  by  the  Council  of  the 
National  Institute  of  Medicine. 

The  undersigned  also  strongly  recommend  special 
meetings  of  Poor-Law  surgeons,  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts and  Unions  for  the  purpose,  previously  to  the 
general  meeting,  of  collecting  data,  to  be  submitted  to 
•the  meeting,  and  appointing  delegates  to  attend  it. 

Poor-Law  medical  officers,  to  whom  it  may  be  con- 
Tenient,  if  not  appointed  as  delegates,  are  also  requested 
to  give  the  benefit  of  their  attendance  at  the  meeting. 

Jambs  Hetoatb,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  President  of   the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association. 

Thobsas  Hodgkin,  M.D. 

R.  S.  Hutchinson,  M.D.,  Nottingham. 

Faancxs  Sibson,  Nottingham. 

William  Cantbbll,  Wirksworth. 

RicHAKO  T.  Tabkbb,  Melbourne. 

Booth  Eddison,  Nottingham. 

Augustus  Darlbt,  Nottingham. 

Thomas  Mabtin,  Reigate. 

[Appointed  with  other  gentlemen  at   the  Derby 
meeting,  as  a  deputation  to  wait  on  the  Minister.] 

William  Sbwbll,  Radford. 

Joseph  Thompson,  Nottingham.  ' 

Hbnbt  Taylob,  Nottingham. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Nottingham. 

Marshall  Hall  Higoinbottom,  Nottinghamt 

Bo  WARD  Danzxll,  Newport  Pagnell. 
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Alfbbo  Ebswobth,  Bulwell. 

Pbtbb  Mabtin,  Reigate. 

■>— — —  Habdwickb. 

Chablbs  M.  Thompson,  Westerham. 

Eowabo  Boulobb,  Bletchingley. 
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REMUNERATION  OF  MEDICAL   OFFICERS 

OF  UNIONS. 

BASPOBD    union. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Poor*Law  Medical  OAeers  of 
the  Basford  Union,  held  at  the  Flying  Horse  Hotel, 
Nottingham,  October  2ad,  Mr.Ortoo,  of  Beeston,  m  the 
Chair, the  following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously  kp 

Propose4  by  Mr.  Longstaff,  of  Ilkeston,  and  seconded  bj 
r  Mr.  Fowler,  of  Calverton,— 

"  That  this  Meeting,  representing  the  feelings  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Basford  Poor-Law  Union,  dsprs« 
Gates  the  present  inadequate  Salaries  of  the  Bledical 
Officers,  sanctioned  by  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Ebswortb,  of  Bulwell,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Graham,  of  Basford  : 
**  That  this  Meeting  is  of  opinion  that  a  CommisnoB 
(a  moiety  consisting  of  medical  men,  acquainted  with 
Poor-law  Union  Practice,)  slMiild  be  issued  by  Govem- 
nent,  to  enquire  into  .the  subject  of  the  duties  and 
remuneration  of  Medical  Officers." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Norman,  of  Ilkestov,  and  seconded  by 

Mr.  Longstaff,— 
"  That,  on  careful  investigation,  it  appears  to  as,  that 
in  the  Basford  Union  the  Medical  Salaries  are  far  inferior 
to  those  in  most  other  unions,  being  scarcely  equal  in  a 
single  instance  to  the  actual  cost  of  drugs  and  horse 
eipenses,  and  therefore  preclude  the  posnbility  of  tlin 
Medical  Officers  doing  justice  to  themsdves  and  the 
poor  also.*' 

Proposed  by  Mr,  Fowler,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ebsworth,— > 
"  That  copies  of  the  Returns  furnished  to  this  Meeting 
by  the  several  Medical  Officers  be  forwarded  to  the 
Poor-Law  Commissioners  and  the  Board  of  Guardian^ 
with  the  view  of  inducing  them,  at  the  earliest  poemble 
period,  to  remove  the  grievancm  under  which  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Basford  Union,  are  now  suffering." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Longstaff,  seconded  by  Mr.  Graham,-* 
«  That  this  Meeting  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  feas 
allowed  for  Vaccination  in  the  Basford  Union  are  so  \am 
as  to  render  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act  almost  a 
nnUity,  and  that  no  fee  less  than  one  shilling  and 
sixpence  will  cause  the  Act  to  be  carried  out  in  tbe 
spirit  in  which  the  Legislature  intended.'* 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Longstaff,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ebsworlli,— 
'*  That  this  Meeting  condemns  the  exclusion  of  Bnm^ 
Scalds,  and  other  long  protracted  and  dangerous  Saigieal 
Cases  from  article  177  of  the  present  Poor-Law  Regiila- 
tions ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  article  181,  ahoiild 
have  been  more  defined,  and  made  imperative." 

Proposed  by  Mr.  Graham,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  yuriBiiy   ■ 

"^That  these  resolutions  be  prmted,   and  a    copy 
forwarded  to  the  Poor-Law  Commissiooeri^  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  the  Medical  Periediesl^  and 
local  Joarnals." 
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INFLAMMATORY  DISEASE  OF  THE  CERVIX 
UTERI  A  CAUSE  OF  ABORTION. 

MO  TBE  BDITOR  OV  TUB  noVlVCt/LL  MEDICAL  AND 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

I  h«T6  Jast  penuedyio  a  late  number  of  joar  Joornal, 
a  letter  irum  Mr.  Whitehead,  of  Manchester^  whiofa 
I  trust  you  will  allow  me  brleflj  to  notice.  Mr. 
Whitehead's  letter  is  elicited  by  some  remarks  made 
by  me,  respecting  his  recent  work  on  the  "  Causes  of  [ 
Abortion,  &c.,"  in  an  article  published  in  the  Lancet 
aboat  two  months  ago,  (July  24th,)--reinarks  which 
I  am  sorry  to  say  he  has  misinterpreted. 

Mr;Whitehead  appears  to  think  that  I  accuse  him  of 
iplagiarism— an  idea  which  he    would  not  certainly 
xetain  were  he  to  carefully  re-peruse  the  communica- 
iion  to  which  he  alludes.    So  far  from  accusing  him  of 
copying  my  writings  on  this  subject.  I  sUted,  in  order 
to  prerent,  as  I  .hoped,  the  probability  of  luoh  an 
impression,  Ibat  he  was  evidently  "ignorant  of  my 
later  publications  on  this  subject,  in  1SI6.*'    Having 
4bQs,  by  courteously  and    candidly  presuming    Mr. 
Whitehead's  ignorance  of  my  later  writings,  screened 
myself  from  the  intention  of  imputing  plagiarism  to 
him,  I  considered  that  I  was  perfectly  warranted  in 
asserting  what  is  an  absolute  matter  of  fact,— tIz., 
that  I  had  more  than  « incidentally*'  (as  sUted  in  his 
preliMe,)  alluded  to  the  subject  of  uterine  inflammation 
in  the  pregnant  female,  in  my  work  *•  On  Uterine 
Inflammation;"  and  that  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
BriUsh  Association  in  September,   1846,  and  shortly 
afterwards  published,  with  considerable  additions,  in 
the  Lancet,  I  had  entered  at  considerable  length  into 
the  qnestion,  thus  foresUlling  the  developments  con. 
tained  in  Mr.  Whitehead's  recent  monograph.    So  far, 
indeed,  from  depreciating  Mr.  Whitehead's  labours,  I 
was  the  first  to  hail,  in  print,  his  appearance  in  the 
scientific  field  in  which  I  am  engaged,  and  to  bear  tesii- 
mony  to  the  value  of  the  important  statistical  and  other 
evidence  which  he  has  brought  forward. 

The  plain  statement  of  facts  on  this  point,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  is  as  follows  :~In  1840,  whilst  interne 
at  the  Hospital  of  Saint  Louis,  Paris,  I  attended  the 
practice  of  M.  Boys  de  Loury,  one  of  the  phj^icians 
of  the  neighbouring  hospital-prison  of  St.  Lazarre, 
where  diseased  prostitutes  are  confined  and   treated. 
I   thus   became    acquainted  with  a   series  of  facts, 
undoubtedly  brought  to  light  for   the  first  time,  in 
the  history   of  medicine,   in    that  hospital,  by  the 
constant  use  of  the  specnlnm  in  the  treatment  of  the 
•ypbilitical  patients,— viz.,  that  pregnant  women  are 
often   affected  with  inflammatory  ulceration  of   the 
•oerviz ;  that  this  disease,  if  leA  to  itself,  generaUy  occa- 
aions  abortion,  (vide  my  work,  page  48,)  and  that  not 
only  is  the  use  of  the  speculum  unattended  with  any 
jriskj  bnt  that  it  is  often  the  only  means  of  preventing 
Abortion  by  caring  the  disease.     The  knowledge  of 
these  l(M7to,  however,  even  when  I  left  Paris,  was  con. 
fined  to  the  officials  of  St.  Lazarre,  the  most  eminent 
JB'renoh  acconcheurs  and  writers  appearing  even  to  this 
day  as  ignorant  of  them  as  their  English  fellow- 
jpractidonert,     Paring  my  residence  in  the  Paris 


hospitals,  I  had,  subsequently,  repeated  opp6rtiinitles  of 
aecertalning  the  correctness  of  these  views;  and  when 
I  published  my  practical  treatise  on  *<  Uterine  Inflame 
matron,"  in  1845, 1  mentioned  them  more  than  "  inoi* 
dentally,*'  and  gave  as  illustrative  of  abortion  prepenUd, 
two  cases  taken  from  the  thesis  of  my  colleagne,  M. 
Costilhes.  This  thesis  was  then  the  only  notice  of  the 
above  facts  with  which  I  am  acquainted  in  the  entire 
range  of  medical  literature,  ancient  or  modem. 

I  was  not,  however,  aware  at  that  time  of  the  extreme 
frequency  of  this  morbid  state  as  a  cause  of  abortion— 
that  it  is,  indeed,  the  principal  cause  of  abortion — nor  do 
I  believe  that  any  one  else  was,  not  cTen  M.  Bdys  de 
Loury  himself.      Subsequent  researches  in  a  wider 
field,  opened  to  me  by  a  midwifery  appointment,  shortly 
afterwards  proved  to  me  that  such  is  really  the  case; 
and  in  September,  1846,  as  above  sUted,  I  laid  the 
result  of  my  more  extended  experience  before  the  pro- 
fession, in  a  series  of  papers,  which  appeared  in  the 
Lancet  of  that  year— the  first  having  been  previously 
f^ad  before  the  British  Association,  at  Southampton. 
These  papers  contain,  as  I  asserted  in  my  former  com- 
munication,  most  oi  the   facts  respecting  ulcerative 
inflammation  of  the  cervix  in  pregnancy,  and  as  a  canse 
ef^  abortion,  brought  forward  in  Mr.  Whitehead's  recent 
w^rk,  and  also  others  which  he  does  not  notice. 
1  |ln  repeating  this  assertion,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood, 
that  I  do  not  accuse  Mr.  Whitehead  o£  plagiarism,  and 
that  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  his  researches  were  (lat. 
terly,)  carried  on  simultaneously  with  mine,  as  he  states 
to  have  been  the  case.  I  merely  wish  to  substantiate  my 
claim  to  having  published  the  data  in  question,  in  an 
aijridged   form  more  than  two  years  before,  and  in 
.e^eneo,  nearly  a  year  before  the  appearance  of   his 
work.      Had  Mr.  Whitehead,  in  his  preface,  mentioned 
what  had  been  done  b^are  Aim— what  was  the  actual 
stfte  of  science  on  the  subject,  giving   me  credit  for 
what  I  have  written,  and  then  entered  into  the  explana- 
tions  contained  in  his  recent  letter,  all  vindication  of 
my  position  and  claims  would  have  been  unnecessary. 
In  conclusion,  I  hope  Mr.  Whitehead  will  credit  me 
when  I  state  again  that  nothing  can  be  further  from  my 
intentions  than  to  wish  to  diminish  the  value  of  labours, 
the  importance  of  which  no  one  can  so  fully  appreciate 
as  myself.    It  would,  indeed,  be  singular,  were  I  to 
quarrel  with  the  only  ally  that  I  have  yet  met  with, 
when  that  ally  brings  to  the  support  of  the  views  which 
we  are  now  both  endeavouring  to  establish,  so  important 
a  mass  of  statistical  data.     Indeed,  I  am  too  much 
gratified  to    have  met  with  such    assistance  in  my 
endeavours  to  place  this  important  branch  of  obstetric 
medicine  in  its  true  light,  not  to  hail  Mr.  Whitehead's 
appearance  as  an  author  with  the  greatest  pleasnre. 
Trusting  that  this  explanation  will  prove  satisfactory, 
.1  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BENNET,  M.D. 
Cambridge  Square,  Hyde  Park, 
Octoler,  1847. 
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:(^jPTUCTIOK  OF  THE  POISON  OF  CHOLERA. 

Mr.  Hcfepttb*  of  Briatp),  sUles  ]Ui  a  letter  to  the 
!XkmM,  tbfti  Droffl  a  eeries  0/  ezperixD^ntt.  made  at  the 
iMt  visitation  of  oholera,  he  had  aseertaiaed  that  the 
fAieOB  which  generated  the  dieeaie  was  destroyed  bj 
^Uofine,  or  a  heat  of  900^. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Oentlemen  admitted  M embers  on  Friday,  October 
,8th,  1847:— C.  Thompson;  W.  M.  F.  Chatterley; 
W.  Garstang;  C.  H.  Hitchen;  D.  Mackinder;  J.  R. 
Walker;  A.  Burton;  R.  D.  SuUer;  L.  W.  Stewart 

Friday,  October  16th  ;— >T.  H.  Toke;  C.  B.  Wilson; 
fi.  H.  Owen;  J.  M'cNicoll;  W.  C.  Kelaart;  H.  J. 
Waterli^id;  H.  D.  Benwell;  R.  Bran  well. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gantleoken  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Sept^n^f 
liter  30th :*-^oratio  Coare  Brenchlej,  Maidstone; 
ip^oiaas  Hood,  London;  Joseph  Rnshforth;  Henry 
iPowler  Jenkinson.  Donoaster;  Samnel  Fowell,  Norwich; 
(jreorge  Bellasis  Marfen,  Stafford. 

Thorsday,  October  7th ;— John  Owen,  Mold ;  John 
^prce  Bowling;  Walter  Brown,  Bridlington. 


OBITUARY.     . 

Died,  September  21st,  Thomas  Tucker  Price,  Esq., 
M.R.C.S.,  of  Hereford. 

October  1st,  at  Brumard,  near  Ennfskillen,  aged  38, 
Waller  Dane,  Esq.,  M.D. 

October  2ad,  at  Brookborougli,  of  typhus  fever,  James 
Honghton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Medical  Attendant  of  the  Fever 
Hospital  and  Dispensary. 

October  3rd,  at  Belfast,  of  malignant  fever,  Alfred 
Anderson,  Esq.,  aged  27,  resident  surgeon  of  the 
General  Hospital. 

October  4th,  at  Tottenham,  John  Morgan,  Esq., 
F.L.S.,  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  Surgeon  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  at 
Goy*s  Hospital. 

October  5th,  aged  50,  Thomas  Powell,  Esq.,  M.D., 
Physician  and  Governor  to  the  Nottingham  Lunatic 
Asylnm. 

October  7th,  at  Belfast,  aged  67,  David  Moore, 
Esq.,  R.N.,  Medical  Officer  of  Quarantine. 

October  8th,  at  Lower  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington, 
aged  59,  Alfred  Hardwicke,  Esq.,  M.D.,  a  Member  of 
the  Council  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  Snrgical 
AssociaUon* 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

The  Dublin  Dissector,  or  System  of  Practical 
Anatomy.  By  Robert  Harrison,  M.D.,  M.R.S.A., 
F.R.C.S.,  of  Ireland  and  England;  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy and  Sargery  in  the  University  of  Dnblin,  &c.  &c. 
FiAh  Edition.  Dablin:  Hodges  ^nd  Smith.  1847. 
8to,  2  Tols.y  pp.  871,  withnomeroos  Illnstrations. 


A  Treatise  on  DIat  and  Regimen.  By  WiUlm 
Qe;)i7  Robertson,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  Baiton 
Bath  Charity.  Fonrth  Edition.  Tolnmel.  Londoa: 
Chorchill.    1847.    8vo.pp,354. 

A  Gnide  to  the  Ezaminatioo  of  the  Urine  in  fisslA 
and  Disease,  for  the  Use  of  Students.  By  Alfred 
Mark  wick,  Surgeon  to  the  Western  German  Dispenssiy, 
&c.  &c.    London:  Churchill.     l8mo.    pp.155. 

Guy's  Hospital  Reports.  Second  Series.  VoL  Y. 
London:  Highley.    1847.    8ro.  pp.  212.    Pistes. 

Inquest  on  Miss  Sophia  Dallelt,  &c.,  with  so 
Appendix.  Edited  by  John  Rose  Cormack,  H.D., 
Ed  in.,  F.R.S.E.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  Edinburgh,  &e.  &c.  London :  CharehllL 
1847.    8to.  pp.  42. 

Proceedings  of  the  National  Medical  Conventions, 
held  in  New  York,  May,  184«,  and  in  PhilsdelpUs, 
May,  1847.  Philadelphia.    1847.   Large  8vo.,  pp.  175. 

The  Microscopic  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  in 
Health  and  Disease,  £co.  By  Arthur  Hill  HssssII, 
F.L.$.,  &c.    Part  XL     London :  Highley. 


PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL  AND    SURGICAL 

ASSOCUTION. 

NOTICE    TO    MEMBERS. 

Mr.  Crompton,  of  Manchester,  being  appointed  by 
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PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CERE- 
BRAL  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN,  CHIEFLY 
BEARINO  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  DIAONC 
SIS  IN  HYDROCEPHALIC  AFFECTIONS. 


Rojal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  of  London. 

(Read  at  the  Annoal  Meeting  of  the  Soothers  Braaeh  of  the 
Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held  at 
Winchester,  Jaly  29, 1847.) 

Having  oAen  experienced,  etpeeiallj  at  an  earljr 
period  of  mj  praetloe,  considerable  difficultj  in  tbe 
diagnotie  of  the  cerebral  diseases  of  children,  and  in 
discriminating  between  them  and  other  affections  which 
rimnlate  them  in  their  cerebral  symptoms,  I  have,  with 
a  tiew  of  fixing  the  attention  more  strongly  and 
pointedly  on  those  signs  which,  from  experience,  I 
liare  been  led  to  think  lire  most  to  be  depended  opon/ 
pat  together  a  few  obserrations  in  the  present  com- 
luiiBioalioii  on  the  sabject,  accompanied  with  seTeral 
•bridge J  fllaatratlve  cases;  not,  however,  with  the 
idea  that  anything  I  may  have  te  offer  nill  prove  very 
novel  or  partioalarly  instroctive,  bat  with  a  hope  that 
by  calling  the  attention  afresh  to  a  class  of  diseases 
which,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  hare  hitherto  had  a  fatal 
termination,  some  good  may  remit.  Whatever  inducee 
118  to  reconsider  onr  former  views  or  opinions,  can 
acarcely  fail  to  be  prodoctive  of  advantage. 

M.  RiUiet's  essay  on  the  *<  Simple  Aeate  Infiamma. 

» 

tion  of  tbe  Membranes  of  the  Brain  in  Infants,*'  is  a 
Talnable  contribation  to  medical  science ;  It  will  con* 
•iderably  aid  the  practitioner  in  his  discrimination  of 
this  diiScalt  elasa  of  diseases.  I  waa  led  by  the 
penmal  of  the  translation  of  this  work,  which  appeared 
Sn  the  pages  of  the  Joaraal  of  the  Society,  to  turn  to 
mj  Mte  book,  and  to  the  selectton  of  the  easee  before' 
leMffed  to* 

The  knowledge  and  treatment  of  cerebral  disease  is^ 
1  ftefieve,  now  eonfeiee^y  ooaslderfd  the  most  obsoare 
depaitmtat  of  praetical  medldne.  We  have  it  net 
1»  ear.  power  to  employ  those  physieal  modee  of  in* 
Testlgafios  which  wej  with  so  much  eaceeu,  avail 
oareelvea  of  In  the  diagnosis  of  thoradc  and  abdominal 
Wbi^rs.  We  are  yet  left  to  gatheronr  opinions  from 
SeMiml  synptomt  and  ftinetional  sympathetic  dis. 
Irtlfcftiiis,  saeh.  ai  vera  SormxAj  oar  only  gntdet  in 
MOt  ss,  NereMher  s,  lair. 


sesrchiog  into  the  ailments  of  the  organs  contained  in 

(the  larger  cavities  of  the  body.    The  difficalties  thaa 

imposed  upon  us  I   have  not  only  personally  and 

painfully  experienced,  but  have  had  some  opportnnity 


By  Thomas  Salter,  F.L.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  Fellow  of  thfe    of  witnessing  the  embarrassmenU,  and  I  may  add. 

errors  of  diagnosis  in  others,  and  in  some  «ho  enjoyed 
long  experience,  and  who  had  obtained  high  reputation. 
The  chief  source  of  these  errors  of  diagnosis  have,  I 
think,  arisen  from  confounding  arachnitis  with  bilioue 
and  infantile  remittent  fevers,  and  overlooking  that 
depressed  state  of  the  nervous  system  in  infants  sIilh. 
lating  hydrocephalus,  and  pointed  out  with  so  mocb* 
elearnese  and  talent  by' Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  and  the 
lataDr.  Goocb. 

The  division  of  meningitis  of  infants  into  the  aetUe 
"and  tubercular  is,  perhaps,  for  practical  parposes  the 
best,  being  based  upon  correct  and  obvioos  pathological 
differences.  The  latter  variety,  which  had  for  many 
years  obtained  by  common  consent  the  name  of  hydro- 
cephalus, has  been  delineated  and  treated  of  by  manj 
authors  of  distinguished  talent,  but  has  not  been  moro 
graphically  described  than  by  Dr.  Fothergill,  in  the. 
fourth  volume  of  the  "Medical  Observationt  and 
Inqniries«"  His  pathology  and  treatment,  however^ 
will  not  bear  a  similar  commendation. 

Whether  the  celebrated  dednction  of  M.  Loais^— thai 
if  tobercles  be  found  in  the  brain  they  are  snre  to  be 
met  with  in  other  organs,  especially  the  longs,— bo 
true  or  otherwise,  it  matters  but  little;  hydrocephalua 
or  arachnitis  of  children  being  with  few  exception* 
essentially  a  disease  belonging  to  the  strumoas  diathesis* 
I  believe  in  a  majority  of  instances,  this  celebrated 
pathologist's  opinion  will  be  Ibnnd  to  be  f  orrect,  even 
la  ehildren,  bat  to  whom  Indeed  be  doee  not  extend  ii 
if  nnder  fifteen  yeara  of  age.  I  think,  however,  thera 
anyfood  groanda  for  doubting  the  convene  of  the  pro- 
^yesition,— >that  taberdes  being  found  abundantly  in 
other  organa,  and  the  patient  dying  of  hydrocephalas^ 
they  mast  necesaarily  be  found  in  the  brain  and  ita 
mei^brases;  bat  whether  taberdes  be  present  or  not, 
the  excited  vascular  action  leading  to  efRision  partakea 
of  the  atonic  chaiaater  of  atrantous  Infiammation,  and 
In  to  delicate  an  ergaa  u  the  brain,  is  little  aaenabW 
to  trt  atoiont. 
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The  diipositlon  of  miliary  tubercles  in  the  longs  and 
abdominal  organs  will  sometimes  take  place  to  a  great 
«xtent,  yoty  gi? ing  rise  to  do  very  prominent  symptoms, 
their  existence  has  not  been  suspected,  but  a  fatal 
•attack  of  hydrocephalus  having  supervened,  examina- 
tion after  death  has  led  to  their  discovery. 

The  origin  of  stromous  disease,  whatever  may  be  Ita 
remote  or  predbposing  cause,  most  mainly  be  referred 
to  mal- assimilation  and  sanguification,  or  what  may 
be  called,  strumous  dyspepisia.  In  discriminating 
between  tubercular  or  strumous  meningitis  and  com- 
plaints simulating  it,  the  constitution  of  the  patient^ 
and  the  history  of  previous  ailments,  call  for  our  first 
attentive  observation. 

The  symptoms  most  pathognomonic  and  those  belong* 


the  nature  of  the  disease,  or  on  the  subject  of  prognosis. 
Po$,  the  gentlemen  who  had  watched  the  case,  one  of 
them  from  its  commencement,  and  the  other  nearly  so, 
both  persons  of  considerable  experience,  felt  asaured 
in  their  own  minds,  that  it  was  one  of  fever,  and  that 
nothing  had  nccnnred  to  warrant  the  opinion  of  the 
existence  of  distinct  cerebral  disease.  However,  toon 
after  1  left  the  hoaae.  convulsions  cama  on,  and  befoM 
ihe  morning  the  child  died. 

There  is  another  symptom  on  which  I  have  been  in 
the  habit  o(  placing  great  reliance,  as  a  diagnostic  of 
arachnitis  or  hydrocephalus,  but  which  unfortunately 
makes  its  appearance  at  a  period  when  there  is  little 
f  or  no  hope  of  recovery,  and  indeed  is  itself  an  evidence 
of  the  speedy  arrival  of  an   unfortunate  issue  of  the 


ing  to  an  eariy  stage,  are  frequently  the  eimulUneous  ,«••«•  I  one*  l^^ught  that  this  symptom  was  an  infallible 


-occurrence  of  sickness,  pain  of  the  head  and  bowels:- 
the  vomiting  sometimes,  after  obstinately  persisting  foe 
three,  four,  five  or  more  days,  will  then  generally 
oease,  and  a  favourable  prognosis  is  not  only  inferred, 
1>ut  the  circumstance  is  often  adduced  as  a  confiri^ik 
tion  of  an  opijiion  that  had  been  previously  given,  that 
the  case  was  altogether  one  of  gastric  or  biliary 
disorder,  and  thus  the  fatal  delusion  is  completed.  J 
cite  the  following  case  as  one  in  point  :-* 

UENINcrriS,  SmULATINO  BILIOUS  REUITTBMT  FBVBR. 

On  November  30th,  1846,  I  was  called  to  visit,  in 
consultation  with  a  physician,  and  the  ordinary 
medical  attendant  of  the  family,  a  child  between  two 
«nd  three  years  of  age.  I  was  informed  that  the  indis- 
position was  of  nearly  three  week's  duration,  that  the 
•early  symptoms  were  languor,  sickness,  and  vomiting, 
«l]gbt  fever  Hith  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  some  headache, 
And  that  at  the  present  time,  though  the  sickness  and 
vomiting  had  disappeared,  a  functional  disturbance  of 
the  chylopoietic  organs  constituted  the  most  prominent 
features  of  the  case,  confirming  the  view  of  the  gep^- 
men  in  attendance,  that  it  was  an  ordinary  instance 
of  the  bilious  remittent  of  children,  which  was  alleged 
to  have  gone  on  favourably;  and  it  was  stated  in  cofi- 
firmation  oi  this  view,  that  the  patient  was  sufficiently 
well  on  the  day  previous  to  my  visit,  to  have  been 
drawn  out  for  an  airing  in  a  child's  carriage,  but  that  a 
change  had  taken  place  within  a  few  hottrs  which  had 
made  an  unfavourable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
parents. 

I  found  the  patient  lying  on  a  sofa,  apparently  asleep, 
bnt  which  more  particular  observation  induced  me  to 
think  was  commencing  coma.  On  raising  the  upgoj^ 
eyelids,  (which  was  not  resisted,)  the  pupils  appeared 
Urger  than  natural,  and  were  sluggish  in  their  move- 
ments ;  there  was  also  a  vacant  expression  of  counte- 
nance. With  these  sy  mptoms,slight  muscular  twitohings^ 


forerunner  of  death,  but  I  am  now  disposed  to  believe 
,(ha|  Ihave  seen  one,  if  not  more  exceptions  to  the  mle; 
still  I  am  convinced  that  these  exceptions  will  oeenr 
so  rarely,  that  in  giving  an  nnfavourable  prognoaia» 
little  apprebenaion  need  be  entertained  of  loss  of 
reputation  from  an  error  of  judgment,  in  any  case  in, 
which  thia  sigtt  Is  present,  after  the  occurrence  of  other 
suspicious  antecedeift  symptoms,  especially  the  presence 
and  disappearance  of  vomiting,  followed  by  sighing 
respirations.  The  symptom  here  referred  t6,  ia  a  higkfy 
congestive  ttaU  of  the  vcfseh  of  the  conjunctiva  comnen-, 
jp|ng  at  the  canthos  of  one  or  both  eyes,  more  frequentlj. 
both,  generally  first  noticed  at  the  inner  ee.aihtts,  oocmr- 
ring  about  eight,  ten, or  twelve  days  from  the  aocetaioa  of 
the  attack.  On  firet  observing  it  perhaps  only  one  or 
two  vessels  will  be  noticed  faller  than  natural,  taking 
a  direction  from  the  canthns  toward  the  margin  of  the 
cornea,  bnt  this  congestive  state  once  begun,  it  in 
general  steadily  progresses,  until  the  eyes  assume 
somewhat  the  aspect  of  ordinary  conjunctivitis.  Con- 
^cncrently  with  this  appearance,  there  is  an  incresaed 
and  altered,  secretion  from  the  Meibomian  glands,: 
causing  the  eyAvls  occasionally  to  adhere,  and  when 
this  secretion  passes  over  the  snrftice  of  the  cornea,  it 
produces  that  filmy  appearance  of  the  eyes,  often 
noticed.  Though  the  congestive  condition  of  the  con- 
junctiva generally  comes  too  Isle  to  be  of  any  avail  aa 
a  guide  in  a  curative  point  of  view,  it  is,  negatively,  « 
sign  of  great  importance  as  a  help  to  diagnosis  in 
difficult  or  doubtful  cases ;  as  for  example,  in  ^nftwii?^. 
of  infantile  remittent  fever,  simulating  hydrpcepbaJni^ 
if  this  symptom  does  not  shew  itself  after  the  lapM  .of 
tjS^lre  or  fourteen  days  Irom  the  beginning  «f  tha 
attack,  the  case  may  be  aafaly  pronounced  to  h^  fevMv 
•Id  a  more  faTonrable  prognosis  giren.    If  prsTloasly 


were  ob«.rved,-and  I  thought  a  want  of  dae  poteen  '|*  ^ ^^^^^^  <>'  c<mfst^on  of  the  ooiunhetlT.. 
one  of  the  upper  extremities.  Connecting  the  presVnt  *•  P«»^«  ««  *•«  "low  and  irregular,  which,  when  it 
appearances  of  the  case  with  the  early  symptoms,  "'•^^  '•  ^^  ^'  ^^  "»o»^  characteristic  signs  of  thn 
especiaHy  the  vomiting,  and  the  absence  of  the  latter  "^^ond  stage  of  the  disease,  it  will  now.  be  mnoh 
as  the  case  progressed,  from  the  diminution  of  the  tccelerated^  and  firequentiy  beoomf  rery  rapid,  nuB^ng 
•ensifinity  of  th«  brain,  I  felt  no  hesitation  either  as  t^j,  f'om  130  to  160  in  th«  nlniito. 
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I  eU0  the  foUowiog  case  as  one  ibat  particalarly 
intereated  me  at  the  time  of  iu  oecorrence,  and  I 
inlrodnce  it  here,  as  mj  diagnosis  and  prognosis  were 
solely  founded  on  the  condition  of  the  conjanctira  Just 
doseribed.  The  impression  it  created  on  my  oim  mind 
was  the  more  deep,  from  my  haTing  the  mislortnne  to 
dilTer  in  opioiott  from  the  medical  genll^mesy  all  of 
high  character  and  much  eiperlence,  who  were  in 
attendance  prerions  to  my  seeing  the  patient,  and  two 
of  whom  continued  to  watch  the  case  with  me  to  its 
termination. 

XBMIKOITIS.WITB  COHOBSTION  OF  TBI  CONJUNCTITA. 

The  subject  of  the  case  was  the  son  of  a  gen- 
tleman liTing  at  a  considerable  distance  from  my 
residence,  four  years  of  age.  It  was  stated,  that 
proTious  to  this  indisposition,  heliad  uniformly  enjoyed 
good  bealih;  indeed  it  was  said,  that  he  had  never 
before  been  ill.  He  had  been  complaining  nine  days 
when  I  saw  him,  which  was  on  the  Idth  ot  January, 
1834,  and  had  been  under  treatmeni  seren  days;  two 
physicians  and  a  surgeoa  were  in  attendaneOf  The 
case  was  considered  one  of  infantile  remittept  fever. 
I  found  the  patient  in  bed,  lying  upon  hif, back,  restless, 
constantly  throwing  his  hands  and  arms  about,  and 
rolling  his  head ;  he  did  not  appear  to  be  sensible ; 
the  eyes  were  filmy,  and  void  of  expression,  with  large 
and  sluggish  pupils;  coigunctivaB  much  congested, 
especially  those  portions  of  the  membranes  lining  the 
lower  lids,  and  art  the  angles  of  reflexion ;  there  was 
also  an  abundant  secretion  of  muco*pumlent  matter 
about  the  edges  of  the  eyelids;  the  pulse  was  140, 
feeble;  the  skin  scarcely  aboTO  the  natural  temperature; 
he  was  much  teased  with  a  loose  cough,  but  without 
wlieezing  or  bronchial  rattle.  There  was  a  blister  upon 
the  chest.  I  was  informed  that  at  one  period  the 
pupils  were  contracted  to  a  poin^  I  gave  it  as  my 
opinion  that  the  case  was  one  of  arachnitis,  in  the  last 

•tage. 

I  was  to  have  visited  the  patient  the  following 
morning,  the  13th,  but  receiving  a  message  that  he 
was  dying,  did  not  see  him ;  but  this  event  not  happen* 
ing,  I  saw  the  patient  in  consultation  on  the  14lb,  and 
was  told  there  was  some  improvement  in  his  sitnation; 
he  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be  worse  than  when  I  first 
•aw  him.    The  following  is  the  report  of  the  15th:— 

Bestlessness  not  so  great;  the  eyes  clearer;  pupils 
contracting  and  dilating  readily ;  more  sensible ;  evacna- 
tinu  firom  the  bowels  neither  dark  nor  pitchy,  but  a 
little  inclined  to  green ,  when  his  attention  is  not  roused 
the  eye*ball8  are  drawn  up  under  the  brow,  and  the 
pupils  become  dilated.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  under 
this  movement,  I  considered  unfavourable;  had  the 
putlent  been  in  healthy  sleep,  the  pupik  would  have 
Veen  contracted.  However,  the.  general  imprevemettt 
cf  the  patient  was  considered  to  militate  much  afaind 
the  opinion  which  I  had,  perbape  hastily,  given.  . 
.  Tlw  16ihand  17th  were  passed  with  but  little  farliition 
in  the  symptoms,  but  it  was  supposed,  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  ease  had  rather  improved,  and  X  did  not  see 
ilie  patient  an  either  of  theie  days.    If  y  last  Vitit  wm 


made  on  January  18th,  I  found  the  friends  and 
medical  gentlemen  all  cheerfulness  at  the  Improvement  • 
Chat  bad  taken  place;  the  eyes  were  more  Intelligent; 
ooi^unctivtt  less  congested,  and  vision  apparently  per- 
fect; the  patient  seemed  quite  sensible,  knew\his 
father,  and  put  his  arms  about  his  neck,  and  put  Out 
his  tongue  when  desired  to  do  so ;  the  pulse,'  however, 
had  hot  come  down,  which  it  ought  to  have  done,  to 
havejustified  a  favourable  prognosis.  Still  appearances  , 
Were  now  more  than  ever  against  my  opinion ;  all  I 
could  say  was,  that  if  the  patient  recovered,  I  should 
see  what  I  had  nerer  seen  before. 

I  was  not  to  repeat  my  visit  on  the  next  day,  but 
the  day  after ;  on  this,  the  20ib,  I  receired  a  message 
before  I  had  risen  in  the  morning,  to  say  that  the 
patient  had  died  in  the  night 

The  apparent  improvement  in  this  case  was  very 
striking,  and  certainly  gave  rise  to  some  doubt  in  my 
mind  MTto  the  correctneec  of  the  opinion  I  had  ventured 
to  give.  I  believe,  however,  that  each  partial  ameliora- 
tions are  not  altogether  uncommon  in  cerebral  diseases, 
Afetarai^  Dr.  Cheyne,and  Sir  H.  Halford,  have  noticed 
these  spurious  and  delusive  appearances  of-amendment. 
It  is  net  to  be  supposed  that  the  gentlemen  who  saw 
these  two  cases  with  me  wasre  not  highly  competent 
observers  of  disease,  but  it  is  clear,  however,  that  they 
must  have  been  misled  by  the  early  symptoms,  which 
In  their  opinion  were  dissimilar  to  those  that  usually 
ta^  place  in  these  affections.  All  I  am  desirous  to  . 
adduce  from  these  circumstances  is,  the  difficulty  of 
diagnosis  which  sometimes  arises  in  the  cerebral  die-  - 
eases  of  children,  and  the  following  short  case  demon- 
stratea  this  fact  in  a  still  more  palpable  manner. 

One  of  the  least  equivocal  signs  of  the  existence  of 
a  seriona  morbid  lesion  o(  the  bndn  is  a  las  or  dimhiu* 
tioH  of  motor  power.  Excessive  or  irregtilkr  musculac 
actions,' as  convulsions,  are  less  to  be  relied  upon,  as 
thesa  often  occur,  to  a  great  extent,  in  the  diseases  of  . 
children,  and  may  portend  little  or  no  danger,  but  the 
slightest  indication  pf  paralysis  miut  always  be  regarded 
as  a  feacfttl  symptom.  , 

AEACBiriTis ;  LoCAtr  psnitms. 

September  6tb,  1838.     I  was  sent  for  to  see  the  son 
of  a  gentleman,  three  years  and  a  half  old,  who  wag ' 
said  to  be  slightly  indisposed ;  he  was  left  under  the 
care  of  an  aunt  during  the  absence  ot  his  mother,  who 
had  gone  a  journey  into  Lancashire.    It  was  more  on 
account  of  the  responsibility  felt  by  the  former  relative^ 
than  f^m  the  supposed  existence  of  any  alarming  dis* 
ease,  /or  which  my  assistance  was  required.    There  was  ^ 
flome  fererishness,  gastric  disorder,  and  constipation  ;. 
Ibt  these,  the  usual  remedies  were  prescribed.     Time 
passed  01)  ^til  the  16th  without  much  variation  in  tha 
symptoms,  the  patient  apparently  neither  getting  bettec 
AM  becoming  worse;  but  on  the  following  day  I  had  no 
doubt  of  the  existence  of  arachnitis,  and  that  it  had 
been  insidiously  progressing  firom  the  time  that  I  wan 
first  eaU^  in,  imd  f^hich  more  attention  and  can  mlglbt 
poMh^  have  eniMid  me  to  ha?o  dtteptid  mUm^ 
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The  h&ir  wu  remoted  from  the  scalp,  and  a  cold 

lotUn  applied^  leeehes  were  pat  upon  the  temples, 

sod  a  blistiir  to  the  nape  of  the  neck ;  calomel  was 

•xhlhited  Internal].?.    These  remedies  were  perserered 

in  with  nttto  or  no  amelioration  nntil:  the  19th,  when  a 

physician  veaidiDg  in  the  town  was  requested  to  see  the 

patient  with  me.    He  appeared  to  concur  with  tibs 

opiuion  I  originally  entertained*  and  stated  that  the re^ 

w^wwoi^iiaetidencea  of  the  existence  of  arachnitis;  .,        ^     ,  -,         ,  «* -.     i.z  u 

.       ,        ,      ,       ,      .^.     wanting,  to  lessen  confidence  in  a  symptom  which 
tb%  lotion;  howerer,  was  continued,  and  calomel,  with  ;  "'  ,.  , 

has  hitherto  been  so  much  relied  upon. 

In  the  paper  jast  referred  to,  in  the  Sdinhurgh 


pOwdeMd  kino,  (the  latter  to  prevent  the  former  pasting 
of  by  the  bowels,)  wasgiren  every  three  hours,  and  an 
opiate  at  night.  I  Ttsited  the  patient  with  this  genif 
tleman  (who  still  gave  «  favourable  prognosis,)  on  th» 
SOth,  2l8t,  and  29ttd.  On  entering  the  room  oa  the 
.momlUR  of  the  last  day,  I  observed  that  the  right  ayt- 
Ud  nras  eloeed,  and  on  carefal  examination,  that^ifa^ 
powers  the' levator  palpebrm  was  lost  I  pointed' e«t 
tUt^roovistanee  to  my  coadjutor  lo  the  case,  ba^itddid 
aot  appear  to  prodvca  any  ohange  in  his  Tiews»  I» 
Itowever,  felt  assured  that  the  faaetion  of  the  right 
motor  oculi  was  interfered  with,  either  by  the  pressure 
of  effased  fluid  in  the  areolar  stracture  of  (he  itla- 
mater  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  or  that  softening  of  some 
portion  of  the  medullary  matter  of  the  right  hemis^ 
phere  or  eras  cerebri  had  tlflcen  place,  and  conieqaenUy 
I  predicted  a  fatal  issue.  At  eight  o'clock  M'  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  convulsions  came  on,  and 
only  ceased  with  the  child's  death,  which  occurred 
before  midnight. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  symptoms  indicatire  of 
the  cerebral  diseases  of  children,  the  state  of  the  pupils 
and  the  appearances  of  the  alvine  discharges  ought  not 
to  be  ovetiooked/  Much  importance  was  formerly 
placed  upon  the  size  of  the  pupil  in  these  affections, 
and  if  feundr^iDt  dilated,  a  favourable  prognosis  iras 
generally  given.  I  have  often  been  amused  .at  the 
formal  and  ceremonious  manner  in  whtoh  a  lighted 
candle  has  been  made  to  approach  and  recede  froi»^4he 
%f9,  in  Older  to  discover  its  condition;  beyond  the 
iliffvetiee  produced  on-  the  minds,  of  anrioiM  9*tf99Pl* 
mod  attendants  on  the  sick,  little  advantage  oaii.acenie 
Arom  the  exptrimeiik  .  iaiis.opiiiio&  I  venmred  to  give 
in  the  year  1819,  in  a  paper  published  on  this  subject 
ia  the  Sdii^rgh  Medical  4tttd  Surgkal  Jcumal    In 


obvious  enough,  and  did  not  other  conenrring  unAivoar^ 
able  symptoms  sufficiently  point  to  the  probable  fatal 
termination  of  the  case,  I  still  admit  that  some  rellanoa 
might  be  placM  upon  it  as  a  guide  botii  to  dfagnosla- 
and  prognosis,  espeoially  if  the  dilatation  be  confined 
to  one  iris.    The  coneiderable  reetoration  to  a  normal 
condition  of  the  iris,  in  the  second  case  above  racited». 
is   strikingly  calculated,    if   other   experieace 


Journal,  I  also  ventored  some  remarks  on  the  die- 
charges  from  the  boitels.  I  believe  it  is  now  generally 
admitted,  that  nothing  Is  fnore  easy  than  to  prodace^ 
what  wdre  then  called,  hydrocephalic  stools.  A  few 
grains  of  calomd,  and  sotnetlmes  any  irrftatlug  purga- 
tive,  will  prove  tuMcient.  Such  evacuations  are 
observed  in  many  of  the  diseases  of  children,  even 
apart  from  the  action  of  medicine,  when  the  chylopoietio 
otgans,  and  especially  the  large  intestines,  are  mads 
excited.  -  Dr.  Fothergill,  I  believe,  was  the  first  peiMB 
to  direct  afHsattea  to  these  pecalias  alviae  ezcretioBs  aa 
pathognomoniC'^f  hydrocephalas,  and  byhimyaa  wdl 
ae  by  eabeequeht  writers,  their  peculiarity  wasoupposei 
to  arise  from  softie  particular  motbfd  condition  of  tlMi- 
i>ile;  but  in  mKuy  postmortem  enquiries  vrhlch  I  have 
made  in  reference  to  this  matter,  I  have  failed  to  fidd 
the  green  oily-looking  stools  in  the  small  intestines,  I 
have  therefore  inferred  that  ihcir  appearance  is  due  to 
some  change  effected  in  the  bile  in  the  tract  of  the  colon* 

The  insidious  charactex  of  the  meningiiia  of  children^ 
espeoially  in  individaalshaiiag  a  wall-marked  etmoMia 
diatheeis,  diould  oevar  be  lost  sight  of;  in  tnch  ^aaea*. 
for  many  days,  tfaera  areoHea^*  very  promineillsyvip^ 
toms;  frequently  the'head  ll>iiot 'complained  of;  'HtU 
les'sness,  languor,  a  disposiiion  to  be  klone  and  lie  down 
and  doze,  witli  or  without  an  occasional  tendency  to 
sickness,  may  alone  have  been  noticed,  when  all  at 
once,  the  most  grave  and  alarming  symptoms,  as  stra. 
Usmns,  dilated  pupils,  and  convulsions,  make  their 
appaannee,  to  the  diimay  of  the  medical  attendaa^ 
and  the  coastematiaa  .of  •  the-  Irieaida  of  the  sick* 

If  In  the  donhdU  aiicauMtaDeM  here  rei^nad'  ta^ 


«bar  eadj.  at«0ee  oi  hydrocephalai!.  In  which   alone    giekntfis  and  vomitiDg  sfaonld> be  present  to  aavfdigitte^ 


tMatmetfCwttlcMNBonlypraTa  of  any  avnU,'the.papils 
nM  fta^pMaHy  ha  foaad  eoatraciad,  aad  if  tbe  ayeacre 
cCMttlaed  tHuing  aleepi  «ten  after  dUatation  haa  coq. 
tffDccd,  thK  'will* sometimtt  be  the  can;  aad^^irfl- 
<nrer,  strange  aa  it  may  appear,  when  unequlyocat^.aiid 
saal  .dilatation  of  the  pupil  has  been  established,  itjptil 
apmetimea  farther,  enlarge  on  the^near  appty^fih  •!  a 
Utrong  light.  The  condition  of  tha  papU  i^ni^^tmf^ 
guide  apart  from  other  symptoasa..  Indelicate  childran, 
area  jn>  healthy  Itie  ollsii?laigo^«nd'e&aii0rii  la  Ita 
awretifBti^  anAmaeh asdreaovlianaa^ laljec^aia 
lifc^ailiji  aMOexaapflaMipartUoaf'  Wlie»^  •teil' (ha 


and  not  obviously  and  unmistakeably  arisMig  frdia  • 
other  causes  than  those  which  m^ht  he  refbifred  to  the 
head,  it  will  be  safest  to  consider  the  disease  as  seatad- 
in  the  brain. 
,  As  far  aa  my  experience  haa  enable  me  to  judge, 
vpmiting  1%  a  symptom  highly  pathogoomonlci  ajad 
•moat  la  he  leUed  apoa  ;<  baty  an|artqna|alj  ?^p  |t  p$^i 
mimmrikb  dtaeaMf  Ina^al^M^'Of  kntiwosa»  may >b^ 
feOMMeasd'ta  JhnyaetMlalMdi^tkeaellnto'tha 
aiq#iat»wt<»w<iB»ai|aaiaHii^ilh,^flt»i 
to  fMi  Mik  ^f  Uingtf,  Midf  theeii  prMMb^fHfft  Wl 
tbbe'verydiflireirflW'd(V#yeilt  eaM;  MIMh^'Mti' 
itderittton  of  ^ibe'»tib3ecr  &  Uli  dfir^tibtf  VddTMtt: 


C£RIWEAL  IHSBABE6  OT  GHILDRBN. 

^ If »«  f 


■  ^1*^1  *■ 
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to  obwiTAtions  on  those  condiUont  of  .tho  Ajo^m 
which  h*ve  booA  sappoMd  to  mark  9,  predispotition  to 
Iho  4i8ease  onder  reriowy  and  to  the  subject  of  pro- 
phy laxity  and  I  fear  to  the  acknowledgaeiit  that  we 
are  more  likely  to  be  tnccesaful  in  the  proTention  than 
in  the  care  of  hydrocephalus.  Bat  this  not  coming 
within  the  object  of  my  cummonication,  I  pass  on  to 
m  condensed  recital  of  some  additional  cases,  illostra- 
tire  of  my  remarks  and  conclasions,  diagnostic  of 
arachnitis.  The  first  is  an  example  of  genaine  tuber- 
cular meningeal  inflammation^  and  well  contrasts  with 
IbQ  last  case,  which  was  an  instance  of  the  acote.disaaae» 
vneonntcted  with  struma. 

TUBSSCCLAR  MVNINGITIS. 

The  subject  of  the  following  case  was  a  litt}e  girl, 
whose  age  was  unfortunately  omitted  to  be  noted, 
the  child  of  poor  parents.  I  Tisited  her  for  the  first 
time,  October  5th,  1828,  and  foand  her  labouring  under 
well-marked  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus.  I  learnt 
that  she  had  been  seriously  ill  about  a  week.  The 
disease  was  at  this  time  passing  into  the  second  stage; 
pulse  slow  and  irregular;  pupils  dilated,  with  a  tendency 
to  oema ;  she  bad  previously  had  persisting  sickness, 
trith  headache.  It  appeared  on  further  ioqulryi  that 
/or  several  months  previous  to  the  present  attack,  she 
iMd  been  out  of  health,  having  complained  besides  of 
abdominal  pains  and  tenderness,  of  a  dry  congh,  and 
aome  diflicolty  of  breathing.  These  symptoms  were 
attended  at  times  with  fever,  having  afternoon  parox- 
ysms ;  but  notwithstanding  these  indications  of  serious 
^sease,  the  appetite  kept  up,  and  she  did  not  lose 
ibttch  flesh.  It  was  also  reported  that  when  the  head 
symptoms  beeame  decidedly  developed,  the  cough  and 
dUBoulty  of  breathing  disappeared. 

The  remedies  whfdi  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
^en  called  for  were  pceeoribed,  but  the  bad  symptoms 
succeeded  each  other  in  th#ir  usual  mode  of  progression, 
and  the  patient  expired  on  the  16th,  eleven  days  after 
my  first  seeing  her,  and  twenty-three  from .  the  date 
of  Ae  attack,  being  about  the  average  period  of  the 
'iiuration  of  these  cases. 

On  dissection,  granular  tubercles  were  found  abund- 
-anfly  scattered  over  the  surface  ot  the  meninges ;  fhe 
araChnMd  in  many  parts  was  thickened  and  opaque, 
and  beneath  it  was  an  abandant  serous  effhsioo» 
•specially  at  the  base  of  tlia  tarain,  where«  in  the 
fleighhourhood  of  the  optic  nerves,  itpnton  a  gelatinous 
appearance.  The  ventricles  were  distended  with  fluid; 
the  foramen  of  Munro  nnuinally  large ;  the  parietes 
of  the  ventrideS)  more  especially  the  fornix,  were  very 
soft,  and  easily  torn.  The  lungs  collapsed  on  exposure 
to  the  air;  there  were  no  pleuritic  adhesions,  but 
ailUiary  tubercles  were  abtttidanfly  dispersed  on  the 
^pulmona^pleoni,  4nd  in  the  paxenchymtidf  the  Ithigt; 
^tiwre  were  s2sb  a  fbw  tnberoTes  of  larger  else,  In  whtoh 
St  proa—  oriiltouiny  hhd  eammwieed*    TbeiMriloaeal 


1ke*aia^  and  ihtHlai  ^  fiiiMa  ^pfoanMa^nf 

■mmmti»mBUfm%m tiPii lHnBHy /mr<h<»  md  09. 

«kt«Q«MWBBdint,(^  qf  tbd  ;«aBbi9»IR>t  vhere  Htf^ 

^vtRi^qltAifardMBt^oBiyMidaoc^aaintfoaif  Am«iU 


and  feiy  delicaia  eeUalar  adheaiona  sahsisted  betweoft 
the  liver  and  diaphragm  ;*  the  spleen  was  also  in  a 
tuberculated  state,  indeed  much  more  so  thim  any  ol 
the  other  viscera. 

BTDROCBPHALVa;  POPILf  NOT  DILATE*. 

In  If  arch,  1612, 1  .was  called  to  attend^with  my  lata 
partner,  Mr.  Sell,  a  female  ehild^  -(^^ tftb»  3«at,)  two 
years  ot  age,  whose  health  for  ther  last  three  manHn 
had  been  oonsidered.good|  but  before  thia-timevahe  ha4 
been  thought  weakly,  and  was  frequently  ailing.  Sl|a 
Ufed  only  ten  days  from  the  supposed  oomm>nc#ipMiift 
of  the  attack^  which  hn^^n  with  vomiting*  The  aick^ 
nesa  continued  to  harrasa  the  patient  with  but  short 
Intervals^  for  Ave  days ;  there  waathen  an  intermisaiois 
of  three  days  from  sickness  and  vomitiug«  when  it 
retnmcd  and  did  not  oeaae  until  the  child's  deikth. 
She  pulse  was  first  slow  and  intermittingy  aftarwaida 
very  frequent,  but  the  eivoumitance  that  most  attraoted 
attention,  was  the  natural  condition  .of  the.papils^  thero 
being  no  dilatation ;  the  contractions  and  dilataiif  na 
oa- the  approach  and  withdrawal  of  light  were  normaL 
.  The  folio wioig  is  the  account  of  the  autopsy :— The 
anitfrior  fontanella  not  closed.  Nothing  unusual  waa 
observed.  In  the  membranes  or  on  the  upper  surface  of 
the  cerebrum,,  but  on  a  horizontal  section  being  made 
i^  the  usual  manner,  an  uiylulstion  of  fluid  was  visible 
in  tl^  ventricles  beneath,  which  on  heing  opened,  were 
found  to  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of  limpid 
fluid.  The  commissnra  mollis  was  torn  through,  and 
the  thalami  separated  and  some  distance  apart,  by  the 
distending  action  of  the  fluid  in  the  third  ventricle^ 
the  anterior  and  posterior  commissures  appeared  longer 
than  natural,  as  if  from  a  proceu  of  stretching,  and 
the  apertures  opening  into  the  third  ventricle,  were 
mneh  larger  than  their  natural  siae  from  the  same 
cause. 

Though  the  ordinary  duration  of  hydrocephalut  ia 
firom  two  to  three  weeks,  it  occasionally,  runs  ita  oonrse 
in'  a- lew  days,  the  diaeaae  in  its  piogresa  leaping,  ea  it 
wen$,  from  the  fiiet  to  the  laat  alage^  paaalng  evwt 
altogether  the  seoood  stage  of  the  eomplalBt,  and 
^heutt  the  thiM  stage  happen  to  be  of  short  daratiottf 
and  the  early  symptoms  hare  fhlled  to  ha¥e  made  • 
preppy  impfeselon  on  the  mlnJs  .ol  the  fiienda,  Ifaa 
medical  practitioiMr  may  eniy  be  oalled'  to  >itneee  tlia 
death  etrtiggles  of  hia  patient^  aatin  the  following' 
Bmt  how  important  lb  it  in  the  akMm  tui 
which  eanaetlSaU  to  arise  t»  the  alnde  of 
ante,  Holh  for  Ms  own  rep«Hatlon  and  the  aatlafaiileB. 
of  pafenli,  that  he  'ohoold  be  able  'to  give  a-cei'ieet 
imnoMa  an^progttosls.  This,  pertiapa,  it  1HII  neMIWiiyg 
b#e«iy  to  de^  still  tite  necessary  informatieD  may  gese. 
tfMly ' be  obtained  from  the hietery  of  tiM- oocorrsBoeeel 
tlM  pftvlena  two  or-three  days,  ead-  ftem  ftete  thel 
■M^%e>cellMled  reHpeetlng  the  eoBititnlton  of  tto 

..^^■fat^bt^M— .— ^  I    I.I <    I Ill  I  ■■     ,im<^-mm^»»--mttm^ 


10.  in  his  recent  vaiy  ex^elleat  work  ou  "  P^Wlf^J^ 
ellter/*  remaris.->ikare  never  met  wlCharflWiftifea 
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patient;  tbit  iDftnriDalioo,  collated  with  tba  synptoHis 
preient  at  tbe  time  of  bis  Tisit,  will  generally  enable 
bin  to  form  a  tolerablj  correct  opinion  of  tbe  natnre 
and  probable  issne  of  tbe  case  be  it  called  apon  to 
treat 

AmiCUlflTIB  EAPIVLY    riTAL. 

Feb.  8(b,  1 81 3.  My  assiatance  was  desired  for  tbe^ 
relief  of  a  little  girl,  nine  years  of  age,  whom  I  found' 
with  tbe  following  symptoms  i-^Insensible ;  tonic  spasm 
of  the  Tolnatary  maseles ;  limbs  extended  and  rigid ; 
jointa  immoTeable ;  month  firmly  closed  ;  eyes  wide 
open ;  left  pnpil  remarkably  dilated,  bat  not  entirely 
insensible  to  light;  poise  160;  heart  beating  with  grea* 
force;  slcin  cool.  These  symptoms  came  on  suddenly} 
preceded  by  headache  and  sickness  for  a  few  days  ODlyj 
and  which  had  not  caased  any  alarm  for  her  safety. 
The  child  died  in  three  honrs  from  the  time  of  my  beiog 
called  in,  witbont  any  material  change  having  taken 
place  in  the  symptoms. 

I  learnt  that  tbe  patient  had  not  enjoyed  robost 
health,  and  was  fraqnently  the  subject  of  headache, 
and  she  bad  also  been  mnch  troubled  with  ascaHdes: 
Her  eyes  were  dark ;  complexion  pale ;  her  person  tall 
and  thin.  I  was  permitted  to  examine  the  head,  hot 
the  chest  and  abdomen  were  not  allowed  to  be  opened. 

The  following  were  the  morbid  appearances  presented 
on  dissection  :— -Tbe dura  mater  adhered  with  great  firm- 
sess  to  the  cranium;  tbe  lougitudinal  sinus  was  unu- 
sually free  from  blood  or  coagulum ;  tbe  arachnoid 
opaline,  and  somewhat  thickened,  baring  a  considerable 
effusion  of  fluid  beneath  it,  occupying  tbe  interspaces 
of  the  convolutions ;  about  two  ounces  of  fluid  were 
found  in  the  ventricles;  tbe  foramina  of  communica- 
tion were  considerably  enlarged ;  the  sides  of  the'third 
▼entricle  a  quarter  of  an  inch  asunder;  a  similar  effu- 
sion existed  beneath  the  membrane  in  the  ventricles, 
analogous  |q  ^^a  arachnoid,  as  was  observed  on  the 
surface  of  the  cerebrum ;  there  was  an  abundant  effu- 
sion at  the  base  of  the  brain;  tbe  vessels  of  tbepjfxus 
oboroides  were  extremely  tnrgid,  and  those  of  the  velum 
intarpoaitum  in  a  similarly  congested  state;  the 
mednllary  substance  of  the  brain  was  soft. 

M.  Rilliet,  in  his  account  of  <*  Simple  Acnte  Inflam- 
mation of  the  Membranes  of  the  Brain  in  Infants," 
divides  it  into  two  forins,*-the  **  convnlaive"  and  the 
*f  phrenitic.*'  The  case  I  am  about  to  relate  comes 
under  the  former  denomination.  It  would  appear  that 
these  forms  of  meningitis  are  diatingnished  from  the 
tubercular  by  the  soddenness  of  the  seisare,the  greater 


The  notes  of  flie  following  ease,  taken  many  yean 
ago,  and  of  course  witbont  reference  to  any  partienlar 
pathological  opiniona,  would  appear  to  support,  as  lar  aa 
it  go^s,  the  views  propounded  by  M.  Rilliet :-~ 

CONVULSIVE  MEKINeiTia. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  March   12th,   1833,  I  waa 

.requested  to  visit  a  child  six  months  old,  wbOyprerioiialy 
to  the  commencement  of  his  preaent  indisposition,  waa 
remarkable  for  robust  health.  I  was  informed  by  hia 
mother,  that  on  the  Sunday  previous,  (March  10th,}  the 
child  did  not  appear  in  his  usual  spirits,  cried,  and  waa 
f^etfbl  when  played  with  as  heretofore ;  he  passed  the 
Sunday  night  in  a  restless  manner.  On  Moadaj 
morning  he  was  manifestly  indisposed,  and  vomited, 
throwing  np  a  bilious-looking  fluid;  he  also  waa 
noticed  to  be  distressed  when  moved,  and  the  eyea  had 
a  heavy  appearance.  The  symptoms  noted  on  mjr 
visit  were  the  following :— 'Skin  hot ;  frequent  pnlae  ;. 
countenance  pale;  expression  idiotic  or  vacant*  evi- 
dently devoid  of  intelligence;  frequent  vomiting. 
Leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples,  and  a  cold  lotion 
to  the  head ;  to  these  remedies  some  medicines  and  a 
tepid  bath  were  added.  Convulsions  came  on.  early  in, 
the  afternoon,  and  continued  ibe  whole  of  the  ni^ht, 
and  the  two  following  days  and  nights,  with  only  very 
short  intermissions,  until  the  patient's  death,  which 
took  place  on  the  14tb,  three  days  after  I  first  saw  him. 
Tbe  following  is  the  account  of  the  examination  of 
the  body :— Dura  mater  somewhat  more  vascular  than 
natural;  the  longitudinal  sinus  contained  a  large  pale 
coagulum,  with  processes  stretching  into  some  of  the 
\fi\ns  of  the  pia  mater.  On  raising  the  dnra  mater,  a 
most  extraordinary  appearance  presented  itself:  the 
convolutions  of  both  hemispheres  were  nearly  obsearad^ 
and  the  natural  aspect  of  tbe  pia  mater  lost  by  an 
abundant  deposit  of  yellow   lymph  into  its  cellulac 

•  •    • 

structure,  occasioning  that  membrane  in  many  parts  to 
be  a  line  and  a  half  in  tlilckness.  This  effusion 
around  the  veins  of  the  pia  mater  gave  them  the 
appearance  of  small  cords,  which  when  cut  across  pre* 
served  a  rounded  figure,  with  a  small  red  point  in  i^ 
ceu.lre,  indicating  the  situation  of  the  former  cavity  of 
tbe  vein,  but  which  was  now  obliterated  by  the  pressure 
of  the  lymph :  a  few  veins  escaped  this  change.    The 

• 

arachnoid  was  thickened,  and  raised  in  some  parts  by 
a  watery  effusion.  Tlie  state  of  the  pia  mater  above 
described,  though  more  apparent  upon  the  upper, 
surface  of  tbe  hemispheres,  also  existed  on  the  greater 
portion  of  the  inferior  parts  of  the  cerebrum,  and  to 
some  portions  of  the  cerebellum.    The  velum  inter- 


Tiolence  of  tbe  symptoms,  and  the  shorter  duration  of    po^t„„  ^^,0  was  similarly  affected.    The  ventriolea 


ibe  disease,  not  often  lasting  beyond  the  third  ^day'; 
aad  also  from  the  apparent  absence  of  the  strumoua 
diathesis,  lliese  affections  do  not  differ  less  in  their 
morbid  anatomy  than  in  the  circumstances  advsrte<f  (o; 
whilst  in  the  tubercular  division  of  these  ce^1>ral 
affections,  the  violence  of  the  disease  would  seam  to 
exhaust  Itself  upon  the  bKse  of  tbe  brain.  In  the  simple 
acute  inflammafion  of  the  membranes  in  infants,  the 
venlngas  of  the  convexity  snffermost,  and  in  the  latter 
Ihaia  is  always  an  tstira  absas^  of  tabefslMii 


conuined  a  considerable  quantity  .of  fluid.  Tbe  sub- 
stance of  the  brain  was  unusually  soft  and  vascular. 
The  viscera  of  the  chest  and  abdonien  were  carefully, 
examined,  but  no  disease  discovered. 

In  the  above  c^tat&^n  of  cases  and  ohsarvatfona  on. 
the  s7m|tt08U..of  amphnitia  or  l^y4fo«spM«N  wUfl^ 
I  hara  thoughi  aught  (bcUltailathediagncilaef  < 
diseassa  in  chUdfan,.  im>  partleuUr  eidar  htm 
followed  bsyend  that  whiofa  a  refarance  to.  ay 
ease  book  snggMttd^  it  is  thmfora  Ukaly  that 
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ciroamitancei  and  symptoms  mftyhafe  been  passed 
over  or  slightly  toached  upoa>  which  by  otherS|  may  b« 
•apposed  important. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  aabject,  it  is  necoMary 
that  the  mind  of  the  practitioner  should  be  dnly  im* 
pretMd  with  the  raloe  of  premonitory  symptoms ;  they 
wtU  eiBdently  assist  him  in  appreciating  those  signs 
on  which  his  diagnosis  is  subsequently  to  be  founded. 
The  premonitory  symptoms  are  for  the  most  part 
made  up  of  some  of  those  phenomena  expressive, 
general  malaise,'— «noh  as  languor;  listlessness;  erratic 
pains  in  Taiious  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs;  mental 
ixritabiUtj;  a  tendency  to  constipadoo,  with  mrn^ 
form  of  gastric  disorder^  leading  to  imperfect  asslmila* 
tioa  of  foody  and  frequently  to  its  sequence  iloss  of 
ileeh.  Tin  complaint  is  often  ushered  in  with  pain 
of  the  headi  heafiness,  and  a  disposition  to  lie  down 
and  doze,  and  generally  wUtt  a  great  dislilce  to  motion 
of  e? ery  kind,  fretting  when  disturbed.  A  due  attention 
to  the  state  of  the  pulse  is  of  the  first  consequence  j 
on  this  symptom,  as  is  well  known,  Dr.  Whytt  bases 
his  ditision  of  hydrocephalus  into  three  stages,  the' 
first  and  last  being  marked  by  a  frequent  pulse ;  the 
second  by  a  slow  and  sometimes  an  irregular  one. 
But  all  who  are  practically  acquaiuted  with  the  disease, 
know  that  the  symptoms  of  arachnitis  are  by  no  means 
nniionn,  and  that  the  stages  are  often  remarkable  for 
the  great  dirersitxin  ^heir  duration ;  in  some  oases,  the 
early  stage  of  excitement  is  not  obserred,  whilst  in 
others  it  msy  last  sereral  days ;  occasionally  the  second 
stage  does  not  appear,  or  is  so  slightly  marked,  as  to 
•scape  notice.  In  the  discrimination  of  hydrocephalus 
from  the  infantile  remittenjt  fever,  the  obierratlon  of 
the  pulse  may  be  made  very  arailable,  as  in  the  latter 
disease  it  is  rarely  ever  slow,  and  never  below  the 
normal  standard,  even  in  the  remissions  from  fever. 
In  the  slow  pulse  accompanying  diseases  of  the  brain, 
there  is  a  peculiarity  which  I.  do  not  remember  to  have 
seen  noticed,— which  is,  that  it  is  remarkably  quickened 
by  the  slightest  exertion,  as  turning  in  bed,  3fc ,  iwme- 
diately  resuming  its  former  frequency ^  as  soon  as  a  state 
of  quiescence  is  obtained.  This  state  of  the  pulse  exists 
after  concussion  of  the  brain.  The  respiration  in  an 
early  period  of  the  disease  is  sometimes  quick  and 
irregular,  but  its  general  character  is  that  of  slowness 
and  inaudibility,  with,  occasional  or  frequent  sighing. 
Strabismus  and  double  vision  are  common  symptoms ; 
but  the  former  is  rarely  noticed  before  the  case  is 
paMing  into  the  third  stage,  and  the  patient  all  but  in 
a  hopeless  condition,  and  the  latter,  either  from  the 
tender  age  of  the  patient,  or  the  state  of  the  intellect, 
can  seldom  be  availed  of  as  a  means  of  diagnosis. 

The  one  great  and  Important  symptom  in  distin- 

igolshing  hydrocephalut  from  other  diseases  of  children 

Is  sickness  and  vomiting.    This  symptom  is  not  only 

impoKant  as  being  more  pathognomonic  than  any  other 

•individual  one,  but  occurring  at  a  period  when  it  may 


be  hoped  the  morbid  action  within  the  cranium  has  not 
made  a  fatal  progress,  the  idea  msy  be  entertained 
that  by  the  timely  use  of  appropriate  means,  it  is  still 
possible  to  avert  the  threatened  danger ;  but  in  too 
many  instances,  it  is  to  be  feared,  tiiat  when  this  spmp* 
tom  has  made  its  appearance,  irrevocable  injury  has 
been  sustained  by  the  brain  or  its  membranes.  Sickness 
and  vomiting  being  such  common  occurences  at  all  ages 
and  particularly  in  childhood,  and  known  to  arise 
under  very  different  circumstsnces,  and  from  such  a 
variety  of  causes,  it  is  not  perhaps  a  matter  of  sorprisa 
that  its  value  in  these  cases  should  not  have  been  dulj 
estimated.  With  care  and  attention,  however,  to  all  the 
existing  symptoms,  and  the  previous  history  of  the  patient, 
it  cannot  be  very  difficult  to  distinguish  the  persisting 
sickness  and  vomiting  of  the  early  stage  of  hydroce- 
phalus, either  from  that  which  occurs  from  teething  or 
from  ordinary  gastric  and  intestinal  disturbance.  In 
all  doi^btful  cases,  it  is  safer  to  assume  the  existence  of 
cerebral  disorder,  since  no  evil  can  result  from  such 
an  error  of  diagnosis.  In  the  bilious  remittent  fever  of 
children,  the  complaint  most  likely  to  be  confounded 
with  hydrocephalus,  vomiting,  though  occasionally 
occhrrfdg,  is  not  a  prominent  symptom.  Whenever 
sickness  takes  piece  in  a  child,  no  trouble  or  time 
should  be  considered  too  great  in  investigating  or 
searching  after  its  cause  or  origin.  We  know  that 
vomiting  is  one  of  the  first  symptoms  that  follow 
injuries  of  the  head.  It  often  happens,  when  a  child 
falls.on  its  liead  firom  a  chair  or  table,  that  the  accident 
is  almost  immediately  succeeded  by  vomiting,  after 
wh'ch  it  goes  off  into  a  heavy  sleep,  and  this  is  so 
exsctly  like  what  happens  in  hydroceplialos,  that  the 
inference  is  abundantly  clear,  that  the  brain  must  be 
suffering  either  from  congestion  or  more  advanced 
disease. 

The  high  interest  with  which  the  subject  of  the 
diagnosis  of  the  cerebral  diseases  of  children  is  invested, 
is  scarcely  more  important  with  reference  to  the  saietj 
of  the  patient  than  the  character  of  the  medica) 
attendant  Unhappily,  as  has  already  been  observedj 
a  great  portion  of  these  cases  has.  a  fatal  issue,  and 
should  he  be  misled  by  the  too  frequently  insidious 
progress  of  complaint,  and  thereby  have  failed  to 
acquaint  the  parents  with  the  precarious  situation  of 
t^eir  child,  he  has  not  only  lowered  himself  in  their 
opinion,  but  will  have  the  mortification  to  reflect  that 
he  has  let  pass  a  rare  opportunity  for  establishing  his 
rtputaiipn  for  tact  and  discernment.  Next  to  the  kind 
feelings  which  are  awarded  to  successful  practice,  the 
friends  of  the  sick  feel  most  grateful  by  being  forewarned 
of  the  trouble  that  is  to  come  upon  them,  and  hj 
shewing  that  no  care  or  skill  has  been  wanting,  that 
might  have  brought  about  a  more  happy  result 


I 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EPI DEMIC  FEVER  OF  RUGBY 
jIND  its  NEIGHBOURHOOD,  during  THE 
AUTUMN  OF  1846. 

Bj  Jambs  Pazton,  M.D. 

{Qmiiwued  from  pugt  536.) 

It  is  ntua),  especia]!/  in  large  and  populous  places, 
and  perhaps  veryjusUj,  to  connect  continued  fever 
with  the  idea  of  organic  debility.  With  these  ?iews 
the  chief  object  in  the  treatment  has  been  to  attempt 
to  maintain  the  circulation  with  wine,  cordials,  ttMsii* 
lants,  and  nutritious  diet;  at  the  same  tiinc,^hile 
suppressing  relaxation  of  the  bowels  by  opium,  to 
reliere  local  determinations  by  leeches,  and  to  i&ect 
morbid  irritations  by  counter-irritation  of  sinapisms 
and  blisters.  With  this  plan,  generally,  saline  medi- 
cines and  doses  of  mercury  were  administered. 

"  Whenerer  the  circulation  became  feeble,  wine  and 
stimuli  w^re  used  in  such  quantities  that  coaM  not 
be  supposed  to  be  inert,  and  the  pulse  became  less 
frequent  and  firmer  under  their  use*'*  "  Wine  is  gtren 
for  this  one  lesion  of  the  circulation  ;  the  support  of 
this  peculiar  function  of  circulation  is  your  ol^itet  all 
through  :*'t  with  what  success  we  may  be  able  to 
]odge  by  the  following  statement  :—'*  Sereral  patianfes 
were  brought  into  the  hospital  suffering  from  typhus, 
the  tongue  was  natural,  and  the  pulse  70  or  80,  and 
yet  the  majority  died.*'t  Other  physicians  of  equal 
itmtoence,  hare  spoken  more  guardedly  when  recom- 
mending wine,  they  hare  entertained  suspicions  of  the 
general  expediency  of  wine  in  ferers,  eren  among  the 
same  classes  as  those  just  alluded  to;  obsenring,  that 
*'wine  shouM'be  giren  a  little  at  a  time,  when  the 
ftecond  sound  of  the  heart  is  wanting.''^  There  is  an 
Ssdmirable  direction  giren  in  these  words— rix.;  "Wine 
should  be  administered  when  the  skin  is  cold."]}  The 
epidemics  of  Dublibi  Edinburgh,  and  of  the  metropolis, 
lisre  been  thought  to  differ  from  the  epidemics  of 
rural  districts.  They  may.  This  much  is  certain,  that 
the  constitution's  of  persons  resident  in  confined  situa- 
*ations,  arc  little  prepared  to  encounter  a  struggle  with 
an  aerial  poison.  ••The  rery  atmosphere  of  commer- 
cial and  manufacturing  cities  undoubtedly  deteriorates 
the  race  of  men.**1f  They  are  in  an  unfarourablc 
position  to  meet  disease.  Hence  the  great  mortality 
of  populous  districts  has  been  justly  attributed  tVtliis 
cause.  In  the  London  ferer  hospitals  one  id'seren 
die.  When  we  know  that  there  has  been  a  low  standard 
Of  health  antecedent  to  the  attack,  the  expectation  of 
a  successful  issue  under  a  malignant  attack,  of  an 
epidemic,  is  but  a  forlorn  hope.'  I  hare  gone  out  of 
my  way  thus  far  in  order  that  we  may  estimate  the 
relatire  condition  of  communitiesand  persons  becoming 
the  subjects  of  ferers. 


M^^^ 


•  Dr.  Alison,    t  Dr.  Corrigan.    ♦  ibid,    \  Dr.  Stokes. 
I  Dr.  WiUiams.       Tt  Dr.  Black,  of  LiTerpool. 


In  coosidering  the  lale  fever  of  Rugby,  sncH  dlf* 
■dranlsfss  as  we  bare  just  relerred  to  do  not  eiSait* 
Here  the  air  is  without  carbon  in  excess,  and  ftkogeter 
QOItlJited  hf  thefusaes  arising  from  factories;;  None 
of  the'poor  are  destitute;  erery  one  is  firing  in  a  com* 
paratlre  state  of  comfort*  It  is  the  custom  of  tkAM 
who  mote  in  the  snperibr  ranks  of  life  to  risic  aad 
reliere  the  poor,  and  in  times  of  sickness  they  watelt 
orer  them  and  administer  to  their  temporal  and 
spiritual  necessities.  Societies  thus  constituted  hurt 
more  of  the  moral' and  physical  eUm«nta  foriiiai»* 
ctlalag  their  aatwtl  cone  in  the  haw  of  trial,  than  is 
kMnrnto  exist  iroder  cfrevmstaaces  iriiieb  liare  btdy 
beea reported  ts  pretaiKagfn  Seottaad  and  Ireland.  It 
is  requested  all  this  any  be  borne  iniaindi  in  accoaot- 
ing  for  results  and  deriations  in  practice,  in  this  p]aee» 
and  for  adopting  a  treatment  the  rery  opposite  to  that 
which  hais  been  recommended  by  practitioners  of  great 
experience  and  high  standing  in  the  profession  else- 
wherCt 

The  snccessfid  treatment  of  our  epidemic  depended 
on  the  strident  attention  to  regimen:  errors  in  diet 
were  fatal.  All  kinds  of  stimuli  had  the  effect  of 
increasing  arterial  action,  congestions,  and  cerebral 
disturbance.  It  was  only  in  the  stage  of  perfect  9u6^ 
iidence  of  the  malady,  that  wine  could  be  taken  with 
impunity,  I  had  often  to  regret  the  permission  X 
had  giren  to  use  wine  at  too  earl^  a  period.  The 
most  mild  species  of  nutriment  were  the  best  for  the 
patient.  Time  after  time  hare  I  known  a  generoua- 
diet,  such  as  beef  tea  and  wine,  to  derange  the  risoera, 
and  to  hare  a  direct  tendency  to  excite  organs  already 
too  much  excited  by  febrile  phenomena,  and  the  con- 
sequences were  inrariably  a  correspondent  depression 
of  the  rttal  powers.  The  principle  which  suggeata 
wine  and  the  highest  nutriment  in  low  ferer,  in  theory 
is  plausible  enough.  To  oppose  what  was  esteemed 
strength  to  weakness,  is  a  theory  which  readily  gaina 
an  ascendency  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  ignorant 
of  the  management  of  diseases.  They  are  haunted  by 
the  single  perceptioa  ot  debility,  but  the  exhibitioa  of 
wine  to  counteract  the  debility,  only  inrolred  the 
patient  in  additional  dangers.  At  the  adranced  stage 
of  fever,  wine  is  the  medicinal  extreme  unction  for  the 
patient's  dismissal.  In  the  earlier  stages  it  may  be 
symbolized  by  the  golden  cup  filled  with  abominations. 
There  could  be  no  compromise  between  wine  and  tbe 
Rugby  ferer.  It  was  not  long  before  I  found,  that 
either  the  nature  of  the  fever,  or  the  peculiar  habit  of 
persons  in  this  locality,  would  not  allow  of  the 
administration  of  stimulanta  without  decreasing  the 
chances  of  recorery.  To  gire  an  example- 
Mrs.  P.,  aged  27,  was  st^zed  with  ferer,  attended  by 
great  prostration  of  strength,  and  a  disordered  state  of 
the  bowels.  Her  appearance  was  faded,  and  the 
pulse  feeble  and  frequent  Wine,  and  afterwards  braadf 
and  water,  were  giren  in  considerable  quantities^  which 
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«pp««red  to  comfort  the  feelings  and  to  supprcw  the 
^diarrhcea.  Bowerer,  on  the  fifth  day  moft  of  the 
•jmptomt  became  more  serious.  The  typhoidal  influ- 
ences were  fully  manifested ;  the  skin  was  dry  and 
burning ;  purple  redness  of  the  cheeks ;  tongue  loaded 
with  hasmotose  brown  mucus,  the  teeth  and  lips 
baring  an  incrustation  of  the  same  secretion ;  the 
pulse  was  increased  in  rapidity  and  diminished  in 
-strength.  I  scarcely  need  observe,  that  with  great 
thirst  there  was  not  the  least  ai>petite.  She  was 
usable  to  oonTerse  with  any  one  for]  many  seoonds ; 


reduced  him  to  a  mere  skeleton.  The  ss^m^. plan jof 
treatment  as  before  pointed  out;  was  adopted  with  a 
faTourable.resttlt. 

J.  B.,  a  boy  aged  9,  in  addition  to  a  serere  form  o£ 
typhus,  had  peritoneal  tenderness,  and  abdominal 
tumefaction,  which  continued  seren  weeks.  Chloride 
of  soda  was  exhibited  with  occasiooal  doses  of  chloride 
of  mercury.  As  there  was  a  tendency  to  constipation* 
tartrate  of  soda  was  also  occasionally  giren.  When 
ait^leata  were  required,  this  neotral  ■alt  oi*  phosphate 
of  soda  were  obserred  to  act  with  mildness  and  gobd 


her  wOTds  may  be  described  as  muttering  and  incohe-  ,^g^    j^^  ,,    .,  ^^  ^  ^^^  ahocolate. 

vent;  there  was  noTolnntary  control  orer  the  sphinctefi.  ^  o    i--> 

None  could  entertain  a  farourable  Impression  as  to  the 
iresult;  a  very  different  course  of  treatment  therefore  was 
pursued.  Hydrarg.  cum  CreU,  gr.  z.,  was.directed  i  sfter- 
wards  Liquor  Sodsi  Ch.    M.  zj^  e  Mist.  Camphorss, 
quartis  horis.    Broth  was  exchanged  for  chocolate; 
-ruflbtrrj  vinegar  and  water  was  substituted  for  port 
wine  negus.    The  hands  and  feet  were,  several  times  a 
day,  sponged  with  warm  water.    In  twenty-four  hours 
it  became  obvious  that  the  system  was  returning  to  a 
more  tranquil  sUte.    By  the  fifteenth  day  the  sensorial 
faculties  were  clearer,  the  pulse  bad  fallen  to  120,  and 
the  tongue  was  moist  and  white  at  the  ipargin.    StilLas 
she  was  complaining  of  much  uneasiness  in  the  caecal 
region,  with  troublesome  diarrhcea,  the  same  dose  of 
'  Hydrarg.  cum  Creta  was  repe&ted,  the  operation  of 
which,  though  attended  with  much  inconvenience  to 
the  nurse,  was  of  decided  advantage  to  the  patient. 
On  the  18th  day,  having  been  allowed  beef  tea,  it 
occasioned  an  exacerbation  of  fever  and  increased 
disturbance  of  the  bowels.    Chocolate  and  milk  was 
therefore  resumed  as  the  only  nourishment  that  could 
be  safely  recommended.    On  the  22nd  day  a  copious 
-diaphoresis  appeared  cri^caL    There  remained  indeed, 
extreme  emaciation,  but  ,fbe  tongue   was  gradually 
improving,  (i.«.,)  the  brown  receding  from  the  margin 
;uid    apex»    On    the  25th  day,  qui|iine,  with  smpU 
•quantities  of  hydrochloric  acid  were  prescribed,  and 
the  patient  was  removed  from  a  confined  part  of  the 
town  to  a  mile  distance,  where  the  house  was  situated 
in  a  garden  surrounded  by  fields.    This  step  immedi* 
4itely  had  the  effect  of  improving  her  appetite.    Her 
recovery  was  slow.    Four  mowtbs  elapsed  before  she 
conld  return  to  her  home  andb  resume  the  duties  of 
hn  family. 

The  mother-in-law  who  aasisted  in  nursing  this 
good  woman  took  tbe  fever  and  died.  Three  cases 
occurred  in  the  house  adjoining;  two  of  great  severity, 
but  as  soon  as  there  was  subsidence  of  fever,  these 
likewise  were  removed  into  the  countr}*,  where  they 
reoruited  their  strength  in  about  five  weeks.  I  might 
^briefly  observe  of  one  of  the  last-named  cases,  a  girl, 
aged  6,  who,  having  the  epidemic  of  the  third  degree» 
lost  her  flesh,  had  mnlberry-coloured  fur  on  the  tongue, 
lips  and  teeth,  with  stupor  and  delirium.  Now,  tea 
and  pure  water  constituted  the  whole  of  the  dietetic 
treatment  for  fourteen  days,  when  an  inclination  for 
Jood  returning,  she  was  allowed  milk  diet 


wlwfi  and  toast  water.    He  passed  thffOHgh<  the  worst 
stSjss  of  the  worst  degree  of  ths  epidemic*    In  thsee 

months  his  health  and  atrength  returned. 

r  >■  Hi»  sister  took  tbe  same  complaint,  as  well  as  a  grsAt 
Jiiusber  ofpersons  resident  in  that  part  of  the  tonrn,  (tho 
4setghbourhood  of  Queen  Street,}  t^  disease  pccasionad 
great  loss  of  mental  and  physical  enecgy»  bnt  latnl 
terminations  were  lare.    After  giving  the  /airsst  trial 
•of.  stioBttlants  and  tbe  generous  plan  of  tceataient» 
under  the  notion  of  opposing  debility,  I  found  that 
stimulants  and  cordials  were  not  only  nnneccssary,  hut 
positively  injurious.    Givtn  by  way  of  support  they 
onl5!«f  casioned  suppUmentary  fevers.    Tea,  chocohile, 
and  fruits,  were  sufficiently  nutrient,  and  migj^t  be 
^shcfB  with  greater  safety  than  broths  and  jetties.  .  I 
have  learned  to  attach  much  importance  to  the  dietetics 
of  patients  in  fever.     Unless  there  is  a  desire  for  foc^« 
the  attendants  of  the  sick  are  unwise  in  pressing  .it 
on  the  patient.    In  no  case  did  they  sink  from  want 
of  nutrition,  but  from  morbid  actions. 

E.  H.,  a  youth  aged  17,  for  fourteen  days  took  only 
soda  water ;  it  was  grateful  and  refreshing,  and  Jie 
eageriy  drank  from  six  to  twelve  bottles  a  day ;  sub* 
sequentif  grapes  and  chocolate  constituted  his  nourish* 
n^eiit-for  about  a  week,  and  in  five  weeks  he  was  able 
to  walk  out. 

AsAIQmmsryof  my  observations,— 1st.  The  remote 
cause  of  this  fever  appeared  to  arise  from  the  reception 
.of  an  intoxicating  poison  invading  tbe  whole  system* 
and  often  accompanied  by  local  disorder.  Tbe  innu- 
merable varieties  were  dependent  on  teoiperature  or 
prediaposition.  2ndly.  This  disease,  even  in  healthy 
subjects,  was  lingering;  yet  in  its  third  degree,  and 
when  assuming  the  most  formidable  characteristics  o£ 
typhus,  if  previous  lesion  did  not  exist,  a  favourable 
issue  might  be  predicted.  3rd.  The  depression  from 
the,  very  commencement  of  the  attack  mhrked  its 
asthenic  type ;  it  would  not,  consequently,  admit  pt 
depleti9n,  unless  locally,  by  means  of  a  few  leeches,  ^ 
relieve  engorgement,  or  where  inflammation  co-existf  d 
with  fever.  On  the  other  hand,.an  attempt  to  strengthen 
the  system  by  strong  animal  infusions  had  a  tendency 
to  keep  up  febrile  action. 

The  immediate  cause  of  fever  is  now  supposed  ^ 
depend.  QiLdepraved  circulating  fluids.    There  may  be 


Her  brother,  aged  10,  had  a  similar  attack  which  |  in  addition,  lesions  of  .particular  organs^  prk>r  or 
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subse^iaeDt  to  the  uttaek,  (at  accidents,)  geDcrallyfai* 

'  creafiiDgthf  duiger.  Each  required  its  appropriate  treM» 

xnent.  The  first  demanded  the  exercise  of  much  patience. 

Disregarding  any  complaints  of  weakness,  the  question 

for  our  consideration  was  not  the  relatire  strength  and 

weakness  of  the  patient,  hut  the  control  of  morl^id 

action,  and  the  inducing  of  healthy  functions.    The 

reduction  of  the  animal  powers,  and  the  absorption  of 

,  adipose  tissue,  is  a  matter  of  little  moment,  when 

compared  with  the  importance  of  reiiering  local  con* 

gestioD»  or  local  aifectioas  analogous  to  inllammaflott. 

For  instaaee^  when  the  complaint  assumed  the  form^^of 

'  iypkut  eertbruH$t  the   application  of  a  few  ^leeches 

to  the  temples   became    necessary.     Sometimes  in 

*  these  cases  blood  drawn  from  the  feet  by  leeches 
seemed  preferable  to  any  other  method  of  depletion^ 
!rhis  was  followed  ^y  small  sinapisms  to  the  lower 
extremities.  The  hair  was  cut  off,  and  the  head  fre* 
quently  sponged  with  warm  water;  I  do  not  mean 
fomented,  but  the  head  merely  washed,  which  had  the 
effect  of  producing  an  eraporation  from  the  scalp,  and 

*  an  agreeable  feeling.  The  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the 
aoles  of  the  feet,  were  treated  in  the  same  way.  When 
the  temperature  of  the  skin  was  unnaturally  hl^  <hen 
such  ablutions  were  particufakrly  tranquilizing  and 
refreshing. 

In  typhM  puimontUii  frequent  small  doses  of  tartar 
emetic  was  useful  in  relicTiog bronchial  affections  oon* 
aected  with  ferer. 

The  most  serere  type  of  ferer  which  we  witqessed 
was  that  which  has  been  termed  typhut  abdommaliff 
in  SDCh  cases  the  more  urgent  symptoms  were  sub- 
dued by  tb«.1i|Jiibltion  of  Hydrarg.  cuir  Creta ;  and 
although  diarrhoea  or  intestinal  hemorrhage  wight  be 
present,  this  medicine  was  not  on  that  aoooiMttot.be 
forbidden,  since  it  was  prored  to  be  the  mofteflcaclMa 
.  medicine  in  correcting  the  relaxation,  and  for  iHfei^o>vikfg 
the  biliary  and  intestinal  secretions.    If  the  piim  iiM^ 


dianhma  and  fev«r.  It  is  raUier  remarkable,  that  the- 
three  who  escaped  lerer  were  the  sefTants.  In  a  person, 
where  frequent  dejections  and  tenesmus  were  distresting , 
compound  ipecacuanha,  with  aromatic  confection,  was 
giren ;  but  it  soon  became  CTident  in  our  practice,  that 
whenerer  any  preparation  of  opium  was  resorted  to  for 
the  restraining  of  the  motions  and  irriUbiUty  oC  the 
bowels,  a  greater  amount  of  ferer  was  sare.to  saper* 
?ene.  Opium  had  also  another  ill  effect,  that  of 
hastening  congestion  of  the  braiii,  and  prododng 
alarming  lethargy  or  subeuUus. 

Soda*water  was  a  most  agreeable  and  valosble 
bererage.  The  same  may  be  said  of  tea,  coffee,  choco* 
late  and  whey.  The  two  last  prored  just  safficieoUy 
notritire  and  in  every  respect  beneficial,  until  ths 
sute  of  subsidence  of  ferer.  When  there  was  cough,. 
as  a  drink,  a  table  spoonful  of  powdered  gnmacads,  in 
a  quart  of  lemonade,  was  directed.  The  unsophisl&catcd 
taste  of  children,  bowerer,  at  all  times  instioctiTely 
preferred  that  fluid  which  is  the  greatest  of  all  febri- 
fuges,  pore  water. 

Under  a  state  of  conralescence  much  caution  was 
needed  in  retonming  to  a  full  diet.  The  patient  io  this 
respect  required  to  be  kept  back.  We  freqaeatly 
obsenred  that  the  mistaken  kindness  of  friends  occs-^ 
sioned  a  partial  relapse.  Pressing  nourishment  agsiast 
the  inclination  of  the  pttient,  was  always  attended 
by  ill  consequences  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
The  best  indications  for  allowing  a  betUr  diet  wssa 
returning  appetite  and  the  patient  experiencing  a  deare 
for  food  i  then,  whatever  it  might  be,  the  appetite 
should  be  indulged.  The  permission  m»  seldom 
injurious. 


ifciV,  in 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  ABDOMINAL  AORTA,. 
SIMULATING  DISEASE  OF  THE  KIONEY: 
RUPTURE' INTO  THE  LUMBAR  ADIPOSE 
TISSUE. 


bowels  was  acute,  the  local  abstraction  of  bload  by  j  3^  Georob  Nomian,  F.R,C.S.,  Senior  Suigeoa  to- 

the  Bath  United  Hospital,  Ac. 

(Read  at  the  Qaartcrljr  Meeting  of  the  Bath  and  Biiftoi 
Branch  of  tbe  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  AiMCls* 
tioa,  held  at  Bath,  September,  S<^  1847.) 

G.  M.,  Esq.,  aged  68,  an  Irish  gentleman,  who  hsd 
been  engaged  in  active  public  Iif«,  had  been  subject  st 
different  times  to  gout,  but  not  in  any  severe  degree^ 
and  his  general  health  had  been  good  until  a  year  sad 
a  half  since,  when  his  stomach  became  deranged,  sod 
he  began  to  suffer  from  a  dull,  and  at  times  sefeie» 
pmn  in  the  loins,  more  particularly  in  the  right  side. 
His  physician  in  Dublin,  finding  that  these  pains  voe 
not  removed  by  any  treatment,  advised  him  to  go  to 
Bath,  to  drink  the  waters  and  use  the  baths,  ss  he 
considered  the  pains  to  arise  from  deep  seated  goa^ 
inflammation.  Accordingly  he  came  to  Bath,  in  Apnf 
last,  and  became  the  patient  of  Mr.  Church. 

Soon  after  his  arrival,  it  appeared  that  he  had  brought 
with  him  the  infection  of  tlje  low  fever,  then  prevsilisf 


.  leeches  way  preferable  to  taking  blood  by  the  arm. 

Mrs.  S.**^,  aged  31,  was  affected  by  the  third  degree 
•f  fever,  with  fianNsysms  of  great  pain  in  the  bowels; 
being  of  a  full  habit  of  body,  blood  was  abstracted 
from  the  arm,  and  the  pain  was  relieved,  but  the  fever 
became  much  more  formidable.  The  pulse,  which  had 
been  1 10,  rose  aftt.  the  blood-letting  to  130 ;  dali^uim 
and  involuntary  motion  of  the  extremities  if llovad. 
In  this  state,  for  some  days,  medicines  and  every  thing 
else  were  refused,  except  a  little  tea  and  aoda  wa^r ; 
'  ultimately  she  recovered,  but  her  recover)r,]fas  pro- 
tracted. 

A  lady  who  was  on  a  visit  to  the  above  also 
suffered  from  a  similar  attack.  In  this  case  doses  of 
the  grey'powdei',  citrate  of  potass,  and  blisters,  gave  a 
aafer  check  to  the  symptoms,  and  in  three  weeks  she 
was  able  to  be  removed  into  the  country.        *" 

Of  this  family,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  four  had 
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In  Irdaod,  and  for  about  three  weeks  he  laboured  under 
continued  ferer.  He  then  began  slowly  to  recorer^ 
hot  his  conralescence  was  sopn  arrested  by  areturoi  in  a 
very  serere  degree*  of  the  pain  in  the  loins. 

As  it  was  erident  he  was  losing  ground,  Mr.  Churchy 
with  Mr.  Normaui  eia mined  the  state  of  the  back,  on 
the  29th  of  May.  Mr.  M.  referred  the  pain  entirely  to 
the  right  lumbar  region,  excepting  that  some  pain  ex<* 
'tended  down  the  right  thigh.  He  had  constant  nausea, 
and  about  this  time  began  to  hare  Fomitings.  There  was , 
BO  disease  discorered  by  examination  of  the  spine,  or  of 
the  abdomen,  and  Mr.  Church  and  Mr.  Norman  w^ifp 
inclined  to  bdiere  the  disease  was  in  the  kidney,  although 
the  urine  shewed  no  CTidence  of  disease,  exceptiag  in , 
.excess  of  lithic  acid,  and  once  or  twice  a  slight  trace 
of  blood.  Alkaline  medicine  and  sedatires  afforded 
some  slight  relief,  but  in  two  or  three  days  rioleiit 
pain  came  on  in  the  back,  accompanied  by  vomiting; 
the  pain  continued  for  hours,  and  was  so  intense  as  to 
require  large  doses  of  opium.  It  was  after  this  attack 
that  there  were  traces  of  blood  in  the  urine,  and  his 
nedieal  attendants  were  the  more  impressed  with  ibeo 
belief  that  the  disease  was  in  the  kidney,  though 
unable  to  decide  on  its  charactef«/  For  tome  days  the 
.  pain  continued  in  a  less  degree,  bwt  in  tha  same  part, 
.  and  the  next  material  circumstance  was,  that  Mr.  M.« 
whilst  sitting  on  the  night  table,  became  faint,  almost 
lifeless,  and  without  pulse  at  the  wrist,  but  by  being 
placed  on  the  bed,  and  the  administration  of  stimulant?, 
he  recorered,  after  some  time,  and  became  much  as 
he  had  been  before,  excepting  that  his  pulse  became 
weaker,  and  he  lost  strength  daily,  as  well  as  all  inclina- 
tloD  to  take  nourishment.  He  afterwards  had  three  or 
four  more  attacks  of  syncope,  bnt  cot  to  the  same 
,  degree ;  he  became  exhausted,  and  died  on  the  12th  of 
Jnne,  baring  romtted  up  a  quantity  of  dark  grumous 
blood  for  three  cor  ioor.  days  before  his  death. 


abore  where  the  emolgcnt  arteries  are  given  off,  was 
destroyed  by  ulceration,  and  the  opening  communicated 
with  an  aneurismal  sac,  the  size  of  an  orange,  formed 
by  condensed  cellular  substance,  and  covered  by  the 
peritoneum.  The  inner  surface  of  the  sac  was  in  a 
great  part  formed  by  lamios  of  coagulum.  The  coats 
of  the  artery  were  all  destroyed  at  the  point  of  ulcera- 
tion, excepting  the  remaining  three-fourths  of  its 
diameter.  The  ragged  edges  of  the  internal  coat  were 
everted,  as  is  usual  in  aneurism.  Directly  below  the 
ulcerated  portion  of  the  aorta,  the  area  of  the  vessel 
_W4S  contracted,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  its  circum- 
ference were  ossified  for  the  length  of  an  inch.  In  the 
lower  part  of  the  aneurismal  sac  was  a  circular  opening 
where  it  had  given  way,  and  through  which  the  blood 
had  passed  into  the  adipose  substance  surrounding  the 
kidney.  The  peritoneum  being  every  where  entire> 
no  blood  had  got  into  its  cavity. 

Bath,  September  30, 1817. 


"  ■    '-"" 
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great  toe^    I  found  the  under  pM^tof  the  toe  of  the 
Onexaminationof  the  body  the  following  day,  there^  left   foot,    presenting  a  large  dark-coloured  almost 


were  fonnd  strong  and. old  adhesions  of  the  pleura  4a  ^ 
the  right  side,  on  which  side  lie  had  once  sustaiasd 


l\racture  off  the  ribs.    There  were  no  adhesions  on-|h^  .«srU  were  irregnlarly  tobevculated,  soft  iu  some  places. 


left  side,  and  the  lungs  on  both  sides  were  free  (t^m, 

M»j  trace  of  disease.    The  heart  was  perfectly  natuf  al  j^ 

its  valves  and  large  vessels  in  a  normal  state.    On 

opening  the  abdomen,  the  stomach  was  seen  to  occupy 

.a  large  space,  and  the  upper  surface  of  a  dark  colour, 

from  the  veins  being  i n  a  congested  state.    The  stomach 

contained  a  quart  of  the  same  kind  of  dark  grumous 

•  fluid  that  had  been  ejected  previous  to  death.    On  the 

,  mucous  surface  of  the  inferior  portion  of  the  stomach 


HISTORY  OF  A  CASE  ILLUSTRATIVE  OP 
SPECIMENS  OF  PUNCTIFORM  AND  TUBER- 
CULAR MELANOSIS. 

Edward  John   Spry,  Surgeon  to  the  Royal 
Cornwall  Infirmary. 

(Read  at  the  Aodd&I  Meeting  of  the  South  Western  Branch 
of  the  ProTlncM  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  held 
atTniro,Joly  K.  1847.) 

The  patient  from  whose  foot  three  specimens  of 
melanosis  were  dissected,  was  a  healthy-looking  well- 
made  man,  of  ordinary  stature,  aged  45,  a  labourer  in 
a  mine.  He  was  sent  to  me  by  my  friend  and  former 
pupil.  Dr.  Paddon,  under  whose  care  he  had  been  for 
several  weeks,  for  a  troublesome  ulceration  of  the 


gooty  mass,  moist  on  its  surface,  and  denuded  of  skiQ 
to  the  extent  of  an  inch  in  diameter.    The  surrounding 


was  a  deposit  of  lymph,  adhering  to  the  surface; 'bh^"  ^     I  advised  an  immediate  removal  of  the  diseased  parts. 


which  coold  easily  be  scraped  off.  The  mucous  surfaces 
of  that  part  was  red  and  vascular,  but  not  ulcerale<l/ 
The  liver  and  gall-bladder  were  perfectly  natural;  s& 
.  also  were  the  intestines,  and  the  left  kidney.  In  the 
situation  of  the  right  kidney  was  a  tumour,  extending 
into  the  right  iliac  region,  formed  by  coagulated  blood 
effused  into  the  adipose  substance  surrounding  the 
kidney,  by  which  the  kidney  had  been  forced  back 
out  of  its  usual  position,  but  there  was  no  evidence 
of  disease  fonnd  in  it.  On  opening  the  descending 
aorta,  to  trace  from  whence  the  hssmorrbage  had 
taken  place,  about  three-fourths  of  that  vessel,  a  little 


>ar4  in  others.  On  the  dorsum  of  the  foot  were  ten 
melanotic  deposits,  varying  in  size  from  a  pin's  head 
to  that  of  an  ordinary  pea;  over  two  of  the  larger 
deposits  ulceration  had  commenced,  displaying  the 
same  dark  half- fluid  substance  as  that  described  to 
exist  on  the  base  of  the  toe^  It  will  be  seen  by  an 
examination  of  the  preparation,  that  none  of  the  sooty 
cysts  extend  to  the  cellular  membrane,  but  that  they 
are  lodged  in  the  true  skin. 


and  for  that  purpose  recommended  him  to  go  to  the 
Infirmary,  where  he  was  admitted  on  Oct.  30tb,  1845» 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Bassett,  who,  on  Nov.  4th, 
'jtmputated  Che  toe  at  the  metatarsal  articulation,  and 
dissected  out  the  two  elliptical  portions  of  skin  here 
preserved.  The  stump  healed  slowly,  and  when  he 
left  the  Infirmary  on  the  26th  of  February,  1846,  which 
he  did  at  his  own  Rqiiest,  there  was  a  superficial  sinus  or 
two  remaining,  and  the  cicatrix  on  the  dorsum  had 
assumed  a  bluish  appearance. 

Sonric  months  afterwards  he  again  fell  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Paddon,  as  surgeon  of  the  mine,  who  cut  out 
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the  diseased  parts  a  second  time,  but  ulceration 
re-commenced|  aud  tbe  glands  in  the  groin  hare 
enlarged,  nicerated,  and  discharged  large  quantities  of 
black  fungoid  matter.  I  am  uncertain  if  the  poor  man 
is  yet  Uring,  but  the  last  report  which  reached  me  of 
liim  stated,  that  he  was  gradually  sinking  under  bis 
accumulated  miseries. 

I  should  add,  that  the  diseased  toe  was  found  to 
consist  of  a  mixture  of  melanotic  and  fungoid  matter, 
«nd  that  the  softening  bad  extended  to  the  bone, 
destroying  tbe  articular  cartilages. 

[Tbe  preparations  referred  to  were  exhibited  at  the 
meeting.] 
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CASK.    III. 

Puerperal  Contulbions. 
February  2nd,  1847.  Summoned  in  great  haste  at 
two  o'clock  this  morning  to  see  Ann  W— ,  residing 
at  a  village  two  miles  distant,  who  was  reported  to  be 
in  labour  under  the  charge  of  a  i^dwife,  and  very 
dangerously  ill ;  indeed  so  precarious  was  her  condition, 
according  to  the  messenger,  when  be  was  despatched, 
that  be  thought  it  highly  probable  she  was  not  then 
alive.  On  arrival  I  found  tbe  patient  to  be  a  stout, 
muscular,  short-necked,  young  woman,  apparently 
three  or  four  and  twenty  years  of  age,  lying  on  a  bed 
In  a  state  of  unconsciousness.  Her  mouth  and  lips 
-were  besmeared  w}$k  blood,  and  her  looks  seemed 
▼acant  and  unnatural.  It  was  stated  that  she  had  had 
lingering  pains  during  the  previous  day  and  night,  and 
that  up  to  an  hour  before  she  was  suddenly  struclc 
down  in  the  first  fit,  she  had  not  given  any  manifesta- 
tions of  any  particular  symptoms;  she  then  conen 
plained  of  headache,  which  became  more  violent,  and 
speaking  of  this  a  few  moments  before  she  fell  down, 
«he  described  it  as  being  so  intense  that  she  felt  as  if 
tier  head  were  "  opening  and  shutting."  Two  hours 
before  this  occurrence  the  pains  were  strong  and  much 
more  powerful  than  they  had  been ;  they  then  almost 
entirely  ceased.  She  had  had  four  fits  before  my 
arrival,  and  during  the  intermissions  she  was  scarcely, 
or  not  at  all,  conscious  of  what  was  passing  around,  or 
of  her  own  condition,  and  tossed  about  the  bed  in  a 
furious  manner.  Immediately  after  I  had  entered  the 
room  another  paroxysm  came  on;  the  eyes  became 
averted,  the  countenance  greatly  congested,  the  hands 
powerfully  clinched,  and  the  whole  frame  convulsively 
«hook  in  the  most  alarming  degree,  whilst  tbe  foaming 
at  the  mouth,  stertorous  breathing,  etc.,  added  to  the 
grave  character  of  the  scene.  Her  agitation  and  con- 
tinuous efforts  to  throw  herself  off  the  bed  were  so 
strong  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  she  could  by  two 
or  three  persons  be  restrained.  The  features  quickly 
became  darker,  and  the  attack  continued  for  a  con- 
siderable period.    After  the  fit  had  terminated  the  body 


was  raised  in  tbe  semi-erect  position,  thus  favouring 
the  return  of  blood  from  the  head.  I  then,  ai  she  was 
now  somewhat  tranquil,  opened  a  vein  in  the  arm  by  a 
large  orifice,  and  at  once  abstracted  no  less  than  thirty- 
fire  ounces  of  blood.  The  pulse  before  bleeding  was 
full  and  bounding,  and  increased  in  frequency.  On 
introducing  tbe  hand  tbe  os-uteri  was  fully  dilated,  and 
the  membranes  entire.  Snow  being  on  the  ground, 
this  was  constantly  applied  to  the  head,  and  a  thorougk 
perflation  of  fresh  air  emitted  through  the  apartment. 
Appearing  now  somewhat  easier,  the  breathing  being 
performed  with  less  difficulty,  I  decided  at  once 
on  delivery.  The  hand  was  carefully  introduced,  and  the 
child  turned  and  born  in  from  twelve  to  fifteen  minutes. 
Thirty  drops  of  laudanum  were  then  given,  and  tbe 
head  ordered  to  be  shaved  immediately.  She  con- 
tinued in  a  tolerable  state  of  composure  for  four  hours^ 
at  intervals  having  a  short  sleep,  during  which  she 
would  murmur  in  a  low  muttering  delirium,  and  on 
suddenly  awaking  would  distressingly  mourn,  roll  her 
eyes,  and  speak  in  a  quick  incoherent  manner,  fre- 
quently changing  her  position  in  bed,  and  strenuously 
endeavouring  to  get  up. 

7  a.m.  Another  violent  paroxysm  came  on  charac- 
terized by  the  same  symptoms  as  the  former.  On  tbe 
termination  of  the  fit  the  following  treatment  was 
pursued  : — 

Venesection  to  twelve  ounces.  R.  Calomel.,  gr.  viij. ; 
Pulv.  Opii,  gr.  ij.  Sit  pulvis  statim  sumendus.  Empl. 
Lyttse  nuchse.  Sinapismi  cruribus  et  spins  lumbomn. 
Hirudines  xii.  temporibus.  Enema  Terebinth,  in 
Decoct.  Amyl.  Oiss.,  statim  injiciend.  Snow  con- 
tinued to  the  head. 

4  p.m.  No  return  of  fits  since  this  morning  at  seven 
o'clock ;  tossed  about  for  a  short  time,  wbta  she 
became  quiet,  and  slept  three  hours ;  on  awaking 
appeared  to  be  partially  sensible ; '  skin  moist ;  pube 
90  ;  injection  came  away  mixed  with  a  copious  quantity 
of  fseculent  matter;  tongue  swollen,  and  somewhat 
besmeared  with  blood,* 

R.  Tinct.  Opii,  gtt.  xxx. ;  Aquse,  oz.  iss.  Sit 
haustus  bora  somni  sumendus. 

3rd.  No  return  of  fits ;  slept  pretty  well  daring  tlie 
night;  bowels  opened ;  tongue  moist;  skin  rather  hot^ 
and  complains  of  headache ;  is  quite  sensible ;  pulie 
86;  blister  rose  well;  has  some  pain  in  the  inferior 
abdominal  region ;  answers  questions  more  coherently, 
but  is  not  quite  sensible. 

R.  Pulv.  Jalap.  Co.,  scr.  ij.;  Syr.  Rfasead,  dr.  ij.; 
Sp.  Ammon.  Co.,  dr.  as. ;  Aquss,  dr.  x.  Sit  hanstot 
statim  sumendus. 

R.  Liq.  Ammon.  Acet.,  oz.  iss. ;  Spr.  Mth.  Nitr.^ 
oz.  as.;  Mist.  Camph.,  oz.  iv.  Sit  mist.  Capt.,  oz.  j., 
quarta  quaque  bora. 

4th.  Does  not  feel  quite  so  well  to-day  as  yes- 
terday ;  bead  aches,  and  complains  of  severe  pain  in 
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*  Of  course  the  requisite  precautions  were  taken  imm/t- 
diatelf  on  my  arrival  to  prevent  Injary  being  done  to  U|ls 
organ  daring  the  fits.  The  midwife  who  had  beeo  la 
attendance  had  omitted  this,  and  Indeed  so  ignorant  was 
she  of  the  namre  of  tbe  affection,  tbat  she  stretched  the 
patient  on  the  floor,  expecting  it  was  simple  syncope.  It  is 
high  time  these  incompetent  practitioners  had  their  fiuio* 
tions  suspended. 
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abdooaen;  countenance  of  a  yellowish  (inge;  pnlse  84;  I  of  mortality  with  the  present  notions  of  the  affection, 

pathological  Tiews  and  a  more  fearless  mode  of  treat* 
ment,  we  are  impressed  with  the  complacent  reflection 
that  the  progress  of  science,  and  the  valuable  truths 
arrived  at  by  careful  observation,  have  in  this  complaint 
been  followed  with  the  most  valujible  results,  and  that 
such  have  tended  to  the  prolongation  of  humaa 
existence. 

Puerperal  convulsions  usually  occur  during  one  or 
other  of  the  stages  of  labour,  or  immediately  after 
parturition.    They  may  also  come  on  at  any  period 


tkitt  moist,  and  has  sweated  a  good  deal.  Bowels  well 
opened  by  draught;  no  lochial  discharge;  tongue 
moist  and  on  the  whole  is  going  on  favourably. 
Intellectual  faculties  much  more  natural. 

5tb.  Had  a  better  nigbt,  having  slept  for  some 
hours  consecutively ;  tongue  moist,  and  skin  not  at  all 
dry ;  pulse  88,  tolerably  soft ;  complains  of  less  pain 
in  bead ;  no  uneasiness  on  pressure  over  abdomen. 

R.  Infus.  C&lumb.  Ten.,  oz.  viij. ;  Sol.  Morph.  Mur., 
dr.  j.   Sit  mist.  Capt.,  oz.  j.  ter  die. 

7tb.  To-day,  at  1  p.m.,  was  hastily  sent  for, 
another  fit  having  come  on.  On  my  arrival  the 
parozysm  had  terminated,  and  she  was  then  sensible,  t  during  the  latter  half  of  pregnancy;  such,  however,  i» 


From  the  accounts  of  the  attendant,  this  attack  had 
been  of  a  milder  character.  Reported  to  hare  com* 
plained  of  some  headache  yesterday ;  bowels  open ; 
tongue  moist ;  skin  rather  hot  but  not  dry,  and  stiir 
complains  of  pain  in  the  bead.  Venesection  to  six 
ounces,  which  induced  syncope. 

R.  Pttlv.  Opii,  gr.  ij. ;  Calomel.,  gr.  vj.  Sit  pulv. 
•tatim  sumend.  Sinaplmi  cmribus.  Mistura  omitta- 
tor.    Ol.  Ricinf  post  boram. 

7  p.m.  Continued  easy  since  last  visit;  no  return  of 
lita  and  has  slept  three  hours. 

8th.  Slept  well;  bowels  open;  urine  plentiful. 
Is  in  all  respects  better. 

10th.  Continues  much  the  same,  but  does  not  sleep 
very  well  and  complains  of  some  beating  at  the  heart. 

Mist,  cum  Infus.  Calumb.  sumatur. 

14th.  Says  she  cannot  sleep,  and  for  some  days 
has  not  slept  three  hours  consecutively.  Has  pain 
over  the  os  frontis,  which  is  described  as  a  dull  head- 
ache. Action  of  heart  on  application  of  the  stethoscope 
it  excited,  but  no  bruit  can  hie  heard.  Pulse  80,  of 
toJarabla  strength. 

K.  Unci.  Digitalis,  gtt.  xl. ;  Sol.  Morph.  Mur., 
dr,  isa. ;  Aqu»,  ot.  iv.  Sit  mist.  Capt.  quartern  partam 
omni  nocte 

15th.  Slept  well  last  night.  In  all  respects^improviog. 

17th.  Rapidly  improves. 

24th.  Convalescent. 

Remarks. 

There  is  not  an  affection  more  alarming,  nor  one 
in  which  promptness  and  energy  are  more  impera- 
Uvely  demanded,  than  an  attack  of- puerperal  con- 
▼alsions.  Procrastination  in  our  measures,  and  an 
Imbecile  line  of  treatment,  are  often  attended  with 
diaastroua  results;  whilst  a  ready  decision,  and  the 
bdid  employment  of  those  means  wbicb,  with  the  well 
informed,  have  now  become  indisputably  established* 
can  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  avert  a  mortal  termina- 
tion. Before  this  disease  was  so  well  understood  as  it 
now.  is»  not  more  than  one  half  or  one  third  recovered. 
In  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  it  was 
ngarded  by  the  physicians  of  those  times  as  a  well-nigh 
aliraya  fatal  disease*  Hunter,  Jacobs,  and  others 
affirmed  that  more  than  fifty  per  cent,  invariably  died, 
indeed,  t^  considered  it  as  one  of  the  most  fatal  of 
COQiplaints.  Comparing  such  statements  and  the  degree 


Car  more  rare  than  the  former .^  The  most  frequent  of 
all  times  is  undoubtedly  a  little  before  the  termination 
of  the  first  stage,  when  the  os  uteri  is  becoming  fully 
dilated.  This  affection  may  also  take  place  at  any  pei  Io<l 
within  the  first  twenty  days  after  labour,  but  such  ia 
more  uncommon^  for  after  the  uterus  has  expelled  its 
contents,  and  so  long  a  time  as  ten  days  or  a  fortnight 
elapsed  since  delivery,  the  supervention  of  the  convul* 
sive  paroxysms  is  but  seldom  noticed.  In  the  instance 
of  this  person  it  is  seen  that  the  first  fit  came  oo 
immediately  before  the  os  became  fully  expanded;. 
and  it  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  five  days  after  her 
deTivery  another  fit  came  on,  althor'^h  there  was  no 
return  of  the  paroxysms  from  the  period  of  parturition 
to  that  time.  With  regard  to  the  dilatation  of  the 
uterine  orifice,  I  am  aware  some  authors  have  affirmed 
that  a  fit  will  supervene  when  scarcely  any  signs  of 
labour  are  present,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  such  fit» 
not  only  will  the  parts  have  become  sufficiently  dilated, 
but  the  child  beimmediatelyborn,owingtothe  morbid 
excess  of  muscular  action.  Such  statements  may  be 
regarded  as  an  exaggeration  rather  than  as  a  simple 
declaration  of  facts,  for  it  will  generally,  if  not 
always,  he  observed,  that  where  the  foetus  is  so  precipi* 
tably  expelled,  the  os  had  some  time  before  been 
gradually  becoming  patulous. 

It  may  here,  too,  be  mentioned,  that  the  affection  i» 
much  more  common  in  primiparous  females,  than  in 
women  who  have  previously  borne  children.  Ann  W. 
had  never  before  been  confined.  In  four  cases  which  I 
have  known,  three  were  in  the  first  confinement.  Collins^ 
in  an  account  of  thirty  cases,  says  that  twenty-nine 
were  first  births;  and  of  thirty-six  by  Merriman,  twenty- 
eight  were  first  births*  We  can  readily  conceive  that 
the  first  time  nature  accomplishes  this  process,  her 
efforts  will  have  a  more  serere  effect  upon  the  iinimal 
economy  than  when  the  parts  have  been  previously 
distended,  the  impression  made  upon  the  nervoua 
system  give  rise  to  greater  excitation,  and  the  mental 
disturbance  which  ranks  amongst  the  acknowledged 
causes  exert  a  more  powerful  influence  upon  the  body* 

Pathologists  have  found  it  difficult  to  determine 
which  are  really  the  remote  and  which  are  the  proxi- 
mate causes ;  indeed,  on  this  head  there  exist  mucb 
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ambiguitj  aod  difference  of  opiaion.  Amongst  the 
remote  causes,  howerer,  with  those  who  endeavour  to 
•define  certain  conditions  as  such,  irritation  trautoiitted 
to  the  great  nervous  centres  by  means  of  the  afferent 
•pinal  nerves,  especially  those  proper  to'  the  uterue, 
which,  from  their  morbid  eicitation  produce  the 
sequent  train  of  phenomena  at  the  base  of  the  brain  and 
in  the  spinal  cord,  may  be  enumerated  aa  importantfy* 
entering  into  th.e  causation.  Irritation  in  any  portion 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  particularly  in  its  gastric 
course,  preternatural  vascularity  in  the  colon,  a  dis- 
eased state  of  the  liver,  of  the  bladder,  etc.,  have  beeut 
considered  as  likely  to  induce  the  affection.  Tbere ' 
can  be  little  doubt  that  a  previously  confined  ««dl 
irregular  state  of   the  bowels^-  the  accttmulatio»- of 


Puerperal  Qpnvi^^ons  f^wm-  to  Jf^ffwrnMlUAj 
caused  by  two  distinct  and  opposite  conditions  oC-'Um 
vascular.  system,-*-via.,  an  over-distension,  and  a  too 
great  emptiness  of  the  blood-veoels,  because  we  know 
that  the  cerebral  vessels  being  over4oaded  in  a  patient 
of  plethoric  diathesis,  by  producing  pressure  on  the 
brain,  will  give  rise  to  the  paroxysms ;  and  also  wkea 
there  is  sudden  aod  considerable  loss  of  blood,  as  ia 
uterine  baemorrhaget  because  oonvulaioqs  often  preotde 
the  fatal  issue,  and  they  have  been  ezperimeotaUy  pcan 
duced  in  the  lower  animals  by  sudden  aiMi  eopiovo 
vonesection.  t 

It  is  more  difficult  Co  account  for  (heir  oocncroaee 
when  ezsangninatioa,  than  when  plethora,  is  regarded 
as  the  cause.    The  manner  in  which  the  result  is 


scyballous  and  acrid  natters,  dec,  will  act  as  powwflil^  •  produced  may  probably  be  owing  to  the  equilibriaoi 


predisponents.  Morbid  conditions  existing  in  Che 
nervous  centres  themselves,  as  well  as  from  states 
operating  upon  the  extremities  of  the  incident  nerves,' 
alight  also  be  mentioned.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  mental  discomposure  acts  very  im|!|^l- 
«ntly  in  the  induction  of  the  convulsive  paroxysms. 
An  anxious  and  depressed  state  of  mind  always  exects 
a  deleterious  influence  upon  the  body,  and  renders  the 
oervous  system  morbidly  excitable,  and  wliere  sueb' 
obtains  to  a  considerable  extent,  or  has  been  long 
continued,  it  may  readily  be  imagined  that  such  would 
be  apt  to  induce  the  results  considefbd.  In  four  cases 
which  I  have  known,  in  three  there  was  much  mental 
43isquietude.  One  was  the  lady  of  an  officer  in  the 
army,  whose  husband  died  very  suddenly  about  the 
period  of  her  full  time  of  pregnancy ;  labour  came  os^ 
nccompaoied  with  very  violent  convulsions.  The  two 
others  were  unmarried  females,  and  had  both,  for  some 
time  before,  been.i^ry  despondent.  It  has  been  stated 
by  eminent  obstetricians,  whose  experience  in  tliii 
disease  is  more  ample,  that  it  occurs  far  more  f^-' 
quently  in  illegitimate  births  than  in  the  confinements 
of  married  women,~an  assertion  which  is  very  likely  ^o 
be  correct,  owing  to  the  acute  sense  of  shame  in  the 
former,  the  censure  of  their  friends,  and  other  gloomy 
reflections  which  have  often  considerable  effect.  The 
etate  of  the  air  by  some,  especially  the  older  physicians, 
has  been  deemed  an  esee&tial  element  entering  into 
the  causation  of  puerperal  convulsions.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  (hat  they  are  more  common*  in  summer 
than  in  winter,  and  when  the  air  is  surcharged  with 


of  the  circulation  being  lost  by  a  sudden  effosioa 
of  the  viul  fluid,  when  the  waUs  oC  the  vesadis 
have  not  sufficiently  accoqsmodated  themselves  to  the 
decreased  volume  of  blood  traversing  their  cavities  $ 
hence  their  propulsive  power  would  become  in  some 
measure  impaired,  and  thus  congestion  and  ptessttre 
ensue.  We  knop  that  the  heart  requires  an  exael 
volume  of  blood  to  be  transmitted  through  its  cavities 
during  each  systolic  and  diastolic  action,  and  unless 
such  volume  be  normal,  its  action  will  become  altered, 
and  this  change  of  function  of  course  exerts  a  com- 
mensurate effect  throughout  the  vascular  system,. 
When  therefore  the  column  of  blood  is  considerably 
decreased,  the  or^au  is  not  stimulated  to  its  ordiaaiy 
degree  of  contractile  power,  the  vis  a  tergo  is  diminished, 
the  propulsive  functions  of  the  larger  vessels  are  also 
impatred,and  congestion  at  the  vascular  extremities  is 
thus  engendered,  whilst  the  wholftJ*ptem  paitakcs  of 
the  debilitated  condition,  and.  ^hu^, superadds  to  the 
first  cause. 

There  are  two  descriptions  of  patients,  whose  con- 
formations are  exactly  opposed  to  one  another,  with. 
whom  the  disease  appears  chiefly  to  prevail — the 
muscular,  short-necked,  apoplectic-looking  person; 
and  the  thin,  slender,  nervous  female,  of  highly-excita- 
ble temperament  and  hysterically  inclined.  Mr.  Cotei 
of  this  place,  not  very  long  kgo  attended  a  young  person 
of  this  description,  who^  had  the  convulsions  In  th€ 
most  alarming  manner.  These  being  admitted  as  the 
most  correct  views  of  the  radical  pathology,— riz.,  that 
pressure,  however  remotely  induced,  is  produced  in  the 
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electricity;  yet  they  are  much  more  dependent  upoti' 'iiervous  centres,  yet  ;»o«f-morf  em  investigations  have  ^ot 
more  potent  causes,  and  may  occur  at  any  season  of  tb^'  satisfactorily  elucidated  auch  conclusions,  becansn 
3*ear,  and  under  every  variety  of  temperature.  This  autopsies  have  been  made  where  the  patient  has  died  of 
case  it  is  seen  was  in  the  month  of  February,  and  I  well  puerperal  convulsions,  and  no  organie  changes  have 
recollect  it  was  a  keen  frosty  night.    Dr.  Ramsbothaffi    .been  observed  to  follow,  or  in  any  degree  aooooat  lor 


says  that  the  affection  is  most  usual  when  there  is 
thunder  in  the  air,<— an  assertion  highly  probable,  and  in 
thia  respect  being  analogous  to  what  we  know  with 
regard  to  apoplexy,  to  which  disease  puerperal  convul- 
sions are  very  nearly  allied.  - 


death,  just  as  in  cases  of  apoplexy,  termed  nerMOS  or 
simple  apoplexy.  It  setme  rational  4o  siippoie  ftit 
radical  organic  changes. d^  efxist  in  all  cases,  bat  fa 
particular  instances  they  are  certainly  so  ocetU,'  SB  id 
"fhe  present  stale  of  our  knowledge  to  etude  detection. 


■  »m 
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.  lift  owe  ftowfirra  wtA%i  the  ecUmpsUl  kind,  which, 
aecording  to  Burns,  ocean  in  riineey-nine  cases  out  of 
erery  hundred.  Satirages  defines  the  cenus  Eclampua 
ns  follows:— "Artunm  Tel  muscuTOrum  plurimorum, 
apaamos  cjonicua  acntus,  cum  sensouin  obscuratione." 
It  must  be  granted,  that  between  puerpeiri  convul- 
«ona  an^  apoplexy  there  is  a  striking  similarity,  and 
flome  consider  the  two  affections  strictly  identical,  but 
whom  oarefvlly  compared  they  are  not  so,  neither  in 
their  pfa6Maieiia  during  the  paroxysm,  nor  in  the 
cffeett  which  follow.  In  tbcfr  causes  they  appear  rery 
veari^  allied.  Apoplexy  differs  from  this  species  of 
'Convulsions  because  in  that  disease  there  is  never  such 
TioUnt  agitation  of  the  Tolmitary  muscular  system,  and 
because  in  the  one  paralysis  very  generally  succeeds. 


down  the  trachea,  but  appeared  impacted  in  the  right 
bronchus.  The  vescicular  murmur  was  less  heard  ia 
the  right  than  in  the  left  lung.  Tbe  iaspiratioo  also 
had  a  blowing  character. 

^th.  She  passed  a  pretty  good  night,  and  slept  well» 
but  on  awakening  waa  seised  with  a  violent  fit  of 
coughing  i  she  feels  pretty  well ;  appetite  is  good,  and 
ahe  eats  heartiif . 

5,  p.m.  After  a  consultation,  tracheotomy  waa 
decided  upon,  and  performed  in  the  following  manner* 
by  Mr.  Knowles : — An  incision  was  made,  of  about  tw^ 
inches  extent,  commencing  just  below  the  cricoid  car- 
tilage, and  the  soft  parts  covering  the  trachea  were 
dtfMed  ;  this  was  followed  by  considerable  venous 
hsmmni  i  hag-e,  and  the  thyroid  gland  projected  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  wonnd.  The  trachea  warso  small 


wWlst  in  the  other  it  almost  never  follows.    From    f**  "^  ^"^^  ^^,  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  <>?«»«»  ^^  ^«  »>, 


•ptt«P«7  it  dUfers,  bocanse  puerperal  convulsions  rapidly 
Mcoeed  one  another,  while  in  epilepsy  it  is  not  the 
case.  Again,  there  is  n6  aura  epileptica,  and  they 
leldom  ever  return  during  the  remainder  of  life. 

On  reference  to  the  above  case,  it  is  said  that  imme- 
diately preceding  the  fit,  an  intense  pain  in  the  head 
kas  experienced,  according  to  tbe  patient's  own  words, 
as  if  it  were  opening  and  shutting.  Scintilla,  mosca 
volitantes,  or  «  fit  of  shivering,  are  often  the  premoni- 
tary  symptoms.  Occasionally  there  is  an  incoherent 
rambling  of  expression,  but  more  generally  little  if  any 
intimation  Is  given.  If  tbe  patient  should,  how- 
ever, manifest  any  evidence  of  their  supervention,  as 
by  complaining  of  a  sense  of  weight  in  tlie  head,  or  diz- 
slness,  accompanied  with  spasm  in  any  part,  we  should 
at  once  be  on  our  guard. 

C^«  te  eonthnted.) 


Utpott^. 


QUEEN'S  HOSPITAL,   BIRMINGHAM. 

Reported  by  PxTBR  Hincees  Bird,  formerly  Resident 

Medical  Officer. 

Cass  I. 

rOEBION  »00Y  IN  TBS  TmA.OK«A ;  TRACRKOTOUT  : 

RicovgRV* 
Mary  Ann  PrlesUy,  aged  5  years,  admitted  into  the 
Queen's  Hospital  on  the  afternoon  of  July  19tb,1847. 
It  is  stated  that  about  half  an  hour  ago  she  swallowed 
a  glass  bead ;  she  was  sucking  it,  and  on  Uking  aa 
Inaptratlon,  it  disappeared.  When  admitted  ahe  was 
without  any  urgent  symptom,  but  complained  of  pain 
referred  to  just  below  tbe|  cricoid  cartilage,  and 
of  ^wmttking  being  in  her  throat  ;*'  a  probang  was 
itttrodaced  into  her  stomach,  |and  she  was  made  to 
Tomit,  bat  wichoot  reliefr  On  applying  a  stethoscope 
to  tiie  traohea,  a  foreign  snbetance  w8S|heard  to  move 
up  aad  dowa  dnriag  the  resptralien8,*and  on  making 
a  strong  expiration,  it  seeme4;  to  suike  agaiaat  the 
rima  glottidis.  In  the  evening  the  pain  ahifted  lower 
•down,  and  to  the  right  side,  and  on  applying  the 
■tethoscope  the  body  wu  not  heard  moving  jup  and 


no  means  ea^;  but  after  the  hsnnorrhage  had  ceased^ 

it^|r^  done,  and  after  tiro  expiifations  the  bead  flew 

out  with  considerable  velocity*    The  child  bore  the 

operation  with  remarkable  eang/roitL    After  waiting  i^ 

short  time  untill  all  bleeding  had  ceased,  the  edges  o£ 

th^  iround  were  brought  together  by  straps  of  adhesive 

plaster.     The  bead  was  composed  of  glass,  was  hollow, 

and  narrowed  and  opeo  at  both'  ends.     The  child 

appeared  much  lowered  by  the  operation ;  her  face  was 

pale».and  pulse  weak.    There  was  towards  the  evening 

some  mucous  r41e  attending  the  respiration,  bnt  on 

applying  the  stethoscope  it  was  found-not  to  occupy  the 

bronchi  but  the  posterior  nares. 

On  the  2l8t  there  was  some  slight  croupy  cough, 

attended  with  febrile  symptoms,  which  were  relived  by 

appropriate  treatment.    On  the  22nd  the  air  ceased  to 

pass  through  the  wound,  and  on  the  29th  she  was 

coavalescent. 

Casx  IL 


SXMARKABLB   Ot7N*BH0T  WOUND  :    RECOVXaT. 

John  Smith,  aged  29,  boatman,  #ar  admitted  into 
the  Queen's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Knowles^ 
ontte  morning  of  the  9th  of  August,  1847.  He  statea 
tiiat  about  half  an  hour  ago  he  was  stooping  down  to 
pick  up  a  gun;  the  mouth  of  tbe  barrel  was  pointed 
cowards  him  and  close  to  his  chin ;  the  lock  of  the  gun 
caught  against  something,  the  gun  went  off,  and  dis- 
charged its  contents  in  bis  neck.  He  was  notstunned« 
nor  did  he  lose  much  blood.  The  gun  was  charged 
with  shot  and  paper  wadding.  - 

On  admittance,  his  countenance  was  pale  and 
towards  the  lower  part  sBMared  with  powder.  There 
was  a  laige  wound  a  little  to  tbe  right  of  (he  median 
UnajttSt  below  the  ramus  of  the  jaw ;  it  was  uneven 
^hd  jacerated,  and  would  contain  about  four  of  the 
finj^rs,  it  was  also  much  blackened  by  the  powder. 
The  wound  extended  backwards  and  a  little  inwards^ 
below  the  ear,  to  midway  between  the  ear  and  occipital 
pfohiberance,  but  below  them,  and  terminated  by  aa 
irr€^lar  triangular  opening,  of  about  one  inch  ia 
extent,  having  everted  edges,  from  which  the  charge 
had  issued.  There  was  fortunately  no  large  artery 
woanded ;  the  external  carotid  artery  had  a  very  narrow 
.  excape,  and  could  be  seea  beating  on  the  inner  side  of 
al^  wound.  Tht  wonnd  was  well  probed,  bnt  there 
wat  ae  wadding  or  other  foreign  substance  discovered. 
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The  parts  iiboot  the  woand  to  be  shared  ;  lint  dipped 
is  tepid  water  to  be  applied  to  the  wound,  and  a  bread 
poaltice  at  night. 

10th.  Complains  of  much  headaehe  when  raised  in 
bed.  A  small  shot  came  away  in  the  poultice  hut 
night.    Pulse  66,  strong. 

12th.  Complains  of  occasional  headache ;  feels  low; 
wound  discharges  a  very  foetid  pot.  Bread  ponhlce.' 
As  there  was  much  apprehension  of  ulceration  of  the 
carotid  artery,  an  assistant  was  in  constant  attendance 
on  biro. 

14th.  Feels  low;  no  appetite;  pulse  72;  wound 
discharges  rery  freely.  To  be  dressed  with  water 
dressing,  and  to  be  injected  three  timet  a  day  with 
tepid  water.    Beef  tea,  broth,  &c. 

17th.  Feels  much  better;  appetite  iroproring;  ptihe 
soft  and  regular,  66 ;  the  wound  looks  rery  healthy, 
and  is  granulating.    Mutton  chop  and  porter. 

23rd.  Doing  well ;  wound  is  rapidly  healing;  pulse 
soft  and  regular ;  bowels  open ;  appetite  good ;  tongue 
clean. 

Sept.  Ist.  Wound  nearly  healed.    Conralescent. 


PROVINCIAL 

iWeDifral  $c  Surgical  Sloutnal 

WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  3,  1847. 


We  have  barely  room  in  the  present  number 
for  a  very  brief  allusion  to  the  meeting  of 
Union  Medical  Officers,  which  took  place  on 
Wednesday  last,  at  the  Hanover  Square  Rooms. 
As  far  as  the  proceedings  are  concerned,  it  is 
scarcely  more  than  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
report  which  we  give  elsewhere.  It  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  meeting  itself  mis  a  highly 
satisfactory  one,  most  respectable  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  considering  the  time  of  year^  tlie 
prevalence  of  sickness  in  many  parts  of  the 
country,  and  the  wide  distances  which  a  very 
large  number  of  those  interested  had  to  traverse^ 
far  more  numerously  attended  than  could  have 
been  anticipated.  Satisfactory,  however,  as  was 
this  meeting,  we  quite  agree  in  the  opinion  that 
a  single  meeting  will  not  do  the  work.  That 
irhich  has  just  been  held  can  only  be  considered 
as  breaking  the  way.  The  entire  subject  must 
now  be  well  sifted,  and  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  all  it  branches  collected  and  digested. 
Statistical  facts  and  records  such  as  have  been 
already  furnished  by  Mr.  Garlick,  of  Halifax, 
and  other  gentlemen,  must  be  generally  sought 
for  and  obtained  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 
It  will,  however,  be  the  duty  of  the  intelligent 
Committee  appointed  at  the  meetings  to  draw  up 
inatructions  adapted  for  the  attainment  of  the 
objects  in  view^  and  to  suggest  to  the  profeCtioA 


that  course  of  action  beet  calculated  to  bring  the 
question  to  a  successful  termination.  We  have 
no  doubt  they  will  soon  be  in  active  operation, 
and  earnestly  do  we  hope  that  a  reward,  com. 

« 

mensurate  with  the  exertions  which  we  feel 
assured  they  will  bestow,  may  speedily  crown 
their  efforts. 

BATH    PATHOLOGICAL    SOCIETY. 

Siith  Meeting.— March  1st,  1847. 

Mr.  NoaMAX  in  the  Chair. 

Casi  XXVI.— Osfi/reiJ  Oall^BUuUer. 

Mr.  Bagshaw  exhibited  an  ossified  gall-bladder.  The 
individual  from  whom  the  specimen  was  taken  waa 
a  woman  about  seventy  years  of  age.  Tliere  had 
uever  been  any  parlicalar  symptoms  referrible  to  the 
liver,  except  occasional  bilious  vomiting;  the  secretion 
of  bile  had  always  been  abundant,  and  the  appetite  for 
food  at  times  craviog.  The  coats  of  the  gall-bladder 
were  from  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness^ 
and  contained  throaghoot  an  abundant  deposit  of 
calcareous  matter,  except  at  one  or  two  points,  where 
the  deposit  had  not  taken  place.  The  gall-Uadder 
contained  a  quantity  of  yellowish  white  pasty-kxikin^ 
matter,  which  yielded  about  forty  per  cent,  of  choles^ 
terine.  Mr.  Bagshaw  remarked  on  the  case^  aa  beia^ 
one  of  considerable  rarity. 

Cask  XXVU,'- Acute  bronchUis,tciih  fnatdifieuliy^ 
brtathing,  at  times  ttmaunting  to  arthopnma  ;  ap^tvtni 
tecovery  !  sudden  dMth,^-Diuectian:  JpopUxyq/'tkt 
lung,  with  rupturt  of  the  pUura,and  escape  of  blood  into- 
the  pleural  cavity. 

Dr.  Edwards  exhibited  the. right  lung  of  a  man  who 
had  died  of  pulmonary  apoplexy,  under  the  following 
circumstances :— The  man  was  sixty-three  years  of  age,, 
and  was  first  seen  by  Dr.  Edwards  on  the  22nd  of 
last  January,  having  been  previously  under  medical- 
treatment  for  an  attack  of  acute  bronchitis,  which 
appeared  to  be  subsiding,  though  he  still  laboured 
under  great  difficulty  of  breathing,  at  times  amounting 
to  orthopnma,  discn^eg  congh,  and  copiooa  ex- 
pectoration. In  about  a  fortnight  all  his  bad  symptoma 
in  a  great  measure  left  him,  and  be  began  to  recover 
strength  until  the  19th  of  February,  when  he  wai^ 
according  to  his  own  expression,  "quite  recovered.'.' 
He  had  lost  ail  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing  for 
seven  days;  bad  slept  well,  with  his  head  low;  hie 
bowels  were  regular;  tongue  clean;  appetite  good; 
pulse  soft  and  regular,  76  in  tlie  minute.  Hia  chesa 
was  not  examined  at  this  time  by  means  of  auaenltn- 
tion  and  percussion.  On  the  following  morning  his 
wife  left  him  a  little  before  eight  o*clodc»  aa  wall  as 
usual,  having  passed  a  good  night.  On  going  to  kin 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  afterwards*  she  found  him 
pale,  almost  speechless,  and  unable  to  raise  hia  bead 
from  the  pillow.  About  an  hour  after  this  be  appeared 
to  rally  a  little,  and  swallowed  a  few  tea-spoonfaia  of 
beer,  after  which  he  became  still  further  depret^ 
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hin  heart  beat  riolentlj,  and  he  sank  gradually  a  little 
before  six  o'clock  of  the  same  day. 

On  examination,  about  sixty  hours  after  death,  the 
abdominal  organs  were  found  healthy,  the  liver  and 
kidneys  slightly  congested.  On  opening  the  thorax 
the  right  lung  was  found  firmly  adherent  to  the  costal 
pleura  and  diaphragm,  the  adhesions  baring  an  almost 
4eshy  aspect ;  the  right  pleural  carity  contained  about 
a  pint  and  a  half  of  fluid  blood ;  the  lung  was  emphy- 
sematous to  a  considerable  extent ;  the  trachea  con- 
tained a  good  deal  of  muco-purulent-looking  matter; 
the  bronchial  tubes  were  empty,  and  the  lining  mem- 
brane healthy.  At  the  middle  of  the  upper  lobe,  at 
the  outer  side,  there  was  a  ragged  opening,  about  an 
inch  in  length,  through  the  pulmonary  pleura,  leading 
to  a  carity,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  which  con- 
tained some  fluid  blood,  and  also  a  small  coa^ ulum ; 
the  contiguous  portion  of  lung  was  indurated,  with  a 
distinct  line  of  demarcation  between  the  diseased  and 
healthy  structure;  on  making  an  incision  into  the 
•diseased  part,  it  was  found  of  a  deep  red  or  nearly 
black  colour,  granulated  and  homogeneous.  The  left 
lung  was  slightly  emphysematous.  The  heart  was 
nearly  natural ;  on  the  right  side  the  cavities  seemed 
slightly  dilated,  and  on  the  left  fide  the  auriculo-reu- 
tricular  opening  was  somewhat  contracted ;  the  valves 
were  sound. 

Dr.  Edwards  remarked  on  this  case  as  presenting 
some  points  of  interest — first,  that  for  seven  days 
before  the  man'a  death  he  appeared  to  be  going  on 
well,  having  lost  his  cough  and  dyspnoea,  and  gained 
strength;  and  observed  from  this,  the  propriety  of 
making  a  physical  examination  of  the  chest  before 
pronouncing  the  lungs  sound  after  they  hare  been  the 
seat  of  serious  disease.  The  author  then  remarked  on 
4he  nature  of  the  ease,  that  it  was  one  of  bscmoptysical 
engorgement,  in  which  lh#blood  became  effused  into 
the  parenchyma  of  the  lunjg,  coagulated  in  the  vesicles 
in  such  a  way  as  to  form  an  intimate  union  with  the 
pulmonary  tissue;  the  effusion  continuing,  theextra- 
▼asated  blood  seems  to  have  broken  down  the  palmo* 
nary  sabstance,  and  at  length,  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  on  which  he  died,  the  pulmonary  pleura  gave  way, 
and  blood  became  effused  into  the  cavity  of  the 
chest.  The  reason  of  the  man's  death  not  being 
sudden,  obviously  was  the  resistance  offered  to  the 
flow  of  blood  by  the  pleuritic  adhesions.  Dr.  Edwards 
referred  to  similar  cases  related  by  Corvisart  and 
Andral,  and  concluded  bis  remarks  by  pointing  out  the 
pathological  distinctions  between  pulmonary  apoplexy, 
the  induration  of  pneumonia,  and  the  congestions 
which  take  place  after  death. 

Casb  XXVIII. — Extensive  cardiac  disease,  a  sequel  of 
acute  rheumatism  ;  general  anarsaca  ;  death.^^ 
Dissection  :  Diseased  aortic  valves,  and  an  hypertro^ 
phied  heart, 

•Case  XXlX,'^DifficuU  breathing;  irregularity  of  the 
heart's  action,  with  a  bruit ;  pneumonia ;  death.-^ 
Dissection  :  The  middle  and  lower  lobes  of  the  right 
lung  hepatized  ;  enlargement  of  the  heart ;  mitral 
orifice  greatly  contracted,  apparently  congenital. 
Dr.  Cardew  exhibited  two  hearts.  The  first  was  Uken 

from  the  body  of  a  lad  about  18  years  of  age.    When 


first  admitted  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cardew,  about  a 
week  before  death,  he  was  suffering  under  much 
diiBcnlty  of  breathing,  with  general  anasarca,  obviously 
resnlting  from  extensive  obstructive  disease  of  the 
left  side  of  the  heart ;  percussion  gave  a  dull  sound 
over  a  larger  space  than  natural,  and  both  sounds  were 
macked  by  a  distrinct  bruit.  The  affection  of  the 
heart  seemed  to  have  followed  an  attack  of  acute 
rheumatism. 

On  dissection,  the  heart  was  found  greatly  enlarged, 
especially  the  left  ventricle ;  the  pericardium  was  not 
adherent,  the  disease  having  been  confined  to  the 
endocardium.  The  aortic  valves  were  thickened  and 
contracted,  and  quite  incompetent  for  their  office. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  lad,  about  17  years 
yefu^  of  age,  concerning  whom  a  very  imperfect  history 
was  all  that  could  be  obtained,  in  consequence  of 
mental  incapacity.  He  suffered  from  great  difficulty 
of  breathing,  with  irregular  action  of  the  heart.  Oa 
examination  there  was  heard  a  distinct  bruit  accom« 
panying  the  first  sound.  During  the  time  he  was  ia 
the  hospital,  he  was  attacked  with  pneumonia  of  the 
right  side,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died. 

On  dissection,  the  middle  and  lower  lobes  of  the  right 
lung  were  found  hepatized;  the  heart  was  somewhat 
larger  than  natural,  in  consequence  chiefly  of  dilata« 
tion,  as  the  walls  did  not  appear  increased  in  thickness; 
the  aortic  ralres  were  healthy,  but  the  auriculo- ventri- 
cular orifice  on  the  left  side  was  so  narrow  as  scarcely 
to  admit  the  passage  of  a  large  quill ;  the  absence  of 
all  appearance  of  inflammation  around  the  contracted 
opening  led  to  the  opinion  that  the  case  ought  to  be 
considered  as  one  of  congenital  defect,  and  not  as  the 
result  of  disease. 

Case  XXX,^-Secondary  syphilis  ^  cachectic  condition 
of  the  system  ;  pain  in  the  right  kipi  cerebral  tymp* 
toms  of  a  ^wnatoee  character;  death. ^^Dissectton : 
Jfjftensive  disease  at  the  base  of  the  brain,'  believed  to 
have  had  a  syphilitic  origin, 

Mr.  John  Soden  exhibited  a  portion  of  the  brain 
of  a  young  woman,  concerning  whom  he  gave  the 
following  account  :<— The  patient  was  a  young  womaiii 
about  84  years  of  age;  she  had  been  admitted 
Into  the  Bath  General  Hospital  about  a  fortnight 
previous  to  her  death,  In  a  very  cachectic  and  debilitated 
state,  on  account  of  chronic  pain  of  obscure  seat  behind 
the  right  hip,  and  for  which  she  had  been  several 
months  during  the  summer  in  the  Bristol  Hospital. 
There  were  also  a  few  partially-healed  ulcerations  of 
rupia  on  the  body.  A  few  days  after  her  admission, 
cerebral  symptrms  showed  themselves,  which  at  once 
asrumed  a  comatose  character,  and  continued  without 
variety  or  indication  of  any  particular  local  lesion  for 
te^'days,  when  she  died.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
time  she  remained  in  a  state  of  nearly  complete  insen- 
sibility, powerless  and  unobservant  of  external  objects, 
but  just  capable  of  being  roused  to  reply  to  questions. 

On  dissection,  the  disease  of  the  brain  was  found  to 
be  confined  chiefly  to  the  base,  and  the  crura  cerebri 
and  pons  Varolii  were  the  parts  most  affected.  The 
disaase  appeared  in  the  form  of  distinct  opaque  and 
thickened  patches  in  the  arachnoid,  underneath  whidh 
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w«r6  effosiona  of  a  duikj  jellow  colour,  separaUjag  the 
nembraneB  from  the  brain.  The  itracture  of  the  brain 
Jtielf  was  also  of  a  darker  coloor  than  natural  at  these 
points,  and  soAened,  so  mnch  so  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  left  cms  cerebri  was  broken  down.  In  the  earlier 
stages  the  diseased  portions  appeared  indurated  and  of 
a  dark  colour. 

Nothing  was  known  of  l^er  previous  history  but  that 
ebe  was  a  sempstress,  and  a  oatire  of  Bristol ;  her 
.position  was  supposed  to  be  respectable,  and  from  the 
character  of  her  connections,  she  could  not  have  boen 
in  a  Terj  destitute  condition.  HoweTor,  the  potCaierlcm 
afforded  abundant  evidence,  independent  of  Iha  itepia, 
of  ^he  sjphilitic  taint  j  one  groin  was  extefii(ively 
cicatrized,  and  the  or|6ce  of  the  ragina  filled  with  soA 
granulations,  covered  with  purulent  discharge. 

Mr.  Soden  observed,  that  Dr.  OeorgeBndd  had  pub> 
lished  in  the  Medical  Gazette  several  cases  illustrative 
.  of  disease  of  the  brain,  occurring  in  syphilitic  Sttb)ect8, 
and  the  fact  of  their  coincidence  and  probable  connec- 
tion is  believed  by  several  of  ^he  highest  authorities  in 
the  profession,  but  direct  evidence  from,  dissectieif  ^as 
been  hitherto  wanting.  As  far  as  this  single  observa- 
tion may  be  trusted,  it  woolJ  appear  that  secondary 
ayphilis,  in  attacking  the  br^in,  maintains  the  type  of 
an  eruptive  disease  there,  as  it  does  in  the  skid.  It 
must,  however,  be  admitted,  that  the  symptoma  of  this 
case  differed  greatly  from  those  narrated  by  Dr.  Budd, 
which  were  more  chronic,  and  attended  by  para^sis; 
they  were  also  slight  in  character,  and  not  fatal,  at  least 
during  the  time  they  were  under  Dr.  Budd's  observa. 
tion.  Mr.  Soden  did  not  wish  to  lay  too  much  stress  on 
the  appearances  in  this  case  in  support  of  the  view  be 
had  suggested,  but  thooght  it  worthy  of  being  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  Society. 

Cabb  JiXXl^nP^tipneBa ;  titidity  of  countenance ;  phy* 
$ical  wfn^of.ihe  advanoid  stage  offt^mmoniA  of  the 
right  eida:  d^ath.^DiuectUtn  :  JU^ht  lung  fff$ien4id 
the  second  and  third  stages  of  pneumonitu        ^  \ 

Br.  Davies  exhibited  the  right  lung  of  a  man,  38  years 
of  age,  whose  histi^ry  was  as  follows  »^Abo«t^fei<r 
years  before  his  present  attack,  he  suffered  'frdin 
inflammatory  disease  of  the  cheat,  for  which  be  waa 
>  bled,  cupped,  and  blftstazed ;  previously  to  that  time  and 
since  he  had  eiQoyed  gaod  health.  His  present  illness 
commenced  ten  days  before  hia  admission  into  the 
bospiul,  at  which  time  he  was  seised  with  rigors,  fol- 
lowed  by  sweating,  afterwards  with  considerablo  pain 
in  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  and  difficultyof  breathing; 
his  cough  was  trifling,  expectoration  not  mnch,  end'-ao 
blood  as  far  as  he  had  observed.  On  admission^  his 
coun^nance  was  somewhat  livid,  and  expressive  of 
anxiety  and  exhaustion.  His  position  in  W  was  on  the 
right  side,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  mueh  raisid' 
On  making  an  examination  of  the  chest,  the  whole  of 
the  lower  and  posterior  part  of  the  right  side  was  foutd 
dull  on  peroDSsion;  on  applying  tlM  ear  over  the  same 
legion,  there  was  heard  an  abundant  moist  r&Ie,  the 
bubbles  being  of  a  rather  laige  size ;  in  the  iufVa  and 
sopra-spinona  regions  there  was  little  audible,  exospt 
loud  tubular  blowing;  the  left  side  of  tha#  ^Irim 
aovnded   naturally    on   percussion^    tfaa  xei^iratory 


murmur  was  clear,  except  an  occasional  moiat  r&Isf 
the  sonnds  of  the  heart  were  natural.  The  pulse  was- 
132,  vibrating  beneath  the  finger,  but  without  much* 
power ;  res|^rations  52  in  the  minute ;  the  tongue  dark- 
coloured,  glazed  and  cracked ;  bowels  confiued.  The 
momiaf  following  bis  admission  into  the  hospital  he 
died,,  no  change  in  the  symptoms  having  taken  place. 

Examination  thirty  hours  aAer  death.  On  laying, 
open  the  thorax,  the  whole  of  the  right  lung  was  found: 
adherent  to  the  costal  plepra  by  firm  old  adheaions^ 
probably  coincident,  in  point  of  time,  with  his  illness 
four  years  previously.  The  entire  lung,  with  the  ezcep. 
tion  of  the  apex,  and  a  portion  of  the  external  border^ 
was  in  a  state  of  complete  condensation,  the  lower  part 
of  the  upper,  and  the  whole  of  the  middle  lobe  being 
in  that  state  described  as  red  hepatization,  inferiorly 
passing  into  the  third  stage,  or  that  of  soAening,  whilst 
the  lower  lobe  had  already  attained  that  condition, 
a  section  presenting  a  dirty  yellowish-brown  colour, 
and  yielding,  on  compression,  a  quantity  of  dark- 
coloured  purulent  matter.  The  left  lung  was  slightly 
adherent ;  at  the  apex  emphysematous  to  a  considerable 
degree,  but  otherwise  healthy.  The  other  viscera  were 
natural,  with  the  exception  of  being  congested. 
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Serenth  Session.— First  Meeting,  October  8th,  1847. 

Mr.  TuKTON  in  the  Chair. 
Mr.  Ray  was  elected  President. 
Msssrs.  Lsw  and  Skinner  were  re-elected  Secretariei. 

It  was  resolved  nnanimonsly,— 

"  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  laambersof  this  Soeie^, 
at  the  first  meeting  of  th^  present  Session,  to,  convwj  to 
Mrs.  Storrs,  of  Doncasteri^  a  respectful  ifxprefmon  of 
their  heartfelt  r^et  for  theloas  which  she  and  tbej 
hare  sustained  in  the  dea^h.jCkf  Mr.  Storrs,  a  mott 
active  member  of  the  medical  professioi),  an^  a  Taloable 
corresponding  member  of  this  Society ;  and  that  thej 
humbly  trust  that  Mrs.  Storrs  will  receire  oonaolatioB 
under  her  sad  and  painful  herearement,  fron  that 
good  Providence,  to  whose  inscrutable  dtspensationa 
all  must  submissively  bow.*' 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned. 


ANALYSIS  OF   A   MEMOIR  ON    STRICTURE 
OF  THE  URETHRA. 

By  M.  Retbard,  of  Lyons. 
{Trantlaiedfee  the  Ptevincial  Medical  and  SurgieaiJoumai,} 

Although  during  the  last  few  years  many*intereating 
communications  on  the  subject  of  urethral  strictarra 
have  been  produced,  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  any 
marked  advance  has  been  made  in  their  treatnant 
The  author  of  the  present  communication  has  studied 
these  affections  under  a  new  point  of  view»  aad 
considers  that  he  has  coniriboted  mnch  new  and 
valuable  information  respecHng  them.  He  goes  ao 
far  even  aa  to  say,  that  the  method  which  he  has 
to  propose  is  the  enly  really  cn^aUve  one.    In 
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Ihis  aueitioD,  tie  doAs  not  ciisgoise  the  fsct  that  the 
■aortlij  of  his  ideae  respecting-  the  pathogeny  and 
therapentics  of  the  urethral  strlctuM  maj  render  then 
dlAenlt  of  acoeptance,  bat  be  trasts  that  the  good  faith 
with  which  they  are  propounded/  and  the  care  with 
which  his  experiments  on  animals  haT»beflliperfbnned# 
will  give  him  coneidevable  claims  tp  a  patient  hearing. 

Tn  the  sneceediAg  portions  of  his  meuob,  the  aatbor 
enters  vpen— firsly  the  oanses  of  striotore;  secondly, 
Ihe  pathological  anatomy;  and  thirdly,  the  treatment. 

Among  thfreaosestff  8trictQre,he  considers  separately, 
iniattmation  and  injories,  tnasmnch  ss  he  conceives 
that  their  mode  of  action  is  wideiy  different. 

I.— Cavsks  or  Strictcbe. 

Injlammalion  0/  the  Urethra  as  a  Cause  of  Slrieiure, 
In  speaking  of  stricture,  as  succeeding  InBammation 
of  the  urethra,  the  author  advances  a  new  theory, 
which  he  belieres  to  be  worthy  of  attention,  as  sug- 
gestire  of  important  practical  consequences.  He  declares 
for  instance,  that  urethral  indammaiion  does  not 
induce  stricture  by  leaving. the  parietes  of  the  canal 
in  a  state  of  engorgement  and  induration,  as  is  generflClly 
believed,  but  that  the  inflammation  operates  by  in- 
ducing a  degeneration  of  the  affected  tissues,  and 
converting  them  into  a  strictare,  which,  up  to  a  certain 
point,  remains  extensile,  but  subsequently  becomes  f  to  recent  strictures ;  those  bf  old  date  are  always  in  thfr 


by  laceration,  by  torsion  of  the  penis»  careleu  cathe- 
terism,  &c  After  proriog  that  transrerse  woanda 
induce  contraction  of  the  oanol,  he  shews  that  longl- 
tadinal  incistoyiSy  instead  of  having  the  same  effect^ 
tend  on  the  contrary  to  enlarge  its  calibre.  From- 
this  /act  he  was  led  to  the  treatment  of  strictare  by. 
incision. 

n.— Pathological  Anatomy  or  SnticruEE. 

Much  attention  hss  of  late  years  been  paid  t(K> 
the  morbid  anatomy  of  ure*brsl  strictares,  but  although 
examination  has  demonstrated  that  they  consist  of 
fibrous  or  fibro-cartllaginous  tissue,  the  formation 
'  and  properties  of  this  tissue  are  still '  nndescribed* 
nos  it  is  generally  beliered,  that  strictures  are 
composed  ot  a  tissue  susceptible  of  resolution,  and 
the  therapeutical  influence  of  bougies,  &C.3  is  sup- 
posed to  depend  upon  their  power  of  exciting  absorp. 
lion.  This  theory  the  author  affirms  to  be  untenable* 
'if  his  views  of  the  nature  of  the  anormal  stricture 
be  received.  He  supposes  thst  the  new  tissue  Is 
fibrous,  both  in  recent  and  in  old  strictures,  because 
^Ti  appears  to  him  impossible  that  the  inflammatioa 
can  give  rise  to  an  organized  tissue  at  once.  The 
tfssne  is  sometimes  extensible  and  retractile  at  others- 
altogether  rigid.    '  The  former  properties  belong  only 


rigid  and  inelastic.    This  theory  he  promises  to  elucidate 
more  fully  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  essay. 

Sirictwre,  as  produced  by  Solution  of  ContinuUi/*-^^ 
The  author  is  the  first  who  has  made  the  influence  of 
traumatic  lesions  in  the  production  of  stricture  the 
subject  of  direct  experiment :  this  he  has  done  upon 
dogs  and  other  animals  to  a  great  extent.  Many  forms 
of  injury  are,  he  states,  not  snsceptible  of  inducing 
Btricture,  though  all  have  been  thought  capable  of  so 
doing,  under 'the  impression  that  cicatrices  ensue  from 
«he  wound,  and  ttiese'^eicairices,  as  in  other  parU,  are 
followed  by  contrat:tioti.  This  the  aiithcr  sheas  to  be* 
an  eh'oneous  opinion. 

In  order  to  distinguish  those  forms  of  injury  which 
induce  stricture  from  those  which  do  not,  he  divi^lfs. 
tiiem  into  three  categories,  and  has  recourse  to  expert-^ 
nents  to  decide  the  extent  and  mode  of  action  of  eael^ 
In  the  first  category  he  ranges  all  ulcerations  of  the 
urethra,  whether  succeeding -inflammation^  cauteriza- 
tion, or  other  loss  of  sabsi|nee,  or  whether  induced 
hy  gangrene.  In  the  second,  he  places  injuries  by 
entting  and  laceration  of  the  urethra;  in  the  third, 
those  solutions  of  continuity  which  are  the  con- 
sequence  of  contusions  and  rupture  of  the  corpos* 
spongiosum. 

Ulceration, — The  result  of  the  anthor's  experiments 
is,  that  the  cicatrices  which  follow  ulceration  of  the 
tirethra  determine  stricture  by  destroying  the  elasticUf! 
of  the  old  tissues,  and  also  in  Tirtne  of  the  contractility* 
of  the  new.  For  this  reason  he  condemns  canterlsa. 
tion  as  a  remedy. 

Wounds   by^  tficiston.— The  anihor   has  also  insti* 
tuted  numerous  experiments  on  animals,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  influence  of  wounds  by  cutting 
instmments.  He  divides  these  wounds  into  longitndiniilN 
and  transverse,  the  latter  including,  also  those  iodaeed 


latter  condition. 

Following  up  this  idea  that  urethral  stricture  is  at 
all  periods  composed  of  a  tissue  of  transformation,  and 
that  the  only  difference  between  the  recent  and  the  old 
is  the  degree  of  organization  of  their  paHetei,  the 
author  declares  that  they  cannot  be  cured  by  dilatation, 
which  is  at  best  but  a  palliative  measure.  What  the 
treatment  is  which  he  considers  most  successful,  he 
next  proceeds  to  describe. 

III.— TREATHfilTT. 

The  cure  of  urethral  strictbVei^is  attempted  prin- 
cipally by  the  three  means  of  dilatation,  cauterization^ 
and  division  by  a  cutting  instrument^  or  urethrotomy. 
Before  he  speaks  of  these  measures,  the  authoi 
;premises  that  he  acknowledges  those  cases  alone  as 
cured,  in  which  the  canal  of  the  urethra  has  been 
permanenUy  restored. 

Dilatation  and  cauterizaiian  .are  passed  over  by  the 
author  as  unworthy  of  the  least  confidence  as  regards 
a  permanent  cure;  the  latter  in  psrticalar,  he  has 
proved  by  experiment,  to  be  a  powerful  means  of 
producing  the  very  lesion  it  is  intended  to  remoTO. 

Urethrotomy  is  the  term  used  to  signify  the  divisioti 
of  the  parietes  of  a  stricture  in  the  urethra.  The 
operation  is  performed  under  various  modifications. 
According  to  one  method,  dilatation  is  the  main  agent, 
and  the  scarification  is  considered  as  a  subsidiary 
measure ;  by  the  other  method  or  that  of  incision,  the- 
dirision  of  the  stricture  is  the  principal  agency. 

Satrification  is  a  complex  measure,  because  it  is 
always  necessary  to  associate  with  it  the  use  of  sounds^ 
for  the  purpose  of  dilating  the  incised  parts.  Scarifica- 
tion  is  not  a  new  method  of  treating  these  accidents^ 
bat  the  instruments  which  were  formerly  need  rendered 
the  operation  so  dangerous,  that  it  was  all  butabandoned, 
when  M.  Amussat  rsTived  it  with  the  assistance  ot 
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'  more  perfect  inttniineau.  From  thii  tine  it  became  a 
'  faTMrite  methed  of  treating  striotnrei  and  many  ■uc* 
'  geons  hare  inTented  new  or  modiied  existing  forms  of 
-ecarifieators.  The  author  considers  it  woald  be  a  waste 
of  time  to  describe  these  Tarions  fnstitimentsj  but 
remarks  solelj  that  none  of  them  are  fuUj  capable  of 
«ffecting  what  is  required  of  them,  as  they  do  not  cut 
thro«gh  the  entire  thickness  of  the  morbid  tissues. 

Although  scarification  can  only  be  considered  as 
,  anxUiary  to  dilatation,  it  has  numerous  partizaos 
among  those  who  ponsider  that  a  stricture  is  cured 
when  the  canal  readily  admits  a  sound  of  large  diman* 
aiens«  The  author  was  at  one  time  one  of  the^ 
adherents,  but  since  he  has  regarded  those  strictures 
only  as  cured  which  cannot  be  reproduced,  and  has 
noticed  that  those  which  he  has  removed  by  scarifica- 
tion, returned  as  readily  as  those  treated  by  dilatation 
alone,  or  by  cauterization,  he  has  abandoned  the 
operation  as  far  a«  its  association  with  dilatation  A 
concerned,  and  has  recourse  to  deeper  incision,  as  the 
.  Bole  operative  proceeding.  His  method  of  operating, 
together  with  the  instruments  employed,  are  thu^ 
described  by  him  :— 

The  ureihrotonjie  most  used  by  the  author,  is  one 

which  he  has  recently  de vised ^i  which  consista  of  a 

canula  in  the  shape  of  an  ordinary  sound,  a  handl^ 

and  a  blade.    The  canula  is  formed  of  the  straight 

portion  of  a  cathetei^f  which  is  sometimes  finish^  off 

with  a  button,  at  others  with  the  ordinary  curved  portion 

of  the  instrument  It  is  cleft  on  the  right  side  through 

three  fourths  of  iu  length;  and  in  this  cleft  the  blade 

is  made  to  play.    The  handle  or  rod  which  works  the 

blade  is  of  a  diameter  sufficient  to  fit  the  canula,  and 

consists  of  two  straight  pieces  of  steel,  which  at  the 

inner  end  move  on  the  principle  of  a  cog  and  wheel. 

One  of  these  branches  which  is  slightly  larger  then  the 

other  has  the  bladet^ttached  by  a  spiral  screw,  and 

presents  a  grove  behind  this,  iu  which  a  button-like 

projection  of  the  other  branch  is  made  to  glide.    At  the 

upper  extremity  of  this  branch,  a  screw  traverse  is 

attached,  in  which  a  nnt  moves,  by  which  the  instn;|. 

ment  is  opened.    The  blade  as  has  before  been  stated, 

is  fixed  upon  the  larger  branch  of  the  handle,  by  a 

apiral  screw.    This  blade,  can  be  made  to  project  an 

inch  if  necessary,  at  the  same  time  preserving  such  an 

inclination  as  to  render  the  division  of  the  stricture 

a  matter  of  facility.    It  is  made  to  project  and  to 

re-enclose  itself  in  the  canula,  by  appropriate  move- 

monts  of  the  screw  apparatus  at  the  head  of  the  handle. 

The  advantage  of  this  instrument,  which,  however, 

cannot  be  well  described  without  the  assistance  of  n 

drawing,  is  said  by  the  author  to  consist  in  the  fact  that 

it  does  not  cut  in  the  act  of  withdrawing  the  canula,  as 

is  the  case  with  other  urethrotomes,  but  that  iU  action 

takes   place    while  the   instrument    remains    in  the 

nrethra,  and  the  parts  are  consequently  in  a  state  ^ 

tension* 

The  operation  iUelf  has  three  sUges— 1st,  the  intro- 
duction  ot  the  instrument  beyond  the  stricture ;  2nd, 
the  acUon  ot  opening  it ;  3rd,  the  division  of  the  parts. 

Before  passing  the  instrument,  iu  length  is  appoc- 
tioned  to  the  depth  of  the  stricture,  and  the  necessary 
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extent  to  which  the  bladf  is  to.prqiept  is  aTi»i^q4s 
the  canala  is  then  introduced.  To  open  the  inatni- 
men^  th«  branch  of  the  handle  which  liAs  th^  blade  i% 
drawn  out  as  far  as  the  regnlating  niit.  In  thia  moY9- 
ment  the  blade  is  made  to  project  horn,  tbe  canula  jto 
the  intettdaii  degree.  The  penis  is  then  atiiptohed  along 
thaoanaia,  so  as  to  give  the  naoesaary  teaaioa  to  ^a 
walla  of  tha  arethra.  The  division  of  the  aiiipMlfa  t> 
then  made  by  withdrawing  the  handle  for  a  fe^  linof ; 
thia  Mag  dona,  it  is  again  depiaasad,  and  a  aecopd 
tima.  withdrawn  for  a  space  o{  two  iocbas.  3y  thi^tba 
oretlhra  is  divided  through  ita  entire  tbicknaia,  andi  ^M 
canula  is  withdrawn. 

la  order  to  prevent  the  agglutination  of  the  inoiiiooa 
by  firm  inextensible  cicatrices,  which  would  .only 
increase  the  evil,  the  author  advises  that  a  sound  ahoald 
be  passed  once  or  twice  a  ^y.  The  keeping  a  aound 
in  the  urethra  until  cicatrization  has  taken  place,  lia 
considers  bad  practice,  as  by  inducing  suppuration  of 
the  wound  it  tends  to.  caoae.  the  formation  of  a  mora 
extensive  cicatrix- 

[It  appears  from  the  above  account  of  the  op^ratiouv 
that  it  difiters  from  others  in  the  extent  to  which  tha 
incision  is  carried,  this  being  not  merely  through  Ihft 
condensed  substance  of  the  stricture,  but  involving  also 
the  healthy  subjacent  tissue  of  the  urethra.  This  Is, 
according  to  the  author,  a  necessary  condition  to  suc- 
cess. Oar  surgical  readers  will  be  the  best  judges  of 
the  value  of  the  operation,  which  were  it  not  for  tho 
appearance  of  deep  consideration  given  to  it  by  actual 
and  numerous  experiments,  we  should  denounca  aa 
an  unnecessarily  severe  proceeding.] 

GENERAL  MEETING  OF  POOR-LAW  MEDICAL 

OFPICEftSi.  ^ 


A  meeting  of  medical  officeh  of  Poor-Law  anions, 
ivith  a  view  to  an  amelioration  of  the  present  system 
of  Poor-Law  medical  relief,  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
October  28th,  at  the  Hanover-square  Rooms.  Thefe 
were  present  about  200  gentlemen  from  vapous  parts 
of  the  kingdom^  nfost  of  them  being  deputed  also  to 
represent  the  medical  men  of  their  neighbourhcKKls  fa 
the  occasion* 

Dr.  Burton,  of  WalaaU,.faaTiagbeen  called  to  the  chair, 
proceeded  to  open  the  boainess  of  the  day.    The  subiect 
that  was  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  meeting  was  one 
possessing  much  public  interest  in  its  most  important 
bearings.    The  gentlemen  present  were  members  and 
Representatives  of  a  body  that,  under  the  operation  of 
the  New  Poor  Law,  had  to  complain  that  they  were 
straitened  in  the  honourable  performiince  of  their  duty 
by  the  feeling  that  it  was  a  tax  upon  their  pockets 
which  many  of  them  were  fearfully  unable  to  sustain. 
Their  case  could  not  be  brought  out  without  being 
opposed  to  what  were  supposed  to  be  the  interests  of 
a  very  large  and  influential  body,  who  did  not  always 
exercise    that   humanity  and   discretion  w:hich  th^ 
claimed  from  their  medical  officers^he  referred  to  the 
ratepayers  of  England  ;  but  he  hoped  the  case  of  tlte 
medical  profession  would  now  be  put  in  lo  strong  a 
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•tepe»  tfait  for  very  shame  Ihcf  fmrtka  coneerned  wosM 
b^vsable  to  relbt  It  He  would  only  fnnlier  taggMt 
tetoperenee  in  obfenratioo,  and  1iee|4nf  at  far  as 
pMible  from  anjrthiog  that  conld  create  a  aisfle 
enemy  to  the  cane  id  hand. 

Mr.  Hea]y»  the  lecretary,  then  stated  that  meetingi 
off  medical  practMoneri' had  been  held  in  the  uoiona 
ia-tlM  eiMintry,  with  a  view  to  thciff  sentimenta  being 
lidd  before  thie  comrentioD^  together  with  a  retnra  of 
tbe  %tate  of  the  sereral  dittKeti  with  regard  te  medical 
lelief/  The  reioliitioDs  agreed  to  at  jomeoftheee 
aseetidgtwcffeiead.  Al  Walsall  the  reeelotionsrecon»< 
mended  payment  of  medical  offieers  by  a  mfavy, 
ddealaled  from  the  feglslen  of  sicknest  and  mortality 
Inr  the  sereral  unions  since  1837,  and  liable  to  be 
refiewed  at  stated  periods;  and  that  if  it  should  be 
tlidnght  denrable  to  contin||ei  as  at  present,  a  snpple* 
ibeBtary  table  of  ftt*  for'  cases  requiring  an  nnnsoal 
•lercise  of  snrgical  skill  and  energy,  or  any  nnvsmdly 
Idng'or  ezpensire  attendance,  those  foes  should  be 
ftied  by  tbe  conacils  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  and 
Society  of  Apothecaries  or  a  committee  formed  of 
vembers  of  those  bodies.  It  was  found  impossible  to 
g«  throogh  all  these  communications  in  public;  it  was 
slated  that  there  was  scarcely  a  union  surgeon  in 
Um  country  who  had  not  communicated  with  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  this  morement ;  and  it  was 
nndcrstood  that  the  documents  thus  fumlsfaed  would 
be  carefully  considered  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed. 

The  secretary  also  read  letters  of  apology  for  absence, 
aid  expressing  cenenrrsnce  in  the  object  of  the  con- 
vention, written  by  Dr.  Heygate,  Mr.  Calbiway,  Dr. 
Watson.  Dr.  Todd  Thomson,  Mr.  Chithrie»  and  Mr.  W. 
W.  Cooper. 

Mr*  Daniell,  of  Newport  Fsgnell,  mdred  the  first 
ntdutidn  ;«^ 

'*  That  medical  men  ^dhkrged  with  attendance  on  the 
poor  are  required  to  be  thoroughly  and  practically 
acquainted  with  every  branch  of  their  profession ;  thai 
they  are  liable  to  be  called  at  the  shortest  notice,  and 
vithont  sssistanoe,  to  treat  the  severest  forms  of  disease, 
and  tlie  moat  formidable  injuries  which  erery  species  of 
aoddent  may  piodnce^  as  well  as  to  attend  the  most 
dHBcnlt  and  appalling  cases  which  obstetric  practice  can 
preseol.  That  id  the  diKbarge  of  these  duties  they  hare 
sot  only  to  contend  with  the  anxieties  inseparable  from 
such  weighty  responsibility,  but  are  brought  into  situa- 
tions the  most  trying  and  repulsive,  not  only  from  the 
multiplied  annovances  which  attend  them,  but  from  con- 
centrated contagion  and  other  causes  of  disease,  to  which 
many  of  this  valuable  class  of  men  have  been  victims ; 
that  the  morifice  of  time,  labour,  and  rest,  which  thQr 
are  required  to  make  is  great  and  nnlimiied ;  and  that 
the  pecuniary  e3[penses  necenarily  incurrred  in  visiting 
their  patients  and  supplying  the  means  of  relief  are  una- 
toidably  heavy.  That,  in  addition  to  these  trials,  inherent 
to  their  office,  there  are  others  of  a  moral  character  very 
liable  to  be  concomitant  with  them,  and  of  a  kind  most 
painfully  to  affect  minds  of  a  highly  honourable  and 
sensitive  class,  to  which  it  is  sufficient  merely  to  allude. 
That  the  mode  in  which  these  services  are  required  to  be 
performed,  and  the  scanty  remuneration  awarded  to  tbe 
medical  men  engaged  in  them,  constitute  a  grievance 
which  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated,  and  for  which  redreu 


Aoold  earnestly  be  sought.  That  in  many  instanoes  the 
number  of  persons  amongst  whom  the  casaaities  of  disewe 
and  accident  may  occur,  and  the  area  to  be  traversed  ti» 
visiting  the  patients,  are  so  great  as  to  render  early^ 
constant,  and  satisbclory  attendance  phjsically  impossible. 
That  the  pecuniary  remuneration  being  granted  on  no 
fixed  principle  or  scale  varies  greatly  in  different  localities ; 
but  that  in  almost  all  it  is  so  disproportionately  small^ 
and  in  very  many  of  them  falls  so  far  short  of  the  exl 
pense  incurred,  u  to  tended  a  large  porfioii  of  the  medi* 
cat  relief  bestowed  on  ttfe  sick  poor  a  tax  on  indfvidnal 
members  of  the  medical  professibn,  instead-  of  rsstingj 
like  clothing,  food,  and  other  forms  of  refief,  npon  tbe 
tttepayleg  perishioiiers  ta  general." 

Mr.  Danlell,  after  a  few  preliminary  observations, 
remarked,  that  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  duty 
which  man  owed  to  man  that  the  services  of  medical 
med  should  be  unrewarded,  or  paid  for  at  a  rate  which 
put  profit  out  of  the  question.  There  were  in  that 
profession,  as  in  all,  venal  men — men  who  would  con* 
tract  for  attendance  on  the  poor  with  a  mental  reserve* 
tion  that  they  would  not  be  losers ;  but  who  then  were 
the  victims  ?  Why,  the  poor  first,  and,  in  a  secondary 
sense,  the  guardians;  for  the  protracted  illness,  or 
permanent  infirmity,  of  the  poor  patient,  swelled  out 
the  relieviog-officer's  accounts.  In  the  majority  of 
the  unions  of  this  kingdom  the  salaries  of  the  medical 
officers  wonld  not  pay  for  the  value  of  the  medicine 
administered  if  charged  at  the  prices  received  by  an 
ordinary  druggist.  Take  the  Newport  Pagnell  union ; 
the  parish  of  Astwood  was  three  miles  from  the  medical 
attendant,  the  population  was  242,  and  the  doctor 
received  £2  a-year;  Bradwell,  population  374,  salary 
£2,  10s. ;  Brayfield,  population  83,  salary  10s.,  and 
so  on.  From  the  parish  books  at  the  best  time  of  the 
year,  the  payment  appeared  to  be,  on  the  whole,  2s.  6d» 
a^head  for  adult  paupers,  and  6d.  for  a  child.  In 
many  instances  the  patientt  lived  five  or  six  miles 
from  the  medical  officers ;  and  there  were  many  toU« 
gates.  If  it  \7tTt  asked  why  these  duties  had  continued 
to  be  undertaken  by  medical  men,  the  answer  was 
that  they  had  been  from  year  to  year  expecting  a 
change.  In  his  (Mr.  Danieira)  union,  they  went  in 
«  body  to  the  board  of  guardians,  and  he  proved  that 
during  the  year  be  bad  dispensed  medicine  to  the  poor 
to  such  an  extent,  that  charging  for  it  as  a  druggist 
wonld,  and  allowing  nothing  for  journe]^s  or  skill,  he 
was  absolotely  £24  mtnue;  the  commissioner  who  wae 
present  overwhelmed  the  medical  gentlemen  with  cem« 
pliments  for  their  gentlemanly  behaviour  and  their 
temperate  exposition  of  facts,  and  intimated  that  when 
he  next  came  he  should  invite  some  of  them  to  dinner, 
to  talk  the  matter  over ;  but,  alas !  the  salmon  had 
never  leaped  into  the  net,  nor  the  mutton  fattened  in 
the  pastures,  which  was  to  grace  that  festive  board. 
The  grievance  complained  of  must  be  carried  to  tbe 
fountain  head.  The  Government  must  be  asked,  as 
they  had  taken  upon  themselves  half  tbe  expense,  to 
see  to  the  remuneration  of  tbe  medical  attendance 
upon  the  sick  poor,  and  either  to  tax  the  parishioners 
according  to  the  population,  or  to  employ  an  actuary 
to  form  some  correct  scale  of  charges,  with  extra 
charges  for  mileage  when  a  distance  was  travelled. 
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We  UbouH  of  a  clergTUiaa  were  not  saperior,  if  equat, , 
to  those  of  a  nedieal  man;  yet  be  obserred  recently 
an  instance  where  the  nedtcal  officer  of  a  union  had 
but  £90  a-year«  and  the  clergyman  jf200.  In  his 
(Mr.  Danieirs]  union  the  clergyman  got  if 50  a-year. 
And  here  let  one  fact  be  mentioned  wichout  stating 


fever.  The  medical  attendant  considered  that  she 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  ciengyman's 
▼isity  and  could  not  advise  him  to  go.  Bat  she 
got  better,  and  the^  she  bad  a  desire  to.  see  him. 
His  answer  was,  "  No,  no ;  it  is  fever.    I  shaU  not  go ; 


that  the  fiied  remuneration  in  rural  districts  for  perma* 
nent  paupers  should  be  such  as  to  afford  the  practi- 
tioner 6s.,  or  6s.  6d.  per  case,  to  be  augmented  if  the 
extent  of  distriet  demanded,  and  not  to  exceed  lOs. 
But  he  (Mr.  Tasker]  was  attending  paupers  at  first  at 
Is.  3id*  per  case.    On  remonstrating  and  producing 


where    it    occurred :— >A   poor    woman   had    typhnf  i  ^  that  iaetriictional  letter,  his  salary  was  raised  from  £30 


to  £40,  making  about  2s.  a  case.  The  commissioners 
seemed  willing  to  do  what  was  right,  but  they  dare  not 
where  the  guardians  could  get  medical  men  to  take 
eases  at  2s.  6d.  .Medical  men  entered  the  profeasioii 
lo  live  by  it,  as  other  men'  did;   and  any  system  of 


I  might  take  it  home."    No  one  present  would  grudg^-  >  government  that  depended  npon  extraordinary  and  rai« 


a  clergyman  his  fair  salary,  but  it  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered in  comparing  the  two  cases,  that  a  medical  man 
had  not  any  such  privilege  as  this. 


virtues  in  its  officers,  were  sure  to  end  ill ;  so  the  com« 
missioners  themselves  told  the  liverpbol  guardians. 
He  hod  frequently  seen  cases,  where,  not  exactly  frooi 


Mr.  Pearson,  of  Woolton,  Lancashire,  chairman  of  '  neglect,  but  from  the  operation  of  the  Poor  Laws,  the 


a  meeting  at  Prescot,  in  seconding  the  motion,  stated 


that  he  had  to  represent  the  case  of  a  union  which^ ''impaired,  by  not  having  proper  attention  and  proper 


contained  a  population  of  14,700,  and  the  medical 
officer  had  £S0  a-year.-  In  St.  Helen's  the  population 
was  25,000;  salary  £50;  Rainford,  2,000;  salary^ 
£10.  In  the  district  of  Much  Woolton,  where  he 
(Mr.  Pearson)  was  the  medical  officer,  the  population 
was  about  7,000 ;  1,600  of  them  lived  three  miles  from 
bis  house,  and  600  of  them  five  miles ;  and  he  had 


the  fever  which  so  much  prevailed  about  Liverpool, 
and  was  obliged  to  pay  an  assistant  at  the  rate  of  £50' 
a-year  for  doing  that  for  which  bis  salary  was  £10 
a-year.  The  guardians  compelled  him  to  do  so ;  they 
would  not  allow  him  to  throw  up  the  office  then.  But 
when  he  applied  a  few  weeks  ago  for  an  advance  of 
salary,  they  said  theuj  "No,  you  may  give  up  your 
office."  . 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  as  also 
were  all  the  resoiuttens. 

M.  Tasker,  of  MelSoume,  moved,  — 

**  That  the  medical  relief  at  present  provided  for  tbe 
poor  must  be  foulty  and  inadequate  as  respects  bo(h  the 
patients  and  the  public,  is  the  necessary  consequence  of 
the  errors  which  have  been  pointed  cat  as  inheres 
in  the  system  itself.  That  though  sn  immense  amount 
of  unrequited  professional  assistance  is  afforded,  the  limits 
of  physical  capability  and  .pecnnisry  resouroes  preclude 
medical  officers  from  the  possibility  of  giving  prompt 
professional  asslsianoe.in  many  instances.  That  it  results 
from  these  defects  in  the  system  that  patients  who  might 
by  early  and  efficient  treatment  be  quickly  cured  or 
xelieved,  and  placed  in  a  situation  to  support  theipseives 
and  their  families,  may  become  a  charge  on  their  parishes 
for  aggravsted  sickness  and  burial,  or  for  protracted 
relief  to  themselves  and  their  families.  That  the  extra 
expense  is  not  confined  to  that  which  might  be  made 
apparent  trom  the  parish  books,  but  tends  to  swell  the 
sums  expended  in  hospitals,  dispensaries,  orphan  asyhims, 
and  other  institutions,  besides  an  invaluable  amount 
of  individual  charily." 

The  sick  poor  mast- suffer  as  long  as  the  medical 
officer  was  underpaid ;  it  was  not  in  the  nature  of  man 
to  do  work  zealously  and  well,  for  which  he  was 
underpaid.     Tbe  commissioners  themselves  knew  it. 


patient  had  been  very  much  injured,  anil  his  healtli 


things  to  support  him.  He  (Mr.  Taskisr)  had  himsetC 
reminded  the  guardians,  "  If  I  choose,  I  can  withold 
medicines ;  I  can  protract  fever  several  wteks,  and  bf 
not  securing  the  patient's  early  return  to  health,  I  maj 
lay  the  ground  for  long-standing  diseate ;  yon  have  no 
control  over  my  judgment."  All  that  was  asked  was» 
that  they  should  act  on  principle,  as  they  expected 


the  liberal  sum  of  £10  a-year.    Last  year  he  caugfai  [  medlcial  men  to  do.    He  (Mr.  Tasker)  had  done  his  duty 

by  the  guardians ;  he  challenged  them  to  make  a  charge 
against  him ;  and,  therefore,  he  was  fearleu  alike  of 
them  and-  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Cantrell,  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  Matlock, 
seconded  the  resolution.  He  had  known  a  district  let 
to  a  person  living  six  miles  from  the  principal  mark'eC 
town,  and  ten  miles  from  the  extreme  of  the  district; 
and  in  one  se&se  it  answered  very  well,  for  he  lived  so 
fSr  off  that  they  could  not  send  for  him  much.  That 
district  was,  very  properly,  divided  now.  The  rates 
were  certainly  Increased  by  att  hieffident  attendance 
on  the  poor;  and  nine-tenths  of  the  medical  officer* 
were  losing  money  by  the  poor,  but  were  doing  theit 
duty  by  tbem.  The  system  was  bad ;  but  in  truth 
there  hsrdly  seemed  any  system,  for  in  one  union  tbe 
payment  per  case  varied  from  Is.  to  5s.,  and  on  tbe 
population  it  varied  from  £4  to  £22  per  1000. 

Mr.  White,  senior  officer  of  tbe  Holborn  Union* 
believed  that  was  the  oofy  union  where  the  guardians 
would  not  pay  the  medical  officers  for  midwifery  cases. 
(No,  no.)  The  commissioners  found  that  those  cases 
were  not  paid  for,  and  they  wrote  to  the  board; 
they  calculated  that  the  midwifery  would  come  to 
about  £20  a-year,  and  they  arranged  to  pay  for 
inidwifery  cases,  and  deduct  that  amount  from  tbe 
previous  salaries.  No  redress  would  ever  be  got  from 
the  boards  of  guardians^  Owing  to  tbe  awful  increase 
df  disease  this  year,  lie  had  already  had  to  attend  2,627 
cases,  and  his  salary  gave,  as  nearly  as  possible,  8}d  pe  r 
eise.  Last  year  he  found  that  it  was  not  a  halfpenny 
per  case  per  day.  Tbe  clergyman  itt  that  workhouse 
had  £80  a-year ;  he  attended  twice  on  Sunday,  antf 
occasionally  in  the  week ;  he  was  not  overpaid.  But, 
look  at  the  clerks  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians.    In  the 


and  they  ought  to  see  that  their  instructions  we^  Jlolbom  Union,  the  clerk  had  something  Uke  £250 
carried  out.    In  a  minute  of  June,  1839,  they  suted  '  a-year,  and  could  go  oat  of  town  in  the  inmmer ;  the 
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clerks  might  not  be  overpaid,  bnt  they  were  getting 
Biore  than  donble  tlie  medical  officer's  pay,  for  abonta 
third  of  bis  worlc.  It  was.  said,  '*  Ob,  if  you  get  to 
attend  these  unions  the  rich  will  employ  you«'*  No 
snch  thing ;  it  was  impossible.  His  (Mr.  White's) 
income,  as  a  private  practitioner,  had  decreased  £ZQO 
n-year  since  he  had  this  appointment.  Coold  he  be 
restored  to  the  practice  he  then  held,  he  would  throw 
this  to  the  winds.  Then  it  was  said,  **  Oh,  if  you  will 
not  do  the  work,  others  will."  That  was  not  the 
answer  of  an  honest  man.  But  the  force  of  public 
opinion  was  being  brought  to  this  subject.  The  press 
was  stirring.  The  TVmet  had  acted  nobly.  .  It  was  not 
the  wish  of  the  public  that  a  medical  man  should  be 
worse  paid  than  the  Teterinary  surgeon  who  took 
charge  of  a  gentleman's  horse ;  and  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Government  and  of  the 
commissioners,  and  they  would  do  what  was  just. 

Mr.  Ebsworth,  of  Bulwell,  deputed  to  attend  by  the 
officers  of  the  Basford  Union,  conid  confirm  the  remark 
just  made ;  he  had  a  horse  lamed  the  other  day«  and 
liad  had  to  pay  24s.  for  three  weeks'  attendance; 


whereas  he  and  his  medical  brethren  received  from  Is,    .orders  for  individual  paupers  was  to  be  6s.  6d.  each. 


Collie  of  Surgeons,  the  Society  of  Apotbeearie*,  the 
I^oviocial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  and  the. 
Naiionai  Institute  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  order  tc^ 
o6(aio  the  aclive  co-operation  of  those  bodies.  That 
the  committee  be  empowered  to  re-asiemble  the  conven- 
tion, and  to  take  such  other  steps  for  the  promotion  of  the. 
object  confided  to  it  as  it  may  deem  expedient,  and  that 
it  do  consist  of  the  fbllowiog  gentlemen,  with  power  to 
adtf  to  their  number  :^ 

James  Heygate,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  President  of  the  Pro-' 
vineial  Medieal  and  Surgical  AssoctaSidn ;  John  Burton, 
M.D.,  WaliaU;  Thomas  Hodgkia,  M.D. ;  G.J.Outbrie, 
Esq ;  Nathaniel  Clifton,  Esq. ;  Wililam  Cantrdl,  Esq.,. 
Wiffksworth;   £.    Daniell,    Esq.,   Newport  Pagneil  ;• 
AMred  Ebsworth,  Esq.,  Bnlwoll ;    H.  W.  Livntt,  Esq., 
W^lls  i   J.  A.  Pearson,  Esq.,  Woolton ;  R.  T.  Tasker, 
Esq.,  Melbourne;   J.   HillweU,   Eaq^  Uxbrtdge;    H. 
Ancell,  Esq. ;  W.  J.  Dale,  Esq. ;  J.  Licldle,  Esq. ;  E.. 
White,  Esq. ;  C.  F.  Lord,  Esq.;  G.  Ross,  Esq." 

Mr.  Lord  observed,  that  he  had  found  goardSana 
e^dcemely  unmanageable  and  most  unreasonable.  Some 
gentlemen  present  seemed  to  wish  for  payment  by  the 
case ;  but  if  the  expense  incurred  by  doling  outseparate 


to  Is.  3d.  per  annum  per  case.  The  guardians  stated 
that  the  extras  nmde  up  for  the  saiaries;  but  those 
extras  were  kept  down,  and  much  di^^r  was  caused 
to  puerperal  women  because  those  orders  were  delayed 
by  assistant  overseers.  In  his  union  there  was  only 
one  medical  officer  who  had  not  to  keep  a  horse  for  the 
aervice  of  the  poor;  and  that  conld  not  be  done  under 
£2b  or  £30  a-year.  The  cost  of  drugs  was  reckoned 
at  £&  for  every  100.  Here  was  one  case  :  area  9,000 
acres ;  population  4,429 ;  patients  in  the  year,  416 ; 
actual  expenditure,  £45 ;  salary,  jf  30.  It  was  impos* 
aible  that,  at  the  low  price  fixed,  the  beautiful  discovery 
of  Jenner  could  be  properly  carried  out.  Amputation 
of  a  limb  in  the  workhouse  was  not  paid  anything 
extra  for.     . 

Pr.  Webster  believed  that  about  6s,  6d.  per  case 
would  be  a  just  and  fair  remuneration ;  2s.  6d.  for 
medicines,  2s.  6d.  for  advice,  and  Is.  6d.  for  mileage, 
but  it  was  absolutely  necesssary  that  medical  men 
ahould  get  rid  of  boards  of  guardians;  there  ought  to 
be  a  medieal  director  or  inspector,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
army  and  navy.  If  he  have  to  inspect  a  certain  num- 
ber of  unions  he  might  be  called  in  in  difficult  cases  in 
consultation.  The  public  press  was  op  the  side  of  the 
medical  men.  J^  THm^t  had  taken  up  their  case, 
and  there  never  was  a  question  taken  up  by  it  when  it 
was  right,  and  it  was  generally  right,  if  not,  always, 
but  what  that  question  was  carried. 

Mr.  Liddle  knew  an  instance  in  which  a  medical 
officer  was  not  re-elected  because  he  would  not  touch 
Ills  hat  to  some  of  the  guardians. 

If  r.  Lord,  of ^Hampateady  moved— 
, "'  That  this  convention  pledges  itself  lo  seek  in  the 
moti  persevenag,  but  temperate  ■tanner,  the  rediesaof 
the  giievances  which  have  been  set  forth ;  that  ipt  this 
imrpose  a  sobaeription  be  raised,  and  a  standing  committee 
be  Ippoiated  to  collect  .and  digest  information  on  t|ie 
subjjct,  to  mem<malize  thii  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Hom4  Department  and  the  Poor-Law  Commissioners, 
ibd  tocommoBkate  with  the  College  of  PhyBiciam,  the 


those  orders  would  be  withheld.  A  gentleman  who- 
received  iB30  from  a  union  applied  to  be  paid  per 
case ;  it  was  agreed  to;  there  was  an  nnnsnal  qnantitT' 
cf, illness  next  year,  but  instead  of  £S0  he  only  got 
jf&«r  £7,  A  heavy  load  lay  at  the  door  of  the  rate- 
payers, who  elected  guardians  who  did  not  discharge 
.their  duties.  People  asked,  "  Why  have  yon  continued* 
this,  then,  so  long  }*'  Partly  he  (Mr.  Lord)  owned, 
that  he  might  get  his  bread  in  the  state  to  which  it 
had  pleased  God  to  call  him ;  and  partly  because  he  had 
felt  determined  to  go  on  steadily,  and  work  out  better 
things.  For  he  was  told,  "  If  you  don't  like  it,  give  it 
up ;  we  can  ring  the  bell  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
and  get  plenty  of  men ;"  and  there  were  medical  naen 
already  in  the  vicinity,  whose  condMon  was  considered 
better  in  the  world  thaivjiia  (Mix^i^^b)  ^1m>  would 
.b4<yieady  to  take  it  if  he  gave  it  up. 

Mr.  Boulger,  of  BletcUey,  in  seoending  the  motion^ 
said  he  undertook  the  charge  of  the  peor^in  a  nnioa 
jilew  years  ago,  at  £70  per  amram,  and  found  he  had 
to  expend  ;^00  in  the  year;  but  he  had  the  pleasure 
of  receiving  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  guardians  for 
losing  j^l30  by  them.  In  the  medical  order  the  com« 
miisioners  directed  certain ' extra  fees  for  surgical' 
operations  and  midwifery,  over  and  above  the  salary, 
but  in  most  of  the  unions  a  reduction  of  salary  was 
thereupon  carried,  and  acceded  to  by  the  commissioner!* 
He  (Mr.  Boulger)  was  attending  a  district  exceeding 
^5i|K)0  acres,  and  including  a  workhouse,  and  he  was 
expected  to  attend  an  institution  containing  120  |>ersooa 
at  %  salary  of  jf  10  a-year ;  the  two  salaries  ought  to 
be  kept  distinct.  There  were  no.  extra  fees  allowed, 
f^r^ surgical  cases  in  the  worjthouse;  he  was  called' 
pear  midnight,  to  see  a  poor  woman  with  strangulated 
hernia,  within  l6o  yards  of  the  workhouse,  and  bad 
her  moved  there  to  try  the  warm  bath  and  other 
remedies ;  an  operation,  However,  had  to  beperfonhed  ' 
but  he  knew  that  by  giving  her  that  chance  he  lost 
Ma  fee  of  £b^  for  that  operaaon  performed  out  of  the 
^iMWouae, 
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Some  eoBMffMrtioa  now  arote  with  respect  to  tbe 
]hracttce  id  particQlar  miioM,  It  wu  stated  that  at 
^est  Ham  extra  fees  were  allowed  for  operations,  even 
in  the  workhouse ;  and  that  at  Leeds  and  Birmingham 
the  gfuardians  had  treated  the  medical  officers  rery 
liberally.  It  was  also  insisted  that  the  salaries  did 
not  rest  wholly  with  the  guardians.  Cor  that  by  the 
Poor-Law  Amendment  Act  the^  commissioners  wese. 
-einpowered  to  regulate  the-avoiuit. 

-Mr.  Livett,  chairman o(  the  Welk  meeting,  moted^ 
"  That  the-^est  Uianks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  John 
Norton,  lif .D.,  for  the  Important  service  which  he  hss 
sAirded  to  this  eouTention  in  eonsentiog  le  t^ke  tfaeehsir 
on  the  pveient  occasion  ;  to  the  Cooncil  of  the  KaiioasJi 
DBsatnte  of  Medicine,  Sorgery,  and  Midwifery,  for  their 
kindniBssand  co*opemtioo,and  more  especially  for  lending 
ihe  1^  of  these  rooms ;  and  also  to  the  editea  of  TAt 
7Sme#,  the  MeOeta  T^met,  the  Limcet,  and  the  Pro* 
innekU  Medical  a^d  Surgical  Jwtmal,  and  to  other 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  public  press,  for  their  able 
e;L0rtion8  to  obtain  a  reform  of  the  present  system." 

Mr.  Lirett  obsenred  that  he  had  been  astonished  at 
the  ineqitality  in  the  remuneration  of  medical  officers. 
Qn  collecting  the  accounts  of  fifteen  unions  in  hit 
i^eighbourhood,  he  found  that  the  arerage  payment  per 
<CMe  yaried  from  5d.  afid  a  fraction  (in  Bath,)  to  7s. 
Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigjstei  seconded  the  motion.  ^ 
The  TOte  was  duly  acknowledged  by  the  chairman, 
and  the  meeting  terminated  at  half-past  six  o*clock. 
It  had  continued  full  to  the  last.— (From  Th$  Tiimt  of 
Thursday,  October  28th0 
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PHYSIOLOGY. 

HrSXIlNATIOK  OF  AMIMAI.S. 

Dr.  Barkow,  of  Bredao,  has  recently  published  a 
work  on  this  subject,  (**  Der  Wfntersehlaf  nacb  sdrieta 
Breheinutigen,  &c.,**)  a  reriew  of  whioh  in  the  BrMO^ 
akd  Foreign  Review,  Airnlshes  ns  with  the  following 
brief  analysis :—  j.  •. 

There  is  no  instance  of  hybernation  among  birds, 
ibot  in  all  other  classes  of  the  yertebrata,  and  among  the 
*inTertebrata,  there  are  examples. 

During  hybernation  the  animal  temperature  Is  little 
Sibove  that  of  the  atmosphere;  for  temperature  is  in 
iuTerse  ratio  with  the  deepness  of  sleep. 

When  cold  weather  is  protracted,  the  animals  awake, 
«nd  if  the  cold  be  sot  serere,  remain  so.  If,  howeyer, 
the  cold  be  seyere,  they  become  lethargic,  and  atlastdfc^ 

In  the  hedgehog,  coagulation  of  the  blood  and  the 
separation  of  the  serum  and  clot  take  place  slowly; 
this  is  more  marked  in  arterial  than  in  yenoos  blood, 
smd  in  the  blood  of  old  than  in  that  of  young  animalk'' 

In  animals  killed  during  winter-sleep,  the  irritabiHty 
«ir  th^  muscles  Is  retained  longer  than  in  the  waking 
eti^te.  There  appears  to  be  no  definite  degree  or  fonn 
of  c^yelopjnent  of  the  nenrous  or  yascnlar  system  in 
hybeiimtinganiipals,. neither  is  there  any  peculiari^ 
la  the  blooci,  which  cim  be  regarded  as  a  cause  of  the' 
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the  immediate  caoee,  but  onsils  lo  etote  miuX  ia,tk». 
cause  of  the  imperfect  respiration :  th«a  heggiag  the 
question. 

Dr.  Barkow  found  that  in  the  hybemaAiag 
young  toads  and  hedgehogs  do  net.gf*w;  the 
marmot  when  it  wakes  lus  forgotten  its  domcsrio 
babiu,  and  is  again  tiie  wild  animal.  [This  is  a  onrisae 
fact  if  true.] 

Wittler^leep  is  not  of  the  natore  of  asphyxiA;  the 
animals  may  be  as  eifeottaaUy  drowned  as  dnring  tl^ 
wafciog  state;  before  drowning,  however,  tbey  iawnlso 
imperfectly.  So  also  an  aaphyxiated  hyhenaths^ 
animal,  if  lifo  be  restored,  passes  into  the  wiking  elala 
before  it  again  subsides  into  winter«sleep. 

PATHOLOGY. 

FATHOtOoiCAL  ANATOMT  OF  TBS  tNTVSTIIiaL  ITUCOfni 
MBMRRANB   IN   IKFAMTS    AT  TBE  BaftAST. 

The  following  are  the  eonelusions  from  an  oeaayeit 
this  subject,  by  Friedleben  and  Fleeoh,  of'Frankloii:«— 

I.  Morbid  alterattons  in  the  inteetinal mofiods  ms«« 
brane  are  among  the  most  frequent  poet-moriem  appear- 
anoes  in  the  infant  at  the  breast. 

3.  When  chronic,  these  alterations  lay  the  foimdn- 
tion  of  atrophy  ^  when  acute,  they  are  eyideseed  by: 
exhansting  diarrhmai  whioh  from  the  eerebral  s^^^ 
tomr  often  attendant  on  it,  is  frequently  miatakea  for 
soUenlog  of  the  stomach. 

3.  Disease  in  the  intestinal  tube  is  more  comiMa 
than  in  the  stomach. 

4.  The  most  frequent  alteration  is  chfoaic  infUm. 
matien  of  the  glands  of  Peyer,  and  this  i»  the  moot 
common  aaetomioal  cause  of  atrophy ;  west  to  this^  ictf 
and  wliite  softening  appear  meet  frequently. 

5.  Bed  and  white  eoftening  are  but  degrees  of  the 
same  morbid  process. 

6.  Acute  inflammation  of  -Hie  Peyerian  patohee  te- 
one  of  the  most  fatal  »orhid.altemtiens,  aad  isa.  tme 
iniammation,  as  is  attested  by  tkoattenda&taffecUiiM^ 

7.  The  disease  is  often  mistaken  for  dotltiaenteritsb 
which  latter  never  oceurs  in  inlsBU  at  tlie  -bmaat 

8.  Secondary  acute  inAamBatioa.of  Peyeifs^lndsb 
as  well  asof  the  solitary  glwls,  isapart  of  the  preeeoa 
of  tnbetenliaatlon ;  in  all  snob-  eases  tobendes  of -the 
spleen  sire  also  met  wtih«-*^«ifssAr^  fkr  MaHmU 
M^icku  Bd.  ▼.,  H.  a 

NATURE  or  THE  FLUID  9ECEETED  BT  THE  INTESTINAL 
kUCOUS  MBMBBANE   in  tttOLBBA. 

Andral  has  exaihined  the  rice-water  eyacfuatioflis  6t 
cholera,  and  determines  respecGng  their  natgre  aa 
follows  I— 

1 .  The  white  matter'which  is  formed  in  the  intestinoB 
of  cholera  patients  is  not  a  part  of  the  blood  itseli^ 
as  it  oontidns  neither  tibottaea  ikor  fibrin. ' 

i.  The  fluid  is  nothing  ;mo^  than  modi^Biiielis. 

3.  Its  essential  microscopic  ehkrlboter  consists  tti  fts 
presence  of  a  number  of  cells  with  nueler 
those  of  the  pus-globule. 

4.  The  examination  of  the  l)lodd  of  cliolera  pii^f| 
shevi  that  the  albumen  ^sts  in  normal  pfo|bct|£L 

5.  Hit  explBBBtioD  of  the  jUne  st^  bj  thi  ^ 
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SUllGERY. 

STBAW  BPLI1IT8  FOR  FRACTCftVS. 

Al  a  recent  meeting  o/  the  Surgical  Society  of 
IreUndy  Mr.  Tnffnell  exhibited  a  form  of  splint  which 
h^  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  for  some  years^  and 
which  he  believed  had  first  been  invented  bj  Baron 
liforej.  It  it  made  bj  filling  a  linen  bag.  of  the  size 
o(  the  splint  required,  with  unbroken  wheat  straw^  that 
used  in  the  country  for  thatching  being  the  best^  The 
straw  most  be  cut  off  at  the  length  to  fit  the  limb,  and  the 
open  end  of  the  bag  sewn  up.  The  splint  thus  made  com- 
bines the  double  advantage,  of  being  both  splint  and 
pad  in  one,  and  possesses  the  following  advantages  over 
the  wooden  or  whalebone  splints  commonly  in  use. 
When  lotions  are  used  to  .sobdna  the  inflammation  in 
a  recent  fracture^  the  apparatuKieed  not  be  removed 
from  the  limb,  at  evaporation  takes  place  at  rapidly 
throngh  the  straw  as  if  the.ljmb  was  laying  nnconfined. 
No  padding  being  used,  the  hard  lamps  formed  by  tow 
or  wool  that  has  been  welted  and  allowed  to  dry«  and 
which  cause  such  pain  and  inconvenience  to  the  patient, 
are  avoided  j  and  if  undue  pressure  is  tostaine^  by  any 
projecting  process  of  bone,  by  inserting  the  point  of  the 
finger^  and  rolling  the  straws  one  upon  the  other,  a 
boUow  is  at  once  formed  for  the  part.  In  fractures  of 
the  npper  arm,  Mr.  Tuffnell  said  he  had,  in  using  the 
wpoden  splints  and  pads,  .found  great  inconvenience 
from  the  difilcnity  of  keeping  the  four  angles  in  con- 
tact,, especially  at  night  and  in  mutcular  arms,  the  edge 
of  one  splint  rolling  over  the  other*  and  at  once  dis- 
placing the  whole  apparatus;  whilst  the  straw  splints, 
when  bound  on  the  limb,  so  embraced  it  as  to  keep  np 
on^  anifonn  pressure  en  all  aides,  and  in  fractures  of 
the  forearm  acted  most  beneficially  by  pressing  the 
aiaselea  into  the  interoeieons  tpaoe  more  and  more  as 
the  fiUeU  cr  baadagea  ikarb  tS^teaed.  These*  he  said, 
were  ad^rantaget  be  had  Ibnnd  to  resoU  from,  the  com- 
ipon  use  of  the  apllntt ;  bat  what  he  had  to  adduce 
most  in  .their  /ayonr  was  the  power  they  gate  to  the 
military  snrgeonand  ooantry  practitioner  of  forming 
at  once,  in  almost  every  situation  in  which  he  conld  be 
placed,  an  efficient  contrivance  for  the  treataent  of  all 
ordinaqr  fractwee;  whilst  for  hospital  practice  their 
cheapness  was  of  no  inconsideiable  advantage.  In 
compound  fractures,  by  directing^  the  nurse  to  take  out 
the  soiled  straw,  wash,  and  re-fil  the  case  with  fresh»  at 
each  dressing  the  surgeon  is  enabled,  at  the  vexy 
least  expense,  to  have  a  clean  apparatus^  and  thus 
avoid  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  source  of  effluvia 
Bear  the  patient,  at  a  period  when  his  recovery  and 
i^elifbeing  so  n^ainly  depend  upon  pure  ventilation  and 
fresh  ail.  In  fractures  of  the  forearm,  by  substituting 
s^  fillet  and  buckle  for  the  ordinary  tape  or  Wdage,  the 
p/ktieot  it  enabled  to  Ughten  or  .relax  the  pressure  of 
t|ie  splintt  according  to  his  own  sensations  of  uneasiness 
or  comfort,  and  the  lightness  and  regnlated  pressure 
^fif^  Uien  maeh  lose  irlnome'  than  the  old-faihioned 
wof^en  spUst. 

^iCf, ;M<Coy  appf^ved  ▼«3r,Wghl|y  of  ^  aRfimtatj 
•ad  J>r.  /acob  Mid  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  moit 
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admirable  contrivance.  At  the  first  glance,  one  might 
be  inclined  to  think  it  not  sufficiently  strong ;  bat,  on 
tastlBg  the  apparatus,  it  was  found  a  meet  powerful 
one ;  add,  as  Mir.  Tttffiiell  bad  remarked,  the  ficiUtj  of 
moving  the  straw,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  splint  to 
thb  inequalities  of  the  limb,  was  a  very  marked  advan* 
tage.  Be  looked  on  Mr.  Taffnell's  snggHtions  as  most 
valnable  for  securing  an  extemporaneons  mode  of 
coaptation,  more  particnlarly  to  gentlemen  who  are  to 
practise  in  the  country,  where  there  is  generally  so 
much  difficulty  in  persons  accommodating  themselvet ' 
in  argent  cases,  sadden  at  fractures  asnaUy  are.  Ha 
hdd  seen  an  old  bat  furnish  a  very  efficient  spKnt  ia 
tfte  small  firactures  of  children.  Then  there  was  the  ' 
cover  of  an  old  book ;  but  even  In  obtainhig  this  there 
i'i'9ften  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  when  the  inmates  of 
the  house  a  man  is  called  td  are  not  of  literary  habits. 
A*  capital  extemporaneous  splint,  which  Dr.  Jacob  had 
seen  used  in  the  frsctures  of  children,  was  the  fresh 
bark  of  a  tree  taken  off  while  the  sap  is  rising;  it  fits 
admirably,  just  like  a  paste-board  soaked  in  water.  He 
had  seen  a  case  managed  in  this  way  by  a  common 
bone-setter,  and  the  whole  thlug  turned  out  in  a  way 
that  would  do  credit  to  any  of  our  metropolitan 
snrgeons.^Z>ut/m  Medical  Press, 

DISLOCATlOtt  OF  THiB  FOSBaaM  VOBWABDe  ITITHOCT 
ti  FRAGTUKB  OF  TBS   OLSGBAMON. 

This*  kind  of  dietocation  •  waa  a  few  yean  siaea 
considered  impossible,  and  it  was  considered  inditpen* 
sable  to  the  displacement  thai  theM  thonld  alto  be 
fracture  of  the  olecranon.  It  it,  however,  now  eetab* 
lished  that  dislocation  without  fracture  of  that  proceet 
may  hke  place,  and-  two  or  three  lAttaacee  have  been 
plaeed  on  reeord.  A  fourth  example  hat  recentlj 
been  met  with  by  M.  Oayot,  of  which  we  here  give  an 
accoant.  A  young  man,  aged  14,  waa  thrown  from  a 
cairitge,  after  which  he  fottnd  it  iflipoetible  to  move 
the  elbow  joint.  He  wat  eiamined  ^three  hoart  after 
llie  accident,  hut  conld  give  no  aceoant  of  the  maaner 
ia  which  he  felt.  The  forearm  wat  ezlcaoidinaiUy 
moveable  in  every  divection,  the  elbow  Joint  waa  tniaid 
>  and  extremely  painful.  On  the  potterior  atpeot  of 
the  joint,  a  hollow  wat  found  in  the  aatoial  titaatioo  > 
of  the  oleciaaoB ;  In  front  two  projeotlont  In  toaa 
manner  represented  the  elbow  in  aa  inverted  poeitioB. 
Theforeerm  wu  eloogated  and  in  a  right  line  with 
the  hamerBt. 

M.  Qayet  at  first  considered  ittobe  a  oaia  of  interior  - 
ditloeaHta  of  the  forearm  with  fiaotareof  the  olecnaoB, 
bntwatenrprieedat  not  finding  the  frsigneot  of  tha 
oleeranon  drawn  up  by  the  action  of  the  tricept.  He 
further  observed  that  the  forearm  might  be  ipofed  In 
every  direction  with  the  greatest,  freedom.  Under  the 
unoerUinty  what  wat  the  exact  pathological  eox^iU6a 
oj^  Mm  joint,  M.  Gnyot  determined  on  treatin|  it  at 
4^t]o€ation  forwardt  with  fracture.  He  therefore  made 
extension,  at  the  tame  time  oanyiag  the  forearm 
backwards^ apd  flexiagit  on  thearm^  when  there* 
plaoeaient  wat  immedia^ly  effe^ted^aad  t]ia.re-appear. 
t^f^  of  the  olecraaon  at.  once  g^ylalned  what  ha^ 
l|Sm  the  aaiare  of  the  aceidf ]i^X«i;fd  M^fic^Ch^, 
rwrskahfSviBLt,  1847. 
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GENERAL  RBTROSPBCT. 


MIDtriFERY. 

.A  CHILD  BORN  AT  THE  NINTH  MONTH  OV  VtSKO 
OBtTAf ION,  PASSING  TBEOUdU  AN  OBLONO  APBR-' 
TURB  UNDB&  ONB  INCH  IN  ITS  NARROW,  AND  TWO 
INCHB8  AND   A.   HALT  IN  ITS  LONG,  DIAMBTBR. 

The  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Simpsoiij  of  Edinburgh, 
The  patient  was  a  woman,  34  years  of  age,  originally 
well  formed,  but  from  the  effects  of  malacosteon,  the 
bpnes  of  the  trunk  and  extremities  became  shortened 
and  deformed ;  and^from  being  a  somewhat  tall  womany 
sunk  down  in  the  course  of  seyen  or  eight  years  into  a 
deformed  dwarMike  figurea  measuring  about  four  feet 
In  height  When  first  seen  after  her  pregnancy,  it  was 
«o  far  adTanced  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  delivery  by 
the  induction  of  abortion  or  premature  labour,  and  all 
attempts  to  touch  the  os  uteri,  on  account  of  the- 
deformity,  were  ineffectual.     After  the  labour  com- 


menced, when  the  medical  attendant.  Mr.  Wiseman^.p^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^      ^^  ^^^  ^^^j^,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
arriTed,  he  found  the  soft  scalp  of  the  child  already  \ , , ,„ v^-  ^-svjiu ^.-:.;i  _.j...ii-«^ 


bulging  through  the  external  parts.  Some  detaohed» 
bones,  included  in  the  portion  of  scalp  that  had  passed, 
allowed  him  to  obtain  a  firm  hold  of  the  protruded 
portion  of  the  head,  and  thus  enabled  htm  to  use  some 
•extractiTe  force.  In  half  an  hour,  by  this  aasistanee«  the 
child  was  entirely  bom*  The  time  at  which  the  child 
died  cannot  be  accurately  determined,  as  the  mother 
imagined  she  felt  it  living  and  moving  up  to  the  time 
of  her  delivery.  She  has  made  «  good  recovery.  The 
infant  measured  18f  inobes-from  the  crown  of  the  head 
to  the  heels;  but  iu  limbs  and  body  were  thin,  lank,, 
and  atrophied  ;  and  ito  weight  was  only  three  pounds 
two  ounces.  The  placenta  was  small  and  atrophic,  and 
contained,  scattered  throughout  it,  a  number  of  those 
white  tubercles  whioh  we  so  often  see  connected  Vith 
ftnd  causing  marasmus  and  death  of  the  fsstus  m  uiero* 
Some  of  these  tubercles  were  of  the  siae  of  haael 
nuts.  The  pelvis  of  the  mother  was  excessively 
deformed  and  contracted.  In  front,  the  walls  felt  on 
•examination,  doubled  or  collapsed  together ;  and  the 
outlet^  which  was  the  only  part  which  could  be  accurately 
-examined,  was  exceedUigly  deformed  and  dininishod^ 
in  size.  It  was  impossible  to  introduce  two  fingeca 
between  the  tuberosities  t>f  the  iachia;  hence  this 
diameter  of  the  outlet  was  evidently  under  an  inch. 
Posteriorly,  or  opposite  the  sacro-soiatic  ligaments,  there 
was  transversely  more  space ;  but  the  strong  anterior 
curvature  of  the  coooyx  and  lower-end  of  the^  sacrum 
seemed  to  curtail  the  oonjugate  diameter  of  the  opening, 
and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  admitting,  when  fully 
dilated,  more  than  three,  or  at  mosti  four  fingers,  even 
in  this  direction.— AfoiUA/y  Journal,  July,  1S47. 

TOXICOLOGY. 

OALVANISV  IN   NARCOTIC    POISONING.* 

{The  following  case  in  which  galvanism  was  employed 
ftt  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  exhibits  in  a  strikiqg 
manner  the  beneficial  effects  of  that  agent  in  poisoniqg 
by  opium.]  r 

A  female  was  brought  into  the  hospital  in  a  state  of 
deep  narcotism.  In  the  first  instance  the  stomach- 
pump  was  used,  and  several  pints  of  water  were  thrown 
into  the  stomaeh;  but  during  the  operation,  as  is 
4ioiii6tiiiief  the  cwBf  the  large  quantity  of  tough  repy 


mucus  which  oeU^ted  aromftllhe  plUtfynx  and  gflotUSy 
rendered  it  doubtAil  whether  she  would  hot^  die  Of 
asphyxia  before  we  had  emptied  the  stomach,  and  the 
tube  was  of  necee^ty  withdrawn  befbre  the  whole  of 
the  contents  were  removed.  The  ejected  fluid  was 
only  slightly  disooioured,  and  tainted  with  scarcely  any 
perceptible  iBiell  of  the  poison.  During  and  after  this 
operation,  pinching,  slapping  the  face  and  chest  sharply 
with  the  comer  of  a  damp  towel,  ftc,  produced  but 
momentary  and  imperfect  consciousness;  indeM,  so 
transient,  as  scarcely  to  draw  forth  the  m'onosyllablo 
**  don't.*'  She  was  now  pot  on  her  legs,  but  fell  down 
like  a  lifeless  carcass.  The  galvanic  battery  was  tbea 
got  in  order,  and  whilst  the  wires  were  being  adapted, 
she  fell  off  into  a  still  deeper  state  of  unconsciousness 
than  she  was  previously  in.  When  the  sponge-directors 
were  applied,  for  a  few  minutes  no  sensible  effect  was 


began  to  quiver,  when  sensibility  appeared  gradually  to 
return,  and  after  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  the  stimulus 
produced  undoubted  discomfort,  evidenced  by  shrugging 
of  the  shoulders,  and  attempts  to  avoid  contact  with  the 
sponges ;  but  the  first  marked  influence  of  its  effect  was  * 
the  ejection  of  a  large  quantity  offlaid  from  the  stomach. 
In  another  hour  she  appeared  quite  lively,  answered 
questions  distinctly,  aad  in  a  moderately  loud  tone^ 
though  in  a  somewhat  peevish  manner.  The  galvanism 
was  occasionally  intermitted  for  a  few  moments,  when 
she  relapsed  almost  instantaneously,  and  "  dropped  off" 
in  the  midst  of  a  sentence  which  she  had  commenced 
during  the  application  of  the  stimulus.  The  pupils 
remained  unaffected  till  about  two  hours  had  elapsed, 
when  they  became  somewhat  more  dilated,  and  sensible 
to  a  strong  light.  All  the  symptoms  gradually  diminished, 
but  it  was  abiolutely  necessary  to  re-apply  the  galvan- 
ism at  longer  intervals  until  hali'-past  five  p.m.,  when 
she  seemed  so  far  recovered  as  fo  allow  of  her  removal 
to  the  ward. 

From  the  easy  dtffdsibinty'aAd  ^uick  propagatioti  of 
the  galvanic  fluid  over  the  whole  system,  irritation, 
capable  of  exciting  action  almost  ad  Ubitum^  can  be 
applied  to  any  or  even  the  whole  part  of  the  body  at^ 
one  time,  and  thst  of  a  nature  void  of  all  the  unpleasant ' 
results  which  necessarily   follow   bastinadoing,    cold' 
affusion,   searing,   dolichos    pruriens,   and    a   whole 
catalogue  of  equally  brutal  resources,  which,  for  the 
safety  of  the  patient,  have  necessarily  been  had  re- 
course  to  before  galvanism  was  adopted.    Dipping  the 
sponges  of  the  directors,  on  this  occasion,  in  moistened 
salt,  assisted  the  passage  of  the  current,  and  increased 
the  conducting  power  to  a  striking  degree.    In  ordinarr 
cases  where  galvanism   is  used,  the  application,   if 
strong,  reddens  the  skin,  and  even  produoes  some 
tumefaction  which  remains  often  for  hours;  but  in 
this  instance,  although  the  power  was  probably  three 
or  four  times  as  strong  as  is  generally  need,  not  tlie 
slightest  discolouration  was  observable.    It  should  be, 
noticed,  that  as  soon  as  she  was  allowed  to  fall  off  inlo 
a  deep  sledp,  whtcli  she  was  occasionally  ][»ermitted^  to ' 
do,  after  the  extraordinary  influence  of  the  battery  Was 
fully  proved,  in  routing  her  instantly  firotn  the  dee^t' 
URiootlsai  to  a  fretfttl  iflipatieiice)  the  pnlae  griddaAy 
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lowemd  in  SU  power,  bfjpmne  slower  in  its  action,  and 
irregnUr  in  its  movements;  but  no  sooner  was  this 
remarka,ble  stlmolas  laid  on  again,  Iban  the  pulse 
rained,  was regnlar,  faUer,and  quicker,  and  the  respira. 
tions,  previonslj  laboared,  slow,  and  unequal,  beeame 
nore  frequent  and  deeper.  The  countenance  also 
•▼inced,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  singular  indaence 
of  this  agent.  When  she  was  admitted  the  cheeks 
were  of  a  leaden  hue,  and  the  lips  of  a  tawny  colour; 
but  after  the  expiration  of  one  hour,  -  with  the  use  of 
-the  batterj,  it  resumed  a  somewhat  nalnral  tint.— 
Xoncel,  June  19th. 

BUCHU  IN  ANASARCA. 

While  from  day  to  day  new  remedies  are  proposed, 
and  are  highly  extolled  for  their  rirtues,  at  the  same  time 
many  Tslnable  ones  formerly  in  use,  and  of  equal,  if  not 
Mperior,  efficacy  are  altogether  laid  aSide  and  forgotten. 

In  cases  of  general  anasarca,  consequent  upon  inflam- 
matory affections,  as  well  as  those  dependent  upon 
organic  disease,  I  have  of  late  years  found  more  un- 
cqniTQcal  benefit  to  l>e  derived  from  the  use  of  (he 
*Diosma  crenata/*  than  from  any  other  single  article 
of  the  Materia  Medics.  I  hsve  generally  combined  the 
^xed  slkalies  with  it,  and  the  form  I  most  prefer  is— 

R.  Inftts.  Diosmae,  oz.  vij. ;  Sodse  bicarb.,  Potassae 
Bicarih,  Potassm  Nitratis,  sing,  scr.  ij.;  Syr.  Anrant., 
dr.  Tj.;  Tinct.  SciIIsb,  dr.  ij.    M. 

That  kind,  the  leaves  of  which  are  long  and  linear,  is, 

I  think,  to  be  preferred  to  the  other,  tlie  leaves  of  which 

are  lanceolate,  although  both  possess  diuretic  properties 

to  a  marked  extent. 

A  MEMBER. 

fiHtHttal  fnuiliumtt. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHOLERA. 
It  ii  announced  in  the  UwmMidieaU  that  a  case  of 
cholera  has  been  observed  in  the  Commune  de  Marly, 
Valenciennes,  by  a  physician  of  that  town.  We  are 
not  disposed  to  attach  much  importance  either  to  this 
case  or  to  tljat  which  was  reported  to  have  occurred 
some  days  ago  in  Vienna. 


MEDICAL  TESTIMOKiAL. 

A  handsome  salver  has  lately  been  presented'  to 
T.  T.  Smart,  Esq.,  surgeon,  Bedminster,  by  a  numerous 
body  of  his  medical  friends,  containing  the  following 
inscription:— '"Presented  to  Thomas  T.  Smart,  Esq., 
inrgeoo,  by  bis  medical  brethren,  as  a  token  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  them,  for  his  spirited 
nnd  praiseworthy  endeavours  to  support  the  dignity  of 
that  profession  of  which  he  is  so  distinguished  an 
•ornament" 


MANCHESTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
At  the  annoal  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  in  the 
Society's  rooms,  Royal  Institution*  on^the  6th  instant, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  electecT  officers  for  the 
«ntning  year:— Prefi^^mf.*  Dri  James  L.  Bardaley. 
«— Ftc«^irfffidM#:  Mr^fiiuit,  Mr.  Noble,  Dr.  Hawardi 


Mr.Windsor.— Cbimcl/:  Messrs.  Crompton,  Brownbill* 
Ker,  Dorrington,  Harrison,  Middleton,  Allen,  Catlow; 
Drs.  Wilkiosonr,  Bell,  Browne,  Watts.— TWonirvr  r 
Dr.  Ashton.-*Hofi.  S$erttarin:  Drs.  Renaad  and 
Reid.— Aoii.  Libranan :  Mr.  Stone. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Dr!  Macdonnell  has  been  elected  Pcofestor  of  Pne- 
tical  and  Descriptive  Anatomy  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons  of  Ireland. 


.  .  SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Thursday,  Oct  14, 
1847:-^Theodore  Romney  Willan,  Corby,  Lincoln-, 
shire;  Humphrey  Sandwitb,  Hull;  Henry  William 
Hay  ward  Richardson,  Chilmark;  William  Beedzler 
Deacon,  Market  Depping;  William  Parker  Shipton, 
Ashbocune. 

Thursday,  October  31  st :— Frederick  Farr,Dunstable; 
Charles  Gage  Brown;  Portsmottth  f  Joseph  Holmea 
Buxtpn^  Bishop  Auckland;  John  Fisher,  Warminster; 
Henry  Barris  Mnggeridge,  Uxbridge ;  John  Newton, 
Nottingham ;  WUUcm  Bannister,  Havant,  Hanta. 


1  -         •  • 

t  OBITUARY. 

Died,  October  7ih,  at  Cashel,  aged  96,  of  hfetf  Dr. 
C.  Minchin. 

October  9ih,  at  Nice,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness, 
Dr.  Miqnel,  Principal  Rditor  o(  the  Bulletin  de  Th^ra- 
peutiqae. 

October  26ib,  suddenly,  at  Ledbury,  Chartea  Cooke, 
Esq.,  surgeon. 

Lately,  aged  72,  Dr.  Burdaofa,  Professor  In  the 
University  of  Konigsberg.  - 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

Pra6(leal  Observations  on  Certain  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  and  on  the  Principles  of  Anscnltaiion.  By 
Peytoq  Blakiston,  M.D.,  F.R.3. ;  Fellow  of  .the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians ;  Phyeiciaa  to  the  Birmingham 
General  Hospital;  &c. .  London:  ChurchilL  1848. 8 vo. 
pp.368. 

On  Ringworm :  its  Causes,  Pathology,  and  Treatment 
By  Erasmus  Wilson,  F.R.S.,  Consnlting  Surgeon  to 
the  St.  Pancras  Infirmary.    London:  Churchill.  1847. 

pp.102. 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Causes,  Symptoms,  and 
Treatment,  of  Spermatorrhosa :  by  M.  Lallemand* 
Translited  and  Edited  by  Henry  J.  McDougsll,  M.R.C.S., 
ftc.,&e.    London:  Chnrchill.  1847.  8vo.  pp.333. 

A  System  of  Practical  Surgery,  See.  Second  Edition: 
By  John^tizars,  late  Professor  of  Surgery  to  the  Royal 
College  lit  Surgeons,  and  Senior  Operating  Surgeon  to 
the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinbdrgh.  Edinburgh:  Lisars; 
London:  Highley.   1847.   8vo.   pp.  503.     Kamerooi 

Plates. 

On  Ih4  Inhalation  of  the  Vaponr  of  Ether  in  Surgical 
Operations ;  fte.  By  John  Snow,  M.D.,  Lond. ;  9k,,  Ac 
Londot  ^  CheiehiiL    1847.    8fo.pp,88. 
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DeafDcn  practict]ly  ilhutrated  ;  &c.  By  James 
Yeariley,  M.R.C.S..,  Surgeoo  to  the  Metropolitan,  Insti- 
tniioD  for  Diseases  of  the  Ear.  London  :  Cburchili ; 
and  Highley.  1847.  pp.  181. 

An  Introductory  Lecture,  read  to  the  Medical  Classes, 
in  King's  College,  London,  October  1st,  1847.  By 
George  Bodd,  M.D.>  F.R.S.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in 
King's  College,  London ;  &c.  London:  Churchill.  1847. 
Svo.  pp.  24. 

Tables  for  Stadents.  By  Williaas  E.  C.  Nonrse, 
M.R.C.S.    London:  Churchill. 

Reminiscences  of  a  late  Physician.    London  :  pp.  8. 

Medical  Discussion  on  Teetotal  ism,  between  R.  B. 
Grindrod,L.L.D,  kc.,  and  William  Cock,  Esq.,  M.R«G.S., 
and  John  Coventry,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.  London :  Hall  and 
Co.    1847.  pp.  71. 


PROVINCIAL    MEDICAL   AND    SURGICAL 

ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE    TO    MBMBER8. 

Gentlemen  who  hare  not  paid  their  mbaeriptiona  (or 
the  current  year,  or  who  are  in  arrears,  are  reqneded  to* 
send  the  amount  due  to  the  Treasurer  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  Association. 

ROBERT  J.  N.  STREETEN,  Secretary. 


ERRATA. 

In  Dr.  Ogier  Ward's  paper  on  the  Pathology  of 
Hooping  Cough,  p.  565,  col.  1,  line  7  from  the  bottom, 
for  **  safe  guard*'  read  '* safe  guide" 

Page  568,  col.  1,  line  32,  for  **  bronchi,  by  the  macua 
being"  ftc,  rea£  ^  bronctti  by  the  mnena,  being^'  ^sc 
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METEOROLOGICAL  JOURNALS  FOR  JULY,   1847. 

Kept  at  Sid  mouth,  by  W.  H.  Cullek,  M.D.;  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  RooBRt;  atRoDaiey,Hanta,by  P.  Buckeu., 
Eaq. ;  at  Uckfield  Sussex,  by  C,  L.  Paxnce,  Esq.;  and  at  Harrogate,  by  G.  Keknion,MJ>. 
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. 

• 

t  ■ 

„      on  which  any  rain  fell 

7 

5 

9 

• 

9 

<tenUty  ol  rain  in  inchea 

2.294 

• 

3.525 

0.22 

• 

• 

Eriporation     .        •       » 

. 

• 

2.693 

4.55 

• 

s 

Thnnder  and  ligfatninif      • 

6th  &  25th 

. 

17th  &  20th 

» 

• 

• 
1 

Prmiling  Winds     - 

N.W, 

SW.NE. 

NE.  8W. 

W. 

SW.NB. 

*w        -                         .                    .             * 

• 

...«•. 

• 

»         ' 
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PROVINCIAI, 

MEDICAL  &  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


ON  THE  PHOSPHATE  OF  AMMONIA,  AND  ITS 
VALUE  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  GOUT  AND 
RHEUMATISM. 

Bf  Samusl  Eikwabds,  M,D<,  PkytimA  to  the  Eastern 
Diipeaeerj  of  Batlh  and  to  the  Bath  Ear  and  Eye 

Infiroiaryt 

(Bead  at  the  QnaxtcrJj  Heeting  of  the  B*th  and  Bristol 
'  Branch  of  tbe  ProTincial  Medical  aod  Sargical  Associa* 
tlOD,  held  at  Bath,  September  90. 1847.) 

Tbe  obstinate  and  sometimes  intractable  nature  of 
gottt  and  rbenmatisro,  and  the  fact  of  tbe  almost  innn- 
Bierabte  remedies  that  bare  been  from  time  to  time 
introdnced  to  notice,  and  subsequently  found  incapable 
of  producing  any  decided  or  uniform  mitigation-  of 
fbeir  symptoms,  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  me  in 
salting  a  few  remarks  upon  tbe  rery  beneficial  effects 
of  a  salt,  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been  little  or 
aever  in  this  country  applied  to  the  relief  of  gout  and 
rheumatism,  or  in  fact,  generally  employed  as  a  thera* 
peutic  agent.  Some  years  since,  I  was  informed  by  an 
American  friend,  that  he  had  seen  the  phosphate  of 
ammonia  prescribed  occasionally  in  those  diseases,  and 
With  onqnestionably  good  results ;  I  therefore  deter- 
mined, when  opportunity  presented  j  to  put  this  medidae 
to  t)ie  test  of  experience,  which  I  hare  now  done  to  a 
ooBsiderable  extent,  and  with  a  degree  6f  success 
(especially  in  those  cases  afterwards  to  be  pointed  out,) 
which  I  did  not  in  the  least  anticipate,  and  which 
induces  me  to  lay  tbe  following  remarks  before  you, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  a  hope,  that 
■honld  any  be  influenced  to  make  a  trial  of  the  remedy, 
Hwy  will  communicate  the  results  of  their  experience. 

The  phosphate  of  ammonia,  as  I  said  before,  has 
oettfy  in  this  conacry,  been  applied  gcnemlly  to  thera- 
ptntic  purposes.  In  the  standard  works  on  Materia 
Medicn,  no  mention  in  made  of  it  at  all.  Dr.  A.  T. 
Hhomaon  states  that  the  only  medicinal  substances 
vhadi  contain  phospfaoms,  are  the  qotCemary  com- 
poonda^  phosphate  of  soda,  and  phosphnte  of  Umci* 
femira  and  other  aothoritiet  to  whom  I  hatre  referred, 
Mtog  eqnnl^  silent  upon  this  salt,  I  subjoin  a  descrip* 
1km  of  it  as  occurs  io  Brando's  "  Mannal  of  Chemiajtir," 
hfdng  an  epitome  of  tbe  researches  of  Mitscherjiifa 
Vfon  it;     '<Pbos|^aU    of  aiMnonia    (p'-i-a)— The 

•  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson's  "  Materia  Medica  and  There- 
peitlcs,''p.iei. 

lie..S3,  Noi^ttber  }7,  lU;. 


mutual  aotioB  of  anhydrous  phosphoric  acid  and 
ammonia  has  not  been  studied :  they  probably  give  rise 
to  tfimde.  Tbe  neutral  phosphate  of  ammonia  may  be 
obtained  pure  by  saturating  phosphoric  add  with 
ammonia  or  carbonate  of  ammonia*  and  carefoUf 
evaporating,  so  as  to  avoid  the  prodnccioii  of  an  add 
salt.  It  HMy  also  be  formed  by  adding  carbonate  oC 
aoamonia  to  the  add  phosphate  of  lime,  obtained  front 
bone  earth,  till  no  farther  effenrescence  or  predpitate 
of  pfaoophaleof  line  Ibllewt,  filtering  and  eTapofating» 
taking  care,  however,  to  leave  slight  eioesa  of  ammoniat 
tbe  solQtion  left  to  itself  deposits  the  salt.  Its  primary 
form  is  an  oblique  riiomlnc  prism,  tbe  smaller  angle  oC 
whieh  is  84^  30^.  Its  prisms  are  often  terminated  by 
diedral  summits.*'  (Mitscherlieb,  Ann.  de  Chim.  et 
Phys«,  xiz.  382.)  The  salt  is  soluble  in  four  parts  of 
cold  water;  when  heated  it  mdts,  and  losing  ammonia, 
leaves  hydnAed  phosphoric  acid.  It  exists  in  the  urine  of 
camivorons  animals.  This  salt  has  not  been  accnrately 
analysed,  bat  it  probably  consists  of—- 


Ammoaia     - 

-  1      17. 

8d.57 

Phosphoric  Acid 

-  1      36. 

54.13  54.486 liitseherlich 

Water  - 

-  H    13.5 

20,30 

Phosphate  of  Ammonia  1     60.5    lOO.CO 

There  is  also  a  biphosphate  which  I  have,  however^ 
not  used  :  its  crystals  are  not  so  soluble  as  the  above, 
not  acted  upon  by  the  air,  and  consist  of  one  equivo* 
lent  of  ammonia,  two  of  acid,  and  three  of  water. 
The  primary  form  of  this  crystal ''  is  an  octohedron,  with 
a  square  base  ;  but  the  right  square  prism  terminated 
by  the  faces  of  the  primary  form  is  the  most  frequent."* 

The  taate  of  the  phosphate  of  ammonia  is  cool, 
saline,  and  somewhat  urinous:  hot  water  dissolves 
scarcely  more  than  cold.  It  is  deliquescent.  According 
to  Berzelius  it  exists  in  healthy  human  urine  in  the 
proportion  of  1.65  in  every  1000  parts.  I  have,  how« 
ever,  found  it  far  more  abundant  than  this  after  nrine 
becomes  putrid.  This  salt  has  long  been  used  in  the 
arts  as  a  good  flux  for  assays  and  the  blowpipe  ;  it  it 
used  also  in  the  manufacture  of  artifidal  gems,  and  of 
stained  glass.  Some  yeers  ago  Gay  Lussac  recom- 
mended muslins  and  articles  of  that  kind  to  be 
immersed  in  a  solution  of  equal  parts  of  this  salt  and 
of  hydrochlorate  of  ammonia^  as  it  was  found  to  a 


♦  ••  Turner's  Chesaitry;*  p«  «Tf  8 
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considerable  exteat  to  render  tbem  iacombiutlblo. 
Muslins  thus  treated,  after  being  dried,  were  bttriied 
with  difficulty,  and  could  not  be  eonfumed  with  flame, 
in  consequence  ^M  he  supposed  of  the  prevention  of  cIM' 
access  of  oxygen  by  the  glastng  which  tiie  salts  loroi  at 
high  temperatures. 

When  taken  internally,  in  the  dose  of  tAi  to  fifteen 
grains,  (that  which  I  bare  ordfnarlly  gifen,)  it  pro- 
duces no  great  sensible  physiological  effects;  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  after,  it  occasions  a  slight 
feeling  of  nausea,  accompaned  with  heat  at  the  epigas-' 
trium,  immediately  after  which,  if  the  sarfaee  be  kept 
warm,  either  by  additional  clothingor  exercise,  it  actaas 
a  somewhat  powerful  stimulating  diaphoretic.  I  hare 
also  several  times  seen  it  act  as  a  diuretic  $  and  in  two 
cases  in  the  dose  of  ten  grains,  it  has  bad  an  aperient 
action;  but  both  these  being  females  with  highly  irritable 
mucous  membranes,  the  latter  must  not  be  considered, 
I  conceive,  as  any  ordinary  physiological  effect.  When 
admic'nered  in  cases  where  uric  acid  exists  in  increased 
quantity  in  the  system,  and  is  deposited  in  the  uriae, 
cither  pure  or  combined,  snch  as  peculiarly  exists  m 
gout  and  rheumatism,  it  speedily  reduces  the  amount. 
This  fact  I  have  repeatedly  ascertained,  both  cbemieally 
and  microscopically,  and  in  many  casee  it  has  received 
the  confirmation  of  my  fHend  Mr.  Bartram,  who  was 
wholly  at  first  unaware  of  my  motive  in  begging  his 
examination  of  the  specimens. 

Since  employing  this  remedy,  I  find  that  Dr* 
Buckler,  of  Baltimore,  (U.S.,)  has  also  employed 
this  salt  in  these  diseases,  and  with  great  snccess.  He 
asserts  be  was  led  to  believe  that  these  diseases  were 
produced  by  litbic  acid,  existing  bs  an  insoluble  com- 
pound with  lime  or  soda,  thereby  preventing  elimina* 
tion  of  it  by  the  skin  or  kidneys.  The  phosphate  of 
ammoaia,  by  decomposing  those  litbates,  and  forming 
soluble  salts,  would  thus  tend  to  the  subsidence  of 
the  affections  in  question.  Two  other  American 
physicians  bare  written  upou  it,  in  whose  practice 
it  was  attended  with  no  good  results,— -the  one,  Di'. 
Reucbtenbacher,  who  disbelieves  in  its  efficacy;  the 
other.  Dr.  Voigbt,  who  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  is 
a  hazardous  medicine,  and  that  be  has  seen  three 
grains  produce  dangerous  symptoms.*  It  is,  however, 
extremely  doubtful  in  my  mind  if  these  dangerous 
symptoms  had  anything  to  do  with  the  salt  at  all,  as 
Dr.  Buckler,  it  appears,  mentions  nothing  of  the  kind; 
and  now,  after  having  employed  it  for  a  twelvemonth 
at  the  Eastern  Dispensary  of  this  city,  in  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  various  kinds,  and  other  friends 
at  my  suggestion  having  employed  it  too,  I  feel  myself 
correct  in  asserting  that  it  has  never  given  rise  to  any 
disagreeable  symptom,  but  on  the  contrary,  with  lome 
two  or  three  exceptions,  has  acted  always  with  remedial 
effect. 


*  Vide  Rankiog's  '<  Abstract/  toI,  It.,  Jaly  to  Decent 


It  is  not  my  intentloD,  dor  would  it  be  altogetfittr 
becoming  in  me,  before  yoo,  to  enter  Into  very  miaiite 
particulars  relative  to  the  optoions  of  varioas  individQ« 
ais,  as  to  the  proximate  cause  of  goat  and  rheumaliatty 
but  I  feel  it  ndceasary  to  make  a  few  remarks  opoo  Ata 
subject,  so  as  clearly  to  understaod  how  the  rwnedy 
under  consideration,  as  I  cOliceive^  acts  upon  the  syiten 
at  laige.    I  have  fbr  three  or  four  years  had  tbeae 
diseases  associated  in  my  mind  with  such  a  disordered 
assimUation,  primary  and  secondary,  as  would  lead 
to  the  production  of  a  large  and  nndue  deposition  of 
litbic  Bcid,  or  Its  compounds,  in  the  system,  occasiott* 
ing  such  on  extent  of  acrimony  in  the  fluids  of  the 
body,  as  to  irritate  and  excite  to  a  morbid  action,  the 
lymphatic^  and  minute  terminations  of  the  arteries 
in  the  several  parts  of  the  body,  and  not  improbably  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  larger  arteries,  becoodng 
in  fact  a  source  of   irritation  wherever  depoeitedf 
more  especially  in   parts,    such   as  the  joints  and 
slieaths  of  the  ligaments  and  tendons,  which,  being 
ioextensible,  would  sooner  probably  become  affected 
by   such  distempered  excitability.     If  such  a  view 
were    correct,   we   shall  see   that  many  writers  oa 
this  sttbject  have  been  correct,  but  only  partially  so; 
thus,  Jeans  and  Stltton  believed  that  the  alimentary 
function  was  deranged ;  Wallis,  the  nervons  system; 
lAtharo,  that  the  lymphatics  were  obstructed;   and 
IQinglake,  that  Ae  ligaments  were  inflamed.    Long 
ago  Parkinson  considered  the  blood  to  be  at  fault,  and 
that  the  disease  depended  upon  a  peculiar   saline 
acrimony  existing  in  iL    With  regard  to  gout,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  last  century,  Mr.  Murray  Forbea 
declared  his  conviction  of  the  litbic  acid  being  the 
c%use  of  the  disease.    Sir  Charles  Scodamore,  in  bin 
work  on  gout,  does  not  point  out  what  he  eonsidets 
the  exact  proximate  cause,  but  comesto  this  condurion, 
that  "gout  is  a  disease  depending  upon  a  redundancy 
of  blood,  with  relation  to  the  powers  of  the  circnladon^ 
particularly  affecting  the  system  of  the  vena  portamm» 
and  the  consequent  functions  of  the  liver,  together 
with  the  production  of  a  morbid  change  la  ihe  secreted 
products  cX  the  alimentary  canal  in  general,  and  o£ 
the  kidneys  in  particular." 

.  I  can  conceive  the  question  occurring  to  your  miilds^' 
how  is  it  that  gout  and  rhenmatism  should  not  exist 
in  all  those  acute  inflammatory  diseases,  especially 
affecting  those  organs  that  influence  the  circulation* 
where  we  know  that  uric  acid  is  found  in  abundance 
in  the  system  ?  In  reply  to  this  I  can  only  ansfrar, 
that  the  same  peculiar  disposition  existing  in  the  body 
win  account  for  it  as,  we  must  aappose,  accoonts  for  tht 
fa6ts,  that  the  gout  affects  the  hand  in  fessales  more 
feequently  than  in  males ;  that  the  ehUdrea  of  gouty 
parents  may  suffer,  one  from  ecrofala^  another  Aon 
aftthma,  and  a  third  from  gout,  of  which  I  know  aft 
instance ;  or,  that  "  in  the  same  family,  tiie  malet  are 
known  niuaily  to  present  (be  .W6ll«auurk«d  qrmptong 
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of  ezlemal  i^ut;  while  in  the  feiDalesy  fiirioas  qrmp- 
tonu  of  disorder  of  the  braiB»  the  heert»  or  the  kidn^y^ 
vsiuUy  appear  }"*  or  lastly,  that  the  same  loedicine 
introdiiced  into  the  system  sbonld  act  us  a  different 
way  npon  different  indifidoals,  for  instance,  mercury, 
ipecacuanha,  dec. 

From  much  observation  of  gout  and  rbevmatism,  so 
many  points  do  I  see  of  analogy  between  these  diseasos, 
that  I  am  inclined  to  Tiew  them  with  Barthei,  Chomel, 
and  others,  as  only  rarielitt  of  the  same  disease.  I 
believe  with  them,  it  is  almost  futile  to  attempt  a 
diagnosis  beyond  marking  the  parts  affected  in  each ; 
and  even  this  is  anything  but  diagnostic,  for  most 
practical  men  will  agree  with  the  observation  of.  Dr. 
Todd,  who  says,  *'  Gout  shews,  at  firsts  a  decided  pre* 
dilection  for  the  small  joints— those  of  the  hand  and 
foot,  but  in  time  all  the  articulations  are  obnoziouf  to 
it ;  jmd  not  only  they,  bnt  also  tendonsi  ligaments, 
bursts,  and  synovial  sbeaths.'*t  Most  will  allow,  that 
the  one  often  passes  into  the  other,  and  that  such  an 


diseeees  as  caused  by  thia  sapenbundance  of  uric, 
acid,  either  pure  or  combined,  in  the  sjstam,  oceasionad . 
chiefly  by  disordered  action  in  the  assimilating  pro* . 
ccsaes,  for  I  believe  '*  the  Omenta  of  the  acid  and  its 
combinatioBS are  in  these  diseasee  supplied  both  by, 
the  nitrogeniaed  elements  of  the  food,  as  well  as  by 
the  changing  tissoea  of  the  body,"*  thereby  occasioning 
the  morbid  actions  above  alluded  to.    Contingent  cir- 
cumstances of  age,  hereditary  disposition  and  the  like^ 
decide  whether  the  symptoms  will  be  those  whicb. 
are  most  frequently  referred  to  gout  or  to  rheumatism  ; 
at  the  same  time  my  observations  lead  me  to  consider 
that  the  latter  ia  more  frequently  associated  with  uric 
acid  in  the  system  pure,  the  former  combined  witb 
soda  or  lime.    This  ia  atrengthened  by  the  fact  that  in 
gout  l^e  liver  is  greatly  more  deficient  in  its  action» 
by  which  means  probably  a  deficient  elimination  of 
soda  from  the  Uood  occurs,  .which,  uniting  with  the 
lithicacidin  the, system,  produced  in  the  secondary 
assiosilaling  process,  accounta  for  the  characteristio 


extreme  resemblance  occasionally  exists  between  them^  gooty  concretionai     I  may  remark,  in  confirmation 


that  the  term  rheumatic  gout  is  not  unaptly  given, 
especially  if  we  accept  the  views  of  Front  relative  tp 
these  diseases,  who  says,  "  When  the  litbic  and  lactic 
acids  are  developed  together,  as  tbey^mfty  be  and  often 
are,  the  phenomenon  may  be  supposed  to  show  that  the 
mal-assimilation  involves  both  the  gelatinous  and  albu- 
minous textures ;  and  that  the  accomppMiying  disease 
partakes  of  a  mixed  character,  or  in  fact  constitutes 
what  is  not  improperly  termed  rhetmaiie  gwi"l  Fro* 
fessor  Liebig,  however,  has  called  in  question  the 
existence  of  lactic  acid  at  all,  and  from  hiS'  enquiries 
it  would  appear,  that  Berzelius  mistook  it  for  that 
singular  substance  discovered  lately  by  Fettenkofer, 
which  abounds  in  azote,  and  is  stated  to  be  in  the  pro- 
portion of  five  grains  in  every  1000  grains  of  urine. 
Dr,  Bird  remarks,  "  Its  formula  differs  only  in  the 
proportions  of  the  elements  of  water  from  that  of 
uramil,  a  product  of  the  decomposition  of  uric  acid, 
and  which  may  be  regarded  as  uric  acid  in  which  the 
elements  of  urea  are  replaced  by  those  of  ammonia 
and  water.  Is  it  possible  that  this  new  body,  is  a 
transition  formation  between  uric  acid  and  urea?"$ 

Dr.  Front  seems  to  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  these  diseases  are  so  associated  with  the  existence 
of  these  acids,  that  "  they  may  be  regarded  as  some' 
tohat  in  the  light  of  niaierie$  morborum  ;  or,  strictly 
apeaking,  the  undue  presence  of  these  acids  in  the 
nrine  or  elsewhere,  under  certain  circumatancef,  may 
be  viewed  as  indices  of  the  existence  of  certain  diseased 
actions  going  on  in  the  primary  tissues  of  the  body; 
and  which  are  known  by  the  names  of  gout  land 
ibenmatiam."  From  my  enquiries  and  obsenrationa, 
bowever,  I  am,  with  deference,  inclined  to  view  botb 


»• 


•  Cralgie*fl  **  Prsctioe  of  Fhysie.' 
t  Todd^*  On  Oooi  and  Rheumatism.** 
4  Fraoi  "  On  Urinary  Diseases.'* 
\  BUd  ''On  Urinary  Deposits.'* 


of  ihat  which  baa  been  advanced  rdative  to  dia- 
ordered  primary  assimilation,  tbalr^  all  authors  and 
observers  agree  in  stating  that  the  functions  of  digestioa 
and  the  h^ntic  and  urinary  sedretions,  are  deranged 
prior  to  the  ai^pearance  of  both  diseases,  more  especially 
of  gout  and  the  sub-acute  form  of  rheumatism- 
It  is  well  known  and  not  doubted  by  most  physicians, 
that  by  proper  dietetic  measures,  thp  gouty  disposi* 
tion  may  be  prevented  from  being  engendered.    The 
hereditary  disposition  or   transmission,  if  it  really 
exista,  according  to  Sir  Charles  5>cndamore,  and  Dr. 
Mackintosh,  does  not  in  the  majority  of  instances,  as 
some  suppose,  go  to  prove  the  existence  of  a  *'  peculiar 
matter,"  but  only,  as  I  conceive,  of  a  certain  diathesis  or 
conformation  in  the  system.  With  regard  to  hereditary 
rheumatic  diathesis,  proofs  are  wanting  that  it  really 
exists.  Chomel,  however,  states  that  out  of  seventy«two 
cases,  thirty-six  were  born  of  rheumatic  parents.    It  is 
well  known  that  neither  diet  nor  exercise  is  beneficial 
or  curative  in  gout  or  chromic  rheumatism,  without 
the  alimentary  canal,  and  the  cutaneous,  and  urinary 
secretions  are  in  a  sUte  of  health ;   but  as  they  (diet 
and   exercise,)    tend  to.  the  improvement  of  these 
secretions,  they  become  indirectly  curative.  Sir  Geprge 
Baker  records  a  case  in  point,  of  the  late  Mr.  Wood,  in 
the  "Transactions  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,", 
perhaps  remembered  by  most,  who,  after  living  freely 
on  fat  meato,  butter,  clyeese,  ale,  &c.,  became  exceed- 
ingiy  corpulent,  began  then  to  suffer  hesrtburn,  stcknesiy 
constant  thirst,  pains  in  the  bowels,  headache,  giddiness 
and  other  symptoms  of  disordered  digestion;  then, 
cape  on  violent  rheumatism  and  afterwards  frequent 
attacks  of  gout.    Under  medical  care  and  rigid  absti« 
nence,  the  dyspeptic  symptoms  forsook  him,  and  finaUy» 

Ithe  gout  and  rheumatism.     Dr.  Mackintosh  states,  im 
•Idesi. 
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■ftitJH  of  flcine  iliminAtiiiD,  ^It  it  <yf  the  ■tmort 
oMMfUwee  to  rtfoktt  tlie  dUet,  as  reUpiet  may 
fffiqttesily  be  traeed  to  UidigortiLit  urtfcleo  of  food.** 
Br«  Toid  irisoremorlu,  **  the  slightest  hregvlftrity  of 
ditt  to  spetdily  felt,  and  quickly  aggravates  the 
a^plotait/'  An  acid  condition  of  the  stonacli,  of  the 
Mood,  and  df  the  secKHons,  is  generally  found  in 
gout  afid  rheantfatism.  BerthoIIet  has  shown  that  the 
skia  in  gouty  inflammation  secfttes  a  fluid  which 
estettslreiy  reddens  litmus  paper,  and  the  acid  sweat  of 
rbeomatlam-  is  familiar  to  all. 

That  tbeee  diMases  are  connected  with  morbific 
DMtaer  circulating  in  the  blood,  has  been  ably  advocated 
by  Dr.  Todd,  and  this  pecnGar  matter,  whatever  may 
be  Its  4iatnre,  he  believes  Is  formed  in  the  primary 
avd  secondary  assimUating  processes,  thereby  .occa* 
simiing  n  disturbance  of  loftger  or  Shorter  dnracion,  of 
gioater  or  lesser  intensity,  ki  the  nnliition  of  parts  to 
wlieh  it  is  atlractsd.  His  arguments  on  these  paints 
an  vnhiable,  and  will  well  repay  careful  perusal.  I 
ri|M»  tiaM  will  not  allow  me  to  enter  upon  them  here, 
b«t  ke  codddcra  it  "  Impossible  to  etpkin  ^  phe* 
nomena  of  gout  upea  any  other  hypothesis  tfiaa  that 
which  ssppoesa  the  esistence  of  a  peculiar  msitter  in 
the  Uood  i"  and  in  reference  to  rheumatism  ho  renmrks, 
"  in  this  disease,  general  nntrition  is  disturbed,  not  by 
mere  local  disease,  nor  by  any  impremion  on  the 
nervous  system,  but  by  the  developmettt  of  a  morbid 
mattter  In  the  blood,  which  visits  every  part  to  wiiich 
that  fluid  is  distributed,  but  wMcb  is  attnicted  by 
sQone  textures  mneh  more  than  by  otimrs." 

With  respect  to  the  similarity  of  the  two  diseases, 
Helberden  (whose  description  of  the  dfaignosis  between 
them  is  unquestionably  the  best,)  states,  (and  all  I 
think,  wiH  allow  it,)  "  that  youOg  children  may  suffer 
from  violent  rheumetism,  especially  those  who,  from 
an  Inherited  diathesis,  will  suffer  from  gout  when  they 
attire  at  manhood ;"  and  Dr.  Todd  remarks,  that  **  the 
cMldren  of  gouty  parents  are  more  liable  to  this  disease, 
(rheumatism,)  than  those  who  have  sprung  from  an 
mtninted  eeiirce."  He  goes  so  far  aa  to  say,  that 
tke  remarimble  resemblance,  however,  between  the 
leme  diseases,  may  Justify  our  condudlng,  that  a 
censki  similarity  of  composition  may  exist  between 
the  morbid  matter  of  each.  The  former  celebrated 
nuthor  aho  asserts,  that  there  are  cases  frequently  met 
widi  wliere  the  distiuctfve  peculiarities  of  the  two  dis- 
^ises  are  so  blended  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether 
tfae  pahnMong  togootor  rfaeamadsm.f 

The  secretion  of  urate  of  soda  is  not  confined  to  govt 
nieiie,  for  D>r.  MMeod  has  shewn  tiiat  in  capsular  rheu- 
metilni  the  articblar  certiteges  are  seen  covered  with  it. 
Il  hae  tfso  been  asserted  in  dtagttotis,  that  gout  is  not 
preceded  or  accompanied  wffh  symptoms  of  fever.  Hie 
Most   accurate   obscims   stite  the  contrary.     Dr. 
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observes,  *'  The  patient,  if  he  has  not  previonalr 
been  cbill,  feels  ecrid,  and  has  transitory  rhilllmiis, 
whioh  sensations,  however,  are  speedily  folknrad  by 
beat,  thirsty  reatlemness,  and  other  symptoms  of  Ibrer." 
Dr.  Mackintosh  says,  that "  the  pulse  k  generallf  Ml 
and  hard,  and  indicates  an  inflammatory  and  plethorio 
state  of  the  system." 

The  connection  between  the  diseases  under  eoif 
sideratmn  and  disorder  of  the  urinary  system,  especially 
of  the  Utbtc  acid  form  and  its  compounds,  has  been 
observed  by  most,  especially  Sydenham,  Ua«grave» 
Wbytt,  Murray,  WoUaston,  Sir  Everard  Home;,  and 
more  recent  writers,  such  as  Ptout,  Simon,  Bird,  end 
Todd.  The  latter  says,  the gwty  diathmt  ""is often 
little  more  than  an  aggravated  iithic  acid  diithesii 
The  Utbate  of  ammonia  or  even  Uthic  acid  in  a  flnee 
state  is  frequent,"  and  in  rheumatism  "the  urine  is 
scanty,  strongly  acid,  and  deposite  an  abundant  eedi. 
meet,  consisting  of  liihates  and  purpurates  of  ammo- 
nia; itt  specific  gravity  is  high,  the  quantity  of  litblc 
acid  is  increased."  With  regard  to  gout,  it  b  often  so 
amoeiated  with  the  urinary  disorder,  that  it  is  a  /act 
well  known,  that  often  when  the  latter  is  diminiahedy 
the  former  la  aggravated,  and  rice  rerm.  All  moat 
have  seen  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  some> 
times  pass  away  after  etisting  a  few  hours  or  days. 
on  a  copious  sediment  of  Iithic  acid  appearing  In 
the  urine.  A  singular  fact  connected  with  the  occur- 
rence of  rheumatism  in  a  disease  where  the  positive 
and  relative  proportions  of  the  ingredients  of  the 
urine  are  greatly  diminished,  is  seen  la  gramlar 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  where  the  patient  so  affected,  if 
exposed,  is  pecoliariy  subject  to  rfaeumatio  attacks. 

Dr.  Pjrout  remarks,  "  chrome  rlienmatism,  I  hare 
observed,  with  lyt,  Christison,  to  be  a  common  and  very 
troublesome  concomitant«of  renal  affecdoas;"  and  ia 
reference  to  the  deficiency  in  the  urine  just  referred  to 
in  renal  granular  degeneration,  says,  *'  with  respect  to 
the  relative  proportions  of  the  ingredient^  according  to 
my  observations  in  such  cases,  the  ItthtUu  are  moat 
strikingly  deficient."*  Rayer  obeenres,  that  the  aoUd 
OMttem  of  the  urine  in  this  disease,  are  diminished  ia 
quantity,  and  are  found  to  exist  in  the  blood  and  serous 
effMons.  Dr.  Bird  also  remarks,  'Mn  the  two  aOied 
affecHons,  gout  and  rheumatism,  exdaiive  of  the  auHQr 
neatalgic  diseases  populariy  referred  to  the  latier»  a 
remaffcable  tendency  to  the  formation  of.  an  eauasa  of - 
uric  add,  both  pare  and  combined,  occurs*  The 
elements  of  the  acid  or  its  combinatioas  are  In  these 
diseases  supplied  both  by  the  mtrogeniied  eteasenls  of 
the  food,  as  well  as  by  tfae  changing  timnca  of  the 
body."  As  is  well  known,.the  urine  ii  alwayu  higii 
coloured,  estremely  add  ia  both  dlMase%  asid  voided 
frequeatly  with  pain  and  soaMiBg.  The  effect  of  the* 
irntafing  qualides  of  the.ttrinoiii^u|Jbai|)O0akaoiaai 
to  produce  all  the  tmajsiumi  of  ■ 
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^iidiail^'  &c. :  luch  bat  been  comoMiited  npon  by 
8loU  AoA  Dr.  Qerk.*  lu  demity  ii  biffh»  feaeraUy 
bftwoeo  1.018  t4  1.035.  Tbe  ndiment  deposited 
MMUf  -eontiftle  of  Ibe  litbales,  and  with  pnre  lithic 
-MiA,  a  trace  of  tbe  pboephatei  and  urea  mixed  in 
•irwioas  proportiona ;  and  it  is  to  be  obaenred,  as  Dr. 
Gmifie  states^  tbis  deposit  is  not  confined  to  the  close 
•or  sabsidenoe  of  tbe  febrile  symptomSf  though  at  that 
tine  it  is  more  abundant.  In  nineteen  cases  of  apnte 
nnd  sitb^cute  rhenmatism  which  I  hare  carefully 
•oled*  seventeen  threw  down  a  eopions  sediment  of 
aric  acid,  on  tbe  addition  of  muriatic  acid."  Simon 
writes,  "  in  acute  rheumatism  tbe  urine  is  sometimes 
Ipvrplo  red,  its  acid  re-action  strongly  developed  and 
bulky  with  fawn-coloured  deposits  of  crystallized  uric 
acid  and  orate  of  ammonia.  In  eighteen  cases  which 
Beequerel  examined,  the  urine  he  found  generally 
predpitable  with  acid.  Out  of  thirty-seren  cases  of 
•cbitinie  rheumatism,  the  same  observer  found  the  urine 
ia  serenteen  assume  the  inflammatory  type.  The 
lithate  of  soda  concretions  exist  sometimes  in  almost 
«vefy  part  of  tbe  bodys  they  have  been  found  exten- 
sively to  the  ealyces  oflhekidneys,  as  also  upon  the  skin. 
Dr.  Bird  narrates  a  case  of  rheumatic  goat,  where  the 
legs,  which  were  affected  with  ecsematoas  eruption, 
were  frosted  with  microscopic  crystals  of  urate  of 
.ammoftia.f  One  or  two  Mrriters  state  that  they  have 
found  lithate  of  soda  in  the  deposits  that  occur  in 
.arteries  and  on  the  valves  of  the  heart ;  and  Dr.  Todd 
euik%  whether  they  may  not  frequently  be  of  the  gouty 
kind?  Madcintosb,  in  refening  to  goat,  makes  tbe 
ibUowlof  (for  the  theory,)  apt  remark  :--*<  It  is  th« 
imiversal  belief  of  those  who  have  either  seen  tbe 
-disease  or  experienced  its  sufferings,  that  a  gouty 
paroxysm  clears  the  system  of  something  which  had 
been  acting  injoriously  upon  it  for  some  time.^" 

Sufficient  has  been  said,  I  deem,  to  make  it  apparent 
that  tbe  diseases  now  under  consideration  are  intimately 
-connected  with  a  superabundant  formation  of  uric 
acid  and  its  compounds,  especially  urate  of  soda,  in 
the  system,  and  I  cannot  but  believe  it  acts  as  an 
exciting  cause,  showing  its  results  in  attacks  of  gout 
aad  rheumatism.  If  such  be  true,  the  physiology  of 
Ibe  beneficial  action  of  the  phosphate  of  ammonia  is 
iimple  when  we  recollect  that  this  excess  of  uric  acid, 
which  every  one  allows  to  exist  in  these  diseases,  if, 
according  to  Dr.  Bird's  opinion,  first  generated  pare, 
and  subsequently  unites  with  a  base  which  it  meets  with, 
either  in  the  nascent  state,  or  in  its  prqgress  through 
^0  stmoiure  of  the  kidney.  Tbe  phosphate  of 
jupmooia  having  'been  introduced  into  the  system, 
IMoti  wllb  tbe  mo  acid*  or  nraceof  soda,  and  becomes 
rtawniposert;  tbe  phoapborie  add  combines  with  tbe 
of  tbe  mate,  foMsing  a  most  sdUblasalt.    It  is 
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thna  seen  that  a  most  insoluble  salt  is  ^chaqged  for 
one  as  oppositely  soluble.  Tbisi  however,  is  not^aU  tbe 
aid  we  get  from  it,  for  this  new  product,  the  phosphate 
of  soda,  according  to  the  valuable  researches  of  Barqo 
Liebig,  has  a  remarkable  effect  upon  uric  acid, 
inasmuch  as  he  has  shown  that  it  has  tbe  power  of 
rendering  it  soluble  with  facility  in  water.  The  before 
combined  uric  acid  being  set  free,  pert  unites  with 
the  ammonia  of  the  phosphate,  and  the  remainder  |a 
rendered  very  soluble  at  the  high  temperature  of  the 
body,  through  the  agency  of  the  formed  phosphate  of 
soda.  Liebig  states,  "at  a  higher  temperature,  tl^e 
phosphate  ot  soda  dissolves  a  larger  amount  of  uric 
and  hipparic  acids  than  at  a  lower."  The  ammonia 
of  this  medicine  is  thus  seen  to  serve  a  most  important 
purpose  in  uniting  with  part  of  the  uric  acid,  and 
forming  a  compound  far  more  soluble  than  the  acid 
itself,  as  it  is  a  fact  well  established  by  Dr.  Prout,  that 
nrio  acid  requires  10.000  parts  of  water,  at  60°  for  its 
solution,  whereas  the  urate  of  ammonia  dissolves  in 
480  times  its  weight  of  the  same  fluid,  or,  in  other 
words,  is  m#e  than  twenty  times  as  soluble.  By  these 
means,  the  free  and  Combined  uric  acid  existing  in  the 
system  in  these  diseases  will  be  dissolved  and  rendered 
capable  of  easy  elinrination  by  the  kidneys,  and  the 
pains,  and  other  distressing  symptoms  occasioncjdj  as 
Dr.  Pfoui  states,  by  the  derangement  going  on  in  those 
"secondary  assimilating  processes,"  by  which  the 
nervous  substance  and  immediate  appendages,  as  also 
tbe  fibrinous  portion  of  the  muscles  are  produced  and 
maintained,  will  be  shortly  subdued,  and  by  strict 
attention  to  tbe  causes  which  give  rise  to  that  abund- 
ance  of  uric  acid  in  the  system,  tbe  disease  will  be 
altogether  checked.  If  dyspepsia  is  prominent,  and 
the  digestive  organs  cannot  assimilate  the  usual  quantity 
of  nitrogenized  food  which  is  introduced  into  them» 
it  should  be  lowered,  as  likewise  in  those  cases  where 
too  great  a  quantity  is  taken  and  assimilated,  compared 
to  that  which  tbe  waste  of  the  system  requires.  Again 
aIso,a''frequeot  cause  of  this  deposit  exists  in  the  arrest 
or  diminution  in  the  cutaneous  excretion,  whereby  tbe 
kidneys  act  as  compensating  agents,  and  the  systcfn 
at  large  becomes  impregnated  with  this  nitrogenixed 
excretion. 

As  I  have  preriously  stated,  I  b^ve  now  used. this 
remedy,  and  with  great  sncoess,  in  almoat«very  va^i^ 
ofgont  and  rheumatism.  In  acute  articular  rbeuMtsua 
I  bavie  not  exhibited  it  during  its  more  inflamMtory 
stage;  but  after  tbis  has  bean  anbdnod  aoaeiNttt  by 
the. usual  antiphlogistic  treatment,  it  Ttiy  a|>iidtly 
relieves  the  pains,  and  in  the  m^ori^  of  oisef  fMfMtf 
fresh  joints  from  being  attacked..  I  eaaapt  Jt§mk 
positively  from  snfiicient  data  at  preeeat,  hat  I.  an 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  obronic  form  whi<h..if 
not  uafre^oently  left  hebind  fcBM'tha  mBtfhmttfBMWn. 
be  ob^ted.  I  feal  eeawoeid'  I  bare  piifirtid»  by 
•daiihiiUirfiig.thii  Jilt  prior  to  tbe  conbv  ott  oCtlie 
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inflMBmatory  symptoms,  sereral  itmesy  attacks  of  goat 
and  ilieiuiiatism,  and  this  in  indifiduals  disposed  to 
their  invasion.  In  chrome  artietUar  rheumatitm,  I 
liave  used  it  after  the  bowels  hare  been  well  cleansed 
by  calomel  or  other  pnrgathres,  or  if  the  consiitutton 
is  Tigoroas,  the  Tasenlar  action  strong,  and  heit  high, 
after  renesection,  ind  I  have  got  rid  of  these  attacks 
much  sooner  than  formerly.  In  mnscnlar  rbenmatism, 
whether  of  the  acute  or  chronic  form,  I  have  employed 
this  remedy  with  greater  success  than  in  any  other. 
After  the  action  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  somewhat 
regulated,  I  have  generally  been  able,  without  further 
inwface,  to  administer  itin  lumbago,  pleurodynia,  ischio- 
gloteal  rheumatism,  epicranial,  (oephalodynia,)  cervical, 
(anchenodynia,)  and  fadal  rheumatism.  In  these  I 
bare  seen  it  of  peculiar  service,  and  in  one  case  of 
rheumatic  ophthalmia,  afterthe  inflammatory  spmptoms 
had  been  reduced,  and  the  patient  was  annoyed  with 
the  pains  about  the  eye  and  brow,  in  which  l  ad- 
ministered it,  it  was  attended  with  alleviation  and 
subsidence  of  the  pains  within  sixteen  hours  of  being 
commenced.  I  am  not  prepared  to  aJlert  that  this 
salt  will  prove  of  benefit  in  those  cases  of  chronic 
rheumatism,  wheire  the  disease  has  already  affected 
the  cellular  tissue,  bone,  or  cartilage,  and  occssioned 
such  appearances  of  morbid  anatomy  as  have  been 
described  "by  Hasse.  It  may  relieve,  but  I  cannot 
believe  it  possibly  curative. 

With  respect  to  gout,  my  opportunities  of  liip^lying 
this  remedy  ^ave  been  less  numerous  than  in  rheu- 
matispi,  yet  iiumerous  enough  to  enable  me  to  speak 
with  certainty  of  its  great  value  as  a  remedy ;  when 
given  in  the  doses  I  have  mentioned,  it  produces  but 
little  sensible  operatioB  beyond  that  most  important  of 
all,  the  gradual  (in  two  or  three  cases  I  have  seen  it 
act  almost  instantaneously,)  diminution  of  the  distres- 
sing symptoms.  With  this  vie#  I  have  always  prefaced 
its  use  by  well  cleansing  out  the  bowels  with  proper 
aperients,  and  then  ordering  the  phosphate  everjr  eight 
hours  in  simple  water,  or  occasionally  in  conjunction 
with  a  bitter  infusion  and  spirits  of  nitre,  the  best 
infusion  perhaps  being  that  of  the  serpentaria,  as  it 

'  determinet  to  the  skin.  Attention  both  before  and 
during  the  administration  of  the  phosphate  to.the  due 
performance  of  the  various  functions  eonnected  with 
the  primary  assimilating  iM'tfleesses  is  of  great  masnent. 
A  slight  alterative  aperient  of  merairial  piUf  and  com- 
pound rhubarb  pill,  given  every  other  night,  t^lee  or 
thrice,  has  answered  well.  I  have  seldoni' middled 
with  the  inflamed  part  beyond  ordering  perfecf^eiit,  and 
ezcitiBg  perspiration  by  means  of  fleecy  hosiery  or 
iamtl,  covered  over  with  oil-silk,  occasionally  a  light 
anodyne  pooltice  or  narcotic  fomentation,  nn^of  copne 

^•«  ooDiisteiit  diet,  and  abstinence  from  every  4^ing 
Iriltathig  hoth  of  body  and  mittd,  weM.poi»U,daly 
nmembcred.  Inthtthhrd  case  in  wbieb  I  employed  the 
«lt|  U  WM  itvikiagly  bMeflcial.     A  poor  buui»  » 


dispensary  patient,  a  very  gonty  snbjecly  had  ha4  an 
attack  fbr  two  or  three  week%  being  coniiied  wiioUjr  Is 
his  bed  or  arm-chair.  He  bad  tried,  and  I  had  pit* 
vioBsly  used,  most  of  the  most  renowaod  jymrdias, 
with  Httle  or  no  reKef.  On  a  Wednesday  afternoon 
he  commenced  taking  the  phosphate  of  amnaoni^ 
(ten  grains  every  eight  bonn,)  and  on  the  Fkidaf 
morning  following  he  attended  me  at  the  dispensafj* 
walking  each  way,  and  informed  om  ho  bad  lost  all  pnin» 
«nd  that  the  swelling  and  sttftaeis  wore  rapidly  evb- 
siding.  To  use  his  own  words,  "  the  seooad  donn  M 
this  last  mixture  had  acted  Ifte  a  charm."  Ob  the 
Tuesday  following  he  began  his  work  again  as  a  m4 
I  ordered  his  continuance  fdr  a  short  time  of  the 
combining  it  witH  a  bitter  infusion,  and  the  regular 
of  a  mild  aperient. 

This  latter  point  of  continuing  the  remedy  a  short 
time,  I  consider  a  matter  of  importance,  paying  at  the 
same  time  particular  attention  to  the  condition  of  tbt 
digestive  organs.  With  regard  to  the  valne  of  this 
s^lt  as  a  solvent  upon  the  gouty  concretions 
formed,  my  experience  does  not  enable  me  to 
with  any  certainty,  but  my  observations  lend  me  to 
state  in  a  positive  manner  its  poweii  to 
the  increase,  and  I  believe  the  formation  of  thi 
So  great  is  the  solvent  action  of  the  phosphate  of 
ammonia,  after  being  introduced  into  the  system,  npon 
uric  acid,  that  I  am  almost  inclined  to  think  calcnlows 
disease  of  that  nature  may  be  very  greatly  benefitted 
by  its  employment.  It  is  worthy  of  coasidemtiBB 
when  we  remember  the  finqnent  occiience  of  nie 
acid  calculi,  and  the  fact  that  mdst  ethers  of 
character  have  uric  acid  for  their  nnclens.  In  lit 
acid  gt^vel  I  have  frequently  used  it,  and 
has  taught  me  that  it  causes  a  very  rapid  decrease  and 
disappearance  of  the  red  crystal-line  sediment ;  It 
quickly  reaches  the  urine,  (as  I  have  testified  oftentimes 
upon  my  own  person,)  when  laigly  diluted.  IMr, 
Alexander  Ure*  has  recommended  the  benaoic  acid 
fbr  the  Same  purpose.  I  have  used  it  many  tii 
but  never  with  so  marked  a  result  as  with  the 
phate  of  aftimonia.  Dr.  Garrod  has  stated,  and  his 
statement  has  been  confirmed  by  Dr.  Booth  aad 
fioyer,  of  Philadelphia,  that  uric  add  is 
by  the  conversion  of  benzbic  acid  into  hippavie 
the  urea  alone  being  diminished. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  recorded  at  the 
mination  of  these  remarks,  the  clinical  experimeafi 
I  have  made  with  this  salt  upon  gout  and  rheamatissB, 
together  with  the  cases  which  have  been  the  Ibiiada- 
tion  of  this  paper,  with  a  chemical  and  ntk 
detail  of  all  partienlars;  bat  I  fear  I  ^aie 
detained  the  Association  too  long,  and 
fore  reserve  these  particulars  netil  a  fBtore' 
merely  remarking  in  conclusion,  that  the  ealylojosiml 
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of  Ihit  or  any  other  aolveiU  which  may  be  sug- 
gMttd»  elthoogh  it  may  relieve,  it  not  the  curatlre 
«|«ftt  For  (hit  we  muft  go  deeper  into  the  eMOfu, 
«hd  Atteiid  to  the  pathologioal  eonditioB  of  tboM  Oigau 
principally  concerned  in  the  primary  aieiasilatiag 
processes  upon  which  the  excess  of  oric  acid  and  its 
CDmpoands  I  believe  chiefly  depends.  I  would  not  on 
this  account  depreciate  the  value  of  such  a  medicine 
m»  the  phosphate  of  ammonia ;  on  the  contrary^  as  you 
luivo  aeeni  I  hold  it  of  the  highest  value  in  lessening 
initatioa  and  the  winaiy  formatioBs^  at  the  same  time 
thai  we  are  endeavwmiay  to  remove  the  primitiy  caase 
of  Che  deposit.  Both  of  ooone  are  poinls  of  the  hai^Bt 
importance  in  our  treatment,  aid  shonid  be 
bered  as  such. 

20,  Walcot  Parade,  Bath, 
September,  1847. 


CASE  OP  GENERAL  ANASARCA; 

TRBATED  BY  DIGITALIS,    GRADUALLY  "iNCRIAStKO 
TRB   DOSB  TO  THB  FtTLLEST  BXTBNT. 

By  Donald  M'Donald,  E8q.,M.R.C.S.,Tivertott. 

.  On  August  Mth»  1^7t  I  was.coB^ulted  by  Mr.  T.  P., 
aged  5^  for  general  aiiasar^a.  He.  has  been  for  many 
years  occupied  in  agiicoltural  pursuits,  buc  his  circum- 
staBces  of  life  never  required,  his  exposure  to  vicissi- 
tudes of  temperature.  He  stales  that  be  has  been 
inclined  to  corpulency  for  some  years.  His  habits 
have  been  rather  those  of  a  b<m  vnmti,  although  he 
never  greatly  indulged  in  the  use  of  alcoholic  drinks. 
He  has  become  moderate  in  his  living  since  the  com- 
BseBcement  of  his  Ulnessy  (about  two  years,)  in  fact  he 
1ms  been  quite  obcdseskt  t»  the  inscnwtioaa  aet  down 
bgr  hie  medical  adviicia, 

I  fonnd  him  in  the  following  state  :— Tumultuous 
notion  <if  the  heart  i  frequent  pulse  i  sense  of  weight 
Bod  oppression  in  the  region  of  the  heart  and  epigas- 
trium i  dyspnoea  at  times  very  severe,  amounting  to 
orthopooea;  extreme  difficulty  (indeed  an  almost 
impossibility,)  in mountiuga  hill;  flatulence ;  frequent 
sydlcope;  countenance  with  a  distressed  expression; 
anasarca  general.  The  inflltration  through  the  lower 
extremities  was  so  great,  that  had  not  the  remedies 
taken  imaiediate  effect,  I  should  have  bad  reconrse 
to  punctsre  on.  the  moraing  of  the  3rd  day;  bowels 
rcgldsr  ;  Briae  very  scaatyt  depositing  a  red  sediment. 
Xha  cause  of  the  anasarca  (agreeably  to  tbe  symptoms 
above  given,)  was  disease  of  tbe  heart  and  valves. 
Upon  appljring  the  stethoscope  the  following  signs  were 
revealed : — Murmur  distinct  to  tbe  right  of  the  mesial 
line;  distinct  purring  tremor.  A  Oruit  de  tonfUt 
attended  tbe  leut  exertion.  In  addition  to  these 
mgns  there  was  general  venous  congestion  of  the  sur- 
face, more  particularly  the  face,  lips,  neck,  and  hands. 
The  jugular  veins  were  much  dilated  and  pulsatiBg 
Bynchrononsly  with  the  hearts  My  diagnosis  was  this  :— 
Induration  of  the  tricuspid  and  mitral  valves,  the 
latter  to  a  less  degree*  and  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
▼imtricile.  This  sute  of  things  will  thereiere  satis- 
factorily account  for   the  supesvenfion  of  anasarca. 


I  will  jnst  mention  that  he  had  given  himself  up  to 
die  some  days  before  consulting  me,  from  having 
experienced  no  relief  from  several  members  of  the 
profession,  under  whom  he  had  consecutively  placed 
himself,  and  from  the  Arm  conviction  that  he  wai 
rapidly  sinking  and  far  beyond  all  aid. 

August  14th.  As  I  mentioned  above,  this  was  my 
first  -day's  attendance.    I  ordered  him  :— 

R.  Pil.  Hydrsiig.,  Pulv.  Scillss,  ntrq.  gr.  iv.  M. 
Fuuity  pil.  y.,  bora  somni  sumendss. 

.  The  liver  being  souiewbat  at  fault,  the  above  was 
prescribed  to  ensure  a  supply  of  proper  bile. 

^^^  T^nct.  Digitalis,  m.  xv. ;  Potassss  Acetatis,  dr.  j. ; 
Sp.  Juniperi  Co.,  dr.  ij. ;  Decoct.  Scoparii  Co.,  ^  .xiv. 
Fiat  haustus  bis  quotldie  sumendus.  Animal  broths 
twice  a  day.    A  little  gin  and  water  at  night. 

15th.  Rept.  piluln.  Rept.  haustus  cum  Tinct  Digi- 
talis, m.  XXV.,  bis  qnotidie.   Diet,  dec,  as  yesterday. 

16tb.  The  patient  this  day  stated  that  he  felt  better 
ulrmdy.  He  said,  to  use  his  own  expression,  that  he 
was.not  "so  stiff." 

Omittantur  pilulia.  Rept.  haustus  bis  die,  cum 
Tinct.  Dii^talis,  m.  xxv. 

17th.  Tbe  sweUing  manifestly  reduced ;  can  fasten 
his  boQt-strings  a  little,  which  he  has  not  been  able'  to 
do  for  many  months.  Urine  increased  from  a  pint  to 
a  pint  and  a  half  during  the  night. 

Rept.  haustus,  (bis  in  die,)  cum  Tinct.  Digitalis, 
m.  XXX.    Diet,  dec,  as  before. 

18tb.  Swelling  still  reducing;  urine  increased  to 
a  quart  last  night;. says  he  feels  quite  a  new  man; 
breathing  much  relieved,  and  he  is  altogether  easier 
and  more  comfortable. 

.Rept.  haostus,  (bis  die,)  cum  Tinct.  Digitalis,- 
m.  XXXV. 

19th.  Urine  and  swelling  in  statu  quo,  I  increhsed 
the  Tinct.  Digitalis,  m.  x.,  this  day,  making  m.  xlv.  in 
each  draogbt.  Diet  &c.,  as  before. 

20th.  Three  pints  of  urine  passed  during  the  sight ; 
swellfng  much  abated ;  he  states  that  he  can  move 
abont  much  better,  and  ascend  the  stairs  with  very 
little  trouble. 

Rept.  haustus,  (bis  die,)  cum  Tinct.  Digitalis,  m.  f. 

2l8t.  Fully  under  tbe  influence  of  the  digitalis. 
Complains  of  headache,  dimness  of  sight  with  muscm 
volitantes,  and  feeling  of  syncope.  Has  passed  during 
the  night  at  least  two  quarts  of  urine;  swelling  nearly 
gone;  scarcely  nny  pitting  ;  ht  is  now  able  to  fasten  his 
shoes  tightly.  His  clothes  hang  about  him  in  bags  to 
such  an  extent,  that  he  is  obliged  for  eomnHm  comfort, 
to  'Inve  them  much  drawn  in.  From  his  feeling  so 
weak  this  day,  I  ordered  him— 

R.  Sp.  Ammon.  Arom.,  Tinct.  Cinchonss  Co.,  utrq., 
dr. }. ;  Mist.  Camphors,  dr.  x.  M.  Fiat  haustus  quintii 
horis-  sumendus.  Two  glasses  of  wine  and  boiled 
miittoo. 

121.2nd.  Effects  of  the  digitalis  stilf  remaining.  Rept. 
haust.  ut  heri  quintis  horis  sumendus.  Diet  ftc,  as 
yesterday. 

23rd.  Effects  of  the  digitalis  rapidly  passing  off} 
^rou#  infiltration  has  totally  gone,  and  asr^gards  his 
Ite'end  appearaaee,  he  sutes  that  he  is  just  the  same 
u  hB  used  to  le  when  in  perfect  health.    He  can 
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noniit  the  lUirs  with  faeilSty,  and  begiat  now  It  take 
daily  exercise  out  of  doors. 

Jtept.  haustas  qutntli  horis.    Diet,  ftc.»  as  oavaL 

24th.  Great  improremeat.  To  coatiave  as  yesterday. 

27th.  The  accounts  are  highly  faToorable. 

September  3rd.  My  patient  states  that  he  can  now 
d6  Without  roe»  feeling  **  quite  well,  and  his  heart  more 
qniet  than  it  hu  been  for  the  last  two  years."  I 
atmply  ordered  him  the  following :— R.  Pil.  Rhei  Co, 
gr.  yj. ;  FQ.  Scillft,  gr.  ir.  M.  Fiat  pil.  ij.,  hora  sonmi 
hti  in  hebdomiide  snmend.  R.  Qointntt  Disulph., 
gr.  IBS. ;  Add.  Nitro-Hydrochlot.)  m.  r.  -,  TInct.  Cas- 
cftiilltt,^.  ij. ;  Aqns  Distillat  dr.  x.  M,  Fiat  hauftna 
ueridie  quotidie  snmendus. 

In  condnslon,  allow  me  to  obserre,  that  many  parties 
m^y  say  that  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  use  of 
di^talis  in  anasarca;  neither  is  there  certainly,  but  I 
maintain  that  its  greKt  good  (tmd  wMeh  hoe  net  been 
euffcienify  obeertedy)  is,  by  gradually  increasing  the 
d6se  erery  day,  {narrowfy  watching  the  patient  at  kOMt 
three  timet  in  the  24  hours,}  and  carrying  it  to  the 
gireatett  poeiibh  exientf-^L  c,  until  mnsc«  Tolitanto, 
and  the  other  symptoms  of  poisoning  from  the  drog, 
uneqtdvoeaUg  make  thehr  appearance.  I,  moreover, 
maintain  that  this  mode  of  treatment  is  far  preferable 
to  the  one  byfaydragogue  cathartics,  the  depressing 
effects  of  which,  upon  a  constitution  preriously  much 
a^ttered  by  disease,  not  unfreqnently  produce  (as  I 
hare  more  than  once  witnessed,)  fatal  results. 


it  eame  on  snddenly,  accompanied 
and  a  dreadful  aensation  of 
tnm  the  asm*  hiisisrsd  on  tim 
admiwitarad*  with 
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CASE  OF  SPASMA  GLOTTIDIS. 
sd  m  nni^B  of  vmm  norixoiAL  uwrntOAL  AVn 

SUE«1CAL  JOVBNAI.. 

I  am  indneed  to  send  you  the  following  case  for 
publication,  from  having  read  in  the  number  of  the 
Journal  which  has  just  reaehed  me,  (Now  XX.,  October 
6tb,)  twoaimiJar  cases  of  this  aot^sry  common  disease, 
(at  least,  as  fsr  as  gtown-np  persons  art  ooocerned,) 
communicated  by  Dr.  Wardell.  The  remarks  of  that 
gindeman,  which  accompanied  his  cases*  are  corrobo* 
rated  very  fuOy  by  the  present  case,  and  as  they  most 
ha  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  most  of  your  readers,  I 
wiU  content  myself  by  merely  relating  the  case  as 
ia^peifeetly  copied  in  my  note  book  at  the  time. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  OORRINGE,  M.R.C.S.E., 

Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary. 
October  28,  1847. 


Caroline  Sampson,  aged  25,  from  the  parish  of 
niogao,  was  admitted  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cariyoo, 
at  the  Royal  Cornwall  Infirmary,  on  the  29th  of  July, 
184/  ;  of  middle  stature,  slight  make,  dark  hair  and 
eyesy  and  rather  of  chlorotic  appearance.— Hirfory  : 
States  that  she  has  been  suffering  from  difficulty  of 
breathing  for  more  than  twelve  months;  that  it  is 
getting  worse  daily;  is  not  aware  that  she  caught  cold 
a^out  the  time  of  its  first  troubling  her,  but  states  that 


this  time  she  has  never  refsinad  her 
and  IB  snl^ect  to  (requent  pasoxyams  of  dyspi 
The  catamenia  has  been  irregular  for  two  years,  and 
for  the  last  five  months  nerer  appeared  at  all.— ^eten/ 
Symptome :  Eyes  suffused ;  coontenaace  anxious,  awl 
expressive  of  great  anffering;  answers  qoesttoni  onljr 
in  a  low  whisper;  breatirfng-perforeiad  wtth  Ae  i 
diAtaky^'and  aeeowpaaied'WMii  a-evowngj 
to  bt  dininctiy  heard  in  tiie .s^(eining  laniu  ;  m 
tims^.  tig^iiM  asinisthaf.nppie  pail  of  <ha  cbok). 
pnlea  iMaU  and  qnickj  akin  hotaad  moist;  hovels* 
confined. 

Applic.  Hhrndinea  sex  gattyi  j  atp eelca  Cataplaanaa 
Lini  R.  Calom.,gr.  v.;  Conf.^ArFt.ptl.  hacaocte. 
Hanst  Sennse  Co.  eras  mane. 

30th.  Leeches  bM  fireelys  bowels  acted  twice; 
breathing  eaaelly  the  aama  9  coosp laina  of  teaderacsa 
akmg  the  spine  when  pressed ;  urine  natural. 

Applic.  EmpU  Caatharid.  gottari  R.  Tinct.  Valer. 
Ani,».  Tinct.  Feiri  Am.,  otiq.,  dr.  ss.tter  die  ex.  Aq. 
Month.  Pip.,  OS.  iss. 

August  7th.  Goaa  on  nsnek  the  sava  sfeMft  lait 
report ;  no  ameodmeiMk  AbMrt  €<p.m.  I  waa  caHe4t» 
her,  the  nnrse  statfaig  that  the  was  in  a  it.  I 
her  stretched  at  full  length  an  the  bed ;  her 
legs  perfectly  stiff;  the  face  crimeoa,  aad  eyea  livatad 
on  the  ceiling ;  the  breathing  painful  ta  the  eaXnme, 
and  the  cronp^Kke  noise  louder  than  I  had  eiw  beasd 
it  before.  Some  eold  water  was  dashed  opon  her  lhce» 
and  after  a  few  minntes  a  deeper  inspirsiiott  follasw4» 
and  ended  the  paroxysm.  As  soim  as  she  was  a  tttdv 
tranquil,  f  gave  her  the  ieUenrtn^  draught  s— 

R.  8p.  ^th.  Sniph.  Co.,dr.sa.;  niet-Ofiiy^rvak^ 
Sp.  Ad*  Co.,  m.  xx.  M. 

9th.  She  became  more  traoq«il«  aad  alept  after  tha 
diftnght  of  last  eveaing^  aad  this  moniiag  the  hmtiaay 
is  freer,  bat  she  eomplaina  of  Woleai  yaia  ovar  th» 
dorsal  vertebrsB,  increased  on  pressure,  and  paiaM 
also  if  the  integuments  only  are  pinched.  Dr.  Barinai 
saw  her  to^ay  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Cariyoa»  aad 
ordered  flannels,  wrung  firom  hot  water>and  thendl|ppad 
ia  turpentine,  to  be  applied  to  the  whak  lenglb  of 
the  spine. 

Ange  Tinct.  Ferrt  Ammon.  ad.  scr.  i}. 

10th.  The  flannels  with  tarpeatiaa  Ac.  ware  apf  Had 
until  smarting  and  redness  ware  prodaead,  bat  arlA 
very  little  relief  to  the  pain,  lb  be  repeaeed  K|gfce  aad 
morning.    Continue  the  mixture. 

15th.  Breathing  mnch  in  the  same  state;  has  hadaa 
paroxysm  since ;  noise  still  audible  all  over  the  roons.— 
Phyeical  eigne :  Stroke-sound  perfectly  clear  orer  the 
chest,  before  and  behind.  The  stethoscope  detecta 
nothing  wrong  more  than  increased  respiratory  mor- 
mur,  but  when  placed  over  the  neck  a  loud  whiatUag 
noise  is  heard;  the  sounds  of  the  heart  are  normaly  hnt 
the  impulse  is  rather  too  great;  tenderness  over  Iba 
spine  increased  in  extent  and  degree. 

To  hare  a  caUplasm  of  linseed  meal,  made  villi  a 
solution  of  opium,  applied  to  the  whole  length  of  tha 
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5lpj^«      Two  ouBcei  of  red  wine  daily.     Gontioufl^ 
.^e  mUtiire.    . 

.  20th. .  Yerylittli  akeimtuw ;  ipoakt  only  in  a  wkvspcr ; 
iiM  iMid.  out  paro3C|rMii>,Bioc«  last  report,  abont  tboeaoie 
jtiine  in  .the  ereniog  es  the  Uet,  after  which,  ehe  slept 
-ODaadty,  hot  the  ^jEteemitiee  tbie  time  weie  oomnUaed  $ 
Jboweia  confined. 

R.  PiLAioeacnatMyrrha,  acr.j.;  Pil.  aalhvwCe., 
scr.  ij.  i  M.  Rant  pU.  zij«,  j  sinuil  ac  mitt 

24th.  Bowels  now  in. a  regular  state ;  no  fit  sioce; 
,  breathing  the  aaasas  beefe  exceedingly  painfal^  so  that 
Jier  clothes  oanso  her*pain  when  dressed ;  passed  no- 
.■fine  foraizleeik  hows.    * 

.  Caeiuik  Cr.,  laadbjpa  ad  on.  if.  &•  Polpi.iNtentis, 
<0^^laBdie«jpea.Uni,ostfy.  Cont.  pU.  Onitt. 
Mist.  Valeriana,  &c. 

2^  Cteaeisnia  prmmi  <Aii  «enM^>  hat  teyy 
slight ;  nrine  now  natural 9  and  pant  in  the  hackanch 
lelieTed ;  the  breathing  also  is  matertsUy  iaipfievtfl. 

Septeflaher-4th*  Continues  to  improve  $  '*TH*^''itg 
ioafcely  audible  until  yon  cone  to  her  l|Bdside;A0 
mention  made  of  pain  in  her  back  now.  •  The  enta- 
nania  iasted  only  one  day» 

18th.  The  inprovemeat  baagiadnally  progrcseed 
since  last  report  until  this  ereningi  when  she  had  ,a 
violent  attack  of  dyspneea,  similar  to  the  last,  with 
cottvnUoBs  of  Ae-eatmuMest  (fhtMF  attacks  kave 
always  occurred  about  the  same  hour,)  it  was  followed 
by^pain  in  the  back.'  .^ 

Electro-magnetism,  to  be  applied  alongihespine^  and 
ijrom  the  sacrum  to.  the  pubes,  every  morning. 
.   26th.  Since  last  report  the  eleclfo-magaetisnii  has 
been  applied  daily,  and  this  moniiag  the  cataaMuia 
again  appearedt  with  relief  to  the  back  and  bieathing. 

Ffon  this  time  she  continued  to  improve  rapidly ; 
the  cataaenla  lasted  three  days,  and  when  discharged, 
kervntoe  was  only  a  Mle  hoarse,  bat  berbreattnng 
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CiMSK  OF  SPASMA  OLOTTiraS. 
to  Tfeis  BniTOR  or  t&b  frotincial  ircnicAL  a.md' 

SUBGICAL  JOVAMA.L. 

The  following  case  may  perhaps  be  interesting  to 
some  of  your  readers,  in  connection  with  those  relate^ 
by  Dr.  Wardell,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Provinetal 
J&mmaL  •      .       . 

I  am»  Sir^  your  obedieBt  aecvftot, 

RJCHAEO  ALFORD. 
Tewkesbury,  October  26, 1847. 


W.  R,,  farmer's  servant,  aged  21,  a'  strong  healthy* 
looking  person ;  has  always  enjoyed  good  health. 

Oct.  16th.  This  aunning  at  six  o'cloek,  I  was  oaUed 
an  great  haste  to  him.  His  friends  informed  me.  that 
he  was  very  well  until  j  oat  before  they  sent.  He  had 
not  been  to  bed,  bat  had  staid  up  all  night ,  with  them 
pireviously  to  going  to  his  place  as  a  serrant,  and  just 
as  he  was  leafing  the  house  with  his  bundle,  he 
suddenly  complained  of  difficulty  of  breathing,  and 
was  *'  uken  in  a  fit/'    On  my  arriral  he  was  seated  oi^ 


a  chair,  and  unable  to  speak,  but  so  Aur  sensible  as  to 
point  to  his  throat  His  uvula  was  inflamed  and  BMiok 
elongated,  and  there  was  considerable  reduces  of  the 
fauces^  but  the  tonsils  were  not  enlarged ;  he  had  not 
however  complained  of  being  unwell.  On  passing  asf 
finger  into  his  throat,  no  foreign  body  could  bo 
detected  at  the  rima  glottidis,  and  I  concluded  that  the 
infiannnation  had  extended  from  the  fauoes  to  the 
larnyx.  The  symptoms  were  most  urgent;  he  made 
violent  eiforts  to  breath,  but  inspiration  was  only 
occasionally  eflfected,  attended  by  an  audible  sound, 
and  his  whole  frame  was  thrown  into  contortions,  thefi 
followed  an  interval  of  repose.  The  pulse  was  sloir 
and  laboured,  and  the  whole  aspect  showed  evidence  of 
threatened  sofTocatioDj  so  urgent  that  I  folt  much 
disposed  to  open  the  trachea,  fecuring  immediate 
cholang.  I  endeavoured  to  make  him  sick4>y  pattii^ 
my  finger  in  his  throat,  and  giving  him  mustard  and 
water,  (the  latter  he  could  not  swallow,)  but  wUhout 
success.  I  then  bled  him  in  the  arm,  bat  the  pulso 
soon  sank,  snd  not  more  than  about  ten  ounces  of 
blood  were  uken,  thougli  with'  evident  relief. 

R.  Ant  Potsss.  Tartr.,  gr.  I  v. ;  Tinct  Opii.,  dr.  as. ; 
A<{us»,  oz.  iss.'  M .  Samai  dindd.  statim  eC  rspt  post 
sonii-horam 

8  a.m.  Has  vomited  freely;  breaths  more  easily, 
but  cannot  speak. 

R.  Antimonii  Potass.  Tartr.,  gr.  xii.;  Polv.  Ipecae. 
dr.  j. ;  Aqoe,  oz  vj.  M.  Somat  cooh.  magna,  semihora 
quaque. 

1 1  a.m.  Sent  for  in  great  haste ;  found  him  gasping 
for  breath.  Venesection  to  twenty  ounces.  Hirudlnes 
vj.  gtttturi.  Continue  the  mixture,  and  let  a  pint  and 
a  half  of  gruel  be  given  in  an  enema. 

I  p.m.  Better,  but  still  suffers  from  paroxysms  of 
dyspnosa  at  Intervals,  though  less  violent  than  in  the 
morning.  No  action  of  the  bowels.  Repeat  the  enema. 
Continue  mixture  occasionally  when  the  dyspnosa 
becomes  urgent  Has  vomited  freely  and  brought  up  a 
good  deal  of  mucus,  and  some  bile,  &c. 

Calomel,  gr.  vj.  statim.  R.  Calomel.,  gr.  xvj.;  Polv. 
Doveii  gr.  xii.  M.  Divid.  in  palv.  iv. ;  sumat  j.  quartis 
horis. 

Fe^rs.— >W.  R.  has.  gradually  prpgreesed  aiace  the 
last  report,  and  now  breathes  quietly*  and  haa  a-moUt 
skin ;  he  can  also  speak,  though  not  mere  than  a  word 
or  two  at  a  tlose. 

16tb.  7  a.m.  Has  had  one  or  two  attacks  of  dysp. 
nsea  in  the  night,  bat  is  deddedly  better  this  monilqg, 
end  has  slept  calmly  at  Intervals ;  bowels  not  open ;  the 
second  enema  was  not  given.  Ordered  two  oaChartic 
powders,  with  a  drop  of  cvelen  oil  In  each ;  one  iouas- 
dlately,and  to  be  repeated  in  two  honiaif  requtsed. 

I I  a.m.  Has  taken  both  powders,  and  the  bowels  ata 
well  relieved  ;  in  every  way  batter. 

Vespere,  Complains  of  pain  in  the  bowels,  whfeb  I 
ordered  to  be  fomented ;  in  all  other  respects  going 
on  well. 

17th.  Slept  well  and  says  that  he  is  now  ^  quite  well'^ 
The  poor  fellow  leems  very  gratefhU 

R.  Potass*  Nlt.r,  dr.  j. ;  Pulv.  Ipeeac.,  gr.  tI.  ;  ft. 
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amfutahon  of  the  arm. 


Cattph.  Comp.)  dr.  j. ;  Aqom,  oz.  vj.    M.  Samat  ooob. 
ii,  nagna.  ter  die.    Mild  diet. 

1%0l  From  tlUt  time  W.  R.  soon  recorered.  I  Icept 
liim  a  eloae  prisoner  for  some  days,  and  applied  Argenti 
Ultras  to  (he  urnla,  which  was  ulcerated  at  iU  free  end.'' 

RsiCAaKS. — This  case  forcibly  illnstrates  the  Talae 
of  tartar  emetic  in  affections  of  the  larynx.  Vomiting 
always  affords  relief;  and  the  prostration  occasioned 
hy  the  combined  effect  of  hleedil^g  and  tartar  emetic 
•nbdoes  inflammation  and  relaxes  spasm.  The  mercury 
was  of  coarse  a  precautionary  measare,  to  keep  op 
the  anti.inflammatory  action,  and  check  effasion»  &c.». 
bot  in  these  rery  urgent  cases  tartar  emetic  is  the  sheet* 
anchor. 


CASE  OF  AMPUTATION  OF  THE  ARM,  PER- 
FORMED UNDER  THE  INFLUENCE  OF 
JETHER:  ABNORMAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
THE  BRACHIAL  ARTERY. 

By  Cbaexkb  Andskton,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Leigh,  near 

Manchester. 


September  21,  1847.  In  company  with  my  Ttry 
worthy  and  intelligent  friend  and  professional  neigh- 
bour, Mr.  Manley,  and  his  son,  I  remored  the  arm  of 
a  poor  scrofulous  girl,  of  the  name  of  Margery  Meadotrs, 
aged  15  years. 

She  laboured  under  ttnimoM  dcgeoeration  of  th^ 
clbow'joint,  of  three  or  four  years  standing.  The 
joint  was  enormously  enlarged,  with  a  multitude  o| 
orifices  penetrating  its  surface,  whence  flowed  pu^ 
nixed  with  a  fluid  resem  bliog  synoria.  The  catamen^ 
bad  not  appeared. 

We  commenced  by  administering  ssther  per  inhalor, 
which  was  superintended  by  Mr.  Edmund  Manley,  a 
atudent  at  the  Manchester  School  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  with  considerable  tact;  but,  owing  to  the 
strength  of  the  sther,  and  the  somewhat  imperfect 
state  of  the  instrument,  (although  a  new  one^)  her 
glottis  became  exposed  to  too  mtinse  a  stimulusi 
giring  rise  to  repeated  conTulaife  expirations,  in  the 
^Mpe  of  short  rapid  coughs.  Notwithstanding  these 
little  embarrassments,  the  specific  properties  of  the 
ssther  became  manifest,  after  respiring  for  three  or 
four  minutes.  I  then  immediately  commenced  the 
operation  by  "  circular  incision,**  and  the  diTisiofi  of 
the  integuments  was  completed  without  the  lent  in- 
dication of  pain  on  the  part  of  the  patient;  but 
immediately  the  knife  was  applied  for  the  dinsion  Hsf 
the  musclesi  the  patient  began  to  scream,  and  obviously 
to  feel  intensely,  and  this  she  continned  through  the 
.  remainder  of  the  operation. 

I  ought  to  obsenre,  that  I  conceive  the  effectf  of  the 
;  ssther  did  not  protect  the  patient  for  longer  than  one 
mnute.  Prom  the  profound  cerebro-spinal  tqrpor 
which  the  ather  appeared  subsequentiy  to  occssion, 
in  the  dilated  pupil,  laboured  and  feeble  pulse,  cold 
'  perspirations,  snspiratory  respirations,  collapsed  ntus-^ 
cular  fibre,  &c.>  I  should  feel  a  great  degree  of  hesita- 
tion, on  any  future  occasion,  in  administeriDg  iho 
ssther,  more  especially  in  weak  and  lymphatic  subjects, 
ike  the  one  under  consideration . 


After  completing  the  operation  of  removal,  we  di9- 
covered,  to  our  surprise  and  embarrassment,  that  there 
was  an  abnormal  distribution  of  the  brachSal  artery,  tiie 
only  vessel  requiring  ligature  being  a  small  (not  larger 
than  a  terminal,}  branch  of  the  superior  preAmda,  on 
the  tstenud  side  of  the  bone ! !  On  esmnittatioB  of 
the  Ause  of  the  stomp,  there  was  a  forcibl».palsnliOB  ia 
the  normal  sitnation  of  the  brscUal,  whidi,  on  tracmg» 
appesred  to  take  a  circumflex  course  anteriorly. 

Under  these  (to  our  minds  not  very  safe,)  circnm* 
stances,  we  did  not  feel  Justified  in  bringing  the  edges 
of  the  stump  together  immediately,  from  a  fear  of 
secondary  hssmorrhage.  We  therefore  cautiously 
loosened  the  tourniquet,  until  sit  restraint  upon  the 
vessels  was  removed,  and  left  Ae  stomp  exposed  foe  two 
hours,  but  without  the  least  indlcslion  of  hsBaMnlMge» 
although  the  whele  of  the  vessels  over  tiie  isce  of  the 
stomp  endeared  aH  in  forcible  octM^. 

As  it  is  unoeoeesary  as  onioleresting»  to  give  the 
dsUy  report  of  the  case,  permit  me  to  say«  that  the  stomp, 
on  this,  the  13th  of  October,  is  perfectiy  cicatrised, 
without  the  least  unfavourable  sjrmptom  or  appearance 
of  hemorrhage,  from  first  to  last!!  Is  it  possible 
that  in  this  case  the  brachial  artery  could  have  been 
obliterated  by  disease? 
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CASES  FROM  PRIVATE  PRACTICE. 


By  Jonr  Richaed  Wabbsix,  M.D.,  Sdin. ; 

Late  President  of  the  Royal  Physical  aad  Baateilan  Medi- 
cal Societies,  Assistaat  Pathologist  in  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, Edinburgh,  dc.  Ac. 

{Continued  from  pag$  50d.J 

The  treattneni  of  puerperal  convuhms.  hM  oo- 
qoesriwiBbly  fooaimd  the  gsealeit  im§i^tnmu^inm 
the  sseee  osereet  epiotons  which  have  ia  eseei 
beea  formed  of  its  special  petholegy*    It 
OBanioMNielyndmitted  bysU  whehsso  bad 
eiperieoee  in  the  affection  to  entitle  their  derisien  to 
respeot,  that  all  means  are  aecondsjryaiid  inferior  to 
copious  general  hlood*letting ;  indeed  the  lanoeC  is 
our  main  dependence.    The  great  fatality  of  former 
times  it  is  now  evident,  was  on  account  of  the  timid 
and  ineffectual  manner  iii  which  they  employeAthis» 
when  energeticaUy  used,  potent  remedy.    A   ansatt 
ldood«letting'ia.of  no  ose  whatever ;  we  moet  opea  the 
veto  by  a  large  orifice  eo  that  a  full  stream  be  eoBiflgil, 
and  when  the  blood  is  not  freely  abstracted  Irhb  ooe 
arm,  we  should  open  the  veins  of  both,  or  bleed-  from 
the  jngoler  vein.    The  last-mentioned  method  how« 
ever,  is  less  to  be  recomoMnded,  than  the  preoedtag» 
I  owing   to  the '  dangers  necessarily  associated    with 
hamg  recoorse  to  that<^ration9  from  the  restlessaeas 
and  constant  tossing  of  the  patient.    It  may  be  rcqaisite 
to  abstract  twenty,  thirty,  and  even  forty  ounces^  at 
one  bleeding,  and  it  soasetimes  happens  that  fifty  or 
sixty  n»y  he  drawn  in  the  course  of  three  or  Ibor 
hours.    In  the  case  now  given*  thirty-five  oon^ee  wcse 
taken  at  the  first  bleeding,  and  twelve  more  alteswarda^ 
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nwkiiig  the  total  Iom  of  blood  in  three  hours,  forty- 
WTen  onncei,  exclasive  of  what  was  soon  after  taken  by 
the  leeches.  There  is  no  disease  in  which  we  can  with 
.«dfintage  bleed  more  heroically  than  in  this.  Her 
pn]ae,  VM  not  particularly  accelerated,  butit  felt  strong 
aod  forcible  beneath  the  fingers ;  and  it  if  in  such 
eases  that  we  can  well  nigh  always  bleed  freely  with 
iMiefit.  From  the  quick  snccesaion  of  her  fits,  the 
entire  insensibility  during  the  short  intermiasions,  the 
Tiolent  manner  in  which  she  wss  conrulsed,  the  swollen 
livid  turgidity  of  the  features,  the  loud  and  difBcuU 
stertorous  breathing,  and  the  great  prostration  which 
succeeded  each  paroxysm,  it  is  highly  probable,  that' 
unless  the  vascular  pressure  on  the  great  nenrona 
oiBlrss,  had  been  speedily  relieved  by  a  full  emission 
cS  bloody  such  difo^gsnisfttioD  would,  ere  long  hacve 
•nsned  as  to  osher  in  a  QMrtsl  issue.  Cupping  behind 
the  aedi  has  Uy  soiue  been  recommended^  and  If  'uaed 
in  conjunetion  with  the  lanoet,  there  can  be  no  question 
as  to  its  utility,  but  at  the  time  when  depletion  is 
most  required,  it  would  be  folly  to  temporize  with 
ciqipipg^besides,  where  convulsive  paroxysms  might 
return  at  any  moment,  there  would  be  much  danger 
«l  the  glasses  being  broken.  Afterwards  this  method 
is  mnch  to  be  cooMBended,  Leeohss  are  too  tardy,  in  , 
Sbeir  operation  fpr  much  reliance  to  be  pla'^ed  upon 
their  employment,  but  may  subsequently  with  proprie^ 
be  used  to  the  temples,  A  doaen  were  appUfd  in  the 
esse  of  this  woman,  and  it  is  probable  they  were  of 
service,  because,  by  whatever  meaiAi  we  lessen  the 
Tolnme  of  blood  in  circulation  we  are  acting  according 
to  correct  principles. 

RespMitiiiir  the  use  of  opkins  tksss  is  «ad  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  discrspsaqr  af  opinions  by 
aoifee  it  has  been  mush  estaUed,  by  otbets  highly 
coadamnedt  -From   its  employment   in   tfab- cass^ 

• 

Hmws  are  reasons  for  believing  that  when  properly 
administered,  that  is,  avtss  the  copious  abstpsclion 
of  blood,  It  is  of  great  utility.  It  would  be  as  improper 
to  give  a  large  dose  of  this  drug  before  bleeding,  as  it 
would  be  in  a  case  of  sero<^nterili€  infiamm8tion,"^tbe 
one  ahould  precede  the  other.  When  we  reflect  upon 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  review  the  nest  rational 
AOtiotts  entfertaiaad  rsspeeting  its  pathology*  and  re-- 
anmher  that  whatever^  otiier  coaditians  enter  into  its 
aansation,  that  pecoHar  state,  which,  for  the  want  of# 
more  precise  and  definite  phraseology,  wie  term  irritatioa 
in  the  great  nervous  centres,  either  primarily  existing  In 
themselves,  or  transmitted  by  the  incident  spinal  nerves, 
is  the  great  and  adcnowledged  cause  from  which  the 
other  phenomena  proceed,  such  agente  as  lessen-  the 
morbid  sensibility  of  the  nervous  system  wilH  it  is  fair  to 
presume,  be  of  service.  In  delirium  tremens,  uaquea- 
tionably  sUowed  to  be  the  result  of  morbid  MtcitetiOD/ 
sedatives  are  of  essential  service,  indeed  on  opiates  ve 
l^aee  our  chief  relianoe.  In  certain  forms  ofmaniaiUiii 
iMere  the  nervous  system  Is  morbidly  saseepiible  of 
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impressions,  the  same  class  of  remedies  are  ffectdedly 
beneficial.  It  may  be  urged  that  very  large  doses  of 
opium  are  apt  to  produce  visceral  congestion,  but  this 
is  less  the  case  when  the  cerebro-spioal  system  is  labour* 
iog  under  preternatural  ezciutioo,  and  when  depletive 
measures  have  been  efficiently  premised,  and  it  is  only 
after  such  that  it  is  now  recommended.  The  cases  in 
^wbich  opium  subsequent  to  bleeding,  is  mostserriceable» 
is  in  thin  and  hysterically-inclined  females,  with  whom 
has  previously  existed  a  preternatural  mobility  of  the 
nervous  system ;  but  even  in  these  it  must  not  for  a 
moment  be  Inferred  that  it  is  recommended  to  supply 
tbe  place  of  the  lancet,  but  as  an  assistant  remedy, 
because  under  all  forms  blood-letting  is  our  sheet 
anchor.  A  few  grains  of  calomel  may  advantageously 
be  administered  at  the  same  time,  because  the  biliary 
apparatus  is  often  disordered,  and  it  is  desirable  to 
emulge  the  liver  and  correct  tbe  secretions. 

Tbe  next  question  that  naturally  arises  is,— are  we  to 

deliver,  and  how  ?    It  is  the  great  efiTorto  of  the  uterus, 

those  powerful  actions  which  are  induced  in  its  expulsive 

essays,  which  develop  the  affection,  whatever  may  be 
• 

its  prime  origin,  and  as  tbe  fits  return  with  the  regtt« 
larity  of  the  pains,  it  is  obvious  that  such  pains  act  as 
excitante,  and  if  the  uterine  contents  were  expelled^ 
and  the  efforta  of  the  organ  to  cease,  the  cessation  of 
the  pains  would  tead  to  avert  or  defer  the  convulsive 
paroxysms.  A  pain  comes  on,  the  expiratory  muscles 
for  some  time  remain  in  a  continuous  fixity,  the  glot- 
tideal  fissure  becomes  closed,  the  blood  imperfectly 
aerated  is  sent  with  increased  force  and  quantity  to  the 
brain,  the  vessels  proper  to  that  organ  become  distended, 
and  pressure  and  the  convulsive  p  *t>xysms  in  consecu- 
tive order  succeed.  But  when  the  uterus  is  emptied  of 
ite  contents,  and  thns  ita  expulsive  efforta  almost  or 
entirely  abated,  it  seems  quite  conclusive  that  *the 
convulsions  will  not  be  so  likely  to  return  in  sqeb  quick 
succession.  The  delivery  I  am  aware  frequently  does  not 
cut  short  the  paroxysms,  nor  prevent  their  return,  and 
in  the  instance  now  presented  there  were  fits  after  the 
child  and  secundines  were  bom ;'  but  what  is  now  con* 
tended  for  is,  that  during  their  continuance  they  may 
.b.e  less  severe,  and  their  succession  not  so  frequent. 
lAgain,  the  ciiild  is,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  dead, 
another  reason  in  favour  of  emptying  tbe  womb.  The 
manner  in  »/bich  the  delivery  should  be  accomplished, 
entirely  depends  upon  existent  circumstances.  If  the 
head  should  be  so  far  descended  ss  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  the  short  forceps,  this  is  our  best  and  most 
expeditious  mode  of  procedure ;  if  it  should  be  above 
the  brim,  the  long  forceps  may  be  tried,  and  if  these 
'modes  are  unavailable,  we  must  turn  and  deliver 
according  to  the  ordinary  method.  Malformations  of 
the  pelvis  might  of  course  demand  tfie  operation  of 
craniotomy.  In  the  instance  of  Ann  W-— —  the  mem- 
•hranes  were  entire,  and  the  os  so  f ar  dilated,  that  with 
care  the  hand  could  be  readily  admitted.    Flaciag  the 
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p*Uent  on  ker  left  side,  the  hand  was  tntn>daced»  and 
the  feet  easily  brooght  down.  Sometimes  it  happens 
that  the  OS  is  not  snfliciently  dilated  ;  ve  may  in  snch 
cases  aitifietally  distend.  Although  this  wodmu  was 
delirered  as  qniekly  as  possible,  the  child  was  dead. 

It  is  a  point  much  contested  by  physiologisu  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  death  of  the  foetus  takes 
place,  whether  it  be  by  the  inquinated  state  of  the 
maternal  blood,  the  Teooid  and  impure  condition  of 
Fhich  is  erinced  by  the  facial  llridity  during  and  sub- 
fequent  to  the  paroxysms,  or  whether  it  be  destroyed 
by  the  operation  of  similar  radical  causes  to  those 
which  obtain  in  the  mother.  It  is  highly  probable  that 
the  shock  which  must  necessarily  be  gi?en  to  the 
fmtal  nerrons  system,  would  exert  upon  it  a  most 
powerful,  if  not  mortal,  impression,  whilst  a  degree  of 
obstruction  given  to  the  circulation  and  a  Titiated  state 
of  the  blood,  seem  at  once  sufficient  to  account  for  its 
destruction.  The  child  of  this  person,  on  being  born, 
was  extremely  lirid,  presenting  erident  marks  of 
obstructed  circulation. 

To  properly  onload  the  bowels  is  of  essential  im- 
portance, and  this  can  best  and  most  readily  be  done, 
as  regards  the  colon,  by  means  of  a  large  injection. 
In  this  case  an  ounce  of  turpentine  was  added  to  a 
quart  of  starch  gruel;  and  from  experience  in  similar 
affections,  the  addition  of  the  former  is  a  valuable 
adjunct,  often  being  followed  by  very  good  effects. 
The  bowels  were  reported  to  have  been  pretty  well 
moved  but  a  few  hours  before,  yet  it  seemed  desirable 
to  administer  the  enema  in  order  to  thoroughly  clear 
out  the  larger  bowels;  and  on  reference  it  is  said  that 
a  considerable  quantity  of  faeculent  matter  was  dis- 
charged. A  pretty  large  dose  of  calomel  was  given 
to^ct  upon  the  liver,  and  superior  portions  of  the 
canal.  We  may  give  with  advantage  five  or  six  grains 
of  calomel,  and  afterwards  one  or  two  table-spoonfuls 
of  castor  oil,  or  a  dose  of  senna  and  salts,  every  two 
hours,  until  free  evacuation  is  produced.  When  the 
bowels  are  obstinately  constipated,  one  or  two  drops 
of  the  croton  oil,  in  a  drachm  or  two  of  castor  oil,  will 
be  found  very  efficient,  and  fully  to  answer  the 
purpose  intended.  Some  writers  have,  perhaps,  laid 
more  stress  upon  the  employment  of  cathartics  than 
appears  desirable,  because  when  considerable  irritation 
is  thus  induced  along  the  digestive  mucous  surface, 
might  not  such,  according  to  the  theory  previously 
maintained,  be  liable  to  act  as  an  excitant  to  the 
paroxysms?  Cold  applications  to  the  head  should 
sedulously  be  used ;  bladders  of  ice  or  spring  water 
are,  perhaps,  the  best.  There  being  a  fall  of  snow  on 
the  ground  when  this  case  occurred,  it  was  ordered 
that  a  quantity  should  be  constantly  applied  to  the 
head,  and  there  is  little  doubt,  that  as  an  auxiliary, 
it  was  of  much  utility.  In  those  insUnces  where  there 
is  considerable  cerebral  vascularity,  in  connection  with 
hot  skin,  and  quick  pulse,  pouring  a  stream  of  cold 


water  over  the  scalp  is  foDowcd  by  very 

effects,  and  it  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  this  no4e  of 

treatment,  which  the  French  and  other  cuniitaW 

physicians  to  justly  extol,  might  with  advantage  im 

this  country  be  more  fteqaently  had  reconrse  to;  it 

fever  I  have  known  the  practice  often  sveecedsd  hf 

the  best  results.* 

Counter-irritation  along  the  eonne  of  the  spine  ini 

to  the  extremities  was  adopted,  and  with  apparent 

success.    There  is  no  plan  more  suitable  or  elicacioai 

to  produce  this  than  the  common  mustard  plastBrs} 

they  may  be  made  entirely  of  mustard  and  hot  viacgei^ 

when  they  act  readily  and  efficiently.  Ttie  tttamg  Uqwm 

of  ammonia  is  avaflabte  for  the  same  purpose,  hat 

perhapa  on  the  whole,  the  fotmei  are  preferable,  Hmm 

may  be  followed  by  bUsten  to  keep  np  the  »e6m 

should  the  cu4  be  pendilent.    BfagMtotl  to  net  OB«ke 

skin  and  kidneys  were  preMfibed;   theae  were  tie 

solutioo  of  aceut^  of  ammonia  and  the  spfarit  of  alltova 

Ktber.      During  convalescence  a   weak  infvcion  of 

cotnmbn  was  taken  as  a  tonic. 

It  may  be  obeerved;  that  in  the  report  of  tin  Utk 

Febrnaryp  her  sleep   is  said   to  be  nsadi 

She  would   awnke   from   her  short  slnmbers 

a  sudden  start  and  for  a  time  be  alarmed  and- 

wbllsl  there  wottldte  mneh  palpita^n  of  the  hcmt. 

These  symptoms  are  of  course  dependent  upon  the 

sudden  and  copious  loss  of  blood,  which  we  knov 

to  be  generally  sequela  to  large  losses  of  blood,  aa 

in  uterine  hsemorrhage,  etc.    Dr.  Marshall  Hall  hot 

proved  from  certain  experiments  on  tlie  lower  animnlit 

that  considerable  and  sudden  loss  of  blood  gives  sisett 

great  nervous  exclubilit^,  duitthe  action  of  Hm  lniM<Mk 

the  leittt  cause  of  agitation,  immediately  bccemtfpse^ 

ternaturafly  exefted,  and  there  if  ^stferally^a  dlg<ut» 

bruft.  '  In  this  case  the  murmur  wns  antfclpnted,'  Mt 

on  applying  the  stethoscope,  nothlnif  more  was  ^mWil^ 

than  the  second  sound  being  unusuklly  quick,  ainart^ 

and  clear,  giving  evidence  of  a  certain  degree  of  morVM 

excitation.    The  digitalis  and  morphia  in  conjunction 

with  an  improved  diet,  fo!Iy  answered  the  purpoae 

intended^  and  as  the  patient  gained  atrength  thane 

symptoms  readily  vanished. 

In  eoodosion  to  the  forq^oing  remarlcs  it  mny -fee 

said :— lit.  That  puerperal  leonvnlsiona  are  dt 

upon  irritation  fn  the  gre^t  nervous  eentrea,  and 

may  primarily  exist  in  these  themselves,  or  beeoasm^ 

nicated  by  the  alFerent  nervous  filaments,  tiie  latter 

being  far  more  frequently  the  case  than  the  fotmttt, 

and  that  such  morbid  impressions  are  intimately  cob» 

nected  with  the  pregnant  condition  of  the  utema,  aad 

that  the  expulsive  efforts  of  the  organ  develop  the 

morbid  actions  of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow. 

That  a  disordered  atate  of  the  bowels,  together 

mental   depression   and   morbid  eicltahlU^  «f.<te 

"        '  "■■     ■■  ■  ■       ■    !■   ;  I 

*  See  No.  XI.  of  a  seiies  •oT  popem  na  fever,  hr  Ihs 
writer  of  this  anicie,  now  pabUshlag  in  the  JfadMsi  dassMs. 
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nerfoai  system  powerfally  preditposet  to  tbe  affectioii. 
3rdJy.  That  the  means  of  treatment  most  rational,  and 
in  accordance  with  physiological  and  pathological 
deductions,  is  first  to  reKere  rascular  tnrgeacence,  which 
gives  rise  to  pressure  in  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow, 
and  then,  if  possible,  to  remore  or  mitigate  the  primary 
floorce  of  irritation,  as  by  emptying  the  nterus,  etc. 
4thlyi  That  the  copious  and  energetic  general  abstrac- 
tion of  blood  experience  has  proved  to  be  Che  chief 
measare  upon  which  we  rely,  and  that  this  mode  of 
treatment  has  been  eminently  soccessfol,  and  consider- 
ably mitigated  the  rate  of  mortality. 
Pickering,  Torkshire. 

(To  he  eontimted.) 


iS«»ltttal  lftnMrt». 


>  ^ii«  ■» 


waar  Norfolk  and  i.ynn  hospital. 


COMPLICATED  SURGICAL  INJURIES  UNDER 
« 7BE  OARG    OP   CHAHLBS  COTTON,   BSH, 

.  MiD.,  F.icc.a, 

(CtmtimMl  from  pofe  498.)     - 

itttevmis  or  tbs  skull,  uppbr  jaw,   awd  rotn- 
AAH;  cojiraBasAOM  •uFMtvmiiiiio  on  coMcvsatov} 


^  —  Sickling,  sailor  boy^  aged  15  years,  is  said  to 
have  fallen  from  tbe  fore  mast  of  a  vessel  upon  the 
deekt  a  distance  of  forty  feet;  was  taken  up  senseless  and 
bleeding  at  the  mouth,  but  afterwards  recovered  so  a^ 
to  be  enabled  to  reply  to  questions,  when  he  was 
fteoved  to  the  surgery  of  a  medfoal  gentleman  in  the 
Mrtglibonthood,  who  secured  tbe  right  ftmetared  fofo- 
amtetpHntSy  aadsenthimtoAohoepital.  Adiakted 
IBaoon,  Septembec  16tb,  1847,  and  viaited  iausediately 
l^ilffr.  Cotlon.  Tbo  boy  bad  beeome  InienaiMe  and 
i^Mia  on  bie  may  to  tbe  hospital,  and  bad.voaid|ad  the 
"'prflDT*"  ^'  ^®  stomach  mixed  with  blood. 

i^irayteiiM.— There  is  very  extensive  effusion  beneath 
t^  scalp,  over  the  left  fronto. temporal  region  of  the 
akull,  with  a  quaggy  centre,  and  a  feeling  of  indenta. 
tb>n  of  the  bone  ;  the  upper  jaw  in  front,  is  longitudi- 
nally fractored,  one  tooth  knocked  out,  and  three 
others  remaining  attacbed  to  a  displaced  portion  of  tbe 
alveolar  process  which  is  held  loosely  in  the  month  by 
t^  gams;  pulse  weak,  88;  surface  pale;  breathing 
alow;  left  eyelid  closed  and  eccbymosed,  tbe  pupil 
Widely  dilated  and  fixed;  right  eye  half  open,  pupil 
natural  and  contractile ;  mouth  bleeding  freely ;  lies  on 
Ids  back  comatose,  occasionallv  moaning  and  shudder- 
ing, with  head  inclined  to  the  lefltside  and  the  left  band 
directed  to  the  genitals.  The  slightest  handling  of  the 
ii^nred  parts  causes  seeming  uneasiness  and  loud 
screaming.  During  an  examination  of  the  chest  and 
abdomen,  he  sbonted  incoherently,  turned  over  on  the 
laA  aide,  vomited  with  gxaat  diffienUy  blood  and 
mncoB,  became  couTolaed  and  appeared  for  awhile 
agpft^ziattd.  On  hia  rallying,  ordinary  atyptiea  /aiU 
ing^  H  was  ionnd  naaeaaary  to  remove  the  fractuiad 
ppttkonol  the  jaw  and  the  attached  teeth,  and  to  apply 


the  actual  cautery  to  restrain  a  profbse  hemorrhage, 
which  continued  from  the  mouth.  The  head  was  aMo 
shaved.  During  these  operations  he  screamed  loudlyi 
and  uneonscionaly  offered  resistance  and  again  vomited 
blood  and  mucus.  Catheter  introdoced  aod  a  pint  of 
urine  drawn  off;  cold  to  the  head;  lint  dipped  in  a 
strong  infrision  of  matico  to  be  placed  under  the  upper 
lip,  and  repeated  so  long  as  any  oozing  oonttnoes. 

3  p.m.  Pulse  weak,npwards  of  100;  breathing  star* 
torous  and  intermittent ;  inspirations  prolonged  ;  -both 
pupils  widely  dilated  and  insensiUe ;  surface  pallid  and 
extremities  cold.  Purgailve  enema  thrown  up.  Hot 
Bottles  to  the  feet 

*  p.m.    Moribnad. 

September  17tb.  12,  noon.  Involuntary  escape  of 
urine  and  feces  once  in  the  night  and  again  in  the 
morning.  Pulse  weak  and  frequent,  144;  slightly 
moves  when  the  head  is  pressed  over  the  seat  of  the 
iojory;  left  eve-lld  dark  and  distended,  cannot  be 
raised;  rigidity  of  muscles  of  lower  extremities;  toet 
flexed;  irritating  the  soles  of  the  feet  excites  weak 
reflex  morements  and  slight  general  shuddering; 
powers  of  life  ebbing. 

ContuUaUon,  The  use  of  the  trephine,  as  a  demkr 
reiortj  was  detennined  upon ;  a  free  incision  ^as  made, 
the  apex  directed  backward*;  a  large  quantity  of  coagu- 
lated  blood  beneath  the  scalp  disclosed  -and  turned  out, 
and  three  vessels  bleeding  energct:cally,  scoured  by 
ligatures.  The  bone  was  found  fissured,  but  no  depres. 
sion  existed.  The  pin  of  the  trephine  was  fixed  in  the 
course  of  tbe  fissure,,  and  a  portion  of  bone  carefully 
removed,  exposing  beneath  a  dark  firm  coagulum,  rising 
and  falling  synchronously  with  the  respiratory  move* 
ments.  Another  perforation  made  posterior  to  the  first 
shewed  a  part  of  the  dura  mater,  and  theboundary  in  that 
direction  of  the  extravasation.  No  blood  escaped  through 
the  apertures;  the  degree  of  stertor  for  a  moment 
appeared  lessened.  Tbe  poor  boy  gradually  sank,  and 
died  at  4,  p.m.,  having  survived  the  accident  twenty* 
nine  hours. 

18th.  Poi^fficrfem  examination :— Left  parietal  bono 
fissured  through  the  temporal  ridge;  the  left  wing  and 
transverse  spine  of  the  sphenoid  bonelooseand  separable» 
the  surrounding  temporal  and  orbital  connections  having 
yielded ;  a  fracture  across  the  orbital  plate  of  the  frontal 
bone  was  also  found,  continuous  with  one  extending 
behind  the  ethmoid  to  beyond  the  right  sphenoidal 
clinoid  process;  the  dura  mater  was  not  torn,  but 
extensively  detached;  considerable  effusion  of  blood 
doirn  to  the  spinous  foramen,  and  through  the  lace- 
rated foramen  into  the  orbit,  pushing  outwards  the 
lachrymal  gland,  tbe  coagulum,  six  ounces  or  more, 
firm  and  dark,  forcibly  depressing  and  indenting  the 
anterior  and  middle  cerebral  hemispheres;  the  source 
9t  the  hemorrhage  was  not  distinctly  ascertained, 
most  probably  from  the  middle  meningeal  artery  and 
ophthalmic  veins  from  cavernous  sinus.  No  other 
encephalic  or  organic  lesion  detectable. 

This  ease  of  compression  by  coagulum,  external  to 
the  substance  of  the  brain,  shewed  so  mild  a  degree  of 
concussion  in  the  first  instance,  that  when  sent  to  the 
hospital  a  hope  existed  that  tbe   principal  injuries 
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were  those  osiy  of  the  mocth  and  arm.  The  quickly- 
•openreniDg  lethargy  ♦mad  state  ef  the  papil  soon, 
hofreTer,  ga?  eindieatieos  of  grare  and  serioas  mischief, 
from  elfiisioD,  or  ezlraTasatioii*  or  depression  of  bone  ^ 
•ad  the  Tomiliog*  conralsiTe  shaddeiings,  aod  laboured 
and  stertorous  breathii^,  ^ewsd  l^oir  violently  the 
«ieito-motary  system  was  implicated,  and  bow  little 
vas  to  be  expected  firom  surgical  interference.  Tb^ 
aceeteration  of  the  pelse  under  increasing  compression, 
«ias  a  pM«Uar  featnre  in  the  case,  and  was  donbtless 
attributable  to  the  aihansting  infloenceof  the  blee4iBg 
withta  the  skoll  and  that  A*oai  the  month.  A  qvestion 
cnee  as  to  the  propriety  of  tiiphiaing  on  the  earlyj 
afCcessidn  ef  the  lethargic  symptoms ;  the  «npromtMBg 
•tate  of  the  patftot  alone  delayed  the  operation. '  Had 
it  been  performed  the  TH«lt  mast  be  manifest,  as  the 
po9i^moriem  inspection  shews  that  relief  to  brain 
pressure  could  only  have  been  obtained  by  giHng  an 
outlet  to  effusing  blood,  and  thereby  bleeding  blood  and 
life  away. 

(ro  be  amtmuedj 
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The  Quarterly  Registration  Returns  of  Health 
and  Mortality  have  now  attained  to  such  im- 
portance, that  the  results  developed  by  them 
cannot  be  too  generally  made  known  to 
the  medical  profession.  This  will  be  readily 
conceded,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  popula- 
tlon  of  the  districts  included  in  them  amounts 
at  this  time>  in  all  probabilityt  to  not  less  than 
seven  millions.  The  pressure  of  other  matter 
has  hitherto  prevented  us  from  noticingr  the 
last  report.  We  have  now  to  announce,  that 
although  the  general  mortality  of  the  country 
yet  continues  considerably  more  than  the  average 
of  preceding  seasons,  there  is  upon  the  whole 
some  improvement,  and  we  may  hope  that  the 
effects  of  those  epidemic  and  other  adverse 
influences,  which  have  contributed  so  greatly 
to  the  loss  of  life^  and  the  deterioratioFn  of  the 
public  health,  during  the  last  eighteen  months^ 
are  now  gradually  subsiding. 

The  mortality  of  the  winter  months,  October 
to  April,  1845-46,  wks  below  the  average  of 
preceding  seasons.  From  that  period  unlil  the 
present  time,  the  mortality  has  exceeded  not 
only  the  average  mortality  of  the  corresponding 
seasons,  but  the  actual  mortality  of  any  of  those 
included  in  the  Registrar-General*s  returns. 
The  actual  .mortality  has  also  increased  from 
season  to  season  until  the  summer  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  since  which  it  has  undergone  i 
some  diminution.  In  the  quarter  ending  Jutie 
30th,  a  decrease  was  observed  to  oc^ur,  which 
is  again  perceptible  in  that  ending  September 


90th.  The  progress  of  the  actual  mortality 
during  the  period  referred  to,  is  as  fellows :-«     • 

Quarter  ending  September  1845  ....••  36.199 

Deoember  -—  39.321 

March        1846  43.850 

Jane  «^«  43.734 

September——  ••••^..     51.427 

t 

Oaarter  endlag  December  1846  53.003 

^  Manh       1S47  56.105     . 

M  Jane         — —  51.565 

„  September «—  49.479 

,"  Ttie  inftoenee  of  deteriorating  causes  wili^ 
however,  best  be  shown,  by  taking  the  differsnsss 
from  the  ealenlated  avsrages.    These  srs  :— 

Qasftsr  ending  March        1846    —5.359 

j«Be  —  .335 

September «-«-  ••«...  -1-9.686 

December  1647 4-7^11 

Maroh       —    +6.035 

Jmm         — -     +6.745 

Septamber ••*«••  +7.007 

It  will  be  observed/from  a  comparison  of  the 
t#o  statements,  that  although  there  is  a  dear 
diminution  in  the  actual  mortality,  it  is  notto 
that  extent  as  materially  to  lower  the  excess 
in  the  average  mortality  of  the  season^.  '  Oatisas 
injurious  to  the  public  health  are  therefore  stiU 
acting,  if  not  to  so  great  a  degree  as  during  tlie 
corresponding  period  of  last  year,  yet  to  a  some- 
what greater  amount  than  in  the  two  preceding 
-seasons  of  the  present  year.  To  the  effect 
which  the  scarcity  of  the  last  winter  and  spring 
cannot  but  have  had  upon  the  public  health,  aad 
consequently  in  increasing  the  mortality  of 
these  periods^  and  to  the  fatal  fever  whioh  kas 
followed  in  its  train,  the  eontinuaoce  of  tliis' 
increased  mortality  is  probably  in  a  great 
measure  to  be  attributed.  Accordingly  we  fiil4» 
on  reference  to  one  of  the  tabies,  that  in  London 
alone,  which  has  been  by  no  means  exposed  to 
this  fever  so  much  as  some  of  the  northern 
districts^  the  excess  in  the  deaths  from  typhus 
over  the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year, 
amounts  to  492 ;  and  from  zymotic  diseases 
generally,  to  827;  while  the  excess  from  all 
causes  is  778.  In  Manchester,  Salford.  and 
Chorlton,  4154  deaths  were  registered  from  all 
causes ;  diarrhoea  and  fever,  we  are  informed, 
were  the  prevalent  diseases.  Let  us  take  the 
following  picture  of  the  dire  consequences  of  a 
neglect  of  sanatory  precautions:— 

**  Lirerpool,  created  in  haste  by  commerce — by  men 
{oo  intent  on  Immediate  gain ;  reared  without  any  r^ 
tender  regard  for  flesh  or  blood ;  and  flourishing,  while 
her  working  population  was  rotting  in  eellarft— •baa been 
severely  tanght  the  leseon,  that  a  part  of  Ae  popala- 
ttbB'^Whether  la  cellars  or  on  distant  shores  oawiSt 
soger  withbat  invoKtag  the  wlmle  eomiminity  -In 
calamity.    In  itself  one  of  the  nnhealllilest  towta  of. 
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the  UngdoiD,  Li?erpool  Iwt  for  a  yew  been  the  hoepital 
«nd  cemetery  of  Ireland.  The  deeth^regpstered*  in  the 
four  qaerters  of  1846  were,  1934, 2098, 2946,  and  2735 ; 
in  the  three  qnarters  of  1847  ending  in  September  last, 
3068, 4809, 5669 !  The  popnlation  of  Liverpool  was 
933,054  at  the  last  censui.  It  is  impossible  to  repre. 
tent  more  correctly  than  is  done  by  the  short  notes  of 
ihe  registrars,  the  piteons  spectacle  which  this  great 
tewn  presented'-^with  the  floeHiig  Lasarettos  on  the 
If efiey — ^Ihe  worichoQsee  erowded  with  deatitate  pau- 
persp-^the  three  large  **  sheds,  which  will  hold  dOO 
personf,  nearly  ftiU  of  patients  at  the  present  time" — 
ttoAthe  fe%3t  **  getting  more  pre?  alent  among  the  apper 
elaM«B." 

It  amounts  to  a  blindneM,  carried  almost  to 
insanity,  with  another  pestilence  of  the  zymotic 
class  threatening  us,  to  allow  a  pr inoipalsea  ■  port 
town^  where  the  disiiase  nay  lie  introduced  by 
the  next  yessel  which  enters  its  harbour,  to 
remain  for  one  day  in  a  state  so  utterly  unpre- 
pared to  meet  it — a  perfect  hot-bed  of  infection 
for  the  whole  couotry.  Some  of  our  provincial 
towns  are  we  observe  taking  alarm  in  time, 
aod  adopting  immediate  measures  to  improve 
tbeir  sanitary  condition.  We  feel  assured  that 
this  is  the  most,  perhaps  the  only,  effective 
ni.eans  yet  9t  our  command  to  lesson  the  viru* 
it»ee  of  the  destructive  epidemic  which  has 
Qow  for  thirty  years,  since  its  first  origin  in  the 
marshes  and  jungles  of  the  Ganges,  ravaged 
various  parts  of  the  globe.  .  Deeply  is  it  to  be 
deplored  that  any  civilized  government  or  com- 
munity should  fail  to  authorize  and  enjoin  the 
adoption  of  precautionary  measures  which,  it 
is  on  all  hands  acknowledged,  are  precisely 
<those  also  ret^^uiied  for  the  improvement  and 
preservation  of  the  general  health  of  all  large 
masses  of  the  population. 


"  2.  That  the  varying  symptoms  of  sach  complica- 
tions  may  be  produced  at  any  period  of  pregnancy ;  but 
when  produced,  although  modified  by  treatment,  are. 
rarely  removed  daring  the  existence  of  gravidity. 

'*  3.  That  the  patients  in  whom  these  complications 
exist,  are  wdmen  of  a  hig:b]y  nervous  temperament,  of 
great  inritabiHty,  x»r  whose  eoBStituCioBal  powers  have 
been  redeeed  fay  some  kiog  eontimed  bat  serious 
cause  of  escbaMtion. 

*'  4.  That  in  the  treatsseat  of  such  cases  heroic  mea** 
sures  are  not  to  be  employed :  that  (he  enratife  meaae 
consists  in  improving  the  secretions,  keeping  the 
bowels  ftee,  aod  sdnunbtering  those  medicines*  ««r 
e^ipioyingthat  diet»  which  will  increase  tbe*tone  and 
.  enetfyofthenervoossysteni. 

"  Lastly.   That  allhough,  in  most  instances,  the. 
symptons  will  continue  so  long  as  pregnancy  exists, 
yet  in  the  majority  of  cases  we  are  not  justified  in 
inducing   a   premature   evacuation    of  the    uterine 
contents." 


ilebUbD0« 


The  next  paper  is  a  description  of  some  "  Ophthalmic 
Cases,"  by  Mr.  John  F.  France.    These  are,— 1.  A 
esse  of  disfc>ea(tioB  of  the  crystalline  lens  into  the 
anterior  chamber,    the  dislocated  lens  retaining  its 
transparenoy  ior  upwards  of  a  month,  and  indeed 
until  the  patient  quitted  the  hospital  and   was  lost 
sight  of.    2.  Arrest  of   development  of  both  eyes, 
with  entire  deficiency  of  the  iris  in  one  eye  and  merely 
a  vestige  of  it  in  the  other.    3.  Paralysis  of  the  con- 
junctiva  and   right  side    of  the  face,  (aasosthesis,) 
followed  by  inflammation  of  the   conjunctiva   sad 
ulceration  of  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye.  4.  Strunous 
ophthalmia.    5.  Amaurosis  and  ptosis,  dependent  upon 
some  encephalic  lesion.    6.  Partial  paralysis  of  tin 
left  eye  with  thickening  and  induration  of  the  fifth 
nerve  of  the  left  side,  from  its  point  of  exit  from  the 
pons  Varolii  to  the  Casserian  ganglion.    The  ganglion 
was  also  enlarged,  and  when  cut  into,  was  found  "very 
firm,  and  mottled,  with  a  yellowish  semi-transparent 
infiltration."— **  Continuous  nervous  fibres  could  be 
traced  through  the  ganglion,  imbedded  in,  and  sur- 
rounded by,  the  infiltration  above    mentioned,  but 
apparently  unimplicated  in  the  disease,  save  in  as  far 
as  mechanical  pressure  might  affect  them.    Examined 
by  the  microscope,  the  fibres  seemed  to  lie  surrounded 
by, a  stroma  of  nucleated  cells  of  oval  shape,  such  as 
are  common  in  scirrhous  growths."    The  disease  was 
considered  to  be  malignant.    7.  Amaurosis. 

These  cases  are  not  brought  forward  by  the  author 
with  a  view  of  lormiag  general  deductions,  but  they 
lead  to  some  interesting  observations  on  the  physiology 
of  the  nerves  of  the  organ  of  vision,  and  in  this  point 
of  view  are  worthy  of  attention* 

'  Mr.  Edward  Coclc  describes  under  the  head  of 
*'  Observations  on  some  Obscure  and  Difficult  forms 
of  Hernia,"  certain  cases  where  strangulation  exists, 
as  the  result  of  a  hernial  protrusion,  which  are  not 


Chif*9  Hotpital  lUporit,  Second  Series.   Vol.  5.  Lon- 
don; 1847.  8vo.,  pp.  212.    Plates. 
The  present  volume  of  these  reports,  though  less 

bulky  than  some  of  those  which  have  gone  before, 

contains  several  valuable  papers.    The  first  is  entitled 

**  On  some  Disorders  of  the  Nervous  System,  associated 

with  Pregnancy  and  Parturition."    The  author,  Dr, 

l/cver,  excludes  from  these,  as  being  too  extensive  for 

the  purpose  which  be  had  in  view,  the  subjects  of 

hysteria,  convulsions,  and  puerperal  mania,  and  con* 

fines  his  selection  of  cases  vid  observations  chiefly 

to  chorea,  paralyBis,  and  certain  aberrations  of   the 

nerves  of  sensation.    Several  of  the  esses  are  of  much 

inteisat  and  bear  out  the  following  propositions  which 

the  author  adduces  as  the  result  of  bis  observations :— - 
**  1.  That  pregnancy  is  occasiooally  associated  with 

choiea,  or  convahtve  movemeDts$  with  paralysis  of  ,.  , .   ^     ^       j.  i-^«  t^^  k«mU     ««» 

^  put.  of  th.  body,  of  rt-  «tre.iti«^  «4of    re«ed«ble  by  d«  ordu.«y  oper.Uo«  for  hen«.    H. 

the  BMTM  of  lewM  MM«:  Mid  villi  ombU.  amtioM  there  iormi  of  thu  condittoo.    X*e  Bnt 
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ii^-*"  When  hj  the  mtaipvlAtioM  of  the  svifeon  or 
the  patient,  the  peritoneal  tac,  together  with  its  con- 
tcntiy  baa  been  retnmed  tbrongh  the  internal  ring ,  and 
QGcnpiea  a  potition  betveen  the  internal  abdooMnai 

^9w^MM^f  ^BIMw  %V^^y  I^^^W  VMiH^^^V^HBP#  A  MW    ^^^NiaW     BP^B^F  a#^^^p|B   V^WBw 

dNMibad  by  Ur.  Lak%  in  the  •' Medton-Chirwffteai 
VraattetieMi'^who,  in  tircKeaMt,  anapeeted  thenainre 
of  the  accident  which  had  occvrred,  and  incceaifiilly 
operated  upon  them.  Mr.  Cock  refers  to  another  case 
recorded  in  the  mnseam  at  Guj's  Hospital,  and  it  is 
.  aUled  ihat  a  similar  accident  was  aacertained,  by  poit' 
mniim  cxaaunaiion*  to  have  occnrred  in  the  pjractice 
ol  a  diatingviahed  sargeon,  at  the  Edinbnrgh  Royal 
IMrasary,  nmny  yean  ago. 

The  aecond  form  deaeribed  by  Mr.  Cock  conaiats 
In  *'  the  pralonfation  of  the  hernial  sac  beyond  the 
internal  ring,  into  a  pooch  of  greater  or  Icsa  aiie»  lying 
on  the  fascia  iliaca,  between  the  internal  ring  and 
Ninons  process  of  the  iUnm."  TVo  cases  are  related 
by  Mr.  Cock,  and  are  illastrated  by  drawings  i  and  a 
brief  reference  is  made  to  a  third. 

The  third  form  is  when  the  hernial  protrusion  is 
connected  with  old  standing  omental  hernia,  irreducible 
from  adhesions  contracted  "  with  the  walls  of  the  sac 
nod  4he  margin  of  the  internal  ring,  or  from  n  gindaal 
acnramlation  of  fat,  which  renders  it  too  large  and 
MIty  to  be  rctvmable  thvongh  the  opening  whenerer 
tt  tame  doww." .  The  leading  featurea  of  a  case  of  this 
MM  tffe  thnt  btielly  characterized:— ''A  descent  of 
iMMlie  takes  place  into  a  hernial  sac,  which  has 
ettiMecf  t&r  a  shorter  or  longer  period  of  time,  and 
ilftfch  probably  contains  adherent  omentum.  It  is 
rfedttced  after  the  usual  appliancea,  and  with  the  ordi- 
nry  dlegree  of  force.  The  symptoms  remain  j  an 
aftploraffon  of  the  sac  and  canal  discorers  nothing  but 
omentum ;  the  patient  continttes  nnreliefed  and  dies." 
VheeondkionprDdnced  by  the  atate  'd  the  omenlnm 
rtrfhrred  to,  ls^iis:^'*The  omentnm,  after  paiaittg 
itown  the  abdomen,  becomes  contracted  fnto  aftm  and 
onyleMKng  cord  as  it  approaches  the  internal  ring,  and 
entering  that  aperture,  becomes  firmly  Hxed.  Thus  we 
huTe  an  unnatural  band  crossing  the  iliac  fossa,  and 
producing  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  tension  or  pressure 
on  the  intestines  orer  which  it  is  stretched.  The  free 
motion  of  the  intestines  is  somewhat  checked  by  this 
band,  and  from  some  accidental  circumstance,  a  coil 
beoomes  Jammed  under  it,  as  it  w^ere,  and  is  unable  to 
Jtleasa  itself.*'  nisacddent  teay  occur,  as  Mr.  Cock 
observes,  independently  of  any  recent  hernial  protru* 
aion,  and  thus  give  rise  to  internal  abdominal  obstruc- 
tion, but  it  is  manifestly  far  more  likely  to  occur  in 
connection  with  a  recent  descent  of  intes^ne  into  a 
l^mial  sac  containing  irreducible  omentum. 

The  remaining  papers  in  thisfolnmfe  are,--an  account 
of  the  disaection  of  two  aneacephalons  monstrosities, 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Poland ;  two  cases  of  dislocation,  one 
of  the  hnmerus  into  the  axilla,  the  other  of  the  radios 


forwards  and  upwards,  by  Mr.  Hilton;  a  caae  m 
midwifery,  by  Dr.  Oldfaam,  in  which  the  cliiM  waa- 
canied  to  the  full  period,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  geatation  the  womb  remained  paasire*  the 
proocaa  of  laboor  being  '^  literally  misied";  the 
Medical  and  Saigieal  Reports  of  the  Oiatcal  SodeCf^ 
from  March,  1846,  to  April,  lM7#«-the  former  deaws 
np  by  Dr.  Robert  finch,  the  latter  by  Mr.  SnaMmk- 
Wilks;  and  another  of  dmae  adadmUn  aetect  CKirieiA' 
Reports,  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Bariow,  whichhareadded  ao  aracis 
to  the  raloa  of  preceding  rolmnea.  This  laat  report 
conaists  of  eaaes  and  obaerrationa  illnstrative  of  tiie- 
etiology  of  enlargement  of  the  heart,  chiefly  selected 
to  eel  forth  "  aeertain  series  of  pathological  sequences.'* 
It  does  not  adasit  of  analysis,  bat  requires  to  be  studied 
aa  a  whole. 


T%i  IhtbHn  Diaieetor,  or  Syttem  o/Prwtieal  AnaUmjf^ 
Bj  RoBEnT  Hahbisox,  M.D.,  M.R.LA.,  F.R.C.S., 
of  Ireland  and  England,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery  in  jtbe  University  of  Dublin,  and  one  of  the 
Surgeons  qf  the  Jervis  Street  Infirmar7»  A^  ^^ 
FiftbEditioe,  with  nmnerona UlnatratiofS*  OnUi^; . 
1847.    Fcap.8va,  2vola»    pp.871. 

The  repeated  editions  whteh*  hkve  Iwe*  eriM  fer 
of  this  well-known  guide  to  the  practical  anatoiMi^ 
at  once  evince  the  estimation  in  which  the  work  hae 
been  held,  and  render  unneceasary  any  lengthened 
comment  on  its  merits.  We  may,  however,  obaerve^ 
that  the  present  edition  ia  distingvished  by  the  in* 
trodnction  of  much  new  matter,  eapceiaUy  ia  cociaectieA 
with  the  nervona  system,  and  of  nnaMveos  Utnalratifs» 
figures,  i^ch,  are  characteriaed  alike  by  aeceeacy 
and  clearness  of  ezecntion.  We  bare  asaeh  pleaamreia 
recommending  the  **  Dublin  Diaseetor,"  aa  a  fltlbigr 
companion  to  the  diatectiog  room,  end  aa  a  eaeflal' 
compendium  of  practical  anatomy.  II  is  an  esteemed' 
old  friend,  and  not  the  worse  for  appearing,  u  oa 
the  preaen^  QiQcasion,  in  new  attire. 

BATH    PATHOLOGXCA.L   SOCIETY. 
Seventh   Meetlng.-*Aprtt  5th,   1847. 

Mr.  NoEMAN  in  the  Chair. 

Caie    XXXn.— AaifacAtf ;  various  cerehrat tymptomM  ; 
wma;  deaih.'^DiiSection:  A  quantUy  of  Jhtid  m  the 
lattrai  ventricles ;   the  central  portioHt  t^  the  hmim 
eofienedi    ike  pern    VaroiH  teftemdj  end  eavered- 
with  lymph, 

Mr.  Norman  laid  before  the  Society  the  detaila  of  m' 
caae  of  acnte  encephalitis;  the  petient  waa  e  led,  14 
years  of  age,  whose  prerions  health  had  been  good.  A 
fortnight  before  Mr.  Norman  saw  him  he  bad  oosn* 
plained  of  headache,  which  had  been  relieved  by  biiak 
purging  i  the  pain  retnmed,  and  waa  again  relieved  bj 
'  the  same  means.     He  was  first  aean  by  Mr.  Normem' 
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^m  the  Uth  of  Mtrch,  at  wbfch  time  be  was  in  a 
•Ittiog  ro<nn,  and  complained  of  paio,  thoogh  not  Yery 
••tfrere,  in  the  head;  there  was  no  iotolenmce  of  light 
jier  redaees-of  the  eonJaneiiYa ;  the  pn^le  wave  father 
jilted,  bat coatgaeted  oa^he-applieatiott  of  light;  hie 
ftaloa  waaeo  far  deleetke  that  attobjeeto«erepr«etoted 
vilb  a;  wMa  d^cee  ol  oMiqqttj^  a«l  MaetfaMc 
ifiitfiNured  doHb^;  there  waa  ao  ambtamne^  AhMigh  U 
mas  atated  tha(4here  had  hBon ;  he  walked  aerosa  the 
coon  alone,  bat,nat  steadilj,  and  hit  feet  crossed  eaeh 
o^iec  aabe  progrepeed ;  the  blood  drawn  ifom  the  ana 
mm  nmeh  boiXefl*  On  the  foUo  ving  day  he  was  in  bed ; 
■answered  qaestions^  but  seemed  doll ;  pnpils  dUaled, 
bat  still  contractile ;  had  no  objection  to  a  strong  Hgbt ; 
•did  not  complain  of  moch  pain;  head  hot;  palee  80; 
the  next  day  the  right  pnpil  waa  foDy  dilated^  and  did 
au)t  contract  on  the  appHealioa  of  light ;  the  left  pttpU 
waa  dilated*  bnt  oonlxacled  ander  a  strong.  H|^;  he 
atfll  answered  questions,  and  pnt  oat  his  teagne,  but 
wae  very  testy*  By  the  day  foUowiag  he  had  become 
^imte  comatose ;  passed  his  fsBces  and  urine  iarolon- 
tarily.  In  Uns  condition  he  ooutiniied  ontil  the  16th, 
erhen  he  died.    He  had  no  convirieions. 

On  examination  after  death  the  sinosea  of  the  dura 
mater  were  fomid  to-cenlain  a  quantity  ot-  fl«id  bloody 
the  veias  of  the  pia  asater  ov<rr  tbe^  hemispbesea  wece 
Astended ;  the  acaehnoid  wae  not  opaqa«f  at  tho  base 
of  the  brain  .the  pla  mat^r  was  .asKire  ^eeeoUMr  than 
aatiuraUbnt  not  to  any  great  degree ;  the  sobstanee  of 
thOf  hemispheres  of  the  cerebiom  was  natoral;  the 
corpus  callosum  was  much  distended  and  soAened;  tiie 
lateral  Tentricles  contained  two  ounces  of  clear  fluid; 
the  fornix  was  in  a  soft  pulpy  condition  ;  ifae  corpora 
atriata  and  thalamt  were  soft,  ilnd  smeared  over  with 
lyinph ;  fiie  eommistvres  were  so  soft  as  dot  to  admit 
«f  dirision  by  thoholft;  the  itfbetenla  qnadrigemioa 
Were  soft  and  ilatiened,  so  that  no  ditision  of 'parts 
<«mild  be  observed ;  the  pens  Varolii  was  covered  with 
lyttph,  and  its  sUbstance  softened;  the  medulla 
<ihlongata  appeared  natural;  the  lobes  of  the  cere- 
bellum seemed  softer  than  usual. 

Mr.  Norman  remarked  on  this  case  as  presenting 
some  inftBrest  on  account  of  the  great  rapidity  of  its 
progress,  tlie  pttlent  on  the  11th  b«fhig  up,  and 
iHAoat  any  ^«ry -eCrongly.ttarbed  devfatfoiie  ffOfn 
apparent  healthy  though  bediedcoaBatoee  on  the  16th. 

Case  XXXIII.— Afo/i^^mf  disease  of  the  eye-laU, 

Idr.  Hensley  related  the  following  case.  There  was 
«  cast  exhibited.  A  female  serrant.  20  yeara  of  age, 
bad  been  for  two  or  three  months  previous  to  September, 
1846,  complaining  of  weakness  and  loss  of  health. 
She  had  obserred  a  tumour  abore  the  left  eye,  about 
the  size  of  a  small  marble,  at  the  upper  and  inner 
part  of  the  orbit.  It  had,  pn  examinatioa,  much  the 
feeling  of  an  encysted  tumour.  The  eye  was  very 
prominent,  and  thrust  a  little  outwards.  The  si^ht 
at  this  time  was  not  moch  impaired.  For  some  time 
the  tumour  appeared  stationary,  but  early  in  October 
it  began  to  enlarge;  the  slcin  corering  it  assumed  a 
liirid  hue ;  there  was  effusion  beneath  the  co^junoliTa, 
irhieb  produced  cbemosis.  The  eye  became  more 
promiBODt;  she  suffered  great  pain  in  the  ball  itself, 


hot  ahoro  In  the  back  part  of  the  head«  The  tatttooc 
oontinnad  to  increase  in  sise;  the  cornea  sepaiwMy 
aafr  the  lena  aotd  humours  of  the  eye  escaped.  Ift 
Beoeoiber  the  other  eye  beoame  affsetedy  and  rapidlf 
iacrsasad  ii*  alaef  the  ooriwa  saperatad,  and  tha 
hnaioaiai  eaeaped-^  as  befnre.  Dariki^.thia  time  bar 
stseagtb  had  giaally  dhateiehed;  -eha  was  aearealy:  aUa 
to  awvo  ia  her.bed.|  the  paia  vaamoatdnteDeoi  nemtag 
on  in  paroxyaiaa.  She  often  fell  into  aooasatoso  etnok 
dition,  in  which  sh^somelimee  remaiaed  for  tiwaiHy- 
four  boom,  and  waa  sereral  times  thought  to  be  dyingi» 
wiiea  she  would  ruuee  ap,  oaH  for  food,  and  drihk,  and 
make  a  good  dinner,  and  then  in  a  little  tiuM  fall  tet4 
the  same  comatose  condition  again.  This  slate  ao» 
tinaed  for  aboatsiz  months,  tbaiaterrals  of  consdeaaA 
nass  becoming  longer  towards  the  oloee  of  that^partoil. 
There  waa  freqneatly  a  diseharge  of  blood  from  tha 
left  eyoi  aad  a  Ibtid  diachaife  from  thoetoatrils.  Sha 
died  at  the  ead  of  Janaasy . 

On  removing  the  scalp  after  death,  a  blueish-lookiag 
spot,  about  one<third  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  one* 
eighth  ia  breadth,  was  seen  at  the  posteoor  ialsrinr 
angle  of  tiae  right  parietal  bone.  On  separatiag  the 
pericraniufli,  which  was  easily  accomplished,  this  spot 
was  found  to  be  a  hole  in  the  bone,  perforating  it 
completely.  Around  the  hole  the  bone  was  found  to 
bo  nrafo  vaaoular  than  osual,  and  there  were  seven! 
smaller,  perforatioas*  The  bonee  of  the  head  geaesaU|r 
waee  -Tary-  thin;  and  on  holding  the  akaU^^ap  betwtaa 
you  and  thcligh^  it  appeared  trafulaeeat,  and  at  aum^ 
points  perforated.  The  wliole  of  the  inner  sarleee^ 
autre  especially  the  posterior  pordeo,  (the  part  whafa 
she  had  felt  so  mu^h  pain  during  life,)  was  rongl^ 
bsTing  the  feeling  and  appearance  of  graine  of  saad 
scattered  orer  it.  At  the  spot  corresponding  to  the 
perforation  of  the  parietal  bone,  there  were  several 
very  large  Pacchionian  glands,  and  the  dura  mater>aa 
firmly  adherent  to  the  bone,  -and  rery  vaecnlar.  There 
waa  sM^t  aab-araohnoid  eftitioh.  Tlio  anterior  iobei 
of  tha  oerebrnm  were  eaftaned  and  d&sorgankiedp  pea. 
eentiag  a  pedpy  mass,  which  eeald  with  difteaUyrbh 
removed  Horn  lie  pesition.  The  dara  «aler  aoeaad 
was  nearly  «ie.qaai<er  of  aa  iaefa  in  thiskniwe,  »aa|. 
semi-cartilagilioas,  aadadbered eo  closed  to  the  bosm 
as  to  reader  its  detacbmeat  impeesible.  A  ooasiderablo 
portion  of  the  orbital  plates  of  the  firontal  bone,  more 
particularly  oa  the  left  side,  and  also  parts  of  the 
ethmoid  aod  sphenoid  bones,  were  destroyed.  The 
optic  nerves  appeared  healthy;  the  pitviUry  body  was 
much  softened. 

Case  XXXlY.-*<3^e/aiiJit/omi  cancer  of  the  tUmaeh, 

Mr.  Field  exhibited  the  stomaoh  of  a  aian,«gad.62 
years.  Be  wae  fisst  scon  by  Mr.  Field,  on  tba  6ih 
November,  1846.  He  had  been  complaining  thmngh 
the  summer,  getting  thinner  and  weaker,  and  loaiag 
his  appetite.  His  appearance  was  cadaverous,  his 
body  looking  as  if  ahnost  drained  of  Mood,  exce|Mtag 
the  noee,  which  wae  red,  aad  led  to  the  Idea  thatjlie 
was  a  man  of  inteaiperate  habits,  which,  on  aubseqaeat 
enquiry,  proved  to  be  tiM  eaae.  His  pulse  was  wea^ 
not  much  aocelerated ;  tongue  clean  at  the  edgea  aad 
tip,  with  a  streak  of  white  Air  in  the  centre;  »o 


C34 


ACADBMIE  D£  MfiDBCINE,  PARIS. 


foflridiifff  bat  tx  timet*  feeling  of  nameft,  ud  riaiBg  of  |     Ob  ocMiiiMtioa  «fler  dei^  the  atenu  vae  focmA 


'bitter  maeas  in  the  throat.  There  wm  e  very  la- 
Itleeeeat  odoor  from  the  mottlh;  the  bevels  were 
ilailgieh.  Oa  examtaiag  the  abdomen*  there  «it 
ioaady  to  the  left  of  tb*  epigaetriom,  a  hai!dneie»  of  tie 
•ise  of  the  hand,  beloir  the  eaitUafea  of  the  lUee  fibi» 
net  painlhl  oa  presenre.  Ahont  ^W9  weeks  beliDee  hia 
deaO,  whaA  took  plaee  on  the  18th  of  Mavch,  1647. 
aedtee  faperreaed,  but  not  to  an/  gnftt  exteat. 

Oa  examiaatioa  after  death  these  was  tcmad  a  anit- 
.ber  of  tnberolee  in  the  cellalar  membrane  ander  the. 
■kin  of  the  abdomen,  some  were  as  large  as  small 
lione-beansy  bat  the  mitfoi^y  were  of  the  size  of  small 
split  peas :  they  were  fooad  nowhere  else.  The  carUy 
of  the  abdomen  contained  aboat  two  qoarts  of  seram ; 
the  stomach  was  adherent  to  the  nader  snrCsce  of  the 
liter;  a  aomber  of  tnbeiclee  were  aader  Us  peritoaeal 
ooat,  and  between  the  layers  of  the. omentum  m^as 
and  minor;  the  ooals  of  the  stomach  were  mach 
increased  ia  thiokaess,  eapecially  towards  the  cardiac 
extremity.  On  laying  it  opea  the  mncoas  coat  was  foaad 
aloerated  ia  the  aeighboarhood  of  the  cardia^  bnt  the 
pyloras  was  tn9 ;  the  cavity  of  the  stomach,  was  moeh 
dimiaished  ia  ezteat,  and  presented  on  the  whole  t 
well-marked  specimen  of  gelatiniform  cancer.  The 
iatestiaes  were  aataral,  and  the  liver  healthy;  the 
kidaeys  pale  aad  flabby;  the  splesa  aad  pancreas 
vere  solteaed,  the  latter  haviag  a  fiiw  carciaomaloas 
taberoles  oaits  appsr  boarder*  The  heart  wee  foaad 
atrophied  with  patches  of  ossification  la  the  ooroaary 
arteries ;  there  were  several  patches  of  lymph  andec 
the  peiicardiamy  oae  especially  at  the  apez>  which  pre-'< 
seated  a  sospicions  appearance;  there  were  a  few 
cretaceoas  tubercles  at  the  apex  of  the  right  lang.' 

Mr.  Field  remarked  on  the  following  points  in  the 
case  as  presenting  some  interest:— 1st.  The  tabercles 
ander  the  skin  of  the  abdomen;  they  might  have  been 
nsefal  ia  ^agnosiB,  combined  with  the  hardnem  in  the 
epigastrimn,  bat  anfottanately  ware  not  observed 
daring  life.— Sod*  Tha  absence  of  paia  aad  voadting. 
Might  the  former  ia  some  degree  be  referred  to  the 
afliMtioa  of  the  heart  t  A  cirtalatioa  so  wesk  might 
ptobably  Biodify  seasibility.  As  there  was  ao  diffi- 
calty  in  the  exit  of  the  eoateata  af  the  sto  mash,  and  as 
its  coats  were  so  thickened  and  rigid,  Tomiaing  woald 
not  be  likely  to  occur.— >3rd.  The  co-existence  of  cancer  > 
aad  tubercle.     There   conild  be  ao  doubt  that  the 


somewhat  incieased  in  si«s»  adherent  saperiorly  to  tha 
sigmoid  fiezaie«f  the  coloo,  aateriorly  to  the  postetior 
aspeetel  thabladder,  posteriorly  to  the  reetaas,  wiA 
which  theia  was  a  eommnaieatioa  fstmed,  thoogh  H 
did  aot  stppear  that  thia  eommaaioatioa  had  be^a  dia* 
eeeared  daiteg  Ills;  there  ware  eeasidaiable  tracaa  of 
iniaBMMetimi  <af  Urn  aedtoneam  adiaaaat  to  thaaa 
partai  Oa  sUttlag  open  the  eohm  and  reotam  Hm 
maeoas  asemhians  was  s«ea  ia  a  peoaliar  atata  of 
partial  ecasioa,  which  gave  it  a  somewhat  latieaiated 
appeamnee,  aad  whilst  the  mocoas  membrane  was  than 
.€pgaged^  the  peritoaeam  did  aot  seem  to  participate^ 
iaanaaah  as  this  membraae  coald  be  elevated  ia  many 
plicM^  aad  itbe  dissase  seen  distinctly  beaeath  it,  the 
aboee-msatiaaed  infiemwstioa  beiag  appaieatly  of  a 
diAadve  eharaeler,  aacoaaected  with  the  erigiaal 
diisaseb  la  ihe  uterus  the  alesiatloa  appeared  to  hava 
oomamaesd  iateraally  ia  the  aeighboariiood  of  the 
eanria,  aad  to  have  gradaally  ealea  its  way  posteriorly 
lalo  the  redam ;  the  usaal  appeavance  of  the  oa  ttaem 
wasgoae,  the  lipe  behsg  destroyed,  aad  the  apper  past 
of  the  vagina  coatlgnoaa  implieated ;  the  apper  portioA 
of  the  ateraa  had  escaped  alcevatioa,  bat  when  oat  iato 
Iha  faadaa  was  foaad  hard,  aad  reeembled  ia  ^p!paar- 
aaee  s»  aailpe  pear.  The  diasass  had  teaded  to  a  Istal 
tsrminatiott  by  aammia  and  by  psmteaaal  infiewma* 
tiaa,  the  fMrmer  being  the  immedhMa :  caase  of  deatk. 
Mr.  BoaU  lasaa^id  thai  this  ease  msamhled 
BMfa  the  charaalsr  of  lapas,  thaa  thai  of  trae 


Casb  XXX VI»—  Ulceration  of  the  larynx^  and  bUnrcukr 

diieeue  of  ike  lunge* 

Mr.  Barrett  exhibited  the  laryax  and  part  of  tha 
cssophsgiw  of  a  patient  who  had  been  und^  his  eare^ 
chiefly  complaining  of  difficnlty  of  swallowing.  Tha 
attempt  gave  rise  to  pain  aad  vomiting.  There  was 
greater  difficulty  ia  swallowing  fluids  then  solida. 
There  was  psia  on  pressare  over  the  laryax.  Tha 
iadividnal  sank  gradually  from  ezhaastkm. 

Oa  disseetioa  there  was  foaad  aloeratioa  of  the 

ropiglottisk  both  oa  its  liagual  aad  lacyngeal  aarfisce; 

aba  of  tha«Btero.epigloitldeaa  ligsmeat»  aad  oa  the 

psiterisr  tateraal  sarfhae  of  tha  laryax.    Xhera  were 

tnheRolar  oavities  in  the  lungs. 

Mr.  Bsrrett  remarked  on  this  case  as  having  sima- 


«retaceoas  masses  in  the  apex  of  the  right  Inag  w6fei<  >lated  disease  of  the  (esophagus;  bat  the  passing  of  a 


boagie  removed  the  doubt    The  symptoms  of  phttiisia 
aot  clearly  marked. 


dForeign  Setiartmrat* 


traaslonaed  tabercles.     This  co^ximeaee  has  beea 
observed  before,  though  aot  of  common  oceurrcace. 

Casb  XXXV. — Corroding  ulcer  of  the  uterus. 

Mr,  Boult  exhibited  a  specimen  of  corroding  ulcera- 
tion of  the  uterus,  which  occurred  in  a  woman  52i  years 
of  age.  She  had  not  been  under  Mr.  Boali's  care,  but  it 
appeared  that  she  had  enjoyed  tolerably  good  health 
during  the  greater  part  of  her  life;  she  had  menstruated  , 
regalarly  until  within  six  months  of  her  death,  at 
which  time  the  regular  discharge  was  supplanted  by  a 

aonstant  sanguineous  drain,  with  occasional  atlaoks  of  nitLOC4TioN  of  tbb  pblvis. 

profuse  bmmorrhage,  which  brought  her^  into  a  very  ,  M,  Begin  read  a  report  on  a  memoir  by  M.  Marvilla 
low  coaditiOB.  She  suffered  severe  paia  ia  the  backy  I  oa  busaUom  qf  the  pehk  ftoaes,  of  which  the  aathor 
aad  OQcasioaally  ia  the  hypogastrium.  1  naixatee  two  remarkable  examples.      The  first  was  thr 
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ed» 


"ttm  of  ao  oAosr  wh^  Ml  from  a  Meond-iloor  window, 
and  lighted  on  tbo  inbora  itefail.  Ttao  Moran  was 
ttiplaoad  downirardt  by  Om  wal|(ht  of  the  bodj.    On 


Mbeeqaenttj  to  lUhotoay*  and  10  leeent  oaew,  Making 
inaUd91.  Of  Aeee  566  were  eared,  U  died,  aad  11 
were  relieved.    In  reeapitnlation  M.  CIviale  eontMen 


«nttina(lony  Ibe  eresis  of  tbe  iH*  were  fonnd  to  be  )HeetaUishedr~l.Tbatbjrllthotrityproi>eiljperler«ed, 

9S  patienia  out  of  106  ofo  onnd.  51.  That  by  liUiotOBj, 
peffonned  whhont  dietinotion'Of  age^  90or  30  par  oenu 
areloet.  3.  In  inftela  O.lOtha  am  eared;  anmig 
adolla  and  old  penone,  60  to  70  per  eent  aia  e«red« 

IISW  OPSBATIOII  rOB  tTONB. 

M.  MaisonneuTe  preeented  a  patient  from  whom  he 
had  remored  a  etone  by  a  new  method,  which  he  calla 
the  reclai  operation.  The  deeeription  ia  as  follows  :^- 
The  patient  being  placed  in  the  lithotomy  poeition». 
a  flonnd  with  a  wide  groove  is  introdaced  Into  Iha 
bladder,  and  depreesed  toweids  the  reotnm  by  an 
aseistant  The  sargeon  then  introdnoes  the  index 
finger  of  tbe  left  hand  into  the  reetnm,  and  feeling  for 
the  staff,  inserts  tbe  nail  into  the  groove.  This  being 
done,  a  duurp-pointed  bistonry,  perfectly  guarded,, 
is  slipped  along  the  finger  as  a  director,  until  its  point 
inpinges  upon  the  groove  of  the  staff;  it  is  then  mado 
to  divide  the  walls  of  the  rectum  and  the  niethrt- 
This  incision  made,  the  bistonry  is  withdrawn,  and  a 
double  lithotome  is  inserted  in  a  similar  manner,  until 
it  reaches  the  groove  of  the  staff;  when  withdrawing 
tbe  left  finger,  the  surgeon  seizes  the  staff,  and  raisea 
it  a  litae,  while  with  the  right  hand  he  pushes  tha 
fithotome  into  the  bladder.  The  staff  is  then  withdrawn, 
and  the  sargeon  inttodnees  the  left  index  and  middle 
fingers  Into  the  rectum  below  the  lithotome,  which  ia 
then  withdrawn,  so  that  its  separated  blades  make  a 
bilateral  incision  in  the  reotnm,  through  which  the 
stone  is  redioved. 

M.  Jobert  exhibited  a  boy  whose  lower  jaw  he  had 
removed  for  disease  of  the  bone,  consisting  of  hyper- 
trophyy  with  ebumation,  and  containing  large  cavities,, 
filled  with  caseous  matter.  Tbe  operation  does  not 
offer  any  points  of  m9re  than  ordinary  surgical  Interests 


alWMt  touching  «be  folse  rtbe  $  the  oa  eoeoygie,  mach 
ehattwod,  prcijected  eonaldefably  b^w.  .  The  patleiit 
eoiiplaltted  of  gfeat  pahi  In  the  saero-iHae  sympbysie, 
vlth  paialysie  of  the  bladder  and  rectum,  email  pulse, 
nai  other  signs  of  eollapse.     Ha  waa  restored  same- 
what  by  sUmnlaats,  and   when  la-aedon  waa  Ailly 
atlaMlihed,  ha  was  treated  antiphlogiaiieally,  tha  dia- 
ylafced  banea  being  maintained  ae  motlonleea  ae  possible. 
196  attempt  al  rednetlon  was  considered  advisable*  T^is 
IrMimanC  was  marvallouely  sQeeeeefo] ;  net  only  did 
tkepatteat  sarvive,bttl  «be  paralysis  diminished,  and 
In  ten  daya  the  patieat'wae  ible  to  walk  with  diflenliy. 
-     The  eecond  case  is  unique.    An  eAcer-dwUng  a 
farleir  waa  ran  away  witb^  the  horse  at  the  same  time 
pHttgIng  violently;  In  one  of  tha  plangee  he  was 
thrown  considerably  from  hie  saddle,  uposi  which  he 
deocanded  again  with  such  force  ae  to-  laeerata  tha  leA 
•eida  of  the  peMo  aioh,  without  ii^ring  the  ekin.    A 
eecand  plunge  of  the  animal  added  to  the  mischief, 
codiplately  mptnrlng  the  Hgamenie  of  tha  symphysis 
'pMe.    When  eiamined,  n  large  Ingutosd  heniaaras 
'disbovered  on  the- left  side,  and  In  the  parlnenm.a 
*iamoar  projected  aa  large  sa  thw  fist,  which  could  be 
poahed  npwarda  into  tbe  pelvis.    The  eymphyeia  pubis 
"mm  iepaiatifi  to  an  enenl  whleh*allawed  tha  hand  to 
•ha  inalnnaied  between  tha  oesapubiai  >The  henia  was 
laduced,  and  tha  bones  kept  in  apposlHoit  bf  bandages, 
and  in  three  months  the  patient  was  able  to  walk.    If . 
Iffnrville  upon  this  case  founded  some  remarks  uppn 
tha  feasibility  of  the  operation  of  division  of  tbe  sym- 
physis in  labor.    In  a  discussion  which  ensued,  H. 
'Halgaigne  doubted  that  it  was  a  case  of  simple  dislo* 
cation,  ihinUng  it  probable  that  there  was  also  fracture. 

aTAnSTlCS  OF  UTHOTXITT  AVP  UTHOTOMT. 

r  After  ihe  preeentarion of  memoirs  on pellagsaand 
Tacdnatian,  whkh  are  not  of  interest  to  the  British 

.  reader,  the  discaseion  on  lithotomy  and  Uthotrity  was 
veanmed.     M.  Qviale,  who  opened  the  debate,  gave 

.  a  statistical  aaeount  of  stone  opamliona  in  different 
localities.  In  Bristol,  of  185  operatioM  belwaea  ^e 
ages  of  one  and  ten  years,  38  or  one  in  4.68  died.,  jQf 
caseeby  Dr.  Telloly,  on  ealijects  under  fourteen,  69  died 

.  out  of  357  cases,  or  one  in  5^17.  Of  100  operallfna 
performed  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  56  were  cured  and  !28 
died.  Between  the  years  1836  and  1843, 73  operatioDS 
for  stone  have  been  performed  in  the  hospitals,  of 
Paris,  on  patients  of  all  ages ;  of  these,  45  were  cured 
and  35  died ;  in  3  the  lesue  waaunknown.  Tbismakes  a 
mortality  of  one  in  3.  In  89  operations  by  Dopuytren, 
on  patients  under  the  age  of  fourteen,  the  recoveriea^rere 
70,  tbe  deaths  19,— that  is  to  say,  1  in  4.66.  Such  Are 
the  results  of  the  operation  for  stone.  In  opposition  to 
this,  M.  Civiale  adduced  the  following  statistics  :-^f 
838  cases  of  stone  which  presented  themselves  to  him 
between  the  years  1834  and  1845,  548  were  healed  .by 
Uthotrity;  the  remainder  were  not  considered  proper 
cases.  To  these  548  cases  he  adds,  35  cases  of  lltMHrity 
from  relapses,  8  in  which  Uihotrity  was  perlbrmed 
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Tha  piiaeipal  oommnmeattons  to  b^  nottced  |uca  tha 
following  :«- 

TEXATMBMT  OF  FEVBR. 

M.  Senas  read  a  lecture  on  the  '<  Remedial  Txeat- 
ment  of  Fever."  •  He  aommencad  by  asauming  that 
lyphoid  farar  Uka  other  exaathemaUc  fovars,  consisu 
of  two  distinct  alamants.  1.  The  exantham  as  tha 
basis.  3.  The  group  of  phenomena,  tha  assemblage  of 
which  is  known  as  hfw.  These,  he  considered,  to 
bear  a  definite  relation  to  each  other,  the  severity  of 
the  latter  being  proportlonata  to  the  extent  of  tha 
former.  The  origin  of  hie  piadilection  for  the  mareurial 
treatment  of  typhoid  ia  to  be  traced  to  this  supposed 
analogy.  Finding  that  the  varioloid  eruption  may  be 
abortedby  mercurials,  as  the  J?mp2as<.  l^^cumlftfreMrfo, 
&c.,  it  ooourred  to  him  that  a  similar  mode  of  treatment 
might  be  beneficial  in  fever.  His  method  Is  the  follow- 
ing:—Internally  he  gives  the  black  sulphnrat  of 
mercury,  in  four.grain  dosee,  three  or  four  timea  a 
day;  extemaBy  he  uses  the  mercurial  ointment  by- 
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OB  the  ftbdoiMn.  Xbit  trectoent  he  cootisnee 
Irix  or  eight  dAjfl,  nnleie  ptyalisn  oeonrft,  when  the 
•dote  it  dliiiiaithed.  Aeoording  to  M.  Senes,  the 
liMiiaeho  and  liMrer  mn  epeedttj  dimlaiehed  by  this 
trolMunt ;  edfnftvlc  ejnptomi  «f e  preTented.  The 
.^[■•iititjof  the-enlphiivet  nqalrad  ia  seldom  more  th»D 
«  dmohm.  Oenvahiseeaoe  U  esUbUshoi  by  the  eighth 
tothoiansmnthdey, 

PUBULVMt  OPBTBUJCtA.  Ill  INVANTS. 

M.  Chatsalgnac  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Academy  in 
^Ichhe  details  some  new  Aiets  relatlfe  to  the  parnlent 
ophthalmia  of  new.bom  children.  He  has  ascettained 
that  if  the  parnlent  matter  be  carefolly  washed  away, 
a  false  membrane  may  generally  be  detected.  '  This 
membrane  is  greyish,  and  very  adherent ;  it  is  mostly 
found  on  the  palpebral  reflection  of  the  coojanctira; 
its  presence  he  belicTes  to  be  the  great  obstacle  to  the 
cnre  of  these  cases,  and  he  states  that  after  its  removal 
the  case  generally  proceeds  satisfactorily,  either  beeanse 
it  acted  as  a  foreign  body,  or  thst  it  prevented  the 
contact  of  the  collyria  with  the  diseased  tissnes. 

The  author  likewise  pointed  oat  the  striking  benefit 
lie  had  witnessed  from  repeated  forcible  syringing  or 
donching  of  the  eye  with  cold  water.  He  states  that 
«ince  he  has  adopted  the  practice  he  has  not  lost  a 
single  eye,  in  fact  that  the  cares  ai^  now  as  frequent  as 
before  they  were  rare.  The  resam^  of  his  obserratlons 
is  thas  given:— 1.  Pnmlent  ophthalmia  of  new-bom 
children  is  a  diphtheritic '  inflammation,  tending  to 
the  prodoction  of  false  membranes.  3.  This  membrane 
'58  so  adherent  that  it  can  only  be  removed  by  peeling 
it  off  with  forceps.  3.  Irrigation  of  the  eye  and  eye- 
lids rapidly  induces  a  cure. 

M.  Tavignot  communicated  his  experience  on  the 
advantage  of  sabmitting  patients  to  gentle  salivation 
prerioos  to  operating  apon  them  for  cataract.  By  these 
means,  iritis  and  keratitis,'  the  two  great  drawbacks  to 
the  success  of  the  operation),  are  stated  to  be  frequently 
proTonted. 

M.  Maichal  de  Calvi  presented  some  analyses  of  the 
hlood  of  scorbutic  patients, 

M.  Sedillot  read  a  paper  on  etherization  which  is 
without  interest. 


.TH£  MEETING  OF    UNION  MfiDIGAL 

OFFICERS. 

in  bonseqnence  of  the  lateness  of  the  period  at 

whltfti  ¥e  reeeived  the  more-  circumstafitial  aceouht  of 

'the  proceedlDgs  of  the  liOndon'meetiiig  of  the  medical 

^officers  of  Unions,  we  were  unable  to  report  Mr. 

Dan]^*8  speech  in  foil.-    As  fhrls  eloquent  address 

teems  to  embbdy  the  leadfng  features  of  Pdor-law 

'grievances,  we  have1>een  requested  by  some  inflaential 

membefs  of  the  Provindal  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso. 

>«latton  to  give  it  insertinto  in  the  present  numl>er  of  the 

J6ttma],  partly  that  the  views  of  Mr.  Baniell  may  be 

more  generally  made  known  to  the  Association,  and 

Tartly  that  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  union  practice 

•may  be  induced  to  furnish  the  Comndtlee  appoint^  at 

Hbe  meeting  with  ftsch  dau  and  facts  bearing  on  the 


sul^ect  as  are  in  their  poasesiApn.    The  apeao^  af  }ys*» 
reported  is  authentic. 

Mr.  Daoiell  after  rM4ing  the  resolutioo  entnuted  0o 
him,  addreased  the  meeting  as  follows:-^ 

Mr.  Chairman  and  GesdlmMnr-ODe  ol  tha 
privttegas  of  EngUabmaay  mi  oaa  of  the 
whieh  belong  to  a  fme  and  anUghmaad  Ctofiumwsm^»  ia 
the  faeUlty  which  It  afada  Its  fe^yU  ol  wtfMpaJiwg 

their  wrsnga  and  of  granting  thMLredrmSk  Y»am|wn» 
a  chamoter  of  iadtfereaee,  lo  be  oaralaM  t^  tlm  Mfltt- 
mate  claims  of  any  section  of  the  aowf  pnliy:  irhmi 
those  elalma  am  ful^  and  faidy  MUbHaht^  M  la|mm 
%  deaf  ear  to  andeniahle  tnUh%  wanWaipss  a«mfMiV^ 
of  moml  tnrpitude  and  gailty  negligun^  whlokl 
dkoold  be  aorry  to  attach  ta  any  atate !  (Hfir*.  ^^fifi) 
Indeed  I  cannot  believe  In  thasa  enlightspmd  HmM  thpit 
any  Govenmant  will  wiUiiUy  do  wrong.  Tfas  djy^snl- 
ties  whieh  beset  legislation  am  obvlona  opMgl^  J^ 
there  may  be  ofMS  where»  to  aflCompUsln  gUMOl  gfiad* 
great  partial  evU  may  pmyail.  Tha  iufWW  Ul  m  mt 
enable  of  this  kind  oC  evil.  I  a|t«ob  no  imgrapar 
motives  to  the  parties  who  intmdaeed  that  nmanaiif^ 
bat  I,  In  common  with  mypiofesaienalhmthmn^miillia 
under  ito  eucttons.  (Hoar.)  The  oltieet|  howaafK;»  of 
this  convention  of  nnlon  medical  oififDcss,  ia  to.^^fjoit 
the  akl  of  Parliament*  ao»  to  abrogate  a  lawj,  hn*  9§ifm 
us  an  infliction  for  which  no  lar  eslala.  Omt  «imdM> 
solicit  Goremment  to  step  between  as  aadaa.aiMMMgr 
and  grinding  system,  where  tha  wiU  of  mm^  and-peC 
the  laws  of  our  CQuntry*  is  the  pammoaat.  airttairliy. 
We  am  met  to  claim  £rom  the  Laglalalare  ih^VimHy 
assistance,  so  to  orgsai^e  the  pdncl|Aes  of.  v^edieal 
relief  to  the  sick-poor,  that  the  latter  may.maffLlUe 
beneflt  of  good  adr ice,  and  that  the  adnsem  lhm«MidNa 
may  be  remunerated  to  an.  extent  heeoialnf .  tMr 
characters  as  gentlemen*  and  worthy  their  conaidemlimt 
as  akil/ttl  and  inteUigent  men.  (Cbeera.)  J.am«,m> 
enemy  to  a  proper  system  of  economy.  I  laud  every 
institution  that  has  an  eye  to  the  careful  expenditure  of 
its  fundi :  but  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  a 
griping  parsimony  and  a  proper  economy  the  former 
invariably  inflicts  evil  upon  itself,  while  it  fails  'not  to 
render  wretched  the  victims  of  its  baseness.  (Cheei^) 
We  all  know  that,  under  the  new  Poor-law  Bill,  a 
board  of  guardians  has  been  appointed  in  every  union 
to  transact  the  business  appertaining  to  that  union. 
We  also  know  that  that  board  Is  composed  of  a  hetero- 
geneous compound  of  character,  of  men  as  versatile  in 
their  powers  and  capacities  as  it  is  possible  for  versatility 
to  go,  and  that  perfect  union  of  opinion  amongst 
them  would  be  a  circumstance  scarcely  to  be  antloi- 
pated,  botli  anomalous  and  extraordinary  t  Yon 
will  remember,  too,  that  it  is  not  the  weight  6t 
intelligence  which  carries  the  day  in  these  assem- 
blies. No,  it  is  the  majority  of  votes.  I  wish  not  to 
reflect  upon  these  gentlemen — doubtless  they  are  worthy 
and  excellent  personages  according  to  their  vocatloo, 
but  I  will  say  that  intellect  is  not  so  rife  amongat 
them  as  to  shine  on  all  occasions  with  extraordinary 
brilliancy.  If,  then,  there  be  a  lack  of  this  peculiar 
commodity—if  the  majority  of  that  l>oard  be  com- 
posed of  men  of  very  ordinary  capacities,  of  Umitdd 
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iilMMgefioe^  of  tttntMripS«w«,  and  ntrroireoneeiMionsol 
the  dignity  of  mind— how  ahall  they  grapple  in  their 
dealfng  with  men  who  offer' mind  as  tiie  article  of 
iMurtert  Do  men  in  general  pot  a  high  valae  upon 
that  which  they  do  not  nndentand  f  Are  they  not 
diapwed  rather  to  nnderrato— nay,  to  consider  as 
nolhing  that  whiofa  ia  not  tangible  like  a  bale  Of  goods, 
•  aamplaof  oom,  or  a  fat  beast  t  ^Cheers.)  When, 
tbaralbWy  the  medloal  officer  is  to  be  engaged,  these 
gfotlaaan  bava  an  immediate  eye  to  a  rigid  system  of 
HawJaMHiij,  and  without  a  dae  reference  to  the  qoality 
of  lliarmaitarial«»fcr  of  the  quality  they  know  nothing 
■  t4lielf  oli|$aet  is  to  get  what  they  need  at  the  cheapest 
fata*'  (Bear,  heair.)  Are  medical  men  in  the  conyen- 
tblMd-naafMi  of  society  different  from  others!  Will 
ibtnf  wiUingly  abandon  their  own  interesu,  and,  with  a 
Oalzpllla  spirit,  encounter  dangers  and  difficulties  for 
tlM'Siera  love  of  itf  (Rear,  hear.;  Will  they  visit 
IkalioQaaa  of  tho  poor,  dispense  the  peculiar  blessings 
of  tMi  order,  hang  oTor  the  sidk  bed  of  contagion,  and 
bnatha  tha  poison  of  pestilencei^will  they  watch  the 
Kibring  victim,  and  smooth  his  dying  pillow— will 
tbtf'ba  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  leave  their 
cbasf  All  haavlhs,  or  in  the  bitterness  of  an  inclement 
aaaaan  quit  their  bads,  to  ride  over  plain  and  upland, 
lylbarAil  preeipicta  or  gloomy  ravines,  entering  the 
aqwM  habitations  of  daatitntion  and  misery  amidst 
Jbulnasajuid  filtli— to  allay  the  anguish  of  disease,  or 
to'eheek.the  progress  of  some  awful  and  destroying 
SMlady  f  To  the  honour  of  my  profession  bo  it  said, 
thai  wUl ! !  But  is  it  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
InaBndty— is  it  in  accordance  with  the  duty  which 
man  owea  to  man,  that  such  senices  should  be  un. 
ratmaded,  or  that  thay  should  be  paid  for  at  a  rate 
ishkh  makea  it  Httle  better  than  charity  on  our  parts, 
md  whiah  puts  proAt  out  of  the  question  f  I  must 
what  I  have  said  elsewhere.  That  there  are 
in  our  profession— who  will  donbtf— *for 
tbiff6  are  TOnal  men  in  aresy  profession.  Socb  man 
eantraot  with  a  board  of  guardians  for  attendance  on 
tho  poor,  but  they  contiaot  with  a  mental  resenration 
that,  ihey  will  not  be  losers.  Who  then  is  the  victim  f 
Why,  the  poor  sufferer  who  ia  deprived  of  what  might 
benefit  him,  beoaoae  valuable  remedies  are  withheld. 
In  a  acoondary  sense,  the  board  of  guardians  too,  for 
the .  protracted  illncsa  of  the  poor  patient,  protracts 
alio  his  weekly  payments,  and  swells  out  the  relieving 
offieers*  aoconnts  far  beyond  what  would  have  been  an 
equivalent  fer  the  better  duties  of  a  medical  officer. 
Obi  that  men  would  see  the  oogenoy  of  truths  like 
these,  for  they  are  damning  evidenoea  of  a  bad  aystem. 
(Cheen.)  But  it  might  be  axgued— give  ua  evidence 
that  you  are  ill  paid,  prove  that  boards  of  guardians 
arepaisimonlous^or  that  the  Conwsissionersare  wanting 
In  attention  to  your  claims. .  I  make  no  doubt  that 
many  gentlemen  here  present  are  prepared  with  facts 
to  illnitrate  my  asaerlion,  via.,  that  in  the  majority 
of  the  uniona  of  this  kingdom  the  salariea  of  the 
ttedloal  offioers  will  not  pay  for  the  value  of  medicine* 
if  dispensed  and  charged  by  an  ordinary  druggist. 
But  I  will  illnatrate  my  posUian  by  taking  the 
Itowpoiit  anion  aa  an  eiaasple*    I  have  hare  a  list 


of  parishes,  the  amount  of  population,  and  the  yeerlj' 
salaries  paid  to  medical  officers  s-* 
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Medical  Salaries. 

£2    0 

0  •••• 

4    0 

0  .... 

2  10 

0  •••• 

0  10 

0  .... 

6  10 

"    .  •*.  • 

9    0 

0*». •• 

4  10 

0  ..,, 

3    0 

0  ••«• 

3    0 

0  •... 

4    0 

0  .... 

2    0 

0  .... 

9    0 

0  .... 

5  10 

0  .... 

1  10 

0  .... 

16    0 

0  .... 

1  10 

0  .... 

8    0 

0  .... 

1  10 

0  .... 

6    0 

V     .... 

4    0 

0  •... 

1    0 

0  .... 

3  10 

0  ;... 

4  10 

0  »«•• 

3    0 

0  •... 

18.  0 

0  •••• 

1  10 

0  ..... 

6    0 

0  .... 

17    0 

0  .... 

4  10 

0  .;.. 

4    0 

0  .... 

6  10 

0  •••• 

3  10 

0  .... 

0  10 

0  .... 

8  10 

0  •••• 

7  10 

0  .... 

2  10 

0".... 

2    0 

0  «... 

2    0 

0  .... 

3    0 

0  .,.. 

20    0 

0  .,«• 

3  10 

0  .... 

0  10 

0  .... 

1  10 

0  .... 

1    0 

0  .... 

3  10 

V  '  .  .   /. 

2iZ 


"»• 


410^ 

374 

721. 

563 
168 


Parishes. 

Astwood.        • « 

Bletohley  

Bradwell  •••.««. 

Brafield  ••...•, 

Bow  BrickhiU 
Great  Brickhill 
l^itUa  BrickhiU 
Brottgblon  ••«.••• 

CastleThorpe        • 365 

Chicheley           245 

Clifton  lUynes          213 

North  Crawley          865 

Emberton       •.••••••.•••..  658 

Gayburst        119 

Hsnslope          1558 

Hardmead  

Haversbam       

Lathbury 127 

Laveadon      668 

Great  Lindford 449 

Little  LfntRnd ••••  64 

Loughton       • 361 

MiUonKeyifeea      .»••••....  32» 

Ifonlsoe 296 

Newport  Pag^U          •  3568 

Newton  BlossomviUe    •  264 

Newton  Longville         •...••  559 

Olney     2349 

Ravenstone       •••••• .•  416 

Sbenley  Church  End    \  229 

Shetringtoii       ••«  856 

Simpaon     •*••«•  551 

Stantottboiy      •••••«••«•••  4ft. 

Stake  G«ldi||gtaa      ^^••^.^*  856. 

Fenny Stratfoxd    ••••••».f  763 

Tyrington  and  Filf^VQ  ...••  206 

Walton 103 

Warrington        ••••••• 97 

WaterEaton     ••  275 

Wavendon          846 

Weston  Underwood      d38 

WUlen     *T 

Great  Woolstone          94 

Little  Woolstone          H5 

Woughton  • • 


£216  0    0 


Total  22,850 

You  mnat  bear  in  mind,  fsntaaaoi.thftt.maiiy  of 
theee  parishee  are  heavily  busdmsed  with  peer;  that ift 
many  iaatanoea  they.aca  Hvaand  sis.  miles  from  the 
reaidenea  of  the  mediaal  offiear ;  thai  there  avanaay 
tQU.gales;  and  that  in  oesnequaiMa  of  the  higk.pc'oa 
of  piweision  last  year  diitreesaDddeatitntion.piefaUed 
in  no  onUmry  degree^  and  as  a  oonaeqaeMa  diseaed 
pievaUed  alaa^.  You  may  boi  disposed  to  ask  hew 
gentiameD»  valuing  their  attainments,  puUvif  the 
sUgbtsat  riUmiiti  of  wosih  npon  their  powers  and 
aasions  to  anppott  the  dignitp  of  their  eaUiag»  oenM 
possibly  aceept  of  .appointaianta  which,  in-  the  Sm 
place  eonld  not  be  remunecaave,<aad  is  the  aeeand  waa 
degrading  ta  their  diyiity  and  chaaanler.    The  tntb^ 
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18,  that  horn  yoar  to  year  we  have  been  led  to  ezpeot 

a  change; — we  have  been  induced  lo  think  that  so 

crying  an  aril  mast  meet  with  its  remedy  from  the 

hands  ot  thp9e  whose  especial  business  it  was  to  correct 

cboies.   In  the  Tery  early  suges  of  our  career,  almost  at 

the  beginning  of  the  new  law  in^  our  neighbourhood, 

W9,   the  medical  officers  of  the  union,  presented  a 

femonstranoe  to  the  board,  setting  forth  our  claim  for 

more  ample  remuneration.    But  this    remonstrance 

/ailed  in  producing  any  very  beneficial  effect.    We 

next  memorialized  the  Poor-law  Commissioners,  and 

they  were  courteous  and  attentive,  for  they  furnished 

us  with  a  very  poliU  and  very  laconic  reply,  stating 

they  had  sent  our  memorial  to  the  board!     Then 

doubtless  it  experienced  the  fate  which  certain  bills 

do  in  another  house,  ordered  to   be  read  that  day 

"tweUe-months  !    (Laughter  and  ehears.)    Yes,  there 

can  ba  no  doubt  that  that  poor  memorial  senred  to 

comfort  and    warm   the   gentlemen   so    graphically 

deaoribed   by  Dickaas,  as  wearing  white  waistcoats, 

or  some  Teritable  Bamble,  while  it  biased  and  ondklad 

on  the  board.room  fire.    (Cheers.)    Still  we  did  iMt 

despair. 

<«  Not  by  fkilores  vex'd. 
And  eren  certain  to  succeed  tlie  uext/*^ 

We  resoWed  upon  a  new  expedient.  We  determined  to 
meet — we  determined  to  exhibit  our  magnanimity,  and, 
despite  of  the  sacrifice  of  no  small  proportion  of  our 
quarter's  salary,  we  positively  ordered  a  dinner  at  the 
principal  inn  in  the  town— 

**  \  dinner  of  tlie  best ; 
Lo !  to  a  turn  the  different  Joints  were  drest.*^ 

I  do  not  think  any  of  us  grew  pot-valiant  on  that  oooa- 
aion,  but  we  oame  to  a  oonclntion  that  we  wotild  go  In 
•«  body  to  the  board  of  gnaidiant,  and  try  the  effect  of 
m  viva  voce  representation.  By  a  strange  obliquity  of 
judgment  I  was  made  the  mouthpiece  of  the  party,  and 
to  the  best  of  my  abilities  I  endeavoured  to  show  the 
wrong  which  each  at  us  had  sustained.  As  far  as  I 
iras  individuany  concerned,  I  proved  baytMid  the  poe- 
sibility  of  *c6nt'raaicl!on,*that  I  had  dtfring  the  last 
twelve  months  dispensed  medicines  to  tHe  poor,  and 
charging  for  it  at  a  rate  which  a  druggist  would  oharge— 
allowing  nothing  for  journeys,  for  time,  for  skill— I  was 
abfloluiely  minus  £24.  (Hear,  hear.)  Did  this  repre- 
■antation  produce  any  effect}  Tml^  St  did,  for  the 
comaisiioner  who  was  present  overwhelmed  ua  with 
high  eulugistio  oomplimanla  upon  our  gantlcBanly 
behavioar,  for  onr  tampewto  esposilien:of  laet^  which 
2ie  dadarad,  in  all  bia  aaqwrlanoa  of  siasilar  comf^inti, 
had  no  parallel!  He  intimated^  moreovar,  that  he 
ahonld  invite  soma  ol  ua  todinnar  whaaha  naxt  came 
to  Nawport  PagnaU,  that  wa  aai^t  quietly  talk  over  the 
httsineas,  with  a  view  to  a  satisfactory  amagamaitt 
Alas,  for  our  orgaoa  of  guitetivaiiaeB !  Tha  aalaion  has 
aaver  laaped  into  the  ne^  or  tha  mutton  fattened  in  the 
tmstums,  which  haa  to  gffaoa  ouv  laUa  oa  that  aaepiakma 
day.  (Laughter  and  ahears.)  Tha  diassr  ami  tha 
cantnltation  found  a  grave  in  fnifKfnlnnas.  aad  sra  an 
atOlaswaware.  So  true  it  is  that  tha  bast  amtivM  and 
■fMiMlpleeare^Niatxatadin  thair  effeeta  bythabalalul 
toiuanaa  of  praoraatinadaB.    Aa  a  kaan  aatiriat  of  Iha 


last  Mtttury  saya,  whan  royalty  pasaed  throng  a cartain 

city— 

**He  gtad  the  katfiiaim  kan, 

'Twas  all  be  |^;  *  bat  then/  quoth  he, 
'I'll  fomelbittg  gie,  my  lord,  d^ye  zee. 
When  I  come  here  agen.*  ** 

(Cheers.)  But  enough  of  complaints.  How  are  theaa 
evils  to  be  remedied  f  Cue  thing  is  obvious ;  wa  must 
remedy  them  ourselves.  We  have  now  assumed  our 
proper  position.  We  come  not  like  factions  men  to 
violate  laws,  or  break  the  bonds  by  which  socl^  !a 
united.  We  have  combined  fur  a  legitimate  purpose; 
and  it  is  our  intention  to  carry  onr  grievances  whara 
they  ought  to  be  redressed— to  the  fountain  of  law 
itself.  And  what  is  it  we  ask  f  Simply  that  which  fa 
oonceded  to  the  lowest  subject  in  the  realai*-a  Mr 
remuneration  for  our  labours,  an  adequate  companaa- 
tion  for  arduous  and  painful  duties  imposed  upon  ua. 
And  surely  we  have  a  high  justification,  for  is  not  "  tha 
labourer  worthy  of  his  hireT  (Hear,  hear.)  Lat 
us,  then  represent  to  the  Government,  that  uadimA 
remuneration  for  attendance  on  the  sick  poor  legiti- 
mately belongs  to  them  ;  that  they  are  in  a  poaltlou 
lo  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility,  becauaa 
they  take  upon  themselves  to  pay  half  the  expenaaa. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Let  us  urge  upon  them  the  neaaaaity  of 
a  fixed  and  settled  principle,  either  to  tax  the  pariahaa 
according  to  the  amount  of  population,  or  to  employ- 
some  distinguished  actuary  to  form  a  correct  acale  af 
cbaiges  according  to  the  returns  of  sickness  and  mor- 
tality, bearing  in  mind  extra-charges  for  mileaga 
according  to  the  distance  which  the  medical  officer  has 
to  travel.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  most  essential 
consideration,  and  it  will  produce  one  good  effect,  for 
it  will  neceaaarily  limit  the  districts  within  suitable 
and  proper  dimensions,  and  put  an  end  to  that  pre« 
poaterous  practice  of  engaging  medical  officers  whose 
residences  are  so  remote  that  their  services  are  scarcely- 
available.  (Cheers.)  One  or  two  more  obserrationa 
and  I  have  done.  Contrast  for  a  moment  the  aondcat 
practised  towards  us  as  medical  men,  with  dtat  adopted 
towards  the  clergy.  No  man  eotertaina  a  kighar 
reverence  for  the  church  than  I  do.  No  man  eatimataa 
the  value  of  the  clergy  mora  than  I  do.  God  foriild 
that  I  should  utter  a  syllable  that  would  tend  to  miUtala 
against  their  holy  and  exemplary  office;  but  I  must  ha 
pardoned  if  I  question  whether  the  duties  of  a  clergy- 
man are  superior  or  even  equal  to  ours.  Nay,  I  con. 
tend  that  the  labours  of  the  one  and  the  other  cannot 
be  put  in  juxta-positSon.  Yet  would  you  believe  it,  I 
read  ki  a  public  journal  tha  other  day,  in  tha  itama  at 
tha  espanaea  o€  a  oounty  gaol,  that  the  aui^gaon'a  aalary 
waa  £80  a  year,  wbila  that  of  the  alaigy  man  waa  i&MO. 
SuMly,  thought  I,  tfaeva  can  ha  no  oomparison  batwaa 
th^aarvfoaa  cf  the  one  and  tha  after.  (Hear»  hoar.) 
Tha^lergyman  piaaohea  hia  aarmon  on  a  Sunday,  may 
haa«>'pf«yars  in  the  waak-day,  and  oooaaiooaliy  viait 
tha  iMr;  but  tha  medical  man  famiahas  madidna^  givaa 
daily  attandauoa,  and  in  aavara  caaea  ia  avar  at  tha 
ca9  of  tha  authorities,  and  is  liable  to  be  distuihad 
in  the  midla  of  the  sight  to  anoouuter  paatilanoe 
ha-  aU<  ita  forma  and  cbaracteia,  and  parfarm  pro- 
faaaioual  dmlaa  difficult. and  daugaruua  to   hiaaalt 
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.Are  we  not  m  well  adoMtad-M  tb«  deigsri  end  It  aot 
ovr  podtion  hi  life  really  at  TalnaUa  at  ibeln  f  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  grant  that  the  tool  of  man  it  sapeiior  to  his 
hoij,  bat  a  great  deal  naj  be  taid  aboat  his  body  too. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  ol^eet  to  the  clergyman  getting 
£300;  it  doubtless  is  hit  dae.  But  why  should  n6t  the 
medical  officer  get  £300  alsot  And  here  let  one  faoi 
he  mentioned  without  stating  where  it  occurred  :<^A 
poor  woman  had  typhus  (ewer.  The  medical  man  con- 
tidered  that  she  was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive  the 
clerg>^an*t  Titttt,  and  could  not  advite  him  to  go. 
•But  the  got  better,  and  then  she  had  a  desire  to'  see 

4 

him.  Hit  antwer  wat*  "  No,  no ;  it  is  twer,  I  thall 
not  go ;  I  might  tahe  it  home."  (Hear,  hear.)  No 
one  present  would  grudge  a  clergyman  his  fair  salary, 
(hear,  hear,)  but  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  in  com- 
paring the  two  catet,  that  a  medical  man  hat  not  any 
aueh  privilege  as  this.    No.    The  board  of  guardians 


Mo?ed   by  W.   C.   Williantoa,   Esq.,   teeonded  bf 

Dr.  Aikenhead. 
"  That  two  books,  to  which  are  appended  eopiet  of 
these  resolntioDS,  and  of  the  proposed  bye-laws,  diall  ba 
deposited,  the  one  tt  Messrs.  Stmms  and  Blnham's,  the 
other  at  the  Reading  Roomt  of  the  Medieal  Society,  and 
that  auy  members  of  the  profettion  who  enrol  their 
names  and  professional  titles  in  the  same,  prior  to 
November  the  18tb,  shall  become  ipso  facto  memben  of 
this  Association ;  provided,  neverthelest,  that  any  three 
gentlemen  so  enrolled,  may,  at  the  first  meetiag  of  the 
AssQcistion,  demand  a  ballot  on  the  admission  of  any  one 
whose  Dsme  appears  in  the  list." 

Moved  by  J.  G.  Harrison,  Esq.,  seconded  by  Dr.  Browne. 

**  That  the  first  meeliog  of  the  Association  be  held  in 
the  Law  Society's  Room,  on  Thursday,  the  18th  of 
November,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  the  men« 
bart  will  determine  on  the  general  lawt,  and  elect  the 


wo^  My  to  tho  Djedicl  officer,  it  he  heritoted  on  the    ,,^  of  the  A«o«J.tH»}  and  that  the  Hooom,  Secre- 
m^  of  oonlMion.  "  S.r.-we  pay  ,o«  for  ^e«>  datle..    ^  ^  j,,,^^^  ^^  ^j^,  ,„  ^  „^^^^  ^^  ^^^ 


apd  we  expect  yon  to  perform  them."  And,  is  not  the 
clergyman  paid  alsof  But  no  Board  interposes  its 
dictum  to  command  obedience  in  his  case.  (Hear,  hear.) 


MEDICAL  ETHICS. 


MANCHBSTXa  MBDICO-BTHICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

A  large  and  influential  meeting  uf  the  members  of  the 
profession,  convened  by  public  advertisement,  was  held 
at  the  Law  Society's  Rooms,  Manchester,  on  Thunday 
evening:,  the  28tb  ult.,  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Pro- 
visional  Committee,  appointed  August  4th,  to  frame  laws 
and  regulations  for  the  government  of  a  Medieo-Ethictl 
Association.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Biidtley, 
and  after  the  report  had  been  read,  the  following  retolo- 
tions  were  unanimously  passed. 

Moved  by  J.  Windsor,  Esq.,secoDded  by  R.  T.  Hung  Esq. 
**  That  the  principtl  objects  of  the  Association  be,  to 
frame  a  code  of  etiquette  for  the  guidance  of  its  members ; 
to  decide  upon  all  questions  of  ussge  or  courtesy  in 
conducting  medical  practice;  to  support  the  respectability 
and  maintain  the  interests  of  the  profession ;  to  proniote 
&ir  and  honourable  practice ;  to  correspond  with  bodies 
or  individuals  in  other  psrts  of  the  kingdom  on  tny 
matter  touching  professional  interests,  tnd  by  its  moral 
lofloenceand  the  exercise  of  a  jo^cions  supervision,  to 
prevent  abuses  in  the  profession." 

Moved  by  W.  WUion,  Esq.,  teatadtd  by  D.  Nebk,  Stq. 
»  That  all  medieal  praetiHoMeMndtnt  in  Mancbetler, 
or  withm  twenty  mileeef  that  city,  who  pettettadagui^ 
diploma,  or  Ueenie  from  any  legnUy  conatattttei  corpoiate 
intlitntion  in  the  United  JUagdoM,  ot  from  any  imign 
nnivenity»  leqninng  lemdenra  er  egtminatien  te  ebtain 
itt  diplena,  and  who  thaU  be  admitted  in  pimuaMe  of 
each  ndat  at  m^  be.befaete  adepts  thaUibeMnben 
of  the  Maacbeiter  Medieo.£ihieal  Aneeiatinn/' 

Moved  by  8.  Crompton,  Etq.,  eteondtdby  R.  Phn^  Biq«« 

of  Stoekport. 
^  Tfaatevery  member  dn  admittien  pey  to'thelTieftaMr, 
dlher  the  somof  five  gvineaf  atone  pe^enhwWdi 
afaell  eonttitnte  him  afifc  mmbtr,  or  an aanal paymeal 
elhdia 


tary  oe  wtirncteci  to  give 
notice  of  tuch  meeting.*' 

Moved  by  O.  Southam,  Esq.,  seconded  by  J.  Bent,  Esq. 

<<  That  a  report  of  tbit  meeting  be  forwarded  by  the 
Hononry  Secretary,  to  the  Medical  Periodicals,  with  a 
request  for  itt  insertion." 

After  votet  of  thankt  had  been  severally  passed  to  the 
Provisional  Committee,  Hononry  Secretary,  and  Chair* 
man,  the  proceedings  of  the  evening,  which  had  been 
conducted  with  the  greatest  unanimity  and  good  feeling, 
were  terminated,  by  upwards  of  thirty  gentlemen  enrolling 
their  names  as  members  of  the  Association. 


Pkoposbd 'Byb-laws  op  thb  Manohbstbb  Mbdico- 
Ethical  Associatioit. 

Sect.  h'^Disqualifications  for  Membership. 

Any  practitioner  who  may  act  in  opposition  to  tl^e 
piioeiplet  involved  in  the  eight  tucceeding  laws,  shall  not 
be  eligible  to  the  membership  of  this  Association ;  at^ 
if  already  a  member^  be  shall,  on  infringing  the  same,  be 
liable  to  eipultion.  , 

L—No  trnmbar  thall  practise,  professedly  and  exda- 
•lvely>  hemceeptihy,  hydropathy,  or  mesmeritm. 

2i-«Ne  meoriier  thall  by  advertittmant,  cirenlav*  er 
plaea&rd  eolieit  private  ptaetice.    • 

d.^)tomembei  aheli  be  thepieprietor  of,  or  in  any  way 
deriveedeantage  from,  the 


•• 


4.-'No  member  thall  give;ttstiaoniala  in  fiavopr.  of  asy 
peltBt  er  piopnelarf  medieiae,  or  in  aBy-way  retemmend 
ttieifpeUle VMi  *    -  '* 

5;«^^io  metriier^  who  may  keep  an  open  shop,  shall 
tell  palanl  medleinti,  periunery,  or  other  artielm  tfaaa 
flwMnentiari  dmfi  and  piepatalitnt. 

64-«MomeiiherthaU  entetialoetmpaet  i^thadmnitt 

to  pwgatlbe  gtataiioni^,  and  at  the  saBse  tiite  ahaie  ia 
Ibe  pwfti  iiiiing  from  theeale  U  themeAdnei. 

7.«No  nmrnber,  baiag  a  gcadnate  in^nediem  engagad 
tngmMHapmetiM^ahaU  hold:tl».  ofke  of  pli|i9caim  te 
any  pnblic  inttitation. 

8.«^Nemenbei  acting  u  Aodiml  offiGer  toipq|i»lie 
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ktttlliitiMy  or  {NKMF-Uw  anion,  or  as  district  vaociMtor, 
shall  ahase  the  privilsgii  of  fab  appointment  to  the  injury 
of  faltfcllow  priuilitioner. 

SscT.  IL— Codf  of  BHqttttie. 

l.««4f«  iBMihMfthall;6n  any  pretext,  neetin  eonsoiu- 
'tion  p«rsODrprtcllfeifl^  m€dieine,  who  do  not  poawis  one 
or  nore  of  Ihe  <^iflcatioii»  eniineratod  in  No.  2,  of  the 
^enenlliws. 

2.-*'No  meuber  rtiall  m«et  in  consultation  any  medical 
praMiti^Hwr  who  may  he  tnadmissihle,  hy  the  operation 
of  the  by-laws,  (Seetbn  first,)  as  a  member  of  this 
Association. 

3.««I)fo  member  shall  meet  in  consultation  any  prac- 
titioner who  has  been  expelled  (his  Association. 

4.— When  a  senior  practitioner  is  called  upon  to  meet 
his  junior  in  consultation,  lor  a  second  opinion,  it  shall 
be  competent  for  the  former  to  represent  the  propriety 
and  advantage  of  obtaining  the  assistance  of  a  more 
experienced  practitioner,  but  if  the  patient  specially 
desire  to  hafe  the  opinion  of  any  qualified  member  of  the 
profession,  even  though  a  jnnior,  it  Is  the  doty  of  the 
practitSoner  in  atleiidaoce  10  acquiesce*   ' 

5.«*Wheii  two  prtctttioocffs  attend  in  eoosultation,  and 
th«  period  of  mating  having  been  ftxed»  one  of  the  two 
neglects  punctuality,  thus  wastiug  the  time  of  tho  other, 
the  Utter  shall  be  expected  to  wait  ten  minales,  and  then 
visit  the  patient. 

6.— In  consultation,  the  graduate  in  medicine  practising 
«s  physician,  is  entitled  to  the  precedence  of  the  general 
practitioner. 

7.— In  consultation,  the  practitioner  lut  ealled  in  is 
entitled  to  precedence,  (except  in  the  case  provided  for  by 
rule  six ;)  at  the  same  time  it  is  submitted  that,  should 
the  latter  be  a  junior,  the  greatesl  delicaey  and  consideia- 
tion  should  regulate  his  conduct. 

8. — When  a  practitioner  attends  for  another,  or  in 
consultation  with  another,  and  it  appears  niMesMry  to 
change  the  treatment,  it  should  be  done  with  the  most 
terupulons  care,  to  avoid  reiecting  on  the  prvfions  traaC- 
tnent ;  which  in  no  instance  should  be  openly  condemned. 

9.— When  a  practiiioner  is  consnlted  by  a  patient 
already  under  the  care  of  another,  be  shall  on  no  aeeount 
Inleifere  with  the  caM,  but  shall  request  a  ceosakalion 
with  the  gentleman  pfeviously  in  attendance.  lU  ho wtvtr, 
the  latter  refuse  this,  or4f  the  patient  inn! nl  en  iHwiiiiinfc 
him,  and  a  communication,  lo  that^ibat  be  aiaie,ihe 
ptaetitloner  last  connltad  will  he  joaliied  in  inking- 
charge  of  .the- caae. 

10.— When  during  sickneas,  affliction,  or  abaaaea  from 
iMme,  one  practitioner  has  aatntitad  4be  oaia  of  hisi 
praetiee  to  a  professional  Aiend,  tha  lattart hall  not  make 
any  charge  to  the  former,  or  to  the  .puiiaala  tor  his 
Mrvieas,buiahal^inaU-ihi«ga  ba  ioemm  <eMnt«of.the 
HMentee* 

11.— In  all  othet  casi  iwiieiEa  yaatitiooar  iaaaqiwitoil 
l>y  another,  or  any  aMaihat  of  hia  sslihlMwiimj4o«act 
IbrMmi  thafbrtter-shaUhaaBtiOad  to  ismpeiwrtiwat 
the  hands  of  thalatlir,  oalesi  inins  {mftltm  Biiiapmmat 
hm  haen  made  by  tba-piAlail  Ihafee  «a  baiafalaledhy 
Ihe dttamataacei o^ th^oat^bat hi  as  iiMTf  o  taba' 
less  than  half-a-crown. 

l%^Wh«i  a  pNaUtanr  is  cdM*  «pa»  by  4ha 


aaiistaat  or  sec  vant  of  apptlMr  ta  attend  ifi  aa  aueidfl»t 
or  other  aaiergeaqr  ia  aluaily  to  whom  bqth.  araav^l^ 
straagen,  the  former  ahaU  be  entitiod  to  take  chainB  of 
tha  case  throughout;  bntif  the  toUy  shanld.cpmaMmifAlB 
their  previous^-foraied  intfation  of  employ ing  the  lalloi^ 
he  shall  ba  reaunerated  according  to  rule  alev6D»  and 
resign  the  case. 

13.— When  a  practitioner  is  called  in  an  amerfeny 
by  a  fiiBuly  usually  attended  by  another,  he  shall,  when 
the  emergency  is  provided  for,  pend  for  tha  ordinary 
medical  attendant^  and  after  one  consoltalioin,  reaign.  the 
case  into  his  hand^  but  be  entitled  to  charge  the  lami^ 
for  his  senricee- 

14.— When  a  practiiioner  is  called  ia  to  attend  at 
an  accouchement  for  another,  and  completes  the  delivery, 
he  shall,  with  the  exception  provided  for  in  rule  ten,  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  foe ;  but  when  the  delivery  is  not 
completed  on  the  arrival  of  the  pra-eogaged  accoucheur, 
the  case  shall  be  immediately  resigned  to  him,  and  the 
fee  equally  divided. 

15.— When  a  pcactitioner  ii  consulted  by  a  patient 
whom  be  has  piEevioasly  attended  as  the  offlciating  friend 
of  aapther,  dnciag  siekneai,  or  abeenoe  from  home,  he 
shsU  enquire  whether  the  patient  hu  determined  oa 
changing  his  medical  attendant ;  if  so,  ha  will  be  justified 
in  taking  charge  of  the  case;  if  not,  and  the  question  ba 
simply  one  of  prefeienGe  between  the  two  piactUioiiera, 
he  should  dediua  at^adsace. 

16.—Whena  patient  is  not  satisfied  with  the  treatsBent 
of  the  ofllciating  friead  lek  in  charge,  •and  wishes  to  have 
aaolher  opinion,  the  second  practitioner  called  in  shall 
sland  in  the  relation  of  physioian  or  oonsaltingsarfeoa. 

17.*— When  a. practitioner  ii  ill  or  absent  from  hame^ 
aad  the  patient  wishes  to  have  a  medical  men  of  whMs 
he  knows  something,  rather  than  the  ofllciating  friend  of 
whom  he  knows  nothing,  the  practitioner  so  aelacted 
shall  be  entitled  to  act  according  to  rule  thirteen. .  . 

18.— When  a  practitioner  has  oflBciated  for  another, 
and  the  ordinary  practitioner  has  resumed  his  attendance 
upon  a  case,  the  former  shall  on  no  pretext  make  friendly 
calls  upon  the  patient,  unless  justified  by  prerious  per- 
sonal intimacy. 

19.— While  this  Association  does  not  propose  to  interfere 
with  Ihe  medical  relief  part  of  friendly  societies  of  artisans 
and  operatives,  it  enacts,  at  the  same  time,  that  no  member, 
being' a  caiididate  for  the  office  of  surgeon  to  a  club  oc 
friendly  society,  shall,  by  canvassing,  treating,  or  other 
undue  familiarity,  solicit  the  votes  of  its  members. 

^90e"«^  When  a  filfenify  of  opinion,  br  opposition  b( 
hitarest,  ocdision9  controversy  and'  contettffon  between 
medica!  pracititioners,-  the  matter  in  dlsphte  riiaR  Ite 
tvferred  to  attether  phytfichiik  ef  itirgeon,  u  the  ease  tnay^ 
be  y '  but  milbev  the  itibiact  'natter  of  sUBh  twarenee, 
ttov  the  aujadKanonj  nicRHa  be*  doaMitdticated  to  «fo 
pidieat  or  Meads,'  as*  they  mey  be  personally  fbjuilote 
to  the  faidhPhimrta eouedmed,  aadekn  hatdly  fUltoiitEft 
the  geneitf  crenft  e^  the  lawlf y .**^»  *^f  tllva^t '  jMmImw 

21^«»^Oflkiotts  iniBfoniiee.  'It  frequently  happens 
ikaeamedtaal  'tnm  may Inisa  Ihe^tse  «of  aaotlmr  pnc- 
tWaiei  siaMiolite  la  eaittnet  a1h«aer,  v.to  ledte 
H  iMuili  la  teUneaajnailaalioa  ia  it  Uate  earii 
eiitaMHaaces,  his  obeemtioiii  theald  k»4rilr«eCk4vlk 
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tfie nokt Mfette  propriety  *o^  rewrre.  'He'  sboold  not  |  taperiorroote,  of  thort extent^  aw  to  pooify  prariM. 
iiiterfere  In  the  condw  plans  panned;  a«d  shmiM  ercn  with  aeFvee,  tluit  eoisetlBie  I  bavt  failed  to  And  «|f». 
lecoBi^Min  a  8tea»y  MU0f^ue6  to  ineiDt  eltcept  10  cases 
wfcere  Neither  aftfbl  IgfioraQceimpases  en  eredfllity,  or 
negleef,  or  rasbness,  tfareatens  tile  patient  #ith  tanninenc 
daoger."— /H(f. 

23.<— **When  apractHiooer  Is  called  u  a  wftness  in 
any  trM,  be  slnmld  be  caf«fol  to  avoid  aetiog  as  a 
partfatir,  and  for  ibis  purpose  should,  if  postiMe,  pn- 
▼ionsly  oodscdt  witii  any  other  mtdieat  praetitioner  irho 
nmy  ba  engaged  on  the  same  or  epposiog  side  as  to  the 
nedfeaf  filets  of  thtcaie;  but  this  shall  not  prefent  in 
any  irsy  the  eoaiteona  statement  of  hie  own  prirat* 
opinion  concerning  tlietti."»-^Ari(  and  Smth. 

SacT.  ni.— On  the  Adjudication  of  Disputes, 

l.«-AU  charges  U  aon-^haerTaoce  of  iba  bye-laars,  or 
basarih  of  the  code  of  eti^naite*  brought  by  an*  member 
against  9Dotlier>  shall  be  daclded  fa^  the  Gonncil. 

2.«— In  caae  of  a  dispute  arising  between  a  meoaber  of 
the  Association,  and  a  qualified  medical  pfaciitionor  who 
la  not  a  member,  on  vay  point  of  eiifyietts,  the  latter 
shall  be  in?ited  to  name  a  medical  friend»  who,  io  con* 
junction  with,  two  otheft,  one  nominated  by  the  member^ 
and  the  cill^  by  thd  council,  shall  cooatitnta  a  *<  court 
medical'*  ta  judge  and  .decide  on  the  case,  and  their 
decision  shall  be  finaU 

3.— In  case  a  dispute  arising  between  ^inalified  prac* 
tilioners  who  are  not  members,  but  who  may  both  request 
the  interference  of  the  Association,  the  council  shall  bate 
power  to  adjudicate  in  such  manner  as,  under  the  cir- 
cumstance^ nuy  seem  most  desirable, 

Abtfe.-^fBbe  term  praeAkmr  in  these  bye^laws  indades 
all  grate  •f  medical  man  when  not  otherwise  si 


tkfswMl  lftetro0|iecti 


but  wUob  at  pvesent  a^aara  a  matter  of  Uttle  asMMBt* 
The  nerree  of  the  aheaihado  aol  wfaoify  belong  tar  tba 
system  of  TogeCable  ]ifo,(the  orgaalo  aervoaaay8la»,> 
but  also,  In  part,  to  the  cerebrDb^piaal  ayatem.  <S1» 
fact  Is  completely  beyond  dispate,  for  I  hate  tw4>  or  thsaa 
timee  succeeded  in  following  nenreadearlg^ariataifAaaa 
the  root,  and  carving  opwavds,  to  arrife  al  tbaebaatbaf 
the  motor  nenree.  Sometinses  the  narrea,  haTiaf  g^iaaA 
the  sh«ath,  proceed  upwards;  aemelimea  thejdaaeeBd; 
sometSmea  they  may  he  followed  to  the  iaside  of  Ike 
dura  mater ;  at  other  tknee  they  remaia  outsida  of  it^ 
In  most  eases  I  have  anoceedad  in  finding  bat  oa# 
ramMfoatton  of  the  nervas;  once  I  have  aaena  sierra- 
filameat,  oonsisdng  of  nearly  eight  or  ten  primiita 
fibres,  moaat  and  dWSdo  into  two  partlono,  oaa-  of 
which  eantiaaed  its  coarse,  whHst  the  ethei  deseesuM 
towards  the  periphery,  forming  an  aitb,  eaoh  aa  la- 
observed  to  be  the  termination  of  narres,  In  nmaeroaa 


cases. 
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ANATOMY  AND  PHYfilOLCMs^Y. 
Off  TBS  vaavBa  «p  vas  sBBAWia  ov  ths  bootu 

OF  SPMAL  KSBTBS.  • 

M.  Pappenkeim  addreased  a  note  to  the  Academy  of 
Setenoee,  which  was  read  at  their  sitting  on  the  13tb  of 
Aagaat,  rsspecttaig  the  sheaths  of  the  voota  of  aptad 
nerves,  and  the  neeeaslty  of  taUag  iato  conalderattoB 
the  wdstenoe  of  their  small  aerres  in  drawing  eoncla- 
aiOBa  from  any  esperimeata  od  reovrreal  eeaalMyiyt 
The  anther  staled  that  be  had  landeeed  Mmself  eertain 
of  Ike  eaiateaee,  both  to  the  beree  and  dog,  of  sbmII' 
sasreaon  theaheathaaf  the  aaaerlor  reetaef  Ibeapblal 
nefwes,  a  asalter  wbteh  bad  been  #eabied  by  aotte 
aaalensistst  Flam  'aaaberleae  obeermHeiHiefB  -all 
parte  of  the  hnmaa  body,  he  bad  beeease^  persaaied 
tbat  oenrea  weald  be  foandt wtmsersr  aitertew  were  bmI 
aMh.  **  Now,  OB  the  aMetlot  laata ef  a  epinal-Bef^ 
aa  aitssy  la  foaad;  at ka  side  are  aerree,  bat  ttieir 
BBBiJber,  strBataie,  erlgbi,  aad  aftBatioBi^aia  nal  aftways 
tbaaame.  £ tei^ toe% aa doee  V* MafeadJe^.tbat  ibe 
ialHier  Himaea,  oB-lba  aoHilar  40dta«  ef  wbteh  'eaMi* 
bOlty  baa  so  clearly  been  obaenred,  have  the  gfeatssi 
mftibti  of  ame^biea  fm  iMr  fbtatbiy  «Wlit  the  lietf^tl^palfa  UH^tmHk^^  tbe  a^gpiytn  ^-^hm^ 


TBB  rCLSB  OF  TBB  AOVD. 

By  Dr.  Pennock. 

Physiologists,  generally,  have  consfdered  it  as  an* 
established  fact  that  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action 
diminishes  in  advanced  age;  and  no  one  had  called 
the  correctness  of  this  view  in  question  until  Lenret 
and  Mitivi^,  in  1832,  whilst  engaged  at  the  hospital 
of  Salpetri^re,  Paris,  in  obs^vations  relative  to  the' 
pnlse  of  the  insane,  were  astonished  to  find  that  the 
pnlae  of  34  sane  women  in  good  heath,  whose  medium 
age  was  71  years,  presented  the  average  of  79  l>eata 
in  a  minute.  This  fact  induced  them  to  make  further 
observations,  and  to  institnta  an  inquiry  as  to  the  relative  * 
frequency  of  the  pulse  of  ihe  young  adnlt  and  that  of 
the  aged.  On  the  same  day,  at  the  same  hour,  and 
under  analogmis  d rcnmstances,  the  pulses  ot  the  young 
men  at  the  reterfnary  school  at  Alfort,  and  those  of 
ihe  old  men  in  good  health  at  the  Infirmary  at  Bicetre 
were  examined.  The  number  of  the  veterinary  students 
was  1 10,  that  of  the  aged  men  9t ;  the  average  age  of 
the  students  was  81  years,  that  of  the  aged  men  was  71 
years.  The  reenlt  of  thli  esamlflation  prov6d  that  the 
medium  palse  of  the  yeang  «eB  waaOft  per  minute, 
that  of  the  aged  iraa  73.     Tem^^erataie  1I9P  Fahr. 

Dr.  Peitto*  ban  also  laetf mted  a  series  of  ebserfa- 
tions  In  the  Philadelphia  Hoepltal,  BloeUy,  on  the  pnlad 
aad  respiration  of  the  aged  Innsaira  in  the  ad(fMnittg 
Infirmary.  Tba  aamber  of  peraoae  wbeae  palae  la 
reported  is  170  men,  and  909  wobmd,  belngaa  aggregate 
of  619,  flie  agea  of  the  men  being  between'^  aad  90' 
years,  tbeaeef  the  wevaen  fimn  9^  to  116  years.  The 
resalte  ebialaed  are  exblbiled  la  tiftlei.  Table  A. 
i»  derived  from  the  obeervatleB  of  tiie  palses  of  170' 
men,  tbeanmigatn  of 'Wlioae  agea  la  10:906,  and  that 
oftheptrisatliMiald^l.  'Thereaplrattouefrereoodnted 
ia  HO  lastaaeaa,  the  total^nasiber  df  lBapiiatl6ba  Ma|^> 
3016.  Tke  medlana  age^awafeaad  to  be  OlOO  years;' 
the  medlaae  filaa  ^71.80  per  mteate;  ttie  kedlnfa 
laapifatioB  00161 ;  Hie  imtio  ef  tasj^lfMlnb  tepatuUteir 
toO^I.    Table  B.  ia d«lvea  fsom  Ae ebak^Mleii 
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age*  it  14, 896,  «ad  thtt  «f  their  poleet  15,888.  The 
ntsplimttoii  WM  ooaated  in  143  indiridnals,  wnA  its 
aggregate  U  3154.  The  mediam  age  was  70^7  yean; 
the  mcdiaai  poUe  78j02  per  siiiate;  the  medioia 
lespbatien  22.06;  ratio  of  reepiration  to  palae  at 
]  to  3^  From  the  preoedlng  finttoi  it  woaki  teem  to 
ielknr  that  the  meaium  palie  of  the  aged  man  may 
be  elated  to  be  71.88,  that  of  the  aged  female  78jn2 
per  mimite,  whilet  the  reipiiatioa  of  the  former  it 
90.51,  that  of  the  latter  28.06  per  mionie.  The  ratio 
of  the  retpiratloii  to  the  pake  im  aged  tun  it  at 
1  to  3^1 ;  that  of  the  women  aa  1  to  &58.  From 
table  C.  it  appeart  that  in  above  one-half  of  the 
aged  men,  (52  per  eent,)  l^e  pnlte  taagee  Ikom 
76  to  84 ;  that  in  more  than  one-tbird,  (43  per  oontj 
k  it  oyer  63;  whiltt  in  about  2  per  cent  it  tTeiaget, 
eay  55 ;  and  in  rather  mote  than  3  per  oent.it  f«  0iTer96. 
It  it  evident  alto,  (Table  B.,)  that  the  palie  of  aged 
femalet  variee  from  70  to  104  in  nearly  foar-6IUit  of 
the  Individualt,  or  79.03  per  oent  of  thete  examined; 
that  in  more  than  two.tbirdt,  (69.45  percent.,)  the  range 
of  the  pnlte  wat  between  75  and  86 ;  that  in  7.89  per 
oent  the  polie  wat  between  95  and  96;  that  in  2.41 
per  cent,  it  wat  at  104;  whilst  it  wat  below  70  in  bot 
a  tmall  number,  viz.,  37  oat  of  203,  being  rather  lets 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole,  or  18.34  per  cent. ;  the 
pnlte  wat  below  60  only  in  five  inttanoea,  or  in  5^41 
per  cent  of  the  whole  number.  From  the  preceding 
facta  and  retearchet,  it  is  evident  that  the  frequency 
of  the  pulse  of  the  aged  it  much  greater  than  that 
luaally  astigned  to  it;  whiltt  that  of  tLe  retpiratioii' 
it  equal  to  that  generally  admitted  ih.  reference  to  the 
adult  in  middle  age.^— ^iiMTKan  Journal  of  Medical 
■Sdencei,  July,  1847. 

IHTBRHTTTBIfT  1>UL8B|  COINCIDBNT  WITB   HBALTH. 


M.  Bidard,  d'Arrat,  givet  an  account  of  a  man, 
above  the  middle  stature,  of  the  tanguine  temperament, 
and  of  a  ttrong  conttitution,  and  who  bad  never  tuffered 
from  any  illness,  except  firom  infiammatory  fever  when 
about  twelve  years  old,  bat  the  puitation  of  whose 
heart  and  arteriee  were  very  abnormal,  la  1896, 
M.  Bfdard  wat  called  to  him  on  aocoant  of  a  oontuaed. 
wound  of  the  left  leg,  from  a  hick  of  a  horae,l^ut  which 
affected  him  very  litUe.  On  that  occation,  M.  Bidard 
felt  hit  pulie,  when  he  noticed  that  aftor  ev^iy  two 
pulsationt  there  wat  an  interval  of  repose  for  nearly 
the  length  of  one  puitation.  There  were  forty-two 
pultadons  and  twenty-one  periodt  of  repote  in  a  minute. 
The  tame  eonditiou  wat  obterved  alto  in  other  arteriet 
betides  the  radial.  Upon  littoning  to  the  heart't  soundt, 
there  were  two  normal  and  aaeoeatlve  contractiont, 
and  then  an  Interval  of  ret^  perfectly  ieochronout  with 
that  remarked  in  the  pnlte.  On  fhrlher  aa^cultaUoi]^ 
and  percuttion,  nothing  otherwite  abnormal  could  be 
detected  about  the  heart  and  vettelt,  nothing  at  all  to 
azplain  the  intermittenoe.  The  man  ilated  that  t)kit 
peculiar  condition  of  hit  pnlte  wat  alto  remarked  l^r 
the  medical  man  who  attended  him  in  hit  only  iUnatt 
when  a  boy.  From  that  time  np  to  the  period  of  hit 
deceate,lato1yy— «.«.,  for  twenty  yaar8,»M.  Bidard  1^ 


«hroidMion,at  alto  have  many  other  phytloiana. 
foUawad  at  the  age  of  alghly-fonr,  appafenllf  aa  a 
eeateqaaooa  of  old  age,  withant  any  weH^haractariaed 
'  malady,  bat  witk  a  gradual  AuUng  of  tight,  haariagy 
and  of  the  vkal  pofwert  generaliy^  and  with  tha  aopMCw 
ventioo  of  extreme  anoraxta* 

After  death,  the  langt  were  foand  healthy,  with  a  few 
plenral  adhationa^  the  perieaidinm  eontainad  batUttia 
teram ;  the  atoending  and  deaeendlBg  aorta»  and  tha 
venci  eavm,  preearved  their  integrity;  the  heart  vat  of 
<a  proportionate  volume  with  the  other  viteara»  and 
without  any  apparent  anatomical  lotion ;  the  veteele 
were  normal  in  thair  dieiahatioa;  to  alto  ware  tha 
ntrm,^GaztU€  MUical€f  Sept  4ma. 

[Caset  not  unlike  the  above  liave,  we  pretame,  been 
noticed  by  mott  experieneed  practitionert ;  two  ot 
three  such  haveoeonrred  to  onreelvet;  in  onawl^lft 
it  particularly  imprested  upon  oar  mind,  tliat  of  aft 
aged  medical  practitioner,  intermlttanee  of  tha  patea 
wat  tile  normal  tteto,  but  the  hearth  aetian  beeama 
perfectly  rythmical  upon  the  tnparvention  of  any  Aght 
ibbrile  dittarbaaoe.] 

PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

TRBATMBHT     OF    FACIAL    rAEALTBU. 

Mr.  Corfe,  in  tpeaking  the  treatment  of  thaie  eaoea, 
observes :— Bat  this  only  I  am  anxloaa  to  notice,  that  of 
all  the  recent  ditcoveriet  in  the  practice  of  medidnoytha 
applicatioa  of  the  Lin.  Olei  Tigli!  it  a  mott  effieadaaa 
remedy,  applied  with  a  camel't-hair  brush  along  tho 
I  eourte  of  the  teventh  nerve,  at  it  emerget  twm  tha 
tkuU.  The  puttular  eruption  and  irritation  which  it 
prodnoet  are  rapid,  evanaecent,  and  readily  aeiilialM«. 
The  efiect  hat  been  turpriting  in  tome  inataaaea,  bal^ 
at  the  tame  time,  active  purgation  hat  been  kept  up  bf 
calomel  and  drastic  purgatives.  Thit  treatment  waa 
first  suggested  to  my  mind  by  witneittag  thanstonithing 
influence  of  thit  counter-irritation,  to 
followed  out  in  other  diseases  by  oar  talented 
physician,  Dr.  B.  G .  Latham.-~AMieaf  Tlmei^Oet  82iid. 


PtFBOXANT  OTWTBUMVL    TEBATBD    BT    COLD    WATXK 

BOOCBBS. 

A  medical  pupil,  while  engaged  in  syringing  tha 
eyet  of  an  infant  affected  with  purulent  ophthalmia,  waa 
to  aafertunato  at  to  have  tome  of  the  matter  applied  to 
his  own  eye  by  the  child  spitting  out  the  ditchaiga, 
which  the  syringing  had  caused  to  run  down  ite  cheeka 
into  ite  mouth.  Next  day  he  observed  a  amall  qnan- 
tity  of  mncut  in  the  internal  canthus,  and  alto  a  alight 
vascularity,  which  extended  to  the  oomea.  Tha  o^o- 
site  eye  wat  nnaffected.  On  the  following  day  ha 
found  that  he  oonld  not  open  tlie  affected  eye^  and 
on  tonbfg  open  the  Uda,  obterved  that  it  waa  batiied 
in  pat.  The  ooi^anetiva  wat  now  vividly  ii^aelBd 
throaghaaC  ite  entire  extent,  but  there  waa  aa  yat  no 
chemotlt.  At  he  did  not  feel  moch,  he  ttill  eontinnoA 
hit  attendance  at  the  hotyataL  -It  waa  then  that  1E» 
ChattaigSM  aobmitted  the  eye  far  tha  first  time  to  • 
powerfal  jet  of  cold  water*  (abat^t  AyinV)  v^  afler* 
wardt  inaected  a  (ew  drops  of  a  waakaolutioa  ^nitnla 
oftilvar. 


fiaquenay  marked  the  constmiay  of  this  aatmMJqB»|    Qa  xeteuokisg  hona  tha  patieat  took  «  vMxa.balh  te 


MEDICAL  INTBLLIOWC& 


613 


-ih*  QMoe  of  two  hoai%  and  Ai  ifae  MmMivo  plwiiig 
Ilia  bend  m^dm,  tlw  cald.wfttor.  Up,  «Uofred  a  Mp«iltd 
aodiimloBcedjettolirilapoiiibeeye.  In  addition  to 
tiiii^dwing  the  interfalt  of  tfao  Jota,  whuHi^  worn  oon. 
tinoed  day  and  night  ewxf  hour,  the  aye  «nw  o«v«red 
^tber  bj  compreaaos  of  cold  iraior,  or  by  Uaddera  of 
ioe.  By  tba  middle  of  the  nazt  day,  aAer  tht  aatfon  of 
pnrgativea,  aomo  improvemeDt  took  place ;  the  tejeotion 
of  the  ooDJonoiiYa  waa  leu  vitid,  and  in  another  four 
and  twMity  bonra  was  con^derably  abated.  We  need 
not  follow  the  eaae  further  in  detail,  aoffice  it  to  say  that 
the  donehea  were  repeated  now  at  intervals  of  two 
hoon^  and  on  the  eighth  day  the  patient  waa  onred,— 
GazeUe  MM.,  Sept.  4itte. 

[This  mode  of  treatment  which  is  eztenairaly 
employed  by  M.  Chaasaignae  is  said  to  be  most  eflectoal, 
and  etpedally  in  preventfng  the  extension  of  the 
inflammation  to  the  cornea.  Of  66  cases  of  pamlent 
ophthalmia  thns  treated^  the  narrator  atates  that  not 
one  taistanoe  oecnried  in  whioh  the  cornea  waa  affected, 
and  thoMfore,  not  a  single  eye  waa  loet.  These  reeolUi 
if  to  be  depended  on,  assuredly  warrant- the  adopticte 
of  the  practice;  for  by  no  other  can  we  count  upon 
aimilar  anccess.] 

SURGERY. 

TS8ICAL  CALCULUS  IN   HfFAHCT. 

Sinoe  the  year  1840,  M.  Guersant  has  operated  at 
the  Children's  Hospital  upon  forty,  two  subjeets :  all, 
with  the  exception  of  four,  were  boys.    Befoie  deciding 
upon  the  method  to  be  employed  for  the  removal  of 
•calculus,  M.  Guersant  recommends  the  exploration  of 
the  bladder  with  lithontriptic  instruments,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  asoertaining  in  a  precise  manner  the  size  of 
the   concretion.    In   little  girls  the  inlrodnotion    of 
crushing  instruments  is  always  easy,  but  the  bladder 
can  only  with  diiBonlty  be  kept  in  a  stale  of  distension. 
In  nine  cases  Iff.  Guersant  has  adopted  lithotrity--six 
were  cored  and  three  died ;  but  two  of  these  only  from 
the  results  of  the  operation.    M.  Guersant,  in  opposi- 
tion  to  M.  S^galas,  considers  that  the  presence  in  the 
bladder  of  a  large  numbejc  of  concretions  is  a  counter. 
Indication  to  lithotrity.    In  the  case  of  a  boy,  aged 
eleven,  who  had  been  e^ven  times  sobmiltad  to  this 
operation  by    M.    Segalas,   M.  Guersant  performed 
cyatotomy,  and  was  obliged  to  introduce  the  forceps 
thirty.two  times  before  he  could  succeed  in  removing 
the  whole  amount  of  calculi  which  had  accumulated  in 
the  bladder :  their  total  weight  was  ninety-one  grammes 
three  ounces.  In  thirty-five  cases  M.  Guersant  employed 
this  method,  and  twenty-nine  children  were  cured ;  and 
of  the  other  six  oases  which  terminated  fatally,  the  death 
Gonld  only  in  two  instances  be  refeired  to  operatiog, 
and  waa  in  the  remaining  four  brought  on  by  eroap,  scar- 
latina,  pneomoniay  &c.,— oompUoationa  independent  of 
the  operation  itself,  and  which  are  more  frequcmt  in 
boapital,  than  in  private  practice. 

MIDWIFSRT. 

^UBBFIBAL  MBU&ITIS  IN  THB  LOWSR  ■XTEBXTriBS. 

Dr.  Simpson  has  directed  the  attention  of  the  Obstetric 
Society  of  Edinbuigh  to  this  as  another  not  unfrequent, 
but  neglected  form  of  puerperal  disease.  He  had  seen 
iMTeral  caaet  o(  it,  and  had  found  it  miitaken  for 


phlebitis,  and  othme  forms  of  phlegmasia  dolena.  It 
was  eharaoterlsed  often  by  numbneas  and  tingUng  of 
the  affected  Umb^  and  pmn,  fixed  or  remittent,  passing 
a|>Bg  the  crural  or  adatic  nerve,  down  to  the  knee,  calf/ 
or  even  the  foot— inoraased  by  pressore  along  tho 
conrae  of  the  nerve,  and  by  atretching  of  the  limb» 
soiaetimea  relieved  by  strong  pressure  on  the  highaat 
portion  of  the  nerve.  Sometimes  there  waa  no 
co-eocistsotSBdMBa,  or,if  it  were  preaent,  the  pain  waa 
in  a  degree  gread/dbpinpoftioBale  to  the  csdema.  It 
waaofken  vary  pratraotedin  ila  course.  AAer  local 
leeching,  an  elevated  position  of  the  limb,  the  applloa- 
tion  of  beUadonna,  aooaite,  ate.,  greatly  relieved  Urn 
patients.--£iemfea  and  Simkurgk  Monthly  Jmamtd. 

INTERNAL   HjEUORRHAGB   DCRINQ  PRBONANCT. 

M.  Plainohant  haa  communicated  to  the  Academic  do 
M^ecine  of  Maalina,  a  ease  he  met  with  in  his  practico 
of  r%Tj  nnireqneot  occurrence.     A  strong,  healthy, 
although  lymphatic  woman,  aged  47,  the  mother  of 
several  children,  had  arrived  at  the  sixth  month  of  her 
last  pregnancy  in  her  usual  good  health,  when  one 
evening  she  was  attacked  with  pains  in  her  loins  and 
colic ;  a  midwife  waa  called  in,  who,  on .  examination^ 
found  nothing  to  indicate  an  approaching  miscarriage  ; 
the  pains,  however,  became  more  frequent,  she  got 
fainting  fits,  the  skin  became  cold)  the  pulse  thready* 
and  the  patient  sank  calmly  in  five  hours  after  the  first 
attack.    Nothing  had  eacaped  from  the  vagina.    On 
examination  after  death,  the  uterus  waa  found  ?ery  large 
and  firm;  an  iadsion  waa  made  into  it,  and  the  watera 
escaped  without  anything  unusual,  being  perceived  ; 
the  child  was  well  formed  for  a  six  months'  fatns  j  the 
umbilical  cord  was  uninjured ;  the  placenta  waa  con- 
nected with  the  fundus  uteri  by  a  small  part  of  ita 
substance,  but  was  separated  ta  a  large  extent  from  it 
by,  a  quantity  of  blood,  to  the  amount  of  about  500 
grammes  (about  17  oz.)    The  uterus  was  very  red  at 
this  part,  but  showed  no  lesion  of  its  texture;   two 
fibrous  bodies,  each  the  size  of  a  large  nut,  were  found 
implanted  in  the  waU  of  the  uterus  of  the  right  side.— 
Joum.  de  MH.  et  Chir, 


fneHfral  SntelUgence. 

•     PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHOLERA. 
Three  cases  of  Asiatic  cholera  are  stated  to  ha?e 
occurred  in  Paris.    The  cases  as  reported  are^  how- 
ever, by  no  means  unequivocal  instances  of  the  disease. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Br.  H.  Ga^neau  de  Mussy,  and  Dr.  Rodier,  recently 
sent  by  the  French  Government  to  investigate  the 
epidemic  typhus  of  Ireland,  have  been  appointed 
Chevaliers  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

X.  F.  France,  Esq.,  has  been  appointed  Surgeon  to 
the  Eye  Infirmary  of  Guy's  Hospital,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Morgan,  deceased. 

On  Thursday,  the  38th  of  October,  Dr.  Wm.  Budd 
was  Sinanimonsly  elected  Physician  to  the  Brislol 
Infinharyi  in  the  room  of  iDr.  JEUley,  who  hM  reiigned* 
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EOYAL  COLLEGE  OF  BURGEONS. 

GenUemen  admitted  Memben  November  5,  1847  :— 
T«H.  Wardleswortb ;  G.  C.  Hjrde;  H.  J.HioxmaD; 
A.  J..PftyQe^  JR.  Jones  ^  C.  A.  Dalgaiws;  S.  JoAeaj 
G.  C.  Phillips. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 
Qtmi^mam  adaitted  Licentiaftea  Tbofaday  Oct  SS  :— 
JehaBaacb^  Bvadibrd,  Yovkahire ;  CWlaa  Wise  Hollis, 
Yamoatfay  Isle  of  Wight  $  MallaUeo  Taylvr,  Aahioa^ 
vadex^Iijne. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  October  19tb,  in  the  county  ot  Tipperary,  of 
fever,  Valentine  Hood,  £sq.«  M.D.,  formerly  of  Dublin . 


October  33od,  at  Belfect,  ti  lervr,  —  Mllurraj^ 
£«!.,  Acaistant  Svrgeon  to  die  GMcral  HoapMal. 

October  2Stb»  at  WaniagCon,  aged  S5»  ol  irr«r»  Jolua 
Hiade  Gandy,  Ecq.,  Hooae  Sofgeon  to  tba  Waninffeoik 
DiaiMMavy. 

Nevf mbar  6lb,  in  Gtidon  S4|«ai»»  aged  68,  Robert. 
Richardaon,  £s<|.}M.D. 

NoTcnber  dtb,  in  Portman  Street,  aged  60,  Boweli 
Charles  Blackett|  Esq.,  Surgeon,  R.N. 

Noveiaber  8th,  of  Uyer,  Nathan  Kennicott,  Esq.,  of 
Houghton  le  Spring,  Sargeon  to  the  Poor-Law  Unipn 
of  that  place. 


BOOK  RECEIVED. 
On  the  System  of  the  Great  Sympatbede  Narre.  By 
Cbartes  Hadclyffs  HaU,  M.D.    Second  Part.     1S47^ 
Sro.  plates. 
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Esq. ;  at  Uckfiald  Sussex,  by  C.  L.  Privcb,  Esq. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Commnnieations  have  been  recelTed  from  Mr.  Cotton ;  Mr.  R.  AUen;  Mr.  J.  Barman  j  A.  J, ;  Mr.  F.  BncMI^ 

Dr.  L.  G.  lewis;  Dr.  Oftej  Dr.  W.H.  Cttllen ;  Mr.  Jesse ;  Premium;  C.  A. 
mtt.  Cn)rtpton*s  cottibiinication  reipeeting  hU  R^ort  on  Burnt  and  Scalds  will  appear  in  ou  veit  aombor. 
JEMi(tcui,«-*We  ihall  be  glad.to  hear  ftirther. 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  DISLOCATION. 

By  JoHK  Jbssb,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  &e. 

(Read  before  tbe  Manchester  Medical  Society.) 

Few  acddenta  are  more  common  tban  dialocation ) 
aone  inrolfe  the  character  of  tbe  inrgeon  or  bippiness 
of  tbe  patient  more  completely.  An  ilUmanaged 
dialoeatiOD,  or  tbe  nature  of  tbe  injary  orerlooked, 
readers  tbe  limb  lets  nsefnl,  life  leai  agreeable,  and 
fororerimpvgnatbe  anatomical  and  surgical  know- 
ledge of  the  practitioner.  Mischief,  qnitc  as  grievous 
ta  tbe  patient,  may  arise  from  imprudence  in  the  time 
and  mode  of  reduction,  for  want  of  clear  ideas  on  the 
iuhject.  The  analysis  of  cases  faithfully  recorded 
fqrms  ao  important  part  of  the  source  whence  tbe 
following  aiioms  are  deduced,  and  it  is  my  intention 
to  support  each  doctrine  by  tbe  eridence  of  fact.  As 
we  are  this  erening  to  discuss  principles  in  reference  to 
dislocation  generally,  tbe  cases  cited  will  chieOy  refer 
to  ^the  hip  and  shoulder.  These  joints  are  selected 
fnom  their  importance,  the  frequency  of  their  injury, 
and  tbe  formidable  resistance  they  are  capable  of 
opposing  to  reduction.  The  practice  which  enables 
us  to  subdue  these  cases  points  out  tbe  course  to  treat 
all  others  with  success. 

'Dislocation  is   tbe   remoral  or   displacement  of 

articular  surfaces  from  tbeir  natural  position. 

Simple  dislocation  may  be  either  Complete,  or 

Incomplete  \ 
Compound,  or 
Complicated, 

It  may  also  arise  from  Relaxation  of  the  ligaments  \ 

Accumulated  synoria ; 
Loss  of  muscular  power)  or 
Ulceration. 

We  will  con6ne  tbe  qnestiou  generally  to  dislocation 
wheie  tbe  parts  immediately  prior  to  displacement, 
wive  in  a  nomsal  state,  and  referring  to  tbe  abnormal 
CMdition,  only  where  it  is  required  to  illustrate  tbe 
pretent  question. 

.The  force  requisite  to  dislocate  a  limb  depends 
OB  the  structure  of  tbe  joint,  tbe  position  of  the 
juds  el  the  limb  and  tbe  state  of  the  muscks  at  the 
asMMnt  the  disturbing  power  was  applied.  When 
tlM.SMclee  are  unprepared  a  Teiy  sl^ht  shock  will 
fcoduce  tbe  mischief,  but  when  the  muicles  are  aware 

.     Jfo.  M,  DectBber  1, 1847* 


of  tbe  approaching  danger  the  for<*«  inv«t  be  con- 
siderable.  The  danger  is  !■»  <Hi^ct  ratio  to  the  riolence, 
and  displacement  '^  «f  ly  ^  P^rt  of  the  eril  \  when  this 
is  excetsirs  ihe  injury  is  not  confined  to  tbe  ligaments* 
bnrtiw  muscles  themselves  are  often  lacerated,  some- 
times severely  so.  Old  persons  are  less  liable  to 
dislocations  tban  middle-aged ;  tbe  bones  in  advanced 
life  are  more  brittle,  and  the  force  requisite  to  dislocate 
breaks  them.  Young  children  are  also  more  liable  Xt^ 
fracture  than  dislocation. 

The  liability  of  a  joint  to  dislocation  has  direct 
reference  to  its  structure.  Where  the  construction  of 
a  joint  is  such  as  to  admit  of  extensive  motion,  the 
disposition  to  displacement  is  greatest,  and  luxation 
having  occurred,  leaves  tbe  joint  susceptible  of  dis- 
placement from  compu'-atively  slight  causes.  This 
state  is  brought  on  by  tb^  imperfect  manner  in  which 
the  reparation  of  tbe  injured  ligaments  take  place. 
The  force  displacing  tbe  bone  tears  tbe  ligament  more 
or  Jess,  and  this  partly  depends  on  the  direction  and 
impetus  at  tbe  time  of  injury.  In  cases  where  the 
capsular  ligament  is  lacerated  only  to  an  extent  sni&- 
cient  to  allow  tbe  head  of  the  displaced  bone  to  pase 
through,  Ihe  smallest  amount  of  mischief  is  done,  but 
in  violent  injuries  any  quantity  up  to  the  entire  capsule 
may  be  divided,  placing  the  patient,  on  recovery,  in  the 
least  favourable  state  as  regards  his  liability  to  recur* 
rence  of  dislocation.  In  as  brief  a  manner  as  possible 
I  will  cite  three  cases  to  illustrate  what  I  mean. 

Jane  Dakin,  aged  17,  was  carried  round  an  upright 
shaft  in  a  mill  making  ninety  eight  revolutions  in  a 
minute,  and  was  so  iiyured  as  to  die  in  an  hour.  There 
was  a  dislocation  of  tbe  left  os  humeri  into  tbe 
axiUa  in  this  instance,  tbe  capsular  ligament  was  torn 
across  for  three  quarters  of  its  entire  circumference, 
and  tbe  tendon  of  tbe  subscapularis  entirely  divided ; 
there  was  but  little  extravasation  of  blood ;  she  bad 
bled  profusely  from  tbe  lower  limbs,  tbe  lep  being 
so  lacerated  and  fractured  that  she  must  have  lost  both 
above  tbe  knee  bad  she  rallied. 

WiDiam  Sbarpe,  aged  26,  fell  down  the  shaft  of  a  coal 
pit;  the  right  thigh  wiS  disloeated  upwards,  and  thei« 
was  fractue  of  the  sknll.  He  was  dead  when  taken  up* 
In  this  instuiee  tbe  capsular  Ugaosent  was  entirely 
divided^  as  also -the  ligameatum  tcfes. 

Mary  Iirine,  e  girl,  fell  down  the  hoist  in  a  cotton 
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mill.  She  vai  brouflit  to  tbe  botpiul,  vliefvil»4Ked 
from  the  injuries  she  bad  recotved.  Tlie  hetd  of  tbt 
feoiur  was  dislocated  upwards.  There  was  a  frKtore 
llirough  the  acetabaliun.  (Tbe  preparatioa  was 
eabibited.)  Tbe  capsular  ligament  was  entirely  torn 
away,  as  well  as  tbe  ligamentum  teres.  It  is  probable 
a  Tiolent  sbock  on  tbe  trocbanter  in  descending  tbe 
well  prodaced  the  fracture,  and  the  dislocation  took 
place  loK^r  in  the  descent. 

These  are  serere  cases,  and  an  important  lesson  is 
learned  from  tbem, — viz.,  the  importance  of  keeping 
the  patient  quiet,  ana  attending  to  local  inflsmmation 
for  weeks  after.  More  or  less  of  iojary  is  always  done 
to  the  ligaments  under  ordinary  circumstances,  yet 
dislocation  may  occur  without  it  in  cases  where  tbe 
capsular  ligament  is  greatly  relaxed,  permitting  partial 
or  even  entire  dislocation,  without  lesion ;  these  are, 
Lowerer,  very  rtre  cases.  This  relaxed  state  of  liga- 
ment is  abnormal,  and  we  shall  ba?e  to  refer  to  it 
afterwards. 

Extravasation  of  blood  is  another  evil  attendant  on 
dislocation,  and  although  not  usually  troublesome,  is 
far  from  being  unattended  with  danger.  When  the 
quantity  is  considerable,  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
the  precise  nature  of  the  injury  is  proportionahiy 
increased.  In  extreme  cases  the  skin  Is  put  on  the 
stretch,  and  has  an  elastic  feel.  In  this  state  it  isfery 
difficult,  sometimes  impossible,  to  ascertain  the  nature 
of  the  injury  by  examination.  The  direction  of  thk' 
axis  of  the  limb  should  be  obsenred  attentively,  and 
the  position  of  the  hand  or  foot;  valuable  information 
'  will  thus  be  obtained,  especially  in  hip  cases. 

In  delicate  persons  of  all  ages,  extravasation,  especially 
if  combined  with  much  bruising,  proves  troublesome 
and  dangerous,  occasioning  constitutional  disturbance, 
and  in  extreme  cases  sloughing.  Unfortunately  the 
patient  who  has  just  had  a  limb  dislocated  is  often  the 
recipient  of  other  injuries,  and  an  accurate  examination 
of  them  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  This  remark 
has  especial  reference  to  all  cases  where  much  violence 
lias  iuperpemd  falls  from  buildings,  from  horseback  in 
hunting,  carriage  and  railway  accidents.  In  these  cases 
it  may  be  necessary  to  wait  many  hours  before  any 
Attempt  is  made  at  reduction,  for  if  tbe  injury  has 
disturbed  the  balance  between  the  circulating  and 
nervous  systems,  the  vital  power  will  be  at  a  low  ebb, 
and' the  shock  attendant  on  reduction  may  extinguiib 
life ;  and  this  is  equally  true  in  reference  to  all  opera- 
tions necessary  for  the  relief  of  accidents.  Where 
organic  lesion  is  suspected,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious 
in  attempting  the  reduction;  internal  hsBmorrbage 
may  be  destroying  the  patient,  and  humanity  would 
wiliingly  spare  the  dying  sufferer  an  nnneoessary  pang. 

In  those  cases  where  many  days  have  elapsed,  the 
nature  of  the  case  not  having  been  made  ont,  or  ill- 
directed  fruitless  attempts  made  to  reduce,  difficulties 
of  an  almost  insurmountable  nature  present  themselves. 
Extravasation  of  blood  is  generally  present ;  effusion 


of  floid  from  failammation  Is  sure  to  bt  Hmm}  dM 
tension  is  Bsoally  great;  the  teaderneea  of  the  anr- 
rpnnding  parts  excessive;  the  pain  in  the  region  of 
injury  Is  of  a  dull  obtuse  kind,  bat  greatly  aggravated 
by  any  attempts  at  motion.  The  limb,  which  at  Arst 
admitted  of  some  little  motion,  is  now  firmly  fixed  ;tiw 
musolss  are  rigid,  permanent  eontraetlott  b«vlBg  taken  *■ 
place.  An  examinstion  nnder  these  circuosstaneei  is 
always  limited^  -from  the  suffering  it  inflicts  on  the 
patient,  and  too  often  most  nnsatlslsctory  to  tlie 
inqnirer;  who^  after  mature  deliberation,  feeis  IncnpUUo 
of  deciding  as  to  the  nature  of  the  injury.  Cases  of 
this  class  are  occasionally  complicated  with  fracture  of  * 
the  bones  naar  their  extremities,  with  laceration  of  dM 
mueclea#  and  injury  to  the  vessds;  this  last  evil  !■ 
fortunately  of  very  rare  ocenrraace. 

We  now  come  to  the  important  qoestioa  how  to  • 
treat  dislocation.  There  are  a  variety  of  means  anziliaffy 
to  reduction  bj  extension  widi.  the  hands*  and  their  • 
election  or  rejection  will  depend  on  general  eirenaa* 
stances.  There  can  be  no  question  as  to  that  pinn 
being  the  best  which  enables  the  surgeon  to  replaen 
the  bone  with  the  least  injury  to  the  parts,  andslightetl 
ultimate  mischief  to  the  constitution. 

1.  In  persons  of  delicate  fibre  and  feeble  coastltutiony 
mere  extension  will  very  generally  be  all  that  is  re« 
qnired,  the  resistance  being  anrmonated  by  a  verj 
moderate  degree  of  power,  and  without  the  aid  of 
mechanical  assistance. 

2.  The  next  in  degree  will  be  easily  overcome  by 
vomiting,  excited  by  irritating  the  pharynx,  or  by  the 
action  of  ipecacuanha  or  emetic  tartar. 

3.  Severe  cases  require  the  assistance  of  the  laneet» 
and  bleeding  to  faintness  is  a  most  powerful  remedy. 
The  muscles  in  this  state  offer,  in  many  cases,  very 
little  resistance,  and  the  displacement  is  easily  remedied* 

4.  The  combination  of  the  warm  bath  at  a  high 
temperatnrie,  bleeding  from  the  arm  to  fainting,  with 
emetic  tartar  in  sufficient  dose  to  produce  full  free 
vomiting,  with  depression,  and  mechanical  aid  (the 
pullies,)  are  the  means  available  in  the  severe  cases. 
These  means  judiciously  selected  or  combined,  and 
firmly  persevered  in,  will  never  disappoint  the  prac- 
titioner. It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten  that 
reduction  is  made  with  the  view  to  perfect  relief,  and 
if  these  all-powerful  remedies  are  carelemly  or  im« 
prudently  used,  the  condition  of  the  patient  maybe 
worse  on  reduction  than  it  would  have  been  by  the 
formation  of  an  artificial  joint. 

In  using  the  pullies,  extension  ought  to  be  made 
gently,  and  gradually  increased  so  as  to  extend  the 
muscular  fibre  without  Injury;  attempts  to  reduce 
dislocation  qnickly  are  proper  only  where  the  muscles 
are  unprepared  for  the  shock,  and  when  very  moderate 
power  applied  unexpected  by  the  patf ent,  replaces  the 
bone.  In  appljring  the  pullies,  the  principle  for  which 
they  are  used  should  be  erer  before  tts ;  they  $§(M 
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maj  reqatsite  uioiiiit  of  power,  and  wtClioat  fatigoe 
to  tho  operator,  imdiitatB  that  power.  The  application 
oi  thia  power  ibonld  be  gradual— -nerer  sadden ;  the 
object  ia  to  extend,  not  lo  lacerate,  the  fibres  of  the 
miiaeles,— to  apply  a  force  at  first  so  moderate,  as 
merely  to  stretch  the  irrtUble  fibre,  and  to  wait  till 


its  immediaie'COAtniction  is  exhausted,  and  then  again    aecideot  can  be  traced  back  some  weeks  agOt    NoWf 


to  lighten  the  cord,  or,  in  other  words,  applf  more 
power,  again  pausing  when  rigorous  resistance  is  made, 
^and  waiting  till  relaxation  again  assures  that  further 
ezteniion  can<  safely  be  made.  It  rarely  happens  that 
any  permanent  mischief  is  done  by  the  proper  applica- 
tion of- the  pullies,  but  I  know  of  no  iastmment  more 
misehenous  when  carelessly  used.  ExtenuoiL  auildenly 
made,  and  rashly  continued,  may  so  injure  the  muscles 
and  nerres,  m  to  render  tbe  limb  less  useTol,  or 
entirely  useless,  or  even  strip  the  skin  from  the  fascia. 
In  this  state,  even  if  reduction  be  effected,  the  subse- 
qoent  suffering  of  the  patient,  and  a  uselem  or  greatly 
impaired  Umb  may  giTe  rise  to  melancholy  reflections 
in  the  patient's  mind,  and  perehance  raise  a  surmise  as 
to  his  probable  condition  bad  it  been  left  to  nature 
only, and  too  often  h«  will  cometo  the  conclusion  that 
severe  suffering  purobaeed  for  him  no  immunity  from 
mutilated  usefulness. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  cases  of  dislo- 
cation proper  for  delay,  and  those  for  immediate  treat- 
ment i  the  former  include  the  abnormal,  the  latter 
the  normal  states. 

1.  Gases  of  acute  or  subacute  inflammation  pro- 
ducing dislocation. 

2.  Dislocation  from  ulceration- 

3.  Dislocation  either  complete  or  incomplete,  as  in 
ordinary  cases. 

4.  Dislocation  in  powerful  persons,  (or  drunken.) 

5.  Dislocation  of  some  standing. 

6.  Dislocation  complicated  with  other  injuries. 

As  a  general  rule,  all  dislocations  from  abnormal 
causes  should  be  left  to  medico-chirurgical  treatment. 
They  are  usually  sufficiently  obrions.  Certainly  a 
careful  examiner  will  not  be  deceired.  The  hip-joint  is 
liable  to  acute  and  subacute  inflammation,  the  result 
of  accident  or  disease ;  and  this  state  is  often  com- 
plicated with  effusion  of  fluid,  lessened  muscular 
power,  and  ulceration.  In  each  of  these  states  we  are 
consulted,  and  the  following  is  the  usual  outline  of 
the  case:— Master  or  Miss,  (for  they  are  usually 
young  people,)  has  had  a  fall,  or  slipped  in  coming 
down  stairs,  and  the  parents  are  afraid  the  hip  is  out. 
On  examination  the  hip  is  hotter  and  fuller  than  the 
healthy  side,  the  foot  turns,  either  way  in  the  early 
•tage,  and  the  limb  is  very  little  shorter.  In  the  onset 
of  this  disease  the  limb  is  often  longer  &  the  limb  is 
not  fixed,  and  can  be  rotated  outwards  to  some  extent, 
as  also  moved  in  flexion  and  extension.  When  in  a 
little  more  advanced  state,  and  the  limb  shorter,  gentle 
^extensioii  restores  the  Unb  to  its  proper  length}  but 


on  rdeasing  tbe  limb  it  again  awimes  tbe  shorter  > 
pbaitioii.     The    appearance   of  the  patient  usually' 
iadloates  impaired  health.    On  inquiry  you  are  toM 
•he  has  felt  occasional  pain  in  the  hip  and  very  often 
in  the  knee  ;  the  friends  have  fancied  him  lame,  but . 
nothing  of  importance  till  the  fall.    Sometimea  an 


t^e  fall  is  the  reaalt  of  disease ;  the  increasing  Um§^  • 
ntoss  hitherto  unnoticed  produces  the  accident,  and 
froiii  it  the  parents  or  friends  erroneously  date  th^ 
commencement  of  the  case.     When  these  patienti' 
come  under  the  notice  of  «r«fl-educated  men,  the 
disease  is  at  once-'^ognixed  and  explained  to  the 
friends,  and  xhe  necessary  local   and  constitutionat 
treatment  at  once    commences.     But   woe   to   the' 
unfortunate  whose  lot  is  with  the  pretender ;  loss  of 
the  joint,  often  of  life,  is  the  result. 

May  10th,  1834.  Henry  Burrows,  aged  six,  waa 
brought  to  me ;  having  fallen  down  stairs,  his  left  hip 
was  supposed  to  be  dislocated.  On  examination  I 
found  the  head  of  the  femur  resting  on  the  upper  edge, 
of  the  acetabulum ;  the  hip  felt  hot  and  inflamed ;  if 
very  gentle  extension  it  could  easily  be  drawn  to  itf 
proper  place,  but  resumed  its  abnormal  position  when 
released.  He  was  put  to  bed,  and  subjected  to  local 
and  eonstitntional  treatment.  In  a  month  he  was  well. 
He  was  then  sent  to  the  sea  coast  for  a  few  weeks^ 
when  his  general  health  became  good.  The  hip  hag. 
giv^  no  trouble  since. 

In  1835  a  physician  consulted  me  on  bis  son's  case/ 
a*  boy  about  flve  years  of  age  *,  he  had  a  fall,  and  hie 
right  hip  was  swollen  and  painful ;  the  head  of  the 
bone  could  be  distinctly  felt  at  the  edge  of  the  aee« 
tabulum.  His  mother  told  me  she  fancied  he  had 
limped  for  a  month  on  the  right  foot,  and  had  com« 
plained  of  pain  in  the  outside  of  the  knee.  He  was 
growing  fast,  and  the  occasional  pain  was  attributed  to 
this  cause.  I  explained  my  views,  he  was  properly 
treated,  and  in  six  weeks  recovered.  He  has  remained 
well  since. 


These  are  common  cases,  and  frequently  very 
troublesome ;  if  mismanaged  any  amount  of  misery 
may  ensue,  often  death.  There  are  two  preparation! 
on  the  table  where  this  state  of  disease  was  treated  an 
dislocation  from  accident  by  a  celebrated  bone-setter  |' 
both,  after  protracted  suffering,  perished. 

The  preparation  No.  20  was  taken  from  the  left  hl]^' 
of  a  very  interesting  girl,  aged  12.  I  saw  her  twelve 
months  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease ;  shfl 
had  met  with  a  trifling  fall,  but  was  lame  of  the  left  foot 
after,  and  not  being  better  at  the  end  of  a  week,  she 
was  conveyed  to  a  far-famed  bone-setter ;  he  pffo« 
nounced  the  hip  out.  In  this  he  was  probably  correcV 
but  assuredly  not  in  his  practice.  The  Umb  wat 
extended  and  twisted  in  various  directlona,  a  laig« 
plaster  applied,  and  a  tight  bandage.  The  pain 
increased  to  agony ;  the  doctor  aaavred  them  all  mi 
r%ht,  and  something  was  given  to  lull  the  pain ;  thft 
bgndage  wm  not  reaored  i  at  the  end  of  a  week  thi( 
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pf4)l9||.in»to  Ul  t]b^„  p«reoj(«  became  alaraied,  and  a 
K^-i^onnecl  practUion^^r  saw  her.  The  bandage,  he^ 
were  reinoTed;  an  aWeti  hadYormed,  caries  folTowe'd. 
l^^n  i  saw  Ber,  wfaicb  was  about  a  motttb  befbre  the 
died^  the  limb  wai  nearly  three  inches  shorter  thin  the 
kchtthy  one ;  the  knee  tamed  inwards*  and  the  sole  of 
Ifie  foot  rested  on  the  tarsus  of  the  opposite  side.  Sho 
Ml  three  or  four  sinnons  openings  in  the  ricimtypf 
tho>hip  }  froBB.  one  below  Poopart's  ligameat  tiip  dis- 
charge was  profuse.  She  was  hectic  and  much  emaci^ 
n|i)8.  I!he  disease  from  the  commencement  to  its 
Ifrminatioa  occopied  thirteen  months. 

Hie  prsparatton  No.  24  was  taken  from  the  right  hip 
of  a  very  promising  yootht  aged  sixteen.  He  was  nearly 
fallAUf  ia  dancing,  from  slipping,  and  m^de  a  rigorous 
efdrt  |o  save  himself;  in  so  doing  he  fancied  something 
cracked*  and  he  endured  for  a  moment  acute  pain,  \>ut 
feit  little  more  of  it  that  eVening ;  the  next  morning 
be  was  slightly  lame,  felt  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the 
groin  at  interrals,  and  for  two  or  three  days  was 
feverish.  At  the  end  of  a  week  he  was  so  much  better 
that  he  accompanied  his  family  on  an  excursion  into 
Cheshire;  there  he  became  again  fererish,  walked  with 
a  limp,  and  had  pain  in  the  hip  almost  constantly,  and 
sometimes  rather  lerere.  Unfortunately  he  was  only 
twelre  miles  from  this  town,  and  the  repute  of  the  far- 
famed  bone-setter  was  such  that  he  was  sent  for,  and 
lie  at  once  pronounced  it  a  dislocation ;  this  was  ten 
days  from  the  dance.  The  unfortunate  youth  was 
subjected  to  an  extension  made  by  three  powerful 
men,  and  he  was  subsequently  plastered  and  bandaged ; 
serere  pain  succeeded,  he  spent  a  wretched  night,  and 
the  next  morning  romiting  and  other  urgent  symptoms 
made  their  appearance.  A  most  efficient  surgeon  now 
saw  him,  and  from  this  period  he  was  well  treated.  In  a 
month  he  was  much  better  but  lame,  and  always  worse 
when  he  attempted  to  walk.  He  was  now  taken  by  easy 
stages  to  town^  and  placed  under  the  care  of  a  diitio- 
gqished  surgeon.  A  tumour  just  below  Poapart's  liga- 
ment now  made  its  appearance,  and  he  had  restless 
nights  and  profuse  sweats.  It  was  now  ten  weeks  from 
the  commencement  of  the  case;  in  two  more  weeks  there 
was  distinct  fluctuation,  and  from  the  position  of  the 
tumour  it  was  supposed  to  be  psoas  abscess,  and  an 
opening  was  cautiously  made ;  three  to  four  ounces  of 
matter  flowed  from  the  aperture,  which  was  imme- 
diately closed.  He  continued  to  emaciate,  and  had 
constant  pain  in  the  hip ;  country  air  was  now  recom- 
mended. The  punctured  part  gmre  way,  and  he  had  a 
profuse  discharge  of  ill-conditioned  matter,  and  a  probe 
introduced  touched  a  denuded  bone.  The  limb  now 
shortened  rapidly,  and  the  knee  turned  inwards,  and 
experiencing  no  relief  he  was  taken  home  into  Cheshire, 
nix  months  from  the  first  attack,  by  short  stages,  and 
nt  a  very  slow  pace.  When  he  had  been  nine  months 
ill  I  saw  him :  he  was  the  wreck  of  an  amiable  and 
tajbeoted  youth,  hectic,  with  a  rapid  pulse,  night  sweats, 
CXtensiye  incurable  disease  of  the  hip,  and  cough  and 
tvberck.    He  died  eleven  months  after  the  first  attack. 

fMsiocatloB  isoccasimiaUy therafuHor  alcctathMi; 
it  iMmU  occupy  too  BMob  time  CO  csler  OB  the  is^acl. 
mM'b  tk  tee  ipeeiafn  on  the  tobky  tilM»  ttm  # 


boT,  aged  15.  tte  wo  leivfiilous,'  met  wltti  a  IU1,  ami  • 
in  ten  months  yon  see  die  sute  sWpttutton  Mlkvtfr 
him  from. 

Dislocation,  the  result  of  accident,  may  be  defined 
the  remoral  or  displacement  of  an  articular  snrfiuc, 
from  the  corresponding  articular  surface  opposed  to 
it  in  its  natural  sUte.    The  sooner  a  dislocated -limb 
is  restored  to  its  natural  positioB  t!h»  befcer,  provided  * 
such  reduction  can  safely  be  bome  by  the  pitfolit; 
Many  of  these  accidento  require  BtHe  force  to  replace,  ^^ 
and  may  be  done  at  once  by  a  skflftil  surgeon,  witli  - 
little  inconrenience  to  the  patient.    In  dislocatiinii  of 
the  shoulder,  the  heel  in  the  axilla  and  extemftta  at 
the  wrist,  or  the  knee  in  the  axilla,  rery  often  succeed  ; 
the.  former  is,  perhaps,  better  calculated  for  general 
practice. 

January  26th,  1834.  Richard  Hodgkinson,  aged  44, 
seen  at  9  p.m.,  within  an  hour  of  the  accident.  He  ^ 
had  fallen  from  the  PcTeril  coach;  the  right  humerui' 
was  in  the  axilla;  he  was  laid  on  a  sofa.  Pushing  tl« 
heel  into  the  axilla,  I  made  exteuMon  at  the  wiistp 
rotating  inwards,  and  the  humeroa  passed  easily  iiiC» 
the  glenoid  cavity. 

September  1st,  1837.  Mr.  J.  J.,  aged  — ,  fell  on 
the  green,  at  Ardwick,  about  ten  at  night  Hb  left 
shoulder  was  dislocated.  I  placed  my  knee  in  the 
axilla,  conrersed  with  him  a  few  minutes,  and  when 
I  fancied  his  attention  was  engaged,  I  brought  the 
elbow  suddenly  towards  the  side ;  the  reduction  wan 
instantly  effected. 

These  plans,  howerer,  do  not  always  answer  our 
wishes,  not  eren  within  five  minutes  of  the  ixyury. 

March  18, 1828.  Thomas  Strbger,  sgcd  28,  Ardwickr 
Green,  a  groom,  was  thrown  from  his  horse.  I  was  pass* 
ing  at  the  moment,  and  was  requested  to  examine 
him.  His  home  was  not  more  than  fifty  yards  from  the 
place  of  accident,  whither  be  was  immediately  conreyed.. 
In  this  instance  I  could  not  more  the  head  of  the 
humerus  by  extension  at  the  wrist  with  the  heel  In 
the  axilla.  A  roller  towel  was  placed  round  the 
affected  shoulder,  and  secured  to  a  fixed  point,  and 
two  stout  men  made  extension  from  the  arm,  but  the 
power  of  the  muscles  set  at  nought  all  their  efforts^ 
I  now  bled  him  till  he  was  faint  and  romited ;  extension 
was  again  made,  and  the  reduction  effected  without 
difficulty.    He  returned  to  his  employ  in  a  fortnight. 

August  lUh,1832.  WiUiamCarrill,aged29,Chorlton« 
upon-Mediock,by  tradeaioiner,had  fallen  from  the rooC 
of  an  nnfiaiahed  house  into  the  cellar,  four  stories.  He 
had  fallen  through  the  Joices  of  each  floor,  but  could 
not  maintain  his  hold :  this  was  at  nine  a.m.  Isawhin^ 
at  ten ;  he  was  bruised  in  many  parts  of  the  body,  but 
had  receired  no  serious  injury,  the  shoulders  being  the 
chief  grierance.  The  head  of  the  right  bumerui  wne* 
dislocated  into  the  axilla;  the  bead  of  the  left  htteecne- 
was  dodocated  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ieapala,  Jose 
bislow  its- spine.  This  tetter  ease  is  not  vesy 
There  was  a  heUow  iusBsediately  below  the 
and  the. head  of  the  bene  was  moit  diitiucMjt  lelt* 
L  ihoDld  any  it  ]vei^  lear^y  umijfit  te  miafieke  Ih^ 
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■mman  of  sQflh  a  case*  "Mf  .aniftaat,  Mr.  TbooMi 
li«daoii»  nov  of  the  Ardvick  and  AneoaU  Diifpeniaiy, 
asHttad  ma  to  rednoe  thaia.  A  itroog. roller  towal 
wat  applied  roaad  the  elictt,  keeping  Uie  appar  margia 
Mow  the  head  of  the  hamerui  oa  the  left  side*  aad 
•eenred  firmly  to  the  ead  of  the  aofa ;  theo  exleneioa 
was  made  on  the  right  Mtm,  hat  in  Tata,  the  power  of 
th*  mnidee  firmly  leaietiiig  the  attempt  to  redaoe. 
Ha  waa  bled,  fpam-  the  left  arm  till  rtry.  faiaf^  aad 
IbaD,  alter  a  vigoronaefltort,  the  right  humerueanepped 
lato  the-  gleaoid  eafitjr.  The  roller  towel  wee  bow 
Tareried  end  secured  to  the  opposite  and  of  the  sofa, 
aod  eateasioa  made  on  the  left  humerus.  At  this 
moment  he  was  ezcessirely  exhausted  aad  faint;  we 
easily  reduced  the  dislocatioD.  He  recovered  without 
any  untoward  circumstances,  aod  in  fire  weeks  resumed 
his  usual  avocations. 

Dislocation  in  young  children  or  aged  persons  seldom 
-occurs;  the  force  requisite  to  displace,  usually  fractures. 
There  are,  howerer,  occasional  exceptions  both  in  age 
and  youth. 

September  9th,  1815.  William  Mather,  aged  5,  had 
4iis  right  thigh  dislocated  on  the  dorsum,  occasioned 
by  the  shaft  of  a  cariAVan  falling  upon  it*  The  limb 
•was  shortened,  the  knee  and  toes  turned  inwards,  the 
middle  of  the  sole  of  the  foot  rested  on  the  tarsus  of 
the  opposite  foot;  any  attempt  made  to  rotate  the 
•limb  gave  great  pain.  The  pelris  was  fixed  by  a  long 
towel  in  the  usual  way,  a  wet  roller  was  applied  abore 
the  knee,  and  orer  this  a  tourniquet  tape  was  buckled 
-ao  tight  as  only, to  admit  the  hook  of  the  pulley,  which 
waa  then  fixed  to  it.  Extension  was  then  amde,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  the  head  of  the  femur  passed  into 
the  acetabulum  with  an  audible  snap ;  he  was  put  to 
bed  and  was  well  in  a  week. 

In  aged  persons  extension  should  be  made  with 
erery  care ;  in  adranced  years  the  tendency  to  ecchy- 
mosis  is  a  most  serious  inconfenience,  and  rery  slight 
pressure  occasions  extraTssation. 

August  25th,  1837.  Mrs.  Wall,  aged  80,  had  a  fall, 
and  dislocated  the  left  os  humeri  forwards,  with 
fracture  of  the  humerus  about  an  inch  from  the  cerrix. 
I  made  extension  rery  gently  with  the  hands,  and  after 
a  few  minutes  by  pressing  against  the  hea4  of  the 
•humerus,  (extension  being  continued,)  restored  it  to 
the  glenoid  cavity.  The  forearm  was  placed  in  a  sling, 
and  a  spirit  lotion  applied;  the  next  day  the  extrava- 
sation was  most  extensive ;  a  fortnight  elapsed  before  it 
was  safe  to  apply  a  light  bandage  and  splint;  at  the 
end  of  a  month  the  extravasation  was  absorbed,  the 
limb  was  then  put  in  splints,  and  at  the  end  of  three 
months  she  could  use  the  arm  perfectly. 

Extravasation  more  or  less  occurs  in  middle-aged  and 
yomg  persons  in  ii^uries  of  the  joints,  sometimes  to, 
nich.aa  axteat  as  to  reader  it  impoesihle  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  case.  Under  ench  drcumstancet 
medical  treatment  most  first  sabdua  this  evil,  and  then 
if  dislocation  exists  it  must  be  attended  to.  An  expla^ 
ation  of  this  state  win  usually  satisfy  the  patient  and 
.)uM  friends  5  at  all  ercnU  never  apply  the  pnllies  till 


the  case  is  dearly  made  put.  In  the  sute  .i^bova 
described  fractures  are  very  difficult  to  detect,  and  tha 
patient  gets  wearied  with  the  suapense  he  remains  inyT:^ 
a  dcasd  of  sometiiing  very  bad  till  the  uncertaintf 
clean  away.  It  is  always  well  fully  to  expUin  tha 
nature  of  such  cases  to  the  friends;  it  removes  tha 
possibility  of  their  justly  casting  reflections  after.  I 
shall  just  cite  two  well-marked  instances  of  this 
difficulty. 

Mary  Johnson,  aged  20,  a  stout  youag  womai^  waa 
admitted  into  the  London  Hospital,  at  midnight,  in  the 
autumn  of  1822,  while  I  a-s  a  dresser  to  Sir  WillUak 
Bliaard.  She  bad  ^^tn  while  running  down  the  hill 
in  Greenwich  Farfc,  and  some  doaen  .persons  tumbled 

* 

over  her ;  she  was  bruiaed  in  many  places,  but  severely 
aowhere,  except  the  left  hip,  which  wu  enormously 
swollen ;  the  knee  was  turned  inwards  and  rigidly  fixed 
thei« ;  the  limb  was  about  an  inch  shorter  than  the 
other.  Thirty  leeches  were  applied  to  the  hip,  aad  a 
large  hot  poultice;  riie  took  the  aperient  house 
medicine.  The  next  day,  early,  thirty  more  leechea 
were  applied,  with  anodyne  fomentations  and  ponltioea 
often  changed.  Towards  evening  the  tension  bcfgaa 
to  subside,  bat  three  days  elapsed  before  any  aatie- 
factory  examination  could  be  made,  and  it  was  a  month 
before  she  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  leave  tha 
hospital,  This  case  might  have  been  mistaken  far 
dblocation  in  the  ischiatie  notch,  for  I  have  seen  caaea 
where  there  has  been  much  extravasation  and  very  KUle 
ahortening,  the  toe  inwards,  and  the  limb  only  an  inch 
diorter. 

March  5th,  1814.  Mr.  Henry  Jackson,  aged  38.' 
Visiting  a  patient  in  Chorlton  cum  Hardy,  I  waa 
Kquested  by  a  surgeon  to  see  this  case.  At  midnight 
he  was  returning  home  with  some  friends,  and  fell 
over  a  stone  left  in  the  way.  The  night  being  very 
dark,  he  does  not  recollect  how  he  fell,  but  he  made  a 
vigorous  effort  to  save  himself;  he  felt  a  severe  paia 
in  his  right  shoulder  and  the  right  arm  became  useless. 
He  was  assisted  to  bed  and  after  some  time  slept.  la 
the  morning  his  shoulder  was  very  painful  and  much 
swollen,  and  as  the  swelling  continued  to  Increase,  and 
become  very  painful,  he  sent  for  his  suigeon,  who 
requested  my  opinion  at  five  p.m.  At  this  period  tha 
shoulder  was  excessively  swollen,  quite  round,  firm,  and 
elastic.  I  introduced  a  finger  into  the  axilla ;  the  head 
of  the  humerus  was  not  there,  and  on  slightly  rotating 
die  elbow  I  could  perceive  no  crepitus.  He  could  not 
move  the  arm.  The  coracoid  process  could  not  be  felt; 
placing  the  left  hand  on  the  shoulder,  the  thumb 
pressing  on  the  position  occupied  by  the  coracoid  pro<> 
cess,  and  the  fingers  on  the  spine  of  the  scapula,  with 
my  right  I  gently  raised  the  elbow,  and  by  a  slow  up-' 
movement  detected  crepitus;  the  inference  was  that  a 
fracture  of  the  cervix  of  the  scapula  existed.  He  waa 
subjected  to  active  treatment,  and  four  days  after,  thh 
efiect  of  leeches,  spirit  lotion,  purgatives,  &c.,  had  so  fac 
reduced  the  swelling  that  there  remained  no  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  a  fracture  through  the  neck  of  th* 
scapula.    He  wu  quite  well  on  the  10th  of  May. 

In  persons  iriio  hare  suffered  much  frMarhenmatimi 
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or  an  of  highly  neironB  eiciuhle  tempeitunent,  to 
innraonntoble  djread  of  submitting  to  a  Mr  sMmna- 
tion  occMlionally  eiiits,  and  to  inch  an  extent  doet  this 
sometimes  proce^>  that  weeks  may  elapse  before'the 
patient  permits  an  ioqniry  from  which  a  jntf  deddc* 
tion  can  be  made*  In  some  the  fear  of  pain/ in  6tbers 
Ml  inTincible  disgnst  to  being  touched,— yet  these  very 
patients  are  not  slow  to  calnmny  in  case  their  jjpiorbid 
feelings  produce  eril.  Where  we  are  permitted ^.l)« 
Inera^spectators  only,  we  should  at  least  be  excuf^d  *U 
blame  in  the  result. 

Mrs.  Jane  Maidin,  aged  62,  feU  in  the  yard  of  one  of 
the  offices  in  Princes  Stree^  on  the  erening  of  October 
8th,  1843,  and  injured  the  left  hip;  it  was  late  at  night» 
she  was  got  to  bed,  and  I  saw  her  about  11  «.«.,.  the 
next  day.  There  was  very  little  swelling,  bfli.sbt 
totoplained  of  acute  pain  in  the  region  of  the^lripp' 
Joint ;  she  said  the  slightest  pressure  in  the  anterior 
negion  of  the  joint  gare  aente  pain;  the  limb  was  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  shorter,  the  great  toe  turned 
outwards;  she  would  not  permit  the  slightest  movement 
of  the  limb,  and  shrieked  with  frightful  Tioleoce  on 
my  drawing  the  foot  slightly  downwards.  As  she  was 
a  slender  and  rather  feeble  person,  I  directed  fomenta- 
tions, and  Extr.  Hyoscyami,  gr.  i?.,  every  three  hours. 
She  continued  to  use  this  for  ten  days  without  benefit, 
and  then  Linim.  Saponis,  with  Tlnctura  Opii.  After  a 
fortnight  she  was  no  better,  and  shrieked  as  before 
if  the  limb  was  touched.  On  the  25th  October,  Mr. 
Wilson  saw  her  with  me;  and  before  seeing  the  ease 
which  I  gave  him  the  history  of,  we  made  up  our 
minds  to  have  an  examination.  Mr.  Wilson  placed 
his  right  hand  on  the  trochanter,  I  drew  the  limb  to 
an  equal  length  with  tlie  other,  and  rotated  it  freely, 
and  afterwards  gave  it  free  flexion.  The  conclusion 
we  came  to  was,  that  there  was  no  fracture,  and  that  the 
head  of  the  femur  was  in  the  acetabulum,  and  the 
symptoms  the  result  of  contusion.  She  described  the 
pain  of  this  examination  as  horrible;  certainly  she 
■gave  ample  evidence  of  not  enduring  the  torture  in 
ailence.  Mr.  Wilson  again  saw  her  on  the  2nd  of 
Pecember;  she  was  then  moving  about  on  crutches, 
could  rotate  the  foot  moderately  well,  and  raise  it  a 
little  from  the  floor.  Stimulating  liniments  have  httn 
perseveringly  used,  but  she  still  continues  to  ufe  a 
crutch,  or  two  sticks.  She  has  suffered  very  much 
from  rheumatism;  both  hands  are  swelled  and  deformed 
from  the  malady,  and  it  is  probable  the  same  diathpis 
exerta  its  evil  influence  in  the  hip. 

We  now  come  to  the  class  of  cases  where  great 
nuseolar  power,  drunkenness,  or  delay,  present  $be 
utmost  amount  of  difficulty.  The  union  of  all  our 
means  are  equal  to  the  task  only  when  judicioudy 
1>egun  and  perseveringly  continued. 

Jonathan  Rowcroft,  aged  30,  was  a  remarkably  fine 
man,  about  six  feet  two  inches  high,  and  one  of  the 
most  powerful  muscular  subjecu  I  have  ever  nteiirfit 
)iad  fallen  with  his  left  arm  extended,  and  dislocattd 
the  humerus  into  the  axilla.  He  refused  to  be  bled;  Six 
grains  of  emetic  tartar  in  warm  water  were  giveft  at 
wice  with  aa  interval  of  tenminutet.    He  was  Kcnred 


to  a  ring  in  the  sargety  with  the  nsoal  bandage  to 
eommand  the  acapnia,  a  roller  wetted  with  spiik 
lotion  was  applied  to  the  arm,- and  exteaaion  riow^ 
made  with  the  pnlliea.  Ho  bore  the  extension  withoal 
a  murmur,  which  was  increased  whenever  the  muscles 
relsxed,  and  this  was  continued  for  forty  minofe% 
when  the  head  of  the  bone  slowly  resumed  its  place  in 
the  glenoid  cavity.  The  force  employed  towards  the 
close  was  tremendous.  He  walked  off  as  if  notlteg 
had  happened,  nOr  would  he  have  used  a  sling  had^I 
not  insisted  upon  it.  The  next  day  there  was  scareeiy 
any  swelling  of  thearm.  He  had  no  pain,  hul  aaad  ht 
had  been  severely  puq^.  He  was  ordered  lAtir 
Saponlsi  and  cautioned  not  to  use  the  lim^.  In  « 
fortnight  he  was  well. 

-»-  — ,  a  strong  bnriy  fellow,  was  in  the  employ  of 
Mr.  Cttllan,  and  fell  in  the  stable  about  tluree  io  th# 
afternoon;  he  had  drunk  aix  glasses  of  gin,  and  about  six 
pints  of  beer ;  he  was  drunk,  but  knew  what  he  was 
doing.  The  accident  had  been  done  about  a  quarter  of  an. 
hour.  A  roller  towel  was  passed  round  him  to  eomraand 
the  scapula,  and  fastened  to  a  ring  in  the  stable;  another 
long  towel  was  noosed  round  the  arm  above  the  elbow, 
and  three  powerful  brewers  made  extension  in  vain.  I 
now  bled  him  to  two  pints;  he  became  faint  and 
vomited.  We  again  made  extension,  a  fourth  person 
pulling  at  the  wrist,  and  after  an  extension  of  fifteen 
minutes  it  was  reduced.  The  next  day  his  arm  wan 
painful,  and  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  violence  we 
had  used.  He  recovered  well,  and  went  to  work  in 
less  than  three  weeks. 

I  have  often  observed  the  difficulty  drunkenness  pro- 
duces,  and  the  best  plan,  as  a  prelimenaiy,  is  to  blee^y 
and  afterwards  produce  vomiting  with  emetic  tartar. 

April  9tb,  1888.  Mr.  William  Crispin  Watmongh, « 
powerful  man,  aged  35,  from  the  breaking  of  an  nde^ 
was  pitched  from  the  box  of  a  coach,  and  sostatned  n 
dislocation  of  the  right  hip,  a  severe  contusion  of  Che 
right  wrist  and  other  injuries.  The  accident  took 
place  at  Longsight.  I  saw  him  about  5  p.m.,>  an  boor 
after;  he  was  very  faint,  and  I  had  to  send  home  for 
the  puUies.  Several  medical  men  had  been  aent-for. 
Mr.  Barton  came.  The  patient  was  placed  on  a  mattreai^ 
the  usual  band  secured  the  pelvis,  and  was  fastened  to 
the  bed-post,  the  extension  of  the  thigh  being  made 
obliquely  across  the  bed  from  the  opposite  comer. 
His  pulse  having  risen,  he  was  bled  to  thirty  0Dncee» 
and  ten  grains  of  emetic  tartar  in  warm  water  were 
given  in  three  separate  parte ;  in  ten  minntea  he  becaaae 
very  sick- and  faint;  extension  was  now  nmde,  end 
reduction  effected  in  twenty  minutes,  the  he|kd  of-  the 
femur  passing  with  a  distinct  snap  into  the  acetabnlum. 
He  was  not  my  patient,  but  I  beard  from  his  snigeon 
that  the  hip  gave  no  further  inconvenienoey  and  he 
recovered  well  from  the  other  injuries* 

In  cases  of  dislocation  which  have  exbted  tor  eoaie 
weeks,  either  being  overlooked,  or  from  the  drcvni* 
stance  of  other  infury,  as  fracture,  the  first  quetlion  to 
consider  Is  how  far  the  patient  will  be  benefitted  hf 
reduction;  and  in  case  of  failure,  how  fiur  the  coa« 
dition  wiH  be  made  worse.    The  coBttitution«  ae  wdL 
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ai  the  tge  and  feneral  appeanuiee  of  the  Itoirb,  wiH 
anggett  innportaiit  poiaCs  for  reflection.  In  all  dialoca^ 
tiona  of  the  hip,  it  is  rery  desirable  to  rednee,  if  it 
he  possible.  In  the  shoulder,  by  far  the  most  common 
dislocation  is  into  the  axilla;  and  the  constant  pain 
Iha  head  of  the  bone  causes  by  pressing  on  the  aerres, 
readers  reducUoii  tmperatire.  When  the  dislocation 
is  forwards*  it  ta  more  a  matter  of  choice  with  the 
patient:^  In  this  position  an  artificial  joint  readily 
terns,  and  the  patient  is  not  much  the  worse  for  it 
The  natural,  however,  iserer  preferable  to  the  artfficial, 
Md  if  yon  can,  always  reduce ;  for,  hofrerev  b«aatlful 
Ihe  proocM  of  reparation  asay  be  in  forming  a  new 
joint,  atiU  the  limb,  though  very  useful,  is  never  quite 
10  perfect  I  will  now  relate  a  very  severe  case  of 
dislocation  into  the  axilla,  in  an  aged  person,  of  ^rt 
weeks*  duration,  aa4  I  was  particularly  induced  to 
make  the  effort,  as  the  patient  declared  she  could  not 
live  as  she  was. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Lee,  aged  67,  Heathcote  Newhaven, 
near  Buxton,  consulted  me  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1^34.  She  said  she  had  fallen,  from  her  foot  slipping, 
five  weeks  ago,  and  injured  her  right  shoulder. 
The  limb  became  useless,  and  she  had  considerable 
pain.  She  sent  for  a  surgeon.  He  prescribed  fomenta- 
tions and  liniments.  She  was  told  it  was  not  broken 
or  out.  There  was  very  little  swelling  at  the  time, 
but  the  pain  had  been  constant.  Her  health  was 
•uffering,  and  her  remark  was,  I  must  be  relieved 
from  this  pain  or  it  will  kill  me.  She  was  a  very  fine 
iMalthy-looking  woman.  I  told  her  the  nature  of  the 
cas^  that  the  head  of  the  bone  was  in  the  arm-pit, 
and  considerable  difficulty  might  be  experienced  in 
vedudng  it.  She  decided  to  have  an  attempt  made  at 
reduction  in  the  evening.  The  head  of  the  humerus 
oevld  be  distinctly  felt  in  the  axilla ;  there  was  the 
usual  hollow  below  the  acromion,  and  the  flexor 
ainscles  had  begun  to  contract  the  fingers ;  the  arm 
hnog  useless  by  her  side.  She  was  seated  (having 
nmoved  her  stays,  dec.,)  between  the  posts  of  the 
bed ;  a  long  towel  was  carried  round  the  cheat,  and 
ateored  to  the  poet  on  her  left  side  $  she  was  bled  to 
a  pint,  and  six  grains  of  emetic  tartar  were  given  in 
ten  minutes,  in  three  doaes.  A  roller  wetted  with 
spirit  lotion  was  applied  to  the'  arm,  and  the  bandage 
and  hook  secured  over  it ;  the  fore-arm  was  bent  to  a 
nght  angle  with  the  humerus,  and  the  arm  slowly 
raised  till  at  a  right  angle  with  the  body,  and  one  box 
of  the  pullies  was  connected  with  the  hook,  the  other 
box  being  secured  to  the  bed-post.  She  wat  now 
very  aick  and  faint,  and  extension  was  slowly  made  till 
the  muscles  were  on  the  stretch,  and  from  time  to 
time  the  extenaioa  was  gradually  increaaed,  aa  tha 
muscles  were  observed  to  give  way,  and  this  was  con- 
tinued for  an  hour.  At  this  period  the  case  assumed  ' 
a  very  unfavourable  aspect;  she  had  been  pulseless 
lor  fifteen  minutes;  the  skin  was  cold  and  clammy; 
the  respiration  laboridfus ;  the  expression  one  of  stib- 
dned  sgony ;  the  head  of  the  bone  had  not  moved* 
I^rasped  the  shoulder  with  both  hands,  and  endeavoured 
to  aid  the  pullies  by  forcing  outwards  the  head  of  the 


humerus  with  the  thumb ;  after  three  or  four  attempt!, 
the  head  felt  as  if  it  were  yielding  to  the  pressure,  and 
finally  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  slowly  restored 
to  the  glenoid  cavity,  without  any  snap  or  noise,  the 
extension  having   been  continued  seventy  minutef, 
A  ttrge  soft  compress  was  placed  in  the  axilla,  tha 
elbdw  brought  to  the  side,  the  fore«arm  supported  in. 
a  sUdgi  she  waa  placed  in  bed,  and  small  qnaatitiea  U 
brandy  often  given.    Three  hours  after  a  very  aauU 
thready  pulse  was  felt  at  the  wri#t»  the  stomach, re« 
jedad  evarything,  and  th«  skia  waa  cold.    Amaioaiay 
Biandy,  aad  Tiact*  opU^  gtt.  xl. ;  the  atimuUBta  to  he 
ooatianed  duriag-  tho  nighL    Bags  of  hot  bran  were 
applM  to  the  alonuch  aad  feet    The  ahoalder  wai 
not  much  swollea,  but  some  extravasation  waa  goiaf 
oa.     It  was  kept   covered   with   cloths   dipped  in 
warm   spirit  lotioa.     Oa   the   7th  the   pulse  was 
firmer;   skia  warm;  stoaiach  irritable.    The  stimB« 
laota  were  coatiaued,  with  aago,  &c.    The  shoulder 
was  easy,   but  much  discoloured  by  extravasatioa* 
which  was  very  exteasave  below  the  clavicle.    She  wai 
much  better  on  the  8th,  the  shoulder  easy,  aad  ao 
further  extravasation.    From  this  time  she  gradually 
improved,  and  was  sufficiently  well  to  return  home  on 
the  19th.    Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  of   Longsight,  aa 
intimate  friend,  was  present  at  the  reduction,  saw  her 
six  months  after  in  Derbyshire ;  she  was  in  good  health, 
and  the  arm  as  useful  as  before.    She  is  sliU  living  in 
the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health. 

I  was  requested  to  meet  Mr.  Harrison,  in  Withy 
Grove,  to  see  a  case  of  unreduced  dislocation.    We 
were  joined  by  Mr.  Wilson ;  this  was  in  the  evening  of 
the  19th  of  January,  1840.    Mr.  Marks,  aged  €0,  had 
fallen  down  ten  or  twelve  steps,  going  into  the  ware« 
house,  on  the  23rd  of  December,  1839.  The  gentleman 
who  first  saw  him  suspected  a  fracture  through  the 
trochanter  and  applied  splints,  confining  him  to  his 
bed  on  his  back,  Sec,  dec.    We  met  and  removed  the 
dressings.    The  head  of  the  femur  was  distinctly  felt 
on  the  pubis.    He  was  bled  to  a  pint,  aad  Mr.  Harrison 
seat  to  a  druggist  for  tea  grains  of  emetic  tarter.    IC 
was  mixed  by  an  attendant  in  a  tumbler  of  wann 
water,  and  one-third  part  given  every  five  minutes* 
In  twenty  minutes  be  was  not  sick,  and  we  seat  for 
ten  grains  more,  and  received  for  answer,  he  had  sent  a 
dmchm  in  mistake.    On  the  announcement  of  this 
horrible  blunder  his  fauces  were  irritated  with  a  feather, 
and  he  drank  largely  of  warm  water,  and  vomited 
f^ely  half  an  hour  after  he  took  the  first  dose  of  te 
antimony.    The  extension  now  commenced,  aad  in 
forty-five  miautea  the  head  of  the  femur  passed  quietly 
into  th^  ac^ubolum.    An  ounce  of  Infosum  CinchoBM 
was  BOW  ordered  every  hour.    In  the  morning  be  was 
better,  and  seemed  to  have  escaped  the  ill  effects  of  the 
antimony,  and  no  bad  symptom  made  its  appearance 
^fter.  .  I  saw  him  after  a  lapse  of  six  months,  he  walked 
well  .but  used  a  stick,  and  said  his  hip  felt  weak. 

^  Mr.  Robert  Gamett,  aged  45,  Preston,  suted  that 
he  had  been  injured  by  the  upsetting  of  a  coach  near. 
Newcastle,  in  Northumberland,  three  weeks  preriouslyi 
and  that  his  right  arm  had  been  broken  near  the 
Sboulder  joint    He  was  attended  by  a  anrgeoOf  who 
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pvrtlie arm itttoi^lliitf.  'Tft^trrHinl il Iim retWca'ee  fhMtwe oi^ A« fftilOT KiA^dardBVO^Ito 
fd'lVeitdir, lie fiodM  tlieKiiib  «d  not  impmn^  «Mid  OMforamn.  nitl^MVPedtltovlHy  Ingl^vpy 
^'etiiid  tb  MMclMitter  to  ooattvh  ine.  On  reflMmut  radaeod  *e  4iiIooatiM»  tlm-M  up  tlio  Incftnuod 
te  ^Ifeti  and  d)resiing  »  dUlbditkm  fonnrtte  wat  hameratin  tpUat^  and  aOarwardi  the  Ibraara^.  At 
aiiiaaiy  teeii  f  libei«'  win  ▼ery  eonflM^iaUla  awilliiit  tJkMa:«ajMBeal  Mf.  HamiUon  camo  to  my  awiatanrei  hm 
alfitbtl»ae^tU  aeeideM,  aad  I  fattjp  ^tpkiM*  to  [  parpd  ^e  torn  eada  of  tbe  masses,  and  ihortened  the 


JHtt  AeMBkMt  liMafta«imtaUe<dMicalty  of  tMWIalii* 
iflkAa-tftie  aatniv  bfthe'ateiietft.  'Under  MOii^^rtiiaiL 
itkSb^,  1  adtiicd  Moi  to  ate  tbe  arm  ge»llf,  ta.mib 
AfeTibdiildei'  wMi  Xiltt.  8apoalt»  and  fotaM  a  Ubei«l 
aftt '  lit  fo^  montbklie  conKI  nae  tbe  artn  falrlf,  end 
dljlif  ttura^bt  after  be  bad  nei»ty  aittneh  uea  aabMrei 
jt-^e^jMaftbafinffbeeafoVBed.  Niltfaer4b«^Kaaor 
tttM  were  unftvoiifable  to  rediietiea«-aad  !•  be«t«« 
4Mb»it  woald  easily  have  been  effMted*  battjwye 
litlete  yreveifted  am  making  tbe  attempt.  Hit  eoa^ 
eUtiftieii  wat  a  delicate  one ;  on  a  former  occaeioa  a 
ipeand  of  tbe  tbigb  bealed  witb  great  diftculty.  Tbere 
vw<oongb,  and  tendency  to  tabetcle .  Had  tbe  humemi 
been  in  tbe  axiDe,  presting  on  tbe  nerret,  he  mntt 
liave  bed  tbe  limb  redvoed,  and  the  retnlt  would  hare 
Iwsn  doabtfol.  At  it  waa  in  to  faTonrable  a  poeition  for 
Ue  fbftire  comfort,  I  tbongbt  it  right  to  adopt  tbe 
l^dMatlre  plan. ; 

There  it  one  dislocation  tometimes  ?ery  troabletome 
to  reduce,  I  mean  dialocation  of  tbe  last  phalanx  of 
the  thomb;  were  a  cate  of  this  kind  to  pretent  itself, 
ipif  aa  yet  no  case  of  this  nature  hat  ever  foiled  me,  I 
ahoold  not  feel  inclined  long  to  continue  tbe  extension, 
botprpceed  to  divide  the  tendon  at  such  a  dittance  aa 
i|0^  to  endanger  an  opening  into  the  displaced  parb. 
Ify  reason  for  this  opinion  is  the  following  case  :— 

'  f^trick  Murpby,  aged  30,  a  joiner,  fell  down  some 
atept  ifitb  bit  besket  of  tools  in  bit  band ;  unfortunately 
lit  left  hand  went  into  tbe  baAet  and  was  teyerely 
iM*;  he  had  a  dislocation  of  the  last  phalanx.  It  was 
easily  reduced,  for  the  incited  wound  included  a 
A^iaion  of  the  flexor  tendon,  about  the  middle  of  tbe 
itelaox  next  to  the  metacarpal  bone.  He  was  told  tbe 
Hbaaotb  wouM  in  all  probability  be  stiff  as  far  as  related 
«»  tbe  last  Jolat.  The  wound  bealed  by  the  first 
lateertioo,  and  six  months  after  I  saw  him  accidentally, 
be  Immediately  came  and  shewed  bis  tbnmb,  which  be 
said  be  could  use  as  well  as  eVer.  Certainly  he  had 
lierfect  extension  and  flexion. 

In  this  metropolis  of  commerce  we  meet  with  dlslo- 
<|0pnt  complicated  with  erery.  kind  of  injury,  and 
imder  erery  rariety  of  formt,  from  accidents  in  the 
nannfactttriag  and  mining  departmentt  and  railwayt. 
I»  these  catet  it  often  bappent  that  tbe  dislocation  is  a 
tflfle  compared  with  the  other  injuries.  I  will  cite  one 
case  to  explain  what  I  mean. 

r- 

.  August  Ist,  1823,  twelre  at  noon.  Esther  Sni^h, 
1^  fourteen  years  and  a  half.  The  accidept  took 
place  about  ten  o'clock,  at  Cbowbent,  and  she 
arrired  at  the  infirmary,  Manchester,  at  noon,  where 
Vfien'  resided  at  house-surgeon.  Tbe  left  arm  torn 
Mr  near  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid ;  oblique  frac* 
Mt  through  the  middle  of  the  right  humerus;  dis- 
lOMtkin  of  the  elbow,  radius  and  ulna,  outwards  and 


projecting  bone.  Tbe  edget  of  tbe  Wound  were  bronght 
'  together  ^y  ttrape'of  piaster,  and  an  opiate  glWsft. 
This  case  did  well,  aind  she  returned  home  In^  i'  ftw 
weeks  in  good  bealtbl'  f  beard  bTber  toub  yetoibr 
ago;  she  then  beld'a  rtt|teetaMe  titaalioAVi  tte 
covttting*bonae  of  the  ettabllihieieaiirbeiitiepacaliert 
happened. 

It*  it  unnecetiary  to  relate  any  other  ezampiea  of 
complicated  injury  in  my  profetsioMkl  career  of  iipwKle 
of  a  quarter  of  a  centary ;  many  bare  oeenired^  b«t 
not  alwayt  witb  to  faronfable  atemiilmtion* ' 


SHORT  NOTES  OF  THE  OPINIONS  AN0 
PRACTICE  OF  THE  LATE  JOHN  PEARSON* 
ESQ.,  F.R.S.,  ON  SYPHILITIC  DISEASE. 

By  W.  S.  OsB,  If .D.,  Physician  to  the  Boyal  S^tb 

Hants  Infirmary, 


TO  THB  BDITOB  OV  THB  PBOTINCIAL  MBDICAL  AXB- 

aUBOICAL  f OVBMAL. 
SiB, 

It  is  my  intention  to  send  to  tbe  JProvineiai  Medieai 
and  8wr$iotI  JemrmUr  as  regularly  as  I  can,  a  seriea  of 
short  aetet .  of  the  opioioas  and  practice  of  the  lain 
Mr.  JohB  Peertea,  F.R.8,|  In  typbUMe  diteaaa  i  aad 
I  entertaia  tbe  hope  that  they  UMiy  not  be  altogether 
nnintareatiog  to  yonr  readers. 

These  notes  have  been  abbreviated  firom  a  liS.r 
which,  I  beliere,  for  the  most  part  may  be  relied  apon. 

Tbe  late  Mr.  Pearson  practised  sorgeiy  in  Loodooy- 
at  the  latter  end  of  tbe  last,  aad  daring  a  oonaidaraMo 
part  of  tbe  present  century;  he  was  a  Felioir  of  tbo 
Beyal  Society;  Senior  Sorgeoaof  the  Look  Hoepital 
aad  Aeyktm;  Snigeoa  to  lOie  PafbUe  Plspamaijfj  *ew 
Be  wae  idso  the  aathor  of  several  valaable.  asd 
ptactieal  works*  aad  a  lectarer  en  the  priat^lte.aad 
practice  of  aaigeiy* 

So  exteasive  were  his  opportunities,  of  pbeerring  the 
phenomena  of  ^philitie  disease,  both,  in  the  Look 
Hospital  and  in  a  large  private  practice,  and  so  asaiaied 
was  bis  judgment  by  such  a  wide  range  of  obeervatloii^ 
that  his  opinion  was  greatly  toaght  after,  and  en  any 
donbtfhl  point  connected  with  tbii  taloe( 
sidered  at  final  by  the  majority  of  British 

Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  in  bis  ^  Lectaret  iUuttdrtlvo  of 
varioat  suli^ta  in  Pathology  and  Svgprji*  aajrs^  *I. 
aai'  maoh  atetaken.  if  the   aMrcarial   tiaatmeni  of 
sypbiUa,  as  enjoyed  by  the  lata  Mr.  Paansoa*  dniiag. 
the  greatest  part  of  his  life,  was  not  as  nearly  perfset 
aspoatible." 

It  wae  evidently  the  intention  of  the  late  Mr.  Peanoa^. 
to  have  given  to  tbe  pnblio  a  work  on  laet  venerta,  aa 
may  be  seen  in  a  note  at  the  toot  of  the  seventh 
of  the  latrodaotiott  to  his  •'ObtervattODa  «a  the 


notes'  on  SYPHltmC  DISEASE. 


-of  ▼Mioiitmrtiol<&  of  the '  Mfttaria  Madica/  in  the  care 


:^  lacf  Tenarea,"  wberevk  he  itatee,  « the  snhetance  of 
^hich  (hit  lectares,)  I  design  hereafter  to  offer  to  the 
pnblio  In  a  treatise  on  Ines  Tenerea.*' 

Cnfortnnateiy  fof  medical  sdcince  be  did  sot  live  to 
cany  ont  this  design;  and  as  twan^  yeare  hare 


flsaatr  M>^  intaife^-ai  it  mi^t  jpecffsaiilj 
.t^M^S  IMinimt  tbit:Oaa  be  gat^iered  ffon  to  emiiiHit 
.  4k  soifpon,  and  so  talantad  a  niaa« 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Tours  faitbfollj, 

W.S.  OKE. 
'     SontbamptoB,  Not.  4,  1847. 


fnenum,  or  the  pr«pace  itself j  ata  fhe  rnoH 


M    t 


sUaations  of  primary  syphilitic  sores ;  and'  they 
Umes  occur  on  the  inner  margin  of  tba  urethra,  Wptm. 
tin  iategaments  ooreriag  tha  penis,  the  ossa  pobCty'-^r 
stiMtem ;  bat  the  glatis  itself  is  raialy  the  aeatAf-  ^ 
psimary  sore,  and  whaft  ibrmad  apon  tha«laBS,'-lf(4a 

ala^Md  nithoat  the  appeaianee  of  any  i^lamian  to  do  \      ^^^  ^^^  ^       to„,  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^.  ^ottela 

m^  the  part-^f  athaia,  it  seama  rigbt.to. pal.^pan   ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

. .  th4  Ohar^ctar  of  Chanere,'^\Vhtn  the  primary  soba 
is.  situated  on  the  iaterD»l  sarface  of  the  prepuce^  thara 
is  osusjily  a  small  hard  elevationy  with  a  sore  on  Ita 
apasy  surrounded  by  a  eircular  inflamed  base.  U  i» 
feteHdty  painful  Arom  the  beginning;  if  is  sometTmaa 
concare,  and  at  other  times  eletsted,  havi^'f  titM 
edges,  an  irregular  surface,  and  often  a  sloughy  appe»« 
ance.  Its  shape  Is  commonly  circular,  but  where  theHra 
has  been  a  breach  of  surface,  it  assumes  the  form  of  an 
abrasion. 

It  is  sometimes  extremely  difficult  to  distinguish  a 
true  syphilitic  sore  from  appearances  only  i^  saresy  abl 
renereal,  so  often  put  on  a  syphilitio  character,  and 
sores  wanting  that  character  so  often  turn  out  to  bo 
▼enereal,  that  eren  experienced  obserration  hardly 
qualifies  for  an  accurate  diagnosis.  A  primary  chanoro 
is  rarely  met  with  on  the  glans,  but  when  it  does  tike 
place  there,  it  is  more  saperficial  and  less  psdnful  than 
when  on  the  prepuce.  On  the  common  integuments  it 
geujeially  assumes  the  form  of  a  pustule,  hsTing  matter 
on  the  surface,  which  dries  ipto  a  scab  or  crust  So 
much  matter  is  sometimes  formed  that  the  speedy 
evaporation  necessary  for  the  production  of  the  cnist 
is  presented.  This  form  somewhat  resembles  a  vacdno 
pustule  of  about  the  sixth  day.  Those  on  the  frasnukn 
are  generally  very  painful.  When  a  venereal  uUm»i 
forms  en  the  finger  in  consequenoe  of  the  mat^K 
coming  in  contact  with  a  cut  or  sore  which  might  bo 
situated  on  it,  the  pain  is  usually  latere,  anlT  tha 
constitution  becomes  much  disturbed ;  this  Is  pf obaMy 
the  result  of  the  poison  having  deeply'  entered  ^Ao 
(issues,  and  producing  a  disease  similating  paronyahia. 
Chancres  on  the  lower  lip  are  not  more  painfnl  thin 
thoae  situated  elsewhere,  nor  are  they  attended  wUh 
any  peculiar  symptom. 

Where  several  sores  appear  at  the  same  time,  M  da 
the  internal  and  external  parts  of  the  prepuce,  tMa 
may  be  presumption,  but  not  a  sufficient  proof,  thiit 
they  are  not  venereal. 

A  person  inoculating  his  finger  with  matter  seeretb 
by  his  own  primary  sore  may  Infbct  himself;^  bit 
having  primary  sores  he  will  not  contract  f^h  chanerea 
by  repeated  exposure. 

Local  Effecls  of  (7Attncr«.— When  a  primary  sora  If 
situated  on  th^  franum,  it  is  remarkably  painfhl,  and 


^ha  tejrm  syiddlis  ia  nsed  to  designata  a  pac^liar 
morbiferous  poison,  by  which  an  absorbent  surface, 
brought  Into  contaot  with  iW  w^l  became  diseased. 

It  ia  necassaiy  that  tha  syphilitio  poison  be  applied 
in  a  liquid  state ;  it  affects  the  parts  of  generation,  the 
conglobate  glands,  the  sldn,  the  membranes  and  bones, 
but  it  nayer  attacks  the  viscera. 

Tha  effects  of  syphilitio  poison  are  primarily  as  a 
local,  and  secondarily  as  a  constitutional,  disease,  in 
which  several  parts  of  the  body  are  acted  upon  at  the 
pama  time.  The  disease  is  usually  attended  by  symp- 
tomatic febrile  disturbance,  caused  in  the  one  case  by 
local  irritatioi^ ;  in  the  other  by  the  presence  of  the 
poison  in  tha  circuladng  system.  There  is  no  form  of 
ayphills,  either  local  or  constitutional,  which  may  not 
ba  connected  witfr,-or  assuma  the  a]^pearanca  of,  some 
other  disease ;  whilst  at  opier  times  iu  symptoms  may 
be  of  an  anomalous  character. 

Mercury,  when  it  acts  as  a  mineral  poison,  will 

-produce  all  the  local  and  constitutional  symptoms  of 

ayphills,  and  parts  of  the  body  most  liable  to  be 

,  ^tftroyed  by  the  syphilitic  poison,  are  mora  Arequ^ntly 

dpsfrciyad  py  the  use  of  mercury.     The  effect  of  mer* 

»fni:y  /KHpetimes  renders  it  difficult  to  form  an  accuriijta 

4iagno«hi»  and   axpari^nica   alana   will  qoali^r    the 

BOt^tfonlbr  a  oorreat  Jadgmant  baiweanrtha  twoafnaas. 

Tha  sttseeptibiUty  of  becaning  inCseled  by  ay phtt&tfo 

poison,  differs  in  various  persons,  and  in  tha  same 

petson  at  different  times.    Many  have  been  exposed 

for  years  without  the  least  caution,  and'  have  eicaped 

'  infection,  and  yet  after  the  lapse  of  ten  or  fifteen  years 

passed. in  the  same  way,  they  have  become  at  last  as 

suecfptibla  as  others.    Tha  cause  of   this  singular 

axempUon  is  to  baattribntedr4o  lomapaonUar.aandttion 

•of  tha  body,  which  oanuot  saHsfaotadly.  ba  axplainad. 

• .  Tba  interval  batwaen  -the  application  of  thaeyphilltic 

^olson»  and  tha  prodnetion  of  iU  local  effeeU^  is  nsual^ 

two  or  thrsa  days:   this,  however,  will  vwcy  much 

•depend  on  the  texture  of  the  parto  lo  whiah  il  is 

-applied;   sometimes  even  four  or  fire  weeks  would 

appear  to  have  intervened,  but  it  is  seldom  that  the 

interval  is  longer  than  seven  days. 


•  Moos.>;Rieord  to  aow  avalQog  Umsdf  of  this  liBSl«a m 

te^  for  tine  chaocre ;  but  it  is  to  be  doubted  whethai  flieh 

I  a  diagnostic  will  loog  obtala  ia  British  practlea.«-i' 

The  parte  behind  the  corona  glandi%  tha  folds  of  tha  *  Oct.  90, 1847. 
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GALVANISII  IN  UNHMlTSD  FRACTUIIB. 


iOMMlidiM  oletratMi  an  aperture  through  it;  w^Wc  at 


pther  timet  it  eonpUtelj  deetroys  it:  in  the  latter  eiue    maaagetteiit 


iraoUoa  of  the  piepaee,  tte  ease  li  reiy  MIkidt  of 


It  fenerallj  aaoende  to  the  meatus  arinariat  andeansea 
lamefactloii  at  the  lower  part  of  the  fimnom.  WJ^en 
^Itsated  hehiad  the  corona  glandie,  or  on  the  in^al 
pwliaoe  ol  the  prmpatiam  it  not  nnfreqaentlj  ocffeif ns 
phTmoiie,  whioh  oonaiata  of  a  eontraotion  of  tbeieKtvcfeiie 
apertere  of  the  prepnee»  vheie  the  ikin  becoaee  thicl- 
aaed  and  tneked  up ;  if  the  contraetion  takes  plaoe 
piore  towards  the  corona  flandis»  the  orifice  of  the 
prspntium  may  remain  as  large  as  nsual,  bat  there  #ill 
he  a  peculiar  contraction,  as  if  a  Ugatnre  were  tied 
furoond  the  part. 

Phymosis  certainly  takes  place  more  freqaenily 
^irom  this  eaose  than  from  gonorrhcsa.  The  contraction 
of  the  prepnoe  prevents  the  escape  of  the  dischaige 
ftom  the  sore,  by  which  the  irritation  of  the  sore  itself 
is  greatly  aggraTated.  From  this  canse  the  accamnla- 
tion  of  the  matter  is  sometimes  so  great,  that  by  a 
gradaally  increasing  pressure  it  finds  its  way  out 
through  the  side  of  the  prepuce,  and  forms  an  aperture 
through  which  the  inflamed  glans  protrudes.  When 
the  infiammation  subsides  before  the  pbymosis  is 
remedied,  adhesion  usually  takes  place,  which  is  partial 
at  one  or  two  points,  or  general,  when  the  internal 
aurfaoe  of  the  prepuce  is  cTerywhere  united  to  the  glans, 
ezoept  at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra.  The  etricture  Is 
•eldom  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  urine ; 
when  it  is  so,  gangrene  may  be  apprehended.  Some- 
times the  prepuce  is  forced  very  far  forwards,  and 
.  whilst  the  penis  remains  near  the  pubis. 

When  inflammation  has  existed  previously  to  the 
phymosis,  the  pain  is  more  severe,  and  the  tendency 
to  mortification  greater,  and  if  the  prepuce  be  forced 
hack  under  such  circumstances,  stricture  will  be  formed 
behind  the  glans,  and  paraphymosis  the  result 

In  paraphymosis  the  skin  will  be  elevated  into 
diibrsnt  folds,  and  will  have  a  pellucid  appearance, 
which  has  given  rise  to  the  name  of  crystallines* 

l*araphymosis  originating  from  different  causes,  may 
not  be  different  in  appearance ;  and  when  the  con« 
traction  has  remained  fbr  several  days  without  pro<t 
dneing  gangrene,  ulceration  between  the  folds  ma/ 
take  plaoe,  and  adhesions  form,  which  will  probably 
Ibr  ever  prevent  the  prepooe  being  drawn  forwards  t^ 
.  cover  the  glans.  When  mortification  has  supervenedV 
the  whole  of  the  prepuce,  and  sometimes  the  glane 
itaelf  will  be  removed ;  these  drcomstanees  may  take 
plaee  independently  of  any  syphilitic  cause.  Hence 
It  la  most  important  that  an  acoorate  diagnosis  sho|ild 
be  made  in  these  oases. 

A  large  and  rapidly  spreading  chancre  is  generallj^ 
Intended  by  severe  pain  and   acute    inflammatita: 
gangrene  is  frequently  the  result;  and  when  the  glans 
ia  BMoh  ezeaiaiad  by  it,  hmmorrhage  also  jnay  follow. 


If  gangrene,  aa  the  result  of  chancre,  comes  on  earlj^ 
it  may  arise  from  a  bad  eonstittttion;  but  it  is  mora 
oovmoDlj  caused  by  the  use  of  mercu^.  When 
gangrene  ie  enred  by  si»oh  mepms  j9plf  aa  strenfMien 
and  snpp«rt  the  syalem,  itbeeomee  tpeetieaahlt 
whether  aueb  oaees  were  reneNsl  They  were  prehahly 
not  so,  but  If  th^  wei«  veMMal,  morMeatfeftWMSI 
hate  obliterated  the  vims,  as  ezeieieii  might  taav^doneii 
Here  again  great  caution  is  neeessaiy  fai  the  dtagmMlBi 
Gangrene,  supervening  upon  a  true  syphiUfio  aore 
from  the  use  of  mercury,  will  eease  when  the  merany 
is  withdrawn ;  bat  then  the  sore  will  spoead  again^and 
when  the  mercury  is  resumed,  the  mortifioation  will 
return.  In  this  intractable  state  of  things  the  penis 
is  sometimes  totally  destroyed. 

In  some  caaes  the  first  appearance  of  chaMve  la 
succeeded  by  violent  inflammation  of  the  penis,  and 
complete  sphacelation  of  the  organ,  which  generslly 
separates  at  the  symphisis  pubis.  In  this  case  it  is 
probable  that  the  inflammation  proceeds  more  rapidly 
than  the  virai.  There  is  much  disturbance  of  the 
system,  a  small  irritable  pulse,  and  general  emadalion* 
Even  when  the  disease  has  been  arrested  by  the  moat 
Judicious  treatment,  the  glans  is  frequently  deatroyed; 
the  cells  of  the  corpora  cavernosa  may  become  eb]|lei»- 
ted,  and  the  corpus  spongioeom  alee  Involved. 

(Tob^cenHmud,) 


CASE  OF  UNUNITED  FRACTURE,  TREATED 

BY  GALVANISM. 


TO  TBB  BDITOB  OV  THB  PROYIKCIAL  MBOICAL  AXI^ 
StTllGICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sir,— I  herewith  send  you  a  case  of  ununited 

fracture,  successfully  treated  by  galvanism,  an'  agent 

which  I  think  has  not  been  hitherto  employed  in 

similar  cases ;  and  if  you  can  spare  a  corner  in  the 

Joomal,  perhaps  the  publication  of  it  may  Uidiiae 

some  of  oor  worthy  meml>era  to  teat  the  etteacy  of 

the  reinedy  by  a  trial,  which,  if  found  sncccaafiil  In  Us 

application,  may  for  the  future  render  unneccsaary 

thoee  tedious  and  painfol  operations  to  which  we  are 

occaaionally  compelled  to  have  recourse.  In  the  treat- 

ment  of  these  intractable  cases. 

I  am,  Sir,  faithfully  yduirs 

JAMES  BURMAif. 
Watb,  near  Rotheiham, 

Nwrembcr  2, 1647. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lister,  about  35  years  of  age,  a  railwmj 
f  uperintendent,  of  a  robust  constitution,  rej^nlar  faahiar» 
and  a  faithful  disciple  of  Father  Matthew,  hid  the 
misfortune,  in  the  summer  of  1645,  to  fraetore  hla 
leg  by  being  thrown  from  bis  gig.    The  snrigeon  who 


attended  him  seems  to  have  put'  the  limb  into  a  vcfj 
WI^Q  these  ayvptpms  are  accompanied  by  a   coi^-I  good   position,  and  eferythip]^   appeaM  16  g|0  on 


SINGULAR  CASE  OF$  dTTANVOUB  DISBASB. 
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««ll».till»  opon  noMTing  Uie  splinti,  it  was  fpnnd  L^breii^away.oiie  of  biscnitcbcf;  that  tb«nfxt«)eek  be 


Ibat  vbIoii  bad  not  taken  place ;  and  aibia  conatitutioB 
had  anffered,  partly  from  tbe  neceaaary  oonfinemeot, 

-  aadf  perbapa,  partly  from  tbe  want  of  proper  atioittlanta, 
eonaaqoeat  npon  bia  teeto'tal  practice,  bia  surgeon 
orlered  btm  a  more  fenerons  diet,  and  removal  io  tbe 

-^MMMl^  but  still  no  trnproreoMnt  took  place. 


ptw  tired  of  bis  boot,  and  tbrew  it  on  one  side,  together 
witb  bis  otber  crutch,  and  went  away  comfortably 
about  bia  business,  with  only  a  stout  walking  stick* 
Irbicb  be  contiflued  to  vse  for  some  time ;  and  when 
I  b^in  saw  bim,  one  leg  was  equally  as  firm  and 
'flWHillas  tbe  other,  tbe  point  of  fracture  being  marked 


«. 


As  I  bad  been  bis  medical  attendant  when  be/ormta>ly^  ^  atbtck  firm  band  of  callus. 
vtilded  in  tbisineigbbonrbood,  be  came  over  and  put    .  .-.Under  tbe  circumstances,  I  tbink  t  am  iiyatified  in 


UaMelf  under  my  care,  just  fourteen  weeks  alter  tbe 
.neeident  Upon  examination,  I  found  a  transrerse 
ununited  fracture  of  tbe  lower-tbird  pf  both  tibia  and 
fibula;  there  was  no  formation  of  callus,  and  the 
fractured  ends  of  tbe  bones  were  quite  moreable,  but'' 
could  be  readily  adapted  to  each  otber;  neither  was  there 
any  inflammatory  action  about  tbe  parts,  altboogb 
-baring  been  ad?iaed  to  rub  tbe  two  ends  of  tbe  bones 
-tdgetber,  be  bad  rery  assiduously  followed  that  advice. 
Mr.  Gntbrie  bad  seen  tbe  case  a  few  days  before,  and 
vecoumended  Amesbury's  splints,  a  modification  of 
wbicb  I  at  once  determined  to  try,  in  connection  witb 
tint  application  of  electro- magnetism,  which  I  had  a 
good  opportunity  of  doing,  as  my  pupil  was  at  that 
time  making  some  experiments  with  a  small  apparatus. 
I  therefore  had  a  kind  of  boot  made  for  him,  of  turned 
abeet  iron,  which,  when  applied,  embraced  tbe  whole 
leg,  ankle,  and  foot.  This  I  had  well  adapted  to  tbe 
limb  by  means  of  padding,  so  u  to  prevent  any  lateral 
motion,  an  object  wbicb  was  tbe  more  readily  accom* 
pKahed,  aa  tbe  fnctnre  waa  perfectly  transferse,  and 
that  part  of  tbe  booi  which  waa  directly  over,  tbe 
fracture  was  made  to  turn  back  upon  a  binge,  so  that 
I  could  at  any  time  get  to  the  injured  part,  without  in 
tbe  least  disturbing  Uie  limb. 

Witb  this  apparatus,  firmly  fixed,  and  assisted  by  a 
pair  of  crutches,  be  was  directed  to  take  daily  exercise 
in  tbe  open  air ;  to  partake  freely  of  wine,  porter,  and 
animal  food ;  and  when  sitting  in  tbe  bouse,  or  lying 
in  bed,  to  ba?e  tbe  fnctured  ends  firmly  pressed 
against  each  other,  by  means  of  a  broad  band  paased 
orer  the  knee,  and  under  tbe  foot-board,  capable  of 
being  tightened  by  a  strap  and  buckle,  tbe  leg  being 
bent  at  tbe  same  time  at  a  right  angle  witb  tbe  thigh. 
This  strap  waa  to  be  removed,  and  the  limb  to  be  per- 
mitted to  bang  down  and  partially  used  when  taking 
out-door   exercise.    In  addition   to  this,  for  nearly 
balf  aa  hour  every  day,  an  electro-magnetic  curre|it  • 
was  made  to  pasa  directly  tbrongb  the  fracture,  by 
means  of  needles  attached  to  the  two  poles  of  tbe 
apparatus,  their  points  being  inserted  just  under  the 
skin,  one  on  each  side  of  tbe  fracture.    This  plan  iof 
trantaNnt  waa  commenced  on  tbe  9tb  of  October, ' 
1845;  by  tbe  22nd   suilcieot   inflammatory  action 
bad  been  set  up  to  render  tbe  further  application  of 
galvaniam  nnnecesaary ;  and  by  ibe  30tb  tbe  deposit 


attributing  tbe  great  and  sudden  healthy  action  wblch 
was  set  up  in  this  case  mainly  to  the  infloence  off 
jpalvanism;  for  while  similar  caaes  under  the  uinal 
model  of  treatment  have,  under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances,  required  long  and  tedious  sttention, 
this  case  began  to  improve  from  the  very  first  applica* 
'tlon  of  tbe  remedy;  within  three  weeks  firm  union 
had  taken  place,  and  in  l^ss  than  six  weeks  the  cure 
waa  perfect. 

The  electro- magnetic  apparatus  that  I  made  use  of 
was  a  double  coil  machine,  excited  by  two  tleeiromotort, 
on  Professor  DanieU*s  principle.  I  at  first  endeavoured 
to  establish  tbe  current  by  two  small  metallic  discs, 
one  connected  with  each  pole,"  and  placed  on  each 
side  of  the  fracture ;  but  finding  that  little  or  no  per* 
eepiible  action  was  thereby  produced,  I  substituted 
needles  for  the  discs,  and  introduced  their  points  in 
an  oblique  direction,  just  under  the  skin,  on  each  side 
of  the  fracture,  thereby  causing  tbe  galvanic  current  to 
pasa  directly  between  tbe  ends  of  the  fractured  bone* 
The  moment  the  circuit  was  completed  by  tbe  in- 
troduction of  the  second  needle,  tbe  sensation  waa 
most  acute,  but  in  a  minute  or  two  tbe  pain  became 
bearable,  and  the  patient  was  able  to  sit  under  ii  for 
from  fifteen  minutes  (the  time  occupied  at  first,)  to  a 
good  half-hour,  to  which  I  extended  it  the  last  three 
or  four  times. 


SINGULAR  CASE  OF  CUTANEOUS  DISEASE. 


TO  TEC  SVITOa  or  TBB   PfeOTlNCIAL    MBDICAI.   AMO 

aUBOlOAL  JOHRVAL. 

Sia, 
Perbaps  you  will  do  me  tbe  favour  to  insert  in  tbe 
Journal  the  following  parUcnlars  of  a  case  of  a  very 
'singular  and  fatal  disease. 

I  am,  Sir,  years  &e., 

JOHN  BARCLAY,  M.D. 
Leioester,  October  26, 1 847. 

Sarah  Anne  Moss,  aged  two  years  and  three  months, 
a  very  intelligent  child,  of  poor  parente,  was-  first 
breagfat  to  me  on  the  S7th  of  last  September,  In  a  state 
of  extreme  emaoiation,  soifering  from  profose  dlairhceev 

whh 


off  eaUaa  waa  ao  copioua,  and  tbf  union  of  tbe  fractJres  the  stools  occaaionally  containing  blood  and  pus,  with 
iO  firm,  that  at  my  patient's  earnest  solicitatioa  I  fare    ecaema,  and  to  a  distressing  extent     I  prescribed 


him  permission  to  return  to  his  duties,  directing  hta^ 
•tiU  to  wear  bis  boot,  and    to  ^ontinne  the  useiof . 

hie  erotcbea. 

Ashis  place  ofl^aainces  was  mafy  miles  from  my 
laildeace,  I  did  not'a^  bim  again  for  fome  consid^inble 
time^  hat  he  informed  me  that  after  t^e  first  week  he 


waaa  baths;  tbe  Deooctam  Cetrarie,  atTJibitum ;  small 
doses  of  HydraTg.  cam  CreU,  and  Pair.  Cret»  Comp.. 
night  and  morning;  with  a  diet  of  strong  animal  hro^a 
and  jellies. 

OA  the  5th  of  October,  the  eck*ma  was  maeh  less 
latense,  the  dIarrhCba  continaing^'   I  now  ipseribed 
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qohiina  and  tolphorio  add,  wiOi  tinetura  of  kino,  and 
«  drop  of  laudanum  three  dmes  a  day ;  and  sinapisms 
to  the  aMomen,  with  the  same  diet,  &o. 

On  the  8th,  the  child  was  decidedly  beteer,  and  bad 
become  so  cross  as  hardly  to  saAr  me  to  enter  tbo 
hoase.  The  stools  were  much  more  natural,  and  f^eir 
In  number ;  while  the  e<;xema  ani  had  quite  dtsappelired. 

On  thd  Hlh  and  I7th,  I  found  her  steadily  fmproYiiig, 
^ith  a  good  appetite,  and  healthy  etaeoations. 

On  the  I9th,  she  appeared  to  dfoop  a  little,  haTing 
been  doing  well  till  then,  contrary  to  the  expectations 
of  her  parents. 

On  the  20ih,  I  found  her  worse,  and  was  informed 
that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  previous  day,  a  small  red 
•pot,  about  the  size  of  a  sixpence,  had  appeared  under 
her  chin,  and  had  rapidly  spread  until  it  assumed  the 
formidable  appearance  it  now  presented.  There  was 
DO  swelling  nor  hardness,  the  redness  being  well- 
defined,  and  terminating  abruptly  in  the  healthy  skin. 
It  was  quite  continuous,  and  extended  over  the  fore 
part  of  the  neck,  the  chin,  and  the  lower  part  of  both 
cheeks.  The  cuticle  was  entirely  separated  from  the 
cutis,  and  the  serum  distended  it  at  the  dependent 
portions.  When  the  cuticle  was  removed  there  was  a 
copious  clear  discharge  from  a  red  and  angry  surface. 
It  looked  precisely  as  if  a  kettle  of  boiling  water  had 
been  poured  over  it,  or  a  large  blister  had  been  applied 
to  the  part.  The  child  lay  on  her  back,  dreading 
motion,  with  the  extremities  cold,  and  would  take 
nothing  but  milk,  which  I  allowed  plentifully,  and 
directed  finely-powered  starch  to  be  dusted  on  the  neck. 

On  the  21st,  I  found  matters  worse,  the  disease 
apreading  over  the  neck,  and  continuing  to  present  the 
•ame  appearances.  There  was  a  red  spot  on  the  noae, 
«nd  also  on  one  of  her  fingers;  the  stools  had  again 
become  unnatural  and  slimy.  I  directed  a  little  port 
wine  to  be  given,  and  as  much  milk  as  she  chose  to 
drink. 

On  the  22nd,  it  had  spread  all  over  the  upper  part  of 
the  backj  and  over  the  left  scapula,  where  there  were 
Ik  few  blackish  spots  like  gangrene,  and  the  stench  was 
▼ery  unpleasant.  The  redneaa  appeared  to  extend  in 
the  ArU  instance,  serum  being  then  uniformly  and 
rapidly  efiiised  under  the  cuticle.  There  was  no  heat 
not  swelling  of  the  affected  parts;  the  bowels  were 
more  natural. 

She  continued  perfectly  conscious  to  the  last,  and 
her  death  on  the  2drd  was  hailed  by  her  parents  as  a 
deliverance  from  suffering.  The  emaciaiion  was  ex- 
treme, and  the  body  looked  exactly  as  if  the  child  had 
been  dipped  rajcalding  water j  the  cuticle  being  entirely 
separated  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  nates.  The 
Appearances  and  smell  whioh  I  had  thought  to  indicate 
gangrene,  were,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  gone. 

I  felt  extremely  at  a  loss  what  diagnosis  to  make 
of  this  disease.  To  erysap^as  it  bore  no  resemblance, 
particularly  in  that  the  entire  part  affected  continued 
discharging  serum  to  the  last  And  I  may  add,  that 
two  practitioners,  of  extensive  experience,  ,to  whom  I 
ahowed  the  case,  were  equally  unable  to  assist  me  in 
forming  an  opinion. 


.t  .♦«« 


DISCOVERY  OF  A  SEW  AliiM^JlBMTM^ 
AG£NT  MORE  EFFICIENT  THAN  SUJU< 
PHURIC  J&THER.  .    .._ 

Ey  J..Y.  Sucpsotr,  M.D.,  IVol^nor  of  UidfHSmf  m 
the  Uttivtnityof  Edinbiuigk*  Pbyaiciaa  Acoonchow 
to  Her  Mi^y  in  ScotUnd»  4c. 

At  the  first  Winter  Meeting  of  the  Medtco-OUrar- 
gical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  hdd  on  the  lOUi  *eC 
November  last,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  di^tia^ 
the  attention  of  the  members  to  a  new  agent  wbicfe^I 
had  been  using  for  some  time  previously,  for  the  p|^« 
poee  of  producing  iniensibility  to  pain  in  mrgicai  avd 
obatQtric  practice.  j   •..,., 

This  new  ana^thetic  ageqt  i«  chlorofonn*  ^Im* 
formyle,  or  perchloride  of  formyk.*  Us  eoflspaaiCM. 
ia  exprened  by  the  chemical  formnla,  CaH01t.>  It 
can  be  procured  byvarioua  procoMCs,  as  by 
milk  of  lime  or  an  aqueoos  aolution  of  caustic 
act  upon  chloral;  by  distilling  alcohol,  pyroxyUe 
spirit,  or  acetone  with  chloride  of  lime ;  by  leading  a 
stream  of  chlorine  gas  into  a  solution  of  caustic  potass 
in  spirit  of  wioe«  dec.  The  resulting  c)ilorofon|i 
obtained  by  these  processes  is  a  heavy,  clear,  transpsieiit 
liquid,  with  a  specific  gravity  as  high  as  1.480.  .  It.^ 
not  iuflammable.  It  evaporates  readily  and  boils  «|t 
lil*'.  It  possesses  an  agreeable,  fragrant,  fmit-Ulm 
odour,  and  a  sacharine  pleasant  taste. 

As  an  inhaled  anesthetic  agent  it  possesses,  I 
believe,  all  the  advantages  of  sulphuric  sether,  without 
its  principal  disadvantages  :-— 

1.  A  greatly  less  quantity  of  chloroform  than  of 
sether  is  requisite  to  produce  the  snassthetic  effec^; 
usually  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  djnofis 
of  chloroform  only,  being  sufficient^  and  with  Bome 
patients  much  less.  I  have  seen  a  strong  person. 
dered  completely  insensible  by  six  or  seven  inspirati< 
of  thirty  drops  only  of  the  liquid. 

2.  Its  action  is  much  more  rapid  and  complete,  and 
generally  more  pernstent.    I  have  almost  always  seca 

from  ten  to  twenty  iaspirations  suffice;  sometimes 

>    » •■ 

fewer.    Hence  the  time  of  the  surgeon  is  saved :  and 

•  'I 

y  that  preliminary  stage  of  excitement,  which  per^^ 
to  all  narcotizing  agents,  being  curtailed  or  iada|j^ 
practically  abolished,  the  patient  has  not  the  same 
degree  of  tendency  to  exhilaration  and  talking*        . .  ^ 

3.  Most  of  those  who  know  from  previoas 
the  sensations  produced  by  isther*inliaUtionj  and 
have   sabseqaeatiy  breathed   the   cbloiofoifls» 
strongly   declared  the  inhalation   and   faflasace  ^of 


1  ■■•■»■    n 


*  In  Butkiag  a  variety  of  experioieBtt  npon  the  iabalAtlMi 
<)f  different  volatile  cbeailcal  liquids,  I  have,  in  additioato 
perchloride  of  formyle,  breathed  chloride  of  h/dnx^ucboa, 

;  acetone,  nitrate  of  oxide  of  etbyle,  benziu,  t6e  fptih 
of  idoform,  do.  I  may  probablf  take  eoother  opposmall^ 
of  describing  the  results.  It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  leoHuk, 
that  in  performing  bis  experiments  upon  Inhalatioa.  Sir 
Bumphrey  Davy  cbnfined  bis  attention  to  th^  1n«pInflRih 
of  gasste,  and  doles  not  seem  to  have  breathed  the  vi 

I  of  any  volatile  liquids. 
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t»  be  far  mun~Hin9M9  Md  pletMoi 
b(  atlier. 

^4vi#^belMfe  lb«t»  cdntideriag  the  aaell  quantitf 
nqufaite,  at  compared  with  atber*  the  aw  of  dikaro- 
form  will  be  leu  expensiTe  than  that  of  »ther,  more 
especially  as  there  is  erek^  prospect  that  the  means  of 
fJAUi^g  h'maj  ht  simplified  and  cheapeoed. 

5.  Its  perfume  is  not  dnpleasant,  but  the  reverse; 
tafi  |he  odoar  of  it  does  not  remain  for  any  length 
oC  time  obstinately  attached  to  the  clothes  of  the 
•meftdant^  or  exhaling  in  a  disagreeable  form  from 
tlia^  Uiags  of  the  patient,  as  so  generally  happens 
ultfi  anlphnric  SBtber. 

•fk  Beiilg  reqnhred  in  much  less  quantity,  it  is  much 
BM^  portable  and  transmissible  than  sulphuric  mtber. 

'^V, '  No  special  lind  of  inhaler  or  instrnment  is 
necessary  for  its  exhibition.  A  little  Of  the  liquid 
cfiinised  upon  the  interior  of  a  hollow-shaped  sponge, 
or  a  pocket  handkerchief/br  a  piece  of  linen  or  paper, 
and  held  orer  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  so  as  to  be  folly 
inhaled,  generally  suffices  in  about  a  minute  or  two 
to  produce  the  desired  eflfect. 

'  I  bavo  bad  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  chloroform 
with  perfect  success  in  various  severe  surgical  opera- 
tiMM^  (removal  of  tumours,  of  necrosed  bone,  ampu- 
tations, &c.,  Ac.,)  and  in  topth-drawing,*  opening 
absceses,  Ac,  &c. ;  for  annnnlling  the  pain  of  dys- 
menorrhcea  and  of  netlralgia;  in  two  or  three  cases 
where  I  was  using  deep  and  otherwise  very  painful 
galvano'punctnre  for  the  treatment  of  ovarian  dropsy; 
and  in  removing  a  very  large  fibrous  tumour  from  the 
poaiefior  wall  of  the  uterus  by  enudeatlon,  &c.t 

I  bave  employed  it  also  in  obstetric  practice  with 
entire  succets.  The  lady  to  whom  it  was  first  exhibited 
daring  parturition,  had  been  previously  delivered  in  the 
country  by  perforation  of  the  head  of  the  infant,  after 
a  labour  of  three  days'  duration.  In  this,  her  second 
confinement,  pains  supervened  a  fortnight  before  the 
fiiU  time.  Three  hours  and  a  half  after  they  com- 
noBeed,  and  ere  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  was 
ceaipleted,  I  placed  her  under  the  influence  of  the 
cblbroftMrm,  by  moistening,  with  half  a  leaspoonfnl  of 
the  liquid,  a  pocket-handkerchief,  rolled  up  into  a< 
fdanel-sbape,  and  with  the  broad  or  open  end  of  the 

•  A  yovogdeBtist,  wbo  has  himself  had  two  teeth  extracted 
lately,  one  oader  the  inflaence  of  aether,  and  the  otbec 
naderthetDflDeoee  ofchlorofona,  writes  me  tlie  folio  wing 
aWasimt  of  tke  results :— About  six  months  ago  I  bad  an 
nppcr  molar  tooth  extracted  whilst  under  the  inflneDceof 
mther,  by  Mr.  Imlach.  The  inhalation  was  continoed  for 
several  nrimrtes  before  I  presented  the  asaal  appearaaceof 
eOilpIeSeiSBtlieriaatioa.  The  tooth  was  th«n  extf acted ;  and 
alrtnwgh  I  did  j>ot  feel  .the  least  pala,  yet  I  was  conscibos 
otAberOpearation  being  performed,  and  was  quite  aware 
wl^en  .the  crash  took  place.  Some  days  ago  I  required 
another  molar  extracted  on  account  of  tooUi-ache,  aad  tbi* 
operation  was  again  performed  by  the  same  gentleman,  f 
Inhaled  the  vapear  of  chloroform,  half  a  drachm  being 
poured  apon  a  handkerchief  for  that  purpose,  and  held  to 
my  nose  aad  mcoth.  Insensibility  took  place  in  a  few 
seconds :  bat  I  was  so  completely  imd  this  time,  that  I  was 
not  in  the  very  slightest  degree  aware  of  aaytblog  that  took 


fwinel  placod  over  hof^moutb  and  nostiils.  In  conse* 
qoeace  of  the  evaporaHon  of  the  fluid,  it  waa  obco 
more  renewed  in  about  ten  or  twelve  minutes;  The 
[Child  wat  expelled  io  about  twenty-five  minutes  after 
;the  inhalatioD  waa  begun;  the  mother  subsequently 
^remained  longer  soporose  than  commonly  happen  a 
ajRee  mther.  The  aqualling  of  the  child  did  not,  aa 
iueaal,  ronae  her,  and  aome  minutes  elapsed  after  the 
placenta  was  expelled,  and  after  the  child  was  removed 
by  the  nnrse  into  another  room,  before  the  patient, 
awoke.  She  then  tttmed  ronnd  and  observed  ;to  me 
that  she  had  **  enjoyed  a  very  comfortable  sleep,  and 
'indeed  required  it,  aa  she  was  so  ttred,{  but  would  now 
be  more  able  for  the  work  before  her.*'  I  evaded 
entering  into  conversation  with  her,  believing,  as  I  do» 
that  the  moat  complete  possible  quietude  forms  one  of 
the  principal  secrets  for  the  successful  employment  of 
either  mther  or  chloroform.  In  a  little  time  she  again 
remarked  that  she  was  afraid  her  "  sleep  had  stopped 
the  pains."  Shortly  afterwards  her  infant  was  brought 
in  by  the  nnrse  from  the  adjoining  room,  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  no  small  difficulty  to  convince  the  astonished 
mother  that  the  labour  waa  entirely  over,  and  that  the 
child  presented  to  her  was  really  her  *'  own  living  baby.'* 
Perhaps  I  may  be  excused  from  adding,  that  since 
publishing  on  the  subject  of  lether-inhalation  in  mid* 
wi/ery,  seven  or  eight  months  ago,§  and  then  for  the 
firat  time  directing  the  attention  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  its  great  use  and  importance  in  natural  and 
morbid  parturition,  I  bave  employed  it»  with  few  and 
rare  exceptions,  in  every  CaaC  of  labour  that  I  have 
attended,  and  with  the  most  delightful  results,  and 
I  have  no  donbt  wb:  tever  that  some  years  hence  the 
practice  will  begenenU.  Obstetricians  may  oppose  it,  but 
I  believe  our  patienta  themaelves  will  force  the  use  off 
it  upon  the  profesaion.|{  I  have  never  had  the  pleasure 
of  watching  over  a  series  of  better  and  more  raphi 
recoveriee,  nor  once  witneased  any  disagreeable  result 
foUow  to  either  mother  or  child,  whilst  I  have  now  seen 
an  immenae  amount  of  maternal  pain  and  agony  saved 
byiu  employment ;  and  I  most  conscientiously  believe» 
that  the  proud  mission  of  the  physician  is  distinctly. 
twofold*-namely,  to  alleviate  human  suffering,  as  well 
as  preserve  human  life. 

place  ;  the  subsequent  stupifylng  effects  of  the  chloroform 
went  off  mora  npidly  than  those  of  the  aether;  and  I  whs 
perfectly  well  and  able  again  for  my  work  in  a  few  minntes.** 

i  I  hare  now  exhibited  the  chloroform  to  a  large  number 
of  inAtidnals,  and  in  not  one  has  the  slightest  bad  effect  of 
any  kind  resulted. 

t  In  consequence  of  extreme  anxiety  at  the  nnfortanate 
result  of  her  previous  coaflaement,  she  bad  slept  Httle  or 
none  for  one  oe  two  nights  preoedisg  the  commencemeai 
of  her  present  accouchement. 

'  I  See  "Monthly  /ofimal  of  Medical  8cienee,*'for  Pebr., 
p.  9»i  for  Mareb,  p.  718,  and  7»it  te* 

U  I  am  told  that  the  London  physicians,  with  two  or  three 
exceptions  only,  have  ne? er  yet  employed  vther- inhalation 
in  midwifery  practice.  Three  weeks  ago  ^  was  laformed 
in  a  letter  from  Professor  Montgomery,  of  Dublin,  that  he 
believed  that  la  that  city,  up  to  that  4ate,  it  h^d  not  been 
used  in  a  single  ease  of  labour. 
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•  In  toaic  rMiArk»  wUcb  4  pnbKihcd  in  tin  Ite/MIr 
J<mmai  qf  MedHtii  ^aMet,  for  SoptocnW,  1847, 
relative  to  the  cooditloBt  for  iaturinff  tueoeMAil 
aBtheritttioD  in  rargeiyrl  ^ook  oocuioa  to  insist  ttpon 
Um  tiireo  folloirinf  Isadin^  points  s*-**  FIrH,  the  pattent 
Ottght  to  be  left,  as  far  as  possible,  in  a  stsite  of  ab^tlfetS 
quietude  and  freedom  from  mentsl  excitement,  1>olb'' 
during  tbe  induction  of  stberication  and  during  h^s 
recovery  from  itr  All  talking  and  all  questioning 
sbould  be  strictly  probibited.  In  tbas  way  any  tendeni^y 
to  excitement  is  escbewed«  and  the  proper  effect  of  tbe 
SBtber-inbalation  more  speedily  and  oerlainly  iaducedt 
SteomUyt  with  the  same  view,  the  prima^  stsftsi^; 
ezhilaration  should  be  entirely  aroided«  or  at  least 
reduced  to  tbe  shortest  possible  limit,  by  impregnating 
the  respired  air  as  fully  with  the  sther-vapour  u  the 
patient  can  beari  and  by  allowing  it  to  pass  into  the 
lungs  both  by  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  so  as  rapidly 
and  at  once  to  induce  its  complete  and  ansstbetic 
effect,  *  *  *  a  very  common  but  certainly  a  very 
unpardonable  error  being  to  exhibit  an  imperfect  and 
exciting,  instead  of  a  perfect  and  narcotizing,  dose  oi 
the  vapour.  Many  of  the  alleged  failures  and  misad« 
ventures  are  doubtless  entirely  attributable  to  the 
neglect  of  this  simple  ru]e,"-*not  the  principle  of 
setberization,  but  the  mode  of  putting  it  in  practice 
being  altogether  to  blame.  But,  thirdly,  whatever' 
means  or  mode  of  etherization  is  adopted,  the  most 
important  of  the  conditions  required  for  procuring  a 
satisfactory  and  successful  result  from  its  employment 
in  surgery,  consists  in  obstinately  determining  to  avoid 
the  commencement  of  the  operation  itself,  and  never 
venturing  to  apply  the  knife  until  tbe  patient  is  under 
the  full  influence  of  the  sther-vapour,  and  thartmykfy 
and  indubiMfy  toporized  by  it." 

In  fulfilling  all  these  indications,  tbe  employment  of 
chloroform  evidently  offers  great  and  decided  advan- 
tages in  rapidity,  facility,  and  efllciency  over  the 
employment  of  ether.  When  used  for  surgical  pur- 
poses, I  would  advise  it  to  be  given  upon  a  handker* 
chief,  gathered  up  into  a  cup-Uke  form  in  the  hand  of 
the  exhibitor,  and  the  open  end  of  the  cup  placed  over 
the  nose  and  mouth  of  tbe  patient  $  for  the  first  inspi« 
ration  or  two  it  sbould  be  held  at  the  distance  of  half  an 
inch  or  »o  from  the  face,  and  then  more  and  more  closely 
applied  to  it.  To  ensure  a  full  and  perfect  anaesthetic 
effect, — more  especially  when  tbe  operation  is  to  be 
severe,— a  teaspoonful  or  two  of  the  chl<^oform  should 
at  once  be  placed  upon  the  hollow  of  the  handkerchief, 
aad  immediately  held  to  the  face  of  the  patient. 
Generally  a  state  of  snoring  sleep  very  speedily  super- 
venes,  and  when  it  does  so,  it  is  a  perfect  test  of  the 
•nperinduction  of  complete  insensibility.  But  many 
pelienu  are  perfectly  ansesthetic  without  thissymptom. 
As  illustratious  of  the  influence  of  this  new 
anesthetic  agent,  I  will  select  and  append  notes  of 
two  operations  performed  with  it  on  Friday  last  by 


Pntfsasor  Miller,  the  AcBt.ia  the-Aofal 
tbe  other  in  private  praistiqe.,  •  XVe  iwtea  and 
are  in  Mr.  Miller's  own  words. 


Casb  I. 

« .     »  ■ . .  .  • 

•  '*  A  boy,  four  or  five  years  old,  with  necrosis  of  om 
pf  the  bones  of  the  fore-arm.    Could  speak  nothing 
but  Gaelic.    No  means,  con)wquently,  of  explaiaiag  to 
iiim  what  he  was  required  to  do. '  On  holding  a  band- ' 
kerchief,  on  which  some  chloroform  had  been  sprtoldeidy 
to  his  face,  he  became  frightened,  and  wrestled  to  be* 
away.    He  was  held  gently,  however,'  by  Dr.  Simpeoa» 
and  obliged  to  inhale.    After  a  few  inspirations  he 
ceased  to  cry  <>r  move,  and  fell  intb  a  sound  snoring 
sleep.    A  deep  incision  was  now  made  down  to  tbeu 
diseased  bone  ;  and,  by  the  use  of  the  forceps^  neaffy 
the  whole  of  the  radius,  in  the  state  of  seqoestmoi^ 
was  extracted.    During  this  operation,  and  the  snbee« 
quent  examination  of  the  wound  by  the  finger,  nol  1^ 
slightest  evidence  of  the  suffering  of  pain  was  given. 
He  still  slept  on  soundly,  and  was  carried  back  to  hii 
ward  in  that  state.  Half  an  hour  afterwards  he  was  found  - 
in  bed,  like  a  child  newly  awakened  from  a  refreshing 
sleep,  with  a  clear  merry  eye,  and  placid  expression  of 
countenance,  wholly  unlike  what  is  found  to  obtain 
after  ordinary  etherization.    On  being  questioned  by  a 
Gaelic  interpreter, (who  was  found  among  the  students^) , 
he  stated  that  he  had  never  felt  any  pain,  and  that  he  ^ 
felt  none  now.    On  being  shown  his  wounded  arm,  be  ' 
looked  much  surprised,  but  neither  cried  nor  otherwise 
expressed  the  slightest  alarm." 

Casi  II. 

"  A  young  lady  wished  to  have  a  tumour  (encysted,) 
dissected  out  <rom  beneath  the  angle  of  the  jaw.    Hie 
chloroform  was  used  in  small  quantity,  sprinkled  upon 
a  common  operation  sponge.    In  considerably  less  than 
a  minute  she  was  sound  asleep,  sitting  easily  in  a  chair, 
with  her  eyes  shut,  and  with  her  ordinary  ezpressioii 
of  countenance.    The  tumour  was  extirpated,  and  a  ' 
stitch  inserted,  without  sny  pain  having  been  either  ' 
shown  or  felt    Her  sensations,  throughout,  as  she 
subsequently  stated,  had  been  of  the  most  pleaaii|g 
nature;  and  her  manageableness  during  the  operatioa  • 
was  as  perfect  as  if  she  bad  been  a  wax  doll  or  a  Isy 
figure. 

'*  No  sickness,  vomiting,  headache,  salivation,  uneaai<- 
ness  of  chest,  in  either  of  the  cases.  Once  or  twice  a 
tickling  cough  took  place  in  the  first  breathings." 

*  My  assistant,  Dr.  Duncan,  who  exhibited  the 
chloroform  to  this  last  patient,  informs  me  that  about 
a  drachm  of  the  liquid  was  used. 


*  Professor  Dumas,  of  Paris,  Hr.  Milne  Edwards j  Dr, 
ChilstisoOf  Sir  Georg'e  BaliingatI,  and  t  large  collectloa  of 
professloaal  geDtlemen  and  sindenu  witnessed  this  opetm- 
tlOQ,  and  two  others  performed  with  similar  sueoess^  by 
Professor  Miller  and  Dr.  Duncan. 


Edinburgh,  November  15, 1847. 
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CA8BS  FROM  F*IVATE   PRACTI0E.1 

By  John  Richard  Waadkll,  M.D.,  Edia.; 

tiAte  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Phjsical  and  Hanterian  Medi- 
cal Societies,  Assistant  Pathologist  In  the  Royal  Infir- 
mujt  Edinburgh,  dc.  Ac. 

{Continued  fr&m  page  629  J 
Cask  IV. 

POISONING    BT     LAUDANUIC. 

J  ••    • 

Add  H  ^  j  aged  19,  maid-iemint  at  aD  idd,  of 
-*iaBgDino*pblegniatic  temperameDty  muscular  system 
well  dereloped,  bealtby-looklng  before  the  attack* 

This  morning,  No?emb«r  6th,  1845,  I  was  qu(ckly 


«mmoned,Stbetogwported  that  die  h«d  fallen  down    ^^\i  y^  ^.^^^  ^  ,,u.o«gh  .be  renuined 
u  •  fit.    Ob  unnl  I  found  her  laid  in  a  helpleia  and    ,^^^^  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  Interrogated  and  left  alone, 

yet  upon  questioos  being  put  sbe  answered  ratloDaUy* 
The  rubbing  andagiution  was  yet  persevered  io. 


W011I4  «ltunfttely  rMovwr  b«r  lost  soBMS^^Uiat  imk 
when  the  eCeols  of  tbo  drink  blUl  anbsidod. 

OppooiBg  Hhis  o^iiaioo,  and  being  borae  oat  in  it  by 
Mr.  Cole,  tbo  described  rtmodial  mensiires  were  eaer* 
get[plly  conttnned*— that  is,  sbe  was  trtnfed  for  Mr« 
cfk^lim,  though  no  further  light  had  yet  been  theowa 
upon  the  case.  After  some  time  a  low  and  indiflCinct 
muttering  was  at  interrals  elicited,  and  in  ha^  an  hoar 
from  this  her  cries  began  to  be  stronger  anc(  louder» 
when  she  began  to  struggle,  and  gave  eVidenco  of 
experiencing  pain  from  the  mustard  plasters.  In  the 
cOnrse  of  anothor  hour  she  partially  opened  her  eyes» 
knd  in  no  long  time  at  interrals  called  oat  for  her 
rtethfr     Soon  afterwards  she  manilestly  became  eon* 


prostrate  condition ;  countenance  looked  sunkeo  and 
congested;  pupils  dilated,  and  one  (the  right,)  of 
greater  diameter  than  the  other ;  had  romiced  about  the 
room,  and  the  ejected  matter  seemed  to  be  more  than 
lialf  a  pint,  and  emitted  a  strong  spirituous  odour ;  no 
bowel  complaint,  but  sickness  was  persistent  during 
the  first  half  hour,  after  which  she  sank  into  an 
alarmiDg  collapse ;  pulse  60,  of  tolerable  Tolome,  felt 
labouring  and  oppressed  to  the  touch.  The  inmates  of 
the  house  being  interrogated,  it  was  reported  that  she 
had  during  the  prerious  part  of  ber  servitude  (several 
aionths,)  always  manifested  cheerful  or  rather  buoyant 
vpirits.  No  particular  quarrel  or  disagreement  had 
taken  place  between  herself  and  mistress,  nor  with  any 
other  individual,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained.  }fw 
fdlow-servant  stated  that  she  had  that  morning  prose- 
cuted ber  wonted  avocations  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
iU>rdid  she  perceive  anything  unusual  either  in  her 
appearance  or  vivacity.  At  half-past  eight  o'clock  her 
mistress  ordered  her  to  clean  out  one  of  the  rooms,  to 
which  employment  she  repaired  with  her  accustomed 
alacrityl  Not  more  than  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes 
after  this  she  was  found  helplessly  reclining  in  an  arm- 
chair^  being  quite  unconscious  of  her  situation,  and 
was  carried  into  another  apartment,  in  which  I  first  saw 
her.  At  first  it  might  have  been  considered  a  fit,  from 
the  sudden  manner  in  which  her  illness  supervened,  but 
it  was  pretty  evident,  on  a  general  and  deliberate  view 
of  the  case,  there  were  far  greater  reasons  for  con- 
cluding that  poison  had  been  taken.  Mr.  Cole  regarded 
the  case  as  such,  and  in  his  opinion  I  fully  acquiesced. 
The  stomach-pump,  without  loss  of  time,  was  intro- 
duced, and  the  organ  washed  oat  two  or  three  times  with 
warm  water.  Sbe  was  now  carried  (being  quite  power- 
less,') to  a  warmed  bed,  hot  bottles  were  applied  to  the 
^feet,  fomentations  to  the  epigastrium,  sinapisms  to  the 
legs  and  along  the  region  of  the  spine;  other  parts  of  the 
-body  were  vigorously  rubbed  with  hot  flannels,  ammo- 
nia was  applied  to  the  nostrils  ;  flagellation,  shaking 
incessantly,  ftc,  were  also  had  recourse  to,  indeed  she 
was  never  allowed  for  a  moment  to  rest  quietly.  For 
jome  time  her  case  seemed  very  doubtful,  the  prostra- 
tion was  so  great. 

At  this  time  another  opinion  was  obtained  from 
4t  physician  of  considerable  information,  but  this 
gentleman  pronouDced  her  to  be  in  a  state  of  deep 
intozicatiooj  and  conceived  that  if  left  alone  she 


As  she  gradually  regained  her  intelligence,  it  was 
repeatedly  uked  what  she  had  taken,  yet  such  enquiries 
could  elicit  no  other  reply  than  the  monosyllable— "muir, 
and  she  persistingly  denied  baring  taken  any  descrip- 
tion of  pofson.  FVom  the  general  appearance  Of  the 
case,  and  a  deep  conviction  of  the  want  of  trath  in  this 
sutement,  I  determined  not  to  cease  in  my  questione 
until  she  made  a  true  confession.  At  length  she  saiil 
she  had  swallowed  laudanum,  with  an  intent  to  destroy, 
herself.  More  vigorous  enquiries  gave  the  informatioa . 
as  to  where  the  bottle  had  been  deposited.  From  the . 
accounts  of  herself,  as  well  as  the  statements  of  others« 
it  was  ascertoined  that  two  or  three  days  preriously 
her  mistress  had  procured  half  an  ounce  of  the  tincture 
of  opium  for  the  tooth-ache,  of  which  not  more  than 
a  few  drops  had  been  used  to  moisten  a  piece  of  lint. 
The  vial— a  four-drachm  one— was,  as  the  girl  told  as» 
plaeed  in  a  tumbler  glass,  on  a  shelf  in  the  bar  over 
the  spirit  kegs,  which  «n  being  produced  shewed  thai  • 
only  a  portion  of  iu  contenU  (not  half,  certainly^— say, 
a  hundred  drops,)  had  disappeared  since  the  previoas 
evening,  at  which  time  the  mistress  saw  the  bottle  full. 
The  patient  sUted  that  on  seeing  the  vial  she  took  it^ 
and  mixed  a  portion  of  the  poison  into  a  wine-glassful 
of  dry  rum,  which  she  quickly  swallowed,  and  then 
in  a  few  minutes  became  unconscious.  Hie  only 
reason  which  she  assigned  for  having  committed 
this  rash  act,  was  her  mistress  having  said  that 
after  Martinmas,  (the  period  at  whieh  servants  are  ^ 
,  hired  in  this  part  of  the  country,)  she  should  act.  as 
under-servant  to  the  other  maid  with  whom  she  had 
hitherto  been  placed  on  equality.  There  were  no  ;. 
circumstances  inferring  that  she  was  pregnant,  and  her  . 
character  was  that  of  being  a  strictly  rirtuous  giri.  It 
was  subsequently  ascertained,  that  on  one  or  two  occa« 
sions  not  long  before,  she  told  one  of  her  acquaintances 
that  sbe  bad  an  impression  ''she  should  die  soon,** 
although,  as  ab6ve  remarked,  she  was  not,  nor  had 
been,  of  melaacholy  mood.  After  having  folly  ooose 
to  herself,  some  bland  liqaids  and  the  foUowing  mfittafe 
were  ordertd-4— 

R.  Sp.  Ammon.  Co.,  dr.  ij ;  Mitt.  Camph.,  OS,  fiQ. 
Sit  mist.  Capt.,  oa  j.,  quarU  quaque  bora. 

r«<Mre.— b  much  better,  and  is  capaUe  of  being 


P0IS0NIN6  BY  LAUDANUM. 


to  hmvmwkamef  tvo  waUm  fUstaal  ift  the. 


7th.  Tbit  OMniiDf  it  daUand  tonewlMi  detpondingi 
wf^  t|»/pp0a^Wlt  «  siiU«n,  tacUnrnt^ »  bowels  open ; 
tm/gm  pKews  pvlee  iietiinU. 

.•Ml.  To-day  Um  regained  ber  wonted  epirits;  ne?er 
alhides  to  ber  indisposition,  and  is  in  erery  respect 

-  JM^c  this  she  entered  npon  another  sitaation,  and 
ilnoe  that  period  has  enjoyed  good  health,  and  been 
ift  every  respect  well. 

It  Is  not  without  being  fully  aware  that  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  poisoning,  that  by  opium  and  Its  preparations  is 
in^fbese  kingdoms  by  far  the  most  common,  and  when  it 
is  remembered  that  innnmerabie  cases  occor  which 
do  not  go  on  to  a  fatal  termination,  and  therefore  are 
unknown  to  all  save  the  few  indiriduals  amongst 
whom  they  happen,  the  total  number  of  instances  of 
polaoning  by  this  drug  annually  roust  be  rery  con- 
■idnnhle.  In  the  years  1837  and  1838,  no  less  than 
Id8  poESOtts  were  killed  by  it  in  England  and  Wales 
alone,*  being  nearly  two*thirds  of  the  fatal  cases 
ifsniting  Ironii  all  kinds  of  poisoning,  it  therefore 
Biilst  needs  be  far  too  common  to  present  anything 
of  BOfelty  to  the  reader,  if  merely  regarded  as  an 
otdinary  instance  of  the  kind ;  but  as  I  humbly  opine 
there  are  certain  considerations  of  more  than  uiual 
interest  associated  with  the  example  now  gi?eo,  it  has 
Oft  such  account  been  forwarded  to  these  columns. 
In  those  instances  which  are  connected  with  medico* 
legal  enquiries,  all  such  cases  as  appear  exceptional 
figwnipies  to  general  mles  are  particnlarly  eligible  for 
Mng  recorded  \  an  accnnulation  of  snch  data  as  ought 
feoni  tinie  to  time  be  collected,  would  thns  neees- 
sirlly  be  of  very  eminent  service  in  tending  to  the 
cMeet  determibation  of  judicial  questions,  and  might 
olbeasionally  lead  to  the  detection  and  punishment  of 
cHme,  or  remove  an  imputation  from  the  innocent. 

tVben  summoned  to  a  case  manifesting  the  symptoms 
of  narcotic  poisoning,  there  are  not  unfrequently  per- 
plexing appearances  and  even  the  best  informed  of  our 
profession  have  at  times  erred,  in  arriving  at  a  wrong 
diignoils,  because  sncti  an  instance  might  simulate 
oditridiseases,  and  other  diseases  liken  this  affec- 
tlDn.  An  error  of  this  kind  Is  most  likely  to  occur 
n/bm  there  Is  no  clue  t6  conduct  the  practitionier 
into  a  right  way  of  viewing  the  case  beneath  his 
notice.  A  correct  detail  of  such  particulars  as  might 
be  elucidated  from  those  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
previous  history  of  the  patient,  together  with  all  the 
ooUateral  information  which  could  be  gained  at  the 
Biomen^  ought  to  receive  the  most  scmpnlous  attention  i 
md  will  be  fonnd  of  paramonnt  importance  in  assist 
i^f  no  in  arriving aithe  proper  condnskin. 

On  a  perusal  of  the  above  case,  however,  it  will  be 
<*iwrvn<l^  that  tbfSrewMwerylittleofnoMd  to  be  derived 
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from  dwdeposttionsiof  1 

herwlf  comntttted  the  rash  act.  No  fanlt  had  bona 
foond  with  regard  to  her  previous  oondnct ;  no  vesMl- 
was  discoverable  that  contained  any  dekt^ona  mat|v9> 
indeed  no  conclusion  whatever  eoold  tbaaba^jOBietft  ai- 
•explicable  of  the  matter.  Blr.  CoJc^  in  vbose  practice 
the  case  oocurred,  first  saw  the  patient,  and  be  very 
correctly  deemed  it  a  case  of  poisoning,  and  not  n^ 
fit,  as  many  of  tiie  surrounding  ped^  (not  w^tliont 
somewhat  plausible  reasons,  owing  ur  the  tndflenesn 
of  the  stuck,  which  certainly  gave  some  colooring^  to 
such  suppodtion,)  considered  it  to  be.  By  the  comatose' 
symptoms  supervening  with  so  much  celerity,  apoplexw 
was  not  a  little  resembled ;  and  as  regards  the  sick* 

•    •  •  - 

ness,  we  know  that  vomiting  veiy  often  occurs  during  tlie 
apoplectic  seizure.  But  apoplexy  is  more  liable  to  come 
on  in  those  advanced  in  life,  and,  notwithstanding  there 
have  been  gurls  at  this  age  who  have  died  ef  apoplexy, 
yet  snch  cases  are  of  very  rare  occurrenoo— the  mere 
exceptions  to  a  general  rule.  There  is  not  mach  risk  of 
mistake  with  epilepsy;  in  the  epileptic  paroxysm 
there  arises  much  more  tonic  convulsive  agitation  of 
the  limbs ;  there  is  foaming  at  the  mouth,  a  rigidity 
instead  of  flaccidity  of  the  musclei,  the  convnlHons 
ceue^  and  during  the  intermiisibns  the  lividity  of  tke 
countenance,  etc.,  disappear,  until  the  return  of 
another  paroxysm.  Now,  under  the  influence  oC 
narcotic  poisoning  the  facial  congestion  does  not 
alternately  go  and  return ;  poisoning  by  optnniy  how- 
ever, has  been  regarded  and  treated  as  epilepay,  bet 
the  'mistake  is  much  more  liable  to  be  made  wfaere- 
pruBsic  acid  has  been  the  noxious  agent  employed*. 

The  states  then  which  may  be  mbtaken  for  this  kind 
of  poisoning  are  apoplexy,  deep  drunkenness,  and 
sometimes  (though  this  has  seldom  been  the  case,) 
epilepiy. 

It  is  reported  that  a  strong  spirituous  odour  waa- 
emitted  from  the  ejected  matters ;  was  it  then  def  p 
intoxication  ?  An  extreme  degree  of  drunkenueis  baa- 
been  treated  as  poisoning,  and  conversely,  cases  of 
poisoning  regarded  merely  as  drunkenness.  In  tfiia 
example  it  wai  very  conclusive  that  rum  bad  been 
drunk,  but  in  what  quantity  wu  then  unknown,  and 
from  being  thus  satisfied  that  spirit  hid  been  taken, 
such  fact  was  not  a  little  likely  to  mislead  and  allure 
'  the  practitioner  from  the  real  cause  of  the  aifectioa* 
The  physician  who  wu  called  in,  as  mentioned  in  the 
case,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was  powerfnl 
Inebriety,  chiefly  from  the  consideration  of  the  indn* 
bitable  evidence  that  liquor  had  been  taken.  Now,  if 
it  bad  bees  drnnkenness,  this  state  tA,  helpless  pfon* 
tration  could  not  possibly  have  come  on  so  soofi  ae 
in  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes,  and  that  it  did  super* 
vene  thns  rapidly  there  was  unquestionable  procif, 
because  In  no  longer  time  preriously  she  bad  been 
seen   prosecuting   ber   usual  duties.   Again 
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tonttej  to  freelj,  at  maniftetted  by  ike  '^adforis 
scatttred  OTcr  th«  floor,  one  ulfkt  haTe  rappoaed  that 
the  whole  or  inoit  of  the  spirit  would  hare  been 
eipeDed  rpcNiii  the  stomach ;  besides  the  liiidity  of  the 
conntenaiice,  the  decIensioB  of  temperature,  and  other 
■ymptoms,  presented  more  the  featured  of  poiUbtkioi: 
4han  ^nkenness.  ''Intoxication,"  sajrMr.  lliylbr 
in  Ills  excellent^ work,  **  has  been  considered  to  retard 
the  ^operation  of  opiam.  Obserralions  of  this  kind 
sinst  of  course  he  accidental,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
anflbaent  member  of  cases  reported  of  narcotic  poisoning 
under  these  circumatances  to  Justify  a  decided  opinion 
Oft  thOi  .point.  It  was  observed  of  a  person  who  bad 
•wallowed  a  strong  doee  of  opium  while  partially 
itttoiloated,  that  the  symptoms  were  some  hours 
before  they  were  manifested.  Perhaps,  strictly  speaking, 
the  symptoms  in*  Aese  cases  are  masked.^'* 

The  retardation  of  the  operation  of  the  drug  by  being 
taken  with  intoxieatihg  liquors  will  erhieatly  depend 
npon  the  QVANrrrT  of  the  latter  which  may  be  drunk ; 
if  only  a  small  portion,  why  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  such 
would  act  as  a  stimulant,  and  consequently  counteract 
the  effects  of  the  poison;  but  when  much  liquor 
has  been  simultaneously  awallowedt  instead  of  acting 
as  a  stimulant,  it  would  rather  prore  a  sedative,  and 
.thus  fiarour  more  than  oppose  the  effects  produced 
by  the  poison,  beeause  we  know  that  all  descriptions 
of  stimnlaols  only  stimulate  to  a  certain  degree,  and 
beyond  this  point  they  become  sedatives.  Moderate 
cold  stimulates;  when  ezcesstre  it  is  a  aedative,  pro- 
ducing sleep,  coiMy  or  de#th.  Stimulants  are  those 
agents  which  operate  by  acceleratiog  the  actions  of 
a  living  part,  which  are  chiefly  manliest  by  heightening 
4he  circulatory  function.  Now,  when  such  agents  are 
particularly  appteed  to  the  vital  organs,  properly  so 
called,  the  vascular  functions  of  those  oigans  are  first 
conaideralily  increased,  and  precisely  commensurate 
with  this  anormal  increase  of  action,  follows  a  declension 
of  power ;  and  thus  we  see  that  this  sequel  must  depend 
upon  the  power  of  the  first  cause.  Increase  of  action, 
t^t9t§m»  can  on^  be  rendered  excessive  to  a  certain 
folft,  alter  which  it  declines,  and  the  eifects,  as  already 
ua4f  are  proportional  to  the  extent  of  the  agent  or 
agents  which  thus  operate  upon  our  frames. 

In  the  instance  ot  this  girl,  only  from  one  to  two  wine- 
glissf  uls  of  neat  mm  had  been  taken,  and  in  the  sickness 
n  great  portion  must  have  been  vomited ;  it  is  therefore 
fair  to  conclude  that  the  spirit  could  not  have  had  con- 
aiderable  effect  in  the  induction  of  any  particular 
reaults^  and  certainly  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  liquor  would,  according  to  the  views  now  given, 
tend  to  avert  more  than  accelerate  the  hypnotic 
qualitiea  of  the  poison,  because  the  portion  retained 
must  have  rather  stimulated  than  otherwise.  It  is  of 
paramount  importance,  then,  in  all  cases  where  spuit 

*  Taylor*s  **  Manual  of  Medical  Jorispndeaee,**page  SS« 


haft  been  ewaUowedalo^g  with  a  ftaroecte  poMMVI^ 
know,  if  poasflite,  the  qoalittty  of  Hqvor  dMink,  »wsiiie 
with  the  possession  of  such  information  oor  femundliflt 
be  in  some  degree  allayed,  or  we  might  then  beeMM 
uio^. accurately  aware  of  the  real  extent  of  the  danger* 
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Tai  AfTiNTXON  or  jevkbt  MsMsm  or 

PBOVmciilL     AaflOCtlTION     it     UAMMlUHt»T 
QUK8TBD    TO  THE    POLLOWINa   PbOPOBITIOK  :— la 

our  leadiog  article  for  the  number  of  the 
Journal  issued  on  the  94th  of  March  la  ^tha 
presfent  year,  en  tht  resuU$  of  medieai  treaifitilitp 
reference  was  made  to  a  plan  euggetted  WfMi. 
Hunt,  of  Herne  Bay,  for  the  Inrprorenent  of 
medical  science  ;  and  notice  was  given  Ufaat'  "'-k 
series  of  questions  would  shortly  be  addressied  tb 
each  member,  touching  bis  professional  ezperU 
ence  on  various  practical  subjects." 

The  first  subject  selected  for  these  enqutriesr^ 
is  the  Medicinal  Ae(i<m  o/Jrstnie,  a  powerful  and 
active  mineral^  concerning  the  effects  of  which 
the  profession  appeam  to  be  much  divided  lit 
opinion.  There  is  reason  to  beliere  that  cert«ili 
formidable  diseases  which  will  yield  to  no  ot&er 
remedy,  may  be  destroyed  by  arsenic  oarefUly 
administered.  It  is  known,  however,  that  mali^ 
practitioners;  conceiving  it  to  be  a  dangerooi 
remedy,  from  motives  of  caution  abstain  alM^ 
gether  from  its  use,  and  that  others  adminhiter 
it  sparingly  and  timidly,  partly  from  an  impem 
feet  acquaintance  with  its  action  on  the  humWi 
qrstem,  and  partly  from  doubts  of  the  preprlety 
of  having  recourse  freely  to  the  use  of  a  r«dc 
poison,  the  eff<ects  of  whi/bh  have  become  « 
question  of  controversy.  With  a  view  to  collect 
all  the  information  which  the  experience  of 
'  practical  men  can  furnish,  in  order  that  by  cem<« 
paring  and  arranging  the  facts  so  collected,  the 
controverted  points  may  be  examined,  and  If 
possible,  satisfactorily  explained  and  adjusted, 
each  m^uber  of  the  Association  is  particttlarl)r 
requested  to  furnish  replies  to  the  following 
series  of  questions.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
fhey  relate  only  to  the /ac/«  which  havft  attracted 
the  observation  of  the  membert,-«not  to  tite 
inference*  whidi  they  may  respeetiveljr  hai% 
drawn  from  theee*  facts,  and  it  Is  earnest 
hoped  that  no  member  wiH  refase  prompt  coflK. 
pliance  with  a  request  which  it  will  be  pisreeitM 
is  addressed  to  each  one  by  €h<e  special  san^elioa 
of  the  CounciL 
The  object  of  the  questions  is  to  obtain  the 
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iwultt  of  ^9  wpeiimee  of  pnetical  mob;  irfap 
laraaot  aocustoaiod  to  fHiblith  tboiv  caMtt  W 
fk  is  not  ittloikded  to  ti^  bore.  So  soon  ^ao^ftU 
:tko  Mtmbon  hoTO  retpoik4od>  tko  £ul8  will  be 
lacnmged  ttotiaUadly,  mi4  tMn.  eonip«ro4  wUh 
.oU  tiM  anthonUc  reeordt  of  Uio  •Amo^deeenplipii 
trliich  eon  be  gftthered  ftrom  troftiiees  or  arti^)e^ 
already  priotod,— the  whole  to  form  the  «nhj^ 
of  en  ei8«7  which  will  uliimetely  appear  in  onto 
oi^  the  Society's  publications,  and  which  it  is 
bope^  cannot  fail  tp  be  in  lome  de^^ree  instructive 
to  the  profession.  It  is  respectfully  submitted 
that  greater  certainty  will  be  obtained  if  men»> 
bers  carefully  abstain  from  all  statements  which 
are  not  either  to  be  found  in  their  note  booU^ 
or  distineify  imprinted  on  their  memories. 

Questions. 

1.  In  how  many  cases  have  you  had  an  oppor* 
Innity  of  watching  the  internal  administration  of 
arsenic  in  medicinal  doses  ? 

8.  Did  you  ever  see  a  case  in  which  arsenic 

so  administered,  proved  fatal;  and  if  so,  what 

<are  the  proofs  that  the  death  of  the  patient  was 

caused  by  arsenic ;  and  what  dose  was  adminis- 

tored  and  how  often  ? 

.  3.  Have  you  any  proofs,  that  under  your  own 
observation,  arsenic  has  ever,  in  medicinal 
doses  proved  seriously  or  permanently  detri- 
^mental  to  the  health  ?  If  so,  state  the  symp'r 
toms,  and  mention  the  facts  which  prove  that 
arsenic  was  the  injurious  agent. 
'  4.  Did  you  ever  see  it  administered  without 
producing  any  apparent  effect  on  the  system, 
and  if  so,  in  .what  dose,  and  how  long  was  it 
persisted  in  ? 

S,  In  what  disease  or  diseases  have  you  seen 
arsenic  useful,  and  to  what  extent?  What 
proofs  can  you  give  of  its  efficiency  ? 

«,  Irrespective  of  its  therapeutic  efficacy, 
what  effects  have  yon  observed  to  result  from 
the  medicinal  use  of  arsenic  ?  And  what  proofs 
can  yoii  adduce  that  these  effects  were  real— not 
imaginary  f 

7.  Is  there  any  one  symptom  (or  more)  which 
you  have  found  invariably  resulting  from  its 
exhibition ;  and  what  symptom  or  symptoms  ? 


a  full  stomach  or  fasting;  whotber  in  inoroaaiag». 
deeroasing,  or  uniform  doses;  whether  alone» 
or  in  combination ;  whether  in  l^p^tal  or  private 
practice. 

11..  What  proof  can  you  offer  tha^  the  propara* 
tion  you  have  used  was  pure  f  *  ' 

12.  Have  you  used  arsenic '  externslly  ^  Iir 
how  many  cases,  and  in  what  diseases;  and 
with  what  effect,  local  and  constitutional  ? 

13.  Can  you  refer  to  any  valuable  papers  or 
treatises  on  the  medicinal  use  of  arsenic/  V&icb 
may  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  this  enquiry  ? 

14.  Can  you  mention  any  facts  of  interest 
occurring  under  your  own  eye,  connected^  wHh 
the  subject,  not  referred  to  in  these  questions  ^ 

To  prevent  the  trouble  of  unnecessary  repo« 
tilion,  iUis  proposed  that  the  answers  be  returned 
according  to  the  order  of  the  questions » — thus; 
for  example—- 

Question  1.— ^Immmt,  "  In  50  esses,"  (moieor  less.) 
Question  2. Amwtr,  "  Never;  or  three  times,  vis.", 

&c.,  (as  the  case  may  be.) 
Question  3.— ulnnocr,  "No  proofs,  or,  in  one  instancy 

permanent ,"  (as  the  case  may  be.) 

Question  4. Antwtr^  "Never;"  (as the casemaybeO 

Question  5.— -*^n9«r,"In  10  cases  of  intermittent 

fever,  in  20  cases  of  cuUneons  disease,  in  10  of 

nenralgia,  ftc,  Ac,  concisely  mmmtrttHng  the  casei^ 

and  citing  the  pro^a  of  its  eftcacy. 

Those  proofs  will  be  deemed  most  satis* 
factory,  of  course,  in  which  the  nedicina  has 
been  exhibited  alone  unoombined;  and  those 
especially  in  which,  by  intermitting  the  medi* 
cine  for  a  time,  the  disease  having  been  oheokod« 
has  been  observed  to  return,  and  has  again  and 
again  been  checked  by  resuming  the  medicine. 

It  is  likewise  requested  that  the  answers 
may  be  returned,  as  far  as  possible,  numenco^, 
(not  in  general  terms,)  so  that  they  may  be 
arranged,  collated,  and  compared  in  a  tabular 
form. 


It  is  hoped  that  every  member  will  retwra  bis- 

answers  to  the  questions  here  proposed,  on  or 

before  the  Ist  of  January,  1848,  addressed  to 

8.  Have  you  noticed  much  variableness  in  its  M  ^^™*>  Hunt,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Heme  Bay,  Kent^ 

A  9  ■  a  A    mm  *  I 


-action   in   different  cases,    or    the  contrary? 


Hayc  you  observed  its  effects  modified  by  age, 
isai»  or  idiosyncrasy  ;  and  to  what  extent  ? 
:  0.  Stote  generaUy  the  e&i^dUimu  which  have 
guided  you  in  the  administration  of  arsenic,; 
what  you  have  regarded  as  the  sign  or  aigas  of 
an  overdose ;  and  what  the  eiivumstances  ar4, 
.wbiA  in  y^ur  experience  havoaeemed  to  oontr^-* 
iaiicato  its  n^. 

I  .10.  St^t^  particplarly  what  preparation  you 
bare  used ;  what  dQses ;  whether  sdministered  on 


who  is  appointed  by  the  Oouneil  to  receive  tbsni. 


(Signed) 

JAMES  HEYGATE, 

President  of  the  AssociatfOB. 
CHARLES  HASTINGS, 

President  of  the  Council. 
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CMMUtCmuumpUoHi  or  Consumption,  iU  Prevention 
emd  Cure,  by  Cotd,  as  a  ConstUutUmal^and Inhalation, 
«  «  Local  Agent,  4rc.  ^c^  By  Hbmet  C.  Dbsboii, 
Menber  of  Um  Bojal  Colleges  of  Fbyiiciuit  and 
Sargeoaa  of  London,  Hcc.     London:   1847.    Sro. 

It^en  we  meet  with  » lK>ok  writtsn  by  a  aomber  of 
owproibMioii  npon  the  nature,  pnrentiott,  and  care 


**n0  wrtait  diMw  wUA  M«wm|y  gMt  bj  tbr- 

uaana  of  eArwife  fciyyilti,  o«  phikUU  lepjwjuwj-lttr 

fho'aoale  dlteaae,  renelMt  to  Aa  enbttimjiai' oatlnlar 

tieaM,  ftMB  wlMnoa'lt  mayaiteDd  to  ili«  tfliiar  ma- 

•tltaaiils  of  Ae'lavynac,  and  Inrolre  thedi  iA-tt»  Is. 

Metabla  aM  deetnicti?e  oActo  whidi  Inilatnnatioa 

^dneei   In    tbeir   leis   vital    tvztvret.     Polmonaiy 

^toberele  ie  very  iommonly  'conjoined  wf th  htfyngMl 

diieaae;  and  tba  two  aifeotioni  are  apt  to  d^Bgniae  eaeh 

oth^."    The  aeeond  qaototiiMll  ii  from  Dr.  Wation's 

leotoxea.    **  The  mneont  membrane  of  the  larynif  ud 


•f  a  apeoifio  disease,  and  dedicated,  as  a  mark  of 

paonliar  respect,  to  a  gentleman  who  occupies  an  [.^'■^^^  nkerato;  alld  when  the  morbid  cimditiott*  af 


eminent  position  in  oar  ranks,  we  are  ondoabtedly 
antitled  to  assume  that  it  is  a  folnme  expressly  intented 
for  the  benefit  and  instruction  of  ourselves, 

Whether,  under  any  circumstances,  it  be  desirable 
that  works  npon  special  maladies  should  be  compiled 
aMinly  for  the  amusement  and  information  of  the  non* 
]»folssoional  public,  la  a  point  npon  which  there  may 
ha  a  diffstance  of  opinion,  althongh  we  hare  almost 
innuriably  fonnd  the  question  answered  in  the  negative, 
and,  as  we  think,  with  the  utmost  propriety  and  jastice, 
because  we  conscientiously  object  to  erery  method  of 
popular  adTertising.  If.  howsTor,  any  one  of  our 
brethren  be  willing  to  risk  the  undertaking,  and  does, 
notwithstanding  the  established  rule,  collect  from 
TMiona  souroes  certmn  medical  statements,  and  presento 
those  statomento  in  familiar  language  to  the  world  at 
Jaige,  wa  think  that  he  is  bound  to  specify  distinctly 
at  tha  oommeaoament  of  his  work,  the  nature  of  hto 
daalgB,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  prefix  a  dedication 
•akslatad  to  cottToy  a  totally  erroneous  impression. 
W«  also  tUnk  that  it  becomes  him  to  be  especially 
earefol  as  to  the  strict  accuracy  of  all  that  he  expresses, 
And  particularly  with  regard  to  the  superiority  of  his 
own  knowledge  and  treatment  of  disease,  as  compared 
with  the  knowledge  and  treatment  possessed  and  adopted 
by  members  of  the  profession  generally. 

The  work  of  Dr.  Deshon,  entitled  **  Cold  and  Con- 
nmption,  or  Consumption,  Ite  PreTontion  gnd  Cure/' 
SRAst^  we  will  charitably  hope,  hare  been  exclusively 
IntoBded  for  tha  publie.  It  does  not  contain  a  ringle 
'medical  truth  with  which  every  one  who  has  dil- 
igently attended  one  course  of  lectures  upon  Phy> 
tiology,  and  one  coarse  of  lectures  npon  the  Practice 
of  Medicine,  is  not  perfectly  familiar.  We  do  fin^ 
however,  soma  statemento  with  which  we  were  fuji 
piavionsly  conversant,  and  wliich  we  cannot  without 
dna  investigation  add  to  our  opttalogne  of  truths.  For 
example,  at  page  63  wa  are  told  that  <*a&  ejection 
of  the  larynx,  acidly  named  phthisis  latyngoa.  Is. 
^soaieljmss  present  during  the  course  of  this  disease^ 
ft  is  generally  sympaiheiie,  and  of  short  duration,  thougp 


the  larynJK  gives  rise  to  prominent  symptoms,  Uia 
(iisease  is  sometimes  called  larynyool  phthisis.  Bat 
there  Is  no  such  disease,  that  I  know  of,  existing  hj 
itself.  I  mean,  that  scrofulous  ulceration  of  the  larynx 
and  trachea  occurs  only  when  the  lungs  are  aifectad 
with  tubercles.  Louis  observed  in  those  who  perished 
of  consumption,  that  as  many  as  oim  m  every  Jive  had 
ulceration  of  the  epiglottis  and  larynx,  and  nearly  one 
in  three  had  ulceration  of  the  wind-pipe."  So  much 
for  the  *'  syn^Mihetic  aifeotion,  absurdly  named  phtbisif 
laryngea,  sometimes  present  during  the  course  of  phthisis 
pnlmonalis !" 

Again,  at  page  148,  Dr.  Deshon  relates  a  case  which 
^^ proves,"  according  to  his  ideas,  "the  curiAility 
of  phthisis  pnlmonalis  upon  sound  medicinal  and 
physiological  principles."  It  is  only  necessary  to 
mention  particularly  the  symptoms  connected  with  the 
lungs.  They  were  these—"  Coagh,  dulness  on  percus* 
sion,  coarse  bronchial  respiration,  with  mncoas  rales*" 
His  '*  impresrion  was  that  coN^esfi'ofi  at  least,  highly 
favouring  deposit,  was  present  in  the  lungs,  and  that 
unless  opposed  by  judicious  means  universal  invadon 
would  ensue."  The  patient  was  cured  by  embrocations 
applied  to  the  chest,  and  by  a  generous  diet,  sea-bathing, 
riding,  and  the  usual  remedies  in  such  cases.  There 
was  abdominal  pain,  also  diarrbcea,  which  were 
obviated  by  "  cretaceous  mixture  with  opium."  ''Hydro- 
cyanic acid,  &c.,  afterwards  subdued  the  intestinal 
irritability."  If  this  be  a  fair  apecimen  of  the  aathor'a 
cases  of  **  ears  of  phthisis  pukmrnaUs,^  he  mast  forgive 
us  If  we  are  rather  sceptical  as  to  the  value  and 
accuracy  of  his  practical  observations  and  deductions. 

We  expectod  to  find  numerous  and  forcible  argnmenta 
proving  tha^  cold  is  an  important  agent  in  the  care  of 
pulmonary  phthisis.  It  is  stated  that  in  Rnmia  the 
diaease  la  almost  anknown*  Also  in  ''Gaelph*  itt 
Upper  Canada,  an  upland  district  Ikmed  fot  ite  braein^ 
air!"  It  laatatedthat'"  denip  and  aiar«4y  distiiote  do 
noteoadnce  to  tabersalar  depositistt.''  At  page  68,. 
itM  stated  that  a  **  damp  ataBosphere  must  be  a  warm 
one,— t;  r.,  11  matt  eoataia  muOh  latent  heat"!     At 


■OBsetlmes  idtopathic,  oaased  byinfiammatkm  of  tt^"  page  86  it  Is  staiedthat  a  warm  atmosphere  Is  benefictal,, 
asacoaa  and  snSmnoous  structare  of  that  organ.*'  *'not  on  aoooant  of  ita  augmented  temperature,  bat  by 
We  woald  refer  Dr.  Deshon  to  the  following  quota-  reason  of  Its  increased  moistore^  Suppoeiny  eUS^  \tkefsie 
lioaa.     The  first  is  i^om  Dr.  C.  J.  B.W]mams:->    statemente  tobecbmict,  what'wbuldbe  theMuctftmt 
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^taiHte^^bm  I&  no  ^Mraniitoik  ia.  Bawto.  .TIm^ 

.  dcMf  MKnih^  «fr  aibo  •ntagonisM^ooaMBptiM,  btecaia 
li«lU^i^  «oiit«»plioA  in  ftgm  dU«Hcli»  (t)    Th*t 

^dMi9  •ft'  1»  ftlir«7s  VM3BI.  0)  And  thai  the  heniaf 
'Ol  wwii'tir  U  4m  Io  iti  apisture,  and  not  to  i«a  tem-; 
pcraAnf«,  {I)  TJm  almple  Bnglith.of'  which  it  this:—} 
mwA  .ft  voU  4iiiiy  almotphara  ongfa^  lo  ba  the  most 
iiiMnittblaJo  Ika  piniTMilton  ai^  «uraof  fMitt«  / 
^.^.^•^•ttfcll.  no*  fasMM  tha  aBaljiir  forthar.    Tb^ 

^hoto  Vaafe  to  ^ataadei  hgr  aapliltof  wUioh  wa  oaaaat 
•ypmaa^  and:  wMeh  vhan  coniiaalad  wtth*  fraqaani 
MMonhMMbt  dad  tha  abianaa  of  any  laal  Informatfati^ 
laada  iiato  with  moat  afaioeraly,  for  tiia  take  o/  the 
wrttar.  and  •{  tha  prafaatlon  to  which  ha  bekagt, 
4hat  Iha  daaira  of  anthorthip  had  not  in  this  infttaaca 
baett  gyattftad.    -.  ......         
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ABSTRACT   OF  A  MEMOIR  ON  INFANTlIiE 

SYPHILIS. 

By  M.  Trousbsau. 
•fTrantlaiedftr  M«  Pr^fimiai  Medical  md  Surgical  Jpurnul. ) 

Consiitational  syphilis  seldom  declares  itself  in  the 
infant  at  birth,  and  is  still  more  rarely  seen  to  hare 
'^ameneed  dating  inira-'uteritie  existence.  Neverthe- 
iasii  some  Instances  have  been  recorded  of  both  occar., 
teneaa.  fn^  Aa  aathor's  espeirtence,  the  diseaae  does  not 
appear  halbva  the  second  week  in  llfa>  which  ia  the 
liMt  commoalj.  aasignad  to  ii  by  aathcsa.  The  other 
Mt^U  or  that  at  which  consiitational  aypbilia  ceaaaa  to 
aMaiftstitsaUia  thainAm^is  not  so  readily  ascertained,' 
hat  ML  Tcojissaan  has  natar  seen  it  appear  for  tha  first 
lime  after  the  seventh  month.  Of  coarse  ha  allades  to 
aecondary  symptoms;  tertiary  symptoms  in  the  infant, 
aa  in  tha  advlt,  cannot  be  broaght  ander  any  paitlcalar 
law. 

Constitatloiial  syphilis  does  not  ahrsys  begin  nnder 
tta  tame  Ibrm,  hence  any  irrangemaot  of  symptoms 
taOMdlng  to  any  aappoaad  order  of  appterance,  aaat  be ' 
^atiia.  Saaaatiihaa  il  begins  as  a  simple  erythema^  at 
ojthaDa  aa«  nora  deap-saaladaifectloa  of  the  fniagament. 
Codkmonlyy  however,  the  disease  first  appears  in  the 
nncons  membrane  of  the  nostrils.  Under  sach  oircam- 
atancea,  the  child  is  In  thatoondilion  which  has  receifed 
Uit  popular  designation  of  the  **  snaffles."  It  breathes 
^thSome  little  difflcnlty /and  the  expiration  Is  whistling 
%hah  tha  mooth  is  shut.  The  disease  is  especially  cTident 
wheb  the  child  It  taking  tha  breast;  il  is  then,  in  fad, 
llhal  wa  are  able  lo  meaanra-thb  dtftoally  of  bnathing, 
faeaaaa  the  h\m  ea^aai  Aan  hraatha  Iresly  fay  the 
^ooth.  AtfiiallhaemfaanaasaitotiaBotgraaiaf  than 
«|tt  aoaa  aoMpapifia  affeo|ioua,.  as  at  the  cpmmenoa- 
nenl  af  aeaalea,  for  instance;  bat  this  miid  stage, 
aaldom  lasts  longi  and  symptoms  of  more  significance 
Arise,  in  aoiae  easea  withont  the  parents  hsTing  uken 
smy  notice  of  the  precarsorp.  At  this  time  a  few  drops 
•of  blood  are  seen  to  escape  from  the  nostrils,  either 


alone  or  flsiaad  with  nfaoaa.  The  saagainaoaa  iHiiifaaiigu 
is  rapeatad  two  or  three  tbnes  daring  tiie  dasF*  .  A^  Aa 
disease  makea  progrsaa,  tha  nasal  disohaige  beeomea 
more  sadions,  and  irritating,  ceasing  tflceraliotts  and 
dsaaraa  6t  the  ate  naai  aad  npper  Up,  which 'aia 

eoviiad  with  a  dark  tenacioai  scab.        

This  specific  diseaae  mast  not  be  ooafoanded-  ^Mk 
the  aamerona  neo  apedfio  eraptlons  of  the-iame'^^luta 
wUakaaMll  ehBdreo  at  tha  haiaal, '  Tlie  laittr4iBr  not 
aaaaaaariljF  aoaiaMiice  Im  the  Aoae^ .  hsit  «aaMilaMa 
•x#ad>toiifroi»lhe  nioath»  eraltaok  tfania<a»^yw, 
and  ears  simaUaneoosly;  The  true  raoareal  af^ipthin 
always  eomasenoes  in  the  nostril,  and  generally  l^panda 
its  forae  apon  that  part,  having  a  tendency  to  tpciiad 
inwardly  rather  than  externally.  At  a  still  arara 
advanced  stage,  the  bones  lose  their  support,  and.'tta 
roof  9{  tha  nose  falls  in,  giriag  the  infant'  a  atr^npa 
aspect  The  breathing  becomes  more  dffficnlt  and 
snnfling,  and  snddng  is  almost  Imposslbla*  'Jr€la 
child  atteapla  to  take  the  biaait,  dlia  ebUgad  laiM^ 
the  nipple  from  a  IbeUng  of  Impandiag  snfceaHom.  . 

Tha  time  reqaired  Aw  the  dlsaaaa  to  andva  «t 
thie  stage  is  vaty  varloas;-  sottethnea  a-waA  .or 
two  is  sttffiolentfl  in  other  casea  asany  ^monlha  aia 
reqaired.  The  mucous  membrane  at  first  appeaia 
thickened,  and  more  or  less  softened,  of  a  reddidk 
brown  colour,  but  without  any  trace  of  ulceration. 
Later,numerous  small  ulcers  of  variable  depth  are  seen. 
In  some  casea  theae  exUnd  to  the  bones,  proda!e&% 
caries  and  deatmetion  of  the  Tomer,  the  tarWttaM 
bones,  and  even  in  some  inetanees,  of  the  'sopdffMr 
maxlila.  In  the  more  oneomflMa  6aaea,-«a 
theiasiena.ta  have  a.eerofiideaa  aspeei;  the 
nariamia  perforated,  and  the  perpendicMto.>nlaiaf>jaf 
the  ethmoid  is  coa verted  iato  a  BemlH>artilq|iiy|fa 
tissue.  .  The  connection  of  theae  lesions  witl^.ihe 
symptoms  above  enumerated  is  readily  comprehended* 

Such  is  the  origin,  progrees,  and  conseqnen^iaa,  of 
syphilitic  ooryza.  It  is  one  of  the  moat  constant  oC 
the  constitutional  manifestations  of  venereal  diseflsT;  it 
gives  rise  to  discharges,  at  first  mucona,  «fkat#aais 
sankms  and  purolenl,'  together  with 
bleeding' lirom  the  nestrils.  It  aada  by 
bones,  and  deibrmftty  of  the  feataree.   . 

Aaother  afUpeavanoe  in  infasalla  eyphHia,  whWl'la 
almost  as.  constant,  isthepacnUar  tint  of  the  Intaga 
meats.  The  disease,  in  fact,  induces  a  gradual  waaQng 
of  the  child,-— a  cachectic  condition,  in  which  two 
periods  may  be  distinguished.  The  first  of  these  (a 
the  initiatory  stage,  which  is  essential  t6  the  diseaae, 
but  which  cannot  be  attributed  to  the  men  length' itf 
its  duration ;  the  other  is  final,  and  generally  la  0fo 
near  preenrsor  of  death.  •  .    L.t 

Fraas  4he  earlleal  manifealafiona  ^  the  nmmmX 
taial»eveft  before  the  Imalth  anfleas.  the  ntteil  lna<m 
pa«aUar  aapec^  The  akin,  e»pea|ally  ihaioltisaHw^ 
\o%in  iu  tranapareaey;  it  becomaa  aaUow,.  wilhofft 
paAnessj  its  pink  hae  disi^p^ars,  and  U  ^place^bj 
a  brownish  tint.  This  colouration  is  rarely  abeen^ 
tiiough  it  varies  in  degree,  and  in  the  date  of  i|i 
appearance.  Sometimes  it  is  geiieiral ;  at  othdri  R  la 
confined  to  the  fabe,  or  to  portiona  of  it,  at  thb-foMMafld 
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Mtopc*.  Xte tolMMl^  W^  Uiii<o(do«r U, 
'mtd^-^i  u  to  i«M«3bl«  •pMM«9.^    trbf 
liMtMoMMeli  i(;^pMrt  In  not  msUj  MOMrteiMii 

¥yAiMothtr>>    Ittorinill^dltelpiAid 


.li^ihiWiiitin  Ihe  tvo  abo?o  pfaoaoBOM  wiOi 
lta«]F  MO  of  «fM*  4«iport«aoo; 

Ti  im4  orovHKveovof^  doMty. 
aUM  to  iho  a«st»  in  tlw  •vtoo.o/  ooMHtitfoMiifmp. 
t«M/«?ii*»  Iho  ootaneoM  oniplioiis. 

AlBOtiftU  the  types  of  tUii  diioM*  M^M^nMntod  io 
lho#oiiM«^«teptlonftof  eU14fon»  m  ia  tbo  mialt\  but 
ooMo  aia'of  oo  rcro  otfonrreiwo,  aid  wbon  pfMelit  aro  to 
Ui^^tenninate  at  to  thtir  tptcifio  natait,  that  they 
m^  tcarcely  be  mentioned.  Others,  bowererj  deserve 
«  serioQt  attention. 

After  boTlng  examined  a  great  namber  of  cases,  we  do 
sot  hesitate  to  say  that  there  are  many  forms  oferaption 
of  vhioh  it  it  Tory  diAcnlt  to  ascertain  the  Tenereal 
otHlfii  fimn  their  atpoet  alone ;  and  we  ha;re  fireqoently 
naind  onraolfof  the  qnestion,  whether  then  are  any 
ttneral  oignt  by  which  the  tpecillo  nature  of  an 
nwption  ean  be  determiaod  t  Can  the  tame  confidence 
Ibt  placed  in  the  coppery  tint,  brown  cmsts»  and  cirenlar 
4»rBt  of  the  eroption  in  the  infant,  at  in  the  adult  t 

Althoagh  it  it  tometimet  Ttry  manifest,  the  coppery 
Jk«*la  often  fiur  ftom  being  to ;  la  general  it  may  be 
\  Oml  fat  fobnti  well-fed  infant^  it  it  little  apparent ; 
theto  frtqnently  do  not  pretent  the  amoky  com- 
jMilon  which  hat  boon  alladed  to.  Moreorer,  certain 
taau^olaecondary  ermptlott  are  ne?er  coppery^  at  the 
■intwt  Inbenle  far  tettance. 

iilDha  nlearationt  of  the  mncont  membranet,  thote  of 
Uw  lUMd  Amm»  in  parUcnlar,  are  of  a  ooloor  tnfflcieBtly 
to  prevent  mittake,  hot  nnfortnaately  their 
are  not  ascertained  until  aAer.  death.    The 
■of-  the  throat  and  month  are  simply  red  or 


'When  tcabt  fonn  on  the  tnrface  of  typhiliticnlcera. 
they  are  bvowa  or  nearly  black.  The  Uitter 
it  probably  dno  to  admixtnfo  with  blood. 
The  ooppory  tint  it  aot  equally  peroeptible  at  all 
pexloda  of.  eeeondary  diaeate.  In  the  adnlt  it  it  well 
known  to  beoomo  most  distinct  as  the  oicatriz  ibrmt,or 
M  the  erythematont  patchet  disappear.  It  is  not  so^ 
however,  with  infants;  the  cicatrices  which  succeed  to 
all.  forms  oferaption  are  reddish  violet,  and  seldom 
aitame  the  ochry  hne.  The  livid  hue  is,  however,  in 
noit.catet,  tnlBciently  distinctive.  Sach  are  the 
ladafinito  signs  which  authors  have  endeavoared  to 
draw  firom  the  colour  of  the  skin.  The  circular 
difoftien  of  the  patohet  doea  aot  merit  particular 
i^MntloB. 

f  ^atong  the  cutaneout  affections  to  which  infants  are 
aul^opty  two  demand  etpecialnoticei  on  aoeonnt  of  their 
A^tfliienoy  and  regnlarity^-*  thete  are  fitturet,  and  certain 
anaarkable  alteraticnt  of  the  handt  and  feeu  These 
Hyi|iiiti  are  oboervtd  at  the  aaglet  of  the  mouth,  and 
i^.tlia  aaat,  where  they  are  seen  to  rtdifite  at  from  a 
^tiai  Jaking  the  coune  of  natural   foldt.  of  the 


braaaa*  The  flttaftt  aieAeep  aad  wida» 
cloao  to^Hio  manaaa  mttbiaae^  hsA  dimiBitlL.grajdaaUj 
Oamitbaipoiat»>%  Xhoy  aai.ol-avivid  md  oolo«r,;«ad. 
tbtltbardaiia  am  tiaiid -aa  it  vara  by  ooag^tod  hlaod  ;. 
the  latarvealngaatialt  it  of  a  biowfi  tint»  jiving  tjl^. 
moioth  a  ptoaliar  atpect.  The  anai  fitsuras ,  are. 
otoally  lottred  and  deep.  The  cicatrisation  of  thtaa 
fitsoretitislow,  either  on  account  of  their  tpeclile' 
"natnn,  or  ftom  the  movemenit  of  the  lip  In  tuetlon^ 

Fitturet  of  the  lipt  are  alamtt  alwayi  aatoelated 
with  vetlcnlar  or  puttalar  eraptiont  in  Mm  imaiodiata- 
neighbourhood  j  thoy  aae  later  in  their  appeafanea 
•than  the  ooiysa,  coming  aaually.aimultaBcoat^  wilb^ 
t^  oehfy  tiaiof  the  face.  Thete  fittaret  arq  a  tonrco 
^  great  iaoonvtnienoe ;  they  giro  rite  to  great,  pain, 
during  the  attempt  to  tuck,,  to  much  to  thai  tome 
children  refute  the  breatt  altogether*  The  ooryaa  adds 
to  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  by  embarrassing  the 
respiration.  Under  this  accumulation  of  suffering  the 
infant  falls  into  a  sUte  of  marasmus,  the  combined 
efliMto  of  the  tpedfic  oachezia,and4ho  inabili^  to  takd 
sufficient  nourishment. 

(7b  6e  e<miinuid,) 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ACADEMIE  DE  HEDECINE. 

LITBOTOMT    AMD    LITHOTBITT. 

In  our.  last  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
attembly,  we  ttated  that  the  discussion  on  the  reiativo' 
merite  of  these  iterations  had  been  revived.  Wa 
prooeod  to  lay  before  the  readers  of  the  iVoviactal 
JourmU  the  continuation  of  the  debate,  and  the  aigu* 
menu  of  the  different  tpeakert. 

M.  Yelpean,  who  commenced  the  ditcuttton,  declared 
that  he  had  never  called  in  quettion  abtolntely  the 
atitttj  of  lithotrity,  he  only  wished  to  ascertain  the 
exact  Umito  of  this  utili^.    He  conceded  that  in  tho 
catet  indicated  by  M.  Civiale,  it  wat  lett  daageroua 
than  the  ordinary  operation;  hxU,  neverthelettv  that 
faa  wat  not  inditpntably  thewn  by  ttatistict»for  in  Older 
that  tnch  thoold  be  the  cate,  there  thoold  be  meant, 
of  analyting,  tay  at  leatt  a  thoutaad  oaaetf  similarly 
titoated  in  every  letptot    M.  Yelpeaa,  in oontinuationt.. 
ttated  that  in  the  examination  oi  M.  Civiale^t  ttalis-. 
tics,  he  (M.  Telpeau)  had  been  led  to  quite  oppotito 
conclutionf.     The  former^  for  inttance,  ttatet  that  the 
relaptca  aAfr  lithotomy  were  more  frequent  than  after, 
lithotrity.    M.  Yelpean  from  the  tame  figures  deter-, 
mines  the  very  oppor^te.     Ho  mentions  also  that  M» 
Civiale  has  omitted  to  include  in  the  fatal  or  nntao* 
cestfal  €ate%  those  in  which  death  has  followed  tho 
attompto  to  explore  the  bladder;  but  this  he  obtervet 
it  not  right,  at  it  it  noi  jutt  to  teparato  an  operaUoi^' 
ftom  iU  nataral  ooatequencet.    It  it  not  the  incision*, 
of  the  soft  parts  that  constitutet  the  danger  of  lithotomy^ 
but  the  urinary  infiltrattont^  and  the  inflammation  of 
the  bladder.     In  the  tame  asannjur  it  may  .be  taid  of 
lithotrity,  that  the  danger  doet  not  lie  in  the  operaUon 
ittelf^  but  in  the  organic  ttoto  of  the  parte  where  it  ,ia 
performed,  and  in  the  contequences  induced  by  it    In 
his   recapitulation)   M.  Yelpean  observed,  that  tha' 
inference  in  his  own  mind  froai  the  preceding  diicuatioa 
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w9Mf  thit  we  are  more  ignorent  of  the  circnusUacet 
voder  Irhiob  llliiotritj  wm  nsefal,  or  even  preftrtble  lo 
lithotomy;  that  the  tncoefs  of  the  operation  hat -been 
greatly  exagferated,  aod  under  the  dronmtteneee  in 
which  lithotomy  would  fail,  would  be  uneuoeeitful  alio» 

M.  Amuieat,  who  followed,  held  the  opinion  tbtft 
lithotomy  ought  never  to  be  adopted  until  after  the 
trial  and  failsre  of  lithotrily,  nnlete  epeciai  eonditione 
ei^eted  wbieh  contraindicated  ity— inch  as  a  diseased 
state  of  the  bladder  or  urethra,  tiie  latter  of  which  is 
irremediabla  as  far  as  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
instruments.  After  a  careful  attempt  at  breaking  the 
ntone,  if  it  proTOs  too  hard,  lithotomy  must  be  had 
lucoura*  to,  but  with  this  exception,  lithotrity  may  be 
generally  performed,  eren  in  cases  of  paralysis^  or 
catarrh  of  the  bladder.  In  conclusion,  M.  Amussat 
declarei  for  the  superior  advantage  of  fithotrity, 
and  cbn^ders  that  •therization  much  simplifies  the 
operation. 

The  speech  of  M.  Segalas,  which  was  the  next  in 
rotation,  is  of  great  length ;  so  much  so,  that  we  can 
give  but  it4  salient  points.  The  conditions  which  render 
lithotrity  impossible,  he  says,  are  respectively  those 
«f  the  stone  itself,  the  bladder,  the  urethra,  and  of  the 
prostate.  The  gtam  may  be  too  laige,  or  too  hard ; 
but  a  plurality  of  calculi  is  no  impediment.  Hardness 
is  seldom  an  obstacle  to  the  operation.  Some,  as  the 
phosphate  of  lime  calculi,  yield  almost  to  simple 
pressure.  The  bladder  can  only  impede  the  operation 
by  its  great  eontraetility,  and  in  this  case  the  stone 
may  be  destroyed  if  it  be  small.  Moreover,  this  ex- 
aggerated contraction  of  the  viscns  is  usually  a 
temporaiy  phenomenon.  A  want  of  action  in  the  coats 
of  the  bladder  is  still  less  of  an  obstacle,  and  is  only 
prejudicial  in  requiring  a  more  careful  removal  of  the 
4etritns.  The  existence  of  pouches  in  the  bladder  are  a 
aerious  impediment  to  llthority.  Infiammstion  and 
nleeratton  of  the  bladder  are  contra-indieations,  only 
Inasmuch  as  the  great  sensibility  of  the  bladder  leads  to 
forcible  contraction  of  its  coats.  The  dlieases  and 
obstructions  of  the  urethra  are  only  temporarily  contra- 
indicatory  of  the  operation.  Diseases  of  the  kidneys 
do  not  interfere  with  the  mechanical  part  of  the 
-operatien,  and  are  equally  an  objection  to  lithotomy. 
As  regards  the  volume  of  the  stone,  M.  Segalas  con* 
aiders  that  all  small  and  middle-sixed  ones  (t.e.,  not 
Burpassing  in  diameter  ten  lines,)  ought  to  be  litho. 
tritized  $  of  large  stones  also,  the  phosphates  may  be 
broken  down.  Uric  acid  calculi  cannot  be  so  satisfac- 
torily managed.  The  number  of  the  calculi  is,  accord- 
ing to  M,  Segalas,  no  argument  against  lithotrity, 
provided  they  are  not  large  at  the  same  time. 

M.  Blsndin  agreed  with  M.  Velpean,  in  placing 
little  or  no  confidence  in  M.  Civlale^  ststistfcs. 
This  surgeon  had  stated  that  lithotrity  did  not  irritate 
the  bladder,  and  that  relapses  were  less '  frequent 
than  under  lithotomy.  This  M.  Blandin  refused  to 
acknowledge. 

The  speech  of  M.  Malgsigne  appears  to  have 
excited  much  attenticSa.  He  strongly  insisted  upon 
the  necessity  of  accurate  staUstics,  without  which  he 
stated  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  arrire  at  any 


satfiiAMtory  conclusion.  He  examined  first,  the  ata- 
tistics  of  Uthotomy, which  he  ascertained  to  exUbitaaer- 
tality  of  one  in  four.  He  then  took  the  stsftlatica  of  lUka- 
trity,  and  shewed  that  M.  Civiale  had  given  much  too 
favourable  a  view,  for  taking  the  eonaeqneaeea  of 
exploring  the  bladder  intoaaeonnt,  wfaichdie  malntaing 
should  be  done»  he  declared  the  mortality  to  be  ane  te 
eight,  instead  of  one  in  lorty.three^  a%  atated  by  M. 
Civiale.  This,  however,  he  declared  to  glf«  so  mnak 
advantiga  to  lithotrity,  that  he  himself  woold  aolW 
operated  upon  in  another  manner. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF. THE 
^  ACADEMIE  DES  SCIENCES,  PARI& 

M.  Serres  read  his  memoir  on  the  treatment  of  fever 
by  mercury,  of  which  we  have  already  given  an  account. 

M.  Gonillon  exhibited  a  new  apparatus  for  fractare 
of  the  clavicle,  which  appears  to  be  intricate  without 
affording  any  particular  advantages. 

M.  Flottvier  detailed  his  treatment  of  epilepsy,  which 
consists  in  the  exhibition  of  a  combination  of  digitaUoy 
belladonna,  and  indigo,  in  pills ;  cold  baths,  &c. 

■ '    ■  I .  ,     — — 

NOTES  FROM  A  PRACTITIONER'S  DAT  BOOK. 

(Continued  from  page  69S.) 

STMPTOMATIC  AKO  SPBCIFIC  TXEATICBNT  COMPAftKD/ 

The  practitioner  that  adopts  an  exclusive  symptomatio 
treatment,  is  like  the  mariner,  who,  forgetful  of  hie 
distant  port,  ateers  only  to  avoid  the  dangers  which 
immediately  lieset  him :  whilst  he  who  prescribes  that 
bis  medicines  may  produce  a  specific  effect  alone,  ia 
like  him  who,  blind  to  the  rocks  and  shoals  which 
obstruct  his  course,  sails  straight  to  the  desired  haibonr. 
The  one  thinking  only  to  clear  the  impediments  with 
which  he  meets,  sails  away  trom  his  haven ;  whilst  Hm 
other,  intent  only  upon  reaching  it,  is  shipwrecked  in 
his  course.  But  as  the  skilfhl  navigator,  with  hia  eyo 
fixed  upon  his  distant  home,  steen  Ids  vessel  elear  of 
the  intervening  impediments;  so  will  the  able  piw- 
scriber,  whilst  he  direcu  his  remedies  with  n  apeeiflo 
intent  to  the  first  cause  of  disease,  attend  also  to  the 
symptoms  which  it  has  secondarily  produced. 

BXTABTKATB    OF  POTASS   IM  ALBOMIirnBIA. 

In  that  diseased  condition  of  the  general  syatem 
which  has  been  denominated  albuminuria,  not  only 
does  albumen  exist  in  the  urine,  but  it  is  found  in  the 
fluid  which  fills  the  interstices  of  the  areolar  tissue,  and 
accumulates  in  the  cavities  of  the  serous  membranes, 
whilst  an  undue  quantity  exists  eren  in  the  serum  of 
the  blood  itself.  Now,  in  this  disease  I  have  seen  the 
most  decided  benefit  follow  the  daily  administradon  of 
'  cr^Hm  of  tartar  in  purgative  doses;  patients  under  thU 
treatment  have  gradually  become  less  anasaroous,  and 
by'a  sufficient  continuance  of  the  remedy,  the  albumoa 
ha^lTor  a  time  at  least,  ceased  to  appear  in  the  urine. 
How  can  we  explain  this  effect*  The  experiments  of 
PolsseuUle  have  proved  that  the  purgative*  ae^on  ot 
certain  neutral  salts  depends  upon  their  attracting  to 
them,  by  endosmosis  through  the  tissues^  the 
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part  of  tlM  eironlaUng  Hold,  and  tbeHqaid  aTaoaationf 
prodoood  bjr  a  tillno  puifatiTa,  are  foaiMl  to  eontaln  a 
large  qnantUy  of  albameo.  If,  then,  the  albominoaa 
flnid  U  carried  off  by  tbe  bowels,  it  ceaset  to  accttmalato 
io  ibe  areolar  tissves,  and  tbe  serons  cavitiet/and  it  no 
longer  excreted  by  tbe  Udneyi. 

SXCtf f ITB  CVTAVSOrt  SBlfSIBIUTT  P&BCKDnc^  AMD 
VOUOWnrO  BBBPBS  BOtTBB. 

A  kea]tby*looUng  coantry^ironan  oonsnited  me 
abDQt  a  pain  aooompanied  witb  ezcesfeive  itobing  and 
ifnaiting  round  one  side  ot  tbe  back  and  cbest  Tbe 
parta^were  extremely  tender,  but  presented  no  rednesi 
or  otber  abnormal  appearance.  I  tried  a  Tariety  of 
loeal  and  constltational  treatment  vitbont  any  advan- 
tage. At  lengib  a  ratber  severe  emption  of  berpes 
zoster  made  its  appearance,  and  on  tbe  sabaidence  of 
this  tbe  pains  ceased. 

A  govty  old  farrier,  with  a  broken  constitntion, 
suffered  from  an  attack  of  herpes  round  one  side  of  the 
loins  and  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and  groin. 
Tbe  eruption,  though  of  more  than  ordinary  severity, 
soon  yielded  to  appropriate  treatment,  bat  the  pain 
remained  in  a  very  severe  degree  for  many  months 
afterwards,  causing  great  and  constant  suffering.  He 
described  it  as  a  combination  of  the  sensations  of 
burning,  tingling,  itching,  and  smarting,  and  at  one 
visit  said:^-**  I  feel  at  this  moment  as  if  a  number  of 
dogs  were  gnawing  away  at  my  side."  Tbe  eruption 
had  left  some  copper-coloured  stains  in  the  situation 
of  the  patches,  and  here  and  there  a  solitary  papilla 
seemed  somewhat  enlarged,  but  there  was  no  other 
abnormal  change.  All  the  local  sedatives  I  used  only 
increased  his  torment;  a  belladonna  plaster  and  an 
ointment  containing  veratrine  almost  drove  him  mad; 
an  essence  of  aconite  and  a  solution  of  morphia  in  oil 
only  produced  an  intolerable  smarting.  The  only 
occasion  on  which  I  found  him  easy  was  whilst  he  was 
poisoned  witb  belladonna.  I  had  prescribed  this 
remedy  in  small  doses  internally,  and,  deriving  some 
benefit,  he,  of  his  own  accord,  took  the  pills  more  and 
more  frequently  until  he  was  seized  with  giddiness  and 
stupor,  with  slight  delirium.  He,  at  this  time,  told  me 
he  felt  nothing  of  his  pains.  They,  however,  returned 
on  his  recorery  from  the  symptoms  of  poisoning,  anda 
recurrence  to  the  remedy  produced  no  amelioration. 
His  appetite  and  general  health  were  better  than  they 
had  been  for  years  before,  and  when  once  asleep,  he 
rested  well. 

A  young  woman  presented  herself  to  me  for  advice 
about  an  abrasion  of  the  skin,  caused  by  the  rubbing 
of  her  dress.  She  told  me  thai  three  yean  before,  sh^ 
had  suffered  from  tha  shingles  round  Ibe  right  side  of 
her  abdomen  and  loins,  and  that  ever  since  this  time 
tha  parts  had  been  affected  with  pains  of  a  burning, 
euttiag,  and  smarting  eharaeter.  They  were  not 
oonatant^  but  were  excited  by  the  alightest  irritation  9f 
change  of  temperatnre.  She  generally  suffered  most 
when  she  dressed  or  undressed,  and  could  never  at  any 
titoe  bear  her  clothes  fai  the  leaat  degree  tight  Indopf». 
dcAtly  of  these  paini^  her  health  was  mnoh  daraaged; 
tkt  BtDitroal  f Bsc^M  wtrt  »iich  difOidiNdy  and  iha 


bowels  torpid.  These  palas,  hovaTtr,  had  no 
blanea  t6  those  which  oeoar  so  ftaqiioDtly  In  tha 
h;^sterie  constitution,  and  Uiey  were  entirely  conflned^ 
to  the  cutaneons  textures. 

A  healthy  active  old  gentlemani  of  about  sizty.fiv^ 
'  ssnght  my  advice  coooeming  a  paia  round  the  right 
side  of  the  chest.  He  had  suffered,  he  told  me,  some 
Msnttaa  baforo  from  an  omptlon,  and  thii  pain  had 
ivsmaSiiM  in  tbe  part  ever  since.  It  waa  described  aa 
of  a  saBartiBg,:bnrBing,  shooting,  and  itcMug  chancier, 
and  extended  from  the  median  line  behlUd|lo  a  point 
in  front  of  the  nipple  before.  Theee  sensations  vere 
I  slmosi  constant,  and  usually  kept  him  awake  for  soma 
(hours  at  the  beginning  of  tha  night;  but  whcnoAco 
asleep  thoy  rarely  disturbed  him,  though  they  returned 
aa  soon  as  ha  arose  in  the  morning.  Every  movevent  of' 
the  body  or  linbs  incressed  the  pain :  wheaevar  ha 
raised  his  arm,  he  felt  the  movement  in  his  side; 
whenever  he  put  his  right  foot  to  the  ground,  it  quitu 
jarred  the  painful  part  Moderate  pressure,  howevei^ 
relieved  his  sufferings,  and  aAer  lying  for  some  lima 
upon  the  painful  side,  it  became  tolerably  easy,  whilst 
at  night  he  was  always  obliged  to  adopt  this  posture 
before  he  could  get  any  sleep.  As  he  lay  talking  to 
me  on  the  sofa,  I  could  observe  the  old  gentleman 
pressing  his  side  for  relief  against  the  pillow  on  whick 
he  was  reclining.  An  examination  of  the  part  showed 
no  abnormal  ^[>pearance  with  the  exception  of  some 
reddish  brown  stains  of  the  skin*  They  resembled. 
those  which  are  left  after  herpes  zoster,  when  the 
vesicles  have  been  ruptured,  and,  moreover,  terminated 
behind  exactly  at  the  median  line.  There  was  no 
tenderness  on  pressure,  but  the  skin  he  said  felt  sore> 
and  my  manipulations  greatly  increased  the  annoying 
sensations.  The  thoracic  cavity  emitted  no  dull  sound 
on  percussion,  and  the  respiratory  murmur  was  every, 
where  distinctly  audible.  His  health  at  the  time  of 
the  eroption  was  much  deranged,  but  now  he  felt  aa 
well  as  usual,  and  I  could  in  ihct  find  nothing  to  be 
rectified  by  prescription. 

I  directed  a  linimentum  opii  to  be  rubbed  onihe 
chest  every  night  at  bed*time,  and  as  h^  thought,  after 
a  few  days,  that  he  had  derived  some  benefit  from  the 
application,  I  advised  Its  use  also  in  the  morning.-  The 
evening  friction  he  considered  relieved  the  pain,  but  by 
that  in  the  morning  it  was  decidedly  aggravated. 

Another  examination  deciding  me  in  the  opinion  that 

the  pain  was  of  a  nervous  character,  I  determined  upon 

using  connter.irritation.    To  the  right  of  the  spinal 

column  over   a   space  three  inches  in  width,  and 

corresponding  to  about  eight  of  the  dorsal  Tertebr«» 

I  applied  the  glacial  acetic  acid  with  a  camers-hali 

paintbrush.    Finding  the  skin  not  very  sensitive  of 

the  irritant  I  used  it  Ikeely,  chaiging  the  brush  several 

successive  Umes  with  tha  add.    Two  days  aHarwaids 

he  was  complaining  a  good  deal  of  the  appUcation,  but 

,  thafonser  paina  were  earier,  and  In  a  week  he  suflined 

from  thaa  only  in  the  moat  trifling  degree,  and  as  t^ 

continued  to  get-bellfr«  he  dacUned  any  repetition  o£ 

the  treatment 

C.  ARNECAFLS. 

{To  h$  cwtmuii') 
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Poor-law  medical  relief. 

[Hie  rabjoined  circular  has  been  iMoed  to  Um 
Medical  Ofllcen  ot  Unioiia  bj  the  CommiUee  fomed 
Al  the  Ute  aeetlos.] 

Comnilttae  Booms*  4y  Hanover  Sqaare. 
98ad  NoTOUber,  1847« 

The  Cooimtttee  of  the  Poor  Law  BCedical  Oflioeea 
Mbmit  to  yoa  the  enoloeed  retuni ;  and  thej  hof  the 
fftvonr  of  yon  lo  All  it  np,  and  retnra  it  to  then  toith 
4k»  leaaipombU  delay. 

In*  Older  to  support  the  representations  whieh  they 
mn  about  to  make  to  the  gOTormnent,  they  feel  it 
neoessary  to  be  in  possession  of  the  mosi  AiU  and 
noenrate  Information  as  to  the  preseet  state  of  nedieal 


CKnutAi  iutronim* 


PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY. 

CONOBMITAL  DBriCIBIICT   OF   THB  OALL^BI^DDBB.' 

Mr.  Canton  relates  the  followipg  XV  case.  .,|^ 
examining  the  body  of  a  female,  aged.  65»  his  attention. 
was  directed  to  the  circamstance  of  the  iriding  OK^dn- 
tion  of  bile  npon  the  neighbouring  intestines,  and.  01^ 
raising  the  iiTer  he  discovered  that  the  gall-bladder  wgf 
absentj  there  being  only  a  smalUndentation  in  thejUTec 
,at  iU  usual  position.  Suspecting  malformation  Mr. 
Canton  searched  for  the  viscus  or  its  remains,  but  withopt 


success  ^   and  on  making  slices  of  the  lirer  without 


nrrlving  at  that  information  Is,  by  the  general  trans- 
inlseion  to  them  ot  the  enoloeed  return.  Where 
medioal.  ofleers  have  not  attended  their  diatriots  so 
long  as  for  the  last  five  years,  it  will  be  snficient  to 
make  the  return  for  tho  time  only  that  they  have 
«ttended.  Their  attention  is  also  particnlariy  requested 
to  the  questions  regarding  the  best  mode  of  remunerating 
flnetfeal  attendanoe  on  the  poor. 

The  eemmHtee  beg  also  to  remind  yen,  that  eonsider. 
nUe  ezpensee  have  been,  and  must  be,  inourred,  in  the 
preoeoutlon  of  their  enquiries ;  and  they  earnestly 
leqnest,  that  yon  will  forward  m  subseription,  by 
poet  olBee  order,  or  otherwise,  to  the  treasurer,  Thomas 
Martin,  esq.,  Reigate* 

We  are. 
On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Yonr's  respeetlblly, 
Thomas  HoD«znf,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
T.  PiBBs  Hbalbt,  Hon.  Seoretary. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Honoraiy  Secretary,  4,  Hanover  Square. 

The  questions  submitted  in  the  form  of  return  are  as 
follows  :<— 
1.  District.  2.  Union. 

3.  Population.  4.  Acreage. 

5.  Total  number  of  sick  as  per  weekly  returo. 
^,  Number  of  sick  attended  but  not  included  in  weekly 
return. 

7.  Amount  of  annual  salary,  esdusive  of  eztru. 

8.  Amount  received  for  extras. 

9.  Payment  for  midwUiery :— »IUte  per  ca«e.    Amount 

received. 

10.  What  is  your  opinion  u  to  the  propriety  of  payment 

per  case,  and  the  amount  T 

11.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  a  fixed  salaiy,  baled  on 

the  number  of  cmcs  attended,  and  the  mileage  ? 

12.  What  is  yonr  opinion  as  to  payment  for  extra  cases 

exclusively  of  midwifery  ? 

1 3.  What  is  your  opinion  a»  to  fixed  payment  founded  on 

the  number  of  popnkuiou  and  area,  to  be  settled 
)>y  the  Poor4iaw  Gommivaonecs ! 
Thefutomt  tp  emhraee  the  &n  yean  ending  Lady  1  he  mcovered  his 
Dqr  1847. 


genitally  deficient.  The  liver  was  small,  the  right  a]|4 
left  hepatic  daots  of  their  usual  diameter,  uniting  at 
an  obtuse  angle  just  below  the  transverse  fissnre  to 
form  a  ductus  choledochus,  which  was  the  oomusoft 
hepatic  duct,  larger  than  usual  and  double  its  oidinaiy 
calibre.  The  lining  membrane  of  this  trunk  re> 
sembled  the  mucous  membrsne  ot  the  gall-bladder. 
The  cystic  artery,  vein  and  nerves,  were  wanting. 

In  his  comments  npon  the  case,  the  author  remaito 
upon  the  fact  that  the  gall-bladder  is  often  deficient  In 
the  lower  animals ;  in  mammalia,  birds  and  fishes.  He 
also  notices  the  occasional  degeneration  of  the  Tieens 
from  disease,  which  might  lead  to  the  ideaof  iti  abaenea 
in  consequence  of  its  conversion  Into  fibrous  timue;  thn 
mistake  is,  however,  rectified  by  the  presence  of  the 
cystic  artery  and  vein.  The  author  farther  observes^ 
that  no  specimen  should  be  set  down  as  one  of  eon- 
genital  deficiency  of  the  gall-bladder,  until  earefhl 
sections  of  the  livsr  have  been  made,  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  it  is  situated  in  the  substance  of  the 
latter  viscus,  either  in  a  perfect,  contracted,  or  condensed 
state,  in  other  words,  still  occupying  the  position  of 
the  early  festal  period.  Again,  the  condition  of  tha 
cystic  duct  should  be  noted,  and  its  presence  even  in 
the  modified  siate  referred  to,  would  justify  the  infer- 
ence  that  the  gall-bladder  had  at  some  period  been 
present,  though  imperfectly  developed,  and  that  firom 
imperfection  of  function  had  gradually  disappeared. 
That  the  case  under  consideration  is  rare,is  acknowladgad 
by  Mr.  Kiemao,  who  is  justly  regarded  as  a  high 
authority  in  matters  connected  with  the  anatomy  o£ 
the  liver. — Lancet,  October  16lh. 


PRACTICAL  MEDICINE. 

INSANITT  CURED  BT  THE  USB  OF  TBB  TRBPHINB. 

Dr.  Robertson,  resident  physician  to  the  YaoBOttth 
Military  Lunatie  Asylum,  has  furniahed  ua  with  tho 
following  instructive  case:— 

A  sailor,  aged  33,  was«dmitted  into  the  Cnmbarland 
Lunatie  Asylum,  Eebruaiy  1 0,  1845.  Ten  yeaim  ftlor 
he  fall  from  the  mast  of  a  ship,-  which  aooident  mas 
followad  by  an  attaok  of  aente  mania»    In  aiz  waakn 

iteU^otnal  tunUkm^  bni  eontlnnaJ 
ungovemable  in  hie  tempar  and  violent  In  fete 

(conAact^as  to  render  him  nnfit  ta  ha  at  larga^and-to 
necessitale  his  removal  to  the  Aaylam.  •  «» 

On  admission  he  complained  of  fkequent  pains  ia 


GENERAL  RETROSPECT. 
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t%Ji|^^4qUlSiO|t  tlu^l  tlKM,  paint  w«m  tf^iiMd  Vy  ^ 
■Ifl^  ktNklwg  him.  OUienrifo.  bU  joteUeftwa  AmjuL. 
tii^ jvtn  ioiUD^.    T«rio9S.  9jmp^dift  of  4iMM«  pf  tb« 

t^iiral«MoiM^4Lnd  WB8»»ttli||^tio  ▼iole»(fittof  patjiion. 
Aller  telng  i^iMtee.iAaic  mjIiub,  kicdtloaloii 
gm  iiajy  imd  the  iateUecliua  powers  of  bU  mind 
bfMW*  .  loiiQd ;  b»  condvot,  bowo? er,  oontiiinod 
«mfn(«ni«bK  .and  bis  liogaage  abosire,  wbi]#  kind 
ippida  made  no  hnpremion  on  bia  waywaid  temper^ 
^t^  alUl  complainad  of  paina  in  tbe  ii^ored  part. 

.On.  examining  the  bead,  I  diacorered  a  varj  distinct 
depMf^ion  on  tbe  poateiior  aoperior  margin  of  tbe 
Tight  pwielal  bone»  tbe  aitaation  to  which  he  referred 
ik$(  p»ina«  In  consnltatSon  with  my  ooUeagne,  Mr. 
J^nieaar  of  Feroy  8tieet»  Newcastle,  conaolting  surgeon 
tt.  tbe  InstitBtlon»  it  was  deoided  that  tbe  depreeaed 
portion  of  shall  be  remoTod  by  tbe  trephine. 

.  On  tbe  Sfd  of  Jannary,  1846^  the  operation  waa 
•IdllUly  performed  by  Mr.  Fumess.  The  patient  bore 
id  well  and  the  wound  healed  without  a  bad  symptom. 
Tbe  portion  of  the  craninm  removed  was  healthy  in 
appearance  on  both  ot  its  surfaces.  It  adhered  very 
fifmly  to  the  dura  mater,  requiring  considerable  force 
far  its  remaval.  It  was  altered  considerably  in 
form*  appearing  to  baTO  been  indented,  rather  than 
Aitotured,  wbich  is  not  improbable,  seeing  tbe  accident 
oeevrred  to  the  patient  when  only  thirteen  years  of  age. 

By  the  1st  of  Febmary  bis  conduct  was,  and  had 
been,  since  the  operation,  in  every  way  improved.  He 
had  had  no  bursts  of  passion ;  answered  civilly  when 
spoken  to,  and  was  grateful  for  tbe  relief  afforded  him. 
He  looked  forward  with  pleasure  to  bis  return  home, 
which  Was  promised  to  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
weaUier  improved.  He  had  for  tbe  last  fortnight  been 
wofkfng  on  the  farm,  and  stated  that  since  the  operation, 
be  had. been  free  from  pain  in  tbe  bead,  from  which 
ha  formerly  suiTered.  On  the  30tb  of  March  he  was 
disebaiged  <*  cured,"  having,  since  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  shewn  no  symptom  of  his  previous 
malady. 

MIDWIFERY. 

UBIOXS    OF    THS    MEBVOVS    BTSTEM,    &C.,   IN    TBB 
JfySAPXBAL  STATE,  COMM BCTED  WITH  AVBVMlHVVilA, 

Dr.  Simpson  has  related  some  cases  illustrative  of 
the  effects  of  Brlgbt's  disease,  as  denoted  by  the 
sppearaoce  of  albumen  in  the  urine  under  tbe  action 
of  beat  and  nitric  acid.  He  draws  the  following 
eimolusions  :— 

.  h  Albuminuria,  when  present  during  tbe  last  periods 
of  piiipBancy  and  labonr,  denotes  a  great  and  marked 
landancy  to  puerperal  convulsions* 

^  Albuminuria^  in  tbe  pregnant  and  puerperal  state, 
aoMeHmaa  gives  riea  to  other  and  more  anomalous 
deraagementa  of  tba  nanwiia  system,;  without  pro- 
caedlng  to  eonvnlsioos,  and  Drt  Simpson  has  especldlly 
•bserved  atatas  of  looal  paralyaia  and  neuralgia  in  tba 
cztiiMitles,fniip.tion«l  Ifsiim  of  sight  (amaurosis,  itc,) 
9mA  baadngi  hemiplegia  and  paraplegia  more  or  lest 
Mj  ievtloped. 


'rWi 


^'^,  fXdemaoltbaiiaeaaad^] 
•fXj  to^gswp)tal.agaiMo%^s  mt^U  ihp;  ii»st.fNmiggt 
results  pi  aibniBinwia.in  tbc^pregnaot  fomale*  r  7  •  - 
4.  The  pwmiiflo  of  thia  fsd^Mt^  or  »f;imy  oflba 
l0sione  of  tba-nnrvoas  systeniy  with  or  without ilba* 
osdema,  should  always  make  ua  aufpeetalbumfaiuiigi. 
and  if  our  anspioioiia  avavarifiad  by  tba  atata  «|.^^ 
iwine,  wa  abovld  dlUgantty  gaaid,  by  anUpblagiitla 
i9#ana,^  fce.,  against  tho. supervention  of  pgerpexiJ 
coai*«laions* 

6.  Albuminuria  and  iu  effects  are  far  mtfre  common 
in  first  than  in  later  labours,  and  theae  oonaHtnie  m 
diaeasa  whl^  4n  geoefal  disappears  antlrdy  -  after 
deHrery  $  but  J}t*  Simpson  baa  seen  one  case  cmn^ 
nfenelng  with  slight  blindnesa>  but  no  <Bd«na,  and 
ending  gradually  In  hemiplegia,  where  the  palsy  pac*^ 
tWy  remained  after  delivery,  and  after  tbe  disappear, 
anoa  of  tba  albuminuria.  In  another  patient  amaurosla' 
came  on  with  delivery,  and  had  been  piasent  for  aix 
months  when  Dr.  Simpson  first  saw  her.  There  wm 
no  osdema  or  other  symptom  of  albuminuria  azeept 
the  amaurosis ;  but,  on  testing  the  urine,  it  was  highly 
albuminous. 

6b  Albuminuria,  with  convulsions,  &c.,  occurring  in- 
any  labour  later  than  the  first,  generally  results  from 
fixed  granular  disease  of  the  kidney,  and  does  not 
disappear  after  delivery. 

7.  In  puerperal  convulsions,  &c,  produced  by  albu- 
minuria, the  immediate  pathological  cause  of  thu- 
nervous  lesion  is  perhaps  some  unascertained  but 
poisoned  state  of  tbe  blood.  Is  there  a  morbid  quantity 
of  urea  in  the  blood  t  In  several  specimens  of  the 
blood  of  patients  suffering  under  severe  puerperal 
convulsions,  furnished  by  Dr.  Simpson  toDr.Christison 
and  Dr.  Douglas  Maclagan,  these  gentlemen  had  been 
unable  to  detect  any  traces  of  urea.  Is  tbe  poisoning 
material  caseine  in  morbid  quantity  or  quality!  The 
dependence  shown  by  Gluge  and  others  of  albumi- 
nuria upon  stearosis  of  the  kidney,  makes  this  con> 
neetion  worthy  perhaps  of  some  inquiry. 

8.  In  cases  of  severe  puerperal  convulsions,  &c., ' 
from  albuminuria,  the  renal  secretion  is  in  general 
greatly  diminiihed,  and  Dr*  Simpson  has  found  active 
diuretics  apparently  of  great  use  along  with  or  after 
venesection,  antimony,  &c.,  especially  where  the  case 
waa  offering  to  become  prolonged. 

9.  Sometimes  hemiplegia  supervenes  during  preg- 
nancy without  albuminuria,  but  this  form  does  not 
seem  to  interfere  materially,  or  very  dangerously,, 
either  with  the  pregnancy  or  labour^tbe  dlseasa 
running  its  own  usual  course.  In  one  case  Dr.' 
Simpson  has  seen  tbe  patient  gradually  but  imperfecUy 
recover  tbe  use  of  the  palsied  arm  after  delivery.  In 
another  no  improvement  occurred.— TVomaef*  of  Edin^ 
Obstetric  Society.  * 

PVEBfBllX*  CONVULBIOMS  COKIIBCTSO  WITH  IMriiAX* 
MATION  OF  THE  IJ91IST. 

.vDr.  Simpson  bak  pointed  out  ibe  conaeotleB  of 
p«arpaial  oovndsiMa  wttb  daiagnMftt  af  Urn  Mfl^» 
aa  a  veiy  striking,  fact  in  obalatrifS  pathology*  H«-^« 
aeaa  posl-Morlim  appeaxioeta  of  .ncpbittlt  bi 
ifatid  t«M0  «f  conrvkiioBt, . 
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OENBRAL  RBTIlOSPBCr. 


■iiAi 


^••Mk*«>M««a 


CiiMi  I.«^I«  IMS  eCM,  the  paAleot,  •  dtliMls  female, 

WM  exlMuiaUd  by  ifae  paiiu  of  Ubovr,  and  «Mnpl*liiliif 

of  MTore  hoodiobe  wbon  the  conTvliioiii  tuponronod. 

Br.'NiYCii  proaipUj  and  easily  deUvered  the  chlid> 

^Meh  was  dead,  by  taroing.  The  conriilsioiit  gradaally 

■nbeid6d|bat  re-appeared  eeTeral  timea.    Id  tbe  kitev* 

Tals  abe  was  profeandly  eomalose;  audi  is  this  state 

sbe   died    about   forty  hoars  after  the  first  altaek. 

Poit^morUm  appearanoes.— When  the  lateral  Tentriolii 

of  the  right  side  was  opened,  flald  blood  esoaped.    Hie 

coTpns  striatam  and  enter  part  of  the  optle  thalamos 

were  broken  npf  and  mixed  with  a  large  qaantity  of 

■coagulated  blood,  forming  a  dot  of  large  size.    The 

Hold  blood  was  foond  in  the  opposite  lateral  ? eotrMe^ 

and  also  in  tbe  third  and  fourth  Tentrieles.    The  right 

kidney  was  oonTorted  into  numerous  cysts,  of  about 

tbe  sixe  of  a  walnuti  containing  unhealthy  pus,  which 

passed  along  the  ureter  and  filled  the  bladder.    Tbe 

left  kidney  ezhfbiled  an  adtanced  stage  of  Brigbt's 

dise*se. 

Cass  II.  — Dr.  Simpson  lately  saw,  with  Dr. 
Carmichael,  a  lady,  who  bad  so  perfectly  recovered  after 
a  labour  which  was  qaite  natural,  as  to  hsTO  been  out  at 
church,  &o.  Seven  weeks, howeter,  after  delivery,  after 
aom'e  sodden  anomalous  affections  of  sight  and  hearing 
for  thirty  or  forty  hours  previously,  she  was  seized  with 
4he  most  levere  convulsions.  Despite  free  evacua- 
tions, &e.,  they  continued  to  recur  from  time  to  time, 
smd  proved  fatal  in  three  hours;  the  patient  during 
that  time  never  being  perfectly  sensible.  The  pelvis 
of  each  kidney  was  filled  with  a  whitish  purulent-like 
matter,  and  its  mucous  lining  membrsne  coated  with 
large  patches  of  adherent  coagolable  lymph,  or  false 
membrane.  The  ventricles  of  the  brain  were  distended 
with  serous  fluid.  The  urine,  when  tested,  presented 
no  sign  of  albumen. 

Casb  III. — In  a  third  case,  one  fit  of  convulsions 
«ame  on  a  month  before  delivery,  and  recurred  again 
an  a  severe  and  fatal  form  fourteen  days  after  confine. 
menL  Daring  the  intervening  six  weeks  the  patient 
was  free  from  any  symptoms,  and  the  labonr  was  natural. 
The  last  attack  came  on  suddenly  in  the  evening,  about 
nine  o'clock;  the  convulsions  were  again  and  again 
repeated,  and  she  died  comatose  in  eight  hours.  Dr. 
Itf  aclagan.  Dr.  Handyside,  and  Dr.  Simpson,  examined 
the  urine  daring  this  last  attack,  but  found  in  it  no 
traces  of  albumen.  On  inspecting  the  body,  some 
irhitieh  turbid  fluid  was  found  in  the  renal  pelvis,  and 
could  be  pressed  out  abundantly  from  the  renal  papillsB. 
It  looked  like  pus.  On  microscopic  examination,  it 
seemed  to  contain  merely  a  very  large  quantity  of 
epithelial  cells,  and  no  pus-globules.  Was  this  inflam- 
matory! There  was  no  effused  fibrin  or  coagulable 
lymph. 

MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

FOUOMZMO  BT  VIHBOAft. 

Dr.  DaiM,  of  Montreal, narrates  the  case  of  a  widow 
woman,  with  four  children,  who  took,  as  near  as  bfi. 
•conid  ascertain,  a  quart.bowlfnl  of  common  vinegar. 
It  appears  she  had  been  dull  and  low  spirited  for  two 
<>t  thi9o  days  proTionslyi  in  consequfaos  of  the  neglect 


(as  her  Hrfoiids  suppose,)  of  a  person  ftm  whom  she 
had  received  the  most  marked  attention,  and  to  wbom 
ahe  had  been  attached  prior  to  her  marriage  with  hnr 
late  husband.  When  Dr.  Darid  saw  her,  aboui-dwae 
hours  after  she  had  taken  the  vinegar,  she  was  In  bai* 
covered  with  a  cold  perspiration,  and  trembling  from 
head  to  foot,  and  apparently  alarmed  at  9fwjhoiff 
and  everything  about  her.  Her  breathing  was  verj ' 
laborious  aod  harried ;  her  countenanoe  perfectly  w&d, 
and  the  pupils  dilated ;  the  tongue  was  dry  and  ooM, 
pulse  96,  and  full;  the  abdomen  mueh  distended*  with 
extremely  acute  pain  at  the  terokiailiu  cordis,  so  mneh 
so  that  tbe  sligbest  pressure  there  caused  her  to  alitlak 
out  She  did  not  know  any  one  about  her,  not  even 
her  own  children,  nor  had  s|ie  any  reooUectioB  of 
anything  that  had  happened  from  the  time  oT  tafciag 
the  vinegar,  which  was  about  eleven  at  night,  not  afmi 
of  her  having  gone  to  bed,  which  she  waatheUatIa 
the  house  to  do.  At  one,  the  inmates  were  all  awahonad 
by  her  shrieking  for  cold  water,  of  which  she  haddnink 
an  enormous  quantity  before  Dr.  Darid  was  called  to 
see  her.  There  was  not  any  pain,  heat,  nor  conalrietieB 
of  the  throat  or  fauces,  but  there  were  slight  efforts  i0 
vomit  Having  procured  some  sulphate  of  sine,  ha 
gave  her  two  scruples  in  a  cup  of  water,  which  ooMi 
produced  full  vomiting,  with  great  straining.  He  hai 
then  to  leave  her,  bat  ordered  full  and  repeated  deooi 
of  carbonate  of  magnesia  till  he  could  see  her  agaSa» 
which  he  did  about  six  hours  after,  and  found  her  mswh 
relieved,  and  only  complaining  of  headache,  which 
left  her  after  the  operation  of  a  dose  of  castor  oU.  Two 
days  after  she  was  taken  ill  with  a  slight  attack  of 
continued  fever,  but  is  doing  well. 

Dr.  Darid  mentions  that  the  quantity  she  threw  up 
from  the  effects  of  the  zinc  was  very  great,  and  smelt 
strongly  of  finegar,  which  she  still  persereres  In  saying 
she  did  not  take,  although  she  was  seen  with  the  bowl 
filled  with  it  in  her  hands  by  some  of  the  family,  when 
they  were  retiring  to  rest,  she  maintaining  that  aha 
used  the  whole  of  the  vinegar  in  bathing  her  head* 
However,  Dr.  David  thinks  we  have  strong  presumptivo 
evidence  against  her  having  so  used  it,  and  are 
justified  in  concluding  that  she  took  the  whole  of  it 
The  only  case  of  poisoning  by  acetic  acid  that  the 
author  has  been  able  to  find  is  the  one  related  bj 
Orfila  in  the  Antuien  cT  Hygiene,  and  quoted  by  both 
Beck  and  Christison:  The  experiments  instituted  bj 
Orfila  prove  that  common  vinegar  in  large  quantities  was 
found  destructive  to  dogs  when  vomidng  was  prevented. 
Taylor,  in  his  work  on  **  Medical  Jurisprudence^* 
says— *'  Acetic,  citric,  and  tartaric  acids  are  not  com« 
monly  considered  to  have  any  poisonous  action  on  the 
body,  at  least  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  case  reported 
of  them  having  acted  injuriously  on  the  human  subject,* 
and  he  is  the  only  modem  writer  on  medical  jurispnt« 
dence  who  takes  any  notice  or  makes  mention  of  tha 
acetic  acid.— Brflitft  American  JoumaL 


MEDICAL  INTK&UGBNCB. 


<n 


CERSBRAL  DISBASES  OF  CHILDREN. 

-«0   THB   BDXTOm   OV  THB  PROVINCIAL  MBDECAL  AND 

aVROICAL  JOURNAL. 

Sol, 

Hr.  Salter  hM,  I  Umik  70a  will  fiad,  made  ft  mistake 
in  Ue  paper  upon  the  •'  Cerebral  Diieaies  of  Children/* 
in  allele  nnmher,  when  he  refers  to  the  oetebrated 
iodaetiott  of  Louts,  which  Mr.  Salter  states  to  be,  ^  that 
if  tttbaroles  be  foond  in  the  brain,  they  are  euro  to  be 
met  with  in  other  otgans,  especially  the  langs,"  Now, 
il  is  qaiis  true  that  Loots  considered  taberoles  of  the 
brain-  and  grey  semi-transparent  grannlations  of  the 
pia  mater  as  morbid  changes  proper  to  phthisis ;  but  I 
am  not  aware  he  ever  drew  the  deduction,  that 
"  toberales  'being  foand  in  the  brain,  they  are  sure  to 
be  met  with  in  other  organs,  especially  the  langs.** 
What  I  haye  always  understood  as  the  great  dedaction 
of  Louie,  is  the  general  law,  stated  in  the  summary  to 
bia  Pathology  of  Phthisis,  p.  153,  of  the  translated 
•edition,  publiriied  by  the  Sydenham  Society,  «  That 
■after  the  age  of  fifteen,  tubercles  do  not  present  them- 
aelTee  in  any  organ  without  being  likewise  seated  in 
4ha  /tfN^f ." 

It  is  necessaiy  that  we  should  be  tery  careful  in 
coifectly  stating  the  deductions  of  a  man  like  Louis, 
and  therefore  I  Tentnre  to  call  Mr.  Salter's  attention 
«oit» 

Mr.  Salter  will  also,  I  think,  find  that  the  quickening 
of  the  slow  pulse  of  hydrocephalus  acutns  by  the  slightest 
exertion,  is  a  fact  well  known  to  systematic  writers. 
I  refer  him  more  especially  to  the  **  Cyclopcodia  of 
Ptaotleal  Medicine,"  and  to  Watson's  Lectures. 

Your  obedient  serrant, 

C.  Rt  BREE* 


EFFECTS  OF  CHLOROFORM. 

to  the  kditob  of  thb  provincial  mboical  and 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

J  yesterday  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  the  effects 
of  chloroform  on  a  boy,  seven  years  old,  who  had  met 
with  severe  injury  to  the  ancle-joint.  A  small  piece  of 
sponge  was  dipped  in  the  liquid  and  spplied  to  the 
nostrils,  and  in  about  two  minutes  he  sank  into 
apparently  a  sound  sleep,  the  lips  and  countenance 
retaining  their  usual  colotft-.  I  then  amputated  the 
leg  below  the  knee,  assisted  by  Mr.  Gibbon,  and  Mr. 
James  Roughton,  the  boy  remaining  quite  unconscious 
until  all  was  finished;  he  was  then  placed  in  bed^ 
passed  a  good  night,  and  up  to  the  present  time  he  has 
had  no  unfavourable  symptom. 

I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  WYMAN. 

Kettering,  November  28tb,  1817. 


MEDICAL  REFORM. 


TO  THB  BOITOB  OF  THB  PROTINOIAL  MBDICAL  AND 

■VROICAL   JOURNAL. 
SlB» 

The  most,  I  take  it,  to  be  complained  of  fb  the  reeent 
Charter  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  is  its  retrospective 
offset,— that  is,  if  the  name  or  distinction  of  «  Follow". 


gives  any  material  advantage  to  its  poaaesior, 

thai  all  the  members  before  the  granting  of  the  Chailet 

(ezoluslve  of  the  Council,)  were  de  jure  equal. 

The  Fellowship  confers  no  legal  or  positive  advantage 
on  those  who  have  been  some  years  in  practice,  neiAer 
is  the  possession  of  it  in  one  likely  to  injure  anotberi 
whft  does  not  hold  it,  but  who  has  aequirsd  a  weU- 
des^ved  confidence  in  his  professional  charaoter. 

;  B  believe  that  much  good  will  ensue  from  what  will 
be  required  of  those  who,  from  motivee  of  laudablo ' 
ambition,  seek  for  the  Fellowship ;  and  I  contend,  that 
so  far,  the  Council  is  to  be  commended  for  its  onward 
movement      The   public   is    becoming   daily   move* 
acquainted  with  tiiese  distinctive  tests  of  quslifieatioiif 
and  I  am  of  opinion  the  more  that  is  required  as  a  proof  * 
of  iKness,  the  higher  will  be  the  estimation  of  the 
public  towards  those  who  have  undergone  the  superioc  • 
ordeal.  Here  then,  I  hold,  that  it  is  altogether  illiberal 
and  Impolitic,  to  frustrate  or  hinder  the  changes  of  • 
every  succeeding  age,  so  long  as  justice  and  fair  dealing 
is  kept  in  view  by  the  authorities  which  promote  them. 

To  my  mind  **  it  seems  strange,  passing  strange,"  in 
the  general  question  of  Medical  Reform,  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  medical  profession,  as  a  body,  should, 
be  so  utterly  thrown  aside  and  uncared  for ;  that,  as 
a  profession,  it  should  neither  be  legislated  for,  or  its 
position  at  all  a  matter  of  public  concern,  because 
forsootb,  of  sections  and  divisions  amongst  its  own 
members,  whose  jealousy  is  roused  as  soon  as  any 
general  scheme  does  not  comprehend  or  provide  for 
their  particular  casee. 

Mr.  Oarlick  may  use  his  statistics,  and  Mr.  Daniell 
may  continue  to  declaim  in  his  own  energetic  perora- 
tions i  but  if  medical  practitioners  do  not  observe 
towards  each  other  that  consideration  and  forbearance 
which,  as  professional  men,  they  ought  to  do.  It  is 
frivolous, — nay,  more,  it  is  useless,  to  complain  of 
guardians,  commissioners,  or  others. 

'*  Quaeqae  ipse  miserrima  vldi.  **  " 

The  lawyers  and  the  clergy  do  these  things, better  and 
it  behoves  the  men  of  physic  to  pursue  a  widely  different 
course  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  security  and  a  safeguard  for  their  real  and  permanent 
benefit. 

November  4, 1847.  A.  J. 


STATE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

to  tbb  bditor  of  thb  provincial  medical  ajfo 

surgical  journal. 
Sir, 

How  common  is  the  remark  amongst  medical  men 
that  theirs  is  an  ill-used  profession !  It  is  notorious 
that  we  are  not  only  the  servants,  but  even  the  slaves,' 
of  the  public ;  and  we  find  injustice  perpetrated  against 
us  in  such  a  diversity  of  wsys  as  to  find  no  parallel  la 
any  other  profession  or  calling. 

Tour  readers  have  been  often  gratified  at  the  stand 
which  you  have  frequently  made  against  ii^ustioe  and 
oppression  on  the  part  of  coroner's  juries,  guardians' 
of  the  poor,  and  the  public.    It  appears  to  the  writer 
that  tfala  is  a  very  fitting  opportunity  for  a  AiU  aad 
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nitTtilriiigtii"tt*fgi**^"*  Into  MliihM  f  Bim  tni1  attendanl 
'jiynmy^^t^fM  of  a  atet^  of  thinfa  which  all  deplore* 
•li4,fto«L  which  we  ahould  rejoice  to  be  delivered. 
Our  JntifMlftlpadlj  caU  for  inqoiij,  and  the  honour  of 

II  was  with  no  inoondderable  degree  of  pleasure 
that  a  »onth  or  two  ago  we  obserred  a  letter  ligned 
'^Sorntator*'  bearing  npon  this  qnestiony  and  an  able» 
bat  not  conclosive  leading  article*  about  the  tame  titde. 
SIfnce  then^  bowerer,  the  sobjeot  has  been  snffered  to 
die.  away  until  yoor  lastnomber  appeared,  containiog 
Ik  «  Report  of  a  Meeting  of  Foor-Law  Union  Offioere." 
It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  prove  a  fresh  occasion 
for  joa  to  hackle  on  joar  annonr  afresh,  and  to  stand 
foKlh  in  all  the  strength  of  a  righteoos  canse,  as  the 
ohampion  of  the  oppressed. 

Before  I  conclude,  allow  me  respectfully  to  suggest 
the  fottowing  qaeiy :«— "  Mow  fariiiht  projtuion  itself 
to  UoM/ar  the  low  and  dggraded  poaUhn  m  which  Ut 
mtmhon  too  often  Jind  Uutn$elv€$  placed  f 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

PREMIUM. 

Manchester,  November  8, 1847. 
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SOCIETY  OF  APOTHSCABIBBk 
Gentlemen  admitted  LioeiiiialM»Thanday^Noi 
11th,  1847:— > Waller  Thompson,  London;  WUUam 
Braithwaite,  Plymouth;  Wi^iam  Pearoe,  Bingloy, 
Yorkshire;  Thomas  WaUon,  Bristol;  Cbailee. fimtt ;, 
John  Brotor  Hicke,  Lymlaglon;  Stewwi  BlaeMc 
Roberto;  John  Olondarvnle  Wiaetone,  London ;  Ban- 
jamhi  Frenofa,^Neath;  JTamee  L«dner  Orooa,  Holywell^ 
Thursday,  Noeember  ISih:— Robert  Walmialey 
Bexter,  Bromley,  Kent;  Bei^ambs  Ksalley,  W«M- 
minstcr ;  John  BeeoroA,  Ely ;  Robert  Alesaader  Wm» 
Westlef,  Bombay. 


medttal  IntelUgetice* 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHOLERA. 

The  cholera  is  stated  to  have  reached  St  Petersburg 
and  Cronstadt,  and  has  also  sppeared,  but  in  a  very 
mild  form,  at  Dunabnrg,  about  forty  miles  from  the 
frontier  of  Prussia. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Thomas  Shapter,  Esq.,  M.D.,  has  been  elected  Phy- 
sician to  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Blackall,  resigned. 

George  Johnson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Medical  Tutor  of 
King's  College,  London,  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Physician  to  King's  College  Hospital. 
<  Edward  Cock,  Esq.,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the 
Surgeons  of  Guy's  Hospital,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  John 
Morgan,  deceased. 

Sir  Henry  Marsh,  Bart,  late  President  of  the  College 
of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Irish  Board  of  Health,  to  succeed  Sir  Robert  Kane,  who 
has  resigned. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  November 
19th  :-^.  P.  Teebay;  W.  Pearce;  G.  R.  Pemberton; 
"Vf,  Fincham ;  J.  W.  Elliott ;  W.  J.  Edwards ;  G.  Raper ; 
J.  Urquhart;  J.  F.  Uniacke;  G.  H«  King;  N.  D.  S. 
Wallioh;  T.  Green. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Memben  on  Friday,  Norember 
86th:— R,  Dowell;  H.  W.  H.  Richardson;  M.T. 
]||aMn;T.  H.MitcheU;  J.Mar8hiai;£.3tjide;  G.T. 
BtBkf ;  J.  RobiAion;  T.  Smith, 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  November  10th,  at  Ardee,  Felis  M'DobmH, 
Esq.,  M.D. 

November  llih,  aged  5S,  at  Berlin,  of  apoplezjv 
John  Fiederick  Dieffenbach.  This  oelebiatad  tnifeoa 
was  bom  at  Konigsbnrg,  in  the  year  170^  and  waa 
originally  a  student  of  theology.  Ha  entered  tke 
medical  profeMion  after  having  served  as  a  volontoec 
during  the  war  in  1814  and  181^  and  became  a  pnpU 
of  Dupuytren,  at  the  Hotel  Dien,  Paris,  in  the  year 

1833. 
November  14th,  at  Dundalk,  of  fever,  Lawrenee 

Martin,  Esq.,  M.D. 

November  15th,  aged  75,  Joseph  Tonlmin,  £iq*r 
M.R.C.S.,  of  Hackney. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

On  Indigestion :  iu  Pathology  and  Treatment,  by 
the  Local  Application  of  Umform  and  Continuooa 
Heat  and  Moisture.  By  James  Arnott,  M.D..  Fhy. 
sician  to  the  Brighton  Dispensary.  London:  Chorchill 
1847.    8vo.  pp.  107. 

An  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Jaws,  and  their 
Treatment  By  Leonaid  Koeeker,  Surgeon J>eBtSal^ 
&c.  &c.  New  Edition.  By  J.  B.  Mitchell,  M.D., 
Surgeon-Dentiit.  London:  Churchill.  1847.  8to. 
pp.  94. 

Inaugural  Address  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Instita- 
tion.  By  Samuel  Wright,  M.D.,  F.R.S.S.A.,  Pro- 
fessor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  Queen's  College;  Fhy. 
sician  to  the  Queen's  Hospital,  &c  Birmingham: 
1847.    pp.  14. 

The  Calendar  of  the  Queen's  College,  Birmingham. 
I84a  Edited  by  thea>ean  of  the  Faculty.  Binning* 
ham.    Tonks.    1848.    pp.110. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from  Dr«  J.  T« 
Simpson;  Mr. C.  R.  Bree;  Mr.CJ.  Thiokes  Mr.. 
Bottomley ;  Dr.  Oke;  E.  L.;  the  ShefieU  Medieal 
Society ;  Mr.  Croihpton. 

The  important  paper  on  ^  Hemiay**  by  *  a  Betfied 
Surgeon  of  the  Irish  College,''  haa  beea  vinMllM/ 
delayed,  but  will  appear  in  the  nest  number.    .  . 

Mr.  Crampton'a  commnnioatiQn  wt^  .n9«&«i4  ^  1*^ 
for  inHdioA  in  the  preset  nambor* 
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MEMOIR  ON  TURNING,  AS  AN  ALTERNATIVE 
FOR  CRANIOTOMY  AND  THE  LONG  FOR- 
CEPS, IN  DEFORMITY  OF  THE  BRIM  OF 
THE  PELVIS,  &c.  &c. 

By  J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  F.R.S.E., 
Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Unirersity  of  Edinburgh, 

&c.  &c. 

PART  L 
Sect.  I.— Illvstrative  Case,  and  Introdqctokt 

Remarks. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Obstetric  Society,  of  Edinbnrgh, 
held  on  the  20tb  of  January,  1847, 1  had  an  opportunity 
of  shewing  to  the  members  a  large  infant,  extracted  on 
the  preceding  evening  by  the  operation  of  turning, 
through  a  pelris,  the  brim  of  which  was  greatly  con- 
tracted. The  foUoyiing  particulars  were  at  the  same 
time  stated  regarding  the  history  of  the  case. 

Cass  I. — The  mother  was  very  lame,  with  the  lumbar 
rertebrse  much  distorted,  and  had  been  twice  pregnant. 
Her  first  labour  had  been  extremely  protracted,  in 
consequence  of  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  pro- 
jecting forwards  and  downwards,  so  as  to  diminish 
much  the  eonjogato  diameter  of  the  brim.  After  being 
several  days  in  labour,  syvptoma  requiring  interference 
superveoed,  and  Mr.  Figg,  her  medical  attendant, 
availed  himself  of  the  able  advice  of  my  friends,  Drs. 
Malcolm  and  Marr.  These  gentlemen  considered  it 
proper  to  ascertain  whether  the  child  might  not  be 
capable  of  being  delivered,  without  the  dire  necessity 
of  embryulcio.  After  a  long  and  cautious  trial,  how- 
erer,  of  the  long  forceps,  they  found  it  impossible  to 
advance  the  head  with  them,  and  were  at  last  driven 
to  have  recourse  to  craniotomy.  Even  after  the 
cranium  waa  perforated,  and  freely  broken  down,  it 
was  found  a  matter  of  much  time  and  dllBouhy  to  drag 
with. the  crotchet  tbe.collapaed  head  of  the  fntvs 
through  the  dis^rted  brim*  and  the  patkat  made  a 
Tery  long  and  prottacted  convalescence. 

She  was  earnestly  advised  to  har^  prem^tuce  laliioi^ 
indoce49  provided  she  agai^  fell  in  the  family-way; 
but  Mr.  Figg  was  not  made  aware  of  her  state  till  she 
was  near  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  of  her  second 
pregnancy,  and  when  it  was  too  late  to  justify  in- 
teffereaoe.  Ptetaritkm  attperrened  in  a  few  days.  I 
aaw  her  with  him>  ia  tha  aftanioon  of  XU  19t!i  of 
JaBDwy,a  fev  hoars  aftar  the  fint  laboar'^paiae  had 
conmeaced*    ThaotiHtti  utatdenblriMUimated, 

Nt. »,  Deetttbar  14, 1847. 


the  membranes  still  entire ;  and  the  head,  which  wa» 
difficult  to  reach,  was  found  high  and  mobile  above' 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis ;  a  pulsating  loop  of  the  nm- 
bilical  cord  was  prolapsed  before  it.     During  the' 
course  of  the  few  following  hours,  no  advance  hnng  • 
made,  I  proceeded  shortly  after  nine  in  the  evenia^ » 
(the  labooff  had  commenced  in  the  forenoon,)  to  make* 
the  mother  inhale  the  vaponr  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  . 
to  extract  the  chtldy  as  I  had  previously  detarag^aed 
to  do«  by  the  operation  of  turning.  The  oe  uteri  was  so<^ 
dilated,  as  not  to  offer  any  impediment  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  hand  $  the  head  was  pushed  aside,  and  a 
knee  seized  with  great  ease.    With  this  hold  the  infant 
was  readily  turned,  and  its  extremities  and  trunk 
drawn  down,  but  the  extraction  of  the  head  through 
the  distorted  brim  was  a  more  difficult  task.    After 
the  arms  were  brought  down,  very  great  exertion  ii»  * 
the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the  brim  was  required , 
before  the  head  was  extracted ;  still  not  above  two  or 
three  minutes  elapsed  from  the  first  introduction  of 
the  band  till  the  complete  extraction  of  the  infant*^ 
It  gasped  several  times  after  it  was  born,  but  full 
r^piration  could  not  be  established.    Its  head  waa 
compressed  laterally,  the  left  parietal  region  flattened^  ' 
and  the  anterior  part  of  the  right  parietal  bone  deeply 
indented  by  the  pressure  to  which  it  had  beeu  subjected 
against  the  prpjecting   promontory  of   the  sacmm. 
The  transverse  or  bitemporal  diameter  of  the  head  at 
the  se^t  of  the  indentation,  was  found,  on  careful  ad- 
measurement,  and   when   held   compressed  by  the 
fingers,  not  to  be  above  two  and  a  half  inches.    Heoce 
the  conjugate  diameter  of  the  brim  did  not,  in  any 
probability,  exceed  this.     The  infant,  a  female,  waa 
large,  and  above  the  usual  size;  it  weighed  exactly 
eight  pounds,  the  average  weight  of  the  female  infant 
at  birth  being  about  six  pounds  and  three  quarters. 
In  consequence  of  being  placed  under  the  complete 
anasthetic  influeDce  of  the  inhalation  of  sulphuric 
ether  before  the  operation  wm  began,  the  mother  waa 
quite  uncoascioua  of  pain  or  sofeing  daring  the 
whole  process  of  the  tumi^g  and  extractiea  of  the 
infant.    She  made  a  recoFety  that  waa  uaialefruptadljr  . 
good  and  rapid,  and  left  her  bed,  diassed»  and  walked 
into  the  next  room,  on  the  fourth  day  after  delivery. 

The  9seoefUag.cas«.w»s»  at  tha  time  0f  its  occaiw 
re^c^  oaa  of  iatMiie  imetestto  na  in  two  poiptt  of  • 
view*    For  fmt^  it  was  the  first  case  in  whidh  I  or 
any  other  accoucheur  had  ever  tried  the  eflTe^ts  of 
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ather-inhaUtlon  dariog  labour,  and  so  far  it  k,  1 1  rtnex  or  bate  of  the  cooe,  formed  by  die  bead  «ad 

beliere,  deatined  to  form  the  commencement  of  n  neir    body  of  the  fmtns,  comes  fint,  it  may  maiGO  ita 

and   Important   epoch   in   obatetric  practices     Bat 

Meeondly,  the  caae  appeared  to  me  to  be  one  of  great 

moment  ai  an  apposite  illustration  of  Tiews  which  I 

bad  been  preriously  led  to  entertain,  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility and  propriety  of  substituting,  in  some  Ibstances, 

extraction  by  the  feet  for  extraction  by  the  crotchet^ 

the  delirery  of  the  infant  by  the  hand  of  the  accoucheur 

instead  of  its  deUvery  by  instruments— the    lateral 

compression  of  the  child's  head  by  the  contracted  sides 

of  the  pelris,  instead  of  its  more  dangerous  oblique  or 

longitudinal  compression  by  the  long  forceps,<^and, 

dbo9$  olU  '^  transient  and  not  neetuorily  fattU,  depret* 

»on  qf  th$Jtexible  skull  nf  thsfiettu^for  the  dsstrmtise 
mad  necesMorUy  deadly  perforation  of  it. 

It  is  in  this  second  or  latter  point  of  new  that  I 
propose  to  consider  the  preceding  and  other  aaalo(paua 
*  cases  in  the  present  memoir. 

In  directing  the  attention  of  the  Obstetnc  Society 
in  January  last,  to  the  case  which  I  hare  stated  above, 
and  its  relations  to  the  question  of  turning,  I  took 
occasion  to  state  that  I  had  practised  the  same  opera- 
tion as  an  alternatire  for  craniotomy  and  the  long 
forceps,  in  other  instances  in  which  the  head  had  been 
morbidly  detained  at  the  brim,  from  tfie  existence  of 
disproportion  between  the  two ;  and  that  I  believed  it  to 
present  the  following  advantages  over  embryulcio :— It 
gave  the  child  a  chance  of  life ;  it  was  more  safe  to  the 
mother,  because  it  could  be  performed  earlier  in  labour 
and  more  speedily;  it  enabled  us  to  adjust  and  extract 
the  head  of  the  child  through  the  imperfect  pelvic  brim 
in  the  most  advantageous  form  and  direction,  the  head 
flattening  laterally  under  the  tractioos  the  neck  (if 
the  child  were  living  or  only  lately  dead,)  was  so 
strong  as  to  allow  us  to  exert  such  a  degree  of  traeiion 
upon  the  obstructed  head,  that  the  sides  of  the  crantum 
might  become  very  greatly  compressed,  or  even 
indented  under  it,  and  that  without  necessarily  destroy- 
ing the  child ;  and  lastly,  it  was  a  practice  which  could 
be^fOllowed  when  proper  instruments  were  not  at  band, 
and  the  avoidance  of  instruments  was  generally  de- 
sirable, when  it  was  possible. 

These  observations  were  published  in  the  March 
number  of  the  "  Monthly  Journal  of  Medical  Scieoc^" 
(p«  1^18.*)  In  a  later  number  of  the  same  Journal,  in 
describing  a  case  of  delivery  through  a  pelvis  extremely 
deformed  by  maalacosteon,  I  took  occasion  to  discuss, 
in  brief  terms,  the  different  means  of  treatment 
required  in  contracted  pelves  of  different  dimensions  \ 
and  I  repeated  in  the  same  words  the  above  advantafiies 
of  timing  in  compiMrison  with  embryul^o^  Ai  4he 
same  time  I  stated  in  addition,  inrelaiiai  is  thelhsorf 
of  the  practice,  that  "  I  believed-tfaat  When  the  ehUd 
presents  by  the  feet,  and  thus  the  apex,  instead  of  the 


•  I  had  previously  stated  the  details  of  the  case  at  page 
S39,  and  again  at  page  7S1/ 


without  embryulcio,  through  a  pelvis,  the  smallness 
of  which  would  otherwise  have  necessitated  mntiiatioa 
or  the  operation  of  cnniotQay." 

The  essay  from  which  I  stake  this  extract  appealed 
in  the  No*  of  the  Journal  that  was  published  on  the 
Ist  Jnly,  1847. 

A  few  weeks  subsequently,— vis.,  in  the  Pra^imtial 
Modieal  and  Swifieal  Jowmal  for  July  28,  Dr.  Radford, 
of  Manchester,  engaged  in  the  iavestigatioa  of  She 
question,  by  publishing  a  communication  '*  On  Tumtng 
in  Labours  rendered  Diihcnlt  by  Distortion  of  the 
Pelvis."    In  this  communication  Dr.  Radford  avoids 
all  allusion,  by  name  or  reference  at  leasts   to  the 
previous  observations  which  I  bad  ventured  to  offer  to 
the  profession  on  the  subiect,  and  he  propounds  the 
practice  to  his  readers  as  if  it  were  a  new  and  original 
suggestion  on  hia  own  part,  as  far  as  British  midwifery 
is  concerned.    At  the  same  time,  in  a  q>irit  of  true 
humanity,  which  does  him  high  honour,  he  strongly 
declares,  that  "  whatever  practice  can  safely  sopenede 
the  murderous  operation,— craniotomy,— <ahoald   be 
adopted."  **  The  records  of  operative  midwifery  ought 
not  (he  observes,)  to  be  stained  with  so  barbarous  a 
procednre,  which,  according  to  the  present  recognised 
principles  of  practice,  is  so  unconditionally  and  so 
unhesitatingly  performed."    And,  he  adds,  *'  It  cannot 
be  a  mattes  of  surprise  that  I  ahould,  entertaining 
opinions  that  craniotomy  ought  to  be  considered  an 
operation  of  necessity,  and  not  of  election,  hail  with 
delight  any  measure  which  only  promises  to  lessen  the 
number  of  these  destructive  operations." 

Afterwards,  Or.  Radford  proceeds  to  offer  some 
remarks  which  eiidently  shew  that  he  haa  mistaken 
alike  in  its-  principles  and  in  most  of  its  details,  the 
alternative  operation  ivhich  I  had  proposed  to  substi* 
tute  for  instrumental  delivery;  the  fault,  however,  is, 
I  believe,  chiefly  or  entiraly,  my  own,  and  is  a  natmfal 
result  of  the  brevity  and  imperfections  of  my  previous 
notices  on  the  subject.  Indeed,  I  have  reason  to  know, 
that  Dr.  Radford's  misconeepttona  of  the  proqposed 
practice  are,  on  this  very  account,  shared  in  by  many 
^othen.  It  is  with  the  anxious  view  of  remedying  this 
delect  that  I  draw  up  the  present  commonication,  and 
I  trust  that  the  great  practical  importance  of  the 
qoestiDasdiseoased  in  it,  will  stand  as  some  apology  for 
the  jothen^se  onwamntable  proli;dty  and  repetitions 
that  may  possibly  be  observed  in  the  discussion. 

In  following  out  the  object  I  have  indicated»  I  will 
treat  severally  and  successively  of  the,  kind  of  cases 
which  gave  rise  to  the  snggestiQas  of  the  proposed 
practice  j  of  the  theory,  principlei^  or  mechanism  oC 
the  practice;  and  of  its  advantages  in  relation  to  the 
cnrtaUment  of  the  dnmtion  of  labow*  I  will  thm 
answer  the  obfeetioM  whichl  have  hesfd  raised  i^siast 
it|  in  relation  to  the  safety  of  theiatat^and  thcssfietf 


TURNING  IN  DEFORMITY  OF  THE  PELVIS. 


6/5 


d  the  mother;  and  I  willj  ImUj*  consider  the  classet  |  in  wUcb  the  child  was  extracted  footling,  in  con 


of  cases  best  adapted  for  the  practice,  and  tht  con- 
ditloas  requisite  for  its  success,  t 

Si€T.II«— Etidkncb  Suggestive  ov  the  Practice. 

In  studying  in  their  more  minute  details,  (he  obste- 
tric histories  of  recorded  cases  of  morbid  contractions 
of  the  pelris,  I  hare  been  often  forcibly  struck  with  the 
circumstance,  that  apparently  when  the  child  presented 
prsstematurally,  and  in  consequence,  ultimately  passed 
with  the  feet  or  peine  extremity  first,  the  labour 
seemed  frequently  both  easier  and  safer  to  the  mother 
and  infant,  than  when,  in  other  labours  in  the  same 
patients,  the  head  of  the  fcetus  happened  to  form  the 
presenting  part*  In  this  way,  mothers  who  had 
always  suffered  under  tnery  severe  and  instrumental 
labours,  when  their  children  presented  with  the  head 
foremost,  were,  I  found,  not  unfrequently  fortunate 
enough  to  escape  far  more  easily,  when,  at  other  times, 
the  in  Ant  chanced  either  to  present  originally  with 
the  fbet,  or  had  the  feet  arttficiatty  bronghl  down 
during  the  labour  in  consequence  of  the  infant  lying 
trttneferiely  with  the  arm  or  shonMer  coastitoting  the 
presenting  part ; — ^nay,  the  history  of  some  few  cases 
incidentally  but  strongly  showed,  that  when  the 
distortion  and  obstruction  in  the  maternal  passages 
were  so  great  as  to  have  invariably  necessitated  in  all 
the  previous  labours  the  death  of  the  infant  by  the 
operation  of  craniotomy,  a  living  child  was  occasion* 
ally  at  last  happily  bom  alive,  when  it  happened  to 
pass  or  to  be  brought  through  the  contracted  pdvea 
as  an  original  or  artificial  footling  presentation.  In 
aach  instances  the  presentation  of  a  hand  or  foot,  when 
first  discovered  at  the  commencement  of  labour,  has 
been  regarded  as  an  undoubted  source  of  increased 
danger  and  diflicnlty,  but  it  has  at  last  more  frequently 
proved  a  source  of  increased  safety  to  the  mother,  and 
the  indirect  means  of  the  preservation  of  the  infant. 

As  an  illustration  of  these  remarks  I  might  appeal 
to  the  evidence  of  many  different  cases  observed  and 
recorded  by  different  authore,  without  any  view  to 
such  a  question  as  that  which  forms  the  subject  of 
the  present  memoir.  But  to  avoid  superfinlty  of 
proof,  I  will  in  the  mean  time  restrict  the  evidence 
to  a  very  abridged  statement  of  the  cases  of  the  kind 
recorded  by  one  or  two  authore;  and  for  this  purpose, 
I  first  select  the  work  of  Dr.  Smellie,  believing,  as  I 
aincerely  do,  that  his  writings  are  not  less  reaarinble 
for  the  strong  thoughts  and  singular  practical  sagacity 
which  they  display,  than  for  the  spirit  of  candour  flttd 
truthfulness  with  which  all  his  facts  are  reported. 
In  his  volumes.  Dr.  Smellie  has  recorded  an  unusual 
number  of  contracted  and  distorted  pelves;  among 
them  I  find  the  following  cases  illustrative  of  the 
remarks  which  I  have  ventured  to  oAer  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraphs.  Hie  three  fint  cases  relate  to 
Afttond  pelvic  presentations;  the  twe  iMtareinstancM 


sequence  of.  its  presenting  transversely,  or  with  the 
uppe«:eztre«uty. 

Caes  IIi»»To  a  woman  **  who  had  snffteed  es»y 
maml  in  ber  former  labours  from  the  pelvis  being  dts* 
tortedy'*  Dr^SmeUie  was  called,  and  found  the  breech 
of  the  child  presenting.  The  extraction  of  the  head 
required  considerable  management,  but  the  child  was 
saved.'  XCollect  32,  Case  10.) 

Case  IJI.^Dr.  SmelUe's  assistance  was  requested 
for  a  patient  with  '*  the  breech  presenting,  and  the 
pelyis  distorted."  The  midwife  told  him  "that  the 
woman's  former  labours  had  been  very  difficult  and 
tedious,  but  now  as  the  breech  presented  she  was 
afraid  the  difficulty  tvonld  be  greater."  He  "  saved 
this  cbild  also,  although  a  good  deal  of  foree  was  used 
to  deliver  the  head."    (IWd,  Case  2.) 

Case  IV. — A  woman,  with  the  **  pelvis  narrow,"  and 
**  who  formerly  was  used  to  have  tedious  laboon,"  had 
a  breech  presentation.  Dr.  Smellie  brought  down  the 
legs,  **  as  the  breech  did  not  advance  with  the  assist* 
anoe*  of  the'stsong  pains."  The  child  was  delivered 
witbdifficulty,  but  alive.    (Aid,  Case  13.) 

Case  Vv^A  woman,  with  "  the  pelvis  distorted  and 
awTf,  from  the  right  ilium  being  much  higher  than  the 
other/*  was  three  times  pregnant.  The  firat  labour 
was  terminated  by  craniotomy.  The  child  in  the 
second  labour  was  premature,  and  presented  by  the 
arm.  It  was  brought  away  alive  by  turning.  In  her 
third  labour  the  child  reached  the  full  time,  presented 
by  the  head,  was  turned,  and  lost.  (IM^  34,  No.  % 

Casel.) 

Case  VI.— A  woman,  with  "  a  narrow  and  distorted 
pelvis,  from  the  three  lowest  vertebrae  of  the  loins 
bending  forward,"  four  times  reached  the  full  period  of 
pregnancy.  In  her  firat  and  third  laboon  the  ehUd 
required  to  be  mutilated  by  craniotomy  before  delivery 
could  be  accomplished.  The  infant  in  the  second 
laboar  was  small,  and  **  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
saved,  by  the  assistance  of  the  forceps."  At  the  fourth 
confinement  the  right  shoulder  of  the  child  presented« 
Dr.  Smellie  fint  tried  cephalic  venion,  but  failed.  He 
then  seized  one  leg,  turned  the  child,  brought  out  the 
body  and  extremities,  and  ultimately,  after  much  exer^^ 
tion,  extracted  the  head.  The  child  was  alive.  The 
molber  recovered  better  than  in  any  of  ber  preceding 
4abottn.    (/M,  No.  5,  Case  2.) 

In  his  "Clinical  Midwifery,"  Dr.  Lee  reporU  the 
foliowiog  case  as  one  probably  similar  to  those  which 
first  suggested  the  propriety  of  the  artificial  inductioa 
of  premature  labour  :— 

Case.— The  patient  had  been  five  times  preg« 
nant.  She  was  delivered  of  her  fint  child  by  erani« 
otomy.  Dr.  Lee  employed  the  ssme  operation  t9 
deliver  her  at  her  fourth  confinement.  "At  the  end 
of  A#  seventh  month  of  her  second  pregnancy  labour 
cuae'easpoalsaeouely,  and  the  child  was  bom  alivi0 
wftbont  aniMel  assistaaee,  and  has  been  reared.'' 
Her  third  pregnancy  was  terminated  by  labour  coming 
OA  »t  the  conneBceBMut  of  th«  eighth  monUi,   1*  Th« 
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nates  presen&ili  and  the  cliild  was  idao  extracted 
alini"  **  i>r.  H.  DaVies  indneed  premature  labonr'  at 
the  serentli  and  a  kalf  month  of  her  fifth  pregnatfcy, 
mi^  Ihe.chUd  wai  bom  alire»  bnt  died  aoM. after' in 
cooftlfiolw*" 

Ooenrrencea  aimilar  to  what  happened  in  the  pre- 
ceding case  mast,  obserres  Dr.  Lee,  **  originally  hare 
anggested  the  idea  of  bringing  on  premature  labour 
artifieially  in  cases  of  distvted  pelvis,  and  probably 
led,  in  1256,  lo  that  consultation  of  the  vosi  omtaeot 
practitioners  in  London,  at  which  the  practice  was 
approved  of,  and  soon  after  successfully  carried  into 
effect  by  Dr.  Macaulay  ;"*  ai^d  by  a  similar  atndy  of 
the  modes  of  delivery  occasionally  adopted  by  aatura 
in  the  sam^  cases  of  distoit^d  pelfi^  wo  have^  Ithiolg 
suggested  to  us  likewise  the  proprieiy  of  artifisiaUy 
turning  and  extracting  the  infant  as  a  footUpg  pre- 
sentation. I  shall  cite  only  one  other  case  from  the 
aame.writer.sheyriog.  the.  degree  of  di£cttl|yin  coft- 
tracted  pelvis  to  .be  less^whe^  the  child  passes  by  a 
peliric  or  iootl^iig  presentalion,  than  whei^  it  .prewjMs 
and  passes  by  tbe.ceiihalio  extreoHty* 


—— * 


tiie  ninth  month  of  pregnancy ;  a  foot  presented,  and 

the  child  was  extracted  dead,  without  craniotomy."^ 

■ 

These,  I  repeat,  and  similar  instances,  (and  I  shall 
hai^  oc^^l^pn  to  i)tt0te  pases  jigllmpr^  9^fMH  i^.  >hOw. 
s^uel,)  appear  to  me  to  point  evidently  to  this  pfobablf 
conclusion,— that  in  particular  forms  and  instancea 

at  least,  of  distorted  pelves,  the  passage  of  the  child 

*  *  •  . 

fa(ythe  feet  or  pelvic  extremity,  affords  to  it  and  the 
mother  some  special  facility  of  transit  which  is  wantin|j[ 
#hen  the  head  or  cephalic  extremity  fomu  the  pre- 
senting ^art.  And  we  have  thus  placed  before  na  this 
problem,-^upon  what  does  this  greater  facility  and 
safety  of  footling,  as  compared  with  head  presentation^ 
in  such  cases,  depend?  Let  us  proceed  to  Ae  con* 
sideration  of  this  point,  and  attempt  to  aacertain  how 
this  result  is  obtained. 

•  Clinical  Midwifery,  Case  81,  p.  39. 
{To  be  continued,) 


Cass  VH.«^A  patient,  with  the  outlet  and  brim  of 
the  peMs,  both  considerably  contracted,  was  delivered 
of  her  first  child  by  craniotomy,  after  being  more  than 
forty-eight  hours  in  labour,  and  extremely  exhansted. 
"Tbe  difficulty,"  Dr.  Lee  remarks*  "experienoed  in 
extracting  the  head  with  the  crochet,  after  it  was 
opened,  proved  that  delivery  could  not  have  been  com- 
pleted by  any  other  method."  At  her  third  labour  she 
was  again  delivered  by  craniotomy,  after  the  labour 
bad  endured  for  some  time,  and  four  fits  of  convulaion 
had  soperven^.  *' I  found  her**'  says  Dr.  Lee,  '*  com- 
pletely ins^i|siblf»  with  dilated  pupils '  and  constant 
convulsive  movemenm  of  the  muscles  of  the  face. 
The  pains  contianedl^rith  such  violaice,  and  recurred  at 
such  short  inteiyal^  that  I  diaadod  rupture  of  the 
uterus.  •  •  *  xhe  tonal  siae  of  the  peM^ 
the  impossibility  of  applying  the  forceps. to  the  bead, 
the  imminent  risk  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  with 
the  result  of  the .  former  labour,  were  the  circum- 
stances which  made  me  to  determine  to  open  the 
bead'*  At  her  fovrth  confinement,,  the  child's  head 
was  again  perforated.  Labour  had  commenced  on 
the  2nd  of  Deoembfir;  the  liquor  amnii  escaped 
soon  after;   the  pains  continued  strong  and  regnlar 


bead  was  still  wedged  in  the  brim,  the  abdomen 
tense,  the  patient  occasionally  delirious,  &c.,  crani- 
otomy was  performed.  The  patient  was  thus  delivered 
by  embryulcio  in  her  first,  third,  and  fourth  labours. 
The. history  of  her  second  confinemoAt  is  this,—*'! 
proposed  to  indnce  prematOfO.laboi^.Qn  ibe^t  of 
Jnfy,  1835,  when  she  was.sevea  moAthf  and  a  half 
pregwuti  buiahewo9l4i¥>UiWifem(Qthiiu  Lthow 
came  on.apoBtinaeiisly  at.  the.  eomiiMMMMttt  -of 


I  * 


•  1^  Clbical  Midwifery,"  p.  62. 
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FB¥SA, 

▲6  IT  OCOITMIBO  IN  tKm  PAEUB  OT  OKBAT 
FXXBOftOOeB,  SUFVOLK,  IN  TBI  AVTUIKN  OF  1846; 
mXliATBD  MORS  VAUTICCLAaLT  AS  HXUtTEATITB 
OF  TBB   DOCTKINX   OF  CONTAGION. 

By  C.  R.  BaxE,  M.R.C.S.,  Stowmarket. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  write.a  treatise  upon  fever ; 
or  to  frighten  my  brother  esso^iates  with  a  lengthened, 
disquisition  upondisj^uted  pointy  connecte4  with  what 
Dr.  Grevesjias  tera^e^,  the  oMat  intently  int^f^patijig 
of  a)l  sulQCvcts  coiMiectod  with  medioal  sdence.  My 
object  in  the  following  .rentarks  is  to  stat^  broadly^ 
clearly,  and  I  trust  concisely,  some  of  what  I  think 
will  be  found  not  uninteresting  facts,  connected  with 
the. all-absorbing  subject  of  continued  fever. 

The  parish  of  Great  Finborougb  is  sitiiated  upon, 
rather  high  ground,  three  mi|es.  in  a  sottth-w^attfly 
directipn  from  Stqwjparke^  on  the,  road.to  Haflk^rt* 
Lake  almost  every  other,  rural  village  in  the  coutUy  oi 
Suffolk,  it  |s  distii^ished  by  stagnant  ditoheibAtgificted 
horsf-poad%L  <md  ill-erranged  oess-pools*  which  ace 
morf  or  less  .to  be  .discovered  surrounding  the  thin» 
cold»  damp,  confined,  lath-and-plaster-buUt  cottages^ 
which  are  allotted  as  residences  to  our  laboncing  poor. 


during  the  whole  night.     On  the  morning  of  the    ,^        ,    .    ,   ,.  .     ,       ^      m   ^       -i.  j 

9th,  («U  davs  after  labour" had  commenwd.'O  the ito'^""**'"'"'"*"**'*'^"**""?^*"*?^^'^?^ 


Fifty,  sixty,  or  seventy  feet  of  alt^n^tiog  blue.a^d. 
yellow  diluvial  day*  or  drift  as  it. is  termed,  with^the 
chalk  forn^^tioo  at  the  bottom,  imd  from  four  .to,  tea 
feet  of  heavj^  loamy  soil^at  the  tQ|i|, 

I  will  not  ssgr  that  /mj  of  the  iibOF^  points  Jubd-aB^r- 
tbin|[  to  do  witlf  ny  fiist  case  of  fever ^  as.  I  was  poft . 
able  to  trace  it  to  contagion^  It  wUl,  be  foqad..l^t 
tritb  most  of  the  other  casj^  ihevft  was  po  difll|Q|ilfy  la. 
settling  thispoinU  For  confenieQcet  I  havt  dFVf9L> 
roqgh  ^agiism.  of.  the.^i^isb*  numbering  tbe  infe^e4^^ 
ho^|^  cQire^poa^g  jfo  the  cues  ia  tiio  -  '  ~ '"  ^-^'■ 
tbsy  occaired. 


».'<«*«4 


_  wwEM^c  caaimi^  FjpvpB, 


1  4 


i«i    rf 


>«id>^^M>^k-«a 
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The  fir9t  case  which  occurred  in  the  parish  was  on 
the  2$th  of  Aagost,  1846,  at  least,  this  is  the  date  of 
my  first  fisit.  As  the  symptoms  in  all  the  casea  were 
•M  limilar  as  eovld  be  expected  from  the  lame  diiei^e 
itf^tlng'  (UffBreiit  indmdoals  of  rariotis  ages*  I  will 
'coatentmystu  with  briefly  describfangf  tfils  tase»  which 
wni  do  As  a  tjrpe  of  tfie  rest.    So;  uiio  dket  omnei. 

Case  I,— A*  Oarrad«  the  wife  of  a  labouring  man 
residipg  in  the  cottage  marked  be|pw.  No.  1»  sent  for 
me  on  the  25th  of  August*  1846.  She  had,  I  fovnd, 
been  drooping  as  it  is  emphatically  termed,  for  several 
^t^yt ;  a  general  sense  of  debility,  weariness,  pain  in 
her  bones,  loss  of  appetite.  To  these  symptoms  were 
added  when  I  saw  her ;  severe  pain  in  her  head ;  diy 
tongue,  fnmd  in  the  centre,  with  the  edges,  and  small 
inlets  here  and  there,  dry,  smooth,  and  perfectly  clear; 
n  quick  pulse,  120,  small  and  irritable ;  flushed  cheeks, 
and  a  hot  dry  surface;  abdominal  tenderness,  and 
diarrhcsa ;  urioe  dari&  coloured,  depositing  a  thick 
dusky-coloured  sediment. 

These  symptoms  gradually  increased  in  kteanty, 
but  they  were  all  present  when  I  first  saw  my  patient. 
In  three  days,  however,  the  headache  had  gone  on  to 
dellrinm,  and  on  the  31st  ray  notes  record— violent 
delirium  i  great  depression  marked  by  loaded  tongue ; 
teeth  and  gums  covered  with  sordes ;  picking  of  the 
bed-clothes  ;  cold  extremities ;  quick  irritable  pulse ; 
in  fact,  a  tendency  to  death  by  asthenia.  Bat  there 
were  no  spots  or  vibices,  or  discharge  of  blood  from 
the  bowels  either  in  this  or  any  of  the  other  cases. 

Up  to  this  period  my  treatment  had  been,  cold  to 
the  head,  and  sponging  the  surface  with  vinegar  and 
water;  the  daily  exhibition  of  an  enemn  of  a  cupful 
of  atareb^  containing  half  an  ounce  of  the  syrup  of 
p0PP7»  (which  will  generally  control  the  diarriiiea;) 
mustard  poultices  daily  to  the  ankles ;  snd  the  exhi- 
bition of  ten  grains  of  the  Pulv.  Sodas  Comp.  of  Guy's 
Hospital  every  six  hours,  with  a  draught  containing  ten 
grains  of  carbonate  of  soda,  and  three  of  carbonate  of 
ammonia,  in  an  ounce  of  water,  every  three  hours. 

On  the  81st,  however,  it  was  quite  dear  that  the  patient 
was  in  greet  danger,  and  would  die,  unless  I  could  k^ 
her  aiive  ,*  I  therefore  discontinued  the  cold  and  the 
medicine,  and  having  procured  a  bottle  of  wine,  I 
^Binected  the  nurse  to  give  my  patient  a  wine»glassful 
every  three  hours,  or  oftener,  according  to  circum* 
•tafltes:  my  directions  being,  "  the  more  ddirinm,  the 
more  wine."  These  directions  were  well  followed  .up, 
and  the  best  part  of  the  bottle  was  gone  next  morning. 
The  patient  was  still'very  ill,  but  we  bad  established  a 
footing,  and  our  enemy  was  half  vanquished.  There 
was  more  warmth  in  the  extremities ;  the  pulse  was 
firmer  and  fuller,  though  still  ranging  from  120  to  130 ; 
and  theiPe  was  a  littlc^moistnre  on  the  skin.  I  kept  up 
i^  advantage.  On  Sep^mber  5th  my  patient  had 
taken  th^'bottles  of  wine,  and  loot  uft. 

I  heed  not  describe  the  pitocese  of  amendUseat^-Hflie 
firfttaa  afiatemcnt  of  delirium,.  »pliu»d  by  ^leep» 
the  iHcraaaed  aetioa  Icom  the  akia,  the  lowering  df 
the  pulse,  and  the  gradual  cleuiiug,  of  the  toocM«>-*" 
tbeae  are  familiar  features,  and  pleasing  ones,  too,  .in 


But  jay  patient  tiad  a  long  convalescence ;  althougb 
after  the  5th  of  September  she  was  .safe  from  the 
immineut  danger  which  had  threatened  hert  and  from 
which  she  had  been  snatched  by  the  all-ppw^^ul 
agency  of  port-wine,  she  had  yet  to  encounter  the 
effects  of  disease.  Emaciation,  great  dtebility,  irrita« 
hility  of  nsind,  are,  I  And,  the  prominent  features  of 
my  notes  of  September  llth,  and  it  was  some  weeks 
before  nourishing  diet  and  suitable  tonic  remedial 
agents  had  restored  her  to  health. 

Cass  2,— On  the  21st  of  September,  Susaa  Pigg, 
the  woman  who  had  nursed  the  above  case,  told  roe 
during  my  visit  that  she  felt  ill.  I  detected  the  pre« 
monitory  symptoms  of  fever,  and  sent  her  home. 

By  a  referenee  to  the  diagram  it  will  be  seen,  that 
there  is  a  remote  cluster  of  cottages,  to  which,— by  way,  I 
presume,  of  special  honour,— the  name  of  "dty"  has 
been  given.  The  city*  as  I  know,  from  many  years'  ex- 
perience, is  situated  in  the  winding  of  a  miserable  ]ane» 
in  an  tiDtat^  comer  of  the  parish.  It  consists  of  five 
tenements,  duly  marked  and  numbered  in  the  dtsgran. 
From  time  immemorial  *it  has  been  celebrated  for  its 
open  undisguised  dirt.  Deep  ditches  filled  with  stsgnant 
water,  open  priries,  pigsties  abutting  upon  the  road, 
and  half  obstructing  the  view  of  five  miserably-built 
cottages,  are  the  salient  objects  in  this  dreary  and 
melancholy  picture.  And  yet  it  is  not  with  these, 
—viz.,  pigsties,  ditches,  and  filth,  that  I  am  now  about 
to  find  fault,  or  accuse  of  any  participation  in  what 
I  am  going  to  relate.  It  was  here,— to  the  cottage 
marked  No.  2,— that  Susan  Pegg,  the  nurse  of  Mrs. 
Glarrad,  was  brought,  and  she  went  through  the  disease 
with  nearly  the  same  symptoms  and  intensity  as  No.  1. 
The  treatment  was  the  same,  with  one  exception,— t.e., 
I  began  the  wine  earlier,  on  the  fourth,  instead  of  the 
seventh  day.  She  recovered,  and  her  convalescence  was 
more  rapid  than  in  the  former  case. 

As  usual,  in  the  country,  there  was  a  great  outcry 

about  "the  fever,"  and  no  one, would  go  near  poor 

Mrs.    Pegg,  the   mother  of  eight  children,    except 

the  wife  of  John  Tbreadgill,  who  lives  in  the  cottage 

marked  No.  3.   The  cases  of  fever  that  followed  Susaa 

Peggi   in  this  locality^   with  the   result,   were  as 

follows :«« 

October  28th. 

^"^  t  JohiTpeJrS^^  "-fchUdren  of  No.  2. 
5!  ttebecca  Pegg,  aged  2.  )     ^  refcovered^ 

October  3lBt. 

November  2od. 
7.JotaTto«dgllWwlft.{    N««S,^«:^- 

November  6ih. 

8.  ^ns&n  iWg,  aged  14.  7  Children  of  No.  fj 

9.  KUfh  K|^,*itged  5*     ^      ''ReovverM. 

November  Idth. 
Cass  10.— ^Ani^  Thresidgill,  the  dAu|!!iter  ofKo.  7,  ft 
the  disry  and  the  retrospect  of  all  practical  men.  >  ftift  Aged  18,  left*  her  placcf  at  StbWttuiket^tg  nHHHk 
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ber  mother.  She  was  attacked  with  premoDitorj 
symptoms  on  the  19th,  and  on  the  20th  was  delirioas. 
She  had,  in  addition  to  the  other  symptoms,  infiam- 
mation  of  the  tonsils,  which  caused  great  difficulty  in 
getting  either  medicine  or  wine  into  the  stomach. 
She  died  on  the  5th  of  December,  on  the  15tb  day  of 
the  attack,  I  injected  broth  and  wine  into  the  rectum, 
and  believe  she  was  kept  alire  several  days  by  this 
means.    This  was  the  only  fatal  case. 

November  2lBt. 
Cabi  U.— Henry  Pegg,  aged  20,  a  railway  kbourer, 


residing  at  Stowmarket,  four  miles  from  his  fathei^ 
xesidence.  After  his  mother  (No.  2,)  fbll  down  widi 
the  few,  he  visited  her  aeveral  times,  b«c  prefi- 
onsly  to  the  21st  of  November  he  had  not  been 
at  home  for  a  fortnight.  He  was  attacked  with 
fever  in  Stowmarket  on  the  21st,  and  sent  home 
to  f  inborough,  on  the  22nd,  by  the  medical  officer 
of  the  parish  of  Stowmarket.  He  had  the  disease 
severely,  but  recovered  under  the  use  of  Utfje  qoan- 
tities  of  wine.  I  did  not  heif  of  any  case  ariang 
in  Stowmarket. 


^Hitherto  we  have  traced  the  disease  in  a  regular 

r 

unbroken  chain  of  contagion.  We  have  now  to  follow 
the  fever  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  "city,**  and  singu- 
larly enough  the  next  case  occurred  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  parish,  and  the  only  two  links  which  will  be 
either  wanting  or  doqbtfu]>  occur  in  the  nexftwd  cases. 

'      .        November  fi-7th.  ....^^^ 

Cass  12.— John  Steggall,  living  in  the  0q|tage 
marked  4,  was  attacked  with  the  premonitory  symptoms 
of  fever  on  the  27th  of  November.  He  ,hed  not 
worked  nor  spoken  with  any  of  the  parties  pr  thei^ 
relatives  who  had  hitherto  had  fever.  Mrs.  Pegg  (^0.2,) 
liowever,  had  one  day  called  at  the  door  of  the  house 
of  the  farm  upon  which  he  worked,  for  milk;  she 
remained  outside  the  door,  and  he  (John  Steg)ffaB,)  ha4 
^ot  seen  her.  He  had,  however,  precisely  tfie  tame 
kind  of  fever  in  its  worst  form,  hot  rwovered  voder 
the  same  treatment  a«J[ have  detidled in  thefimt case. 
This  man's  home  is  remote  from  the  Mty,"  but  ifi  foing 
imd  returning  from  his  work  he  passed  night  and 
moraingi  wiUuA  half  ft  mile  of  it.   None  of  this  man's 


,  family  or  his  neighbours,  residing  in  eight  or  ten 
cottages  joining  his  own,  had  fever. 

November  29th. 

Cabji  13.— William  Davy,  a  married  man,  aged  40^ 
was  attacked  on  the  29th  of  November.  He  had 
worked  one  day  with  John  ThrtadgUh  the  f ether  tf 
No.  10,  and  hutband  qf  No.  3.  His  residence  is 
marked  5.  He  had  the  disease  mildly,  and  none  oC 
his  family  or  neighbours  caught  it. 

1  have  now  to  relate  one  of  the  ibOst  singular 
features  in  the  histoiy  I  am  detailing.  By  referring  to 
\ht  diagram  and  again  returning  t^  the  *' city,*'  it  will  be 
found  that  this  locality  consists  of  thre^  booses 
divided  into  the  residences  of  five  famines.  Pegg  and 
Threadgili's  history  has  been  related.  Locke  and  hit 
wife  (two  elderly  people  living  next  door  t6  Threadg^ 
migrated  as  soon  as  the  fever  broke  out  to  some  frkads 
in  a  distsnt  parish,  and  escaped. 

The  third  house  it  will  be  t>erceiTed  is  separated 
from  Pagg'i  by  a  gardeut  This  house  was  inhabited  toy 


EPIDEMIC  CONTINUED  FEVER. 


V$ 


2= 


iTTir/iimilirri  oocbj  W.  Roper»bts  wife«aDd  aeveo 
children  ,s  the  ojUier  by  John  Sparrow,  hii  wife,  and 
two  children. 

Vrwk  the  eommeooeflie&t  of  the  lever  in  Pegg 'e  hooeei 
they  had  kept  quite  cloee,  declining  all  oomonuiicatidB 
with  ^e  infected  premisea,  and  had  hitherto  eeeaped. 
It  struck  me  that  if  I  could  remoire  the  two  healthy 
iiamiliesy  and  isolate  them,  I  should,  eren  if  they  did 
not  eecape,  destroy  the  focus  of  contagion,  and  thus 
probably  cut  off  the  disease.  I  therefore  waited  upon 
the  Board  of  Gnardians,  and  laid  the  case  before  them. 
There  was  some  difficulty  upon  the  sniject,  which 
was,  however,  eventually  removed.  The  Union  Fever 
Hospital,  which  is  a  detached  building,  was  given  up 
to  them,  and  after  some  persuasion,  the  Ropers  and 
Sparrows  departed  from  the  "city,"  which  they  left 
with  all  the  regret  of  long  attachment,  and  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  took  up  their  residence  in  the 
Fever  Hospital  of  the  Union,  which  is  about  three 
mileB  from  the  "  city,"  The  men  were  allowed  to  go 
to  their  work  as  usual.  I  confess  that  I  felt  interested 
in  this  experiment,  and  made  frequent  enquiries  after 
the  emigrants.  I  had  no  fresh  case,  and  "  all  well" 
was  the  answer  week  after  week  which  I  received. 
I  began  to  congratulate  myself  that  there  was  an  end  of 
the  epidemic,  but  I  was  disappointed. 

Thirty-one  days  after  their  removal  to  the  Fever 
Hospital^  one  of  the  sons  of  Roper  was  attacked  witb 
liever,  and  was  followed  by  five  other  children  in  the 
course  of  the  week ;  and  on  the  3l6t  of  December, 
one  of  the  children  of  Sparrow,  making  then  seven  out 
of  the  thirteen.  These  cases  fell  under  the  care  of 
another  medical  man,  and  aU  recovered.  Their  ages 
were  2, 4,  6,  7,  8, 10, 12,  and  they  will  number  in  my 
list.  Cases  14  to  20,  inclusive.  They  remained  three 
months  in  the  hospital. 

January  17th. 

Cabb  21.->0n  the  17th  of  January,  1847,  fifty-five 
days  after  the  Ropers  had  been  removed  to  the 
fiotpital,  Samuel  Gardener,  residing  at  the  eottage 
marked  21  in  the  diagram,  was  attacked  with  fever, 
liad  it  very  severely,  having  been  reduced  to  the  very 
last  extremity,  but  ultimately  recovered.  Samuel 
Gardener  had  taoried  with  the  Ropers  daily  Irfort 
iheir  removal  to  the  l/hiofi,  and  this  is  all  the  connection 
I  could  trace.  None  of  the  neigbours  of  Gardener 
had  the  disease,  and  this  is  the  last  case  wbich  occurred. 

I  have  thus  given  a  brief  description  of  every  case— 
the  first  and  the  last— -in  this,  which  I  may  fairly  cal( 
«  distinct  (though  limited,)  epidemic,  commencing  od 
on  the  25th  of  August,  1846,  and  ending  on  the  17th 
of  January,  1847;  lasting  five  months,  arising  without 
■any  traceable  cause,  and  communicated  from  individual 
tP  individual,  in  eighteen  certain  and  clear,  and 
three  other  more  doubtful,  instances.  It  was  con* 
^ned  to  eight  families,  of  whom  it  attacked  in  the 
case  of— 


Garrad  1  out  of  a  family  of  4  who  recovered 

Pegg  8~       »  ~tt  11  of  whom  an  recovered 

Threadgill  2  „  „  3  of  whom  one  died 

Roper  ^  M  ,»  9  of  whom  all  recovered 

Sparrow  1  „  ,»  4  who  recovered 

SteggaU  1  „  ,1  5  who  recovered 

Davy  1  „  ••„  7  who  recovered 

Gardener  1  ^   „  »  5  who  recovered 


There  are  several  points  in  the  history  of  the 
epidemic  which  are  extremely  interesting  :— 

F^et,  The  effect  of  contagion,— t.  «.,  of  a  morbific 
poison,  produced  in,  and  exhaled  from  the  human  body, 
causing  the  same  disease  in  others  by  direct  communi- 
cation,  is  distinctly  dear. 

Secondly.  The  fact  observed  in  all  fevers,  and  well- 
established  in  regard  |o  many  other  diseasesy—^rts., 
that  a  certain  state  of  the  system,  at  present  unknown 
and  undefined,  is  emential  to  the  reception  of  this 
contagious  principle,  was  well  shown  in  the  epidemic 
I  have^dfiseribed.  In  eight  families,  the  members  of 
which  were  in  daily,  and  some  of  them  in  hourly 
communication  with  the  party  infected  with  this  highly 
contagions  fever,  twenty-aeven  out  of  forty-eight 
escaped. 

T^ird/y.— The  interesting  fact  of  the  poison  offerer 
remaining  dormant  in  the  system  for  a  fortnight 
(Case  11,)  one  month  (Roper  and  Sparrow,)  or  evea 
two  months,  (Gardener,)  causing  no  alteration  in  the 
health,  until  the  state  of  the  system  was  favourable  to 
the  development  of  fever,  is  clearly  and  unanswerably 
demonatrated  in  the  facts  I  have  related. 

Famikly.'^T^prohabiUty  of  contagion  beingefltected 
throu|^  the  medium  of  n  third  party,  who  himself 
never  has  fever,  is  strongly  indicated  in  Case  13. 

I  could  extend  these  observations,  but  I  have  afaready 
occupied  space  enough,  and  I  am  anxious  to  avoid 
detracting  from  any  value  which  may  attach  itself  to 
the  facts  I  have  related,  by  being  tempted  into  the 
fascination  of  theoretical  speenlation. 

One  word  more,  however,  upon  the  all-important 
subject  of  treatment.  Several  (I  think  about  nine,) 
years  ago,  I  bad  nearly  the  whole  management  of  an 
epidemic  similar  to  that  which  I  have  related,  and 
occurring  in  the  same  parish.  In  this  case  the  syrnp* 
toms  commenced  with  a  type  which  eyipearsd  sufficiently 
inflaauiatory  to  warrant  the  abstraction  of  blood, 
whM  in  three  or  four  instances  was  done  by  myself, 
and  one  or  two  by  other  practitioners ;  but  every 
case  in  which  hlood  was  taken,  either  generally  or 
locally,  died.  In  fifty-four  cases  there  were  ten 
deachs,  or  about  one  in  five.  In  the  epidemic  I  have 
jast  related,  in  twenty-one  cases  there  was  only  one 
death-«otte  in  twenty-one— a  difference  very  great. 
Of  late  years  I  have  used  the  lancet  very  sparingly 
indeed  in  the  treatment  of  all  diseases,  except  those 
pnralgrand  acutely  inflammatory ;  but  I  have  never 
takes^a  drop  of  blood  from  a  patient  labouring  under 
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continued  tefttt  kvd  t  hAH  lad  no  reason  to  regret 
Ibe  omission. 

In  the  inttances  a|K>re  related,  I  kept  twpjodications 
before  ape  :— 

Ist.  to  obviate  ih$  ^eeit  of  locaJ  eongeitjpQt  of. 
what  I  believe  to  be  ^  fever  tUierid  bleod;  wi^ 
^fheU,  %tm^  I  belie te  .we  see  in  or  ijpma  the  easUlary 
Bjr^tem,  or  ulcei^atioq  of  Peter's  glands,  &c,;  and| 

^nd.  To  prevent  my  patients  from  dying  by  asthe^ja  i 
to  .keep  them,  in  fact,  alive. 

the  ^rst  indication.  I  attempted  to  fnlfil  by  the  nae 
•It  the  Pnlvis  So4«  Cornp.  of  Gny's  Hospital,  a  most 
useful  medicine  in  these  cases.  It  is  composed  of  car- 
bonate  of  soda,  compound  chalk  powder,  and  calomel ; 
sixteen  grains  contain  one  grain  of  calomel. '  Of  this  I 
ffkyt  from  five  to  twelve  grains  every  four  hours,  with  or 
Without  a  solution  of  the  carbonatee  of  soda  and 
ammonia. 

The  second  indication  I  endeavoured  to  fulfil  by  the 
administration  of  port-wine,  with  or  without  brandy, 
in  large  quantities. 

In  the  cases  I  have  detailed  I  had  frequently  abdomi- 
nal and  thoradc  complications ;  in  one  case  (11,)  there 
was  decided  pneumonia,  but  I  did  not  on  this  account 
omit  the  wine,  though  I  pushed  on  the  mercury.  I 
was  equally  regardless  of  delirium,  which  is,  probably, 
always  an  effect  of  innenrsitiOn  in  these  cases,  or  of 
diry  tongue.  Whenever  I  found  unequivocal  indicationi 
cf  debility,  as  evidenced  by  a  quick,  thready,  irritable 
palse';  trtmbling  \  sord^s  about  the  mouth  and  teeth, 
Ac,  I  invariably  gave  wine.  The  reenlt  of  the  caaea 
I'  have  related  fully  beara  out  the  propriety  <»f  the 
practice.  Had  I  been  able  to  get  more  wine  down  the 
throat  of  poor  Ann  Threadgill,  (No.  1<K}  I  believe  that 
I  aibonki  have  had  no  fatal  case  to  recotd. 

The  doctrine  of  contagion  in  fevec  is  aU4mportant 
in  these  days  of  eanitary  reform;  every  addieioa  to  one 
Itflowlcdge,  therefore,  upon  the  anbjeet,  is  valnabloi 
Pr.  Wat8on,a  in  hia  nsnal  inaaterly  manner,  haa 
brought  nuidi  evidence  and  reasoning  to  bear  apon  the 
aahject.  Ho  believes  that  malaria  or  miasmata  pro* 
daee  a  dieeaae  which  is  not  contagioua,  and  that  con- 
thsned  fearer,  and  the  exanthemata  are  never  caosild  by 
ni^a,  but  are  invariably  prodneed  by  contagion,— 
U9.i  by  an  animal  poiaoii  arisiat  in  the  individual,  and 
propagated  from  one  peceonr  to  another,  either  iiy 
aptnal  contact,  or  by  exhalations  from  the  lungs  or 
sorlace  of  the  body.  Bnt  this  argvflMmt,  it  is  clear; 
nwit  in  itaelf  extend  to  animal  exoretionfl,  anU  what  is. 
iwdonbtedly  tme  of  the*  body,  may  thna,  mtiai^ 
nmUmdi^,  be  eqnaUy  applicable  to  the  dnngbiU  or  the 
set leeted  pcivy.  Dr.  Watson  says,  having  eetabliihed 
the  proof  of  oontagioB,  it  is  diffienlt  to  imajtiBe  any 
ollMir  w$j  of  propagation.  Granting  that  the  diffi- 
cnl^riagmtasA  niet«  «ient»l efforti  with  respect  to 


•  Lectures.  Vok  i,  "H&laria;**  and  Vol.  li,  '*Coa- 
tibaed  fe? er.^ 


the  malaria  of  ague  pxodnciog  cootlilned  Hiret,  It 
vanishes  altogether  when  brought  to  beer  npon  pttttid 
animal  excreta,  and  this  perhi^ie  is  the  most  nataral 
thMSQT.  vt  .can  .deviae  to  acooont'te  thoen.ea«i  fa 
wilieb  «>  jeoBtBgiOB  can  be  traced* 
.    SiDVinaiiMt^Kefveinber24,i647« 
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jSHOBJV    NOTJCa    OF    TBE-  OninQNS, 

P&AOXIOB  OW  THE  IiATfi  JOHK  FBA|tMir» 
£3Q.»  FJk^  OH  SUfilUTIC  nDHil9& 

By  W<  S.  Ow9i  H .D.,  Physician  to  the  B»ya]  SeaA* 

Haata  Infinnafy* 

(€<mtinued  Jhm  pa^  6&L) 
WhMi  chancre  is  associated  with  phymosia,  it  aomo- 
timea  nlcerates  backwards  as  far  as  the  arch  of  the 
pnbes ;  at  others  St  penetrates  laterally  into  the  canal 
of  ihe  urethra,  causing  the  urine  to  oommtmicate  wift 
the  sore,  and  prpdncfng  exemdating  pain. 

So  long  as  the  urine  is  imperfectly  discharged,  the 
ulceration  of  the  integuments  will  continue  to  extend,, 
and  the  pus  and  urine  pass  out  together  through  one<v 
more  openings. 

Sometimes  in  complete  pbymosSs,  ulceration  takes 

place  through  the  prepuce  at  the  point  wlisre  the  eor* 

pora  cavernosa  join  the  glans,  and  the  urine,  havinjg 

no  other  outlet,  will  be  forced  npwatds  at  a  right  aa|(le 

with  the  urethra,  producing  the  greatest  possible  soDnoy. 

ance  to  the  patient.    If  the  chancre,  having  perfonted 

the  nrethra,  has  formed  a  sinus,  making  its  way  towaida 

the  scrotum,  the  urine  will  escape  into  the  cellnlat 

ineinbrane,  and  prodaoe  great  pain  and  inf|jtinmation» 

and  in  a  few  instanoes  affect  the  testicle.     When  Che 

(linos  is  narrow,  and  the  aperture  small,  the  indalAma* 

tion  will  extend,  and  form  a  small  hard  tnmour  near 

the  ossB  pubis,  the  snperinonmbent  integnmenta  not 

always  being  involved^    In  these  cases  the  urine  will 

be  expelled  by  squirts;  and  if  the  tnmonirbe  ?egty|adi 

the  sinns  will  pro^e^  doi^^jujda  in  the  o^nsse  qf  ^ 

urethra,  and  produce  fiatuja  in  pe|in«o«   Jo  iPftiriMir 

instance,  when  the  glana  haabeei^deatroyed«  the  uAeev^ 

tiom  will  extend  along  the  oorpua  tfmfiomn^  mod 

cause  the  greater  part  of  it  to  skwgh  awajr^  whilet  the 

integuments  tnaj  remfdn  unaffected ;,  bnt  the  soaid 

skin  will  so  contract  upon  the  spaiQe  left  by  the 

slqughi])g  of  the  urethra,  that  the  urine  will  be  expelled 

in  a  stream  not  larger  than  a  hair,  and  a  bnlboaa 

enlargement  win  be  found  behind  the  point  of  coo- 

tracdouy  by  every  effort  to  discharge  it.    There  is 

generally  at  the  same  time  thickening  andindazationof 

the  prepuce,  with  a  contraction  of  iu  a^rture.  Shdnld 

the  ulceration  include  the  common  inte||ttmentSy  theib^ 

as  well  as  the  corpus  spongiosum,  will  be  deatfoy^ 

and  the  urine  will  be  diebharged  throogh  a  attall 

aperture  near  the  pnbes,  at  the  anterior  part  of  tfie 

scrotum,  whilst  the  corpora  cavernosa  might  probably 

Remain  entire. 
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CBancrei  Ixi  the  female  are  asaallj  sltaated  on  the 
iDDersarface  o^  the  labia,  on  the  xiymphe,  or  the  vee* 

'  iibnlimiy  more  rarely  on  t^e  prcpntiam  cUtoridit  and 
margin  of  the  meatus  arinae.  Those  on  the  oater 
aurface  of  the  labia  hate  generally  a  crast  formed  npon 
them  in  consequence  of  their  exposed  situation.  Thet 
are  seldom,  i/  ever,  seen  primarily  in  the  ragina.  It 
sixty.three  women,  thirty  had  primary  so^es  on  tfie 
i^ner  surface  of  the  labia;  twenty -seven  on  the  Tea^ 
nDQ)tim|  one  on  the  anterior  perinsums  and  fire  on 
tWnymphsB  and  praeputium. 

In  many  cases  the  primary  sore  is  solitary,  but  thre^ 
Qr  fonr  are  oftener  found  in  women  than  in  men.  Tbil 
may  arise  from  delay  in  procuring  advice ,  for  where 
early  application  is  made,  there  is  seldom  found  more 
than  one.   Considerable  pain,  inflammation,  and  tome^ 

'  faction  of  the  labia  frequently  attend  these  ulcers,  which 
eiilarge  and  become  very  foetid.  Large  sores  on  thesf 
parts  often  become  sloughy  and  gangrenous,  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  the  whole  of  the  external  parti^ 
with  part  of  the  vagina,  to  slough  away;  indeed  it 
sometimes  happens  Aat'  the  "Body  of  the  uterus  is 
-cspesed)  sad  the  rectum  lies  loose  in  the  ulcer. 

As  a  result  of  these  deplorable  cases,  the  cavity  of 

'  ihe  Tagina  will  be  sometimes  almost  obliterated,  and 
only  a  space  left  just  large'  enough  to  permit  the  exit 
of  the  urine.  The  lowest  class  of  prostitutes  are  mosi 
eul^ccted  to  these  severe  ravages,  from  their  inattentioxi^ 
intemperance,  poor  diet,  and  fluent  exposure  to  the 
iadewe^cies  of  the  weather. 

ladependently  of  the  magnitude  of  syphilitic  sore^ 
a  son  of  «  peculiar  kind  is  sometimes  formed  at  thi 
lowtr  imd  totenia]  pans  of' the  labium,  or  on  th4 
tlatsrior  perfiitttiin.  This  kiiid  of  sore  frequently 
kodj^hi,  and  spreads  towards  the'  anus,  havihg  hard^ 
Vt%  nbt  thick;  6dges,  and  the  discharge  from  It  a^proachef 
'the  nature  of  sanies.  The  patient  is  very  weak  an^ 
irritable,  and  the  sore  it  aggravated  by  the  use  of 

,  meicoiy,  and  often  beoomes  gangrenous.    It  is  pro* 

I 

Mible  this  species  of  nicer  is  caused  by  the  syphilitic 
-metier  coming  In  contact  with  an  abraded  sorface,  or 
a'piMnle.  It  is  a  sign  of  a  broken  do#n  coAstitBtlon| 
Mid  t>ften  -provei  fttai.     Sometimes  a  tr«nblesothC 

•'dtmhafge  from  the  vsgina  remains,  aft^r  syphilStid 
sores  on  the  labi«and  tymphft  have  yielded  lo  tnercury,* 

•  Which  cannot  easily  be  restrained  by  ordinary  means ; 
aild  sometimes  it  is  almost  impossible  to  remove  the 
indurated  swelling  that  is  caused  by  them,  it  it  bs 
on  the  nyn)phiB  or  clitoris,  excision  may  be  employed^ 

.  b«t  tnoh  a  praetice  is  justifiable  only  when  it  impedei 
looomotion,  or  interferes  with  the  functions  of  the 
<eettun  or  MaAder. 

-  'It  iif  singular' thit  the  venereal  virus  seldom  pro* 
^ces  more  tliaii  one  or  two  primary  acres,  althougl^ 
so  large  a '  lurface  is  expbsed  to  infection ;  and  if 
exposure  to  Infection  produces  disease  in  so  limited  ai) 
extent,  we  are  not  to  be  surprised  that  tlie  matter 
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discharged  from  such  sore  shall  not  always  prodace 
other  soresjvt  generis* 

When  more  chancres  than  one  appear  at  the  same 
time,  they  probably  arise  from  the  same  source  aimul* 
taneously,  and  it  is  certain  that  more  than  one  may 
appear.    This,  however,  is  an  exception  to  the  rule. 

Treatment  of  Gangrenous  Syphilitic  Sores'. — When  a 
syphilitic  sore  is  gangrenous,  the  first  object  is  to  check 
the  gangrene,  and  promote  a  separation  of  the  slough, 
before  any  attempt  is  made  to  treat  it  as  a  specific 
case;  it  will  therefore  be  best  to  poultice  the  part, 
aikd  give  bark,  acids i  &c.  If  the  sore  be  out  of  sight, 
a  decoction  of  poppies  should  be  injected  to  wash  out 
the  sordes.  Opium  must  be  given,  but  it  will  not  be 
advisable  to  give  mj&ch  wine.  In  seven  or  eight  days 
probably  the  slough  will  separate;  and  it  will  be 
judicious  to  wait  till  the  granulutions  are  rising,  and 
the  venereal  action  becomes  evident,  before  mercury 
is  given.  After  the  complete  separation  of  the  slough, 
the  syphilitic  action  is  characterized  by  a  foul  appear* 
ance  of  the  sore,  and  by  its  elevated  edges.  It  ought 
now  to  be  treated  as  syphilitic,  and  the  batk,  3cc. 
should  be  discontinued. 

Although  this  may  be  considered  as  a  general  .rule, 
it  has  nevertheless  ita  exceptions.  Sometimes,  not- 
withstanding the  use  of  bark,  opium,  and  good  living, 
the  gangrene  spreads,  the  pain  becomes  more  severe, 
fmd  the  patient's  health  declines.  In  such  a  case 
the  syphilitic  virua  is  to  be  considered  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  mortification^  and  mercury  is  to  be  given 
freely,  with  the  other  remedies,  which  will  frequently 
be  attended  with  success. 

^When  extensive  gangrene  has  taken  place,  and  is 
rapidly  increasing,  the  case  is  attended  with  the  deepest 
a^ety,  both  to  the  patient  and  surgeon ;  and  it  is  not 
at  all  times  easy  to  decide  what  treatment  ought  to  be 
adopted,  whether  to  give  mercury  freely,  or  none  at.alL' 
I  venture  to  make  the  following  brief  remarks  on  this 
interesting  point  >— 

1st.  If  the  gangrene  has  taken  place  itnder  the  use 
of  mercuiy,  Us  immediate  discontinuance,  and  the  use 
of  tonics,  with  a  generous  diet,  are  clearly  indicated. 

2od.  If  previously  to  infection  there  existed  a  deli- 
cate, weak,  or  cachectic  c{ondition  of  the  constitution, 
aven  if  no  mercury  had  been  nsed,  the  case  should  be 
treated  with  tonics,  especially  the  iodide  of  potasdum, 
opium,  a^d.  a  generous  diet.    But«— 

S^d.  If  the  primary  sore  quickly  followed  exposure, 
spread  rapidly,  with  pain  and  infiammation,  and  soon 
became  gangrenous,  and  if  the  general  health  had 
been  previously  unimpaired,  then  the  destruction  of  the 
parta  may  be  fkirly  referred  to  the  intensity  ot  the 
virus,  and  the  free  use  of  mercury  at  once  employed.] 

Where  there  is  a  sloughing  sore  with  phymosis,  and 
hmnorrhage  takes  place,  if  the  prepuce  cannot  be 
cetracted,  it  must  be  divided,  although  in  such  a  state 
of  the  parts  such  a  step  is  most  uiidesirable.    If  the 
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blMding  b«  s*t  T«r7  coatidemble,  other  means  may  be 
|»ief  iontly  tried,  eoeh  m  Uie  iigeotion  of  warn  porter 
or  wine  between  the  prepooe  and  glans. 

The  hemorrhage  generally  ipringt  fUm  the  giant 
|>enit,  and  althongh  iti  textare,  even  tea  healthy  itate. 
Is  soareely  fit  tor  the  needle,  and  of  conne  is  mvohless 
00  in  a  state  of  disease ;  It  will  be,  neverthelsss,  right, 
if  profase  bleeding  eonlinue,  to  make  the  attempt  te 
itop  it  by  such  means,  talcing  care  to  inclade  a  portion 
of  the  summnding  paru  in  the  ligatore*  If  this 
method  ehonld  not  succeed,  the  bleeding  Tesselmaybe 
eompreesed  by  the  hand  of  an  assistant  as  long  as  it 
nay  be  necessary,  with  a  bit  of  sponge  or  paff-ball,  or 
a  little  bag,  contalntng  some  powdered  sulphate  ot 

'  copper;  and  should  these  means  lidl,  torpentins,  helled 
OTer  a  candle  in  a  spoon,  may  be  ponred  npon  the  part 
from  which  the  blood  issues ;  or  the  actual  cautery,  aU 
other  remedies  proTing  of  no  arail,  may  be  applied. 

In  order  to  malce  use  of  these  more  severe  methods, 
the  prepuce  of  course  will  hare  been  divided.  At  first 
it  is  best  to  make  the  division  by  a  single  longitudinal 
inoision,  in  order  to  liberate  the  parts,  and  to  finish  the 
operation  after  the  sloughing  process  shall  have  ceased. 
If  mercury  be  found  to  aggravate  the  local  disease, 

'  2t  must  be  discontinued,  for  it  will  be  better  that  the 

*  aystem  should  continue  under  the  Influenoe  of  the 
aypbilitic  poison,  than  that  the  organs  of  generation 
be  destroyed,  and  the  general  health  impaired,  by 
means  of  mercury. 

Treatment  of  Primary  Syphiliiie  Soret  in  Wometu^^ 
When  chancres  are  accompanied  by  much  pain  and 
inflammation,  they  may  be  washed  with  a  lotion  of 
calomel  and  lime-water, or  with  the  Aqua  Pbagedsnica 
of  the  old  PharmacopCBia.  [AquaPhagedsBnicaisoom* 
monly  called  the  **  yellow  wash,"  made  by  mixing  two 
grains  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury  with  a  fluid  ounce 

'  of  lime-water.]    By  thdse  means  they  will  generally  be 

found  to  heal  rapidly  ;  but  if  the  sores  be  very  large, 

they  may  be  dressed  with  the  mercurial  cerate. 

Where  the  inflammation  and  tumefaction  of  the 

labia  and  nymphe  are  so  great  as  to  confine  the 

patient  to  her  bed,  poultices,  as  well  as  the  dressings 

ftbove-mentioned,  are  to  be  applied ;  and  if  gaagrebe 

has  taken  place,  the  stale-beer  poultice  may  ba  used, 

together  with  the  internal  use  of  barir,  mineral  acld4,lta 

As  the  result  of  syphilitic  sores,  there  will  somki^ 
•  •      • 
times  be  considerable  enlargement  and  Induration  of 

the  nymphs  ^  and  if  this  state  of  the  parts  should  not 

hate  been  reduced  by  a   full  mercurial  course,  by 

poultices,  the  vapour  of  hot  vinegar-and-water,  or 

Spirit  of  wine,  nymphotomy-may  be  performed^ 

The    operation   may    be   done   in   the   (plV>wlng 

manner  r'^-Let  the  Incision  be  cemmeaoed  witl^  the 

acalpel  at  the  superior  part  of  the  nympbss,  and  carried 

downwards  till  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch  ft-om  fhe 

bottom,  at  which  point  it  should  be  terminated  lateimlly. 

By  this  method  the  principal  artery  of  the  nymphss 


will  be  avoided ;  but  when  there  Is  much  enlargemeiBtr 
it  will  be  sometimes  necessary  to  secure  the  bleeding 
Teasels. 

The  subsequent  dressing  may  consist  of  dry  lin^ 
a  pledget  of  Unt|  and  a  T  bandage.  The  patient  la  to  ha 
kept  low  and  an  opiate  administered.  After  tventy- 
four  hoam  a  poultice  may  be  applied.  The  son  will 
nsnally  heal  in  about  ten  or  iSMirteen  days. 

Exeitiott  nay  be  also  adapted.  If  the  pnipmtlnn 
elltoridia  It  tery  much  enlarged  and  indurated;  but 
snch  a  node  of  treatment  Is  seldom  necessary. 

There  is  no  specific  mode  of  treaflng  the  sphaoelatiag 

» 

constitutional  sore  above  mentioned;  there  is  generally 

quick  and  feeble  pulee,  but  the  patient  does  not  saflTec 

in  any  very  great  degree.    Bark  and  mineral  adds, 

with  a  nntritioas  diet,  is  the  most  suitable  treatment; 

and  the  best  local  applicatioos  will  be  those  that  give 

the  least  pain ;  a  solution  of  the  lUtrate  of  silver  will 

be  attended  with  advantage. 

(To  be  e&niimted,) 


STRANGULATED  HERNIA  ON  ITS  FROPER 

FOOTING. 

TO  TBB  BBITOft  OV  THB  PROTIKCIAL    KgPICAL  AMD 

StJROICAL  JOVAH&L. 

Sib, 

I  have  written  often  on  this  subject,  In  expeetadon 
that  my  views  would  prevail  generally;  in  thia  I  am 
disappointed,'  therefore  wish  to  explain  still  ftutiier, 
aware  that  human  suffering  and  life  are  lavnlved  in 
the  discussion.  The  theory  and  practice  adopted 
generally,  as  appears  by  the  writing  and  toaeiilig  of 
eminent  men  during  the  last  century  to  .the  present 
daya  are,*— that  strangulation  consists  in  .disflace* 
ment  ot  the  hernia,  and  that  replaoement  ia  the 
remedy.  The  protruded  part  is  represented  as  if 
bound  by  a  cord,  and  the  practice  is  to  push  it  hack 
unill  returned  into  the  abdomen,  to  press  it  towarda 
the  aperture,  sometimes  to  grasp  It  with  the  hands; 
also  to  try  with  the  fingers  of  one  hand  at  the  top,  to 
get  in  a  small  portion,  whilst  with  the  ether  to  raise 
from  the  bottom  by  various  movements,  and  retitm  tha 
remainder.  It  is  a  oommon*  practice  to  knead  itaa 
floor  is  worked  Into  dough ;  In  most  saaea  many  handa 
are  tfans  employed.  One  treatise,  which  la  valued, 
advisee  perseverance  for  an  hour  in  ttiaee  attempta. 

I  have  always  considered  the  theoiy  and  practice  aa 
here  laid  down,  erroneous.  When  we  reflect  thai  the  part 
Is  very  often  protruded,  among  the  working  claeaas,  and 
remains  so  many  days,  it  is  evident  that  sitnatioii  ont- 
side  is  not  the  cause,  and  ooneequentlyi  to  retam  it  la 
not  the  remedy.  With  rs^ect  to  the  pvaetioa,  it  la 
outraging  every  sound  prinsiple  to  grasp  aa  lafianait 
and  inflated  Intestine,  and  to  push  It  back  itnOif 
against  a  stiff  tendiooua  bofder,  whioh  binds  it  aa 
stated.  The  aperture  had  been  always  filled  np  Iqr  the 
spermatic  process,  the  hernia  being  added  and  onabl* 
to  expand,  the  intestinal  tube  is  closed  np  unavoidably 
in  the  ring.  Surely  the  attendant  irritation  Aiilifa» 
such  attempts  as  to  press  portion  by  portion;  alaoaa 
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kataiiag  to  get  op  a  part.  ^Xbe  neck  formed  bjthe 
^l^arnia  m  if  x>)id>  i>  immoTablj  fized^  fo  as  to  present 
to  a  discerning  eje,  insuperable  objections  to  air 
manipnlations  at  this  stage ;  the  too  narrow  space 
wedging  together  what  had  presented  two  tobel,  now 
inseparable,  on  aecoant  of  the  resisting  ring.  Cases 
of  soecess  have  sometiones  oeenrrod  daring  the  mof«- 
nants  stated,  and  also  when  none  had  been  resorted  to ; 
these  hare  happened  when  the  sjmptomi  were  mild 
and  gentleness  had  been  attended  to.  The  removal  of 
strangulation  where  no  effqrt  had  ^een  made,  strongly 
encourages  forbearance  as  to  handling;  the  sponta- 
neous remoTal  is  in  coincidence  with  our  views  of  all 
inflammation  of  the  viscera.  The  fact  that  any  for. 
midable  ailment,  for  which  much  force  l^ad  been  the 
usual  remedy  with  eminent  men,  shall  he  remedied 
without  any  other  means  in  lien  of  it,  is  most  instrnc 
tive..  The  surgeon  who  practices  kneading  must  foiget 
the  firm  state  already  obsenred  upon,  and  that  the 
integuments  alone  can  be  moved,  which  latter  yielding, 
imparts  the  feel  that  deceires :  it  is  quite  incompatible 
with  the  corded  state  allowed  by  all,  that  morementa  of 
any  kind  could  be  effected.  Surely  the  spermatic 
cord  and  enclosed  intestine  are  by  far  too  much  for 
the  space,  and  too  sensitive  not  to  sufTer  severe  injury 
through  such  practice ;  fortunately  the  integuments 
interfere^and  are  protective  in  lome  measure. 

F^suming  that  the  reasoning  advanced,  shews  suffi* 
ciently  that  return  of  the  hernia  into  the  cavity  is  not 
the  suitable  remedy,  and  alio  that  the  treatment  at  the 
beginning  is  injurious  in  every  case,  ultimate  measures 
of  improvement  are  to  be  considered. 

The  first  feature  strangulation  presents  is  a  swollen 
intestine,  ex  9Uu,  painful  in  the  extreme  at  the  aperture 
Inhere  it  is  obstructed  as  to  its  passage  inside  and  out- 
side; it  is  also  impervious  here,  impeding  the  circulation 
of  its  contents,  which  being  acrid  in  a  high  dt;gree, 
irriute  and  distend.  It  is  clear  that  impervious* 
sess  at  this  precise  spot  must  be  removed,  so  that  the 
contents  may  circulate  as  in  health.  This  is  the 
remedy  in  my  view,  which  is  supported  powerfnlly 
by  the  ooourrence  of  a  gargling  noise  always  accom- 
panying the  removal  of  strangulation ;  this  noise  arises 
from  the  air  rushing  through  and  opening  the  intestine 
at  the  desired  spot,  leaTiug  it  free,  and  the  bulk  disap- 
pearing. The  celebrated  Fott  remarked  this  noise, 
hut  drew  no  inference  from  it ;  had  he  dwelt  on  the 
occurrenoe  as  it  invited,  a  rational  practice  would  have 


Thil  !s  enough,  the  gaseous  natnre  of  the  flald 
stVoggling  for  vent.  ^Tfiis'  is  the  ott9^MndIing  I  use, 
and  it  ^as  atlrays  succeeded  when'  resorted  to  In  iha 
first  Instance.  Wster,  ioe,  &c.,  have  often  failed  when 
accompanied  }ff  the  taxU  \n  the  usual  way,  which  ii  a 
certain  eonntaiaotive  of  all  means.  It  is  quite  cla4r 
that  sEfter  the  sensibility  has  been  lessened,  genUo 
presanre  is  safe,  whilst  during  the  interim  it  is  not  so. 
In  fillure  of  these  means  I  operate,  making  a  small 
if^ion  in  the  tendon  to  allow  the  gut  to  expand  whara 
it  is  closed ;  having  no  view  to  returning  the  hernia 
during  the  tumefaction,  I  gentl  jr  endeavour  to  remove 
the  contents,  assured' that  this  Is  a  «m«  qua  nm, 

A  case  in  extremis  occurred  at  a  London  Hofpital, 
'  after  fallnre  of  the  usual  means.  The  patient,  rather 
Qtidressed,  was  carried  across  the  yard  to  the  room  for 
operating,  on  a  cold  day.  The  strangulation  vanished 
in  tfansitu,  which  was  discovered  on  exposure  on  tha 
operating  table.  This  was  witnessed  by  Mr.  Lawrence, 
Junior,  a  student  of  high  character.  It  calls  to  mj 
recollection  two  cases  in  which  I  could  not  attend  at 
the  time,  but  had  instructed  the  messengers  to  treat 
the  cases  as  already  detailed.  On  my  arrival  after 
half  an  hour,  I  was  informed  that  a  shivering  fit  had 
seized  them,  and  the  strangulation  vanished  suddenly. 
In  the  course  of  thirty  years  I  have  treated  two  or 
three  on  an  average  annually,  and  when  in  the  early 
stage,  successfully. 

In  December,  1829, 1  met  two  well-qualified  surgeons 
prepared  to  operate  promptly,  because  the  touch  gave 
excessive  pain  ;  on  my  applying  cold  water  for  about 
a  dozen  minutes,  the  sensibility  was  so  far  abated,  that 
I  applied  my  hand  outside  the  folds  of  wet  linen,  gara 
no  pain,  and  removed  the  contents  in  the  presence  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  decided  that  the  knife  was  tha 
only  remedy. 

I  was  present  at  the  operation,  by  an  experienced 
surgeon,  who,  before  and  during  the  process,  and  twice 
incising  the  tendons,  failed  to  return  the  inflated 
hernia ;  he  raised  himself  on  his  toes,  and  drove  tha 
part  before  him*  In  another  case  I  interfered,  and 
advised  a  trial  to  reduce  the  size,  (pending  the  opera- 
tion,) which  was  declined,  and  the  usual  practice 
persevered  in.    Both  cases  proved  fatal. 

Instances  of  the  like  description  are  recorded,  in 

which  dissection  shewed  the  part  impervious,  where 

the  gut  and  tendon  had  been  in  contact.    A  ease  is 

'reported  in  the  London  Medical  RepotUory  for  Novem- 


been  settled  on  ere  this,  instead  of  the  farrago  which-  ^Wr,  1835,  in  which  the  operation  had  been  performed^ 


has  so  long  darkened  our  courle.  ,-A 

In  the  opinion  that  the  last  points  to  which  I  haj^ 
adverted  fnrniah  a  clue  to  success,  I  shall  describe  i^ 
practice  so  as  to  carry  out  my.  views.  I  avoid  the  taxis  or 
touching  the  part,  and  place  the  patient  in  a  cool  situa- 
tion, often  on  the  floor,  the  trunk  being  bent  bjr-raisipg 
the  head  and  knees;  wetted  cloths  are  kept  on  the  part, 
the  cold  being  renewed  every  five  minut^.  The  air  is 
adndtted  by  open  doors  and  windows,  which  often  causes 


and  gut  returned,  but  was  followed  by  Intense  pain,  and 
death*  Diaseotion ,  shewed  the  part  that  had  been 
filed  within  the  aperture  during  strangulatioiAni- 
pervious  and  solid,  for  one  Inch  and  a  half  in  length. 
The  operation  was  perfomed  by  Dr.  Bishop,  of  Thomley, 
Northamptonahire,  who  took  the  portion  to  London, 
w)iere  Brodie,  Cooper,  and  others  saw  it  with  great 
surprise,  bat  observed  that  Mr.  Oeoghegan  had  aa» 
tfoipated  iiach  an  aAotieo>  in  an  essay  on  hernia^  but 


apply  my  hands  to  the  sides  near  to  the  upper  part, 
and  gently  press  them  towards  each  other  to  lessen  the 
area;  thns  a  stream  of  the  contents  is  impelled  towards 
"the  impenriona  tube,  where  it  dissevers  the  dosed  coat%> 


a  rigor  and  sudden  disappearance  of  the  hernia ;  if  not,  }^  ^odnted  nojM«<*moriem  factsin  proof  of  his  statement,* 


In  eonelnsion,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  more  closely 


ms— 


*  Sarely  tmeteee  must  ever  prevent  an  opp ortaaity  of  pre* 
daclng  a  feU^mrtem  fact. 


^4 


RIGIDITY  or  THE  OS  UTERI  TREATED  BV  INCISION. 


«UkjDi  niiiiai«ly  ^  tbe  •p^rture,  wlifro  ft  iaffioient  oai^ve 
of  obUtenttion  i»  jBanifest ;  careleuoessi  in  tbU  par. 
.^leolar,  I  few,  1mm  led  to  misrepreapntation,  and  been 
ibd  caoM  of  Uiotd  errors  on  irbieh  I  iiave  precnmed  to 
ifi4mB»a$,      There  ia   reaaon  to  appi«heod»  that  in 
,<4a«8llRrring  aaoooata  of  .practice  trook  the  works  of 
^.#9e|ent  pracKitioQer9,  inaocuraclee  have  taken  pl^oe, 
«nd  rontiae  haa  misled  many  men  of  talent*    To  clear 
,«^waj  obscurities  which  stUl  invite  inquiry,  X  fear  that 
,  I,  have  fallen  into  tedious  Qircumlocationi  but  under- 
^•tanding  that  there  liare  been  many  fatal  cases  in 
..prance,  ,and  in  onr  empire,  and  finding  through  (he 
giress  that  the  taxis,  as  a  first  step,  is  in  nnlTersal  use, 
Z  am  anxious  still  further  to  interfere,  in  the  belie/ 
•  that  fatality  in  cases  of  strangulation  will  Fery  seldom 
.occur  when  my  plan  of  treatment  is  adopted  in  the 
first  instance.     It  baa  been  tery  successful  at  the 
.Brighton    Infirmary  during  many  years.     Desault, 
whose  abilities  were  of   the  highest  order,  forbade 
Altogether  handling  the  hernia,  aware  of  its  hurtfal 
OfectSy  as  usually  practiced.    Peter  Lowe,  who  was 
coetval  with  the  celebrated  Sharp,  proposed  puncturing 
with  needles  to  discharge  the  fiatus;  and  lately,  Dr. 
Weatberhead  invented  a  small  trocar,  of  which  there 
is  a  plate  in  the  Lanctt,  of  1829,  for  ^e  same  purpose, 
both  being  satisfied  of  the  necessity  for  remoTing  the 
bnlk.  Haller  remarked  that  he  knew  not  how  strangula- 
tion took  place.    Pott,  who  doToted  so  much  labour  to 
.the  question,  made  the.  same  observation.    My  con- 
jectnre,  published  in  a  pamphlet,  in  1810,  was,  that 
the  sensitive  intestine  doubled  in  rushing  through  the 
<«perture,  was  crushed  against  its  tense  border,  and 
.closed  under  the  irritation ;  thus  return  of  the  contents 
.  was  impeded^  a  sufficient  cause  of  all  the  symptoms, 
^^ualified  surgeons  know  that  the  success  of  almost 
overy  operation  depends  mainly  on  the  previous  state 
of  the  patient's  health,  independently  of  the  present 
sulment ;  every  measure,  therefore,  which  promises  to 
ofibct  our  object  without  operation  should  be  resorted 
40,  whilst  the  utmost  caution  should  be  observed  to 
prevent  the  pzaeUce  hitherto  always  recommended  and 
gunned*    Were  I  not  supported  by  the  authority  of 
tPesanlt,  I  feel  assured  that  the  reasons  I  have  ad- 
vanced will  satisfy  ail  who  patiently  examine  them, 
ft'ia  of  importance  to  ruptured  persons  to  be  capable 
.of  assisting  themselves  when  suddenly  attacked,  and 
jkhe  rather,  as  the  means  are  simple  and  not  dangerous. 
Although  sufficient  knowledge  may  be  deduced  ttom 
the  preceding  sutements,  it  may  be  useful  to  re-state 
iiow  important  it  is  to  relax  the  trunk,  by  raising  the 
bead,  &c.,  and  drawing  up  the  limbs,  leaving  the  body 
In  4  passive  state  during  about  twenty  minutes,  or  a 
ohivering  fit;' then  to  use  the  band- as  before  recom- 
nended,  independently  of  the  latter  affection.    Careful 
observations  by  myself,  and  the  experience,  of  others  to 
whom.  I  hare  ^eferredi  assure  me,  that  if  the.  treatment 
](  oppose  isaba^idoned,  whilst  strict  attention  is  bestowed 
on  the  order  and  means  which  I  propose,  Strang 
lated  hernia  will  lose  iu  terrors,  and  in  almost  every 
terminate  successfully. 
A  RETIRED  SURGEON  OF  THE  IRISH 

COLLEGE. 
Brighton,  October,  1S47. 


CASE  OF  RIOIDITV  OP  THE  OS  UTERI, 
TRE/^TED  fiy  INCISION  OF'  THE  CERVK 
UTERI. 

By  TsoMAa  Bakabtt,  MOLCS^  Balb^ 

(Reid  at  the  Annual  It  eetlni;  of  the  Bath  aad  BristofBraaPh 
of  tfafrProviaoial  Heitieal  and  Sttigieal  isseelwini.) 

It  must  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  every  practitioner 
in  midwifery  to  have  met  with  cases  where  the  rigid 
state  of  the  Os  uteri  has  impeded  labour,  till  the  fife 
of  the  patieot  has  been  eodangered'from  tihe  coniteqntnt 
exbanstion  and  long  continued  pressure,  itliat  in  a 
large  majority  of  cases  this  ilgidity  will  ultimately 
yield  to  the  usual  remedies  of  artificial  dilatation, 
bleeding,  opium,  &c.,  there  ii  no  doubt;  but  it  is 
equally  certain  that  cases  have  occurred,  where  the 
rigidity  has  been  too  persistent  to  allow  the  paasage 
of  the  child,  and  labour  has  been  only  tenninated  by 
eitensive  laceration,  or  the  separation  o(  the  cervix, 
probably  in  a  state  of  gangerene,  from  the  long  dOn* 
tinned  pressure  on  itt  vessels.  The  treilAient  by 
incision  of  the  os  uteri,  though  some  time  before  the 
profeSRon,  has,  I  think,  been  little  practised  by  them. 
The  suocessful  termination  of  a  case  which  recendy 
fell  under  my  observation  has  assured  me  of  the  Talue 
and  comparative  safety  of  this  treatment. 

The  patient  was  iu  her  fortieth  year,  and  in  labour 
with  her  first  child.    I  saw  her  first  on  Wednesday 
morning,  June  Ut;  labour  had  commenced  on  the 
day  previously;    the  pains  were  slight,   but  pretty 
urgent ;  the  os  uteri  just  sufficiently  dilated  to'admit  the 
top  of  the  finger,  was  very  high  up,  directed  backwards, 
very  rigid,  and  thick.    On  Thursday  I  found  the  pains 
more  severe,  but  the  condition  of  the  os  unchanged; 
the  liquor  amnit  had  been  discharged,  and  the  head 
presented;  the  skin  was  cool,  and  pulse  quiet.    A 
dose  of  castor  oil,  with  fifty  drops  of  tincture  of  opinm 
was  given ;  free  action  of  the  bowels,  but  no  sleep 
followed.  The  next  twenty  hours  produced  little  change 
in  the  symptoms ;  the  pains  were  more  severe,  but  the 
etate  of  the  os  uteri  was  unchanged;   it  itill  would 
but  admit  the  point  of  the  finger  through  its  thick  and 
almost  cartilaginous  ring;  the  head  pressed  firmly 
on  the  anterior  part  of  the  cervix ;  the  pulse  was  full 
and  sharp;  she  had  not  slept  for  forty-ei^t  hours. 
I  bled  her  to  twelve  ounces,  gave  her  a  grain  and  a 
half  of  opium,  and  administered  an  enema.    She  slept 
a  few  hours  after  the  bleeding.    Early  on  Saturday 
morning  the  pains  returned  very  powerfully;  the  os 
Uteri  had  lost  a  little  of  its  thickness,  but  none  of  its 
hardness ;  it  was  still  tilted  high  up  against  the  pro- 
montory of  the  sacrum,  but  was  dilated  to  about  the 
size  of  a  shilling  piece.    The  woman  had  had  anasarca 
of  the  lower  extremities  to  a  great  extent,  for  six  or 
eight  of  the  latter  weeks  of  pregnancy,  and  the  labia 
and  external  parts  in  general  were  very  oedematona ; 
the  vagina  was  hot  and  dry.    I  again  bled  her,  the 
blood  being  buffed  and  cupped,  gave  another  injection 
of  castor  oil  and  turpentine,  which  freely  emptied  the 
bowels,  and  directed  constant  steaming  with  hot  water 
to  the  pudenda.    Violent  pains  continued  throughout 
the  day ;  the  condition  of  the  os  rehiained  unchanged; 
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but  the  head  was  lower  down  at  each  pain,  the  cenriz 
hking  fbttibly  atreiebed  orer  it. 

Al  this  period  my  fVieod,  Dr.  Samtie)  Edwardsj  saw 
bar  with  mti  tbtre  was  some  iandtnaesa  of  the 
abdmoiM;  akin  waa  boti  poUe-  aharp  and  follt  and 
abfO^lAO.  At.V#ra«ggf)s|iQp  jbc^  was  again  bled, 
af|4  pnt  UQ^fi;  coin]}^te,DAHaeatioi»  witb  tartar  eo^tic; 
af^fwal:dA.(^  f^^  do«9,of  ojpittm^  and  another  emollient 
en^ma  were  given ;  the  ps  uteri  and  cervix  were  freely 
smeared  with  extract  of  belladonna.  The  pulse  fell  to 
96 ;  the  pains  became  suspended  fdr  many  hours, 
diiring  which  time  she  occasionally  slept,  and  ifelt 
comfortable  and  easy. 

-  Ob  M#ttday  norni&g,  Jane  6tb,  the  pains  (forcibly 
tzpnlaory)  again  recuived.  An  examination,  howevmr, 
abeirad  no  other  change  in  the  state  of  the  os  uteri, 
tban  that  it  was  a  little  thinner;  it  was  not  more, 
dilated^  and  still  felt  almost  like  a  bony  ring,  and 
resisted,  as  it  had  all  along  done,  any  attempt  at  artificial 
dilatation.  Towards  night  considerable  constitutional 
disturbance  set  in  ;  the  pulse  was  110 ;  skin  dry  and 
bot;  tongue  rather  brown;  the  abdomen  tender; 
Tagina  hot  and  dry;  and  the  system  generally  irritable. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  state  of  the  patient  at 
tbia  time  was  one  calculated  to  excite  considerable 
anxiety.  She  had  been  in  labour  for  five  days,  but 
tbe  state  of  the  os  uteri  opposed  completely,  as  it  did 
in  tbe  fiist  day  of  tbe  labour,  the  possibility  of  the 
birth  of  tbe  child.  The  usual  remedies  sedulously 
applied,  and  anxiously  watched,  had  exercised  no 
influence  in  overcoming  the  difficulty ;  and  though  till 
this  time  the  constitutional  symptoms  had  caused 
no  uneasiness,  still  now  they  began  to  show  themselves 
in  such  a  form  as  to  urge  tbe  necessity  of  the  adoption 
of  some  measure  by  which  the  labour  might  be  termi- 
nated ;  the  pains  too,  were  violent  and  farcing,  and  tbe 
bead  was  so  forcibly  pressed  against  the  thin  and 
widely-stretched  cervix,  that  I  dreaded  with  each  pain, 
some  fearful  laceration.  At  this  time  the  child  was 
living ;  but  even  had  it  been  dead,  to  have  practised 
embryotomy  through  such  an  undilated  and  undilatable 
^  uteri  would  have  been  as  difficult  to  the  operator  as 
dangerous  to  tbe  mother. 

It  was  in  this  state  that  Dr.  Edwards  proposed  an 
incision  of  tbe  edge  of  the  os  uteri,  and  though  my 
own  experience  taught  me  nothing  of  the  practice,  my 
confidence  in  bis  jadgmeat  removed  anyldeubta  I  may 
bave  entertained  of  ita  desirableness.  The  operation 
was  performed  in  the  manner  detailed  by  Dr«  Lever, 
in  a  similar  case  published  by  him.  The  knife  used 
was  a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  and  the  two  incisions 
were  made  each  side  tbe  mouth  of  tbe  womb.  Tbe 
patient  complained  of  no  pain ;  some  bleeding  followed 
the  division.  In  two  houps  the  constitutional  symp- 
toms were  materially  relieved  ;  the  pnhe  was  at  90, 
and  the  skin  cool ;  abdomen  less  tender,  and  ii^itabilicy 
calmedr 

Ab  examlMrtioii  fonr  ht^nra  after  tbe  i^tcration 
sbawcd  but  little  change  in  the  atete  of  tbe  oa,  but 
afti^  a  tima  it  began  aloifly  bot  certainly  to  dila^» 
and  at  eleven  o'elock  in  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  (the 
•erentb  day  of  laboor,)  ita  disc  was  rather  larger  than 


m  .    A«« 


diaapp^arance  61  the  caput  snccedaaenmi    and   tbe 
atin  more  eoncMve  evidence  afforded  by  the  atetbo- 
scope,  showed  tbe  ieath  of  the  child,  and  we  determiaied ' 
upon   peribrming   craniotomy.     Tbe   os   coanSailad 
graduaUy  to  yield  U'  tbt  diuiaiabad  balk  of  tbe  hm§^ 
which  MCbpaiaioBced  against  it,  and  tbe  ramalDdar 
of  the.  laboor  went  -on  steadily  pi«grc«aiog,  tiw^pafii^ 
continuing  r^olar  and  patient  comfortable^  till  elsfp^ . 
o'clock  p.  m.f  when  she  gave  birth  to  a  female  cbilA. 
of  the  average  size.    The  placenta  was  eitpelled  in 
aboqt  twenty  minutes.    No  one  single  unfavourable 
symptom  followed  to  interfere  with  her  speedy  and 
perfect  recovery. 
40,  St.  James's  Square,  Bath. 


CASES  FROM  PRIVATE   PRACTICE. 

By-JoBdi  RiCHARO  Wardsxx,  M«D«,  £djn«; 

Late  President  of  the  Royal  Physical  aod  Hoateriao  Medfk» 
oal  Societies,  Assistant  Pathologist  in  the  Roji^l  lafir^ 
mary,  Edinbnrgli,  dfce.  &c. 

(Oontinited from  pag$  661.J 

The  time  intervening  between  tbe  swallowing  of  tbe 
poison  and  ita  effects  becoming  apparent  has  bceis 
known  to  vary  considerably,  and  very  much  depends 
upon  whether  a  solid  or  a  liquid  hare  be^  taken,  tbe 
former  of  course  requiring  a  longer  period  than  tbe  lat* 
ter,  that  is  until  the  drag  becomes  reduced  to  a  solvevt 
state.  Poisoning  by  laudanum  is  alwaya  more  apeedy 
than  by  opium.  In  this  case  it  is  seen  the  symptooi* 
supervened  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes*  which 
was  unnsaally  quick;  in  an  instance  which  is  now 
recollected  that  occurred  in  Edinburgh,  the  effect  came 
on  in  from  twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour.  It  ta 
often  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  before  very  marked 
indications  are  present. 

The  period  at  which  death  generally  takea  plae^ 
differs  nnder  apparency  like  circnmstances,  but  is  moat 
frequently  from. ten  to  twelve  hours;  in  tbe  case  referred 
to  in  the  northern  metropolis,  the  patient,  a  woma% 
died  in  about  four  hours  aod  a  half,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  instance  which  has  called 
forth  these  imperfect  remarks,  inferring  from  the  feaifal 
degree  of  collapse  into  which  she  was  thrown,  would^ 
had  not  the  proper  expedients  been  had  recourse  to^ 
hare  perished  in  a  shorter  time  atiU.  The  poison  alwaya 
kills  the  young  with  more  rapidity  than  the  adolt^ 
owing  to  the  greater  sensibility  of  the  sensorial  fnnc* 
tionsy  aud  the  more  speedy  and  grave  manner  ie 
which  a  return  is  made  npon  the  vital  organa. 

Regarding  the  quantity  requisite  to  destroy  life*  ao 
Hr  as  my  own  researchea  have  discovered  from  the 
varions  authorities  on  this  subject,  the  dose  taken  by 
this  girl,  and  by  which  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 

■ 

she  would  have  been  killed,  if  she  had  been  left  to  the 
effects  of  the  poison^  is  the  smallest  quantity  to  be 
followed  by  such  gravereaulta  which  I  can  find  recorded* 


balf-a-crown.    The  corrugated  state  of  the  acalp,  the  >  Certainly  not  more  than  one  hundred   dropa  bad 
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beeA  takieD.     Tbe  mistress  of  the  louse  h%i  tbe 
balf-ouAce  Tial  in  her  possession,  and,  as  stated  in  t^^ 
case,  not  quite  pn^  half  had  diaap^^redj  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  a, few  drops, bid  been.uaed  by 
Jienelf  for  the  tooth-ache,  this  w»uld  ceitaioly  lie. 
the  utmost  qnantity.    On  calling  fcr  the  battle  at  the 
n^zt  Tisit,  she  had  unfortunately  destroyed  it,  which 
ivthe  reason  that  the  portion  taken  is  not  now  e^actly^ 
xdentionedr  "The  smallest  fatal  dose  of  the  ttnctur^ 
ill  an  adult  which  I  hare  found  recorded,*'  says  Mr. 
Taylor,  ''is  two  drachms.    This  case  is  reported  by  Mr,, 
Skae,  m  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgieai  Joum^l^, 
for  July,  1840.     The  patienf  was  a  robust  man,  aged 
fifty-siz.    He  swallowed  the  tincture  at  ten  in  the 
•vening,  and  died  under  the  usual  symptoms  on  the. 
following  morning,  t&e  case  thus  lasting  qnlyprel?^ 
hdurs."» 

There  are  certain  idiosyncracies  which  it  is  impos- 
ttble  for  human  wisdom  to  foretel,  where  death  is 
ptbdnced  with  that  which  to  another  would  be.bttl^ 
an  innocuous,  or  even  an-  effectless  dose ;  for  instance, 
in  the  example  of  Martha  C— ,  mentioned  in  the 
remaiifs  on  the  two  cases  of  spasma  glottidis.  That 
patient  under  spasmodic  disease,  took  with  impunity, 
or  indeed  without  producing  much  impression  of  any 
description,  a  quantity  of  opiates  under  which  this 
girl  would  inevitably  have  perished. 

'  In  this  case,  where  romiting  supervened  so  imme- 
diately after  the  poison  had  been  swallowed,  the  amount 
retained,  and  which  was  followed  by  such  grave  con- 
s^uences,  must  needs  have  been  very  small  indeed, 
and  when  reflected  upon,  in  a  medico-legal  point  oC 
▼lew,  becomes  of  some  interest.  No  other  bottle  conlci 
bie  found  containing  poison ;  and  from  enquiries  made 
at  the  shops,  it  was  pretty  evident  that  she  had  not 
procured  more  than  that  in  the  aforsaid  half-ounce 


five  or  six  and  twenty  yaars  of  ^ge.    W)wa  baM^fct* 
into  the  waiting  room  of  the^jhotpital,  she  was  deeply , 
comatose^  and  thpjigh  diet*  were  M>aa  nopipols  befoal 
the  lypptomfy  itt  was  evident  aha  wia  in  a  atafee  ^Of'' 
poisoning.      It. appeared  from  anbttquent  impMripf' 
that  she  had  gone  into  a  dimm-ahop,  oaOed  for  ao—- 
whiaky,  and  unobservedly  added  the  fatal  potion.    la 
no  great  length  of  time  she  dropped  into  a  deep  ileeptf 
and  then  helple^ly  fell  from  her  aeat.    The  pnpihi 
were   conu-acted»  face  livid^pulaa  aiow,  akin  cool* 
breaching  laborioui  and  aonievhal  alertocoae.     Oiv 
raising  an  arm  or  a  leg  it  fell  iistleaaly  ^nlo  its  ltNm«t 
poiition*  in  all  the  pipivenau.ol  oooopieiova  pMMtr%y 
tion.     Without  loss  of  time  I  introdncad  the  ctamaek'.^ 
pump,  and  threw  in  moat  of  a  quart  of  tepid  water^- 
which  was  immediately  pamped  ontagaini  and  tkttac 
the  proeess  wa9  repeated  to  the  third  tiffle»  by  wfaiclL 
meana  the  organ  was  thoroughly  laved  ont^-  fJid  auch 
noxious  matters  at  remained  extracted.    She  was  then 
placed  in  a  warmed  bed,  G>cing  too  much  prostraled 
to  be  walked  about,)  and  for  three  hours  I  tried  every 
remedy  that  might  be  .deemed  of  lervicev  but  witbonc 
avail,  as  she  died,  aa  before  atated^  in  about  (our  hoois 
and  a  half  after  having  taken  the  mortal  draught. 

When  making  an  examination  of  the  body,  I  recoUect 
that  Dr.  Craigie  was  standing  by  me  in  the  pttthobgical  ^ 
theatre,  and  he  observed  to  me  before  removing  the 
viscera,  that  but  seldom  were  the  morbid  appeanmces  in 
these  cases  of  real  Importance,  and  it  often  happened 
that  little  or  no  diseased  changes  were  manifest,  at 
least  such  aa  seemed  fully  to  account  for  the  fatal 
termination.  Dr.  Craigie  had  witnessed  the  aulCfeieB 
of  many  cases  of  poisoning  by  opiates,  and  aueh  was 
the  result  of  what  he  had  noticed. 

On  removing  the  calvarium  considerable  vaacnlar 
tui^dity  waa  most  obviously  apparent,  the  auperficiid 


▼ial;  besides,  in  her  subsequent  confession,  all  oth^r    vessels  being  dark,  tortuous,  and  distended  with  Tenoid- 


parts  of  her  story  were  found  to  be  correct.    She  stated  . 
that  she  had  placed  the  vial  in  a  glass  on  the  shelf  in  the 
b&r,— there  the  bottle  was  discovered ;  that  she  had 
taken  it  in  rum,— the  odour  of  that  spirit  had  previously 
been  distinctly  recognized ;  other  unimportant  details 


the  cooclpsion,  with  regard  to  the  quantity  swallowed, 
is  a  correct  one.     There  would  have  been  no  utility 


looking  blood.  Exposing  the  centrum  ovale,  namerous 
bloody  puneta  were  demonstrated,  and  in  fine,  the  whole 
encephalic  mam  waa  considerably  engorged.  There  was 
not  mnch  serum  infiltrated  into  the  veatricttlar  cavities, 
,  wbich  probably  was  dependent  upon  the  short  period  in 


were  also  subsUntiated,  it  is  therefore  fair  to  infi^.-^ichdeath  had  beenindnced;ittea«es  where  they  linger 
that  the  whole  of  her  stetements  were  true,  and  tha|^  ^on  from  twelve  to  twenty  hours,  serous exadation  is  more 


in,  nor  likelihood  of,  her  telling  one  part  of  her  tale    ^i^f^  venoid  blood,  and  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart 


truly,  and  the  other  false,  and  especially  regarding  to 


her,  an  unimportant  particular.      People  when  they,  tp^eieated  no  traces  whatever  of  disease, 
equivocate,  and  speciously  depose  evidence,  always      ^Jhese  are,  I  believe,  the  most  frequent  morbid  appear* 


bave  some  ulterior  object  in  view,—- some  point  to  be 
gained :  here  there  could  be  none.  _  .  , . 

It  may  not  perhaps  here  be  considered  out  of  plac^: 
to  give  a  few  particulars  relative  to  the  case  above 
alluded  to,  and  that  occurred  in  the  north.  It  was  in 
the  person  of  a  plethoric  young  woman,  of  apparent^ 


commonly  observed.    The  lungs  were  quite  anormal 
in  their  characteristics,  being  intensely  snrchuged  with 


was  loaded  with  a  gory  semifluid  mass.    The  stomaeh 


ancesv  and  asmetimes  langniaeoas  extravasadon  la 
tfauttd,  resttltilig,  of  coarse,  from  the  encephalic  vasetdsa 
^tislraoion  wUeh  is  indnced.  **  The  pitee^l  ffi^rbld 
appearances,"  sa^s  Dr.  TViill,  "  are  great  tatgesceiKe' 
of  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  and  somettmes  serods%thi- 
sion  between  its  membranes,  or  itt  its  ventricles ;  bat 


•  Taylor's  HMaoaal  of  Medics Warlspiudeiice."  page  Ml.  i«i«netimes  no  morbid  apl>earance  can  be' detected  in 
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^  hmii  tlie  IvDgf  are  gfotiged  with  blood ;  the 
tlNttteh  rarely  appear!  iaiai&ed ;  tbe  blood  ii  fbUnd 
ikid  in  the  heart,  and  the  body  miM  rapidly  to  decay.*^ 
^'tte-atomaehaBdlfitettiBei^"  says  Mr.  A.  S.  Vkybr, 
"jMHoC  no  wnwtml  changes.  There  iagraatcr  or  lesi 
MsHB  Of  4be  oerebral  teaielf,  but  efen  this  Is  often  so 
ti||lit  as  to  escape  notice  unless  attention  be  particularly 
dii«cted  to  the  brain."t  Again,  that  author  says,  "  In 
n^Btse  whleh  proted  fatal  in  fifteen  homnyesoMnioed  at 
<Hiy?s  Hoqiital,  a  few  years  since,  the  ressels  of  the  head 
ipere  found  nnufoaUy  turgid  throughout ;  on  the  sur- 
f see  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  left  hemisphere  there 
iPis  aneochymMB,  apparently  produced  by  the  effusion 
of  a  ftw  drops  of  Mood ;  there  were  numerous  bloody 
poteH on  the  ctft  surface  of  the  bndn;  there  was  no 
serum  collected'  in  the  ventricles;  the  stomach  was 
quite  hedthy.  This  may  be  taken  u  a  fair  example  of 
thepoff-merfsm  appearances  in  poisoning  by  opium.*'} 

Comparing  the  accounts  given  by  these  authors,  as  to 
the  lesions  discoverable  in  poisoning  by  narcotics,  with 
the  particulars  respecting  Che  inspection  made  by 
myself,  the  reader  at  once  perceives  that  tbey  very 
much  resemble  each  other,  and  doubtless  the  conclu- 
sions airived  at  by  these  two  eminent  medico-legali&ts, 
are  mainly  right,  and  as  a  general  view,  are  in  accord- 
ance with  facts*  It  seems  rather  surprising  that  the 
latter  should  have  passed  over  a  condition  which  is 
perhaps  quite  as  often  present  as  the  vascularity  of  the 
brain,— vis.,  the  pulmonary  engorgement  which  is  there 
so  frequently  detected.  Dr.  Traill  very  properly 
notices  this  lesion  in  his  enumeration  of  the  chief 
appearances. 

Retnming  to  the  case  of  Ann  H  ■  ■  ' ,  sosudden 
was  the  operation  of  the  poison,  that  when  I  saw  her, 
certainly  not  more  than  half  an  hour  afterwards,  she 
was  so  prostrated  that  it  would  have  been  quite  impos- 
dble  to  make  her  walk  about;  and  Mr.  Cole,  who 
saw  the  patient  a  few  minutes  before,  aiBrmed  the 
MBtokBf  on  which  account  the  remedial  measure  of  con- 
stantly keeping  the  body  in  action  was  not  attempted. 
The  line  of  treatment,  it  will  be  seen^  wis'  such  aa^ils 
generally  had  recourse  to  in  these  Instances,  consisting ' 
in  keeping  np,  as  much  as  possible,  the  circulation,  and 
never  allowing  the  patient  to  sink  into  repose.  For  -. 
some  time  the  efforts  threatened  to  be  inoperative,  but 
ultimately  the  Ilvidity  became  kss  apparent^  the  sun 
face  warmer,  the  countenance  mote  natural,  wheft 
incoherent  murmurs  wfre  elicited,  and  at  the  ex|^lion 
of  two  or  three  hours  she  was  considered  beyond 
dsnger. . 

As  all  rational  systems  of  treatment  should  si  much 
as  possible  be  founded  upon  the  observatiott  of,  and 
the  infsienoes  deduced  from,  demonstratlre  iaetSy  a 
review  of  the  morbid  appearances  discovered  in  the 
<ase  wluch  occniTed*t»<the  nor^  may  perhaps  tend  to 


•  TrailPi  *t  Medical  Jsrifpndenee,"  p,  132. 
t  Taylor's  "  HanaaJ/'  p.  43.  t  nu,  p.  320. 


confiril  us  in  our  dedaion  in  whatsiuch  most  properly 
consist,  and  especially  if  some  of  those  late  physi« 
ological  discoveries  wUeh  have  been  made  are  at  the 
same  time  remembered.  If  we  are  to  regard  the 
nervous  system  as  having  three  distinct  functions,  or 
as  being  divisible  into  three  other  systems,— the  vi^l« 
sensorial,  and  muscular,  properly  so  called,— we  caa 
then  more  correctly  account  for  the  manner  in  which 
death  is  proximately  induced,  and  decide  better  as  to 
the  way  in  which  the  fatal  termination  is  most  likely  Uy^ 
be  averted.  The  sensorial  functions  being  affected, 
witttefer  impressions  are  made  upon  these,  are  in  an 
exact  ratio  to  the  sum  of  such  impressions  transmitted 
to  the  otiier  two  functions, — vis.,  the  muscular  and 
vital;  when,  therefore,  from  whatever  cause,  the  sen- 
sshioni  is  rendered  unequal  to  the  doe  exercise  of  its 
functions,  as  by  a  direct  loss  of  sensorial  power»  which 
an  agent  like  the  one  now  spoken  of  is  capable  of  pro* 
ducing,  the  two  other  functions  are  not  efficiently 
performed— are  carried  on  anormally,  and  their  ac.tiony 
through  such  nsorbid  impression,  deteriorated  by  the 
agent  in  question,  may  be  entirely  suspended,  and  of . 
oourse,death  ensue*  fmihent  physiologists  in  this  and 
other  countries  have  sihewn  that  respiration  is  canted  by» 
sod  under  the  immediate  influence  of,  three  distinct 
functions, — the  sensorial,  vital,  and  muscular  functions : 
that  it  is  a  compound  and  voluntary  action.  Now, 
When  the  sensorium  is  affected,  sensibUity  diminished 
or  destroyed,  the  function  of  respiration  becomes  com* 
mensurately  disordered  or  wholly  ceases,  because  this 
action  cannot  be  carried  on  without  the  stimulus  of 
td^sensorial  functions,  the  respiratory  muscles  other- 
wise cease  to  act,  and  the  vital  functions,  properly  so 
called,  also  cease.  Respiration  being  a  voluntary  act, 
the  loss  of  sensation  is  also  followed  by  the  loss  of 
pain,  and  when  the  seuation  of  psin  no  longer  obtains 
in  our  bodies,  the  respiratory  muscles,  as  said,  no 
longer  are  urged  to  their  natural  exercise;  hence  con< 
gestion  in  the  vital  oii^ns,  and  if  continued,  death. 
The  brain,  spinal  marrow,  and  lungs  especially,  become 
overloaded,  and  thus  they  then  also  superadd  to  the 
deleterious  states  already  noxiously  existent  in  the 
l^tlbi.  The  capillaries  fail  to  normally  propel 
-tiiehr  contents  unless  stimulated  by  arterial  fluid, 
which  appears  from  the  philosophical  investigations  of 
M.  le  Gallois,  Wilson  Philip,  and  ceruin  other  experi- 
mentalists, to  be  their  proper  and  only  stimulus; 
therefbre  when  the  blood  is  no  longer  duly  arterialized, 
ceogestion  must  result  in  the  viul  organs,  from 
the  cause  now  given.  The  nervous  influence  so 
necessary  to  all  the  rital  processes  of  our  bodies,  and 
which  is  the  proper  and  indispensable  stimulant  of  the 
fital  organs,  properly  so  called,  cannot  be  generated  by, 
or  elimiaated  from,  the  central  organs  of  the  nervous 
system,  unless  these  organs  are  unaffected  in  their 
functions ;  but  when  they  receive  a  morbid  impres- 
«io»  from  the  operation  of  some  noxious  agen^  as  a 
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nareotic  poiaofl  fbr  inttMee;  tbt  reralts  u  abovt  eani&e* 
rated  tiit«e»  Mid  thii  agent,  it  fit  quite  poMUe,  may 
priituirily  act  upon  the  vital  knd  iliiiaciilar,  as  we  kaow 
it  does  upott  tbe  fensorial  tfystttn. 

FrcfiD  wbatlias  been  adranced  dMB,  it  is  quite  obvioiia 
tlMt  oar  endeaTonrs  should  be  vealonaJy  directed 
tewards  the  maintenance  of  the  sensorial  fonctioos, 
Mcanse  we  know  of  no  antidote  to  this  poiam,  and 
because  the  legitimate  infeMBoes  of  the  views  now' 
•taited,  seem  to  demand  so^  eonchisioBS.  The  patient, 
whose  body  I  examined  in  Edfttbttrgfa,  undoubtedly 
died  fa  part  as  Mm  aspbyda,  beeanse  it  was  related 
that  the  lungs  were  iatensly  c<n)gested,  and  there  was 
pmlernatural  vascnlarity  and  obstmction  in  the  other 
vital  organs.  It  has  bfeen  ascertained  by  certain 
experimentalists,  botli  in  this  and  other  countries,  thvt 
the  nervotts  infiuence  is,  in  all  its  appreciable  qnalities, 
identical  with,  and  its  phenomena  similar  to,  an  agent 
in  inanimate  nature -^viz.,  electricity ;  and  that  this 
agent,  when  applied  to  those  organs  whose  office  is 
the  transmission  of  the  nervous  influence  from  the 
central  organs  of  the  nervous  system,  has  the  power  of 
stlmnlating  to  their  normal  action  those  organs  upon 
which  life  immediately  depends,  commonly  Called  the 
vital  organs,  even  when  the  sensorial  functions  are 
very  evidently  impaired ;  this,  therefore,  seems  a 
proper  remedial  measure  to  be  employed  in  cases  like 
to  this  now  particularly  considered.  A  powerful 
narcotic,  as  observed,  makes  such  a  morbid  impres- 
■km  upon  the  whole  of  the  organs,  eonstituting 
the  nervous  system,  that  their  proper  functions 
are  gravely  altered,  and  that  stimulus— the  nervous 
influence— is  no  longer  secreted  by,  if  such  term  may 
here  be  used,  nor  consequently  transmitted  Ah-,  the 
carrying  on  of  the  vital  processes.  •  If  then,  the  heart 
and  lungs  can  for  a  time  be  artificially  carried '  on,  or 
materially  assisted  -by  this  agent  from  inanimate 
nature,  that  is,  until  the  poison  ceases  to  exert  its 
pernicious  effects,  and  the  circulation  thus  continued, 
great  hopes  of  recovery  might  thus  be  entertained, 
and  doubtless  some  fatal  terminations  averted.  The 
circulation  might  also  be  considerably  assisted  at 
the  same  time  by  means  of  artificial  inspiration)  and 
thus  aiding  the  due  aeration  of  the  blood,  when  the 
capillaries  would  receive  a  greater  quantity  of  their 
proper  stimulus,  and  free  the  vital  organs  in  their 
action.  I  am  fully  aware  that  both  the  former  and 
the  latter  have  been  recommended,  nor  is  there  any* 
thing  new  in  these  remarks;  the  Only  design  in 
making  the  previous  desultory  observation^,  is  to  shew 
that  such  remedial  measures  are  founded  more  upon  a 
rational  basis  than  may  be  generally  admitted,  and  i^ 
poesible,  where  these  cases  occur,  to  Strenuously  recom- 
mend their  adoption.  In  the  EdinbttTgh  hospital 
I  remember  an  instance  in  which  voltaic  electricitf 
was  eminently  serviceable.  [Since  this  case  was  sent 
to  the  press,  an  excdlent  Uluscration  that  the  correct- 


ness of  the  above-maintained  doelfine  is  )iorp%m^  bs*. 
praetiset  is  given  in  the  nnqslief  of  tihia;Jo«n»iiioc, 
Nbrsmber.drdy  and.  which  is  quoted  from  Iht.X^fk.. 
On  rsforing  |o  thls,exei>pht»  w\»tk,»etmBfA^»  -tl»^' 

vinced  of  the.beiMMal  eflreetnPhighdii.thaWifMreiinm 
reoilt  Doom  Jlw  agent  in  ^IMftionJ 

la  coBelnsion»  lelelive.to  the  caa^  nom.gifisnr  the. 
foUowiag  tets  may  be  leiceraled  i«*lel.  7^e%rmpl«ni. 
aorerveted  with  enwqntei  toddenaesa^   Snily.  Th^. 
quantity  of  laudanum  reiily  retained  mast  have,  bata 
very  ineonsidemble,  renderihg  it  suipHaag  that  mib. 
fearful  symptoms  should  fottew  so  smaU  «  poiliam  of  • 
the  poison.    3rdly.  The  spirit  hi  i^hieh  it  msetakcA 
did  not  appear  to  exert  the  retarding  influenee  aaedlied . 
to  it  byCybristison  and  others.    Lastly.   Thepopile 
were  dilated,  one  more  so  than  the  other,  wbfch  ie 
contrary  to  what  is  by  far  most  uanally  the  case, — i^x^ 
their  contraction. 

PROVINCUL 

i^tDfcal  Sc  ^ttrgical  $|i)ttrnale 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  15»  1847. 


In  our  last  number  we  introduced  a  proposal 
by,  Mr.  Hunt;,  of  Heme  Bay,  under  the  mnctipn 
of  tka  CouncU  of  the  ProFinalal  Medieal  and. 
Surgical  Association,  for  an  investigatioa  into, 
the  **  Medieinal  Action  and  Efllects  of  Araei^c.'^ 
We  xlow  beg  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  to  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  Mr.  Cromptoini  of  Mancbe^er. 
The  Qotioe  to  members  in  some  laCennmbera  of 
the  Journal  ban  already  made  the  sabjed  of  thift 
investigation'— a  R^ort  on  Bums  and  Scalded- 
intrusted  by  the  Council  to  Mr.  Cromptbn> 
fufficiently  known.  We  proceed  to  insert  a 
letter,  addressed  to  the  President,  and  the 
President  of  the  Council  of  the  Asociatios^ 
irhioh  contains  a  full  exposition  of  the  yiewt 
of  Mr.  Crompton.  This  letter  conislodes  witb 
a  series  of  questions,  to  which  it  is  hoped 
that  the  members  of  the  Association  will 
severallj  return  such  answers  as  th^ir  know* 
ledge  and  experience  may  enable  thao^  to  do., 
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A  tmSA  TO 

JAMES  HEYOATH,   ».!>.,  F.R.S., 

Prttidetit  cf  (hi  Pronnefai  Btedtical  and  Surgical  JtsociaUmi 

AND  TO 

CHARLES    HASTINGS,   M.D.,  F,L.S., 

'  OK  THE  BEST  iCETBOD  OV 
PKBPABIN6  A  RtPOBT  OK  Avk'NSl   AXD   8CAL08. 


.  'lb^tothaftk.jott  for  tbe  hoooitr.  coaferr«4  .vpon 
'mtt  iir  Mthorikiagr  <d«  to  draw  up  a  *'IUport  on  Bom 
'and  Scalds"  for  the  Atsociatioa  Ofer  whicl^yoa 
preside,  and  for  the  appeal*  70Q  hare  made  to  the 
'imembert  for  coniri^otio&s  of  facts,  and  for  aislitaace 
ia  iny  enquiries. 

Before  I  proceed  to  state  the  coarse  which  I  intend 
^to  pursde  in  my  enquiries,  and  what  the  nature  of 
"tikcte' enquiries  will  be/it  seems  d^rsMe  that  I  should 

m 

9kf  a  few  words  in  ezplaaation  of  my  opinions  on  the 
coHection  of  information  by  means  of  Aswctationaof 
practitioners,  and  Che  mles  to  be  obserred  by  the 
«ep<uter  in  niaidng  use  of  such  informatioa  as  the 
profession  may  please  to  communicate  to  him.  I 
cannot  unfold,  to  my  own  satisfaction,  my  proposed 
plhtt  of  pi^edare  without  stating  the  circumstances 
which  led  me  to  recommend  it  to  the  I^orincial 
Assodatlon  for  their  adoption. 

It  was  in  1843,  that  my  attention  was  first  directed 
to  tbe  large  amount  of  valuable  practical  information 
wluch  is  allowed  to  ran  to  wtete  by  Profinctal  Fracti- 
teners*,  and  I  printed  in  the  Prevfaew/  Jotmalf  fita- 
'^ebmary  3, 1844,  a  scheme  for  presertiog  at  a  smifll 
-cost,  the  papers  read  before  the  'Medical  Societies  of 
tiie  piMnces.  But  it  was  erident  tome  that  set-essays 
^ondlsMseswelre  not  the  best  means  of  eliciting  the 
Is^ge  alhoitnt  of  faractlcal  knowledge  possessed  by 
Iwotiiielal  pMctitioners.  I  fomed-  my'  attention  to  the 
hpMteial  Assoeitftion,  (of witfcb,  I  was  not  atthat 
time  a  member,)  and  in  it  I  thongbc  that  I  saw  a  eon- 
fbtnation  of  this  opinion ;  inasmuch  as  the  members 
«f  the  Association  did  not  contribute  annoaliy  as  many 
pi^Hical  facts  to  their  ''Trahsacfions,''  as  were  con- 
«ribttted  by  Quy^s  Hospital,  to  its  "*  Reports."  Vet 
-the  organisatioii  at  the  Prorincial  Association  struck 
me  as  bdng  moss  perfect^  and  capable  of 'produdtig 
•contributiotts  on  practical  paints,  eqnali  if  not  superi^, 
to  tbdse  of  any  other  Society.  In  a  letter  to  Br 
Hastings,  I  reauaked,  **  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
no  society  in  the  world  so  admirably  adapted  for  the 


*  JtfMwr  fs  Mmitfi.'^Vii  Crompten,  ef  Manehester, 

helag  appolBted to  draw  ap  a  report  oabufas aa^ tcaldf^ 

«mbodjing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  experience' and  opinions 

Of  theprofessiOB,  we  the  undersigaed,  earnestly  reqaest 

that  the   members  of  the  Association    will  afford  Mr. 

Crompton  such  Informttloo  oa  the  sobject,  as  thej  taiay  be 

inssessedof;  aodthattbey  wlU  fliittasr  hts  taquiiies  by  e?  ery 

means  in  their  power. 

JAMES  H«YGATE.  M.D. 

0HARLE8  HASTINGS,  M.D. 


collection  of  medical  facts  as  the  Prorinfial  Association. 
The  mtmber  of  beds  in  the  prorincial  Hospitals  j» 
nearly  ajkgrsat  as  in. the  nketropoIitiM>a  *!^  mostpf 
the  officers  of  the  former  a^e  members  of  the  Promqal 
Association  j^  besides  which,  the  1 700  members  of  the 
Associattoo  are  distributed  through  a  population  of 
not  less  than  fourteen  milUons."* 

It  appeared  to  me^  that  instead  of  trying  to  obtain 
monographs  or  essays,  it  would  be  much  better  if  tl^ 
Association  would  fix  apon  so^e  one  practi^  ques« 
tion  and  investigate  it  (or  twelve  months ;  ior  tlwe  are 
many  excellent  practitioners  who  have  not  time  ^ 
prepare  elaborate  reports^  who  would,  howcTor,  he 
able  tostate  inafew  words,(heresi)iuof  tlMBicAbeern* 
tion  of  the  ?alue  of  particular  plana  of  treatment.  If 
S  thoDsaod  or  e^hteen  hundxed  praotitioneia  could 
hare  their  attent^qn  directed  during  tlie  same  period 
to  one  and  the  same  disease,  a  great  many  practical 
suggestions  most  transpire.  The  labour  entailed  upon 
each  indindual  would  be  most  inconsiderable,  wbiio 
the  aggregate  amount  of  their  communications  would 
probably  be  of  great  value.  It  was  by  such  considera- 
tions as  the  above,  that  I  was  led  to  recommend'  the 
plan  which  the  Association  has  appointed  me  to  carry 
putt  In  order  to  give  the  plan  a  fair  trial,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  disease  selected  for  investigation  shall  be  a  very 
common  one)  so  that  all  the  members  may  have  some- 
thing to  say  respecting  it« 

Perhaps  there  is  no  common  disease,  however  unim- 
portant  it  may  appear  in  an  individual  case,  which 
is  not  very  important,  when  we  multiply  the  amount 
of  pain  or  inconvenience  by  the  number  of  those  who 
labour  under  it.  If  this  opinion  is  correct,  the  Pro- 
vincial Association  would  do  well  to  try  to  advance 
the  art  of  medicine  by  investigating  common  diseases. 

Again;  we  see  ia  systematic  wpriLs,  and  ia  the 
journals  of  the  day,  recommendations  of  newremedies» 
or  of  new  modes  of  using  old  ones*  Many  persons 
adopt  those  recommendations^  and  yet  they  do  not 
take  care  to  inform  the  profession  of  their  success 
with  them.  In  this  way  medicines  obtain  a  traditional 
repntation»  wlpch  is-peipetoated  in  books  and  lectures. 

In  order,  however,  to  reform  our  treatment  of 
disease,  it  is*  necessary  to  have  a  number  of  observers, 
whose  attention  shall  be  speeialfy  directed  to  the  mme 
tuhfeetatlhesame  Hme^  and  they  should  have  the  means 
of  communicating  with  each  other  from  time  to  time» 
and  of  comparing  notes.  The  Provincial  Association 
consists  of  a  body  of  such  observers,  scattered  through 
an  immense  population.  These  observers  are  for  the 
most  part  plain  ^aetieal  men,  well  qualified  by  their 
experience  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  value  of  i|ny 

« -  ^__^^_^__ 

'  *  Quoted  by  Dr.  Hastings  in  a  letter  to  the  Provincial 
JlnwM/,  Pebnafy  3, 1 844^  pag^  9S4. 

4  Mr.  Bant,  of  Heme  Bay.  proposed  a  plan  sabseqoeatly, 
which  agrees  with  mine  in  many  respects.  As  he  is  working 
oat  his  plan,  X  need  not  aliode  to  the  diflbrences  iaoox 
schemes,  as  they  will  sooa  msaifest  themselves* 
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mtbod  of  twatment,  or  on  wy  r«w»cdy,  wboie  coUeci 
tiTe  opinion  nut  be  «lmilted  to  be  of  very  gre^ 
vilne.  Tlie  Joorwd  of  the  Aieodation  iffordee  to 
•dmirable  medium  for  working  the  plw;  for  by  Ae 
publicttioa  of  the  iaformition  obtwned  from  montk 
to  month  by  the  reporter,  the  subject  would  be  kept 
constantly  before  the  members,  and  some  new  practical 
BBgyestioas  would  ariK  out  of  so  many  minds  directed 
10  one  subject  at  the  same  time. 

One  reason  for  extending  the  inquiry  over  a  year  waa 
to  enable  the  practitionwrs  to  record  and  watch  more 
necurately  the  eases  occurring  wUJun  that  period.  A. 
gieat  many  do  not  preserve  notes  of  their  cases,  and 
ibeiefore  ihey  could  speak  only  from  memory  as. to 
the  cases  they  had  seen  in  past  years. 

The  communications  should  be  printed  in  tiie  Jourtal 
as  soon  as  they  are  received,  either  entirror  condensed, 
according  to  the  space  at  liberty. 

In  drawing  up  the  Report  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
each  contributor  will  be  mentioned,  and  the  fabts 
will  be  given,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  the  words  of 

the  narrator. 

In  considering  what  would  be  the  best  subject  for 
the  trial  of  the  foregoing  scheme,  I  could  think  ot 
none  which  seemed  so  suitable  as  the  treatment  of 
bums  and  scalds.  7%ey  art  very  common^  and  therefore 
every  one  has  something  to  say  on  the  subject.  Iftey 
art  very  fatal,  and  therefore  of  very  great  imporUnce# 
In  a  letter  to  me,  Mr.  Farr  observes,  '*  The  subject  of 
bums  is  very  interesting.  The  loss  of  life  u  very 
great.  I  do  not  think  that  the  deaths  from  burns  j^nd 
scalds  in  the  United  Kingdom  can  be  less  than  4p00 
per  annum." 

This  subject,  however,  is  important,  not  alone  from 
the  frequency  and  excessive  mortality  of  burns,  but 
for  the  extremely  unsettled  state  of  opinion  respecting 


bums  and  scalds  than  forlfii  inaammation  aristng  from 
any  other  cause/'— fferis.   1837.  voL  iii.,  p.  265. 

Mr.  Henry  Earle  says,—"  Burns  is  a  snhject  whids 
weU  menu  your  most  Krions  attention,  not  only  from 
the  frequency  of  its  occurrence  smmig  the  Inboning 
poor,  but  Ukewlse  from  thelirtal  resulta  whieh  so  fre- 
quently follow,  and  the  ealanitona  defeewiiMS  mad 
Umeness  wWch  so  often  ensue,  should  the  patient 
survive  the  injury-  It  i^  I  conceive,»ost  desirable  to 
esUbUsb  some  fixed  end  settled  prindplee  to  wguUte 
yow  conduct  in  these  cases,  more  espedaWy  as  so  many 

and  such  opposite  plana  of  treatment  have  be«i 
adopted  at  different  times;  and  even  at  the  preseot 
dafthe  opinions  of  practitioners  are  at  variance,  and 
the  treatment  followed  in  different  institutions  is  very 
opposite  and  uncertain.-— ^eWe  <m  BwmM»  183t.  p.«. 

The  sqX>iect  of  hums  and  scalds,  tiien,  U  one  of  very 
great  importance,  respecting  the  treatment  of  which 
tiiere  is  tiie  greatest  diversity  of  opinion :  some  con- 
tending  that  hot  turpentine,  and  spirits  of  wine,  and 
alcohol  are  the  best  appUcations ;  others  tiiat  cold 
water  is  tiie  great  remedy ;  whUe  a  tiiird  party  says 
tiiat  exclusion  of  tiie  air  by  cotton,  treacle,  or  any 
oti)er  means,  is  all  that  is  necessary.    I  wiU  give  no 
opinion  (tiU  the  facts  are  before  me,)  as  to  which  of 
these  is  tiie  correct  method  of  treatment.    In  appealins 
to  the  members  of  tiie  ProvincUl  AssocUtionfor  fsctt 
tiiat  may  tend  to  do  away  with  this  great  diversity  of 
opinion,  as  to  the  treatment  of  bums  and  scalds,  I 
assure  them  that  whatever  communications  they  m^ 
fovonr  me  with,  shaU  receive  the  most  impartial  and 
careful  consideration  in  tiie  Report  which  wUl  be  made 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  tiie  Association,  where  every 
document  wUl  be  presented  for  tiie  inspection  of  tiie 
members  who  are  present.    As  Isr  as  it  is  practicable, 
the  documents  forwarded  to  me  wiU  be  pubUshod  in 
the  Provmelal  Medical  and  SwrgieaJmamai,  audit  wiU 


for  tiie  extremely  unsettied  sUte  ol  opimon  respecung  .^  gentiemen  wiU  send  tiieir  com- 

thebestmetiioAof  treatment.    Since  I  enteied  upon  '     ^^^^  u>  the  Editor  of  tiiat  Jo«i»al- 


this  enquiry,  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  has  published  the 
loUowittg  wwds  in  the  LceUkm  Medical  Gantte,  vol.  xl., 
No.  1031,  September  3rd,  1847  :— 

"  Common  as  is.the  occurrence  of  bums  and  scalds 
in  the  practice  of  every  surgeon,  I  really  think, 
gentlemen,  .that  there  is  scarcely  any  elass  of  acci 


munications,  direct  to  the  Editor  of  tiiat  JownaL 
My  object  wiU  be  attained  more  effectuaUy  by  the 
imnudiaie  publication  of  papers,  because  tiicyare  likely 
to  set  those  into  whose  hands  tiiey  come,  tiiinkiflg  oa 
tiie  subject,  and  will  tiius  lead  probaWy  to  fmrther 
papers.    I  do  notwant  to  eoUeet  a  masrof.intewation 


centlemen,  -tiiat  tnere  is  scarcely  any  eiass  oi  acci-    t~r — ...  ^     ^  _j_     _  m^*;«- 

dents,forthetieatmentofwhichtherearefewerorlees    to  bekeptinmyhandettiltiie  Amrfsw  Meetwfr 

deeided  principles  laid  down.  Nor  does  tiiis  arise  iroei'  for  tiie  purpose  of  ioereaang  the  Mvnlly  of  my 
the  unimporunce  of  their  effects,  for  the  amount  of.  retaarks,— on  the  contrary,  I  consider  tiiat  I  onght  to 
mcMrtelity  resulting  from  burns  and  scalds  in  every,  assist  in  giving  the  facta  publicity  aa  soon  after  th^ 
institution  is  so  great,  that  they  have  alwaya  hdd  a. :  ,^^  me  as  I  am  able  to  do.  By  adopting  this  course, 
prominent  place  in  the  fist  of  deaths  from  acddei|^.  ^^  members  will  be  able  to  see  the  evidence  on  which 
causes;  and,  during  the  recovery  of  those  who  do 


survive,  there  alien  arises  the  greatest  surgical  difficult 
in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  awful  contractions 
n^ch  so  frequently  attend  the  cicatrising  pioosss." 

Whoever  will  read  the  articles  on  borhsin  our 
standard  writers,  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  witii  the 
want  of  unanimity  of  oj^ioft  which  existe  as  to  the 
treatment. 

John  Hunter  saysJ— "  There  are  more  reme&t  for 


:- 


'& 


the  report  is  founded.  -      , 

The  points  which  strike  me  as  moat  deaervinir  ^ 
the  consideration  of  the  meteben  are  the  foUo^tfg  ^— 

1.  Whether  stimulantt  (spirit  6f  tnrpentine,  alMhol, 
ammonia,  &c.,)  are  useful  in  cases  of  bufia  and 
scalds  5  and  if  so,  in  what  oassa,  and  in  what  mamer  ? 

N.B.   Dr.  Kentish's  book  led  to  tiie  general 
Adoption  of  tiie  stimulating  treatment  of  bnros. 


f 
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Bnt  prior  to  his  tiiiM»  alcohol  had  been  recoita- 
moiided  hj  Sydenhtm  and  Dr.  Harrit.    It  the 
}       treatnieBt  by  ftioralants  pemidont,  or  is  it  iof 
faloe  oalj  ia  ezteiiaire  horat  ? 

2.  What  is  the  Vttlve  of  cold  applications  ia  bom  aiid 
aeaMs?     An  they  adaissible  in  bums   of  great' 
extent?    In  barns  of  small  extent  is  cold  water 
better  than  any  other  application  ? 

3.  What  is  the  experience  oi  members  as  to  the  falne 
of  cotton  and  flour  as  a  dressing  for  boms  and 
scalds? 

4.  What  internal  remedies  are  best  immediately  after 
extensive  bams  and  scalds  ? 

5.  How  far  do  sitnatiott  and  extent  affect  the  core  ol 
burns  and  scalds  ? 

6.  What  are  the  best  methods  of  preTenting  cicatrices 
after  burns  and  scalds  ? 

7.  What  are  the  pott'mortem  appearances  after  burns  ? 

8.  What  is  the  prognosis  in  burns  and  scalds  ? 

9.  What  is  the  best  method  of  remedying  cicatricev 
after  bums  and  scalds  ? 

}0.  What  directions  ought  to  be  giren  to  the  public 
for  the  prevention  of  bnras,  and  for  their  treatment 
in  the  interim  between  their  occurrence  and  the 
arrival  of  a  practitioner  ? 

11.  Enumerate  any  practical  rules  for  the  management 
of  extensive  burns,  as  regards  the  healing  of  the 
wound,  the  repression  of  granulations,  and  the  pre« 
servation  of  the  strength  of  the  patient. 

12.  Give  cases  of  death  during  apparent  recovery  from 
bums. 


Sorgeeoa  who  live  in  ooal-miniag  district!  wheze  ex* 
plosions  occur,  may  be  able  to  give  very  valuable  infosm- 
ation  respecting  the  cure  of  extensive  bums.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  ascertain  how  iar  the  recommendations 
of  Dr.  Kentish  are  acted  upon  by  these  practitioners, 
who  have  unquestionably  the  best  means  of  ascertaining 
what  is  the  best  method  of  treating  burns. 

The  medical  officers  of  provincial  hospitals  will  be 
able  to  afford  valuable  information.  It  is  important 
to  know  what  are  the  methods  approved  of  by  them. 
Some  hospitals  keep  records  of  their  cases,  apd  ynSl 
be  able  to  give  some  statistical  factp. 

TbeceasmMiication  of  the  names  of  suigeooa  wl^ 
•renotnembOfeofthe  AseocfiatioB;  and  yet  hf le  Imd 
much  experience  in  bums,  will  be  esteemed  a  fawDor.  > 

Coroners-may  afford  valuable  statistical  informatai, 
•ad  particulars,  which  may  lead  to  the  fittvaUim  ti 
some  bums.  ^ 

Casts  oC  extreme  deformities  from  bum^,  cases  of 
the  cure  of  such  deformities^  and  specimens  of  t^e 
aMMuratus  successfully  employed  for  the  prevention  of 
them,  would  be  of  interest  for  exhibition  at  the  Anni* 
versary  Meeting. 

.is  my  intention  to  visit  those  districts  in  Wfhich 
bums  have  occurred  most  extensivdy,  and  I  sl^all 
be  obliged  to  members  who  will  give  me  the  n^es 


X 


and  addresses  of  gentlemen  rAfidin'g^  in  such  places,. 
who  are  likely  to  give  mH  tiiformation. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  yon  will  be  able  ta 
judge  of  the  kind  of  information  which  I  stand  ia 
need  of,  and  likewise  of  the  mode  in  which  I  intend  to 
make  use  of  it.  I  feel  the  responsibility  of  my  posttion» 
and  I  will  endeavour  so  to  acquit  myself  to  those  w^o 
favour  me  with  their  observations,  as  may  prove  that 
I  am  desirous  of  doing  justice  to  aU  paitiesb  aad  more 
particularly  desirous  of  collecting  fads  wMch  may 
lead  to  the  improven^ent  of  the  treatment  of  bonous 
and  scalds. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Geatkrmen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  CROMFTON. 
71,  Grosvenor  Street,  Manchester, 
November  26, 1847. 

^xotttlHng»  of  S^titttn. 

BIRMINGHAM  PATHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY, 

July  Srd,  1847. 

W.  H.  FAaxAiDOB,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.'  Hill  presented  to  the  Society  a  specimen  ol 
soroAilous  uleeration  affeeting  many  parts  of  the 
mnooQS  membrifcne  of  the  intestines,  more  particularly 
the  ascending  colon,  in  which  part  the  ulceration  was 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand;  the  lungs  were  Aill 
of  tubercles,  with  large  vomiem  in  the  right ;  they  wefo 
takea  A-om  a  lady,  aged  21* 

CAB.CI2C0MA  XZXDElfS  ITTEBI. 

Dr.  Fletcher  brought  before  the  Society  a  speoimeii 
of  carcinoma  exedens  uteri,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  body  of  a  patient  who  had  died  after  more 
than  twelfe  months  severe  suffering,  during  which 
time  very  severe  hemorrhages  had  taken  place. 

The  latter  end  of  April,  1846,  Mrs.  P— ,  aged  48; 
consulted  Dr.  Fletcher  fbr  hysteria  and  debility,  aa 
she  had  done  frequently  before,  aad  obtained  lelief  firom 
the  usual  remedies;  and  at  this  time  and  former  ones,, 
all  questions  relative  to  the  state  of  the  nteras  aad 
iu  functions  were  answered  satisfactorily.  The  nsnal 
remedies  weie  pzeaoribed,  and  change  of  air,  if  they 
shoold  piove  ineffnctual.  In  the  aeoond  week  in 
May  tin  patient  called  again,  and  then  admitted 
that  for  some  time  fthe  had  been  salgect  to  discharges 
from  the  nteras,  and  that  after  coition  these  were 
generally  bloody;  she  had  never  been  quite  free  from 
dieebafges  since  her  last  miscarriage  ol  twins,  about 
two  years  and  a  half  slace ;  die  had  married  earljt 
and  been  pregnant  veiy  nmny  times;  she  bad  had 
nine  children,  aad  nine  or  ten.  mieearriages*  An 
euQlilnillott  per  vagtanv  was  prepoeed,  bat  Ois  she 
denned  aattl  she  reiomed  from  the  country,  where 
she  was  going  the  next  day. 

On  the  20th.  of  May  Dr.  Fletcher  was  suddenly 
summoned  to  go  into  the  country  to  his  patienl,  who 
he  found  had  been  in  a  state  of  flooding  for  three  days*. 
She  was  in  a  very  exhansted  state,  mid  herself  aad  aU 


«* 
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pier  ^ieada  thonghl  liie.vM.MiferiQg  from  •  iBMO«r« 
iiaf»,  Aboat  tt»««  honn  b«for«  Dr..  Fistober  arrived^ 
.ft  none  .bftd  Very  jodiciooalj  applied  cold  Tinegar 
cloths,  vhlch  had  very  maoh  arreatad  the  ditcharge» 
"On  ezaminadoo  per  Tagioam  the  neck  of  the  otema  waa 
found  atb^ratad  to  a  considerable  ettont.    The  va^fn^ 

>  war^lbteed  with  aipoiiige.the'aserof  the  tln^gar  dotha 

'  toontttaidi^nd  perfect  .Mat  in  4ha  hofrisontal  ^poahioa 
*^BjlM$A,  «ttd  u^t  traa  diMMed*^to  be  ivreadiaMa  <ha 

. -MKt'vUaiaaan  tat  order  lo  mnflm^tof  baBa«  ia  c^ie 
Omn  aftovld  h»  ma  fatam  of  IwN— yrfnga»  ««id  tha 

,i«rta  of  thta^pfOiesl  e(|taL  to  the  ipnsMf  ot  aU 
nilea.  Tha  next  d»j,  all  being  ready,  the  patient  waa 
placed  np9ik«iiUow8{  aa4Mai4y  in  the  hoiisonUli  poa&tioii 
•a  poiaibla,and  xaflBU)red  to  her  ovn  home,  and  at  onc4 
suited  to  bed,  from  which  aha  never  roae  again,  except 


and  hioonp  reeonring  e? ery  few  hooix ;  atoola  pitchy, 
witbamatt  oaagula  of  blood ;  uilna  aboat  ten  onncaa  ia 
tw^l7*fMir  ha«n,4ark*broBrn  and  tniM,  and  of  acid 
ra-action;  abdomen  tnmid,  with  dnatoaiian  $  nBaaaiea 
of  lower  half  of  the  body  j' tongue  covered  withtrthick 
brown  for;  pnlM  ffe<|aent  and  feeble.  No  material 
enlargement  could  be  felt  in  the  region  of  the  liver^  bat 
firm  preetnre  over  the  nmbiUcat  detected  a  hard 
immoveable  swelling.  Cfeasote  in  cinnamon  witter; 
i6duret  of  meicnry  inunction ;  t>eef.'tea  irijecffons:  tha 
lymptotiia  cohtlnned  utatfbatM  tiU'hirdbafh,  Anr'^tnya 
from  the  above  date.  Blood«glebales  were  'dIseoVBred 
te  the  darl^briwn  depoilt  Of  ^  Mlda  tlWMr*  «)ir  Mm 
the  atomaoh;  a  large  (pnattltf  eftaagnla,  efmoet 
nftnlva adnar,'  aadblnchr panaed off ft^OL ftw btfirals; 
he  waa  eaaieat  when  reating  on  hit  elbewaand  knaes; 


aome  times  when  at  the  bott  to  lie  upon  the  sofa  for  a    nrtna  not  aova  than  three  or  four  ounces  in  twen^- 


ahort  time  in  her  bed-room.  About  six  weeks  after 
the  first  attack  of  hesmorrhage  she  had  a  aisoond,  very 
^^erere,  when  the  vagina  waa  agabi  ptaggad.  After 
this  aha  reeorared  her  fieah  very  maeb,  and  became 
muchatonter;  again  returns  of  baemorrhage  reduced 
her.  Oocaaioaally  aha  had  vary  aevete  pidns  upon 
pressure  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  apply  leeches  and  fomentationa.  All 
through  the  disease  she  #as  very  hysterical;  some- 

•  timea  for  dinra  her  apirita  were  remaadsably  good;  and 

•  sfll,  to  the  fiiaBde,  aeemed  to  be  going  on  well ;  at  other 
'  Itfmea  she  waa  low  and  so  much  troubled  with  byaterioal 

depreaalon  and  nervoua  twKching  ot  the  muaclea  of 
the  Ihce  and  tongue,  that  it  was  supposed  that  a  very 
4bw  days  must  terminate  her  snfiMngs.  She  gradually 
became  more  and  more  exhausted,  ahd  died  on- the 
SOthof  June.  1847. 

FosUmortem  examination,  June  21st.— The  con* 
tenta  of  the  head  and  chest  were  healthy.  In  the 
abdomen,  the  lower  part  of  the  peritoneum,  the  pelvic 
portion,  waa  thickened,  and  bands  appeared  thrown  out^ 
•specially  in  that  part  which  covers  the  anterior  portion 
of  the  ntema  between  it  and  the  bladder.  0  f  the  uterus^ 
about  half  the  upper  portion  of  the  body  was  left,  tha 
inferior  half  having  been  ulcerated  away,  almost  as 
clearly  aa  if  cut  away,  and  the  perforation  of  the  peri^ 
toneum,  ^hich  alone  was  left,  was  only  prevented  by 
the  bands  and  thickening  of  the  membrane  in  this  part* 

acntaBOua  TcnvmcLsa  or  tea  Lirsa,  &e. 

Mr.  Bindley  Qxhibited  a  spacimen  of  scirrhous  of 
the  liver  and  abdominal  glands,  pressing  upon  and 
obstructing^  the  venous  trunks  apd  biliary  ducts.  He 
^  aaw  the  patient  only  a  few  days  before  death,  through 
the  kindoess  of  Mr.  Jukes,  and  stated  that  Mr.  W.,  a 
oonfectioner,  aged  40,  tall  and  well  built,  of  temperate 
^bits,  and  previous  good  health,  was  attacked  about 
ten  weeks  ago,  after  severe  mental  harass,  by  the.  ordi* 
naiy  symptoms  of  jaundice.  The  case  was  obstinate. 
The  stools,  from  being  chalky,  became  dark-coloured, 
and  contained  blood.  Vomiting  and  hiccup  came  on, 
tho  matter  ejected  being  mucus,  without  trace,  of  bile, 
and  the  legs  began  to  swell. 

June  18th,  1847.  Deep-yellow  colour  of  skin  and 
•conjunctiva,  with  dusky  and  anxious  face;  vomiting 


four  hoora.  He  beoame  extsemely  feeble  and  faint, 
the  lipa  eiaangained,  and  delirious  wandering  preceded 
his  death. 

AiU^fty  seventeen  houra  after  death.  Considerable 
emaciation.  Head  not  examined,  ^^f:— Lunga 
collapsed  but  little,  adherent  on  both  sides,  but  moat  ao 
on  the  teft ;  the  hirger  bronchkl  tubea  of  both  were 
fined  with  a  thick  brownish-red  fioid,  and  there  wna 
redness  "of  the  inucous  *  membrane ';  the  peticafdinat 
contained  a  little  clear  serum.  ^Momen.— Otapfaiagna 
adhasaut  ta  the  whole  convex  amrfaoaof  tha  liver,  eidlar 
closely  ;attd  firmly,  or  by  fine  oetlular  baada;  six 
qaarta  of  thin  serous  fluid,  tinged  with  bile,  were 
removed  from  the  abdominal  cavity ;  the  great  omentum 
enclosed  a  small  (quantity  of  fat;  within  its  lamina  were 
five  or  aix  maases  of  schirroos  matter,  one  by  which 
it  adhered  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  another  the 
atee  ef  a  pigeon'a  e|^,  oloaa  by  the  traAaeene  edion ; 
aroand  them  fat  waa  aocomalated,  and  theveasela  anfa 
alsocobgeated  ia  a  small  red  patch.  In  the  ■ssimlHty 
was  a  chain  of  these  morbid  d^toaita  dose  |o  the.  bow^ 
along  its  whole  track,  throe  or  four  inchea  apart;  th/^j 
were  more  numerous  in  the  ileum  than  in  the  jcjunuip, 
and  each  was  surrounded  by  fat,  with  its  patch  ot  con- 
geated  blood-vessels.  Some  of  them  projected  into  tfce 
intestine,  had  ulcerated,  and  opened  into  it  with  destruc- 
tion of  the  mnoous  lining.  The  contents'of  the  Iff  teact&a 
were  mfixed  wldk  bkod,  but  on'washing  tritfa  a  stUMhn  bC 
water,  die  inner  eoais,  except  at  the  potats  Hidieated, 
appeared  healthy;  in  tiM  appeadleea  epiplofcti  of  Aa 
sigmoid  fiaxure  of  the  colon  were  alao  eaen  alakilat 
daposits.  The  liver  waa  normal  ia  aiae  and  taxtafOr  af  a 
dark  brpwn  colour  not  congested;  on  itswholaattrCa^ 
ai^d  throughout  ita]^arenchyma,  weie  scattexad  nnmeroua 
whitish  hard  deppsiu,  varying  in  size  from  a  pin'a 
head  to  a  horse  bean,  of  a  round  or  oval  figure ;  they 
were  also  seen  in  the  spleen  and  tubular  structure  of 
the  kidneys.  But  the  most  remarkable  changes  were 
found  in  the  lymphatio  glands  about  thtf  aorta  and  tttw 
cava,  the  ttanaverse  masooolon  and  lesser  ometttHte. 
They  were  greatly  enlarged,  lome  the  aiie  ef  a  pl||ftoa*a 
egg,  hard,  and  whan  cut  inio  had  the  ofdinarywUjilk 
firmtaxtaraofscifrhna;  they  fonnad  a  larga  aggregate 
mass,  sa^tomiding  and  compresaiag  the  l4MPg4  aeaaa^, 
th^  dno^anaBii  biliary-  and  paaoreatio  ductsy  and  po|ti^ 
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Ttm,  and  pro4ii6iDf  .stmng  jUh9mtnM.ol  ftH  tb«  ad« 
jaoent  viftBara*    Tkm  vena  oaTa  Mai^'  so  wnlniwl  sbA 
piM|e4  OB  an  sidtsattto iie  Jitarly. «wlad«A}  itt ooata 
Wfpa  Ibiokeatd,  aiid  al  •ne  part  iik«rirtad.    TheiiurMia. 
daat  was  disMndady  aad  oonpleld^  obalniAid;  t^; 
iMpatie  dact  coiild.  W  inAaUdi  and  admUia4>a  tmib9v 
fltonr  the  dnodamim.    ThftfalUiladdar  waa  di«taiidad» 
and.  ocoapiad  «  deep  .foaaa^ia  IbeliTeK;  il  (Boitfited 
Htff  ouncea  of  tMok  ^tifj  znii^iM,  nearly  eolni^leu^ 
loMa%  ▼arjUke.Buitilaea^  and  ^  Mliar)r  dn^ta 
ttroBgboAt  iba  4ivaivW«M  also  diateaM  with  a  aiq^ar 
Hold^'eBlaa'gad  many  ttmes  Ji>eyoBd  their  otdiaar^  fimii 
•ad  with  thateoeata  thiWlraned ;-  there  vaftno  traac^of  the 
coloaring  matter  •/  the  bUa ;  the^^aU-bladdar  eonlaiited 
two  large  calenli,  veSghing  aaeh  iA^gndiiSy  and  aboat 
thii^  unaUar  oiie%  ntott  of  them  «rhita  and. smooth 
extacnally,  and  havng  the  aoapy  feel  of  eholestaiiii^jt 
weighing  altogether  foar  drachma  and  a  half;  tfae^eoats 
were  tbiekened,  and  here  and  .  there  ■  an  uloeralive 
process  appeared  to  be  commencingi    The  atomdch 
was  of  nonnal  size;  at  its  splenic  end  was  &  large  red 
paieb,  and  some  of  the  rage  at  iu  lower  border  were 
blaekeBed ;  it  contained  a  thick  duid,  tinged  with  blood; 
the  pylorus  was  constricted,  so  as  to  admit  onlj  the 
end  of  the  little  finger.    The  dnodennm  placed  in. 
the  middle  of  the  diseased  glai^ds  wm  smallf  but  its 
coats  were  healthy ;  pancreM  large  and  indurated* 

'Wkxrtimki  TUBntcuLAm  ABACBuma;  paraiste. 

Mr.  Bindley  also  exhibited  a  portion  of  "waxy** 
liTcr,  removed  from  the  body  of  a  patient  who  died  of 
tubercular  arachnitis,  with  tubercular  disease  also  of 
tlie  loogSy  bronchial,  and  ab4ominal  glands.  He  saw 
her  only  the  day  before  her  death,  wben  she  was 
comatose. 

Mary  Aon  Fowler,  tall  and  delicate,  aged  16  years, 
bad  good  health  till  two  years  ago,  when  she  menstru- 
ated for  the  first  time,  and  never  after.  Subsequently 
to  this  period  her  health  declined,  she  became  dull  and 
spiritless,  and  complained  bf  giddiness  and  pain  In  the 
head ;  the  head  was  hot,  and  the  hair  fell  off.  Her 
aijght  became  impaired,  so  that  she  could  not  read,  and 
the  conjunctivas  were  injected.  She  grew  fretful  and 
peevish,  slept  ill,  and  was  occasionally  delirious.  Sis 
months  ago  phthisical  symptoms  supervened,  when 
those  of  the  head  abated  in  severity.  She  had  dyspncea^ 
cough,  copious  expectoration,  hectic  fever,  night 
fweats  and  diarrhaea,  and  was  frequently  troubled  with 
heaving  and  vomiting,  usually  in  a  morning,  l^ive  or 
8i2r  days  1>efore  death  the  cerebral  symptoms  returned 
with  deafneis,  delirium,  convulsions,  and  lastly,  (fomk. 
AUinp^y  twenty-eight  hours  aftei^death.  Considerable 
emaciation.  J?M<f.— But  Uttle  venous  congestion; 
under  the  arachnoid  on  the  surface  of  (he  bV&tn 
generally,  hut  mostly  over  the  right  hemisphere,  was  a 
thin  layef  of  serum,  and  a  good  deal  of  serum  drained 
from  the  spinal  canal;  a  deposit  of  small,  rounded,' 
gl^Tish-yellow  tubercles  was  found  on  the  arachnoid, 
set  dose  togeth^^,  oter  the  middle  lobe  of  (he  right 
hAnisphere,  opposite  the  larger  widg  of  the  sphenoid 
bdhe,aod  iriohitedgranulesof  the  same  kind  were  scat- 
tarM  aronnd.  At  this  p6lnt  the  memVrane  Was  opaque, 
uA  theietnm  turbid;  thegreyt^atterofth^ctnitDlutibn^ 
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aofttued  Mtd^Unipshr  mK^  Qnmfr|:<pus,ra^|PoiDD^ 
and  0|potf,  .and  the.  BSp^hid  ctivnge  had  adf^n^  49  f^t^ 
whitemattar.  SiBulwii9P«Wffice|«Nr«4>^«f;f^9iU)M 
thAlefit#id««  eief/({-^Vo#BJi^tMinailt amidol piptj;j;(^ 
in  tha  apiMS  ,of  botl^lnngv  «uil  tah^rclaf^in  Tfrioafi, 
stages  ^pToq^nn  J(hi;9ngjbottt ;  the  brQdDchial  g^n^nt 
the  BMHof  the  biQ0|.fr»««pJai:s^,aBdfuU  Pfin^fcnUr 
BMtteri    4^d0m€ii^*— Jirer.^rea%  ekUarii^  reaching. 
Qp«aEda,hp;9t4/con»eacity.i|t  high,aS:th«.this^nh»of  », 
Tta^Mi.  dcab  oohnc.  k^A  mEsanffnine*  thiniranftii-  aI  finn 
tazfnrc^  aspfciaUy' at  m.inferiar  nuu;gtiv>5rhiiphL  waf 
hard,  r9U]]id^andikCa.hli;iejeo)9)ir;  it  ^&1iq^^g^|^^^f 
;sca(p£l,  or  feel  fat^r-to.  the.  Jng^»  t^f^  pn  eaqiQiiiuii^ 
the  .cells  under,  the  micRMiqqpe^  tbeglqljiiul^.Df  faf 
wens  Jiesa  aauiliand.of  nonnal  §uiuUi.tx- .  ^«  S^t 
-bladder  lKas.smaU,^aud  coQl;ainisd,t«Q  fluid  dradm^^of 
diu^k,  olive-colaucQd.bilfo  as  thick  alm<^..as  treacle^ 
■and  eight  or  nine  small  irregnlarly-shape4  stones^. its, 
inner  membrane  was  healthy;  the  bile  in  the  hepatic 
ducts  was  thin,  and  of  a  pale-green  colour.    Oliason's 
capsule  and  the  peritoneum  covering  the  concavity  of 
the  liver  were  thickened,  firm,  and  opaque;  behind 
was  the  commencement  of  a  chain  of  enlarged  glands, 
springing  from  the  head  of  the  pancreas,  pushing  for- 
wards the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach,  and  pressing  on 
the  gall-bladder;  they  were  of  various  sixes,  some  as 
large  as  an  egg,  and  extended  downwards  in  front  of 
the  great  vessels,  filled  with  tubercular  matter,  wUch 
here  and  there  had  become  softened  or  purilbrm. 
The  pancreas  itself  was  hesltby,  as  also  w«re  the 
stomach,  spleen,  and    kidneys.       The  mesentsrib 
glands  were  enlaiged.    T^  fleum  presented  several 
patches  of  suh-peritoneal  tubercular  deposit,  with  cor* 
reipottding  ulcers  of  the  mucous  membrane  internally* 
pladder  and  uterus  healthy.    There  was  but  Uttle 
deposit  of  fat  either  under  the  skin,  upon  the  hisarl;, 
or  in  the  abdomen. 

Mr,  Bindley  also  exhibited  a  uretbrs,  showing  stric- 
tui^  false  passage^  and  fistulous  openings,  removed 
from  Au  old  man,  who  died. of  hypertrophy  an4. 
ulceration  of  the  bhidder,  with  disesfe  of  the  kidneys. 


SHBFFIELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Seventh  Session.— Second  Meeting,  October  20th,  18i7. 
The  Presidenx  in  the  Chair. 


Br.  Brausen  exhibited  eleven  drawings,  principaUy 
taken  from-  the  lunge  of  grindem,  ot  wtihdt  they  wsera 
most  ftdthAsl  fepreaentatlons,  done  in  the  manner 
recommended  by  I>r.  Pluton,  of  Bugby,  in  the  last 
Tolnme  of  the  *<  Transaetions  of  dhe  Associatioii.'* 

«PITHCUUK  PA8S10  PEE  IMtTU. 

Br.  l^ransoh  also  exiiibited  under  the  miorosoope 
patches  of  epithelium,  &e  largest  of  the  size  of  a  shil- 
ling, which  had  been  passed  per  anum  fai  considerable 
quantities.  TL»  patient  is  33  years  of  age,  and  has  beeh 
a  sufferer, more  or  less,  during  the  last  eleven  years.  For 
the  laat  three  years  she  haa  felt,\fter  each  ahrine  evacua- 
tion, '<  as  though  the  inside  were  skiuned,**  and  durin^f 
the  last  year  and  a  half  pieces  of  membrane  have  been 
paiaed  with  each  evacuation,  suifteient  in  qnantitt  to^ 
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coT«r  the  snxhM  of  iiz  or  eight  ischet.  The  chief 
•eat  of  the  pain  is  a  little  abore,  and  to  the  left  of,  the 
mhilioas,  and  at  this  point  a  solid  mass  can  be  felfc 
iMueath  the  parietes,  giving  rise  to  dniness  on  per* 
fusion.  The  pain  is  nearly  constant,  but  greatly 
cggravated  by  purgative  medicines.  The  feces  are 
generally  scjbalons,  and  occasionally  mixed  vith 
blood ;  wlien  scybalons,  the  membrane  is  nsaally  not 
to  be  obierred  nntil  the  fiscal  masses  have  been  broken 
vp.  The  bowels  seldom  act  witbont  artificial  means, 
enemata  caoiing  rather  less  pain  than  pnrgatives  talien 
liy  the  month.  Diarrhoea  Is  oecatUmaUy  present ;  the 
passing  of  the  faces  is,  however,  not  less  painful  than 
when  the  bowele  are  constipated.  The  membrane  is 
liow  lighter  coloured  than  when  first  obserred;  the 
pieeee  were  fbrmerly  quite  black,  and  '^  just  t))e  colour 
€f  a  damson's  skin;"  now  they  very  much  resemble 
busks  of  oats. 

IVDUCTION  OF  PEBMATUKS  UBOC&. 

Mr.  Torton  read  a  paper  on  the  induction  of  pre- 
matuxe  labonr.    He  stated  that  the  induction  of  pre- 
mature labour  had  for  a  long  time  been  practised  in 
this  country,  and  might  be  regarded  ae  justifiable  in 
two  classes  of  cases.     First,  in  that  cIms  in  which 
daliTaiy  has  baen  repeatedly  eiSN)ted  by  the  use  of  the 
lever  or  fbroeps,  the  children  being  atill-bom;   or, 
•aeondly,  where  the  perforator  has  become  necessary 
from  some  insnimoiutable  obstacle  to  the  delivery  of 
the  cMld,  especially  from  that  dafonni^  of  the  pelvis 
pMch  proceeds  to  actual  distortion.    Li  the  first  the 
Mde  intention  may  he  to  induce  labour  at  the  mpst 
Utting  time  which  is  compatible  with  the  viabili^  of 
the  child^— namely,  the  seventh  or  eighth  montht 
(although  living  chlldran  bora  at  an  earlier  period  are 
vetoxded,)  which  U  generaUy  the  most  like^  tine. 
It  unfortunately  happens  occasionally  that  the  diiBeulty 
is  insurmountable  at  even  an  earlier  period,  in  which 
ease  a  snzgeon  is  not  justified  in  delaying  even  to  the 
aixth  month,  as  by  such  delay  the  danger  may  be  much 
Aggravated.     Difibrent  plans  have  been  proposed,— 
Iter  instancei  the  rupture  of  the  membranes,  or  the 
fopanation  of  a  portion  of  the  membranes  from  the 
cervix  uteri.    Where  the  deformity  is  not  very  great, 
tUs  plan  haa  decided  advantages;  but  where  the  die- 
tortion  is  extreme,  it  will  not  at  all  times  be  possible. 
In  the  first  case  a  Uunt  instrument,  at  a  metallic 
bougicy  may  be  used,  either  to  rupture  the  membranes^ 
or  to  separate.    It  is  noieasenttal  to  have  an  immediate 
diaeharge  of  Ifanliqaor  amaiitneitheria  it  to  be  positively 
ooMidered  that  raptase  has  not  been  effected  beoanee 
the  discharge  does  not  .immediately  ensa«.  .  It  is 
a  matter  of  seme  ii^^oftanoe  to  keep  the  patient 
at  rest  until  therearo  indio%tie«a.of  uterine  coatraetion, 
tn  order  that  the  system  mtty  bapi)epared  for  the  pio- 
•«ess  of  parturition.    Mr.  Turton's  opinion  is  that  U 
is  always  best  to  allow  the  prooees  of  uterine  oontraction 
to  .commence  leisurely,  without  resortix^  to  the  secalci 
which,  possessing  an  expulsory  power,   and  not  a 
dilating  one,  should  unly  bt  used  aa  a  powerinl  auxiliary 
when  the  cervix  uteri  is  developed. 

The  first  case  was  one  in  which  premature  labour 
w^  induced^  in  order  to  save  the  life  of.  the  ciiild. 


The  patient  had  been  delivend  two  years  l>efofe  witb 
very  great  diflloulty  and  ha2aid,—eo  much  so,  that  Mr* 
Turton  recommended  moat  strongly  that  if  she  agaia 
became  pregnant,  she  should  inform  him  early  enougli 
to  produce  premature  labour  at  or  about  the  seventh 
month,  hoping  by  that  means  to  save  the  child.  At 
that  period  he  dilated  the  cervix  and  os  uteri,  and  with 
a  blunt  instrument  punctured  the  membranes;  and 
when  annred  that  the  progress  of  ntero-geatation  was 
arrested,  and  some  degree  of  expulsory  effort  wan 
established,  he  administered  the  seoale  in  the  form  of 
diluted  essence^  increasing  the  dose  as  the  effect 
increased,  so  as  ultimately  to  produce  sufficient  ex« 
pulsory  effort.  The  whole  procees  occupied  about  a 
week.  In  this  case  he  was  guided  by  the  conviction, 
that  if  the  ergot  was  able  to  generate  true  uterine 
contraction,  of  which  he  entertains  some dnubt,  it  would 
not  be  the  safest  course  to  excite  expulsory  eflforta  t» 
its  more  direct  effect,  before  the  cervix  and  os  uteri  were 
so  developed  as  to  admit  ef  safe  and  easy  expulsioB. 
This  was  at  length  effsoted ;  the  child  lived  about  two 
days.  The  death  he  was  inclined  to  think  might  not 
have  occurred  if  the  membranes  had  not  beenm/iliifvd^ 
but  merely  separated  in  the  first  part  of  the  process  to 
arrest  utaro-gestation. 

The  subject  of  the  second  case,  Mrs.  T' ■      ,  aged  39, 

had  borne  five  ohildren  in  four  labours ;   the  children 

were  aU  full  grown,  butt  excepting  the  last  one,  did  not 

live  long  aJbar  birth.     The  surviving  one  was  a  very 

small  one.    The  labour  was  very  difficult  and  tedious, 

fro^  the  existence  of  deformity.    The  medical  man 

who  attended  her  declined  to  attend  her  if  ever  she 

waa  in  labour  again,  and  about  the  fi/th  month  of 

pregnancy  she  applied  to  Mr.  Turton.     There  was  at 

that  period  vaiy  great  dUfiimlty  in  making  an  exami- 

nation,  from  the  cloae  approximation  of  the  rami  of 

the  pubis  to  those  of  the  ischium,  and  also  from  the 

approximation  of  the  pubes  to  the  promontory  of  the 

sacrum,  the  space  being  at  the  superior  entrance  not 

more  than  one  inch  and  a  half.    The  aperture  waa 

very  small  on  the  left  side,  rather  larger  on  the  righ^ 

but  by  no  means  affording  space  for  the  exit  of  a  child, 

even  at  the  seventh  month.     There  was  also  great 

spinal  deformity.    The  difficulty  had  incieased  with 

every  labour.    The  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  case 

wyra  fully  stated  to  the  patient  and  her  friends,  and  aba 

was  informed  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  producing 

premature  labour  at  the  earliest  period  possible.    On 

the  I3lh  of  September,  being  in  the  fifth  month,  Mr. 

Turton  endeavoured  to  reach  the  os  uteri  with  tha 

fore  finger  of  the  right  hand,  supposing  from  tha 

pendulous  abdomen,  that  it  would  be  found  towards 

the  promontory  of  the  sacrum;  this  was  not  the  casot 

and  by  using  the  left  finger  he  found  it  over  the 

symphisis  pubis.    He  tried  to  dilate  the  os  uteri,  ia 

order  to  separate  the  membranes  from  the  cervix,  but 

could"  not  effect  it«  as  the  arch  of  the  pubis  was  too 

much  contracted  to  allow  of  the  introduction  into  tha 

vagina  of  any  part  of  the  hand.    He  then  introduced 

a  metallic  sound,  in  order  to  rupture  the  membranes^ 

as  far  as  he  could  venture  to  do.    No  water  escaped ; 

it  did  so  in  the  former  case.    On  the  13th  she  had 
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pused  A  %opd  night;  a  4ofte  o(  castor  oil  had  evaciited 
the  bowels;  micturition  free;   no  pain  in  the  nteros, 
but  some  in  the  back;   in  good  spirits.    She  went  on 
in  this  way  nntil  the  16th»  when  she  complidned  of 
pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  as  if  nterine  contraction 
were  commencing,  and  there  was  a  slight  wate^  dis- 
charge.   In  order  to  aid  this  effort,  the  ergot  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  thrice  a  daj.    16th.  Utero-gesta- 
tion  decidedly  arrested ;  nterine  efforu  well  marked ; 
discharge  mnch  more  abnndant,^and  rather  foDtid.    To 
continue  the  ergot  ererj  six  hoars.     19th.  No  oppor- 
tunity of  examining,  but  the  labour  evidently  pro- 
gressing.   Ergot  to  be  taken  every  four  hours.    20tfa. 
6  p.m.   Pains  increased,  and  much  more  propulsive ; 
bowels^  open ;   micturition    /^ee ;    no    unfarourable 
•ymptom.    About  9  p.m.  Mr.  Tnrton  was  summoned 
in  haste,  found  the  patient  in  bed,  and  was  told  some* 
thing  had  passed.    On  examining  he  found  the  fcetus 
enveloped  in  the  membranes  in  the  bed :  they  contained 
also  a  portion  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and  were  not  fully 
ruptured.     The  placenta  soon  followed.     No  h8Bm<K 
nhage,  neither-aAer  pain,  of  any  moment.    The  uterus 
readily  contracted.    The  foetus  was  a  healthy,  well. 
formed  one,  about  the  fifth  month.    As  there  was  strong 
reason  to  believe  that  the  membranes  were  not  punc- 
tured  at  any  depending  part,  but  that  the  deeidna  was 
partially   detached   from   the   cervix   uteri,  therri»y 
arresting  utero.gestation,  the  unbrokdn  bag  of  waters 
would  facilitate  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  and  MV. 
Turton  considered  tUs'  was  a  reason  fo  endeavour  fti' 
such  cases  to  merely  separate  the  membnnes,  and  not 
to  rupture.    The  patient  has  progressed  favourably; 
Bhe  has  not  since  menstruated,  and  does  not  recover 
Tory  rapidly  her  powers  of  locomotion.  '    "^ 

Mr.  Turton  deduced  from  these  cases— 1.  The  saftffy 
and  value  of  the  induction  of  premature  labour.  S. 
That  the  means  used  are  both  safe,  and,  in  general, 
«asy.  3.  That  the  ergot  is  a  raluable  auxiliary,  and 
that  the  best  time  for  its  administration  is  when  we  are 
satisfied  that  utero-gestation  is  arrested,  as  indicated  by 
the  pains  and  the  muco-sanguineous  discharge. 

iFot^ign  Mtpattmtnt, 


ABSTRACT  OF  A  MEMOIR  ON  INFANTAS 

SYPHILIS.  ^    ' 

By  M.  T&oussBAU. 

Too  much  importance  can  scarcely  be  attached  to 
the  seat  of  syphilitic  eruptions,  for  often  a  symptom  in 
itself  o(  no  value  becomes  highly  significative  from  the 
fact  of  locality  only ;  thus  patches  of  scaly  eruption 
on  the  f|ce  or  trunk  would  not  justify  a  conclusion  that' 
the  disease  is  syphilitiOy  but  the  same  occurring  on  the 
palms  of  the  hands,  does  not  admit  of  doubt.  Two 
periods  inay  be  distinguished  in  the  alterations  which 
occur  on  the  extremities;  at  first  the  skin  which 
i^ers  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet  Is 
wrinkled^  it  becomes  notably  thickesedy  and  looks 


exa6tly  like  the  skin  of  washerwomen  who  use  strong 
solutions  of  potash;  at  the  same  time  these  p«rti 
iDfiame,and  become  more  or  less  red,  or  yellowish,  an4 
fissures  are  observed  at  the  natural  bends  of  the  member. 
Having  arrived  et  this  point,  the  disease  may  zemala 
stationaxy  for  a  short  period,  when  the  epidermis 
begins  to  scale  off  without  being  reproduced,  and  the 
diseased  surfaces  assume  a  novel  and  peculiar  aspect* 

The  swelling  has  now  disappeared,  and  the  hardened 
epidermis  is  replaced  by  a  new  skin,  of  so  slender  m 
texture  that  the  colour  of  the  derma  beneath  ie 
distinctly  visible.  Whether  they  had  previously  been 
red  or  pale,  the  feet  and  hands  now  invariably  become 
of  a  livid  or  coppery  hue,  especially  at  the  pulpy  part 
of  the  fingers  and  toes,  and  around  the  nails;  the  nail 
itself  is  softened,  and  surrounded  with  small  ulcers* 

What  remains  to  be  said  of  other  forms  of  ayphiUdee 
in  infants,  will  not  long  detain  the  reader.  New-bom 
infants  are  subject  to  all  the  forms  of  secondary  disease 
which  attack  the  adult;  the  eruptlonii  are  similar,  and 
it  is  tharefinre  unneoesaary  to  enter  into  -details  which 
may  1m  found  in  other  writingai  We  shall  merely 
point  ontithe  differeooes  between  eyp^a  as  it  appeara 
at  the  two  ages.  < 

SypfalNHD  roseola  ia  the  meet  .l^equeat  of  the  eyphi- 
liHe  eruptione  of  the  new*bom  iniiant*  It-oommeooea 
by  dtsseminated  points,  but  soon  becomee  confineni( 
though  an  early  symptom,  It  seldom  preeedee  the 
eorysa.  It  appeare  with  great  rapidity  f  we  have  aeen 
it  cover  tha  entire  body  in  the  spaee  of  a  night ;  it  aleo^ 
nnder  proper  treatment,  disi^pears  with  almost  equal 
promptitude.  In  some' iastaaces  it  diaappean,  and 
again  re-appears,  with  rapidity ;  we  have  notioed  two 
or  three  such  ocoursmMes  in  the  same  suldeot.  Syphilitic 
foseolais  not  a  eevere  symptom  in  itself,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  it  is  often  the-  preouraor  of.  more 
serious  lesions.  The  papulm-  may,  for  instaiioe»  ba 
transformed  into  pustules,  and  these  again  into  ulcere^ 

Pustular  typhiffde,'  psoriasis,' and  maoous  tubercles^ 
are  of  less  frequent  ooonrrence  than  ihe  above* 
mentioned  exauthem.  When  the  secondary  emptions 
of  new-bom  cfaUdt^  commence  in  the  pustular  'form, 
they  are  soon  oovered  with  thick  brown  oraats^->tha 
eotoar  of  which  is  appuresil^aitribntaUe  to  the  admix* 
tore  of  blo6d.  The  pnstulee  are  of  variable  form, .'  and 
sometimes  affect  a  efeeuior  amtdgementy  but  not.  with 
sbfBcient  eonetancy  to  afford  a  means'  of  dlagnoelng 
the  specific  malady.  * 

In  okder  to  totertafai  a  *  JUii  appmeiitlon.  of  tha 

sym^tomatie  valiie'of  Hieee  leeletts;  it  la  aeoeeeary  to 

tifke  their  sitteHoB  hito  aooount.  •  >  It  ds  in  fact  in 

^ihis  circumstance,  and -tk«»  regular  atngeawhieh  the j 

go  through,  tMifeypfallMioeniptfoiie  differ  frem  otbera. 

If  diffidumea'  aomeCimea  arise'  in  deteimtning  tha 
speoifio  origin  of  vesienlar  and  pnetnlar  eroptiona  off 
the  skhi,  it  is  not  sd  with  the  <<  flat  tubercle."  This  ia 
an  especial  sign  of  secondary  ayphille,  asid  puts  oti 
precisely  the  same  appearance  in  the  child  at  in  tho 
adult.  Their  ordinary  seat  la  ainnad  the  maigin  of 
the  anns ;  but  tliey  may  aleo  appear  on  any  portioB 
of  the  bodyi  espedally  in  parte  where  a  dupUealion  of 
the  ikio  fii  vourt  the  aocunnlatioii  of  liritAtisf  lecretUnii* 
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Ttue  ItMtL  iti^jbm  in  tlid  female,  «ttd  tfa«  scrolaa  InHw 
inde  fnfaiiVmre  MUn  ttfeciea  bytheni;  moieTttraLy 
%hey  a|yi$ear  on  Ibe  Itdde  tf  tie  dhedc* 

T&e  aniboiit  Uiberele'Dloemtet  withlMHi^;  trbenit 
fi  iSbiuX  to  yi^M  Co  treatm«tit^  the  bate  beceaiet  leee 
M'Td^'aadtlieiileer  is  o6vered  yAlth  prominent  ffnumia- 
^6nt.  Hie  tnlMzele  either  develops  itielf 'op<Jfei  eoaad 
<ikin,  or  it  •ncceeds  to  apiitcih  of  erythen»  or  peoriaiit; 
its  dze  is  Tsriable,  hnt  seldom  exceeds  that  of  a 
ftijcpence. 

The  last  Secondary-  symptom  «hfeb  we  have  to 
notice,  is  that  of  nieeratlon  of  the  skin.  These  nloers, 
wlii^ther  they  follow  the  preceding  erDptkms  or  are 
caused  by  accidental  injory  of  the  skin,  -ezliibit  two 
different  aspects,  accordingly  as  they  are  snpeiicial 
erosions,  or  deep-seated  genuine  nlcerations.  Their 
seat  is  triable,  as  in  the  adnh,  bat  they  are  most 
Ikeqnently  seen  in  the  nelghbonrhobd  of  the  genitals 
And  hutioclrs,  and  it  is  there  fliat  the  skin  is  fre- 
^nently  irritated  by  the  nrine,  fco.  This  inltation, 
which  in  a  hesMhy  InAtnt  would  readily  s«bside,  in 
ilie  syphHitie  dhild  proceeds  to  very  intractable  uleera> 
tion.  The  form  And  aspect  of  these  ulcere  are  the 
aitme  as  in  the  adult.  Such  are  the  sgwploms  by 
wfaldi  the  sypkiUtio  vias  diei^a  itself,  in  the  new- 
hem  infant  Some  of  theae'ese  invariably  seen ;  others 
may  be  occaaioDally  absent ;  oUiets  again  e«e  observed 
In  the  mi^od^  of  oaeea»  though  not  coistajitty.  The 
disease  never,  however^  coafines  its  aanifeetation  to 
^me  individual  eynplom,  but  has  three  or  more  formst 
which  succeed  eaeh  other  with  ajcertainiegulaiitj.  The 
nost  common  order  is  that  in  which  we  have  desetibed 
them. 

At  the  tame  time  that  the  local  symptoms  gain  ground, 
the  oadhesla  becomes  more  and  more  marked.  The 
inlsnt  which  came  into  the  world  to  all  appearance 
liealihy«  hecoaaea  pale  And  sallow ;  the  eye-lids  are 
tumid,  and  the  eye^lariies  drop  out  If  any  wound  \<t 
inflicted  by  accident,  it  is  slow  to  heal,  and  puts  on  a 
bad  aspect.  This  cachectic  cooditioQ  we  regard  as 
the  veiitable  expression  of  the  syphilitic  infection,  and 
in  no  wise  depending  upon  anti-hygienio  conditlone, 
or  maUissimilation  of  food  alone.  ^  The  decree  of 
wasting  does  not  appear  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
local  affecticii,  as  we  have  seen  the  most  extensive 
and  foul.looking  nleeeettioD  coiaddeat  with  a  trifling 
amount  of  failure  of  the  general  powers,  and  via  vena. 

The  syphilitic  infant  generally  dies  by  gradual 
wasting,  tenteated  by  an  exbaasttaig  diaicfaQsa;  but 
in  some  easea  the  death  is  more  suddeuy  the  ohil^ 
mnkin^  ias  a  da^  or  jlwo  wilhoai  affording  -  any  signs  by 
which  saoh  a  lermiaasieBicaa  ba  foreseen.  AHer  death 
it  is  not  alwAya  possibla  to  accenat  tor  the  ev«at,  hat 
in  most  oaaea  It  Is  to  he  exptained,  by  the  eflusieas 
irhioh  m  discoTeied  in  the  perioardiom  or  pleura. 


<ftfi»tal  IflMtOiyect* 
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FRAOTICAL  MEDICINE, 
macvar  in  tbs.  i^n  staqb  of  acutb 

BYDAOCEPBALUS. 

The  opinions  of  the  anthor,  M.  Golfin,  are  based 
upon  AS  extended  experience,  but  of  his  many  cases 
in  which  the  above  medicaUon  was  found  of  advantage, 
he  only  relates  three. 

In  the  first  example  the  disease  had  reached  the 
alage  of  efTuflion  in  spite  of  a  well.regalated  and 
jndiciotts  treatment.  The  pulse  was  slow  and  feeble  ; 
there  was  profound  toipor;  swallowing  had  become 
Impossible;  the  eyelids  were  half  opened,  and  the 
pupils  dilated  9  the  respiration  was  slow  and  irregular. 
Under  these  hopeless  circumstances,  M.  Golfin  rubbed 
ia  a  drachm  of  mercurial  ointment  every  four  houra. 
On  the  next  day  some  improvement  had  taken  place, 
and  on  the  fifth  day  the  child  was  out  of  danger* 
la  the  second  ease  the  disease  had  reached  the  eighth 
day.  The  symptoms  were,r-dilatation  of  the  pupils, 
coma,  with  convulsions  of  the  featuisSi  Bleeding  and 
blistering,  &C.,  had  been  adopted  in  the  first  iastaace» 
with  some  benefit;  but  effusion  had  nevertheless  taken 
place,end  woe  on  the  increase,  when  mercurial  iaunctiom 
WAA  resorted  to  as  in  the  Amner  instance.  At  the  end 
of  six  and  thirty  hours,  considerable  benefit  waa 
observed,  and  the  case  became  zapldly  coavaleaceiiL 
The  third  case  was  in  every  respect  similar. 

•[As  we  have  no  iaformatian  of  the  early,  ^raptemA 
in  the  above  cases,  it  is  not  easy  to  determine  to  what 
fi^na  of  cerebral  affection  the  effhstoa  was  to  be 
attrihoted.  Sad  they  been  instances  of  tabercnlac 
meningitis,  the  ordinary  form  of  diecAse  to  whi<;h  the 
term  acute  hydrocephalus  is  applied,  it  is  to  be  doubted 
whether  the  benefit  described  would  have  ens!De4*}-* 
QazHU  MedieaUf  September  11, 1847. 

TASATMENT    of    EPItEPST. 

Dr.  Marshall  Hall  says  that  the  idea  of  a  remedy  for 
this  disease,  is  for  the  most  part  a  supentition  not  mors 
deplorable  than  the  dependifnce  upon  an  amulet.  The 
first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  ascertain  the  caoses  of  the 
disease,  and  to  avoid  them ;  if  the  cause  of  the  epileptio 
convulsions  be  gastric  or  enleritic  irritation,  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  to  be  promptly  relieved.  In  that  form 
of  epilepsy  which  arises  tfoox  titerine  irritation,  every 
px^Acmillote  should  be  adopted  which  Can  aUAy  it,  audi 
as  wfrm  fomentatioins  to  the  uterine  region,  warnt 
vaginal  infections;  &o.  The  next  point  which  demanda 
attention  is  the  state  of  sphagiasmas.  The  htod 
should  be  raised,  the  neck  exposed,' and  forced  inspirA- 
tions  excited  by  dashing  cold  water  on  (he  face.  The 
rest  of  the  treatment  at  this  period  of  the  seiiUre  c6n« 
sists  in  A'ee  exposore  to'  the  open  air,  applying  Cold 
to  the  h^ad,  and  if  there  be  colivuftions,  guardin'^  iha 
patieijit  from  ii^nry. 

Much  depends  upon  the  regulAtion  of  the  steep  fh 
epileptics.  Every  precaution  shoulct  be  fSken  ia! 
prevent  the  sleep  froui  being  too  deep;  or  saddek^y 
Asivbed,   thepaiieiitffhotild^retit^  eatl^i'Akidltttfl 


G£l!2EfiAl;  BOBXBDSFECT. 


69T 


eome  one  quietly,  bat  constantly,  mofing  abont  the  f  npeateSl  doses  ot  morphia  proring  atter]^  powerless 


joODB.  Snch  early  sleep,  qnietlj  interrupted,  is  not  so 
deep  as  tbat  which  takes  place  in  the  stiller  and  darker 
periods  of  the  night  The  object  is  to  ward  off  an 
aturiLMid  to  brayc  Hie  hftUi  ftf  p«iodi0i^«. 

AU  meqtajlexcilQaia^matt.beaToidedff  with^haatad 
rooms,  and  late  hours.  The  diet  most  be  simple  and 
BOtkltlaiis,  wtchoat  tttmnlat;  the  bowels  mmt  be 
carefbUy  watched  and  yegvlated,  and  the  sHoiMst  be 
ezdt^d  by  tepid  Of  eold  sponging,  followed  by  Motion 
wilb  a  course  to#el. 

''All  these  thing*  must  be  done  carefuUy  and  per* 
■evertogjy  by  those  who  would  do  everything  to  remoTe 
the  .great  «▼)!•  There  is  no  royal  road  to  health  hi 
soch  a  case,  and  they  who  trnst  to  a  mere  remedy, 
whether  it  be  tetid  as  assafcetida,  bine  as  indigo, 
or  bo  brought  from  the  Hague,  or  as  far  as  the  Indies, 
to  the  exclusion  of  those  means  which  can  reasonably 
conduce  to  recorery,  are  gqilty  of  tho  danger  to  mind 
or  life  of  the  onlbrtunate  patient."«*Z«ne«f,  October 
30,1847^ 


^THEI^EAL  INHALATION  IN   DEUUVM  TR&IISii4. 

By  Dr.  Upham,  Boston. 

William  Perry,  an  Irishman,  48  years  of  age,  is 
of  sanguine  temperament,  strong  and  robust  frame,  and 
has  generally  enjoyed  firm  health.  He  is  a  hosUer 
by  occnpation,  and  has  been  a  man  of  intemperate 
habits  for  many  years.  On  Monday,  July  12tb,  he  was 
committed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  baxing  for  several 
days  previously  been  drinking  very  freely,  according 
to  his  own  statement.  On  the  same  day  he  presented 
himself  to  the  hospital  as  an  out-patient,  for  treatment 
of  chronic  ulcer  on  the  leg.  At  that  time  he  showed 
no  indications  of  delirium  tremens,  with  the  exception 
of  slight  tremors,  manifested  particularly  about  the 
hands.  Towards  evening  he  grew  wild  and  uneasj^ 
tremors  increased  and  became  general.  Slept  but 
little  during  the  night,  and  was  found  next  morning 
in  a  state  of  high  excitement»  wi)h  tongue  thickly 
coated,  pupils  dilated,  lids  tremulous,  muscles  nni- 
Tcrsally  agitated,  pacing. his  cell,  talking  incessantly, 
smd  raring  incoherently. 

During  the  following  twenty-four  hours  the  patient 
showed  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  delirium  tremens  in  a 
marked  degree.  He  slept  none,  but  walked  the  floor 
vrithout  intermission,  talked  diseoJcuQO^tedly,  and,  as 
is  usual  in  like  cases,  busied  himself  in  the  performance 
of  imaginary  t^sks«  Hs.waA  CQps.tap0y  pressing  against 
the  walls  of  his  cell,  or  endeavouring,  with  ^e  fancied 
SMsistance  of  horses,  to  remove  the  iron  door.  Mean- 
while, if  qoestioned,  he  would  answer  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  and  obey  directions  with  alacrity  for  the 
moment,  but  immediately  relapsed  into  his  previous 
state  of  delirium.  This,  at  times,  assumed  a  violent 
form,  so  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  takf  away 
his  bed  imd  all  other  moveable  articles  within  his  reach, 
and  keep  attendants  by  him  day  and  ni^ht  to  protect 
him  from  injury.  For  the  succeeding  forty-ei|[ht  hours, 
thif  state,  of  thingii^  continued  will)  but  little  variation^ 
all.  the  grave  sypiptbms  increasing  in  severity* 

The  Qsual  treatment  having 'fsiled,  and  tai:g«  and 


to  produce  sleep,  the  patient  was  found  on  Friday 

morning  still  in  astate  of  wakefulness  and  high  delirinm^ 

hut  so  much  exhausted  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  the 

highest  moment  to  induce  sleep  immediately.    In  thla 

oondition  it  was  thonght  exj^ient,  as  a  last  re^r^' 

to  make  trial  of  ethereal  inhalation,  and  the  aether  was 

accordingly  administered  by  the  sponge. 

.  The  patient  was  very  refractory,  and  required  to  he 

held  by  assistants,  in  the  meanwhile  struggling,  raving^ 

and  cursing.    After  inhaling  the  vapour  i'or  the  space 

of  ten  or  twelve  minntes,  he  appeared  quiet,  and  was 

thought  to  be  folly  under  tho  tsthereal  influence ;  but 

qpon  tho  removal  of  the  sponge  he  sprang  up  anid 

commenced  raving  anew.    The  process  was  repeated,. 

and  continued  for  ten  minutes  more,  at  the  end  of 

which  time  the  patiedl  was  brought  fairly  under  the 

desired  influence,  and  feU  asleep.    From  this  state  of 

artificial  sleep  he  passed,  tcOhout  toalung,  into  a  quiet, 

deep,  and  o&troubled  slnmber,  which  condnued,iri<Aot<C 

tatermtfaion,  for  fotLr  hours  and  a  half.    He  was  seen 

several  times  during  the  continuance  of  this  sleep,  and 

within  a  few  minutes  after  ha  awoke.   He  then  appeared 

perfectly  rstlonsl»GaU0d  for  ceU-Wjaler*.  and*  asked  to 

hav^.his  .Icfidw^y  (^  hadhroised  it  hsdlj.dqrivf 

the  delirium.)    In  the  eonrse  of  half  sn-hoar  helstt 

sQgain*(as.wa»  antjolpatad,)  into  a  qalet  sleep,  which 

oontinnedf  with  lew  intermissions,  dming  the  afternoon 

and  nighl.     This  ammii^g  (Saturday,)   he  a^iears 

perfectly  rational  and  well,  thought  weak.    Bas  no 

reeoUeotion  of  anything  that  has  hapfenedy  ttom  nighi. 

fall  on  Monday  to  the  time  of  his  first  waking  on 

Friday  hfiemoon^'^SQttonMtdicalamdSwykalJourruUf 

August  17th. 

SURGERY. 

OPEBATIOM    I'OE  BHnoVIVJf. 

Instead  of  cutting  through  the  entire  eyelid»  as  in 
Crampton's  operation,  Dr.  Walli^e  has  for  some  yesrs 
past  made  an  incision  through  the  entire  length  of  the 
tarsus,  abont  the  eighth  of  An  inch  from»  and  parallel 
to,  its  margin..  From  thia  incision  to  the  margin  he 
cutt  through  the  tarsus  again,  at  each  canthns,  and  at 
the  middle  making  the  letter  m  ^  or;  if  the  curvature 
is  very  great,  he  makes  more  perpendicular  incisions. 
Threads  are  then  drawn  through  the  integuments,  and 
fhstened  to  the  forehead,  as  in  Cmi^|»ton's  operatioo. 
As  the  carved  tarsus  only  is  divided,  the  defonnity 
occasioned  by  cutting  through- the  integaments  in 
Wsra**  and  Cmsi^tan's  C9ieiati«9is  Is  avoidsd* 

From,  the  lifeless  reteed.  states  of  the  eyaiids,  aftsv 
the  appUiatiAB  of  the  f  apour  .of  pmsslo  sold  i[>r  opaoi* 
ties  of  the  oofnea,  he  waeld  beiaeU»ed  totifr  ^^  ^^^^ 
in  '^frirrtr^fg  4he  irrltahili^  of  the  eyelida  pse^eva 
io  mxi^mt^m^BHim  Medical  em4  Smtk^  JmamL 


MIDWIFERY.  I 

BtlXS  OF  TR](ATMBNT  IN  PL4CS1ITA  HLIBVU. 

Dr.  Alexander  Tjlez's  paper  in  the  Dublin  QuarUrljf  , 
'^wrnql,  CMaj,)  tefmUiates^with  the,  foUo?>flg,tnlfS  of 
^jraciice  :— 

^1,  In  cases  of  partial  ^laqei^ta  priBTta.  the  to^en^r 
branes  should  be  niptured  as  eariy  u  possi^lf^  aad  tl||^ 
uteiM  emptied  of  its  fluid  contents. 


sn 


ON  CHLOROFORM. 


3.  In  the  same  olau  of  o«ses  after  the  escape  of  the 
liquor  amnii,  should  vigoroas  uterine  action  not  ensue, 
to  encourage  this  end  hy  means  of  friction  orer  the 
ibndns  uteri,  the  application  of  a  hinder,  the  administra- 
tion of  ergot,  or  the  use  of  gaWaoism,  as  recommended 
hj  Dr.  Radford. 

3.  In  complete  placental  presentation  when  the  os 
«s  rigid  and  undilated,  nerer  to  attempt  to  extract  the 
placenta  through  it  in  that  state,  hut  to  plug  the  ragina 
^efnlly  with  sponge  dipped  in  vinegar  and  water. 

[We  need  not  point  out  that  this  is  too  sweeping  a 
recommendation.] 

.    4.  As  soon  as  the  os  uteri  is  sufficiently  dilated,  to 
«eize  a  foot  and  delirer  cautiously. 

5.  If  the  child  be  dead,  and  the  head  presents,  it 
may  he  perforated. 

6.  As  I  attribute  the  cessation  of  haimorrhage  in 
Dr.  Simpson's  oases  of  extraction  of  the  placenta,  to 
the  fact  of  the  uterus  being  thereby  emptied  of  tis 
fluid  contents,  and  allowing  the  presenting  part  to  be 
pressed  against  the  bleeding  orifices,  that  in  certaitf 
cases  the  placenta  might  be  pierced  with  a  gum  elastic 
catheter,  and  the  liquor  amnii  thus  allowed  to  escape. 

jirttSBisanoif  in  immigmmr, 
M.  RoQx  terminates  a  memoir  en  this  aobjeot  bjthe 
following  conclusions  :«~' 

1.  Women  in  labour  are  as  readily  broughl  under 
tha  ttthereal  influence  as  dtfaers. 

2.  The  puerperal  eondltion  does  not  modify  the 
eflbcts  of  tether,  nnr  Is  It  injuriously  Influenced  by  it. 

3.  In  ordinary  lalMurs,  the  annihilation  of  pain  haa 
no  injurious  effect. 

4.  In  laborious  labours,  it  is  right,  for  the  sake  of 
both  mother  and  child,  to  annihilate  pain. 

5.  The  uterus  and  abdominal  muscles  oonthuM  to 
act  energetically  dnring  sBfhereal  trance,  while  the 
perineal  muscles  relax.  A  cessation  of  uterine  con- 
traction, when  SBther  is  employed,  is  not  obserTed 
oftener  than  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

6.  The  cbUd  is  unaffected  by  the  other. 

7.  The  consequences  of  labour  are  not  iqjuriously 
modified  by  the  effects  of  ether. 

8.  RecoTery  seems,  as  in  the  case  of  surgical  opera- 
tions, to  be  expedited  by  ht^Oazetie  MSdicaU,  Oct.  9me 

TOXICOLOGY. 

OBTSCnON  or  AASBNIC  in  TH^  VLVJD  of  k  BLItTBB. 

M.  Legronx,  of  the  Hoepital  Beaujoo,  was  sum- 
moned to  a  young  woman  who  had  the  ereiking  before 
swallowed  arsenic  for  the  purpose  of  eommitting  suicide, 
but  refused  at  the  time  to  give  any  explanation  of 
her  symptoms.  The  dejections  from  the  stomach  and 
bowels  had  been  remoTed,  and  the  nrioe  was  aoanty. 
Not  hating  a  clear  insight  into  the  case,  M.  Legroux 
applied  a  blister,  and  submitted  the  serum  of  the  vesl- 
cation  to  M.  Chatin  for  analysis,  together  with  some 
of  the  urine. 

After  destroying  the  organic  matters  of  the  eerosity 
and  the  urine,  M.  Chatin  dissolved  the  lesldue  in  die- 
tilled  water,  and  teated  fo^  arsenic  with  Marsh's  appa- 
ratof.    Both  floida  gara  numeroot  distinct  anenScal  i 


stains.  The  above  affords  the  medical  jurist  an  usefU 
hint  in  certain  cases  of  poisoning  in  which  ft  is  Tiot 
possible  during  life  to  obtain  the  excretions  for  tho 
parpote  of  analysis.-<*<?ittetlc  Midicale,  Octobre. 

■    ff'l'l  '         .         'V         '  ,   I       "       'ill 

PREPARATION  OF  CHLOROFORM. 

We  hare  been  favoured  by  Professor  Simpaod  with  tlia 
subjoined  remarks  ou  the  preparation  of  Chloiaform  :^ 

"  I  have  seendiflbrent  instances  reported  io  the  WngtiA 
and  French  Journals  of  patients  requiring  to  iBhate 
chloroform  fSor  five,  ten,  and  even  twenty  onoates,  bafera 
they  came  under  its  influence.  In  aU  such  cases,  tho 
chloroform  used  must  have  boen  of  a  meet  infisrior  quality. 
I  have  general^  seen  patients  aflacted  in  about  a  minute ; 
they  rarely  resist  it  for  above  two  miootes ;  and  never, 
or  ahnost  never,  above  three.  The  chloroCbrm  which  I 
have  mostly  used,  is  that  mano&etvred  by  Mesirs.. 
Duncan,  Flockhart,  and  Co.,  chemists,  Edinburgh.  It 
is  made  according  to  the  foUowiog  formula  of  Dumas :-» 

<*R.CUorideofUmeiB  powder.     .    •     lb.  IV. 

Water, lb.  XII 

Roetifted  Spirit, f^.XU 

"  Mix  in  a  eapadoas  rotort  or  etili,  and  distil  as  long  aa 
a  dense  liquid,  which  sinks  in  the  water  with  nkiA  it 
comee  over,  is  produced. 

**  The  product  obtuoed  by  the  above  process,  is  leetifled 
by  agitating  it  with  eeveral  portions  of  stroog  sulphBlte 
add,  and  forwards  distilling  it  from  carbonate  of  baryta. 
Messrs.  Donean  and  Co.  inform  me,  that  they  alwaya distil 
.  it  a  third  time  from  lime,  and  that  they  believe  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  furnish  it  perisctiy  pure  without 
this.  Latterly,  they  have  made  and  sent  out  fron  60  to 
^  OS.  per  diem  (2i.  per  os.,)  manufactured  by  this 
process.  In  the  obeervations  which  I  previoosly  pnbiisheda 
I  inadvertently  omitted  to  state  and  insist  npon  tho 
purifying  part  of  the  process. 

"Of  several  specimens  I  bought  in  Gla^ow,  only 
o$te  was  of  the  proper  strength  and  purity.  I  bought  a 
specimen  yesterday  in  au  Edinburgh  shop,  sp.  gr.,  only 
1.130  instead  of  1 .480.  There  was  little  or  no  chloroform 
in  it.»» 

Dr.  Simpson  believes  that  all  the  reputed  failures  and 
misadventures  are  attributable  to  two  causes,— ris.* 
1 .  using  an  impure  and  imperfect  variety  of  chloroform  ; 
and  2.  not  giving  it  in  sufficiently  large  and  rapid  doses. 


SCARLATINA  AMGINOSA. 

'  In  eases  of  scarlatina  anginosa,  where  we  are  dis- 
appointed  in  the  expected  convalescence,  isltnotCrona 
tUe  morbific  matter  or  semni  thrown  off  from  tho 
fauces  and  diseased  glands,  which  is  absorbed  by  the 
small  veins ;  these  communicating  with  the  internal 
j^ttlar  vein,  by  which  it  is  readily  carried  to  the  heart 
itself,  and  so  acts  as  a  poison?  The  same  in  angina 
maligna.  In  the  early  stage  of  this  infiammation,  I  have 
found  unquestionable  advantage  to  arise  from  the  use 
of  s  pretty  strong  solution  of  lunar  causCic ;  and  some 
of  the  practitioners  of  the  neighbourhood  in  which  I 
rtsida  can  confirm  what  I  hsve  said.    The  node  hsre 
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Mcommtfukd  ii  to  apply  it  daily,  by  metos  of  a  $ponge» 
to  the  faoccB  as  looe  astha  inflammatory  action  pravaila. . 
I  havt  .been  told  that  a  Dr.  McVea,  who  praetieed 
many  years  ago  in  Leicester,  used  the  following  recipe, 
and  that  he  obtained  considerable  popnlarity  in  treating 
the  disease  in  qoestioo  :— 

R.  Spt  Rectifleat.9Acid.SaIpbiirici|  partes  aequales.  M. 

I  know  that  by  its  use  after  sloughing,  or  doriog 
iileenSloo»  mocb  good  is  derived,  and  the  method  of 
applying  it  is  by  means  of  a  camel's  hti?  pencil,  directing 
the  patient  to  erash  the  month  immediately  afterwards. 

A  MEMBER. 


DEATH  OF  DR.  HOLME,  OF  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce  the  loes 
which  the  Ph)T]Dcial  Assocation  has  sustained  in  the 
disease  of  our  highly  respected  associate,  Dr.  Holme, 
of  Manchester.  Dr.  Holme  was  a  Vice-Freai^ent,  and 
had  been  one  of  the  early  Pnaidents  of  the  Aaeoeiation. 
He  was  appointed  President  elect  at  the  Anniferaary 
Meeting,  hdd  at  Oxford,  in  the  year  1835,  and  pre- 
aided  over  the  Association  at  the  enaumg  Anniversary, 
held  at  Manchester,  in  the  year  1836,  having  from  his 
first  admission  as  a  member,  manifested  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Association.  Dr. 
Holme  vaa  also  a  FeUow  of  the  LinnsBan  Society,  Pre- 
sidenl  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society*  of 
Manchester,  and  well  known,  both  by  his  general, 
literary,  and  scientific  attainments,  and  as  a  learned 
and  accomplished  physician.  He  died  on  Sunday, 
November  28th,  at  Manchester,  in  the  seventy-eighth 
year  of  his  age.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  more 
extended  notice  of  hia  honourable  and  useful  career  in 
a  future  number. 


0li^ttal  inuniqtnu. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 

MXDIOAL    RxOtSTRATION. 

On  Tuesday,  November  30th,  Mr.  Wakley  moved— 
^'Tliat  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,  to  inquire 
into  the  registration  of  legally-qualified  practitioDers  in 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  into  the  laws  and  charters 
relating  to  the  practice  of  medieine  and  surgery  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  to  report  the  evidence,  with  their 
opinion  thereupon*  to  the  Rouse.*'  The  motion  was  made 
with  the  sanction  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  was 
carried  nnaaimoosly. 


POOR-LAW  COMMISSION. 

•Charles  BoUer«  Esq.,  Member  of  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Liakeard,  has  been  appointed  President  of 
tl^  New  Poor-Law  Board. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

Dominick  John  Corrigan,  Esq.,  M.D.,  has  been 
appointed  Physician  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty,  in 
Ireland*. 

H«  Hsynes  Walton,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  Surgeon  to 
the  St  Pancras  Royal  General  Dispensary. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  the  Electors  of  the  RadclifiTe 
Fellowships,  sppointed  James  Clandios  Paxton,  M.B.,  to 
be  one  of  the  Fellows  on  that  Foundation,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Dr.  George  Bell. 


ROYAL  SOCIETY. 

I  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  at  the  Anniver« 
sary  Meeting  as  the  officers  and  council  for  the  ensuing 
year :  —  PretJdai/,  the  Marquis  of  Northampton; 
Trwiurfr,  O.  Rennie,  Esq.  i  Seeretariet,  Dr.  Roget 
and  S.  H.  Christie,  Esq.;  Jbrttpa  5eerstary,  Lieut.- 
Colonel  E.  Sabine ;  Mmbtn  of  tke  OmM,  T.  Beilt 
Esq.,  R.  Brown,  Esq.,  Sir  J.  Clark,  Bart.,  M.D.,  S. 
Cooper,  Esq.,  Sir  H.  De  la  Beche,  Pkofeaeor  £.  Forbes. 
J.  P.  Gassiot,  Esq.,  Professor  T.  Graham,  T.  J.  Graves, 
Esq.,  Sur  J.  F.  W.  Herscbel,  Bsrt^  W.  Hopkins,  Esq., 
Sir  R.  H.  la^  Bart.,  C  Lyell,  Esq.,  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  G.  R.  Porter,  Esq.,  Lieut-Colonel 
Sykes. 

The  Copley  Medal  was  awarded  to  Sir  John  Herschel, 
and  the  Royal  Medals  to  Mr.  Grove  and  Dr.  Fownes. 
Dr.  Roget  announced  hia  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
office  of  Secretary  at  the  next  anniversary* 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  CHOLERA. 

It  is  stated  that  the  cholera  hu  brokenlout  in  the 
department  of  Ternopol,  in  Galida.  There  hu  -been  a 
report  also  within  the  last  few  days  that  cases  of  die 
disease  had  appeared  in  London,  and  that  two  latal  easss 
had  oocnrted  in  the  borough  ef  Settthwark.  Inquiries 
have  been  made  on  the  subject,  and  the  report  is  beHeired 
to  be  entirely  without  foundation. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS, 

EDINBURGH. 

At  the  Annual  Election  Meeting  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Pbyslciaos,  Edinburgh,  held  on  the  2od  of  December, 
the  following  gentlemen  wers  elected  Office-Bearers  for 
t|ie  ensuing  year:— 
j  Council. 

Dr.  Robert  Christison,  Pretideni ;  Dr.  Wm.  Beilby, 
Vice-President;  Dr.  Robert  Ronton;  Dr.  Charles 
Ransford;  Dr.  William  Seller;  Dr.  George  Peterson; 
Dr.  Alexander  Wood. 

_  Dr.  John  Thatcher  and  Dr.  J.  G.  M.  Burt,  Cemore; 
pr.  Charles  Ransford,  Treasurer  ;  Dr.  David  Craigie, 
Secretary  ;  Dr.  William  Seller,  Librarian  ;  Dr.  Peter 
Fairbairo,  Fiscal ;  Dr.  James  Stark,  Keeper  of  the 
Museum ;  Mr.  Kenneth  Mackenzie,  Clerk  ;  Mr.  John 
$mall.  Under  Librarian  ;  Robert  Moffiitt,  Officer ^ 

ExiJAINXBS  OF  FOBKIGN  GXADUATXa. 

Dr.  R.  Christison ;  Dr.  Thomas  Traill ;  Dr.  William 
Seller;  Dr.  G.  Patfrson ;  Dr.  John  M9ir;  Dr.  Alac. 
Wood  j  Dr.  T.  H.  Bennett. 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  j 

G«DtI«iiien  admitted  Members  on  Fridty,  December 
3rd,  J847  :— W.  EnglMMl;  W.  S.  Strory ;  H.  B.  Holl ; 
J.  BnsUn;  R.  Montgomery;  J.  6.  Doidfe;  J,  F. 
StephenMn;  T.  G.  Sidt;  W.Darmt;  C.Forbes;  A.  J. 
Gee;  W.  MorrU;  A.  D.  Honie. 

Gentlemen  admttted  Membere  on  Friday,  December 
10*,  1847  :— T.  L.  Gray ;  H.  Tixard ;  J.  Lerey ;  J. 
Aaolphns;  H.  Lord;  £.  F.  Fttesell. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

GeiUlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  No?ember, 
2^tb,  1847:— Ezra  Harle,  Stansted,  Essei;  William 
FaithfiiU,  Hnrst  Pierpoint;  John  Pince  Challacombe, 
Bristol;  George  Hodges,  Lndlow;  Thomas  Park, 
Lincoln. 

Thursday,  December  2nd,  1^47  :-*Edward  Henry 
Malton,  Glastonbury ;  Thomas 'William  Crosse,  Norwich; 
James  Hornibiow  Williams,  West  Stockwitb,  Bawtry. 


M     B.l 


OBITUARY. 

Diadi.Norember  l&tb,  at  Dundeo*  from  fever,  — ^ 
Carruthei»,  $sq.,  M.D, 

Norembet  20ih,  aged  32,  from  fever,  Hoary  BaUer, 
£«).,  Medioal  Officer  to  the  Aldgate  District  of  the  Eaat 
Loqdoik  Union. 

November  25th,  in  Gnildford  Street,  London,  aged  59, 
Scropa  Hutcbinaon*  Esq.,  M.D. 

November  28ih,  aged 66,  William  Wilson,  Esq.,  M.D., 
SmgfnA,  R.N. 

November  30ifa,  at  Wftrrington,  aged  77,  James 
Kendrick,  Esq.,  M.D.,  FJL.S.,  Consolting  Pbysioian  to 
the  WarriDgtoQ  DispensiKy,  lofirmarv,  and  Lrisg^n 
Charity ;  a  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Provincial 
Medical  and  Surgical  Asscciation,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
and  most  respec.ted  meqibers  of  the  Association. 

December  2ad,  in  Portland  Place,  aged  49,  J.  S. 
Campbell,  Esq.,  M.D. 

December  2od,  at  WelliogtoD,  Somerset,  aged  56, 
William  Collard  Pyne,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S. 

December  6th,  at  Camden  Town,  Dr.  Wigan,  author 
of  the  work  "On  the  Quality  of  Mind.'* 

December  7th,  in  Clifford  Street,  aged  52,  of  aneurism 
of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  Robert  Laston,  Esq.,  Fellow  and 
Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Collcfs  of  Surgeons, 
and  Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery  at, 
University  College  Hospital.  Any  comment  on  Mr. 
Liiton^s  high  professional  qualifications  as  an  author 
and  skilful  surgeon  is  unnecessary. 

Lately,  of  influenza,  M.  Delmas,.  Professor  of  Mid* 
wife^,in  the  University  of  Montpeliier. 


A  Trutkt  OB  Diet  end  Refimeii.  By  Willinr 
HoAry  llobertaon,  M«IK,  Phyeieian  to  the  BttaUsh 
Beth  Charitf.  Fourth  Edition*  Part  IV.<  Landeii: 
Chmrebiii.    1847. 

The  Pocket  Formnlary  and  Synopsis  of  ti|e  Btitssh 
and  Foreign  Pharmacopceias,  &c.  By  Henry  Beinler. 
Fourth  EMon.  Lpadoo :  CbwchUU  l$46.  Iteo^: 
PH.  44*. 
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Quid  pro  ^wo.— The  writer  of  the  letter  alladed  to  htA 
mistaken   the   import  of  some  of  our  obsenatiotts. 
As  it  would  have  called  for  a  longer  ezplanavion  Ihaa  . 
the  pressure  of  other  matter  at  that  time  permitted,  An 
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Af.D.-^The  attack  of  the  President  of  the  Royal  Cottego 
of  Physicians  of  London  on  his  provincial  brethren 
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the  House  of  Cosnnans,  it  wonld  eeea.  thai  lie>'is  very 
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NOTES  OF  THE  FAMINE  FEYER, 

AS  IT  OCCCRHXD  IN  CROTDOM,  8URRET«  DURING  TBB 
IfOMTBS  07  JULY,  AUQUBT,  AND  8BPTEMBER,  OF 
TBE   PRE  SENT  TEAR. 

By  OsoB«s  BoTTOMLBY,  £sq.»  Sargeon. 

A  considenible  immigratioo  to  tbfs  neighbourhood 
ct  Irish  poor  always  occurs  during  the  summer  months, 
occamoaed  by  the  demand  for  labour,  afforded  by  the 
hcTTest,  as  well  as  by  the  hop-picldttg  of  the  adjoining 
counties.  About  the  middle  of  June  in  this  year,  it 
took  place  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  usual,  as 
compared  with  former  years.  Nearly  all  the  Irish 
patients  who  applied  for  parochisl  medical  relief  at 
this  period,  had  efidently  suffered  from  the  privations 
of  the  famine,  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  J  847,  and 
liad  been  compelled  to  make  great  physical  exertions 
3n  order  to  obtain  the  means  of  aiecomplishing  their 
joumey  to  this  country,  and  during  its  progress.  The 
lesuit  was  an  influx  of  feww  cases  to  the  infirmary, 
during  two  of  the  summer  months,  which  appeared  to  be 
greatest  at  the  beginning  of  August.  One  hundred 
cases  were  treated  as  in-door  patients,  and  serenty- 
four  received  attendance  without.  The  former  were 
Irish  almost  exclusively  s  the  latter  included  a  con- 
aiderable  portion  of  the  town  poor. 

The  same  type  of  fever  exhibited  by  the  infirmary 
cases,  which  of  necessity  could  be  more  closely  watched 
Shan  the  others,  was  almost  universally  exemplified  in 
each.  It  may  be  thus  described  :•— llie  patient,  on  pre- 
CCDifng  himself,  usually  complained  of  great  prostration 
of  strength,  pains  in  all  the  bones,  constant  thirst,  no 
disposition  to  eat,  and  usually  pain  in  the  head,  fiis 
appearance  was  haggard,  countenance  very  anxious, 
the  eres  sunken,  and  general  condition  emaciated. 
The  pulse  varied  from  90  to  liM),  was  small  and  com* 
piessible ;  the  tengne  was  oovered  with  a  clear  white 
ceel, ahdeEhlbited  nervous  tremor.  On  questioning! 
21  appeared  that  rigors  were  always  experienced  at  the 
conmencemenl . of  the  attack;  the  bowels  in  some 
cases  were  constipated,  but  there  wis  frequently  suffer* 
l>g/rom  dianrhcsa.  The  history  of  the  case  elicited  the 
iscts  of  the  patient  having  slept  out  jfor  some  previovs 
Bights'  under  a  hedge,  or  in  a  dit^,  and  of  haviaf 
wtidDed some  miles  during  the  same « or  proeedlDg  days^ 
0» hSr up^curanceut the  infirmary  Iherelbre,  it utgkl 
be  cuteUatcdillitfor  six-or  seveir dAysaasceseif tiy  he 
teifitniggM  Iritktii^  complaint.  This  co&dillo»  was  f  from  their  condltfMi  and  spirits  looking  quite  them-; 
StevcfidentiybaeofgrealdepresaloftiiideshMiticnof  I  seWec  agaio,  fcttOd,  on  their  dismission  from  th» 


the  powers  of  life.  The  symptoms  already  enumerated 
would  continue,  with  little  alteration,  for  a  week,  during 
which  time  the  skin  was  pungently  hot  and  dry,  and 
the  uriue  scanty  and  high  coloured.  After  th^  primm 
vim  had  been  acted  upon  by  laxatives,  mild  mercurials 
and  diaphoretics  were  administered,  usually  in  the* 
following  form  :•-• 

H.  Hydr.  Chlorid.,  gr.  ij ;  Opii  Pulr.,  gr.  | ;  Ant. 
Potassio-Tartr.,  gr.  |.6tfa.    M.  Fiat  pilule.. 

One  pill  might  be  given  for  four  nights  consecutively, 
or  perhaps  one,  night  and  morning,  as  the  case  demanded. 
In  others  the  Hydrarg.  cum  Greta.,  combined  with 
Pulv.  Ipecac.  Co^  secured  the  alterative  and  sedative 
effects  which  were  required.  Saline  draughts  were 
given  frequently ;  free  sponging  of  the  body,  with  cold 
vinegar  and  water,  was  used  with  much  advantage,  and 
toast  and  water  and  bariey.  water  supplied  ^liberally' 
for  drink.   Diet  to  be  low. 

The  most  usual  complication  presented  was  a  cerebral 
affection.  This  might  occur  in  almost  all  the  cases  as* 
a  somewhat  prominent  feature  of  the  disease.  Cold 
applications  to  the  head,  which  was  oAen  shaved,  were 
constantly  renewed  ;  a  bister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck 
was  extremely  efficacious,  if  the  case  became  urgent.^ 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  after  admission,  a  kind' 
of  crisis  appeared;    aAer  several  hours  of  profuee- 
perspiration,   the  patient's  symptoms  decidedly  im- 
proving.   The  tongue  began  to  clean,  the  pains  in  the- 
limbs  to  abate,  and  all  that  was  complained  of  was^ 
extreme  weakness.    At  this  point  more  substantial  diet 
would  sometimes  seem  to  be  indicated,  and  in  another 
day  or  two  the  patient  would  eamesfly  request  it. 
If  the  symptoma  continued  to  improve  under  morr 
nourishing  regimen,  as  in  the  minority  of  instances- 
was  the  cascy  for  a  few  days  all  promised  exceedingly 
well }  but  almost  invariably  by  another  week  a  suddem 
change  would  take  place,  the  tongue  became  as  coated 
as  ever,  and  all  the  original  symptoms  would  preseni 
themselves,  apparently  in  as  much  strength  as  at  firsts 
The  recurrence  to  low  diet  of  course  immediately 
foUewed,  and  the  relapse  was  again  treated  as  th» 
primary  attadcy  though  usually  it  proved  less  obstinale 
in  peiul  of  duration.    The  recovery  would  theit  take^ 
plaoe  very  slowly,  the  lon^gBSt  remaning  sequence  beioa 
want  of  mmscular  power.     Many  weeks  must  elapse 
before  anything  like  a  complete  re-instation  of  the. 
strength  took  plaoe.    Most  pstfents,  though  sppaieaUy 
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Infirmary,  a  mach  greater  proitration  of  the  vital 
powers  than  cither  they  or  any  casual  observer  would 
have  suspected.  None,  I  should  think,  were  able..^fp 
engage  in  agricultural  labour  during  the  season.  This 
coi\|ecture  I  hare  been  able  to  verify  in  several  instances 
by  personal  enquiries  since. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  referred  to  above,  just 
as  the  system  was  throwing  off  the  ficit  ouset  of  the 
febrile  attack  when  the  arterial  action  was  diminishing, 
no  local  congestions  presenting,  and  the  digestive 
functions  seemingly  in  a  more  healthy  condition  ;  the 
crisis  would  frequently  result  in  a  different  course. 
AAer  two  or  three  days  of  apparent  quiescence,  wbiebj 
-might  be  presumed  on  the  whole  to  be  something. like 
general  improvement,  a  yellowish  line  would  appear 
down  the  centre  of  the  tongue, .  then  dryness  and  a 
aligbtly  cracked  appearance  followed ;  the  pulse  became 
weaker,  and  gradually  sank  to  60  or  70  ^  the  coun- 
tenance wore  a  more  anxious  expression,  and  there 
was  disinclination  to  food.  On  the  exhibition  of  port 
wine  or  brandy,  as  the  state  of  the  case  might  eeem  to 
indicate,  these  symptoms  would  perhaps  gradually 
Jittb8ide,and  the  recovery  take  place  without  the  relapse^ . 
«s  in  the  foregoiog  instances;  bat  in  a  few  cases 
complete  typhus  ensued,  with  all  the  usual  symptoms 
^of  great  nervous  depression.  These  were  treated  by 
the  constant  exhibitions  of  concentrated  nourishment, 
and  stimulants  when  the'  power  of  swallowing  was  in 
abeyance ;  strong  beef-tea  iojections  supported  Natuit 
until  her  powers  rallied.  Ammonia  and  quhiine  in  con- 
section  with  small  opiates  were  administered  according 
to  circumstauces,  and  tvith  dose  watching  and  constant 
attention,  the  third  «%ek  would  nearly  bring  the  patient 
through  the  severity  of  the  attack,  which  then  left  him 
An  an  exceedingly  weak  cotadltion.  Here,  espeoially, 
though  the  rule  applies  generally  to  every  case,  the 
greatest  care  was  necessary  in  directing  the  advance 
tovrards  convalescence.  That  it  should  be  sure,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  ha  also  slow: 

In  reviewing  the  general  character  of  the  fever  in 
question,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  complications 
'ivere  those  of  the  head,  and  raucous  lining  of  the 
intestinal  canal.  In  three  patients  jaundice  occurred, 
terminating  fatally  with  one  of  them ;  and  in  one  or 
two  only,  was  there  any  tendency  to  chest  affection  as 
«  consequence  of  the  fever.  From  the  foregoing 
details  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  form  of  fever 
described  approaches  nearly  to  that  known  as  the 
'' simple  eontinned,"  the  *<  synochus"  of  Cnllen;  but 
a  strong  tendency  invariably  existed  towards  a  termina- 
tion  in  one  of  a  low  nervous  or  typhoid  type.  Keeping 
tlifs  in  view  the  indications  were  plain,— viz.,  to  b6  as 
aparing  of  antiphlogistic  treatment  as  the  case  would 
allow,  discarding  the  use  of  the  lancet  altogether.  It 
Aonld  be  remarked  that  this  plan  was  literally 
adhered  to,  for  in  no  one  instance  was  venesection 
performed.  Even  in  the  administration  of  mercury, 
antimony,  and  purgative  medicines^  great  care  not 
to  be  too  liberal  in  the  use  of  depressants  was 
necessary,  and  to  commence  the  exhibition  of  nntxi- 
tious  diet,  however  small  the  quantity,  as  soon  as 


while  the  first  tendency  to  exhaustion  was  promptly 
met  by  stimulants,  cautiously  and  gradually  afforded 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms,  with  strict 
attention  to  the  cerebral  affection^  when  evidenced  by 
a  comatose  condition  of  the  patient,  insensibility  of  the 
pupil,  subsultus  tendinum,  by  means  of  cold  applicm- 
lions  and  counter-irritation  of  e? ery  kind. 

One  case  illustrative  of  the  latter  remark  is,  I  think, 
dcaerTing    of  notice.    It  was  that  of  a  young  Irish 
woman,  of  large  frame  and  apparently  good  constitution, 
who  furnished  perhaps  the  most  seemingly  hopeleaa 
case  of  typhus  in  the  infirmary.    The  head  symptoms 
just  referred  tOj  had  continued  without  any  favour- 
able intermission  for  three  days.    The  insensibilttj 
was  so  great  that  it  was  almost  impossible  lo  aroaao 
her.  Strong  sinapisms  to  the  calves  of  the  legs  produced 
but  very  slight  proofs  of   her  consciousness  of  tba 
application.    She  resisted  every  attempt  to  make  her 
swallow  any  liquids,  so  that  during  that  time  not  two 
ounces  of  wine  or  beef-tea  were  conveyed    to    the 
stomach,  nor  had  there  been  any  motion   from    tlie 
bowels.    On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  a  full  drop  of 
croton  oil  was  administered,  the  result  of  which  seemed 
almost  magical.    In  the  course  of  the  night  two  or 
three  stools  passed  freely,  and  in  the  morning  the 
cerebral   symptoms   disappeared.      She  was   able  to 
recognize   her  attendants    and    to  anwer  queatiooa. 
From  that  time  she  gradually  improved  and  has  since 
recovered,  though  marked  traces  of  the  severity  of  the 
attack  will  long  remain. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  there  was  not  much 
ground  for  believing  the  fever  to  be  infectious,  as 
infection  appeared  to  arise  only  f^om  the  accumulation 
of  cases  in  one  ward,  the  air  becoming  so  impregnated 
with  noxiotts  effluvium,  emanating  from  their  bodies, 
that  those  who  came  in  contact  with  it  suffered  such 
as  miasmata  would  produce  arising  from  any  other 
source,  and  by  separating  the  patients,  the  appearance 
of  infection  immediately  vanished.  l*hose  who  were 
suffering  from  it  were  distributed  indiscriminately 
among  other  patients  in  each  ward,  as  the  principle 
adopted  was  to  divide  as  much  as  possible  the  cases, 
and  not  to  accumulate  them  in  one  apartment  With 
unremitting  attention  to  ventilation  and  cleanliness, 
points  of  the  utmost  Importance,  especially  in  the 
treatment  of  the  Irish,  I  believe  little  or  no  danger  of 
infection  existed.  Had  separate  wards  been  devoted 
to  the  fever  patients  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  the  reanlla 
would  have  been  far  less  favourable,  while  under  the 
plan  adopted  the  otherpatientshave  not  suffered.  Two 
out  of  six  nurses,  who  were  engaged  in  constant 
attendance,  were  attacked,  and  exhibited  the  type 
of  disease  described  in  rather  a  severe  form ;  but  this 
is  not  surprising,  if  we  consider  the  very  arduous 
character  of  their  engagements  at  this  period.  The 
number  was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  duty,  and 
great  difficulty  existed  to  retain  even  their  services, 
the  night  work  being  severe,  and  the  daily  attendance 
of  a  most  trying  character,  owing  to  the  condition  of 
the  patients.  I  acted  on  the  principle  of  providing 
fhll  and  stimulating  diet  for  them,  while  I  recommended 


the  stomach  was  enabled  to  perform  its  functions;  |  to  the  visiting  clergymeD|  the  only  preoaation  which 
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M  and  those  who  attUted  me  edopted-^sAmely,  the 
tolting  «  glass  of  wine  and  a  biscuU  before  ,entdiring 
thewards,  and  not  the  slightest  feTor  symptom  ajfjieared 

'  to  those  broQght  into  contact  with  the  sick.    I  have 

'^little  donbt  that  the  result  woald  have  been  much  less 
satisfactory  had  our  fears  of  danger  led  as  to  make 

'ferer  wards,  and  so  to  concentrate  the  miasmata,  which 
it  was  oar  grand  object  to  disperse. 
The  mortality  was  as  ander:— 

In.door  cases  100— Deathn  3 


Dot-door 
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If 
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I  have  no  hesllatiou  in  attribating  this  very  small 
mortality  chiefly  to  the  unlimited  sapply  at  stimalos 
and  concentrated  nntriment  which  I  had  it  in  n^y  power 
'io  afford ;  and  to  the  constant,  kind,  and  wateHAil 
attention  with  which  the  maoh. respected  matron  of  (he 
infirmary  and  oar  experienced  nurses  seconded  the 
directions  of  the  medical  attendants. 

Croydon,  November  20,  1847. 
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EXTENSIVE  DILATATION  OF  THE  AORTA, 
SIMULATING  ANEURISM;  ULCERATION  OF 
THE  LINING  MEMBRANE  ;  PARALYSIS ; 
SOFTENING  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

.  By  GsoAGB  NoKMAM,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Senior  Surgeon 
to  the  Bath  United  HospiUl. 

'XRead  at  the  Qaarterly  Meciinir  of  the  Bath  and  Srinol 
Branch  of  the  Prorinciai  Medical  and  Sargioal  Associa- 
tion, September  30, 1847.)  .  ^   . 

The  Rev.  Mr.  P.,  aged  43,  of  large  stature  and 
robust  appearance,  excepting  that  his  countenance  was 
sallow,  became  my  patient  in  the  middle  of  May  last. 
He  bad  been  subject  during  the  previous  four  or  five 
years  to  rheumatism,  occaaionally  severe,  generally 
attacking  the  muscles,  but  at  times  the  laige  Joints. 
About  two  years  ago  he  began  to  find  some  difficulty 
in  walking  up-hill,  and  going  up-stairs,  and  to  have 
^occasionally  excessive  throbbing  of  the  heart;  and  soon 
after  it  was  observed  that  the  pulse  at  the  left  wrist 
was  small  and  indistinct,  whilst  that  of  the  right  was 
full  and  hard,  but  at  that  time  there  was  no  intermis- 
sion. He  was  supposed  to  baye  aneurism  of  the  aorta, 
and  was  treated  by  small  bleedings,  rest,  and  low  diet. 

About  twelve  months  since  he  had  an  attack  of 
violent  pain  in  the  head,  and  in  about  an  hour  after, 
a  numbness  and  loss  of  power  in  the  left  arm  and  leg, 
without  any  loss  of  consciousness.  These  symptoms 
soon  ceased  and  his  arm  and  leg  were  restored  to 
their  full  power  in  a  few  days.  About  three .  months 
before  be  came  to  Bath  he  had  an  ifljflammatory  atty k 
accompanied  by  great  pain  in  the  back  and  left  ^&, 
which  was  supposed  to  arise  from  inflammation  of  the 
kidney,  and  he  was  bled  repeatedly. 

He  came  to  Bath  in  the  middle  of  May  last,  when 
I  first  saw  him.  He  had  then  no  other  pain  than 
occasional  muscular  rheumatism;  his  pulse  at  the 
right  wrist  was  full,  hard^  and  generally  about  80,  and 
■similar  in  character  to  what  is  usually  felt  where 
there  is  an  hssmorrhagic  tendency ;  the  pulse  at  the 
Jeft  wrist  was  small  and  indistinct;  there  was  great 
4hrobbing  om  the  region  of  the  left  ventricle^  and ' 


the  heart  occupied  a  larger  space  in  the  chest  than 
natural.  There  was  no  sound  indicating  aneurism,  ot 
valvular  obstruction,  but  the  excessive  pulsations  o£ 
the  left  ventricle  were  continued  in  the  course  of  the 
ascending  aorta.  He  could  lie  on  either  side,  could 
walk  with  ease  on  level  ground,  and  complained  very 
little,  excepting  of  rhennoatic  pains. 

In  this  state  he  continued  with  but  little  change  till 
4be  middle  of  June,  when  he  experienced  occasional 
paroxysms  of  severe  cough,  with  some  bloody  expectora- 
tion and  difficulty  of  breathing,  but  both' the  cough  and 
the  dyspnoea  would  entirely  disappear  for  days.  About 
this  time  he  was  carefully  examined  by  Dr.  Davies  and 
myself;  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  disease  of  the  lunge 
or  of  the  pleura.  The  action  of  the  left  ventricle  was 
excessive  and  extended  upwards  in  the  course  of  the 
aorta.  There  was  an  indication  of  roughness  in  the 
internal  lining  of  the  aorta,  and  of  a  thickening,  but 
no  obstruction  of  the  valves,  and  no  sound  indicating 
aneurism ;  the  left  ventricle  was  enlarged.  We  con* 
sidered  that  there  was  hypertrophy  of  the  ventriclei 
thickened  valves,  and  dilated  aorta;  but  we  could 
in  np  way  account  for  the  state  of  the  pulse  at  the 
left  wrist.  The  urine,  which  before  had  been  iit 
snfficient  quantity,  now  became  scanty,  and  bis  lege 
to  be  oedematoos.  He  was  put  on  a  course  of  mercury, 
with  squill,  aud  digitalis.  For  a  short  time  there  waf 
some  improvement,  but  the  attacks  of  dyspnoea  soon 
became  more  frequent  and  distressipg.  It  appeared 
that  some  pressure  on .  the  trachea  either  occasioned 
or  aggravated  the  cough,  for  often  the  cough  and 
difficulty  of  breathing  would  entirely  cease  for  some 
days,  and  then  return  generally  in  the  night,  with 
increased  violence. 

In  the  beginning  of  July  he  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  palsy  of  the  left  side,  without  any  pain  in  the 
head,  or  loss  of  consciousness.    He  was  bled,  and  the 
blood  drawn  had  a  thick  buffy  coat,  and  whenever  he 
was  bled  afterwards,  which  he  was  several  times  in 
small  quantities  under  urgent  symptoms,  the  blood 
always  exhibited  the  same  inflammatory  appearance^   | 
and  he  was  always  relieved  by  the  bleeding.    The 
power  of  the  left  arm  and  leg  returned,  to  a  certain  i 
degree,    the    next    day,    and   afterwards   gradually   ' 
improved,   but   was   never    entirely  restored.     The 
returns  of  dyspnoea  now  became  much  more  frequent^ 
and  he  lost  strength  daily.     A  few  days  before  his   ' 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  31st  of  July,  it  was  * 
observed   that   during   the  attacks  of   difficulty  of  | 
breathing,  there  was  a  sound  in  the  upper  part  of  the  ' 
chest,  as  of  some  loose  substance  flapping  backwarde 
and  forwards,  audible  to  those  standing  by  the  aide  ol 
the  bed.    On  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  seized  with  , 
a  violent  attack  of  dyspnoea,  with  faintness,  and  inter*  ; 
mittent  pulse ;  he  became  exhausted,  and  died  in  a  few  ' 
hours.    The  bbdy  was  examined  on  the  following  day*  ^ 

On  opening  the  thorax,  both  pleural  carities  were  ; 
found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  fluid,  from  one 
to  two  quarts  in  each ;  there  were  no  adhesions  between 
the  pleural  surfaces,  with  the  exception  of  an  elongated  , 
band,  of  some  stending*  extending  from  the  lower 
margin  of  the  right  lung  to  the  upper  surface  of  the 
diaphragm;   both   lungs   were  emphyiematoesi  bill' 
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oAenriie  bejJtky.  Oq  opciiUig  tbe  pflgricardiuiB^  abottt 
•is  ovncei  of  flM  wen  found ;  the  perioardiiHii  ims 
BOfwHttre  adltertBty  bat  near  ti»t  apax^f  tlit  Itoft  ventHde 
iSktrt  #M  a  patch  of  lymph  at  large  a«  a  haIf*eroirB, 
capable  of  beiaf  eeraped  off  wHbovt  ta^ury  to  the 
aNnahflaBct  beneath.  The  cavky  of  the  left  venCrkie 
▼as  found  mnch  dilated,  and  tbe  waUe  thiekeofed; 
the  aeauliinar  yalTei  were  thiokeaed,  contraeted,  and 
covered  with  laiige  eoft  ^fl^tioos,  eaiily  brokeo  a  p. 
Ob  trtefaigr  the  aorta  npwardei  it  was  fooBd  n«€h 
iilaied,  a»d  imioedlately  after  tbe  giimg  off  of  the 
iBBomiData  artery,  between  that  ▼essel  aod  the  left 
carotid,  there  was  a  pouch,  exteuding  upwards  as  high 
as  tlie  upper  boee  o(  the  eCeruum,  noaklBg  pressure 
OB  the  trachea;  this  pouch  was  formed  by  a  dilatation 
of  tlie  aorta.  The  origin  of  the  left  subclarian  was 
aurfouBded  by  an  almost  bony  ring,  and  so  much  con- 
tracted as  scarcely  to  admit  the  head  of  an  ordinaiy 
probe,  thus  satisfactorily  accounting  for  the  indistinct 
palSe  of  the  left  wrist ;  beyond  tbis  contracted  portion 
the  artery  swelled  into  a  pouch,  nearly  half  an  inch 
in  extent,  when  the  vessel  became  of  the  ordinary 
alie.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  ascending  aorta 
was  thickened  and  puckered,  but  not  ulcerated;  but 
from  tbe  point  where  the  aorta  curves  to  ibnn  the 
arch  where  the  great  vessi^  are  given  off,  and  for  the 
first  four  inches  of  the  descending  aorta,  •  the  lining 
Btetobraae  was  in  a  state  of  extensive  ulceastioB ;  in 
some  patches  of  the  membrane  the  size  of  a  shilling 
being  entirely  eaten  through.  Oeeupyiag  the  first 
fin^  inches  of  tbe  aorta,  there  was  a  large  firm  plug 
of  discoloured  lymph,  endently  of  an  existence  ante- 
cedent to  death. 

The  liver  was  pale  and  somewhat  hard,  otherwise 
healthy ;  the  kWn^  were  much  congested,  of  a  dark 
elaret  colour,  easily  broken  up  under  pressure,  and 
more  resembling  the  structure  of  the  spleen  than 
that  of  the  healthy  kidney. 

Ob  removing  the  ^nll-cap,  the  arachnoid  covering 
the  hemispheres  was  found  opaque,  with  a  coBsiderable 
quantity  of  fiuid  beneath  it;  the  lateral  ventricles  were, 
empty;  the  portion  of  white  matter  forming  the  roof{ 
of  the  right  lateral  ventricle  was  mEteesively  softened,) 
so  that  it  could  be  scraped  off  with  the  scalpel  Ukc  soft, 
putty ;  tiie  corresponding  part  on  the  lofteide  was  firm,  t 
almqst  more  so  than  usnal,  and  on  slicing  the  hemi- 
spheres,  the  jlilaody  poinu  wbm  mbre  Bttmerouson  tbej 
right  side  than  on  the  left;  the  basis  of  thebraia  pre-, 
rented  nothing  umisual,  bat  the  arterieifwere  all,  more 
or  less,.in«  state  of  disesse^  especially  tbe  vertebtats 
-Bnd  the.  basilar. 

September  30, 184r. 
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DILATATION  OF  THE  JUGHT  AURItLE  IN 
A  NEW-BORN  INFANT,  FATAL  ON  THE 
SEVENTH  DAY. 

By/d.  O.  Sioif  AK,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  Pan^bam. 

RkhaNi  JatretTa  infmit,  horn  on  tiie  aith;«f 
VvfmAtr,  IBiTt  .w^  weUlarmad  «Bd  api«i:eot]y 
taa^Hr  hiie^. ,  ilftoofcthe.^MAst  wdl  aid  tfaomd 


BO  symptoms  of  disease  aatil  the  evening  of  the 
day,  (the  14th,)  wheo  the  Burse  aoticed  that  its 
breathiBg  was  somewhat  dilBcult ;  it  had  a  slight  eovHli 
aad  brought  up  a  vieeid  muoous  expeetoraliOB,  tiagad 
with  blood.  These  symptome  coBtinued  throughout 
^e  foitowkig  day. 

I  was  requcatad  to  see  the  iufant  on  tbe  16thr  u^e»  I 
found  it  suffering  from  the  g^eaieat  dificuUy  M. 
breathing,  occasioaed  by  the  very  oopioBS'  vjaci4 
mucous  secretiOB  which  It  couhl  BOt  get  rid  of,  blodc- 
ing  up  the  ahvpassagee,  aad  causiog  a«ch  au  amoBotof 
obetraetioB  to  the  respiraCioa,  as  to  threaten  suffooation  i 
the  bMi»  also  auffsred  much  from  the  conae<iaeat 
coBgestion,  aad  the  infant  was  frequaatly  convnise^.- 
The  only  relief  that  it  appearsd  to  get  dniiag  theee- 
paeofltyems,  was  by  turning  it  on  its  abdomen  and  thuB 
facilitatiBg  the  getting  rid  of  the  mucus.  I  ordered  the 
infanta  warm  bath,  which  afforded  some  reliefs  the 
bowels  were  very  much  relaxed,  bat  there  was  a 
greaf  deficiency  of  bile  in  the  excretions ;  it  passed  no 
water;  it  was  unable  to  feed  from  the  third  day. 

AU  the  symptoms  increased  in  urgenqy  until  the 
seventh  day,  when  it  was  attai:ked  with  a  passive 
polmoaary  biemorrbage  of  dark  grj^moos  blopd,  <and 
died  very  shortly,  in  thegreatest  distressyin  coandsipus. 

I  made  a  pott-mortem  examination  about  thirty-aiz 
hours  after  death,-  and  the  folkMring  were  thoappear-^ 
ances :— The  infant  was  of  ordinary  size»  well-fonned, 
and  ^eU-nooriahed,  although  beginning' to  waste*  Oa 
opaaiag  the.thonur,  I  fotaad  the  antcdor  and  soparior 
parts  -very  nidch  congested,  particularly  the  external 
andiotornnl  juguUni;  the  lungs  wereaaaliand  also  Very 
-nmeii  oongested ;  there  was  a  considerable  effuaioB  of 
semm  Mk  tbe  pericardium,  and  the  heart  was  very  mooh 
eaJarged;  the  right  ailriole  was  dihited  to  such  im 
extent  as  to  form  a  loose  bag  covering  the  base  of  the 
oigaa.  and  vity  mmek  ottetmAted ;  the  right  ventricle 
was  dilated,  and  tbe  auricolo-ventricolar  opeatBg 
appeared  too  large  for  the  valve  to  close.  I  could,  ndt 
diseorer  any  disease  of  tbe  valves.  The  left  auride 
was  also  dihited,  but  the  left  ventricle  preeented 
nothing  peculiar ;  the  foramen  ovale  «as« closed* 

The  liver  waa  enormonsly  onlaiged  a^  cQugpesffl, 
aad.iclt  through  the  parietes,  as  alssge  ehdoasiaBl 
tumour,  exteading  into  the  left  hyp^pastrie  region;; 
the  gall-bladder  waa.distcBded  with  iaspiaMtod  hile^ 
the  other,  viscera  preaented  no  peculiar  appeanuiocB» 
beyond  beiag  eoagested. 

I  imsiguo  that  the  cause  of  death  Was  .kf0eni..the 
ob8teBCtion.to  thedrenlationon  the  right  side? of  the 
heart,  in  oOnsequeBce  of  IhO'diletetSoii  by  Atlaaudtieii 
oC  the. right  auricle,  ahd  thus. rendering- it  iaoapahlB 
olpetfbhiiBgilBfdnetioaa.  The  mother  of  tUBchsId 
has*lost  tmorehiidiBniheioiiat  each  haviqgdiedsnddeBi|y 
when  about  a  fortnighfr^r  three  week* oU,a]id(«eaiadl- 
iag  to  the  aedBuftt  of  (hei  friends  sritii  aauehifthmtamo 
'synptoBM,  eacoept  tbe :  seoood* .  ■  which. :  died;  Blittolt 
ei|ddeBly,^«*^  mufb-ao,  as  In  eBOite<i 
an  to  its  iowiw died.  from.  oatninL.oaBseB^r 
tnqntttwastheld  npeuJt;  I  havoiB— srmtteBdaMi  tim 
DAotbei^  hn^  fram;  tho'^aeoouBt  theOhiandaffaui  na^ 


I  Im  Millie  tiiat  iht  h4t  diseain-if  thtihiaHL 


SPONTANEOUS  RUPTtTRE  OF  THE  UTERUS 


705 


SPONTANEOUS  RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTEIJ^US. 
BEFORE  LABOUR.  ..%,,, 

"By  Thqmas  F.  Brownbii^ll,  Eaq.,  Surgeon  to  the 

Salfor(I  Workhouie. 

M.  A.  GloFer,  aged  28  yean,  was  of  rather  short 
•tttiire,  well  proportioned,  and  bad  a  healthy  appear- 
ance*  She  had  been- married  about  eight  yean.  In 
ten  tnontlifl  aflar  her  marriage,  after  an  ordinary  laboar 
of  iIkhiS  nine  lioun' duration,  »he  gave  birth  to  a  foil- 
grown  female  child,  wliteh.  lived  about  four  months. 
Spon  after  labour,  which  I  undentand  was  quite 
natnral,  aba  was  seized  with  convulsions,  followed' by 
dfUdonA*  &c.>  which,  costinuiog  for  a  week  or  u^n 
dayii  vobsdqiienUy  resulted  in  an  attack  of  puerperal 
mmf^  for  whic)&  she  was  afterwards  admitted  into  the 
Maachester  Workhous^e.  Here  sba  remained  abflpit.two 
months,  and  as  no  improvement  had  taken  place,  was 
then  sent  to  Lancaster  Asylum,  whence,  having  been 
confined  seven  or  eight  months,  she  was  disch^^t^p^ 
cured,  and  from  that  until  the  present  time,  has  eojoyed 
uninterrupted  good  health,  having  been  separated 
from  her  husband  during  most  of  the  time  since  her 
last  confinement.  She  again  became  pregnant,  and  was 
admitted  into  the  Salford  Workhouse  on  the  4  th  of 
November  last,  in  order  to  lie  in. 

She  stated  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventh 
month  of  gestation,  whilst  hanging  out  some  clothes, 
she  received  a  fall,  which  shook  her  violently,  but  did 
not  oansa  her  either  then  or  afterwards  any  partictflar 
pain.  On  the  20  th  of  November,  at  6  ikm.^  after 
having  passed  a  restless  night,  with  occasftnal  slfght 
uterine  pains,  she  began  to  vomit.  This  was  followed 
by  several  pretty  strong  pains,  during  one  of  which  she 
experienced  (to  use  her  own  expression,)  a  severe  crack 
in  the  back,  with  a  feeling  of  something  suddenly  giving 
way  in  her  inside,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
discbarge  of  liquor  amnii  from  the  vagina.  The  widwife, 
Mn.  Livsey,  (an  intelligent  and  experienced  person,) 
was  accordingly  sent  for,  and  was  soon  in  attendance. 
She  found  upon  eiamination  the  os  uteri  nearly  closed, 
hard,  and  incapable  of  admitting  the  point  of  tbe 
finger ;  there  was  a  slight  discbarge  of  a  dark  brown 
colour  from  the  vagina ;  the  patient  had  vomited  the 
contents  of  the  stomach,  and  the  pains  had  altogether 
subsided.  Under  these  circumstances  she  left  her,  and 
found  on  her  return  at  3  p.m.,  that  she  had  had  no  pain 
during  her  absence ;  the  os  uteri  was  lower  down,  and 
more  yiel^ng,  though  not  tn  the  least  dilated,  and  a 
slight  discharge  of  water,  tinged  with  blood,  escajjped 
whilst  making  the  examination.  She  had  not  slept,  nor 
felt  the  motion  of  the  child  since.  Soon  after  the 
waters  broke.    A  dose  of  castor  oil  was  now  ordered. 

On  visiting  her  the  following  evening,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  governor  of  the  workhouse,  I  foa|hi| 
the  oil  had  been  rejected. by  the  stomach,  and  the 
vomiting  had  continued  more  or  less  to  the  present 
time,  the  matter  at  first  being  of  a  greenish  yellow,  and 
afterwariis  of  a  chocolate  colour;  labour  had  not  in  the 
least  progressed,  the  os  nteri  remaitiing  as  before,  if 
anything,  more  contracted;  had  no  palps;  complained 
of  being  weak  and  poorly,  and  although  several  opiates 
had  ai  short  Intervals  been  administered,  she  had  as 
yet  liot  ^ept;  afidiHth  a  feeble  pulse;  her  countenance 
nolrbe^aii>tO'aftiHue'ftnaMlon»exprk'88ion«'    • 
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short  periods,  but  this  state  soon  gave  way  to  extreme 
restlessness,  almost  incessantly  requiring  her  positron 
to  be  altered.    She  now  complained  of  severe  pain  in 
the  middle  of  her  back,  atid  her  pulse  was  evidently  ' 
sinking.    Between  one  and  two  o'clock  her  breathing ' 
became  laborious,    her  finger  nails  turned   livid,  a' 
continued  gasping  followed,  and  in  this  state  she  died. 
The  body  was  inspected  twvnty-four  houn  after 
death,  in  the  presence  of  several  medical  friends,  and 
Mr.  Roberta,  the  Qovsmor.    The  abdomen  vasfonnd 
to  contain  a  large  quantity  (aj>o^t  |wq  pints,)  of  dark« 
coloured  uncoagulated  blood,  probably  diluted  with  a 
portion,  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and  this  being  partially 
removed,  the  first  object  that  presented  itself,  entirely 
excluded  from  the  womb,  and  partially  covered  by-  the 
omentum  and  smajl  intestines^  was  a  full-grown  male 
child,  that  had  evidently  been  dead  aeveral  days,  the 
fint  stage  of  putrefaction  having  commenced.     On. 
partially  removing  the  child,  which  lay  with  its  left 
shoulder  to  the  womb,  a  large  rupture  of  this  organ 
was  observed,  extending   from    the    centre    of   the  . 
fundus  posteriorly  along  its  whole  length  as  far  as  the 
OS  uteri,  leaving  only  a  narrow  rim  surrounding  it^ 
and  through  which  the  child  had  escaped  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.    The  length  of  the  opening 
was  about  seven  inches,  and  the  uterus  which  seemed 
perfectly  healthy^  was  well  contracted  over  the  firmly* 
adherent  placenta. 

In  the  above  unfortunate  case  there  are  several 
points  worthy  of  general  notice,  and  which'  are  of  ' 
peculiar  interest  to  the  obstetrician.    The  patient  was 
at  the  end  of  her  calculation,  and  had  a  welLfbrmed  ' 
pelvis;  the  child  was  full  gvowof  of  average  eiie,also 
well  formed,  and  there  existed  between  the  two  nd  - 
disparity  which  would  prevent  the  one  easily  passing^ 
through  the  other,  supposing  the  presentation  to  •  be 
natural.    From  the  time  she  fint  began  to  complain,  ' 
up  to  her  death,  there  was  not  the  slightest  pressuro 
downwards ;  the  os  uteri  was  not  at  all  dilated,  and 
firmly  resisted  the  introduction  of  the  finger  points 
which  effectually  prevented  me  ascertaining  the  pre-^ 
sentation  of  the  child,  nor  was  there  any  particulat 
point  or  bulging  perceptible  in  any  part  surrounding 
the  08  uteri,  by  which  I  could  recognize  its  position. 
Tbe  OB  nteri  projected  downward  a  little  way  Into  the 
vagina,  and  above  it  Seemed  to  lead  to  an  obliterated 
cervix.    Notwithstanding  •  this  state  of  thuags,  f rom  ' 
the  total  absence  since  the  fint  commencemeftt  of 
anything  like  strong  or  bearing  down  labour  pains,' 
even  at  the  time  the  waten  escaped,  it  never  occnrted 
to  me  that  the  uterus  had  probably  ruptured,  whi^ 
fact  I  first  discovered  at  the  poit^moriem  examination. 

The  cause  of  therupture  is  involved  in  much  obscurily.  < 
She  had  not  over  exerted  herself,  nor  had  she  received 
any  bodily  injury  since  the  time  she  fell,  and  the 
shake  the  fall  occaaioaed  was  not  followed  by  any 
soreness,  or  other  inconvenience.    Towards  the  end  of 
gestation,  she  wss  often  low  spirited,  and  entertained 
a  presentiment  to  which  she  often  gave  expiessionV 
that  she  should  not  surrive  the  birth  of  her  child* 
There  was  no  softening  of  stricture  in  the  uterus,  i|0C 
any  indications  of  previous  inflammation.    The  sur« 
bounding  soft  parts  were  healthjr;  th^  uspal  pr^cMp- 
pQsing  and  exciting  causes  were  all  al^sent.    Even ., 
supposing  there  was  mal*position  of  the  fcstus,  tl^t ., 
ihe  wall  of  (he  utenu  ithould  be  eixdangercd  iron  luek 
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trivial  ptdDM  leemB  nirprittDg.  The  case  altogether 
U  remarkable,  and  it  presents  an  instance  of  the  least^ 
I  believe.,  in  frequency,— viz.,  the  longitadinal  mptnre 
of  this  organ  extending  from  the  centre  ojf  the  fundus 
posteriorly  in  a  straight  direction,  to  within  half  an 
inch  of  the  posterior  centre  of  the  os  uteris 


ON  TURNINO  IN  LABOURS  RENDERED 
DIFnCULT  BY  DISTORTION  OF  THE 
^ELVIS. 

to  thb  bditor  07  the  provincial  medical  and 
surgical  jovrnal. 
Sir, 
Yonr  lAst  number  contains  some  remarks  made  by 
Dr.'  Simpson  on  my  paper,  on  **  Turning  in  Labours 
rendered  diflcult  by  Distortion  of  the  Pelris,"  to  be 
found  in  your  Journal,  July  27th,  1847,  page  403. 
Dr.  Simpson   says,  that   '*Dr.   Radford    avoids  all 
allusion,  by  name,  or  reference  at  least,  to  the  prerious 
obserrations  I  bad  ventured  to  offer,  ftc."    I  freely 
admit  I  did  not  refer  to  Dr,  Simpson's  obserrations, 
and  the  chief  ground  why  I  did  not  do   so,   was, 
that  Professor  Velpeau  had  first  recommended,  and 
upon  principle,  adopted  this  practice.    I  was  aware 
at  the  same  time  that  Smellie  had  turned  in  such 
cases;  I  also  omitted  to  mention  his  name,  because 
I  considered  Velpeau  was  entitled  to  the  merit,  if 
any,  of  first  bringing  this  practice  before  the  pro- 
fession, and  at  the  same  time  expounding  bis  rtnson 
why  he  adopted  it    Dr.  Simpson  has  kindly  spoken  of 
the  principle  which  has  influenced  me  to  place  value  on 
any  practice  which  can  safely  supefseds  the  murderous 
operation  of  the  crotchet,  and  I  can  assure  him  that  I 
shall,  as  far  as  my  bumble  efforts  go,   at  all    times 
endeavour  to  expunge  it  from  our  obstetrical  code. 

Dr.  Simpson  further  says,  "  He,*'  (Dr.  Radford*) 
"  propounds  the  practice  to  his  readers,  as  if  it  were  a 
new  and  origioal  suggestion  on  his  own  part,  as  far  as 
British  midwifery  is  concerned.'*  In  answer  to  this 
charge,  I  can  sincerely  declare  I  had  no  such  intention  { 
and  I  think  if  Dr.  Simpson  will  take  the  trouble. again 
to  refsr  to  and  consider  my  remarks,  he,  and  all  others 
who  carffuUy  read  them,  wiii  OODclttdei  that  they  go 
to*  guard  the  practitioner  against  incautiously  adopting 
this  practice,  and  to  point  OQt  the  uncertainty  of 
aocuratenlstffoe  pelvic  measurement. 

During  my  practicoy  I  have  in  several  instances  heard 
country  practitionera  mention  that  they  turned  the 
child  when  the  pelvis  was  slightly  distorted. 

To  shew  that  I  have  long  been  aware  that  in  some 
cases  of  distortion  of  the  pelvis,  even  when  extreme, 
the  child  may  be  brought  through  in  consequence  of 
presenting  footling,  I  will  give  a  short  abstract  of  a 
case  which  came  before  me  some  yeas^  ago,  and 
which,  with  two  or'  three  others  which  point  out  the 
yielding  of  the  pelvic  bones,  when  affected  with 
mpUities  ossium,  during  labour,  shall  be  fnUy  reported 
to  ibis' profession. 

CAsb.— >Kitfy  Banks,  residing  at  Bolton  by  Bowland, 
aged  36  years,  eighth  pregnancy,  a  patient  of  Mr. 
Guttabg,  of  Clithero,  from  whom  all  the  particnlan 
Irii  derived.  December  19th,  1835,  Mr*  Gantang  con- 
flolted  me  on  the  case.  PdNris  distorted  from  mala- 
costoons  shape  trilobedj  meaaaret  from  symphysit 


pubis  to  sacrum  2  inches  and  4-lOtha;  from  sacrum 
to^-tfto  angle  formed  by  the  bending  of  the  pubie 
boMS^  1  inch  and  8-lOths ; .  across  between  the 
approximating  pubic  bones,  3-4 ths  of  an  inch.  The- 
largest  circle  to  be  described  does  not  excised  1  ineli 
and  3-10th8.  There  is  little  differenee  in  the  apnea 
on  either  side.  My  opinion  was  that  the  Cissrsan . 
sectioQ  would  be  required,  and  I  offered  my  aervioes»  if 
necessary.  January  8th,  1836.  Further  eonsultatioii. 
February  9th.  A  statement  received  of  the  teminatiim 
of  the  case.  February  10th.  A  more  ciffcumstinHal 
report ;'  in  labour  six  to  seven  hoan ;  liquor  amnlf 
discharged^  ^ft/boi,  and  a  coU  of  a  flaccid,  pulwlessy 
funi^  presented ;  pains  very  violent,  and  frequent.  The 
body  of  the  child  was  forced  down,  apparantly  without 
much  difliculty ;  when  the  head  came  to  offer,  It  wan 
deemed  right  to  perforate  it,  as  the  child  was  already 
dead.  •  It  was  readily  drawn  through.  The  bones  of  the 
pelfis  were  observed  to  yield  during  the  time  of  the 
pressure  produced  on  the  child  by  each  pain,  and  also 
during  its  extraclion.  On  removing  the  placenta,  tha 
peivis  was  examined,  and  eaA  bone  foond  to  faava 
assumed  its  previous  distorted  relative  position. 

I  iball  make  no  further  comments  now  on  this 
case,  except  to  say,  that  it  forms  a  most  important 
example  of  the  wedge-like  shape  of  the  cone  o^  the 
child,  body  presenting  footling,  tliereby  dilating  the 
softened  pelvic  bones. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
y .  Yours  most  respectfully, 

^  THOMAS  RADFORD. 

Manchester,  December  17,  1847. 

PROVINCIAL 

inimical  ^  Surgical  Sournal^ 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  29,  1847. 


I'  !  .. 


The  large  portion  of  the  present  nudaber, 
which  we  are  compelled  to  devote  to  the  lodex^ 
renders  it  impracticable  to  do  more  than  very 
Ibriefly  refer  to  a  subject  of  pressing  importances 
We  allude  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Poor-Law  Medical  Officers.  A  notice  has 
been  issued  by  the  Committee  acknowlediging 
the  receipt  of  many  replies  to  their  circular  of 
inquiry,  at  tbe  same  time  stating  that  a  large 
number  still  remain  unreturned.  In  this  notice 
we  find  the  subjoined  passage  :•— 

<'  It  has  been  intimated  to  the  Committee  that 
some  medical  men  are  deterred  from  sending 
their  answers,  by  apprehension  of  the  displeasure 
of  tbe  Guardians.  As  the  Committee  is  engaged 
in  no  party  or  querulous  undertakings  and  merely 
asks  the  statement  of  facts  for  the  elucidation 
e»f  txuth^  it  can  scarcely  believe  that  it  would 
b«::4biBg  justice  to  any  Board  of  Guardians,  or 
i5  any  individual  members  ef  sneh  a  Boaidj  to 
Admit  that  theyoonld  employ  tlireets  or  ether 
unworthy  influence  to  prevedt  the  retwm  of  the 
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answer!  which  have  been  required.  Buiahpuld 
it  happen  that  any  guardian  or  subordinate 
-offieer^  thrpugh  misapprehension,  has^^Seen 
iadliioed  to  emptoy  meaaeee  te  prevent  the 
^relvrfts  being  made,  the  Committee  wqnM 
encourage  the  subject  of  such  menaces  not  to 
allow  himself  to  be  intimidated  by  them,  but  to 
rely  with  eonfidenoe  in  the  justice  of  his  causoj 
and  In  the  fall  aesoranee  that  the  best  protection 
against  such  influence  is  to  be  found  in  tranquil 
publicity  and  steady  persererance  in  the  path 
of  duty/' 

We  would  fain  hope  that  no  such  intimidation 
can  be  used  in  this  country—- that  no  Board  of 
•-Guardians,  nor  any  subordinate  officer  attached 
to  them»  would  dare  thus  to  interfere  with  the 
Englishman's  privilege  of  freely  expressing  his 
opinions,  and  making  known  his  grievances; 
but  under  any  circumstanees  there  can  be  no 
^ueslion  of  the  soundness  of  the  advice  given 
by  the  Committee. 

It  is  requested  that  the  returns  may  now  be 
aent  up  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  the 
7th  of  January  is  named  as  the  latest  day  for 
reception.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Committee 
wiU  then  have  an  important  and  laborious  duty 
to  perform  in  reducing  the  documents  before 
them  into  order,  in  arranging  the  information 
which  they  'contain,  and  in  drawing  the  een- 
olusions  which  they  may  afford.  The  time  left 
for  the  fitting  performance  of  this  duty  will 
not  be  more  than  is  barely  sufficient  before  the 
period  arrives  at  which  the  information  thus 
collected  can  best  be  used  with  effect,  and  we 
bope  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Association 
will  not  be  found  wanting  in  at  once  sending 
up  the  returns  applied  for. 


9torecliing0  of  ^otietf  C0< 


SHEFHELD  MEDICAL  SOCIETT. 
Seventh  Senion.— Third  MscUog ,  November  4tb,  1847. 
Mr.  TusTON  in  the  Chair.  1.0% 

DISBASID     HBART:     JAUNDICE. 

Mr.  Hunter  eihibited  the  heart  of  a  mao  aged  70,  who 
hid  a  tomonr,  (bard,  roupd,  aod  distended,)  ia  the  right 
bypochondriom.  The  Am  was  jaaadioed ;  faoei  white; 
nrine  darkFedanied.  No  cheat  ajmptoiDs.  He 'died 
comatoie.  On  eautaination  po»t.mwrtem,  the  gall  bfcdtof 
waa  fooad  greatly  diataodcd  with  white  bile,  transparent, 
and  mneb  lilEelyanph;  there  were  many  calcali,  white, 
haidfe  and  glased,  in  the  gall-bag,  and  one  in  the  oommoa 
duet;    the  liver  wu  coogeited  with  white  bile;  the 


coronary  arteries  of  the  heart  were  ^tteaaively  ossilM, 
aome  pieees  of  bone,  being  aa  inch  and  a  half  l«ag» 
eaabraciog  tlie  whole  artery ;  the  muicalar  substance  of 
the  heart  wu  wasted,  aoft,  and  fat 

DILATATION  OF  TBI   BBAST  :    DISIASBD   ▼AX.VIS*    • 

Dr.  de  Bartolone  exhibited  the  heart  of  a  married 
woman,  who  had  never  borne  children,  aged  44.  Ia 
May  laat  she  became  an  inflrmaiy  patient,  wfRniog  from 
severe  dyapepeta«  On  examination  a  lood  murmur  over  the 
I  aortic  valves,  aoeompaoying  the  first  sound  of  the  hear^ 
and  an  indistinct  sound  of  the  mitral  valve  likewi^Twith 
the  first  sound.  She  sUted  that  she  had  sniTered  from 
disease  of  the  heart  for  some  years,  and  for  the  last  tea 
moatha  had  laboured  under  diarrhcsa,  the  conaeqaenee 
of  want.  She  remained  in  the  infirmary  until  the  middle 
of  August,  when  she  wu  discharged  relieved,  hergsqaral 
health  being  much  improved,  and  she  had  gained  fleah. 
The  treatment  had  been  directed  exeluaively  to  the 
improvement  of  her  general  health,  u  it  wu  conaidercd 
that  the  heart  disease  was  beyond  the  reach  of  medicine. 

On  the  30th  of  October  she  died,  and  wu  examined  on 
the  Ist  of  November.  The  left  ventricle,  and  especially 
the  auriculo-ventricular  orifice,  wu  very  moch  dilated ; 
around  the  edges  of  the  mitral  valve,  and  particularly  at 
the  ai'icu  of  Uie  segments,  a  yellow  fibrinous  snbslanc^ 
was  deposited  ;  the  aortic  valves  were  puckered,  and 
their  free  edges  rather  contracted,  and  at  their  root  was  a 
deposit  of  lymph,  of  long  standing ;  the  aortic  orifice 
was  preternaturally  large,  and  the  arch  of  the  aorta 
sacculated ;  the  right  cavitiu  of  the  heart  were  slightly 
dilated ;  the  longs  hepatiied  in  various  placu,  and  mnch 
infiltrated,  u  after  intense  pneamonia. 

Mr.  Chesman  then  detailed  two  cases  of  disease  of  the 
noalrils:— 

INVLAMXATION  AND  XNOUBATION  OV  TBI  NABBS. 

A  married  female,  aged  40,  childless,  of  aaagntne 
temperament,  came  under  hia  care  in  Pebruaiy,  1846, 
aoifltting  from  an  apparently  malignant  aflhetioo  of  thenose* 
In  1842  she  had,  after  suddea  suppression  of  SMnatrua* 
tioa,  been  attacked  with  deep-seated  and  Umciaatiog 
pains  in  the  hypogastric  region ;  the  oe  uteri  wu  puck* 
ered,  hard,  and  extremely  sensible  to  the  touch ;  there 
wu  no  discharge.  This  wu  relieved  by  leeches,  Ac., 
but  the  pain  continued,  although  subdued.  Hot  baths 
were  had  reeonrte  to,  with  injections  strongly  impregnated 
with  the  extract  of  belladonna,  with  very  marked  reliell 
She  took  the  tincture  of  iodine  internally,  with  other 
remedies  and  after  some  time  she  gradually  recovered, 
and  the  utema  resumed  ita  usual  menstroal  function. 
In  February,  1846,  she  again  came  under  treatment  for 
her  nose,  which  pruented  the  following  appearance:— 
A  diroaic  infiammation  of  the  iategunwuts  of  the  apex 
and  dorsum,  with  small  tnbeveln  of  an  indolent  character, 
and  accompanied  with  lancinating  pain.  The  immedialo 
point  of  the  Hoae,  en  iu  right  aide,  wu  excavated  or 
flmured,  from  the  iodorated  and  thickened  aUte  of  the 
adjoining  parts,  and  gave  exit  to  an  acrid  diachsige 
which  excoriated  the  contiguous  surface.  The  foUpwisf 
ointment  wu  ordered  to  be  used  three  timu  a  day :— 

R.  Extr.  Conit.,  dr.  j.;  Extr.  BelUdonns,  dr.  m.;    \ 
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,\Ja§,  Cft«M^  oir  M.  ,  M»  Fat  Vog,     lo  AddUm, 

Tbif  ftrwtiMAl  Wit  cootiDa«d  «  vatk  withoai  Avwd- 
mtnU when tiactnrt pf  ioduic«  and  PluoinM^'f pUlweiv 
«ihlbiled.  Six  dayi  after  the  report  is  no  belter  in  any 
rei|^igt;<  TliewidiaiDegiMii:iraeraeMl«vi:«>»      • 

R,  £xtr«ConiU  ilr.  j.  v  lodidi  Araenici,  gr.  iij ;  Pnhr. 
Bheii  aer.  j.  M.  et  dWide  jn  pil.,  zxi?.  Som.  j.  node 
VMMeqoe.  Empl.  L^rttap  Nacbe.  To  be  dreased  witli 
MvJne  cerate. 

Thia  treatment  waa  continued  until  the  9ih  of  May^ 
nhen  aoDf  irritability  of  atoaiiach  cane  on,  with  aickoets 
«n4  general  Abdominal  uneasiness,  but  this  soon  dia- 
tppearedy  and  ahe  was  diacharged  cured  on  the  2Dd  of 
June. 

DLCIEATIOlf  OP  TBS  aiPTOM  Jf^ltiPM. 

A  maltster,  aged  46,  of  a  spare  attenuated  frame,  and 
temperate  habits,  was  attended  by  Mr,  Chesman,  in 
Pebniary,  1846,  for  an  attack  of  general  febrile  irrila- 
tion»  with  coryza.  After  a  ahort  time  he  recovered  with 
a  degree  of  suffusion  and  stuffing  of  the  nostrils.  Two 
or  three  years  ago  he  was  accnstomed  to  a  scorbutic 
eruption  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  aliended  with  a  good 
deal  of  itching  and  uneasiness^  but  which  has  disappeared 
nnoe  the  noatrite  became  affected. 

May  5th.  Nostrils  examined  by  means  of  auroscope, 
and  a  small  excavated  ulcer  detected  on  the  left  aide  of 
the  septum,  anterior  to  the  vomer,  about  the  size  of  a 
pea.  General  health  bad;  complains  of  great  weak- 
ness; had  slight  gononhoea  when  a  young  man.  A 
iolution  of  ten  grains  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ounce 
of  water,  was  brushed  freely  over  the  ulcer,  and  the 
iodide  of  potass  in  Dec.  Sarsde  taken  internally.  Under 
Ahie  treataaent  be  gradual^  recovered,  and  omitted  the 
medicines  November  28ih.) 

March  lOih,  1847.  Has  had  a  recurrence  of  his  catarrh, 
attended  with  febrile 'Asturbanee.  On  examining  the 
tnetails  the'uloer  is  found  to  have  perforated  the  septnm ; 
and  there  ia  also  a  amall  ulcer  on  each  ala,  opposite  the 
one  on  theaeptuu.  The  nitrate  of  silver  and  cathaitica 
were  applied. 

*  Maeeh  ^Stfa*.  The  small  ulcere  healed,  but  the  one  in 
the  septum  extended.  Continue  the  application,  and 
take  twelve  drops  -of  the  tincture  of  iodine. 

He  continued  the  same  treatment  without  any  diminution 
in  the  size  of  the  nker,  until  May  13th,  when  the  nicer  ia 
reported  to  be  extended,  and  an  atlack  of  inflammation  of 
the  mueoua  membtee^  nose,  eyei^.and  thioal»,ha8  come 
OB,  which  yielded  in.  a  few  cUyaw  Hie  general  health 
waa  much  improved  by  fMidiof  aone  woeka  at. the 
«ea  aide,  hot  aa  the  nlcenriion  eoationed-to  incrinv 
attended  with  arcainena  incraatalien,  be  took  the ndrait- 
iag»^^of  «  Tiait  to  town,  to  get  theofmilon  of  an  eminent 
^mf  ioftt.  This  geutkaMn  reported  that  afier  n  inery  hi^ 
praotieer  he  bad-  only  sees  a  few  caaae^  which  gndoaHy 
bad  tome  on  very  inaidionaly,  prodncing  little  disfignr»> 
aient^  and  little  nneaaineas,  until  advanced;  they  were 
ynicfaUy  tediooa,  but  did  reoover  eventtelly,  under  the 
•ppHeallott  of  the  citrine  ointaaeat,  and  the  exhibition  of 
aareaparilia.  Thia  treatment  haa  been  conthitied  in  thia 
ease' over  since,  and  the  appearance  of  tiie  nostril  remaioa 
Bt^iiosaiy. 


^,J^  the  diaeusaion  that  eniued,  Mr.  Jackson  mcitiooed 
^f§mo(  ulceration  and  perforation  of  the  septum,  where 
cicaMiaation  took  place  and  idtimaleiy  got  well,  leaving 
a  perfonttion,  under  tin  applieatioir  of  t!m  mMto  of 
Mtt^  Thi^oilginof  the  ■iwhiuliwddaiot  bdaateflaaWT, 
bnt itwaf  tiigfid not  t» be .afphtiitie,  uthebMeaoC 
theaoet  did  not  salfcr. 


BiRttiN^HAM  Pathological  socrtrr, 

Anguat  5th,  1847. 
Pbbobrick  Rtlamd,  Ekq.,  in  the  Chair. 

A|IXI7U$M.0V  TSX   AOETA* 

Me.  RfaaMl]  eshlbiced  to  the  Society  a  heart  aBd* 
portion  of  the  aoru,  having  two  amall  aneuriama»  frooa 
the  rupture  of  one  of  which  the  patient  died. 

August  3rd,  at  half-past  three,  p.m.,  I  was  sent  for 
hurriedly  to  Mr.  G.,  aged  41.    1  found  him  in  his  bar, 
in  a  chair,  aupported  by  two  men ;  he  waa  perfectly 
insenable;  hia  breathing  atertorona;  handa  cold,  aaA 
pulae  scarcely  to  be  felt ;  pupila  contracted.  I  attempted 
to  give  him  aome  brandy,  but  in  the  attempt  to  swallow 
it  he  was  nearly  suffocated;  I  thought  him  dying,  but 
in  about  ten  minutes  he  roused  from  the  irritation  of 
the  glottis,  excited  by  the  brandy.    He  compianied  of 
inteoae  pain  in  the  bowela,  and  waa  very  UTgtnt  to  b^ 
allowed  to  go  to  the  privy ;  he  waa  dragged  thither* 
but  with  very  little  effect.    He  was  then  carried  to 
bed,' mnch  against  hia  will ;  he  waa  in  dreadful  pain  ii^ 
hia  howeli.    Opium,  and  then  opinm  and  ether  werft 
given;  a  mustard  plaster  and  hot  briclie  were  uae^ 
without  benefit ;  hia  skin  continued  cold,  pulse  scarcely 
perceptible.    I  twice  listened  to  the  sound  of  the 
heart.     On  the  first  occasion  I  could  scarcely  dia«- 
tinguilh  any  beat;  after  the  patient  bad  aomewlial 
revived  I  eonld  hear  the  drat  aonnd  only.    He  diad 
at  five  o'clock,  (one  hour  and  a  half  alter  the  aeizure.) 
He  was  sensible  At  timea,  and  made  aeveral  inquiriea 
after  hia  business  concerns.    At  times  his  skin  waa- 
bine.    The  impreeaioa  of  myaelf  and  Dr.  fiieel^  at 
firsts  fnMn  the  seivere  pain  and  biaeneiai..wM  that  it 
was  an  attack  of  aevere  spasmodic  cholera.    He  waf 
jntiier  a  large  man,  somewhat  fat,  with  a  hearty  com- 
plexion, of  regular  habita,  and^ood  preTiooa  Jiealik; 
cannot  discover  that  he  complained  of  any  aymptoma 
of  diaeaae.    He  had  dined  at  pae  o'^dock*  and  after 
dinner  waa  talking  to  i^  /riend,  when  he  auddenly  fell 
in  a  atate  of  insensibility. 

Sfciio  eaddverii  fifteen  hours  after  death  •.'—The  face 
had.a  blniab  tinge ;  nutrition  very  good ;  coaaidemhlf 
t^^ckneaa  of  subcutaneous  fat,  and  a  fatty  omentum. 
The  inteatinea  were  perfectly  healthy.  On  opening 
the  pericardium  aooae  dark  bloody  aecuio.  flowed  out;, 
a  firm  clot  of  dark  blood  covered  the  whole  outer  aorface 
of  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart ;  it  waa  abbnt  hsdf -an 
inch  thick  at  its  thicfceet  part,  and  beeMM  gradhaiHy 
quite  thfai  at  its  edge;  it  waa  raiaed  with^peifeet'  elMf 
BO.  chit  on  any  other  part  of  the! -heart  On  tha 
anterior  aqrfiaoeiif.  the  aorta,  and  jaatabdvatiialiaaa- 
fii.  thfa  right  vealricle,  waa.  a  pfomiaeace  liiBB^tiia 
umhiiiquB  of  a  maa*  abotnt  the  aixe  of  thfran&:af  .aqr 
aeeoad  flnger,  and  of  a  dee^  wd  cohHiri  wheawtbl 
artciy  waa  opimed  thia  proved  to  bc^  a  aaiaU  anepiian. 


MtmcAt  rraiGs. 


p»i"ffr*R"  ■ 


rod 


Tmir  tiU-t«iiel,  tato  whieb  (be  e  M  of  ilry  tMoriA  Asgw 
jiM^iiferM ;  4li  #illi  tMriiled  of  Hia^iiiMr  lft#Mtbr 
■ilKriAl   etel^  tiM  uidMli  eoftt    tenBinaMd!  ^i^^^tlM 
o^Moy  info  it;  Iq  its  upper  part  tten ^ivu'tf  ?iry 
fiM  ftMore  whiefa  wm^  fiif  teen  by  ile  e«clMfaif  t 
lime  blo6ds  the  opeiilBg  llbM  ^omed^wte  elUI  pertly 
cleeed  by  oellnler  ti»ae,   not  ^ite  tepeniM.    la 
oMtringf  the  eerfe  to  evoid  tbiB  atteoriiD,  I  oaforto. 
neteiy  eat  Into  « leeend  one^  aoaeirkat  larger,  eapable 
of  edniaininffawahrat;  ihisiMe  skaated  about  half 
aaineb  to  Ibe  rijsbt  of  tbe  foMner,  and  a  ifet^rlower, 
openiiif  }a8t  abore  tbe  wtlvw  of  the  artery  $  the  openbiy 
into  hr  aeeoied  to  btve  been  laige  enough  to  admit  tbe 
fitfitHttjier  freely.   TMi  •nenwaanfeetedon  the  baeeef 
tUtf  hearty  and  its^  eaWty  waa,  in  part,>  eacloted  hf  the 
«vifde,  ife^nvUs  Arm;  the  middle  -eont  of  the  artery 
^ceMaed  at  tbe  opeolag  into  itby  «  prominent  Buu||ia ; 
it^dld  not  contain  any  clot,  and  thia  eiicumManee^  with 
4tift)dtie%  prorenting  any  caternnl  pnuuMncih  caneed 
itetaiatem^e  to  be  ilrerlooked  nnlil  the  aorta  bad  Jieen 
opeied.    Tbe  aorta 'itself  was  mncb  diaeaaed/a  rery 
abwidaat  atheromatous  deposit  occupied  fike  ascending 
portion,  and  was  e^cially  abnndmit  aroiiiMl  the  open- 
ings into  the  aoeuriams^  but  there  was  nothing  like 
nleerition ;   the  interior  of  the  aneurism  was.  also 
rendned   very  Wivftn   by  the  same  deposit.    The 
atheroma  continued  down  the  thoracic  aorta ;  in  one 
of  two  spots  it  seemed  to  hare  completely  inrolred  the 
whole  tUokeniog  of  the  middle  coat.  The  valres  ^f  the 
beart  were  all  quite  healthy ;  theieft  Tentricle  c^ejled, 
and  its  valTee  somewhat  bypevtropbied ;  nitber  more 
fat  wpon  the  heart  than  usual,  especially  abo9t<  the 
origin  of  the  aorta,  and  on  tbe  lower  portion  of  that 
resael ;   in  the  latter  situation  I  noticed  the  fat  to  be 
unueoally  diense.    The  right  long  adhered^Tory  exten- 
sively to  the  diepbragm,  so  firmly  that  it  waa  torn 
daring  tbe  prooen  of  separation ;  the  .left  Inng  waa 
but  slightly  adherent.  The  pulmonary  timue  waa  muab 
loaded  with  dadc  bhwd*  otherwise   healthy.    From 
cimmstaneeis  the  heart  was  not  opened  until  it  Juul 
been  macerated,  hence  the  contenta  of  tlie  earitiea 
CQidd  not  be  ascertained. 


the  siKtb'  day*  the  boptlt  beoMM  tyn^Miilie,  lod 
iomewhat  paialM  upoa  preseiire  in  :tb«  eitnetiott  of  the 
tr«aevenm«rebof  the  eelon.  On  tbe  moming  of  tbe 
sefeAtb4af  he  wae  euddcniy  asjied  wUb  vioWAt  pain 
in  tbe  lame  sitnation;  tbe  abd»men  became  much 
more  painful, and  very ^ympfulttc »  be  msa  mebf  bia 
pulse  beeaBM  feeble;  hie  ceantenance  corercfl  wUk 
cold  penpin^tioD,  and  he  died  in  a  few  houo,  tbe 
bowela  bvriag  been  coostipaud  twdre  tlaja. 

Upon  a  put'-moriem  exaadaation  there  wns  no 
appearance  of  general-  iaiammatioA  in  the  ahdoBseB* 
but  the  arch  of  tbe  colon,  (which  bade  eiminicribed 
patch  of  iaflammatieny)  had  giren  my,  by  a  amall 
opening  about  the  aiae  of  b^  a  fonrpenny.piece,  end 
the  oontents  escaped  ihto  tfae.carity  of  tbe  abdomen* 
Them  was  also  a  etrictare  of  thorectam,  about  sefen 
inebes  from  4be  anas,  threngfa  i^bicb  yisu  might  paaa 
the  Uttle  finger.    AU  ibe  other  viecera  healthy. 


VLCERATXOK  AND  RUPTURE   OW  TBTI   COLON. 


oC  atrictnre  Qf  the  rectnm  and  a  rupture  from  ulcera- 
tion of  the  tmosrerse  arch  of  the  colon  into  the 
•abdominal  canty,  taken  from  the  same  patient. 

W.'  A.,  aged  34,  who  was  habitually  costire,  was 
taken,  suddenly  on  tbe  n|gbt  of  July  30tb  with  riblent 
pain  in  the  bowels.  T|iere  was  no  sickness;  no  dis- 
tention of  abdomen,  or  pom  vptmprenure ;  no  hernia ; 
be  was  much  excited  in  his  manner;  pulse  about  100; 
tongue  moist.  He  had  taken  great  numbers  of  aperient 
pi^ls.  I  ordered  fomentations,  aperient  medlclneis,'  and 
a  common  enema.  Next  day  he  was  no  better ; '  bowels 
unrelicTed;  nosicknem;  noj^ataajponjireMKre;  pulse 
S4;  tongue  moist;  compldbs  still  of  much  pain  in 
bowels  and  borborygmi.  For  the  next  sis  daysifrfre  used 
as  follows '.^Leeches,  fomentations,  anodyne  embro- 
catiODS,  Iftisc  doses  of  calomel  and  opium,  croton  oU, 
saline  aperients,  enemas,  warm  baths,  galvanism,  and 
auddea  appUoationa  of  cold  water  to  tbe  abdomenHuid 
alltfried-  in  sueoession,  but  without  effect.  Daring  tbe 
wbole  of  this  tfane  the  pnlse  #as' renMrkablyqaiet, 
neferexceedii^  96,  neither,  had  there  been  any  hard- 
ness or  distention  of  the  abdomen.    On  tbe  erening  of 


MliDICAL  ETHICS. 

TO  TRB  BOITOR  OV  TBI  PROVINCIAL  KEOIOAL  AND 

SVaaiCAL  yOVRNAL. 

Sir, 
I  have  perused  with  fome  care,  the  Bye-Laws  of 
the  Mancbeater  Medico-Ethical  Association,  and  beg 
leaTe  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  them.  I  am  an 
M.D.,  of  an  English  Unirersity,  a  Member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  X4ondoo,  and  a  Licentiate  oC 
the  Apothecaries'  Company,  London,  and  came  to 
Woolwich,  to  practise  as  a  physician,  having  purchased 
for  i^300,  what  I  was  led  to  nndersUnd  was  a  hoMjidM 
good  practice.  I  paid  my  money  and  was  duly 
introduced  to  a  number  of  persons  as  the  successor  by 
the  physician  who  preceded  me.  He  then,  left  me,  aa 
I-  tbovght,  io  the  poeaession  of  a  good  practice.  I 
waited  at  home  for  three  months,  and  to  my  grea( 
surprise  noTcr  had  one  single  call.  A  meoaber  of  the 
Board  «€  Qnaidians  proposed  that  I  should  practiae  thea 
as  a g/meral  practitiqner.  ,He  intsoduced  asa  to  the  Soand 
and  ..by  it  I  was  appointed  a  medical  ofiper  pf  tbair 
UAloa.    In  my  practice  amoi^at  tbe  ppor  1  waa  mqca 


than   ordinarily  suooemful }  then    came  some  ifbo 
Mr.  Simons  brought  before  the  Society  a  specimen  I  could  pay  for  my  services ;  finally  a  greater  number* 

end  now  I  am  making  a  good  practice.  But  all  who 
^ame  to  conault  me  or  sent  for  me  to  prescribe  for  and 
treat  them,  had  some  one  or  other  of  the  nnmerona 
practitionera  around  u  their  medical  attendant.  These 
medical  atteadaata,  bad  I  lived  here  for  ever,  would 
never  call  me  in,  or  allow  ma  a  single  case  of  theirs* 
and  all  that  is  very  natural ;  but  auppose  that  I  were  to 
act  in  caaformity  with  theae  rulee  and  aaf use  to  ^iva 
my  advice  or  atteadanaa  to  partiea  without  the  sancisoa 
of  Ibeic  ivedieal  attendant,  I  ahoald  be  guilty  of  aa 
^c%  of  auicide.  Suppose  me  guided  by  their.. lam 
No.  9«  in  the  second  section,  I  aboohi  like  ta  kaoer 
where  would  my  present  practice  he!    What  would 


my  position  be  now  if  I  conformed  to  their  rule 
No.  13  ?  L  should  be  without  a  patient  this  .moment 
tf  I  acted  up  to  rule  15,  divested  of  the  words  "  offici* 
atipg  friend,"  for  in  that,  position  I  hav.e  never  ect^d* 
t  consider  that  etiquette  by  all  means  should  be^uf^ 
such  as  one  gentleman  should  shew  towards  another^ 
but  I  cannot  understand  why,  if  patients  prefer  my 
attendance  to  that  of  their  usual  medical  attendant^ 
I  should  refuse  to  see  them,  and  prescribe  accocdiog 
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to  Um  b«tt  of  ray  MUty,  once,  or  twenty  tiiiwi»  If 
they  wieb  it,  without  eeeking  for  permlHion  from 
their  foroMr  attendAot,  who  never  would  pre  such 
permisrion,  if  he  could  prevent  me  by  witholding: 
It.  It  is  all  rery  weli  for  old  long-establtshed  prec- 
titioneri  to  with  to  make  Uwi  which  will  prevent 
new  comen  fiom  poaching:  on  their  rich  presenret— 
for  preeenrea  they  have  made  them  hitherto,  and  would 
deaire  to  maintain  them  to;  but  to  a  man  knowing 
Ilia  profeBsion»  and  anxioua  to  lire  honourably  by  it, 
and  taking  the  field  unaided  and  single  handed  against 
a  host  of  exclusive  monopoliziDg  **  brethren  in  arms," 
(and  I  mean  these  words  literally,)  this  nice  delicacy, 
which  forbids  me  to  prescribe  for  a  sick  man  who 
happened  to  have  the  ill-luck  to  have  consulted  some 
less  qualified  practitioner  heretofore,  and  bids  me  turn 
liim  from  my  door,  is  not  in  accordance  with  the 
object  I  had  in  view  when  I  entered  and  followed  up 
mj  profession. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Vour  very  obedient  Servant, 

H.  Bt  B. 


TREACLE,  A  REMEDY  FOR  BURNS  AND  - 

SCALDS. 

TO  THB  BBITOlt  OV  THB   PEOVINCIAL    MEDICAL  AND 

SVROICAl  JOURNAL. 

Su, 

The  employment  of  treacle  as  a  dressing  for  burns  snd 
scalds  having  lately  been  the  object  of  comment  in  the 
Provincial  Medical  Journal,  I  am  actuated  by  the 
principle  o{palmam  qui  meruit  ferat,  to  lay  before  the 
members  of  our  Association  certain  facts  relative  to  the 
first  introduction  of  this  remedy  to  the  notice  of  the 
profession,  inasmuch  as  no  allusion  whatever  has  been 
made  to  the  originator  of  this  Hoe  of  practice  by  the 
authors  of  the  different  papers  that  have  lately  been 
published  in  support  of  it. 

On  October  13  th,  1838,  a  paper  appeared  in  the 
Medical  GaxeUe  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Greenhow,  of 
Korth  Shields,  in  which  he  detailed  '<  the  circumstances 
which  first  gave  rise  to  the  idea  of  coring  burns,  without 
the  intervention  of  sdppuration,"  by  means  of  an  oint- 
ment, composed  of  the  Ung.  Resin.  Flav.,  and  Oleum 
Terebinth.,  applied  in  the  melted  stale,  <'  with  a  brush  or 
a  bunch  of  feathers,  so  as  to  form  a  complete  coaling  over 
the  burnt  surface."  It  was  this  psper  that  elicited  from  Mr. 
Jesse  Leach,  of  Heywood,  a  communication  which  was 
inserted  in  the  same  periodical,  ou  November  3rd  of  the 
ssme  year,  entitled,  «  Treacle,  as  a  Dressing  for  Burns." 

It  is,  therefore,  (so  far  at  least  as  I  have  been  able  to 
BseertaiD,)  to  Mr.  Leach  that  is  doe  the  merit  of  being 


exdnde  alnsoepherieal  air,  whilst  it  wonld  astringe  and 
eoollhe  inflamed  part.  The  last  case  I  used  it  in  waa 
attei|d9d  •with  marked  sttcaHs;  sinoe  then  I  have  triad- 
it  in  sixty-five  eases,  and  with  variable  eflhola.  Thrta 
things  are  neeossary  in  its  employment.  First,  that  it 
should  be  free  from  aand*  splinieis  of  wood,  and  dir^ 
water,  with  aome  of  which  it  is  oomoMBly  adulterated;, 
secondly,  that  it  abould  be  spread  upon  fine  bleached^ 
calico,  without  any  asperities  from  uneven  threads;  and 
thirdly,  that  it  should  be  cold.  When  used  in  this  way> 
I  have  frequently  seen  the  most  agonising  pun  iasmediatdy- 
cease,  and  turgeacenee  of  the  inflamed  akin  diminish. 
In  mild  oases  one  dresnng  will  sofllce.  Where  veaic»> 
cation  is  large  and  extensive,  I  have  frequently  evaooated 
the  ootttebts  by  means  of  a  fine-pointed  needle,  avoidnig 
laceration  of  the  detached  skin,  bnt  oftener  prefer  a  thiek- 
coating  of  the  treacle  upon  the  part,  and  afterwaida 
enveloped  with  tissue  paper,  which,  from  the  deK- 
caey  of  iu  structure,  will  sooner  tesr  than  anffisr  the 
raised  epideimis  to  be  detached.  In  commou  cases, 
where  the  barn  is  slight,  I  spread  the  treacle  upon  Ann 
calico,  and  apply  it  after  M.  Velpeau's  plan  around 
the  afliected  part.  Where  calico  of  the  description 
mentioned  is  not  to  be  obtained,  I  use  paper,  with  similar 
results.  Where  destruction  of  the  skin  has  Uken  place,, 
and  the  part  has  become  a  sore,  I  have  thought  treacle 
promoted  suppuration  and  retarded  the  core,  ftc.** 

Mr.  BoUey's  mode  of  using  the  treacle  dressing  diflhre^ 
from  the  above  in  thit,  that  It  is  applied  in  a  diluted  states 
(one  |lirt  to  three  of  water,)  and  at  a  temperature  of  96^, 
by  means  of  hut,  which  is  changed  night  and  moroiqg, 
*  having  been  kept  moist  during  the  day  by  occasional 
saturation  with  the  mixture  of  the  same  temperature  -,"^ 
and  he  remarks,  in  concluding  his  paper,  that  **  It  ia  boh 
right  to  mention,  that  in  the  year  1838  Dr.  Greenhow,. 
of  North  Shields,  published  an  aoeoont  of  the  action  of 
treacle  alone  in  excluding  air  from  burnt  snrfrces,  and  in 
some  way  modifying  the  subsequent  suppuration ;  but  I 
was  not  aware  of  his  having  done  so  until  some  tiaM 
after  I  had  need  it  in  a  diluted  form,  and  with  diflerent 
objects  to  those  proposed ."f 

Dr.  Payne's  plan  resembles  that  of  Mr.  Leach,— that  is» 
the  tr#cle  is  appUed  pure,  and  at  the  natural  tempera- 
ture, and  aAerwards  covered  with  folds  of  well-aired 
linen. 

|4tave  not  tried  this  remedy  myself,  but  I  may  state- 
that  in  a  few  cases  which  have  come  under  my  notice,  t 
have  found  an  article  that  I  have  myself  introdooed,— 
vis.,  the  "  Impermeable  Pilioe,"  of  very  great  benefit  in 
bnms  of  the  first  degree  ;  it  hss  more  speedily  relieved- 
the  pain,  and  reduced  the  inflammation,  and  more  rapidlf 
caused  the  absorption  of  the  effused  serum  in  those  of  the 
second  degree  then  any  other  remedy  I  have  ever  before 
eesployed.    Moreover,  it  has  the  great  advantage  of 


the  first  to  give  publicity  to  the  efllcacy  of  this  valuable  _  ^    _      _         . 

femedy.    In  commenUng  on  Dr.  Greenhow's  plan,  ht^;^^^^^  iToi^\Xog\he '^yvLttd^^ti^^ 
ssys,^ 

**  In  the  first  and  second  stsges  of  bnms  and  scalds, 
I  prefer  the  external  use  of  treacle,  which,  from  its 
simplicity,  readiness  of  access,  comparatively  little  expense, 
and  slmost  uniform  success,  canhot  fell  to  recommend 
itself  to  every  one.  Before  trying  the  use  of  treacle,  I 
had  attempted  cold  water  and  spirituous  dressings,  pro- 
tected with  oiled  silk,  linseed  oil,  and  lime  water,  but 
frequently  (ailed  in  preventing  the  smarting  horning  pain 
•rising  from  the  sensitive  state  of  the  cutaneous  nerves, 
till  it  occurred  to  me  that  treacle,  being  a  tenacious, 
plastic,  refrigerant  liquid,  when  pure,  would  effectually 


of  the  atmosphere. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  trnly, 

A.  MARKWICK. 
19,  Lsngham  PUce, 
November  30, 1847. 

I 

,  *  I  oemiot  refraio  fk-om  allndiag  in  this  place  to  tke  great 
f  alas  of  the  "  spongio  piline**  as  a  vehicle  for  fiaids  where 
eisAlirfe  Is  required  to  be  rsfoAiedfor  several  beers,  withent 
the .  trouble  of  renewing  or  re-moistening  the  appUea*- 
Uon^A.  M. 
1 1  hafe  not  been  able  to  find  this  paper  of  Dr.  Greenfaow^s. 
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SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION. 

II  hat  not  snAreqaratly  happoned  Ihat  spontaneqns 
cMibDBtioa  haa  gSven  rite  to  nnfoii]id«d  satpicion  of 
hMBicide.    Tbe  foUowing  is  an  ioatanca  in  point  :— 

On  the  6ih'  of  January  the  corpee  of  a  man  was 
fonnd  bornlng  on  bis  bed,  by  an  attendant  who  enttied 
liifl  room  in  tbe  moraiDg.  A  thioh  emohe  filled  the 
chamber,  and  a  small  white  flame  was  seen  to  play 
abont  the  body. .  The  bed^othes  were  almost  destroyed, 
aod  the  bedstead  bad  become  charred.  It  was  ascer- 
tained  that  the  deceased  had  carried  Iqci/er  matches 
in  his  pockety  and  had  as  was  his  castom  placed  a  hot 
brick,  wrapped  in  flannel,  to  his  /eet  He  retired  to 
bed  oboQt  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  at  9  o'clock, 
his  danghter,  who  passed  by  the  door>  perceived  nothing 
nnusual.  The  man,  who  was  71  years  of  age,  was 
neither  fat  nor  intemperate. 

The  son  and  daughter  were  suspected  of  baring 
destroyed  their  parent,  and  of  attempting  to  bam  the 
corpse  in  order  to  conceal  their  crime.  A  physician 
was  summoned  to  the  inquest,  and  the  corpse  which 
had  been  buried  was  exhumed.  The  body  was 
enveloped  in  a  white  shroud,  and  was  moist  in  certain 
apots.  Around  the  neck  was  a  cravat  which  was  much 
injured  by  fi^e,  as  was  also  a  piece  of  his  shirt.  The 
liands  were  completely  burned,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  remains  of  the  tendons.  The  thighs  were  also 
completely  separated  from  the  body.  It  was  determined 
that  these  reanlta  eonld  not  have  been  produced  by  the» 
application  of  fire,  but  were  due  to  spontaneous 
comhvL$\ion*^'6a2etle  MUieaif, 


BURNS. 

From  what  I  have  seen  in  the  practice  of  others,  and 
from  my  own  experience  of  many  years,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  frequent  dressings  are  decidedly 
miechevious,  and  that  bandaging  which  approaches 
only  to  moderate  firmness  is  hurtful.  I  consider  it  bad 
practice  hastily  to  repress  the  growth  of  luxuriant 
granulations,  and  I  know  that  neither  seams,  cicatrices, 
nor  contractions,  are  bettered  by  the  one  or  the  other. 
Horeover,  I  verily  believe,  that  debility,  leanness,  and 
death,  are  often  the  consequences  of  too  frequent  and 
of  course  unnecessary  interference. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

Philip  Henry  Williams,  Esq.,  M.D.,  has  been 
elected  one  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Worcester  Dispen* 
lary,  in  the  room  of  Ut*  Huttings,  resigned. 

Dr.  Arthur  Farre,  and  Mr.  Toynbee,  have  been 
appointed  by  the  Oofemroent  to  inipect  Uie  Work- 
hoaaca  and  Infirmaries  in  the  parishes  of  the  metropolis; 
to  determine  the  amount  of  aceommodation  for  pauper- 
patienta  in  the  efent  ol  the  cholera  breaking  out  in 

l4MldOB.    * 


*  ACADEMIE  DE  MEDICINE,  PARIS. 
'  ^^.  Royer  Collard  has  been  elected  President  of  this 
Institution;  M.  Velpean,  Vice-president;  M.  Melier, 
Secretary;  aod  M.  M.  Begin,  Bricheteaa. and  Coraac^ 
Members  of  the  Council  of  Administration  for  tbe 
ensuing  year. 


UNIVERSmr  COLLEGE,  LONDON. 

Tbe  munificent  legacy  of  ;lf  25,000  has  been  left  to 
tbe.medical  department  of  University  College,  London, 
by  the  late  Dr.  Holme,  of  Manchester. 


MANCHESTER    MEDICO-ETHICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  Association  now  consists  of  seventy- three 
members,  and  a  considerable  increase  is  anticipated  on 
the^  first  ballot  in  February  next.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed  Officers  on  Thursday, 
December  9tfa,  1847  :— 

Prmdent  :'^Dr.  Bardsley. 

ncePrettilen/tf .— Dr.  J.  L.  Bardsley;  W.  J. 
Willson,  Esq. 

TWomrer.'^John  Windsor,  Esq. 

H4m.  Secretoriei  .—Richard  Allen,  Esq. ;  Dr. 
Aikenhead. 

^  €bmmi7/fe .— Mr.  Dorrington,  Mr.  Noble,  Dr. 
Howard,  Mr.  Crompton,  Dr.  Radford,  Mr.  Roberton, 
Mr.  Mellor,  Dr.  H.  Browne,  Mr.  Southam,  Mr.  Ker,  Mr* 
ffonaw,  Mr.  P.~  Barrow,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  Mr.  Greaves* 
Dr.  Harland,  Mr.  'E.  Stephens,  Manchester;  Mr. 
Fiwcett,  Oldham ;  -  Mr.  Flint,  Stockport ;  Mr. 
Laliemand,  Macclesfield;  Mr.  Wood,  Ashton-under- 
I^ae. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS. 

Tbe  following  Members  of  tbe  College  were  admitted 
to  the  Fellowship  on  Thursday,  December  16th :— E. 
S.  Warry,  Lyndhurst,  Hampshire;  J.  Cockle,  Guildford 
^Strcet ;  C.  Radford,  Uckfield,  Sussex ;  J.  S.  Bartrum, 
Gay  Street,  Bath ;  T.  S.  Beck,  Upper  Mary-Ie-bone 
Street;  W<  Clapp,  Greenwich ^  D.'  De  B.  Hovell» 
Clapton;  J.  W.  Fletcher,  Bengal  Army;  T.  Callaway, 
jun.,  Wellington  Street,  Soutbwark. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Friday,  December 
17tb,  1847:— W.  Coosby;  J.  Bennett;  W.  Fuller; 
W.  S.  Falls;  F.  Glenton ;  R.  Calthurst ;  C.  W.  Price  ; 
A.  Barton ;  T.  S.  Hodges. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Members  on  Monday,  Dec. 
20th»  1847:— F.  P.  Francis;  T.  Crowtber;  S.  B. 
Biroh;  O.E.  Gains;  F.  J.  Barton;  J.  Barrow;  M. 
IMkthwell;  J.S.  Gdndry;  T.  P.  Rust;  C.  F.  A. 
Conrtaey;  G.  Welford;  J.Graham;  W.  Parry;  W, 
C.  Orford ;  J.  F.  OUard. 


SOCIETY  OF  APOTHECARIES. 

.  ^.Gentlemen  admitted  Licentiates,  Thursday,  Decem- 
'%ir  16, 1847 :— Alexander  George  Cockbum  Thiselton,  ' 
Hevonh,  Yorkshire ;  GusUtus  Irwin  Knight,  Tilbury 
Fort;  Horace  Harrison  Smith,  RamsgaU;  Wflliani 
Heary  White,  Suveaage;  Hugh  Green,  Botford, 
Saffolk.    . 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


OBITUARY. 

Died,  Norember  29tb,  aged  80,  of  fever,  Edward 
Kingaley,  Esq.,  Medical  AtUndant  to  the  Fever  Hot- 
pital,  at  Templemore. 

December  5th,  aged  75,  WUHam  Dalrjrmple,  Esq., 
tfor  many  jeara  one  of  the  most  distingiiiahed  surgeons 
of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  and  at  the  time 
4}{  his  decease  Honorary  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the 
same.  Mr.  Dalrymple  was  one  of  the  origioatort  of 
the  Museum  of  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital, 
^d  presented  to  that  Institution  the  whole  of  his 
-valuable  anatomical  and  pathological  collections. 


BOORS  RECEIVED. 

Answer  to  the  Religious  Objections  advanced  agatost 
the  Employment  of  Anasthetic  Agents  !n  MIdiriferj 
and  Surgery.  By  J.  Y.  Simpson,  M.D.,  P«R.S.fi.,  nr»« 
fessor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Untveisity  of  Bdinbafgii» 
and  PhysieiaaoAccoiiebeiir  to  Her  Majesty  in  Seotlani* 
Edinburgh :  Salhirknd  and  Knox.  16i7.  dfro. 
pp.22. 

The  SaniUry  Condition  of  Great  Yarmontb,  ice; 
By  C.  Lockhart  Robertson,  M.D.,  dec.  Yammalhs 
Barber.    1847. 
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KeptatSidmouth,byW.  H.  Cullbk,  M.D.;  at  Honiton,  by  Mr.  Rogers;  at  Romsey, Hants, by  F,  Buokvli^^ 

Esq. ;  at  Uckfield,  Sussex,  by  C.  L.  PaiNCi,  Esq. 
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